
n~: This drf'"'t is tlot tor circulation or 'PUblication, 

Rough Dl-aft PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION, by RS1'B Dunavevskeye. 

Pe.rt III, - EOOiiOl.UC REA:LITY &nd the DIALECTICS OF LIBl'llATIO!I 

Self-Determination in which 
alone the Idea io to hoar 
i tael.f speak. 

- Hegel 

Chapter I - The African Rt:volutions llil<l the ':iorld Econom.v.• 

In the realm v:f thought man c~~ claim to he 'the brnil1 of 
the \'i'Ol'ld, but on the cot~crete level of real life, where a.."'lJ.• 
occurrence will aft act: beth tl::!.e ph~rsical and sPir-1 tuD.l be~, 
the world ia always ·&he b~in of man.~. So ,.1ho could cleim to 
exclude a..'1Y one nohool of. tt.ought t any one kind of thought;, or 
any one h'u:rAD family, ;:i thou"t- Oy :::a doil1g, excluding hi..m.self to 
aome e.xto:nt frosu the totnl society of man? 

Sekou Toura 

The African REvolutj.ons opened o. noVl page L'l the dis.:lectic of thought ns 
well as in world history. At a time when the African Revolutions were redrawing 
the rrap of the world, the arrogance of ·wh1 te civiliretion, not only amana the 
ruliug' class but even amonrr scm~ of . t~e LfJ:ft, pe~si8ted. Thus one sOcinliOt«· 
wrote about tllo African contribution as if. its theory was al.l comprised in Tom 
Mboya 1s 11 one tn:l."'l, o:rio vote. 11 Leaving aside for the moment that 11one !Ila!l, one ,·ota 11 

disclosed.· nothing short of a revolution against white domtnation thnt parades na 
"democratic Civilizo.tiou, n th~Em intollectuDJ.c have a long way tO So before th~y . 
eqUal. the African 1 a intW.icct=l. grasp of 'his taSks and z·eaponaibilities, not to 
mention hio courage, daril1g lllld totality of devotion to the atruggl.o for :freedom .. 
Whether the idea was expressed as simply as Kkrumah expreoaed in the earl,y 1950 1 a, 
at tho beginning of the struggl.~ for independence from British imperie.liam: ''Ready 
or not, here we camp..· 11 ; or whether, once ·the revolutions· succsoded, the idea of 
:frcedoin coUld be·eXpraeesd mora· comprehenaivcly, as in the words of Sekou ~ouro& 

Tl'e science resul. ting from all human knowloclf,e has no natior.al.i ty, 
Tho ridiculouo diaputoa about the origin of auoh and ouch a discovery 
do not interest ua since thoy add nothing to the value of tho dis­
covery, It can thorefora be aa:ld that African wlity offers the 
world" now humaniam esrientillll,y'founded on the Ul!ivoreal. solidarity 
and cooperation between people without "''Y rtioial a;,d oul tural 
r.ntngonism and without narrow oaoiem and privilcae. This io abov& 
and beyond tho problem of \Vest Africa and 11a far removed from tho 
quarrels which divide tho highly developad ooU!Itries as are tho · 
conditions and nspirotiono of tho African pooplo.** 
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The point nt c..ll times rm.a to keep, as one, the underlying plrlJ.osophy of 
rcvolut:!..un c.nU the 11mo.king11 of re•mlutio~l. Like tho freedom fights agaiJ.1st the 
Co!I'_':IUI1iut rulers in .E:lst Europe that bogan in F1.1st Berlin in 1953 and culminated 
in Bud'lpest in 1956, the African rcYolutionG ugninst ?/ostcrn i:nporialism (!.t the 
c~d of the 1950 1 s wore senrchillg 1'or a l!C".v hur;;allisru, aceld..l!J to work out u nev; 
relutionship between theory und pmctii~c. Hero is he·.-; Leopold Scdar Senghor put 
it i.'1. his report to the Const:.tutive Congreso of his Pc.rty of Afric8n ll'edc.rotion 
in Juno, 1959: 

A nation that re:!'u.::~c::; to kt3ep its rendozvouo with histor.r, 
that doea not bt:li(IVO itaclf tu b.:.: .tl:~e bccrcr of c. U.'·tiquc mcc::;ago -
that nation 13 ~inishcd, r~udy to bo placed tn a museum. The 
Ne;;ro Africc;.r. io Hot f.L"li::;hr.:d even bcf<:~rc he ects atartt":d. Lut 
him apcuk; ~bon; all, l~t him net. Lot him bring like a. leaven, 
his mossacc to the world iii order to help build a univcroal 
oivili?..ation. · 

He further singled out the Il1.1!li.:.!!lism of Ma.rY.iom aG moat rele7ant to tho .h.frica.n 
scene: 11Lct us recapitulate ?.inrx,e positive contributions. Tl;ey arci: t~e pP.il­
oaopby of llUJ'llG.Ilism ;econou.ic thoOl".Y; d:L"..lecticw.l method. 11 

Whether elog.:ud.zod :'\Ei 11 one m.."'.n, Olll.' vote" or Pan-Africa.."1.ism, Negritude or 
humarlisrn., 11Izwo Luthu11 or 11Afrj cau Per~.::oneli ty, 11 Uhuru or Afric.sn Socialism, 11Seek 
yet first thEl poli tlcal i:ingdomn or 11Uijenc., 11 the ooll for freedom now reverberated 
aroUnd tho viorlcl. Whcl"c 11Lack•trl1't1 11 Africa wan cha.rged with a_ dynamism of iileaa 
thet opened nc.:w paths to rovolution, the Cc.ld ?lo.r roianing in c.dvnnced u.s. pro­
duced no perva~ivc o JDillaioo tllllOn£ bourgeois intellectuals tha.t they procluirned 
11an end to ideology. n · 

Any traveller i&1 Black Africo..who is at all sensitive to ·:f'roed.om 11:l ca~~l is 
under a compulaion from the aurgo of thu libG1ation movement to become er!g(lgcd. 
The dy:mmism of 11Froodon Jfow1' infusos oven old ide<lo wi t:1 a force ca. pablO of pionc-
'ing 8Illf shield· of llpath;y,-· - · ' 

A m:Ud Amorioan dellnll'ror. thnt there are "too man;y ·tribal languages" brought 
a hca.tod response that thorO io always soma African who knows tho othor tribe 1 o 
lc.ngu.age. Indeed, the sound o:f' a single drwn boe.t, or thQ sound of e trul?k with 
port;y flag flf.ing, brings out an entiro villaB•• In loss timo t~-= 0-t takes tho 
visitor to got out of the truck the whole village ho.o asscmbl~d, with minstrel 
present to trnnsroi-:. loudly, for all to hear without benefit of wirolaas, .tho words 
of the moat bash:tul of an,y tribo. In n flash tho himtaba boqomos tmnsformod from 
a place of gossip to ono ohargod with poli tiC<!l discussions lasting far into tho 
nisht. On nony oocasion5 I hnvo hn.f~ cause to doubt that Afric.ms sloop at all! 
l1oYerthcless 1 deopito the i11stant moss rnobiliMtions und <loopito the fact that the 
soaroh for now h=nist bogin.-linBB tl:nt would uni to pl:ilcooph;y and rovolution, 
theory and prncticc 1 which was by no moans limi tod to L"ltelloctualo, but wao a 
nood moot urgently felt. by the r::~:.uJses thomsol vos, we r.ru.at ooberly taco the present 
bleak reality. Fer, just uo th\::ao revolutions roshnpod the DlllP of Africa in laos 
than o. decade, they ju:."t c.f: repitUy roached tho croasroada. Thus, though the re­
volutions oprung out or doop :!.ndigonau::~ roota, and by thoir own force, achieved· 
thoir omauoipat1on indopondont of both ''Wast" <Uld "Eaot1

11 they wero oxtornal.l;y not 
qui to au 11non-alignod11 dtor gaining powor, and, intorr.all;y, thoro was a soparatiou 
botwocn tho loa.dora ::>.nd .the lc.r,l, The lt'ttor l'Gmainod workers nud hod ·to work hnrdor 
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.·'.nco the J.co.dcrs bccaac the ruler~. SUckud L'ltO the world r..:o.rkat do::rl.r.:;·.tee by 
nu.v.: . .:.ncad tcclmologicc, tl:o tccl-.nologicull.y undordcvclopod lands reovc:d hcudlong to 
tmgct!y, 

In the rrd.d-1960 1s, no lcoG tr...-m 17 out of tho 37 nowly-i:~dcponJc!-:.t African 
~tc.tca gc.vc way to military coups. The trogc~.y of thit: moVOIOIElnt bo.ckwnrds Wll3 

ctc.:.rlce:st in Gh."l..l.El. v;i.tcro nono hc.d ricen to tho dcfcnoe of li'Ja'wrl.o.h, although he 1".:-J.d 
bcc.n the first to have led n black treadoin Jwvomcnt to its freedom, the :f'irot tc. 
h:-.vu umborkud upon the courfJe of libomtion with full nv:al"C:noos ,both of the !:loed 
r:·:~ a thcor:; of revolution t~:J >loll as mss participation in reconstruction- o;E' tr.c 
cuuntry on new beginningo, arid the first ,~·ho c.ttcrnpted to work out pcrspectivea 
f'or the \"!hole of Africa, if not 'for the whole o£ tho new Tt..ird World. 

Tho fact that Nkrl.Uir.'.h 1 n rcvolutionacy rhetoric fell far short o-£ a th~!Z 
of' revolution in the full tmcli tion of Marxiocr*** docs not mean tOOt it oon :..e diS·· 
rr.ioscd ns not..'lrl.ng but c. re.tionP..lizution for a now olito heeded by "moot corrupt~' 
Osag;;-·oto, as the r.U.lit..'l.Iy t.'mt overthrew him tJOW eicdms. 0:1 the other bond, we 
cannot· toke, nt -J:aco Vnl.ua, 'NlcrtJ.Jzu:l.h'a i:lsiatou.oo tlult his down:tllll was nothing more 
tn.~n a nco-coloninlist plot. 

Tho truth is that tho Ghannin messes did not como to !lkrumllh1s dofonse. 
They do.:tccd in the streets instond. Tho:;; doll!Oliohed tho ctntutes ho bnd raised 
everywhere to his own glorifica.tion, not booou.so 11Woatom Imperialism" ·paid them 
to do sa,· mueh laos bocuuse, +.hey ware 11 baclt\Vllrd11 und tnilad to understand tho groa.1. 
philooophy of i'rocdom cnllod Marxism, but dogi'C'.d6d to 11 Nkrumahiam," but because 
the gulf between theory and roali ''Y could no longez• be bridged. The downfall was 
Cllusad, no·t only by oxtorn."'l causes, but by internnl onu~. 

Oli t.he- other' bond, this dooRn 1t moan tlJat" :-:oo-colonialism i3 just a figment 
of supor-hcatod il:lagination of ilfrioen rw.tionnlists and/or Commur..ists. To·"''" the 
reality in all ito comploxitios 1 wo muot, thcreforo,first of all look.at the objoct­
·ivo world situation ru1d the contz'S.diotory relationship, not only botweon tho toch­
nologicoily advnncsd and tho toohnologically under-developed countries, but also 
tho .relationship botwoen the advn!tcod countries thcmsolvos. It i• ·only then tbnt 
we will bo ablo to return. to tho intcznnl cnuses and e:mm:l.ne again tho rolo.tion" 
ship between tho rulers und rlll.od in the newly independent African countries. 

Tho l960 1s wore supposed to have boon a Docndc of Dcvolopmant. Inotoc.d of 
t!mt U.ll. designation bocom:l.ng.a .rouli~;, we hu.vo actually witnessed a ll!OVement 
bnckwnrd insofar as tho toohnologically advanced oountrioo aro concerned and their 
H:.:idn to tho now countries, Tho firat f'lurey of ''Wostem11 concom or intoreot 
'"·'' stimul.ntcd by trying to koop on to their former empires now tbnt these wez'O 
M longor colonial ontorprisac, Cllld thon etimullltod by foBl· to lose tho politically 
independent countries to Ccllli!IUltiom. Tho interest lnotod all too brief a time. 
The U.!!. economic survey, ilt 1966 1 nftor some 200 Jl'ISCO of otatistical table• Cllld 
anz:.J.yooo 1 \V:\S forced to conclude tht.t when you compare yox:r l96l, with the year 
19;.8, you findo 

*'-* One t>polo(!iot for Nlm=h who l13d boon n Marxist did n tribute to him 
by uluiming that NkrUilnh 11 oil'll!lo-h .. 'U'luoUy outlined n programme basad on tho 

ideas of !tbrx, Lenin and Gnndhi • ., 11 (Faoiro Reality by Grooo Leo, J,R, Johnson, Fiero 
Cbnuliou). Outside or Nkrumnll Is 1mr.lcd1ate 01ttourngo who dogmrlod tho whole of ll!arxiam 
to '~lla\Unohism, 11 moot analycists incido nnd outsido of Gh.'\lt!\ woro well onouah uw'lro 
of the :n.~tilntion of tho very concept of tltoory by Nkrwnnh, 
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Tho co:r:u:ddol.nble t,;nps in lvvcl of activity n..'ld xtcnt of' 
L~C!uotrializ..'ltion bGtwo~n the industriolizcd a.r..d tho 
dcvclopirlf: com1trico, oocb considered o.s o. whole, rcnninod 
cascntiully of tho soue dimcns1onr, ~~ 1961 as 1938, (p. 234) 

It dOcl: not to.ltc gr.::o.t iorJ.giriation tO rrolizc how very l!._::,yjly tho Wc.-st otill 
weighs C:own upon Af'rica wLen one kcops in cind that 1938 wac the year of the: erco:~ 
lUl-cnding depression when colcni.-:lh:m reiGllCU supremo while 1960, ·11 Thc Afric.:>. Y~Jor" 
Ylc:.C tl:c yco.r when no lees thr....n lCi countries 1-.v.d gained tl:.~il' indcpcndence:, when the 
adv::mcocl lnnUs supposedly we.• loomed thc:oo countries with opc."ll armD end tho World Bank. 
Olc~rly, nco-colon:i.._'"'J.i3m is :tot something invented, ei thor by tho ColaCUl.'liot cr tllo 
Africon but is the t1.uth o:f c:xisti:lB' world co. pi tal.iom. It becomes all the core 
GVidcr:..t when tho o.n.'lly::.is is not lirJ. ted to o:1u yc:o.r of indcpondcncc but extends to 
si:i: ycnro of tho "development decade'" 

Indeed, if ollowimcc: is r.\!ldc for the ravnrsc flows (of' interest 
and profit <md i>:discnoua c~pi tDl) and for the ·fMt that a .largo 
propo1~iou ut receipts consists of trnnsfers in kind (much in tho 
form of .designntod_ 1surplt1s 1 co:nmoditicEJ) or. of rcinvoste;~_d pro­
fits earned in tho dovclopinB counti_'i.cs thcmaol von, it iG evidcu:t 

· thnt tho C1!10unt of new, ax-!ior:nal, dispooabla purchasing power 
being made avn1lablc to tho covoloping countries has declined to 
a vory low lovol. (1966, p. 3. e:nphasia mine). . . . 

The lack of flow of L~vostcent capitnl to tho technologically underdovolopod 
coWltrica is ccrta.inly not duo to ·the fact· thnt they o.ro supposedly so bo.ck\\'o.rd, ~o 
lacidna in technicnl personnel that they epuld not put co.p1t..'ll to WlO. Even eo · 
.Jonao:r:vativo n parson n:.: Dc.vid Rockofcllcr has eetimo.tcd, in 1967, thot tho countrlof1 
could n:,na:;.~b ~r..s1ly throe to l~our billion dollarS DOro annually th!m they are now 
rccoivi..ne. No, the rco.oon no capito.l flows that way irtaofar a.a tho n71eat11 iFJ con­
oori:.cd io that privnta co.pitnl doos'r.ot aot invested~ at all·. now' that thoy have. 
fOWld thnt, thoy con set srcn.tt:l' mtos of ·profit in tho developed oountrioo in Wostor.u. 
Europe. 

To aoo tho tl.'<'.sody in all its implico.tiono, lot us first look at tho doolino 
avon in cgricul turo ill the undordovolopod ccWltrioa and then cornporo it to tho phono­
mennl g>'O'Nth of Woet Europa. Tho U,N, study showa tint 11botwoon 1954-65, tho total 
agrioul tura.l pt•oduct1on ia oetimatcd to have boon c. ""'ro l%, wall bolow. tho .:rowth 
ia population," Worst of all, ns_ distinct froc agricul turnl production, food pro­
duction por capi tu has diminished by ~ in 1965-GG as oompcred to tho five year . 
o.vcros.o :from 1952-3 to 1957-B. Finnlly, the 11Chriatiun Wostn never ovon co.mo up to 
the moagor :mm of 1% national grooo product to bo contributed to tho <lovoloping 
countries, L"lstoo.d it doolinod to 0.84% in 1961, 0.62% in 1967, whilo tho u.s. 
Coneroao out tho Prooidont 1 u budgot for 1968 from $3,200 million to $2,300 million, 
tho lowoot in its 20 your post-war history! 

!low look nt tho 11oonuational 50'o11 ao coon from tho vantago point of tho 
advanced toohnolosioot 
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Per Cnpi tn Groso Domostic I'roducto by ;de. jar R(jgions 
1955 <md 1960 

Dovolop~d murkct ~cono~cs 
}iorth AtJcricc:. 
Western Europe 
Jnpcn 

Developing M::!.rket cconor.dc~ 
If.li:i::. .':.I:cric:.! 
.:lfrioo 
Fo.r E:lot 
'i{o!Jt Asia 

1950-55 

3.4 
2.5 
4.2 
7.6 

2.5 
1.9 
2.2 
2.4 
3.0 . 

(so~ce: Worid Scono:.Ji.c C'ur'tcy, t:1{, Now York 1965, p. 31) 

1955-60 

2.0 
0.5 
3.3 
8.5 
1,6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.8 
2.4 

l{ow cooparc just tho tCC'lulolo:;icr...Uy cclvnnced countries at thio docc.dc nu 
"flai:lot tho whole poriou, 1913-195<'' 

Fr...nco 
·. Gerron;y . 

Italy 
Sweden , .. 
United KJ.ncdoc 
Can.'lda 

·United States 
Avoraeo 

(source: A, Maddison, p, 28) 

1913-50 

1.7 
1.2 
1.3 
2.2 
1.7 
2.8 
2.9· 
1,9 

1950-60 

4.4 
7.6 
5.9 

. 3.3 
2.6 
3.9 
3.2 
4.2 

Tho::oo is no doubt nbout. tho phenomenal growth, but thoro ia a Bl'Cl".t dcql more than 
tho. introduction of PJ.nn involved, Though tho latter helps, tho d·ocisivo feature 
is the holocausts of \7orld war and tho spurt tJ growth of oopital given after the 
total destruction! On tho other !UL~d, it docs not aid tho underdeveloped tochnol-
ogios who had no capital to boGill with, as the UN study shows, · 

Tho tuldordcvolopod oount1'ioa ha.vo lonrnod tl".at :ror those who hnvu no nccULlU­
lctod cnpital, the now toahr.oloeiclll rovolutionu to i!lduotriclizo ooro mpidly have 
no vllluo y,Jntevor. They rcilr.in111

'"10cultureo, tho price o:t: thair ono crop buffotcd by 
tho pz·ice atrocturo of tho world market, and whether they plan or do not plan, h..~o 
little effect on tho noo-coloniuliat atructure, \Vhon tho price of their cno crop 
falls droatically, ns cooo!l did in G)lar.a ill 1965, thoro oro llll tho procendi tiona 
for c. downfall. For that Ll..."\ttor, avern whoro a atllt£t1 like Cub!!., is protootod 1'rol11 
tho worot whims of tho wol'ld Jllllrkct ond whoso state plan is total, tho price of svgar 
i~ still dependant upon tlw socinlly nooooaary labor tico ostabliohod by ~ pro­
duction, In a word, to plan or not to plan ia not the deoioivo quoation, 'l'hu 
otato o:r technological dovolopmant and the ncuu:uulntod anpital .ill:£ tho dotomin"nto, 
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Thio. itt ru: nee \'lhCI: fi'O::l :~. "purely. oconamic11 point o:r viow, ~.'l.'l:rx 1 r.; forocaHt 
o1' ("' ... '"!pi t:llist colln,p.:o ln.e. no~icd 'from thcc1:y to life. The dc.rcndc of tho 1950' r; 
ur .. de;rlil1c::.> ~v1dly the problem of copit"ll j.n n .. 1rrow cc.pit~li.stic tcrr.w y;hilu, ct 
the sn;'!:~ ticc, it illurnin..1.tcs Mr.n:'s cxtrc::c o.Eiuuoption tbnt ccpitclizm would co:..­
:!.npoc.-~ it 11 the :tull t"o.vcnty-f'c,.ur hours n doy ••• (o1' tho labourer) wore wholly 
Ufpropri.:J.tcd !'ty C.:Z.pit:ll. 11 

Marx':: contu1:tion v•:w t!10t th~ system wot'lld colln:~::;o boco~:.wc :::ur?lu:J v:J.uv 
cone~ frorJ l:..vi."lg l~bor. Y~t tho co.::;trn.C.ictcry tendency in car.~i t1..J.iot ar:vclopmont 
th..<1.t rc.st.o 01: thi3 uxpJc:!.t!'.tic:'l. of lnbor is to usc lc.:.s cf li··.rj.r.~ l:l'bor ;:.n(t :Jere nf' 
cc.cl:inec. Tho contrntliction bc1.T.'ccn need~ eVer leGDi:!' nf.'lOU.."lts"" of' liV'il18 l.:z.lY.: r :~ 
net ·1..., coticn over grco.ter r:'!.lounto o.r dc~d lr.bor cro::-.to:::", ~t one and the sru..c ticc., 
c lt'~::;Jivc unc!:.plt~yo<l Cl"r.;'t nm: n decline i..'"l tha rc.ta of profit. 

In tl;lo hoydcy" of int·eri:\liam1 th;.J s:upc:!'--]Jrofi ts cxtrc.ctod :froc tho ~rv-O-U.J.> 
of l.frica ::L.VJ.J. tho colonis:!tion c:f "thO Orient. sonea·a to contrndict 11.'1.1'7. 1 s nroljictio:r 
'JO "..;h:.1.t not only bo~ecoia oco:l:~d.cts, bet oV~sta 'o:f' tho ota:turc cf RoSi.! 
.Luxo~burg wrote tX.~ we micb.t as well ?m.it tor 11 t..'lo oxtinctioD o:f' tho iooon~~" nn W'.:'.il,j 
for the doclinc in the mtCJ c:f profit to undcndno cnpitc~isrn. 

Lu.Jh t'.O the mJ's o.f profi t2 nrc, ·r.:.1d b:onvily as· the oxtrc.Ction of UJ.lpoid ho;:.:··· 
of' lD.bor wciJhs en workors' b~al::s, the tr· .. lth is t:bat there iru 1t ono"Ugh c:~.p.itul pre;,. 
duced ~o keep tho crro.Zj· c:;'.j)itcliot ey:..:tvt! c;oing with sclf-::mmo p'ro:f'it cotiYc Ol4 ar. 
~vur-exponding oco.l,c. I:.ltC::rosti.~ly cnoueh, it was not in c. l~rxifit work on the de­
cline in tho mto o:f nccUL!Ul.c.tion o:f cupi till but tho 1961 otudy o:r Cnpi till ill Amari:.-:: 
T~co::o3E. , tho.t proved that ·thoro h:lo boon n e1ioo.dy m.tc of 
clecli..,·w in tho occurrul:lt!on o! oopitol a.ttd not juat over a•ohort poricd., but i.'"'l. t~.o 
lol16 tom I"Lll1. Thus, the ra"to tif r:.c~umul::.."ticn doclL"'ledfrc::l 14.~~ .in 1869-1886 .to 
11 •• 2% ir.l909-28'dov:n to·?)~ in 1945-55. · rr.oroovo:o:-, this decl:P,u :L~ tho :re.to of 
r.Cctum.Uation ~cc~d despite the fact thnt cinco World \7t:.r II, the lc.l!lr proO.uctiVi"t~; 
incrc:J.uod 3.5~ annuelly. In c. wore, t!capitc the tromcndou£1 crcwth in mt'.Sa productio::;, 

· dcspi to· tho c:qxu1s!on o:f Ar!loricon co. pi to.J., there ho.d boc.-n no· 11r.utomtiC11 zroWth in 
mtc ·nor in "ml"l:ot. 11 · · 

It ia for this ro..."tscn tl"'.nt •;to couldn't uot -out ot the 1929 dcprur.:·sion; it 
oimply wac o.bcorbad into 1'/crld \lll!' II, .~nd than only by virtue o:f tho a>.-pansioll of 
ota.to intervention into the cconoi;;.t .iid production keep inorca.sil1g. 

Tho stnrt o:f norioun intervention boG<lll, not VIi th World War II, but with tho 
doproosion;botwoon 1929 c~d 1957 thoro'"'" o. :fouz-:fold inoroaoo in production, but 
a ton-fold illcrooso in govarumont uxpondituros, :from 10,2 bilUon in 1929 to 110.1 
billioll in 1957. ~·!orJOVe::r., c'!oDpitc the: fc..ct tbc.t the U.S~ ho.d tho h!ghoE:t OUtpu~ 
:in tho world, par L'll.."'l l"'nur, tho profits in the l950!n wot·o lower than in \Vostorn 
Europa. In su•:mtion, juc t ne til~ 1929 world orioio cado thu ~a cline in tho rete 
of nccUI:Ulction oppo.rcnt in tho advn.'!lccd countritto, oo tho llfro-~~oiun revolutions 
~n the 1950 1 fl nn<l J.960 1s dioclooo·i that, e•1un in proeporouo tiooa, the advnncod 
countries do not lnvo capi tt>.l su:ffioior.t :fer the dovolupnent of tho un<lordovolopod 
cconor.dca. So lo o.n the r.tOtivo fo:-co of reduction continuoo to be tho uccllrnUlo.t:toq 
of f:lurplu:-~ vnluv or unpaid hourc cf labor -- whether fur private plants or 1'or 
stnto opaco-al:ips tho strC'.iJtinP,; of. tho n:J.il:g olaas to ;,pprcprinto tho i'Ull 24 
hours of ren' s lobar stlll f'ailo to cronto sufficient oo.pi t..'ll to induatr:lal.izo 
lithe bc.ckwn1'ti lC'.ndo, 11 
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Th<.~ory end fact l'...cYo moved so close to each other tr.o.t 1 t would be hard to 
fine an~ron~ wl:o would cluirl today thllt th<.:rt: is o.n oxca~::a of ca. pi tal anywhere: in 
tho world. Tt.d.s is ·abvio\1.9 ·when one looks nt undurdovolopod oco~1omios liko InUit:'., 
China, Africn and Latin ~mcric..r:.. It is just as obvious L"'l \'.'estern Europa, the 
United Statco and nusaie. 

llftor two ccnturicE; of world dominD.tion by qapitnlism, tho C:lpitali~t ideo­
logists hn.vo to admit tlm:t (l) until tho end of the ninot.oent!J. century, no cour;.try 
C'Utr.:ido of Wo.etnln Eurcp~ h:ld been bdustr:t.'ll.izcd; (2) tho.t since the 20th cent'Ur.ft 
tho two countries that hnd entered tho industrlo.lizod world, (one through :.:ocin.l 
revolution) -- the addition of Rttosia ru1d J"c.pan to the industrialized orbit - hnr.:.Jy 
touched the total world po~tion. That ia to so.y 1 even VIi th those nddi ticns, 
th~Jrc wo.s n cb!lngo of or.!ly 0.3 billion out of a worlC population of 2 bllliou; and 
(3) two-thirdo of the world is still s"t<lrving Vlhile the other olito iudUGtrialized 
: 1.1.1tions aro busy invcni;:f.ug wo.yo to appropriate ever-more unpaid hOurs of lc.bor,- bot~1 
froc its own workers :-ll'ld those in 1 to farner colonios. 

In a wo1't11 World \1:>r II, did nothing to clumgc tho ·t"Wo basic lcws of capital; At 
Clcvolopmont - the law of. value Md surplus valUe, on th<.: ono hand, and tho law of 
conccntrO.tiotl end cantmlizc.tion of ·Capital; on tho other - which is at the ro~t of 
the gonoml crisis ·Of world capithlisa, privnto or statificd. Quite tho cont:rory, 
r;hcre previously economic crises wore suf't·icicnt to dectroy obsoloacant· oo.pi tal. t~~ 
r.cot!lrt the growth cyclo1 thio tir.lo not even so cntas~rophic ond prolonged n crio1.s 
~a tho world depression o! the l9~0 1 s·could restart vnluO production, As one of th~ 
LlC.st scholarly end profound of mdern economist.s," Simon Kuznets put it: 

ThuS, omorgc.:ncc of tho violent Nazi ·regime in ona of tho 
most oconomioclly developed countrio_o o1' tho wor:.ld rc.iaes 
grove quostions about tho inoti tutionnl basis of modem 
economic growth - if it is ousccptiblo to such a barbaric 
deforoation as a rosult of tronaiont difficultice,****' 

Furtharmorc, oven ~dcr those barbarous CoDditions, the ~ue production thpt 
11ended unemploymont" laid the foundation for tho holocnust; The ru:uno· for the fierce­
ness of intcrnntionnl.· oompoti tio~ is world war. The phenomenal arowth of Vfcstem 
Europa in the l950' a was only further proof of tho faot thD.t now growth depended 011 

the equally phenomennl destruction of 0<1pi tal in the holocaUGt of Vlorld War II, 
Oontrndicticns doopcned ns growth of production meant increase of capital as well no 
ita oonoontmtion und centralization~ Of neoaesity, therefore, ·tr.is expansion was 
licitod to tho clito ono-eovonth o~ the world, i,o,; tho industrialized countries, 
excluding tho undordovolopod countries altogether. Tllll industrinliZilt1cn of the 
t-ndt..rdoveloped lands was an unwnnt~d task, illdood, un impossible task for capi talioo. 

****Sinon Kuznets, Postwar Economic :<rowth. Tho llel..knnp !'rosa ot Harvard University 
Pross, 1964. 
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Tho world rn..'li-ket ic the inatrument throut;h which tl:~ most nd·ro.nccd in world 
production sucked in, not only thu underdcvclopad cotmtries, but the developed once. 
Tl~ua, dvspi to tho "ni:mclo of the 1950 1 s" in tho development of West om Eurc.pc, . 
the J\rncJrican 11chccoth is now boing described, to usc \7ilson 1 a phmsE!, o.s "industr:ic.l 
hulotry." While the r.lirnclc lasted, it creo.tod n new growth fetishism. N'..:'.ny fit;L.tr.:.·. 
wcru cite!.! tu show tr..:lt, il'l cO!.i."tm.ot tc the rloprcsuion :md ·the .".ftcrr~nth of Worl.l 
\/nr II, 1."/o.storn Europe wa:1 ne longer bu:f.i'ctcd n.bcut by anything thnt hnppans ~o the 
United Stntcs. Althous}l it wc..a r.ccoe,'"llizcd thc.t tho U.S. cconotzy, L'"l itc .O.L,;g:r£:gl!t· 
oven when it is nearly ~.&tc.(:."U!lnt o.a it wo.s in thu 1950' a - wcs still as large 
.c.s the wh:)lc of induatric.lized Europe , tho claim wns nevertheless nnde th":lt bcc.:msl 
the govcrnncnt hnd nssumcd so i:nportrwt o. role in the cconor.ij", the De technologically 
developed cou..'1tries were now, not only £rue from mjor depression but that 11wh.~t · 
c.ppccrs cs the busj.ncss cyclu i.e novl~<i.'ll'-3 mir.ly a. rcl"loction of pl'.!lse,s in covorn­
rncnt policico. 11 (Angus llnt!.'clinon, EconoMic Growth in the West, Twentieth C~;ntu..J 
:?un·.t, !lew York 1964, p. 9~) 

Th..! truth is the O>JlCt oppoeito. The growth fctiahiGm eov~,;rcU up the btudno:.:r-; 
rocc~sio11a as if they were :'llcroly t.crnporery .sovei'rlLtontal decisions. Uow thnt the 
gcy-crnmcnt=U. decisions oro nll for groVIth, plua ·. 11 i..'"ldcpendenc(! 11 from AI:r.ericnn indust1:r, 
but· tho actun.l mo.vemcnt is in ti.1o opposite c!irectior.·, the C~cir.l that 11thc pnttr.rn 
has cbngod CCI!lplctcly- since 1958" (p. 160) ·cw1 hn;r'dly stand up. ' 

Aguin, the point is ·tl'.:J.t hora,"·· too, to plcn or not. to pl!'.n has oco.sod to be 
the pivotal ,question, i'ir~t, bccnuso it is not a prir.ncca, much lea.~ .:. oubstituta 
for n func1:unantol reorganiiation of the ralc.tions ln production. N.ot thnt planning 
isn't n f:::c.turc of mo<lorn cnpit~isiil. Evon whe1•e it iu disclnioatl altogc:thcr, us 1n 
tho u.s., it is, in act>JD.lity, oporntiva.. The illusion thnt there is no state pl~ 
~ the u.s., 11a ·p;r:h·-a.te froc c:nterprise11 countxy, if" ever .there W!~S on~, is only 
one I<'.Ol'C cXIllriplc of wbnt Mr.rx called "tho fi>..-ity of n. popular prejudico. 11 

All one has to do to see the state intcr.forence into the ecortoqy, tho state 
plwu1in3 tl'.ct; in fnct," determines tho direction of pri~to copital.inveatmcnts, 
ita full cmpiro over the fielU of soionee is to look nt the statistics of cnv yourr. 
bcgi.'ll!ii--3 with this year r.nd rollin.:; it b:::.ck to the rlcpr«.:ssion. 

Thus: ( 1 ) federal oxpcndi turco tnkc up no less than lo% of tho total out­
put of gooC:.s and services even in tho 11sensntionul 60's" where thoro l".!le boon· privn;b 
capitol invcstt'lont. Aa for tho 1950's, wher~ tho oconoz:zy- wo.s sluegish, it was 
practically the government ~lana which o.cCountod for'cnpit~l L~voatmont. 

( 2) These lush military' contmcts do not mOl'.n thnt privnto capital could 
bo kopt within tho nntional · boundu:>iio's when tho profi to were higher through invcst­
me:nt- L"l Europa while ita 11no.rrow11 profitability in tho u.s. was uno.voidablc because · 
of the prcpondcroncio of constant capital •. 

(3) l!o less thlln twenty four billion dollarD wus expended in 1967' alone for 
Rcscc.rch and Dovulopmont. Thc.t is moro th.!l11 tho groaa nntion.ol product of all but 
twol vo countries in thu world. At tho outbro.:lk of World \'lor II, covcmmont 
invc~;;~tmont · · runouutod to only 3~ of the: ?.cney spent in Research. !t· is nc·r 
no loss than G3%. 

(4) Toworinc nbo·to everything cleo io tho cilitnruo.tion of tho oconom,y. 
Even boforo tho occ..'llation o:r tho Viotna::t War, it hnd grown nt a f:::ntnstic rotc. 
Hero is whnt Wl\esily Loonticf and Marvin Hofi'cnborg writo: 
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The: lh:.!Ucm:L G .. ~-r..:r.mtcnt of the u.s. hn.c been spcndil::~g sooo\'lht:.t 
more th:m ~40 blllion par yc!lr on m'lintonanco of th~J mili tnry 
cstc~blishr.-.rmt 1'.r1d tb.IZ! _procuru_mcnt of arus. Thcsu outlnys r~vc 
nbe:orbcll ubc.ut lc;% of tho [;!·cos :mtior--;.1 product nnd they h.·wo 
oxcececd by sc:YCI"""'...l billion the cor~o~Lincd not nr.nu.:.l invustr.:.cnt 
in O..'"'.tlUfc.cturii.!C, sol"lticc, in.:lustr-J, t:ronsportction, ngricul turu. 

(u.s. J,r=ont o.nd tho Eccnot)Y, 1963, p. 89) 

F'.J:d.lo Benoit who cditcc1 tt ... :.-~t volu.r:lr.: Q!l Disnn:vu.mnt shows tllc e-rect t::rop in 
il:dustritil output, on tho o:to h:md, nnd r·isc L"l uncr:plc,}'IJiO!lt, on the other !and, 
fcllowil~ the cnL of the Kor~~ Wcr. Moroove:r, with rdlitnri?.ation de:crcoo..:.d, thc~e 
wc.s nbt.:(llutely no rise i!l rc:~ invet>tcont in producc.t·t; durable cquip::-tcnt, so tt'JC.t b~· 
1958-61 it dn.ppod 16% bclcw the 1956 level, · 

Rc:ccntly, Mr. Bcn~dt ct:itod still ono more vcltl!:l.o on disalT.Illmcut, this time 
ir.. rclntion tc Worhl cc·:::tot::l.c intci:dcpcndcncc. This firnt cc:::~prohcnsive stondnrd:i.zc·_! 
tc .. bulatiO!.l 9f r:concr.rl..c r:?nourc•:w covers 36 ~r.tionn -- u:.1d those naco\mt i'or 97~ o:C 
the world's Llili tnry spoulli~l[;: of 133 billion dJ;t.lal~s -- comr.r:unist m'!.d non-coc::n.LI'list 
countricc P.likc, including 3Uch diftor{:nt types of pr-,11 tics rmd· of ·undet•deVelopmont 

. ..:.r: ChinO., Isro.cl and the UAR. It is this. !:rl.liturizntion of. tho \·:orld 1 a econo.qy 
which gives tho lie to the supposedly uimculouS growth of the phonomcn..1.l ~ 1 50 1 a11 . 
and the 11scms..1.tion..".l l960 1 t; 11

• Tho trflocjclist11 cou.'1tric3 no woll cw privuto co.pi-t~;.i<Jt 
ones.-- include mil! tnl"izn.tion of thoi!' r:conomins as if thc.t were truu industriali­
za:tiou of th0ir eccnozrd.oa, and_ o.s if th:l.t Sr)w.c!tow helped industrialize the techno ... 
logic:ll.lJ~ underdeveloped cctU:t~·iess 'tuca.usc either "Wcstern11 aid to the' Volta. project 
ir: Gha.'i.."l. or Ru.asian nid to thO High Aawa..~· d:::.tl oodo it .zo. Tho nus.aian statistics 
detailed thu aho .. ro o£ this orbit in world induertrio.l production o.s follows: 

Shu-re of 11 Sc.ci~ist Countrior:; in the flo:-ld Industrt..'"I.J. ProdGctiOn 

1917 ............ o o •••••••••• •·• ••••• , • Leos tbnn 3 per cent 
1937 ................................ o. :Leas than 10 per cent. 
1950 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • cbout 20 por cer..t 
1955 0. 0 I • •••.• •. 0 0 • 0 ••• o .. • 0 • 0 • o 0 o o 0 0 0 about '27 per cent 
1965 ,,,,,All Socinliot Countri~st •• · about 38 per cent 

* Includoo u.s,s.n. which in itself.roprosants almost one-fifth 
of the world industrial production, 

(source: lrnrodnoo ehozi:ljetvo SSSR v 1965 g., SU!tistioooldj ozogoclnil<, 
Centralnoe statistioeskoe upravelenie, Hoska 1966, p, 82,) 

To cxplnb wh,y, with all tr-"t r,rowth·in induatriol production, and n tull half century 
after the Ruooian Rovolution1 tho s~nilnrd of living of the workcra still ho.d "to 
cote!:. up" with t.."lnt ·under p1>1vntc co.pitr.liem1 the Conuuuniats woro cocpelled to go 
bnclr to th~ pivot on whicll all. cnr-italiat prcduction revolves -- labor productivity, 
Sinco tlmt io highest in "tho 17oot, 11 oapocinlly in tho u.s., thoy hlld a thoroUBhJ.y 
co.}li to.listic nnswor to tho problem: tho workcrD rJUf.lt continuo to work and work 
hllrdor - 11 othorwiso it iR iiJpor.oiblo to explain why tho worl<or in tho u.s. gets 
more wages tht.ul the I·olioh workor," (World Marxist Review, Dccumbor 1967) 

In r.! word, tho 1!\..~inopr:!:r..a o:r otntifiotl production, c.."\llina i tsolf Comrrunisc, 
io precisely that of privntc c<>pitc.lioc: -·· tho l<>W of vol.uo, i.o,, tho oxploit<!tion 
of lC".bor. Tho eta to plC<.n, whicll ho::; be on christened "socialism, 11 turna out to be 
tho form of =~ tl•~t Mt-.rx h•><l ::Uwayo dofinod ns "the despotic pl<m of cnpitnl," 
At tho Ollr.IO time, r.J.lituriZiltion of tho OCOUOll\Y, Gargantuan :>B it r.ne booomo in U 
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nucL!nr crmr.d v:orld, only i.."1tcns!fics the ge~1er::ll criocE; it co.nnot ovcrccl:1c the 
lr.w of vc.luc. Rn.thcr, it itself is the proo1' thnt thore is no othor lc.w for cnpitnl­
ist dcvr..:lo:pL . .:mt, excupt t'!'l!:.t the ferocity of the \Vorld coopctition at this Dtn3c: l)f 
en. pi to.liot dcvl:lopn~mt cr~d:;, in world war. No r:nttcr what thu dii'fcrcnccs between 
stc.tifiud i'!.ncJ priv~tc production, the f'undniJm:.t:U. la.ws of ca.pitcl.isct arc opcnttvc; 
both intcrnr'.lly ond cxtcrn:.-.11~~. This holdt:. true c.lso in the rolc.tionship between 
the c.c~vn.nc{;cl nnd the unCcrr~cvcJ.o?Od counttic.:.. Thnt of B:ussic., whether it b<. to 
Er;ypt or cvcti its .former Comr.runi::t clly, Chiill:'., docs not differ funl!o.mt.ntlllly 
from that of the U.s. to latin Aocricn or J.trica.. Stntc capitcl.isr.t can no !lOre 
indu.:;trinlize tho UJ."t~crdcyclopcd coun:trioc thr'.n private cc.pit..'11iem. In cll i.<>J.stru.1co.:., 
the te:c!mologica.l. revolutions i"urthcr incrcuocd the accUDUlctcd cnpi tal needed to 
keep c-.utc~,.tcd. prc.tluctiun .:;oi.ng on n.."l ovr:r-expnndi..'lg scale. Since, however, the 
ir..mcnoi ty 9f t'b.is accumrllntGd en. pi t...'1l Qnplvyod, rclC~.tivcly, less c.nd 'lGns lh-li!f.i· 
l::ltor, the r:.o8t industrinli:::-ei! nnd cost; affluent cn.!Ji tnl experienced o. decline i.l! 
the rnte of profit. 

HC:lncc, the U.S. not vnly did not· industriulizc the uninduotrializud countries 
but proceeded to i11VCtSt in Western Europe whero th~ rotc of pro:fi t w~s higher, 
onr.~ng i tscl:f' tho nnr.10 of 11 il1dUJtri~ helotry ,1r 

A tom.c encrc.zy end m1tor:r~tcti cachh1os coultl occclcrotc tho whole ·indUstrial 
development· to a. point who:ro J3iblicc.l ni:c:!clcs woul.U be poor inacinativc mteri.:':ll. 
This is not utopia., nor tor.:.oriow. 

ready 
o=cas. 
a hu;J:c 

Tochl~ologico.lly tbiG io todcy. Power plunts fUolcd by atomic onorgy ore ol­
in opor.J.tion. Rmmio clcinr.o plans to blnSt l~ko si tEts in bo.rrcn Russian 

Bie; business cil'ClcJ? in .f.L"'.cr!cn .say thoz:c nrl.! plano in prot;reDs :for blnstinc 
hnrbour in northo1n lU.nFJ:k:.\ with :::. single o.tclilic explosil')r. _. 

But if o.to~lic energy is used to crontc mn-m..'1do lt>.kcs in the ScliD.rn nnd Gobi 
d:cscrto, to cove mounta.inc so th..'lt rnin JDD.Y f'oll whtlro-now thoro is drought - - if 
these nl'O not u:topian drocnta but thil1gs tcchnolCigicclly possible todo.y, it would 
nevertheless be tho ~:.eight of naivete to ir.ngiua tho.t co.pitnliD.tl, pr:lvnto or stn.to, 
is or will be co.pc.blo of thoir roa.liz:1.tion• 

!lot only will ropitclioc-. not do it for tho u:1derdovelopad countries, it C..'lll·· 

not do it for itself. Brcchnov's Rus!l::ta., liko privcto corporations in J\;noricn thnt 
dorond 11cost plus" controcto, m1st sp1mll billions OIJ. rockot devcloprr.ont, nat for 
tho touted 11 upnce cxplomtion, 11 but ±'or intercontinental ballistic misoilo producti.cn. 
Both poles of world capital are bu.qy forcing sc1.onco to work for a nuclear wc.r, a 
war thct miglo.t vory well opcll tllr end of oivilize~tion ns wo h.wo known it. Trying 
lmrd to ect into tho oxcluuivc nuclear club io no·t only Dn Gnullc 1 a Fmncc but Mc.o 1e 
Ol'.inn, ond for the BLll!lC l'casons, tho dfJldi.n'\tiuu uf ~ lnbc:r, for when nll is said 
and dena, lobar, liv:!...nc:; lahol~ is tho or..ly aourco of surplus vcluo, that ia t" so.y, 
unpaid oor1,3oo~od labor. 

Thia iu wllJ.• tho crisis io IJO totnl - l~bur \'lill no l'Jne:cr conoont to be r.:1cro 
cbjoct. That this io soon olonrcot i~ tho undcrdovolopod world spooks of tho hieh 

political l.'l..,turi ty of oUr ngc ~ the 111'Ull lmowlodgc11 tl~~t such a. rclc.tiori3hip of 
co pi tal to labor lna never lod oi thor to full iuduotrinlizntion or n tli.ffoz·ent way of 
lifo for th" r.nsoos. ~ if r1o tnko tho long vi ow -- n hclf century -- tho gnp 
botwocn Aoia ( oxcopt Jnpcnj ::uu1 1\frir.o. h:ld .:Urcn~~Y crontcd such n wide gulf thnt, 
whe:n Runoin nur1 Jnp:!n shifted ovm• to b(J intluotl•:i.r:.li::sod countrios, this ohift hardly 
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touchcU the world 1 z total. populn.tion since, i;.1 populo.tton, tho two countrieo a.ccomrt"'!d 
for only 0,3 billion of a totcl close to 2 billion. And toot est:l.mnte (SiLlon Kuznet•, 
Pcotwur Eccuot:ic Growth, 1964 Cnmbridgc) doos not toke into occount either Io.tin 
Amorio:\ or E..."l.vtom :!urope! If, then, we C011Bidor the entire rnngo to which thiE: 
quccticn o:r rclationchip of clcv~lcpcd lands to underdovoloj,)ed ones in tho post WW II 
world, whichJ of course:, includua thoso two oowrtrics ::unong the dov«;:lopcd ones, the 
situntion hc.a not ~t all improved. Tho full extent of the: ever-widening, of the un~· 
lJridgcablo gulf, c:.m b,, e;con at i-ts starlcl:at if we lool~ .,t ::m underdeveloped lc.nJ. -.:. 
Acic. tl'J..~t tho 11Wcst11 h: !:!Dot ::m.xiou.e to help as a bul\vurk aso.inot Chinese Commu."li5m, 
!ndic.. Tho por-C!l.pi.to groso domestic product in tho u.s. in 1958 wa.s $2,324 r.rt 
~e;ninst only ~67 for Indin, o:r. n. ratio of 35 to 1! Thoro is r..o en pi tcl.ist 7;cy to 
OVC::'CO::lC: SUch fo.n-ta.stic c!iopa.ri ty • 

l:·hc situation deus not ~prov~ Druch ii', in relutine o.dvo.ncc!~ to bo.ckward, _we 
oc.mpcre Rtwsic. m!d China. It io truo that the collabomtion in the first years wc.s 
DnlCh more effec-tive thnn c.ny in the Western World and C'hinc!. certa.inl.y n'(Jpeo.red, in 
comr..a.riscn to India, to be v~!.E:tly f:lUporior, in its rote of growth, not to mCntio!l 
its socic~ ovortw:n as C!}'J.i!lst the e::ta.tic vill~e;e cconoiizy" of' Indi!l with i te c.:~.stu 
rc=striotions nnd cow superrJti.tion.* Tho ±'act, hoVIovcr,. tl'!..a.t Chino. woo not aa.t~~fioci 
with the .pace of industrinlizo.tion ~u1ol tlmt the Sino-Soviet conflict omc:tgcd as a 
Ylorl;.1 .clulll.cngo (with which \0113 \7ill.dcal in gro.:~.t data.1lla·ter). ca.n bo m:cnsurcd 
statistically if we continue _witb our conpC~.rison qf' tho_ tmderdovolopod countries 
with tho J\mcrican Colossus; Ohin<l With i~o 700 Clillion eoula, Cnlifornl.D. alone out-
produces toot mot land; t84 billion us "6':Unst 80 billion, · Africa -- East, 
West, North, o.nd evan inclut!J.ns r!ch apartheid South ,\frioo - proc!ucae only a 
littla IWl'C thnn thu Stntc of Illi..'lois; $50 billion to $40 billion. In n word, j1:.t~.d; 
os there -is no solution along the pr:i:vnto capital:Lstic JW.th, so thoro is no v;o.y oui. 
nlcng tile path of. c~~tc capitnli~ callinG itself communise, 

. . 
. !Iovcrthclcss, ·nco-colollialiar:J couldn't hr.1vc been reborn· oo or.sUy lnt1 tho 

rovolution:J.ry oitnotion· continuod to doopen. ·The dialoctica of libc:mtion w~:d.ch hrul 
torn tho Afr'lcan ato.tas :from out of tho dcr.rinntion of impcrinlism was proof onougil 
of the miro.~.los thnt. ca..'"'l bo ncoomplinhcd v1i th the upaurgo .of rovolu.tion, The 'Jniquo­
neaa· of rovclution -is th.nt 1 t so nJ. taro iu.u:r:m oxporicnce th11.t totally now human re­
lations open up. T11osc now huoan rulation3 put an onU to tho sopa~to oppositeness 
of subject ond object. Tho ::ol~aoe c:f unt:::.ppe:d cnoreics thnt shook empires ancl ga.i::·­
e~ freedom nlso compollod tho ompira atatcs into civine aid to thair formcr·colo~~. 

And where Do ~aullo 1 a F:mncc doprivod Guillen of avon ita telephones, tho 
dnrinc of the Guinccn.s :inspired others to help. Tho pr:iJ:JCI l)lac.cnt then wo.s tho rosa . 
confidence that 1 t is they, and not doad thin[ts ( bo thoy mnchi ... 'les or lack of mchi...,es. 
toot shape tho course of history, Tho spontCillei ty of their united action did, in­
dacd, dolj.ver blows to tho l'J.w of v~uo n.t hooo and in tho world I:V:lrkot. 

Tho tmgcdy of tho .Africon revolutions boean tho da.y o.ftor revolution boca.uEin 1 

fi:·ot, leaders wore co wci@ltcd ilowu with consciouanoss of their tochnologicnl bacY.·· 
wnrdnoss, th!lt they turned awcy from tho M3SOS r.nd tumod instas·.1 to one of tho two 
palco of world c:J.pitcl. ll1he iP-olction from the mssoa dcopcned so thl\t tho new 
rulers bog.:m to look o.'t tho!:'! ns r.toro labor power. The result \'to.a, not only o. drop 
iu wo.eos - tho rise directly nftor indoponc1o~co :t:rovod a tucpomi".f :Co~turo - £:!E. 
tho aid tho countrioO received frau both nuclear tit~lD lonsoncd, but r~so they be­
ll"" to spoolc different lCJl!>'ll.".gco. ~'ho loaders could think of nothing core tmn 
pros::;ine clown upon the: wcl'k:cro; the 0111ra roVolutio:rl!lry tho rhetoric, tho mro exploit­
ative tho reality, 

4186 

• 

• 

I 
' l 



Tj1uo, oa Gh:uu ClOYed GYor closer to the COJ.:"!Iinlllist orbit, and sto.te plruuline, 
tho crulf' between tho lc:~.do:t's and the lr:d so widened tlmt thoro was a e:eneml otrl.i::o. 
I:y 1961, Gh.'1.1m \·1ns .full of plans - o. three-year developmental plan; a sovo:·;-year 
plc.n for "work nnd hnppinoss 11 - which, while aiJning at nothing short o:f self-sus­
to.ininr,: industrial r;rawth by 1967, wont :b..nncl in ll!·.nd v1i th u dcnr.nd for o 5% com­
puloory snvir.gs, The da.y thr:: pay envelopes reflected this 5% reduction, thf~ eencml 
ctrikc broke out in the oost in.du3tr.talizcd sector o:f the; o:::onor:zy-. 

Gh.'1I1.1. v:ns one Africa..'>l count:r-.r th..1.t did try to diversify production. Despite 
the :fnct tlm.t cocon rcmincd king, Ghnno. hr..d 1 with the Volta project, boeun an in­
ciustr-'.ul OOt:lplcx, It w.:~.s precisely in Scl:ondi-Tnkoridi whurc the ro.llwr~y worke:ra, 
dock workers, COI!i!:lcrcicl cmplo;:cas, civil scrvnnts ::md zrorkct women joi11ed the pro­
test ngainst th.:; w:111e reductions. Thc!la workers were supported· by the t:rnnsport 
\·lorkcra in Acero. and Kwr..si. ~he reaction of thC lenders vtas emctly thnt of .~.'1.(! :::-s · 
eov.::l';}i"lherc. The workcr-lcn.clcra of the strike woru nrrcstod, Those tr:u1o union 
of'!icio.ls thnt hnd nupportcd r.lllk-c.nd-file dc:::lmlds wore cxpellcC :froz::. the tr.-:.~.e 
union~-~ nnc1 tho .Convention P'.loplos P:lrty, Tho workurs wura f'orcod bnck to wo:-1:. 

It is ·those inten~'ll dcvelopttents, and not nco-colonialism, which widened tho 
eulf .between leo.dors m1d J.od. At the sumo time tho iSolation from the IInssoa c.:n .. :;;t:t. 
tho lcudorn·tc pluy tht: BC!JO of ncutmlity on the world political sconp, whero they 
were more neutral t'o one polo of c~pitQl tho.n the other, gairiinB nothina from eith.,..·-.~ 
Tho.wbolo econol.\Y woo thereby suclcCd into tho world market to so decisive a degree 
thnt the fall o~ price at cocoa, the rnc.in COilii!lodity, bid the found.:ltion :for tho 
.-verthrow of tho Nklu'I.U:l:lh rogimu, Not thnt this hnpponcd ovel'!liaht, or by u single 
blow, rather it wuo the cli.ct:.x of a ·movel:lent thct beaan soce two or throe years nf,;.,.~ 
:indt!pendence. 

· When I go~ to Accm in April,. 19621 tha mssivo strikeo had ended. TJ:e Trndr:•J 
Union Congroa:;: was orgc.nizoU under the bo.n11er o:r "T_oword 1fltrw:;nhiD.m. 11 Who11 I intor · 
viewed Mr. !,bgnus-Goorge-, .De put~,. Actina f?eoretnry of ·tho Gho~ai::m Tmdes· Union Fcdc:r·· 
ution, I clid not oak for further onlightenoont on tlmt question, but ll.mited 1:\l'SOl:f 
to-questions as to tho laos of indopOnd~1cc of tho trades union movocont with its 
::~erGor with the CPP. A bluatory individual, Mr. l>lo{l!lua-Georgo apcko belligerently: 

We do not soc the re-.1.sons why poople in Europe alwayo c.ok 
us why wo arc llll intOGI'f'~ P"rt of the CPP, ·It is not their 
business to tell us who.t to do, We're living in a free 
country and can do wl't .... .,t· wo lilco. We're on intogro.l port of 
the CPP and hD.vo no aopa:mte t:mde union card. l'la 1ro go:l.ng 
to stop up productivity with the Thrco-Xour Davolop,ment Plan 
(July 1961 to July 1964),, It will be very intorest:l.ng for 
you to know thnt ""Y ti!!lc there is a misundorstond:l.ng with tho 
stcto nnd wo1~ors down tools, after their criovoncee are ro­
drooscd, thtJl,. work :f'reo to mko up loat time, 

Thia ween 1 t thu stOr'J thnt I sot oi thor from the Ghannian workers or from 
other African t:mde ur.ionistG, who hD.d to docl with tho GhD.n.:\ian t:mdo uniono, thnt 
lmd followed tho alo0nn or tho l!nat German t:muo union propngandn slognn, 11dofcat tho 
impori!:J.iot by ooonomio ncoomplishmonte through tho productivity pledge movement." 
Thuo, ti,E. Jollow, who hondo tho Gc.mbia Workerrs Union and who J-l..o.d boon oha.raoterizu<l 
by IOOsnuo-Gcor~u ao a 11lackcy ci' i.r.lparialism, II said to 001 
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I ~1.0.vo tho hiGhuot roapcct for ProGidant Touro and Nkrt..u:lnh 
u.:J fiahtcrc; they arc iiij'irJ{:; to ado.pt socinliflm to :1fricnn 
rcnlitiar.; but, to be rcalil';ltio, the AA'l'Ol!1 w.'lS built up for 
idcolocrico.l ru~sOl!B. A:1d now in Ghmm thuy c:!ll workorR 1 

:3tr1Jcos 'lubor indisciplillo 1 • We1 will never bow to auch au 
o.ttit~do to la.bor. ;7c will not bow to an org:c-.nizntion th.·1t 
cnll3 workcrfJ 1 strikes 'lo.bcr indiscipline.' 

1m olU-til!l;.;r who w::'n in i:ha union office then nddoll: "the old suyine wo.s 
'thu our.. ncvor sets en the- Britinh Er.piro nnd tho wo1gos novor riso 1 o.nd now wo or<-' 
eoinc tl:rough thu scone type of tilillg. Whet our m:w lenders don't recognize. is thrd; 
org:-.r.:.izctions coma vcr; quicl':ly, ospo::cinlly :::~::1one tho youth, but ~hey a.lso di::;.:;.ppcn!" 
quickl:-. But rE;voluticn!:l nuvcr stop. l:i'o \":ill MvfJ ours." 

Thnt same thcr.Jo wne: sounUed ulso -in Sonogal. Vibilo Fro3idont So1J8hor sp~Jnks 
most eloquently abol.!t l~fricrut Soci::.licTJ., thu ccuntry itself h:l.s undorgono vary lit't"j ·::J 

QCOncrdc cl" ... ucos after c;;;.inint~ ·pol:!. tic~ indopon!!cncc. Sonegnl still follows Iio Uo.u.U~ 
!i'r::mc.:o oll ·too cloouly ~!l not unly in foreign policy. The: truth is t.lmt tho rela.tir.;n­
.::hiz:. o'£ worker to· mnogcuont nt the poin:t of pl,olluction and tho relationship o:f +.he 
grc~.:.t ronsos c.e consUL!ora to th~ potty ti'a.dos i:J prutty r.-ruch whb.t it wc.s boforo · 
politic...""'.l i.."'ldopondoncc V!'J.:;; nchio"~tocl, Ini:.cod, one /,frican frir.-:nd wo.s so in:turic.tod 
na we wr~kod from the boo.utitul wide 'uoulomrda of :Ikllmr into tho bock. street slums 
nnd, on tho wr..y, pnasod tho marlccia whore O\'morship romine in non-African ha.."1.ds 
th.a.t he GC.id bitterly, 11~a wo onbnl'k on our I';Jocond revolution, ·those white settlers 
will mko of -D::lka.r c.nothcx· .,Ugicrs. 11 

nor in such talk limi tad to '.','oat Africn; oi ther where thoro hr~a boon VOT:".f 

ncnrl:; no chn.:.:Lro in oconomic dopGndonce nn the 11mo·thor ccuntry11 since BCinL"lS pol~.tic':ll 
inUcpond.cnco, or where thai-a ha.vc; b,oen :::dli tc.ry' ovei\-i.urns of tho lo..'ldorshipfl tbnt 
r1on int:opcndcnco, It oxtanda ol.so to fust ..'i.fricn, o.g~in not only. in countrir.:IJ whor'~ 

·an op!Joattion party exists o.nd points to ·c diff'orl,jnt ro::.d of dovolopmont, as in 
Kcn,yn, (coo iio·t 'Yot Uhuru, by Ot;:lneo Odinen) but il1 Tanzania where Julius !1yerore 
hn" h1J11Bol1' choll(;cd courses, both on tho quoot:lon of induatr:Lnlizat:lon and in re­
lation to tho oxisti..n£; eli to in his own po.rty. Whcro, to outsiders, Nyerere 's famou .. ':l 
~\:ruahr:. Doclrirntion·c-.ppe:\rs to !Jo no mora than a. recognition of the 11 coX'!'ootnoss" of' 
nc:noo 1a Dwnont'o Fnlso Start in Africa, !Jyercrc's emphasis on o.gr;culturol._dov~~opmetrl'~ 
l-,thor thtln in<luotr:Lnl spoct:1culars bocnuse 75% of Tanzanians live on tho land is a 
conl'rc.atat:lon, not only with tho economic roali tics of Africa but with the solf-dovcl­
opmont of /,fricans theoretically, Net ouly docs the u.s., ·as a global power, limit 
ita "fr1ondahip11 for Nyororo only so long o.s ho is considored o.s not ·bo.vin(;_ fully 
!allan into tho Chinuao orbit, but even intelloctunla who oro not oonnootod with tho 
Sto.to Doportr:1ont oro totally donf to the voices thnt come frotJ Africnn solf-dovc'l.op- · 
uont. Tho ouporior air of non-Marxists, who apo:Jk o:£ tho "dcceiv:Lng simplicity of 
c1iulc.rct1cn" (Chri~toph;:r Bird, "Scholarships and Propaganda" Problems of CommuniS!!!t 
r.brch-April, 1962) io too fillod with complacency to lot · an,y knowledGe, either 
of ~brx:l.aJ1 dialoetios or of A:fr-.i.can roali ty · fil tor in ao tho Africans, not tho 
t~r~o:d.c.·uul, Wldorot..--ult! them. Thoao who try to f'orcc an idonti ty of Mo.rxism, o. thoozy 
of t:r.'Jl

1c sclf-cnmnoipr;.tion, with Coz:ummism, tho precticc of .state co.pitaliGt oxploit-
1\tlen, bar nn ob3cctivn rt1tioual apprc<~ch, both to tl1oory and to· pmcticc. Were it 
even true thc.t !fyororo rli<;n 1t consider hicwolf an indepcndont socialist (oxcopt thnt 
ho ~ooo} 1 it would still bo a f!lOt tllat throughout nowly i11dependont Afric<!, the 
cro:-. t r.-njori ty c.rspcci.."U.\y the youth, considers socinlism tho only road to real freedom, 
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rc:jcctsco.pitaJ.ism outright, U..'ld :fools sure that tho "seeds of revolution11 ·th."l.t ll!'.vo 
been plan tel! co.nuot bo dc:otroy~d 1 not cv~.::n by tho cuporior might of the tvchnoloci·~ 
cally ndvnnccd cou.'"ltrics th'\t reach :for outer epnco, while milliona nrc killed or 
nllowcd to st..'1.rvo. 

This ottitudo is pcr..-nsivo CU!lone nll strn.tl'. o:f Africans. Evon nt tho fort:JO.l 
moe tines o:f tho U .11. , ./i.fricnn lc·adcrs express ngrcemont with Mar:-t who, they !'eel, 
is cloaor to tho rm:.litir.:.s of Africa th~ tho livint; .A.frica.nista. Thus, ut ~he 
second UUCT.lill (UN" Con:fercnce on Tl.'::.ldc C..l'ld DevclOP'.Jl!;nt) !:lcct!.."'lG in new Delhi, Fobu.."'"l.r.ft 
1968, :r.bli's director of ccon~mic plcwninc quoted i\t-l.rx 1s sto.to.:nout, "ltCll 1s cconocic. 
conditions rl.otcrmii:.cs his social conociousn~sa, not !'.is social consciousness tho 
economic condi tiona" for thc: purposes of WC'.rl1ine the Weut ·what DiBht br-.ppcr1 :"lOJ\.-t. 
(A.I 8/9/68) 

-_Tho ::ru.ch-tuuted 1% of tho Gl!P thc:t the 11Chriotian Wast" wo.s ::.uppcocd to bnv;· 
set unidc for dovolo"pmcnt of tho nl,)wly independent A!'"To-Asin.n countries, omo.ll oncug:":::. 
ns it \'.'0.3, ncyor becOIJc ~ rocli ty. The 1961 fiaur.os chow tho a.ill to luwo bec":'l 0~87'1 
~d tilis hud ~rthor frJ.lcn. ~o ~ low vf 0.55% in 1967. Morcovor1 this decline in c.Ld 
CDJTtc about just whoil. the trudo of tJ:w W.ldcrdcvcloped countrtes in the. world ma.rkct 
foll from 2'/% in .1953 to lg,'; in 1967 t .!!!!9, the prices of pr:!Jilary zoo de fell "o'lOiU '-i 
7% \",hila, the m'Ulufa.c'tur~d gocG.s thu undordevelcpud lundc lmd to import rose by 10%. 
As Ydmc Sart.,ljQ.re of Liberia. put it:· 11And uvc:n worse, they (tho developed countrj.~:· · 
feel little n:on-.l guilt for tho incr~o.sin£: gop betv1een the two.VIorlrls." {Mrioo. 

.. ~, AULJUst-Soptembor, 19~8) J~nd So, aftllr two full l!lOllths of c1iscu:~sion, the · 
1600 delogO.tos roprcscnti...'"lg 121 t!vr.1b..::r s·tc.teo, end 44 intenntionnl oraanizntiono 
loft tn:CTAD with r: lot of pent-up Clll(lcr at tho do-nothir.[llloss nnd indifference of 
tho big pow ere, 

One Af'rican oduca.tur wrote me recently tho.t, utopio.'l a.s 1 t might solmd, 
"theory io more impon::.tiVo :for Africa at this staee thn..""l. even ecol:loclc holp. lYi tho\.1.: 
t~ thoo1·atic framework we wj,ll continue -:to e;o nowharo .:faat." It ian 1"ti tha.t he.is 
liviD(: on the moon; it is i;llat, living vo!:;, much in the Afl-ican realitY, heio in­
sietitlg tho.t thcorctici-'lll::l must step dividing. thccry ."frat~ proctice n a. la Sene;hor11 

who CO!! speak o:r tho ht.lmru!isc of Hnrxisi:!. in tht! srune brt;tath o.s he follows tho polic1·:·s 
c.f DeGc.ullo,c..nd met insto.:.cl, worlt out a. new rcl::-.tionch:ip of theoty to pmctic.:e 
which arises out of the pmctioo ot the rnci.saos~ It is c. fact tho.t ncong tho youth, 
;torkcrs il1clu<.led, and among those intollectuo.la who do not identify too closely \?i"th 
thtl a::d..otin,:; oto.tc powar·in their own country,· tho ideo..::; tho.t aroused tho.:n in the 
strucalo for froodoo continue tu bo dobatod, ~he diugust is 11ot with Jf.:lrx an<l 
humr.J.nm but, ::to one put _it,* vtith tho 11now brood. of Africanists who servo up some 
undi&nstible concoction of :nbrxism, P:l.n-Africo.nism and llkrumahism11 as if ll"krt.ttlt!h 1 s 
!all was nothing but a aoo-colonialist plot. 

It is not pocsiblc to couprohend tho Afrie~~ reality outside of both tho com­
pelll.ll(l objoctive fol·cos of \'/orld production, ·the pull of tho world nurl:ot, :?!'.£ the 
undorlyine philosophy o:t th.;: mo.ss-::s which fur:<: c..."l.llacl "the quost for uni-rcrso.lity. 11 

The fo.ct is thflt tho new "onarB:lzing principle" vtns not sucked i11to the world m:clce-C: 
nnd oven now, :lfter C".ll tho sot-ba.ckrJ, shows nothine as disc.stcrous cs tho nnlo.isoa 
which busct n:f.'fluent u.n,A. F::.r from rigor IJOrtus having aut in runcng "tho poor 
1.fricr.no11 , they arc continUin& tho discussion of tho l'olationohip of philosophy to 
l"'OVolution, and not only among themsolvos but intorn.."ltior.,'ll.ly. ThiJ \'halo point seotm 
to be to hold 011 to tho principlo of cl'uo.tivity, and tho aontrndictocy ~rooess by wl~:.:h 
oroativity tlevolcpa. It;n't thiE tho truth tlmt a.csc.!'od tho forw~rd movGmont of hUIIlll.n:.t; 
on tho now lovol of thouc;Lt W.t bocnmc n roulity cv-.:r uinco ~ho l!1ronch Revolution.? 
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