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Introduction to the Third Edition
August, 1970

Ansecieny Chvllization on Trlal, when it was tirst
published o the 10GLh anniversary of the Fmanei-
pation Proclamation, was the only statement of 1he
thousiands then eolling Off the presses 1that loudly
prochaened bhick  msses a8 vanguard which  had
malso put white latvre in mass prodduction to ke
lext.”

Where others praiser the bheratism of 1be ens
nedy Administration in supporting e struggle for
civil vights, we likened JFR's support 1o the kind "a
rope gives i hanging man. We insisted thal it was
not too far distant from tha of Gearge Wallace
who had jusi beeome Goveraor of thal “magnobin
junizle which vies with Seuth Africa as the staunch-
est outpost of racism on this side of the diamond
aparthel”

As against the shilly-shuilying and dilly-dallying
which has nlways charawterized while ruters, even
of the 1ype of ‘Thomas Jefferson, we patnted to the
genjus ol the black rag-pleker in Boston, Duvid
Walker, who challenged the author of the Declara-
tioh of Independence for his statement that. the
eotor, hlack, was "unfoftunale.” by declnring ~My
colup will yet root some af you out of the very
face nf the earth i1

Morcover, Lthe Nepry, ax touchstone of American
history, had alse cierved o two-way road 1o the
Afvican Revolutions ws ngalnst the triangular trade
uf rum, molasses and slaves  thal characierized
capilalism in the past. ’

The Nixun-Ajpnew Admintstration,” in heightening
the wars at home and abroad, by the extension of
Johnson's warIn South Vietnam 1o Cambodia. anid
the massacres -of anti-Vietnam war protasters and
black rehels in Kent, Ohin, Jackson, Miss,, Augusta,
Ga. - has brought our nation 1o the edie of vivii
war by countep-revolution, It {s tlme ihe Initistive
returned from the hands of the counter-revolutivns
aries 10 the Freedom Fighters,

The deepening struggles during the seven yeirs
\hn§ have intervened betwecn the first edition of
Amerlesn Chilizatlon on Trial, and this, lts third
editivn, have placed a new urgency on our 1963
conclusion: -

“above all, we hold fast to the cne-worldedness
wng 1he new Humanist thinking of all oppressed
from lhe East German workers to the West Vie-
ginia miner; from the Hungarian revolutionary o
the Montgemery Bus Boycotter; as well ns from
the North Carnlina Sit-lnner to the Africkn Free-
dom Fighter, The elements uf the new soviety, sub-
merged the world over by the might of capital,
are emterging in all sorts af unesperted and ypre-
Iated places. What Ix missing Is the unlty of these
movements from praetice with the movement [rom
theory inlo an overall philosophy that can form
the foundation of o toially new sacinl order”

The cruptions threughout the length und brendth
of this country, in the year 1987, were lotally
spniancous, and spoke In much clearer terms than
any of the Jeaders: 1hal the black musses would ne
longer tlerate thely inhuman ghelln Hfe; that they
would speak Lo “whitey” in the only language he

understood - by fre; that they would translate
“hlack power’ from i mere slogan to an uncen-
quernble force, Whitey ol the messoge, but once
azain ried to buy himsell time with a few jobs
in the “inper cily” of each inetropolis. The black
misers refused to he silencedd. They proceeded to
wearen for a total philssophy on their nwn.

In 1069 swe ealled topether Hiack-Red Confer-
enves in Detroit, jas Angeles, and in San Fran-
i at a time when it seemed to be impossible
10 extablish n diatopee bhelween black and white,
These conlerences brought together worker and
jntellectunl, youth and adult, housewile and pro-
frestonnl, old and new revolutionarles, and -all
culors - hlack, swhite, brown, red and yellow. In
upening the conferences we sald: ’

“Trying to be agninst all whites Is to foil tu see
your teal rnots, and to [ail 1o worle out n new
vonlescence of black and white, and theory and
practice. It is the present perind you will talk
aboul. And, In becoming theoreticians, in creating
t new philosophy by speaking for yourselves, you
have 1o recognize thit you spealk, not as individunis
(though the individual is very great) but as the
new forces thal are necessary -- what Marx called
the new passions for reconstructing soclety on to-
rally new, truly human, beginnings.”

 Phose who claim that Nixon-Agnew are like [for-
mer Senater Joseph McCarthy are mistaken., Me-
Carthy never tindl the awesome power of the US,
Behind his personal drive to terrorize and desiroy
everyone wha oppos:.-d him. Nixon-Agnew do. And
they are mobilizing the full power of their adminis-
tralion 1o consciously and methodically destroy
every gnin made by the black mass and student

* yevolls, The “séurch nnd destroy" minslozs in South

Yietnam huve become the “stop and friak” und
sno-knoek” faws in the 1.8, They must be atopped.

Il becomes imperative, thercfore, that every free-
Jom movenent re-examine Its past, and map out its
future In direct Telationailp to the continuous, the
:-ol-lnnnlmu. the ever new hlack revolts. This inciudes
all: .

¢ the mass antl-war movement, which was horn
in opposition 1o the US. lmperigiist bombing of
North Vietnam In 1965. (Sec The Free Speech
Movement and the Negro Revelution.)

a the Wamen's Liberation Movement. (See Noles
on \Women's Liberatlon: We Speak In Many
Yolees.}

o those black leaders who have matntained a
distance from the black mnsses. (See Bluck Mass
Eevelt.)

¢ the whole gencration of revolutionarles senrch-
ing for & totul philosophy of revolution,

As & step townrd thal end, we reproduce this
third expanded adition of Americad Civilleation on
Teinl, which includes nx an Appendix an article on
Mack caucuses by our black production worker-
editor, Charles Denhy. We ask you to joln with us
i the task of nchicving a unity of thought and
action - - for only In unily can a new society on
truly human beglnnings be established.




Preface

This second edition of American Civilization on Trial goes to press three months to the
day after the first edition was put on sale.* The popular demand for our pamphlet is due to
the fact that we alone have written of past history and of history in the making as one con-
tinuous development of the vanguard role of the Negro. This heightened interest in anaiysis
is due also to the fact that in the short time between the Birmingham events in May and the
. March on Washington in August the massiveness of the resislance, the many sidedness of the
demands of the Freedom NOW movement, the tremendous surge, courage and reason of this
movement as against the barbarisim of thie Bull Connors with their hounds, hoses and murders
have totally changed the objective situation in the United States, :

Thus, the mevement compelled the Kennedy
Administration to admit a “rising tide of discon.
tent” and execute un about-fuce with the introdue-
tion of a civil rights bill. In conirast to his original
opposition to any March on Washington, on the
alleged ground that Congress could not be forced,
Kennedy cume to support the Masich. Unfortu-
nately it’s the kind of support a rope gives a
hanging man. Therein lies the danger te the
Freedom NOW movement,

This has brought the movement to the -cross-
roads. Though it is impossibie «to siop the
momentum of tha, Negro struggle, its forward

development can be impeded if the underlying-

philosephy for total freedom is in any  wy
compromised. Here, precisely, arc revealed hot
the strength and weakness of the Rev. Martin
Luther Xing, Jr.

The transforming events of Birmingham have

revealed King's new stature both organizationally -

and philesophically. In his lelter frem a Birming-
ham jail to a group of “fellow elergymen,” Dr,
King rejucted their attempt to confine the move-
ment to lepalisms. “We can hever forget,” he
wrote, "that everything Hitler did in Gormany
was 'legol’ and everything the Hungarian Freedom
Fighters did in Hungary was ‘illegal’ . .. this calls
for a confrontation with the power structure” Dr,
Ring writes: “To use the words of Martin Buber,
the great Jewish rhllosupher. segregation substi-
tutes an ‘l-it’ relationship for the ‘I.thou’ relation-
ship and ends up relegating persons to the status
of things,” But King himsclf makes an impersonal
ethic rather than the living mass movement, the
oint of creative origin and forward march of
umanity.

The Negro leadership is listening more to Ken-
nedy's civil rights measures than to the full aspira-
tlons of the mass movement. They fail to see that
the alleged detente in the cold war and the inten-
sification of the Sine-Soviet confliet wil? actually
free the hand of the Administration to bear down
against both labor and the Negre movement. This
Is why we say openly that, so far, the Freedom
NOW movement has comhined reason and nctivity
only to ths extent of the Immediate damands of

* Wa ore te-prinling 1 mxactly as it flist gappearead — in.
cluding the lypographical srram. W particularky u’gm
the Iypos n the spelling of Gunnar Myrdal and Rev.
Shuttesworth [pp. 31, 32), and the foct thet, of the
bottom of page 24, James Baldwin's Tha Flre Hext
Time wor Inft out of the referances clted,

desegregation, and not to the ultimate of total
freedom [rom class soriety. .

In this situation, n sinall erganization like ours
has a pivotal role to play both us a catalyst and
a propellent. ’ ' :

NEWS & LETTERS COMMITTEES, which have
participated in every phase of activity and struggle
from_ the Montgomory Bus Boyeott to the March
on Washington, have one urique feature that
distinguishes us from all other organizations. It is
this: We have, from lhe very start; refused {o
separate theory from praciice, or practice from
theory, Take the need fo change the role of white
labor in the civil rights struggle,

WHITE LABOR has so far shown a s50TrY
spectnele. The Jabor leaders, like Meany, Reuther,
MeDenald and Hoffa, have all speken’ bi , and
some have cven marched with mass Negro demon-
strations in the Nerth, as in Detrolt and Sap
Francisco, but not' in the South, When it comes to .
their nwn unions, they have neither helped upgrade
Negro workers nor accorded them leading unien
posts commensurate with numbers or sk 1, nor
have they done anything to ecnable.the white
rank-and-file to participate jn the Negro struglee
as an integral part of their common conting ng
struggle against management. -

NEGRO WORKERS from a Chevrolet local in
Los Angeles rightly picketed the convention of
the Urban League at which Waller Reuther was
the featured speaker, They carried signs calling
Reuther "HYPOCRITE!" In Detroit, Negro mem-
bers of another General Motors logal plcketed the
UAW’s Solfdari'y House demanding the upgrading
of Negroes in suto plants. Indes , there isn't a
plant in the eauntry that doesn't reveal the tensions
within labor,

Here, toa, the Negro rank-and-file has shown Its
sengitivit Ey differentiating between the bureau-
¢racy and the rank-and-file, Despite the appearance
of leaders on marches, and desplte individual sit-
uations, as at construction sites in Philadelphia and
New York, where Negro pickels fought white
workers, the Negro rank-and-flle denounce the
leadership and appeal to the white rank-and-file.

News & Lelfers, which has attacked the labor
burcaucracy not enly for its role In the eivil rights
struggle, but aiso for its fuilure to fight L anages
ment on Automatlon, jolned with the Negro and
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white rank-and-file ‘0 help forge the unity needed
in the civil rights struggle. We also assisled in
drafting a Jeaflet which soon made the rounds in
Detroit factories. It was addressed to the labor
leadership and said;

Hear ye then this — and learn vour lessons
from that Sunday March in Detroit and all the
battles for Civil Rights, South and North. First,
you are cuiting your own throets because,
without the unity of white and black woriers,
management can ride all over you, even as
they did when you launched Operafion Dixie
and it proved to be just n still-birth.

Know ye, further. that the end of diccrimi-
nation, even mere than charity, must begin ai
home, and home for working people is the
Union. BEGIN THERE.

Begin NOW to put an end to lily white
departments.

Begin NOW the retraining and upgrading of
Negro workers who now, as befors unionism, .
%redstill the last to be hired and the first to be

red.

Bogin NOW to tell the white workers the
truth of their own conditions of employmens
and unemployment. For the truth is that, while
percentage-wise, Negroes have more unem-.
ployment than white, it Is still they, the white
workers, the majority of Americans, who are
still the majority in absolute numbers of those
‘unemployed. . -

Reuther, you have hepun contract negotia-
tions a year In advence, with management.
How about beginning to talk to us, your bleck
brothers, 25 years after we helped 1o create
the Cl1O? .

THE NEGRO LEADERSHIP, on the other hand,
far Irom exposing the reole of the labor bureau-
cracy has actually protected it from the ranks by
playing up the lip-service and ostentatious checks
with which the union leaders give token support
to the struggle. The greatest danger, mareover,
is the fact that the labor bureaucracy is at the
beck and call of Kennedy — and especially in this

situation where they yield to Kennedy on every-
thing from unemployment to c¢ivil rights,

All the snore reasen 1o continue instead, with us,
in the full tradition cf the Abolitionist movement,
in whick wus concentrated every strand of strug-
gle for freedom — abolition of slavery, weman's
suffrage, labor movement — and thus relcased new
human dimensions. Look at Sciourner Truth whose
ereative sctivity embraced not only the work with
the Underground Railroad but also the woman's
struggie. Look at the Marxist, Joseph Weydemeyer,
wht was both a general in the Union Army and
editor of a Marxist jourral in the United States
{which published Marx's Eighteenth Brumaire of
.l..m{_}ﬂ; Bun;nparte 17 years before it was publiched
in Europe),

We alone, in Freedom Riders Speak for Them-
selves, not only participated fully in the activity,
but in making it pessible for the Freedom Riders
to speak for themselves have issued the only
serious aralysis. lo date, of that .great turning
point and its continuity with what preceded and
followed.

In the Nows & Letters Commiltees we have not
only supported, reported, and participated in all
the pgreat astions, but have compelled world
attention to focus on them as central to the global
struggle for a new society.*

The Freedom NOW movement must not be
stopped §n ils tracks nor ‘derailed, It must, be
expanded and deeponed so that it leads {o the
total reepnstiucticn of society on new human
beginnings.

It i no accident that this second edition of
Ameriran Civillzation on Trial comes out when
the mavement is being put to the test. The road
ahead is nol smonth or easy. With this edltion we
invite you to face the challenge and join the
News & Letters Committees. .

~— National Editorial Board

* In odditizn to our list of publications fp. 34) it should
be noled that Fresdom Riders Speak for Themselvas 13
beng Irantioted into French; Americon Clvliization on
Triol Is being tramvlgted into italian, and widely dis.
cuired among joponese youth,
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INTRODUCTION

1. Of Patriols, Scoundreis
and Slave-Masters

“Subversive" is a favorilc expression of the
F.B.L. the Presidency, the Attorney General, and
Congiess, J. Edgar Hoover, John Fitzgerald Ken-
niedy, Robart F., Kenncdy. net to mention Congross
and the mad dog it considers ils walchdog—-(he
House Un-American Activities Committee — are
certainly armed with immense, with world-shaking
powers, which they, in their search, harassment,
and persecution of what they conceive lo he rub-
vorsive, use individually and collectively.

. ‘Yot all these kings’ horses and all these kinps
men can't seem to uncover the most o?‘enly rend
and popular hate sheet calling itself “Febel Under-

ground,” circulated on the University of Mississippi

campus, which highly touts such seditious issues
as (1) ealling for the execution of President Ken-
nedy: (2) referring to United States Marshals cxe-
cuting a Supreme Court Decision for desegragating
schools as “murderous paranoids”; (3} hinting, in
no uncertain terms however, that Sidna Brower,
the courageour editor of the student paper which
dared criticize the mobs that reign over thul cam-

us, is a "foul wench"; (1) making lif¢ an un-

Eenrahle ordeal not nnlﬁ for the Negro James H.

Meredith, but for any whites whose attitudes ure a

shade less racist than thi:r own muronic stew of

bigetry; and (5) frothing at the mouth agninst “the
anti-Chtist Supreme Courl,” This isn't “just kids'
stuff. This is the voice of those who were respon-
sible for two ccturl murders, onc of 8 foreign cor-
respondent aceredited, noi to a battleficld in the

Congo, but tu the United States to report on “the

American way of life This is the voice of the

Governor, not only of Mississippi, but of Alabama;

and the voice of their counterparts in the Southern

bloc in Congress, as well. L

To these voices of hate has now been added the
savage growl of viclous police dugs unlcashed
against Negroes seeking to register lo vote in
Mississippi and Alaboma. The Simon Legrees with
their hounds still serve their slave-masters!

In January 1963, n new Governor came to the
helm in a state that vies with the magnolin jungle
p5 the staunchest outpost of racism on this side of
dinmend apartheid, shouting his sedition for ull the
world to hear, Not only, says this paragoa of “law
and order "'in the state of Alabama, is he, Governor
Wallace, for “Segregation today, tomorrow and
forever,” but he will organize to spread thla doc-
trine to the North, He‘iudses by the manner in
which the KKK, after World I, spread North. He
forgeis that this ambition of his Is out of tune with
these times—and beyond his capacities. This s so
not because of the established powers al Washiny-
ton, D.C., but becouse the self-uctivity of the
Negroes hos made it so. Indeed all this white
Southern howling at the winds is due to ihe un-
bridgenble gulf between the post-World Wor 1
ern and the post-World War IIage when the Negro,
for fram running deiensively nway from lynching,
hns tnken the offensive for his full rights on all
fronts, and most of oll in the Bouth.

In contrast to the initiative of the Soulhern
Negin, the whole world js witness to the shilly-
shallving, dilly-dallying of the Kennedy Admin-
istration. At a time when the world crisis and
challenge from fotalitarian Russia demands the
very essenuz of toiml democracy, and his own
swill” would iike to express itsclf with a New
England rather thun a Seuthern drawl, the pecu-
Jtar Amerienn capitalism that has been both raised
up, and thrown back Ly the unfinished state of its
revolution, compels him to bridle his “will.” Capi-
talism, nn| capitaliem in general, hut “American
capitalism as it expanded afler the Civil War,
sharpened the basic contradictions of the nistoric
environment in which it functioned. This capi-
tulism was tied {o the coiton plantations.

For giobal power's seke the Administration pres-
ently tries tu explain away the tortoise pace on the
civil rights front on the ground thal, when the
chips are down, the white South becomes at once
transformed jnto “pure pairiots.” Samuel Johnson
has Jong ago noted that patriotism has ever been

. the last retuge of scoundrels. Nowhere and at no

time was this truet than in the benighted South
ol today. :

Even s6 venservativer a writer as the Swedish
scholar, Gunnar Mydral, had to write that World
War II, which increased the milituncy of the
Negro, I:ad only une effect on the Southern white
lHberals—they refused to continue the little co-
uperntion they had starled with the Negro intel-
lecluals against discrimination unless the latter
accopted, nay, avowed, social segregation. So myo-
pie of vieiv is that vegion that the following passed
for the words of 2 Jiberall It is Mark Elbridge.
ex-chairmen of the FEPC, writing in The Virginia

. Quarterly of July, 1942; “There is no power in the

world—not even the mechanized armies of the
ourth, the Allied and the Axis—which can now
Iorce the Southern while people to abandonment
ol socinl segregation. It's a cruel disillusionment,
buaring germs of strife and perhaps tragedy, for -
any ol their (Negroes) leaders to tell them that
they can expect it, or that {hey can exact it, as the
l:ricc of their porticipation in the war.” Mr, Myrdal
1ad to conclude on the following note:

*, . . The region is exceptional In Western non-
{azeist civilizntion since the Enlightenment in that
it lacks every teace of radleal thought. In the South
all progressive thinking poing further than mild
liberalistn Las been practically non-cxistent for a
century.” (1) ’

It shouid be obvious that the South's patriotism
lasls only so long as the Negroes don't insist that
the white South give up its slave master mentelity.

The blindness to all this on the part of the

Adminisiration is self-induced even as its impo-

tence is self-imposed. There is ne need whelever
for the Foderal power—truly an awcesome world
might—to shy away at the challenge of a single
state, especially when that stote Is sv dependent
on military contracts from the Federal Govern-
mont for the mejor part of what cconomic power
il hus, The Ford munngement-trained Secretary
of Defense caa iel) the President the exact extent
of Federal cid. Bul Mr. Kennedy alveady knows

in A AmEHEER Dllsrsme, by Gunnar Myrdal, p, 449,
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thot—and the politics behind it. 'This is what he
sats,

It took a great deal of digging by his Harvard-
trajned historian to come up with the obscure,
inconscquential Lucius Q. C. Lomar as a “liberal”
Southern hero of the past which the present needs
to emulate. (2) It would have been a groat deal
easier to find the quotation from Wendell Phillips
that told the simple truth: “Cotton fibre was a rod
of empire such as Caesar never wielded. Tt fat-
tened into obedience pulpit and rustrum, court,
market-place and college and lashed New York
and Chicago to its_chair of State.” It still does.

Though cotton is king no longer, the politics

based on racism reigns supreme in the South und -

fills the Halls of Congress with the abnormal might
that comes from despotic sociz]l reilations, quasi-
tatalitarian  palitics  that would topple eesity
enough if the Negro got his freedom. Bui thereby
would also e exposed the truth of American
democrucy: that the racism which iz the hasis of
the political rule of the South is poceptable to the
North, and has been so not only slace It withdrew
the Federal froops from the South at the end of
Reconstruction in 1877, but ever since the ambl-
ivnlf;n';sneclmthn of Independence was adopied
n ) .

2. The Compelling Tszue at Stake

- American Civilization s identified in the con-
sciousness of the world with three phases in the
development of {ts history.

The firat iz the Declaration of Independence and
the freedom of the thirtcen American coicnles
trom British_Imperial rule, ,

The second is the Civil War, -

The third is tecknology and world power which
are presently being challenged by the country
that broke America’s nuclear monopoly--Russia.

So persistent, Intense, continuous, and ever-

resent has been the. self-activity of the Negro,

fore anc ofter the Civil War, before and alter
World War I, before, during snd after World War
11, that it has became the gauge b which Ameri-
can Civilization Is judged. Thus, Littie Rock re-
verberated around the world with the speed of
Sputnik I, with which it shared world headlines
in 1957, and which gave the lie to American ¢claims
of superiority, -

‘The Clivil War remains the still unfinlshed revo-
lutlon 100 years after, as the United States is losiag
the giobal struggle for the minds of men.

. President Kennedy asked that this entire year,
1963, the centenary of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, bo devoted to its celebration, Cliches struited
out for ceremonial occasions cannot, however, hide
today's truth. Because the role of the Negro re-
maing the touchstone of American Civilization—-
and his struggle for equal rights today belles their
existence—paeans of praise for the Emancipation
Proclomation con neither whilewasih the present
sorry state of democracy in the United States, nor
rewrite the history of the past. Abraham Lincoln
would rotl have issued the Proclamation had the
Soulhern secessionists not been winning the battles
and the Negro not been pounding down the doors
of the Northtrn Armicy demending the right to

ght.

By 1060, the yenr when no less thun 18 new
African nations galned their independence, the
activitles of the Amerlcan Negroes had developed
from the Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Roycott in
1856, the year of the Hungorinn Revolution, to

{2 ;mo w Luch Q. € Lamar?, News & Latters; Oct.

rights,

the Sit-Ins, Wade-Ins, Dwell-Ins, North and South.
In 1961 they rcached a climax with the Freedom
Rides to Mississippi. This self-activity has not
only further impressed itself upon the world's
consciousness, but also reached back into white
Americy’s consciousness. The result has been that
even astronaut Waller Schirra's 1962 spectacular
six-orbiial flight hecame subordinate to the cour-
a:f;e of James Meredith's entry into the University
] Missi:ssip‘;:i. .

In 2 word, the new human dimension attained
througk an opyressed people’s genius in the strug-
gle for iresdom, nationzlly and internationally,
rather than either scientific achievement, or an
individual hero, became the measure of Man in
action and thought,

f ur

Megroas” Yahguord Role .

The vanguard role of an oppressed people has
also put white labor in mass production to the
test. And it has put a question mark over the con-
tinuous technolugical revolutions, brought to a
climax with Automation and nuclear power. For,
without an underlying philosophy, neither the
machine revolutions uor the splitting of the atom *
can produce anyihing but fear-~fear of unemploy-
ment in the one case and fear of war in the other.

As was evident by the Negro's attitude in World
War I, nothing can stop him from being the bit-
tercil enemy of the existing society, In the midst
of the war, the Negro broke out In a series of
demonstrations in Chicago, Detroit, New York as
well as 4t army camps, Along with the miners’
peneral strike that same yegr, these were the first
nstances in United States history when both labor,
white and Negro, and the Negro as the discrimi-
nated-agaitist minority, refused to call a halt elthar
to the, class struggle or the struggle for egual
Both forces challenged their own State as
well as Communist propagandists who had de-
clared the imperialist war to have become one of
“riational iiberation” which demanded subordina- -

+ lion to'it of all other struggles, (3)

. Fully o understand today’s activities—~and that
is the unly meaningful way to telebraie the cen- .
tenary of the Emancipation Proclamation -— we
inust turn to the rocls in the past. This is not
merely to put history aright. To know where one
has been is one way of knowing where one ig
guing.-To be able to nnticipate tomorrow one has
to understand today. One exampie of the dual
movement—the pull of the future on the present
and it link to the past—is the relationship of the
American Negro 1o the Africon Revolutions. Be-
cause it is casy enough to see that the United
States Supreme Court which, in 1954, gave its
decision on desegration in schoals [s not the Court
which, 100 yeors before, proclaimed the infamous
Dred Seolt decision, thete are those who degrade
today's self-activity of the Negro. Instead, they
credit Administration policy with changing the
status of the American Negro. .

They point to the Cold War and the need for
Amerlca, in jts contest with Russia, lo win “the
Arrican mind." There is no doubt thai the Cold
Warinfluenced the decision of the Supreme Court.
Neither is there any doubt that the African Revo-
lutionz were a boon to the Negro American strug-
gles. But this {3 no one-way road. It nover has

ceii, For decades, If not for centurles, the self-
activity of the American Negro preceded and in-
ipired-tho African Revolutions, its leaders as well
n3 ity ranks, Ita thou&hu az well as it actlons, The
relutionship is to and from Africa. it 1a & two-way

(3) The Hegre and the Cemmunist Party, by Wilion Runfd‘

Universliy of N, Corghina, 1931, It o useful bock on al
the chonges. in the Communist Porty line ior the pariod
re are oblained
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road. This too we shall sce more clearly as we
return to the past. Because both the present and
the future have their rools in a philosophy of
liberation which gives action its direction, it be-
comes imperative that we discover the historie
link betwcen philosophy and action. ’

Birth of Abolitionism

Despite ithe mountains of books on the Civil
War, there is yet to be o definite one on that sub-
ject. None is in prospect in capitalist Amerjca.
Indeed it is an impossibility so long as the activity
of the Negro in shaping American Civilization
remaivs a blank in the minds of the academie his-
torians. The bourgeois historian is blind not only
to the role of the Negro but to that of the white
Abolitionists. Mainly unreesrded by a1l standard
historians, and licomelicaliy sealed off frors their
puwer of comprehension,. lie three decades of
Abolitionist struggle of whites and Negroes that
preceded the Civil War and made that irrepres-
sible conflict inevitable, Yet these are the decades
when the crucible out of which the Arst great
independent expression of American genjus wes
forged, , )

The historians who dominate American scholar-
ship have only passing references to the Aboli-
tionist movement. Clearly no unbridgesble gult
sepurates this type of history writing from Russia's
infamous rewriting of its revolutionary history.
Onlg Negro historians such as W. E. B, Du Bois,
G. Corter Woodson, and J. A. Rogers have done
the painstaking research to set the record of
American history straight by revealing the Ne-
proes' great role in its making. With few oxeep-
tions, however, their worl 15 ignored by 1the
dominant white acadamecians. Literary historians,
Jlike Vernon L. Parrigflon in his Maln Carrentx in
American Thought, did, it is true, recognize that
the soil which produced a Ralph Waldo Emetson
produced also a William Lloyd Gatrison.

Essayists like John Jay Chapman go a great depl
further than Professor Parington. He sides with
the Abolitibnists against the great literary writers
comprising the Transcendentalists. “The Transcan-
dentalists,” writes John Jay Chaptnan, “were Sture
of only one thing—that socley as constituted was
all wrong. The siavery question had shoken man's
fajth in the durability of the Republic, It was
therefore adjudged a highly dangerous subject , . .
Mum was the word . .. from Maine to Georgia.”

To this he contrasts Willlam Lloyd Garrison's
rin‘flng proclamation: *I will be as harsh as truth
and as uncompromising as justice. On this subjest
(slavery) I do not wish to think, speak or write
with moderation. I am in earnest — I will not
equivocate — I will not cafllulale — 1 will not
retreat u single inch—AND 1 WILL BE HEARD)”

In the 1921 preface to his bicgraphy of Garri-
son, Chapman boldly claims “that the history of
the United Siates between 1800 and 1860 will some
day be rewritten with this man as its central
figure.” This certainly separates Chapmon deci-
sively from the established histerlans who *an.
alyze” Abolitionism ns [f it com‘?rised a small
group of fanstics removed from the mainstream
of Americen Clvilization. Chapman certainly be-
lieved the Abolitionists to be the true molders of
history, Such wriling, however, remains a history
of great men instead of great masses of “common
men.

.Since

The Abolitionists, however, saw themselves dif-
ferently. The great New Englander, Wendell Phil-
lips, was fully awere of the fact that not only
Negro lesders like Frederick Douglass or Harriet
Tubran, but white Abolltionists like himself and
even the founder ol the LIBERATOR, William
Lloyd Garrison, were “so tall" because they stood
on the shoulders of the actual mass movement of
slaves following the North Star to freedom. With-
ou! the constant coniact of the New Enpgland
Abglitionists with the Negro mass, slave and free,
they would have been nothing—and no cne edmit-
ted it mare froely than these leaders themselves,
The Abnlitionists feli that strongly because they
found wha{ great lterary figures like Emerson,
Thorcay, Hawthorne, Meiville and Whitman did
not Hind—the human farre for the resaneirustisn
of soclety,

This is what armed them 100 years ago, with a
more aceurate measure of “the Great Emuanicipa-
tor” than most uf today's writers, though the lotter
write with hindsight. This i5 what gave the Aboli~
tonists the foresight (o see that the Civil War may
be won on the battlefield but lost in the more
fundamental ,lproblem of reconstructing the life of
the country, This is what led Kar]l Marx to say that
a speech by Wendell Philllps was of “greater
Importance than a battle bullelin” This is what
led the great ‘Abolitionist, Phillips, after ehattel

‘slavery wos ended, to come to the Iahor ingve-

ment, vowing himsel! “willing to accept the final
results of a principle so radieal, such as the over-
throw of tht whole profit-making system, the
extinction of all monopolies, the abolition of rivi-
leged classes . . . and best and grandest of ai , the
fine} obliteration of that foul stigma upon ‘our
se-called Christian civilization, the poverty of the
masses ., L

Ameorican Roots of Marxism

The speatanenus affinity of ideas, the iadepen-
dent worlking oul of the problems of the B8ge as
manifested in one’s own countiy, and the common
Hur.-:amstxgonl made inevitable the crossing of the'
paths of Korl Merx and the Abolitionists.
-Dee? indeed arc the American rosts of Marxism,

Marxism is not anly in books but in the daily

lives of peopte, one must, to grasp its American
roots, do more than inhabit an ivory tower, Far,
however, from heeding Wendell Fhi lips’ admani-
tion that “Mever aguin be ours the Tastidious
scholarship that shrinks from rude contact with
the masses,” American jntellectuals have so ada-
mantly sough! escape from reality that they have
became more conservative than the politiciane. To
use another expression of the great P fllips, “There
i3 a clazs among us so confervative, that they are
afraid the roof will come down if You sweep the
cobwebs.” .

This characterizes cur ape most nccurately. It
applies just as appropriately to the end of the

neteenth century when the country turned from
Populism to ram?ant racism because capitallsm
found it “simply liked the smell of emphe,” (4)
By _then Phillips and Marx were lon since dead.

Fortunately, however, Marxism, be ng a theory
of liberation, its Humanlsm springs ever pnew in
toduy's uctivities. (5)

————
41 American Diplsma $00-1030, by George F. X .
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PART I
from the First through the

Second American Revolution

The Alrican, brought here ag slave against his
will, played a decisive role in the shaping of
American Civilization.

Some (6) there are who feel it is wrong to begin

the Negro's history in America with his arrival

here as a siave in 1619 since he had reached these
ahoies long beliute Hien—wilh the discovery of the
new world, in fact, mainly as servants or, in some
cnses, in the entourage of the explorers themnselves.
It is certainly true that in the first quarter of the
17th century there were as many as 10,000 free
Negroes in tie United States, This is 1ot the point
however. The point is thal in slave tevolts, first
and foremost, in appeals of free Negroes, in the
runaway slave being “conducted” North via the
Underground Railway by fugitive ex-slaves, the
Negro, free or slave, bhut especially slave, was
decies(iive in the course American development fol-
lowed, '
Tha Ambivalence of the
Declaration of Independence .

It was the Negro's will to be free, not his alleged

docility, that inspired the first druft of the Declara- .

tion of Independence in which Thomas Jefferson
lashed out against King Genrge I1I for conducting
a “eruel war against human nature itself, violsting
its most sacrec. rights of life and liberty in the
parsons of a distant people who never ofended
him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in
another hemisphere . . ." ’ .

Ugon the Insistence of the Scuthern delegation
at the Continental Congress, this paragraph was
stricken from the Declaration, In this Arst burial
of fall freedom's call les imbedded the social
condlicts of today. .

Though the section which specifically aimed at
the abolition of slavery was expunged from the
Declaration of Independence so that the abstrac-
tions of freedom couid fit the context of a slave
society, so overpowering were its impleations that
it “sounded the tocsin™ (7) for the European revo-
lutions that followed. From the very birth of the
nation there was a great divide Letween the
leaders in government and the rank and file
inasses. It wasn't limited to the slave revolts in
the South. It showad itself in unrest and repres-

sion of the free farmers in Massachusct_ls in the'

Shay's Rebellion, and of the workmen in Phila-
delphia and New York in their first strikes and
furmation of workingmen's parties.

1783, the year Eli Whitney invented the cotton
gin that transformed cotton into a lush cash crop,
was the year in which the House of Representa-
tives refused o pass a Jaw abolishing slavery. It
was the year the first Fugitive Slave Act was
rnssr.-d against the runaways, A short fHive Years
ater, the Alien and Sedition Law that was paossed
was nimed at all opposition to the ruling Federal-
ists. The so-called Jefferson revolution which put
an end to the odious Allen and Sedition Low did
not, however, do anything to rcverse the first
Fugitive Sluve Act which was 300n (o be followed
by others more repressive.

The cotton gin had signailed not only the con-
tinuance of slavery in the 1780's, but the urofting

Fratace to

m Seo The Nnero Ravolt, by Louis L. Lernax

epltal by Korl Maorx,

upon it, at the turn of the I8th cantury, of all the
added evils of commercial capitalism. The decada
of 1820-1830 marked the birth of indusirial capi-
talism so that Cotton was how King not only in
the plantation economy, and in trade, but in New
Englund textiie and industry and nalitics in qen.
eral. Cotton as King made and unmade presidents
and induced so great a national conspiracy of
silence that it poisoned the young democracy. The
stream of runaways played n key role in impelling
¢ivil war. Ross Harnett's predecessor in offjre 100
years- hack, Governor Quitmar, complained that
between 1800-1860 the South hzd lost more than
100,000 siaves, valued at 30 million dollars,

_Yel, by sharpening antagonisms and soejal con-
flicts, “the cotton fibre” produced the most glorious
page in American history, that written by the
Abaolitionists,

1. Abolitionisin, First Phase: From
“*Moral Suasion® to Harper’s Ferry

Negro Slave Revolts had reached a certajn stage
with Denmark Vesey in 1824 which led to o new
pproach to the attempls to gain freedom. An
Underground Rajlway, which, was neither under-
grotind nor a railway, was organized in 1825 to
conduct runawoy siaves to freedom in the North
aml in Canada, The following yesr the free Ne-
groes organized the Massachusetts General Colored
Peoples Association. Its papor, appropriately called
FREEDOM'S JOURNAL, appeared in 1827, with
its first editorial announcing, “Too long have others
spoken for us.” T )

Dovid Walker's Agpeal

The most sensational response, however, was
achleved by o single Negro named David Walker,
who, in 1829, published: Walker's Apneal in Four
Articles: Together with a Preamble, to the Col-
oured Citlzens of the World, but in particulur, and
very expressly ‘lo those of the Unlted States of
Americn, .

David Walker was a free Negro from North
Carolina who had settled In Boston where he
eatned e living by collecting rags, His APPEAL
was addressed to the free Negroes. He took them
10 task for their meekness. He urged them to make
the couse of the slave their own because the
wretchedness of the free Negroes' conditions was
due to the existence of slavery.

Walker urged them to make freedom their busi-
hess, He pointed to the superiority of Ne roes, in
numbers and in bravery, over the whites. He took
the great to task as well In response to Thomas
Jefferson, who had referred io the Netégro'a color
asx “unfortunate,” David Waller shouted * Col-
our will yet rout some of you out of the very face
of the earth | | | America is more our country, thon
it is the whites—we have enriched it with our
blood and tears."

So extraordinary was the lmspnct of this pam-

nlet that legislufures in the South were called
nto zpecial session to enhact luws sgninst free
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Negroes as against slaves {or reading it. They pul
a price of $3,000 on the head ol its author. Never-
theless, 50,000 copies of this 76-page pamphlet
were sold and circulated from hand te hand, Those
who could not read had others read it {o laem,
The South trembled at the simple words of an
obseure Negro.

The vanguard role of the Negro in the struggle
for freedom helped bring onto the historic stuge
the tnost extraordinary of all phenomena of
American Civilization: New Enpland Abolitionism,
The year that Wiiliam Lloyd Garrison (8) {ounded

the LIBERATOR, 1831, was the year also of the

last and greatest of Negro slave revolts--that of
Nut Turner. The Cambridge Mudern History tells
us.:

“The jneurrection wac al once attributed to
Negiw preachiers and incendiary publications’ such
as Walker's pamphlet and the Liberator . . . To
attack the Liberator now becane habitual in ail
Slave-holding States. The corporation of vne city
forbade any free Negro to take a copy of it from

‘ the post-office. A vigilonce committee in another
offered $1500 for the detection and conviction of
any white person found cireulating copies. The
governors of Georgia ond Virginin called on the
mayor of Boston to suppress it; and the legislature
of Georgin offered $5,000 to any person who should
secure the arrest and conviction of Garrison under

- the laws of the State,

“Undeterred by these attacks, Garrison pathered
gbout him a little band of Abolitionists, and to-
wards the close of 1831 founded at Boston the New
England Anti-slavery Saciety, and in 1833, at Phi-
Tadelphin, the American Anti-slavery Society.”

Abolitionism: a New Dimension
of Awmerican Character

Nothing since has superceded this merger of
white intellectual with the Negro mass with the
same intense devolion to principle, the same inti-
macy of reiations of white and black, the same
unflinching propoganda in face ol mob persecu-
tion—and even death-—the same greainess of
character which never bent during three long
decades of struggle until the irrepressible conflict
occurred, and even then did not give up the fight
but sought to transform it — and succeeded —
from a war of mere-supremacy of Northern' indus-
try over Southern cotton culture to one of cman-
cipation of slaves.

The movement renounced all traditional poti-
tics, considering all political parlies of the day as
“eorruptl.” They were inter-raclal and in o slave
society preached ond practiced Negro equality.
They were distinguished as well for Inspiring,
aligning with ang fighting for equality of women
in an age when the women had neither the right
to the ballol nor to property nor to divorce, They
were internationalist, covering Europe with their
message, and hringing back to this ¢ountry the
message of the Irlsh Freedom Flghters,

. They sought no rewards of any kind, fighting
for the pure ldea, though that meant facing the
hostility of the natlonal government, the state,
the local police, and the best citizens who be-
catne the most unruly mobs, They were beaten,
mobbed and stoned.

These New England Abolitionisls added a new
dimension to the word, intellectual, for these were
intellectuols, whose intellectual, sociel and political

{B) For o modarn biogroghy of Williom Lioyd Garrlwsn, see

the ong by Jchn hapman in Tha Sefected Willlngy
of John Jay Chapman; Forsar, Siroums and Cudahy, Naw
York. For &6 mare delaitsd blography, ire Willlam Lloyd
Garrisen—The Story ot His Lite, wniten by hit children,

ereativity was the expression of precise soclal
jorees. They gloried in being “the means” by
which & direct social movement expressed itself,
the movement of slaves and free Negroes for total
freedom.

Pacilist though they were In philosophy, they
lined up with John Brown. Perhaps that ex.
plains why, despite the great native tradition of
Abolitionism some of today's Negro leaders have
traveled instead to India in scarch of a phileso-
phy of nnn-violence.

Wendell Phillips eloguently cxplains why the
pacifists of that day came to the defense of the
great marvtyr: "Harper's Ferry is the Lexington of
today . . . Suppose he did fail . . . There are wwo
kinds of defeal. Whether in chains or in laurels,
Liberty kuows nothing but victories. Scoldiers call
IBunkt.-erill a defeat; but Liberty dates ifrom
it.. M

2. Abolitionism, Second Phave:
The Unfinished Revolution

On January 11, 1860, Marx wrole to Engels: “In
my opinion, the Inpgest things that are happening
in the world teday are, on the one hund the move-
meni of the slaves in America started by the death
of John Brown, and, ¢n the other, the movement
of the serfs in Russia . . . I have just seen in Lhe
Tribune that there has been a fresh rising of slaves-
in Missouri, naturally suppressed. But the signal
has now been given.” (10) :

When the young Marx first broke from bourgeois
sociely and claborated his philosophy of Human-
ism in 1844, he paid litile attention 1o the remains
of chatwel stavery. Now, however. Marx kept his
eyos giwed on the movement of the Negro slaves,
When the Civil War broke out, and’ “the Greal
Emancipator” did all in his power to limit it o o
white man's war for Unicn, Marx began to popu-
larize the s?t:{.-ches and anulyses of the Abplition-
ists, especially those Wendell Phillips wroie against
the Northern conduct of the war: “The President.
has not put the Confiscation Act into operation. .,
He has neither insight nor foresight . ..

Beeause Lincoln's main strategic concern was 1o
conciliite the sa-called “moderate” border slave-
statea that remained in the Union, he wanted
neither to free the slaves nor ailow them to parti-
cipate in the war as soldiers. Lincoln nullified the
few aitempts by generals on the spot (John C
Fremont in Missourl, David Hunter in Georgia,
Tlorida and South Carolina, and Ben Butler in
Virginia) to Issue their own emaneipation procla-
mations. As late as 1862, when Heorace Greeley as
editor of the Tribune published "A Prayer of 20
Millions” for the abolition of szlavery, Lincoln re-
plied: “My paramount objective is to save the
union, and is not cither to save or destroy slavery.”

This denotes the first phase of the long Civil
Wat which lasted four years and cost the lives of
a mililon men. Phillips maintained that if it hod
been fought as a war of liberalion—and the Ne-
grocs were pounding ot all the doors, North and

%) For a moedetn blography of Wendsll_Phillips ses The

Prophet of Libarty homr Shetwin. Qtharwise, see his

own Speschel and Writings, Thte olis iltlunuinole the

rele of woman in the Apolitionist movement and its
cynnection with the stort of the suffrageila movement.

+i0) Selacted Coregspondence of Mors and Engels. Most of
the other quotolions frem Moex's correipondence can
tes fuund eatily in his writings trom the dotés given.
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South, to let them fight—i{ could be easily won
in a few months, When military expediency, how-
ever, dictated a change in course, Phillips main-
inined thot. “In this war mere victory on a
battlefield amounts to nothing, contributes little or
nothing toward ending the war. .. Such an aimless
war I call wastetul and murderous.” .

When Engels too feared that things were going
50 budly for the North, that it would lose the war,
Marx wrote: “A single Negro regiment would have
a remarkuble effect on Southern rerves . .. A war
of this kind must be conducted on revelutionary
lines while the Yankeet have thus far been trying
to conduct it ernstitutionally.” (11}

Finally, on January 1, 1853, Abraham Lincoln
issued his Emancipation Proclamation. It wag no
ringing deelaration; his compromisist words moved
gingerly 10 iree only those slaves in the rebellious
states. As one historian recently put it, it was *as
emotional as a bill of sale,” (12)

Turning Point

Nevertheless it is the turning point. This second .

stage of the war altogether transformed its char-
acter. The passing of this year in the Civil War
outlires the contrast of cenfuries. Megroes focked
into the Army, Lattles began being won. Wendell
Phillips declared; “I wont the blacks as the very
besis of the effort to regenerate the South)"

On the other side of the Atlantic, English work-
ers, whose livellhood 25 textile workers depended
on Southern cotton, held mass deraonstrations to
prevent their ruling class from lnterveninﬁi on the
side of the Bourbon Sguth, whote cotten Kingdom
supplied Brilain's textile barons the raw materinls
for their world-dominating industry,

A-new decade had Indeed dawmed in the world

with the outbreak of the Civil War in the United
States, the insurrection in Poland, the strikes in
Parls, and the mass meetings of English workery
who chose to starve rather than pe{g‘emate slaverly
on the other side of the Atisntic. The actions cul-
minated in the establisnment of the International
Workingmen's Association, headed by Kurl Marx.
From the first, Marx took the side of the North,
though, naturally ns wé saw, he wes with Phillips'
.criticism of the conduet of the war, tather than
with the President, of whom he had written to
Engels: “All Lincoln's acts appear like the mean
‘mtl-iogging conditions which one lawyer puts to
opposing lawyer. But this does not alter their

[n; bld, Aug. 7, 1862, _
12) "Lincsln and the Proclomation,” on articla in The

62, Richa:

|
Progressive, Dec, 1962, rd N. Cuiren! cuthor
af many works on Lincoln,
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" Abaolitionism as a movement veniched fro

historic content . . . The events over there are a
world upheaval.” (13)

He therefore separated himsel! from otie (14}
self.styled Marxists in the United Si#tes who
evaded the whole issue of the Civil Wir :* suying
they were opposed to “ali slavery, wuge and
chaitel,” In the name of the International, Marx
wrole Lincoln, “While the werkingmen, the true
political power of the North, allowed slavery ta
deflle j.he?r own republie; while before the Negro
ruastered and sold without his concurrence they
boasted it the highest prerogative of the white-
skinned labarer to sell himself and choose hig own
master; they were unable {o attain the true free-
domw of labor or to support their Eurcpean brethren
in their struggle for emeancipation, but this barrier
10 progress has been swept off hy the rod.sss of
civil war,”

As Marx later oxpressed it in CAPITAL, "In
the United States of North America, every inde-
pendent movement of the workers was paralyzed
so long as slavery disfigured a part of the Repup-
lic, Labor ¢annot emancipute itself jn the white
skin where in the black it is branded. But out of
the death of slavery a new life at once arose. The
first fruit of the Civil War was the agitation for
the eight-hour-day that ran with the seven-
lecgued hoots of the locomotive from the Atlantie
to the Pacific, from New Eungland to Calitorniu,
The Generel Congress of Labor at Baltimore (Au-
gust 18, 1866) declared: 'The first and great necas-
sity of the present, to free the labor of this country
from capitalistic slavery, is the passing of a law
by wlich eight hours shalt be the normal working-
day in all states of the American Unicn. We are
resulved Lo ?ut forth sll our strength until this
glorjous resvit ir attained'.” )

Soan after the war and the abolition of 3lavetxl-‘y,

m_ the
scene. Of all its leaders, Wendell Phillips alone
mude the transition to the labor movement. The
four million freedmen remained tied to cotton cul-
ture and thereln lier imbedded the roots of the
Negro Question. . L

{13) The Clvil War in the, United States, by. Morx and

r.gols, .
{14) Ju?l as Marx in his day separated himself, 30 Engels
. ofter Morx's death wrota: “'The Soeial-Damocratie
Federation hers thares with your Genman-American
Sodiulists, the distinction of belng tha only partles that
have tunoged to reduce the Mamian ry of de.
1op ‘10 a rigid orih , whith tha workars crs
nat to reach thamsalvas by their own class fealings
but which they hava te gu‘lf down o an articls o
faith at ence ond without developmaent. That is why
both of fhem remain mere tects ond coma, as Hugs!
3ayt, trom nathing fthreugh nothing to no!h‘ras." (Lot
tera lo Americans by Marx and Engals, p. 263.)
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PART I
the Still-Unfinished Revolution

The ignorant white mobs, instigated by Faubus,
Ross and their ilk in the Decp South who kave
becn on the rampage ever since the 1934 United
States Supreme Court decision to desepregale
schools, may not know it, bui the frec public edu-
cation from which they want the Negroes excluded,
wae first instituted in the South by the Negro
during the much-maligned Reconstruetion perjod.
The Negro and white legislatures of the post-Civil
War period gave the South the only democraey it
fed ever known—and has since forgoiten. (15}

Mo one can rewrite history, which recvords that
also for the first time, universal manheod suflrage
as well as equal political, civil and legal rights for
ite citizens then became a way of life for the
Sputh. That such elementary democracy had to be
brought there or: bayonels and then enly efter the
. while supremacist secessiunists were finally de-
feated in @ bloody war lasting four years is only
further proof of tne philosophy of unfreedom of
the aristocratic South that Jorded it over the bent
back of human beings reduced to stavery. This
expression, “phi!osophi,r of unfreedom,”~—coined by
the grest German phifosopher, G. W. F. Hcgel, 1o

chavacterize India's caste system — periectly de-

scribes the ideology of the dominani South.

Even as an unfinished revolution the achieve-
ments of the Civil War, however, vannot be ex-
punged from the historic yecord which is reflected
in the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments, added to
the Constitution by a radical Repablican Congress
and approved by the whole nation, which abolished
slavery and thereby achieved Union.

No one can rewrite history, which, unfortunate-
1y, alsp records that these were virtually nullified
once the Army was withdrawn, The counter-revo-
lution in the South, however, was not of reglonal
make only, although il was instigated there hy the
slavocrats who lost the war but won.ihe peace once
they iearned to accept the dictates of Morthern
capital. In enacting the infamous “Black Codes,” the
unreconsiritcled South knew it could do so with
impunity once the Army was out. The withdraw:l
of the Army was not, however, the cause, but the
consequence of the new, expansive development
of Northern ca italism snd the betruyal of four
million newly-freed human beings wno did not
own the Jand they tilled.

‘Liberal Tradition’

The new phase of Northern copitalist develop-
ment hod, of course, been a motivating force for
the Civil War, But, the cconomlic determinist view
notwithstanding, it was not the propellent. The
Second Ameritan Revolution was far more than
an “economic revolution” Much as the industri-
alists wished to break the monopoly of commercial
over industrial eapital, of Americon slavishness 1o
British texiile manufscturing, cash and compro-
mise was too ingrained an alement of Ametican
capitalism for the industrinlists to venture forth
jnto civil war. Only the most prodigious revolu-
tionary exerlions by slaves, Abolitionlsts xnd, In
many of i3 stages, labor, could tear apart the
power lnk of cash and compremise that bound

————

{15} Black Reconytruction, by w. E. B, Du Bais, 15 the only
scholarly, work on the subject. Yel lo this day it I
gélr-r?ordad by white historians, Narthern as well ot

uthem.

tagether cotton and textiles; colton growers, cotton
shippers and financiers,

“If Lincolr. has grown,” wrote Wendell Phillips
after the issuance of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, *it is quite natural. We watered him." At
the same ‘ime, however, it was no aceident that
Lincoln chose Andrew Johnson as his running
mate for the second term, in place of the Vice-
President of tne first term, Hannibal Hamlin who
was 2 friend of the Abolitionists. The objective
compulsion of capitalist industrialization held Lin-
coln in thrall. The Civil War hrought to a climax
and summed up the paradox of the Jeffersan
Jackson-Lincoln liberal presidential tradition.

In oftice, Jeflerson and the Jeffersonians weit
fulfilied Hamiltenions, In office, Jacksonian demo-
cracy turned oul to be something very different
from the rule of farmer and machanic against
Eastern finance eapital. As a present-day admirer

_of Andrew Jackson, Arthut Schlesinger, Jr.

ghrased it in hiz Ape of Jackson; “The fate of the
acksenian cconortic legislation was that common
historical ivony: it on the whale promoted the very
ends il was intended to deleat. The general laws
sprinkled holy waters on corporations, cleansing
themn of the legal stalus of monopoly, and sending
them forth as the benevolent agencies of free
competition.” .

in the same manner, Lincoln, in oftice, devel-
oped the “American System” more in Jine with
the concepl of the “Great Compromiser,” Hen!
Clay, than in the spirit of & “Great Emancipatot”
heading the Second American Revolution. This
made il easy for that Tenessee Jacksoniun, Andrew
Johnson, in his own treacherous Ways, to ser that
the revolution remained unfinishe..

Johnton to Grant to Hayes

Surely it was not too sharp a change {rom the

" Credit Mobilier scandal-wracked Grant Adminis-

tration to the consummate betrayal that was 1o
take place in 1876, Upon the understanding that
Federal - troops would be withdrawn from the
South the Electoral College voted for the minority
Presldenlial candidate, Rutherford B. Hayes, to
hecome the President who would carry out the
betrayal of the black freedmen.

The three basic vonstituents of the betrayal, that
is to say, the unfinished state of rovolution, were:
(1) the freedmen did not get “the 40 egcres and
a mule” they were promised; (2) the old slave
owners did get back thelr planations and thus the
power to institute a mode of production to suit
cotion culture; and (3) the crog lien system was
introduced with *new” labor: share cropplng.

Historlans who state that “the Negro prol lem"
iz rooted in slavery, and stop there, fail to see
the crux of the question. The “sti mu" of slavery
could not have persisted so lon { the economic
remains of slovery—share-cropping and tenancy—
had not persisted. With!n the economic remalns of
slavery the roots of the Negro Question lle. Once
Cons , in 1887, failed fo pass Thaddeus Stevens'
Land Division Act which would have given each
freedmnn 40 acres and $50 for a homestead, the
rest was inevitable,

1t is this beckwardness of the agricultural econ-
oiny whickh led Lenin, in his 1013 study, "New Data
on the Lows of Development of Capltalism and
Agricuiture,” to remark about “the striking simi-




larity between the economic position of the Amer-
jean Negro and that of the former ser! of the
central agricdltural provinces in Russia.” Even in
Russin, where there was some fraudulent attempt
to give the sert the land, it waz impossible for the
Russion serf to tise above the needs of the back-
ward economy. All the more where the Negre did
not get his “40 acres and n tnule,” Cotion remajn-
ing dominant, semi-feudal relatipnships were in-
evitable, The division of labar set up by the cotton
economy may rot be disturbed. The social relations
arising on the basis of the cotton economy remain
“Jess changed than the soil itself on which the
cotteh is grown.” (16)

Boss end Black Relotionship

Naturally the infamous “Black Codes” which the
plantation nwners now enacted and were free o
execute and “the gentleman's agreement” with
Northern capital, as well as with the help of the
KKK, paved the royal road back for while suprem-
acy South. But once we pluce the problem in its
proper economic framework, the hurman factors
can emerge and then we see the limitations of all
lawe, written and unwritien. Nowhere js this
clearer than in the banighted South as the counter-
revolution comes into head-on collislon with
masses in revolt in the decode of the [880's and
1890°s and Populism Sweeps the South. When this
new attempt at revolutionary changie occured, “the
besi and biack” relationship was fully .dominant.

The cropper has neither control of the nature
of his crop nor the marketing of it. The cropper
owns nothing but his Jabor power, and must part
with half of the crop for “furnishings,” Somehow
the rest of the crop seems likewise to go to the
merchant upon whom he depetids for his every
purchase of clothing, food, implements and .ferti-
izer,  The cropper is charged exorbitant prices
but he must not question the word of the boss who
keueps the books and makes the “scitlement,” at
which time the cropper finds himself in debt and
thus unable to leave the land,

To this day more than one-third of the croppers
is one and one-half years hehind in debt. The
“plot” for the maintenance of “white supremacy”
in the South srose from the actusl process of
cotton production. There was g “gentleman’s agree.
ment” that Southern Industri(—-textllcs‘-—devehp
~nnder the condition that it lzave unionched the
black labor sunply of the plantations.

When the New Deal came South, “the patern-
alism of the planter, the dependency of the tepant
so meticulously maintained, the stern objections
on the part of the landlord to any change in the
traditional relationship™ (17) made it difficult and
in some cases jmpostible for the Government to
deal with the cropper directly. The fear of the
planter that the cropper be removed from hix jn-
fluence and learn that he iz not personally depend-
ent’ upon him set up well-nigh insurmountable
barriers to the cropper’s geiting any benefits from
the A.AA,

The county agent in charge of the A.A.A. pay-
ments, for instance, had to make the credit store
the |1:»&':int of distribution of A.A.A. checks, The
result was that the merchant retsined the check
elther for “unpaid debts” or for “fuilure furnish-
ings"” to his tenant. Or the merchant wonld suggest
that the checks be given to him outright. Under
ihe prevajling relstionship in the rural Soutl,
such a 'suggestion” is tantamount {o an edict that
the Govcrnment agent has to obey,

The preva!lln% relationship which maokes such
a guggestion 8 low ir known as the “boss and
black™ relationship, and its economlie root s the

{16} Daep Zouth, by Davis, Gatdner, ond Worner, p. 268.

cotlon culture, That is so pervading a relatlionship
that it still holds though cropping is no lobger an
exclusively Negro vecupation—~there are in the old
South now five and a half million white tenants
10 over three million Negro tenants, though of the
croppers, the Negroes still constitute the majority.

“The vld boss and black attitude,” write the
authors of 1he rost concise economic study of
colton culture, "pervades the whole system, .
The fixed custom of exploitation has carried over
13 the white tenonl” (17) Nothing fundamental
chunged in Southern agricullure during the half
eentury thil scparates the New Deal from the year
of betrayal, 1877,

As we wrote at the time of the New Deal, “What
the Southern Block bellows in Congress may
frritate the sensitive cars of the Hurvard man in
the White House, but when he comes down Soeuth
they tell him what to do." Nothing has changed,
in the two decades since, except that JFK, instead
of FDR, now occupies the White House,

No wonder we have advanced so little from 1877
when Union, "one and indivisible,” meant unity
forged in the stmg{f]e against lobor for imperialist
adventures. To understand today’s racism as well
as tokenism, it 15 necessary to return to thal page
in history when the “gentleman’s agreement” of
Northern capital with the South set the stage for
the unbridled viclence against labor

A Northern Labor Struggles Against
Capital’s Stranglehold, 1877-97

1877, the year the Federal troops were removed
{from the South, was the year they were used to
crush the railroad strikes stretching from Penn-
sylvania {uv Texas, The Pennsylvania Governor not
only threatened labor with “a sharp use of bayonet
and muskel,” bui the Federal Government did
exactly that at the behest of the captains of indus-
try. The peace 'pact with th? Southern bourbons
meant unrestrained violence on Lhe part of the
rulers, both North and Scutl, against lahor,

On the other hand, labor began the decade of
the 1870"s in Europe with the Paric Commune, the
first workers' state in world history. So numerous
were the American followers of the Paris Com-
mune that Wendell Phillies sajd that all that was
needed {0 meet a Comunard was “to scrateh a
New Yorker.”

The yuthiessness with which capital asserted its
rule aver labor that worked long hours for little
pay, whith was further cut ot the will of the fac-
tory owners every time a financial crisis hit the
country, drove labor underground. The first Na-
tional Lober Unien had a very short span of life,
The Xnights of Lrbor that replaced it organizrd
white and black alike, with the result that, at its
helght (18868) oul of a lotal membership of one
million no less than 90,000 were Negroes. Never-
theless, no Nucihern organization could possibly
get to the mass base of Negroes who remained
overwLelmingly, preponderantly in the South, For,
along with belng freed from sluvery, the Negroes
were freed aiso from a wag (o make a lving.
Landiess were (he new freedmen, and penniless,

As the 1869 Congress Resolution of the Nationuk
Labaor Union put it, “American citizenship for the
black mnn s o complete failure if he is proscribed
{rom the workshops of the country.”" When North-
ern labor emerged as a rew force in the 1877
railrond strikes, Negro labor was still South and
still in agriculture.

{17) The Collepse ol Cotton Tenoncy, by Johmion, Embres
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The severe financial crisis of 1873 dealt a death
blow to the Eight Hour Leagues, bul not to the
+ idea for an eight-hour day. In 1884 no! only the
idea, but the actions to put it into effest, were
once again initiated, this time Ly the Federation
of QOrganized Trades and Labor Unions of the
United States and Canada, later to be known as
the American Federation of Luber, .

The strupgle for the eight-hour day during the
decade of 1880's, however, got a blood bath from
the counter-revolution initinted by the capitalist
corporations aided amply by the goyernment, The
anarchist labor leaders, Parsons, Spies, Fischer
and Engel, were raiiroaded to the galiows,

The year was .1885, a year which became the
dividing line in American labor. On the one hend,
it was the year when no less than 80,000 were out
on strike for the eighi-hour dsy. On lhe other
hand, it was the yeor in which the counter-revolu-
tion succeeded in breaking the back of the most
militant sections of the labor movement through
the hanging and imprisonment of ils leaders.

It was the year the A. F, of L. “tonk over” the
strugple for the cight-hour day. On Lhe one hand
it was undeterred by the hysieria or the backing
away from the movement by the Knights of Labor
which in that year redched its highest point of

development and began its decline. On the other -

haud, the uniun restricted labor organization to a
eraft basis. Its reliance-on the upper sirutum of
labor——its skilled trades—was to impel it foward
“business unionism" and acceptance, with capital,
of membership in so-called civic federations. It
was itself involved in racism with its demand for
the “Chinese Exclusion" aet, not to mention raci-
ally separate locsls for Negroes. Its indifference to
the unskilled was to cause such isolation from the
Negro that it would become impossible v crganize
. heavy indusiry without breaking away from that

crait union stranglehold.

And yet in the 1880's it formed the {ransition
from diffuse to concentrated labor struggles. Dur-

ing the heart-bresking 1880's such historic battles-

were fought as the steel battle of Homestead, P,
1892; the silver mines at Coeur d'Alene in Idaho;
and the great Pullman (Illinois) strike of 1894, led
by Eugene V. Debs who, while in jafl, was to be
waon over to soclalism. As he put it

“In the gleam of every boyonet and the fxsh of

every rifle the class struggle was revealed. Thz
capitalist class, The working class. The class
struggle.” )

In retrospect, even bourgeois historians have had
to record: “If the Homestead skirmish introduced
the nation to the use of private armies by eaptains
of industry, the Pullman confiiet made it familiar
with two powerful engines of the federal govern-
ment—the judicial ukase, known as the writ of
injuction, and the use of regular soldiers in indus-
trial dispute.” {18)

During the late 1880’s and 1890's foo0, despite
Gompers' concept of “pure and simple trade
unions” without political overtones, much less in-
ternational relations, it was the AF. of L. which
sent delegates to the newly formed socond Marxist
Internationn] and got it to approve the Americon
suggestion for a general strike, world-wide il
possible, for the eight-hour day.

“Since a slmilar demonstration hos aiready been
decided upon for May 1, 1BBS8, rend thu Inter-
national Hesoiutlon, "this doy |8 uccepted for the
international demonstration.” As we see, far from
May I having been “imported” from Russin, it
was exported the world over by Amerlcan labor.
Peosont Revolts, New and Old

Surely today, when in every country in Latin

{18} The Rue of Amerlean Clvlllzation, by Charlsy A, Beord
ond Mary H. Beord, 1945 edition,

America, in the Middle East, in Asia, in Africa,
the cry 1s for apricultural reforms—and a never-
ending deluge of American books keep preaching
for it “so ithat Communism should not be the vie-
tor'—surely we ought finally to understand the
relationship of land and peasant in our own South
and not keep piling stupidity upon stupidity to
explain away “the Negro Question” To just such
a betruyal of peesant revolt during the Lutheran
Reformation Marx ottributed the state of back-
wardnese of the Germuny of his day, In his Peasant
Wars In Germany, Frederick Engels, the lifelong
collaborator of Karl Marx, pointed out that it was
not only tlhie peasanls who were betrayed when
they did not get the land during the 16th century
German Reformation, but Germany itself “disap-
peared for three centuries from the ranks of
countries- playing an independent part in history.”

Ia the czse of the white supremacy Solid South,
its re-establishment, at first, was short lived. The
violent KKK lynch Jawlessness, rope and faggot
rule was shaken to its very foundations within: one
short decade after the removal of the Union Army.
'This revslutionary upheaval came from within,
not without. It arose out of the prest discontent
of the farmers with the new form of monopoly
lanter-merchant-railroad vested interests which-
wrought the “new South" its greatest crisis. Popu-

. lism spread like a prairie fire bringing the “Solid

South” n more fundamental challenge then even
the Civil War. -

2. Black and White Unity and 1-1/4
Million Forgotten Negro Populists

Most amazing of all was the organization cf the
National Colored Formers' Alliance. Just as the
history of the slave revolts, when it was finally
revealed, put an end {o the myth of Negro docility,
«o this still little-known glorious chapter puts sn
end to the myth that the Negro “can't be orga-
nized,"” Think of ju .

At the very helght of the prejudice-ridden
post-Reconsituction pexiod, when the South was
supposedly solldly white In thought and action,
the Populist mevement that was sweeping the
gum:lt;ry found its most radical expression In the

oufki, : .

. The National Coloved Farmers' Alllance alone -
numbered ons and one-quarier milllon members
and, although separately organized from the
white agrarians, wuged thelr class baitles as one,
It was n power to be reckoned with both In state
and natiopal politics, and was instrumental In
the elections of Fopullst governors as weil as
national and state representatives, .

“Now the Peuple’s Parly suys to these two men,"
the referance was to onc white and one Negto, and
the speaker was white Georgian Tom Watson,
"You are kept spoart that you may be separntely
fleeced of your earnings, You are made to hate
each other because on that hatred [s rested the
keystone of the arch of financial despotism which
enslaves you both. You are deceived snd blinded
that you may not see how this race antagonism
ggfﬁt;.luulea o monctary system which beggars

Fantastle as it may sound coming from the
mouth of one who, with the turn of the century,
was to become the typlenl white sy remnclll.r{t
was characteristic durlng the height of the Populist
groundwell in the South. Populists not only spoke
thet way but acted s the Abolitionista had in their
day. When a young Negro preacher, H, S. Doyle,
wita threatened with lynching, Watson not enly

3384




hid him in his home, but sent a call for Populisis
1o protect him, Farmers rode all niqht Lo get there,
and with arms stacked on Watson's veranda, and
fully 2,000 farmers there as & defense guard,
Watison said: “We are determined that in this free
country that the humblest white or black man
who wants to talk our doctrine shal) do it, and the
mun doesn’t live who shall touch a hair on his
head without fighting every man in the People's
Party."

Watzon made hundreds of such speeches in the
decade of the 1880's. He spoke repeatedly from the
same platform with Negro speakers to mixed audi-
ences of Negro and white farmers, all on the
theme of the need of white and Negro solidarity to
fight “the money kings” who are to usz “the acej.
dent of calor” to divide the unified struggles; *This
is not a political fight and politicians cannot lead
or direct jt. It is 2 movement of the masses, an
uprising of the people, and they, and not the
politicians, will direct it. The eople need spokes-
men, not leaders, men in the front whe wi obey,
not command.” .

Here is how the distinguished Southern historizn,

. Vann Woodward, no fire-eyed radical, sums u‘p
the decade of the 1890s in his study of Tom Wat-
son, Agrarian Rebel: "Never before or since have
the two races in the South coms go close together
as they did during the Pupnlist struggles” The
unity of white and black was saon, in turn, shat
tered by the combined interests of the Bourbon
South with monopoliy capital that had won the
struggle over labor in the North, and spread Qs
tentacles over the Caribbean and the Pacific, Me-
nepoly capital's growth inte jmperialism puts ihe
last nail in the coffin of Southern demoeracy and
thus not only re-establishes racism in lhe South
but brings it'to the North, '

Populism

The unbridled viclence of private capital—its
. Pinkerton detectives and armed thugs ag strike-

breakers; the Supreme Court, with its use of the
Sherman Anti-Trust Act, not agalnst the corpora-
tions armed tosthe teeth, but against the unarmeq
strikers battling for the elementary right to a
livelihood; all ﬁndinﬁ their full class expression in
the use of troops by the Federal Government,
compelied both labor and agriculture to challenge
enpital’s monopoly of the seats of government, it
did so with a new mass party—the eople's Parly
—maore popularly called Popullsm, which reached
its highest point in the 1866 election,

The class struggles of the two decades, 1877 to
1807, had shaken up calpital. While labor did not
succeed in freeing itself from capitals strangle-
hood, it had sericusly chullenged its dominance.
During the same period agrarian discontent result-
ing from the agrarian depressions of the '80's and
‘80°s completely averturned the wninhibited rule
of the Southern plantocracy, Desplte the removal
of the Federal troops, despile its now unlimited
gowar. the violence of the and the more

estinl lynchings, the new South expotienced &
5!:&!9((!!: overturn in social yelations than durin'ithe

ivil War itzelf, This civil war didnt come thece
on the polnt of a Yankee bayonet, It was Internal
and it yucceeded in establishing white and black
solldority under the banner o Populism, at the
very time when the class struggies in the Narth

fave soclalism its native roots among workers and
armery, Matching the agricultural was the fndus-
trial unrest which, from 1881 through 1900, rec-
orded 22793 strikes involving no fewer than
6,105,684 workers,

Intellectual Ferment

The emergence of labor az a new power affected
cvery aspect of life. The resulting intellectual
ferment gave birth to muckrakers as well os
theoreticiahs, to writers of utopias as well as such
professional associations ag the Amerjean Eco-
nomic Asscciation (AEA). The asscciztions were
born under a leadership that stressed the need to
ubandon ruthless “laissez faire, and Instead *io
humanize" economics.

Asr founder of the AEA, Richard T. kly had
praised Marx's CAPITAL as one of the “ablest
politico-eeonomic treatises ever written,” His col-
league, John R."Commoans, laid entirely rew foun-
dations for a world view of American history with
his 1) volume Docomentary History of Intiustriai
Soclely and two volume History of Laber, He had -
also lold 4 totally new basis for education with his
advice o his students “to visit workingmen in
their homes and to join a labor union for only then
could the needs.and aspiration of the working class
be really understood” since “books did not teach
and educated men did not know reasons for work-
ingraen’s behavior.” (19} .

The hack writers, however, followed big capital
in judging Richard T. Ely’s The Labor ovement
in Amecrica as “ravings of an anerchist or the
dream of a socialist."”

Nor were the fathers of American sociclogy
unaware of the class struggles and the need to
humanize social relations. The muckrakers even
mare than sociologists, historians and theoreticions
did indecd produce as great a disturbance {n “pub-
lic opinion” as the labor struggles did. |

It was not %:Er single event like the utopjas
described by ward Bellamy in hiz Locking
Backiward, or 8 theory like Henry (eorge's single
tax (though his Progress and Property certainly
stirred up a political movement), or an expose of
Standard Qll by Henry Demarest Lloyd. (20) In -
Wealth Against Commonwealth his exposure of

rivate capital way interlaced with attacks on
vgislature, like the statement that “Stendard Ot
had done everything with the Pennsylvanja legic-
lature except fo refine jit.”

It was ihat all together their attacke on “invisi-
ble government"—monoﬂnly's strangichold on sil
life=brought to the light of day the corruption
in government, shook up legislatures as well as
public opinion. Unfortunuately the muckrakers
Were 80 husy scarching for the invislble govemn-
ment tha they dldn't seo the very vislhle march
of monopoly toward Imp m. They wanted
gevernment “cleansed of corruption,” not shorn of
its ovganlsm, {ls class composition, even as the
professional societies wished to “humanize” eco-
nomics, nol io establish a humanizm, that |s to say,
& classless, non-exploitative society. Monopoly's
expansion Into imperialistic advertures took them
by surprise,

—_——
{i9) Yhe Economle Mind In American Civilization, Vel (tt,

1¥14, by Joseph Dortman,
(20) The moat com, rnhnmivo study i3 the fomous work of
lda Tathsll, Hlistary of Stenderd O,

DYy

3385




PART III

Imperialism and Racism

One thing should be said for Abrzham Lincoln.
He had neither the smell for empire nor for mon-
opoly capitalism. As a young Congressinan, he
opposed the Mexican-American War and - thereby
threw away his chances for re-election. A< a ma-
ture man, just bafore his sceasyination, he locked
askance at the beginnings of corporate capitalism:
“I sec in the near future a crisis approaching that
unnerves me and ceuses me to iremble for the
safety of my country. As a resuit of the war, cor-
poratiens have been enthroned and an =ra of cor-
ruption in high places will follow. The money’
power af the country will endeaver to prolong ity
reign by worling upon the prejudices of the peo-
ple unti] all wealth is aggregated in 8 few hands

and the Republic is destroyed, I feel al the mom--

ent more anxiely tor my country than ever hefore,
even in the midst of war. God grant thet my sus-
picions may prove groundless.”

In this centenary of the Emancipation Procln.
mation, we must thercfore take a look at “the
smell of empire™ that combined with the economic
remaiins of slavery to esteblish racism as a Ypers
manent” feature of American life, even as Furo-
pean capital's carving up of Afrlea in the 18B('s
established “the white man's burden,” or racism,
as the new feature for all of capitalist imperialism.

1. Rise of Monopoly Capital

The United States' plunge into imperiaiism in
1898 come so suddenly that Populism hardlv
noticed it. Although for a decade and more Popul.
ism had. fought monopoly capital which gave birth
ta imperialism, It was not weighted down by an
awarcness of any connection between the two. This
was not the result only of the deflection of the
struggle of the people vs. menopoly into the nar-
rower channe) of free aliver vs. banker. Behind the
apperent suddenaess of the rise of (mperiaiism
atands - the spocincular Industrial development
after the Civil War. The unprecedented vafe of
Industrizlization tolescoped iis victory over agri-
culture and Its transformation from competitive
to monopoly capitul,

Because monopely capital had appeared first in
transportation, the Mid-Western wheat belt ax woll
as the post-Reconstruction South resenled their
veritable bondage to the railroads that controlled
the ouflet of, and thus sat the prices for, their
products, The agricultural population had been the
first to revolt, the first to orgenize into n new
political party, and the ones malnly responalbie
torogettlnz the first antl-trust Acts of 1837 and
1880,

It was this precleely which 20 shook up the
Southern oligarchy that It quickly gave up its

18

. agrarianism

resentment of Northern capital's victory over
in order to unite with its former war
enemy to destroy their mutual elass enemy, Pop-
ulism. Together, North and South pulled out ali
staps — the violence ‘of Northern capita} agoinst
lalsr was more than matched by the Southern
cligarchy's encouragement of the revival of the
rule of rope and faggot against a mythical “Negro
domination” inherent in Populism.

That additlve of color, morecver, now had a
promisiory note atiuched to it: a veritable heaven
on earth was prumised the poor whites in the new
white-only enterprise — textfles, So began “the
great slaughter of the innocents” (21) that will
first in the lnte 1920's explode into the unwritlen
civil war of urarmed, starving textile workers
against armed, well-fed Southern monopolisty—
the great Gastonin, North Carolina strike, But for
the late 1880's the Southern monopolizts — in
agriculture as in industry—became so frightened
vver the explosive force contained in Populism,
the threat to thelr rule, that they happily em-
braced the North, Northern eapital.

Monopoly capital firet appeared in transporta-
tion belore it appeared in Industry, but from the
first it was built on Androw Carnegie's principle:
"Ploncering doesn't pay.” Empire building through
consolidations did. Swallowing up of smaller cap-
ifal, destruction of cut-throat competition along- "
side of monopolization, not to mention cheating on
top of exploitation—that wes the way of all great
Americen fortunes built by means more foul than
fair during those two decisive decades. Four times
83 mucl: acreage as had been taken up by home-
steaders wos given to railroad companies. Bour-
geois historians must record what even bourgeois

oliticians had to admit--after the fact, of course,

n Rise of American Civillzation, Charles A, Beard
states: “The public land office of the United States
was little more than a centre of the distribution
of plunder; according to President Roosevelt's
lund commission, hardly a single greatl western
estate had a $itle untainted by fraud”

Monopoly was on its way in all fields and with
just us unclean hande (22)~-Rockefeller started
the oil trust; Carnegle, steel; Morgan, banking;
while Jay Gould, Leland Stanford, James J, Hill,
Cornelius Vanderhilt first kept to railroads and
then spread fentacles cutward until al together
they impelled the Federal Government to its Im-
perlalist path.
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Slavery and Capitalism

Long before American capital'a discovery of the
easy road to wealth, Marx had described Furopean
capital's birth: “The discovery ot gold ond siiver
in America, the extirpation, enslavement and en-
tombment in mines of the aboriginal populatiot,
the beginning of the conguest and looting of the
East Indies, the turning of Africa into a warren for
the commercial hunting of black-skine, signalized
the rosy dawn of the ern of capitalist production,
These idyllic proceedings are the chicf momenta
of primitive accumulation. On the henls ireads
the commercial war of the FEurapean nationg,
with the globe for o theater . . . Oraat {oriunes
sprung up like mushrooms in a day; primitive ne-
cumulation went on without the advence of a
shiillng”

The capitallst leopard couldn't chaonge Iis
spols in the Unlted States even though its prim.
Itlve accumutation had fo be schieved within the
confines of its own land. Dlrect slavery was stiil
wage Inbor (hat of ey eiiping. heaLriculcarD,
wage or of develop| .
the famous free farmer in the West and fts
seemingly endless frontler, free Iand was sHIl
more, fantasticajly inore, at the disposal of zall-
read magnates than avallzble o homestendars,
and that fact hel@ thuugh the “ma
thest to become swch, Here too “great fortunes
sprang up llke mushreoms tn a day” not for
cvery man but for thoss who knew how to got
zovernment {o help new industrialism, hot-hoase
fashlon, to blossom forth Into monopoly fenm,

Tt Is no historic secret that the Iater the bour-
gcois revolution against feudslism or slavery takes
place, the less complete it is, due to the height of
class opposition between caplital and lubor, The
lateness in the gbolition of slavery in the United
States accounts for the tenacious econcmic surviv-
als of slavery which still exlst in the country .

2, Plunge In to'Imperialigm

Nevertheless, as the strength of Populism and
the solldarity of black and white that it forged
showed, the economic survival of sluvery couldn't
have persisted, much less dominated the Jife of tha
Negroes North as well s South, IF ihey hadn't
been re-inforced by the “new” Northern capital,
It was not the “psychology of Jim Crowism" that
did the reinforcing, The “psychology of Jim Crow-
Ise” is jiself the result, not the cause, of mionopoly
capltal extending iis {entacles into the Caribbecn
- and the Paciflc x5 Il became transtormed into fm-
perialiam, with the Spanish-American Wer, |

So great, howaver, way the corruption of caF-
italism that the muckrskers were blinded by it
that s to say, diverted by It from grasping cap-
italism’s organlo exploitaiive nature tha! would
naturally transform itself into quasi-tolalitarian
imperialism. The result was that when the Span-
ish-American ‘War broke out in 1888, it had tha
appenrance of a sudden manifestation out of no-
where, In truth it was long building up. Latin
America had known, ever since 1820, that while
the Monroe Doctrine could protect it from Kuro-
pean Invasion, there was no such protection from
Amorican aggression for which the rine wzs
dezipned. Were we even to exclude the imperial.
istle sdventure of the Mexicin-American War of
1848 on the excuse thet it had been instigated, not
by Northern capital but by the Southern wish to

expand the territory for slavery, these facts that
are incontrovertible preceded the Spanish-Ameri-
can War:

(1} three full decades of phenomenal industrial
expansion followed the end of the Civil War; (2)
three full decades of wndeclared civil war were
waged egainst labor in the North: and (3) the
combined might of Northern capltal and the Sou-
shern aristocracy was used against the challenge
trom sgriculture—Populism. The removal of the
Feduerc) troops was only the first of the steps In
this unholy alliance which two decades Jater joint-
iy ventured into imperialisng.

It could not be otherwise. The capitalistic
menlality and the slavemaster mentality are not
very far apart when the domination of the ex-
ploliers is challenged by the working people.
Iudeed, monopaly capital needed Southern
raclsm for Jts plunge into empire. North and
S:In;lulh. tho (hirst for emplre was brillianity
white, -

As America shouidered the "White Man's But-
den" she teok up at the same time many Southern
attitbdes on the. subject of race, "M the stronger
and cleverer race,” snid the editor of the Atlantly
Monthly, “is free to impose its will upon ‘new-
caught, sullen peoples’ on the other side of the
globe, why not in South Carolinz and Mississippi?”
(23) Protessor C. Vann Woondward notes that
"These adventures in the Pacific and the Carib-
beon suddenly brought under the jurisdiction of
the United States some eight million people of the

‘coloved races, ‘n varied assortment of inferior

races,’ a3 the Natlon described them, ‘which, of
course, could not be nllowed to vote.! ¥

The Atlantic Monthly was no exception, Profes-
sor Woodward reminds us once agaln, this time In
hig article in the Progressive {Dccl, 1862): “in the
Pages of Warper's, Scribner's, Century, the North
Armerivan Review can be found ail the shibboleths
of white supremacy.” The daily press, of caurse,
was no different. . } .t

“The Boston Evening Transcript of 14 January,
188D, adinitted that Southern race policy was ‘now
the policy of the Administration of the very party
which carried the countiy into and throupgh a civil
war to free the slave. And The New Tork Times
of 10 May, 1900, reported editorfally that Nor-
thern men . . . no longer denvunce the suppression
of the Ne;ro vote (in the South} as It used to be
denounced in the resonstruction duys. The neces-
slty of it under the suprems law of self-preserva-
tion {5 candidly recognized.’ .

Nor does that mean that the acedemle world
that “should” know bottor.was any different in
New York than in Misslssippl: “The doctrines of
Anglo-Saxon supericrity by which Professor John
W. Burgess of Columbia University, Captain Al-
fred T, Mahen of the United States Na , And Sen-
ator Albert Beverldge of Indiana justified and ra-
tionalized American Imperinlism in tha Phillp-
pines, Hawaii, and Cubs differed in no essentinls

————
23) Tho St €a U . Vi -
{ )“rud.swn‘rcnl:.u ot Jim C:'e;‘.. by £. Vonn Wood

y o tr i+ g s0d com.
mantary on the sote of Northern scholarship 1hat this
expusd of the acodemic world and piess in the North,
ol well @1 of tha Supiema Cowrl's banding fo thowe
raclat frands, comet 1 of m
hitteelan wha 15 doin
order to axcuss the W
South. Sinca no bne con po
old strugls © roce with tie:
instarce, o N
<l o s
nn'lully mlﬁnmd. un'r‘ll |' ’:?glnnlnc of lh:yﬁgrlvl‘!
rantury, o lmo-owm
otiver ';o;m; tikn tlavery, block todes, ynchings, dost
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from the race theories by which Senator Benjumin
R. Tillman of South Carcling and Senator James
K. Vardaman of Mississippi justified white su-
premacy in the South.”

Even Samuel Gompers and the AF. of L, which
began by opposing this imperialistic venture, end-
ed by cepitulating to it. Only the intlependent
Negro movement maintained 2 consistent and
rrinciplcd oppositien to this plunge iato imperial-
sm:

w . .. in 1800 the Afro-American Council ...
demanded an end to lynching and the enforee-
ment of the I4th and 15th Amendments. Tris was
the year of the Spanish-American War which gave
the United Stules the Philippines; and DuBois
and other Negro intellectuals, together wills &
large section of the Negro press, actively support-
ed the recently formed Anti-Imperialist League,
castigated the war as unjust, and linked it to their
own strugele with the demand that America
should put itself in order at home before expand-
ing overseas. This Negro rampaign against Amer-
tean imperialism did not stop with the acquisition
of the Philippines; and, in 1800 many voives —
jneluding that of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church Bishop, Henry M. Turner — were raised
against the use of Negro troops in the United
Gtates' effort against the Boxer Rebellion in
China.”! (24) . :

3. Racism

This polson in the air from the smell of empire
pervaded North as_well as South even as it had
already: pervaded Europe when It set about carv-
ing up Africs in the previous decade. It is true
that despite dollar diplomacyls “lapses” in net
sticking only to the dollar profits but participating
both in marine landings and the actual occupa-
tion, American imperialism was not on the level
of the spoliation and barbarism of Europe's con-
quest of Africa. - .

The greater truth, however, I3 that Theodore
Roosevelt's “ranifest destiny” does not funda-
wentally differ from RBritain's jingoistic “while
man's burden” or from the French “mission
clvilisatrice” or the Germsn “kultur,” All white
civillzation stiowed its barbarlsm inm the con-
quest of the whole Afrc-Asian, Latin American

and Middle Eastern worlds. (25)

The debate over whether imperialism means &
search for exports and investments or imports and

(24) This quetation Is from on orlicle by George P, Marks,
b tition of N'f""' Nnnpng:u 1o Amernicon Fhilip-
pina Pollcy, 1899-1900," In T J | (et~
Frmer S ol M WS

L} L {1 10! 3 B0 O Mo

Pnu’;'umuulty P?‘u. Edinhurgh, ?:mlum, 1958, p.

103,

{28) Bacouss we are Himiting cursalves to U 5 Imperialismn's
affects On Faciim, we Connat hera go into 1na detoils
of ity congqueits, Thare re many ood_bonl on the
subject. Ong of the lotest cetalls how “The U.5.
raduced 5 of the Lotin-Amuil aations tg the Marus
of quasl-protectorates within lest than 2 decode . . o
The Cuban piotectorate was sst up in 1902 with o

nd the securlty ot fom?n irvotmants cs

* Evan, whan with the Naw Caal, ihe
wos watabliihed and direct rule
i aven 1o this dav, did ony-

lven up,
ing to f

ong-minaral
Thomat

Inipariatim o ar

Moon, ; and for 0 lotey ond
moderats view, A ry o the Modern Wet

Jou! Coiton, revised 1962 edition, Allrod A. Krept, N.Y,

uconsuiner choice” sheds no illumination en the
rocts of racism and its persistence over the decades
so that by now the hollowness of American demo-
cracy reverberates arcund the globe and makes the
newly awakencd giants of freedom in the econom-
ically underdeveloped world lock sympathetically
to the totalitarian Sino-Soviet orbit which had not
directly oppressed it, Whether imperialism's exploi-
tation was due to the need for cotton er coppern,
coffee or copra, cocoa or diemonds, super-profits
for finance capltal or “prestige” for national gov-
ernments, s inhumanlty to man is what assured
its return hnine io reost on native raclst as well as
exploitative grounds.

The Spanish-American War was no sooner over
than the United States began forcing tire door
open to trade in China. The 1960 election cam-
paign was buiit around this imperigalistic note. It
was not merely out of the lips of a young senator
from Indiana that we heard jubilation (26): “The
Philippines are ours forever .. . And just beyond
the Philippines are China’s illimitable markets,
We will not tetreat from either ., . We will not
renounce our part in the mission of our race . . A
When McKinley was nssassinated there came to
rule over this new empire from Latin America to
the . Philippines, and from Hawail to some open
doors in Ching and Jopan, Theodore Roosevelt—
lt’hq'tdalleged trust buster and very renl empire

uilder. -

Raciem, in the United States and/or abrond,
helped pave the way for totalitarianism with its
eult of “Aryanism” and its bestial destruction of
an entire white race in the very heart of Europe.
(27) Those who wish to forget that at the root of
present-day apartheld South Afrlea was the Yelv-
ilizing missfon” of the white race which meant, in
fact, sush horrors as the extermination of the Hot-
tentat tribes by the Boers, of Leopold Il's reduc-
tion of 20 to 40 million peaceful Congolese to 8
million—are the ones who took the extermination
of the Jews in Nazi Cermany “in siride"—until
the Napzi search for "lebensraum” meant & chal-

lenge to their own avee of exploitation.

Surely, on the 100th anniversary of the Emanti-
pation Proclamation when the holocaust of World
War I is still fresh within the memory.of living
men, it is high time to siop playing psychological
games with racism. It is precisely such playing
with the guestion as to whether the Civil War was
to be Hmited only to the question of Union, gnd
not extended to the abolition of slavery, which
bolh prolonged the war and left the revolution in
human relations in so unfinished & state that to
thic day we suffer from its state of incompletion.
in 1805 labor made one more try for a funda-
mental change.

4. New Awakening of Labor—
the LW.W.

—

The imperialist mark of the 20th century did not
tor long go unchallenged.

Firat, the South: while light industry by-passed
the Negro, heavy industry did not. Being at the

{28) The refarence is to Senalar Albert I, Bevarldge, quoled
I Foatar Rhea Dulles’ *The U.S. Since 1083," niver-
cily of Michigar, Prass, 1959, p. 172,

{27} Tha Orginy of Totelitarlanism, by Hannoh Arendt.
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very boitom of the soeial structure, capitslist so-
ciety pushed the Negro into the worst pald in.
dustries. Since, however, as capitalist industrisl-
ization developed, those very industries — cogl,
steel, iron—became pivotal o the whole move-
ment, the Negro was very stategically placed in
Industry. There was no mAass migration North
until World War 1, but in the South the Negro

d become gn integral part of jabor from the
earliest days of heavy industrializetion -— and g
niu]ilitant member of whatever unions toock root
there.

Between the two extremes-—textiles which em-
ployed no Negroes in the direct process of pro-
duction, and mincs ani steel mills in which Ne-
groes were more or less equal in number {o
whiles-——there wara fha se-called stricily “Negro
Jobs"—saw mills, fertilizer plants, ete, These em-

ed mainly Negroes, They remained Unorgan-
ized. They were located rurally so that the Negro
was as much isolated as a factory worker as If he
were a peasant still. Nevertheless the break from
share-cropping and personal dependence on plant-
er-merchant had been made. . .

By 1800" the United Mine Workers cloimed one-
third of the total organized Negro Isber forea, By
no accident, the discontent with the crait union-
. ism of the AF, of L. came first of all frora the
" Western Federation of Miner, . which merged into

the Industrial Workers of the World (LW.W.) in
1905, It was built on militant class struggle lines,
industrial unionism 30 Years ahead of the C.LO, It
also had, first, a socialist, gnd then syndicalist
philosophy of “one big union” which would not
merely fight to better conditions of labor and raise
wages, but to control preduction,

At the height of its power, the LW.W, claimed
one million members, 100,000 of whom were
Negroes. The most importani of the LW.W, unions
among Negroes were Precisely, in the the preju-
dice-ridden South, In the lumber industries i
Louisianz and Texas and, among the lengshore-

DAPEST, WORKERS COUNCIL2
EASTGERMANY.JUNE 17,1953 a8
POZNAN - KIKUYY of KENYA 9
MONTGOHER\’NEGROES-MGERIA

men and dockwarkers in Baltimore, Norfolk and
Philadelphia. The Brotherhood of Timber Work-
ers in the lumber camps of Louisiana, Texas and
Arkansas had 35,000 members in 1810, 50 per cent
of whom were Negroes.

1905 is a year that opens a new page in the role
of labor not only in America, It is the year of the
first Russtan Revolution, It fs the year of the first
victory of a colorad race over a white one—with
Japan’s victory over Russin in the Russo-Japanese
War, However, nejther Japanese labor nor Russian
followad their own governments, Instead the Social
Demacratic leaders in both countries— Plekhanov
and Sen Katayama — shook hands agninst capi-
talism and chauvinism in each eountry.

In the United Slates, loo, we see the vanguard
role of the 1L W.WV. not only as labor in general,
but specifically in relationship to Negra Iabor who
thereby not only as “mass” but as reason re-
fashioned American unionism, The most promj.
nent of the Negro LW.W. organizers was Ben
Fletcher who was jeled with the founders of the
LW.W., Haywood, Chaplin and others for thejr
oppositicn to World War 1. (28)

Unfortunately, the overwhelming miajority of
the Negroes-—no less than B8.7 per cent in 1900—
had remained in agriculture ang were thus un-
affceted by the rise of the LW.W, The Negro was
to experience no serious proletarinnization and
urbanization until the First World Waur, when the
flow of immigrant labor was shut off and Nor-
thern capital was compelled to comb the South
for labor needed in war industries. By then the
war hysterin, perseeution by the government and
imprisonment of its leaders hrought about the de.
‘cline of the IW.W. The only thing that awaited
the Negro in the North was isolation and extreme
frustration, :

—_——
I8) Sae The Olock Workers, by Sterling D, Sparo and
¢ ’Abrnhum L, Horeis; and Megro Lebor in the U3, by

Cherles H, Wesley, .
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| PART IV
Nationalism and Internationalism

1. The Negro Moves North

“There is no use calling on_the Lord -—
He neper hears¥—Casey in TIncie Tom's
Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe

One and onec-half million Negroes left Southern
{farms to come Worth during and immediately
after World War I, These two unprecedented
waves of migration in 1818-1918 and again in i921-
1924 brought sbout an unparalleled population ex-
plosion that seemed to have happened over-night,
whether it was such a phenomensl growth in
Negro population as in Gary, Ind., whith experi.
enced & 1,200 per cént growth or “only” a 66.3 per
cent increase in New York from 91,709 to 151,847,
Detroit’s Negro population between 1810 -1920
jumped from a mere 5741 to 40,838, a B11.3 per
cent increase. '

Far from finding paradise "up Nortl," how-
ever, the Negroes soon discovered that they had
been brought from Southern planiations to take
the most ill-paid, back-breaking jubs in Chicago
stockyards, Pittsburgh steel mills, Detroit aulo
faciories, Philadelphia docks. Sometimes they had
been brought in te break a strike, and in any case
they found the union doors as closed to them as
industry had been hitherto, Indeed, so long as
basic industries remained unorganized, the Negeo
couldn't become an integral part of the trade
unions which were divided by cralts limited to the
skilled workers. The color bar was thus both in-
dustry and union made. .

The second shock that hit the migrant worker
was that the move from country *o city was not
really to the big city but to the smal), overcrowd-
cd ghetto, where be was surrounded on all sides
by prejudiced whites. Unemployment would soon,
with the end of the war, reinforce the prejudice
through vompetition for jobs. And the Klan had
followed the Negroes North to organize anti-
Negro prejudices and outright attacks agninst
them. This was whipped up further by the anti-
fareign, anti-Red hysteria following the end of the
war and the success of the Russian Revolution
which hiad had such a great impact the world over,
including the United States,

The social humiliation to which the Negroes
were subjected daily, in and out of the fectory,
in and out of the ghetto, in and out of stores and
places of entertainment, was not limited to Negro
migrants. Whatever gencration had got lost In ¥ar-
is, the biack veteran had to return from fighing a
war “in save democracy” to face & Jim Crow
America where bigotry and Inlolerance seemed to
relgn supreme.

Bloody race riots and a barbaric outburst of
Iynchings ¢limaxed the move North. "Red Sumimer
1918" was a description, not of the extension of the
Russian Revolution, but of the fantastic number
41:= lxglcu.- riots—no less than 26 in the last months of

019,
The Negroes did not take all ihis lylng down,
They gave as guod as they gol. And then they

searched for an organization, a philosophy thst
would express not only thelr frustrations and
profoand disillusionment, bni their spirit of re-
Im“dmﬂi tgui:e for l-l't:}l.al geedom.rg:lin they
onnd neither an existing Negro o tinn
nor a Ne leadership. The so-called “talented
tanily” mighi ax wall speak Greek ps Boglish,
Communicaiion betiween icaderbip—ocii-styled
and otherwise-—and mass had broken doewn,
Into this great divide within the American Negro
& West Indian printer and orator named Marcus
Garvey steppi:d with-a dream of “uniting all the
Negro peoples of the wrorld into cne great body
:g c;stnblish a country and Government absolutaly
eir own.” i

2. Garveyism vs. “Talented Tenth”

“We are the descendants of e siffering
people; we are the descendants of a
people determined to suffer no longer.”

‘ —Marcus Garvey

In Januvary 1918 Marcus Garvey began to pub-
lish a weekly called NEGRO WORLD, claimin% to
reach “the mass of Negroes throughout the World.”
Very nearﬁr overnight it attalned a circulation of
50,000, and at its hejght’ in 1920-1021 claimed
200,008, It literally shook up alse the colonial
warld and wag banned in much of Africa. (29)

Iis internationalizm did not exhaust itself by its
West Indian editorship, nor by its home in the
United States, nor its appeal to Africa. Scetions
of it were printed it French and Spanish for the .
benefit of other West Indian and Central American”
‘Negroes. Garvey's editorials were always front-
paged, and addreised to the "Fellowmen of the
Negro Race." Its pages stirred with pride over the
heroes of the Negro: from tales ol Negro slave
revolts in America to the Zulu Revolt of 1908
against British rule; from the rise of the Ethiopian
empire to Toussaint L'Ouverture’s victory against
the French in Haiti.

‘There were, as well, newly-told tales of great
African civilizations “when Europe was inhabited
by a race of cannibals, a race of savages, naked
men, heathens and pagans . , , Black men, you
were ance great: you shall be great again. Lose not
courage, lose not faith, go forward. The thing to
do is get organized; keep separated and you will
be exploited, you will be robbed, you will te

{29) Mr, George Shepperson, a professor in Scotland who
ho1 speciciized on the Africon, Ll:pﬂ:lnlly Nyu!ulund!
independance movemanty, and the “triangular trods
of ideot between Amarico, the Wast Indiss nndndhlrlgu.

seary from the case of the African “who wot sentenced
to {hree years' hord lobor In September 1928 for
imparting intc the Protectorole two las of The
Workar's Herald and six of The N-lumghrll ..
{Phylon, Fall 1941), Ses olso “'Notes on Negro Amarl-
can influance on the Emargence of Africon Natlon-
aliym* blyl Gaorge Ehjcpporwn in the Jeurnal of Atticen
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killed, Get organized, and you wil} compel the
world to respect you, It the world fejls to give
you consideration, because Yau are black men,
because you are Negroes, four hundred millions
h organization, shake the pillars
creation, even as
le upon his head

and upon the heads of the Philistineg.” {30)

Garvey set agbout Organizing the American
Negroes and immediately disproved the
they “couldn’t bLe organized.” Literp)
millions they flocked Into his Crganizntion, the
Universal Negro Improvement Association {UNIA),
This wax the first time that a Negro organization
was established on a country-wide hasis. Al jig
height in 1920-1921, jt claimed six mijilion, 1t ‘was
overwhelmingly proletarian Marcus Garvey hpd
appealed fo the Asmnéricun Wegro over the heads of
the established Negro leaders who lived in a world
far removed from the daily lives of the Negro
mass, Where they were Preoccupied with them-
Selves as the “talented tenth,” or, at best, partici-
pated in long-drawn-out legal battles, Garvey
spoke of what to do here and now.
tellectual fo expoge
25 “the Black Star
can Negro “back
“to prove” that the Negro
wanted to Integrate into, not separate from, the
mainstream of American 1ife. Bt thershy the
Negro intlellectunls aigo proved how isolated they
were from the profoung uorest s:irting the maes
of Negroes, thefr total despalr of ever achieving

full democracy within the post-Worlg War I

American civitization.

Where they had urged and were proud gt the
Negro's participation in the war, Garvey lashed

rselves all over -

t dying that is to be done by
the black man in the future wili be done tn make
himself free (31) - : .

Long before the African revolutionaries came
onto the historie scene, Marcus Garvey rajsed the
slogan “Africa for the Africans,” Impractical ag
wete the specifics of the "Back to Africa® zchema
in the historie context of an Africy divided up
among the European imperinlist Powers, the con-

{30) Mack Mosat,

by Edmund Devid Cronom Unlv, of Wis.
Hd!dlwn, 19! i3 a g
3

Ga
4. Jacquey Carvay,
way hlrthad n 1923 ond th
ond In 1928, (Univenal ‘Pubiithing Houss, Bre)
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magorine,
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L iv all the unl:ou suir-

FGdUD of martyred Sacto and
In this goriod when Alabnma pesed

k' againit the urll:lng‘ Birmingham

minelt which wos used oga.'mr Rev. Martin Luther
!(!m‘noa.;f. in on attempt to braok the Monigumary Buy

n" anticipated the

Id put an eng to

Iy opposed (o the Pan.

Alricanism of the “talented tenth” of Du Bois and

Dingne, Where the Iatter appealed 1o the: Leagye

of Natiens for “partial se]f-delermination of na.

tives of the German colonjes" {(my cmphasis),

asking the League to hold “the land and jts natural

resources , ., in trugt for the natives,” Gapve
declared the League “nuil and voj

that black men themselves, her.
“Africa for the Africans.”

The “talented tenth” still ohseures the conneg.
tion belween this great mass movement of Negro
Amaricans immediately after World v
flowering of Negro genius jn music,
shorts. It jg precisely to thig 8reat unrest that tha
Harlem Renaissance ang what became known LT

“New Negro” owe their existence. The nass
movement pave the “talented tenth” their voice
and not the other wa

Y collected for the Black Star Line, that
made Du Bois, Along with almost afl other Negro
intellectuals, actually sign a petitlon addréssed to
the United States Department of Justice, demand-
ing his deportation, 1t wasg that the American
Negro intellectual hag never been able to break
through to the Negro masses, {33) Garvey most
certainily had, In retrospect, W, E, B, DuBois fin-
ally saw it and had to write: *it wag 5 Erandiose
#nd hombastic scheme, utterly impracticable as g
whole, but it was sincere and had some practical
features; and Garvey proved not only an astonjsh-
ingly popular leader, but & master of propaganda.
Within a few YeaTs, news of his novement, of his
promises and Plans, reached Furope and Asia, and
berietrated every corner of Airica” (34)

To other lntellectuals, like Ralph Bunche, Gar-
veyism remained beyond comprehension even as.
late as 1940 when he wrote: “Whan the curtain
dropped on the G the black man
of Amerjca was exactly where Garvey had found
him, though a little bit sade¢ar, perhaps a bit poorer
~if not wiser.” '(35) Dr, Bunche, clearly, was no
wiser, .

—
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3. Marxiem

"When in 1920 the Americun goverment started
{o investigate and 1o suppress radiend propuganda
among Negroes, the small radieal Nepro groups in
America retalinted by publishing the fact that the
Socialists stood for the emancipation of the Ne-
groes, and that reformist America could do riothing
for them. Then, 1 think, for the first time in Ameri-
can history, the American Negroes found thot Karl
Marx had been interested in their emancipation,
and had fought valiently for it” (36)

The speaker was the great Negro poet. Claude
McKay. The place was Moscow. The year was 1922,
long before Cominunism had become transformed
into today's totalitarianism. At the previous Con-
gress, in 1920, Lenin had presented his special
Theses on the National and Colonia! Questions, and

reliminary to that Congress he had included Ire-
and and “ihe Negro in Americs” as part of the
National Question and asked “all comrades, parti-
eularly these who have definile information on
any of these very complicated questions, to exXpress
their opinion and ‘make suggestions for amend-
ments or additions . , " .

Lenin used the word, “nation,” in it broad sense
of oppressed nations and minority groups; and in-
cluded hoth national minorities snd coloninl ma-
jorities in the Theses. In his very numerous

clemics on. the National Question, throughout
orld War I, and again in his 1920 'Theses afler
he had gaiaed power in Russia, Lenin emphasized
that concrete historjc situations, not abstract eon.
siderations, formed the focal P?Diut of both the
theory and the aclions on the National Question,

The decisive thing was that “all national uppres-
sion calls forth resistance of the broad masses of

eaple” It is insufficient to stale that revelution-
i1sts would support these movements, he main-
“tained. It is nol only a question of suoport, It is
a question of suppor! and the development of
national struggles, not for absiarct reasons, but
because these struggles must inevitably develop
nlong the lines of ‘independent nass ‘activity,

Ever since his study of Ymperizlism in 191g,
Lenin held that imperialism has brought sbout a
differentiation not only between the OpPPISSOr na-
tions and the oppressed ongs, but also within the
proletarint. Lenin was especially adamant on this
point in his polemies with his Bolshevik eallengues,

In his polemic with Pyatakov on the National
Question, Lenin defended a “dualism” of ropa-
ganda on the ground that the proletariat in the
oppressor nation differs from the proletariat in the
oppressed nation “all along the line”: economically,
the worker of the of:pressor nation more easily
becomes ‘pan of the lakor aristocracy; politically,
he participates more fully in the life of the coun-
try; and latellectpally, he fecls superior because
he is taught disdain for the laborer of the op-
pressed nation, (37) . ) .

Lenin threw the accusation of “national egoism”
agninst those Marxists -who failed to recoi,-n ze the
merits of the National Question as it applied both

(28] Fourth Cong of the C b int. Hanal,

Atridged Report of Meatings held ot Patrograd ond
Moscow, November 7 - December 3, 1922, McKay's
speech appeals on poges 260-2641, Publishad in Greot
Britan, The pravious resort ot the Americon deiegates
in whith L, Fromna and John Recd ngpmud on the
same subject con be obtoined trom the Stencgrephis
Rtpart, Sacond Congrass of the Communist Interao-
tional, 1921, but that s available only i Ruwnan,
Conwilt espetially pp. 131-13%.
Loain, Collectad Warks Vol, XIX, L. 248, Sen qlsn
Selected Works. Vol X, for the Preliminory Draft af
Thetes on Ihe Nonhonal and Colonio! Queshiom,” and
for the Report of the Commistion, pp, 231-244,

1o eastiy recognized nations like the Irish, or
minorities like the é:heuo Jew in Poland or the
Megro in the Uniled Stutes, The problem of na-
tionnl egoism does not, of course, resolve itself
merely into the fact that the proletariat of the
oppressing nation is taught disdain for the worker
of the oppressed nation. National egoism has a
firmear basis: an cconomic foundation. The point of
specific political implication in Lenin’s Imperialism
is that, owing to the super-profits of imperialism,
imperialism is able to bribe & section of its own
praletariat and thereby lay the basis of political
opporiunism,

Cloude McKay

‘Thia precisely applied 10 the Amerlean Sacialists
and Communists, (28 Claude HMellay sajd that
“they are not willing to face the Negro Question.”

Much has slnce been written of the sameness
of the Negro and American cnlture in order to
prove that the Negroes are not a nation, But
what these writers have failed to show is; why,
then, does there nevertheless exist a Negro prob-
lem? The sameness of the Negro and American
cuiture does not explain this, And that Is the hub
of the matter.

It is the general success of assimilation in the
historic development of a country. like the United
States that lends credence to the type of ultra-left

hraseolegy behind which lurks national egoism.

n Europe the nationn] minorities foufht lor inde-
gendence from the larger soclety. But in the United
States the national mirorities that came to this
country fought for integration within the larger
society, They, the immigrants, more or less
succeeded. The exception to the integration Is the
Negro. Why? Surely it isn't the Negro's doing; he
only wants his assimilation accepted, Wa see that
here is o complex pattern that cannot be solved by
abstract criterin as to what constitutes a nation.
_ It Is the Negro's speclal oppression, the depriva-
tion of his political rights, the discrimination
against him on the job, Jim Crowism and racial
segregation that makes of him “4 problem.”

it was MeKay, wriling critically on “Gnrvey as
a Negro Moses,” (LIBERATOR, April 1922) who
said: ““Where men ke Booker T, ashington, Dr,
LuBois of the National Ausociation for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, and William Monrpe
Trotter of the Equal Rights League had but little
suceess, Garvey succeeded in bringing the Asso-
ciated Press to his knees every time he bellowed,
And his words were trumpeted round the degen-

* erate pele-face world trembling with fear of the

new Negro . .. He was the biggest popularizer of
the Negro probiem, especially among Negroes,
f.im:c. ‘Uncie Tom's Cebin'. He attained the sub-
ime,’ :

The fact that the Negro masses could embrace
S0 utopian a scheme as “Back to Africa"— a uto-
lanism all the more suicidn] since their custorns,
anguage, and culture nre American—reveals both -
how Irustrated the Negroes feel at ever achieving
full democentic rights in America and how des-
rerately repressed they feel as o natfonal mlnorif{v.
And, what is more lmportant, they mean to do
something about this,

{38} The Comwmunists were nor the only anes who could
he “No

net understand the Hegro o1 o honal Question.”
The Socialints could not either. Nor wos It only o
umlion 0! baing while ond thus insensitive fo  the
Juahity and lnﬂmul'y of the oppnulon ot the Megro,
The Debwon 1901 formylo—" ropaily speaking, thers
is no Negra quastion outuds \he lobor question” (ine
tarnationat Secisllit Review, Vol, VI, WO%. P 1113
dominaled A. Philip Rondoiph as wall during the vary
helght al Garveyism. It would take anather 20 rs
cnd anolher World War, ond wespecially the nevar-
enifing Deprossion, bafore A. Philip Rondoiph would
af an this Ipcﬂlu‘iud baiis both in the arganization
of the Morch on Wathington, ond Commitiee ta Cnd

dim Crow i (he Army,
3392




If the movement developed into diversionary
channels, as the Garvey movement did, and if the
socinlists were unable to make o dent in its ranks,
it oniy proves that the only way to inlluence
masses in motion is by understanding the under-
lying, vconomie, philosophic and social vauses, not
by throwing epithets at them.

Those who failed to undersiand that the prin-
ciples of the Marxist approach to the Nztional
Question spply lo the Negro struggle for assimila-
uon inte the national cuiture as much as o the
European national struggle for independence from
the national culture of the oppressing nation are
the very ones who were disoriented when the
African Revolutions in our era opened both as
nationai reveiutions and under a banner of Marxist
Humanisra and internationalism.

Until the Comimurists began to vie for this third
new world in our era; Lenin's 920 Theses on the
Natlona! apd Celonial Question seemed to have
been “lost.” Their "rediscovery” of the Theses in
Khrushchev's time was for the same purpose as
their “application” of it to the Awerican Negro in
1928 when it was sloganized as “Self-Determina-
tion of the Negroes.in the Black Belt' This
sounded (o the Negroes as yet one other form of

segregation. By the time of Worlkd War 1T {t became

puiright betrayal.

:

{Paradoxically enough, the demand for a
separate ierritory for the black nation is the
.very basis of today's Bluck Muslim move-
ment. While its originy date back to the
remnants of the Garvey movement, it is only
recently that they have come to national
prominence end claim 100,000 members. It is
the negative features of their program—of
being anti-white—thet wins them a follow-
ing. Their positive program — whether it
refers to the superiority of men over women,
of Islam over Christianity, or their rejection
of the very idea of integration—makes them
only peripheral to the maoinstream of the
Negro struggle today rather than at the
heart of it.

{When the Black Muslims try to separate
the races again at this stage, they not only
cannot compare in mass allegiance with that
won by Marcus Garvey ot a far different his-
toric period, but they find themselves follow-
ing some of the caucuses within the unions
rather than leading out of the unions. With
the rise of the ClO the Negro did become an
integral part of the labor movement, and
thus the frustrations thuat persist in the life
of a minority in this country are inseparable
from the ‘;eneral struggle for a new society
here. Greater detail on the Muslim movement
is contained in The Black Muslims in Amer-
ica, by C. Eric Lincoln, Beaceon, 1961, See also
their official newspaper, Muhammud Speaks.)

a2

THE TERRIBLE
SHAME OF AMERICA

Cartoon reprinted from
News & Letters, Oct. 5, 1955

3393




PART V
from Depression through World War I1

The dream part of American civilization, with
its mass production, “neon-entanglemeny in Eur-
ope," and jazz era ballyhoo sbout the “new capi-
talism" whose prosperity would be endless
because its Yexsoptionzlinm™ made it imimune fo
economic crigis, came crashinrg down on cvery-
one's head with the economic colapse in 1929,

Production had come to a near-standstifl, The
unemployed reached fantastic preporiions — 17
million. Fully ene-third of the naticn—the Presi-
dent of the United Ststes, Frankiin Delano
Roousevelt, had to admit-.-was ill-fed, ill-housed,
ill-clad, It was also ill-paid when it did work, for
the conditicns of labor, with the introductien of
the beltline in the 1920's, had worsened. % re-
mained what Marx had deseribed the English
factory fo have been—"a House of Terror,” its
barrack-like life made tha more unbearable with
A speed-up Marx hacd never witnessed in hiz life.
time, What, above all, President Reosevelt did
not admit was this: the workers’ disHlnsionment
with capitalism was total.

- No one any longer believed what the rtulers
told them—whether thet concerned “peace, pros-
perity and progress,” or the speed of the produc-
tion line or racism. Along with the rest of white
America, labor may have been blind to the Negro
us the touchstone of American Civilizetion, But
with the Depression'in the early 1830%, labor

experienced so prefound a disillusionment with -

capitalist society, that it included the eraft unions
which along with color bar, used their skilled
clussifications to- keep themselves isolated from
the overwhelmirg majority of the labor force—
the semi-skilled and unskilled. Along with the
despotism of capitel, craft unionism had to go.

" 1. The CIO Changes the Fuce
of the Nation and Makes a
Break in Negro ‘Nationalism’

New pussions and new forces coalesced in the
upheavals of the 1930's to give birth to the CIO.
This was not simply a trade union organization
that finally established industrial unionism in the
United States. The speed with which this was
done—1835-1937-~when In Europe it hod taken
decades—brought it up to the slate of organizaticn
of Europe's socialist trade unions. And, though
each had spontaneously, arrived at o new method
of struggle, the point Is that the simultaneousness
of THE SIT-DOWN electrified the world of labor
and shook capitalism to its very foundntions,

———
(39} Sitdewn, by Jool Saidmap, Leagve lor Industriol De-
mecracy Pomphlst, New York City. Ses olte THE CIS

and the Mapto Worker, Together for Vistory, Congress

ot Industrig Orsanlzcliem pamphist, Washington, .G,

Everything was new about the CIO (30): For
the first time, on a nallonal seale, white and black
labor had united to gain union recognition. For
the first time, arganized Iahor struck where it hurt
capital mest, in all the bLasie indusiries—rubber
eoal, steel, auto. For the first time, employed and
unemployed did not work at cross purposes. On
the contrary, the unemployed would often, along
with another new phenomenon—women's auxili-
arivs—man the picket lines while the workers sat
down inside. For the first time, control over the
conditions of labor—the recognition of the union— .
predominated over all other demands, even of
wages, Nowhere more than in Amerlca had the”
capitalist outery about *the invasion of private
property” produced a greater militaney than among
the workers who insisted on sitting down at those )
tnachines they had always worked but never con-
trolied. .

The C1O changed-the industrial face of the na-.
tion, It created & break also in the “nationalism"
of the Negro.

Black Labor and Talented Tonth (40}

Just &s, during the first phase of “Naticnalism,"
Garveyism, the Negro worker found himself op-
posed by his “talented tenth,” so this time too.
This time it couldn't find “fakery.” Although it
itself has nowhere enough capital or power nctu-
ally to do the exploitation of laboer and must
suilsly itself just with the erumbs from capitel’s
table, the talented tenth nevertheless easily fell
into the argument that “the best friend” of the |
Negre Is the capitalist. Meny added that the “most
prejudiced” among the whites is the laborer. There
i= nothing new sbout this argument; it has been
passed around by the slavoctacy from time im-
memorial, (41)

Not all the taiented fenth end established Negro
organizations opposed bluck labor making common
cause with white labor, There were notable ex-
ceplions, the most outstanding being the Pitts-
burgh Courier., Both s editor, Robert L. Vann,
and columnist, George 8. Schuyler, in 1837, not

{40) Block Workers ond the Naw Unlen, by Hotoce R,
Coyton and Gaorge 5. Mitchall, Univ, of N. Caraling
Press, 1939 consult clio Magre Labor b{ .
Weavar, Harcourt, Brate and Co., NY., 1944,

In Toste, Clast, und Race, the distinguished Nagro
secdlognt, Dr. Oliver Cromwetl Cox, analyzes how
artfully the Soulharn “aristocrots” mamtained thair

ower through plaving the poor whites ogainit the

€0t ang vice vérsa. He odds: It should be empha-

" sized 1hot the guardions of the economic and socigl
arder In 1he Seuth cre not poor whites; indesd, it is
thear nomsenss to think that the poor whites are the
parpatuotors of thw sociol system of the South. The
tieice tibbustering in the nalong! Cengrais againat
the pawage of on antl-lynching bili, or ngaint the
cbglitlon of the poll tax: the hurrigd conference of
govtmnrl 1o deviss means of smarculating o Sugrems
ourt decition, tor equal educationat opportunities;
purposs o

“n

the meeting of attotneys emnnl far the
tidesiracking an anti-lim Crow decition for toilreads;
the ottitide of Southern Judaes toward Megroes In
courtrooms — these are obviously the rsal conirolling
foctors In the Sautharn ordar, 4 (oor whites are
not only Incapcble but evidenlly alwo hove ma im-
mediate interest in doing of such things."” (p. 577).
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only did the best reportorial job on the aorganiza-
tion of the CIO and the movement toward white
and black solidarity, but lashed out against estab-
lished Negro leaders, Considering Schuyler's pres.
ent reactionary stance, it is important to sec how
differently he spoke under the impact of the C1O:
“"Nowhere were the ‘educated’ clusses cooperat-
ing with the unions to ald the work of organiza-
tion, save in a few nwotable instances and thero by
amly ane or two individuals , . . Their desertion of
the struggling Negro workers in this erisis con-
stitutes one of the most shamefu) chapters in our
recent history. The new position Negro laber has
.won in this past yeor has been gained in spite
of the old leadership. It has bzen won with new
leadership; militant young men end women from
the ranks of labor and grizzled black veterans of
the pick and shovel and the blast furnsce.” (42)
It is true that, without the Negro, the CIQ
could not have organized the basic indusiries
where Negro labor was plvotal. It is no Jess
true that labor's unity sras a Ioet that could
never again be controverted, not even when the
Negro once again sirlkes out on his own during
World- War IT and presently.

2. March on Washinglon

The outbreuk of World War IT in 1939 and the
gearing of the American facturies for war output
very nearly wiped out unemployment—white un-
employment. But nearly 25 per cent of the Negro

“work force remained unemployed in 1840, The very'

fact that, both South and Norih, the Negro had be-
come urbanized and unionized only sharpened his

sense of oppression as & national minority. The.

very potency within the trade unions made this
ghettoization and unemployment ouiside the more
frustrating, This time the great unresl ameng the
Negroes did not go unheeded by the American
Negro leadership, .

A. Philip Randolph, Pfesident of the Brolher-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, organized a March
on Washington Movement. This all-Negro mass
organization planned to mobilize 100,000 for its
march on the nation's capital. Under its pressure
President Roosevelt issued Executive Order No.
BB02 which barred discrimination in war indus-
tries. While this small version Fair Employment
Practices Act did stop the March on the capital,
it did not stop the movement as an organization
whicis then proceeded to transform itseif into 2
Committee to End Jim Crow in the Army. (43)

Again, the witning of some of his demands only
sharpetied the Negro's sense uf lacking all rights,
In housing, espeviglly, conditions became unbegr-
able as more and more thousands of workers,
while and Negro, moved into the industriel centers,
Neither the CIO. which by now had nbout one and
one-half million Negro members, nor the March
on Washington Movement in a narrower field, had
achieved what {he Negro was fighting for — full
democratic rights. They scermed impousible to
achieve, .

However, this time, far from either joining any
“Back to Africa” movement, or teking the defen-
sive when attacked by KKK and such raclst
eleinents, the Negro took the offensive. In the year
1843 there was en outburst of mass Nwgro demon.-
strations in New York, Chicago, Detroit. It was the

ﬂl “Reflactivns ol Negru Leadenihip,* Crlsi, Nov, 1937,

543 The Wars Graateit Scendall Tre 3tery of Jim Crow
In Unlform, published by the March on Washington
Movament,

Year ulso of the first great wartime strike among
miners which, inevitably, had a great number of
Negro members. The American Negro took the
offensive and showed great dizerimination in what
he sttacked,

Something new oeccurred also in the sense that
there were instances of white solidarity, especially
in Detreft, where the CIO undertook to have: white
and Megro work In angd out of the factory along-
side of each other. Above 2ll, none dared attack it
as :;Tlpatriolfc. None that {s except the Comma-
TS| ’

3. The Communists Cppose the

Indzpendent Negro Movement

At the beginning of World War II, the slogan
of the American Communists was “The Yanks Are
Not Ceming.” They tried duplicating the treachery
of the Stalin-Hitler Pact by joining with the fas-
cistic “America Firsters"—to Communists, .any-
thing a1 all which would keep America from
entering the war on the side of the Allies was
justifiable, If they oposed anything at all in tha
original orgonization of the March on Washington
Movement, it was thal it was not militant enough
because jt sllowed itself to be led by A, Philip
Randolpk, All this was changed overnight when,
in June, 1941, Germsany invaded Russia, The im-
perialist war was pow declared by these quick-
change artists, who undeviatingly fellow Russian
foreign policy lines, to have become 'a war of
national liberation.” They began demanding the
immediate establishment of “a second front"—
everywhere, that is, except for Negroes in the
United States.

Now they began to attack A: Philip Randeolph as
a verituble “subversive” and the March on Wash-
inglon Movement as being “too belligerent.,” By its
fight for jobs for Negroes, said the Communist
Party's Vice-Presidential candidate and Negro
Leader, James Ford, it was “creating confusing
and dangerous moods in the ranks of the Negro
people and utilizing their justified grievances as
a4 weapuon of opposition {0 the Administratian's
war program . , "

These “justified grievances” didn't seem to war-
rant, in the eyes of Communists, even so mild a
pregram as that of the Pittsburgh Courler which
had lounched the slogan of the “Double V': “dou.
ble victory for dcmocracy at home and shroad.”
This, soid the Daily Worker, in its special sym-
posium on the Negro question in March, 1042,
destroys national unity) "Hitler is the main cnemy
and the foes of Negro rights In this country should
be considered as secondary.”

Many 4 sympathizer of the Communists and
whal they had done on such eases as the Scotisboro
Boys in the 1930°s were taken aback. As George
Schuyler put it: “Whereas at one time they were
all for stapping production beeause of Jim Crow
employment policles, low pay or bad working
conditions, they are now all-out for the Govern-
ment's poliey of no wartime strikes and have
actually endorsed labor ronseription, i.e., human
slavery. Everything must be done to save Russip
even i Negrocs' rights have to go by the board"”

The Communists proceeded nlso to rewrlte Negro
history, Robert Miner, in "The Heritage of the
Communist Polltieal Association,” discovered that
“the abaljtlon of nation oppression in a bourgeols-
democratic reform” and therefore I8 achieveable




within the Iramework of Ameriean capitalism so
long as the “Negro people pursce the correct course
—the Frederick Douglass course of full support
af the war , ., ." .

Ouiside of the slanderous statement chout that
great Negro Abolitionist, Frederick Douglass, as if
he uncritically supported the Civil War, the Civil
War did Anally turn into a revolutivnary war
which abolished stavery It thus merited aivo the
support of the international working class which
was given by the Internatinnal Workingmen's
Assoclatlon headed by Karl Marx, World War I,
on the othier hand, remained an imperialist war, as
was evident by the lype of support givan it by
American Communists, They came out (1) in sup-
port of the no-strike pledge by the trade unions,
not to mention belng for vompany incentive plans;
(2) against any independent activiles by Negroes
for their rights cither on 1ho Job, or in the army,
or anywhere; (3) helping railroad the Trotskyists
to jail under the Smith Act; and (4) vying with
the D.AR, in its “patriofism,” that is to say calling
“subersive” all who disagreed with them. Even
the NAACP hud beconte foo milltant for them,

(Above ull, Frederick Douglass was o lead-
er of the Abolitionist movement which did
1ot stop its independent activity during the
Civil War. Though he unequivocally sup-
ported Lincoln when he issued the Emuncipa-
tion Proclamation, here is how he described
Lincoln at the umveiling of the Freeduen's
Monument to Lincoln: “ft must be admitted,
truth compels me to admit, even here in the
presence of the monument we have erected
to his memory, Abraham Lincoln was not,
in the fullest sense of the word, either our
mar or our model. In his interests, in his
associgtions, in his habits of thought, and in
his prejudices, he was a white man, He was
pre-eminently the white man’s President, en-
tirely devoted to the-welfare of white men
-« Youare the children of Abraham Lincoln,

How Much Hes The South Changed?

We are at best only his stepchildren; children
by adoption, children by force of circum-
stence and necessity, But . . . we entreat you
to despise not the humble offering we this
day unveil to view; for while Abraham Lin-
coln saved for you a eountry, he delivered us
from a bondage, according to Jefferson, one
hour of which was worse then ages of the
oppression your fathers rose in rebellion to
oppose.’’)

During the 1343 mass demonstration, the Com-

munist Couneilman Benjamin A. Davis appeared
with Mayor La Guardia in Harlem and on the

same piatform spoke ggoinst the Negro outburst,
According to Earl Browder: “The immediate

- achievement in this peried under the ' present

American system of complete equality for the
Negroes has been made possitle by the rrisis and
by tke character of this war as. a penple’s war of
national lberation And just in case there was
any illusion about the “compiete equality for the.
Negroes” requiring any setivity, the Nogra Com-
munist, Doxey A. Wilkerson, spelled it out for all
as no more, and no less, than the “full support of
::htf }n.r'in-the-war policies of our Commander-in-
iet.,”

Soeager were the Communists in their support
of the Rooseveit Adrministration that they spoke
not only of “war-time unity" bui post-war plans,
We don’t mean those of the Cold War that they
did not anticipate, No, in that same 1944 pamphlet, |
What The Negro Wants, Wilkerson wrote *To
drafl idenlistic war plans for the Negroes , , .
tends to divert much necded -energy from the
really urgent task of today: to win the war,”
Shades of the Bourkon South!

Ne wonder the Negroes by the thousands—for
they had joined the Communist Party during the
1930's—t{ore up their Communist Party cards and
were not again fooled by the new change in line
that came with the Moscow Cold War which made
the American Comnmunists once again (for how
long?) come out “for the Negro liberation.”

0ld Engraving Deplets Discovery
of Negro Slave Revolt Leader
Nat Turner In 1831,
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PART VI |
the Negro as Touchstone of History

Rip Van Winkle awoke after twenty vears; the
ald radicols glcep on 100 years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, as they did at the eutbreak
of the Civil War when Marx considered their kigh-

. sounding “Marxist" opposition to wage slavery
*as well as” chattel stavery acz ne more then
escapism from reality. After Marx's death, Fried-
rich KEngeis, his life-leng collaborator, was so
aroused against the American socialists for isolat-
ing themselves from the cxisting trade unions,

that he wrote a friend that Bismark's anti-socialist

laws "were a misforlune, not for Germany, but
i’ox.'"America to which they consigned the ‘Knot-
en’,
- Insofar as American Marxism is concerned, the
20th century was no imprevement on the 19th.
Just as the world siginificance of the striggle to
" abolish slavery, and the natioha! importance of
the existing trade unions escaped thom in the 1860's
and 1880's, so did the new nntional-international
pivot of the Negro struggle in the early 1020's,
Neither the actual struggles led by Marcus Garvey,
nor the prolific writings of Lenin cn the National
Question, could arouse them from thelr torpor on
the “Negro Question.” '

By 1941 the policy of jingoistin American Com-
munists bore no tesemblance whatever. to the
Marxist iheory of liberation either on the question
of the emancipation of labor or the self-determi-
nation of oppressed nations. Long before this
transformation into opposite, however, Claude Me-
‘Kay rightly accused American Communists of
being unwilling “to face the Neproe Question.” In
a word, they too are products of the bourgeois
society in which they lve and thus do not see in
full the ‘coniradictory foundation of American
Civilization; its Achilles heel iz enclosed not in
the “general” class struggle, but in the specifics
of the “additive" of color in these class struggles.
Precisely because of this the theery of lberetion
must be as comprehensive as when Marx first

" . unfurled the banner of Humanism. .

From its birth in 1043, Marx, at one cnd the
same time, fought capitalismy and “vulgar commu-
nism'; exnosed allenation at lts root—not alene In
ownership of properly or even in exploitation of
lubor, but tlso in the fetishiams of its philosophy,
“popular culture,” political superstructure, It is
thizs total underlying philosophy of the ruling
class which assumes the “Axity” of a law of nature,
(44) It must be abelished. uprooted. Aholition of
the profit motive and transformation of private
into state property could not achieve this unleys
what was most degrading of a!l in ¢lass sonicties—
the division between mental and manua! labor—
was abolished and a2 new society established on
truly human foundations.

Becgusz slavery stained Amerlcan clvilization
ag it wrenched freedom from Greal Britein, the
Negro gave the lie to its democracy. At first he

{44) See chapter on "Fetithivr of Commoditian” in Capltel,
by Karl Marx, Vel I

was alone in so doing. But with the birth of
Abulitionism, and for three stormy decades there.
after, American civilization was placed on trial by
whites as well as Negroes who together focused on
the antagonism between the ideal of freedom and
the reality of slavery. The Negro became the
touchsione of Ghis cluss-ridien, color-conscious,
defaced civillzation which had an ever-cxpanding
frontier but no unifying philosophy.

To achieve unity between Nerth and South not
only did a Civil War become inevitable but it was
compelled to unfurl a new banner-—Emancipation
Proclamation—before it could win this long, bloody
war. Thereby it also proved that, at bottom, the
sectional struggle was in fact a class struggle. For
those who thought that this truth was limited to
the struggle between North and South, but did
not hold for the “classless" Western democracy,
where “everyman” could become p properly own-
er, an independen! farmer, the argicultural erises
of the 1880's and 1880's caine as a greater shock
than the Civil War. .

Froutier fHusion

For the first time since this country uchieved its
independence, it became elear to all that capital,
rather than the pioneer in the covered wagon, pul
its' mark on this nation, The theoretician of the
frontier —the historian, Frederick J. Turner—
rightly recsrds this mark upon the expansion
westward which domipated the development of
this new nation “conceived in lberty™: '

“But when the arid lands and the mineral re-
sources of the Far West were reached no conquest
was possible by the old individual pioneer meth-
ods, Here expansive [rrigation works must be
constructed, cooperative activity was demanded in
utilization of the water supply, capital beyond the
reach of the small farmer was required . , . Iron
and conl mines, {ransportation fleets, railvoad sys-
tems, and iron manufactories are concentrated in a
few corporations, principally the United States
Steel Corporation. The world has never seen such
a consolidation of capltal and so complete a sys-
tematization of econoimnle processes,”

What Professor Turner dues naf record s thut,
with the destruction ef Popullsm, the frontier
dream “puassed Into' monopoly capital, That Is to
say, from being the d ng mark of the
Amectican Clvilization, the frontier disappeared as
a way out from the class-begotten civillzation.
Mcnopoly capital and its thrust into imperialism,
no doubt, did not mesn for the white working
pcople what it meant for the Negroes: the total
collanse of their aspirations. That's precisely why
hhe tliicgro rermained the Achilles heel of this civi-

zation,

But while material progress and “reforma” may
have helped sustain an illusion long since passed
among the rest of the population, the frontier
became an fllusion, not the realily of Amerlcan
Civillzation which by the turn of the century took
its place alongside the other capitalist civilizations
carving empires out of the Afrlcan, Asian, Middle
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Eastern and Latin American countries. What I
pivotal to the study of the role of the Negro In
Amarican Civilization is that, at each turning point
in history, he anticipates th= next stage of develop-
ment of labor in its relatlonship with capltzl.
Because of his dea! oppression, it could not be
otherwise,

1. Urbanization of Negroes

Take the present shift of the Nepro struggie
from the Merth o the Scuih. Althuugh at the
moment it seems predominantly student youth in
leadership, this new force did not ariee in &
vacuum. It arose within the coniext of a Browing
urbanization and industrializatton of the South,
The most important effect of the post-war indusy-
irialization of the South has been that rotton is
no longer the main source of Southern wealth,

Although cotten remasins the sccond most impor..

tant crop in the United Stater, the Souih--so
permeated with the ideology stemming from
slavery and its economic remains which had demi-
nated the South from 1790 to 1%49—cannot hold
on Lo the quasi-totalitarian relations when its
ecenomic basis has gone, Of 11,685,000 production
workers in the United States in 1858, three milllon
were in the South (including the bocder states},
and in the deep South there were two wmitlion
production workers.

" By 1959, tliere was an increase of half million
production workers In the United Staies (total:
12,233,000); the pumber remained substantially
unchanged in the Southern border states, but in
the Deep South there was a 10 per cent increuse,
to 2.2 milllen.

The urbanizaticn of the Negro when, for the first
time in his history, .there is a slight majority of
Nogroes living North, has meant a phenomenal

" move from country to city right within the South,
Between 1950 to 1880 the move of the Negro
population has been most drumatic as it fell in
rural areas from 37 per cent to 27 per cent, Indead,
beth North and South, according to the 1980 cen-
sus, the Negro is more arbanized than the white:

92 per cent for the Negro agalnst 79 per cent.

for whites. The trend has continued,

This movement from country to city shows itsalf
in yet another way when we consider the total
non-white clvilien labor force l4-years old and
over, (In this case, the ferm “non-white” includes
also Amerlean Indlans, Orientals, ete, who total
less than one per cent of the population, even after
the inclusion of Alaska and Hawaii since 1960.)

In 1950, this age group numbered aimost 40 per
cent of the total non-white population, or about
six million out of some 18 million, Of those, more
than four million, or abeut 69 per cent were utban,
and nearly two million, or about 31 per eent were
rural. By 1860, the group hud dropped to 35 per
cent of the total of non-whites, or 7% million out
of 20% million; but its urban-rural ratio had in.
creaced to 78 per cent urban as against 22 per cent
rural, or 53 milllon to one-and-n-half mitlien,
In 1950, 17% per cent of this group worked in
agriculture; ten years later it was unlg Th Eer
cent. That 9214 per cent of the non-white Inbor
force over 1¢ years of age Is slthes working or
locking for work In America's cliles is the im.

perative human motive force behind the unfolding
struggle in the Seuth.

It the great strength and surge of the Negro
struggle, from the post-World War I years (o the
post-World War II years, was centered in the
North—and at the beginning of World War II, it
was Far West (45)—the great sirength and surge.
of the past decade has been in the South where
(he Negro masses are remaining to figkt for neow

+ human relations in the very heart and stronghold

of American repression. The new stage of Negro
struggle that began with the Montgomery, Ala-
bama, Bus Boycott movement revealed the prole-
tarian stamp jr the organization of the protest—
100,000 Negroes walksd for one yetar——and in the
creative self.activity of organizing iis own {rans.
port apd weekly mass meelings fo assure and
develop its own working existence.

The new stage of struggle deepened when high
school and college youths in Greenshoro, North
Caroling, on February 1, 1960 sat down at a de-
partment store's segregated lunch counter, (48)
Irom Ben entirely diffecent source, It was as
spontaneous as the refusal of Mrs. Rosa Parks to
move {o the back in the Montzomery bus, The
climax these struggles reached, when the Freedom
Rides did finally eriginate North and included
whites as well as Negroes, was jnspired by the .
movement in the South. The South, not the North,
led. The committees which sprang up to coordinate
the work followed, rather than led, these spon.
tanesus movements which were outside the scope
of the established organizations,

This is true not only.in relationship to the still-:
birth ‘of the CIO called “Operation Dixte," but also
of the Negro organizations from the NAACP to the
CORE, from the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) to the Student Non-Vicolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC;}. All followed the
sponteneously evolving movement, Wone antici-
pated either the Bus Beycott of 1956 or the Sit-Ins
of 1860 or Freedom Rides of 1861, As the move-
ment which Brst arose around a. working-woman,
then sprang up among high schaol youth, and now
seems most predominant among college youth,
there is, however, £lso more of a tendency to rake
it appenr as an indfvidual's fight for education
rather than a people’s fight for total democracy,
économic as well as political, educational as well

" as social,

It is not an individual fight. The social dynamite
with which the South is charged is exploding at
2 time of unprecedented industrialization there.

It is true that in the South, even less than in
the North, Indusirialitation has not raised the
Negro to the siatus of the white worker nor
dissolved his struggie for elementary democratle
{li.glhbi into the nnler'ﬂ clasy st;tl:“llel. Dilgeren-

 in wages, senlority, u ng have by no
means been abollihed, pers

There is not the illusior of 1037 when the birth
of the CIO seemed to npen g totally new life, The
national trade unlon lead rship, long since traps-
formed into a bureaucracy, seems to live on a
different planet altogether. It is too busy travel-
ling all over the globe—all over that in except
South USA—too busy selling the State Department
line on “the American way of life,” to be overly

—
[42) See the ipacial issue of The Journu! of Educetionat
. I«Iulug, Novamber, 1945, which way devoted o
~Race Relotions en the Pocific Coonl,” sd.ted by L.
D. Reddick
L]

. ick,
(48} Unknithed Revelutlen, by Tom Kohn, New York, 1940,
hos o chronologicol st of Wiin ond ther pretest
demoratrations fiom Feb. 1 through August 1, 1980,
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concerned with white labor, muea less the Negro,
though he numbers nearly {wo million within the
AFL-CIO and many more unorganized outside.

The Negro is still the last to be hired and the
first to be fired, The duality of this cra of pioletar-
ianization when the new stage in production—
Automztion—is daily throwing people by the
thousands and tens of thousands inte a pennanent
army of unemployed intensifies the Negro's foel-
ing of {rustraticn both against capitalirm and the
labor bureucracy.

In its report of August 1962, the Burcau ol
Labor Statistics showed that, as c¢compared to a
4.6 per cent of the white laber force being un-
emptloyed, the Negro unemployed number 11.4 per
cent. But it is precisely around Automation and
precisely among mincrs where the Negro fe most
numerous and most integrated that ibe American
worker has, ever since 1550, raised the most lan-
damental question of any soclety: whai kind of
Iabor must man perform, why must there be such
a division between thinking and dolng, between
wark and life. .

This search for a philosophy of life, that is to
say a link between theory and practice, received
a world-shaking impetus from the African Hevo-
lutions which showed the indivisibility of the

- Freedom NGW movement,

2. The Two-Way Road to
African Revolufions

The most exciting chapter in human affairs
since ‘World War I1 was written by the Afriean
Revolutions. The first All-African, People's Con-
ference, in 1958 when Ghana was_the only inde-
pendent state, disclosed not_just Pan-Africanism
but the making of a Negro International.

Tiny Guinea's' “No!” to France wan her free-
dom eand thereby reaffirmed -that the greatost
force for yemaking the world remains the human
being. In less than a decade no fewer than 22
African nations won their Independence.
~ The banner under which this freedom from
colonialism has been achieved—Pan-Africanisim-—
is not a purely African phenomenon. It has had a
multiple birth and development in which the
American contribution is impertant. Where stand-
ard history texts, in their vulgar materialistic way,
still dwell in detail on the long-dead triangular
trade of rum, molasses and slaves—between Afrl-
ca, the West Indies and the United States—it Is
the ever-live triangular developmeni of interna-
tionalism, masses in action and ldeas which is the
dominant force today, -

All the "utopian” ideas that have since become
facts of life, underlying philosophies of actusl
revolutions—from the theory of Négritude 1o the
slogan of "Africa for the Africans"; from natlon-
alism to an International of the Negro; and from
freedom from colonialism to socialist Humanism—
have had their ori%in in this vital traffic belween
Alfrica, the West Indles and the United States,
With human relations spanning the continents,
came zlso the true history of Africa. As {ne
pioneer Negro historlan, Carter G. Woodson, put
it, “The race has a past and It did not begin on
the totion end sugar plantutlona of Atmevica.”
Greater than the intellectual interchange at the
turn of the century was the history of Negro
stru%sles in this country—from the time of slave
revolts to Populism—which inspired such revoits

in Nyasaland as the Chilembwe Rising of 1915,
(47) "As we saw, the greatest mass movement
among Negroes in the United States was led by 2
West Indian, Marcus Garvey, .

Whether many ideas came to Africo from actual
slave revolts and centinuous struggles cince the
end of slavery in this country, or was transmitted
there through intellcetual channels—and ithe Ne-
gro colleges played no small part in training many
of the present lcaders of the independent African
states—1t would be forcing the point beyond rec-
ognition to iry fo atitibute to the Negro American
the actual world-shaking events that the Africans
themsetves participated in during the 1950°s. The
absurdity of such a claim would be seen ai once
werr we to move from what was British Africa to
what was French Africo, and attempt to give
France credit for the seeialiom of Sckou Tourd in
Guinea because he participated in Paris congresses.

No, in stressing the exchange of Ideas we do
not mean io impute a one-to-one relationship—
that is, a direct, immediate, invariable, or auto-
matic conncction--belween ideas and revolution
cither in the past or presently, either in the United
States, the West Indies or Africa.

The Undetlying Humanism :
The historic greatness of today’s development,
no matter what the roots ere, flow from the spon-
taneity, the timing, the political matnrity of our
age and our world, Tt is not just black, or even
eolored, but vhite as well, Nor is it directed only
against Western imperialism as the East German

_and Hungarian Revolutions for freedom from Rus-

sian tolalitarianism showed. s

The shock of recognition comes from the Hu-
manism underlying ail revolts—in advanced as in
technologically underdeveloped countries, the
Unitcd States or Africa, Asia or Latin America,
the Middle East or Western Europe. The inter-
nationalization of such wards as “Uhury,” “Sit-In,"
“Indépendance,” "Freedom Ride,” “Freedom Fight-
eNr(.;'whave merged inta the world-wide Freedom

Recently, NBC interviewed some newly-arrived
African students. One Nigerian student was ansked
how he happened to choose this country althuugh
a scholarship had also bean offered him in London
where there is less diserimination than here. His
reply what that the African does get “a good edu-
catlon in Great Britain—and enters the career
service.” But the same educatdion in the United
States—precisely because any Negro, the African
included, encounters diserimination--"makes the -

frican into a reveluntionary snd ihat is what 1
want to be.”

The African student summed up the two.-way
rond from and to African Revolutions' more cor-
rectly than all the standard history lexts and the
current liberal journalistic reports. Also pointed to

-Is tie stage we may call “What Happens AFTER?"

«—what happens after independence is won? Is a
new arlstocracy, only this time of *intellect’’ rathe:

- et a1

(47} We have limited oursalves, ol necasslty, 1o the ospecis
of the Adricon Rnvolutions which refote to the da-
velcpment of tha historie_tole of the Negra Amsicon.
Far turther views of Africa in its own right, ses our
Hews & Lutiers Pomphiet, “Naticnolism, Lommunism,
Morxist-Humonism cond the Afio-Aslan Revolutions.®
See alo our POLITICAL LETTERS: No. 26, “The
American Kotanga Lobby and the Congo Crisls’; ond
Not, 33-38, o sanai of letters from West Atrica
which onds yﬂih *Which Way Now? Urkler tha Impact
of Communivm ong Neo-Coloniatism.” For an account
af the Chilembwae Rising tee Sheoperson and Prce.
tndepandant Afrcen. Sen alio, Africa Sasn By Ameth
can Hagross, published by Presence Africaing, and
avoilghle frem Atoerican iaty for African Culture,
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thun imperialism, to take over? Is the relationship
belween African and Negre American, as rank and
filers, to be subordinated 1o inter-governmentsl
aid programs? And are ideas to be farced into the
narraw confines of immediate needs?

What Happens AFTER?
Of all the African socinlists, Sckou Tours is the
onc who appeals most to the left in both Africa
and the United States' because of the historic
sweep of his deeds and the passion of his viewe.
His little country's “Not* to the mighty (but not
almighty) De CGaulle France, electrificd the world
with it daring and s challenging philosaphy:
“The scienee resulling from all human krnowledga
has no hationality. The ridiculous disputes about
the origin of such and such a discovery do not
interest us since they add nothing to the value of
the discovery. Tt can therefars bo sald that African
unity offers the world a new humanjsm essentially
founded on (he universa] solidarity and coopera-
tion between prople without any racial and sul.
tural antagonism and without narrow egoism and
priviloge. This i above and beyond the problem
of West Africa and as far removed from the quar-
. rels which divide the highly developed countries
as :u-le the conditions and asptrations of the African
prople,”

The confidence in the African masses—*al) peo-
ples are capable gt any, time of administering
themselves and of developing thefr Personality,
Therc are no minor peaples, except under slavery
or foreign oppression”--had the sweep of Lenin
on the ove of the Russian Revolution when he
maintained that “only from beolow” can the revo-
lution beecoame invineible, But, in the “rediscovary
of its African personality,” in eontrast tn the dis.
covery of the genius of the Russian proletariat as
“merely” the beginning of the futernational revo-
lution,  this great African leader exvitdes all
“foreign™ ideologies—ot the working class, 15 of
oppressor: “Africa cannot agree. 1o the detriment
of respeet for her personality, her ctvilization and
her proper structure, to become an organic struc.
ture of any system of states or Ideologies whatso-
ever.” As if Marxism were not the onity of theory
and practice, he mainiains thul “philosophy’ does
not interest us, We have concrete needs,”

This same precccupation

cannot divorce theory from practice. What philo-
sophy we have has not been systematized In such
& way ai.to make it appreciated outside our
shores, Lot me give you the basis, Our way of life
is tied with land tenure, Here it is communal—
the implication is that every person haz a stake
in the land. He eannot soli it but his sons are

heirs. It belongs 1o them. Your don't own It as

individuals in the sense thut you can sell it for
profit, and it beeame communalistic, They hald the
land in common. Thus we have no landless pess-
antry , . . and there is no pormanent laboring
class, althowgh this is becoming so. Since there
is no lendless peasantry, nor a permanent wage
carning class, Marxion socialism doesn’t apnly 1o
us; African, Nigerinn soctalism does. No doubt’ the
theory should ke systematitzed, but it has not yot
been done,

“Welfare state, our own brand of sociallsm, is
not Commusism or Marxism or Fabian guild, but
something to suit our way of life. To this we witl
stick. Welore state i3 rooted fundainertatly in
soclnlist beliefs, Most of oyr peaple belluve in free
enterprise but not that it should mean profil ot
all costs.”

In spite of these sentiments from the established

is to he found in
Nigeria, As Dr. Nnamdi Azlkiwe mxpreseed jt: o

‘ dual probiem,

i)

- erly, That js :
- direction® (1) Egonomicaily, it is the direction of

‘ing to the wall of his president

Leaders, the Nigerian masses donnt feel that thers
have been any fundamental changes in thelr
lives as a result nf their recentiy-won political
Independence, From opposition meetings it is obyi.
ous that there is a difference in the conception of
African socialism between those in office and thous
on the outside. The same is true in Sencgal, Yet
President Leapold Senghor admits neither to these
differcnces nor to any fundamental difference be-
tween the Casablanca and Monrovia blocs into
which the African states are divided. Of that he
says; “The difference is not serious, What is seri-
ous is the division between ihe United States and
the Soviet Unjon.”

This is_certainly irve if one is concerned with
the world power struggle rather than with rela.
tinne amonp secialists, as well as with the warld
Tazaificalions of the theoretical development of
African socialism, Especially attractice was Seng-
hor's June, 1958, speech at the Constitutive Con-
Eress of his Party of Afriean Federation where
he singled out “Marx's positive contributions, They
are: the philosophy of Humanism, economie theory,
dialectic methed,” and of these he chose the Hu.
manism as the most basic. Mare recently (May,
1962) his statement about the affinity of Russign
Cemmunism and American capitalism was both
true and hilarious. “The Rrogram of the 22nd Rus-
sian Cnmmunist Party Congress is like that of the
United States—comp]etely materizalistie—a ejvili-
zatlon of frigidaires and TV, You have Commy. -
nism, you have American free enterprise, and you
hove the plan in Western Europe,

“Ench ideology has a truth, but only in part,
Where is the ideology which is not all materialisiic,
which permits room for the spiritual? That is our
idvology. I think I should say in al) justice that
we use the socislist method, We are socialists and
use tle democratic method which preserves lih.
why here in Senegal we have a dual

the plan, (2) Culturally, ‘we are for the Negro
African blending with that of Eure e, Here (turn-
?al suite) is a
benutifu] painting that is authentically African,
but the Senegalese artist is a product of the Ecole
des Beaux Aris de Puris, s

T think that the division between Monrovia

and Casablanca is a superficlal division, We ara
for the unity of the two African Rloes, The voonb-
ulary they use now is thnt of East and West, but
in Africa the problem is nol one of class, or state
capitalism, The probiem which Is supreme Is the
new cultural existence, We want a_culture which *
is Afriean. The dividion betwesn Monroviz and
Casablanea is not the real problem, The real prob--
lem is n struggle between the USA and the USSR,

“When President Sckou Tourd ‘ealls for full re-
Africanization, the problem is one of Négritude,
Bul Africa is ceonomically greatly retarded and
the neved is for the scientific technology that Europe
has, the eiliciency of the Amecrican, We hava a
o situation of undevelopment and
the problem of Nigritude, It s a preblem of
method. It is necessary (o have a method with
which to npproach this reality,

“Négritude isn't pure resurrection. It is @ modern
adaptation of African history and culture. We take
the technique of Europe in order {o permit the
creation of a new civilization for the Africa of the

20th century,
but the sociallsm in

“There Is a socinlism,
Europo i3 dépasse because the African reality is
Is determinism, sclen-

spiritual. In Margism there
and humanism. The

tifle and dlsenrsive reason
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revoiulion is scientifie and il iy philosephic, Ein
stein is 20th century, but so is the artist 20th
century, The 20th century culture is more than
scientific. Communism is not the whole truth, It
i3 gbstract and scientific. In this, capitalism re-
seinbles commiunism,

“The culture which today finds a methad for
Black African where we can take science from
Communism and capitalism, and from African
poetry and knowledge is the culittre we need.
From this point of view, both in the United States
and the Soviet Union thern is not this sense of
reality. We want a culture that is Alrican, the
conelusion of the PHENOMENOLOGY of Teilhard
de Chardin,”

The trouble with President Senghor's humanism
is that it is gencral and abstract where it should
be concrete and specific. The fundamental differ-
enes botwepn Senpgnleca eocisnliem ond thet en
visaged by Marx does not reside in the difference
between  “spiritualism"” and “materialism” but
between theory and practice. The tragedy of the
African Revolutions stems from the fact that its
leaders are so weighted down by the consciousness
of the backwardness of the techniology, the need to
industrialize, and rapidly, thal they turn for aid
almost exclusively to the powers-that-be in the
technologically advanced countries, instead of the
proletariat in those lands. Naturaily, we do not
appose any African country accepting nid from any
sottrce whatever, be that De Geulle's "France,
Kennedy's. America, or Khrushehev's Russia.
Western imperialism has plundered Africa for
centuries, plundered it both of its manpuwer and
its natural resources. It is high time for at least
some of this African wealth to return to the
country of its real origin. This, however, is not the
point at issue for Humanists. The point at issue
is the relationship, first to one's own people, the
very ones who made independence possible; sec-
ond, to the underlying philosophy of freedom
which Is not to be degraded to a changing tactic
dependent on the relationship of forces with the
enemy; and third, above all to tha werld prole-
tariat which is equally desirous with the African
to put an end to the crisis-ridden, capitalistic
world that is presently hell-bent for nuclear
destruetion. .

Freedom NOW

The ideology, the Freedom NOW, which elicited
the elemental creativity of the masses that re-
shaped Africa, and thus the world, in less than
a decade, will surely need a more International
content for the forward move of humenity, This
is an inescapable feeling when, datly in Africa, one
meets young Africans who are inereasingly con-
cernad with new human relations, new world
relations, that is to say, a totally new human di-
“mension. In the Gambia, for example, new worid
relations meant to the youth, not government-to-
government, but people-to-people. The Young
Workers Movement wanted to hear about socialism
the world over, and they specified the Freedom
Kiders in the United States as well as the Zenga-
kuren of Japan, the Soelalist Youth of Great
Britain as well as the Nigerian Youth Congress.
Here is a country which, with the elections in
May, 1862, was the last of the British colonies in
West Africa to have taken the first step toward
sel-gavernment. It looked up to independent
Africp, wanted to be part of Pan-Africanism, but
also did not fear to admit that Pan-Africanism had
become “an umbrella” fer a competitive verjet
‘of African movements. The Gambiz youth asked,
with true humility, couldn't they, Just becavse

they were the last to gain freedom in Wesl Alrvica,
not separete Black Africa from the socialist move-
ment — from the working people in America,
Europe, Russia, the Orient—"to create a new world
on human beginnings?”

The same thought has been expressed repeatedly
in the United States by the courageous young
Freedom Fighters in their unflagging struggles
ageinst the Southern racists, As we wrote in
“SOUTH AFRICA, SOUTH U.S.A" (News & Let-
t=rs, April, 1060): "Despite (the) tuse of force,
added to mass arrests and the harassing imposition
of insulting 'local laws,” the young Freedom Fight-
ers of the South refuse to be inlimidated. Far from
abating, the sitdown movement and mass demon-
strations for basic human rights grow daily in
scope and volume . , ,

"The example of the Southern protest movemenl
hay electrified Negro and white youth throughout
the country, including some in the South itself ., .
By their self-octivity, the students in South U.S.A.
have | lighted the only path to freedom~mass
activity.”

In “NEW FREEDOM CAMPAIGNS MARK
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF SIT-INS" (News &
Letters, Fob, 1961), we wrote: “Just as the Mont-
gomery Bus Baoycott of 1856 was followed by a
bus hoycott by Africans, a year later, in Jehannoes-
burg, South Africa, so the eurriut South U.S.A.
sit-ins have inspired a bi-racia. sit-In against
tearcom segregation in Captown, South Africa ...
the self-activity of the Negro masses . ., illumi-
nate{s) the road to the reconstruction of society
on new, truly human beginnings.”

“Let's Give This iz o Tryl”

T T~
L

SCHooL Heuse:

Picture reprinted from News & Letters,
November 28, 1858
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PART VII
Facing the Challenge, 1943 -1963

1. The Self-Determination

of People and Ideas

A new stage of Negro struggle opened the same
year os the Hungarfan Revolulion of 1858. Many a
radical who acknowledges the high stage of werld
development by the outbreak of the latter, refuses
so much as lo mention the Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott in the same breath, For those who thick that
the snobbery is due to the fect that the Hungerian
Revelution ‘eulminated in such recognizable prole-
tarlan forms of struggle as Workers' Councils as
against Monigomery's cnntinuou_s mass mectings
are hlind entirely to the underlying philosophy of
both — a new type of humanism — whieh likewise
remains unacknowledged by these self-proclaimed
“vanguardists.” :

The 1ruth is old radicals are forever biind to the
positive, the subjective new dimensions of any
spontanzous struggle. Each struggle is fought out
in separateness, and remains isolated. While the
way to hell may be paved with Little Rocks, the
way to 4 new society must have totally nevs foun-

- dations not alone ln action but in thought,

The Second American Revolutign was Jeft un-
finished by the Emanecipation Proclamation which
straddled the fence between human liberation and

g union of states, It will be kept in the same state .

* of suspended animation by ail who think that
tokenism—the appointing to high Administration
posts of a few Negroes—can meet the challenge of
100 vears of struggle for Freedom NOW. .
The President may make headlines in April,
1963, as he did during his 1950 electien campuign,
by a solicitous phone call {6 the imprisoned Martin

Luther King's fumily. All the more damping then -

Is the true measure of tokenism: the Administra-
tion's tolerance of police dog aitacks against vote
registrants in Mississippi and Alabama. In today's
unleashing of the hounds we see more than the
shades of Simon Legrce chasing Littls Eva across
the ice. We see the killer dogs ol Hitler's Storm
Troops and of the Communist "vopoy" guarding
the Berlin wail. ) : j

As the Freedom NOW movement expands from
the struggle for desgregation to the fight for vating
rights, it-enlists the_active support of Northern
ortists: comedian Dick Gregory in Greenwood,
Miss.; Michigan painter G, Ray Kerciu inh Oxford,
Miss.; Al Hibbler in Birmingham, Ala.

Parallels and Tuming Points

The Birnaingham outburst is not only the latest
incident in which Rev. Shuttlaworth continues to
play o leading role. It is the beginning of a most
fundamental chapter in the freedom stru gle
hiecnuue it involves the South's most industrialized
city.

Xmerlean civilization has been on trial from the
duy of its birth, It hollow slogens of democracy
have been found wanting from the very start of
the labor and Negro struggles at the beginning of
the 18th century, The first appearance of trade
unlons and workingmen's parties in the Uniled

States paralleled the greatest of the slave revolis
and the emergence of the Abolitionist movement.
This parallelisin is the characteristic feafure of
American class struggle. Only when these two
great movements coalesce do we reach decisive
turniag puints in United States devalopment, In
drawing together all the lines of theory and
struggle for freedom which have gone into the
making of the Amerfezn mind, we have seen such
a climax in the rise of the CIO and the inevitable
break from the Garvey movement, on the one
hand, and from the exclusiveness of the old craft
unions on the other, B

The AFL-C10’s current fuilure setiously torelate
i's struggles with those of iho Southern student
youth is not only a result of the organizational
failure of "Operation Dixie,” but of the lack of a
unifying philosophy. At the same time it rnust be
elear to the young Freedom Fifhters that the many
separale organizations in thelr struggle alse tack
a unifying philosophy, It js wrong to think that
& “coordinating committee” s all that is needed,

The great forces of student youth have now
been enlarged by the adult Negro workers in
Greenwood and Birmingham to write today's
dramatic page in Southern history. Yet this is
enly a -manifestation of the vast forces gathering
below the zurface to put all of American civiliza-
tinn on_trial. What is needed as you penetrate
deeper into both the struggles and the aspirations

" of the Negroes is not stiil another organization "to

coordinate” the work. What fs needed is a new
Humanism,

It is (he unifying philesophy of Marxist-Hu-
manism which, in the years of our existence, has
enabled us not only to follow, supperi and parti-
cipate in the Negro struggles, but in some ways o
auticipate their development, As one of our Frea.
dom_Riders sald in our pamphlet, FREEDOM
RIDERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES:

“E feel that becanss the Negro question bas
always been the most critical one in the United
States, Civil Rights Is the name of Freedom in
this country for both black and white, znd foy
both student and worker. Siuce the mid '50's
there hus been no other movement which hos
expressed such creativity and determination to
be free NOW. This is why I think that ‘Whether
the Freedom Rides cenfinue, or whother the
struggle o end segregation and discrimination
once and for all takes a aifferent form, the fight
for treedom will not stop untll we have torn up
the old, from root {o branch, and establizhed
traly new human relations based on new begin-
nings. I thiuk that the Freedom Rides, and what-
gvor may come after them, are z torm of just
snch new begianings!

2. The New Veices We Heard

We have heard the new voices ever since 1848,
the yeer of growth of the Natlonal Resistance
Movement in Europe, the year of the miners’
strike and Negro demonstrations in the United
States. For the first time in American history,
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right in the midst of a war, a section of the prole-
tariat and a minority grouping representing one-
tenth of the nation, were SRYing! our main cnemy
is at home. As has happened throughout 1.8, his-
tory, an activity by the Negroes demands that all
others “take sides.” Whereupon the American
Coummunists showed up on the samc platform as
the police and the established forces of *“law and
order” to demund that the demonsirators “go
home."
The Negro intelligentsia, on the other hand,
deaf 1o the new voices, were husy constructing
theses and analyses for use by Gunnar My:dal, a
Swedish scholar, who was Putling togother 5 com-
prehensive study of the Negro, titled An American
Ditemma, The dilemma, he said, arises from the
cunlradiction hefweopn  tha Amoritan  ideal of
equality and the American reality of inequality,
The only proposal. he made was for the cnfran.
chisement of the Negroes, starting with “the higher
strata of the Negro population.” (sic!) As we
wrale then: "The appeal nf the social scientist iz
not a challenge; it is a whimper,
“Here you have the political formula of this
massive work in a nutshell! Here is 8 scholar who
has digested the major par of the uvailable litera-
ture on the subject of the Negro problem, wha has
conducted field studies and case historics, all of
which lead him to uphaid ‘value premises' that
. demand the tull participation of the Negro in all

aspects of American life, who holds no brief for
. intellectus! Uneln Tomism of either Negro or white

variety, who says the South i+ ag backward intel-
. lectuaily as economically, that its ignorance is, in
fact, unique in non-faseist Western civilization,
and yei so bourgeois is he that his class instinet
Prevails upon him to produee so impotent, so ludi.
crous a ‘salution' as to turn the Amegican tragedy
into a Swedish farce!" . ’

(While News & Letters did not appear
until June, 1955, some of us who founded

News & Leotters had de veloped these Marzxist..

Humanist views of the role of the Negro in
American history in 1943 and because we
consider it us part of our present heritage,
the views quoted here from “Negro Intellect-
uals in Dilemma” were reprinted in News &
Letters, February, 1961.)

Too obvious to need to be told is that what was .

erucial in the situation were not “value premises”
~—either the immoral ones of the white South or
the moral! ones of Sweden's Gunnar Mydral.

The way, the only way, a historic tradition can
peralst for a century Is throuzh being fed angd
nourisked on economic rools Zeeply emhedded
In the community, And ¢ get ‘reborn™ ‘each
generation it wnust feed on new, national life-
glving economie sustenance, This it gets now, gx
it did, at the turn of the century, from Imperial.
ism, reinforced by the totalitariznism in the air!

ewever, Myrda! would not cencern us wore it

not for the ideologleal sreachery of very nearly the
entire talented tenth that did g greal deal of the
research and preparation for the work hefare it
was published, end then, aftes thoy gaw what con-
¢clusions he had drawn from their research, still

Fraised him to the sky. Much as it may surprise .

those of today who nre used v the conservative
UN. Undersecretary, Ralph Buzache in those years
was a radical and, ar such, pressnted the sorijest
spectacle. Our review of American Dilemma con-

ued: “The zorriest spectacle of tie Negro ‘tal.
ented tenth' Is presented by Relphk Buuche, Mr,

Bunche is critical not only of the economie, poli-
tical and social status of the Negro but of ail
existing Negra organizations that strive to ameli-
erate this conditien, He cally them ‘philosophic
and programmatie paupers. In his pamphlet, A
World View of Race, he even comes up with a
solution to the Negro problem:

“The Negro must develop, therefore, a consci-
ousness of class interest and purpose and must
strive for an alliange with the white working class
in a common strugpie for economic and political
cquality and justice',”

Yel this most radical of radicals found it permis-
sible to shelve, his mare radical conclusions in the
Schomburg collection, while his research data are
used by Mr. Mydral for his nwn ronservative ends,
This 15 nat at ail necidental, Mr. Bunche's revolu.
tionary thunder is no more thun radicalism of the
chair.

Mr. Mydral at least did see that not only is there
nothing to {ear from such professoria) radicalism
but that a study of the one Negro leader that was
part of a mass movement, Marceus Garvey, could
1ot be entrusted to such hands. Why Mr. Mydral
himseif had not undertzken “intensjve historieal
investizgation” for study lasting four years cover-
ing 1,400 pages of text, into which the Carnegie
Corporation sank a quarter of a million dollars,
may remain inexplicable to most readers. But we
correctly concluded then: “Tp anyene who- is
concetned about the Negro question today, {his
neglect of the Garvey movement has Just about
reached jts end. ’

“There is stirring In the Negro - people in the
United States tadey a racial consciousness which
has at present found its most extreme: expression
in the writings of Richard Wright, Wilfred H. Kerr,
co-chairman of the Lynn Commitiee to Abolish
Segregation in the Armed Forces, has noted the
phenomenon, which ‘eallg ‘Negroism.! These are

- Portents on the horizon which can be ignored oply

to the peril of the labor movement,"

3. What We Stand For—
"~ and Who We Are

“The self-determination therefore -
in which alone the Idea is, is to
lear itself speak.’—Hegel

Because we did foresee the portents on the hori-
Negro's national and |

50, when once again the
miners, a great Proportion of whom are Negrovs,
came out on general strike, this time against what

tha rich experiences of the )

This time the worker was out to abolish alien-
ated Iabor under cafituliam, and was scarching
for ways to unify within himself all his talems,
manual and mental., As one Negro miner put it
during the 1850 sirike: “There is a time for pray-

t. We do that on Sunduys, There is o time for
acting, We took matters in our hands during the
Depression, bullding up our union and seeing thnt
our familles did not starve. There Js a time for

3403




thinking. The time is now. What § want to know
is: how nnd when will the working man — il
working men—have such confidence in their own
abilitles to make a bettcr world that they will not
let others do their thinking for them.”

This desire to brenk with those who want to
do the thinking for the workers—the labor leaders
made into labor bureaucrats—Iled o the break be-
tween the rank and file and John L, Lewis. When
he asked them to return to work, they remained
out, demanding answers to the hew man-killer,
the continuous miner, They didn't win, it is true,
but the process of doing their nwn thinking on the
question of Automation started soruething entirety
new on the part of warkers in all other industries,
and not only on the question of labor, hul on civil
rights and African revolutions, on war and peace,
on ncw human relations. ’

Cunsider ihis discussion v an aulo factory in
Detroit as we recorded it in our pampklet, Work-
crs Battle Automation:

“Three years in a row Aulomation has reduced
the number of weeks we worked, T sure gives you
time to think. The other day I read where a scien-
tist in California snid_that it didn't reaily maitter
wha threw the first H-bomb. Once it's released, we
would be only ‘one-half hour away from total
annihilation™"

A Negre then bepan lalking abouw! the last war:
“You don't think 1 would have gone %o wer if I
had a choice. T didn't want {o give myv life. I al-
most dropped dead when they swore me in, I
almost said, ‘No.'

"I couldn't say I had a recognition in this coun-
try. I'm not classed as a first-class citizen, Other
people come here and they get first-class citizen-
ship. We're born here, my mother and her mother
before her and she could list four generations
befere thut. Still we're not firel-class citizens.

“I didn’l class myself as an American, I was
just thinking of myself as a man. They're inte-
grated sinec then but we wore sirletly segre-
gated. Even If yon went to the front line you
were separated, You might Sght next to whites
and sleep In the mud with them, but whern you
got back, ‘you were segregaied.

“I wouldn't want to live anywhere clse. I know

the way here, But I want condilions lo be improved
one hundred per cent. It rackes you think what the
college kids are doing down South.” -

In another scction of the same pamphlet. weo
wrote:

“It has been sald that ‘Revolution is evoluticn
in the fulness of time.' I{ seems to me that evolu-
tion has now reached that yoint of change where
men_can thrust forward in a way that will leave
the H-bomb, sputniks, and the like as part of the
‘pre-history of man.’ The youth of the world in the
year 1960, with the Hungarian Revelution and its
Workers' Councils behind them, faving guns and
demanding that their voices be heard are putling
Marxist-Humanism into practice.

“A new man will emerge. A new societ

“I feel like I can almost hold it in my
taste it—1I believe it o be so cloge.

*“At the moment I think the form of crpganization
of the workers is all in thelr thinking. They are
organizing their thinking."

New Linity, a New Humanism

Unfortunmelg, intellectuals seem unnbie te be-
lieve workers have thoughts of thelr own, Much
less are they eapable of listening to them, This of
course is not restricted to the United States. Until
1853, all one heard about totniitarian regimes,
outside of the horror it is to Hve under them, con-
carned their invineibllity and success in bralnwosh.-

ﬁgmd or

ingg_the pcople, and particularly ro the workers,
Suddenly, in onc single day — June 17 — the East
German waorkers exploded against the work norms,
raised the slogan of “Bread and Freedom.” Thus
they put an end not only to the myth of totalita-
rian invincibility and ahility to brainwash work-
ers, but they opened an entirely new page in
world history.

The very people who sald It could never happen
now began lo play down what did happen, In con-
trast to those who were blind to the continuous
daily revolls of workers against capitalism, private
or state, our very analysis of how Russia, from a
workers’ staie had been transformed into its op-
posite—a slate-capitalist society—led us to see the
aew form of workers’ revolis, both as workers and
as an opprossed nationalliy. (43) ’

The vary peopie; whe played down the East
European Revolts, from_ Stalin’s death, in 1952,
through the Hungarian Revolution, in 1956, also
played down the Negro struggies from the Ment-
gomery Bus Boycott, in 1856, through the Freedom
Rides, in 1861, to the current struggles in Georgia,
Alabama, and Mississippi. We, on the other hand,
de not divide the underlying philosophy from
participation in all these struggles,

Abave all, we hold fast to the onc-worldednass
and the new Humanist thinking of all oppressed
from the East German worker to the West Vir-
rinia miner; from the Hungarian revelutionery to

. the Montgomery Bus Boycoiter; as well as from

the North Carolina Sit-Inncr {o the African Free-
doin Fighter. The clements of the new soclety,
submerged the world over by the might of capital,
are emerging in all sorls of unexpeeted and un-
related places, Whal is missing is the unity of

" these movements from practice with the move-

33

ment from theory Into an overall philosophy that
can form the foundation of a totally new social .
order,

Thus, in 1858, we wrote in Marxism and Free.
dom: "The modern intellecluals will lose their
sense of guilt and bondage when they will react
to ‘the compulsion of thought to proceed to these
concrele truths’' — the actions of the MNezro school
children in Litile Rock, Arkansas, to break down
segregation, the wildeats in Detroit for a different
kind of labor than that under present-day Auto-
mation, the strugigles the world over for freedom.
The alignment precisely with such struggles in the

- days of the Abeliticnists and of Marx is what gave

these infellectuals that extra dimension as theo-
reticians and as human beings which enable them
o b'ecome part of the new soclety. It will do so
apaln ., . .

“"A new unity of theory and practice can evolve
only when the movement from theory to practice
meets the movement from practice to theory, The
totality of the world crisis has a new form—fear at
the 'beep-berp’ from the new man-made moon,
The American rush ‘to catch up' with the sputnik,
like the Russian determination to be the first to
launch the satellite, is not in the interest of ‘pure
sejence” but for the purpose of total war, Launch-
ing satellites into cuter space cannot solve the

roblems of this earth, The challenge of our times
s not to machines, but to men. Intercontinental
missiles can deslro&" mankind, they cannot solve its
imman relations. The creation of o new society
vemains the human endeavar. The totality of the
crisis demands, and will create, a 1otal solution.
It can be nothing short of & New Humanism,”

(48) Sea Chapter 15 “The Beginning of the Fnd of Russlan
Totahtarionism™ in Matxitm end Fresdem, by Roya

Cunayevixaya. 3 4 0 4




In the five years since Marxism and Freedom
appeared, the Freedom movements have given
ample proof of the Humanist surge of masses in
action seeking to reconstrict soclety.

'odey, as the days of the Abolitionists, we
see the new beginning. It iz high time now to
proceed to & middle, 2 theory; and gn end—the
culmynation of the creative drama of human lib-
eration into & new seclety freed from exploitation
and discriminution and fthe wars that go with it

and man galn a new dimension that puts an end
once and for all to his pre-history in class societies,

‘The ideal and the real are never as far apart as
the philistines, in and out of power, would make it
appear. Whether we take the 200 years of Ameri-
can development, or the last 20 years of world
development, one thing is clear: the turning point
for the reconstruction of seclety occurs when
theory and practice finally evolve a unified organ-
izetiona] form. We have reached the turning point.

Only then can all man's innate talents first develop
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2, Black Caucuses in the Uniens
Charles Denby

THE WHOLE NEW STAGE UF FIACK REVOLT that has now moved directly
into the factories has to be scen as part of the long, long history of
black caucuses. To understamd both today and tomorrow, you first have
to know what the Black curcuses were vesterday, when they sprang up
spontancously at the end of World War 1L

Iremember the finst strike T over lod, It was guver the discrimination
against black women workers in our shop. It was during World War I1,
when I wos at Brigas and 1 was so new in the shop that [ didn't even
know what a strike was. [ wa; working in the dope ioom, where you
put glue on the airplane wing. You had to paint on so many comts of
glue and then it was baked amd painted again. The room was sealed and
ventilated through same kimd of fans in the ceiling. The [umes and odor
were 50 bad we had ne appetite left by lunchiime,

When I was first hired, there were all white men in the room,
But as they hired hlacks, the whites were transferred to ‘better jobs,
One day they hrought in the first black woman, By the end of that
week they had brought in about five black women, and there were only
one or two white men lefi. That's when we decided to get 1hose girly
out of there. The women had bren talking about their husbands who
were. in the service in Germany—and here they couldn't even gét a job
in the sewing room next door. That was for white women only, These
things just burned us up, , ‘

None of us knew anything about the urion, but. 1 finally got-to
talk to ot white Chief Stewird who told me the reason there were
only white women in the sewing room was because they had so much
seniority, 10 or 15 years. We knew they- were Iving, because some of
those girls were just out of high school. So we told the Steward that
if he didn't do something about it we were all going to quit at the same

_time. on the same day. We didn't know it-would be calied a strike, All
we knew was that every factory had “Help Wanted” signs up and if
we guit and went together to some other factory. we'd be working the
next dav, .

On the day we walked out, they locked the gates on us. {That was
the first we knew that the huge fence around the shop wasn't se much
to keep saboteurs out, as to keep us in) By that time, other workers
inside’ the factory were coming oue with us. We didn’t even know what
they were coming out for. I thought mavbe they just had a problem
like we did. 1t wasn'e until the company sent for me as the “strike
leacler™ that 1 realized what we had actwally done.

We learned x Jot in that strike, including what to expect from the
union leaders. It was a Negro committeenan who, after the company
had agreed 1o transfer tie black women to the sewing room, talked them
into going 10 Mack plant wiere they would make 15¢ an hour more—
but be separated fromt the rest of us, They didn't know until the fifth
day they were there that Mack didn't cven have a sewing room and
that they were going to work on a press.,
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The TULC aad the “Guntiomen's Agreomeﬁt"

OXE STAGE IN THE BLACK WORKERS REVOLY, in fact, arose heeause workers
began to realise that we woultt have 1o fight the union bureascracy as
much as we had fouzhi management up 1o then, This unrest was what
led A, Philip Randolph to organize the Trade Union Leadership Council
(TULGC) ten years ago. What workers didn't know was that there was
some sort of “Centlemen’s Agreemem” between Reuther and Randolplh.

UAW members 21E aver the ronnu v were ateacking the burenucis
=much as the black caucuses are daing 1oday, except that there was no
exclusion of whites sucli as vou find in some of the current black cau:
cuses. Randolph came 10 Detroit to hold his little convention and ran
it just like the VAW conventions, “from the top,” cvéding all the
questions the rank and file wanted 10 disenss.

Alter the convention, we kept pressing Randolph about the question
of discrimination in the shop and he told s plainly that this was not
going to be an organization to take up grievances of black workers on
the shop level. All TULE was going o do, he said, wis 1o raise the
question of discrimination but writing grievances would have to be done
through regular channels. A lot of the workers said, “Hell, this is what
we've been doing alt the thine and nothing has ever huppened.” But,
because they made a big splash in the papers, many black rank and

. filets came aronnd, in the beginning,

The leaders ahways emphasized that it was not a.“black organiza-
tion.” Yet that is just what the black workers wanted to make it—not
by excluding whites but by biacks controlling it, for themscives, not.
for the UAW. As TULC developed, it played around more with com-
munity problems than shop problems and when it did raise shop ques-
tions, it was more concerned with the building trades ‘or things outside
of the AW than inside it. Reuther has always been a master of substi-
tution--and he managed to teach Randolph the same trick, L

Adfter two years there was a wremendous drop in membership, and
today, no matter how urgently a meeting is called, you seldom see o
rank and filer around, Recently they called a meeting, and sent letters
to every older black “activist” they could think of. They said they called
it to discuss how: they could protect themselves from the “vicious racist
extremists”~like the Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement (DRUM).
But there were more young black workers outside picketing the meeting
than older blacks inside attending it.

The whole situation was summed up pretty well when 26 young
black workers were fired after a wildeat strike ac the Eldon Axel plant
and went down to picket Solidarity House, carly this year, The UAW
sent a black official, Sheldon Tappes, 10 meet with them. Tappes had to
admit that if TULC had done what it was organized for, there wouldn't
have been any such development as DRUM. And one of the young
black pickets answered “"And if Reuther and the other bureaucrats had
«done what the union was organired for, there wouldn't have been any
need for TULC."
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A Now Stage Today

AN ENTIRELY NEW STAGE WAS nomx with the appearance of groups like
DRUM within the autn shops. The Dodge Revolutionary Union Move-
ment was organized after Chrysler fired seven of the black workers who
had struck the Dodge Main plant last year to protest a speed up on the
line, while the UAW Convention was being held in Atlantic City. In
July, when DRUM called for a strike to support a Jist of demands against
racism, both by Chrysler and the UAW, the call brought thousands of
workers out of the plant and shut down production for two days.

In February of last year, several months before the Dodge sirike
in Detroit, 500 workers at the Mahwah, New Jersey, Ford plant had
shut down preduction for three days after a racist foreman called a2
productioin wutker 2 “black bastard.” Out of that spontaneous wildcat,
the United Black Brothers of Mahwah Ford was organized. This caucus
has just l2d another wildcat strike over continued racism at that plant.

What is pew about these caucuses is that they represent z much
more busic opposition than any Reuther has ever before faced. The
UAW had, until the appearance of these new caucuses, prety much
eliminated any organized opporition—by any means, ethical or unethical.
The bureaucracy has not really had to give 2 damn about rank and
file pmblcms in the shop for years. Mow they are facing some real
opposition, from below,

In the carly siages of the black caucus at Doage, DRUM raised
a proposal that amounted to “dual unionism,” They proposed in their
paper that all black workers stop paymg dues to the UAW and pay
them instead to DRUM, to be used in the black communities, Many
black workers I spoke with, who were very sympathetic to DRUM's acti-
vitics in the plant, were opposed to this idea completely. They were all
for a blick caucus rhat would fight racism and inhuman working condi-
tions in’ the plams They werc all for militant black workers taking
over leadership in the unions for the purpose of making a complete
changé at the point of production. But they became skepncal of the
objectives behind a proposal like this,
~ Black workers at Sparvow's Point, a BeLh.lehem Stce] mill in Balti-
more, on the other hand, formed a group outside the union. called the
Committee for Equality, rather than forming a canens within the union,
They had a specific situation there, in which they could apply pressure
on the government to end its multimillion dollar oontracts with the
company unless the company stopped discriminating. These workers
created a “dual union” of a sort but it was tactical in their case. They
felt they had to find some way to shake everything up—the racist com-
pany, as well as their racist union. And it worked.

The opposition of the black workers is part of the opposition of
black people as a whole to white racist America, a movement that has
been gaining in momentum ever since 1961,

In 1964, a mass picket line of about 500 got world headlines by
surrounding the GM building in Detroit with signs saying “Racism
Hurts Al] Labor,” “Automation Layoffs—Lily White Departments—Slow
Upgrading~What is my job future?” The demonstration had been
called by the NAACP and was distinguished from traditional laber
picket lines hy the presence of student youth and the singing of Freedom
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songs. GM agreed to negotiate and even without the threat of a demon.
stration, Chrysler and Ford did the same. What happened after the
talks is another question,

In 1565, SNCC helped to organize a Mississippi Freedom Union and
later a2 Tennessee Freedom Union. They had found, while trying to
work on voter registration, that what black people in the South wanted
most was (o do semething about their $3 a day wages and miserable
working conditions. From organized labor all they ot was ovasiveness.

Later that same year, the grape workers in California began their
“strike for a farm workers organization with the help of CORE and
other civil rights groups. By March of the next year, 1536, the Fresdom
Union idea moved North to the cities when CORE organized a pilot
project in Baltimore—and the Maryland Freedom Union was horn. The
greatest victory there was the manner in which the unorganized hlack
workers of Baltimore took matters into their own hands when nursing
home workers walked out first and then called to tell the “organizers.”

That same year, organized biack workers were also taking matters
into their own hunds, ‘When the UAW convention delegater met in
Long Beach, California in the summer of 1966, they found black workers
from Local 887 of the North American Aviation plant picketing the
convention to protest discrimination by their local union against Negroes,
women and Mexican Americans, They said, simply: “We've written
lots of letters 10 Reuther. We even sent them return receipt requested.
We have a pockeiful of receipts. But no answers.”

By September, these same NAA workers held the first “civil rights
strike” of its kind to prowst the discriminatory practices of the com-
pany. They wrote me that “One Negro worker who had been trying
to be a drill press operator for two-years was finally accepted the day.
after the strike. Another worker who had been told a few months earlier
that he had failed (by cne poiat) the test for machine operator's ap-
prentice wes told he had been accepted. Anotlier was promoted to as-
sistant foreman, whiitever that means. And the company even announced
that a Negro top brass was promoted to a $30.000 a year job. Long live
tokenisinf" )

Shep Paopers Aﬁmr as Divensliy Grows .

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DEVELOBMENTs out of that NAA situation
was the appearance of a mimeographed shop paper, edited by these
black workers themselves, which they called T'he Protester.

. In Derroir, 2 group of auto workers at the Highland Park Chrysler
Plant had come out that same year with a mimeographed shop paper
called The Stinger. Anothor Stinger has just appeared this year at the
Mack Avenue Chiysler plant.

The richness and diversity of the black workers’ groups is constantly
growing, Moreover, there are significant differences between the various
black workers' groups that are springing up everywhere, The Mack
Avenue “Stinger,” for example, though it is edited by black workers,
makes a distinction between the "whitey” who is a rank and file worker,
and the “whitey” who is cither a company representative or a union
bureaucrat. The biack editor puts it this way: “It's true that we are
fighting discrimination against black workers in the shop as one of the
most important questions of our lives. But that isn’t the only questi~p,
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The reason many of the white workers in our shop also read—and even
support—The Stinger, is that we ure raising the question of the inftuman
conditions of all workers in production. Automation speed-up and the
inhumanity of the company sl union bureaucrats is against workers as
a whole. That is what The Stinger is fighting, and why white workers
have told us they are glad we are distributing v

There is nothing more siupid than to think that all black workers
think alike, or that there is only one face to the whole new phenomenon
of the black caucuses. This was one of the most important points dis-
cussed at a conference spensorcd by News & Letters in Detroit in January
of Lhis year, where black youth, workers, women and intellectuals had
a chinee {or the first tine to discuss with each other.’

One black auto worker at the Detroit Conference felt that 100
much of 1he activity of sofue black caucuses is pointed to geuing on
supervision rather than elevating ]'1bor on the line. The company doesn't
cate whether it's o white man or & black man as long as mcy get the
production out. The company is gerting very expert at wsing black
supervisors tu fight black "workers.”

Some ycunger anto workers felt thai “trying o get a coalition with
white workers is impossible because they are hung up in their racisc
bag.” But a steel worker from the East described the black workers'
organization in his mill which was so effective -in ending some of the
racist practices there that it was recognized by white workers who had
their own problems with the union, When the black workers invited
a group of white workers 1o come witls them on onz of their marches,
the sume white workers who hadn't wanted to associate with “those
raving black militants out to destroy everything” suddenly decided may-
be ir wasn't .r.uch a bad idea, after all, and couldn’t wait for the next
march.,

"The United Black Brothers at Mahwzh have also made it a point
to appca‘ to all the workers in the. shup A leaflet issued in their wildcat
two months age put it this way:

Why We Ask Your Supporti--Because the same thing can happen to you.
The company has beea laying off men by the dozens, but the lines have -
not siowed up a bit. You have been given more work, and if you can't
do i, you lose your job or get time off, The supervisors are harrauing
the men and calling them all kinds of names such as ‘Dirty Guinea
Basurd’, ‘Black_SOB’, and ‘Stinking Spick’, to name a few . . ."We, the
United Black Broihers, demand an end to this now and those guilty
of these charges be removed . . . We ask all of vou to stay out and
support us in this fightt

Whkot Is New I Revolution )

THE GREATEST DIFFERENCE DETWEEN THYE NEW CAUCUSES EMERGING today
and those that appeared before is that most of us who were in black
opposition groups up to now thought that the most important thing
to do was to throw aut the leadership, or change the union structure,
or something of that nature. The young people toduy aren't thinking
that way, They are thinking in terms of a complete change—~of revolu-
tion,

They are just filled up to their necks with racism, And with the
war. One prufessor fom Cornell, during the recent revolt there, reported
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talking to one of the black students about their use of guns, He had
sympathized with their demands but he had been trying to point out
te them how powerful this country is and to warn them that they were
facing tremendous oppression if they continued using such tactics. The
black student had just laughed in his face: “You're talking about op-
pression coming upon mei I've been oppressed all my life. It's you and
the people who call themsclves liberals who are going to fecl the op-
pression that's coming.” It shocked the professor, because he knew the
black student was right,

Young blacks today aren't joking about the complete change they
are out to get. When the gronp at Dodge named themselves the
Revolutionary Union Movement, it was. very significant, Years ago if
workers called themselves “revolutionaries,” other workers would have
shied away from them. Today the very word can attract workers.

1t is two carly ta draw any swesping conclusions about what will
happen nest with miany black groups that exist independently and
spontancously in shops throughout the country. No national caucus is
on the horizon yet and to give the impression that one already exists,
nuch less to imply that DRUM is it—as the Guardian did in its March 8
pecial supplement on the black workers® revolt—is futile self deception.

In the recent shop elections, DRUM lost badly at Dodge Local 3,
dcspne the fact that the mcmhcrshlp there is overwhelmingly black. It
is trus that the union bureaxucracy is not telling the whole truth when
they claim that they won everywhere. At the Eldon Axel plant, for
example, where 65% of the workers are black, ELDRUM ran candidates

for unly a few positions and, although they lost, black workers are in~

complete control of the local for the first time. Doug Fraser, Executive
Board Memberat-Large. for. the Chrysler Division, claims that these
workers are the "moderates” he was supporting. But ELDRUM sup-
ported them, 100, And, most important of all, workers know that black
workers Liave never controlled that local before. .

The most honest 'way to judge the response’ of black workers is to
compare the manrier in which thousands responded to DRUM:'s call for
a wildcat last year and the way they reacted at a mass meeting called ©
after the 26 workers were fired at the Eldon Axel plant. The meeting
was held in a Jarge church and aboul five or six hundred workers crowd-
ed inside. The imajority were younger workers but there were many

older workers, loo. The frst thing that struck me was that these in”

control of the mectinfg weve not workers in the plant or in any plant.
“The speakers went ont at great length attacking white racism—with
the most valgar name-calling possible. They spent a lot of time clowning
and trying to be comedians, Once in a great while they touched on the
vital issue of shop problems. Finally, the principal speaker was called.
As soon as he got up, he mised his little red book above his head and
said, “My Comrades of the Black Revolutionary Movement, how many
- of you have this book#?” He had to ask several times belore four or five
raised their books in reply. The speaker told the audience that this
was what the movement was all about and gave the address where
everyone should go after the meeting to get his copy of “Comrade Mao's
Thoughts.” When he went en 1o call Mao “our closest ally” many of
the workers in the audience began squirming and I felt that this sort
ol meeting was what labor bureaucrats need to destroy the movement.
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It is clear that the labor burexucracy will try either to crush it or
to kill it by “joining” it. It has done that with every spontaneous move-
ment thit ever arose, including the unemployed movement of 1959, Many
workers are already sure that Renther's activity with the black hospital
workers in Charleston, 8.C., was forced on him by what has heen happen-
ing in his own -union, DRUM has not only attacked Reuther and
called him a “racist pig"—but has 1oid why they call him that. He has
to try to remove that stigma from his “image.”

He has not fooled black workers. Of course, they are only too
happy to ses him give $10,006 i the hiespiial strikers. Bne when they
see him marching on a picket line in Charleston or Sclma or anywhere
else, they know that he hasn’t been on a picket line with his own UAW
workers for so many years he's forgotten what it's like. Reuther is
always glad to integrate anything—outside of his awn UAW., ]

_Fle one thing the young black workers may not fully realize is
that every time a black independent movement has appeared, the “poli-
ticos” who have rushed in to take it over, have helped reactionaries jike
Reuther to kill it before it cun get off the ground. It was true jn the
first black organization within the union that 1 was involved with, as
. early as the 40s, There were about 200 of us, and we “stormed"” Lansing
and every black worker I knew was enthusiastic about where we wers
going. But the Communists and the Trotskysists moved in and began
a naked fight over control of our organization. It is not so much chat
the socalled “radicals” come ‘rushing in bnt every time they come
rushing in they want to take control and direct it. The same thing is
happening today. The only thing the Maoists do differently is to send
blacks insiead of whites to take conrol. : t

The question at this point is: Will the momentum of the movement
be great ¢nough to see the black caucuses become a mational force
separaicd irom the labor buresaeracy and strong enough to keep control
in thy hands of the rank and file? Or will the bureaucrats and the
Maoists succeed in nipping it in the buds : :

Everyone in the shop is Jaughing ac the Alliance for Labér Action,
which they consider just some more of Reuther's power politics against
Meany, They know that Reuther is hoping the black workers in the
South will save his neck. Reuther forgets that they have brothers in
the North who insist he has o prove his Labor Action at home, in his
own union. The black workers have made it clear that they want to
stick to shop problems, not get diverted to Reuther's latest schemes for
“community organization.” That is the message of the wildcats and the
shop papers that have appeared in such diverse forms,

CuArLes Dexpy has worked in auto plants for 25 years and is the Editor of
News 8 Leters.
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