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Foreword

The articles in this collection were written in the period 1967-1980 --
from the Six Day War through the Camp David Summit to the annexation of
East Jerusalem, :

Too many people are todey eager to forget what the birth of Israel had
originally signified, as the birth of a new nation won by fighting British
imperialism, and the only place in the hiddle East which had neither oil nor
any Nazl associations during World War IT. The fact that Israel now has the.
reactionary leadership 1t does, which s doing its best to reverse the clock
and deprive the Palestinianc of their right to self-determination, cannot
. erase the dialectics of liberation then. What is needed is the tracing of
the dialectic of =2ach event, as it baopened, within the context of the global
situation. What 1z inherent in the Middle Esst crisis, whether you begin
now or in 1949, is the post-World War II struggle of the world powers for
. global domination, on the one hand, and the struggle for the minds of humanity,
on the other, - ‘ o o . )

flollecring these articles in 1980, we begin with the analysis "Religion
in General and Jerusalem in Particular in this State-Capitalist Age," an
excerpt from Raya Dunayevskaya's Perspectives Thesis presentation to the
1980 News and Letters National Convention. The Thesis, entitled "Today and
Tomorrow,” is available from News and Letters for $0.75 plus $0.50 postage.

We further recommend to readers of this pamphlet The Ppolitical-Philosophic
Letters of Raya Dunavevskava, Vol. II (5$1.50 plus $0.50 postage), which

contalns Marxist-Humanist analyses of the. Iranian Revolution., ) ‘

‘A subscription to News & Letters is available for $2,50 per year. Write
for a full catelogue of our publications. L v :




RELIGION IN GEVERAL AND JERUSALE it PARTICULAR T3 THMIS STATE-CAPITALIST AGE

by isaysa vunayevshaya

(excerpted from TODAY AUD TOMOR™ON, ‘tational Chaircoman's Denort to Convention
of Heus and Letters Committees, Aupust 33, 1280.)

Israel has Leen moving so steadily to the Richt that no reactionary action
should surprisc anyone. ievertheless, the world -- and this includes Pres. Carter
viie is 5till pretendins that the so-called P cace Treaty he enecineered between
Egypt and Israel will brinr real raace te the vhole of the ''iddle East —~ wmns
shoecked by the timine, 4f nothine clse, of the "sudden" fiat from the Knesset
that Jerusalem, East and Tiest, that 1s, Arab as well as Jewish, was *one',
was "indivisible," Inde=d, was the "eternal” capital of Israel, as 1f really
its order extendad into the eons of time. :

If, hovever, we take a second, objective look at that phrase, "if nothing
else," we will see that it is, precisely, the timing, the nrovocative timing,
which is the logical conclusion to the extremist imperialist moves ever since
Begin came to pouer, and that very weelk visited and anproved a centravarsial new

" Jeuish settlement in Arab land. It has gone on and expanded ever since. It is
necéssary, houvever, to limit ourselves to this year.

In liarch, 1980 the poverament of Israel announced it vould be tal:ing 1,000
acres of mestly Arab~otmed land, It was the first such major expropriation in
a’ decade, and the sacond largest ever asince. the victoriocus 1267 war. Indeed, by
the oid~1970s, Israel pried 34 percent of East Jerusaiem.from Arab ownership.
Could anyona doubt vhen the Liggest war hawlk of them all, Geula Cohen, was
chosen to bring in a draft for the nev status of Jerusalem that it would be any-

. thing but wvhat it wos? . S : : ‘ o

That the neo-fascist religious fanatics called Gush Emunim bave no inten-
tion whatever of stopping was clear enough from the prevailing terrorism —— -
. not from the PLO this time, but from that reactionary,'religious,‘zioniét group
who bombed the cars of tro.Arab mayors, maiming Mayor Bassan Shaks of Mabulus
and ilayor Kerim ihalaf of Remazllah. ' . .

Worse still, lienechem Begin is stonewallinp the investigation. The
correspondent of the lashinpton Star, David lalevy, asked: hov did it hanpen
that the Shin 3ot (the Israeli FBI-CIA combined), that has an 85 percent success
rate in probing such terroriat acts, did not produce even a suspect? and wasn't
it true that the head of that secret police orpanization resipgned because Menachem
Degin wasn't piving him a free hand? Whereupon Hepachem Begin enters the fray
with all che hypocritical lypertoles at his command: “..,Jever was a calumny
so odious as that digpatch."- - Despite Bepin's demaporic rhetoric and the fact .
that he also got Avraham Achitov, the head of Shin Bit, likewise to say that his
resignation vas "in no. way" connected to soft-pedaling,that that.uas a "total
lie," the general feeling throughout Israel is that both the Shin Bet head ond the
former terrorist turned Priue linister doth protest too much.

that is newv -- and 1t is by no means limited to Zionism -- is the neu
politicized forms of religion- ilor is it a question of whether you listen to the
money-wise electronic "evanpelists,” or you follow the 01d or ey Testamont ==-
or the Horan, and:quote MNuhammad, who is supposed to have sald: “lhoever goes on
a pilgrimage to the Jerusalem sanctuary shall be forgiven all his sins,"

The point, rather, is why thiz rush to power. One need not po abroad to see

it i1s so. All one hag. to do is lock right here at the Nev Risht, the Christian
Religious Right. Ve saw wbat they did at the Reapan convention. And it is clear
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that, thousl: they now are settling for Reapan, they, no more than the KIK and the
Hazls, vill not stop there, anv more than folshoenitsva stooped vhen he pot
religion and returned to the Grack Orthodox Church.

The bipgest Dluff of all in modern Russian literature is contained in gp1-
zhenitsyn's voluminous vritinr Ye it in the rewriting of the history of the
Russian Revolution, Lonin ESﬁeeiell;, or the so-called return to the simnle
life of the papk Hiddle Ages ubich he hias not baptized as model, and, lo. and behold,
they have Lecome the Fnlightened "Hddle Ares, The truth, houever, is altvays con-
crete, and vhet is concrate in Solzhenitsyn's tife (outside of flirting with the
ilazis during World Yar IT) is what happened betwaen 10‘6 vhen Irushchev permitted
the publication of One Day in the Life of Ivan Denishovich tvhen Solzhenitsyn was
trying so hard to get out of Russia that e, aligned with the Jewish dissidents —
not something the Greel Orthodoz Church had been associated with, either In the
itiddle Ares or the Tsarist Black Hundreds practicing the vorst porroms —— and
last week's praise of the neu voeen *5 liberation movement in Fussia by this male
chauvinist calling himself vomen's liberationist. Just as Khomeini knew hou to
use technology, especially of tapes, and hypoeritical embrace of shoras when
they foupht against the Skah, not agalnst him, so Solzhenitsyn hnovs how to use
the masa media, not to meaLion the ideology of the military brass about Russia
‘as Satan, Ervety Mo, 1. .. .

The real point 19 this: the totality of the crises, especially sinee 1273-74
~— by no means. only on the Arab-Israeli war, Lut the economic crisis that re-
sulted from the oil embatgo ~- has shown that the undercurrecnt of revelt.may --

.and In some cases, did -~ lead to revolutien. It ls this, espacially as. it is
" evolving in the last- year, vhich has 1ed the. capitaliqt rulers to Elire with nazism
- and oeculti n all over egain. : , :
0ccu1t1sm has’ eveg hean the escape from reality, and since it doesn t have
quite as UanYiOquaE nazism, uon-taxeble dollars are spent on that electronic
mirazle te bring the mecsaye to the public. In apy.case, the ilew Religlous Riglht,
as in Depin' s Iqrael or in khoneini 8 Iran, or the Christian Right here, even,when
they zet masses to follow tham; by no.mpeans signifies. that vhat the nasses want,
‘and vhat the leaders are striving for -- pover -— has the same viotivation, -Yhich
is why Xarl Yarx made so sharp a distication between the religion of the oppressed
and that of the ‘oppressor. The thole theory of alienation started there. . Follow
the majescic historic syeep of lMarx"s goal, ~'To unmasi human self-alfenation in its
secular form nov that. it has been unmasked ir its saered Iorm.? Harx goes on'

"Religion is the siga of the oppresaed creature, the sentiment of a hearc»
less world, and the soul of soulless conditions, It is the opium of., the
people. The ebolition of religion as the 11lusory hanpiness of men, 15 a
demand for their real Lappiness,..

Religion 1s dnly the illusory sun about uhich man. revolves so 1onﬂ as
he does not revolve about himself... .. :

Han makes rclipton; relipion does not make man. Relig!on is 1ndeed man's
self—ennseiousneas osnd self-avareness so long as he has not found, himself or
has lost Itimgelf again. Lut man is not an abstract being, squat:ing outsaide
the world, ilan is the human world, state, socicty."” {Critique of vegel‘
Philosophy of Riuhq )

Nor was it only relig;on that Harx called "the opium of the people." .The same
uvds true of acience. 130 years before even the atom tas split, and out of vhich
c¢ame, tiot the most eonacruetive new energy force, but the most destructive atomic
bomb, darx wrote: “To have one basls for life and another for science is a priori
a lie." Ye have been, living this lie altogether too long. State-capitalism has
reincarnated both Religion and Sulence as woves avay from. real human needs and new
human’ relations, The tu!ninr of the clock backwards must be stopped and will be
stopped vhen ve stop sepatatinc the phiilosoph¥ of revolution from social revolution,
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The twe rponths that have elapsed since Sa-
dat’s spegtaeular peace trip to Jerusalem on Nov. -
9 saw it all very nuarly collapse in Ismalia Dec.|
26, ‘There the initiator of a possible new stage for
Middle Fast relations, Sadat, and the guest super-
nowk, lsrasii Prime Minister Begin, far irom

- coiing out with a joiat statement of agreement,
praduced an expression of irreconcilable posi- -
tions, 28 apiched in diplomatic hut unmistakable |
languzpe, 1 Two days Inter Bein spelled out'the enpham-
isms“Polestinian administralive autonomy” and “self- -
rule” in language that braught approval from his Knes.-
zetin ANl others, however, conld not but read these 26
points xs Lul ooe pon-cuphemistic Imperialistie poioi:
eontinued military occupsiion-bath of the West Bank of
JSordan - (which Begin prigisted in calling. Judes and
Samarix) azd the Eg:crls_::!m Gaza Strl?. . ;‘ m ao

A} i #55i0n. . 'ail athers. o .-

v 'uhdwﬁln:hﬁtcnrso'xég‘&;)llyl'sr’;gim{ g,g{g,... He managed
to find'“self-rule” nnder faracH guns “flexible”! Where
upon ‘President Sadat must have burned up the private

lice to the White House, What he publiely declared
“made my jobmore dificult” must have been concretized
more pregisely on the private line, sulliciently shaking

- up Carter's scheduled six-notion nine-day whirlwind tour
to make mom for one nnscheduled stop at.Aswan, It is
this that beeame the focal point of the whole, nat only

the Middie East- whole, but globally, “from Indin to~
France,* o T . ;
_ Just as the question of Palestine was raised at the
very start of the tHp in Yoland,- and just as Helmut-
Schmidt was-found havering in the shadows in Egypl,
(as did King Hussein In Iran and elsewhere), so Saudi. -
Arabia held the reins to world oil while Carter ended
the trip, beefing up NATO, Jun, 5,.1878--all readying
tor ‘conlrontations world-wide, wilh very different and
tnequal weapons, it is Imie, but the same exploitative

“class gools. In oky cuse, by the time Cdrter reached

home shores on Jon, 8 he decisrcd Sadat to be “one of

' the most courageous men -in the world,"” and one defin-

itely in faver of another suphemism — “principles” —
under which the irreconcilaole positions are allowed to °
flonnder while U.S. imperialism makes ihe fiual decision;
. Lest we forget Sadat's equally hawk-like past, espe-
eially the Yom Kippur war he launched in 1973, Sadat
made sure that Begit knew he i3 no different gow, Thus
on the very day of the Ismalia statement when both

" feaders still smiled, Mustafs editor of Akhbar al-Yool, *

wrote: “The meetings in fsmalia were not with delegates
of the stato of lsrmel, bul with Shylock ... . Jewish .
usurer axacting his vound af flesh” M e

- YOI S

tThe key parsgraph of the Ismalla siatement, Dec.
26, reads: “1he Egyptan and Israell delegalions heru
discussed the Palestinian problem. The position of Egypt
is that on the West Bank and the Gazz Strip a Pules. -
tninp state should be established. The pusition of Israet
is that Palestiniaz "Arabs [n Judea, Samaria, the West
::lnt.‘o! Jordan and the Gaia Strip should egjoy self- °
e’ v ) L [N
. The MY, Times, 12/29/77 ran {he 25 polnt Begin
Plan oa p. A8, L. .

“r

s Tt .

c oy

A

JOINT U.5.-RUSSIAN STATEMENT AND™ 77"
CARTER’S ZIGZAGS ) -
No, it wasn't courage or any other psychological
. tharacleristic that brought Soth hawks together . . . “for
peace;,” any more than it was the characteristic of being
hawk and extreme Rightwinger that enabled Nixon to
open this decade with his spectacular visit to China.
In all cases, it Is the conerete, not the “general” which
- drives to action, In the case of Nixon it was the Vietnam
ar that the 1.5, was losing. not only on the hattlefleld,
ut.at home. In-the cuse of the Middle East now, it is
that those concrete home crises in separate lands
reached a sudden concurrence, on the part of the hawks,
when confropted with the shock :of a. Joint ‘Russian-
United States Statement on the Mideast.( Unbeknownst
to either Egypt or Israel, Russia and the U.S, found
- commen ground on the basis of the “snsafe situation
in the Middle Fast” to declare that “the only right and
effective way™ to schleve a “solution” is to conven: a
fér_tre_\:x Peace Confetence “not later than December, '

-~ Israel and Egypt were not the only ones surprised
by-this Qctober 1 joint siatement-by the two super-
Powers, ‘More surprised stiil, but In this case pleasantly,

“was the PLOs Arafat,. Interpreting the statement's
-Tefersnce to “the legitimate rights of the.Palestinians”
as an [odependent Palestinian state, Arafat let, it be
known that this statemnent, could indeed serve ay &
“foundation"- for talking. °. Tl e T
After all, this had been preceded by more than six
 months of zigmgging by President Carter. Ever since
March he hod moved from stressing “defensible bord-
ers” for Isracl to publicly endorsing the concept of a
“Palestinian homelond” in hls’ Mar, 18 Clinton, Mass.
speech. By summer he had 1ét it drift down to the PLO
that, it UN Resolution 242 were accepted, a “Palestinian
entity could indecd be considered. * D=
. And, whereas Vice-President Mondale was, on June
18, sent to San Francisco to soften somewhat the new
titing to the Arah side by saying U.S. had “no plan; no
timelabic, no map" to try to Impose settlement, no doubt
-was léft in any one's mind that there was, indeed, a new
tilting to the Arab side. The type of tllting, however,
‘that Iapded U.S. witih Russia in a Jolat statement was
weiough not only ¢o get Israel and American Zlonists to
begin ’!m:ssuring Carter, but sent fear. into “moderate
Arabs,” who sre, after ali, preferred by Carter to the PLO,
‘It Is at this point that Sadat decided to act on his
.own..But not 3o alone that iz didn't meet with the econ.
currence of Begin. Neither Sadat’s pectacular trip nor
- Begin's concurrence was undertaken too far afleld from

US. imperialism’s gotl. Now that they know that
:J.E.h v;m have no par:bollgll!e powers Jr:e!.l.h:g‘ tl\eltl:?:-
i or_cuy tew oualbrezk of war. oy

that the ULS, has 8 unkie with Jus globel xrr Sy
-ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ'“ﬂ‘iﬁ?ﬂiﬂy Feferred tn the Unlted States ag
- of Niddle Eant relattpan ¢ L AHVe for X new ctage

TR e & et

_ 0ct. 1 jolnt tekt & printed in N.Y. Timmes, 10/21/77,
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No doubt U.S. imperialism’s role will be the de-
cisive factor, whether what has begun that iz new finds
yet another euphemiso—"rrinciples”"—lo arrive at s
eullective “solution,” or whether all comes to nought
once ogain. But the socalled Left hardly helps matiers
by autorpativally siding with "the “radical” Arabs, no
matter whom that includes. Thereby il fulls Into the trap
of all rulers, as if the 30 years fiom 1948 to 1978 wene
one¢ unbroken development. The truth is very different,
and truth is always concrete.

Everyone, {rom the ruiers -— hoth Israeli and Arad
=-lo the Lelt, Trolskyists espeeially (now that Trotsky
has been dead 37 vears), likes to pontificate about 30
years of endless Middle East wars, as i every one of
these was one and the same, with *Zionist imperialism™
on the ane side, and “Arah revalulions "on the other,

The truth, however, is that the first Arab war
against the state of Isrzel the minute the UN accapied
its independence was anything bur revelutlnnary, It Is
tme that the uniiying cement of all fendal Arb states

" was the anti-Israsl feature, 1t is not true that that mide
the kings and emirr “revoiutlonaries,” Nasser, for ex-
smple, approvingly yuotes i his Exypt's Liberstion, The
Philosophy of Revalution, Ecvhan Cohes's teport of
what the Egyptian talked sbout In the armistice talks:
D ‘The subjeci Gamal -Abdel Nasser ftalked about -with
me was the struggle of Isroel against the English, and
how we erganized the undergrouad resistznce moverment
against them in Palestine . 10 -

And 56 anti-Semitfe a stale-capilalist ruler as Stalln
was the first (even beating the Utited States. o tha
draw) to resognize the siate of lsrasl, He did se not
because of any vro-Israel . sentiments, Rather it was
- because, until then, so rarrow was Arzb nationalisns that
it had collaborated wilth Nuzism while the Jews not only
fought the Nuazis, bul braught a dimension other than
oil lo the Middle East. . Co. :

Floally, and most important, there were ineny revo-
Intinnary sociallsts In Palestiue who opposed the :n-allo?
0| - h. stat, Hk £i 0
ShuSEar BT R  Joning 20 fglop, for 3 M.
foce the reality that the Arabs wate 2% apposed to ol
laboration witk them as with - Zionists, and the Arab

© states were zll theocratic. . . '

Put differently, just a5 Trotsky (who was certainly

no Zinnist but a revolution=ry upponent of i) stressed
ihat the rise of Narism: compelled a new look al the
SJewish Question’iS), so Marxist revalulionaties in Pal-
estine In 1048 kad lo confront the new ‘reallfy of an
indcpendent state, and therefore work for revolutivoary
goals of uprooting the capitalist state withle Isrosl rven
2s Arab revolutionarica had to work within their home.
lands for a new class-less society. Rather than make anil
Istael the wunifying cement, soclal Tevolytlon had te
hecorue the-driving force. : -

)Egypl's Liberation, p. 24. The book is very warth
rereading now both because, objectively, vou can rone
trast Egvpl In the 1650s and now, sad becuuse Sadat
Is a person bereft of plulosophy, . ' :

0in the Jnat years of his e Trotsiiy ivied facing
the reolity created by Nazigt, on the one hand, and the
drive of the Jews to escape ite horrars Into 3 homelnnd.
Though, naturslly, still apposing the Zionist solutfon, he
did alse change hls' position. Here are some excerpis:
"During my youth I tather leaned toward the prognosis
that the Jews of differant ccuntries would Be z:sim.
ilated and that the Jewlsh question wnuld thus disappesr
in a quasi-automalic fashion. This hixiariesi development
of the last quarter of » century has not confirmed this
perspective. Liecaying capitalism hus everywiers swung
-aver to an”axacerbated mationaliam, ane part of which
is antl-Semitdsm , . , The lstest Mgsaw trinl, far ox-

_ ample, was staged with the handly concezled design of

Russia didn't change its mind as to¢ which side it

was ot until 1935 when Khrushchev concluded his arms
dea) with Egypt—Nesser's Egypl. that had overthrown
King Farouk, Thus’csme Rusgia's first breakthrough
into the Middle Esxt. Which doesn’t mean that Russia
was aluays on the “revolutionary” side, The verv next
year It put down the revolution in Hungary, trading off
its support aiso of U.5. imperialism for Eisenhower's
silerce_in the UN on Russia’s counler-revolutions in
East Europe. '

In any case, the 1956 war was a very different matter
than the 1048 war. Though triggered by Nasser’s nation-
alization of the Sucz Canal and Duiles’ arrogant refusal
to help bulid the Aswan Dam, the point is that Eiscn-
hower's impecial USA had to oppose it to put an end to
old-style British-French Ullusions that they were still
global powers, It is true that Israel was sl! wo happy
te be used by France and Great Britain who dominated
that imperialist eruption. Eisenhower was so incensed
‘that Great Britain and France still fancied- themselves
mperial powers that he stopped that war and made
Israe) raturn to Its 1948 borders. .

Revolutionary Arab nntionalisms did emerge in the
1360s. But there were also very contradictory births, as
witness Al Faleh and Bo'ath {hel had-their origins in
fascism as much as in revolutionary nationslisms. In any
case, the unifying cement for Israeli-Arab wars was not .
revolution, but simply and purely anti-lsrael. And, along
with the goal of “driving Isrmel into the sea” came
uncritical allisnce with Russiz. Which, in turn, con- ¢
vinced U.S. imperialism that it had but “one outpost”—
-Israel — in the Middle East against its global enemy,
Russia. That is no . longer true. And- though the U.S.
leaned heavily towsvd Israel in the 1967 war, that hasn't
been so total ever since 1973. . i

For the Left to act as if the disparate, Arab states
‘are all “one Arab nation” and, cven when theocratie,

are playing 2 “revolutionary role” -while equating Zion-
ism with South Af:ican racism, is no less false than -
President Garter’s declaring for “human rights* when
in Poland but keeping mum in Iran, It blinds us to the-
.entry of Seudl Arabian “black gold” in the 1873 war,

and more crucial, it blinds us 1o the tragedy of Lebanon™
and the PLO, 107578, It js on these two historie turning
poinis ‘we must now focus to fully comprehend what is
the “new™ which fx just shuffling of the cards in global
alignmenis and realignments, and that which is the
kind of “rew" which could have meant the eve of social
revolutions, ' e .
ENTER- SAUDI ARABIA'S BLACK GOLD )

The first slizht US. tilting toward the Arab side
in the Yom Kippur war in 1973 had iittle to-do with
Ewypt's surprise attack which eaught evrogent Israel off -
bulance, and gained Egypt a sort of -vietory, Rather it

_vas Saudi ‘Atabla's use of oif as o politieal weapon
which ro shaok up the whole Industrial worid—Jaban
as well as West Europe and the United Stases—as (o )
¢suse it alsa total ideclogical disarray, That West Eurype
coutd so.easily cave in both to the hoycotting of Israe)
and the quadrupting of of} prices had U.5, imperialism

likewlse go helter-skelter trying to hold on to its iluston
of the 20:h century &5 “the Anterican ceatury,”

* presenting internationalists as falthless and lawless Jows

who are capable of sclling themselves to the Germwit
Gestapo” (1718/31) . . A
““Sorte would-be ‘pundlts' have aceused me of ‘sud-
deniy* ralsing the “Jewish question® and of latending to
create some kind of ghetlo for the Jows, I can only
shnig my shoulders .., Tha Jewish question har never
ogvupled the center of my attention. But that does not
meap that I have the right to be blind to the Jewish prob.
lerd which ¢xists and demands a. solution” The state-

" sents have been reprinted in Juno-July, 1048 bssuc of

Wurkers Internationa] News.

3836




" Oyerwhelming the myriad polltical crises canwe the
global economic crisis, very neacly plunging the world
into a full-seale Depression. It is tius deen recession that
still underlies the current situation when Saudl Arabia,
instead of shaking up the industrinl czpitalistie warlg,
is working hand 1o hand wilh U.5. imperialisia. Carter's
Hgzagging was preceded by Henry Ki;-iinger-hlxr_ms
imperial arrogance, first, in threatening -the ojl king-
doms with invasion, then declaring “the Year of
Furope,” not to mentfon ralsing China to super-power
statug and thus transforming, by fiot, the bipolar stai.e-
capitl:* world inte a tripolar one—rather than the “tri.
lateral” one Brzezinski was mapping out for Carter,
which holds on to the illusion thut the Unifed States.
West Europe-Japan was the world. . b
. Plans by ruiers, in and out of power, have a way,
of being totally undermined by elemental
instead of bending

however,
sacial revolutions. The mid-1970¢,

under {6 the ruciear world, saw fevojulions erupt from
and directly m the Middie East,

-Portugal to Angoia,
specifically Lebanon. .
THE REVOLUTION iN LEBANON, AND
THE OLD I} THE PLO, 1975.6 N
This is not the place 1o go lato detail on the situa-
lion in Lebanon which sparked a1 macs revalution, a
genuing sccial revalutiun againgt its rulers, Christian
and Moslen: alike, @} 1t is close enough to our times so
that we remember that il had been brewing for a long
Ume ajong closs lines, and when it {inally erupted,
sparked alse by the neo-Nazi Clristian Right massacre
of Palestinians retursing from a Rejection Front mect-
ing, the Palestinians worked 25 one with the Lebanese
revolutionuring, . . . -
Because of the Palestintan. preccsupation with Israel
s Eremy No, 1, however, (and the PLO playing political
games In tha UN to get the Resolution equating Zionism
to South African racism passed), the revolution in -
-Lebanon was totally subordinated o anth-Israel,
Soon we were witniess to & replay of the 197071
» slaughter of Palestinians by King Hussein of Jordan on
A4 more gigantie scale, which -this tims helped also
destroy the Lebonere revolution. The extremely .con-
tradictory ‘rale of the PLO in Lebanon's eivil war *
stretched from being one with the native Lebarese Loft
against the exploitative capitalistic system to the near-
counter-revotutionary role of weleoming Syria's inter-
vention, wWitheut in' aay way revealing the intra-Arab
nationalisms between Irag and Syfia, Tn the jigsaw .
puzzle of shifting atiiances sang -class lines and sans
any philecsophiy of lihevativn, the, revolution met deféat.
.To have the Leit forget all this and once again
turs to Isracl as the enemy 'is o doum the new con.
ditions creafed by Sadat's irip to Jerusalem. to a failurs
that would cnee agaln elose all docts to new relations in
the Middle East. L

BEGIN’'S NEW UNDERMININGS -

~Begin hos no noed of aid from the” “Left” to re.
eredte the atmosphere which wanld mahke ant-lsrael the
unifying cement for the whale- Arab world, noe matter
how,divided it s at-the moment, He has been master of
that’all Bt adult life, rom his terrorist Irgun days to
Ideologieally ot fetreating cven when Isrant Yesume o
state. 'And presently he is doing all in his
4 retreal from the one step forward made. when he
concurred’.in Sadat's visit. It began with his Arrogant
behavior in Ismalia, Since his return

- e -

: U] p I d'd.gn Inte detall. See Potitical-Philo-
Eoph‘ic I'i!:(:x?e-‘?;, "'rlhu UN Resvlution on 2ionistm—and
Ideological Obfuseation Alse on the Left,” and #6 ?‘n
“Lebanon: The Test Not Only of the PLO, But the

"Whele Left.” | C -

.

‘ -io Istoel not a day -
has gone bv without oroof of his retrogressionist nature.

power 10 beat -

-4

. opposition to the cxploitative rule, from a genera

cwant,’ with .or

" thelr voices be heard,

First he spelled out to the Knesset and made public

- the 2G-point sg-called peace proposals which must have

reminded every school child of BifiTical times when Pax
Romana ruled Palestine, Then, as if that reaffitmation
of continued military ceeuputivn of the West Bank and*
the Gaza Strip was not militaristic enoupgh, suddenly
bulldozers in the Gaza and the Sinoi began digging up

" greund for new occupying settlements. Thirdly, he found

his {rgun-type rhetorical thunder to
Israeli military presence were not accepted in the Gagn,
he would walk out of further “negotiations,”

Whether the United States can find yet another
euphemism to rein him in need be no concern of revo.
lutionaries. After all, the liberal-sounding line, “the cold
War is aver,” his been current in the Administration
only as a way ‘of declaring that' “co-existence” with
Russla Is no longer to ba the averwhelming fact of all
Rlobal relations. At the samp time, there is no reasonm
te think that the other nuclear titan, Russia, will let
itself be shunted aside as unceremoniously as Carter did
‘when he easily forgol the Joint ' US-Russian itotement
in order 1o embrace Sadat's initlativa, Why should any
revolutionary be interested in the double crosses and
horse-tradings that E¢ on among rulers befare they
decide to plunge us ints yet another war? Even these
aspirers for single world power have to hold back since
it would' be a nuclear war and would put an end to
civilization 23 we have known it. Wo, what we need
e 26 {s go back te Marxist fundamentals: a thilosophy
of liberation that would give action its direction,

WHERE ARE THE YOICES OF THE MASSES?
First, let us not forget what sent Sadat to Israel,
It was notthe econsmis erisis Egypt. is in. Tt was the
testlessness of the masses, 1977 has been filled w\lh mass
strike,
to a veritable moss uprising against- the price rises.
Sadat had to_retreat when not only was the mess anger
unmistakables-but It was clear that the Egyptian masses
would no longer tolerate, along with thelr horrible con.

yell threats, that if

~ditlons of labor, belng. saddled with impossible inflation,

was fear of social revolution that made
as to break with the past hasls for

In a word, It
him <o courageous

_divérsion of the masses from thelr dissatlsfaciion with

conditions of labor and life to anti-Israel, e .
“- Secondly, Begin's ¢nncurrence —. that single step

. forward—shows the objective-subjective situation in his

Innd. Ever since he came to power and showed he was |
as great a reactionary at home as in his imperialist role, r
there have been strikes, demonstrations, volces of mass -
oppasition to the rightward course.”Even the misy out.
pouring In Isragl for Sadat was a grent deal more than-
planned. (See Letter from Israel, p. 100 Sl
Above all, the Palest'nians do wish a homeland, do
without PLO, self-determinotion. The
fecming unity of all the factions. in the PLO at Tripoli-
telies the actual deeb division within the PLO, The key

~ to any solution at_this moment fios in the hands of the

Israell masses to stop their ruler. from-closing up the
openings that have opeied up to them, as to the Arah
masses. acmss all boundary lines, to settle zecounts with
thelr masters and begin working ouf their own destiny..
It- can begin-ax early as Jan, 16 when the “*Cajre Com.
millee” meets in Jerusalem, and the masses demand that

Yo . Jan. B, 1_978‘
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Camp David Summit: Peace in Middle East—
or extension of U.S. imperialism?

_ by Raya Dunoyevskaya

They—Sadat and Begm—were summoned. They
eaime. Tlﬁcy saw. They did rot conquer. He, the sum-
moner—1,.8. imperialism in the persen of Preﬂdepl’.
Carter—did conquer. But even he did not do it till
the 13th day at Lhe “Summit" which convened un Sepi.
5 und had the 17th as the deadiine. ‘

Whother the deadling’ was orchastrated from the
slart, or eame about “spontancously,’ the more impor-
tant fact is that, on the one hand, the U.S. had prom:
ised to build-at o cost of betweén 3300 millien and

5. bilion—two airflelds. “for Isvacl,” “lo replace™ those - ‘

in the Sinaf Isracl ceded, witle conditfons, lo Egyptian .
sovereignty. &nd, on the other hand, Carter, having
hocoma the “fuil pactner” Sadat had called for, could
- alze show the- U.S.Ss full impetial clout to the global
enemy, "Kussie; he will visit Egypt in 1679, It Is the
U.S's presence o the Middle Fast that the Camp
pavid Summit was designed to achieve. .
BEGIN AND SADAT, SEPARATELY AND
TOGETHER o ) ;
- Begin tnay not have buckled under as totally as
Sadat. He certafuly made this all toe obvious, both in
the substanca of the wrilten "Agreement,” and orally,
beglnaing st the very {lrst appearance, In the midst of |
. addressing the American, Indeed..a world TV sudience,
by suddenly. switching to Hebrew, acting ‘exactly Iike
the mother lapsing inte pip-Latin to make sure the
children do not understind adull problems.* No doubt
. that reactionury le.-rorl.stlnf war days hnst ; \\;huk:j has; )
r cards _un sleeve .to.cause_the facade ol.
?:E:‘:?:ghem crumble inte dust, ar, more precisely the
sands of Sinai. But Regin, too, had not. only to ac-
knowledge Egyptlan sovereigoly over Sinai, but pay
lip service also to the “legitimate rights of the Pales-
. tinlans.” That he hoas no such intertion, having flrst
- reduced the right to self-determipation to an allegedly .
“self.governing unity™ under Israell guns “in enclaves,”
canitot totally unde what he did give, to which we will
get later. Co -
Above all, there will be 2 direet US. threat In the-
Middle East. These two nirflelds are being bullt only
“for Israel, but can any one doubt the purpose of De-
fense Soeratary Brown's scheduled visit to the Sinai?

*+Prace has come to our peopla and our land" may
have sounded as if It were meant for all—the Middle
East and the world—but the fact that it was spoken
it Hebrew, and it was in Hebréw the day belore at
~Camp Duvid, and that ho told the Israell press that
the Agreentent “did not Block further Isvacll West Bark
rettlements or military deployment,” surely was a coded
message [or his cohorts ln the Likud, . .

For that matler Sadat didn't completely buckle
under either, though® what he got, and what he de.
manded publiciy—a homeland for the Palestinians—are
total opposites. His dramatie trip to Jerusalem, which
arpused s¢ much mass support both in Istael and in
Egypt for genuine peace, wes, in truth,. a gesture for

- a Separate pcace. And thal not only because Egypt

is in such deep economic crisi€ and there Is mass dis- -
conteni, but because as rulers, .both he and Begin
understood better thar did Carter, the, globalist, how
totaily “ominous” was the Oct. 1, 1877 joint statement
of the U.S, and Russia for a réturn to Geneva to “cool
down' the Middle East cauidron. o

Let us not forget that the PLO.was the nuly one -
to greet that jolnt ‘statement, with Arafat saying he
“could llve with it.” And what, above sll, we 1nust keep
in mind is that that way to peace so scared the Middle
East poleatates that Sadat's speciacular journey to Is-
rael lollowed within & month, sod within aanother
month & trip by Begin to Ismallla, | ot

“That there.also unravelled the beginning of the
end of thé new orientation—Egypt-Isrzel as unit—is
exactly what must be kept-In the front of cur minds -
I’ we are to understand Camp David and its ramifi-
catlons today. That is to say, at one and the same time,
the Egvpt-Israel “unit” can blow up and spur on the
-U.5-Russia global conflagration, e
PAX AMERICANA S et
. 1978, for the Middlc East, opened with such viliff-
cation on the side of both Egypt and lsrael, that, by
March, Carter had to-tell the U.S, Senate Forelgn Rela- -
tions Committee that the “diplomatic process has come
to a halt.” Indeed, It was this. stalemate that got the
U.5. Senate to approve the sale of combat planes.to
Saudi Arabla and Egypt as well as to Israel, But svan
this did not prod Erypt and Israel back to “negotia.
tians,” as was ciear from the collapse of their foreign
ministers meeting, this time In (ke setting of England.
And July 18 was followed, on July 24, by Kamel's recall
te Egypt and his announcement that no further nego-
tlations would he held. K :

Jt was this totalimpasse which breught about
Vance's trip to .both Jerusalem and Cairo with -but a
single “handwritten invitation” to Camp David, which
both promptly accepted as they really had nowhere*
else’ to go other than war, and Isrnel-was already in
oie war-~in Lebanon! That. technically, its army was
out of snutkern Lebanon, far from closing that chapter,
Is the open wound that bleeds “haavenward™; surely.
none on this earth is paylng any atientlon io frag-
mented Lebanon that keeps being bled, though the
civil war has supposedly ended and “peace’roturped.”

- When, o Sept:-18. Carter addressed a joint ses-
sion of Congress, he let it be known that Lebanon.
though not included in the Agreement, had caused
“henated discussion”. Aa Lf that is not still another of the
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serious probleris pot “solved” at the “Summit” “on*
the Middle East, Carter alsa let it be known that Franee
may be invelved. Having been the first to carve Leba.
non out of Syrfa at the end of the First World War,
France no doubt lias great “experience,” not to ald
the Lebanese or Palestinian people, but to steer im-
perialist rule in that volatile region. For the present
moment, it sheds yet ancther light on wiy the ceos
vening of the Summit confercnee was delayed one
day: to allow Sudat to stop off in France. Se much for
no secrets &t the Summit! . ‘
‘Whst wus put dewn on paper. and grandiosely
called “Framework fur Peace"—but which al] othars
just exll “Framework"~-far from helng anything “'com.
prehensive,” lmiied itself to onc near-aceomplishment
In returnipg the Slnai to Egyptian sovereignty, pro-
vided that, within two weeks, the Knessai votas g dis-

mantle the Isracii settiements shere; and ane question. .

sble promige that, after. three months of negotiations
duting which no Israclt seltlements would be built
there, the Palestinfans would supposedly get “self-gnv-
.erning rule.” provided (1) they clase their eyes to the
massive army—and even reduced jn hAll, as promised,

the Israelf occupylay army nembers 15,000 “in enclaves™”
—and (2} they can “elect™ that governing body, pro. -
vided they understand that what they ara choosing is -

*Israel and Jurdan, not any homelund for themsslves,
It even we were willing, for the moment, to forget
that this can hardly pass for a “enmprenensive Middle
-"FEast framework when even such “moderate” Arabs,
as King Hussein and King Khalld are not ineluded, how

can we forget whe at this very moment.is meeting in -
Damaseus? Assad §s presiding there over a so-called -

“steadfastness front"—of Syria, Libya, Algerin, South
Yemeit and, of course, the PLO——{his time upited solid-

Iy agalnst the US.enginesred Exyntdsrael secord for ‘ N

a yrofected bilateral “peace trealy” L
The fact that Syrin Is, ot the samo time. trying not
to close all duors to TS, imperialism by agreaing to
hear Secretary of State Vance's "briefing” on wha! hap-
pened In Camp David Is hatdly to be taken as a sign
of snv siding with “the West.™ ’

Assad's Syrin is not only still occupying Lebanon,
and not only is being threatsned by Israel, both di.
rectly on the occupled Golan Heights, and indirectly
via the nen-fascist “Christian” Army whe are surro-
gates for Izrael throughout Lebanon: bul also ts threat-
enéd from within the rejection front by the Ba'ath
regime of Iraq, while Syria itself is in deep economie-
political erisis, It Is true Sadat is not using the lan-
guage of Arafat, who is under the. greatest lilusion
of all that 1978 is 1548 and Israsl's very right to exist
Is questioned. But Sadat’s Egypt is o crucial country In
the volatile Middle East which abounds {n erises, from
the clvil war in Iran to the two Yemens, one “repre-

senting” Saudi Arghia, the other Russia, to , ... _ .
© o . Abls Impossible to go Into all the crises besetting -

the region, and Its strategie IB,WQ'IH ag oll importance

. for the industriziized world,' ax the two nuclegr.
-Gollaths~-U.5. and Russia—tight for mastery over it.

Il one can eali it “new," the ong thlag .naw that has
been set off by Camp David is such total fragmentaiion

" of the very concept of an “Arab uativn,” that zh oné

cal now see Is'the heavy (illing toward ©.S, cnpitallst.

“imperfalism untll IT ssis the timing for globai con-

flagration?

" No answer can come from elither the imperialistic

or nerrow natlonallstic double-crosses. Only the masses
taking destiny into thelr own hands can possibly put
an end to the capitalisticimperia)jstlc, racist, alienating
world headed for the holocaust. Cne good sign came
when 130,000 Israelis marched against Begln, demand.
ing peace. Another sign came_from Egypt, where the
mass dlscoritent has -forced 'Sadat nct to put all the

‘burden of infiatlon on the backs of theé working people.

Each country’s rulers must contend with the mass

" opposition In its land and it js those mjaszes In motion

that can nuilify Camp David summitey as well as alt
other contenders who act as- “spokesmen” for the

‘Palesiinfon poople, or any other messag struggling for
;'teedom. These .masses in motion have not had thelr .
last say, _ '

‘Raya Dunayévshn
© 77 Seot, 20, 1978
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Letter #1 . Jenuary 24, 1976
THE UN RESCOLUTION OF ZIONISH —~ AND IDEOLOGICAL
OBFUSCATION ALSO ON THE LEFT

Dear Friends:

Three of the fantastic vccurences in three widely separated
parts of the world this month prompt this letfer. They exude such
abysmal lower depths of 1deolog1ca1 obfuscation that they could lay
ground only. for counter—revo’utmnary, not for revolut1ona.ry, develop—
nente. It is 1mperat1ve, thereiore, to look at these events, not
merely an puarlr, "i.medlatré", but in a hlstor1c-phllosophlc context.

First, let's look at what followed the paseing of that UN
Resalut1un which equated 910n15m with raclsm. At the moment the PLO
is trying to carry out wham it seee as LtB 1mp11cai1ona for the Securltr
Council session, but this cannot be viewed in isolation’ from two other
events: 1) +he hreak-up of the OAU meetlng in Lthlopza over the ques— -
tion of recognizing ‘the lcgltzmacy of the MPLA government 1n Angolaj
and 2) tie war in Lebanon which is call:ng into question the philoso-
ph1c underpznn1nss not only of thai N Reaolut1on, but of that whole
"fhieves' kitchen." Th1s*expr9991on of Lenin's for the League of Na-
tiong that followed World War I, Just ag succ1nct1y characterizes the
UN"that followed World War IT and also called itself a "peace" estab-
lishment. It will help us get to the root of the matter gince history,
far from being limited to the past, helps. illuminate on-goiﬁg history,

i.e. what is new in the present.

It may seem foolhardy to try to éinglé out the new in a situ-
ation that is so fraught w1th contradictions which, overaight, trane-
form things into their oppos:te. It would indeed be an impossible task
wers it not for the fact that in theArab diddle East. the unifying
forca—-anti—Israel——cuta across the myriad contradzot1ons.‘ Thus, as
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if lebanon wasn't disintegrating in a fratricidal war between Christian
and lloglem, Arafat feels no compunction about shouting, cver machine-

gun fire, the thousands of dead bodies, and the rubble, that this all
is an Israeli “conspiracy", a war initiated by "international Zionism".

By thus blaming Israell and extending Zionism into an inter-
naticnal arena, he has set the line for the PLO representative, Farouk
Kaddouml, 2t the UN Security Councll: Disregard the actual on-going war
in lebanon. Speak not of Moslem 1n general but of the Palestinien's
richt for solf-determination., And speak of it as if none of that in~
volved the diesolution of any other state.

ALl this is said with a straight face regarding the Arab
Mlddle East, where all states are theocratic, and where Lebanon, an
artificial astate which does have Christians and Moslems, can't escape
‘the class divisions, and 1s at this ver:} noment steeped in civil wer.
These Lebvaness Hoslem Left, who are fighting.a genuine revolutionnry-
clase struggle against its rulers, Christians meinly but Iﬂbslem, too,
. a_"’-'é‘ teing kept in check, The overridinﬁ ordérris never to forget that
Isreel is the enemy, Lebanon, 1975-?6, 1s in dangei'. of replaying the
s@aﬁglxter‘_in Jordan, 1970-71. Will Syria enter, or thé PLA under tts
contrél? The FLO allows its adhorents anything except a revolutionary
.¢lass struggle within “the Arab nation". Vhether that will be made
"law" by the PIQ Gnder Arafat's leadership, or by the PLA under Syria's
sponsorship, or by the other Palestinian groups in the umbrella organi-
zatlon, PIO, the govefning.idea will remain twofolds 1) Israel is
Eneny No. 1, and 2) no geniine mvoluti_dnary force will be allowed
to achleve its goul, In any casas, insofar as the PIO delegation at the
UN 1s concerned, 1t had but one aimi disregard what is happening in Le-
banon; deny the Israeli trnaslation of the PLO Covenant which defines
1tz goal aas the dissolutioh of Israel and “in its place” the establish-
ment of a “secular state", Farouk Kaddoumi promptly tranded the trans-
lation "a Zionist falsification”,

Rather than concerning ourselves with the UN vbte on the He-
solution equa{-.ir.g Zionism with racism --72 for, 35 aga.ina't, 32 abstain-~
ing--we can get more illumination on whether that Resolﬁtion is but the
latest form of anti-Semltism or a gernuine struggle aga.ihst racism by

turning bo the pecond event that followdd the vote--the break-up of the
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oAU rﬁeetin‘é‘ if Ethiopia, Januery 8., This will take us far beyond the
question ‘of the Middle East and even beyond the concrete question of
the legitimasy of -thc MPLR “to govern Angola which was the immediate
‘cause of the Break-up, and on to -the more fundamental question of a

a

continuing Afrdican revelution.
) St H S .
Heretofore, the one thing.that always united all independent
African nations and those:fighting'for independence was the.total, the
u.nequ:vocm dpposition to gpartheid South Africa. .No matter how wide
the division’ between the: African countries, and no matter how deep the
divieion h;u-hm any one couwntry, inclvding even. {he outright civil wer
in Bigeria, no African entertained the slightest doubt that, as 2 con-
tipent, Africe’will never be fully independent 'so 1ong as racist South
Africa exists. Bec.ausa that wes the unifying force,. the’ African nation
. Would not countennnne Kennuth Kaunda's attempt. at detente: with South
"Africa on ke txousa that that .could be a Btep “towards froedom for
Za.mbé.’bwe (Rhodﬂma). “The racists' reg;mes in zlmba‘bwa and South Afri-
oAl pead the OU Resolution off August 1y 1975,. “have p common im-
-perialist origin, forming a whole, and have, the.same racist structure

© and are orgam.call_/ linked in their policy..." . . 00"

' 5! Suddenly, 1be world was coni‘ronted withithise speotgcle at
‘the QAU ‘meeting in January, 1976., As against-its o pegolution of
bLugust, 19[5 which the Ara.b—apo .sored Resolution of Fov. 15 quoted in’

' "ito' successful attempt to get the African natjons.to yotenwith ‘ite
Tesclution defining Zionism as racism. (1) vas against: the, very eve of

the new January meeting, when even Amin félt an urgency to warn his
. MAfricah brothérs" {referring to Zaire (2) /). ageinst having anything %o
do with racist South Africa, i.e., UNITA and FNLA-supported by it; and
.as againgt the fact that no less than 20 African nations; had already
recognized the MPLA as the lggitimate goverhment of Angol.a., here is
* what the ‘world became witneés %o & : t :
S 1) . The U.Ss~Zaire-South Afr:.can O}-suppnrted FNLA and UNITA
. leaders wera geated on the platform,

“friend", Saudi Arsbiz that wes ﬁmneling woney 'to these puppets.

[ ' . . . A
. - . . S -
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3) ' The 20 African uations who had already recognized the
~rly ar the legitimate goverument of Angola couid muszter only two
others to be with them, With Awin abstaining—without_explanatiOn,
and Ethiopia abctaining on the excuse that hoets shouldn't "take
sides”, #) the CAU adjourned with no decision Lein;: taken. The
tragedy ien't oo much whether or not a decicion on Angole was ar—
rived nt but why ‘the shadow of South Africa hanging over the contend-
ing forces didn't act as the unifying force it had alwoys been. Clear-
ly, the global struggle for world domination had entered that cockpit,
ag it had in Portugal. The counter-revolution inirudes everywhere any
revolutionary force emerges to truly shake the existing state powers.

Befofe the revolution in Poriugal, U.S. iumeriqliats showed
Iittlé interest in its colonies; indeed, so lopg as the overihrow of
- the Caetano Tascist regime was in the hands of a neo-fascist, it had -
nothing to say egainst Portugal'e announcement of de-colonization. It
‘was only as the revolution in-ébrtugal'wﬁé developing along proletarian
lines, and Portugal declared it would be no-port of oall either for
HATO @ U.S. skipe bound for war in the Mideast, that the U.S. began
‘clandestinely to'support the ﬁpro—Heetérn" factions, i.e., those sup- :
ported by apartheid South Africa (feeding also Zaire'q ambitions for
0il at Cabinda), and diccovered that Russia was out to make a "satel--
lite" of Angola. Suddenly, nothing short of detente or no detente de-
* depénded upon .what happened in Angola. In fact, detente or no detente
lies elsewhere, as Kiasingef's latest trip to Rusaia on the, SALT agree~-
“ment proves once again, - ‘ ' ‘ ‘

Which doegn't, howeve#, mean that the U.S.'s imperial hand
will not be present in Angola. Or that it has forgotien the Arab dia-
east oil, or lsrael. In this, the overriding goal of U.S. imperialism,
whether it acts "for" Israel and threatens iideast oil kingdoms with
invasion, or the oppogite, "capitulales" to.them and pressures Israel
into concessions, is but one thing.. It-has no intention whatever of
letiing the world's main energy source run out of iotal control of

American oil companies.

Once the U.S. and Russia's struggle for single world domina-
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- tion enters the cockpit, . be it ihe riiddle Rast or Afriea, the whip of
the counter-revolution takes over. Just as the UN's “peace<kesping
miseion® in-the Congo used everything including individual assassina-
tions, such as Patrice Lumumpa's and the stifling of the whole on-going
revoluiion, we are presently confronted with an attempted repetition,
not only in South Africa's "peace-making"(!) entry, first into Rhodesia
and. now into Angola, but aleo in U.S. imperialism's behind-the-acenes
maneuveringss. Whether or-not U.S..imperialism's more indirect inter-
vention gives South Africa the-cover needed for‘"eiit";,whether or

not China, likewise, ree-enters via aid to Zaire's HMobutu (who is prac-
ticed both in work with the CIA and as "ilaoist" when it comes to the
Sino-Soviet conflict); and whether or not the Hiddle East succeeds in
diverting Third World revolutions to its power. ambitions.«jﬁgﬂggiﬂi_ié
ihat the tworld ecopomic receesion and with it, the b;—polar division

of thi's nuclear aorld—~w1th China play145ftha pame type of gtate—capi=
ta11st pc11t1ca ‘in place of the "un1ntervupted“ ravolution it is ideo-
*_g;caluy supposed to favor—-lay bare the total disarray in ihousht as

well -as .in the cr;sis-rxdden economy.

.+t . . No doubt the Africans were pleased at the Arab nations

- thumbing their noses at the U.S., but that.was hardly the poini of

" digputeon the UN Resolutionron #Zjonism is a form of raciém and-
"aczal -discrimination®, -any more than the vote for it by China along
thh 1tsﬂEnemy No. 1,"Russia, whcm China designates as "the new
Tsars', -was .of the same nature as.the Afr;ca vote. .. Nevertheless,

“ the  Afriecan countrics! d;sregard of, :say,;..the Black 1ntellectuala'
fear that the ant1-21onism amendment was, diversionary from the ori-
ginal resclution on racism, which the Afr:can nat:ons had sponao"ed
.. and which projected a Decade for the L;;m1nat19n;of Racism, had come
- nome Yo.roogt. 'Thé break-up of the.QAU meeting over ihe question of
- Angola brought :cut the ﬁear—fata; divisivness inugufield,that is

. nothing short of the global struggle of the big powers for & re-div-
ision of the world.: - S

It is.impoesible to_seg,what-éne does not want to see. The
pil-rich kingdoms can hardly be,oconsidered an. integral part of the poor
Third World, the world that has suffered most from the quadrupling of
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oil prices, which followed the Arab~Israeli war -of 1973, If there is
bny'possiblé affinity of ideas between the oil kingdoms and the inde-
pendent African nations, that affinity surely lies elsewhere. The
ideological disarray ise, rather, like the one that's pervading much

of the Left who, knowing well the feudal clsss structure of the Arab
theccracies, hungazing for & socialist alternative to the capitalistic
gtructure of Tarael rather than any relapse to feudaliem, much less
mistaking Israel and abartheid South Africa as one and the esame, never-

the less parret ttie UN Regolution on Zieniem.

Take, for ingtancoe, I.F. Stone, On the one hand, he says
that to equate Zionism with racism, when racism in our iimes means
Nazism, "is the overstatement of the century":

"Neither in Isracl nor in the ocoupied territories is
the lot of the Arabs w:der the Star of David the lot

" of the Jews under ‘the swastika. The Arabe.still have
_more frzedom of exprassion than Ukrainians in the
Soviet Union, better treatment than Asians and whitee

“in parts of liberated Africa,-and tﬁeytaje'not terror-
ized like the Jews in Irag or Syria.!" ? e

_'One obvious consequence of the UN Resolution that I.F. Stone
does'readénize is that it was a victory not Jjust for its eponsors, but
"also a viztory for the Zionist hardliners". What. greater boon QOUid
rightewing Zionism have wiched for than the fact that ‘revulsion-egeinst

. anti~Semitism that independents saw in the UN Resolution:led thousands
of non-Zionists (and, indeed, many were nqn—Jeﬁé) throughout the world
“to-wear butténs proclaiming "I am a Zionist". What more could they
have wished foP than that the Ieraeli opponents of ‘their own rulers—

the Taraeli Left ‘engaged in-class ‘struggles and in fights:against
their country's foreign policy, especially bo Israsl's non-recogni-
tion 5f the Palestinians ae a national entity entitled to self-deter-
mination~~should suddenly pause in their struggles, with worry over
whether at the other end of the spactrum lurks that perennial meni-
fegtation of degeneracy, anti-Semitism? ‘

‘Despite all this,; Stone, using the ground of the UN Resol=

‘ution for argument, statea that.l), Bince the Palestiniane-in Israel
are treated es second~class citizens, the UN Resolution -has "an ele-
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ment of truth"; 2} talks of 1t as if it were ne more than an “"answer
to the Sinmi disengagement.” He acts as 1f thevo wers only on: way
to be for a "viadble Arab stato," and there wers no rich history from
Marx through Lenin to Trotsky on the question of self-datermination,
and as 1¢ Marx's humanism wasn't precisely what had been taken out of
the "archives" and made into an 01-going historie revolutionary nove-
ment in our day, precisely in East Europe, fighting for freedom from
Russlan totalitariarisn and racism 1.0, anti-Semitism as witness
Czecho slovakia in 19648, '

Yot that racism .is only anti-Semitism. or only against Blacks,
be that ﬂ.n 3outh Africa or the US4, or just a Middle East phenemenon.
Raclsm, after all, arose An the heart ef West Europe, Because raclsm.
is integral to alt class exploitative societies and rea.ches its most
vitriolic expression during hard times, it is 1mperative to look at it
comprahensivoly, focusing on why at any time 1t takea thig or that epe-
0ific form. - Why 4s it that, where in the turbulent near-revolutions
of the 1960'3, even g0 maot.‘lonary a Council as the. Vat:lca.n felt compelled
0 issue 1ta landmark “Dsclaration on Jews," preclaining " "'a new era of
interr:ith -dialogue and. candenning - some root ca.uses of anti-Semitisn,

- Whereas, in the 1970's, the "New Loft" aligns in a veritable "jihag"
against "Zionism". ' |

For whatever rea.sons the UN's eyes presently are turned only
to Israel, xacism is in fact reaohing a2 most virvlent phase in France
where one million French workexs and 100,000 imigrant workers have
been thrown into the unemployed army. - In the case of the $mmigrant
workers, whom the French government -bad lured there and confined to
the dirtiest work st the lowest pay, as well as herding then into the

" most barbaric 1living quarters (?, there racism hes resrsd its ugly
head as France tries to herd then eut of tha oountry, whether they
came from the tliddle East or Purtuga.l, from Algaria or Blnck Afzica.
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Clearly, abové averything else hangs the world economic
recession at a time when decadent capitalism brings out the worst,
bs 1t apertheid Seuth Africa merceneries fighting in Angola--and
tringing disarray into the OAU--or France expelling immigrant labor
and bringing ra.cism on the face of it to a very different point and
yet cornecting with it. Wnen Albert Levy, Secretary of the Movement
Against Ra.cism anti~Semitism and For Peace, declared, "France has
become the most murderously racist of countries,” it did indeed direct
attention to the depth of degeneracy of Western Meivilization,” the
typo oignalled by the outbreak of World War IT and the fact of the
collapce of France without a fight. The problem cannot be narrowsd
to what one sees in UN corridors, :

It is high time not to take either Arab or Israsl's ground
for avgumentation, or, for that matter, what can best be called "the
middle of the road” (which has always been the best place to get run
over), It 1s high time to ‘strike out for totally new ground, ‘the
‘t'otal philozophy of human liberation Marx called "2 new Humanism."

Tt ian't fox purposes of so-called "true beginnings", as the
crucifixion of Jesus by Romen authorities which had nevertheless been
conver!red inio an at:cusation?seicida agalnst the Jews, not -to mention
that 1t took the Vatiezn nea¥ly 2000 years. to wright". that "root, of
‘anti-Semitisn", Rather, ‘this new ground--the dia.lectics of 1liberation
in Marx's unearthing a new continent of thought., ‘would-not be confined
to "the Jewish Question”, When Marx broke with bourgeois society and
Left Hegolians,'who wére arguing "On the Jewlsh Question” in 1843, he

" commented on'the equating of Judaism not only with religion, but with
"bargaining”, with "money", that money does, indeed, “degrade all the
gods of mankind,..and converts them into commodities.” But if they
looked thcaf,r would, in thai cage, have to admit that, "Judalsm has per-

. petuated 1tgelf in Christian soclety...achleved perfection-in the

Christian world",™n the prevailing world", i.e. capitalism. Thexefore,

* what needs tprooting is the commodity structure of society, without

which there car b 'no "universal human amancimtian,ya Because that

princlple underlined all Harxist revolutionaries siruggling for & class-
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less saclety, without which there can be no "universal human emancipation”
the "Jewlsh Question" was not dealt with as a separate issus,

During Tsarism, however, when the persecution of the Jews
reached the pogrom stage, after the assassination of Alexander IT by
the Populists, and whether in barbaric Russia, or cultured France, where
antl-Semitism reared its ugly head in the Dreyfus case, many Jews began to
reject "Western civilization". The pogrom on top of the ghettoization,
economic, political and social persecution of the Jews, gave rise to
Zionism at the end of the 19th century, As a pational movenent,
revolutionary internationalists vejected it. On the whole, Marxists
consldered the Jewlsh Question to be a "eultural" one, felt sure that
socialism would solve all questions of raclal or religious persecution, '
and tharefore.urged, total Aasgimilation,. What changed the attitude on
. the whole"National Quastion was the outbreak of World War I, which
. revealed how natlonal rebellions can ald the undemini.ug ol 1mper:lalism.
With the, .Lrlsh Revolution against British imperialism right in the midst
of war, when workers were slaughtering” each other across. na.tiona.l boun-
darles, the “Na.tional Question“ assumed an urgency. a.nd impetus to pro-
letarian revolution which brought a.schism within Bol shavism. Lenin
" alone made the nost profound as well as concrete.analysie of the revolu-
tlonsxy aspects of the "Natiéna‘l Que.st'ion"(g) Morecver, these contlnued
beyoncl the victory of the proletarian revolution in Russia with the ag~
cession to power of the Bolshevika. By the 't:l_.me of . the defeat of the
1919 Gexrman Revolution, upon which bdth the extension of 'ﬁhe Russian
. Revalution 5 a world scale and the. very iife ~of, the Russian Revolution
depended (no ong then thought of any, such mlrage as "soclalisn in one
\country") ¢ Lenin raised a totally new aspect to the relationship of

the, National Question and world revolutions "If not through Berlin,
perhaps. thxouch Peking..

Tlhatever cha.nges had in the. meantime occurred in Zionism 5
. pro:jection of a "Jewish humela.ad"(m) geemed to be of no concezn to
. revolutionary Harxists since they were still conf;dsnt the world revo-
lution would win.
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Everything totally changed with the Great Dopression, and the
rise of Mazism, accompanied by such manifestation of anti-Semltism also
in the "degenerated workers' state" that Trotsky changed his position
on the Jewish Question. ‘The density of today's Trotskyists in not
‘grasplng either theoretically or practically what happened shows itself
clearest in thelr positions today which have nothing whatever to do with
Trotsky's nrinoipled statement, be that on the question of permanent
revelution or the Jewlish question. Not having the alightest concep-
tion of what is the dialectleal relationship of the objective to the
subjective situation--what 1s the dialectics of liberation when more
than one national movement arises, they simply hide both the fact of the
'change ané the wh vhy Trot.,ky, as the great revalutionary he-was, changed
his position, It is impsrative thet we si tudy the principal points
" Trotsky made in the last three years of his Iife on thls question, if
e wish to understand the new vantage points necessitated by the rise
of” Nazis-m, and that he alone of the leaders of -l-.he Russian’ Revolution
© 1lved to conf‘mnt. Sta.].in had killed off the "General Staff" of that
‘revolution in the grea.test F‘rame-Up Trials th- history, raeking of anti-~
Semitisn as mall as of total counter-revolution. Indaed, they were '
‘followed by the Hitler-Stalin: pact. -Here, then are Trotsky's wrdbings
on “the Jewigh Q,qestion for the years 193?-'_1940(1-1) ¢

'+ First, Trotsky contrests the hlstorical deveiopments of the
-1930's with those of his youth when he believed that "the Jewlsh Ques-
tion woi:ld. Qisappear in a qhasi-iutomatié fashion...decdying capital-
ism ha.s everyihere swing over to an exacerbated nationalism, one part

MY

of whi‘.h 1s anti-Semitism",

'Seéondly, since the Jews have created their own press, have
a distinet language, "One must reckon with the fact that the Jewich
nation will maintain itself for an entive epoch”. It isn't that he
‘did.h't perceive the conflict between the Jews and the Arabs in Fales-
" “tine, not that he thought that Zionilsm was any answer. But, this
" fundazental conflict could not be Jjudged outside the objeciive contexts
1) the reappearance of anti-Semlitiem in Russia, "the Thermidorian
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reactlon has stirred up all that is low, dark and backward, and in
this egglomeration of 170 million poople.” 2) At the -same time
the rise of fascism occurred in the very heart of Western Europe,
Therefore, "the next development of world reactlon signifies with

certainty the physical extermination of the Jews",

1his, let us repgmber, was sald bLefore the outbreak of World
Wer I, before the-ovens of Auschwltz and Dachau were fully exposed,
before the acturl extermination of six million Jews,

Trotsky's conclusion was that the "Jewish ‘Question' as such
is still acute and demands adequate measures.from a world federation
of workers’ states,” - Naturally, he called. upon the Jews to join the
Fourth International which had been the First to warn: about - faseism,

¥
“. o o0 -Noxld War II had totally changed the objective situation.

- The cxeation of ‘the state of Israel changed it still further for thé
Middle East, Two .realities,. tﬁemupon, were mews:. the existencs of
Isra.el, and with that success, the creation of -another. national
cdiscioLaness--the Palestinian people. Thelr right to aelf-detemination
ean 1o’ hore be decided from above, be it via the many Arab kingdomsg
and enirates, nythe PLO claiming zole spokesma.nship. nuch less
through a 1 comma.nd. Let the Palestinian people speak for them~ -
selves. Natt.mlly, Zionism in power,- 1ike the idenlogy ef all ruling
classes, be ‘they J'ewish or Moslem, ‘Christian--or the big "powers
themqe"ves, Hast a.nd Bagt, is exploitative. Which 1s. wn[, precigely -

I- -I:ha main enem_v_' is altmgs in one's own eount_rx The Israeli
Far from encouraging such: action, the
uM Resolution equating Zionism wlth racism,:while the PLO: representa-
tive shouts: Ziom.sm differs "in no way :E‘rom apa:rtheid in South
A:E‘ric.a"(lz) ¢y cannot but remind one of the Big.Lie.

"

B

. - Unfortunately, even that is not the worst of 11:. The worst
Jof it 15 that itdoes, indeed, reflect the actua.l sta.te of the dis-
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array of the world, not only in the economy and politieca, but also in the
vold in its thought. :

Clearly, the Arab-Izrasll question is not just Arab-Tsraeli;
the ddle Zast is not just the liddle East; Saudi Arabia is not Jjust
cli-rich kingdon underwriting PLO actions against Israel, but also
South African white mercebarles and its Black puppets in Angola, Nor
is 1t just Africa that is being torn apart; the Portugese revolution
is also being put under the whip of counter-revolutlon. Once again,
the global strvggle for single world domination, between the U,S.
and Russia, with China considering Ruasis Enemy No. 1 contaminates
everything., And through it all, racism and anti-Semitism 15 at 1ts
helght 2lso at the heart of "Western civilization"--France. In a
word, the ouphemlsi of "Zionism" for anti-Semitism cannot but recall

. the degeneracy Western civilization reached in 1940 with the collapse
of Franze without = fight: "Paris is not for burning." For the Left
to countenance, nay, to aid in such ideological obfuscation cannot but

- smooth the vay for the 'counté,r—'révolutioﬁ.’ A.nécessary flrvst step to

“turn matters around is to clear up our heads :so that the history of
revolutiona, the dlalectics of llberation - becomes: the’ path for their
actualization, : . :

R Yours, - !
Raya

FOOTHOTES s L

{I) There was a great deal of opposition to .that Resolution outside
of the UN halls, by no means limited.toe Jews. - Indeasd, one of tha most
interssting cane from Black Antellectuals, which stateds "The prospect
-of & concerted United Watlons drive against African apartheid has been
effectively thwerted by an amendment which introduces an extraneous
issue to a worthy United Nations undertaking". The appeal Was

signed by 28, including Dr. Charles H, Wesley, author of the first

and most original works on Black labors;and director of the Afro-
American museum in Fhiladelphia, PA; Dr.. Luther Foster, president

of Tuskegee Instituté in 'I‘uskegee, Ala ; a.nd . Cl:,rde Ferguqon, Jx,

of Harvard Law School, : -

(2) iobutu of Zsire has been an espacially welcone guest in Mao's
China, vhose Russophobia still has them traffic with the Angolan
factions apartheid South Africa supports, though that type of open
collaborationism has forced China- to announce it would withdraw its
support,
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{3) No one need have any iliuslons about South Africa’s "uithdrawal"
of its morcenaxies iIn Anpola, Mot only does it ocrorats Irom its

- apartheid regime, but it can now hide behingd U,S, imperialism since
its open support booneranged.

(%) Ethiopia has since recognized the IPLA. What it worrled about
most is what it said least about, and that was Saudi Arabia's inter-

b it is Saudi Avabia that ig financing a good part of
Eritrea's raobeis, Where Eritrea’s fight for self~-determinztion started
23 & revolutionary opposition to the Enperor's Ethiopia, the Avab
kingdoms choosing Huslim factions to support is corrupting freedonm
novements, .

. {5) 1,r, Stone's plece on "Zionlsm and Peace" wag published in The New
York Times, 11/23/75

(6) At the time of Russia's imperialist invesion of Czechoslovakia,
August, 1968, the st11l dofiant Czechoslovak radio beamed this broadcast
oRn August 26: "W arned at long last who is responsible for the
nou~cxistent (mechoslovak conterrevolution.. "International Zionism"
{euphoni.sm for "the Jews"}, Apparently our East Garman friends lLove
- been experts on thls subject ever since World War IT...Allegedly 2
L '¥hy cannot these 2 million Zionists be
mmand, or perhaps Newes Deutschland wishes to
the Germans today ave the only real experts able to
between Aryans and inferior races,"”

Philosophy and Revolution, p.25%, See '
“€opecially, chapter 8, "State-Capitalism and the East European Revolis®
"here.many of the East. Burdpean revolutionaries speak for themselves.

2 7). The Pexls:correspondent (Walter Schwartz) of the Manchester Guardiar
. \Dees 28, 1975) in his article, "France to send home workless immigrants
destribes those horritle living quarters, including the illegal but
.opsxative "3 x 8 equalg ok Prineiple” . (thvee peopie using a bed in
‘8hifts of eight howrs each), The quotations from Albert Levy of the

fpv?m:;:iﬁfainst Raciem, anti-Semitism and for Peace 1s likewise from
LAt e, . N

(8) Marx's "On thé Jewish Question” is included in Writings of the Young

" Marx on Ehilosophy ang Society edited by Easton and Cuddat.

(9) Up to Mazoh 1917, Lenin's articles on the National Question are in-
cluded in hig Collaecteq Works, Vol.XIX; the 1920 Theses on the National
and Colonial Question in Selecteq Works, Vol, X, "

(10) The -question of a bi-national state was not-onty the aim of the Marx- .

ists, but ortginally was aise the concept of Left Zionists: Noam Chonsky
. (whose Peace in the Middle Eagt? Reflections on Justiecs and Nationhood
sghould be consulted) quotes a 1907 view of -ionism which held that 1t

Was necessary "to avoid a narrow, limited nationalism which would

Se¢ no Ffurther-than it-sclf"., (Aharon Cohen, Israel and the Arab World),

(12) These extraordinery Trotsky statements from 1937-40 were reprinted
. %::1 the Fourth Internationa)’s Horkers International News, June-July 1946,
ndon,

{12) For gloating over that Uy Resolution and its PLO explication,

4ee espsclally the Hast Neues Deutschland,
Nov. 13, 1975, ¥a are sure also seon to ha daveTopine
schism betwesn Asgad's PLA and Arafat’
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Latber #6 | | ‘August, 1976

LEBANOM; THE TEST NOT ONLY OF THE P..L.O. BUT THE WHOLE LEFT

“Cruelty, like every othar thing, has its
fashion, according to time and place, Cassar,
the accomplished scholar, candidly narrated how
he ordered many thousands of Gallic warriors to
have their right hands cut off, Napoleon would
have been ashamed to do this, He :preforred dis- -
ratching his own French regiments, euspected of
- rapublicanism, to Santo Domingo there to dic by .
.- the hands of blacks,.and the plague. The infa- -
“mous mutilations commltted by the. Sepoys* re-
mind ‘one of the practices of the Christian By
-zantine Empire." - --Karl Marx, Sept. 16, 1857

Dear Friends; _ .
- No.act of barbarism seems to be.beyond the degenoracy of our
tines that have disgorged World War 1T, The Holocaust, the U,S.'s
" . xopping of the A-bomb on Hirdshima and Negasaki, and today we need
add abysmal cynicism to the butchery and savegory of the..Laba_nese
Christian Right. As if tho murderous 52-weck slege, ciimaxed also
by tha.cut-off of water, of the Palestinian rofugee camp, Tal Zaatar,
Were not .enough, . the unsavory son of the infamous fanatical neo-
fascist Lebanese Interlor . Minister Camille Chanoun--Danny=~contin-
. ved to slaughter in cold blood, the Falestinlans vho were streaming
out of the camp with white flags of surrender,

*It ign't that Marx excused the acts of turture committed by
the Sepoys even though the 1857 India Mutiny wis an anti~imperialist
act against Britain. It is that Marx was stressing--and not only 4in
that Sept, 16, 1857 roport for The New York Daily Tribune--that ap-
palling acts-of -cecuelty come both from exploitative sooicties and
holy ralizions:  "With Hindus, whom their religion has mads virtuosi
in the art of solf-torturing, these torturos inflicted on the enemies
of thoir race and orecd appear quite natural,” -"As against faclam,
stralght .or inverted, Marx was deeponing his theory of proletarian
revolutlon as the only road to fresdom, ' ‘
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Told that the son of the "moderate” Rightist head of the Pha-
lange, Pierre Gemayel, had agreed to let the Red Cross arrange the
evacuation, these were the words Danny Chamoun spewed outi "Thers
might have been an agreement heiween Gemayel and the Palestinia.ns,
but how much of the front dwes the Phalange hold--BS yards?" ()

Tt 1s hard to concelve of anyone to the Right of the Phalange,
but in the Christian Right in Lebanon you have both the gunman pres-
ident Franjei and his son who heads a private army, and Chamoun's
"Tigers" who thereupon descended upon the Palestinians llke wolves
and losters and when the c2rmage was over; the bulldozers pushed
the corpses into mass graves. Back in 1958 it was the wily father
who trunped up the bogudS3¥%the imminence of the Palestinlans
"'seizing poweyr," whersupon Elsenhower was all too happy to rush in
U.S. Marines., In 1976 the gunman son indulges in outright genocide.
The grisly end to Palestinian Resistance at Tal Zaatar wlll not hring
+o dn end the civil war between yulers and ruled, Muslim, Christian

- and other. ‘ ’

v
)

It is true that ‘the ‘civil uar'that'érﬁptéd 16 months Yack,
on April 13, 1975, to ‘be exact, was sparked by Palestm:!.ans ‘against
the Phalange massecire of a busload ‘of ‘Palestinians who wWere returnj.ng ,
from = meeting of the "Rejection Front." (2) " fna"1t 3o true that Mus-
1im reprisals +.o auch magsacres are not without their ‘atrocities. It
is ‘not true that it is & religlous war betwaen Palestinian Muslims
.and,I.eba.nese Christians, Bather it is & classwar between Lebanese
masses=~Clhixdistian as well as Arab and ‘those who prof‘ea"‘s' ho religion--
and the exploita.tive, racist, sexist rulers who have been enriching
thenselves ever since the Egyptian revolution in 1952, climaxed in
1956, that expelled Western imperialism and Lebanon became the fi~
nance and mercantile center for Middle East Arab oligarchs as well as
Western imperialists. ' ' : ’

Mot only is it a civil war between masses and rulers, both Leb-
anese, but the Falestinian Left who have helped have pla.yed a most
ant{valent xole both in a class atruggle sense and in a global con=

 text. It therefore is necessary to probe the dialectie of develop-
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ments these ast 16 months fron beth the obvious phases--arafat’s
wafiling, Syria's complete turnavout and actual occupation (not
unrelated to Israel' 3, stussig's end U.8.'s seaming bystander roles)--
to tho not so obvieus shrowled acts of the whole Left--from the Mas-
serists and “Le:E‘t" Ba‘athigtg--to tha Conmunists,. Trotshyists. &nd
lndepéndents, all und.er the umbrella of Ju’bla.tt‘s soclalism. |

I._ P.L.0.'s Crucible
Sl S brucible

The Labanese ma.sses wera so definitely winni'ag the ba.t'ble with
the rulers thet the latter "accepted” truces as well as parliamentary
compremises that would alleged.‘l.y cede the people r.t"hta, both politi-
‘ ;cél .and écononic. "hough none of the contenﬂ.ing forces unfolded a
. ba.uneL for tot tal ema.ncipation, no one feared. tha.t Ara.fa.t. would not
. allow & *enuina _revolutionary :orce tcp coma to aner. None seemed
distur‘bed by his ambivalence and limiting tha Palestinian fighting
alongside lbalam Left, dependivg on his am'b:l.tions to get to the Cene-
va Confe:wnce on Palestine &s gole repre enta.tive o:E' 'the Palestinia.ns
Tighting for a state of their. ‘O¥n. Setween the spring and fall, 1975,
no one in Leba.non dou’bted tha.t the issue was Le'banon, and that it
. Noujd nevm: again “be the undisputed stronghold o:E‘ the Christia.n Right
rulers. - . . . '

' "i'\.:n Syria. f:lrst narched in to a.id the Left, 1t wé;é under the-
guiae oi‘ its om. :a.lastinian Army, Saiqa, which, moreover, was sup-
posedl:.r under ’che control of the FLO, Tha.t was not only the view of
-'tra.fa.t, but his erstwhile opponent from the Left, Nyet rla.watmeh,
head oi’ thra Jemocmtic Front for the I.iberatlon of P Iestine (FOLP)
who s0 assured the Lo lionde in a. special 1ntervie uT want 'I:o
make :I.t cloar ..hat the PL4 is under control of the PLO and there
were no re"'ular a-my troons under byrie.n conmand. as claimed u (3)
_So coni‘:l.dent vag: Ara.fat both of- ga.ining,a. whole country as bage
' against Iarael, ‘and for a seat at'a’ new Geneva Conference for a Pal-
estinia.n Sta.te, in the winter, 1975, that he ag following the svents
at the UI! more than the actual developments in Lebanon. Abave the
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machine gun fire in Lebanon vherxe the fraticldal war was continuing,
he wag ordering the PLO representative ai the Ul regaxding the Arab-
sponsored Nesolution on “Zionism Is Raclsm" to "analyze" the Leban-
ese war itself as but a “"conspiracy," a war initisted by "internation-
al Zionisn.” (k) Adaving thus burdened the UN Declaration of & '"Jecade
for thz 3liminetion of Raclam" that was to have been fought egainst
South Africs and Rhodasia, with the "Amendment” that "Zicnism Is
Raeism," he had to face the stertling reality that not only was Syrie
out to cut FIO to slze, but evidently Syria was aided by some Arab
kinzdoms, Saudi Arabia especially, and actually colle.borating with
,r‘hrietian Ribot ruler

Above all ' '-rha.t was gna.t-ring at 211 the people was: 'woild Syria
ha.ve made 50 r.ote.l ‘a U-turn without at least tacit a.g.ceernent 1-r1th
" the U..': A.. ’ m call Aesad. a. "traitor" at this late stige’ wul hazd~ .
.“l.y change the course of the wa.r under Ara.fat'e lee.derehip. The point
’ is where o now tha.t the ‘victories of 1975 are Worse than Py.r:::hic" '

now tha.t ‘the cmmter-revolution ha.e 'been extended. into 19?6 and there
is ZlD encl in sight? N

. ' "‘he leet tragie denouemen'b ms. a.fter a.l"_, preceded 'by eha.rp
:altei;netivee if one vere not Blinded totally ‘by the narrow’ eingle- ‘
issue goe.l of extinction of Israel which is, when all 15 said and
done, the only wifying force of all Arabs, ‘There was, still time in
the Spring of” 1976 to choose’ 'bet!reen Asse.d (who had by now openly
. sent’ i.n tt.e regula.r Syrie.n Army Y stOp the bloodshed, " end Hamal

‘Jum‘ole.tt, uho ‘1ad resi ted Assad's "compmmisee" 23 “the ‘actuil shoring
"up of Chriatian "ug.ht rulere and thus saving them from tha wrath of
the masses In an interview with J..ric Rouleau (5 ) Jumbla.t'b #t111
viewed the future optimietica_lyx o

"Lobanon w1l beconé a la.y state. our Christians w1l end up

by abandoning the iaronite caliphate, the Arab world must be
estornized and rid of an antiquated clericallasm which is keep-
ing it chained dowm." iio then spoke of the future as a "Social-
ist Revublic,” adding:  "Civil iarmey seem stupid today, but

. one day people will rocognize that it opened, the way. to. the

Lebaness ‘;people s, even the whole of the Arab world's 3pi.ritua.l
renalssince," et
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la w1l return to Jum'blatt as tho .,ocialist umbrella of some
ten Left orranizations. ‘{ero what is cruoial 13 that Arafat then
chose, not Jumblatt, but Assa.d, after which he waffled long enough
to have Assad refuse him entrance to .;yria.. Ara.ta.. did manage to
convene an emergency meeting of the Arab League vhere, for once,
he dida't mince 'rrords:

"You, the 20 members of the League, are sithing here elther
in silence, or paying lip-service to the Paléstinians cause
widle the ralestinians- are being slaughtered. Palestinian
blood is cheap to you. . .There are 3,850,000 Palestinians
living in your countries. -You cannot destroy us. I warn you
that if you try you will not get away with it.”

Ve . Pl
7 - i
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. ..If the mplica.tion was supposed to berthat a genuine social rev-
?lution would swgep over.the feudal kingdomo, Arafat-ls more.obtuseé
~than he .has any risht to be to think that that wasn' t precisely the
fear that, suept ;ove,xf- the rulers, and hé_rioe their affinity, not with

: 't,__ho::}i_xa.b'n:asses,..:boy with Chrlstiar_;lRight.op_p_x'essors.. The. Arab-Ig-
raell confrentatlon is the "Bistorting lens " 7 -wlth which to view
what is ha.ppenj.ng in Lebanon, and has rendereo. meaningless the desig- ‘
natlons.of. "Left" ‘and "Right" in all Arab. countries, It is time to
turn avay from all theze narrow pa_.t;.ona.lj.sma,‘ -and see:what it-1s .
that does recognize,. in.theory, what are, clusg: divislons, and ask
§g§i|L9ft.why‘it.ha done nothins*bpt tailend—the PLOY, -

. P . . R N T - . oo
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“ II.- The Stra.nge ﬁmtecadents and Very Narrow l\dtionalisﬂx
: _of the New Left . -

'I‘ho very narroa-r nationalism of ‘the I\ew Left carmot be understooo,
nuch 19.:-3 Loupht, outs:lde *evolutionary intema.tional oontext;, and
the tota.lly contradictory t,,roes of nationalism that emerged -out of
World Wax I.and‘Yorld War IT,' This is ‘die-not alone to different
historic periods, but totally different’ philosophies ‘of revolution.
r‘o aca,demic nonsonse motivated Lenin' s, return to Iegelian dialectics
) _'at the outbreak. of World. Hax -IX, - Aather it wag_the -dialectics of
* liberation at a-time when the batra.yal of the' Second International
“urged - rorkers patriotically to slaughter each other across’ na.tiona.l
‘boundaries,., hat Lenin called "the bacillus" for ‘proletarian: revo-
lutlon came, instead, from the Irish .aster Rebellion, 1916,
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Because Lenin's revolutionary concepts aof, intexnationalism and
the philosophy of natlonal self-determination. as inseggrable, both
preceded and followed the Russian Revo’ution, thera never wvas a tine
when netional liberation was ever reduced to nationalism, as it was
with Stalin once power was won. On the contrary. Lanin B last atrug-
gle against 5talin was, precisely, against Great Russian chauvinism
he displayed in his native Georgia._ As the Georgian COmmunist
Teextsvadze put it: "It is true that Marx wanted the union of the
proletariat of the whole world, but he never claimed that all Rusg-
sians ought to unite &t Tiflis."

Because the ideology of Stalinisnm, i.,e., national Communism
went hand in hand with the first workers' state as it became trans- .
formed into its opposite~-a statexcapitalist society--the replace-
ment of the class struggle by Cold War "anti-Westernism® came’ "ndt-
urally,” and though sides had. changed during the- WAL, narrow naticn-
elism had not. “In'any cass, by-the 1950's,- Stalinism found in 1t-

H

self‘a new afﬁnity with the Ara.‘b Middle Ea.st. W T

"I do not mean to say that what wé“see in the Middle ‘Bast owes
'1t5 origins. to Russia. Mo, it is indigénous: efotigh, The &hcounter |
th stslini'sm 1s noi4we Hatter of "politics meking st¥angs bed-
fellows,” . Tt 'has had’ revolutionary elements not only in‘iis” anti-
Westernism, but positively with the overthrow of Farouk by Nasser
'in 1952, But it alsp is a hytrid. The "end.of ideology" that came

With the defeat of Nazi Germany had a strange new birth.. In 1953, in -

Syria, the Ba' ath (Arab Socialist Renaissance Party) resultﬂd from a
mergex of two groups, one that so hungered to free itself from West~
ern. inperialism that it had participated in the pro-Axis ‘Rishid A1
revolt in Baghdad in 1941, and the other was “svelalisty Indeed, the
first Renpalssance groupi?g)nas headed by Michel Aflaq, who'was in the
Syrian Communist Party, * : S . ;

e Finélly?nLehéndn,3wﬁeré even now there is a greater variety of .
" political’ terdencles than anywherc else in Arab lands, “the Communist
- Paxty of Syria and Lebanon, headed by Xhaled Baddash, antedated the

time Lebanon gained its independence from France in 19%3. From un- .

-derground existance it made its appsarance in the open and kept-up




_its Moscow ties when Bakdash appeareﬁ 2t the 19th Russian Communist
Party Congress, the last (1952) which 3talin attended. Khaled Bakdash,
who is probably undex house arrest In Syrla,.may nnt have had as

muack praise for the Syriah nationalists as he had for Stalin, but he
made it quite clear that the Syrian Cenmunist Party was not really

Crmimanlist; he wanted the country'to be nationalist, not a Communist

Syria. And now when no doubt the Lebanesc Cemmunist Porty is the
largest in any Arab country, its General Soocetary, Georpus 120ui,
stated this June 27: "We don't force our “efofms on the commiry. He
are yeady to talk with all our opponents Includin the Phalangistp,

for patriqvism is not a monopsly of the Left.” (9

And the Mew Left, born in uhe 19603, 50 disdainful +f theory,
(ﬂhich it forovcr thinks it can pick up, "en route"), hes 2 strangc at-
titudo touard inpcrialism.‘ It is as if imporialism were’ ﬂot the .

_'natural ouxgrowth of nononoly capitalisn, but wag a conupiracy, or-
.gani zed bv a singlc imaginary conter, rather as the Nazis used to ro-~
fer “to the Judna*Catholic-Masonic Alliance, or Communists nnder

A Staiin to +hL conspiracy of the TratsPyiqts ‘and Rightiste in loaguo
with uhc inpqrialist sccrct service."”

‘Tt is such an ahtitudc to imperialism, along u*th tho theoretic
vold that has porvaded the Movomﬂnt sinco the death of Lenin that

- has led revoiutlonarics to collude with narrew, nationalien on the
ground that 1t 15 "anti-imperialist" th-ugh puroly nationnliat. Evi--
'dcntly nationalism of tho so—called Thind World is of 1t self rovolu—~
tlonary even when 1t is undor tho banner af a king, 2’ shah, or the
cmirates, Thoroby thcy canonize nationalism though void of . w:rking
class charactcr, as national 1liboration: -

it i;n'; that g} sg is the sole cha ;gg& ;1§§;c of najigg 1 1ib-
_cr"ti on mgvcmentg that rovglutiggarics can gupport. It ig that thg
uorkigg class neture 15 its os usscnce and it i3 that tho revolutisn-

ary’ and 1ntcrnationa1 impaut omnrges from massos in mo ggﬂl

I havo no time ®r tho 014 Left like prosont-day 'I‘rctakyism(n)
that tallends all, ineludi ng tho Arab varioty of Stalinism. What is
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important to noto is the most original derivative of national Com-
muniism--with the most “uninterrupted" r-r-r-revolutionary phrase-

mongoring--keotsm. Yet, with its very first scparate international

devalopment when the Sino-Soviot world was st111 in orbit rather than
4in conflict~-~the 1955 Bandung Conference,
but with global reach, likewise plunged into the Arab Loague lands
“sub-imparialist” onfoldment.

(12)__;45 pure naticnalism

(13)

The point is that, in the present circunstances of purely nat-
tionalist anti-iamperialism with a global xcach (not to mention the
two actusl nuclear globél contenders for single world dominationf—u.s.
and fussia--) we cannot bury our heads in the sand. That not only
blinds you. but also robs you of rovolutionary reason. All it
leavas you with is the narrowness of only ons cnemy——whetnar that

- be Israel—-, oxr Israel's OPPerSiVE nationalism which attempts de~-
.nying the very’ existonce of Palestinian national consciousnass. not
te montlon the right to self-dctcrmination, ox Ghina s obsssslon with
Ruusia =5 enemy No. 1. Our nuclear stata-capitalist world is fax
more dangerous then the old inperialism of endless divisions and re-
divisions of the world by the Big Powers. Once it is nuclearly
armed, the Damocles sword puts into quastion the very survival of
“elvillizat ion as we have known it.

‘ This does not mean that we give up the struggle for seli-deter-

‘mination, Palestinian especially 3714 15 that we do not narrow
our vision of the reveolutionary struggle for a totally different
;;;id} on tiuly new Hunanist foundations, the" first necessity of-
which 1s the unity of philosophy and revolution.

Otherwise, long befoxe "the final day,” we will net only be
ronfrohted with impotent hijacking, to which Dr. Habash's Committes
is already rnvarting, but to such tragic wars as Lebanon, which is
moro agonizing than a repeat of that bloodbath in Jordan in 1970.

Tt ia much lator in the’ day. It includes not only Palestinians, but
Lebanese revolutionaries. And, in the civil war no iess than ten

Left groups aro gathered under Jumblatt's banner.
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Yhen history and theory get into each other's way, and philoso-
phy and revolution get zeparatod, thors 1s no exil Trom counter-revo-
luticnary consequences,

Raya Dunayasvskaya
Detroit, Michigan

(1) Newsweek, August 23, 1976.

(2) In‘this instance the Rejection: Front is not yet the one related
to the Sinai Asreement, which was nob to take place tiil September,
bit to negotiations with Israel, and any idea for a Palestinian State
ont of tho West Bank and Sinai, e

_ (3) e interview, “"At last a real cease-flire;" by Frances Cornu was
*": published in the Le Monde section (dated  1/25/76), of The Marithester -
Guardian, dated 2/1776. - = - - . - . C
(8), Sce Political-Philesophic: Letter Mo, 1. T
(5} 1, Rouleau also holds that "Assad's Calculated Risk"--the inva- ,
slon of Lebanon;--would not" have been ufidertaken without conshltation -
with the U.S.A. Hanchester Cuardisn, Juned-5/76:1in Le Monde section.

(6) ' ‘The zeport of 'the olosed saskich’ was évidently made to Hemry -~
Tarmer by ‘an Ardb sourde, New Yok Times,7/34/76. cee

(7) "Lebanon: " The Insane: Waz," by James M. Harkham, New York Times

“lagadtne, ‘August 15, 1976, .

7'(8) "See toth "Mme Arab Soctalist Hovement,” by Genran “Majdalany &
leading theoretician of Da'ath, #nd "Syria:- Nationalism &nd Commu-
nism,” by Y, 2, Laqueur, as well as a’ Soviet View, "The.Growth-of

* Naticnal Consclousness Among Arab Peovles, 1945-1955," in The Middle
East in Txansition, by Walter A, Lagueur. Though the materdal is
dated, 1958, 1t contains.a substantial vartety of views. . .

(9) This quote is from a vevlew of Fred Halliday's new work, Ardbiz
without Sultans, in New Loft Review, #95, 1-2/76, by Maxime Rodinson,
Nearly any work by this great scholar will give the reader the.uost
comprehensive view possible on the lilddle Fast.

(10) Frantz Fanon was profoundly conscious of the. contradictory types
of natlonalisn facing the African revolutions. See sspecially the
chapter, "The Pitfalls of Matlonal Consclousness,” in The Wretched of
The Farth. Rosa Luxemburg, who hardly had any sympathy for the
Wational Question," being totally absorbed in internationalism, did,
however, profoundly grasp impexrialism's oppressive domination of non-
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capitalist lands: "Though imperialism is the historic method of
rrolonging the career of capitalism, it is also 2 sure means of bring-
ing 11 to a swift conclusion,” (Aﬂcwnula.tion of Capital.)

(11) That pmsent-day Trotskyism flies in the face of the Trotsky
legzacy both historlcally and theovetically, I have shown in Political-
Philosophic Letter No. 1. The latest developments on Lebanon and
Israel further expand their opportunigp. See especlally the inter-
view with a Lebanese Trotskyist in Parls, Intercontinéatal Press,

?7/28/75, as well as the latest issue on Isxzel. ZAugust » 197 76)

(12) An 1nteresting new view is in Isracl, tho .
Korean Uar and, China. by Iuchael Brechar, Jerusalem Academic Press.

, (13) The qxpression regard.ing I'.':an, 13 Fred Halliday 8 in Ara.‘bia.

without aultans. See footnote 9.

{3%) See Neam Chomsky, in New Politics, Winter, 1976. Alsc Israel

and the Palestineins: A Diffevent Tsrxael) View, and the endless
PI0 otatements. The Left's authentic representative, the head of
thé Lobanese-Arab army, Ahmen al-fhatib, who has always been Al .Fa-~
tah, comp_lainod.l "It is difficudt to nake a revolution in Lelanon;
there 1z too much monoy around." The trouble is that oil money
and not only from "left" Ira.q_ and. Libya. but also from Saudi-Arabls
ba.nho"_ls the PLO .
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June B, 1967

Til ARAB-ISRAELL COLLISION, THE WORLD POWERS,
AML THE STRUGGLE FOR THE MINDS OF MEN

Drax Friendsy

Mo deseriptlon of events In the Middle East can possibly keep pace with the
Zarzagtically rapid chenges since the outbresk of the Arab-lsracll war just four days
are. Tnis fact, hovever, does not invalidate the need for an analvels which wauld .
plac: the immadiate situstion in its proper historic and theoretic context. Quite tue
cuntyaryy there is no other way comprehensively to view the Arab-Israell collision.
Uil the June 5th threugh 7th Isracli blitzkricg didn't just fall from the skies,
ne'ther did Egypt's May 18th request for the removal of the UN Emergency Foure £Inm Fhe
Si1ai, followad on the 22nd by the declaration of a blockede of the Gulf of Aqaba.Lo
1sraali shipping and the threat of "toczl war', “annihilation® of Tsrael if it embdavhed
on any fzggressiaﬂ“ to change the foir secomoli, the\new f'aratus quo;ﬁ

The Arsb statcs called this unholy mess a {ihagd (Holy War), Russie and Chira
curistened it "a nationsl liberstion struggle from Western imperislism,™ Although the

‘Cormsst attitude to the Middle East has nothing whatever to'do with ideotogy, and ' .-
evirything to do with oil, streteglc outlats to seas and "apheres of influence®; Thege, -
2% well as the actions of the Arasb states asd Iarael, have o history, the history of
the 20 vears since the creatlion of the state of Isrpel. All politics in the Middie

Exst seem to begin with that siagle historic fact, Let us see whether this 'is sc.

I Tsrael: The Realitwy and the Iécolonical Strugglés

There 15 no doubt thot a.mew dimension. surged up with the creatlon, In 1943,
of the state of Israel in the Middle Eagt, whsse politics had heretofore been dominalied
by Oil, Alrthough'the feec i3 now conveniantly foraetten, it wss the anti-imperislizt
siruggle of the Palestinian Jews that so gverwhelaoed the young, then unknowm, COIOQ*‘
‘Marser, who had come to sign the pact ending the Arb-Ierseli. war, that, instead of
dwglling on fhe armistiseterms, he was plying the Jews with questions as’'to Just how
the outgunned, ‘outmarmad force could heve overcdome British- occupation. i o

_ 'To what exteat, {f any ! , the struggle for freedom of the Jewish masses
afiacted the philosophy of revolution that Nasser was to develop for the liberation
struggle he was to lsunch ogainst both Forcuk and Western imperialism, i5 nnt important.

. What is important is that in the decade of 1947-56 Nasser gave priority, not to the
“destruction" of lsrael, or "the liberation of Polestine from Jewish occupecion” but
"to liborate Egypr" 2 and put an end to "the englavement of the people by the im--
perialisms and their lackays, the Egyptian feudal lords and politicians." FEver
during the Suez War, when he certainly began to give priority to the question of Israel,
his viaws were not as single-minded na thosme of his "Arnb brothers" -- either as ax«

pressed by the bastard soccialism called Batathd in Syria, or by the reactlonsTy monarchy
in Saud! Aravia, )

At first sign, it may have appeared that the achievement ol Arab unlty in the
—-month_of_Mayproved™ the.totelity-of ‘the opposition-of the Arab-masses.-to the very
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evisience of lsrael -- as everyone (though for verv opposite reasens), from th Acab
ruling classes tu the Communists, and from bourgeois journolists to the Trntclyiscs,
aonterds, In actunlity, the restlessnass of the Arab masses wac Jue to digsaticfac.
ticn with their own conditions of 1ife and labow, with the incompletion of theix
ravolutions, bogun two cecades ago, that still have not made a serious dent in cadinn
their povercy®, Originally, Nassar himoe!f was consclous of chis, Originolly, rhat
iz to say, in the early 1960's as agpinst 1967, Nasser attempted limited revolutions
{a the feudal kingdoms. Because of this he was taunted recently both by radio Amann
nad Seudi srabin, thust™here was he (Nasser) when the Jews were attacking his #rab
brethren? ... Mascer prefers to hide behind the protective screen of the United Natinas
Emcrgenty Force... Mestwhile he bombs and pours poison gas o the Arabs of Yemau."

I da not mesn to say shat elther Nasser or the Arab masses are full of love
for lsreel. Qulte the contrary. Nor is it only the Arabs whom Israecl has expelled
and who live in ungpeskable misery in taefvr lemelzss refugee comps who hove cavse o
hate Isrcel. The closs relations 1w Isrocl ore cxactly whet they ore in any capitel-

ist country -- exploitative. And as in any copltalist country, minorities -~ in fhis

_case, the Arabs who live in Israel -- rre discriminsted agajust both in labor and ar

patitics, Bg;_;hgﬂgdggignJu;;hig_ﬁisug;1on is_by the wmasses themgelves, Jews and
Azabs, in clsss srtrupple actlomns, And not through outside crtacks by countries ranging

‘from those vho experienced some revolutlonary chonge like Egypt to monarchies and

shiekdoms tike Kuualt, Saudi Arabin, Libya, No motter bow shrill the yoice, or adreit
the arsument, Communist Russic snd Chinn must mot be narmitted te sweceed in cheiv
otigmpts to christen these feudal kingdoms as "freedom-loving, peace-loving nations,"

Parbeh BB TR LR AL S = oA B LU S e e

What 1 ¢o mean to say is that the struggle of Egypt against Isramel hagi’t
baen contimious and unvarying for the very good reason that Nasser was imvolved ,
move thes the rulors of the other Arnb countries, in political revolutioms, in deeen
ing tie one in his oun iend both through esgricultural reform, and some industrializa-
tion, building the High Aswom Dam, and iln “sncislization”, i.e., natienalization. _LL:

.w4s_only wvhen this palitize]l pedelution dide't enlve mableps that only o soglal Teyor

lution san nvergomes only when he got bopsod down in trying to_holp vevolutions gat
started in othexr Arab lands; and only Secause ha_is not _about to compiete the roveiu-
tions begun (whieh, In any case, only the mosses can do -~ against him), that Nagscr
declided Cinolly to 1cad the fight for "extinction of Israel."

Igrael has ns much right to exist -as sny other country. Its ripght to exist.
ence is the only issue on which Morxist-Humenists express themselves positively. On
isrues other than thnt of self-determinstion, it goes without saying, Marmist-Humanist:
tate no sides in disputes between nations, nor compromise their revolutionary positien
for n totally new society based on human, not class, foundations,

To try to tvansform the concrete question of Isreel inte mome “universal® --
whether it be rooted in 2000 years of the irreconcilebly different tales of the 0ld
Testament, the New Tostoment, and the Qu'oran, or in the 20-ycar postwer history simce
the establishment of Israel -- is.to f£ail to see the most obvious facts: neither the
bibllcal tales nor the postwsr period tell sn wnvarying “universal® story. The
Middle East has been the crossroads of mony civilizations and the point of origin of
ot lcast three religions, none of which drove the others inte the sea. The Roman Empia
which sttemprod totat annihilation of its opponents, only brought about its ouwn disine
tegration. The Middle Bast, in modorn times -~ specifically im Palestine, apecificelly
in the mid.-1940%s - Baw at lcast two occasions in which Jfews and Arch collaborated ia
thoe duive agaiust British imperialiar.

-
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Whatever were or weren't Zioniam's achievements since Thoodnre Herzl in tha
.. 153rh-contury theorized about s "Jewish homaland® » the Israe!l thnt wns created wra

rot established until esfter the Jewish mosues launched into an anti-imperinlist stvuprle
va their own, disvegarding the promises of British imperinlism co Zionist lecders whom
Loy foublecrocaed (just o3 they doublecrossed the Arabs),. This wos ofter MNozism's
neiempred "Einal solution of the Jewish question" in the nvens of Dachau and Bucharwe.d
rrul Austhwitz brought mpsses of non-Zionist Jews to Polestine bacause no other country,
tncluding the Uniced States, would gilve tham refupe. And it was after both the hercic
r2if-sctivity of the Jewish mosses and world opinion forced the UN, 1mcludine Russia,
cu reccanize realiry, ‘ ' : .

To try to divert from this concrete reality to some "gemeral theary",cs cona
radicals ore trying to do when tney mix in the brew of "the imperiniisc nsture of
Zionisn™ in any discussion of the "Joewish Quastion” is, if not a cover-up for anti-
Semitism, surely the mnst opoortunistlc excuse for not facing reality with all its
comi.lications. It is true that sore of the German Trotskyists wh> come ¢o Palestine
ind tried o work for salidarity between Jews rnd Arrbs, were so disgusted with the
setjous of the Zionisks thot they left Polestine in disgust. But it is equally trug -
rnd thig fact they do noc tell «- that, like Zionism, Islamism too made it .imposeible
to cchieve this solidarity, This, precisely, is the trngedy of today's war, 1Lt is
sbsclutely erimiual to act as if only the Jewish masses need to overthrow thelr rutias
tlass but the ‘Arob mossés are with their ruling classes, who are presently designated
ua “the progressive forees," ' -

il Peaping the Whirlwind: State Capitslism, the Two Camo Theory sand Anti-Semitiso -

Fnr wvhatever purposes the original legend was’ invented that Stalin signed
the 1948 UN Resolution recognizing Tsrael in n "4t of forgetfulness", th? ctruth iz
thot Stalin couid-‘then 411 offord to show hig globnl ambitinns or his thirsi for Azab

oll aud putiets to the Mediterranean, much less his anti-Scmitism.

1948 was not, ofter all, 1939. The decade that geparates the twc dates sow
20 milljon Rugelans die in the wor with Nezi Germeny which the Witler-Scalin Fact wus
supposed Lo have prevented, Nor could Stalin, in the postwar pericd, de in the
Midale Erst what he had done in Europe -- undermine every revolutionary situocicn wvhich
might have brought the. proletariat to state povwer independently of the Red Army. lie
cquld not siop the self-sctivity of the Jewlsh mosses that had so capgnt the Imaginrtice
of the world,, Under,thé circumstances, the poiht wos how to be oble:ts usc that situ-
ction for his own needa to fight agninst the new infusion of capitalistic blaod (wia
the Mazshall Plan) into shattered Western Europe. Far from having signed tha 1948
UN Resolution recognizing larael in a "Eit of abgent-mindedness®, Stolin sigaed with
eyes wide open and fully prepared to use this recognition of freedom-fighters in
order to help him continue his strangle hold on the Communist Parties in Europe.

) Stalin died in 1953 and Russin's "Great Breakthrough” -- via & Czecheslovak

erms deal with the Arob states -- come in 1955, Whether named Malenkov, Khrushohev,

ar Brezhnev-Kosygin, Stalin's heirs followed the same class collsborationist line with

their embrace of the Arab world and tholr shrill voices analnst "eriminal aggression

by Isrnel™ as Stalin did when he embraced lsroel and spoke, instead, against Middle

East “feudaliam." For the continuity of stotcecopitallsm is not changed by the changes

in "tactics", Stalin hnd long since recuced soeiclism to "wationalized property", or,
~mere preclisely, a mere adolnistrative formula for production for produrtinn’s soke,

-
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cver as he hod perverted the internationalism of Morxism, or world revalution, inta
the nationoliam of Rusrian Communism.

Where Stoalin's "“socislism in one countey" mennt tronsforming the Cormuni st
br rries of “Eht worle intn mere outpnsts of Russaiats foreian policies, Khrug hchev s
"dLQtalin'zntion" nnd_xeconnition of "orher paths to socialism™ menmt_opening 1 tho docrs
vide to the "neutys]l counrzies” \ -~ _sq._long only as they nlizned themselves_sath Bussis
apaingt Western jmperislism.  In turn, Russian Communism spelled out its anti- Zionisn._
w8 unti-lsrnel. -

lt is Senlin who sct the foundations when, in place of the closs strumple, h»
rod declered that the whole postwar world wes now divided into but two comps? his,
which he called “sociaiist™, and "the others*, which he crlled imperinlise. Mpreov.r,
the ‘very specifics of onci-Semitism were spelled out by him. The anti-Semitism of
wussian Communism crme to the surfree in the lsst years of Stotin's 1ife not-alone
pezause of lsrsel, but, asbove nll, becruse he bed to contend with the true internat’on-
~lism of Russla's returning soldiers - workers, peasants and intellcetusls «. who led
=¢2 N 'the West® and now nsked what is so different ahout Russisn Communism. Whareupen
Yealin discovercd that the new "enemy" wes “Zionism", the Yrontless cosmopolitens™. !
Everyoue -- frem the Jewish doctors ‘whem he was plotting to fiome in Russia, te the
Lrmgunist leader Slansky in Czechoslovokia -- were nll accused of being either “-nnr-
iess cosmopolitana', or “Zionists", and very often both. :

On Lhis question there was a snontantous ngfini:y of ideas between Russing

Comzenjsm and "Arab socialism," As we wrote in 19617 : "The checkered vole of the sc-
called revelutionaries can he seen among the Middle East socialists. Thus the Arab
Srcielist Renalssance Party, Ba'ath, crmc sbout 4s 2 union of two seperate factions ia
1953, The history of hoth these groups gors back to the early 19407's; they were prr-
fescigt. Two of its present Ieaders -~ Aqram Hourani and Colonel Afif cl-Bizra --
took part in the abortive prosAxis Rashid Ali revolt in Baghdad'in 1941, One of ‘thuee
~roups was originaily headed by Michel Aflaz, a leading member of the Syrian Comaunis™ -
Tarty.. When the Axis failed, they shifted sides. One must remembex that the working
wmen's total disillusionment with private coapitclism was so complete that even Fascisn
ealled itself nationel socialism; This basterd socialism ia what characterized Peron's
arzentine and now characterized the Middle East.™

HNeedless to say, anti-Semitism was not the only point of affinity. Russian
ztace-capitalism that eslls itself Communist has its greatest point of attraction for
the Middie East because statification can be done from above whereas revolulions can-
not; because induscrialization demands a preac deal of sweated labor and “socialist”
idcology hopes to exact it where private capitalism con_no longer do soj’ nnd, above
#11. because it holds_out tn be the "wanguard" (which was supposed to stand for the
prole tarist but then got reduced to “the Party" and further degraded to "cducntnd
revolutinnaries, military and ctvil"dto become the ruling class.

This attitude to the mnsses, proletarian and peasant - thet their job is
to work and work hardey -- has led to the disillusionment with political rcvolutions,
whether they occurred in Asis under Caommunist leadership, ov in Africa and the Middle
Fast under nutionalist lesders, The warp and woof of Nasser's Philosophy of Revolution,
from the stiart, was indication cneugh of how the revolution would stop halfway. It
could not go beyond the first steps whon made from above, but continue on {ts class
coliaberationist path with both capitalists and feudrl potentatas. Here {s how Nasser
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deseribed the masres on the day of revolution! "The spark had been strock, the van-
rusrd (Axmy) had teken che fortress by storm; we were walting only fer the hallowed
rzrch of the masses ..., Crowds witheout end were flocking arcund. Brt how different
vas the reality from ouy illusions! The masses were divided ond disordered ... We
nesded unity and discord had ariser in our weke. We needed z:al and ardour, but iq
thase masses we found sioth 2al ineriia, It is agsines th?ﬂf things that the Ravoiu-
cion set up lrg slogan of ! Union, Liscipline, ¢ag Work.'w'C

Without & comprehension of this warped philosophy of revolution it is impus-
#ihle to underscend the presenc lognsse  in the Avab hiddle East, the compulsion to
go trow dncompleted revslutions inie anti-Semitiz adverlures and Ytaking sides™ with
orz rr the cther of the nwo ruclear giants out for sirgie werid domination. Nor i3 ic .
pessible fully to understend the impirative nature of a theery of literaticn as incagen
te sny strugzle, withcut which, in .1ct, the struagle is bound to be but a halfway
house between the old soziety just cverthrown and a totolly new seciety.

4rab secisliem may delude itself that, by alizning with Russia and China._it
iecomez Yohe venguard" of the struggle against Vestern imperialism. DBut the truth is
that it thareby tesomes anly a pawn in.the struggic booween Unlted States and Russia
fur world dominacion, ifere specifically, it leans on the coliuslen of the oil-preduc-
ing monarchizal countries with Western imperialism for private profit and anti-Samitisa

2t the one hand, and on the other hand, with Russian Ccmmnism for spheres of influ-
zrce and, again, anti-Semitism, ‘ : : ’

LII. Short Cuts to Revoiution?

Whethar the maneuvers by the giant global powars in the UN presently arc
antuzl preparatory steps to World War ITI, or merely to "save face", the truth is tharv
Russia did not come to the sid of the Arab countries any more than did the United )

. Stares, desplte the Eisenhower Doctrine, come to the aid of Israel. Marxist-Yumanists
cinqot, allow themselves to be drawn inte the criminal mancuvers of either Big Powers
ov little power politics. What does o wcarn us is how to utilize the events In che
“iddle East, what they all over again ruveaslad about global conflict. amorg the Big

" Povers, and also what they revealed abcut the frilure of the struggle for the minds of
Tr—-men—n-the. {reedom movements themselves. .

The enti-Vietnam war moversnt has suffered enough by sticking so clasely to
the pragmatic that it gave the impression that its principled anti-U.S. imperialism
struggle was nevertheless "for" Russia and China. The point is now tc see that che
movement stands for one thing and ome thing enly -- total liberatien of Vietnam, which
begirs with the self-determination of Vietnam, frae from all Big Fowars. 'Lf we are to
avpid divisions within that anti-war struggle on che basis of the Middle East ewents,
what oust. concern us is thet the movemcnt is not drawn itto taking "the progressive
cause" and thus fails tc reveal the giobal struggle and both sides' compulsion toward
A nuclesr Gottsdamerung. Vietnom hes brought us close encugh to that holeceust,

The tregedy of the present situncien, insofar as those wha profess Marxisa
is conderned, is this: juat wher the frucdom movements rhould be most coasrete, thay
lepse into "general thesry", end just whern they must hold fercth a universal, & vision
of the new society on totally new begianirgs, they suddenly demand "caking ®ides" with
Communist state-capitalism "because® it is against Western imperialism,

Just_when freedom fighters should be concerned with how to unite theory and
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practice -- 2 practice that involves us in freedom movements, bz they civil rights,
laber, the right of sclf-determinacion, and anti-war strugzles -- in a way that would
12aC to revolution ang “the day after" so chat we have no mere soured revolutions, that
‘3 just when they begin to turn awny from the concrete that would be tha expression o
vhe univarsal.

Take anti-Semitism » 9gain, We have the fantéstic situation of o Trotekyine
{aan though he supposedly speaks “in & personal capacity"!l he is a leader) proclaining:
"This is not an ordinary conflict between two nations. Therefore it is not erough (¢
call for 'Coexisterce based on mutusl recognition of just national rights of two
penplas, ' Furthermore, reference to Arabs is alvays to "progressive forces" withont
2 single word of the concrete reality in the fewdal monerchies. When speaking, hauever
of Isvael, it is always of "Western imperinitsn.® Nevertheless, conditians get “evrnud

ous" by calling for "an ceconomic and political union of the Middle East, on the basis
of rocialism": . -

Then thare is a Cuban military expert -- one Ceptain Jorge Enrique Meadoza --
wbo assures the Cuban masses that the Arab-Isrocli war is "noc a race war! but that tie
lightaing military Isveeli victory wis due to Ysupport by Amarican imperialism" and
the Lsraeli army being "commanded by Nazis™. To which ChinAa, of eourse, adds that the
Arabs vere "betrayed by Russian revisionism,® . ' .

To get away from the immediate conflict for the mement (because chis,too, in-
volves anti-Semitism} I would like to relate one discussion I held in Ghena with &
trade union leader, Mr, Magnus~Georga., I had everyvwhere spoken against Hqssgrice anti-
Seanitism being Zceepted by the African national revoluticnary leaders for obviously
oppertunistie reasons,  There was no anti-Szmitism of any sort among the Wast Afrlcqn
rastes since tha Middle Eastern peoples -- Syriean, Lebanese, etec. ~«-hold the posititn
in West Africa that the Jew holds elsewhrre, as small merchants, the middlemen who add
thair squeeze on the migses ekploited by imperlalism. ~Yet, for some abstract "African
unity", one moure Afro-Asian solidarity conference had been held and Nkrumah had voted
with Masser on the Resolution about Israecl beiﬁg an Ynutpost of Western imperialism.f‘
Mr, Magnus-George repeated the standard reply thet Ghann was. nd opposed to tlie Jows or
to lsvael, but only to "Ziontsm." To prove his point he showed me'a special issue of
Chkana Times, I said: Fine, I believe you.. Israeli help in agrizulture and other
prajects in Israel and scholarships for Africans i accepted by you precisely becanse

- yeud ere not anti-Semitic.. But 'l do not accept the fact that signing Nasser's Resolu-
tion doesn’t mean what it stares. The conseguences of a line are the same whether
nng "means tt or not, -

It wasn't Israel the African states veri hurting by these Resolutions. They
were herming the Afriean Revolutions. Piaying b&: polifies only led to constant di-
version from the needed deepening of their own revolutions, diversion from belng with
the.African masses in the unfurling in full of the banner of Marxist-Humanism. This
is not the place to analyze how such politics aidedf\not nfrican unity, bui Western
imperialism and the natjve military to teke over power. But one thing must be asserted
unequivocally: the tragedy of both the national revolutions and professed Marxism iu
this locking for shortcuts to revolution, in theéory and militarily, ng if guerrila war
15 the universal substitute for proletrrian revaolution. :

Thus, Che Guevara vecently ended his silence in order to come out with & uew
slogan about "needing more Vietnams”. He may have meant national liberation struggles
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tpainst not only American imperialism but any that would eircumscribe the self-doter-
mination of oppressed peoples, It is, however, no sccident that Mao's China came out
with precisely the same slogan and did not mean that, The very opposite is the crse.
Mro meant any military actions chat would slow down "American imperialism and Dussian
revicionism," Such sctions, conductad with"™ap's Thought" in hand, havegiycluded the
cless-collaboretionism which led to the monumental dizaster in Lndonesia, the overly
hurried nature of forgetting all abuut Ben Bella in order te conwens the confarence
azninse Russian revisionsim in Algersis the very week of Boumedienre®s coup. Fresentlw
such ections include conducting politice, in gﬂg_gpt n‘ i:he UN, which would preyent ~ny
Perge dun the Middle East, and scoke vp the £ires of ‘the Jelusions of "Arab socialjsm®
for the destruction of Tsrael -- iu .ho lurther huve tha— Amoricen i intervention, gan
Einally be provoked nnd 8 sacend  Zrant" be ccaned azainst US imoerialism bogged doun
in Vietnan,

Finally, there not only 1s not ¢ word about the internal sitvatien in che
Arab countries aanng ail those who rise to the defense of "Arab socialism", but thera
is also not a sinple word on the question that when the Czech arms deal was fizst ne-
goriated with Sgypt ard Syria , it, too, had its "political strings', as witness their
stlence on the Hungerian Ravelution. If even we laave out the affinity of idess on
anti-Semitism , there i{s the affinicy of state-c apitclism and the admiration for the,
JEputnik which most assuredly meant more to the Middle Eamat than 4id the Humanism of
tae flungarian revolutionaries. The point is that the' 1mpasse on revolutions ia the
Middle East, Arab and Jewish alike, can under no circumstancas be resolved, except
when theory and practize do unite for total freedom, when internstionalism does re-
Tloce natjonaliem, end when the masses, and not some shortcut ke the “vanguard”,
do have power in their ahnds. In a word, the struggle for the minds of men, as the
gtruggle for freedom itself, makes of the question "why philosophy? why now?® not an
zeademic questien but onc of life and death. It alone will distinguish us both from
the ruling classes in each country and the feliow travellers who feel that "taking
sides” with the "progressive forces™ a agalinst Western iﬂperi lism must take precedencsa
ovaer unfurling th’ banner of Marxist. Homanism, .

~= RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

Funtnotess ] ‘ ' . .

1. Comnunisrs, in this case especially the Chinese, try to say that everything in the
underdeveloped world begap with the Brudung Conference in 1955, There is no doubt
‘that wome of Nasser's vleﬁgﬂgfter his 1452 coup and after his development of c '"philo-
sovhy" in 1954, but this could as easily be reversed. . That is to say, it is easy to
show that the nationalist features and the grenter opportunism in Communism arose f£rom
jts encounter with Asian-Middle East nationalisms. See The Asian-African Coaference,
Pancung, Aprilt, 1955, by George McKahin (Cornmell Univ. Press, 1956)., Also che an-
thology, The Middle East in Tyensition, edited by Walter Z. Laqueor {Praeger, 1958).

2. Gamel Abdul Masser, Speech, Dec. 31, 1952, quoted in The Idenlogv of the Egyotisn
Revolution by Jean Vigneau,

3. It isn't only Ba‘ath, discussed later in our Letter, that shows its peculisr origin.
So does the Communist Party there, which emerged from illegality in 1954, dropped cven
its agrarian demands so closely did it follow a "national front" line and so eagerly
¢id it replace the class struggle with mere anti-Westernism, including anti«Semit{sm.
Its leader, Kiiled Bakdash, declared: "Syria is Arab nationalist, nct Communist, and
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will remain so' and, appealing to “all four classes" the 955 Commnist Party Munifoste
declared ivs main aim to be simply "to unite all those who oppose the Pact of Baghued.'
(Sce The Soviet Union and the Middle East by Walter Z. Laqueur (Praeger, i959) To
this day, the closest ties of Russia are with Syria.

4, For background and yet a falrly comprehensive view of the situation, see Nagzer's
Eavpt by Peter Mansfield (Penguin African Library, 1965). Though 4 quite sympaihe.ic
scsount of Nesser's revolution, Mansfielé does feel it necessary to conclude thus:
“But heving set the puce, Egypt has to skow that it can arrive ,., it also has to show
that it can emerge from socisnl and ecownmic baclunydness tn the statua of & Aevalgnid
mation, If it does, the Egyptian 1952 revolution will he a seminal event of the 20th

century. If it does not, Nasserism will leave as little impression on the world &3
itaiian fascism.” - . )

5. See The Origins of Israel by Sir Isaiah Beriin (included in Middle East in Transi-

The Militant, June 5, 1967
7. The "rootless cosmopolitans" was & reference also to the Varga debate on postwar
espitalism’s ability to plan, Seec the chapter, "Stalin" in Marxism and Freedom. ALSC
tere-Capitalism and Marx's Humaniam, a News & Letters publication. i

8. Yeekiy Political Levter:"The Syrian Revolﬁ,-The Cold War' in the Middle East,"Oct, !
1961, . : oL

9. The axpression is contained in Resolutions of the Sixth National Conferesce cf the
Bo'ach Porrv, included in Netionalism and Revclution in the Arab World by Hisham B,
-Sharabi (D, Van Npserand Co., Princaton, N.J., t966). . == 7. :

10. Philosophy of Revolution by Gamel Abenl Niisger PR Lo '

11. The Militant, Junc 5, 1967 has a most confusing statement which is supposed to be
&n Isvaali Soctalist Appeal, bub it is delivercd by o Belgwm to o meeting of Palestin
iar Muslim Studenns. There is, of course, a Communist Pacty in Isreel that dces have
suth a positivn. and the Trotsky ists base themselves on 8 similsr position, suited
only te the Americen Trotawyists who go through the paces of at least standing for
"selfsdecermination®,. .See.Editordial in Tha Militant, May 29, 1967,




Antt-Semitism, Anti-Revelut ion, Anti-Philosephy

U.5. AVD RUSSIA ENTER MIDILE EAST COCKPIT

By Rayn Dunayeveskaya

The berbaric act of henging 14 men from theoir necks in the publi
cquare in Baghdad has rivetted attention, not so mueh on the alleped
"Israeli spies," ag on the degeneracy of the It revolution. A decade
480 it eeered to herald a new world. Todsy it has nothing to hang on to,
except enmity to Isrnel. And even tlh's "unifying force" failed to unify
whe Areb wordd, ’ .

IRAQ, EGYPY, AWD NTXON TOO .- -

) The present Irag government, the newest in & series of militery
coupz and countor~coupa, ewbarkad upon the “aizcovery of Israeli opy ringst
soun after it came to power "o cluan up corrurtion.” Obviously it waz
horder to achieve clenn government than to unleash. propaganda against *he
rezaining 2,500 Jews in the country whkom 1t promptly decignated as "Fifth
Lolumndsts,!  Altliough other Arab countrien, especiclly Egypt end Syria,,
cuspected the virulent anti-Somitism was but a coverup ‘to move against
"Arab ooeialiste," they at first could say little egainst the military
Junta lieaded by Geneval Abmad Hasson el-Bakr because they themselves keld
most adult Jewlsh meles in prisens, and £ind anti-Tarnel propagande almost
the only wnifying cement of theiyr crisis-ridden countrics. '

Aftor two months of Minterwogotions" and trials, however, one
former high officlal of the Iraq Government, a left Ba'aihist, was de-
clared dead "while undergoing interrcpetion," Others, still held in jeil, .
are feured to be among those marzed f:r future rangivgs. Even foreign
iplometo were rot cxompt from wizicot Slyrsieal attacks, Indeed, on the
very day of the hengivg of "Jrrnoi ~ples,™ a Syrian diplomat was woundcd
on a girect in Baghand. . ‘ T '

The last straw, insofer as Egypt was concerned, was thrown by al-Bazkr,
& notorious anti-Hasserist, when he domanded thet the Arcb press laud nis
cetions Yfor the Arab cause." The mnin Egyptian daily wrote that the gory
opecitnele was "not a heart-warming sight nor is it the occasion for orgen- -
izing = festival and issulng invitaticns."

Congider, then, the sensitivity of the new Nixon Administration
which armounced thaot the President wes looking for Ynew epproaches" to
the 1iddlec East turmoil "inaulatud from decisions on the wntidy rush of
cvants in Irag." 411 this is preperatory to plunging into a “Big Four!
conference which will etteupt to irpose peace” on the Middle Fasi without
either Arab or Israeli having a say in the detormination of their own fato.
It is not herd to imagine the "ok jeetivity™ which will result from his
Waoternizntion of the Viddle Tust crisia,
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T™C OF A KIiD: FGSSILa AD WHE U.S.

Ruosie stood altogethor mute during the savare oxesutionz. No
doubt, part of the rewson ig the spontancouo cffinity 2t fecls for Iragul .
r__:*.-nc_ tdiom.  Bui tiet ia only port of the story, A more inportant
rensoit for the lack of criticism, ot a time when Egypt ond Syria 4id attack
thu honpings, is the orientotion of the Irg military junte's questioning
of the f_,rr'.m.i'w of coreessiens by tie formor adminristration to Fronce 10
ev.ploit 10,000 cqupre kilomueters of Iraq torrizory for cil dovelopment.
Fuguin's intcrrz :t in the sowe projoet overshadows the inclination to go
rlon; with Tie Gavlle's proponal for "Micile Taot peace," or to linec up
with "Arub ::.oc..:ll-st.... ‘

Outwaighing both eonciderations iz fhc pos ibility of the U.S,-
Runsia 'rlc-ton+:~" that 42 to goy, U.S, ricogniition that Russia is in the
- Fiddle East to szi~y. '

Thig doccu't momn thnt Mixern ie salking into o "irap," On the com
trary. Precisely toeotuse the V.S, éoct sec furtier hussian expunsicn in
that sirategic nroe os signifying o zhift in the world balence of power,
it is arotious o re-establish 1;.~ c"f:. role in the Arab Middle East beforo
e confrontaticn with Ruasin, The U.§. secs as one with Russia —— 1iitle
powers must uet be allowed to sct tue time Por the nuelear titans, ever if
it is tho livez of the little ones thot are at sinle.. In a word, the cee-
alikes conglder the Kiddle Hast en exene for = world power ctruggle, not
for an Arcb-Isreeli confrontation "ahead of time."

Before the Arab-Isrzeli War in 1967, when both Rusaia and the U.S.
thougiit they could control thoir Mspheres of influence,” the two super-
rosers covld disregard the Froneh proposel for a "Big Four! conference.
They now kmow differently. Honee the present readinens %2 accept the
Junior partnerships of Franee and Britain ond even ko, "world body; the
UE" %2 dictate "a settlement.” .

The stoge is ell set for tho decl. The subsiitute actors arc in
their rospective ploces, But vhnt whout the resl actors, the peuplos
vhose lives cro at steke? What kzs hoppened to that now, tixird werld
thnt it can now be igtored?

THZ ARAE REVOLUTIONS . :

. Therc was & time whcn gettrm' rid of Wectern dmpericlism cnd in-
terral feudelicu in the Arub Fiddle Zaot took priority over anrity teo
Isrcel, It le ftruc thot the setting up of the independent etate of Isreal
in what vias Tormcrly Palestine brousht cbout the first Arab-Israoli war.
But the very success of Pnlestine's {roedom frem Briiish imperialiszn sot
ie povion truly independent Arab netionul revolutions. 4 dimension other
thon oil, a new hwin dimension — Iroedom —- cntered the Niddle Eaot.

By 1053, whon the Irng revelutisa overthrow the Hasheaidte wmonarcky,
tho wholo Dulles stratemy of anti-raiiecncl roveluticns, for a new type of
colonialism, i the ereation uf L2090, a cuphcmism for American imperialism,
fail opart. By kmocelyy the &g out From under nco-coloninlism in thoe
¥idéle Eact, 13 beeame possibie 1o Start on an independont roed.

Ircqul nntionnlion refuuecd also to follew elther Nassorism or the
bastard soeinlism enlled thwe Ja'atn Party* in Cyris. Az ogninst the
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tendoney to single party rule, Xassin, vho heuded the first republie of

Irng, allowed the astiv ties of political perties, froam modermte ic Cormmist,
How only in Ioraol is thg Comminist Party o legel party.) The unfinished
stute of tho revelution, norvownasc of mass bage, however, made it imposs-
ible to fight the entrenched foudal lendlords, The egriculturel reforus

vere net fmplescnted ond when he Kurds demenied autoremy, the ravelt wos
bloodily put dovm. 4 fucrther politicel vacuum was created with XKossim out-
lawing 211 parties. The isolation from the marses wag completed with the
inereave in unsuployment end poverty, By 1963 Eassinm rule was bloodily
overtarein by a Ba'athist lod military eoup. ' ‘

. The most recont two-stage Gtup -~ on July 17 and. ognin on July 30—
brought toc power a right-wing Ba'nthict retired orcy geonern). The young
coloncis who cided the Goup wero soon scubtlod, The new Junta moved esuinst
the "French feetion® mut gig nothing to get the country out of the deep
gconomle crisiz ints wiich 1% heg been plunged by the disastrous Arab-
Israeli wnr in 1567, ‘ ’

Phe cowntry is in eohaos » tuc vet if ia, precisely, the totsl Cisarrcy
of the ruling elesscs and the militory, on the one hend, and, on the other
hand the dissatisfaction of the great masses, (rural and urban, ) with

- their conditionsy of life ss well as the armed resistance of the Kurds that
hag, in foct, crosted a Pre-revolutionnry silvaticn in the country. It is
Tear of revolution that hns compclled the s2-Bekr clique to rely solecly on
the enmity to Tammel and pure anti-Semiticr. to get 1t out of the over—
deopenirg erisis, ' S : ‘

It is this which discloses yét another aspect of ahti—Seq‘itisn -

copeclally Russion anti-Sesttizm. :

RUSSTAN ANTI-SIIAITISH, ANTI-BEVOLUTION

Had it not been for tho hangings in Iraq ond the Ruseion silence
about - them in face of the nttacks on them by the lrab countrios closest to
Ruszia, oue rey not lLavo feit compelled to take a seécend look ot the exdis—
tence of anti-Semitism in the Pussinn orbit, dating back to Stalin's -reign. |
Eeeause; in thcory, Communisn standg opposed “to anti-Semitien, 1t was so
shocking tc find it in existence that it was nll tw caby to attribute it to
Gtalin's paranocis, rather than to the objective conditions which had pro-
duced the transformation of a workoers ' state into its opposite ~— a state-
capitalist socioty. Inside Rusois tho oppasition <o Stalin's rule could be
Secn even as the people dofeatud Nazisn, :

Ior one thing, tho heroic Russism masses refuged to lahor under the
semo exploitative conditions cs they had done during the war. To get a
sufficlent labor foree, nil penaltics for viclations of Stalin's Draconian
"labor laws," were cancclied., : : ' g

Secondly, thore were the rcstﬁming veterans who had seen "the West"
and failed to bow to the "superiority” of Russian "socialism.! Thirdly, the
Jouth and intcllectunl oppositien grow, -

It ie becnuse the revolutionary onponcnts grew, that Stalif wn-
looged the anti-Somitic cempeign that he cupherdstlienlly cnlled the struggle
agolnst "reotloss coatopolitans."  Anti-Semftiam hnd nothing to do with
the birth of Isracl (which, at first, Stalin voted for, ns none but the

.
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Jows had then succesofully fought British imperialism), It had everytihing
e do with intemnl conditions in Russia—— the restlesencse of the Russinn
masses with Stalinism.

Aintl-cemitizm had nothing te do with "rootless coemorolitonism,™
Tt had everything to do with stifling the emergence of now revolutionary
forces thnt were struggling to ceme .0 power and be indepcndent of Russicn
dominntion, be thnt in Yugoslavic or Prance, The notoricus "Doctor's Floi"
vas not a stiugele ogainst "Zionisn'" in Israel but against revolutionery
opponents in Russia and in ths satellites, How auickly old radleals forget,
onecs & new situohlon . arises end a "new" enemy is discovered,

Of coursey imperinlism, whether Vestern or Zienist — or, for thet
zatier, Gommmist of either the Bussinn or Climese varjiety—has to be
fought and destroyed, But how dcza tint excuse the Left (from all yaréeties
o2 Tvotskyism to {he most 'mom-Id:0logical! would-be revolutionory) for
designating all the Arab countries, including aven the feudal monarshies,
as “representing the progressive forcea"? Wret fecwunts for the designation
of Lsrael, from 4its birth to its most persisently enti-Zienist mnifestation,
e reprassnting "Western ImperinlismM? o . :

0f course, internntionalism tmet replace narrow naticnalism, but how
dves that get %o égqual "the amnihilation.of Israel?" Shouldn't self—deter-
mination gusrantee Iornclfs right to exist even as 1% holds for ell poverelgn
nationg? Mardsi-lMuranists refuse not only to "teke sides" in Blg Power
deals vut categorieally refuse to violate prolotarian intermnticnalien and
the clnos struggle within each exlsting dower on the dictetes of the Stalinist-
Meolst-Cestroite "o camp" theory of the world.:There has o be'an independ-
ent way out, There ic, R . '

Of course, snti~semitiem is but vne manifestaticon of capiialism. But
wher B "goclnlist! coumtry like Polond in 1968 carrdes on so virulend an
anti~Serdts ¢ campaisn against its revolutivnary opponents as to ape the
" Nezie in establiching a specisl "Jewish Depertment," it is high time both
t0 recoguize the class nature of present-day Communism, which is but a
. eupaemlsm for stete-capltaliem, and to recognize that, in thls epoch, 1t
siguifies anti~revolution as well.

T3 tho extent that Israel is now nn occupying force, resistance egainst
44 will, =nd is, emerging. It is this, and not commandos from without
that gerve as & beacon alse for the Jews who are opposing Zioniem. It was
the threat of genocide that wmified the nation. Courandos from without,
led by the exhorters of the "mnnihilation of Israsl” cemmot, however, be
amointed es & "revolutionary force," not even vhen Mao* sdde his blessing
to those of the fasclst Al-Shulmry,

In any case, the new mass dissatisfaction in Arab lands, disclosed in
Irag, is against tae rvling elasses, not agninst Israel. IY is this the
Iert ie in denger of strungling by tuilending Communinm.




SOCIAL REVOLUTION

The Zrngor now is to force a false "Amb wiity" agoinst Isracl, or
“Zionint unity! againet Arabs, thereby not only gilving tho Big Powors an
cxeuse for intervention, bug actually stifling the new cmergant revolution-
ary forcos throughout the Middle Ingt even o3 Stulin crushed every revelg-
tion in the path of the Red srmy es well as avery. revolutlonary novement
that dared aspire to rovwer cutside of the Red ATy orbit,

Ve hove seen the same role recmncted in Poris last Spring. Are we
now to heve it recppear in the Midate Zast? That wovld be the graciest
crime o revolutionary couw’d commit . For, note this, the restlessncos
of the Iroq messes end the demend of the Xurde for autonozy there is
direceted, not at Isracl, but Irag, Mhe sppenents in the jails in Syria
oppose Ba'ath milo; the Yery narrow ragy bose speoks loudly enough of tho
Pa'ethint lecders' totol izolation from the mecses. And the studont donon-
stratiens in Egypt, as all over the werid, arc directed, not against o )
“forelgn” onemy, but against the naotive nlers,

Netionalism is not the beacon it was a decade ego when it socmad to
be the way tc fight both imperislien grd native class exploitation. Uew
forees ara onerging who are ccorchi 5 for o more comprchensive theory of
1llberation thot would relessc these new rovolutionsry passions and trmms-

forn the pre-revolutiom;y_situc_.ticns into sceial revolutions. '

. Thds is ne longer a quostion of pointlag to a.theoreticel void,
The prcetiend censequencos of the veid ery cut loud for a philosophy of
. social rovolution., IP we ouly open our cyes, we vill sce new forees of
“Liberation emorging. Do not stifle then,

February, 1969 _ . - w-' RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
Detroit, Mich, ' ‘ :

* For on cnalysis of the Ba'ath Farty, as well os of Mao's venturca inte
tho Middic Eost, see "The Arch-Isragli Colilision," a Political- Philosophic
Letier, Junc, 1967, Nows & Levtors. Mot only has the Sino-Sovie: conities
ceuged a split dn the Communist Party of Ieracl, but it has also produccd
"oist" tendencien vidthin both ihe Ba'ath cnd Nasserist parties, ‘
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TEB MiDDLE EBAST ERUPTS

By Raya Dunayevskaya
National Chairwoman, News and Letters Committees

(Bditor's Note: As we go to press, the two super powers have re-en-
tered the Middle East cockpit, allegedly to gain a “cease~fire"~-wnich has
not stopped the firing. The latest developments kave changed nothing in

the fundemental analysis written on October 12 by Raya Dunayevskaya, which
we print balow.) B

* * *

Iszaeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan on Oct. 8 prosounced the highly
tharged imparialistic statement: - "The same road that l.ids £20m Dzuescus
to Tei Aviv also lzads from Tel Aviv to Damascus." To ¢:y to Ceofend such
reactionary militarist statements by peintierg to the £i:.¢ that it was net
Isxrsl, tut Ezypt and Syria 1ho first crosssd the 1967 czaze-fire bounda-.
ries, is to fall into the typical capitalistic-Communiztic trap sbout "ag.. -
grezglon.y - . o ' : :

It 15 never a question of who fired the first shot, Israel had six
years during which she had not returned 8o much as one inch of Arzb soil. -

Not cnly that. She had behaved as any imperielist—occupying terri-~
tory that was not ‘hers; expelling people whose land it was ,» and proceeding
to remake it in her image both us to land and as to settlers,: Therefore;

. %0 keep harping on the timing of the surprise attack, bilasphemous or other-
wise, is to talk in a language that is absolutely forcign to the masses
vho are doing the dying, Israeli as well as Avab. S

This is not a matter of “arrcrvain of 2ithe, Arab or Israeli rulers
in this war, ‘Nop can the quesi.oan possibly be 1liaited to the two sides,
in disregard of the Super~powers-~l.5. and Russia-~-who have been in the

Middle East cockpit ever since the 1967 way. : s

THR BXG PCHMRS AMP LINING UP

"Take Kissinger's frightening statement: "We shall resist aggressive
foreign policy, Detents cannot survive irgresponsibility in-aany area, in-
cluding the Middle Bast." ; . : '

Cux double-tongued Secretary of State tried to give the impression -
that he wus threatening Russia.. In fact, judging by today's- (Oct. 32)
press conference, he wes also saying the opposite--that Russia is a "re-
sponsihle" povier and as “worrieg" as the U.,S. about the Middle Bast.

" . - 0 n RN

What it all 2dds up to is that the U.S., 1like Russia, has no intention
of letting either the Ysreelis or the Arabs enjoy self.determination; that,
once the battle lines ave “clear," the Big Powers will do the.deciding.

So far to the right have the Israeli leaders noved, so imperialistic-
ally-minded are they now, that already Premier Meir dares to say that "after
victory," Israel will no longer be satisfied with the borders of Got, 5,
973! Does that woman renlly have the gall to see hers:lf driving into
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occupied Cairo? Or Dimascus? Or wish to dam up the Suez Capai? Where
ard when will all this madness stop? Can they not face reatitv?

Just s the Maginot Line failed to protect France, the Bar Lev Lins
fell to Hgypt. In both cases it was a question of militarists believing
in technology rather than in people. Moveover, the Bar Lev Line was nob
out-flanked; the Egyptians are reoccupying their own land., Ever where
Israell technology helped Israel, it still is aot the decisive factor.
The Arabs in israeii-occupied Sirai surely look at the Egyptians as lib-
erators who they wish would ceme closer. That fact cannnt be changed
even if Israel mounts a counter-offensive and wins.

As apainst the 1967 Arab war rhetoric whizh showed 2ts unmistckable
anti-Semitic spirit with its slogansering of “Uriviny Israel into the sex,"
Premier Sadet of Bgypt this ¢ime it not questioning Isyael's right to
existence, but its rizht to cccupy Sinai. Whatever be his "gamesmanship,"
it comes after last year's display of willingness to open the Snuez Canal
to international traffic, including that of Israel., It was Premier Golda

'Meir who had hardensd her stand and would not budge, -

Preseatly, she is trying to shift the eyes of the Jews (Israeli and

" Russian) toward hated Russia: “ie are fighting 2gainat the Epyptian Ar~
my an’ Syrian Army, but the mockets, the tanks, the plancawrverything

. that is in the hands of the Eyyptian and Syrian soldier——all this comes

to him from the Soviet Union.” -

It is true that the arms are Russian, even as it is true that Isxa~
el's are U.S.~-made; exactly what Third World country produces tanks and
missiles and planes? It i3 rot true that the Azxabs are fighting Russia's
war; they are fighting Isracl‘s imperialism. = What is true, above all,
is that in tha entire quarter century of Israel's existence, she hus dons
nathing to solve the question of the Palestinian refugres,

ISRAEL: WHAT YT WAS; WHAT IT it}

What has happened to the humanity, the greatness, the daring of the

Jaws who cscaped Nazism and fought the British imperialists so success—
fully that they inspired Nasser? . ‘

. There is no doubt that a new direction surged up with the creation,
in 1048, of the state of Ysrael in the Middle East, whose politics here-~
tofore had beer dominated by oil. Although the fact is now conveniently
forgotten, it was the anti-imperialist struggle of the Palestinian Jews
that 80 overwhelmed the young, then unknown, Colonel tasser, who had
come to sign the pact ending the Arab-Istaeli war, that, instead of
-dwelling on the armistice terms, he was plying the Jews with questions
a8 to just how the cutgumned, outmanned force could have overcome Brit-
ish occupation. And Nasser did, indeed, apply the lessons he learned
fzom the Jewa, as he himself tclls it in his “Philosophy of Revolution."*

What has happened to the .Jewish revolutionaries who were during
those World War II years also trying to establish solidarity with the
Arab maises who would fight for freedom from imperialism? To point to

*S2e my Political Letters on the 1967 war and the 1969 Fraqi out-
barst whieh personified anti-Semitism, anti-~revolution, anti-~phiiosophy.
(Available from News and Lotters for 35¢.)
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the reactiomary regimes in the Middle East, their monarchies and sh:ik-
doms, cannot posSJ.bly substitute for Israeli injustices to the Palestinian
masses who know no other life than that of refugees.

OIL, AGAIN AND AGAIN AND AGAIN

In the Middle East, oil is "the oldest profession,” Tt has always
been a corrupting practice which kept feudal monarchies, shaikdoms and
emirs in power, the masses in poverty amnd illiteracy, the countries un-
derdeveloped. With state capi .ism as the dominant feature of world
economy, oil has assumed a still newer form: reactionaries as well as
"“radicals® have learned all about nationalization, price gouging, and
using their American counter-parts to put pressure on U,5. imperialism
to tilt policy toward the Arab cil monopolists rather than Israel,

This is. volatile enough, but what is onz to say when this late in
the century we are confronted, at one and the same time, with a call
from the rightist William F, Buckley, Jr. for re-colonization, and frem
a former leftist, Walter Laqueur, with a statement that"a Western mili--
tary presence” is a present need?

Here is what Buckley wrote buefore the Middle East erupted: "“Some-
where along the line, the nations of Western Europe should make & pre-
enptive moral strike against bardening Arab policy, It would have the

' nature of ‘saying: Mideast oil rust be made avnilable,” (Published in

wew York Post, 10,9/73).

The liberals may.not have the gall of a Buckley, who christens col-
onization “a preemptive moral strike." But one and all are busy pointing
to the U,S. need for a mailed fist in the Middle East, and espousing the
idea that Isracl could become that supreme weapou. not only ngatn::t the
o:.l powere but alge against the nuclear power, Russia,

Is this._ where it all is now? Are re-.olutionaries supposed o "take .
sides" on such imperialist gro.ni, be it U.S. or Russia, Arab or Isracl--
or, for that matter, China, which is playing the wiliest game of all,

" since it has nothing to lose and anything gained is a'“victory' against
its enemy, Russia, ' ‘ ‘ ‘

MAG'S CHINA AND THB THIRD WORLD

Along with the terrorists (and outright fascists like Al-Shukairy
whom Mao's China sheltered in the 1967 war), China prides herself on
never having recognized Israel's right to existence, Never mind that the
People’s Republic of China didn't exist in 1947-4B. Never mind that even
a Stalin (to whom Mac bowed am! still does) was the very first to rec~
ognize the newborn State of Israel. Never mind that “Marxism-Leninism"
that Mao cluims to espouse is supposed to stand for socinl revolution
rather than individual terror, much less kingdoms or sheikdloms,.’ All
that we arc suppesed to see iz ithat Russia is "Buemy Wumber Cme,”" and
all else is subordinated to that single overpowering “fact.®

On this, Golda Meir and Mao are one, In this, though on opposite
sides of the firing line, and though one (Mio) ¢laims to be the spokes-
man for the Third World, those two are the only rulers who scem not to
shy away from any consequences of their politics, evenwhere that aight
lend to w nuclear holecauat,
. 388
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T woesiblidty of Wogdd Veo Thv2sz s 0y o m2ead excledld, Lo
joekaying for position is not only among the warring powers bur among
the nuclear super-pawers. The Middle Hast war is by o meanc ‘over yet.
either as between the countries at war or the super-powees lining up
behind closcd doors, much less within each country,.

WHERE TO NW 2

Vhere the 1967 waz, with its anti-Semitism and anti-Ysrael-as-state
only scrved to unite class opponents with’n Israel, this war cana open
ner ways out if any unfold 2 new banner of seiidarity across nationnl
boundaries, This is the only zrea whese revolutionaries dutside of Is~
rael can take part.

The "New Left™ which thinks being apainst Israel In toto proves
them to be "real” revolutionaries aligning with tihe Third World, and thacl
the Thiréd World as it now exists m2ans a new world social order, are’
creating nothing but fatal illusions. No revoluticmary regimes exist in
Jozdan; nor is ¥o's China the squivalent of socialism.

Quite the contrary. All thet such false idsntification shows Ls
that i%3 exponents cannot think of liberution without hanginw onto &x-
1ating state powers—rulers who strike out aga;ngt thair own masues.

L5l one has to do to see that is to look at recen* evcnts- Y{ng
Hussezn's mzssacre of the Palestinian’ rebels; Mao?’s turning agninst his
own “mltre left" voulih becauze thay followed the Cultural: Pevolution'"
alogan, "1t is zight v rebel ¢

K

For that mattez, the "Lefth in Isz ael, who thought the wiy to op-
pose their rulers was to become cples for Syria, demunﬂt:nte that they
bave no conception of the fact that the struggiec for ! beration within
ocnnfs country is hot, and cannot be, turned ovcr to on outside state
pover. Which doe3s not mean that the IS1ve;1 ‘Left has no way out apd must
capitulate {o its rulers in Lhe uugoiag war. o

This war is one to¢ nany for both cides' in the Middle East confiict,
For the situation to have moved off from dead cedter oaly to erupt into
a full secale wnr transforms this, for the secord time since 1967, into
a war of global proportions. Thet is te 3ay, the two super powers tn-
tex to take away the right of szif-determination of both the Arad and
the Israeli peoples. All the more 1mperat1ve -is it for the Micdie Yast
masses to see that the rinal naswer will only come from revolutions
within each country, and that includes a ‘revolution in Isrne;o

In the U.S., the "Year of Europe" hus become the year of Warerpatc
has beccme the vear of wildeats itis bepome the year of counter-revolua
tior in Chile has become the year of the Middle Bast. Sadat calis it
"the year of decision” Thnt may well be so, but not in the way Sadat
means it.' Neithes the "limited was" he is ‘espousing For the momant,
noz the oil intercsts pressuring the United States, will have the lust
say. The Big Powers, nuclearly armed, have no intention of allowing
anyone but themselves to do the deciczn,-—not even such mlddle powere
as Western HLrOpe or Japan, who do wish to see a tiiting toward the oll
woncpolists.’ .

The point is that for revolutionaries, there can be no simplistic
answers. FPFar they ere ao substitute for serioualy wurking ont a meihed
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of struggle inseparable from & philosophy of liberation, all integrally
felated to masses in motion. There simply is no substitute for a social
revolution within each conntry, Pt T

- October 12, 1973

* ‘ * v *
NEWS & LETTERS DECEMBER, 1073

THE U.5., GLOBAL POLITICS AND THE MIDEAST WAR

By Raya Dunayevskéya
National Chairwoman, News and Letters Committees

At prime time, on.Nov. 25, the President took to the TV and air wave:
to tell us about the energy crisis, As if reducing house and office tem-
peratures to 68 degrees and auto speed to 50 milas an hour would soive
the erisis which caused him to create still one more bureaucracy, the Br.
ergy Bmergency Action Group, the overconfidsnt but distraught br, Nixon

- unfolded still another fairy tale: by the end of the decade the U.S.
would be so totally sclf-sufficient in energy that we would be indepen-
dent of any other lanmd, the Middle Bast--or whiteverd : :

The gilding of the lily for the 1980s hid from us that this Adminis-
tration is doing nothing whatever “to discipline™ the oil monopolies, al~
though it is they who are neither producing enough oil nor in any way
"disciplining® the oil' kingdoms, sheikdoms and emirates who.are so total-
ly. dependent on the know-how and technology of “the seven sisters" (BP,
Shell, Jersey or Bxxon, Stancal or Chevrdn, Texaco, Gulf and Mobil).

WHAT NIXON DIDNT TELL US

That was not all that wé did not hear about in Nixon's hurried 15-
minute address. MNot one word was uttered about the Middle East war and
the total disarray this has caused among the West Buropean powers plus

"Japan--all U.S, allies, . :

The wolf-eat-wolf policy is practiced not because they have much
intereat in cither side of the Arab-lIsraeii war, but because the ques-.
tion of oil is as potent a weapon and impotent a political principle us
ever was Munich, T '

Most deceptive of all was the silence about the one simple and over-
riding truth that faces us: a recession, a deep-one., No seriovs econo-
mist now denies that unemployment, far from receding, will reach unsalis.
factory -levels in 1974. The average, by spring, mey reach elght percent’
=-And that never fails to mean that for Blacks it is unbearably twice
that high, . ) .

To get to the depth of the crisis we have to turn away from Nixon's
loellipop chat ebout no lighting for the Christmas trees and turn to the
myrlsd contredictions in U.S. relations witk the Mideast, with West Bur~
ope, with Japan, with the world, especially Ruasia,
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THE NEW ANTI-RUSSIAN STANCE

Secretary of State Henry Kissingex's whirlwing "peace tom" through
the Middle Eact ended in, of all places, Peling, and there on Nov. 14 a-
chiaved a totally new set of relations. To the surprise cven of Kissingor.
he was presented that morning with a change in the paragraph from tho
Jjoint communique with Nixon in 1972. In place of the 1972 communiguz
raking Talvan the crucial question obstructing "normalization”" beiween
China ani the U.S., the 1973 paragzoph limited itself to nfmrmmg “the
principle of one Chinma."

Even before thc moment, on Nov. 11, when Chou grected Kissinger as
"tha Mideast cyclene,” it was clear that tie Mideast war had biought
U.S.~Ciaina relations to o soirt of joint anti-Russian stage.

“Fer one thing, China had not used its veto power against the U.S5-~
Russia sponsored ceass-fire resolution in the l4ideast. Secondly, and
crucialiy, i% was not Russia’s sponsorship that kept China from using iis
vetd power. o Rather, it was Chinma's ap,.rw 1atm-; of. the new U.5, anti-
Russian s*'ance. . ‘ .

When ‘Russia threatened to enter the Midesst imbecoglio, America ~alled
a world'Alert. As against West ‘Errope that refusad to let the-U.S. use
its ports or air space, Chinz declared that,the. U,5.-kad to do so "to
forestall the Soviet Union fiom sending troops unilaterally to the Niddie.
Jast.”™ As the China News Agency put 3¢, it was onliy because Russiz under-
- stood "thét~the U.S. 'reall? r"nt business® that it bacxed dcwn."

Chira has but ore. n-'eoccup_tton—"ta cwn nationa]. intc.. CS,‘.‘I’: which
nold that Hussia is “Buemy Na. Ure.” Because inat 18 80, it guasikiy fow--
got -that it was “totally™ for the Arab 'side, up to and including **driving
Israel into the sea.,” No sooner did the iddle East war look as if ix
might: become a Russia-U.S. confroantation than Chou moved for a glabal
nosition for itself WITH the U.S. Tais, too, was not tae first time Chi-
na roved for a rapprochement with the U.S./ on a great deal more criti-~
cal issue than trade and "cultural xelations."

'First, it helped take the.U.S. off the hotseat in Indochina, Ther
during the SALT talks (which it ridiculed), it neverthelese began egzing
West Eurobe not to oppose & “U.S. presence,” ' In the Mideast it was aven
more intensely interested in preferring a "U.S. presence.," Chira £1l too
well uﬁerstands the titan puclear pover that the U.S. is. - T

The only one who didn't understand wiat was involved in the Midaus+t
eruption as it édged toward nn "East-West" confrontation--or didn't care
to faca ity global implications--was West Burope. It was nelther willinp
to secrifice its immediate, national interests as they were bound to Arat
0il, nor was it willing, as'the West Burapean press put it; to rish: "ru-
clear apnihilation without ropresentation.” - 'And 1t was a great deal &an.
grier at the U, S, than at Ruc:ia, : -

FTHI YZAR OF BUROPS ' THAT WAS N T

Nat only dia Ni.xon-xa.ss: :get's "Yea- of Butope" npver comg to be.
But the intra~imperialist rivalry betwesn West. ‘Burcpe and ‘the U.5. aplit
cpen ai all) seame, end not only over the Middle Bust ‘war which brought
it all to o climtx. Rather, it began to question alse the "philonophic

urderpinningan of global.‘.am.
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During the critical two weeks, between the U.8. world alert on Oct.
23 and Nov. 8 (when Kissinger departed for the Mideast tour), the state-
ments from the State and Defense Departments, and the White House it-
self, were endless, A first, Nixon tried reducing the new tensions to
ar. economic fevel: "“Europe which gets 80 percent of its oil from the
Mideast would have frozen to death uniess there had been a settlement--
and Japan, too,"

Then Kissinger, the “architect" of the "Year of Burope" explodcd:
"What concerns us is that for two weeks, while the U.5. had to make sig-
nificant decisions, the Europeans acted as though NATO did not exist.
The Europeans seemed more interested in gaining marginal advantages. T
don't care what happens to NATO I'm so disgusted,”

The Eurvopeans, angered both at Mixon's material vialgarity and the
Befense and State Departments ¥ arrogance of nuclear alerting without con-.
sultation, let it be known* that European and U.S. interests are not the
same in the Middle East: "I Dullesian hypocrisy on the part of Dr.
Eissinger to pretend that they age.® ' ’

West Europe, at one and the same time, tried narrowing the disagree-
ment to the Mideast which “was never a part of MATO's origin or purpose,”
and expanding the Mideast stance to an anti-U.5. one, holding that Wagh—~
ington was tottering on the edge of hysteria because of “a Zionist lobby."

ND{ON-—'KISSI]‘GKR 'S VISION: Pex Americana

But their anti-U.S. unity did not succeed in forging a common stand
as to itself. They were united in taking a pro-Arab positiun but not a
-Rto-Burope stand. They rejected, for example, the Dutch motion that they
"share oil within the Common Market cormmunity."”

Dr. Strangelove Kissin&er did expound one Ytruth™ As against those
West Eurupean ruless who, since they have no place to g0, do not know
how to get there, Nixon-Kissinger have a "“vision": Pax Americana. Hence,
they keep referring to the nead, first of all, for .a."conceptual basis,'
More realistically put, Nixon-Kissinger are accusing West Europe of faii-
ing to see that "if" the U.§. was "“on the edge of hysteria," it was not
over Israel or the'Zionist lobby"--surely not when no clectinn is af
hand-<but over a possible nuclcar confrontation with the other nuclear -
titan, Russia, over who shall rule the world, — ———  ——  —

Hot only is “the Year of Burope” the year that wasn't. But "the new
Atlantic chartegh that is evolving is the absolute opposite of what
Nixon-Kissinger called for, -

Bven when tempers had cocled considerably, Le Monde declared that
“U.S. authorities, brazealy calling their allies to order for their 'lack
of cooperation' during the Mideast crisis,” were in truth showing that
it was not for Buropean defensc that "it is absolutely necessary to kgep
U.S. troops in Europe" but “for Anecica's own security,®

In a word, the single Kissinger truth is that, far from the Zionist
. lebby or Arab oil being the mainspring of the present confrontation, it
.is "U.8, presence" versus Russian that is pivotal, that overrides uil
other questions, that has won China, half neutralized the Arnb world,
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gottzea concessions from Israel, and is the question ®ha* has put a
question mark over the very existence of NATO.

Of course; it isn't only West Burope that “doesn’t understand.®
Neither does Kissinger's own assistant, the specialist or ihe Mideast
in the State Department--Sisco. 30 happy wns he over Kissinger's 48-
liour mirxucle of getting Sadat {o sign the six-point "pecce plan" that
he declared that he was Y"convinced that Congress, despite the Zion-
ist lobby, is now beginning %o see the situation much more clearlv.
The mood is changing ia the U.S. in favor of the Arabsy ™ The reason?
“Oil ard our strategic interests.,® But those two areas of intcrest
are not similar, and Sisco is no “expoert in global strategy a 1a
Kissinger, his boss -

TES KEW ROLE GR SADAT'S BGYPT AND °THE lEFT?

There is no doubt that there has becn.n shift on the Mitddle East,
Fissinger is readv enough to force concessions from Iszsel and therefore
can appgar to have a more “even-handed” pelicy, But what is of fur greut-
er importance—-irdeed, is the overriding aim of Nzxon—‘('lus‘nger--—:.s *c
kesp Rucsia out of the Middie Enst. .

That was the trump card he used to get the Arabs 1> be for the "“pesce
plan. With it, he hoped not only to get Sadat's signature but to neu-
tralize Paisal, Though the Saudi Arabian r:-onarch is still using oil as
ihe political weapon both to exact high prices and to sepacate West Eur~
op2 from the U.5., he himseif fears "-ad.:.ca!s" sﬁfzciently to back Bgypl
to the hilt, including’ possible “pe.u:e“ in Geneva,

A% the same t:lrue, Nixon .ook steps to appease Europe, to play dom
any craveness and play up Minterests of the alliance #35 a wholeP: "if
the U.S.S.R. learns that it can exploit the Middle Bast to separate the
Us 8. from its Ruropean alliance, thic could be very disastrous for Bur—
ope and the world." That 40 hour mi-ucle"-—U,S. as 'peacemakert..—iz
-the imperial counterpoint to Eurvpe's Mnew unity:** What hargs in the
balunce everywhere, however, are the crises at home, And since much cf
this is related to using oil as political weapon, a11 eyes are onthe
" net role ‘of Sadat's Bgypt.

On the one hand, there ware some demonstrations in Burops ascinst
their own rulers buckling so sasily $o the demands of oil for anti-Israci
stance--"Are we going to wiiness another Munichi™ On the other, and
more massive hand, however, the Left, in its correct stand againgt Is- .
rael's occupation of nll the Arab lands and totai disregazrd of the Poles-
tinlan refugees, is acting as if Arab oil equals “revolution."

The truth is that the reason Sadat's Sgypt achieved “Arab unity” in
the use of oil ac political weapon is not due to his being a revolution.
ary. Quite the contrary. Nasser‘®s Bgypt never could get the oil king
docms to use their resource as a political weapon against "the West®
{wilch suddenly now includes Japan!), becnuse they feared him as 2 rove
olutionary nationnlist wio also atep-wd outside Bgypt's bordaers. As a-
gainst that, the oll kingdoms hnve total confidence in Sadat who will not
only do aothing "to intexfere in internpl affairs™ but will also do all
in his power to discourage revolutionary movementa against any exploita-
tive, reactionary feudal regimes.
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What the Left refuses to face in this Hgyptian victory is that, far
from it being what Western imperialism calis “colonialism in revefse"-
the masses in the underdeveloped countries really hitting out againctim-
perialism, the simple truth is that neither "the West'™ ror, the oil king-
doms fear Sadat. What Sadat did achieve, in addition to Arab oil heiqg
used as a politicgl wzapon, is to let Mixon and Brezhnev Xmow they canno’
put the Mideast on the pack burner forever,

As against not only Israel but also U.S.-Russis, Sadat's Bgypt touk
the initiative in making secret plans for the attack, in choice of date,
Yom Kippur amd Ranmadan, for that surprize attack, The success of the
€rossing of Suez into Sinai was in no small part due to the fact that it
Was 2 surprise, In any case, politically it was a total success and Brez.-
hnev and ¥ixon rushed to the alart, not ngcessarily on the same side
even where detente demanded it, -

The new, the global new in all this is that, instezd of the "Bal-
kanization™ which Kissingdr, the Evro-centered intellectval, thinks iv
iz, the Mizdie East showed it can become tie key to the world situation,
a5 Germany was in World Wars I and II., So the whole "conceptual basis"
of MAtlantic Alliancet better leok at jtself first, and periinps for the
last time, o ‘

The Left must not forget that its "conceptual basis" iz the simple
truth that the enemy is-always at homs, with its class rulers. In Is=
rael, too, Unfortunately, muich of the Lef%t, and not only the moderate
doves, is tailending the hawks. It cannot be otherwise so long as its
berspectives are not totally revolutionary, not rationalistic, and truly
irdependent of the U.¥., Russis, China, or any other state power.

Mhere Nikon thought the Middle Dest War would get him off the Watcr-'
gate hot seat and show hi , d statesman in Full command of the
global crisis, the masses are so disgusted with 211 the lies pouring out
of the White House that they even thought the world alert but one more
Prop of Tricky Dicky. :

Whatever the worries—-and they are many, beginning with the tighten-
ing of their belts that are tight enough already-—there is everywhere a
new Search for something to replace Nixon-Kissinger®s “conceptual basis™
and "philasophic underpinnings™ of Pak Americany. In the ghettoes a°
pession for philosoph? is no acedemic queation, Rather, the search for
a new relationship of thought to action that underlies the tense quietude
is that of the eve of many storms, none of whoss direction is known, so
that all are Preparing for the worst. This does- not mean thet they wil)
submit to the worst, but that they are working out new forms of opposition,

“Lé Monde 't editor~in-chief, Anire Fontaine, didn*t satisfy himself enly
with caliing for the return of all 1967 Arab territories, but also em-
pioyed the suphemism used by Arabs when they mean it as a’ time~bomb planted
for extermination of Inraels “the legitimate rights of the Palestinians.”
Ardre Bontaine conc luded thunderousiy: "rt ig untiiinkable that Burope say
amen to all American initintives. Europe must forge its own unity if it

is to moke itg weight felt,w

A more modarate British publication-~the London Sunday Timea~-like.
wise rushud o an anti-U.s, stand, "It hags never been a term of MNATO
nembership that Europern governments ghould support the Zionist imper..
atives weighing vpon Aneriecon presidents, "
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