REPORT BY RAYA AND DISCUSSION BY REB . Jan, 6, 1965

ON THE NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROJECTED TRIP TO JAPAN

RAYA® The projected 'trip to Japan cannot, of course, be considered
either cpart from the new book, or the smooth functioning of the REB,

and the publication of News & Letters during my absence, Creative responses
to the objective situation bteing of the essence, it is &s well that we
discuss this under four general headings: 1) Whst is theory? Or, more
precisely put, what {s theory not only as we see it, but as roots that
sprout smong other tendencies who do not aslways lookat the masses as the
source of theory. 2) Where are the market places of ideas? 3) How do we
execute convention declsions, that is to say, carry out not only these de-
cisions that were put in the form of motions, but carry out the spirit in
situstions that we could not possibly have foreseen? This, of course,
brings us to point 4) How do we elaborate our responses to the actually
developing objective situation?

These four points must be discussed within s certain context: the
importance of the trip in che actual execution, i,e, writing of the book,
since we go there as much to learn from the Japanese Marxist-Bumanists, as
to expound Marxist-Humanism there. And the money needed to make this poss-

" ible,

The method of looking for roots of thepry elsewhere happens to
be especially well illustrated in the case of Japan since our discussion
_ began before we ever heard that there were co-thinkers in Japan,.' You'll
recall that in January or February of 1962, when I was on ‘tour in Milwaukee,
Barb and Morgan gave me s copy of New Ppalitics which had a special report
on Japan, introduced by Lewls Feuer, who, I'need not tell anyone here, is
an enemy of ocurs, Nevertheless, just because it was an on-the-spot report,
and the New Left .in Japan was speaking for itself, I found it so exciting
that I wrote » special Political Letter on it on March 5y 1962, 80 that
is the first document’ that must be reread nav. -

We had been trying to get some contacts in Jopan ever sincé 1958
when Marxism and Freedom was first published, but we couldn't, We would
follow the. press and try to establish contact if we ‘learned of the slightest
affinity for our tdeas, In January .1962, we had issued a special supple-
metn of News & Letters on Chins snd the Sino-Soviet Conflict, both because
Africa Yesr, 1960, made the whole question of Chins the prime lmportance
es a possiblepolavizing force, and becsuse Mgo's development was further
proof of the validity of the theory of state-capitalisms With this back~-
ground, we jumped at the chance to try all over again to contact this new
left, though we were well aware of their wegkneases, Our letters to Koymams
and Shimizu went unanswered, or may never have been recelved, since Feuer
refused to give us thelr home addresses, On the other hand, there were
co-thinkers in Japan, and, although we did not know about them, they tried
to contact ua, first through the bourgeois publisher, and finsglly directly
to News & Letters.; only by then 1 wos already in Africe. Once we finally
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made the contact, we got right down to the job of translaking Marxism end
Freedom into Japanese, and, as we all know by now, the friends there have
just published the most aftistic edition of all, and have already sold soms
700 copies,

What 1s necessary ot this point {5 to reread all of the letters
from Japan, especially the one dated Sept, 5, 1964, describing concisely
" the forces of the lefr there, and my letters to them. #nd, of cdourse, the
Intreduction I wrote for their new editlen, Think of ft: Just by study-
Ing the objective situatlon in Japan since the 1960 demonstrations, by
paying close attentjon to the spring labor offensive In 1961, ond the in-
tellectual stirrings of the varlous tendencies in Zengakuren, without at
that time knowing a'soul there, we had written: " It is sufficient to flia
the imagination and to believe that 1t will finally ba possible to re-esta -
-blish “fnternational relations in an organized way." It should hardly Le
necessary to expand on how much more important sll this has become now that
there are in Japan Marxist-Humanists, and Marxism and Freedom 1s availaul=
as a challenge to all others as well to restate Marxism for our age in a
* truly comprehensive way and on a world scale, BUT THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE
FOR AN IN-PERSON OPEN CONFRONTATION OF VIEW; BOTH FOR OUR DEVELOPMENT AND

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE JAPANESE MARNIST-HUMANISTS,

. ' The point I have been stressing, however, was to Show that we
came to atrtribute this importance to Japsn not "subjectively”, but because
the objective situation in Japan, in Africa, in'China; in Russia, in Europn
and in the United States, all led to this., It was only sfter we had been
digging and digging that we finally also established actual relations, and
knew that, whether the Negro Revolution here was the tople, or the ship-
yard strike in Scotland; whether we were discussing Trotskylam or Hegel's
Absolute Idea, no book could truly be completed now withput knowing also
the Orient, for which Japan s the key, )

] . Both in the chapter on "The Challenge of Mao Tse-tung” and

- throughout our convention theses, special philosophical letters as well
as every outline and reference to the new book, referred to as Philosophy
end Revolution now, but we used to refer to it as "dorld Ideologles and
the. Underdeveloped Countries®, the emphasis was on a Marxist-Humsnist in.
terpretation of the last chapter of Hegel's Science of Logic as having a
great illuminacfon for the freedom struggles of today. Before the African
trip we pinpointed the specific paragraph on "second subjectivity"s "The
transcendence of the opposition between the Notion and Reality and that
unity which is the truth, rest upon this .subjectivity alone." There was,
however, one negative point in meeting African freedom fighters, end thst
is that, btefore they got freedom, the emphasis on soclalism stood out,
whereas after they had power, the pull of state-capitalist industrializa-
tion, East snd West was altogether too great.

It became obvious that if we are to study the world sitbstion as
it is today, it was of the highest importence that ws consider mot only

the ex-colonies, but the highly industyialized "Hest", except one of the
highest points wxs in the Orient, specifically Japan, where the wass

movement, irs political and philesophical development was ilkewise, by
no_accident, highest, clesestto us. :
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We began developing the whole last part, which includes that
last chapter on the Absolute Xdea, but 1s the whole Doctrine of the Notion,
or what we call the objective and subjective means whereby the new soclety
emerges. In a word, 1t was impessible to write the book unless we discuss-
ed in full with our Japsnese co-thinkers not only the objective situation,
not only the political need to theoretically expose Trotskyism, but salsoc
these philosophical questicns.

) The youth, in particular, was pivotal, both in Africs and in Japan,
as well as In the YSA. The fact thet it has moved recently from Negro youthn
in South USA to white youth on the UC campus at Berkeley leads to the next
point about the marketplace of ideas, When, at the convention, we set as
8 chief goal to establish both & local snd sub-center in New York, it was
made imperative by the new edition of Marxism aud Freedom, and subjectively
and objectively by the developments on the eivil rights front as evidenced
by the demonstrations in Harlem and Brooklyn, Also, we saw that under the
whip of the counter-revolution coming from the Goldwaterites, it was impera-
tive to move faster into the ac:ual class struggles. Houwever, that is only
in general. . : . . '

. In the concrete, at this moment, what came up as the most Exp105119
- development and the first among college youth on that wide front, was the
Free Speech Myvement at Berkeley. We were never "dogmatists® in the sense
of being blind to what was developing Instead of what we might have said
would be. Now, heére wes a test for us, and if it weren't for Bess's urgingn
we might have missed it, Naturally I do not mean that. we would not cover
it; we already have and of course Eugene is a member of it: I mean we -
‘would have left the whole responsibility on the shoulders of our few youth,
without the whole organization making & new category out of it. Now, on the
" other hand I'm writing the TWo Worlds on it, and in general ~- we will dis-
cuss it further vhen Japan .is not the main topic of discussion -- it will °
become a new focal point becsuse that has, 4n fact, become the hubbub of
intellectual debate, of thought development, 7ot alone in asking .for the
right to speak, but for speaking on any and sll theoretical and practical
problems that are called for, not by the university schedule, but by the
world situwation,
Now these types of tests wili always be presented to us, and the
“polnt is the alertness with which the REB would respond to them when I am
awvay. It is of the essence that we know exactly what is ivolived before any
vote on the trip to Japen is taken. Denby, for example, told me before ve
began, that nobody was spesiing sbout FSM in his shop, but that is the type
of discussion we, he, should be introducing -= so that the student movement
does not get separsted from the civil rights movament which really brought it
into beingj and by telling the workers such facts he can, in turn, make
concrete the needed collaboration of labor. The lettera ¥ wrote to Eugene
on that must become part of the discussion on this whole topic not alone as
it specifically developed, but as methodology for the developments-to-be
that cannot now be foreseen. And, again, don't forget that Bess, who has
been a fountain of ideas, will likewise be with me, away from here,

Now then, how did we set about cerrying on the decisions of the
convention in regards te the market place of ideas as we saw it at the con-
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vention and decided upon New York sub-center? (Don't forget, also, that wvhile
Jepan hovered, sp to spesak, sround the convention as a possibility, we couldn't
disctss it 4n full since we had not yet heard from our friends there on the sub-
ject, and the Jopanese edition as well as the invitation to lecture’in that” country,
came.after the convention.) Saul made trips and tried opening new’doors to- in-
telledtuals, and we leid some basis. Then I went and did succeed in getting
M&F reviewed by one of them. it is the most superficial review, if you can call
it a "review" st a#ll, but 1t did appear in the main journal that all intellec-
tuals read and the silence on Marxism and Freedom has been broken. When to
this you add the fact that Saul’s review here and the possibility he-opened for
an article by me on Mao's expiosion of the bomb, plus a few other things, there
is no doubt that & conventlon decision has begun to be executed. Dick:is there,
and from the youth he has introduced me to, # new person who is our best hope
there for further development has come very close. But the truth is that until
Johnny and Inez move there, we will realiy not be able to get moving in an
organlzed way. :And so, while nothing is changed from the convention, the timing
of .any -actual sub-center, if we are seriously contemplating the trip to Japan,
has to be changed, for 1 cannot.be both places at the same time, The work there
in a11 ocher respects would continue, '

But we must recognize that the sctually developing situstion,on a wvorld
acale, and in Berkeley as a new ceater for development of serious new theory on
the academic front, means that the execution of convention decisions must alwayb
be undertakep not mechanically, but in spirit which may very well call for other
points of concentration. And an important key remains the leadership itself, its
deveiopment. For example,- Andy s greater responsibilities in being managing
editor once I am not here to be consulted on problems, There ia no doszt .that
everyong will know how to accept and carry out creatively additional responsibi-

. lities, but the point 1is that we must have all these in mind before any vote is
taken on the trip. _ .

Finally, theve is the money. Every one knows that-we are not exactly
well off now. Most of the pledges to News & Letters have been met, but we have
nowhere nearly met the amount to be collected from the outside, for which we
have until March, Nevertheless, it is important that we do not interfeére with
this and must make completely voluntary the pledges to the $2000 needed for the
Japanese trip -- mainly for fare, since we do hope that the Japanese friends
will be able to put us up so that we do not have many hotei bills. Now Bess -~
really, it is Louis's money which he left for the book -~ sent me $500,s0 that
is a good start ~-- and after the diseuesion here, we will see what else cnn be
done,




-

DISCUSSTION

JOhN: I'11 begin by pledging $300 for the trip, but the thing that I ’
think we all should be thinking about 1s the significance of the various
topics that the chalrman ralsed. 1f we begin, for example, with the
student movement, we realize how concrete the abstract pharse about the
“future belenging to the youth™ has become, Here is where organization
ties in with philosophy, Before the FSM took place, we had other indica-
tlons that it wes a warket place for ideas, We 811 remember the crowds thtac
Raya drew when she spoke there from 1958 on. Then there were the 1960 dem-
onstrations against the HUAC, end finslly the plckets against Golduater.
The. FSM.is a qualikatlve change, And we have snother example of student
awereness in the meeting for Reya at Oberlin and the coming debate there.

. The way the Japanese have already sold over 700 copies of M&F

is truly an exsmple of the movement of ideas, We owe it to them to rein-
force them organizationally end theoretically, or we wouldn't be carrying
out our international responsibllities, . : .

The trtp has many implications for um here in the Unjted States.

First, the way we function here, and second the sub-center in New York.
_I_agvee that until Johnny dnd Inez srrive the work will have to be limlited
‘but after they arrive , the work here in Detroit will also suffer and
throw new responsibilities on us. We can't just sit and survive -~ it i5
matter of growing while thz chalrman is away. Thot 1s the responsibllity
of the REB as I see it. That is the sort of thing we have ta think about
when we make ur decision sbout the trip. ' SO

_SAUL:. I'm not sure sure I, get the counter-position if one is being made
here, Thexe is no conflict between the New York sub~-genter ‘and the trip
. to Japan except the question of timing, sinck we knew at the Convention
that the trip to Japan would tie made. We have agreed that without the
' continuity that Johnny ahid Izez will bring, &8 sub-center can't be estab-
1ished -~ but a market-place-of-ideas 1s not something that we thought we
vould establish, it 1s something that exists in New York whether we are
there or not, simply because a monopoly of a sort has been ‘established in
N.Y¥e by the intellectuals and it was in that sense that we referred to it
as the "market place of ideas." A yeer of ‘work went into New York before
Raya found the pexson to review her book., Of course, we cannot simultan-
aously make N.¥. élsub-center. and give the Japanese trip all its ‘due
significance, but T believe that the formmlations made lt appear &g $f there
have been changes in our plans, while actually only the time-table has been
altered, We are emecuting conventlion decislons, . T
Raya sust go to Japan for all the yeasons mentioned, end some we
will not see until the trip 1s actually made. The REB will function as
best it knows .how, Nobody can guarantee ahead of time that it will, ve
must just asgsume that it will have to. The future will meake it concrete.
__The .continuity of the REB work begun in New York must continue, T want
to pledge $200 for the trip. o C
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INEZ: I was very happy to hear that Bess is going with you to Japan. That

was the first question, in fact, that I had wantad to raise. I am always amazed
at how many different Interpretatlons are made from the same presentation. 1
didn't see anything in the presentation that changed our perspectives for New
York, or any competition between the New York sub-center and the trip to Japan.
So far as 1 am concerned, New York is still virgin territory; there has been
only one person functioning there so far, ’

I keep Temembering one CORE meeting I attended when one of the Negro
women kept seying we have to keep » total picture of what we're up against, that
we can't just work house-to-house without remembering that the whole city is a
slum, It always smozes me how we coan heve so total & philosophy, and yet aluays
must be on guard agsinst having s 50 narrow a vision that we could have missed
Berkeley.

Neu York'is virgin terrirory not only as a market place of ideas,_by
the way, as I see it, but-as a place to do work in other organizations. When we
sought out New York we were right, snd it does not detract one bit from the
Japanese trip, vhich is essential. I wish I could make a pledge, but the move
to Mew York will take so much money we had to ask for an extenslion on our regular
pledge. .

OLGA:  One thing I have learned is that when a new quescion comes up you caf

g0 back to the old bulletins and you're sure to £ind something you see in an en-
:{rely new way now. When I gave the educational here on the Theory and Practice
bulletin, I thought that while Parts I and IT were very difficult and it would
take some time before any of us understood them fully, Pert IIL was pretty easy:
and certainly 1 understood very well what the organizational conclusions sbout
:P{ndividusl responsibility" meant, Now I think that is tha part we understand
the least; yet chet "individual responsibility for the organization” 1s the only
wey we will be able to spell out how to function during the chairmen’s absence.
1t isa't a matter of worry about what othews do or don't do -~ or getting mad-be-
cause someone doesn't do his job, and just doing it for him. (That's the easiest
thing in the world for me to do.) It also ifsn't a question of individuasl respon-
sibility being separated from the organization, because what each of us does very
much affects everyone else snd the org'n 25 e whole., It is to. see that it isn't
how what others do {or don®™t} " affects me, but that what I do (or don't)
affects them, Otherwise, individual responsibility will mean each of us going
our separate ways.

The way in which Raya wrote the letter to Bess on Jan. 1 was a lesson in
method, so far as I am concerned. It wasn't only that it only took Raya" five
minutes to catch her "mistske" on the question of the Berkeley article, It was the
way she brought out all it meant, and presented it to Bess, ahd’ instead of saying
"oh, well, I caught myself right away", showed what it meant for gach of us to
ask ourselves. Being prepared to function smoothly while the chalrman is away
dossn't mean that routines won't be followed, Peing prepared to react creatively
to new events, and at the samé time not let go of any of our regular-activities --
that is what is Invelved, I think we must consider Detroit seriously in this
discussion also, because with Johnny and Inez leaving for New York alwost at
the same time that the chairman is going to Japan, we will certainly face many new
problems here,’ During the holidays in Detroit, I feei we were just marking time
until we could start the new experiment of going out three weeks out of four.

That new experiment, we should not forget, rests on Marxism and Freedom, too. We

have never yet made that new edition the key, and yet everytime we went oot as a

local or as individuals we have sold some. And everything ls tikewlse, therefore,
relnted to the Japanese trip, too, I want to pledge $100,
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ANDY:  There are two things I see as important, Ope is the question of
‘individual responsibility ead functioning while the chairman is away, and
the other is awareness of historic changes that happen the world over,

For exeample, we knew about the trip to Japan., We've talked about it often,
We know its significance. We've talked just as often sbout the meaning

of being managing editor. Yet both these things sppear to me tonight in
an entirely new light. We have a clearer understanding because when the
chairman gave the full report we could see it all in & new comprehensive
context., 1t Jisn’t a question of worrying about issuing News & Letters
every month, snd "routine functioning®, We hsve done ali those things
when the chairman has been away befiore, and we can certainly do it agsin,
The whole point is that we should ot do it routinely. These things seom
obvious now, but & discussion is always a new creative experience -~ and
one is always affected by what the others say -- and therefore, something
new elways suddenly becomes "obvious."

Take the question of individual responsibill: not just in vele.
tlon to the REE, but to Detroit. We are starting a new series of monthi-
educationals -~ yet when Julius czlled me yesterday and said he would brirg
three people, and gave me their names so we could send them a notice, I
suddenly realized i hadn't invited three people myself, But I will, The
point I am trying to emphasize is the question of attitude, I agrea with
everyone who said there is no change In any convention decisions. On the
contrary, this appears to o~ as a creative expansion of them, I want te

~ pledge 5200 toward the trip -- if you will accept it in $50 monthly instaf
ments. .

. JOHNNY:  The other night I saw & NBC special on the Vietcong. ' The statioq'
.got the films through Japan, It made me think how important Japan is,. not
only for itself, but because it's the doorway to the whole Far East., There
is so much- ferment in'this area <= ' Indonesia, Malaysia, China. We have
never been thare before, but with this trip we have a tremendous opportunity
to reach the other half of the world, . The point is what do we do about it
while the chairman is away, and after she returns, I don't.think we utilized
the African trip sa we might have, for example. It isn't enough to
have a public wmeeting on Japan so the chairman can present a talk about it.
To have a Marxist-Humanist, one who is chajrman, in Japan demands a greac
deal more than that, ond means preparing for it now.

I think it's good that we feel nervous about the chairman‘s ab=
sence because It means we're aware of the responsibilities, We reslly don't
knou what we will do until we're thrust inte it, What weould kill us would
be to huddle in a corner and wait until she got back. We must move out and
selze opportunities. I must admit that Berkeley surprised me, I didn't see
the real significsnce., But the people who dida't miss it were Bess and
Eugene, who were' right there on the scene «= 5o I don't honestly thlnk that
et miaaed it really.

There has been a sort of doldrums in the eivil rights movement,
and we should be able to get some of these youth who want someihing.more.

1 feel better becsuse I am physlcally getting ready to gst to New Ysrke
Sitting here in Detroit, I can't see any reason why we couldn’t get 350
people, just like that, when we get there, Of course, when we get to N.Y,
it will no doubt lock a little bit different to us. The important thing
is to conslder everything as new, to begin averything ss if we wers new,

a new beginning. This i{s particularly true of the trip to Japan. It ian't
only o matter of using M4F, important as that is, but that the author of
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M&F is now going to Japan, And when she goes, we all go along with her, in
an important senge. With this trip we will truly have a world orientation,.

DENBY: I have always felt the trip was very important, There are only two.
questions that really bother'me: 1~ How do we apply our theory in all the different
situations? and 2~ How can we raise the money to finance the trip?

. 1 feel strongly that the REB can function while the chairman 1s away.
We have done it before, and we can do it better this time, if we really want
to. Also 1 feel thet something is sbout to break in the objective sitvation,
It is fantastic to hear Roy Wilkins saying Negroes will not demonstreste in
*65, but if nothing is done for them, they may demonstrate again in '66, The
workers are saying thet all he mesns is he will do what he can to hold them
back ~~ but whether he can do it or not is another question,

From the very beglnning I felt the trip was extremely significant.

But I think that the society wer live In smothers us with so many problems thst
it makes us think in terms that "if we had more people* the situation would seem
brighter, and we could do moye. We can't let that kind of thinking hold us back
from doing what we have to do, - .
LOUISE: I don't feel the perspeccive of New York has changed, but the emphasis
of what the phrase "market place of idess" means has changed. I iooked at it
technically before, I think. But when Raya spoke. of Berkely and Hew workers can
talk of it in factories, it meant to me that wherever we are ve must create a
market-place-of ideas by interpreting differently than anyone else what is going
on, : . ’ o .

JOHN: I would like to say one more word, because one subject hasn't been dealt
with tonight -- and that is the book itself. We have said for some time that
-the chairman should be given time off to write the book, but I'm not talking
about that part af the probiem, Fundamentally, the.resson it hasn't been started
yet is because some of the background 1is st!l]l needed for it. The Japanese

trip is what will make It a worldewide book, It isn't only Italy, Africa, but
Japan and the Far-East that she needs, ‘The difference will be qualitative when
she turns-~ and w2 must reslize thet when she comes back che is not returning
toc plunge into organizational work here. She 1s returning to write the book.

- - L

The following motions were made and passed unanimoualy:
. 1. That we approve the trip to Japan for all the reasons mentioned, and
especially to establish concrete relations with Japanese Marxist~-Humanists,

- 2« That the financing of the trip be done on purely voluntary basis, and
that besides the $1300 pledged already, the friends be asked to raise the additjon-
al $700 still needed, e -

3. That the discussion be mimeographed and sent to the locals to discuss.

4. That all locals arrange for a discussion within one month, which will
include, besides this bulletin, the Political Letter of March 5, 1962, the lettera
to and from Japan during the writing of the Preface, and the recent letteys £o and
from Japan, the new Preface.

5. That all friends let Roya know immediately how much they can pledge,
although actual monles need not be here until April 1; that all locals and friends
£um up thelr discussions so that Raya has sveryone's viewepoint before she leaves,
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