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Tayu Junayavskaya

WHAT 1S THEORY? -Philosophy am! Jovolution vs. Totality
of Qrisis and the Jankruptey of Thousht

1. The "ualitiuvs in tha Myriad Irines

That lord of placuss, -+, p, ~gnow, has returned from the dixon-
ordared S, 17, lgta tour whers he assuwred the mest reactionary pilitaristic
overaments, U5 imperialigm's favorita puppots, that withdrawal of us
troops noiwithstaming, Nixon=:iznew will continie with tho Vietnan war
ant its extnasion into Cambodie, to which thw Hixon-Agnew jackals have,
422in8t tho expross degiras and strugvles of the imerican peonle, just
committed the iS5 to plush ard many~bombed support, -

not ‘

A8 i Lon Hol vmsfa despieable onough ally, Aznew dered also
invite that open admirar of Sdolf Gitler, the §,v, Avnon counterpart,
V? Ky, to view .imerican elvilizatlon as i1 #hat wren't already on trial,
If tha KY invitstion is pul into wffoet ew an already there is a nege
fasoistic orzanization —w wasnlt it that demagogue Huey P, Long who said
that when faacism comas to merica 14 will be salled Yanti-faseism”? v who
has offared to arranze a "rally' . I vepeat if that "rally" is hald, wa

can surely sxpeot yet a nmy bloedletting!

Andd 85 if that warea't anouzh plasues, Agnow at once addrusgesi
a Ie:ion convention apy! called for more policn trunchoong &:ainst
"anarchism®. He must mean that of the trirrar-happy copo added to the .
National Guards ang "regular® milttapy, inclwlin- the retired provouatourst:
“hich Yanarchists" added to thueir lona 1list of murders of blacks the :
murders of two Hlexican=inaricans ‘whoso homes they lnvaded mactly in tho
minner of 85 troops in Naszi iermany and shot in aold blood? mk! which
aparchists just chalked up Ruben Snlnzar'sassassination while this respecte
«l Mexican American Jouwrnalist was not even marching in that macsive, ;
magnificent Chicano demonstration against the Yintnam war, but only gitting
8t a bar gathering a story? ‘ml compounded this "anarchist¥ murder by
allowinz no one to come to his ald as ho lay in doath agony from a "soar
Fas". bomb?

Thetie "upholders of the lawh azaingt allnged anarchists A new
I8 ercowraine to uue thelr truncheons mors wildly st411.,

+hen suburbia as affluont ay ioyal Osk an Birminsham, Micihi.an,

k out in bloody confrontations with the cops 1% should be
clear even to such Tluent and affluont snohs &8 Aznnw that imacican Maivila
ization" iz not Just von trialt bt ad juived guilty by & whole new generaw
tion of Americans,

31l these minifestations, wu must bear in mlnd are but the phenomena
of the totality of the erisis, whether 1t ip tho nconomy or tho. politics
of American capitalism wolve looking at, The Miru- cultura", too, ia
bnt appearance of tha insanities to wiiash IS imperialism's drive for world
mistery is drivin: the ratlon, ospecially ita youth,

Unfortunately, what appears ag altornative to this drive for world
tlserder, as if 1% warg only I5 drivin; for world magtery, as if the world
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wasn't divided into two nuclesar titans =- Russia as well as the US=a
Mao's China helps further to divert eyes from labor uxploitatlon, 5 so-
callei zultural rovolution; in truth China, on tho ons hand, and Japan,
on the other hand, ars looking for "their place in tho sun"!

WHO, INDEED, WILL BE ARQUND IO PICK 4P T4R PIRCES, Y any ploces
thera will rumaein, after a nuclear confrontation? Who is madman enoush
to think thore will be 2 civilization laft?

As if thuro weran't sufficiently burdonsome dualities, we also
have thu jokorg - those who play with revolution am! do, through mind-
luss threats, where not actual bombinps, ondanzur the gunuine revolution-
ary forcas.

The latest nonsonse ,'Dial.a-Revolutiopary'-- dial it armd you will
hear durnpadine forhn or ibbie noffman tolling hish school kids to got thuir
gunsi

This 1ove of the gun, as if thosa who get their powar cut of the
barrel _of a gun ~- tho imperislists -- are any one to c«lmu.‘latal :

'The truth is that this arrogant argd ampty rhetoric not only
diverts from both the objective situation and mass forces of ravolution
but ‘alse shows,uwhon it comos to bankruptey of thought. t.hr:y aro brothers
under’ tha rhetoric.

What the ob]active world s:.tuatiqn shows is that there has berm
no peaco since the snd of World lar IT, Tie chlef markers sat up in Europe
botwsen Fast and Yest fiormany, are theare to point to the next war, At
first they were followed by the Cold War botween the eratwhile "Allies", .
Russia and the United Statos. The Berlin Bleckade hardly ended when a hot
war ‘in Korva broke out, "After thres bloxiy voars of wars, we had new
markors sef up = this time butwsen Nerth and South Korea. Hoxt came the
first Indochina war which ended with the defeat of French imperialism,
Russia and China thon collaborated with the US and the Yust to force
‘Vietnam to aceept Lts division botwoen North and South, This war is,
by now onée mgain so heated, so dugencrats, so overwhelming that, clwarly,
US imperialism simply nuver intonds to end it, as that lord of plagues,
Agnev, has onco sgain made cledr, So onco again, even tho luss bonlghted
rulurs talk out of both sides of thuir mouths ~- talk ¥poace!' and prupare
for war.

. At first sight {or perhaps I should say at stratospheric sight
of capitalist diplomacy) reality would appoar to have gotten off the pro-
cn.pice of war and movid toward peace,

Tho threu arcas of "dotontu" that have beun pointod to are: First,
the two world super-powers'! wngagumont in talks about stratogic arms limita-
tiens. Though thesw aro enly talks and not contracts, and though Nixon
used it only as & moans to get the Senato to approve still ono mere ABRM
site, the SALT talks have buen playol up as a stop Yin tho right direct~
ion "

Socorxily, and a 1little mora t.angibln. is tho nonwagprossion pact
betwnen Moscow and Bonn, It if boing played up, howevur, as nothing short
of a "furning Foint for the whole of Rurope," (lakiondea)
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No doubt, if your point of doparture iz the Khrushchov ora that
onded so abruptly, not only bocauso of the conflict with China and thu
homu vconomic erisis, but also fer just Ythinking® absut flirting a2bout
Just such a pessible trade agruemont with West Gurmany, then this may,
indued, look 1likuv & now ball game, Horwsever, wasn't Czuachoslovakials
{lirtation with West Germany gilven as the excuso for {ussia's invasionf

Cluarly, Ulbricht alsc hasn't been over joyed with it, After 2il,
hu wants no opening to :ust Garmany whore Brandt may be oncw again sow-
ing illusions abeout “rounification of uermany", and to keop labor confined
ho must koop strengthuning that WALL,

But economic crigus -~ likn all rulers fearful that that may
bucoms their downfall--he does wfersterdd; and {ussia is in a deop occeonon-
ic crisis, j[ho stegnation of the wconomy more than parallels that in
the US. Furthormore, it is beset by & low praductivity of laber;and
stato-capitalists calling thomselves Communist do know, though they nuver
admit 1it, that low labor productivity 48 not a sign of "backiardness’
but shows the rxmct degreuv of workers! rosistance to statoe plans,

Tts "ruformers® aro trying to :oll histery so far back that they-
aru now asking that one of the fuw labor laws protucting labor still on
the -‘twssian books -- the 1928 law that makes it cbligatory for factery
managers to Tim! now employment for workers laid off ~- be repealed. It
is doubtful that Brezhnov would oponly make so backward a stup, but to
try: to raise productivity ho has beon importing whelo plants to shere
w tho aconomy. From West Germany he expocts to import plants of every-
thing from chomicals to Volkswaguns, (And the other day, Sccrstary of
Defonse faird said that, though tho Ford truck doal was not approved, it
may o, in tho futural Nothing Jike a fat contract to wurm the cocklus...)

Hovorthiless, the fact that dussia, on the ono herd, ig in an
nconomie erisis, and that Brandt, on the othur hand, asgured "“tho Wast!
that tho Pact would not takc him out of NATO for it was untered into Wroe
of illusions" is proof unough that it is little more than a plorified
comnercial treaty, hardly moru serious than Chinals deal with Canada somo
goars back, thourh that was for whoat instead of stoal,

Tho third reason for the hallelujas about, 'poace” is, of course,
the Middle Fast. There the guns that werse blazing across the Suez Canal
aro silent. Thoro tho Arab goveramunts diroctly invelved (if not tho
Palostinian commandos) are talking about negotiations, if not directly.
with Israel, at least via tho UN. : ‘ ‘

mt this, too, neads further examination. Theore is no doubt that
Pugsia which has been adamant on opuning tho Suvz Canal aven 1f 1t meant
st111 another war and the erushine of Isracl is now.singing a different
tune, But 1s that faet . proof of a fundamental change, oithur in itas
dosigns on Suvz or its anti-Somitlsanf :

If the oponing of the Sucz Canal is possiblu to achiove without
a war, it would bo cheaper, amd for that, what was nowled most wag .to con~
vinco US that Russia would not give wp a singlo iota of its nuw -fiddle
fagt sphore of influence, SAH'S 2 ant 3 on the Suwz Canal incluwdud,
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Akl wo can bu suro of at thu moment is that tho US has, for the
timo boing, docided that rathur than face a confrontation with Russia at
8 timo choson by Israel, it prufars to give in to ussia. Aftow all, it
is not thu Us, but Israocl, who will have to pay the pipor. And thoe US can
chango its position evory timu 1ts impurialist inturosts temporarily
chango,

Liko Jhrushchov who had to tvll Mao, in 1959, that this wms not
tho timu for all-out war, so Braeszhnov had to tull dassur. The rusponsc
to Russia from its ally this timo was affirmativo. After all, it is
Nasser!s Egypt that is udorgoing tho bombing by Isracl,

Nasser docidod tharoforoe to disregard boih the Iraqul govurnmont
(which had boun talking lowd, but had done no f irhting whatovor in tho
1967 war) and tho Palestinian commarxioos who are angagod only in harass.
ing tactics, (Lot's not forgot that Chine is much warmor than tussia,
not only to Al Fatah but to tho moru xtreme Palus Einian “Populiar Front'', )

For its part, the IS has laid down its nucloarly-backed none-
nogotlable condition for Msupporting! Israel with woll paid for jois,
You must be-at the nogotiating tablo, ‘ .

What weo have hure 38 somo movus on tho chuss board of "hoch~ )
politik® that did sdom unlikoly a whilo back (and way only havo boun mado
to ostablish alibis for thu nuxt confrontation). :

- But what is of the ossunco is that thesu meves woru madu, not
bucause thore have boon-a lpssening of eriscs, but so great a hulgshtoning -

- of them, and not only in tho Middlo East, but at tho home bases of tho .two
Supor-powers - that thoy woro compullud. to try for a breatnc in thoir
corflicts abroad, - : :

Te soo tho diractlon of the crises, what wo have to do is Yook

at thoso homo basas, thurdby confronting the roal opposition: the class

strugglus in each couatry. Wo look, briafly, at ussia's. Tho mero impe

ortant for us as Amorican rovelutionarios is tho US. | .

II, 3lweossion, espocially Unomploymont,uspocially
among tho Rlack, . :

Thu -Draft Thosis, in analyzing the prusent rocussion, pointee
to threo crucial factors. :

' Ono, the stagnation of tho uvconomy. -For mxamplu, as against the
anmal rato of accumulation in 1969 of 10 biilion, thu inercvasu this yoar
was down to nuar zuro,

Iwo, tho plapnid uwnomploymont == and it is chronic by Now ~w was
accompaniod by unplannud inflatioen, which wms a real "first',

Hixon, vho lovus to boast of all his "firsts", dous not want this’
"purv rocession- " (whon inflation continuua though veonomic activity is
dowm, this 1s callad "puro rocesslon")attributad to his adminisiration.
It's not suppesed to havu hepponud, but it did, Incauso tho Unitod States
is a world nconomie j;iant, it affucta all other countriuvs., It isn't that
capitalism, privato and state, arun't all characturizid by inflation and
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wasto=dostruction=production, It doosn't, howuvar, bocomo catastrophic
eopt during wer-timo when thoy come up with still nowr tricks, liku
wago and prico controls, to Koop tho inflation in "managuablot pro-
pertions. For the country that lossos tho war, it!s always unmanagu-
ablu., Thon tho US comos in to savo capital from rovelution, But now .
thoy arain troublu, in doop troublu.

Tnu suriousncss of tho prosent inflation is that oven thoso
puoplo who do not have an ongoing war 1dko Viotnam.{as 4n fapen whichis
cxpurioncing thu highost rato of growth in the world and is paying tho
workors somu of tho lowust wages in industrislizod nations }  likowisu
suffor from inflation. .

In a word, so docropit is world capitalism, so impossible has it
bocome for it to havo .any prolongid puacos that inflation has boconn, as
tha ORCD opunly puts it, " «.. tho mest pronouncid and most grrwral sinco
thu Xeroan war, Tharo ars almost no arvas of stability and this marks a
ma jor change for tho worso." : C

As always, tho dopth of tho erigis manifusts itsolf in tho ccn-.
ditions of thu workars, nspucially black workurs. _apd this timo it hits
osprcially hard on tho wouth whe can't uvon got jobs. ‘ .

: The BIS has just ruloasud statistlos rogarding jobs for toohagul's.
Among othor thinzs, thoy 11luminato the sharp cleavago botwoon what tho .
averago rate of -unumploymont 1s’ and what it is for tononagu's. 'Thus, s
tho averago rato prosontly is 5.7%. For toonsgurs it is 15.7%. For black
toonagurs it jumps to 204. This is about what thu Draft Thesis ostimai-
od the avaragus of untmployment to ba in the innor eitivs, How, howwvur,
it turns out ‘o bo an upderstatoment whon what. 15 undor considoration 1d
not tho averagu, vven whon tho averagu 15, e bud to thu inno citios.

For, whvn it comos to black toonagurs —— ard wo must not forgot
that thuse aro not mordly grammar school kids, who will bu golng back to
compulsory school whon rall comusy thuso aru thu agoe group of 16 to 2L «=
it jumps to no loss than & shocking 30.25. Evon that doos not ond the
blosk picturc. In ilividual cases, such as Wichita, Kansas, tho ovire
- wholming majority of all black tunnagors aro unumployods tho procisi -
figuro is no loss than 75%.

Tho stark truth is that capitalium is 50 ducrapit by now that
atfluont ti

unt.\mglomnnt is & gormanunt. Toaturn of our most imog, that in

tho rocassion Wu ara (mgurinnc:\_._ng now, tho unoup. oylnnnt situation among
Tlacks is8 8o chronic an magsivo that huro tho rocussion 45 8 Tull scala

d uHrnssion »

Yot, tho capitelists kuup acting -am'-prisud that littlo lnown
placis liko Now sSwiford, Hassachusotts, swldonly jump on to tho front
pago of thu nowspapurs as thuy uxpledo in ghotto uprisings.

Insofar ag capitslists aru concernud , howover, what towurs
abovo 211 is thu duclinu in tho rato of profit.

Thu mass of profits aru Jusin vnough == tho uxtraction of un=
paid hours of Jabor continuus in an unbridlod way in both privato amd
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state capitalism. ‘Thoro is no way for capitalism to ovorcomo tho in-
soluablu contradiction botwoon thu motive forco of production, which can
eomo only from living labor, and thu mothod of production, which requires
moru and moro machinos,

¥hat is nuw this timo 45 that tho capitalists whe havo buon ablo
to attunuatu this built-in contradiction with a wholn bag of markut
manipulations —— mass production, stato ordurs for bleatid armamonts,
industrial holotry en tho part of the US against iis bost wost Furepoan
allins, as woll as against tho urderdovelopud lands — find that it just
no longor works to stop tho decling in tho rate of profit, Tals is
suroly tho first timc that cven an ongoing war, costing 30 billion
dolliars a year, couldn't do 3%1

VWhuroupon tho capitalist 4s trying to got it out of tho hidu of
the workars, Tho boginning and ord of all probloms of capitalism, private
or stato or ™mixud", in its imporialist mpansion and othurwisu, is cxtracte

ing it from the workurs,

The workars! rusistanco to the spuudeup, the ferced evortime and
-foreod undor tine, stiffons both on tho job and off tho job. (7t may
. surpriso somo of thue Now Loft youth whosu isolation from thn prolaotariat
makus thom think tho workors aro "part of the systum® that at this vory
momont tho biggast point manapumont in suto is making is that tho worlwrs
Just don't sucm '"to caru" any moro, thet absuntuoism is go provalont,
that production linos can baruly pgut going Mendays and Fridays.)

"In all easus, tho capitalist taon tries for still ono mero
machino in placo of what hu considurs "tho intractable hend of labor™,
Just as at’ tho ond of World War TI, whon thn rostlessnoss of workars 1id
to a drop in labor productivity rolative to tho profits the capitalists
wantwd to extract and nxpard, and Prosidont Truman kept calling conw
faroncos on labor productivity-which lod-to the spouly introduction of
Automation 3 so, this timu Nixon had but onn answir to thu gonoral ory
against inflation and tho spueific ery of .capitalisis about labor proe
ductivity, an this is to appoint still ono othor Commission of Study.
Will thoy now comu up with the fully automatic factory? It won't help.
It won't "oliminato" the laborars, Their prebloms will first have hogun —
if theoy livu that longi

Tho crisis is now, I have limitod mysalf to tho cconomic as-
puets only becausa, onv, this is tho basis for tho crisis in Jabor
contracts, and in the relatlons, it should bo addud, butwonn tho ro=
actionary labor burnaucracy - Wixen's mun thuru, not muruly thu harde
hats, but Moany himsull <= and in tho rank and £i1n, Not only is the
qulf botwoon thom unbridgoablo in gunural, but it is oven more truu in
rolationship to tho blacks. Liko tho wholu country , thuro iz
no doubt that racism onturs tho labor movomunt. 3ut, as we saw, at
critical pointswhothur it was tho dufovat of Goldwmtur, or now daily
conxfitions of labor, laber solklarity7from tho toamstors to tho womun-—-
doos show 1tsulf. JAs 3ob, in Now York, rxprossud it:

At thao placo whera I work, thoru waant a black or Puortn
Rican thuro throo ywars age, Tho whita workors aro always
muttoring about this amd avon the 20lloge stwlunts who

work ovur tha summoy mako romarks about how oasy 1t udud

to bu %o got work., 3ut whon Lt comus to on=thuejob actions,
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I'vo nover hoard & whito not back a black against tho

boss, So boyond thu quustion of racu, tha koy thing 1is

gobting N&L viows around; not bocausa wu'ru o "vanguardd,

but bucauso of tho wxporionens wnlvo encapsulatod, wo sun

the foreos of ruvelt not only as musele, but as eruative foreos,
too.

fwo: Tho politieal crisis, Nixén's wars abroad and at homo, ary
81l too obvious. The Draft Thosus amd tho spucsial 12pago Wil dealt with
thuse in one rospoct.  Tho point huro is:

who aro the forcos wao will bring down capitalism? snd how will
thuy do it7 ‘hy has capitalism, which has long sinco cutliwved its usc
fulnwés, had the proverbisl § lives of a eat? Isntt it bocauso rovolu-
tionary momunts wuro toe ofteun lest, It bucomes erucinl fo look at
not only dosires for rovolution, but at that which Marx callad "history
and its proccas™; at thu underlying thoorios which oither suecurd in
proparing ruvoluticnarias to moot tho objeetive and spontanuous
challungus of tho timo or hulp thom losn thosu momonts.

T1I. Wt is Thoory? '"History and its procssh

Tanorius galora aro bulng of furud by rootloss intelloctusls to
thu youth so activoly visiblo, not only on tho antl-Viotnam war front,
but also in more organic waye to roshapo the world thoy did not make
and which is rotting. ’

Unfortunatuly, this boing tho agn of stato-capitalism, napalm .
impurinlist wars and ovarwholming might, thoso who rojoct tho prolotar-
iat as rcvolutionary foren ara lecking for shorteuts to rovolution, Tho
most pourvertod forms of all, wo must ropeat, arn mimliuss turrorism ard

bombings.

Tho obworse side of this, but organic to the vojuction of the
prolutariat, tho ombrace of shortcuts to ruvolution, as wnll as the
headlong plungo Yingtant thuory" aro both for thosu who koup looking
at tho world as if it conaistud of countryside, wheroas, in fact, as |
Latin Amorica shows, tho most spuctacular uvonts heppunid in eiting =
not only in Wostarn Europo (Paris, 196B) but in tha Third torld itsclf.

If thuory worc a moco guostion of ruadlng books or bulng world
travolleors, invited world travnllors, it should bo addut, by cxisting
stato powura, "progrussiva though thoy bo, thun, of coursa, thoru
would bo no nuad to follew tho movumunt from bulow, from practicu. Tha
1nst thing our sclfstylod thoeoruticians think about is listoning to
workurs, to tho massus. And, though thuy talk much about Marx, thuy
have not tho slightost concuption, or uvon fouling for whai Marx maant
by "history and its procusa!, or how praxis, not books, Ll to thu
dialaoctic working out of a philssophy of ruvolutlon.

Taku so 6implo o quustion as tho Machino, (Thu othur quustion
wo will bo discussing is tho concopt of ruvolution. Bub 1ot us bogin
with tho machine hora, not only bucause that is wheeo Horburt Marcuan's
doparturo from ¥arxiam bogins. It is also whera our medurn aga bogan,
and 8o oid Marxism, It 12 still whuro tho capitalist erlsis, on tho




.
onv hend, and the impasse of thu How Loft, on tho othur hand, are at, .

The bachinu, Marx weote a magnificont analysis of tho Machineg
in Grundrissu: 3uing a dialuctician as will as a rovolutionary, tho
subjuct of machinury was nuvor doalt with apart from its oprositoe, the
laborur,

Tho strifoe botweun workman and machine iy thero, but, as workel
out in this Lirsi draft, tho concuntration was on tho logic of tuchnole
ozy!s dovolopment from a’'complux tool to a full automaten, at which
point tho worker might stand outsido of the production procoss, Tho
yosr was 1858, Marx docided not to publish this suvction, Thon in 1859
ho publishuad Critiquo of Political Feonomy, i.o. 2 chapturs of tho
Crurdrisso, } : . -

This is not tho placo to go into thr wholo of tho Grundeissa,
(It will bo doalt with in full in the now bool, Philosophy and Hovolutien) - -
Horo wo must limit oursolvus only to what Horburt Marcuso quotus about
boing Moutside of. preduction procoss, Not only dous it act moan any-
thing that Hurburt Marcusc attributes to it, but what is of thy uvssmrco
is that Marx's ducision not to publish was not bucauso it was "wrong",
IL was not conerote unough. Tho changos he introduced roveal tho
dialectic muthod in fully that is not only as ccacorns tochnology’ but
as it dovelops out of "history and its procuss", so it is a quustion of
muthod,” It coneorns thoory, not only thuery as such, but tho jdea of
thoery, Marx's mest original contribution sincu it is - ’

- 2ut of praxis that this
idwa of theory, his Fhilosophy of liberation as a'phﬁosophy of human
activity, flows, ) . :

‘ ‘tarx atatos that if onu studiod tho history of invontions, ho
would bo able to sou how insuparabl from it is thu ruvolt'of tho .
workars, Tho workur rusists thu mindloss substituto for uvery movu of

. his hand == tho machino,

To counter tho workers!' rusistanco to tho nuw forms of (ozploita~
tion, the capitalist, or rathar his selontist, koeps invonting ovory now
way of gutting rid of thu laborurs? "intractable, ham!,

. This strifu butwm... < rkor and maching, workoer and capltal, Marx,
as I shownd, called histor!'and its procuss." ‘Mu koy word ig procoss,
That is to say, tho ceneroto procoss of this strifo disclosos what thu
workors aro doing, tho multitude ways thoy aro fighting capitalism at
tho point of production, am! tho Quustions thuy aro pesing on ovary facot
from the Llongth of tho working day, thu kind of labor mon should do, tho -

rnla.tionahig of labor to 1ifu.

Harx, in duwoiding to rourite, bugins posing quostions to Engils
who wnet inaldy tho factiory ovon thouzh not as & workur: what is it that
the workers did who woro displacrd by machinury? iot as unomployed, but
what nuw jobs do thuy got? Mhat is laber liko? what & thu now machinn?
Hu duocidod to tako a coursu in Nechlniory himsolf, byt, most of all, to
koup hig uyos glued on tho rulationship of maching ard labor, thoso in
soparablog, the contradictions, thu ruvelts, thoir Spontanoity,

No oneo can ewvir pradict whon and how ruvolutiomn will broak out
3ut how dowus onu propara himsilf to bo thuro? (throrotically)
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Tho gonius of Marx starts now (in Capifal) tudling tho historic
rarrativo an& out_of it umurgus histor‘:{c TULEON. )Bncauszf to bogin with,
i% was immanont in tho actlons of mun, in workurs?! sclf activity.

So, as ho tulls tho story of ¥achinury in 1867, au against 1858,
narrativo and reason bocomu ond, and as historical materislist hu launchos
into an attack not only on capitalists but on thosu ho calla “abstract
maturialistsy, thu sciontists, buforo whom our &gu bows 8o, and not only
for not Yknowing" the oconomic laws of capitalism, but for having migand
ontircly “history amd its procuss.”

How thun 100 yuars pass, Thu autoraton ilarx prodicted has como
t4 1ifa, ovon tho word is herdly dif foront from tho ona hn usrd, Tho new
word is Automation. It is overpowring. Thu workors roget ono WAy ==
gonoral strikes, wildeats, ravolts. Tho sclontists, tho laber burcau-
erats as woll as managomont help dofwat tho workers in first rouni, Out

comos now tho acadomie Marxist, the onn vho ia 1941 could writo ieason
arel Rovelution, but by 1960 is overcomo by tho now tnchnology bucausce
%o 1s 86 isolatod from the medurn prolotariat, that he now docldng that
tha propor charactorization of owr age is onimdimonslonal secloty ard
s6 hoe names his worker, Onc Dimonsional Man, . o : .

: As against Marx, who nover 1looked at machinus without looking ~ .-
at thn absolutu opposito, tho mon who opirats and fight thom, Horburt .
Marcuso soos not contradiction, but "intreration’, thoroby killing at one
and tho same.timo,ths Hogoldan dialoetic erd tho Marxist concupl of claczs
strugglus, , ' . :

: Ono Dimonsion iMan dous succudd in proving ono thing == tho ono~
dimunsionality of Aurburt Marcusa's ‘thought. It can't gut out of ita
confinos during tho four yvars botwoun its. publication, 1964, and Paris,
1968, although thu anti-Viotnam war movomont so intonsificd tho US affar
Johnson's. wanton bombing of North Viotnam that a Anrizable now gunara-
tion of rovolutionarius werc duvolopid, and, by 1968, tho studont
alliancu with workors, 10 million of thum on striku, noarly topplus
DoGaulia, ; _

Instoad, -~ though he iz givon crwdit for that with which ho had
nothing to do == hu movus, inwgrorably, from doparting from Marx's analysis
of machinery, to throwlng ovorboard nothing short of Marx's concopt of
rovolution itsclf: "tho Marxian concept of & rovolution (that phrase 1s
undorlinu! by him, xd)carritﬁ by tho majority of the txploitud massos,
culminating in the lsoizwre of powur? and in thoe asotting up of &
prolutarian dictatorship which initiatwd soclalization, ig lovortakont
by tho historical duvolopmont..ee.” (and that last phraso is likewlso
anduriinud by Horburt Marcusc. New Toft Roviow, #56, 7-By 1969 . :

And, though ho oneo again says this is not & ruvislon of Marxism
but an Aufhobung (transcondonco) of a historical condition, ho cannot
rosist hitting out against Marx's concopt: fone aspoot, howuver, aaomo
to bo incompatible with thls intorprutation. Thuro 1s, in Marx, a straln
that mey bu callud a rationalistic, oven positivistic projulice .+ {about)
thighoot stago of human dovolopmentt! o
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Thare is no point hors to go into Marcuse's intellectuslistic, van~
gua rdist disposal of the proletariat as any revolutionary force, his
flobjuctiva altornative == tho hybrid of tho Third world revolutionsries
headed by Cuba and China, who will cowuxist Ymore or loss poacefully ™
with Russia. One can swo its cgotistic subjoctivism bottar when we look
at what altornative Marcuse proposus inscfar as the task of rovolution-
ary intolluctuals is concorned. ‘This reduces itself fo a ruturn to :
cultural enlightunmont -~ 'Radical Enlightonment,”

Or, as tho more original and talentod turniar of phrasns, Joan-
Paul Sartrn puts it in thosu days of continuwcd onthusiasm fer HCultural”
Rovolutions: '"Culturc is the ‘Practico’ which nlucidatos itsolf in dofin-
ing what it.is doing." ’

. Cultwro is hardly the ‘practico! (with or without quotation
rarks) which was tho stuff cut of which Marx created Historical Mator-
ialisnm, ‘ : . .

Whare tho "historicisth" Marcuse throw overboard Merx's concopt
.of ruvolution,Sartre t411ls tho. youth to rujoct history: "What benofit
wan you got® (writos Sartru daspituv his proclaimed econveraion to Marxism
vhich w@s supposod to have led his "acewptanen” of history and his ‘
writing of tho Critiqun do ls Rajson Dialuctic)  'rom learning gomothing
about tho Punie Waras or tho Crusadosi!

Woll, I'm not surc that I'm an oxport oa oithor tho Punic Wars
or tho Crusados, but I know Sartro has an awful lot to loarn from tho
history of Maoism, s philesophy that hu has criticizad uven as ho had
proviously 'eriticizd Russian Communism, And as he nfullow-travollod !
with tho Russian Communists throughout thu postewar pariod, so now ha
follows Mao, or at lnast holds up Mao's Cultural Ruvolution, including
the mahnor in which it manifosts itsclf in Franeu whore ho is prosont-
1y "mcting oditor! of thouir papor, - .

Tt isn't that Sartro doosn't know that history any moro than
ho hadn't known the history of Russian Communism at tho timu Bxistont~
inlism follow-travollod with it, Moscow Framowup Trials and foreid Tabor
camps, notwithstanding. : .

It is that knowlodgn buroft of ‘iHiatory,and its Procoass”, Jattes
tho class strugglos, hardly holps one grasp roallty.

It sooms impossiblo for pntiy bourgools 1ntnllnctu§15\’ﬂn whon
they ara rovolutionarios, to huar the silont voicus fighting for
froodom, though tho slightost sound of umpty rhatoric of the Loador
thuy cesily hoary apd stand roady -to whitiwash outright countor~
rovolution.

Evury onn horu, including those who havu ruad tho Hunan
Monifosto which wo havo publishod in abbraviated form, should got
Puking and tho Now Loft: At Home and Sbroad, Disrogard its author,
Klaus Munmiw b who kas the charactoristic intelloctual arrogancu toward
tho prolotariat. Tho point is ho roproducos thu Hunan Manifusto in
full, and you can also sou tho Maoists who havu baun dunying thoro is
such a movomont of opposition to Mao in China itsulf "answurdng " the
attacks on thum. By now thuy have movid as you havo all read ia tho
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Pross (Sco osprelally Now York TSwes Magazino, 8/22/70, "Mao makos tha
Trials run on Tima" by filchand Hughus) and so you know that tho attacks
arentt just "deologiealy or avan duneo caps, or boatings as during

tho hulght of the misnamed Cultural Ravolution, but outright public nx -
veutions,

0.K., ovon 1f not to tho veleos from bolew, shouldn’t thoora
oticlans at least know how to listun to tho thuory of the Cultural
Rovolution, the boautiful sounding ono of "Unintorrupted Rovolution'.

That has nnver boon separated, in Mao's mind, from "wrotractod war®,

a favorito of his, Aind now ho has extondod it, not only to gaining

boacu from capitalism, bui to exterd 4t £111 aftur tho usiablizheont of so-
callod "eocinlism.Y '

The uxeuso i5 that, as Mao phrasss it "In tho roalm of politics
and idoclogy & vory long prvtiod of timo is nuwdod to decido who will
win in. tho strugglo butwoon socinlism and capitalism,”

: If any onn, howuver, thinks that cithur that is onky "dool-
.oglcal’, or has ondod now. that "Mnol's Thought" is tho only dominant
thought in China, and is backod up by cxocution, thun pleaso 1iston to
the vary latost ropbint of that ruvolutionary-sourding rhotoric,
Unintarruptod Revolution, as inturprotod by Chao Yang, who, wo aro
informod, is "ef a unity of thu Pooplu!s Libiration Army, Logistic
Departmont.” The Thoorntical artiele is ontitlod: "Conselontiously
Stwdy Chalrman MaoTs ‘Thoory of Contimuing tho Revolution undar tho
Dictatorship of tho Prolotariat.” (Polcing Roviow, 1£30/70)

This 15 aimud to prove "tho goniua of Mao", not moroly as
against tho "Russlan Hovisionists' and "the: monstor Idu Shao-chi™,
or tha "someallod' Loft" but 3n comparison te nono othur than Karl Marx

and Vladimix Ilyich Iondn, '
- Tho proof of this is statud in the ciinmcti.c final p‘aragraj:hz '

"Owing to the limitations of his time, howuvir, Karl Marx

only shownd the diruction {of tho purmanint rovolution, rd)

‘ - ves VoI, Limin saw tho dangur of capitalist
rostoration, but huv diwd soon afturvards ... under tho now
historic traditlon, Chairman Mao for the first timo doveolopud

tho thoory and practicu of tha intirnational Communizt movemont."

to :

And what doos all this . thuory and practico add up? Tho truth is
that dospito the rovelutionary-sownding rhotorie of uninturruptud roe
volution, ruotrogrossionism oogus from ita avory poro, mildtary 'protracte -
od war'; rogarding tho prolotariat, 'gloricus production toama™ rogard~
ing thoight, theough guided by tho Thought of "tho OnoY,tho holmsman of
Stato, "Mao- Ten-tung!, the idoolegical warfaro will not bo won soon.

“Ducadus won't do it. A euntury or savoral contwrios: aro nnod-

od. "

Yo havo tarriod so long on Horburt Marcuso and Jean-Paul Sartra,
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not hecause thoy morit it, bui because, as philosophers axpoerienced in

manipulating the dialectic, (aot Marx's and not oven thcir own but lao’s
or whatever is the latost erazo), they do carry a thought tarough to the
tnd,  Theroby thoy cast an illumination on all potty-bourgeois revolute
lonary thinking, sAckaoouwlidged or athorwisc, it is thero where much of
the Hew Loft is eontrapped, It is to them we tura,

IV, Once again "History and its Procoss" - The Forcos
of Revolution, and the Dialoctie of Praxis.

Wo must take a second look at the now foreos of roevolution. Triz
time in striet relationship to the actual, objcctive situation.

48 Marxist-umanists, we participato in 21l mass activities, but
we must also projcct the philosovhy, Marxism, which is itsclf a power
procisely bocause 1t is a philosophy of human activity, emerges cut of
it, reunites with it, moves toward actual proletarian, social revolutions
that oporate not just on the surfaco, cultural or otherwise, but at the
croduction rocts.

First, then,lot us lock at the history of suen revolutions, I
do not mean to go as far back as tne greatest proletarisn rovolution,
the Bussian Rovelution, 1217, which sourad nevertholess, or start with
the: CIO, as it uqﬁr%ed to transform the industrial face of the US only
in order to ond up?lﬁu reactionary hardhat, Heany, or even the oulbright
3panish Revolution in 1937. These did occur in the: 20th century and do
prove how iranc arce all the intclloctual pretensions about Y19th Century
Marxism" nooding to bo brought up to 20th contury,

I will, nevertholess, limit mysolf only to the 1950's, in A word
the not too distant history cven though tho nuw goneration of revolutlos-
arics Jdid not come on the historic seconc until 13206,  They must not, how-
cver, forgot that the youth then wre called the "hoat" genoration, s5omes
thinz we never accepted, stead, woe designated it as a rovelutionary
forco, insisting that the objcctive pull,; as well as the ideallsm of
routh, would coalosce fo reshape a world thoy did not make,

The: point I'm trying to make is that the 1950%s were not jusi
what the capitalists and the intellectunls record ~-= tho Korean War,
¥eCarthylsm, the mis-namnd Concross of Cultural Frocdom, culminating in
the "theory!, that passed wndor tho £itle of "The Ind of Ideclogy.™

o, tho 1950's for the prolatariat, and it is thoy who did not
capituiate as the intellectuals did to deCartnyism, ostablished nothing
short of a new opcech in struggle and in thought,

In the United States, the opoch borsan with the general miners’
strike which dofiod first the state and then their own trade union leoadur-
ship, and finally, raiscd basic philosoohic questions about the kind of
labor people must porform, quostions toat wore far above not only the
Hooke, Bolls, and tho Congress of Cultural Froodom, but also the indep-
ondont Marxists, the Trotskyisis, who, toough thoy Usupported! the miners,
were totally ineapablo of hearing those new voicosy they had, in Staline-

=
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ist fashion, rejected Marx's Humanlist [ssays.
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By tho timo Automation reachod tho auto industry, tho workers

wildeattod against both managomont and tho trade union burcauecracy. In
Ruroph, spocifically East Germany, at the vory momont tho Westorn in-
tolluctuals wore saying that Fast Europoan workers wuro brainwashod, and,
in any caang it was impossible to ruvelt from under Communist totalitar-
innism, tho East Gorman rovolt ccewrod on Juae 17, 1953, Tho Rebolllens
in Bast Buropu continuud despito tho Russian might until it roachod a
climnx in an asctuwal ruvolution in Hungary, 1956,

Wor did Marx's Humanism, in its historic prosont, romain only
in Eagtern Euwropu. It bocamn o banner also for tho African duvolutions
which woru to reshapu tho wholo continont and give riso to & wholo now
world. Tho Third torld was against both Capitalism and Communism; ovon
Castro first callod himsdlf a Humanist, A1l thuso happonod in the 1950%s.
and thusu groat movemonts from practicos as ovuryonn hero knows, wure pr-
eisoly tho fourdations for Harxism and Froddom, o darod tho intelluctuzls
to moct tho challongo from praciica and thus ond the thoorotle veld that
has porvadod tho Merxist movomont sinco Lonin's doath. Bub only tho
workers hoard us, ' : o

Now thon, though tho world had started boforu 1960, lot us look
at tho gonaration of now rovolutionarios. Firat of all, oven as ravolut-
" ionarins, thiy woron't born "oubt of thought™, out'of phonomonologicel
catugorios that allogndly corroctly graspud roality. .

No, thu ruality thoy grabbod was Black, and &t 1s tho Slack
Movomont that both brought thom into tho civil »ipghts movomunt arx
boeamu thu catalyst for activity on thoir ovm bohalf whon thuy rutwrnod
North. In a word, tho first puricd of dovolopmont, 1960-196/ was from
Missiseippl to Burkoluy, from civil rights to thu Froo Spooch:Movumunt,
from doing somothing "for othurs" to tho rocognition that thay thrmsolvoes
woro alicnetod, impriseacd in Yknowlodgo factorics’, tho oducational
institutions that aro supposod to train them to bu Moeadurs® and moan
whilu makos handsomn monoy in workingz hand in glove with thu statu, the
military ostablishmont. Tho shock of ricognition was via reality and
Marx's thoory of alicnaticn,and its cerridative, tho philosophy of
Humanism, ' -

Tho socond turning point in tho dovolovmuat of this gonceation
camo 3n 1965 whun Johnson bokbod North Viotmam, thuroby giving birth
to tho opposito -= tho trach~ins against thu Viotnam war and with it,
the birth of an anti-Vintnan war movemont. N

Thero was a nogative aspoet, howovor, insofar as thu foeal point
of tho Amorican iovolution is conermned. The whito studonts failod to
doupun tholr relationship to tho blacks., Thoy bogan to look at thu
Iattur as & subordinatu foreu in tho Jmrican Ruvelutien. It was thon
that tho goap botwoon talk of rovelutlon and narrownnsa of ralaticns
with the Black luvolutionarius widunod to such an axtont that tho now
black loadrrship, a 1a Stokuly Carmichadl, ineludud thom in tho dueigna~
tion of "whituy'! {uspucially whon thoy wire addrossing whito audioncon)
whom tho blacks had to fight. :

Anothur, and moru primary, diversion from tho movemint 1as
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supplicd by tho Sino-Soviut conflict, vhich for its oun imporinlisi,
chuuvinist purposos comontud tho division butwoon blacks and whites.

Hothing, howovar, could stop tho black mass movumunt from dovole
oping its momontum. Tho racism which has charactorizcd this country from
Ats birth, allows no rospite. Tho ghotto uprising in 1967, woro compluto-
iy spontancous, complotnly loaderloss, overwhnlmingly potont. It is this
which brought back all tho olitiat loadors, whito and blaek, nach tryiag
to taka eradit for what tho massos had donu entiroly on their own. lons
moru so than tho letost erwation, tho Black Panthors., Thoy, in turn,
won back tho whitos, mnk:lng thom cesfatic about cating erow and bowing
to tho vanguardism of %ho Black Banthors.

As you suu, abstract as tho titlo may havu sou.mlod it vns ro-
lated conercotoly, both to thu objectivo situation and tho forcos of ru-
volution. Now thoso must bo furthor concrotizod in their direct rolat-
lonship fo owr Porspuctivus fer 1970.1971. Thuso rolatad, not only to
¥Youth, but most of all to Erolotarianization, insoparablo from black
massus.  And wo must not fcrgut a stdll nower ravolutionary forco -
Womon.,

I dnlibnratc.uly doft tho fourth foren oI‘ rnvolution - hk:mon’s
Libiration == for the last., First, you're all going to-havo a spreial
" sossion on it and I will bu a most rapt listunor. I would liko, hoie
over, to mako onu coatribution in thue fiold whorw you; like tho SDS
boforu you, are faeing a nuw divursien, only this time moru from
Trotskyism than from Maoism, o

I am confidnnt that prucis:nly bocause you aroso from tho Loft,
and waoro ablo to spot msale chauvinism, not only as a class phonomonon,
but as olitism within thn movemont, Trotalkyism will not ot suscond in .
fragmonting you. BETE was, aftmr all, the iemon's Xdboration, alono, |
that darod challong o tho 9lack Panthurs offrontiry and opportunism
in forming a unitod front with the Communiat Party and lottine: Apthokor
take avay from tho womon tho timo allottud to t}*t\m.

: Trotskyism has showm oftnn nnough its Inft Stalinist naturo,

both with its worship of tho statn plan, and tho vanguard party to”
load, as woll as its rojoction of the Humanism of Merxism.: Iragie,
inducd, would it bu if a foreon for lihoration such as yours would
conaidur tho substltutlon of stato proprrty for privato propﬂrty, as if
it oquallod “tho now socioty."

It is on tho woman quostion Atsalf that thoy show whore olitism
and opportunism loads to. - For hera thuy ard, not only white~wnshing thr-
Arab countriuvs in goneral, as if thoy woro all rovelutionarios,as
agalnst Isrsel, but abovae all, in doing nothing whatewir to «xXposo tho
status of womrn in lands whero thoy still aro covored with vells, and in. .
tho homa, the man romains "lord ard mastor,!

Naturally, haro, thoy havo mora subtlo ways by which to hido
thoir spooific vlitlsm. It is simply not cruating a form which will
roluaso tho innato talonts of womon. Thn Matiflire" of voicns that

not follow "tho 1ino"™ is onu way, Tho narrowing of vision is thn
mora porsuaslvo way.
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May I thon ask you to discuss at your sussion why thuro is a

distancn on your part from Marx!s Humanism, tho philesophy so ossential
net only to womon's liboration, bub to tho movoment as a wholo which has
suffurod a full half contury of thoorotic vold, In cno rospect, Hegol
_ has shown, in thn Phonomunclogy, how that is trun of any nuw thoory
fineo it foars Josing its uniquonuss, its individualism, by any diroct
'c.oni‘rontn.tion in tho battlo of iduas with that which 1s stoopod in
facts™, :

Marx, on tho othor hand, shows that individualism is attained enly
through history, fTho first was tho communal form and whon it was loat,
it vas not as vulgar Marxists try to portray it as tho loas of paradison,
(#hothwr or not thoro wwor wag a matriarchal soecloty, one thing was cloar
to Morx «wthat oven in tho communal stato, the vlrmonts of slavory wara
tharu.  This 45 soon in tho lobor of wamen am childrun, and tho domination
ovir that labor that 1s so much tho mark of class socloty that ho redate
od primitive communism, tribalism, to so-callad "Oriuntal deppotism,
to thi) communu as Statu. ) S ’

: . Through this; howovur, comns tho duvelopmont of the individual,
Tou loarned to bn an individual through this atrugzlo, You found yous
. talonts, your sclf-devilopmont. It was not first you wrro an individunl,
thon tho gtato took somothing away, First, you worn a collvetive mon - .
‘and women, for you eould not othrrwise fight tho natural olomonts, Thon.you
an individual.It's all a quostion of brcoming -- and it is. this which:
you nood not fosr, Far from losing your talonts, you will dovolop them.
ALl of philosophy is nothing but tho vlicitation, the making weplicit
what is implicit, inhnront, natural, buf not yot fully conscious.

You, too, thrrufera, hafm somothing to learn from & roconsidora-
tion of tho disintogration of tho SDs. . .

Procisnly bucauso thoy didn't compruhond tho obicctiva baan for
black massos as vanguard, indocd, didn't bothor to ask thu black magsus
whuthur thoy accuptod the Rlack Panthers as their vanguard, tho fereleal
situation was ereatod whoroby at thoe last SDS Convuntion, all, Black
Panthors . includod, Progrussive Iabor Maolsts and ‘Mindepondont? Mroists
kupt waving the littlo rod book,

This 18 thu inuxorablu rosult of slothful intolloctualst dosire
for "instant thoory". Taroe is nothing instant about thoory, It tekos .
labor, hard labor, what Hogol doseribod as "tho s triousnisa, tho labor,
pativneu, tho suffuring of thu nogative,” ' .

As with eapitalism, whrro tho soal of banlruptey on its eliviliza-
tion iz tho bankruptey of its thought, so 18 it with owr rootloss ine
tollnetuals taintod by as parvasive an administrativo montality as that
of the capitalist managors amd labor burcacrats, This is tho mark of
our stato.eapitalist agn, Thoy darc to cito roveolution as roasen for
vitiating the philosophy of frowmiom.

Onn of tho dronine of history is that thu momunt of disintngrn-
tlon camu just whon it had rpachud its highost point of davelopmunt,
both as thu first mass movamont of youth and whun it had bucomo a
world phonomonon, '
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Tho pordod of tho Columbia University Strike, Spring, 1968, was
the prrded whon on a world seale tho highost point was ruached in Paris,-
4 totally now form of functioning == studont-workor allianco which helped
bring about a gonoral strike of 10 million that nmrly toppled DoGavile,

The prossing roason for having gono ovar this history was to try Lo
find vhy tho "indopondont® part of tho old Loft, having had tho vicarious
great ixporiones of a noar rewvolution, arn, as we have shown, back at
thiir old tricks of trying to disoriunt still anothor genoration of ro-
volutionary youth,

The tragudy is that all this suoms vory noarly unboknown to the
youth. again, as with Joan-Paul Sartruls rojoction of history, not bucausu
thoy don't know the "facts", tho personalitios, thn dénologivs, but bocauves
thoy thomsolvos arc se isolatod from tan proletariat, from that movomont
from practico,that thoory has tho look of Words, ami prexis tho look, not
of mass solf-activity, but mindlnss torror.,

A semombor thon Marx's original insight inte tho digloctic of
proxig, of living mon as makors of history, did away with both tho abstract-
ions and obfuscation, both of tho old philosophie and historic "eatogories,!
That is to say, ho saw not ouly that it iz the dowds of mon, commen mon
and womon, laboring human boings, robelling against what is that shapes
history, but that vhilosophy, Rnason itsclf, com:8 out of thogn activitios.
Or, as Morloau Ponty xprossod it; “Marx' digcovarod tho historic rat-
ionality immanont in tho 1ifo of man," Philoscphy is in history, in
the activity of mon and womon, in praxis, That is what history is. That
is how thuory originates, It is thon unity and only unity that can
ostablish truly now boglnnings for humanityts solf-dovolopmont,

That is thu foundation far our Parspoctives this ynar,

: Honco Proloterianization as thn cuntral point. (You ¥l discuss
that during’ Organizational ruport, not horo, novortholuss it should bo
statod that tho conorotizatlon wo hava mado of it is to asgizn Miko to |
full-time work in that fiold, whilu both prolotarianization and black,
woman and youth, will bu ovidont in tha suzgostion to Dotroit for now

eo=organizeors of Annc and Ray,)

Heneo roissuancu é#m XE&%?ng%v%}u%gﬁ;ifg ﬂsgg‘xéfr}-)though thero
is no such truo history of black as vanguard in Amorica az this which
was firat issuod on-tho 100th Annivorsary of so-callod Emanicipation
Proclamation =~ but as foundation for our work tals yoar. ‘

Honco, Womun®s Liburation pamphlot, which is but the barusi
boginning of a now foren of rovolution, thus must still dovelop, grow.

Huncu High Schoel Prison Notus: 8:3 = not bucause wo ard turne
ing away from collugn youth; thoy stili arn the backbono of tho important
anti-Viotnam war movemont | they holtn.w opinings to ground=broaking
thuorutical work such as wo ara atburpting with Philosophy an Rovolution

whiech wo will have two chancus this ynar to projuct
to philosophic confurcnons, No, it ia bueauss, the rovolution is so
deop that it dooa etart at this younr aco, :
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Thu work will bo hard for wo faco a viclont, dogonceatu onemy
out to turn thoe clock of history back., 4And to do At with noo-lascistic
mothods, bo it My lal or Jackson, Misalssippi, bo Lt Combodia or Kuont,
Chic, bo it tho sotM"sphoras of influcnca® in tho Middlo Fast or in

Barlin. hothor war broaks out in Southnast Jisia cr in tho Middlo East
or somo now place (Lot's not forget that Nixon's omissary in Latin
Merica, Mockefoller had, likowlso, roturncd with a nuw passion For tho
militarist, roactionary rogimes thore' tho point is that tho roal suprr-
powar confrontation botwoon tho US and Russia is ia tho offing. And, as
against tho Now Loftts protonsions about a"fhird World" instead of a
prolotarian rovelution, this confrontation of tho nucloar powors cannot
cecur IF we at homu recognizo that this is tho ducisive front énd do not
lot it break out. The cnomy is at homo but tho confrontation dous not

. bogin and ond on tho campus, but ir produetion, in tho tlack zhotioos,
with the youth, providod they arn not hankoring for ghort cuts but look
for now ways of rolations with tho prolotariat.

Thoro i6 but ono way to countur both capitalism and a mindloss
Ioft tarorism,and that 1s to make swro that the aetivity novor bo separatod
from the thought for only in tho unity of philosophy and rouvolution can
wa finally uproot the old, root and branch, and eot the now, not on thu
" eoursu to hulng sourdd, but having it omerge, hure and now, as that ndw
“way of human rolaticns walch Marx called "absolute movamont of bocoming'r:
ho full Govolopmont of human control over tho Torcos of natura ... tho
dbeoluto olaboration of his {individualls) creativoe dispositions without
any procorditions other than antocodont historieal awvolution,,. whoro ho

doos not svok to remain something tormud by thi: past but is in tho "
absolute movemnont of bocoming." (Pre~Capitalist Seconcmic Formetions, pp. B85-800

It is in thls "bocoming® that tho forcus of ruvelution, tho praxis
of rovolution, and its philosophy coslescu to uproot, onsu ard for alh,
tho o3d and cronbo tho now as Humanism, boginning from ltsolf, from tho
humn roletionship. The timo. to start is now, ‘

o o o o e o
Raya Dunsyuovokaya

Dotroit, Michigan
Soptombur 3, 1970




Y/ PERSON IS & PERSON BECAUSE OF OTHERS"
-— Eric

Today tlenced for a total philosephy has nover heen groater,
That need is reflected not only in what Harold Cruse called, "the
erlsix of the Negro intellectuslV, It in g erisis of Americen soclety
which hss bocome 3otel, totel im ths sefive thnt pll claeses in
soclety foel the intensity of the crisis, fecl the need for a new
beginning, feel the need to wnfurl a new banner of Humanism, My
experiences in the student: movementa vevealad that noed, to over-
come alienation, the opposition that first posed itself in oysolf,
I had to establish for nyself that students don't have monopoly

- I.bad acdepted the gospel from my working parents that
they graduated from the college of hard imogcks, And I had listoned.
Patiently to my cconomics toachers end other proféssors who gave
me a song and. dance number

-~ But none of that preaching hit hoeme the: vay the

article bv.a black hospitel worker in +he. Vonmen's Tdberation
pemphlet g4d. Then I renlized that Ythinking and doing" was not
an abstraot cliche, but the concrote meens of working for freedom,
I realized that the black proletariat understands the gtruggle of
objective and subjective forces in soclety 'better than do all the
petit bourgeois, o ‘ . :

- At a time whon blacke are trying, according to the lyrics
of a ocontemporary jazs 8song, to MMake it real compared to vhat' opr -
"tell 4t like it is," at & +ime when the orisis -of humanity is- &
chowing profoundly, the fregmentation of soclety hes rarcly been
greater, TLock at .the Haw Left, and the blaeks, They came up to us
and said: "Huy, brother,:you've come along at the right time., Give
s your haelp in fighting (fox ox against) the wer, and we'll oee that
you get help. aftorwarda.! And we said: "Hey, we ldnda disagroa,
And ap a robuttel, we pointed out to' them the contrast bétwoen Kenk
Stato and Jackson State. We roferred then to the. Forties, whon the
American blacks tore up their Commmnist Party cards rather thon abandon
thelr fight for demooracy until fasoism was dofeated, Weo pointed out -
to them Nixon's Moynihen Report and his alter-ego Agnew, which have
attempted to sot a timetable for freedom. Wa pointed out that raolsm,
recognizod. by DuBeis 70 Years ago as tlo problem of the Twoniioth
Gentury, 1s still a fact of life in- the auto shops,’ the businenaes,
ond the eampuses. of Amerden, We'rve trying to mile it ronl compared
to what, .We've trying to show that frocdem doos not ooms by soparnting
your thinking and doing by a timetable or intornational globetrotting.

Desplto the wealth of litcraturs ranging from Nkrumoh
to Castro, the povarty or depth of their thoorstic gap otil remains,
I the vanguard role of oppressed paople has put white labor +o tho
test, thon black revolutionarics have aleo mde rovolutionaries
out of widtes, For all thoir onthusiasm for the Black Panthere and
their new rege for black oulture, thoe inability of the New Loft to




listen to the volces of the black maG3es, Has made them mien the boat,
A1l of then except Marxist-Bumanisty have pought substitutes or
shortewts to revolution vie olitism of ¥ao or Stelin or whoever.

To accept that ldnd of vanguerdism would be to deny the very
vitality of our day end time which flows from the continuity or
frcedom fighting through 400 years, TFor us, our Fon-African heritoge
or exchange of ideas 1s very real. That heritaze has always been a
dunl movement. Though Afro-Americans did rniot meke the African revolu—
tlons, it is importamt to note that just when the Africans decidod
that they weren't going to be black Europeens, the Afro-Amerdicans.
decided that they weren't going to be Nogro-Americon enymore. -Aftor
the exeltement had dicd dovm, aftor most of black Africa had becomo
independent, after a fow years of Afro eulture, 1t has become apparent
that we are not satisficd with black culture or African philosophy: .-
vie ara looking for a total philosophy. The noed for such a philos~
oply in the blaxc commmity was rocontly expressed by the black . .
counterpart to Iife magazing, Ebony, which devoted its entire August
issue to e discussion of tho question, Wiich Way ifow, Black Amaxdcs?
Though dediented to dialoguc on particular altermatives and tactics
for freodom, the ismue demonstroted once again the urgeney of the
historic struggle to rc-establish human wélations from the grass
To0ts up, ‘On the African side of the coin, the Africans ere finding.
it necessary to link up their past with thelr time, Ome of the more
dramatic episodes in academic thought is.baing written by African:
Bcholars who are bringing to0, 1ight o literature and philosaphy of .

- humanism that astonishes thils Westem ethnocentric world of ours.

- Tho Bantu people of South Africa believe that tir worthiness
of o porson can only come in harmonious wnity with other persona,
They say: Motho ko motho ke batho, . which moane 1iterally: o .person
is o person because of others. It is amazing to sce how this African
proverb unitos and concretizes MarxipteHuremist prineciples of socinl
relationships, his tory and uvniversaliem in the simplost terms .posaible;
and l.eng beforg the diolactical principles were cstablished by. Hegel,
humnizod by Marx, ard related to the rdvoliitione of today.' BEvery °
time wo travel down a different road of humen thought or oxperlcnce,:
we find the same spontancous growill and urge to reach out, a.growth .
blossoming in our time and eignaling the appreach of o ncw world. .




ON ECONOMIC REALITIES
—John

I would like to expand a2 bit on the field of economic
cetegeries ginece I feel tihnt the impetus of the economic ecausation
of volitical evenis 1o cometimes logt on the youth today, wiho wee
only the concrete effects of the economic crisis, wenployment,
racism, war, discrimination and oppression, and fizht agsinst the
symptoms without clearly understanding the common unéderlying economic
causation of these events, ' :

Nizon stated even before his elestion that Jis gonl would
be to Mcool off the economy" even though it meant & ricing rate of
wnenployment. He began quite canscloudy by decreasing ¥he cmount
of money in cireulation until he hud driven the prime iaterost rates
. up ‘to 83%. . With money hard to find, plant expansion was cut beclk,
orders -for naw eguipment cancelled, payrolls cut § to 10%,, and the
stock marke{ fook a.nosedive, _ Over $500 billion ‘has been lost in the
parket during the past year, Hmdreds of companigs, who . pledged .
stock as a basls for loems to buy smaller compenies, found their
deflated stock insufficient collateral. for their loans and are being
forced to sell their assets to meot their loans. Fvery conglomerate -:
in the country is in.deep trouble. The Penn Ceniral is bankrupt,

Nixon _codlad-it offy, cut down the demend for goads, and .
increased, the unemployment to almest 10% (9.1 in Detroit), .

: Behind all these unplemsant facts 1ies the rroletarist, the
American worling olass. It is they who produce all the wealth of

the nation, With 10% fewer wonkers on the joby 0% lems goods are
* produced,. end perhaps 158 less rrofit. Kemmeth Gelbraith has = ten-
denocy to blame Nixon's inept econorists, But Golbraith!s sconomics
are as bed as Nixon's, Infj tion bezins vihen the capitelisto raise
the price of their goods to male greater profits, and the worlers

do not raceive raises to compensate for the increaged pricos they have
te pay for goods,

Kar] Marx has very carefully outlined the proceas of the
accumilation of capital through the exploitation of laber,. Those vho
ignore it, do so at thelr own peril.

The so-called "Loft" today, be they Macists, Trotekyists
or "New Left", ignore the zole of labor as the aceential ingredient
of the class atruggle, Recently I read an articln by the Trot-
skyiot Roberts in the Militant, obetensibly supporting the ldea that
autos should be made in the U.8, and not in foreign countrics.

Every Americon capitnlist automaker could sign the erticle and asgree
with 1ts sentiments. The present line of the U.A.W. in its contraot
talks reflects the same sentimerts. What in +ho world does such a
line have to do with conducting a olnss gtruggle withiy. “he U,.S, and
expraogging intemational solidavity with workers ahrund suffering




under problems of even greater exploitation?

.Unfortunately, the basic understanding of Yarxist economlcs
peems to have become lost in the morsss of the broad general field
of immediste "action issues.! ‘

fhe failure of the so-called "New Left" to involve labor
in their struggle is based on the ldea that workers have become mores
conservative. The truth is that the New Leftists have ignored the
real prievances of labor and gone off on their own rpgvolutionary
prograns' without the oupport of rank and file workers.

Unless the revolutionary youth establish & solid worlding
agreement with the factory workers viho contre) productiom in the U.S.;
then we-are talling about two separate groups working to different
ends, : : : L

.  Our aim is quite different from ‘the Macists, Troteiyista
and "Now Teft." We seek to work with, orystalize and expownd the -
1dens of the working class as -the motive-force of history. We can
do so only by being ‘sensitive to thelr fvmermost thoughts and

feelings, helping them to oxpress them in'W & I, and by becoming the
force to support their efforts to build a new soclety, not secking
means of getting them to support the latest crackpoh demands of

Moo Tse~tung. _ o
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", ..DEVELORMENT OF HUNAN POWER, WHICH IS T9S
U7 THD,, THE TRYE REATH OF FREEDOM, ..M
L Sept. 30, 1970
Dear Priends:

Above you have the quotation from Limryx wilch I proposc be
the specifically lerydast-Humanist masthend of WS & LETTERS. Tirst,
hecause it is Marx's own words, Secondly, becaure 1t is fron ¥arx's
Capital, Vol. III, p. 954, and therefore oz, under no circumstances,
be disregarded as belonsing Yonly" to the "voung Marw," Thirdly, of
(tqual il not greater importance, it brings it up to our dry's
concern with "power", hut moot uniquely males it Yhuman power,"

. Everyone should read the above quotetion now in the complete
sontence, which is:. "Beyond it /Temlm of necessity/ begins that
‘developuent of human power, which is ito own end, the true realm of
froedom, which, however, can flourish only upon that’ fealm of neres—
sity as itm basis. The shortening of the working day is its fundanen--
tol premise." Ve, however, could have it elther as above, or even
shorter ag Vdevelopment of hwmen poweér, which ic its owm end." -

The erucial point is that Marx, having finally worked ous
his greates’ theoretical work and come toward its end, vas summarizing
what it is that he had been writing for some 2,000 pages which would
show the reader the movement of humanity from primitive times, =
"Just as the savege must wrestle with rature, in order %o sctisfy
his vants, in order to maintain his.life eand reproduce 1%, =0

" civilized man has to do Lf, and he must do 1t L1 9ll forms of sooliety
and under nll possible modes of ‘produetion." This then 1y followed
with expangion of what it is that etill comprises "the realm of nedes—
sity" so long as we are in class socioty: it always remains a reslm
of necessity." Therecupon follews what would be the realm i freedom,
which is what NIWS & IRTTERS would stand for, has been founded upon,
will strive to reelize. =~ - - - PR I

Thiz io what I was trying; 1o say when I hinted thet, though
"The leap {0 freedom im from necessity" ic great and we snce ran it
as magthead, 1t vam' Marx's owm words, not exactly; for in that
1ittle word, "is," that worker (C.D.) added 1o ralke elear what. we
are tallcing about, and want, the clarification happened to disrogard ‘
decades of debates’ on whether it "will", 'of necessity, "automatically",
by "party structure" or what not, really be it, I'm sorry I'm so late
with producing what Marx himgelf said, but when I was presented with
the urgency to change the maothead I was vorking out the Perspectives,
cnd simply had no. chance to look up the full sentenco which I prefer
both because 1t is Marx spealing for himsel? and because it 15 most
relevant for our day, This happens 4o bo the very first day I had
& few free moments, I dare say I'm not late, since there are a few
other proposcls made at the convention that are still %o be rm
before the entire memberchip votes.

Yours, Raya




MORE Cid ‘H;{E MOTTQ was

Daar Rayal

ve.I 13ke the masthead selection because it transcends what is. Fut
really I'm not sure it makes sense extractcd es it is, The realm of nacessilty has
to bo contrasted to it. I'm bsginning to think I den't like sloganizing unless
there's an esterisk with an explaining parazraph.

Hy VolumeIII, Foraign Languages Publishing House, Meseow 1957, ends st
pago 886, Is page 954 the Kerr wsdition? So I have not as yet found the rele-
7ant pPageS.ces

John, Now York  (Oct. &4, 1570)

Dear Johnt

+e» The Moscow trangistion of Capitsl that you have is, hard to believe
though that may ba, sven worse than the standaid urderconsumptionist variety
that the Kerr oditdon has been. Thus, the quotatlon I suggested for masthead
has "power" translated es “energy" on the supposed grownd that so Jeng as both
are "human® it is the same? In any case, the guotation from Herr edition, pe 9ol
appears in Moscow edition on p. 820, I, however, the vhole page {the chapter is
the oné entitlsd "The Trinitarisn Forrula® in the final part of Vol, III) is
read, thers is no mistaking the meaning, the pivotal difference between realm or
neocessity and that of freedom. _ ; ’

Tt happens to involve more than half a century of debate, beginning with
the Second Thternational (Plekhanov-Keutsky type of neo-Kantian philosophy par-
ading as Hegelian)elaiming that it ds sufficient to "revognizms” necessity "to
arrive at” freedom,  Then there are revolutionaries. Inglsting there must
" bo a "leap" from necessity to freedom, but not specifying who or how the revolu-
tionary leep will be achieved, After which the roturn both to Hogel and to
genuine Marxism with post-1924 Lenin gives vs the emphesis back 4o human power
as in the new universal "to a man,"

Tnterestingly enough, Iucio Colletti, vho has broken with the Communist
Party in Italy, and does not find he can agree with the Maoism of those whe broke
with him , and thus belongs nowhere (I, unfortunately, do not know encugh Ttalian
to have gathered vhethsr ho is anywhere nemsr our positien, ut we will cerry out
correspendance on that later) =~ in his paper at the Telos Conforance brought in
the question as characteristic of the Second Intarnational's"recomition"of
necassity as freedom instead of revolution towsrd it.

You may remember many years back when I tried to mcplain the complexities of
the question, and Denby "resolved” ii all by proposing we simply use "is", as
in the masthead we just produced, I, however, feel we rust let Marx gpeak for

himseli‘.
Raya (Oct, 15, 157()
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