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Rough Draft PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION, by Raya Dunavevskaya

Part III. - BECGIORIC REATITY and the DIATECTICS OF LIRVRATION

Self-Determination in which
alone tke Idea is to hear
1taelf speek.

~ Hegel

Chapter I - The Afriecan Revolutions and thie Lorld Economy.,

In the reaim of thought man ezn claim to be ‘the brain of
the world, but on the ronerete level of real life, where any
cceurrence will afiect beoth the physical and spirdtual being,
the world is always the broin of man... So who could cleim o
exclude any one sclwol of thought, any one kind of thought, or -
any one human femily, without by =o doing, exciuding himself to
some extont from the totnl society of man?
. . . ‘ : - Selrou Toure

The African Revolutions opencd a new page in the dialectic of thought as

well es in world history. At a time vhen the African Revolutions were redraving

© the map of the world, thd arrcgance of white civilization, not only among the
ruling' class but even amons soms of the Inft, persisted. -Thus one socialist¥®
wrote about the African contribution as if its theory was &ll comprised in Tom
Yboyn's “one man, ore vote.! Leaving aside for the moment that “one maw, one vote®
dizclosed-riothing short of a revolution against white domination that parades s
"democratic civilization,' these intellectunle heve a& long woy to go before they .
‘equal the African's intellectual grasp of his tasks and responsibilities, not to
mention hic courage, daring and totality of devotion 4o the struggle for freedom..
Whether the-ildem was expressed as simply as Kkrumah expressed in the early 1950's,

- ot the begiming of the struggle for independence from British imperialism: "Ready
or not, here we come "; or whether, once the revolutions succeeded, the idea of
freedom cowld be- expressed more comprehennively, as in the words of Sekou Touro:

The science resulting from all human kmowledge has no natiorality.

The ridiculous disputes about the origin of such and such a discovery
do not interest us since they add nothing to the value of. the dis-
covery. It can thorefore be said that African unity offers the

world a new humanism essentially founded on the universal solidarity
_and coopsrntion botwoen poople withous any ricinl and oultural
ratogonism and without nnrrow ogolem and privilege. This ia above
and boyond the problem of West Africa and as far removed from tho
quarrels vhich divide the highly developed countries as are tho -
conditions ond aspiraticns of the African pooplo.®# -

* Sldnoy Lens, “The Revolution in Africa," Iiboration, Jan., Fob., March, 1960.‘
¥#* Sekou Toure's speeches are from those oxcerpied by Abdullayc Diop in his "Africa's
Path in History." Soo Africa South, April -~ June, 1960, Cap o town,
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The point at &1l times was te keep, as one, the waderlying philosophy of
revelution end the Ymalting of revolution. Idke the Pfreedom fights againet the
Comrmniut rulers in East Furope that began in Fast Berlin in 1953 and culminated
in Budapest in 1956, the African revolutions ngninst Westorn imperialism ot the
end of the 1950's wore searching for e rew hussnisn, seeldng to work out o new
relutionship between theory ond practicc, Here 1s hew Lcopold Sedar Senghor put
it in his report to the Constitutive Congrees of his Porty of African Federntion
in June, 19%9:

A nation that refuscs to lkcep 1its rendezvous with history,
that does not beliuvve itself to be the beoroer of o unique meosage -
thet nation is finished, ready to be placed in a musoum, The
Negro Afrdican is not fimished even before he gots sbtarted. Let
hin speak; above all, let Lim wet. ZTot him bring like a lcaven,
hig measage to the vorld in order to help build a universal
civilization.

He further singled out the Hucmiiom of Marxiom es most relevant to the Afrlcan
scene: "Iot us recapitulate Marx'’e positive contributions., They are: tae phil-
osoply of humanismeconomic theory; dinlecticel method.!

Vhether sloganized ns Yone men, onc vute' or Pan-A.[’ricanism, Negritudu or
humanism, "Izwe Luthu' or "African Peruonslity," Ulmrn or African Socialism, "Seek
yet first the political idpgdom" or "Uijeme,! the coll for freedom mow reverberated
around the world. Vhere "Lackward" Africa was charged with a dynamism of ideas
that opened new paths to rovelution; the Geld Wor reigning in sdvanced U,5. pro-
duced no pervasive o malalse emong bourgeois intelleetuals thot they proelu.imed
an end to ideology."

Any traveller in Black Africo .who is at all sensitive to freoedom's call is
under a compulsion from the surge of the libération movemont to become engaged.
The dynamiam of "Freodon Mow' infuscs even old idezs witz foree capable of piere—

ing any ghield of apathy.

A mild American demurror. thnt there are "too many "$ribal 1a.nguages" brough'b
a heated respomse that thoro ic elways some African who Mmows the other tribe's
language. Indeed, the sound of & single drum best, or the sound of & truek with
party flag flying, brings out an entiro villege, In less time than it taltes the
visiter to get out of the truck the wholo village hno assembled, with minstrel
prescnt to transmii loudly, for oll to hear without bonefit of wircless, the words
of tie most bashful of any tribe. In a flash the hantabo bocomes transformed from
a placc of gossip to ono chargcd vlth nolitical discussions lasting far into the
night, On many occasions I have had eause to doubt that Africans sleap at alll
Yovertheless, despito the instant mnas mobilirations and desplie the Pact that the
soarch for now humanist beglmnings that would unite philcoophy and revelution,
theory and practice, which was by no moons limited to latelloctuals, but wan a
nood most urgently folt by the musses themsolves, we rust coberly race the prosent
bleak roality. Tor, just as thoso revelutions reshaped the map of Africa in less
than o decade, they just cu repldly reachod the crossroads. Thus, though the re-
volutions sprung out of doep indigenous rnota, and by thoir own foree, achioved
thelr cmancipation independent of both "Weat" and "Bast," they wero externally not
quite as "non-alignod" rftor gaining power, and, intommally, thore was a soporation
betwoon tho leadors and the lod., Tho latier remainod workors and hind to work harder
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Sdle the Jeaders beeame the rulers. Sucked into the world rarket dominnted by
auwvaneed technoleogles, the technologienlly umderdeveloped lands moved headlong to
‘tmgedy-

In the mid-1960's, no less than 17 out of the 37 nmovly-independent Afriecon
stotes gove way to military coupa. The trugedy of this movement bockwards waz
storicest in Ghana wiere none hiad ricen te the defense of Wkrumah, altheugh he hnd
veen the first to have led a black frecdcin movement to its freedom, the first tc
hrove unbarked upon the course ¢f liberation with fudl avarcvness both of the need
T a theory of revelution t:z well as mass participation in reconstruetion uf the
country on new beginnings, aid the first who cttempted to work out perspecti\ms
for the v'bole of Africn, if not for the whole of tho new Third World.

The fact that Hommah's rcvolu-t;icmry rhetoriec foll fur short of a ihecry
of revolution in the full tradition of Marriome* doos not mean that it can e dis-
riesed as nothing but o retionalization for a new elite honded by "moot corrupt‘
Osagryofo, as the milifnry that overthrew him now cleims. On the other hond, ve

© cammot toke, ot face value, Vkrumeh's insistonce that his downfall vasg nothing more
thon o neo-coloninlist plot. .

The truth is thet the Chanain mnzses did not come to Nkrumh'a defonse.
They danced in the atrcets Instond, Thoy domolished the statutes he hnd raised
everyvwhere to his owvn glorifiention, not boecuse "Wostorn Imperinlism” ‘paid thom
to do so, muach leas becuuse thcy werce "backwnrd" and 2ailed t0 understand the groot
. philosophy of trecdom eallod Harxism, but degraded to YHiorumahism,® but becouse
the gulf botween theory and roality rould no longer be bridged. The downfall was
" caused, not only by externnl couses, but by internal once. . .

On the other hond, this dooan't mean tlhat veo-colonialism ia juat a figment
of supor-hontod irmgination of Africen netlounlists and/or Commurists. %o ene the
reality in all its comploxitios, we munt, thereforas,first of all Yook ot the object-
ive world situntion and the contradictory ralnt:l.onship, not enly between the toch-

-~ nologically advanced and the tochnologically under-doveloped countries, but alse
the rolationship botween the advancod countrics themsclves, It is only then that
we will be able to retum . to the intornnl couses and exnmine agaln the relation-
ship between the rulers und rwled in the newly indopendent African countrics.

Tho 1960's wore supposed to hove beon a Docade of Dovelopment. Instecd of
that U, designation becoming.a .ronliiy, we huve actunlly witnessed o movement
backward inzofar as the tochnologically advanced coumtrion are concorned ond thoir
¥2144" to the now countries. The £irast flurry of "Wicstern" concern or Interest
v.s stimidnted by trying to koop on to ihoir former empires now thot these were
na longer colenial enterpriscs, and thon stimidated by foar to lose the politically
indopendent countrios to Comrunism. Tho intercst lasted all too brief c time.

The U.N. economic survey, in 1966, after somo 200 pagos of statisticol tablow and
anclysen, wag fercod to conclude thut whon you comparo yonr 1961, with the year
1978, you find:

®E¥* Onc apologiot for Nicrumah who hiad boen o Marxdst 414 a tribute to him

by «ledming that Nkrumnh Yolsglo=handodly outlined a programme based on the
ideas of Marx, Lonin and Gandhi..." (Focing Ronlity by Gmco Leo, J.R. Johnson, Tiore
Ohoutieu). Outoide of FHkrumahi's immediate gnfournge who degraded the whole of Maxxiam
to "Nkrumohism," moat analyaists incide and outside of Ghann wore well onough avmro
of tho mutilation of tho very concopt of theory by Nkrumnh, -
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The considorable gaps in lovel of activity and xicent of
indusirialization botwoen the indusirialized and tho
doveloping countries, ecach considered as 2 whole, romoined
casentinlly of the same dimensions in 1961 as 1938, (p. 254)

It doct not take groot longiriation to realize how very hoavily the West otill
weighs cown upon Afrien when once koeeps in mind tkat 1938 wino the year of the great
mwi~cnding depression when coleninlism relmed supreme while 1960, "The Africa Yeor!
viets the year when no lecs thon L6 cowntrics hed gained theilr independence, when the
advanead londs supposedly weleomed these countries with open arms snd +he World Banlk.
Clesrly, nco-colonlslism is not something inveated, either by the Commmmist cr the
africon but is the truth of vxisting world capitelism. It becomes 211 the more
evident when tho onalysis is not limited to one ycor of independence bus extends to
six years of the "devclopment decadoiV : ’

Indeced, if alleownncc is mede for the reverse flows {of intercst
and profit and indigenous eapital} and for the faet that a large
proportion vf receipts consists of transfers in kind (much in the
form of designoted ‘surplus! commcditics) or of reinvested pro-
f£its ecmed in tho developing countries themselves, it ic evident
‘that the zmount of new, oxbormnl, diasposable purchasing power
being made available to the devoloping countries has declined 'Bo
a very low lcvel. (1966, p. 3. cophosis mine). ™ -

The lack of flow of :anestmcnt capitnd to the technologleally undexdevelopoed
countries is certoiniy not due to ‘the foet that they arc supposedly so backward, fo
locking in techniecal personncl thot they coulé not put capital to use. Even so
consorvative o person av David Rockefeller hos éstimntcd, in 1967, that the countrilen
could abooxb ensily threc to four billion dollars more annmunlly than they are now
recelving. No, the roason no copitul flows thot way insofar zs the "West! is con-
cerned in thot privete eapital does not get invested thore at nll.now thot they have.
found thot .they can get gronter rotes of -profit in the devecloped countries in Westory

EU.I‘OEO

To soc tho tragedy in all its implications, let us first look at the decline
cven in agriculturc in the underdoveloped countrics and then compare 1t to the phonc-
monnl. growth of Wost BEurope. The U.N. study shows thot “beotweon 1954-65, the total
agricultural production is cetimnted to have been & miro 1%, well bolow tho growth
in population.”  Worst of all, as distinet from agriculturnl production, food pro-

_duction per capitu hns diminished by 2% in 1965-65 us compared Yo the five year .
average from 1952—3 to 1957-8. Fi.nnll,,r, the "Christinn Wost”. never evon came up to
the meager sum of 1% nationnl gropo product to ba contributed to the doveloping
countries, Instend it doclined to 0.84% in 1961, 0.62% in 1967, while tho U.S.
Cungress out tho Prosident's budgot for 1968 fram $3,200 million to $2,300 millicn,
the lowest in its 20 yoeor post-war history!

How look ot tho "penuntional 5G'a" as seen fronm tlic vantoge point of the
advancod tochnologlea:
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Now coopare just the tdclnwlo:jicnlly cdvaneced countrios of this deeccde ay
agoinst the whole perdiod, 1313-1650:
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There is no doubt about the pheriomenal growth, but thore is a grent deal more than
the. introduction of plan involved. Though the lattor helps, the docisive feature

is the holocausts of world war ond the spurt t: growth of capital given after the

total destruction! On the other lnnd, it doos not ald tho underdeveloped tochnol-
ogles who hnd no capital to Login with, as the U¥ study shows,

The underdeveloped countrios have loarned that for those who have no nceumu- .
lotod copital, the now tochrological revolutions to industriclize more rapidiy have
no value whatever. They reim:l.nm”culturos, the prica of tholr one erop buffeted by
tlo price structure of the world market, and whether they plan or do not plan, haa
littlo effcet on tho noo-colonialist structure, Whon the price of their ene crop
folls drasticnlly, as cocon did in Ghann in 1965, there cre all the preconditions
for c downfall, For that mnttor, oven whore o state, lilkte Cubn, is protectod fraa
the worst vlhimg of tho world market ond whose stato plan is total, tho price cf svgar .
is 8t11l dopendent upon the soeinlly nocoscary labor time established by world pro
ducticn. In a word, to plan or not to blon iz not the decinive gquestion. 4Tho
atote of tochnological dovolopment and the accumadatoed eapltal are tho dotorminante,
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This is an oge when from a "purely cconomic" point of view, Marx's forocast
of eapitalist eollapse has nmoved from thecry to life. The decade of the 1950'n
urderlines vividly the protleom of capit'xl in narrow copitolistic terms while, ot
the s $time, it {lluminates Morx's extrerc assunaption that copiteliem would cou-—
Iapse gven id "the 7ull twenty-four hours n doy... (of the labuurc.r) wore wholly
appropriated YW capitat."

Karx's contention was that tho systom would collapse because surplua volue
cormcs £rom living lobor. Yot the contmdictcrv tondency in eapitidist development
that resta on this expleltation of lenbor is to use leocs of livirg labor and more ofF
reeldines. The contradiction butweon needing evor lesser anounts of living labor o
set in moticn over greater coounts of dead lehor erectos, ot one and the sore tmc,
c mogoive unenployed oroy ond a decline in the rate of profit.

In tho hoyday of inmperinliom; the cuper-profits oxtroetod fyom the carve-uy
of Lfrica ond the colonisntion of the Orient scemed to contradict nrx's predictior
g0 thut not only bourgeo‘a econcpists, but evoln Mordsts of the stoture ¢f Roso
Luxerburg wrote thot we might as well woalt for "the extinetion of the moon® as weiy
fox 'Lan deeline :Ln thc r'~+c= cf profit to underr.ﬂ.no eapltclisn.

Luah o the pass of profits are, nnd Navily as the cxtmc.,ion of u.npaic‘ howr
of labor wolgshs on workc“s' baeks, the truth is that thore isa't cnough capitul pro.
duced to kcop the crogye eoplielist syuten going with self-sama profit metive on an
ever-cxponding seale. Interestingly cnough, 1% wos not in 2 Morxist work on the de- :
cline in the rete of accurmlotion of copital but the 1961 study of Copital in Amer:.
T.eomomy that proved thet there has beon n steady rate of
deeling in the acourmdation of capital and wot just over o' short pericu, but in the
long torm run, Thus, the Tato of cectmulotion doclinedPrem 14,67 in 1865~1888 fo
£1..9% ir 2009-28 devm to TE in 1945-55.. Koroover, this decline in the rate of
recumilation oceurnd dosplte the foet that sinco World Wer II, the lolr productivit,
inereaced 3.5% annuelly. In o word, despite the tremcndous crcwth in mess productios,

- desplte the cxpansion of American capita] » there had becm no' "rutomatic! zrowth in '

rate nor in "paxles,!

It i3 Tor this reascn that wo cowldn't got out of the 1929 deprorsicn; it
almply was absorbed into Werld Wor II, nand thon only by virtue of the expansion of
ntate intorvention into the ceconory did production keep inecreasing.

The stort of serious intervention began, not viith Wordd ¥ar II, but with tho
depressionybetwoon 1929 cxd 1957 there was o four-fold incrcase in production, but
o ton-fold ineronse in government oxpenditurcs, frem 10,2 billion in 1929 to 110.1
billion in 1957, ilorcover, dospite the faet that the U.S, had the highoet outpus
in the world, por rrn bour, the profits in the 1950's woro lower thon in Westorn
Eurcpe. In sumation, juct ae the 1929 worid crisis mode the decline in the mte
of nceunlevion apparent in the advanced countrivs, go the Afro-ioiar revoluilons
in the 1950's and 1960's disclosed thot, oven in presporous tines, the advanced
countries do not have capitel sufficiort for the doveluprient of the widcerdeveloped
coonordes. So long an the motive foree of production continuco to be the accurmlaticn
of surplu: valws (or wnpnid hours of lobor} - whethoer for private plants or for
state spncc-sliips -~ the strnining of the miliig class to oppreprinte the full 24
Lours of ron's laber stlll fails to erente suffleiont capiial to induvstrializo
the bockward lends,”
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Theory ond foet hove moved so close tu caclh other that it would be hard 4o
find anyonc who would cleim today thot there 1s an excesa of capital anywherc in
tho world., 7This is obvious when one looke at undurdeveloped veonomlcs 1ilkey Indic,
Chinn, Afriec and Iatin Awmorien, It is just as obvious im Vestern Europo, the
United States ond Russic. ' ‘

Aftor two centuries of werld domdmation by capitnlism, the eapitalist idco-
logists havo to admit thot (1) uatil tho cnd of thc nincteenth contury, no country
cwtride of Wegtern Purcpe had been industrinlized; (2) that sinco the 20%h century,
the two countrios that had ontered the industrinlized world, {one through rocinl
revolution) -- the addition of Ruesin and Jopan to the Industrinlized orbit — hardly
touched the totel world population. That 1e to say, even with these cdditions,
therc was a change of only 0.3 hiilion out of o world population of 2 billion; and
(3) two-thirds of the world is still starving while the other clite industrinlized
‘wtlons arc busy inventing ways to appropriate ¢ver-more unpaid hours of lobor, both
fron its owvn workers rnd those in its foruer colonios.

In a word, World Var IT. did nothing to chonge tho two basic lows of capitalist
devolopmont — the law of value and surplus velue, on thc one hand, ond the law of
concentration and centralizotion of -capital, on the other — which is at the root of
the generol crdeis.of world copitalisnm, privote or statificd. Quite the contrzry,
where previously economle erises were sufficiont to desctroy obsolezecent capitel cnd
regtart the growth eyele, this time not cven so eatasirophic and prolonged a criails
28 the world depression of the 1930's ¢owld restart volue produetion. As one of -the
uost scholarly and profound of wodern economiets, Simon Kuznets put it:

' Tiua, omergemea of the viclent Nazl regime in cne of tho
mest cecnomlenlly deoveleoped countrios of the world rciaes
grave questlons about the institutional basis of modern
economic growth ~ if 4% is ouscepiible to such a boarbaric
deformation as a result of transient dlfficultice,* X%

Furthormore, oven under those barbarcus éonditions, the value production that
- M"ended unemployment” laid the foundntion Lfor the holocaust. The name' for the fierce-
ness of internntionn] compotitlion is world war. The phenomenal growth of Western
Eurcpe in the 1950's wos only further proof of the foot that new growth depended on
the equally phenomenal destruction of capitel in the holocoust of World Wor IT.
Contradictiens deepened as growith of production meont incrense of copital am well as
its concentrotion and ventraolization. Of neceesity, therefore, this exponslon wae .
limitod to the elitc onc-~soventh of the world, i.e.,, tho industrialized countries,
excluding the undeurdeveloped countries altogether. The industrialigntion of the
wnderdeveloped lands was an unwanted task, indoed, un impossible task for capitalisn.

Heoxginon Kuenets, Pestwnr Economle Growth. The Bellmap Pross of Horvard University
Press, 1964. . .




The world market is the instrument through which the most advanced in world
production sucked in, not only the upderdeveloped countries, but the developed oneos.
Tlhus, duspite the "miracleo of the 1950's" in the developnent of Western Turcpe,
the Americon Dehemoth is new boeing described, to usc ¥ilson's phrase, as "industricl
helotry.” While the mirnele lnsted, it created a new growth fetishism. Mony figure:
viere eited to show that, din controst to the depreszion ond the nfiermnath of Worldl
War II, Woestern Furope was ne longer burfeted about by anything thnt hnppens to the
United States. Athough it wos rocognized thot the 7.5. cconony, in its apgregetd.
cven when 1t is nearly ssdtognont es 1t was in the 1950's ~ wos s4ill as large .
28 the whole of industriciized EBurope , the claim was noveriheloss made that beeousc
the governnent had nssumed so important 2 role in the econorty, theae technologically
develeped cowntries were now, not only free from major depression tut that “whet )
apperrs s the business cycle is nowadnys painly a reflection of phascs in govern-
ment policies." (Angus ¥addinon, Beenemice Growth ir the Wcet, Twentieth Centuy
Tunt, Few York 1964, p. 9o} j

The truth is the ex:ct opposite. 'The growth fotishicm eovurcd up the busingus
recessions as if they were meroly temporary governuental decisions. Neow that the
governmental decisions are nll for growth, plus "independence! from American industry,
but-the acfuil movement is in tho apposite éirecticr, the ¢leinm that Mihe pattcmm
has ehanged completely sinec 2958" (p, 180) ‘can hardly stand up. '

. Agein, the polnt is that hore, too, tc plan or not to plon has consed to be
the pivotal gquestion, firet, beenuse it is not o panncea, much lest o substitute
for e fundomental reorgonization of the raletions in produetion, Not that planning -
isn't n fuature of modern eapitalism, Even where it is diselaimed altogether, as in
the U.S., it 1s, in actuality, operative. The 1llusion that therc is no state plan
in the U.S., "a private froe caterprise" country, if ever there wss one, iz only =
ore more example of what Mnrx enlled Mthe Tixity of a popular prejudice.”

‘ All onc has to do to sce the stote interforence into the eoonony, the stote
planning thety in faet, determines the direcction of private capital. investments,
its fWll empire over the Tield of scionce is +to look nt the statistics of anv years
beginning with this year and rolling it bael to the depression, -

Thus: (1) federal oxpenditurcs toke wup no less than 108 of the total out—
put of gooGs and sorvices cven in the “sensational 60's" where thore hns boon privai:
capiinl investment. As for the 1950's, where the sconomy wes aluggish, it was
practically the governmont nlone which acecountod for' capital investment. ‘
S (2) hese lush military comimacts do not menn thnt private capital eould

be kopt within the nationnl boundariees when the profits wers higher through invest-
ment in Burope while its "noarrow® profitability in the U.3. was unavoidable because
of the preponderance of censtant capital. : :

(3) Ho less than twenty four billion dollars was cxpended in 1967 alona for -
Reseorch and Dovelopment. Tt is more than the grees notionnl rroduct of all but
twelve countries in thu world, At the outbrozk of World Var II, government
investmont -" amownted to only 3% of the neney spent in Research. It 1s nov
no loss than 53%.

(4) Towaring above cverything clse is the militarazotion of the Gensnomy.
Even bofore the omenlation of the Vietnanm War, it hod grown at a fontastic rato.

Hero is what Wassily Loontief and Mervin Hoffenborg write:
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The Federal Goevermment of the U,S. has been spending sonewhint
rore than 540 billlon por year on muintonance of the military
eatablishuont and the procurcmcent of arms. These cutloys have
abgorbed abeut 107 of $he grogs natiornl preduct and they have
oxceedad by scveral billion the corbined not annu-l investnent
in oenufecturieg, ecrviee, industry, transportatien, agriculturs.

(U.S._fzmoment and the Eecnomy, 1963, p. 89)

Erdle Benoit whe edited that volume nn Disarmanent shows the grect drop in
sdustrial output, on the one hond, and rise in wnenployment, orn the other hand,
fellowing the end of flic Xoreon Wor. Morcocver, with militarization deercascd, there
wos nbeolutely no rise in renl investmont in producery durnble equipment, so thet by
1958-61 it érupped 16% bolew the 1956 lovel. -

Recently, Mr. Benoit ccited still one mors velumo on disarmament, this time

i relation to Werld cecnode interdependence., This Pirst comprohensive standordized
tobulotion of ceoncmie resourcos covers 36 antiong —— ead these account Zor 974 of
the world's militery spending of 1335 billion dollars - commmist ond non-corsmnist
sowrtries nlike, ineluding such éizfercnt types of prlities ond of -underdevelopmont
.45 Chinn, Israel and the UAR, It is this. rdlitarizotion of the world's economy

which gives the lis to +ho supposedly wmdroeulous growth of the phemomenal "50'gh

ené the "sensationnl 1960's". The Meocialist! countrics os woll o privete ecapiteliod
tnes -~ include militarisation of thoelr ceencmios as 1f thed were truc industriagli-
zatlon of their eccnordes, and as if that gomelicw helped industrianlize the techno- .
logieally underdeveloped countrics Leecause either "Jostern' oid 4o the' Volta project
ir. Ghanna or Russian aid to the fligh Agwem dem mndo it 2o.  The Musaicn statistics
detailed the share of this orbit in world industrial production as Ffollows:

Share of "Scedidist Countrics in the World Industrinl Production

1917 Stretsmssnrererrevassas st annre LGOS thnancr cent

1937 Sresrvencrasnrrsvrenssanersenses L0088 thon 10 per cent_
1950 LR R EEE R RN N N N Y PSPy about 20 per CEﬂt
1955 N TS I Mr it Rt st b s et ey about 27 per eent
1965  seees ALl Socinliot Countrico¥., anbout 3B per ccnt.

* Includer U.5.S.R. which in itsaelf'xjoprosents_almost one-Iifth
of the world industrial production, -

(Sourco: Earcdnoo choziagstvo SSSR v 1965 g., Statistioconldj ozegodnil,

Centralnoe statisticeskoe upravelenie, Moska 1966, p, 82,)
To cxplain why, with 0ll thot growth in industrinl production, and a full holf century
after the Russian Revolution, the stondard of living of the workers still had "to
catel: up" with that under private cupitrilsm, the Commuinists were compelled %o go
back to the pivot on which 21l enpitalist precduction revolves -- lobor productivity.,
Since thrt ig highest in "the West," espesinlly in tho U.S., they hod a thoroughly
capitalistic nnsvier to the protlem: tho workers nuet continue %o work ond work
harder -~ "othorwise it 1s luposoiblc to cxplain why tho worltcr in tho U.S. gets
more wages than the Foldsh worker." (Wezld Marxist Review, Dooember 1967)

In o word, the mringpring of stntifiod production, calling itsclf Commmien,
la preeisely that of private capit~licr - tho 1aw of volue, 1,04, tho oxploitation
of lebor. The state plen, which has beon christenecd 'goolnlism," turns out 4o te
the form of mie that Marx hud always defined ns "the duspotie plan of capital,”
At tho seme time, militarization of the cconomy, Gargantuan oe it has booome in a
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nueloar cracd world, only intensifics the general erisee; it eannot overcome the

law of woluc, Rather, 1% itsclf is the proof that there is no other low for eapital~
izt developnant, excoert thut the ferceity of the world conpetition at this staze of
cnpiialist development erds in world war, No mtter whot the differences between
stctified nand private produecticn, the fundamentnl laws of caopitolism are oporative,
heth internnlly and externsllsy. This holds true elso in the rolotionship between

the cdvaneed and the underdevelovped countries. That of Russir, whetler 1t b to
Epypt or even its Fformer Comrmnisnt olly, Chine, does not differ fundamcnially
fron that of the U.S. to Iatin Amcrien or Afrdea. State copitelism ean no more
industrinlize the underdeveloped countrics thon private copitoiism, In 2ll ingtances,
the teelmolegieal revelutinue further inereased the aceurmilgited capital nceded to
kecp cutcmated preduction going on an over-expanding seale. Since, however, the
irmonsity of this accumulnicd enpital enployed, relotively, less and less living.
lator, the most industrinlized and most a?fluent eanitel expericnced & decline in
the rate of profit.

Henee, the U.8, not only 4id not industrialize the unindustrinlizud countries
but proecceded to invest in wcstr.m Zurope where thoe rate of profit was higher,
earaing itascly the nome of “inmdustricl helotry.!!

Atomic cnergy end awtonmted michines could aceclernte the whole industrinl
devolopment to a point whero Biblieced nmirnelos would be puor imaginetive materinl,
This is not utcpia, nor tomorrow,

Techiologleally thic is todoy. Power plunts fucled by atomic energy are ol-
ready in operation. Russic ¢laims plans to blast luke sites in barren Russian
areas. Blg business eireles in Amerien eay there are plans in progress :f_'or blfxstin{,
a huze h.c-.rbc-ur in northein Alnskn with = singlec atonic explosier,- '

" But if atomic encrgy is uget 0 create mm-mde lokes in the Scharn and Gobi
deserts, to move mountains so that roin may £011 where-now thore is drought - - if
these are not ulopion dreams but things technologieclly possiblo today, it would
nevertheless be tho height of naivele to imngine that cnp:.talism, private or state,
is or will be capcble of their realization,’

Hot only will capitolism not do 44 for the underdeveloped countries, it ean.
not do it for itself. Breshnev's Russia, likce privote corporations in America that
demand "eost plus" contracts, must sponé billions on rocket developnunt, not for
the touted "“spaece cxplomition,” but for intercontinental ballistie mispile productica.
Both poles of world capitol are busy forcing scionce to work for o nuclear wary, o
vor thoet might vory woll spell the end of elvilization as we have lmown it. Trying
hardé to get inte the exclusive nucloor elub iz not only De CGaulle's France but Meo's
China, and for the same reasons, the dondnation of world laber, for when all is sald
and dene, lobor, living labor is the only source of surplus volue, that is to say,
unpaid congzecled labor.

This iu wihy thc erisis 13 8o total -- labur vill no longer consont to be merc
cbjoet. That this 15 scon cioorest in tho underdeveloped world spooks of the high
politiecal mrturity of ocur nge and the "full knowledgo" that such a roletionship of
eapltel to lobor hnas navor lod oither to full industriclization or o difforent woy of
1ife for the mismos, Taus, if wo tnke the long viow -- a hnlf century -- the gop
botween Aoio foxcopt Japen) and Afrlea had alrendy crenied such a wide gulf that,
when Runoin nnd Japan shifted over to be industrinlized countries, this shift hardly
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tousned tie woxrld's total populntion sinece, in population, the two countries accounind
for only 0.3 billion of o toizl close to 2 billion. And that estimate (S:Lmon Kuznetsy,
Boatwar Tconorde Growth, 1964 Cnmbridge) doos not take into account clther Iatin
Amorion or BEoutoern Zurope! If, then, we consider the entire ronge to which thie
question of relationchip of develeped lands to underdoveloped ones in the post "W IT
world, which, of course, includes these two countries among the doveloped ones, the
situntion heo not ot ail improved. The full oxtent of the cvor-widening, of the up-
bridgeable gulf, cuan ba scen at its starkest if we look -t an underdeveloped lond -
Acie thot tho Mfest" iz moast anxdiovus to help ns a bulwark agoinct Chinese Commnism,
Indin. Tho pur-capita gross demestic product in the U.S. in 1958 was $2,324 no
~gninst only $67 for Indin, or a ratio of 35 to 1! There is no capitclist wny to
overcone such fantastic digparity.

Fhe aituation dous not improve much ify in relating advoneed to backvard, we
compere Ruesic and Chinn., It 40 truce that the coclinboration in the first years wos
mich more cffective thrn any in the Western World and Chinn certalily appeared, in .
compariscn to Indin, to be vostly superdor, in its rate of growth, not to meniion
its socisl overturn as ogainst the stotic village cconony of India with ites caste .
restrictione and cow superatition.* The faet, however, that Chinn wns not satisficd
with tho.pace of industrinlisotion and thet the Sino-Soviet conflict omerged as a
world chollenge {with which we will.deal in groot dotail later) can bo moasured
statisticelly if we continue with our comparison of the underdeveloped countries
with the American Colossus; China with itz 700 million souls, California sione cut-
preduces that vast land; %84 biliilon as against 80 billion. . Africn — Bast,
West, North, ond evon including rich ppartheid Scvuth Africe -- produces:only a
little mere than the Btate of Illineis; $50 billion to $48 billion. In a word, just
as there is no solution aleng the private capitalistic poth, so thore is no woy oui
alcng the path 02 sitate capitnllsm ealling itsel? communism. .

Novertheloss, ‘peo-colontalian couldn'y hrwc been rogborn so oensily had the
revoiutionary sitnation continued to deepen. The dislectics of liberation w.iich had
torn tho AfZricon states from out of the denination of impericlism was proof onough .
- of the miracles that con be nccomplished with the upsurge .of revolution, The unique-
ness of revelution 1is that it so aliers hummn experience that totally new human re-
lations opon up. These now hupan rolations put an end to thu separate oppositencss
of subjoct and object. Tho zclease of untepped onergics that chook cmpires and gali:n-
ed freedom also compolled the empire states into giving aid to thelr former-colony.

And where De Gowlle's Franco deprived Guinea of cven its tclephoncs, the
daring of the Guincons inspirod others to help. The prime olemont ther was tho mass )
confidonce that it ix they, and not doad things ( bo_they mnchines or lack of machinas
thot shape the course of higtory. The spontaueity of their united cotion did, in-
deed, deliver blows to the 12w of value at home and in tho world markot.

The itragedy of the Afriecan rovolutions bogan tho day ofter rovolution becausn,
firsd, leadery wore go woighted down with congeiousness of thoir technologilcal tack-
wardnoss, that thoy tumed awey from the rmnsses cnd turned instesd to cno of tho two
poles of world eopitzl. Ths irolotion from the masses deopened so that the new
rulers begon to look at them ns moro labor power. The resilt was, not only a drop
in wagos —- tho rise dircetly ofter indopendoerce proved a tempornry festure -~ ond
the aid the countries roceived from beoth nucloor titnns lonsened, but nlso tboy be-
gan to spoak differont lengunges. The lecders could think of nothing pere than
prescing down upon the werkers; the mrre rovolutionary the rhetorie, the more exploit-

ative the roolity.
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Tiug, as Ghana moved ever closer to the Gormundst orbit, ond stote pPlamiing,
the guif botween the leaders and the led 80 wildened that there was o general striia,
Iy 1961, Ghone winsz full of plong -~ a three-yeor developmontel plan; a SCVCl=year
¥lon for "work and happluess! —— which, while aiming ot nothing short of self-sus-
telning industrial pegwth by 1967, went hand in 1-na vith a demond for n 5% com-
pulsory savings, The dny the may envelopes reflected this 5% reduction, the gencral
strike broke out in the rost industriniized sector of the @OoNonRy .

Ghano wneg one African eountry that did +ry to diversify produetion. Despito
the foet that cocon remined king, Ghann hed, with the Volin project, bemm an in-
Custricl compiox., It was prociscly in Sckendi-Takerdidi where the railwey workers,
doek woxrkers, commercinl employees, civil servants and morkot womon Joined the pro-
test agningt the wnge reductions. Thete workers were supported by the transport
workers in Acern and Kumsi. he renction of the lenders wno excxetly that of wui:»s-
cvelyvhere. The worker-leadcrs of the strike were arrested.. These trode union
officials that hnd supported mnk-rnd-£ile demonds wore expelled frorm the trnde
wnions and the Convention TFooples Party. The workurs were foreced back to work.

It iz these internal developments, and not neo-colonialism, which widened the
- 6ulT between lecders and lod. At the sume time the isclotion from the msscs caused
the lecders tc ploy the genc of neutrality on the world politienl scong, where theyr
were more neutral to one pole of enpital than the other, gaining nothing from eith-:.
Tho.whelo econouy wos thereby suckdd inte tho world market to so decisive o dogree
that the fall of price of cocon, the muln commodity, inid the foundntion for the
sverthrow of the Nkhaumch rogime, Rot that thie happoned overnight, or by o single
blow, rather it was the climex of o moverient that bogon some iwo or throe years nfi.~
.independence, : :

" When I got 4o Accra in April, 1962, the mussive strikes had onded, The Tradey
Union Congross was orgonizod undor the bamer of "Toward Nkrumhism,”" Whken I intor .
viewed Mr. Magaus~-Goorge,  Deputy Acting Secretary of the Ghanoisan Tmdes Union Feder-
ation, I 4id not ask for further enlightennont on that question, buf limited myself
“to questions as to the loos of independence of the trades union movement with its
serger with the CPP. A blustery indivicéunl, Mr, Nagnus-George speice belligercontly:

Wo do not see the rensons why people in Purope alwoys ack
us why wo are on invegrel part of the CPF. ‘It 1s not their
business to tell us whot to do, Wo're living in o free
country cnd can do whot we 1ike. We're an intogral part of
the CFP and have no seporate trade union card. We're going
to stop up produetivity with the Three-Yenr Develop ment Plan
(suwly 1961 to July 1964)..., It will be vory interesting for
you fo kmow thot any time there is a misunderstonding with the
stoto and workers down tools, ofter their grievances are ro-
dressed, thoy work free to make up lost timo, - '

This weon't the story that I 8ot either from the Ghanninn workers or from
other African trade unlonists, who had to deel with the Ghonalan trade unions, that
hnd followed the slogrm of the Enst German trndo union propagandn glognn, “dofeat the
imperinlict by cconomic necomplishmonts through the productivity pledge movemcnt.!
Thus, M,E. Jallow, who honds the Gombia Workers Union ond who had beon charaeterizoed
by Megnua-Ceorge os o 'lackey of inperialism," said to mo
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I hove the highest respect for Prosident Toure and Nkrurnh
a3 fighters; they are trying to adapt socialism to Afrienn
realities; but, to be realistio, the AATUF was bullt up for
ideologiecal recsone, And now in Ghona they enll workers!
strikes 'labor indisecipline'. Wo will nover bow to such an
atiidude te laber. Ve will not Low to an orgmnization thnt
enlls workers' strikes 'laber indiscipline.!

4n 0ld-timur who won dn the unicn offico then added: “the old saying was
'tho sun never scts on the Hrltish Empire and the wages nover rise! and now we arc
going through the some type of thing., Whot our now lendors don't reeognize is thai
orgrnlzations eome very quickly, espucinlly cmong the youta, but they alse disappear
quizkis;. But revoluticns nuver stop. Wo will have ours." ’

Thot some theso wons sounded clse in Soncgal., Vhile President Senghor speaks
most cloguently about Africon Socislicm, the country itsclf hos undergone very littia
gconcrde changes afier goining politienl indepondence. Scnegnl still follows De (auile
fronee 2l too loacly and not only in foreim policy. The truth is that the relation-
chip of worker to manngenent ot the point of production and the relationship of she
grot mussos ce consumors o the potty trades dg protity rach what it wos bofore
politicsl indepondence waz achioved, Indecd, one Africon friend was so infuricted
ns we vinlked from the becutiful wide boulevards of Dekar into the back. streot slums
ond, on the woy, passed the maricets where ownorship remains in non-African handse
that he ccid bitterly, Yas we ombork on our zocond rovolution, those white settlors
will moko of Daknr cnothor Algiers.” '

Wor is such talk limited to West Africn; cither where thore has beon vory
nearly noe chnngze in vconomic dependence mn the Mmother country" since goining political
indepondence, or where there have been militcry over—turns of the leadershipe thot
won intependence. It oxbends also to Eust Africa, ogain not only in countries wher-

“an oppoaition poarty oxlsts ond points to = different roud of development, cs in

Kenyn, {wec iiot Yol Uhuru, by Ogingn Odinga) but in Tanzania where Julius Nyerore

hay himsolf changed eourses, both on the quostion of industrializntion ond in re-
lotion to the existing clite in his ovm party. Where, to outsiders, Nyerere's famous
Arushr. Declaration cppears to e no morc than o recogultion of the "corroctnos_s" of
Ronuo's Dumont's False Stort in Africa, Nyererc's emphasis on agriculturnl developmort
rothor than industricl spoctnculars boenuse 75% of Tanzanions live on the 1and is o
coarr.ntation, not only with the economic realities of Africa but with the self-dovel-
opment of /fricons theoretically. Net omly does the U.S., ns a global power, limit
ite "friondship" for Nyercro only sc long s he is considered as not Thaving fdly
follen into the Chincse orbit, but cven intellsctusls who are not comnceted with the
Stete Departmont are totelly deaf to the voices that come from Africon self-develop.
uont. Tho superior air of non-bardsts, who spoak of tho Mlecaelving simplicity of
diclectien! (Chriatophor Bind, "Scholarships and Propaganda Problems of Communism,
March-April, 1962) is too £illod with complacency to let - any knowiedge, eithor

of Maxsidon dinloctiecs or of Afriean reality ° f£iltor in as the Africons, not the
fmoricana, understand thom. Those who try to force on idoatity of Marxism, a thoory
of ran'c aclf-emnedpation, with Commumism, tho proctice of state capitoalist exploit-
atlon, bar nn objective rutionni approach, both to theory ond to proctice. Were it
evan truo thnt Nyorore didn't coneidor himwelf an independent sociolist (except that
he Coos), it would still bo a faot thnt threughout newly indopendent Africz, the

gront mnjordty wspecially the youth, considors soclalism the only road to real freedom,
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rejeciseapitalism outrdght, ond foels sure that the "soeds of revolution" that hrve
beun planted cammot be destroyed, not even by the cuperior might of the tochnologi--
colly advoneed countrics thnt reach for outer space, while millions are killed or
nllowed to starve,

This attitude is porvasive nmong nll strate of Africans. Evern at the formol
mectings of the U.N., African leaders expross agreement with Morx who, thoy fecl,
is cloger to the reclitics of Africa thon the living Africanists, Thus, ut the
second UNCPAD (UN Conference on Trnde and Development) mecting in Now Dolhi, Febunry,
1968, Mali's director of ccononde planning gquoted Marx's stntoment, "men's ceoncrda
conditions dctermines his social conseiousness, not his soeinl conscicusness the
economic conditions” for the purposas of worning the West whnt might hoppen noxt.

(4.1 8/9/68)

The much~touted 1% of the GNP thet the "Chriotion West! vns suppeacd to hav:
get agide for devolopment of the newly dndependent Afro-Asian countries, smril encugt
as 1% wus, never become o reclity., The 1961 tigures show the 2id to have beca 0.87F
cnd tods hod furthor frllen to o low of 0.55% in 1967. NMorecover, this decline in aid
camc aboutv just when the trade of the underdeveloped couniries in the, world market
fell from 27% in 1953 to 19% in 1967, ond the prices of primary goods fell agnin by
7% vhile the mnufoctured gocds the undordevelcped londe hod to import rose by 10%.
As Yoime Songare of Liberia put it:” "And uven worse, they (tlhie developed ecountris:.:
feel littlo moxcl guilt for the inercosing pnp between the +wo.worlia,? (;:_:E_r_i_gx_:_
Today, Lugust-Septesber, 1358) And 4o, after two full monthe of discursion, the
2600 dolegotos represcnting 121 momber stetes, cnd 44 Intemmationnl orgonizations
left UICTAD with = 1ot of pent-up anger at the de-nothirgness and indifference of
the big powero. : ' ‘ '

One African cducatur wrote me recently that, utopian as it might sound,
"theory iz more imporctive for Africn ot tiis stage tham even econowic holp. Withou:
& theoretic framework we will eondimuc to go nowhere fast.” It isn't that he.is
living on the moon; it is thot, living vory much in the African reality, he is in-

- Bisting thot thooreticians must step dividing thecry from practice " a lo Senghor®
who car speck of the humanism of Morxdsm in the same bruath as he follows the polici:s
¢f DeGoullo,ond must instesd, work out a new relationclhily of theory to practice
which ariscs out of the practice of the misees. It is o fact that ncong the youth,
dorkers included, and among those intellectunls who do not- identify too closely with
the oxigting state power in their owh country,- the ideas that arcused them in the
struggle for freedom continuo tu bo debated, The disgust is not with Marx and
humaniom Lut, as one put it,* with the "new breed. of Africanists who serva up some
undigestible concoction of Marxism, Pu-Africanism and Nkrumahisn" os if Norumeh's
foll was nothing but a neo-coloninlist plot. ‘

It iz not posaible to comprehend the Afrienn reality outside of both the com-
pelling objective forces of werld preduction, the pull of the world mazket, and the
underlying philosophy of the masecs whieh Marx callad "the quust for undversality.”

The fact is that tho new "enorgizing principle" wns not sucked into the world madice:
and even now, z2fter all tho sot-bnoks, shows nothing as discstercus ce the malaisos
which buset affluent U.5.A. Tar from rigor mortue hoving sut in ameng "the poor
Lfriecns", they are continuing the discussion of the rolationship of philosophy to
vovolutlon, and not only among themsvlves but intornationally. The vhole point seoms
to be to hold on to the principlo of creativity, and the contradictory process by wivih
ereetivity devolops. Imn't this the truth thot assured the forward movemont of humonit;
an the now lovel of thousht thet bueame a roulity over pince “he Fronch Revolution.?

« 4189




