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Eugene Walker

Never before in American revolutionary history hes s decade belonged more
to the youth than the decade we have just lived through. From Greensbero, N.C.
3it-In, Feb, 1960 to the Free Speech Movement, Berkeley, 1964; f£rom Freedom
Rides, Jackson, Miss., 1961 to Columbla U., 1968; from ant{-Vietnem teach-in,
Ann Arbor, 1965 to Peoples Park, Berkeley, 1969.

Many of us date our birth with the birth of the sit-in movement, Feb. 1960.
Those of us who hsve just joined.the movement enter onto what has been buile
over the pasrc nine apnd a hplf years, mostly by young people in this country,
Even to those whose history goes beyond the 19605, it is the 608 which has given’
the clearest aigns of a developing American Revolution,

It is this ten years which we must look at--the history of the 60s in
America, ’ ‘

It bzgan in the South. The black youth's South of the Sit-Ins, By.the
seemingly simple act of going to a lunch counter and saying we will not leave,
¢ whole new movement of young radicals wes born. All of us, especially the
youth, are linked to it.  The black youth whe began it, inspired hindreds upon
hundreds of other black youth scress the South, who within days conducted sit-in
upon sit-in, At the sdme time it:inspired whites, particularly white youth,
to realize o new generation was around which would not take the American racist
way any longer. “Support pléket lings in the North Involving many white stu-
dents opriing up. The lie was chereby given to all the talk of the apathetie,
silent, at the mest, rebels without a csuse, gencration. -

The movement of the 1960s from the|beginning had as its base the black
revoit, just as 130 years ﬁrevlbusly‘the Abnlitionist‘Movgnent had begun to
be bullt on the revolt of black slaves in the South. Az that movement had
done, the new one of thz 60s established a unity of black and white,

The Freedom Rides of 1961 re-enforced this unity. White youth from the
North jeined black youth ‘from the South end rode to Jackson, Miss., when they
sould get that’ far, The Freedom Rides estsblished CORE a3 an organization.
SNCC wes organized and hegan doing community work within the South. Meridian,
latciesburg, Yazoo City, Oxford,~-we know their names today becsuse of young
Civil Rights workers,black and white, who worked there in the mid &0s. They
were called the New Abolitionists who worked within the South. The Miasias-
ipp! Summer Project of 1960 was the end result.

Now. something happens with this experience on the part of both the black
youth and the white youth. Let us follow the white youth first. Berkeley is
the best place. They have hed the experience of the §it-Ins, the Freedom Rides
¢nd finally the Mississipp! Summer Project. They come back and begin to try
#nd raise some money for the Clvil Rights Movement, But in geelng the opposi-~
tion to that by the university, they discover that the queation was not only
the black man in America, but all of America, including themselves at the alite
schools, the knowledge factories., The question was not Just middle class student
sympathy for the other Amerieca of black nnd poor, it was now kinship. Kinship,
because the same.powerlesaness felt by black peorle was found to be felt by
the studants, £irst in terms of thelr own univeraicies when they wishad to enllac
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them as nartisicns in the Civii Rights styuggie. This lead them to question
the whole concecpt of educstion. Educetion for what, if not for freedom now.
Second, the powerleasness was now extended to the crucial subject of the
Vietnam War, which in Feb, 1965 began its tremendious expansion with the
bombing of the North., This awakening brought Fforth the teach-in movement
beginning at the University of Michigan. And with it the attention of the
white youth shifted to Vietnam. In fact, we can say thet there was unfortun-
ately somewhet of & desertion of the Civil Rights movement on a part of many
white youth who moved to oppose the war in Vietnam.

Students for a Democratic Socity was born in the early 60s and gained
its first push when it sponsored a nntionwide demonstration in Washington .
ngains; the war Inm 1965,

The first ideas of teach-ins and peace marches--a sort of mcral persuasion
effort--some gave rise to more active means, mobile tecties in Oskland end
New York, active resistance to the draft, escape to Canada, and organizinb
within the army.,

Now the black youth, Sixty to sixty-four hed been & beacon and qmuch
changed within the South. But '63 and '64 had shown black-white tensions, aal
frugtration with the pace of the movement. One reason wes that the Southern
movement nov tried to move north., The £ight for voting rights and lunch
counters, while a_:evolution,in the South was not & revolution in the North.
It was there aiready and yet conditions were disgusting. The white-black
unity had not only included youth but white libergls.Now it wes found that .
the white liberals who had given money and vocal support for the movement
in the south wanted nothing to do and in fact opposed much of the northern
movement, Thus they contivued to live in segregated neighborhoods and to have
Interests in various businesses which exploited blacks. They wished to:dic-
tate the direction and pace of the movement in the north and the blecks re-
jected this. At the same time the white youth who could have' fought together
with the blacks were now not around. They had moved to the anti-Vietnam war
movement and had in some coses been unwilling to accept black leadership.

" The blacks now began to move in new dlrections. Black power was raised
as a slogen. The inspiration of the Southern movement and the dissatisfaction
with the pace and direction of the movement §n the north became evident in.
the Revolts In Watts, Harlem, Detroit and & hundred other cities.

New orgenizational forms appearad. If SNCC did net chooge to be more tham
an organizers' organization, the Black Panther Party did come forth. The
movement which had been born on black Southern campuses, now found that it
had to £ight in Black Student Unions on predominantly white Northern campuses,
Young black workers in the shops found the white liberal union leadership _
sceking to contain them and therefore sought out new forms of organization--
black caucuses, .

We hove traced the 60s in one way«=in tarms of activities, Let us go
back and retrace the 60s not so much the actions But in terms of .ideas coming
from and influencing these actions.

I cried ‘to show & flow from Sit-Ins and Freedom Rideas=~the early Civil
Rights movement to the Free Speech Movement of 1964, The flow is not explained
merely by saying one followed the other and It was a notural action to support
the Civil Rigits movement of the South. Rather, it was the flow of ideas. The
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flow of ideas from the Civil Rights which really freed the white youth for
Berkeley, 1964, What were the ideas coming out of the movement? The dabates

of violence verses noneviolence were not the key., No, it was the idea of
humanism which was coming out of the movement. Humanism is the seif-activity

of mngses in wotion, In America it surfaced first in the Montgomery Bus Boycott
of '56 and now reappeers in the 60s with the sit-ins, Freedom Rides, work In

the South, and with youth leading the way., Here is how Robert Meges phrased it:

",..We got freedom schools. You form ynur own schools. Because when you
come right down to it, why integrate thelr schools? What §s it that you will
learn in their schoois? Many Negroes can learn it, but what can they do with
it? What they need to learn is how to be organized to work on the society. to
chenge it. They can't learn that in schools.., : .

"Now nobody sat down and theorized all this. It's Just that you went down
there and sturted to try to do something.,.College kids come down, some nf the
Negroes who have come down, and are now trylng to get back in school , can't
- relate to it, That roises for them the whole question of education. What is
the degree? What do I need it for? What do T do with it after I get it?...

) "We asked this one guy why he camej what he was doing. And he said; .for
his oun personal self, he found out what work meent. He found out what it
meant to live. Whet it meantto relate tc people. What society meant. That'’s
what he was getting in SNCC., Because who determines what work 18?7 How many
people come up to the SNCC people and say, 'Well, when ere you going beck to
work?' And they mean, 'When are you going te fit ints suclety?!

Now whar the SNCC people have found in & slew process is that they don't
haye to accept that definition of work. Thet they can define their own, And
that they understand a little better what it means to work. That 18 to really
put energy into gomething end to meke something thet's meaningful to yourself.

1

“In the process of that they begin to understand what it means.to relate
to people; to being at least able to bresk down sll these things that happen
in our society." (from The Free Sveech Movement and the Negro Revolution,
News & Letterz Detroit) ‘

.

The humanism whiclh emerged was not vet fully developed,.not yet concretized
and thus searching for e full solution. At the same time various tendencies
within the movement or on the fringes of the movement or in opposition to the
movement were secking to put their imprint upon this humanism that the Southera
blacks had first raised. Most sucessfull in doing this was its wedding with
Christian, Ghandian non-viclence as a philosophy. This was one of the dominart
influences seeking to channélize the humanism, the self-mctlvity of fighting
for freedom, into spzcial compartments. Xennedy and thé New Frontier wished
to crush the humanism altogether by paseing a litcrle Civil Rights ‘legisiation
and mouthing much verbiage, or ot the most reducé.it to mere bourgeois humanisn.
The radieala--Trotskylst , Soclalist, Communist and ourselves, Marxiste
Humanist ,were also around and subjected in the eariy period to no little red-
baiting.

This humanism wes the driving force. It 1s what caught the white students
and created the ground upon which FSM wan ‘built. It concretized itself In the
Free Speech Movement by the students raising the question of alienation.
Alienation in their schools, alienation in go¢lety in general. Humanism for
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the students struck home in such phrases as "I am a UC student. Please do
not bend, fold, spindle or mutilate me."

The power of the actions #nd ideas of the early Civil Rights movement w=s
rnot limited vo America., Sit-in, Freedom Ride, We Shall Overcome, Civil Rights,
became international, not just as words, but es the name, the idea, of freedom
in the United Stares. The same can be gaid for the Free Speech Movement--here
ig what one of the leaders of the French Revolt of '68, Cohn-Bendit s8id of
Berkeley: "In Berkeley in 1964--well in advance of Be;lln or Paris-~-the studenir
defended cheir right to participate in politics. The students put their peint of
view in the bimonthly Free Speech Movement News Letters; whichbroughthundreds anc
later thousands of students without previous political experience into the
movement. The Berkeley model was copled at Berlin university a few years later
with Paris following suit soon afterwards.” (Obsolete Communism)

Post '64 is a very different world., Ghandian non-violence atd Christianity
are out, There is nothing wrong with this. It represents the force of humanjae
trying to concrecize itself, The false forms which had tried to impose them-
selves upon the movement were being thrown off, and we welcome this. These
false forms could not deal with the totality of crises found in America, This
is the search, the battie, which the movement is still engaged in. How-doos
humanism concretize itself for a total trensformation?

The seerch has brought dramatic changes. . Where befere red baiting was
in order, today the radicals seem to be rammnt everywhéere, Where before the
world revolution was teboo, todey revolution I8 an scceptad and welcomed °
word., Revolution should. be the order of the day, but what we are faced with
is that after the black masses and vhite youth have freed the movement of one
philosophic concept being thrown on top of them, they now find'e second or -
third or fourth comes forth in the neme of revolutlon. Just when the masses ave .
coming to the conclusion that a total reorganization of society--a social
revolution--is necessery, they are besieged with half a dozen varities of so-
called revolutionary activity and thought-.guerrilla warfare, several verities
of Mao's thought, Stslin on the Natignal Question, ete. The concretization of’
tumanism for oyr age i1s again in the process of beilng diverted, channelized, sub.
stituted for. Instead oiChristianity-and Ghandism, it is Meoism, instead
of more civil rights legislation, it is instant, pre-cooked, pre-packaged urben
guerrllla warfare,

This is the challenge that we, especially the youth, today face. How do we
see thet the concretization of humenism for our age that is genuinely called far.-
both histerically and. objectlvely today--comes to fruition. ‘

We have by no accident eelled this coming to fruition Marxist-Humanism.
This is the conerctizetion of humanism for today. Not because we say so, not
because we try and layer it upon the movement as others have done, but be-
cause we have seen it come ffom the movement itself.

Let us retrace for a third time the 19605, this time concentrating not so
much on actions or idees, but on thelir unity--Marxist-Humanism. What have we
done organizationally to push for thet concretization of humanism, for we are
the corganizetional expression of Marxist.Humanism.  Let us firat go back to the
fifties. In the late fifties there was no youth movement #s we know it in this
country. It wes the so-called apathetic generation. No revolt on the campus,
McCarthylsm was just finished. Black people had begun samething in '56 in
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Montgomery. All that was really on the scene was rock n' roll end a few
itrect gangs. Within our own organization {t was the same, very few real
youth. & couple of us.were in our teens and some in their twenties, but

this no lenger meent youth becsuse there waa no youth movement, no W&y those
out of high school or collepe could really be part of a youth grouping.

But in '57 we sald youth would be important to the movement. We recog-
nized something in their dropping out of school, in thelr acts cf vand? lism
against the schools, 4n their distruptive attitude 53 gome called it. We
tried to put it in one of our leads for News & Letrers--Rebels With A Cause,
to contrast it to James® Dean's Rebel Without a Cause.

And we tried to formslste it again when we wrote our constitution in 1958--
"Je feel thet the youth axe & most precious mource of our development. We
recognize that oven though the youth ere not directiy involved in productien,
they are the ones whoS® tdealism in the finest sense of the word combines with
opposition to cxisting adult society in s0 unique A way that it literally brings
them alongside the workers as builders of the new society.”™ (News & letters
Constitution} , ' : .

It was a recognition of an element which historically had alined them-
selves with workers, most recently in the Hungarian Revolution, and could be )
the spark for revelutionary asction. Eighteen months later the sit-ins occurred,
and youth beceme the spark in Americe. We recognized this element as tumanisn
in America bec®use we were ‘constantly looking for new impulses in America and nac
recognized black and 'youth as two impulses which were sure to come to the fore

- ground.

The immediate task was to let thesg new voices spedk and if you look at
News & Letters beginning in March and April 1960 you can see direct reports
written by the sit-iners themselves. This even though we were so small as to
fiot have our own youth participating in the South et the beginning.

The principle wes to let this new humanism begun in the 81t-in move-
ment express itself--seerch for its concretization. The thoughts of the Clvil
Rights activists were put ‘forth in the eonte¥t  of a Marxist-Humanist paper
with & black worker as editor, worker writers, Marxist intellectuals as contri- -
butors. .

The next stage of the Civil Rights movement was the Frcedom Rides of '8l.
Here two of our membera became Freedom Riders and we had reports from them and
others on the rides. We agein saw the major task was letting the Preedom Riders
speak for themselves.-thus the pamphlet by that name. (Freedom Riders Speak
For Themselves, News & Letters 1961)

We cun pick many other exemples of this period. It ls the participatory

history of the CTivil Rights movement in America. The pages of News & Letters

60 to 64 are I think the best history--history in terms of human thought and
activity--of the Civil Rights movement.

Now comes '64 end Free Speech Movement, We,8s many others,did recognize
that as something very significant on the scene. -But we felt we had a unique
tesk which other radicels were not doing. First, to clieft from the activiststher-
selves and second, to help the concretization of humnnism. It 13 not eliciting
per se, but with a certain ear or pen-~to capture what 1deas, what forces, wera
driving to concretize humanism in a total wey., The ability to do so is what
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makes ug Marxist-Humanists.

We had caught humanism, the movement from practice to theory, in 1953 in’
two ways, Raya Dunsyevskaya's letters which she wrote while studying Hegel's
Absolute Tdea first caught the movement from practice to theory, theoretically.
(Archives, News & Letters) A few wecks later, the East German Revolt against
Stalinism without Stalin occurre® #nd was the living proof of the movement from
practice to theory. TheHungarian Reyolution reaffirmed it, On the American scen:

we could SPD it in the Civil Rights movement.
ree Speech Movement pushed it to 8 new level when students raised the

concent nf alienation. Tt nushed the movement very far. First because thouscnds
in Berkeley and in the cnd hundreds of thousands gernss the nation rceognized
~ themselves when the concent of slienstion was  ratsed. They could now

see themselves linked to the movement of the other America of poor and bleck,
not as an addendum to the movement, but as part of iu, Second, and this is what
we tried very hard to develop and I think is a central part of our role--it
alleowed us to spesak and raise for discussion the relationship of the movement

to Marxism on a philosophic level. Marx and Hegel had raised the question of
alienation &nd now in the 1960s students were agaln raising it. Now I am not say’-
everyone grasped what we were trying-to do with the appendix to Free Speech .
Movement on The Theory of Alienationt Marx's Debt to Hegel. These questions
have to be raised agaln and again at each stage of the movement. But we as
Marxist-Humanists have to see why they have to be ralsed, we have to understans
that our role ls not only participater or eliclter of various petlivities, but
raiser of these questicna. We have to reise them becnuse humanism can be con-
cretized, made real, only as a totality.

Let ug look.at some other ways we have tried to raise the totality of a
developing humanism. Take two of our namphlets--Workers Battle Automation and
Maryland Freedom Union. 1960 was the sit-ins, but '60 was also automation and
workers, We put cut Workers Battle Automation that year. -It dealt with workers
and was addrzssed in large part to workers. DBut listen to the nemes of several
sections--The Youth, Employed and Unemployed; Rebels Allj .another called The
Army and a third, The Beat Generation RehelsWith A Cause, Here is a pamphlet
on workers in the factory and we bring youth in. Tt is pert of this humonism
es a totality--the concretization involves not just workers but youth aid this
we felt necessary to put in, Now look at onc of our most recent pamphlets,
Maryland Freedom Union, here we are jemned together black, youth and worker--
all together, So that is onc way we have of raising the questionQ.

A second way was another type of pamphlet or journal. Before Free Speech
Movement and afterthe experiences of the Sit-ins and the Freedom Rides we tried
anather way of trying to concretize this new humanism., We gathered the young .
News & Letters membcrs together and put out The Young Marxist-Humanist, which
we had hoped to make an on-going youth discussion bulletin. Its primary pur-
pose was o try and stert & dialogue with others. Unfortunately we did not have
enough youkh Zorces within the organization to continue it, But what.I think vas
exciting about it was that we had tried to start a Marxist-Humanist magazine--
we were willing to step out with that name ang try and begin a dialogue on ocur
terms. On local levels there weraz two other attempts te carry on this type of
discussjon. On the UCLA campus, The Merxist-Humenist was published for three years
'63 to '66 while in '67 and *68 some high school youth In Los Angeles published
a new versicn of The Young Marxigt-Humanist.

Now let us deal with the year past and the yéar ahead. T spent so mUCh time
covering the past decade in terms of activities, ideas and orgoanizatlon bezause.
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unless we understand the movement of the'60s and what we 25 Mews & Letters have
been trying to do in thet movement, the opportunity which we have now will go
amizs. I think we have a great opportunity beceuse for the first time we are
beginning to have the forces we need to have a concrete influence on the
divection of the movement among youth, I know when we look around us it seems
we are very small, and we are, but in terwms of youth we have grown several fold.
Thua despite the fact that objectively '68 seemed much more on the move than '66
has, organizationally I believe we are far better off. I will leave the con-
crete reports of what youth {n varjous lecals have done for floor discussion, T
want to concentrate on the youth scene nationally.

I did not 'spask historically about 5DS, But I think it is obvious to all
of us that SDS today is on the verge of being transformed into ita opposite.  Puc
[ think we have to understond thet our organizational attitude to SDS cannot
at this time simply be to hell with SDS. Filrst, if the government stupidly
dectdes to strike out against SDS with actual arrest, they could make them into
martyrs and therefore despite the Mapist mess, they could once again grow and
become 2 mass movement,

Secondly, even if SUS does turn entirely into its opposite, this does not wmea
the end of it, It can well remein on the scene as a force and not simply
disappear. Therefore we have to understand how SDS became transformed into its
opposite. What is the attraction of Maosim in Amerlea? How are we going to
' combat Maoism ameng the youth? . -

Daspite all the horrible fights we were involved in in various SDS locals
during the past year, whar SDS. has meant to us organizationally has been a
netional platform for our ideas, Our discussion on Race and Clags which appeared
in New Left Notes had an impact which will not be lost despite.the transformation
of SDS. (New Left Motes, May, 1969) Whot I am concerned with is how do we coniinue
what we have just cdeveloped In the pest yenr--2 national platform for our ideas.
If we don't have SDS than we have to look for aiternatives. We were just beginning
to be recognized and T hope we don't have to take a. backward step and have no
national platform, [ em not saying that,we should or should not work in .SDS. Esch
locality has to decide what {s bast for its functioning, One alternstive to SLs
which I believa will be reported on is functioning in independent groups of .
students who feel they can no longer work in SDS, One such group is in the pro-
cess of being formed in Detroit.

In looking for a national platform for our ideas I would like to raise three
organizational possibilities for discussion. First, the npossibility of an on
Boing youth bulletin similar to the Young Marxigt.Humanist which we might put out
once every three or four months. It could both have & Marxist-Humanist stamp on
it and yet be free and easy for a wide variety of contributions. We should dis-
cuse whether such a bulletin would be usefull for their work.

A second possibility would Le a2 continuation of the youth pamphlets similar o
the French pamphlet we published lest year. {France, Spring 1668, Masses in Moticn
Ideas in Free Flow, Nows & Letters Youth Pamphlet). A youth pamphlet put out by
high school students 14 one possibility,

A4 third possibility which 1 think we should discuss is how to make better
use of the youth pege in Mews & Letters. I think that the quality of that page
has heen mixed over the past year and that we as youth arc not paying enough
attention to Jeveloping that page, Ona of its weaknesses ls that we have nat
always had encugh participant reports of actlvities. I think what makes the
Auto Shop pege exciting s the conerete struggle which one sees in the stories,
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Semetimes we ochieve that on the youth page, but & number of times we have not.

I 'have the following two suggestions for the youth psge. First that on the
agenda of discussion of ycuth in the varipus locals materinl for the youth page

in particular be discussed along with normal pssignmentSfor the paner. And sect.d
T have spoken with the yiuth columnistBernard and we both sgree that o rotating
youth column between che various locals would allow the youth page to reflect
becter what is happening around the country.

The new for us I believe i3 that we now do have the forces to begin to
{nfluence what ls occurring in the youth movement. Tf we kezp in mind the
objective situation and our Mzrxist-Humanist method than each lccal can decide
for itself wherc it wishes to function, whether that be organizing university
workers an campus in Detroicr, high school students in Los Angeles, or student=
at Columbia in New York.




