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INTRODUCTYON

As this introduction 3s being written, teachers in the Los
ingeles achools sre out on strike, If the strike is a step toward
ending the prison-like conditions of the ashools, ending the system
of tracking that forces black people end Chicanos into ranual trades
only, and is the beginning of an educaitlon which w11l give us an
undistorted history of 8ll our peoplea’ continuing fight for freedom,
then we support it. If the teachers are ready to stop forcing us
into the slots American society has ready for us, ue say right on!
But we will not wait on them to do what we as high school students
must be doing.

Some who write for this pamphlet are meubers of the Radical
Student Union (RSU), an organization of high school students with
chapters in various Los ingeles clty schools, We stand for changlng
this corrupt society and are out ito win moxe rights for students
nov, Though most of our members are uhite high school students,
vie see ourselves as part of a larger movement involving all oprressed
peoples and groups in Americe and in +he world==itoridng class,
black people, Chicanos, and all other Third World peorles, The
contants of this pamphlet are an indication %iat fect.

Some vho write for this pamphlet ere also members of iews &
letters, a Harxist-Humanist organization of Ylacks and whites, workers
and stulents, Thoy feel that the sixties have demonstrated that
though youth are not dirsctly involved in production, theiw serlous
activity in the black struggle and the anti=-Yietnan War novement
has Wrought them alongside the workers as builders of the now soclety.

We feel that student oppression 1s a very real form of the
oppression upon-which this racist, class-divided soclety is based,
and that high school students have very real common interests.

High school students are channeled.into the molds ‘American industry
wants them forced into, insluding the army; high school students

are denied their constitutional rights on campus, We aren't alloved
to develop freely, to become what we want to be, and we aren't
allowed to express ourselves, aithers We're suppose to. do what
we're told, to sit back and lot ourselves be channeled into the
nolds of a society we didn't oreata--and the school system has =
shole set of rules to stop us from complaining. Well, we're
complaining, and we intend te got together to take actlon nou.

Pecause of the oppression experienced by all high school students
though it comes dowmn most heavily on poor 2nd non-uhite students,
we feel that students at one school have much to learn from the
idees and the experiences of other students. The purpose of this
panphlet 1s to give all kinds of stuients--~black, vhite, and Chlicano,
working clasa and middle clags, ghottc and suburban--e chance to




nxchnnge these ideas and experiences, These articles inelude apa=

man of the seheol systen an a whole, and articlos on conditichs
w1 onldeat senugpdes et Llidivideal high schools, incleding reports
about student activities-—strikes, 8it=-ins, and damonstrations-
during the teachers' strike. .We hope to give: students,.at each. -, -
kigh school. in- Los. mwelas en idea of* the, great. variety of activd.tes .
that other students are involved.in. We do not heve a completad .
progran for chenging our schools, We rerlize that this IFind of .., . .

communication is more 1mport-ant aud noxe revolutim.&ry thar
thousapd programs. : MR . P

Ye natmally hope thap -I:h:i.s pa.mphle-b will help expmd groups
like the ESU, Bub we don't consider purseives to bo the."great ., - .
leaders" that everyone else must follow, We uant new groups of, .
high school students to get involved in organizing & pouerful city-
wide movementj’to contribute their. jdeas go that we can reslly . ...
got ourselves. together. He hope this pamphlet ill generate:an 5_ oo
axchange of ideas that will get many more students, involved as .
activiets in-the deepest sense--as thinkers and doers. '
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SROOSEVELD. HIGH:. %

During limech period on Thursday, March 5, Jorge Rodriguez,
head of UMAS (United Mexican-imerican Students) at Honsevolt High,
was speaking at our free spesch area. Supposedly Locavee he szid-
“I don't give a damn” (an “obocenity"), tut actually because of
the way he was attagking the rotten quality of education at
Roosevelt, the administration {ried to close the free speech area,

Jorge kept talking, and 40 or 50 of us stayed pust Junch .to
listen to him. IMr, Siegel, the so-czlled "assistant principal®
threatenad 'us with suspension and arrest if we didu’t disperse,
‘We. didn't disperse. Five cops camo on campic ard deslared our
gathering an-"unlanful assembly; Dut no one wes arrestad because
of a "gquestion of jurisdiction" that Siegel mentioned. :

Theadministration offered to. negotiate with us, and 20 .
“students volunteered to talk to Mr. Holguin, the Boyz' Viee
Prineipal, absut our grievences, Ve were promised that we wouldn't
‘be suspended, That night Jorgs and others weve called by the school
-and. told thoy ‘were suspended, S .

Fridsy ‘morning-we all camo to school .a:u;fﬂayQ Bof;qré_ thixd .

" perdod we rallied neer the school autitorium fo vailse our demands,
which included getting the cops off campus, .open .campus, tetter
foed,. and a voice for the students in what goes on at snhool,

Siegel ‘refiised to talk to us, saying he "refused to dedl with
2 mob," There were 300 of us, and when Siegel told us 15 minutes
later that we werz all duspended, we all cheered,

When Stlegel tried to shvt the press out, we moved fommard to
the Eleanor Roosevelt lawn; the old free-spesch arez, so that the _
community would know what was happening, Other students in the -
buildings - joined us, The cops declared our assenbly illegal .
-and threatened to attack, T

_ About nine girls linked arms to stop the cops from btreaking
“them up, but the cops’ pulled them apart, - Roosevelt's cocosnut -
administrators (brown on the outside but white on the inside) had
37 of us busted, The cops were as brutal as usual, pulling girls®

~-bedr and twisting their arms,

Seturday at 12:30 a commission met to diseuss what had hap-
rened at Roosevelt, It was disgusting. Mr. Sullivan, a school
Superintendent, tried to run the meeting, HKe accused us of
"disrupting the academic procesa,” Some teachers had the guts to
€8t up and speak on our behalf, for which they'll probably be
Tired or transferxed, There wore about 100 people thero altogether,
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including teachers, students, and parents, One lady who spoke was
furious about the cops being called on campus,

Then Sullivap started taking up the time allotted to the
students with a long speech. We booed and shouted, demanding our
time. Sullivan finally shut up when a parent got up 844 told hinm
to sit down, By 3:30 the administration was tired of "listening
to the students" and amounced they were leaving,

» Monday, March 9, between 200 and 300 of us picketed outside
the school., Our signs demanded amnesty for 211 who had heen
arrested, attacked police brutality, and announced that "IIttler
is alive and living at Roosevelt HighY The students still in
school couldn't jein us for a very simple reason: all the gates
hed three or four locks.on them and srers gusried by teachers,
cops, and narcs, So we cut a hole in the mesh fencs and went
on campus anyway, C

In the following days thers was more picketing, more arrasi;s,
and more beatings. Despite the arrests, the movement is still
going strong,

. Whet happened at Roosevelt is very understandable 1F you know
anything about the quality of eduvcation it.o*fers, Tt isn't
education, it's indoctrination, Cf the 3,200 students, at lezst
80 per cent are Chicano. The school produces graduates wtho can
hardly read or write. There aren’t enough desks or equipment
or teachers. The system of tracking forces 75 ver cent of the
students into an industrial arts majoxrs There is just no way to ‘
get college preparatory classes at Roosevelt. White students will
naver Bebussed to Roosevelt; their parents wouldn't put up with -
the Idnd of education they'd get here. . )

The school is very restrictiva, Host of the restrictions that
the radical students who graduated in January got rid of last
semestor have been brought back this semestex by Siegel and his
cocoanut puppet, Principal Pare:z, last .year Siegel and the way
. the school operates were denounced in the elass graduztion speech, -

Now the administration has limited what students can say in the
free speech area to the it that we can't say anything et all,

~ Classroom doors are locked as scon as the tardy bell rings
8t the beginning of the period. The bathrooms are almost alueys locked,
end the buildings are locked during lunch to keeq the students out '
even if it's ralning, And this is in a school that's & fire hagard!

If the education Roosevelt offers us is so good, why do they
try to forca it duwn our threontg? .

Tmen Moutsrolt Jtwdents
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ROCSEVEIT HIGH, II=-~-\ BROUN VIEY

Training for Roosevelt begins before you even enter,. In the

ninth grade just before you graduate to Roosevelt the dounselor

comes and asks the kids what things they would like, He asits, wecil
do.you like stood? . And the kids say yes, aAnd do you 1like eleatricity?
Drafting? Again, yes. '"Well I think you ought to take a shop major.”

They never give you & math major or a science mejor if you
want one, Only if they think you are exceptional do you got this
type of major. Thore are a lot of smert kids there, btut they are
all in busliness majors and stuff like that, From the Deglining
they tell you that you are not going to college anymray, So you are
programmed inte not going *u college,. ]

To those who run Rooseveli we Bre 4qumb., But to us many of
the teachers don't know what they are doing. I visited a class
called Algebra S, The Lids are smart, but they are stuck in Algebre
S which means slou learmer. The guy tezches the cless 1ilie it was
& kindergerten., "This is a new word, The lowest ccmmon factor,"
Stuff like that, Talking to the kids like thay wore third graders,
They even had to read aloud, There are. a Joct of toachers like thas,
We don’t have too many Chicano teachers, mest of them are white,

‘ The school in many ways is like a prison. Tt is about 60 per

~ cent Chieano, They have "sweeps” at Roosevalt. There are two
tardy bella, As soon &s teachers hear the bells they lock the
doors and if you wera inbetueen the h2ll and the classroom they
viould push you out and shut the door. ‘Then other tozchers would
be ratrolling the halls, They would meka everyone out in the hall
go to the cafeteria and sign a shect that they were late.- Then you -
could go back to class, but by that time fifteen minutes of the
clase was gone, The First two times you were tardy you got warned,
The third time they crll in your parents and havo a conference, '
The fourth time they suspend you. ) |

. The teachers are always watching you like cattle, Fspecially
at nutrition and lunch vhen you have a little time to telk with
your friends, there 1s always someone not too far away,

The c¢lasses, besides being run at a low level, ere distorted,
Wa had a California IMntory elass which should have begun with the
Indian's history; then the Chiceno's history: But the only thing
they did was to mention Indians in the begimning, then told avout
tha Spaniards very briefly and then the Amoricens came, and that
wag it oxcept for a ghort thing at the end of one chapter whers
they said Mexlean-Americans sre living in IA and in the 19%0s they
had zoot-suit 7iots) most Mexicans came for farm labor, wetbacks,
ete, Out of the whole book there vere about iwo pages on thia,
All the rest is white hlstory. :




In response to these conditions thexe 1s a movement at Roose-~
velt which had been putting forvard & number of demands., One thing
we don't want is cops on campus, Cop$ are always on CAMpUS, with-
out tniforms. They patrol the campus especially during lunch time,
when they are at the gates, .

We want bilingual “eaching, They don't 1like the fact that
a lot of studenis speak Spanish, They say you are in America and
you should speak Bnglish, For these kids itho don't speak English
they stick them in English Seccnd Language and meke them use third
grade books. evan though the kids ere in high school.

. We are trying to get Chicano studies on campus. Right now
there is only one class, This out of the whole cwrricuium, and
you have to ask for it.

. The movement is baving 2 hard time, The administration at
the schuel says the doors are aluays open, But se.go in there and
they are closed. Everytime there is a meeting they will have the
Frineipal, ell the v.p.s and maybe-five students. They don't even -
want to have ten students, They want only & few so they can jump
on them, - And their only answer is to go and talk it over in student
couneil., But if you try and get somecne into the student govern~
ment who thinks Roosevelt is no good they alizys =cem ‘to have come
requirements which eliminate the person.

We have started a freedom school in response to the cops and
administration btusting owr demonstratlon aud arresting peonle, There
a3 a need for the school when the students were demonstrating and
had to have a place to go.  They are going to have a lot of Chicano
‘studies and help Chicanos not so much to get into college, but to
have a chance. to go to college if they want to,

I am for freedom, for stopping the suppression of every people,
I knov the Chicanos are a suppressed people, As I grew up I went
only to the schools here in the Chiceno areas, and then I went to a
vhite school for a summer and I saw-the tremendous differencéd in
teaching and facilities, I don‘t considey their teaching better,.
In terms of their view of teaching 1t is better, But in terns of
any kind of education I think the whole system is all messed up.

The whole government is running the system.. You can see
that when they force the pledge of allsfgiance on you. The whole
eystem, the administration, the teachers, iAnd they teil you if you
don't f£follov it, hou ars you going to get agood job, I think the
whola thing is stupld, The Chicauo movement is agelinst the govern=~
ment wecouze it is suppresaing people, I &m nohk sure tho Uhicano
movement a5 & whole wante to po 8s Lux as I o, becouse the Chinano
movement hes older pasple in ik wxd A 1ot of %ew Aon'y vant 1o
as fres,




Roosevelt j= so messed up I want out. I don't want to drop
out completoly, but T wvent to do something different. Maybe this
fyecdom school will do somethinge I was a path scicice major, "I
like it, but I want to so & Jot of things, I don't went, to be re-
stricted and speeified. Uhen you are at Roosevelt they just want

to put you in a 1ittle chamnel,

I an just walting to do something, I am tired of going to
Roosevelt because once you really come inte contz2et with how bad
1t is--when it really comes out in the:open 1like 1%t did when we
demonstrated--it just turns you off to go tack again, You Just
can't get back into it. If you did your epirit is broken. I am

not even going to really go back.
People’s minds at Roosevelt have already iiropi:ed out, That

is why all those percentages on how many finish school, how many
g0 to college are meaningless, - They just have & bunch of numbers

and names, but we have contaet with people,
" ~==Chlicana Student




RCCSEVELT HIGH, YIT -- A BIACK VIR

High school is something to do during the day, They don't
teach you that much. They will tell you that you have got to kuow
this or that, Iike in history they tell you about who died, I
don't want to know who died, I want to £ind out what is happening

nowr, Today.

I don't want nothing out of high school, all I lmew is that
I am just going there. They have got me in elasses I don't want
to know about like draftdng and woodshop., I have had ttondshop 211
the time since the 6th grade, I don' need it any more, e really

don't do anything,

But that is what T got put in, I went to the counselor and
he asked me What I wanted te take, I told him a husiness course
as T was interested in opening & men's store, Fe said I would.
have to take typing and I 'safd I didn't think I vanted to, He
sald sell I can't take a business course and mroceedsd Lo assigh
me into industrial arts. "He said you take drafting, woodshop, -
history, teaie math and gym. And that was 3t. I had to leave
because- there was a whole line of people bekind .u, The whole

thing. took 5 minutes,

He mentloned college in that interview, The sré.y he berought
up college was he told me to play basketbqll and I could make it

to college,

Vhen I f£irst came to school the people in physical education
tried to get me to run track, I said no I didn't waut to. They
agked if I wanted to play baseball and I said I did not want to,
‘Next they asked if I wanted to play football. I said no, T said
I wasn't interested in sports and to leave me alone, ' But everyday
they would bother me about sports, - )

lately I thought about cutting school; just to 2o back to HY,
Just Bo by street life, I anm really mixed up bocause every time I .
get to a school there is some kind of trouble. In LY they had .
Plaincinthesmen in the hall, it Junchtima you had to stay in the
cafeteria the whole time, You couldn™ leave school, Then they
had a strike in NY, Afterwards I came out here and they had a vhole
bunch of trouble at Roosevelt where I am going. I was out during
'bh:' demonstrations at Roosevelt and I tried to get people 1o come
ou . . . . .

Roosevelt is like the HY school, On the first day I walkad
across the street at lunchtime, When I came back there was a guard,
and he asked If Itwent to the school, I said yes and he said let
ne see your lunch pass. I.s2id vhat lunch pass and he bogen eeking
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how long I hzd been going to school, I said this was my first day,
He demanded my name and after I gave 1t to him he said I had to
have & lunch pass to go off campus. I asked him what was this a
prison? ALl he said was that was the rules,

That's what the atmosphere is like, You will be walking down
the hall and someone will come and give you some smert questicn
about where are you suppose to be, Cr thay will say don't you knon
you are suppose to be over hers, You answer baek that you are going
where you want to go, They act like somebody is going to do some-
thing to them, ' People ars getting busted just for having a rollez
mateh cover in their pocket, Or you wait for the bus and they
will comé up and eheck you out, You got tired of it,

The principal at the school E!oés not sayr a thing, A1l he does
is stand up with his hands behind his back and falk,. But he doesn'™t
say anything, : ©o )

I went to = school up north which makes Roosavelt lcok like a
Junk yard, It was a prodominately black sehool, If you vanted to
build uwp your reading they had special reading elasges, They had
machines to help you build up your reading, At Rocsevelt all they
say is rezd your book,: ’ - ) . ’

- One counselor at Roosevelt was trying to tell me why the tax
override hadn't passed, Ho said it wasn 't helping us by making
all the noise because the people don't have much money anyhor and .
when they see us deing all that demonstrating, they wouldn't waat
to give money beeause they think we will tear 1% right Taek dowm, -
But Roosevelt.is a prison,’ When I heard about Roosevejt “eling burned
I thought they had mot the whole school. I wished they hed got
the whole scheol, ‘ . .

. T was interested in the Black Panthers, but they are getting shot.
I think Martin King was really together, I heard a record of his, At
Rocsevelt there was & Black Student Union on campus but it wasn't goling
together, They talked about black culture, That's all right, but

what good is it doing now? The blacks ang Chicanos got along all right’
at Rouvsevelt,  There is soms fTighting outside of school, but they see
the school is the enemy of both of -thems Iately I forget about

most groups and just go for myself, I just don't 1like the idea of
sumebody leading sometody. - I just get tived of it, - T just go for -
myself, I think many people feel the same.way, . o

The way I am going now I might be 2 gangster, I knou that I
2m trying not to end up going to Vietnam, I had a eousin wtho acted
Srazy and he made it, iaybe I will do that, liaybe I will try and
Join the merchant maxine, Every since I was spall T thought, when
is the war going to cone to an end, - They just keep going, -

Tris summer T am leaving fox Iy then sayte vp north.,  I4'n ering %o
To nessy ut Roscevalt Por the rouk of the yorr. leyLe T wigdt Jous,

leave now, "
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TAFT HIGH

It is that time at Taft High School when once agziu studenis
get to participate in the demoeratic process by electling their
student ecabinet officials, last week some friends of mine urged
me to seek political office, preferably Student Boedy President.
The 1dea wasn't so much for me to win the election, but to simply
provide an opportunity for radical views to be expressed in front
of & large sudience, Also, as far as I know, the office of President
was the only one eonsidered worthy of alotiing spoech time to, -
Being one who will follow rules if it means pdliticizing people,
1 went to the office of the Girls' Vice Principal to obtain the
form necessary for all candidates. .

: Tt dddn't take too long to figure out that I was going to have
some problems. First of all I discovered that the office of Student
Hody President was unattainable because I falled to meet the re-
quirement of having been born one year earlier, Yes, you guessed lt--
I was not & senior, but only & juniox, &nd-therefore not yet quali-
fied for that most esteemed ofiice. oo

* The argument for this rule is based on the widiculous prchise
that one should have at least one ssmester experisnce in the Student -
Cabinet before running for President, It is true that a proapec-

.tive President should be familiar with the rules of parliamentary
procedure vhich govern all the ineffective poliiical Anstitutions
of the United States., But what is the xeal purpose of learning
the prover procedures? It is to prepere young Americens to accept .
the same type of trappings disgvised as democrdcy swhen they graduste
-from high school. Democracy should not be something which goes
through the motions in some periectly secure ivory tower. It

- shouldn't weste peopleb time with trivial regulations, but should

Tunetion 85 an instrument of the psople, acting on their needs -
without any consideration for monopoly capitalists or any other
of soclety's criminels, American "demooracy" doesn't work the way
I sald 1% should, but just the opposite, Sinece the school system
is only a reflection of ths overall soclety, it is clear that
“high school democracy" does nct and cammot functlon for the stu-
dents, It is there to reinforce the illusion of democtacy by
means of & seemingly “democratic ballot,"

S0 far I've only illustrated one perticular requirement and
that specifically for the office of President., Let's say then
that I wanted %o vun for another office, vwhich did not have a
"seniority regquivement", There are still other litile goodles
thet we can't overlook, One is that a stwlent must have a 2.5
grede polnt average and another is +lat lie must ant lhve more e,
one U (umsatisfactory) in conducth,




UNVERSITY HIGH

University High is 2 meinly middle-class school with a small
but significant working class population conprised of whites,
Crientals, Chicenos and blacks in that order. Despite these facts
wrhich would seem to indicate a quiet, conservative school, Uni has
had a fairly radical movement going since 1967,

The radicalism of -1967 was touched off by a conservative,
disliked principal by the nsme of Foley. What happened was that
at & student body election assembly, 2 student rwming for the
office of president gave a speech thet sald in affect that ihe whole
administration hed to be replaced, At this Ffcley went up onto the
speakers' platform and pulled the student off.’ When the audience
saw this, they all got up and walked out, The event v+ s on tele-
vision and in the newspapers despite the administrations efforts
to keep this thing quiet, The walkout at Unl was one of the first
o0 hit the West Ios Angelss scheools, and touched off a whole wave
of radicalism that swept the high schools in the avea.

After the walkout an-SDS (Students for a Democratié Soci aty)
chapter was formed, It orgenized demonstrxations aud printed tuo
undergrouni papers, But thexe was one protlem. The movemant at

Uni was started because of an unpopular prineipal «rd sone re-
strictive rules. This was not 2 sufficlent kasls for a mcvement.
The effect of this was that when Foley was trancferrved tc anotier
school and soms restrictive rules like the dress ccdo weis aboilish-
ed, the movement at Uni Legan to wither away, Also moch of the .
radieals snd activists were concentrated in one grade, so that in
Swring, 1969, most of them graduated out of Uni.

In the Tall of 1969 T came to Uni and helped to start a Radical
Student Union (RSU)} chapter. In my orgznizing and other activiiies
I have found that the grestest opposition to the RSU doesn't come
from the conservatives but from the left 1iberels on campas. -Their
-argument ageinst the RSU is that “the name Radical turns peopls ’
off " So orgenizing here at Uni is pretty frustrating, tut I silll
tave confidence that a new movement can be storted here, not on
the tesis of a few pemny-entl rules or a rotten administrator, but
on the tasis of opposition to the school system itself and linking
up stith otier movements, ALl powexr to the peoplel




CULVER CITY HIGH

I came into the 10th grade at Culver High as a student who wes
avare and concerned about the problems of the world., The MeCarthy
campaign was still in full ewing and the school atmosrphere vas
slightly political, Some of the more awere stuiehts decided to do
something about the inability of Student Council to direct its
attention away from school spirit, The Student Issues Club de~
veloped out of these concerned students, It didn't last ton long
vecause of the "do your oun thing" attitude expressed by its members,

There were some more serious students on campus who proved
to be a much greater challenge to the adminisiration, They organ=-
lzed the Student Union by wwriting a constitution snd submitting
it to the proper authorities, The administration. thought 1t would
be & good idea for a ciub to be formed, ecpecially ona that would
sesk to improve the quality of education. This organization mansgsd
to pull off one sucessful action on an incorrect position, The
taxpayers, who were already overburdened, were given the opportunity . -
to vote on an 86¢ increase in their schcol taxes. ‘ ‘

* - "o e

The Culver City Student Union ues a school ¢2ub formed to
help students take a more active part in educational affairs,
It cannot be assessed as elther & totally good or & totally tad
organization, The ldea was o get as many studenls to become menbers
as possible. Then, it was thought, Student Union could beecome more
powerful than Student Couneil and begin to really improve condi-
tions at the schonl, . . :

The political composition ¢f the group was diverse, although
the lefiwing of the group was popular enough to get elected to -
leadership positions. This may sound 2 little on the opportunist
side, but most people felt that it would be more effective then a
smaller more radical group. : o :

Student Undon hed a constitutisn (this was required of all
school clubs) that layed out the structure of the organization, .
Volunteers took delegate sheets and got thelr friends to aign them,
\le weren't lacking signatures, but the sctive participation of those
students was to become & futwre problems The people who ttent out
and asked for signatures were later to bocome the elitist exescutive
‘doaxd,

Cur meetings wiere strenuwous exercises in parliamentary pro-
cedure, There wers times when I was so confused about motions
and amendments that 1'd forget what I was suppose to vote on,
Many tines the members would get tored and the mestings would tum
into & big =ocial hour,
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Yas this elub ompletely useless? o, and I can list thyee
Lertivhlle thing thet vere rossivle for an on-campus organization
to do, lle got 80 people to zee the Mewsreel £ilm Columbia Revelt
and an interesting rap session ensued after. Two draft counseloxrs
vere alloved on campus under the sponsorship of the Student Union, Iast
but not least was our most sucessful event, the Student Union
Dance, where we combined music with political spealers, There
Were raps on People's Park, the Santa ljonica City College Diack
Student Union and Cliff Fried spoke about Valley State, What some
though was a dsadvantage vas' turnes into an advanizge vhen a
YA\Fer (Young Americans for Freedom) uas a2llowed some time to speak,
The audience almost drouned him out and were very antagonistic,

The worst position taken by Student Union wes its suprort of
the tax override, This would have added anotner £6g to the aiready
heavy load of the overburdened taxpayer, Hevecrtheless, Student
Union wnrked hard for the passage of the override and uag mainly
responsible for jemming twe hundred students into the Jozrd of
Education meeting to show that students really caved, and when it
was defeated by Culver City voiers, Student Union held itz only
protest by sitting-in around the flag pole,  There is no btetter
way to alienate a community than by making thes pay fop something
_they cannot &fford,  Instsad of raising the reveiutionary demand
of 'Tax the Carrorations® ire attempted to sexve ute reople shit,

I wouldn'™ suggest that anyone start a Jiudest Uaion ike the

one in Culver City, This can leave you incapable of making a
radlcal eritigue of society, _

Here is some ides of how, the administration viewed us, ey
allowed Studsnt Ugion's reps into each class to expain the organi-
zation, We even tied Humen Relations for the club of the year award,
I think we can safely say that Student Union waa co-opted, or per-
heps there was never anything to co-opt to begin with, '




BEVERLY HILIS HIGH, I

Beverly Hills High School actually has a falrly extensive
history of radieal activity. Unfortunately, most of this activity
never led anyvhere, and the verious movements thai organized it
faded away or were diverted from their orlginal murposes. Two
basic factors are respasidble for this failure to sustain radical
activity, First there are the grest difflculties inherent in
cvganizing at & rich, almost 1illy-white high school; it's really
herd to get students at a school 1ike this to do anything. The other
thing thet's held us back is the general irresporsibility and un-
willingness to accept organizeticn that hes plagued’ our movement
from the begimning, There's been too much ego~tripping and not
enough sexrious work,

Beverly High had a widely~distributed underground paper two
years ago (1967-68), The Daily Son, as it was called, nas a good
idea, but, in typlcel Beverly Hills fashion, the "literal radicals”
who founded the paper didn®t see it as & weapon of the entlre
movement at Beverly, but.as a toy, & mere forum for radic2l ego=
tripping, Hot only was there no atiempt tc select articals on the
basis of overall political effect, but storse, the soch-oriented
editors never tried to inveive other studeats in uriting the paper,
That would have lowered 1is "intellectual ievel! ZIven though the
paper printed some good artieles (1lkewa: censored versinu of "School
ve, Bducation"--I wasn't allowed to use the word "eapltulist®}, it
never became the focal point of a movementy it never twrole out of
its isolation. As & result, its effectiveness was almost nil, and
it-fell apart, This year it was even resurrected for one lssue by -
some liberals who printed it as a student government-funded “"literary
Journal"!

Last ‘year (1968-69) thexe were many large, spontencous studsnt
demonstrations at our school in rebection to varlous ahuss, For
example, one student lived outsids of Beverly Hills and was only
allewed to go £o0 the school as a favor to his pewents, After veing
the biggest freak on campus for almost three years, he 3 only
"discovered" to live out of district when ha tried to ¢ -anizo an
SIS chapter. He was transferred, end a le -2 demomstra <on was
organized against this hypooritical admini: .ratins atie~* on iho
radicels, Iast ysar's biggest action, houwver, t.ok pl .ue in Fay
vhen the cops came on oaémpus and busted a siudent Iow dv.gs. In
protest, 300 studenis sat-in on the front lawn, anit Tor & fer min-
utes it looked like real action would be taken. BDub thrn the de-
nonstrators were lursd into "negotlations” and the moveient dlgsolveds

In March, 1969, during the first wave ¢ student "vlouoria”

in Eest lao idngelea, a fou radinel ctulorte foow Luvorly, mycaaf
inoluded, vent to tha rally at the L.i. Toard of Mumt svm tn
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demonstrate and.-apgak. dn.Auppost.of-ghe -Chicano students, Tn the
“rrlim of 1969, we"tFied %o organize’ support rally at our school
for the second grest wave of sfudent wallkouts in East L,A,, & rally
that would also vaise our oun demands, For a number of reasons we
vere unable to pull off an action, For one thing, the libterals
Overran our temporary organization end confused it politically,
Also, the more “"moderate"” radicals and the literals nad racist
attitudes toward the Chieano students, Many of the 'ragicals’
also shared the provinecial 'Beverly first' attitude that has ro-
tarded every attempt to organize at this school, And finally,
the temporary organization was controilsd by ’charismatic leaders "'
who were excellent speakers but were entirely lacking in political
conslstency end responsidility,’ So, after more than a week of
neetings, no action cgEme off, The biggest activity on carpus this
year (1969~19720) was the October Moratorium against the way in Viet-
It wvas also the largest and most successful activity that the
radicals have e ' X 2 =—-le-conducted & teach-in
of at least 100 studehts ' efore} and then pulled another 200 students
out of school for a march on- the Beverly Hiils eily hall., Once we :
got there, the liberals from the Wesiside Commitice of Concern
tried to shut us up and toks over our action, and & "1iberal’ member
d of Bducation tried to send us back tc school to atiend
the administration-sponsored *peace relly," We walied out and
continued our teach~in.across the street from e liberais, who irere )

roclting the names .of the way dead, -later most of us went to the
rally at the new Fedsral bullding in Yest L,i.' The overall effect
- of the Moratorfum can be seen from the following figures: out of
2300 Beverly students, . S_QQQ,_grr__:tpyex_r,_glje.-third, wore out of school
that day, : Lt e ¥ : ,

A

. . & ) )
This March, when the students of Roosevelt High School went

out on strike, a support action was quickly organized at Beverly, Tio

hundred students boycetted classes for an hour and we collected about

25 for the Roosevelt bail fund, Hany of the students algo went

off campus hoping to be able to go to Roosevelt and Join the pleket
Unfortunately,. the students whe had organized the rally (they

veren't in Radical Student Union, though they agreed to wrork with

us after the boycott) hadn't called anyone at Roosevelt to find

- out If we could be used, and cr a result most vent back to class,

However, we did win one significant .concession from the administration:

school vas golng +o bBe dismissed early in a few days, and ve were

golng ' to have an assenbly with student speakers from Roosevelt to

tell Beverly students what sas €oing on, But the administration

ruined the assembly by changi ts time af the last minute, and

&8 a result of thﬁ%ﬁmmny of the studente a% Beverly,

only 50 students, only ons~fourth of those who had vallled, shotted up

to hear the Roosevalt speakers, Some good thing came out of the

assembly; we had a good informal rap session on the front laun and

e collected $25 more for the Roosevelt bail fund,




As in much of the.country, there's been a lot of talk about
mcolocy this year at Beverly. The ecology actlion grour genorally
tasn-t done much more than wear geoen syrriands and piant an epricot
tree. There was alse a very stupld ecology esscably epi, Jusi re=
cently an all day teach-in on Ecology Day, Ayrid 22 (clao leria's
hemdredti birthday), Unfortunately, the tpakeis werci'i very good:
Glf sent a service nanager who clesimed smog was on the w2y out tnd
couldn 't snstter most of our questions, Asbroneut Scott Carpealar
wouldn't talk abous the F-310 escandnl (and +his wes suprozed %o Lo
Beolowy Day 1), etc, Tha day was so lame tlat mony siu'cats

couldn 't reinte to 1t seriously if they tried. Do much for secclogy,

Now wte ore tuly organizing e chopter of the Radlesl 3tudent Unicn
of los Angeles, High Scleol SIS never really got off the grocnd
on our campus; RSU has. More action at Beverly, organized by a
broad-based student group that is party of a eity-wide organization,
can be expected soon. ‘ L .




BEVERLY HILIS HIGH, ALy 0 BLACK VIEE

Beverly Hills High School is a dull school, There's never
anything to do--no sports, nothing, At least af Bblaek schools
like Carver Junior High there are things to do, This placeo is
like a private school full of a bunch of 1ittle i
Seen anything and don't know what's going on. I think my parants

sent me here to keep me dumb,

Most cf the thirty or so black studarts who're bugsed
here came from middle class schools like Lmerson Junior High,
iy aren't students From Hatis allowed to g0 here? The adnin-
- Istration is probably afratd theyd burn the school up.
Vice Prineirel never listens to the students and ry parents are
always telling me, "Be & nice boy, don't taik tack,"

The black security guard hers is harder on the ey blacks
than on the whites, probably 3o he can't be accused of favoritisy
by ‘the majority. I think he's a "Tom® o an "Oreo" (black on
the outside but white on the inside,)

A lot of teachers dou't treat us 1ike white stiudents., “Some

alyays try to.be nicer to us but others obviously disliks us,

You should see the way they look when they no*ice me reading
black literature, One of the library assistants is aliays toming
over to us and agking, "Can I help you, boys? Do you wrant a paper,
- bays?" We've even been asked to "please move, boys" because e
vere blocking a noneexistent door, UWhen will we be treated as -

"students*?




DOMINGUEZ HIGH

Manuel Dominguez High School isin Compton, Celifornia, But
since my first yesr of attending Dominguez, I feel it would bs bettor
located in Wezi, Germany, My first encounter with the school ad-
ministrators came about when I tried to lwing about a change in the
rresent dress code.

Iast January I and two other girls were suspended for vearing .
pants in 50° weather. 3Before we vere sent home, the zirls' vice
Prineipal called us into her office to give us a2 lecture nn howr we
nust cooperate with the system even-if we diszagree with 1%, I asked
her how we could go about changing the dress ccde,.and she said we
could come in the following Mondey moriaing before school and discuss
it with her, - :

The firal outcome of that meeiing was thet we would have to
walt thrae weeks until new second semester. officers were elected,
. Thls was because at our school you're only allowed to bring ona issue
up &t a time per semester. (How can this be & democratic school
if after you have buyought an isane up once, you must wait months
until it's heard of again,) ;

February 17, wo-finally met with the handpicked group, the
highest student body officers. Surprisingly, everyone there agreed
to the abolishment of our dress code, So the next atep was to take
our propesition to owr priucipal. Tho Student Body President, Cherly
Bradshaw, the girls' Vice Prineipal, and I were to meot with the
Prineipal and the district supervisor 9 discuss owr feeling on the
Dress Code,

' Bveryday, for the next month Cherly and I hasselled the admin~
istration for the meeting, and finally, a month later we got it,
First off, the principal told us we couldn"t abolish the Dress Code
because "I don't want the students to get too much eontrol,” :

Next he said the only change he'd even consider was allowing
the girls to wear pants, This meeting was so strange to me, All o
my life I've been told the wonders of owr Demoecracy, and at this
meeting it was a dictatowship, The school administrators were con-
trolling the siudenis whom they were supposed to help, gnile, and seivs,

At the end of the meeting, we were told the plans that this
triunvirate hed already mades f£irst off, it really wasan' up to
the students what they wore to school, but actually it was up to
the teachsrs, At a tsachar's meeting the next day he announced
that there would be a meating to discuss allowing the girls to weap
pants, Naturally, the only teachens to show up were those nppoeed
to any change in the systen, :
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Any hope for changing the Dress Code legally has been snelved
until the next school year. But already I'm getting the students
~nrgttar 92 4 and have a protest ovar this dlscrinination. Thers
is so much wrong with Deminguez, and the Dress Cede is just cne of
the many changes that need to te made. T am so disillusioned in
our present school system, I wonder when more students will becon?

rore zyere of all tho BS handed out to them,

I'm not really worried about this educatioral system 2s it now

stards, because a revolution is coming, And when it does, the

mresent system will £all, and then we'li be free.




CRENSHAW HIGH SCHOOL

This pest semester we were going to have 2 junior prom at
Crenshaw High end the girls?! vice rincipal ecame and told us that
e couldn't have one. Her reason was that our peronts would be
svending so much money foxr us when we got to be seniors, that
they wouldn't want to pay for a2 junior Trom too,

. After she told us that, we hold a rally at lunech and about 200
students went and sat in the girls? Vet 's office (the principal
of the schoel always locks his door so we can' go there), after we
crowded in, the v,p. told us she syould Jjust sreak to a few students,
Thrae girls went in and spoke to her. Cne of the girls was gua-
rended from school after the meeting,

B0 tho next day ve held = rally atout the suspsusion wit
more students coming out. We arowdei into the boys' gym. Almost the
whole school was there, The relly waz pun by scme students in the
eleventh grade couneil, )

We s21d we weren't going to leave until the girls® v,.p. cane
down and spoke with us and gave us what ye vanteds All we askod
for wag ‘the Junlor Prom and to got the girl back who was suspaaded,
The girls' v,p. came down and told us we had the smrong infommation,
the girl was not xeally suspended., Then she +old us e ttould have
2 Yote on the junier prom, le voled to have the piom.

But nobody bought the bids tc have the prom,  So it weally
vasn't the prom 8t all, Tt was the idea that the school was saying
to us, "Ch, you are too poor, so we don't think you should be able
to have it," ‘ . .

Thay were helping us to spend owr money. You kneit, directing
how we were supposed to spend it, That was thelr whole attitude,
liobody really wanted +o go to the mroms They Just weat ko bLave tha -
right to go, to decide themselves,




SCHOCL VS, EDUCATION

The saying, "I don't let school interfere with my education,”
is really no paradox, School as it exists is the sxact opposite
of sducation,

School is essentially an industrial training system, a come
ponent pari of the capitalist system which strives to rerpetuate
the existing social, racial, and sexusl division of Jabor by means
of tracking and other methods, Besides trying to turn out obedie
ent workers, it also attempts to produce docile citimens and terroy-
stricken conformists, and to reproduce this society's values—- )
greed and love of consupption, .

It is a passive, hammer-forced Process, in which the student
is compelled to digest the information and values that will allow
him to carry out his particular social function efflciantly and
accept the existing society. In the black, Chicano, Criental and
Indian communities, school alsc means that the individual must be
alienated from his own culture and forced +o mimic the white civili-
zation thet oppresses him, . :

Education, on the othex hend, is an active, questioning pro-
cess in .wvhich the individual develops his ideas about himsolf,
about 1life in general, and about. his society in partioular. Accu~
. mulation of informetion is entirely subordinate to the development

of knowledge and understanding, t .

’ School, therefore, is a very safe thing; education is danger-
.ous and highly subversive to the existing soclety, for it leads
beycnd aceumulation of knonledge and "pure thought," It compels
actiony it is the unity of theory and practice,

It includes what Marx ealled "practical~critical® activity:
coming to your conglusions about society and then acting on then,
The very thought of a generation of student activists that ones
chilled the defenders of this . crazy society has become =z reality,

Three key, intertwining elements of school are diseipline,

remcylcation, and grades, Diseipline, externelly imposed, is the
. key to obedience; theetoere, the student must be diseiplined,

The student lives in an unfree world, and he must bo forced to
accopt it. He must become so use to being ordered about that the
very idea of independence seems contrary to "human nature." Youthe
ful idealism, & feature of humen nature held in great disdain by
all apologists, just be eithey totally suppressed, or so perverted
thet it can be made to fit into the framevork of this- soclety, liean-
ingless requirements and meaningless assignmeats are ineidental;
they teach obedience in genexal rather than obedigace to anything
in partieular, erceph porhops to the tgacher. the nymbol of Lothority,




Memorization s toth a form of discipline and an indepondent
egory in that the student acquirves the information that will
ot ne e ooy Ep plomic soeial fanetlon, This is where
L RiLg cOMes in, pabilecing the iudividual in order to forue
him into the mold that American imperiallsm has chosen for him,
Memorization teaches acceptance, for the material assigned 3s to
e mencrized uwithout guestion, Matorial is mesorized for a test,
and most of it is quickly forgotien, Memorization is not only &
bore, but an inefficient waste, But it 1s the only way that stu-
dents can be fed a least part of what this soclety wanis then Lfods

their own interests are almost entirely ignored.

cat

Grades sre the byword of school, the ultimate weapon to keen
dissenters in lins, to keep the stufents on the tre:dmill and to
buy off those more adept at memorization and acceptsnce. Grades
are an external, impersonal gtandard arbitrarily anplied to indi-
viduals with different capacities and interesis. Gralegs are an
intrcduction to the society as a wtholes +they correswond to school-
as the money sezle corresponds to capiteism as a vwhole,

Tucation, therefors, must be pursued largely independently
of school, in opposition to the administration and the ruling
class, However, realizing what schocol is-and fighting agelinst it
provide some understanding of what American capitclism 1s really
like at an early age. This is truer than ever today, wthen largo
segnents of American students are moving against the sysien.

Obviously, an atiack on the school system is not enouzh: 1t
acquires its full meaning only within the context. of an attack on
the ‘entire society, Only in the destruction of capitallsm and the
construction of a truly new, soclalisth society can the comtradiction
between school and education be resolved. : '




THE_ROLE CF THE TEACHER .

If the student is a convict, then swrely the role of the
teacher in capitalist soclety is that of a brain policemen., The
teacher, while technieslly transmitting to the student knowledge
necessary to his education, in reality merely programs him with
the schizeid values of the decaying capitalist soclety, while
iraining him for his role in that soclety, As almost everyoue
admits, this mrogramming is done in a sterile and aliepating way
that makes true education almost impossible,

Whether the teachar wants to or not, he is forced by the sys-
tem to take this role ofan JAntellectual policeman, " Pressured by
viclous and incompetent administrators from above and by resent-
ful students from below, he eastly turns to emotional sadism
based upon his sma2ll morsels of superioxr Imonledgq.

" This rule, however, is modified along race and clars lines
depending upon the community in which the studentteaciier rela-
tionship takes place, -

CIn upper rﬁidd]g?class white schaols; the taucher drills the

Student in the intellectual and managerial skills he needs to tale
his place in the elite, At the same time, students ayve taught the
ethic of cut~throzt competition, and to look down on -lower clsss

kias, ‘

In schools in vorking class comrunities, students are fitted
for jobs in low level administration and 4 production, while being
constantly supplied with a hate object by racist teachers end text-
books, ' : .

This racist element is used on black schools, where the teach-
er is most actively despised, to deprive the black child of his
heritage, while only giving him & chance to enter the most menial
and unimportant jobs, ’ :

The btrain poliece are underpaid by the:oppressor and reoviled
by those they oprrezs, Henece it is no surprise that there have
been teachers on strike recently, This new teacher militancy has
positive aspects as sell ag a simple motive of asking botter pay
for oppression, Striking teachers have come out for progressive

goals in classroom education eand in oppostition to stultifynig bureau-

cratic control,

The experierce of the strike hes been instrumental in breaking
doun the illusinng of "professionalian” that terchorn tave hag.of
t‘n&mnol'm, and Lsa made them mora omensbla tao organizetion ng meme=
bore of tho "new vworking alasn,” Unlilka volicomen, tle Indivineagg
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teacher is usuvally a tasically decent person, not a confirmed
racist, and so can be rezched hoth on the level of hls own libsera.
tion from the oppression ang insecurity of being a cop in the
capitalist systenm,

Strikes can break down certain baryiers saparating the brain
Folice from the average worker, and strikes dealing with improved
education, while itheir goals are usvally reformist, can serve to
radicalize teachers in their work und 1its pUrposes,

However, there is another agpect of the new teacher militancy
that 13 obvmsly negative, This considers teachers' sirikes, such
28 ons in New York, concerned with black control of ghetto schools
and the veiled racism of the "disruptive child" issue, The #ili-
ingness of teachers to take unfair and shortsighted stands on these
things shous that their new milltancy, like that of the police
can become, rather than a device to change the oppressive systenm
in vhich they operate, a justificaiion for thelr DPresent role
wlthin that system, . . :

The issue of black control of black schools is the watetshed,
If teachers can see why such control is necessary even at the cost
of a faw racist or incompetent teachexs ' jobs, thon their movemént,
vith the added impetus lent by struggle, can heip to change their

role, If not, they connet hope but retreat iniv their previous
status in capitalist soclety, and & teacher strike, like & cop strika,
will beecome just another ayuabble among our enemies, in which the
petiy oprressors, will kopefully stay off their Jjobs as long as
possible,




SUSPENSION

At many high schools it is close to impossible to do
the entire trip without belng suspended or "sent home" at least
once, The vast majority of these schools are in working clasa
and poverty sreas, Schools in these areas are attended for the
following reasons (in onder or importance) s 1) the student has to
stay in school, 2) to got 2 decent job, 3) for something to do
during the day, 4) to get out of the house, or 5) to get into
college. In high schools like these only the last group of
students have a good chance of essaping suspension. 1 belong
to the first and second arours,

I attended a wor’ing class/poverty arec school for five
months, In four short months I was suspended tuice, wofficially
suspended tuice, and “sent home" without suspension twice.-

Ny record has (besides the above) two suspensions fox smoking,
even though 1t is common Inovledge I don't smoke, and, atout
seven dress code viclations ( I actually have four),

The. first suspension was an assembly line job, About one
hundred and fifty girls vere suspended for viclatlon of dress
code and disriupting the educational procass, This was during
an anti-dress code demonatration,

Suspensions are a weapon to silence dissent and to stop
disobedience, The system of suspensions and expulsions )
exist for, amd are used for, no other reason, The procedures
are completely without even the hipocrisy of a hearing,

The majority of suspensions happen like so:. Step I - The
student arrives in the office, Step I - Host of the tinme
* the student waits anywhere from fifteen to sinty minutes,
Cecasionally he wailts longe», in rare cases he's taken care of
Sooner. Step ITT - He's, told he's Suspended, and for how long,
If they mow the charge he's usually told it. Vaybe they lecture
him sbit, Step IV - Eis parents aye called, Step V - ke goes
home, ‘

‘Recently adminlstrators have cut all this out and now
they =imply call the studeunt at home and tell him he's suspended,

“At no point, in either rocedure, is the student alloved the
tacle human right to defend himself, or to dany tha charges, on
the right to & fair trial, The presiding dletator doesn't even
!Ave to tell the student why he's suspended, Tho wRy sunpensions
Ere sarrled on enables the diatatorship of any tehosl to cuspend
"wuderdraties” on the most trivial excuses, or for ro exoume at
alle It tums offine lines into nuapension 1linds thet sreo Ldonkinn]
to assembly lines, Yeny other achiviats and T have rotursod,

from eoannan Lo Menuver thak, o wara 't renllly thele, we. haqg
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been suspended.

After three suspensions (most schools wait until five)
a student can be automatically “transferred" from the district,
If he's suspended from the other school He can be automatically
expalled from all city schools, He gets a hearing that turns into
a recital of his supensions eic,, before he's exnslled, once more
denying him the basic humay rights of due process,

The suspension/expulsion procedureé are one more example
of the factory ("+ssend the students are the raw material,." iiario
Savio) process tha government substitutes for education.




HIGH SCHOCL STLDENTS® ACTTVITY DURING TE.CHEPS'STRIKE

Taft High

When I arrived =t Taft High School Monday morning, the first
day of the teachers' strike I found students milling around in the
senior quad, Sinee only 27 of the school's 127 faculty members
shoited up for work, most of the students had no classes to go to,
The principal had just broadcast over the public address system
that all students whose teachers were not present were to report
to the senior quad or the cafeteria or the library. There ensusd
an exodus from the eampus, OStudents, at least some of then, irere
not about 4o be babysat when the rare chance to wazlk out of school
yresented itself. :

The next day it wes apparent thal the student population

- had diminished substantially. I would gucss that those studeuts
vho stayed away did not.have any scab teachers, and that most of
ther were not seniors, The latter knew that a certain amount of
credits is given for each class, and they weren‘t about to handicep
their chances of graduating by being absent. Whatever else went
on that second day it was cleer that Taft was no longer functioning:
as normal, ’

‘ By the third day, those students still attending school lecame
2 1little disgusted at their prevailing situation, Some werg in
support of the UTTA demands and wanted to show: their support Ly
closing dowm the school. About 300 students staged a "mill-in" in
the administration building. The term "mill~in® means simply that
the students chose a rather peculiar place to stand and do their -
socializing-~right in the center of administrative sctiviiy. They
were asked to leave, and, having nede their point sufficlently,
decided to comply. "

The third day's demonstration had shown stuvdent strength, but
sone activists wanted to do something more effective, The goal, aftcr
all, vas to shut the school dosm, Half the students were gone, but
there remained the task of persuading the rest to stay out and
Join the student plcket line,

léaflets were run off explaining why students should support
the teachers' strike. The leaders of the movement, wearing T-shixts
with the words “Teach Me® printed on them, managed to convince
about fifty fellow students to Jjoin the picket line,

University High

At Uni there was a rally of student supporters in the morning
of Tuesday, April 14, at whieh the more radicsl students declded
to enter the school and get more students to come out, We didn't
fet in and two students were susnendoed,
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Then everyone marched to Wilshire Bivd, for publicity, and
then we all want to class, or ai least said we siould, in oxder
to get into the school., As soon as we were in school a big crowd
of us occupled three bungalows, hoping to close the school, In
the end we were talled into leaving by Juhnke, an admlnistrator,
who zeid he agreed with us inprinieiple but wouldn't close the
school tecause he'd lase his job if he did. We were shafted.

Hedneaday there was 2 lot of confusion ending in a nice hig
sit~in in the administration building which lasted for two hours.
We vere tzllked inte leaving after much chanting when a water line
brole, Shafted again.

Thursdey there was another sit-in, sinzing, and facilons. The
more moderate student leaders told the sit~in to disperse after
talking to tne principel who said he coulin't do anything about
closing the school, The mederates left, The more redical students

stayed until the administrators staried-taling down their nAmes,
and they, too, split, :

Hamilton High

: By the second day of the strike a student mrotest was underzy.
Students were restless, and tired of being "bauysat" by scabs and
administrators, Chanting such slogans as "On stgile: shut it down"’
and * Goed schools are ne schools,” the stvdents marched through
every floor of the la.'bora-tory and administration buildings,

Upon reaching our destination, the main floor of the adminis-
tration building (around the marble statue orf‘ Alex '{am:\.ltou). 16
less than 1000 studeuts Ba.t in. : . .

F‘o:r' tiro -hours you could ouly hear chents and cries of dissent
from the students, along with-tho octasional calling for Hr, Schwarty
to close the school, Even though the stulents were given the option
of staying in school oxr going home, most of them stayed, There
were a few reports of arson, but on the whole the students 3ta.yad
pretiy cool and no violence occurred,

Around 11:30 that morning, principal Seiweartz declared Hamllicn
High officlelly elosed, Iater on it was found that the team of
Schwartz and Kelley (acting superintendent) declered Tuesday & minirun
day ending around 12:00, Therefore Hami would have beon closed &t
that timo anyway, Still, it was = victory for the students and terchous,

Yon Neys
At Van Nuys High School, students joined the teachers to close

the sehool doviz, Chirancs, low-ridens, middle olrss whites, athittcm:,
and normally apathetlo students oczme togethor,
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On Tuesday the students were ready to fight, and by mid-
morning & spontaneous gtuiant mexch occupled the administration
building. The march proved two things: i) the studeats wcxe

" togather; 2) more oxganization and preparation was needed, So
appreximately 300 of us had & slt-in and & boyeott of classes,
(Tt was at this time that I yas suspended, I was later expelled,
and still later transferred,) After threats from the adminis-
tration and plainclothes policeren, the rally disporsed with
plans to come back the next day. '

on Vednesday, approximately 1000 students walled out of
school. The school was closed for the day, .

On Thursdsy, our sirategy was to toycott classes and have
students go home, Cur plam worked well, for only 500 students out

of 3800 were in school.

The latest move among students nowr i3 to toycott classes and
have student strikers and student picket lines, although we
can't totelly support the teachers, 1£ the strile succedds,
it will maks it possible for real education to begin,. United we
w11l win, ' '




