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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

4 dperstmn v s e oo the freedom movement, We
Mo s fedun 1 T bttty o onr ():Jilfuiiioll as womaen,
gl fecestly Dot T geonie e el G tivelun vurselves
tor gl taal opppession, Yoo eail o g sit hack ahd wait patient
Iy for Tihe omealution C e Iress ue, oo sy thot @ teuly human society
will aewer come abaut didees s Do 1o fght tor our [reedom now.
Only i Oghitang [on our ot Pecee, s Fasildling and developing our
rruvemutl, in Workmg out sar e ooy, can we insure that reves
Turinn, when it comes, il hroa ratai rransformation of all humiasn
peliiiong — awill Bring fresdom Tog evet wimkm, man, anstl whiled,

in the fallowing pages, sense oF G ooy Viies of Women's Lib-
drartomt sgertk dr thamssters ol to cach ater, 1L is a8 a contribution
loward Belgang 1 wark out o theory that News & Letters has under- .
token o publisly this budistin wied sobieiied contributions from mem-
Bers and non-members abbe, Vrkatg ot theory is a long, difficult,
and serions task, And listening o U, now voices ol revolt is a first
siep, :

Wonumn's Liberation is wo faay that, for many of us, this repres
sents our [irst altempt 1o it down - and think out — our ideas
about it. No ene voice can wpeak for the growing movement, We hope
that thess “Nates” dre ane Begdning o 4 continaing dialogue amang
women, . )
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AN ANALYSIS FROM THE INSIDE

Mary Ann Murphy
Women's Liberation, Detroit

The Women’s Liberation Movemensi has bacoma a growing force in
the last few years, |ts emergence has been consistently greeted with per-
plexity, contempt, or ridicule by the Left os well as by the general pub-
lic. Yet its underlying sericusness has been recognized. There is an tne
creasing tendency for radical groups 1o try to “come to terms” with
Women's Liberation, There is the nagging suspicion thar the new femi-
nism has a point. The logical conclusion of the movement to fiberate
the poor, the dark, the workers, and the students would seem to be that
women, 100, should he free, This realization makes the women in these
groups tend to resent their status, which is usuaily infecior 1o that of the
men, and app!y pressure to the orgamizations, often throwgh their own
Caucus groups. '

The reaction of male members, of course, differs. While many radi-
cat men are positively affected by the viewpoints of Women's Liberation,
{1 is obwious that others are becoming defensive, Thay may Ury to reas-
sure their female counterparts that their legitimate complaints are being
taken care of; that, in any case, the concerns of women aré secondary -
'to more important considerations; and that, {inally, women's problems
will all be solved “after the Revolution.” Thoy fear the loss of willing
heipers, ego-boosters, and bed partners if Wemen’s Liberation has too
much efect on “‘thelr” women, A tease relationship is often apparent
‘between Women's Liberation and women members of the Left, 100, For
while the women may be sensitive to cerlain issues — and are becoming
more so - most tend to share the opinion that a separate women's move-
ment is unimportant and “counterrevolutionary.”

Every woman who does decide to devote her time to women's issues
must shake off as best she can a male identity that makes her view wo-
men — and consequently herself — very much the way men do. Even
though women corapose more than half the American popiilation, it is
considered almast immora!, or at best frivolous, for them to use their
energies exclusively to solve their own problems — although there is no
corresponding odium attached to bluck people who concentrate on ra-
cial issues, Beneath the label “"counterrevolutionary,” then, wa find the
age-old inability to take women seriously, even on the part of people who
feel committed to the principlos of freedom and equality,

1 have spent so much time describing the ralationship batween the
Left and Women's Liberation because this movemant, 10 a large degree,
is & product of the radical milieu of the sixties, 1t was Inevitable that many
of the women who were working against the oppressive economic and
racial system of this country would eventually become aware of the all-
pervasive and universal oppression based onsex. Many of these women
in the last few years have falt 50 strongly about this Issue that thay have
1eft the traditionally male-oriented gioups of the Laft and joined and
helpad create the Women's Liberation Movement, But while the rela-
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tionship of Women's Liberation to the general arousal of youth in the
last decade cannot be ignored, other antecedents must also be empha-
sized,

The connections with the feminist movement are obvious, After the

"initial push Lo gain the vote succeeded, this movement seemed to spulter
out, There ware even strong tendencies toward backsliding as Betty
Friedsn pointed out in The Feminine Mystique. However, particolarly
after the publication of (his hook, there was a renewed interest in the
plight of women, With the growth of Miss Friedan's National Organiza.
tion of Women (which is oriented batically toward middle-class, profes-

" sional women) end the develcpment of the radical vhmen's Liberation
Mavement, the forty-year dorrnancy period of feminism was at an end.
The movement is rapidly becoming strongar than ever, .

But the emeryenca of Women’s Liberation must not be strictly tied to
events as recent as feminism or the politicul upheaval of the 1960%, Sure-

“ly it is a unique product of this particuter time, but the roots of the move-
ment are in the universat and age-old longing of women to ba free. Every
culture in every ume has felt the thunder of individual women who broke

_ the bonds that held thern, Ancient societies as patriarchal as Egypt and
China oceasionally quaked under the command of strong women rulers,
There ara few male warriors in history to equal, let alone surpass, Boadicea
or Joan of Arc; there are fews poets to compare with Sappho, But, unfor-
tunately individual women who managed to overcome the sexual bar-
riers never sericusly challenged the validity of these barriers, Realizing
thelr isolated status, many, in fect, 1anded 1o vehemently accept and de-
fend the male value system, and so their achievements were rarely accom-
panied by a general awakening of their sex. But the fact that there have
always been women who overcame the enormous obstacles created by
male domination siiows tha drive and ability that lles beneath tho “'pas-
sive” surface of womankind,

Nor has group effort by women been unknown until modern 1imes,
Ancient Rome had an active feminist movement which, like cur own,
lost its influence after initial legal reforms were made, Unlike our own,
unfortunately, it had no rebirth, But aside from spectacular individual
or group efforts, the desire for frecdom is reflected even in the age-old
resentment women have felt for their male "protectors,” Qpportunities
for partially vxpressing this resentment are almost institutionalized,
There is as much hostility towards men — perhaps more — at a suburban
kaffeeklatsch as at a Women's Liberation meating, But the opportunitizs
to react to and overcome this resentment s a group, and thereby affect
lasting chanpes, are lecking at informal gatherings of women,

It is group action that hos enzbled women to enact many alterations
in their status, As they become batter organized, more meaningful
changes will be possible, However, the nature of the organization of Wa.
men's Liberation is puzzling to many people, 1t has no central headquar-
ters, no officers, no officiol pronouncements. The small, independent
group is Its basic unit, The movemant consists of a large natwork of these
groups that have sprung up all ever tha country, The small group is par-
ticularly important in the diffleult period when a woman first becomas
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aware of the complicated problem and process of sexual exploitation,
She usuaily needs a comfortable, sympathetic environment, oriented to
the solution of these problems, before she can suceessfully come to terms
with them, The smgil group will retain its importance as long as women
must live in an outsicle world that is — at least to some degree — hostile
to their needs, The small aroup also serves as an intimate, often exciting
soundingboard for new ideas and experiences, It encourages participation
of aven those members most conditioned 1o passivity

Wbmen's Liberation hopes that each group will maintain its hasic inde-
pendence to insure the vilality of the movement and because we feel that
teleration of differing goals and methods is a value that should be encour-
aged both in political movements and in the new society we envision, We
hope to avoid the rigidity and the consequent splintering that has charac-
terized the Left, : )

However, women are not satisfied with merely discussing their prob-
lems and creating o secure refuge from the world, Wik are confronted
‘with & vast asseriment of problems fexamples :the need 10 eliminate abor-
tion laws; to end employment and rducational discrimination; to set up
day care centers; to get rid of the dehumanizing attitudas toward women
reflected in the mass media, advertising, and “beauty” cantests; to end
the legalized slavery that exists in the instituiion of marriage and eventu.
ally affzet fundamenial changes in the family structure}, As the maove.
ment grows and we become more aware of our own strength, the need ,
for communication and ¢cooperation between groups becomes obvious
it we are 10 effectively usa our powzr to change these things, Conse-
quently, there is » movement to provide more coordination of effort,’
not just between various Warmen's Libaration groups bul also between
these and other groups or Individual women who have a stake in these
various struggles. We hare in Detroit recontly formed such a coalition,
opening it 1o any women who wish to oppose male supremacy in any
pariicular areas, regardtess of whether they accept the broader phitosophy
of Women's Liberation. . -

We don’t want to force our convictions on any women, but expect that
wae can unite In the areas in which we already agree, We hope that as our
maovement grows and as the group consciousness of women in general
develops, we will eventually become that rarest of political forces — a mass
movement, .

The {argest problam of Women's Liberation is convincing women that
the fight eqainst their oppression s a valid, in fact a necessary, endeavor,
On the basis of thear numbers, Women's Liberation has patentially the
greatest effect of any political movement, For in spite of economic,
racial, or national differances, women share a common oppression, Ve
want to reach all kinds of womaen, emphasizing the ancient unity of our
sox. Butaside from this fact, there is an aver-growing awareness within
Wbmen’s Liberation that by attacking the oppressiva nature of the male-
fernale relationship, we are penatrating to the roots of all opprossion,
Vihen the most obwious physical difference between human bujngs
that which distinguished women from men — is suftused with the siron.
gest feelings of fear, hostility, and axploitation, what hope can there be
for rutationships involving other dissimilar humans? "Man's" inhumanity
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to “'man" is ult:mately based en man's inhumanity 1o woman,

Joha Stuart Mill called the traditional 12mily structure based on the
inequality of the sexes a “school of despotism,” thereby expressing the
realization that human society cannot be improved if its most hasic unit
is oppressive. Women's Liberation is the only radical movement that con-
centrates on this relationship and thus, we feel, is the only movement
that ean signilicantiy attect the quality of life for a¥f people.

LTHE N

"WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN ALL YOUR LIFE?"

Rachel Woods
black hospital worker

I was talking with some women about the article in Life magazine
about Wemen's Liberation. Some of the women thought it was absurd -
that women think they are discritminated against in this society, They
said that women hold the upper hand, This may be true in some areas
such as emotionally, but not in power. ) really told them off, They
didn’t feel that women are discriminated against on the job, so | 10Md
them about mmine. ) um a child care attendant in a city hospital, | work
on the midnight shift'with several men, and | do all the work, The men
are aliowed to come and go as they want, but the night supesvisor, who
is @ woman, wears ipe out. | always have to be on the floor. Why should
it be that I'm the one who [s always tagged and who Is always oversu- . -
porvised? The men goot off, go 1o sleap, are off the flaor for hours —
and the supervisar knows it. But | ean only take o break when she is on
the floor. The men, who are supposed to do the same job, can steep
or go out for hours. In addition, | do all the office work, Sometimes
I carry a chart right to one of the men if he handled the patient, but
otherwise | do all'the writing up, It's not that | mind doing the work,
becnuse there isn't that much; but | mind their loafing while [ do what
work there is, : ' :

This is the way it has always been: the female is always caught in
the trap. Relationships are the same way. Work like cleaning up after
dinner, seeing the tables are set, the women always do, When we work,
in the dining hall, the men on my Job say that's women's work, yet
we are all getting the same pay for the same job, One day | complained
because the wamen did all the work. ! was tired of washing dishes af-
ter dinner while the men went sway,

The women | was arguing with about Women's Liberation were mid-
dle class. | said, “Where have you been all your lifa? You sure don't
get around much. Thers are lots of women in the suburbs who are
doing things now, who are in the Movement — their eyes aren’t blind
like yours.”

The City has been cutting the budget, In the Health Department
there has already been a big cut buck, with no publicity at all sbout
it. In two weels time we hava had ten people transferred from the
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special hospital where | work to the general hospital. Plus there are
people being laid oft — civil service employees. 1t's mostly alfecting the
registered nurses and the licensed oractical nuzses, which is very unusual,
One whole psych floor in my hospitat has been closed. We had two
women nurses on our floor who were ordered to transler to the gener-
al hospital emergency room — quite a switchl The women took a
demotion in rank, from licensed practical nuree to child care attendant,
so they wouldn't have to go, There's about an ¢ight hundred dolter
ditference in satary 100,

The cut back is mastiy affecting women. Peopie are very upset —
this is their means of living, and ali of a sudden, boom. Especially
affected are black women nurses, who tnok civil service jobs for the
security and are heing laid off, They are also starting to make people
change shifts all the time. The reason given is 5o they will know what's
going on all the time, but it's silly, The people had learned how to do
one joby well, and many hed otber part-time jobs for some extra maneay.
Now their schedulcs are constantly changing,'so they can’t hold ano-
ther job, ’

You asked how | inanage 10 go 1o school afi day, work ‘all night,
and take care of my three kids by myseif, That reminds me of the
Women's Liberation meeting and the interaction between the young
woman who said she wasn’t going to have a family and the woman
who had s large family to take care of. To me, they ore two éntirely

" different situations, When you find you do have the family, you have
to go ahead and do it. For one thing, vou need time to go through |
all the red tape to seek any type of assistance. | feel, why go through
all of this, and come under the brand of mothers who receive a “dole”,
when | don’t have 19, Most ADC mothers don’t get enough 1o live on
anyway. | don't mind paying taxes for ADC, so women can stay home
and take care of their children, But when you have a job, it gives you
an outlet 5o you can keep ahreast of what's happening out there, I'm
out there with people, and | think that’s vitally important to me, |
have a sister wha raised eight children on ADC, and she only kept her
equilibrium because she is an outgoing person 10o; she was active in
the church and the PTA and other organizations. She didn’t just sit
at home with the kids, which you can do when someone is giving you
money to take care of them, [t can easily become your whole life,
and | don't feel that's all of lifs,

i don't feel ! can be the bast mother to these kids unless | know
what's happening in the world, and | feel they benefit from it. And
it's surprising too, how much more responsibility the kids have taken on
since I've had this schedule, That's a good thing to learn in our socie-
ty, which doesn’t provide for cvarybody. The soclety needs to be re-
vised; it shouldn't brand welfare mothers like that, but | don’t want
to be in that category right now, 1 feel | ¢an do much more for my-
salf and for the children by working. It's difficult to keep up my
schedule, but because you have responsibility, it enables you to do
more things, ! pace myself ~ outwardly | may look like I'm runping
around helter-skelter, but inside I'm calm.
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When you have chilkhen, you can't keep yourself bouled in, Yuu
have 1o toke eare of the children, bul you have to have outlets for
yourself toc, I's a little setfish also; 1"'m not doing this just 1o get
work or yo to school, but | feel | have to get on a better {inancial ba-
sis. 1f the kids are gning 1o go &0 college, if we're even going to gel
along, with inflation, 1 have 1o do this kind of fighting. And it kind
of satisfics me, 1o have interaction with children besides my own, and
my work in the chureh, etec. Also, it helps to know that there ure o-
thers yoing through the same thing you are. | talk about it with the
women in class who also have kids,

I'm divoreed, and it's hard 1o be alone, but | have enough (o do
without taking on any more projects, And men are projects. !don’t
want one just hanging around. And 1don’t even know myself when
1l be home half the time,

8ut 1'm not biter about the life | have s a woman, One thing |
noticed n the Lite article was a nole of bitternass,, | know 1nat's cam-
mon for people who are fighting for their rights, but | guess I'ma
partin Luther King. 1 don't feel that way. - OK, men huve done this

" to us, but i's not geing ta help us got out of the situation by brooding
on what has happened in the past, We have 1o direct our energigs to-
ward what we are going to do, what steps we are goiny 1o ke, and
not by being bitter and hating men, That's wasting energy,

1 think a1l women are aware of their oppression, but not all are active
in Women's Liberation now, They are so busy with other fights around
the joby and ravial discrimination, and they feel these are more important
to do first. Burieslly they shouid all qo along together, lyecause they are
alt in the same vein, § am lighting for someone who is a woman as well
as blank; 1o me it is the sami fight, Ta me the idea is clear : liberation,
complete, whether it’s a queshion of male and female or race, But l don't
[eel at this point there are enough women who are aware enough ol their
opIession 1o want 1o take any steps, | won't say they are not aware, be-
cause | think all women know 1o some dlegiee what the society has tone
as well as what men have done ‘o them — really the society, with men as
the instruments, 1t's & mattar of having so many things to Jdo in keeping
my lamily going, training my children, rying to get a wetter job and ad-
vance myseH, the Movement, Lrying (o gel better jobs for everyone, that
Vomen's Liberation seems like kind of a selfish area 1o work in, Itap- .
peats seHish because it briogs it back directly to you, aven if it is for all
women, There is so much to be done tor others in the revolutionary
movement that is waking place. ’

| think women are awere of the problem, but nothing to this paint has
excited them or incited them enough to want to lake part, gxcept for
the young, who have mare time and will do more in this direction as the
youny are toing in all ditections, [V may 1aku a lot mare happening in
1he revelutionary movement bulote Women's Liberation 1akes hold, so
that it's not a point ol rigdicule. As more women {ind out that somg wo:
men are yoing to bat tor them, it's like a contagion; they will join forces,
and gt least give Tip service to what is yoing on, where as before they would
haee remaineyd silent.
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THE HIGH SCHOOL MiLL
Bernice M,
high school senior

| am a senior at a high school in the 3an Fernando Valley of Las
Angeles, This is an all white, upper middle class arca. 1 am writing
strictly about my experiences at this school, as a radical, and as a wo-
man,

| am a woman secking a college career. To prepare myself for this
qoal, | must take certain cullege-prep classes such as biology, chemistry
and trigonometry, Ir these three subjects 've had male teachers, fn
these classes, other female students as well as myself have been treated
in much the same way, The attitude of most male teachers is that fo-
male students are takirg up desk space, In these teachers’ minds is the
archaic idea titat all giris are in the college-prep classes to find suitable
husbands and nothing else. " To ilfustrate this ! will give an example
which occurred in a chemistry clius, A boy asked a question on some-
thing he didn’t quite understand, and the instructer went into a very
lengthy explanation. When a girl asked a question on some other mat-
ter of equal importance, the teacher replied, "Honey, all you have to
do is look pretty and you've got it made,” He then preceeded 10 go
oh to another matter, ’

-In the history depiartment, teacihers have now become aware that
current political events tnust be discussed in order 1o give a student a
weil-rounded cducation and a basic understanding'of thair yavernment.
It has been my experience that male reachers tend to discriminate
against girls as they limit their number 1o ane or two per tliscussion
compared to twelve to fifteen boys. It is my opinion that these tea-.
chers believe that the woman's place is in the home, making beds, cook-
ing meals, and taking care of the babies, ant! that women should leave
the running of the government to the men, It is this idea and the one
previously mentioned which | feel must be oviercome before there can
he any kind of an effective revolution, .

As for the administeation of the schoal, they seem 1o have some.
what liberalizet avor the years, With a fittle determination and o good
tight, girls can now take the so-called "boys' classes” such as auto shop,
drafting, and graphie arts, whereas before it wasn't even open 1o dis- -
cussion, : . R

However, the most encouraging aspect ol the senior high schools
are their students, They seem to be free thinking individuals in res-
pect to woman's equality,  Girls seem to hold the same number if not -
more elected offices, Hinh sthool Students for a Democratic Society
was run by women, the Radical Student Union [RSW), a group of Los
Angeles high schoo! radicals, had a woman presidemt, and | wis the
chairman of the RSU chapter ot my school. We women were just as
highly respected as men holding equivalent offices,

It seems vo me that most of the Women's Liberation effort should
he directed townrd the reeducation of the adult males who retain 1he
old idea that the woman’s rafe in building a nation is exclusively one
of taking care of the home,
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WOMEN: BLACK AND WHITE, YOUNG AND OLD

Etho! Dunbar
black worker

To have a discusesion on the woman question is something that women

have to do, W: have to start writing about it a tittle at a time, betore we

" can start writing 2 bool. | think more older wemen should begin to help.
They knew mare about life, and understand more about men, maybe,
than some of the younger women do,

Men think they should treat women just like littie ch:ldren and that
we should do no more than they tell us to-do, Men have ruled for so long,
and treated women s0 uniairly, that many women would rather try to
keep on working and raise their familfes by themselves than heave a man
running over them, as if they were not luman beings.

Men have run this world out by organizing it into 2 hate.society, To- .
day that Is why white women can't sit diown to discuss with black women
about women's prohlams, White men have taught them for so fong that -
they are better than black women, that it keeps coming out ail tho time.

1 was at a discussion several waeks aga on the question of women's
rights. | kniow as well as eny other woman that wemen have been segre-”
gated and donied their rights throughout history, and that black wornen
have been doubly oppressed, The black woman is 2 sacond class citizen
in society and a second class human being to the black man aswell, |
think thare has to be 3 lot of free and frank discussion between women -
on this question to try to come up with a sound position,

. At this discusslon, one white woman, an old politico, said she had
just left a caceus in her unlon which had been discussing the problems
of women in the shop, Ths question came up of a white woman fight-
ing for higher pay, because even black men were getting higher wages
than white women. Being a black woman, it made me angry to have
it put that way, becausa it sounded as though white women thought they
should rnake more than black men, Black men do hard, hard work And
there is something wrong with that whole way of thinking,

When we discuss women’s treedom, we have to include everyone’s
freedom who is oppressed In this society. Our rights mean, to me, mors
than a man sharing in the hausawork and other things that are supposed
to be “women's work.” Wh hava to have an undesstanding of everything
that is involved in a woman's life — both black and white, White women
have to make sure that thoy do not et white men mix up their thinking.




THE NEW AND THE NEWER

Molly Jackson
white working studsnt

It seems Imipossible 20 me thist enly twe years ago | had never really
thought about the constant oppression of women as women, | had had
plenty of perconal affronts on the job, but never connected a fraction of
the elements of raele chauvinist society with my experiences, | wasa po-
litical person, “"knowing” how to look for the new forces of revolutionin
our time, but not really understanding why, at its formation in 1955, News
and Letters designated women, along with workers, blacks, and youth,
as a revoluticnary catenory. _

| first thought sarigusly about Women's Liberation about the time the
new movement was starting, when a Puerto Rican friend told me about
the treatment she and other women svere recsiving in some black and
Puerto Rican leftist groups at the time : Women not only limited to cer.
tain non-thinking werk, but formally excluded from many meetings; a
boyfriend teliing her to shut-up in public when she tried to express an
idea; one CORE office at' which, if you callzd up with anything but a
simple factuat question, you were 1old by a woman that she couldn’t an-
swer it, that you should call back "when a man is here,” What was golng
on? It was part of the authoritarian tendencies blossoming in the New
Left, but it was much more — it was the result of the lack of self-concious,
organized voices of women to fight the discrimination against them ,
which so thoroughly saturates the dominant culture that we are aff infec.
ted with.it, ' ‘ : ,

About a year ago, | became involved with the WL group at 1he Uni-
versity of Chicago. |t was during the accupation of the Administration
Building by several groups, including WRAP { Women's Radical Action
Project). In a spring in which there was little new in the student move-
ment, a reflection of the New Left's approaching dead-end, the voice of
WL was very new and very strong during that demonstration. The WRAP
women were an organized, cohesive group, They met reguiarly on their
own, formulated their own actions and ideas, and took part fully in the
mass meetings with the men, For many women, it was the first time they
had chaired a meeting, written a leaflat, or expressed their own Ideas in
front of a large group, Part of the impsatus, of course, came from the
fact that the event which triggered off the sit-in was the firing of Matlene
Dixon, a radical woman professor who was activein WL  But the women
including many who originally entared the building only because thay
liked Mrs. Dixon as a teacher, went beyond the single issue : they wrote
and distributed analyses of male chauvinism in the university and the so-
ciaty, and convincad the larger group to add demands for more women
professors and students, courses on women's history, and free child care
to the rather standardized demands for student control and open admis-
sions, They raised tha issus of WL among everyone on that campus for
the first time. )

The Cotumbia University women had sparked an idea the year before,
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when they swifdenty balked at Leirg on the food committees during that
occupation, and demanded that there Le equal numbers of men and wo-
men an them, Now the University of Chicage women cffectively applied
the cencept that women are equal to men in the realm of ideas, The wo-
men also shoak up the “radical” men on a personal level, In addition to
the women's exanple of self-organization and their full participation in
every aspect of the occupation, from strategy 1o “'sitting security,’ they
also confranted the men with their male chauvinism during the lung pe-
riod of close contact, The following exchange, for exaraple, must today
be standard in such situations ; Man ="Tf you're soliberated, how come
You won't sieep wiih me?” Woman — "That's exactly the kind of think-
ing I'm liberated from!*

Alter the sit-in, large numbers of won:en began to atiend the weekly
WRAP mentings — aften more than 60, Almost every meeting congisted
of several elements, There would be a business part to discuss requests
for speakers arpund the city, demonstrations . Other W.L, zjroups, elc,
Ina “personal™ part we talked, about our daily problems as women, |
was surprised at the strength thig gave many of the women 1o participate
in the other activities, as well as giving them a whale new view of society
when they discovered that iheir problems were common, and thus the
fautt of the society, not af themselves, Often, there was o "political’”
discussion, Again, | was surprised at the sophistication of the women,
Most quickiy stated matter-of:factly thai capitatism Oppresses women
by using them as a reserve of theap labor, that it uses men against them
Lo prevent workers' solidarity, that part of wornen's mistreatment by '
their husbands is an autlet for the husbiands’ anger and fiustration at
their dehumanized johs, Not s0 explicit, hut suraly in our attitudes, was
the idea that women must be & force for liberation that will combine
with other movements to 1ear down the existing society and create.a
totally new one, and must assure by our movemerit that the new gne
will be free of all aspects of male chauvinism,

" Wa were fortunate to have a concrets wornen's struggle that crossed
class and racial linas taking place on our own campus, The idea of a free
child care center provided by the university for its employees and students
wias spreading among the employees. It hecame particularly important
with the lov.paid, unskilled university hospital waorkers, most of wham
are black women, In the early spring these work ers wildcatied against
both the university and their corrupt, do-nathing union, Among their
demands was the child care center, Students helped man the picket .
lines, and after it was over the wildcatters formed o permanent organiza-
tion to try to change the union Iradership and 1o press for the child care
center. Shortly after that, another group of employees — secretaries and
other office workers - formed a third group 10 fight for the center. These
women did important research into the non-availability of child care in
the city and country, the cost and set-up of good child care, etc,, although
they were laler to be scorned by some SDS-WRAP women for lacking
“militaney.” 1 think it was yood that any organi zation 1ook place among
these wemen, who are extremaly isolated from cach other and are

trained to think of themseives as g part of their bossos, not as exploited
emplaoyees,
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The WRAP women tcok the lead in calling open mass meetings, coor.
dinating, organizing, and arranging demonstrations, Some good ideas
for the center, including the demund that it ba controlled by the parenss
wha use it, resulted, The university became scared enough at the thought
of a joint movement by students and employees to send officials to rallias
and set up a committee to “look into the feasibility” of the center, But
the movement fizzled out by the end of the school year. Qne reason was
that WRAP failed to press {or a permanent $teering committee or some
body composed of both employees groups, who should have been leading
the campaign, and who would have kept it up over the summer when the
students were gone, Another — and refater) — reason was that the “most
political” WRAF women abandoned work on the campaign to concen-
trate on the faction fights in D%,

By this time, WRAP had ceased having the “personal” parts of meet-
ings, and many woman had dropped out as a result of that and of what
it reflected about the learlsrship, the “mast political” women. The wo-
men who dropped out said they "werent ready” tu do without the per.
sonal sessions and to "take the step into pelitical work”. What nearly
all of the politicos failed to teli them is that you develop, both “per-
sonally” and “palitically”, through your own actions. This idea had
been implicit earlier in the year, when one experienced and one inex-
perienced woman would always write a leaflet, 9o 1o speak to a new
group, ete,, together, But the vanguardist, authoritarfan lines developing
in SDS caused mony SDS-WRAP women to begin to scorn their “fess
developed” sisters, WRAP shrank raptdly, and the waimen who were
left stucle their heads in a cloud of rhetoric and no longer had time
for what might have been a real movement of workers and students,

{} mighr add that, from what 1 hear about compulsory group “love.
making™ in the Weathermen these days, that some of the ' political”
women neaded thase personal sessions at least as much as the non-
politicos needed help in organizing,)

A couple of illustrations of mistakes made by WRAP Ieadership are
fnteresting to contrast with what thejr “Constituency” was saying. For
example, WRAP called a rally about the child care center and few peo-
ple came, They proceedad with the speeches anyway. One of the wo-
mea in the “'secretaries” group turned to & few of us und said that if
the hospital workers wouldn't come to a lunch-time rally across the
campus, we should go to them, She took her boby out of its carriage
and carrled it, and stuck a megaphone under the blankets, We wheeled -
the carriage right into the middle of the hospital cafeteria (loor. She
took the megaphone out of hiding and gave a whale speech about the
center and a mass meeting at night hefore the ¢ampus cops came and
threw us out, Anather example was the WRAP menting at which many
politicos vwarg saying we couldn't organize the students around the
child care issue hecause they weren't thinking about having children,

A student wha hed never been ta 8 meetinyg before got up and said,
I havin't had any political experienco, but | think you're wrang,
You may not be th,nking shout having children, because you are the
kind of woman who fio8s on 1o gradunte schoo! and a career, or s sp
active In organization, that you don’t want children soon. But most
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of the women in college were sent there 1o gel just enough education
0 they ¢an make a little conversation with the professional husbands
they will hava, After these four years we may be stuck in the house
for the next twenty, We are very interested in good, free child care,”

It is ne wondsr, after being invalved in or observing the mess the
New Left is in, that many W.L. groups became so afraid of dogmatism
that they spurned theory. Or aller looking 2t the state powers that
cali themsalves Marxist and the youth who want to repeat the same
mistakes, that they spurned Marxism. Women have been told by men
“theorists” of both the bourgeoisie and the Left that Marxjsm is pure-
ly materialism. What is really new sbout the W.IL, maovement, | think,
is its rejection of simple economic solutions to women's discontent,

We are saying, not that we want to be like men, even rich men, in .
this sogiety, but that we want to be whole human beings called women —
beings who have many choices of how to live, many opportunities 1o

create — beaings who cannot ‘exist without a total restructuring of society.

It is this Humanism that makes this movement different from the Suf-
fragette or any other movement for equal rights with men in the past,
~ And this iHumanism /s Marxism, Marx combined materialism and ideal-

ism 1o create a philosophy of {iberation that can end class, racist, and
saxist socinty. He scorned “vulgar communism™, such as the change
from private to state-capitalism in Bussia and China, as much as capk
tatism. He explained that it is who controfs the means of production
that dotermines all human relatiops in the society, the ralation of per-
son to person including man te woman. If the end of your philosophy
is not freedom for everyone, it is not Marxism,

Marxist-Humanism has been bursting out in the last two decades ~ in
this country, in the mass black and student movements, and now itisa
potential of the WL, mevement. This is the even newer in the brand new

. women's fight, 1can see a changa even sinca last year, when WL, stressed
statistics on job discrimination to spread their cause, Now they are tatk.
ing about redefining a/ relationships in society, Even the “grandmother”
organization of W.L,, N.Q,W, an organization of professional women
itself only a few years old, is considered too conservative and too cen-
tralized in authority. And, | think, a serious search for theary — for a
key to the salf-development of our own movement — is starting, Hope-
futly, W.L. will overcome its fear of structure and philosophy, and maet
up with a/f the different women In the country, su it can form a maess
mavement that will link up with the other forces for liberation and
create a soclety in which women can ba whale wamen,




HISTORY AND THE NEED FOR WOMEN THEORISTS

Barbara B.
W.L., Detroit

Some people say thay women can't be free until after the revolution,
Well, no revolution has vet heen designed 1o include women, The revolu-
tion is talked about as separate from Wemen's Liberation. This is true
of Marxism; in the Left jt's very definitely true, It's a very ingrained at-
titude to talk about “the revolution,” and that revolution does not in-
¢lude women. To say that, after the revolution women will be free al- _
ready precludes women’s liberation from being a part of the revolution,
To them, the ravolution means workers, it means economic questions,
the way it has been defined by the male theorists of the Left, My main
point is that women have to challenge the male theorists of the Lett,

The male theorists — Marx, Proudhon, Fourier, etc, — the MarxIsts,
the Anarchists, alt the way down the iine, have not analyzed society in”
terms of womsn's position in that society, but in terms of man’s position
in society. And women havao never, ever, challenged this, The reason |
say this is because the male theoreticians have dealt with an eCONOmMY in
which the male is the main praducer. In ather words, the capitalist econg-
" my in which the mala is the main wsorker, This wasn't always true. In the
beginning of capitalism, women and children were used as cheap labor,

But the male theoreticians haven’s dealt with the substructure of
society, the whole economy based on the sexual division of labor, the di-
vislon of lsbar between man and women, which preceded capitalism, and
which has remained the substructure, the foundation, of 8very economy
which has ever existed. -They have retused to deal with this economy as
they have dealt with the male economy, The male economy, the male
operated, male controlled economy, what | call the superstructure, de-
pands on tho substructure, the sexual division of labor, The main divi-
sion of labor in the world s betwsen mala and fomale, The first division
of labor in the world was batwegn male and female, The firsy oppression
was that of males over femalas, :

" This substructure of the saxual division of labor existed in feudalism,
and in “primitive” societies, It axists in capitalism, and it continuss to
exist in socfalism, simply hecause people don’t recognize that the op-
pression of woman exists as a separate entity, |t has never been anajyzed
in itslf, This Is because womon have never dared to challenge the male
theoreticlans in the Left, Wa have to do that if we are going to free our-
salves, '

None of the theorles which have tried to axplain how it was that women
tirst got into thelr oppressed situation hold up under any thoughtful seru.
tiny, One ergument is really a subitle varlation of the biclogy-is-destiny
theme. It says that women wera oppressed and kapt In an inferiar role
because they had to bear and care for chlldren while men did tha vital
work of hunting for food, Thisisa spurious argument, The ergument
already implles the valua judaments of this male dominated society — that
child-bearing and raising Is Inherently inforlor work, It could be just the
opposite — that could have besn seen as the mast valuable work and have
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had high status, Why difln't it?  Alsc the argument falls down because

{Malinowski — The Family in Australian Aborigine Society) women's
work was /n fact more impartant to the economy and foed supply in !
even the pre-agricultural society — hunting was not the main foad supply.
Also women invented agriculture, Yet, women were oppressed and their
work, which at one time included everything except hunting and weapoi-
making, was low status, The sexual division of labor argument doesn’t
answer anything, ir only raises questions such as: Why is the sexual di-
viaion so rigid and why is women's work downgraded?

The next argument is mainly put forth by Marxists and was first ex-
pourded by Engels in The Qrigin of the Family, Private Property and
the State. Engels contended that women's oppression began with the in-
‘treduction of orivate praperty, thist the end of the property relatienship
would free women, and therefore that the ciass struggle wouid free wom-
cn because it would end the property relation, Marx and Engels take
property as the key to wormen's oppression; therefore only the working
class can do away with property, thus freeing women, This makes wo-
men’s liberation merely an aff-shuot of the cluss struggle, i

. Engels theary — which Marx drew on for his theory of history — sald
that there wes an early matrfarchal pericd of history with a kingd of equai-
ity between men ond women and everyone in the society because there
was no private proparty, Then private property wes introduced and wo-
men were subjected to men In the patriarchal society. Although there
was a golden "communist” age without tne evils of private property be-
fore the emergence of the patriarchy, the advent of the patriarchy is seen
as “'progréss” in Marx' theory of history becausa only with the emergence
of the patriarchy could the whole process of dialectic begin and the pos-

_ sibility of civilization reaching the point of capitalisin and the overthrow
of private property relationships on a truly “'civilized’ basts happen,
This is certainly a very atant male supremacist assumption — that the
patriarchy, i.e, male control, was necessary for */progress”,

At any rate, the matriarchal state that Engels assumed has heen shown
to be a misconception by Morgan, upon whose conclusions about Amer.
fcan Indians Engels so heavily relied, Thera have been matrilineal socie-
ties — descent traced in tha ferale fine — but not matriarchal societies —

. political, economic and social control by women, But aside from that,
the basis of Engels argument is that with the introduction of private pro-
perty, which he assumes to be first with herding, women were subjected
and treated also as property, But does this follow as B follows A

Why was thero a peculier form of female as property? Why weren't
men as a caste subjecrud to waman through property relations instead
of the reverse? Women must have been oppressed befora the introdug-
tion of private property for them slong as a caste (and also children) to
Le subjected in the peculiar way they were to property, if indeed this is
what happened as Engels said. Engels gives no explanation or reason for
women'’s being subjected to men through property relotions, Engels and
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Marx’s answers as to the origins of wemen's sabjection to men only raise
more puzzling guestions; they don't answer anything,

The basic motivation behindg the oppression of women has been the fear
of women by men, We start with the emergence of humans from the non.
conscious animal world, The fear and terror inspired by the conscious
ness of death and the future or impending possibifity of death begins to
separate the human mind from the purely animao! mind, Natural forces
are sean by human beings as either benevolent or destructive or death-
bearing forees,

But also, other human beings ean be terrifying,

There is overwheliming evidence from all parts of the world that zarly
Peoples and even later peoples considered blood equal 1o lifa, that a per-
son’s life was in thelr blood, There were alss taboos ali over the waorld
in early societies or "primitive™ societies surrounding women as a group,
‘pariicularly during the time of menstruation and childbirth, Women are
segregated at these times, Men may die if they touch.them:. Woimen are
impure. They are polluted beings feared by men at these times in par-
ticular, (This can be seen in later litarature: Aenead, the Bible, etc,)

Now If blood is seen to equal life and the sphlling of blood is equal
to the fear of possible death, then a being who biceds periodically and
yet does not die Is remarkable, strange, magical and terrifylng, all at
the same time, , That heing is woman, .

So the man protects himself against this dangerous bsing who bleeds
but does not die and whose blood he believes may kill him, {One must
understand magic in the “primitive” mind to understand why he per-
ceives this.) He will have 1o insert his penis from where the dangerous
bleod has flowed, So he forms male only puberty rites — to put his

lif2 in his totem anima) for "safzkeeping” in a simulated death and .
ressurection ritual — and he makes this g required initiation for boys
before thelr first intercourse with woman, The real underlying reasons
for the castration complex of males becoines more clear as one under-
stands that the magical belief that the touching of this bload, ever the
mere tauching of his blanket by the menstruous woman, can bring him
instant death, One can sea his terrar of placing his unprotected penis
in the very piace from whence this blaad has flowed, -

The taboos and rituals also appear around the hunt and war: fear of
the bload of the slain, the purificatory rites, the sox taboos on women
oand often on men are enforced at these timas, The original fear of In-
tercourse with womendue to the fear of blood and castrotion, i.¢. death,
caused a system of tabaos on intercourse for certain perlods, Taboos
could only be enforced through self-repression of the males (as the ones
who feared and had to caontain their desires), and as repression imposed
on women thraugh fear {the buil-roarer, secret ceramonies, the death
penalty , etc,),

The puberty rites and tha warrior cults are intimately connected,
The purificatory rites around blood of the sfain in battle are much like
the bicod rituals and taboos on intercourse with women, | think this

Hgsq




can be explained if we pasit that men in repressing themselves sexu-
ally from fear of death in order to enforce on themselves the sex inter-
course taboos created an aggressive hostitity (repressed libido) which
was bound up intimateiy with puberty rites, the religion and the state,
The first sublimation,

The political power grew out of the enforcement nf the sexual ta-
boos and this was the first repressive {to enforce the taboos — “laws™)
and the first oppressive (to those on whom the taboos were enforced —
at first basically women} power and remaingd in the hands of the males
who had the need, through their fear, to repress and oppress, The po-
litical power or state has always been a repressive institution according
to these origins, )

Racism and imperialism afd also very closely tied to these origins
and are in fact results of the original repression of sex and the subjec.
tion of women, The repressed sex and fear of death in sex is sublim-
ated and an aggressive paranoid kind of hostility is then directed to
"outsiders” and the ““territory’’ and imaginary boundaries where other
tribes outside are “enemies” {as with the Typees when Melville visited
them), and there are forays made 10 kill the enemles or destroy them,

Also, the application of -the concept of class to women in the same
way that it is applied to men 5 up for gquestion here. In my reading
of anthropology it is guite clear that class is basically a distinction a-
mong males, Women take on the class of the male they are associated
with, while their main position is that of a caste -- women — in rela-
tion to men, Also in tracing property origing and refations in ancient
Greece, | have found them bound up with the taboos in marriage,
boundaries and ancestor worship,

So wé have tied together the fear of women and the subjection of
women, starting with the mensirual taboos and culminating in the poli-
tical censclidation of power by the males in the patriarchal family and
state, The self-repression of the males (sublimation) through fear of

. women because of fear of death, through the idea that blood equals
lite, causes the eruption of this repressed sexuality in a particular form
of aggression.known as war, The whele warrior-big man-hero-powar-
ful-cult of masculinity. Also, the projection of this repressed fear in
the territorial feafs and aggression and the projection to "outsiders™
of the sexually repressed part culminates in racism, And the emergence
of the political power of the males was in order to enforce a repression
on themselves and other younq males and women, And also, the rape
of the land as man's fear and domination of women is closely linked
to his fear and domination of nature, and it’s no surprise that nature
is personified as female,

So here we have some of the deepest roots of the hidcously des-
tructive ~ both outward and inward ~ development of “clvilization'.

1 propese that there has been little if any “progress” from “primitive’’
to “'civilized” society, There  has only been a refincment and per-
haps even an acceleration of the basic rotten foundations of human so-
ciety, where it somehow went wrong, got off the track, in the fears
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of blood, women, taboos and repression of sex and subjection of wo-
men, | propese that we have been Ltindty hacking away at the bran.
ches {they bave been imprortant things no doubl and need 10 be ar-
tacked; | don’t deny the impaortance of economics, imperialism, eic.},
urt not questioning  the deep rools, not seeing the trunk of the tree
on which all uriginated ana stilt depends Tor it sustenance. We are
simply a2 more sophisticated version of the same old fears and con-
Hicts from which af onr institutions were buift. These blood 1abaoas
and fears and sexual repression are not something “quaint’ in the
past, The institutions we live in are basically irrational and are 1he re.
sults of these early basic fears and faboos — we still have the fears and
repressions with us today in more concealed forms, :

I hope this exploration | have begun 1o make into the questioning
of theories of men and the beginnings of a development of my own
view will helpy other women to do the same. We neeid more women to
iry to understand and carefoliy think through and re-think and re-write
all that has baen handed down 10 us by men from a male dominated
world, .

Theory te me means trying 1o understend, That's all it means, It
Is not irrelevant abstraction -- with me it's a passion hecause | so
deeply need 1o understand why things got 10 be the way they are, why
when all the facts of the many-vromen | know and my awn life should
contradict our popression and all the stereotypes, that the oppression
the institutions that enslave us go on in the name of all that is "rational”,
.'stable” and “unchangeable™ *human nature”, | can't endure those
male supremacist lies so | have to search  out what the truth is, what
the real reasons are, how it all happened in the way that ‘it did, | know
that if ore does not understand how somothing happened one cannot
change it — becausé one will not know what it is that one needs to
change, - '




“BAREFOOT AND PREGNANT"

Ester Serrano
young Meaxican-American

| do clericel work in the office of a large firm. (t is really bad there
for women, For one thing, we have no union, there is no job security
and no benefits to speak of ar all. What is interesting is that although
the 70 or so womzen in the office have no unicn, the men who work
in the plant — in the same building -- are in the Teamsters, It seems
to be good tor them, berause the bosses are really afraid of the union,

QOne of the werse things though is the fact that, to keep your job,
you have to take everything the men say or do to you without saying
aword, The other day | was waiking up the hall with some papers-in
my hand; one of the salesmen walked up to me, hit me in the ass with
soma papers, and said, "What's happening, Baby?"' | went and told my
bass {also & man) about it. He said, "Well, that’s the price you have to
pay for being a woman.” The men {requently make obscene remarks
to us, and we don't dare talk back to them because it could mean our
jobs, ‘

Another thing in my office is that it is practically all white, Out of
70 women, there are only § or 7 Black women — und they work in the
lowest pald jobs. | think they get $1.60 an bour, which is the minimum
wage according to faw. | am’the only Mexican woman there. 1 found
out a few. days after | started working there that when they hired me
they thougbt | was an indian from India. They discovered | was Mexi-
can when | spoke Spanish over the pliona to a Mexican customer, It
was all over the office inside & few hours; people watked up to me and
said | didn't know you ware Maxican,” etc. t's rezlly a racist place,

The majority of women work in clerical, secretarial, and switch-
board jobs, although there are a few in the nlant, The women in the
plant area work on soma sort of an assembly line, 1 don’t khow if they
are in tha union or not, The highest paid woman in the office gets -
$120.00 a week. She’s the sacretary 1o the big boss,

As |'m new there, i have baen trying to find out things from the
other wornen about the office, But they seem really afraid to talk
shout anything, - They say, "You'll find out far your self.”” It is
chvious that some people try to get In good by making up to the boss,
He takes advantage of this, anc olays favorites, X

The other day, the rompany gave a big Christman luncheon for the




office employeas, They even gave us each a two Ib. box of candy —
but everybody had to work the holiday wesk-and, Also, if you have
to work overtime, you only get paid extra for time over 1% hours —
less than that you don't gat anything, They foad so much work on
you, and with ridiculous deadiines, that they practically force you to
work overtime on your own time,

One woman | work with, who seems to be a favarite of the tyoss,
has caused a lot of trouble with the other women because she insists
on running other people's jobs — to make it more efficient. She tries
to change all the old ways of doing things, and the other women
really get mad, ) o

A ot of women there don't seem 1o like each other very much:
there is a lot of bickeriny, But people do put on phoney shows of
friendliness, i think this is because everyons is afraid of being fired,
They're toc afraid even to talk about what happens thare, if you get
fired, you get fired, and there is absolutely nothing you can do about
it. Some women have warked here for up to 23 years, and are afrafd,
| think that if we had o union, people would be less afraid and would
get along batter, .

. Thera 1s one john. for women in the whole place. Une JOHN for B0
women, and same of the women in the plant use it too, There are three
or four men's johns, The boss is thinking of converting the woman's
john into a men's john, and using one of the men's johns for the women —
because the wormen's jobn is “nicer* znd they need a nice john for
customers, :

Before | found this job, | looked for quite a while, At many placas

that | tried, they refused to hire me for twe reasons, either because

1. | was married. 2, Bscause | didn't have a high school diploma. Most
of tha jobs | applied for werg really simple clerfeal Jobs, such as filing,
typing, and things like that, but they stil demandad a diploma, At one
place | went 1o, Uniroyal Tire Co., they wouldn't hire me for an office
job because I'm Mexican and a cuuple shades tao dark for their lilly
white office, OFf course thay did olfer mo & [ob in the factory, Of
course they didn’t tell me that; | found out from o friend who used 1o
work there, {By the way hs quit a few weeks ago because they found
out he was Mexican, and really made it bad for him.)

Vihat really annoyed me was tha place that rafused to hire me be-
cause | was married. They said something like, “Surry, we had a single
girl in mind; we don't want any trouble with husbands.” )t was a
sales Job : | wonder just what | was supposed to sell, me or the-mer-
chandize, C )

In School

In my high school they had three curriculums : occupational, busi.
ness, and coliege prep. Tha occupational curriculum had drafting, and
saveral skilled trades coursas, Not one single girl had ever been allowad
Into this curriculum, One gith in my class wanted to take a drafting
course. The school wauln’t fet her, Hor mother fought the case and
won. She was finally allowed to toke it; but she was the only ona,
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They simply placed girls in the home econocinics courses as electives.

There was alto a work program in the school, | worked throughout
high school, The girls were always placed in the lowest paid jobs, usu-
ally the state minimum - and were not allowed to work more than 36
hours 2 week, The guys got much better paying jobs, and were allowed
to work as many hours as the employer wanted,

At Home

} come from a very truditional Mexican family — the tradition is
that women are totally subordinate to the men. The man’s way of
-dealing with the woman is to keep hor barafoot and pregnant. [f the
man says crawl, the woman asks “how far?”’ My grandmother taught
me that men were the master and women were the underdog. When 1
 got married, my grandmother-sat my husband and me down and told
us that the wife's duty was to do everything her husband said, néver
disagree with him, and be his slave, That was the only way to have a
good marriage. There is a Spanish saying, "'Believe in God, but wor-
ship your husband,” and that's the way it's supposed to be.: My ma
did it, my grandmother did it, and all my aunts did it. That's all you
see around you as you grow up, and it's not easy to resist doing the
same thing yoursaif,




My husbaid, wha is not Meiican, seemed to {it right in the Mexican
male pattern, Although 1 asked him many times to teach me to drive,
he kept refusing, Me said this was because a man didn't have patience
enough to teach his wite to drive and she should Jearn from somebody
else. But although he never said it | think it was because, if 1 learned
10 drive, | would be 100 independent, Likewise, he didn't want me to
get 4 job. | wanted to get a job because he was out of work and we
didn’t have any maney. We got in lots of fights aboun it, Finally 1
made the decision. I was going to get a job and that was jt. We
had a really big fight, but 1| got a job, Now I'm working and he isn't,
At the beginning we had lots of fights because ) couldn't see why |
should have to come home and cook and ciean house after working
al! day while he wss-at hame sitting on hiv ass, What | did was | let
all the house work go and told him that when he got tired of living in
his own mass, ke'd do something about it. It didn’t take long befare
he started doing a lot of the house work. Ha even does the dishes,
something he would never do befure, ’

I am not at all the typical Maxican woman, Isaw my ma get beaten,
and have to work to support the family, becouse my father-would toke
off, l'knew, even when | was young, that | didn't want to live that
way. | figured that, someway or anoiher, | would get out of that kind
of life, : ’ '

On Thé Woman’s Liberation Movemant

| think the r'L'lb:'nen's Liberation Movement is a great thing — and
it's about time too, | do think though, judging from a recent con-
ference on Women's Liberatlon that | attended, that it may be starting
‘out wrong, The first women who had crurage enough to bring up tha
question of women were middie class » niite women, | got the impres.
sion from that conference that many middle class white women seem to -
think that'its their own parsonal revolution — they seemed to be really
out of touch with other women — Black, Mexican, and poor white, |
think the guestion must be discussed on many different levels, but the
whole discussian should he brought more down to earth, | didn't un-
derstand a lot of what they were talking about, they used a lot of big
words, a lot of psychological language that | don't understand, In
general, a fot of the discussion was Just a ot of intellectual bullshit,

What annoved me tuo was that, at this meeting, many women seemed
" 10 be launching a big attack on Marx. I really don't understand why.,
This guy was good for his own time, he had a lot of great things to say
alout revolution and society, But in his time the Woman's Liberation

t see how we can criticize him for not
ovement which didn't even exist then,

I think we can lsarn from Marx and people like that, 1 realiy got mad
when thoss women were attacking him,

The Womean's Liberation Movement has changed my thinking about
a lot of things. | never thought about the freedom of women as a
mass thing before, | thought that | could escaps the oppression my-
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self, I thought that 1 was never guing to fet anyone put a ring through
My nese, | saw what happened 10 My ina. lsaw the kind of hell she
had to five with and tolg myself that it wasn't goi

No
womien are beginning 1o orgenize against their own oppression, that
many wamen ara demanding to te recognized as human beings instead
of Jive-in maids, I feel much stronger myself, | fee! mara determined
1o fighi for myself ang for what | think is right. I dan't think that the
Women’s Liberation Movemient wifl te a passing thing; |1 think it's here
to stay, although the men are huping that it wnn't, But top many wo-
men are too fed up; things are going to change, Things have to change!

v on

ARA AND UNION HARASS WOMEN FIGHTING DISCHIMINATION

ARA worker

reptinted from NEL, June-duly 1970 .
The women who wark for Automatic Retailers of Aﬁaerica at the Great

Lakes Steal D i

n as a vending attendant, and later started train.
ing for a tervicumun's job, which had never ‘been held by 3 woman by -
foro, The attendant’s job is 10 give change, clean machines, and fill
them, The serviziman’s iob {which the CRC now requires be called
"vending service iob™) is almost the same, except that you drive and
toad your own iruck, and pull money — and it pays mora,

i to bid for

work — she did a good job - but becyuse she couldn't move the .
chines, . . :
The conitract states that moving machines is g repairman's job, so
she filed a complaint with Equal Employment in Washington, They
referced the case 1o the Civil Rights Commission, who set up an a-
greement with the company to put her back on the job, with back pay.

She got $1550 in back pay, but the company still owes her $675;
she went back on the joli, but & man with more senlority bumped her
off it. She didn't ger any help from the union (Unied Cotering, Res.
taurant, Bar and Hote| Unien, AFL.CIO) at all, Thoy didn't even take
the case to arbitration, Ste now warks as a truek driver,

The women who have bean fighting for upgrading have faced alf
kinds of harassmant, Anather woman whe had fited with the Commis.
slan, and had mora seniority, is on the sirvice Job now, But they added
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more werk to make it harder on her, During her 30 day trial, they
followed her around and spied on her, The rnachines hadn't been
cleaned for ages, but she was blamad for anything that was wrong with
them, They gave her a list of about 30 things to do, something that
had never been done t0 any man on the job,

The women are made t9 go through much greater training, and to
qualify far many more iobs, than the men do, whengver they try 1o gut
tpgraded. As one of the Wwomen put ir: “They want to burn us out,”

What angers the women most is that "the union doesn’t seem 1o
fight for the women the way thay do for the men.” They say the con.
tract “seems 10 yet vrorse every time one is negotiated.”

Women have been truck drivers here Yor ag least 15 vears, This vear
when the contract came up, it said that the truckdrivers had 1o change
flat tires, There js & service station which had always done this pa-

The waman who bid the service job want in ene mmorning and
ailabli,
take the one with the flat, It wasn't
her truek — but she changed the flat anyway, just 'to shnw. them she
could, '
One of the otder women who has top senierity, and has been a
ighter for years, had boen heiping some of the Younger women with
their cases, She was i

The women are stiiy fighting, They have now filed harassment and
retaliation charges, and women from the Women's Liberation Coatition
of Michigan have ioined with them in 3 demonstration pt the CRC,

wOrsmen
ONE VIEW OF THE MOVEMENT

Judy M,
whita student, New York

The question of wamen’s liberation js being raised today with a new
enthusiasm and intensity, Womelj_i are joining together in g constious
effort to fight male domination rather than

society that have led 10 their subjugation, The

oppression of women 90es hand it hand with the expioitation and
dehumanization of class society,

The woman question Is af singutar importance to a ravolutionary
mavement,  In the class struggle we must be able to free the creativg

5. But male chauvinism is no mere a "Wo.

man’s problem” for women to salve in isoletion any more than racism
is a “black problem”, Anyone who s 3 revalutionary end concerned
with creating a now socioty with truly human relationg must realize
the importance of the struggle against mple domination, Clearly many
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men 10 the movement ae reachionary on this point and stil bound

by bourgeois nptons and so it 15 v 1o the women to lake the lead,
But i is a danyerous trend when women's groups continue 1o see thoir
prohiems as isnfated fvom the movemicent as a whols, Without a new
saciety, no one can be free, How can we be “liberated” as women
when we are exploited ds workers and oppressed as human beings?

Women's agitation today stands on the shoulders of the participa-
tion of women in the labor force and their “liberation” in terms of
the “hreedom’” to enter into social production and become independent
of the prison of the family. The growing dissatisiaction of women is
another manitestation of the decpening crisis in our society &nd also
of the more profount! questions that the movement is asking. What
13 hanpening 1oday is what happens in the heginning of a periud where
“revotution 1s on the agenca” - women ara beginning to be conscious
of the great contribution they have tn makc 1owards changing society.
Women have always been Tighters in the class war:’ the women of the
Paris Commune, the working women of l.ondon’s East End with
Sylvia Pankhurst, in 1he carly 20th century black women Abalition:
ists, and of course the many other examples. ’

1t is also true that middle-class women are becoming dissatisfied
with thu suffecating future of conventional life in 2 time of general
social questioning. There have been in the past, many important
movements o! bourgeois women like the suffragist and legal equality,
movements. Women are only beginning their activity in cur age and
we must look to the class content of the women's struggles to get an
idea of where they are going. ‘ '

We con identily the groups of women who are primarily concerned
with enuality within the capitalist system; groups of women in the
professions (such as wamen laculty members, graduate studenis, doc-
1ars, fighting for eyual protessional status), groups starting day-care
centers {that for the most part service children of ‘the liberal petty
hourucois parents), etc, . All these projects have merit, some more and
some less, but few are relevant to the deeper issues in our society,
These issues can become a dead-end when they imply a willing accep-
-1ance of the ¢lass character of the society as a whole, One specific re-
form that bas gained adherents ameng women of all classes and for
good reason, is the reform of the cruel and humitiating abortion laws,
This has particular relevance 1o working women and welfare mothers
wha cannot, if they choose to do so, afford even reasonable safe abor-
tions. . :

The primarily white "radical’” womens groups that grew out of SDS
and the stucdent movement have to a large extent todoy fatien vietim 10
tho faction fights of the suicidal loft. They wern and are for the most
pirt a ot of noise with littte substance. The bra “burnings”, the anti-
beauty contest demanstrations, the Witch groups, created a scondat
among the middle class which is fine for what it's worth, But these
activities and the discussions of radical women that | have attended
have the danger of implying that women's problems are “psychological”,
1hat their problems are the sosult of the “consumer society”’ that makes
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them by junk 1o e whtat s oglled baautitul, a thag wWomen can b
free o they free thomsetves of men's mate of them, Al these pints
have some vilidity b tltitatoly (he problems of interpersonat relp.
tionships will remiain as long as we lwe in gn dhienined, dehumanized
society. Almos anyihing anyone can Iy s funk, But to focus on
co:\sunmtion, 0N advertising aned (he ke s not 1o it the heary of
“the problem at dll. Boycott Revion? A very superficial social cri-
itjuin, ' .

Insofar as women of the working class become aware of their rale
in socicty, the women's movemoent will corne in contact wilh the vilgl
forees in gur saciety, The weifare mothers are a goocl example, 11 s
@8 yet unclear 1o whart extent thoy identify with established women's
groups, Working women in general scem ta leei removed from the
“official” women's tiberation ideatogy and from the often absurd sl
indulgence of their uctions. But that is beeause the questions and .
answers offerad by the wotnen's firoups to date are superficial and
not relevant 10 their ljves, ’

Paterson strikers marching up Fifth Ave,
to Madison Square Garden, June 5, 1913
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A RESPONSE FROM A PARTICIPANT

Terry Moon
Women's Liberation, Detroit

One of the first things | want to try to make clear is that most W.L.M.
groups believe that in order for women 1o be free there must be some
kind of socialism, Women or imen cannot be free under Capitalism. The
thing that W.L.M. does see is that there could he a type of socialism and
women would stifl be second class citizens, All women fieed to do to sec
the truth in this is ta look at history, In Algeria, Cuba, Russia, China,
the women-are not free. Most of us beliave that, because of what hap-
pened to women in past “ravolutions”, while we waork for & socialist re.
volution we must aiso, and riot secondary but equally, work for women's
liberation, Men, as a ruling class and as individuals, have samething to
gain trom keeping woman in her place. It is because of this that we need
to fight fust as hard for libermion as for souialism, .

! don’t believe that <he questions and answers that W, L.M. deals with
are “superfigial.” One ol the things we work on is the right of women to
control their own bodies, hardiy a ""superficial" demand, How to restrug.
ture the relationship between women and men so that the oldest division
0f labor, that is the sexual division of labor, is destroyed, There is some
feeling in our aroup that if this oldest division of tabor is not destroyed
then the same systems will spring up from the root of sexual division of
labor, It is these kinds of jdeas that show us that when we work for wo-
men’s liberation’ we are waorking for a socialist revolution,

From your letter it is ¢lear that you don't understand ail the reasoris
for actions against beauty contests, There are many, .

onstrate clearly the value women have for this so-

i , here our place is, Women will allow

themselves to do shit work ag leng as they think they are shir, ' -
- 2. Beauty pageants epitomize the roles we ara all {orced to play as women,
The parade down the runway blares the metaphar of the 4-H Club coun-
try fair, where the nervous animals arer judged for teeth, fleece, etc., and
whare the best specimen gets the blve ribbonl So are all women in our
society forced daily to compete for male appraval, enslaved by ludicrous
"beauty standares™ we Gurselves are conditioned to take scriously,

3. Beauty pageants are racist, Since its inception in 1921, the Miss A-
merica pageant has not hat one hlack finalist, and this has ot been for

o lack of test-case contestonts, There has never been a Puerto Rican,
Alaskan, Hawaiian, or Maxizan.American winner, Ner has there ever

been a True Miss America — an American Indian, i

4. The lunction of most pageant winners is to advertise something, Her
Lody it being used so sormo capitalist can make more money, In other
wordls, beauty pageant sponsars arp pimps a

5. The highlight of Miss America’s reign gach year is a cheerleader tour

af American troops abroad. She personilics the "'unstained pattictic A-
merican womanhood our boys are fighting far.” The tiving bra ond the
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Dead Soldier. Wamen ave used as Mascots far Murder, Miss Amgrica
sells war,

6. Spintte, mutilate, and then discard tomorrow, What is so igniored as
last yein's beauty winner? This anly rellects gur society, Women must
be young, jufcy, matlealyla in order to “make it This kind of thing
mizkes yrowing ol for women a nightmare, .

7. Miss Amorica shows us that in order 1o win approval we must be hoth
super sexy and a virgin, That s why some woemen and most men prefer
to call women “girle” 1t implies virginity, Beauty pageants legitimize
ihe Madonna iVhore concepr,

8. Beauty winnersg iepresent what women are supposed 1o be: inoffen.
sive, Mand, apolitical, 1§ Yol are 1all, over or uncer weight, forget 1.
Pesonality, articulateness, intalliyence, comumiiment, unwise, Conform.
ity is the kay to the crown — and, by extension, 10 syccezs in" our suciaty,
9. In this repuledty democratic society, where every little boy can, sup-
nosediy, grow up to Le president, what can every littie girl hope 1o grow
12 be? Miss America, That's where it's atr, Real power to contral oyr
own fives is restricted to a few ol white men, while women get patroni-
zing pseuds-povwer, gn erming cloak and a bunch of flowers; men are
judaed by their actions, women by their sppearance, .

I think that the implications that you have deduced from “long ses
sions of parsonal revelalidns” are not the samu implications that the W.L .
have. Because wamen's oppression has been 50 totai it is nEcassary some.
times to tatk ahout what has happened 10 yau and why. Mate chauvinism
is 50 prevalent and sg ingrained that it is not enough to intelectualiy know
abowut it, We are damegad emotionally, We need to understand gur op-
Nression oa maore than an ir in our group we would talk

and women made 19 feel quilty
it they dan’t want children, when they don't want to produce more con.
sumers and soldiers lor the cepitalistic econamy? Who rmakes money
out of women believing that they must get marrieg and right away move
heir twn stove, ice box, cur, ete, ete, ete,?
hvicus answers arg only going to mean
if they are talked about and understood on
maore than anp level, .

There is another sentence in Your letter that shows lack of thought,
You write: "At least Capitaliem has 'done i servica’ in freeing women
trom the utter prisost of the family,” On the contrary, now women haye
two prisens, They go aut 10 the prison of work and come honie to the
slavery of the family, to the other ioi, the job that receives no pay, has
no status and no recognition,

The last thing | want to 13k about is your paragraph:

One thing you wromw — “"The greatness and originality of the now
stirrings of W.Lib, is the fact that they don‘t want 1o wait till thp
day atter the revolution 1o sofvn e probiem." That is very inter.




esting, but | fail to see how we can do that, 1'd love to be able to
credte @ néw society witiout first destroying the old, bul unfortun-
ately that’s compleiely utopian and impossible,  And without a
new saciety no one will be free.

You are making an assumption that is nat what was said, You are
assuming that W.L.M. thinks they can "solve the problem” without tles-
roying “the old” society. That is not what was said, We are saying that
we are not going to wait around and trust a left which has dong nothing
for women in the past and is riddied with male chauvinism in the present,
We are saying no 1o our oppresston now, We are working for our libera-
tion now and censequently furthoring a real soctalist revolution, not ane
that just frees hall the population,

Lt

' THE THEQRETIC CHALLENGE OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION

Bonnie M'anldden
white student

Dear Judy, L

Thanks for your letters.,,.. They have goaded mo 1o write,

First, let me say that | think there is a very real relation’ between the
Nationat Questfon {which ybu discuss separately in the beginning of your
letter! and 1he question of Women's Liberation; if not in specifics () real
ly don't think that secession from the Union is the énswer for wamen),
then in both eontant and progess - revolutionary pracess, You say:

«ws iU sGRMS 10 me that Jt /s precisely now, nfter the decade of pro-
mise and stafemate and face to face with the imbecilic Third World
pasition of SDS, that a re-evaluation of exactly what is the signifi.
cance of the self-determination struggles and of strugsgles for nation.
al liberation from imperialist dominations is in arder, Have the cre-
ation of rew nation states weakened imperialism as Lenin wrote?

~ - - [

COUNTESS MARKEIVICZ, DURING IRISH EASTER REBELLION, 1916
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Can any natior free itself from the pull of the worid market and
the competing imperiatist camps? :

As Lenin mado clear, thera is no question but that nationalist revaly. .

tiuns, in which the bouryesisie unitas with the proletariat and peasantry
te "drive the imperiatist devils out,” is not at ail 1he same thing as a pro-
letarian revolution, It can, however, act as a spark to the clgss struggle,
and, if Tt deepens, develop Into a class rather than a rational sbuggle, b
€an “go hevond itself,” not only internally — inside that country — put
uxternally, to bave an cffect both on the "mother”’ country, and on the
international situation as a wholin. Marx describes this Pprocess {or his
day on the question of (reland — the same country which Lenin referred
to in his theses on the National Question. 1'j| quote from Marx; -

- Alter occupying myself with the liish question for many years,
| have come to the conclusion that the decisive biow against the -
English ruling classes {and it will be decisive for the wgrkcr's move.
ment all aver the world} can nae e delivered in England, but only

. in freland,,, .
{from a ietter to Meyer &vogt, 1870)

He yous on o explain that this is true, not only because the English aris.
tocracy gains its materia! strength from oxpioitation ot the trish, but
what be calls “moral” strength, i.e., they used Ireland and the Irish wor-
kers as & weapon {racism, etc,) 193inst their own workers, The descrip-
tion of this minipulation of racism_is all too conlemporary,

This is histary, but logk at teday, Right at this momeni, the ramifica-
tions of the Vietnsmese nationalise struggle {and it is that s well as more)
is wrecking absoiute havoe ir: the bastion of Wwestern capitalism — |t has

n of revolutionaries in the U,S, It hag helped
@nary situation here, sithough the New Left,
revalution at home, profer-
evolution on the Third World.

Wit s the other foree that has created a near revolutionary situation

“here? It is the Black Striggle, The Black movement has always been in.
timately connected with the class struggle in America — as we tried to
show in our Resolution on Race and Class™ in New ¢ ef¢ Notes, ~but it
has likewise aiways been conscious of itself as a Black struggle. “Freedom
Now" as a mavement has, as i1 hag developed, and with its own identity,
chailenged capitalist society from top to bottom. And as for your state.
ment as to the “stalemated” nature of the natianalist revolutions, |
couldn’t disagres more. The African revolutions o
the world to revofution, Although it is true they
ebizctive puil of the worlg capitalist markets, they cauld not isolate them.
selves, their Infiuence on the subjective — the world revolutionary move-
ment — was tremendous. The Alperian revolution nearly created a revoly.
tion in France; the African revolutions in general had a great influence
on the American movement,

O.K. What does all this have to do with women? | believe the answer
is a great deal, Women ara a developing revolutiomary force, And to Ui
derstand that we must understand process, Like opprossed national
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qrouns, women comprise different classes, hut at the same time, even the
lemale “bourgenisiz” are not truly haurgeois because they have virtually
aone af the control aver the means af nroduction that that term is usacl
1o signily, Histerically, women wore the firsy victims in the division of
labor for value production .- the first staves, the tirst human beings 10

be objectified into Broperty, into commodities owned by their husbands,
as both Marx and Lepin paint oet. The relation of man Lo woman is the
decpest, inost revealing form  of the alienation of the whole human race,
as Marx shows in  “Private Property and Communism,” Being the oldest
form af oppression, the revelt of women today has remendous signifj-
cance for the revolutionary movement as a whole,

You sait sumething in your letter about the "bourgeois sulfragette
movement,” Any one's right to vote may appear “'bourgeois, reformist,”
cic., today, bt historically it was a NeCessary weapon and proacess in the
revolutionary struggle, Lenin refers to this in hig essay, A Caricature of .
Marxism and Imperialis: Economism®’;

All *democracy” consists in the proclamation and reatization of
‘rights’ which under capitalism are realisable only 10 o very small
tlegree and only relativaly, But without the proclamation of these
rights, without 3 strugole to intraduce them now, immediately,
without training the masses in the spirit of this struggle, socialism
is impossifiie. .
By the way, in this piece he was referring specifically ta the right of di
varee! And quoetes Rosa Luxemburg to the effect thay “Divorce is a na.
tional question — and I'm for thar!” :

You say, “But | connot sea how saying national indeprndencs struggles
are a siep towards freedom or socialism ig anything but an abstraction,™
Fieedom is most concrete and, a5 3 movement Drogresses, it is constantly
retiefined in action, {The movement from practice 1o theory). Thus, the
struggle for the right to a seat on g bus, e right 1o eat in a restairant,
the right to decent schooling, the right 10 vole — havi: letdl, through the
fight for these things, to a total critique of capitalist saciely, Thus wo.
men -- and through a damn raugh struggte - won the right 1o vote, only
10 discover that it was insulicient (o free themn as buman Leings, Much
the simie is rue Tor the ald temand for sexual freadom: it dicn't change
our lives, Women have redefined what freedom means, and have contin-
ued the fight,

What | am trying to show is that the tftuestion ol Women's Liberation,
like the National Question, 15 far more complex inils efHects than might
tirst appear, Nhisa process, alihough diatectical movement is probably
the correet term, We have 10 look at patential and development — self-
developroemt, and “'the myriad connections of things™ {whith is, | think,
a mis-tjuate of Megel},

What is important for our time, as Raya has pointed out, is the fagt
that women are becoming conscinus of themselves as an oppressed group
ina different way than gver befare, Demanding *'Freadom Now,” and
chatlenging the 10tality of relations under capitalism, is qualitativery dif.
{erent 1han previous women's movements, And that is what many voi-
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ces of women’s liberatinn arp challenging — and not only in capitalist sp.
ciety, but in the American Lafy itsell, 1f there is one thing that chatag.
terizes the women's arouns it is e LNt artack on elitisn anef aus.
ffmrirariam'sm. The vory structure of most women's fiberation groups
fs witness 1o this, They show the fecognition both of the importance of
self-devclcpmem for the individ::al, and the necessity for true denicrra.
¢y within an organization, The smatl group stucture has Created some
prablems in communication between graups, between large numbers of
women, but this ig beginring to pe worked out, There have been a graw-
ing number o+ 9roups who havg set un “Coalition’ ceuncits where many
me lagether, while syijl par:icipating in the smaly groups,
rec! hera in Detroit recently, 1've aisg been told 1hat it has
happened in Baltimore, Boston ang New York, '
When we in News & Lettors talk about workers' struggles against speed-
2Nt working canditions, we know it is not merely an ego.
. As we are'nog the “vulgar com-
Propr-rry and Commum'sm," who
ange from private Property 1o
state-owned propert soclalism means 3 total transformg.
tion of human relations, Ledinning with the change in the human relations
at the paint of Praduction, we, aboye all, cannot he mechanistic ahouy
forces for revolution, It js who contrals Production, not ‘who awng it
that matters, and that jg i ftuman fquestion, !

In “Private Praperty ang Communism, Marx atsa speaks of the rela.
tion of man to Woman as being the deepast, most revealing indication of
all. sociat relittions among human beings - ang historica!lv, worman has
been a stave, a piece of chag:er, controfled by men. Al human relations
since the beginning of nraduction for surplus valye have been wansiormeg
into abject refations, gup for women, the opprussion has haan double,
if not triple. Asa woman she s oppressed, ag a worker she js oppresseg
45 woman and gs worker, and, in this saziaty, if she jg Black, she hag been
opnressed because she s i threp, ‘ . '

Because the onpression of women has boey gp fnu‘mamlv connecteyd
with the qitestion of zj) Munan relations, with the essentig| alignation of
all individuals from themisnives and others, {

whole totatity

—~j ¥ in which Deople
are not free 1o ha self-dewrmining, creatiy Thus, in Ching,
.45 . described it, women are “equal” i he same jobs
s men, and get paid the same a5 men, and, up 1o the time of the commune
movement, their statuy was impraoyeg, But, the commune mavemeny has
reduced the power of women 1g determing (he conditions of thejr own
labxar ang life, They have yone backware, {see article on China,) The re.
turn to the past jg nowhere morp evident than in the coempaosition of the
Chinese teadership~ there are only two women in leadership Nositions
and they are the wives of Mag Tse-turg and Lin Piag. Appoinieg by
Mao, neither was an independeont revolutionary in her own right, The
same is true nf Cubg and Russia, Ang the same is trye of every 1evaly.
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tionary organization in this country, with the single exception of News
& Letters. We are thi: only revolutionary o-ganization in which the two
Mmost imporiant leatership positions are hold v women,

We must ask: why is it that in every so called Socialist revolution,
women were an important revolutionary force during the revolution
{Algeria, Cuba, China, Russia, Africa), only to be pushed back into their
traditional position after 1he revolution? Obviously this tells us as much
about the revolution as a whoele as it does about the revolution's relation
1o women,

¥ou say in your latter:

anen have played great roles in struggles not specificatly ‘wo-
men’s’ - Ihe CIQ, ¢1c. ... what is happening today is what happens
in any period where “revolution is on the agenda’ ~ womz2n are be-
coming cunscious of the great contribution they have 1o make 1o-
wards changing society... .

Yes, women do have a great contribution to make toward changing
society. Buuis whatall? | say no. It isin the struggle for their own li-
beration — as a self-conscious, self-organized force — that women can
emerge, not only as contributors 16 revolution, but as a magnificent in-
dependent force for revolution, not merely practically - in action — but
mearerfcaﬂy. And this is precisely what has been abisent Irom all previous
women's movement — and which is lacking when one talks of women hav-
ing coniributed 10 every previous revolutionary struggle. Women can,
.emerge as the theoretic torce which could transforrm and push forward
the whole revalutionary movement, This is not 10 say, by any means,
that we have' as yet come anywhere near to this point, but the search for
philosopky, for theory, is yoing on, in a self-conscious way. It's there,
and we as Marxist-Humanists must recognize it, help it 1o be heard, and
help 10 work it out. Because the oppression of women is so deeply roo-

“ied in the question of all human relations as they have been perverted
throughout history by produciton relations, there is such great potential
here for the development of a really thorough- -going critique, a new pfiilo-
sophical break-through which could not but influence the who!e course
of revolutionary development thraughout the world,

History shows that every revolution which has called itself socialist .
has betrayed women, the very women who fought 1o brmg it about, This
in itself gives fie to the assertion that any revolution has, in fact, created
a socialist society. Socialism means a truly human, free somclv, in which
each individual can be self.determining - if it is not this, it is not social-
ism and has no relation wiatever to Marx, or to Marx's philosophy of li-
beration,

Is it possible that the absence of a self-conscious women's movement
during these previvus revolutions contributed to their batrayal? | remem-
ber a story that M, told about her experiences asa woman worker in the
Communist Party in the forties. Anytime she tried {6 raise the question
of the position of womer in the Party — which was pretty awful ~ she
was told that the “solution” to the woman question could only come
after the revolution, and that women must subordinate thuir own “'griev-
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ances” 1o work for the revolution, (M, was expelled from ihe Party for
pesisting with her awn "yrievances,’) This is, by the way, exactly the
same story the C.P, told its Black merntiors. Wait until after the revoly-
tian, larlies ang Blacks, sndt you shall get pic in the sky, 11 is no accident
that the Progressive Labor Party’s position on women taday is exactly
the same as its C.P, “parent_” And the SDS Weathermen's “Ladies Aux.
iliary™ theory is bur 3 variglion on this same theme The danger of wul.
ordlinatinig women's libaration ro “the real revolution” can be seer, in
the events of Chicago, where WRAP and 5DS women wero doing really
imnortant work with the hospital workers’ strike therg — until the SRS
women abandoned the struggle for “mare important things,” i.c,, SDS
factron fights, ' .

One of the most sigmificant cantributions of the Women's Liberation

oups thus far bas been its attack an the elitist, authoritarian dead-end
of the American Lefy, Because women bear the brunt of the Left's neo-
Stalinism, they have been in the forefront in challenging this pernicious,
anti-himan, anti<philusophy. For example: the only force thay madn
itsell heard in chatlenging the totally Stalinist, undemocratic Panther-CP
conderence on Fascism was the women, At the samp time that they ex.’
Pased its authoritarian ism, they aiso exposed its real thinking on Women -~
"The position for wamen in the Movement is prone” still reigns supreme
throughout the Left, Black and white, Likewise | would suggest that wo-
men are'taking the lead in recaignizing the importance of sei.developmen
and challenying the separation of mental and manual labor, not only with.
in the whole society, but within the Leftitself, Thisisa very concrete
question for women in the Movemgna. They have always been relegated
to the minieograph machines while the men have done the “thinking,"
Wormnen, like every single oppressed groun in history, have begn told that
their minds, ideas, are worthless, Ail they.are good for is manual lalor,
Now. woman are saying No tg this, and demanding that thejr ideqs be
heard. An end to the division of menial and manual labor, the demand
that individuals be whole human beings, working with body and mind,
is such an essential part of Marx's bhilosophy, and it has been totally ig-
nored by the Left - except for the women, Of course, this ix still very
much fmpiicit in whan wumen are saying, and has not been raised to a
"universal' in any sense. But it is very much there — and we must help
to make it explicit, )

Much of the discussion on the Left about women's liberation centers
on the sllegation that 1t is 2 “bourgeois” demand, that any struggle a.

question will divide the struggle against imperialism,;

that women "cant he free until after the revolution,” erc, Of course,
this is an old and discredited excuse for the chauvinism that itis, Butit

asitle, any struggle for human liberation which is making itself felt in the
worid, {And, by the way, Luxeinburg's attempt to stamp Polish nation-
al aspirations gut of existence was one of the most important reasons
fur the failure of the Polish ravolution.) To say that no individual, Black
ar white, mate or female can be truly froe untit afrer the revolution s to
divert the revolutionary movement entiraly, Itisto ignore the historic
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and conmemporary evidence that many forces are necessary for revolution,
Lenin made this quite explicit in his writings on the Naztional Question, in
which he indicated the importance of alliances with the peasantry and the
oppressed national groups for the suceess of the Russian revolution — and
this at a time when the peasantry was generally considered the “backwater
ot cretinism™ by the Left,

To recognize that a truty self-conscious, indepandent women's move-
ment may, in this period, be a necessity for a truly human society after
revolution, may be crueial to the revolution, It is in the process of fight-
ing for freedom that people really develop, are called upon to  oxercise
their creativity, their minds, 1f we don’t recagnize that, then we might.
just as well appeint the "maximum leader” and take off to the Catskills
to form thered army! .

Perhaps some of our differences arise from the fact that | tend to see
the Women's Liberation muvement differently, seeing “official” groups
as part of a much broader movement. And, | have heen dealing with it
in terms of potential, | believe that what is being articulated by moany
groups is only the top of the iceberg; that when an idea is b2ing articu-
fated by the intellectua! ssgment of a group, it might very well mean that
"its time has come” historicslly, At the same tims, these "official” groups
have served a very important function, and they will continue to do so,
You imight nat think that picketing a Miss America contest is terribly re.
volutionary - many things aren’t when seen in a vacuum—  but that so-
called “baurgeais”’ demonstration got a hall of a lot of publicity, and
raised issues which have helped to make the movement grow. | think
that going to small group meetings has been very important for many .
women in terms of political development; it has certainly taught me a
lot af things, | simply refuse to write them off, It is extremely impor-
tant to recognize one’s own chauvinism before one can even begin to
think palitically,

Our. Flenum discussion in News & Letters in September brought out
the fact that there are many voices of women's liberation — we discussed
welfare mothers and hospita! workers specifically there. Here in Detrait, -
it appears that women in a variety of industries are beginning 1o form
caucuses to fight both the company and the unions. This is, of course,
still very much in embryo, Several newspaper articles have appeared which
indicate this might ke happening around the country. n one instance in
California, a group of women workers were out on strike and called up
the tocal women's liberation group to ask for help on the picket line,

This is tha direction, helping to link up different women, that we in News
& Letters should be taking,

Women who wark in unionized shops or industries, although they must
frequently confront their union as well as the company, are in a far bet-
ter pusition thai the majority of women workers — who are unorganized,
And it is in the service industries, where the majority of women who work
outside the home are employed, that there have been Increasingly mili-
tant struggles for uninnization, One gxample is, of course, thy massiva
Local 1199 hospital workers compalgn in New York, which was primarily
a struggle by women, and particularly Black women. The same is true of
the Cherleston strike, Here In Detroit, there Is likewise agitation going on
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in the hospitals but, unfortunately, 1he unions involved seem 1o be hip.
dering rather than heldping, ‘

From my own experiences with union drives in the restaurant indusiry,
there is incredible FaGe sinmering beneath the surface, and, once it erupls,
the women tend (o be both mare militant and bettor organizers than the
men, {1t seemed 1o me that men seemerd to drift in and oys of the sur-
vice indu:.try, whoreas women undersiood only 10a well that ihey would
elways bi there, that any joh they got would be euually appressive angd
caually fow paic.)

Ultimately, the batites for women’s liberation must be fought on the
assembly lines, in the hospitais and restaurants angd typinyg pools — whore
wemen are hrought together in greal numbers, wherg the cnemy is not
individual male X, but the institutians, the system itself which exploils
wonmen immeaSuralle, Where women havis some measure of power — the
power to withhotd their labor — collectively, At the same time, it is from
these struggles that a real comprehension of the oppression of women wili
flow, anif its relation 10 1he revolirtionary movement as g whole, This | »
doesn’t .mean that Marxist-Humanists have nothing to do except record
whit the many voices of wamuen’s libération haye 10 say. Theory comes
from the mavemens of praciice, hut it does noy stop there, We must pick
up these nuw impulses and sce how they rolute 1o the theory of revoly.
tion “'in general"’ that Marx developed and that we have mage specific by

working aut the Humanism of Marxism for our day,

BERNADETTE DEVLIN, IRISH REVOLUTIONARY, 197¢
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"FREEDOM IS SOMETHING THAT ALL OF US NEED"

Mahe! Hobsen ‘
blaek ADC mother, Welfare Rights Organization, Detroit

{Several hundred ADC muthers here have kept their children out of
schoci since Scpilember hecause they don’t have the proper clothes 10
wear, They are asking for a schoo! allowange of S76 per chila, They
have bren given S11 per child,

They have staged sit-ins and demonstrations in their attempts to have -
the alloiment increased, and have heen supported by refigious, labor
and civil rights groups. But Gov, Milliken has insisted that, althougts
e sympathizes witih their situation, the state is unable 10 help them,

Qne of the mothers who has 12 children and has been. threatened
with a 90-day j4il sentence and/or @ $50 fine il her children to not
return 12 schoo! at onee, teils her story below;)

Whan you'rq on ADC, every day is an emergency situation.

There's a pressure on us all'the time, They tell us we have to sen
our children to schoo), Bui when we send them, they send them back
home, One of iny daughters has been keeping up with her lessons from
the girl rext door, She's in the 7th grade. Their class was supposed to
have a test and she knew she could pass i1, \

She put on some jong waol pants and a heavy blouse and went o
school to take the test, In an hour she was back home. When | called
the schoo! they toldd me | could send her when she was properly dressed,
I had sent her in the best she had, . :

All this 15 having a tremendous effect on my children. They feel
they are going to get tizhind, and they worry what they will say when
they ever do got Lack to schoul, My 15 and 15 vedr olds say they
would rather got married thon uo back ta school now, My 15 year old
went to joil on her cwn during one of our demonstrations, I've had six of
of my children go to jail with me, They know what we're finhting
for, but they don't feel that they belong to their own aroup at school )
any more, . . ’

Gov. Miliken knows that any money that is allocated from’ the
state level will be matehed fram Washington, but the politiciang com.
Flain that the state would be taking too much responsibility, The
truth is that it is the responsibility of the whole society, The ones who
are really getting hurt are the children. They're being passed around
like hot potatoes from the stute to.the county and back again,

Gov. Miliken said that the $11 we got for clothes this fall will be
fellowed by another $11 in spring F the welfare rolls stay the sime,

But things are getting worse every day. The welfare rolls wil get big
ver and bigger, not smaller, They make it impossible for us 1o got off.
welfare,

A woman in this society is in a world of wrmoil.  There is no such
thing as a woman today. | don't feel like a woman anymore, | wish
some day | could wake up and fee like & woman again, | would like
1o go hack to those days,

But 1 can’t hucause there are too many problems 1o overcome, You
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have ta accapt the role ot being mah and woman.

Raising children in a society like this is turmoil, | have twelve of
them. | have to be a father to my sons and a mother 10 my deughters.
Then ) have to be a father 10 my daughters and a mother to my sons,
And this is all day long until they are old enough to be on their own,

I have never been a lazy woman, | have worked through every one
of my twelve pregnancies. Sometimes | worked two jobs, Once |
worked from 8:00 in the morning to 5:30 in the afternoon at a dry
cleaners, and fiom 7:30 to 3:30 in the morning as a bar-maid. | got
off work at 2:30 one morning and had my baby at 3:30.

I never heard of ADC until after my husband feft me and 1 had to
9o to the hospital. # left Ohic, where all my children were born, and
came to Detroit because | found out through Welfare Rights Organi- n
zation that in Michigan [ could Huy a house. In Ohio you could work
and supplement your ADC check, but in Detroit-they deduct from your
check if you work,

| moved because in Ohio | was paying $136 rent for five roOms.
There is a space law there that each chitd must have so much space,
but there just were no big places available except in the projects, And -
there is so much discrimination that it would have been four years or
more before 1 could have hoped to get in one of those,

Walfare is suppcsed 10 be a temporary thing, But ! sea'my children
falling into the same category I am in, 'm not worried about mysalf,
I’m worried about the youngsters who will have to take over tomorrow.
| know they have {o get an education to gat cut of the rut we are in
tut | sumetimes worry that if | scutfle and get them an education in
this society the way it is now, they might grow up and forget to be
human beings,

" It doesn't make s2nse, if 3 mother abandons her child and the
child is plared in a foster home, the foster mother gets $300 a year
for clothing allowance, But if a mother wants to raise her children
herself, she is expested to do it on $11 a year, They want to take my
children becsuse | refused 16 send them to school without sufficient
¢lothing,

We went downtown to see the welfare officials and they said we
could stay as long as we weren’t a nuisance, But if we weren't a nuis-
ance to them, they'd just watk by us all day long. 1've blocked doors,
That's the worst thing in the worlg according to them. The worst
thing in the world, to me, is children who don’t have enough clothes
and enough to eat. 1've had six of my children 9o to jail with me,
They know what we're fighting for, .

I started working with tha Welfare Rights Organization in 1963, 1
was one of the founders. We walked 149 miiss through Ohio and got
a coalition, and spread out from coast to coast, We are a group of wo-
men who have joined together — a group of women who know what
itis to fight, what it is to be walked on, what it is 1o be hit on the
head, Ever since the first time | spoke out at a demonstration and one
of the reporters printed our addrasses in the papers, | have been get-
ting all kinds of hate mail, 1I've been called unprintable names. One
person asked where Eichmann was now that they needed him, Ano-
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ther said { shouid be shot and my children should be gassed.

{ have been dragioed down the steps, and they made sure my hody
hit every step. | have been beaten on the head. But | didn’t turn a-
round, Because | was fighting far tomething | wanted — and it wasn't
for me, but for samehody else,

Sometimes you have 1o fight 1or somebody else before you unde:-
stand what dreedom is. You never really have it, but you recogmize
what it is by going out to fight for it for somebody else.  Yau think
about the next generation that's coming behind you, and I'm not just
thinking about my children, but my grandchildren, '

Freedom is something that all of us need, Wamen really need it,
Freedom is a beautiful thing - but as women, we will lese something
in gaining our freedom, We better know what it is we are really aim-
ing for. Fresdom isa responsibitity that you-have to he able to shout- .
der, ! know the burdens that will be on my shoulders. But | know
that [ can’t live without these burdens,

- CrmLrin

WHAT IT'S LIKE IN A SHOP

Pam N,
youhg white worker

| den’t know how many of the young women here are of middle
class background. I'm not, but | guess | thought | was, My dad’s a
working man; he's on early retirement because of physical disability —
he was in a job accident ot Great Lakes Steel, Anywzy, | went to col-
lege for a year. | decided not to continue for both financial and pali-
Ltical reasons, | decided that | wanted to work in a factory for political
reasons; but | found that, hecguse | couldn't type, this was really the
only kind of job open to me, aside from Go-Go dancing or working in a
dry cleanars. . :

Because | was a young woman without dependents, the only factory
that would hire me was a small non-union plant. s really hard for o
woman to get into any of the big factories, tike Ford's or Chevrolet's
because they have hundreds of women on call for any opening,

R | started working at a shop which makes parts for the big companies,
There are about 300 workers in this plant, About 2/3 of the workers
are women. The women do the real hard fabor, the shit jobs, The
only men that were hired in there were either foremen or young men,
some much younger than me, who were beiny trained as set-up men,
and getting paid about twice as much as | was, Also, the men digve
the hi-lo lifts which were used to move around the huge wooden
cratas, the same ¢rates | had to move around by myself,

In my plant there wera production quotas, 1'd have o put out 900
pieces of production an hour, on a machine which was 3 times as big
as me, The machines were old and very dangerous, In working them,
the women would have to put their hands under the machines. Many
wornen lost their hands, or parts of their hands, or became eripphed
because of thesa machines,
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The machines break down all the time. On my first day, | was
warking on 3 machine for 15 minutes when it fell apart and hit me.
1 reported it, and the foreman laughed at me. He came back and fixed
it using only one serew to hald it in place, although it was supposed
to have two screws, ! didn’t want to keep working that machine— but
I didnt want to lose the job right away either — so | kept working it.
L warked it for about 10 minutes more, and the part ffew off again,

You'te supposed to make an average of 800 paris an hour. But
they don't take into account the time it takes for the foreman to
close a machine town; even’ though it may take. 15 minutes for the
foreman Lo get everything checked, to make sure there are enough
parts theee, eic. ' O

The imajorily of the workers in the plant are women, but there are
no women foremen, The foremen that work with the women - and
I don’t know if this is accidentai or not — are all very good looking.

The day before | quit a young girl of 17, who was married and had
a small baby, Inst part of her finger in a machine.” This was someone
I knew personatly, but | had seen many peaple with hurt hands going
into First Aid. The day ! quit, | was asked to work a machine that
had already slipped 3 times that day. | had tc put both hands under
it. When it got to this point, | had to qiit, The thing is, | was in a
pasition where | cou/d quit, most of the other women there couldn't,

During the two months that ) worked in this plant | was working
with # Collective for women's rights. The Collective was made up of
some fiberal middle-class women whe went into this factory 10 argan-
ize working women, They nover got anywhere because they could not
accept the fuctory women os they were. They couldn’t work with
them, Here, you're working with people that are prejudiced. You
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can’t go in on top of them and try 1o preach revolution without first
unhderstanding them, digying what their whole scene is about, | quit
the Collective brtare | quit the factory.

The Collective approached things the wrong way. Like they really
tried to bring things down heavy on these women, They brought down
things like imperiatism and prepudice really heavy. Like, we're going
to awaken.you waorking class women, we're going to give you a flag
to carry, and we're going 1o tell you how o carry iv  Like, you're the
people that can make the ravolution, but we're Goning to el you how,

The first thing and the only thing the collective has done so far is
o put out a pamphlet, a great big pamphiet, supposedly on Vietnam,
In it they ran down the Black question and prejucice in something less
than three paragraphs, You can imagine how much that accomplished,

I think {'ve learned more from working in a factory than from any
collective I've ever been in, I've learned from the women, I've learned
mare by sweating it, and rapping with the other women about their
kids. I've learred about the especially unique problems that a woman
in a factory has. When you're working in a factory as 2 woman, you're
working as a.man. You-get rid of a lot of the mrejudices 1 assume you
run into in offices, where women wark as women, In the {actory thoy
don't. The woman next to You is sweating just as hard as you are,
she’s gotten just as dirty, and her hands ara just as ugly or more. She's
worked just as many hours as you. And she van't kid you 100 much
about her sweet home life, She knows better, because she's there.

U've got to ieave, but | want to 52y one thing about this mesting,
Like this whole room is really explosive, I've heen feeling it all night
| can feel about three or four different things that are going on here,
These’s the young radical women's groups here, Then there's this wo-
man, a white worker. “She came here tonight off the line. There's the
black wamen, and there's News & Letters, I really think we must listen
to cach otiier, wa must hear what each group has to offer to the whole,
That's the most important thing right now, :

LR

WOMEN IN TEACHING

A.H.8,, toacher

“Teaching is a woman's job,” pcople say, “it's so hice 1o have a
prolession in which you can mingle with little children, which gives
you the summer off and which doesn’t take 100 much effort,” Bug
thase who say this haven’t been in schools lately, haven't had to cope
with sophisticated curriculum, with aggressive children {from six 1o six.
teen), with stubborn, rigid administratars who hold their positions by
virtue of their being men - hardiy through competence or educatior.
Those people don't have to carsy papers home for evening or week.
end work: they don't have to take courses, workshops, or read current
material 10 keep up with tha demands of the job.
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{ started being a teacher thirty years 8g0. in that time [ have ac-
auiredd three deglees have been recognized in professional publications,
have written curriculum and have spoken to school groups on aspects
of education. But the highest | hive been able 1o rise in the educa-
iional hierarchy has been to thal of departmem chairman. When |
apply tor an audministrator’s job, although | have the cradentials and
am supposedd 10 have the kind of personality that works well with peo-
ple, | have always been told, "Why are you so ambitious? You don't
really want to bother with administrative details. Stick o teachmg.
Yeu young men with very litlle to recommend them hnve risen 1o su-
perior jobs, one after another, all around me,

When | applied for the job | hold now — chairman of a large de
partment in a high school ~ I was fold, “We've been looking for a man

. fer wo years, Bui, | guess we'll not be able 1w find anyone with your
experience, 0 you have the job.” | was also told that my department
had too many women in.it. | was instructed to hire more men.

) Educational literature is constantly boasting of the increase of men
in teaching positiors. Now, with the teaching shertage over, it will be
mare.and more ditficult for women to get jobs; the tendency will be:
to employ men. Men, who have been avoiding the draft, apply for
teaching jobs in the inner city. Some of these young men are bright
and are good teachers, but only for a shart period of time, They are
- hardly career teachers and their activity is peripheral Lecause they know
'thev will not be at it for very lony. Yet, administrators always say,

"Beware of the voung gir! teacher. She'll get married and pregnant be-
fore you know it,” It's true that <ome women do 0o inte eaching,
then marry and have children, But manv women come back to their
jobs shortly, Their attendance record is gond; they are conscientious
and serious. | had 1wa small children when | went back to work, | -
had 1o pay exorbitantly for child care; but in ten years | have nnver
been absent because of a child of mine having a problem or bo tng iil.
| have never missed a deadlina.

I don't want to end my career stuck in the same job, doing the
same thing year after year. | want to use my skills to grow and de.
velop. But | don't see any chance of anything except holding on to
my tenure until it's time to retire,




UNTIL OUR MINDS ARE FREE
Nasara Arabi

Since the birth of 201h century man we Americans have achjeved
perhaps the most technologically complex and advanced society in the
history of the world. What of the woman in this society? Has she
advanced as rapidly and as exiensively as “man”? No!! We, as women,
should be asking why.

Warnen in the U.S, make up a majarity of the population, yet in
the professional, scientific, and skitled occupations we are a very tiny
minority.” This is not because women don’t have the physical or mental
capability to do the work, but because of the myth that it is "man's
work™, and wemen have for 100 long accepted these views, They have
allowed themselves to become the servants of men by avcepting the
most menial tasks in the business world as wall as in the home. In-
stead of emancipating themselves they have allowed the traditional
discrimination in the home-to carry over o the olffice, ’

The housewife who is paid nothing is expecled 1o work uwelve
hours a day and then be grateful that her husband works eight hours
and condestends to support her. . Those women who try to escape from
thé house by working ot a paid job end up with two full time jobs,
hecause they soon find they're stilt doing the same amount of house.
work as well as their job, The vast majority of men refuse to do much
at home hecause “women’s work” is demeaning 1o them and because
they feel that only their jobs are hard, while their wife's job is unim-
portant and less demanding than theirs, Actually, it the truth were
told, men would not put up with the working conditions, salaries, and
amaunt of work expected that women do in their jobs. ’

Let's also éxarnine what happens when a woman goes out to look
for a job. For example, what criteria is used to judge her qualifications
ior an office job? Contrary to popular opinion she is not judged on
her inteilinance, skills, or past experience. AH that is secondary 1o .
the main qualification: her sex appeal and appearance. |f she passas
that test then her skills are considered, not Lufore, and even then if
she looks guod encugh the qualifications are stretched. How many 180
pound ugly secretaries gat hired no matter how fast they type and take
sharthand? Mo employer would admit to you, and often not even o’
himself, that he hires this way but anyone who has ever worked in the
personnel field knows this tn be true,

If a woman educates herselt to try to escape from the secretarial
and general office routine her problems have only begun. She goes
out with BA {or MA, or PhD} in hand and unléss she slicks to govern-
ment_jobs in traditionally woman oriented occupations such as teach.
ing and social wark she finds herself constantly told: “Yos, | know
vou have your degree but can you type?” The business world has no
place for & woman college graduate, In fact a male high schaot drop-
out makes more money than a female college graduate according to
one survey | read. Women are not even considered in most companies
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for management traince positions and cven when they are their promo-
1ons are much slower than those of a less capable man.

Wornen who mren't educated and who, Tor one reason or ancther,
can't or won't do office work aie in the worst position of all. The
anty things ‘ef1 are jobs a1 bare minimum wage o 1ess in sales or hos
pital work, or factory jobs 1hat pay a bit better but have really terrible
working conditions and are murh harder and lower paying than men's |
factory jobs. Thes: jubs are praciically slave labor and are the jobs
taken by the desperate who have to work and are the maosl exploited
aroup of all;  lower class women,

What can we do to wage our battle for our liberation? First of all,
we must liberate our minds from the weight of a heritage of demeaning -
ourselyes, Until our minds are free and we {eel equal to men we can-
not begin the task of changing the society we live. We must liberate
ourselves and then help our sisters to iiberate themselves so that” toge-
ther we can wear down the old and build a new world of dignity and
pride in which we can all use our abilities to their fullest extent,

PRLILrs

AWOMAN IN A “MAN'S" JOB

Mary Q.
cab driver

| work at a “man’s” job, driving a cab in New York City. To me,
it's better than sitting at a desk and shuffling someone else’s papers alk
day. When i go out in the marning there's no boss breathing down my
neck except the meter, of course. | get along fine with the other dri-
vers at the company; they know | do the 'same hard day's work and
that I'm not just hacking for "kicks”. And we get alang fine because
my boyfriend works there too, .

But out on the streets 1 have to defend myself as best | can because
_if you're a woman cabbie, you must be some kind of FREAK. All wo-
men get abuse from men on the streets; | get stared and giggled at,
pointed out, and am the object of the kind of coarse remarks which
many men consider compliments, When these men are in my cab, it
is even worse. They are all types — white, black, latinos, young, old,
hippigs, businessmen, One of my defenses is to say that | am marricd
when asked. A “no” to that gquestion must be some kind of green
light, but even the most persistent macho Is respectful of My Being
Married. | have developed a thick skin, though certain remarks just
can’t go by unanswered; a woman's freedom is so horrible a thought
10 so many men that I've felt in danger on occasion of a couple of
discussions. Often |'ve been told “my man’ must be some kind .of
1o let me be out working at “this” job, and that ) should be
home having HIS babies! However, many working women are glad to
see another woman behind the wheel. These have been my most inter-
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eiting rides lecause we have heen able 1o talk jusi as PEOPLE, and he.
cause wit face many of the same things on the job. One woman tolgd
me she felt saler, 100, hecause wonien don’t drive ke maniacs ana she
didt't bave to worry aliout anybody making a pass at her, (g sems
they miss a lot of sick Gases when prospective drivers are screened at
ihe Hack Bureau, :

Of course they didn't miss me, just because 1'm o WOMAN, | hart
1o wait for hours 10 13k to ihe psychiatrist there, evon though 1 passed
the psychoiogical exam, They don’t even bather (o give 4 driving test,
though that woutd he more to the point; | know there arp many men
who  equate virility with reckless driving, But | have to fight the myth
of the "woman driver”, Though Fve been bumped in the aity, §'ve
never even come elose to having an accident in rine years of driving
and mare than 1500 hows of hacking, But when some peaple get in
my caby imd see that i'ma young weman, thoy lock the toor, grab the

,strap, and huddie in a corner. I've even had people on the strest stop

'_Imilir_m as | went to pick them up, for the same reason, Once in heavy
traffic a man bumped me and dented his car, It was' obvivusly his
fautt and he started 10 drive on, bui whei he saw { was a woman, he
oL out of his car and starterd 1o, yell that { should iearn how 1o drive!
Howaver, .1'va beon complimented many times on my driving, espac.
istly by otber wamen, ) :

It's & rough job, but no rougher dor a woman than for a man. All
cabbies have 10 put up with air pollution, traffic; and the aencral inhu-
man mess which is called New York City. Ali cabbies see and arp part
of the ratrace called capitalism. (We have even been automated, in the
form of “hotseat” meters: we have to nay for any error.) As a driver,
i see the need for a total change all around me, every day: not just on
my own job, but in this whole dehumanized system. Bur as a woman,
1o, | believe even more that there must be a change in the most hasic
human relation, that of man to womin,

L P

CLOTHES AND WOMEN'S LIBERATION

Nancy Homer
Women's Liberation, Detrait

| dress eosually and simply, { wear jeans, shirt or swrater, short
jacket, and comfortable shoes. My feat hurt if | wear flimsy shoes,
so P usually wear boois with inch thick soles that make me feel as if
V' walking on ale. 1'd ke very comfortable, if it weren't for other
neaple,
V've iried to decide whather people arp staring at me, or whether I'm
self-consciously uncomfortable around them. Mayhe | walk #round
with 4 stowl on my face that atracts attention, or merely imagine
what's happenet to me. But I'm no daydreamer, and | have uxamples
to prove that | haven't imagined thig staring, Sometimes | look angry;
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{ ton't wrust preople on the street anymore than anyone else. Usually,
though, 1'm walking, thinking, or lnoking into store windows, at buii
dings, or a1 the street, | am seHl-conscious; I'm conscious that I'm
comiortable in my clothes; | don’t, however, feel embarrassed about
my dress, After all, 1'm not bizarre,

People have a right to look around, but | remembier a few general
rules’ ey contact shouldn't last for more than a few seconds; you
don't smile a3 il you thought a person crazy; you don’t talk ahout that
persan in front of her/him; you don't point; and you don’t make ob-
scene comments or gestires, Bui | initiate these reactions. Are people
bored or turious? Do they think I'm a hippie, lesbian, or advocate of
Unisex? Do they worry because I'm not a “lady™?

When | walk down a street Fm stared at. 1t happens every day.
People concentrate on my body instead of my face, and decide whather
it" is woman or man, It isn't good-natured; they grimace or smirk
and walk on, or-make a comment.

They complain to each ‘ather as if my clothes were a persanal af-
front, One says, 'She's a man,” Amnather, “What's she trying to
prove?” Or "These kids... you gan't teli one from the other these days.”
One basic complaint centers around not being a "lady"’. After standing
in » bank line for twenty minutes, | shifted position and turned. An old
“"gentleman’ blurted out, "ls you a LADY?" And | answered o twenty
people in the ling, “No, not a lady. A woman,”’ v

They react strongly because | don't {iv into 1heir feminine categor.
jes. My fashion type isn't Paris, Harper's Bazaar, or Vogue, secretary-
office-career, traditionatly feminine, or not especially hippie. | don't
care about fashion, - Even men are suppased 10 care, although they can
pass with being neat and clean, So | have both men and women on my
back. | should be fashionable;. i've got to be recognized as some fashion
type, and preferably as a nice girl, who wears comfortable clothes once
in @ while, but otherwise conforms to some feminine clothes pattern,
They ask me to modify: "Please grow your hair long, straight, and wear
hair ribbons, so we can recognize you as a girl whe is caught wearing
these clothes.,” Or “Please smile charmingly, so we can tell you're a
charming litthe girl,” ’ '

To comments, | either answer or nol, Obscenity is harder to take:
1t's ususlly shouted at me as | walk alone on a quiet street, | affect
some men (and it is always men} 10 such an extent that they need to
violently attack me lor it. By obscene gestures and crude wards they
teil me 1'm wrong, that they are MEN and aren’t | sorey 1'm not ore,
They never stop to think that 1 don’t want to be like them, | simply
enjoy dressing comfortobly and the way ! like. '

I have repeated too often “dressing the way | like,” but it's the
only answer for these eritics. My clothes are part of a change in atti-
tude: rea! friends accept my clothes and this change. Other Iriends
can't get past the clothing, One observad, "I can always tell when
you're angry; you .go out and buy such ugly clothes.”" (He wanied me
10 wear low-cut blousos, slinky dresses, high-heels — my feut would
die — and the rest.) He couldn't understand that { wosn't interested
in that fashion pattern and slinky dresses didn’t fit my porsonality.

60
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i do have a Persorality and | question whether or not it must be lov_v-_
cut, | responded, "My elothes may be ugly, but they're not as ugly as
yours,” 1 also gave him a calm explanation about my clothes, They
were not ugly and it was his awn prejudices that kept him from realj.
zing that,

His prejudices against my clothes are the same as society’s, A wo-
man - ¢annot dress comfortably, or the way she likes, either because
i is drummed inta her 1o dress “femininely”, or because there aren’t
more comfortable clothes in women’s departments - ona obvious ex.
amgple is women's shops,

But one must Question, in the end, why prople act with such hos-
tility towards a airl {who eansiders herself a woman) who does not con-
form to the “womanly" standards this society sets for her, One would
conclude that the only wa “ "is by her dross —
since society thinks it's s0 much more important than what she thinks,

B W rwn
THE FACTORY PITS WOMEN AGAINST E{\CH OTHER

Joanna M., tackson
black cannery worker

I wark in g factory preparing food,. Recently, tha women who make
up one of the de, ar ing and angry because the work was
slow and the nigl down. The older women were
squawking more thon the Young unmarried women, who need the money .
more because of not having husbands, The new boss lady picks fayor.
ites out of the department, so these old married woren would go to her
witl) some sob st on day shift for weeks a1 a time, in-

over the lower ones, but this ne les. One woman

who works night shift alj the time asked to 499 on the day shift for one day

in arder 10 go to court, The boss had her iake the day off instead, Ano.

ther woman, one of the best workers, also wanzed her shift changed just

for oae day, and the boss wouldn't do ft, Yet she was working some of

these married women who are all lower jn seniarity on day shift only,
There is another boss who

A friend was telfing me abiout the evening shift in her department,
There Is a stoolie girl on it who often takes the boss home, One night
when there were six or seven sarting tables and only two viorking tables,
this big stoolic boss girl, as the women cal| her, told her tabip when they
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fimshied sorting not te help the other table, Certain white women, when
Ghach womun are serting, have a way of putting all the food on their ts
Lie 3nd tese where the table is all white, so naturally the Black women
suek narder. The white women krow thisand try 1o get to the job early
angd g2t an atlowhiie 1anle, »0 someiimes this makes all the black women
wark at one tatle, That night, the table that had black women got uwvice
as much o do as the table with only white women at it. So the first 13-
oo decided 1o slow up antl take their time. WeH, this stoolie told the
Liose, and the next day thay put everyont fram that tahle on the evening
shift far the next week 100, All the women with less seniority weore pul
on the day shifl. Some of the women blew their tops. .

A tew of the woman told the man union steward how they were work-
iny some women tod much day shitt and not going by the union rules,

Me said that someane had called the union affica and reported what was
gong on, but they wouldn’t give their name, 50 the union wouldn't do
anything about @1, But the next week the day shift boss called some of
the women o come 1o work on day shift, 1tseems she was afraid of
gettingin rouble, since she knew she was reported 1o the union ang the
Aweadl lady boss, _ i ’

A fpw weeks ago, the women in one department decided what they

acetiad was a stewardess, so they went to Ihe union and the union told

_ thesn they could pick a woman from their department. They had a man
for a steward, but he could care lass about what the women's problems
ware, One diy right before the election the boss came in and told the
women to vote for the two olter women who were running, because she,
intendind 10 have the three younger women work in anather department
most of the time. Now, you and | know she had no right 10 tefl anyone

-whao o vote for She knew the women she wanted them to pick would
ne for anything she did, f she just ¢id hiif way right by them, One woman
1old me, When she told us how to vote, | told the girls no matter how
we valed, nne o the other of the older women would get it. The one
they wanted wasa du mb white woman who dobs everyhing anybody ells .
her. She hay no mind of her own. \What better person for a union to want
in. She wan, too, 1 ligured she would when | say a man steward, before
(he ebection, talking to her personally and taking her to the office for a
special talk, | told the women, a5 soon as she is educated by them into
their tactics, she still won'tdea thing 1o help anybody. And it she does,
wiee will alt have to suffer for it”" Buta few days ago | heard they had a
problem in that department, and the new stewardess wrote up a three
page grievance and came in early to see the head boss about i1, The
*dumb girl” may have fooled everyhoty!

There is a shift in pne department with only one black woman on it—
token integration, 1 call it, hocause they have six regular black women
wha do 1he same job and they could even up the score. .

Now they are working the old women against the young. On onhe
<hill they let the older women come 10 work at one time and the youny
ones 2 half hour later, and everyone gets off st the same time. | just can't
wait until someone explodes. '

| think we are all being punished for some women yoing to the union
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by nnt letting us make any money at all {or Christmas, Ever ¥ veir theie
has heen overtime work at this time of year, but this yem nothing, not
gv/enregular time, No one can make anything unless vou work iike a fonl,

. anef this [ refuse to do. ! can work fast, but not just lor the sake of being
greedy and fighting over picer work, and 1his is vihat | think 1hey vam
the people 10 da.

About the Liberation of Women - [ have bieen heaiing mase and more
abou this an the radio, and someone | know whose husband works in 3
mine s1id that one night the men were drinking in a bal and two women

. ©ame in and talked 10 them about their jobs. The next doy these same
wo women showed up at the mine employment office for jobs, They
asked for specific jobs; they didn’t want to start it the bottom and work
their way'up, The woran said the hoss 1ol them they couldn’t hire
them because thera were no separate wash rooms for women, The wormen
said they had beiter start building them because they were coming back.
My friend thought they were funny. | told her they dicn't have to be,
thdt these women probably learned the jobs during the war and felt they
could do them as well as any man,

I thought about all the secretaries who have heen nothing Lut a seere
tary all their lives, and some of them should be bosses, because they do
run the business while the besses are out. | agres that women should be
executives and bosses just like men, {f we had a woman for president the
worid would be a much better place to live in, | think, too, it a woman
does the wnsl 2.man does she should get the same wage, even if she js

.marrier!, - This :hi.’g of having a scale for men and one for women shouldn's
¢ € some women work "harder than men ang don’t get paid for t, -
It's true in offick work as well as factories; t know this (o be a fact. When
the time comes that women want (o really stung up against all the ridiey.
lous things that are pitted against them, | will walk right beside thens,

W sn
A WALL STREET JOURNAL

Susan van Gelder
temporary office worker

Rosemary came around the desk and shrieked, “Qhyl | hurt my
leg!” she haliered, There, in the middle of her thigh, was a lung, faim
seratch, i

“For the rest of the atternogn the conversation was dominated lyy
Rosemary’s wound, “You are such a klutz, Ro,” Susan, another spe.
retary, kept saying. Tony, Rosemary’s boss, offered 10 wash the
wound, Rosemary was horrified, “Nol” she erictl, “You'll give me
blood poiseningl”

“Now I'm gonna 92t @ huge black and blue,"” she complained 1o
Susan. "'l am such a klutz!"
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And on and on. Trade was slow in this large stockbroker’s office,
and Rosemary's accident was a welcome change from the more usual
torms of work-stretching and timefilling, Nevertheless, | found her
prooccupation with the little scrape, and her self-deprecation, exces-
sive and strangely {rightening,

Afthough this event took place on my second day of work, | had
alreadv seen great differences between the male role of stockbroker
and the femate role of secretary. For example, men filled idle time by
discussing the market trends and iransactions and relevant world riews, |
as weli as with banter and teasing; but the women gossipped only
about their personal lives, or telephioned fricnds, or fussed with hair
and make.up. There was a teletype machine from the Wall Streat Jour-
nal which continually provided news bulletins, but no woman except
me cver read its print-out, One woman who had been working there a
month did not even know what the machine was, although it was
clearly labelled, The clothing of these wamen seemed as i it should
be sexy: dresses were short, tight, bright, and stylish, but the overall
ef{ect was unreal and repellent, | sensed that fundamentally women

_ here were abjects, not only in the eyes of the men, but in their own
opinion as well, -

| was working in this office as'a temporary clerk. The training |
received would have been more appropriate to program a computer,
pot 1o teach i human being. “You put these letters in this blank space,”
§ wiould be told — never why. |f 1 asked another woman for the rea-
eon, usually she couid not give it, whether she had been there a long,
time or not. Very often someone would give an unfamilisr order; then,
when | was oo slow, impatiently do it himself. And that was the
end of i1, unless | demanded an explanation for future raference,
There were stock guidebooks which explained a lot of the symbols
used in ‘the clerical work, but the only way | discovered them was by
exploring people’s resks. So it appeared, in general, that the women
ware taught their jobs, and carried them out, entirely by rote,

I"disliked sitting idle, so one day | brought in a newspaper. | was
tald not 1o read it there, even if | had no work lo do. it didn't look
right, After that | would read paperbacks under the desk, or write
letters, but people gave me strange looks whenever | was absorbed in
something. One marning Susan asked me to help her. | was delighted
to be busy and warked away at it far a couple of hours, Susan sudden-
iy noticed and said, very tense, "Stop! | want you to stopl” She took
the pages | had written over to her boss, Do you sue how much'there
is? Eighi pages and that's only halft” she wined. She returned to her
cesk and told Rosemary, ”I'm getting a tamp, in 10 do this, They
must ue crazy to give me so much to do!” | was amazed, The task
would have taken one or, at most, two days of steady work,

Such attitudes, however, make sense in the context of the work.
The tinrancial world Is remota from humans and their needs; moreover,
the women have very mechanical roles to play in that world, The men
did not seem to want real people to work for them, The office had
every canvanience, from electric pencil sharpeners to automatic tele-
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phone-calling maghines, These were by no means vital 1o the functyen.
ing of the office; they were status symbaols for g hicrarchy whos high-
Ust expression might hive been robot-secrataries, Furthermore, | don’
think it vras accidenty thit men wiere the brokerg ond women the
secretaries,  Thpe e waman visiting stock hroker wis artalaguus 1o the
ane “Negro™ farmily in a smaly town,

The whole situation made the wamuen YOy insecure - as unregl nug-
nle who had tasks that were folally meaningless, This, | belicve, iy a
condition which creates that false bright sexuality [ spoke of, und the
intense adienation. and antagonism among the women, The familiar
kostility under the sickeningly-sweet conversation of all women in such
a sivation. “The girls in the office” ~ a very apt phrase, How can
they grow into real women? | don't really Enow - by getting ourt of
Wall Street and i work where their performance directly affects
the lives of people? Here, at least, “"Women's Liberation” means “peg.
Ple getting down 10 real things," .

MRy

FIGHTING THE COMPANY ANO THE UNION: .
WE DEMAND THE RIGHT To DEFINE OURSELVES ag WOMEN.

Betty Thomas Mayen
white worker and ynian activist

Recently | went to work as a vending truck driver, setvicing lood ma.
€hines in the Great Lokeps Steel complex in Ecorsa, Michigan, 1he largest
steel mifl in the state, . worked for the Automatic Retailers of America, |
one of the biygest fnod angd vending machine companies in the Couniry,
who, by the way, retain as their lawyer Clement F, Haynsworih,

I mzt and worked there with four wamen who had lnen fighting a

" lonely, ilitati ter working conditions, wo--

maotions, and upgrading for casier and better paying jobs, They began o
work tegether at first hesitantly, but then with more confidence,

ally do there - lug.
to the vending machines andt fiiling them..
Although she had trained {or the service job - to repair the michines —
the company refused 10 hire her for 1hat fob., She was advised by a 61
year old woman worker who has long years of seniority and who is a bit

ghts Commijs.
sion, which now has in its sot up the words “Sex” and "Age”, The Civil Righis
Commission decided against arded this woman
52,000 in back wages, and forced them 1o give her the service joby salany
and s1atus until the next iob opening for sarvice, a1 which time she musy .
be given 1he position,
Another young woman of mare or less middie class o igin, 28, di.
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vorced and the mother of a child, has been fighting with the company
and tha union (AFL.CIQ, Local 1064, United Catering, Restaurant,
Bar andd Hotel Union) for a service person job, and she has been denied
tho jobs By the company and blocked tyy the: union, ’

There is also a Black waman, 20 years old, who is a student, divorced,
anil has a child, She is an outspoken militant who the company is haras-
sing in an effort to force her to quit, Her audacity, deive and guts, her
insistance on being treated with respect as a Black woman, drives the
companv and the union hoys right out of 1heir trens,

The fith woman is myself, I’'m 45, married and have three children,
Tihe company “terminated” me 3 days belore my 30th day there, the
Jay which would have placed me in the union, Two of the days were my
edrned days off: on what would have been my 30th day, the company

. warked an un-authorized, casual employee {a woman) on my job. This
was a vinlation of ‘the union contract. | was advised of this by the older
wamen in our group.” She said lhat it was ilfegal and that | should fight
for my job,
. She gave me a copy of the union contract, and § went to the Local 1064
unioh president to file a grievance. He reluctantiy told me to do so. |
*filed the grievance properly as advised by my friends and cited chapter
and verse which.knocked the company and the union right on their col-
lective usses. The women who advised me felt that the company got fid
of me because | was friendly with:them,
. Subseguently, the steward was told by the Locdl 1064 presitient nhot
tn iile my grievance. The company told me that iheydid not have to
tell me why | was terminated, in fact they wouldn't even tell me if | was
terminated. At first they said | was being layed- off after fighting with
thern, they slipped and said | was fired.

| filed a charge of discrimination for reasans of my sex against the comn-
pony and the union with the Michigan Civil Rights Commission, The o-
thet woman are hanging in there giving the company and the union hell
on up-grading, bidding on better jobs, and new contract demands, etc.

We keep in touch with oné another by phone and occasional friendly
gutherings. The two cases are pending with the Michigan Civil Rights
Commission now.

What do we have here? (' betieve that women are re. defmmg themselyas
as women and demanding and fighting for betier jobs and bucking the
whcle male supremacist, oppressive, exploitative set-up of their situation,
They aie hanging together because one woman alone can be cut down,
and this they have learned.

Eldridge.Cleaver, in his book Pest-Prison-Writing and Speeches, quotes
Stokley Carmichael: "The most important aspects of struggle for Black
Power was the right to define. Black peopie have been the victims of
white America’s definitions. White people define Black people as infer-
ior, as Negroes, as niggers, as second-class citizens, .,,But now Black
people must demand the right to define themselves,”

Women, one half of humanity, yet viciously cpprassed, must also
dumand the right to defina themselves. They are learning that to fight
and struggle for better jobs, upgrading, end better pay, is not un-feminine.
In many cases, they are fighting for their damned lives. They know that
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pulling an eight hour shift and going home 10 another five or more hours
of houschald drudgery is gut rending, mind killing, and that it must cease.
‘Fhaoy are given low pay for the first and no pay for the latter. They are
Tearning thai they are more than child-bearers and resrers, household
drudges, and a piece of ass,

Yes, we are haif of bumanity — and the humanizing force in society,
The oppressed inorals are superior to that of the opprassor, and the
slave’s morals are superior 10 that of the slave master, Tho greal majori-
ty of oppressed, because they know the horror of bring oppressed, will
anly free, never oppress. We demand not only the right 1o define our-
selves aswomen, but 1o end all oppression of all people Now, and by any
means necessary. What is needed now | believe is an educating, seli-
tearning, re-defining process wiich includes the all impertant sphore of
the relationship between the sexes. Right on Ladies, Right on!

LG

THE BIAS AGAINST WOMEN RENTERS

Estelle. E,
office worker

‘As o woman and a mother who works, | have found greater discrim-

lnatmn in housing than in employment. This has not been in one city
state only. There is a ide-sprepd bias against women scnicrs from
one-parent households,
Questions such as, 'Where. is your hushand?”, "How do you sup-
port yourself?”, "Who will take care of your chlld? ", are followed by

statements such as, “We don't rent to divorcees, * "“We don't allow
smalf children,” “We don’t allow pre-teens or teens.”

Lardlords look upon women with Chlldl'l..n as bemg mcapable of
running a home without a man. And'I'm using “landlord"’ as a collec.
tive term - the women landlords are as bad as, and many times worse
than, the man landlords, bacause they rnanage with words and/or luoks
to reler to moral character,”

The fight for Women's Liberation today centers arcund white, mid-
dle-class young wemen. Without actively including black, brown, or
vellow women the fight is one-sided,

Al) rust participate 1o end the exploitation. But 1o do this it must
be understood that it will take a complete and tota! change ol socie. °
ty. Women can't be free regardless of he extent of changes concern.
ing only them, if men are not, and vice-versa.

It is absurd to think that {1)women should fight only for their own
freedom, and (2)race daesn’t make a difference because all women are
exploited,

A saciety which exploits, exploits all men, women, workurs siu-
dents, blacks, whites, browns and yellows, Only the degrees are dil-
ferent, And one person or one segment of the society can't be free
if al} are not.
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BLLACK WORKING WOMEN WILL REBEL

L.D., black student

The Llack woman OLupies A uninue position on the occupational-eco.
nomic ladder of capitalizi axploitation, That is, she is on the fowest FUrHy,
For soma strange, totally inexplicable reason she is the most exploited
member of the labor force white simullaneau‘slv encountering the least
amount of capital { a neat trick), She is the last 10 be hired and the firse
1@ he fired because of her two original sins — she had the audacity to be
born black and the Stupidity to be a woman, Yet, it is because of her ori-
ainal “sins" that she will perhaps play a leading if not baftling {to those
who consider her 10 be a sweet but dumb Aunt Jemimaj role jn the :
12structuring of Amerio:-.-.'soc’iety. She has the least to tose — tho caring
For Mrs. Crabigrass's snotty baby; and the mast to gain — Tulfillment of
her blackness and her wornanhood, Howrever, it seems apparent that the
major impetys tor the black woman's rebollion will not come from the
professional black woman, hut fram the vast working class,

Quite often the professionat black woman has it “made” in 2 material.
istic sense {discounting closed liousing, few Promotians, ete,), Alsa, she
probably has a working husband, Her immediate necds are cared for,
Her mere sense of identification with thy strugylus of the Hrack working
class woman does not match the extra thrust the working class woman
receives after o soun hone, greens, and eornbread dinner; nor the hope.
lessness, despair, and hitterness she feels as she sensas the "fyture” thiat
her children have in store, ' B

Ft is hecause of, also, her deplorabic $1.60 an hour working conditions
that shewill not in all likelihnod wair for the Great Reballion of the New
Left helore asserting herself, it s because of such hard-hitling and our.
raneous stunts as the ons pulled recently at Wayne State University thay
she will unleast her rightful fm:v. The University, in an attempi to silence
the demands ni the largely biack cafeteria workers, shifted the operation
of the cafeteria to Canteen, Inc, The.new management moved quickly,
deceitiully, and racistly, immediately, the warkers, many of whom hag
warked at the University foy as many as 15 years, were stripped of their
seniority and placed g a three month period of probation,

The bitternass of the employees at this tricky ¢
sensedd in the eafeteria, There i an extra amount
plate of spaghetti “whirled 31" the customer, 'Each dish of ice cream is
tupped by a chocolate frown, So great is this inner bitterness that it is
even directed toward black customers,

Yei, unhanpily for all the "Canteens" gnd "W,S.U,'s" in the U.S,, the
customurs are only the "displacement abjects” — the real objects will
seon be attacked, General w . sparadic vislency, and demon.
strations will perhaps, in the "70s, replace the “whirled spaghetti,” The
bress may calt the rebelling black workingclass waman wild; Newsweek
may forgive “her hehavior™ g5 being an “sutgrowth of her white woman
2wy (is the iatest craze antl may even replace her penis envy), Thno
and Moynitan will gleafully and hopefully ra|j attention to her rebellion
as furtier ovirlence af the “erumbling "Nagra’ family structure,”” "Some"’
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black domestics will privately reprimand her for spoiling a good thing,

Yet, the older black women who can rernember staving for $2 a week may

finally enperience a private sense of fulfiliment, .
WO

“WE SHALL NOT BE SOLD"

Anne Chapdelaine
white working student

Women's oppression is not only a class question but one of principle
and self-development as weil, Tieating it as strictly an economic contra-
diction ciamps the complexity of it into 1he circle of either the ome or
the factory and fails 10 take into consideration all jis perverted manifes
tations in the rest of society,

Frequently we fajl te point out and criticize examples of male chau-
vanism because we allow other things 10 snow them over and cover Them
up. For instance, when someone like Jou Namath says: "I like my
Johnie Walker red and my giris blonde”, and he likes his Cadillacs pink |
and his lamima rugs white; but it he'shoulf decide he wants his Cadillacs'
blond# and his girl pink, she better paint herself pink, because she's a

"commadity just like the rest and if she wants 10 yet paid for she had bel-
ter look right, . ’ ‘

This leads to - the problem of the double standard of morals men have
gaing for them, 11 is rot only acceptable for a man 1o slesp around out-

- side of marriage but it actually enhances his reputation, Just the o;';po-
site is true fo1 a woman: if she is rot a virgin then she is a used 1oy and
the goirg demand for wivies is that they be new 1oys,

Thete is also a different level of seM.respect for men, 11is perfecily
all right for 2 woman to take her clothes of f 10 music in & glass cage o
on a stage and 1o wiggle her ass a little, but it a man did the same thing
he would 1ok riciculous. And on this subiject it scems like a lot of peo-
ple who are supposed to be radical o ¢ extremely reaciionary, | get tired
of the low level of discussion that the topics of steippers and prostilutes
generate. “For sirippers especially, it is difficult o get a thought any deep.

= er than "if she enjoys what she’s doin , why shouldn’t she do it?”* |
might enjoy shooting smack 1o, while I'm up, but the come-down is
hard and the dife that goes with it is pretty empty. 1 is impossible o
look at siripping as an isolated act 1hat only takes jMace for 1en minutes
on stage, and not 1o recognize that there is a whole tragic Jife styic that
goes with it,

The theoretical development of the waman question s crawling atony
at a painfully slovs pace and this is tolerated {as if 10 say that since we've
waited 10,000 years for men 10 accept the fact that thete /s a vrobilem,
we may as well wait a couple thousand more until it is solved), Qe ep-
sor for this semi-stagnant development is that people fail 10 go throuyh
2 101al re-analysis an 1hings they have always 1aken for granted: and afso
hecause they fail 1o recognize that just because the uppression is subtie,
that doesn’s mean it isn't real,
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Evury economic system known to man since his origins has done its
best 10 maker women lead i dependent and abject e, First, econamically
becanse iFhas made 13 impossible for ber to compete in the market place,
and seeond, socially and psychologically because it has bound and shack-
lexd heer 09 the man's castie by making security so great a need that it
blots out the need for freedom, Wherever men have boen slaves of serls,
women have been staves of slaves and serbs of serfs, Wherever men have
Been used {or nothing but their ability 1o apply Lrute strength and mus-
cle, the women's breasts (hat nursed them Lo life have been scoroed as
waak, And whenever a man has had 1o subject himself to the most de-
pravac of acts to make a dobar, he at least knows that he did not have 10
fe50rt 1o the mast depraved of all which is the sale of his own body.

it is simple enough to see that women receive lower wages than men
in factorics and no wages ot all in the home, but we must go a step fur-
thaer and recognize that the tentacles of ecanomic oppression have reached

_far out into all types of social structures and that they have poisoned
all hope for true human refations between men and women until these
contruclictions have been solved, But they wili not be solved until we .
escolate the war against ignorance. And women will not even be on the
right track gaing the right way until they recognize anc struggle against
M manifestations of that cantradiction,

. " GO
HOW LONG MUST WE WAIT?

Mary Curey
black hospital aide .

Y got off ADC when | got the chance to get a job in a hospital here as
anaide, My first day at work was supposed to be spent ohserving and
getting acquainied with the hospital. But when the week was out, | was
still confused about what my routines were supposed to be, because there
was just so much | was expected to do. | could never seem to catch up,

Wher the hospital is short of help because of absenteeism, which is

- most of the time, those who come in are supposed to malie up the work
of those who haven't. The work [s very hard,

Right afier | hired in, | asked-an Aide who had been there longer if
there was 3 union in the hospital. She said there was supposed to have
heen a urion coming since March and that when she had hired in at $1.60
an hour, they had promised her a raise in two months. But it never came.
We aides stilt get S1.60 an hour.,

We wondered what had happened, We thought maybe the employees
had become afraid of losing their jobs, Some had been working at the
hospital for vears and were afraid thay migiit not find other jobs after
13 or 14 years, it they lost that one. We knew that unless everyone
vated together to get the union in, some employees would be thrown
out as “"troublemakers.”

The first union meeting | had a chance to attend, the union spokes.
man from Local 79 AFL-CIO sounded real good. He answered questions
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fran the floor about employee grievances and contitions of work, and
explained what the contract would offer the employoees, especiclly (n 1hoe
linc of pay-raises. Starting pay for gides would become S1.75, house
keepers $1.60, tirst and second cooks, $1.95 amd $2.15, Thiy also clis
cussed Roliday pay, double-shift work, time-and-a-half-pay when you are
caled i on your day off, and a 15 minuie colfee break for 1he alternoon,
As the union man answered the quesiions, it al sounded great, But no-
.tning has changed yer, ’

How long can we be expecied 1o ive off the low wages we are getiing
with the cost of living going up all the time? One worker said that in 1966
she was getting $1.01 an hour, Now she is getting §1.44, Al people are
entitled 1o rlignity and unity, We have 1o get 1gether and demand it,

I left ADC to take this job and my check isn't much more than when'
twazon ADC. 1 used to get $112 every Iwo weeks; at the hospital | get
$115 every 1wo weeks after decluctions  With three children and mysel
10 take care of, that doesn’t go very far.

We hape the union is one that will really represent the poor working
people und protect their rights, But we can't help wandering, The union
man that is supposed 1o be speaking for us is very well-dressed and well-
fed, He doesn’t appear te us to have any problems putting food on his
table, What we want to know is how long must we wait for a decent
salary 10 feed our families?  From Mareh 10 Oclober is just too darn
long! .

R )

THE FRUEHAUF CLERICAL WORKERS' STRIKE

Woman striker ]
reprinted from N&L, March 1970

Three hundred elerical workers, 80 per cent of them women, were
ort strike against Fruehauf Trailer in Detroit for over 6 months this
vear. The office workers elected UAW Local 889 in May of 1969,
and the company refused o negotiate a contract untif 2 vear later,
The foliowing sicry was written by a striker in March,

In recent weeks, the police have increasingly clubbed and arrested
picketing strikers and fupporters. The company's latest responses to
the pirket lines have been 1o huild a cat-walk from the parking lot to
the building so the scabs no fonger have 1o face the strikers, and to
try to get an injunction agafnst mass picketing.

Tne cops have been really brutal, They've hit several people with
their clubs, and they're always shaving the women — punching us in
the chest with their stichs.

Fruehauf has been holding out on negotiating a contract bicause
thay really don’t want us to have a union, The factory workers in
their plants are unionized — they're in the UAW — but they're men,
Most of Os clerical workers are women, Office workers have never
had a union at a Fruehauf plant,
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The company is really horrible to their employees, espacially to wo
‘men, For axaraple, my supervisor-there is a woman, She should have
been given a promotion five years ago, but they kept hiring men off
the street to take the job, The men kept quitting, so finally the com-
pany gave up trying to keep men on the job and gave it 1o her. But
'm sure she's not gatting the same salary the men got. That’s one of
the things we're demanding to have in the contract, that people be pro-
moted on-the basis of saniority and not brougtit in from the outside, '

" What happened to me, just because I'm a woman, was that | was
supposed to gei a promotion, but they wouldn't give it to me because
they sald that cince | was getting married, | wouldn’t be staying there
much tonger. This was tatally false.

Right now the company is trying to get an injunction against mass
picketing, !don't think it will hurt us as long a5 it's just against us and
not the outside peaple that have heen helping us on the like, { think
the big demonstration by Women's Liberation was really good.

I'm all for “Woman Power," When Women's Liberation first camy
down, it was in the midd!e of January, and we were all kind of down
in the dumps because it was freezing out there, and it was just the same
old faces we'd seen for two months. We were cold and disgusted, Wo.
men's Liberation came and helped move us, and gave us spirit to keep go.
ing, :

Last week there wasa rumor going around that sorme p2ople wanted
to go back to work. | don't think many felt that way. !f we want back
ta work without a contract wa'd be insane, | certainly wouldn't do it;

I’d get another job first, and ) have four years seniority there,
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EXCERPTS FROM AN UNPUBLISHED ROUGH DRAFT OF AN ESSAY,
"OuUR ORGANIZATION®, written by Raya Dunayevskaya, 1951

..OM WOMEN IN THE POST-WAR WORLD, and the OLD RADICALS

Durmg the war, women by the millions [eft the kitchen for the facto-

. The physiognomy of the labor force changed very considerably, and
wulh it, the refationships in the home. But this is by no means a completed
battle, Thr revolt of the women, which began during the war, did not
end with the end of the war, Quite the contrary, it has intensified,
is 2 datly, an hourly struggle in which the woman wants to estabhsh new
refations with her husband, with the children, with other women, and
ather men,

From all this, the radical parties were as.isolated as they are from the’
mass movement in general, But the new imprint that the women were
making in society as a whole, could not feave the parties unaffected, ard
the strugaie burst out there when the men began to return from the war
and resume their old posts, even as it did in bourgeois society, Butit
was 50 wrappad up in Marxist jargon that it was not always easy to see
that benween the party and bourgeois sotiety thire was no basic distine-
tion on this very basic question,

To get a concept of the smaller battle in the party, it is best to see it
in society as a whole first. The mass movement into the factories was
looked upon with suspicion by men in the same manner as the first move.
ment of the Negroes into industry, before the ClO: would they bring
their working conditions and standards down? And just as the Negroes
praved to be luyal fellow warkers, so did the women, Only the women
lonked at the men with suspicion, too: will these try to dominate them
in tha factory as their husbands, fathers, brothers do in the home? They -
were determined that no such thing should happen. .

When the women as human beings proved to have a class loyalty, the
men leosened up sufficientiy in thelr relations to note that in foct some-
thing new had happened on the American scene: not only the women
in factories, but even white collar women, telephone workers and such,
took to the picket line and mass worker approach. They said of the
awakaning of these new strata in the poputation: “I didn’t know they
had it in them,” -

They also didn’t know that the women workers would “have it in
them’ to come home and wish to establish new relations there, too.
There the men stopped, The woman was still expected to do all the
housawork and tzka care of the children, and stay at nome while the men
went out to play poker, The women, however, took their new role in
production seriously; they yained a new dignity and a new concept of
what their relations to their fellowmen and fellowwomen should be, and
thay refused to submit to the subordinate role in which they had been
placed in the home before they got their factory jobs, So where they
could not work out the new relations, they took to breakingup the
homes, even where it meant the woman would become the sole support
also of her chitdren,

64
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The politicians thought all that was needed 10 reestablish the stability
of the hpme was 1o give the women a few posts in the government, busi-
ness, the army, and peint with pride to the expanding American economy
and all the gadgets for the kitchen to make life easler for “the little woman,’

Not so the women, They categorically refused to remain an appendage
to the men, They wished to have not only sexual but human rejations
with them, They were out searching for a to?al reorganization of sociaty,
In that search, some women also came to the radical parties, These radi-
cal parties falled to recognize this new concrete revolutionary force in soci-
ety, but that force recognized them, for it had set up new standards by
which to judge this so-called revolutionary movement,

in that same period, at the end of the war, a fight broke out in the
Workers Party, over their failure to grow., They locked, not to the type
of propaganda they had put out which was governed by their view that
the American masses were “‘backward”, No, they looked only at the
people who had carried out the line and, since these happened to have
been women who had replaced the men in all posts where needed, it was
against them that the fight had started,

For the first time our tendency, which had never paid any attention
to struggles between members for posts, began to pay attention to this
one, For it was clear that this was not an indlvidual questmn but here
a soclal problem was involved,

* We came to the defense of the women who had occupied tha post of
city organizer which was now being contested: “What is this bourgeois
nonsense of the men returning to their posts as if the women who had
cione all the work during the war years were not genuine political lead-
ers, but just substitutes? But this new element was buried in the old
political terms: it is your political line, not the person executmg at
which brought about this mess, and stultified the party s growth,”’

Our awn use of oldf political terms, instead of seeing the emlrely new
element - that the Worman Question, in and of itself, was playing a new
role, not alone outside, but inside the organization — left us unaware of
the significance that women, Jn increasing numbers were workers, One
woman in particular had a special probtem, since she had a 12 year old
chiid and no hushand, But we paid no special attention 1o this problem
as if, to the axtent that it was not just a personal but a social problem, it
was in any case unselvable under capitalism. That is the monstrous trap
that awaits all who do not see the new ina sntuatton and we ourselves
almost f2ll into it,

What prevented us from so doing in this case was our ranks, and es-
pecially the women, First, one thing was clear. There was a new type
of responss to certain historia incidents which would stress “the affinity
of the struggle of Negroes and women in America,” The new women
members in our tendency would [isten, for example, to the relationship

-hetween the Women's Rights Movement and the Abolitionists, to the fact
that Frederick Douglass was the only one, even among the Abolitionists,
wha was willing to chair the women's meeting, as if this was something
that oceurred not in the ‘30s of the last century, but something that in
ong form or another they were encountering right now dajly, at the
bench, and in the heme,
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These historic questions assumed that contemporary coloration be-
cause of the urgency of their present revolt, What was pushing itself
outward was the intensity and totality of the approach, By continuing
her revolt daily at her home, the women were giving a new dimension

"to politics, She was by-passing the specialized organization of women
and looking for a new, a total way out. This our own women were sen-
sing by their association with their shopmates and the proletarian house-
wives in their neighborhoods,

!t was from these new social types among the masses outside that our
women were getting new impulses, They were finding their best {riends,

' morecver, not among the so-called revolutionaries on the inside, but
amongst their shopmates on the outside, If this had brought them into
conilict with the petiy-bourgeois women in the Workers Party, it reached
‘even a greater intensity when they began talking to the women in the
Secialist Workers Party, which our tendency rejoined in 1947, when it
looked as if they were at least retaining their revolutionary perspective
on the American scene, - )

Guir rank and file women first came into conflict with the women in
the SWP because some occupizad the same subordinate position that wo-
men‘did in bourgeois society: they worked to support their men, who
were “leaders” in the party, They were equally hostile, hawever, to the
women lezders in the party who tooked to them like the carcer women
in the bourgeois world, These weren't the new social types they were
meeting on the outside, wha added a new dimension to the American

, tharacter by their present revolt. Mot at all, They were women with a
“mission” -- to lead other women. The struggle was one of the rank and
file against the leaders, inale and female, .

‘The first incident came about as follows, Our ranks Yiad been talking
to their shopmates and to the neighborhood women and from them they
began to get tales of ravolt, deseribed rather broadly above, but very vi. *
vidly and ¢ongretely by these women from the outside, Cne young woman
of aur tendency stated that the Woman Question was not samething
merely historic, and she for one was not interested in the development
of matriarchal societies, but instead would like very much to talk.about
the women of today; the revolt that Is stift going on,

-When she was permitted to present her little talk, the male intellec.
tuals listened, amused, while their outstanding woman leader stated that
the only real solution was for women not to be women. This was the very
wuman wha, in electioneering , wore tight skirts, with a slit on the side,
and advised our woman comrade, who was her junior in campaigning;
“You've got to use sex,”

The mannishness of these SWP women, on the one hand, and their
mawkishness, on the other hand, was tao much, not anly for the women
in aur tendency, but the rank and file women in the SWP alsa began ta
rebel, 1t wasimpossible, they said, to bring around proletarian women
and have their leaders appear as nothing but “exceptional women,”
There was nowhere a concept of the question being a social question,
Thesa women leaders had merely reduced the whole fight to fighting for
positions in the party itselt, and aceusing all and sundry who opposed
them of “male chauvinism,” ...
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WOMEN'S LIBERATION IN CHINA

Jade
refugee from mainfand China

The Women's liberation movement in China goes back to 1919 - 1o
the May 4th Movement — when the Chinese inteliectuals introduced Wes.
tern ideas to China, They tried to reform Chinase Institutions, taking
the West as a madel, Up to that time in China a woman's position was
mueh, much lower thana man's, They could not go out socially at afl,
and most women had to stay home at all times, They had no say in any
family decisions and had no right to own groperty — this was very impor-
tent, in the country there was practice of selling girls as wives, Accor.
ding 1o the custom, at marriage, the man’s family paid a sum of money
10 the worman's family for the putchase of the bride, The famities ar-
ranged the marriage, When the bride went 10 her husband’s hoine, she
had no rights at all and had ta obey her mother-in-law in sll things,

01919, when the May movement started, the siogan was "Revolu-
tion in the Family,” They wanted to free the young generation, the
sons and daughters-in-law from the control of the parents, Women were
a strong foree in that movement, At that time, they wanted to fiberate
women to allow them to go to schoot; at that time aniy men could go to
school, Many upper class and middle class families, who were influencad
by the Wast, let their daughters 90 10 school, Among the educated clas-

" ses, the rich class, there were some intellectyual women whose situation
improved greatly, '

The movement succeeded to some extent in the big cities; but in the
country, due to the backwardness of communication and the praduction
rmethad, they were still very backward, Women there had little freedom,
especially the young women of the poor peasantry, Also, in the poor
families, when they had too many girl children, they practiced infanti-
cide on females, They thought that because women do not work in the
fields they are a burden, A poor family needs labor power, When fam.
ines come, they sometimes sl girl children in return for bags of rice
or some sweet peppers, The other family takes the child, and she works
Tor the family asa daughter-in-law, When she grows up and is of mar-
riageable ago, the family dces not have to pay a bride price for her, She
is married to the son of the family, This s called “child-bride,” and js
practiced by very poor familjes,

The Nationalists and the Communists did not do much about this dur-
ing the Civil Wat, The Natinnalists definitely didn't care 1o dg it, and the
Comrnunists gt that time had begun the Long March escaping Chiang
Kai-Shek's extermination campaign and couldn’t do anything, After the
Communists took over the country, their slogan everywhers was the
emancipation of poor men and the emarcipation of women, :

Another practice which the Communists helped to stop was that of
concubinage. When the Communists took over property from the rich
landownars, the rich were no longer able to support many concubines,
8ut in the country matty ofd ways persisted, especially among the poor,
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Daughters-in-taw are property, slaves of the family, The mother-in-law
can make her do anything, she can be beaten ot willand cannot net away
unless her own tamily will buy her back to pay ransom for her,

When the Communists took over, they instituted o new divorce law
which permitted women to divarce their husbands, This was not possi-
ble before, This occurred in 1949, 1t used 1o be that women who went
out 10 Communist meetings In the Lown would be beaten by their Fami-
ligs when they came home, Many women were kifled this way, 50 many,
This was wide spread during 1951.53,

At that time, the Communists had just taken over; they were not very
deeply rooted in the country, Thay developed their connections to the
country mare during the period of the land reform, and the women were
very active in this movement, When the Communists started the land re-
form movernent, they sent cadres into the country, They didn't know
who was with them and who was against them, It-tuok them two or
three years to develop roots in the Country.,

{ {elt very happy in 1950-51 because YOu saw 50 many women in-
volved in political activities, and women wera much more equal; they
were paid the same as men and were doing the same work as men, Thete
were many good changes during this period,

Recently | went back and read through the 'newspapers of this period,
The biggest topic in the newspaper was the new marriage law, The Com-
munists put much effort inte this; | think that by 1955, in the main, in
the country remnants of the past times were over, At that time they
published the national rules on the issuance of marciage licences, After
the old marriage laws had been abolished in 1949, there were no new
laws to replace them. So the cadres in different places made up their own
laws, They had a lot of powaer. Many of the cadres, made up of men,
were very prejudiced against women: they wouldn't do anything to help
women and made up their own marriage laws accordingly.

In oie case when a certain woman went to the cadie to ask for a di-
veree, the man cadre leader got vory mad, He told her that, if she did
ot go back to her hushand, she wouid be sentenced 1o one vear in pri-
san, ; .
In 1955, the Marriage and Divorce Law was instiluted, élung with land
reform, This was extremely Important for the women, It meant that
when a woman got a divorce she was entitled to hall her husband's land,
She could own it and control . What was interesting was that the land
that the divarced woman obltained was, of course, adjoining that of her
ex-husband. ft was often the cace that it was more efficient 1o farm the
land cooperatively with the ex-husband: but the woman was an equal
partner in this arrangemeni. Sometimes the couple even re-married; when
the woman returned to her husband's hause she was now respected and
treated as an equal, by both the men and the mother- in-law.,

Things were much, much better for women at this time, especially
for the single women - bitter than in Hong Kong and the U.S, probably.
You were respected and protected by laws, At that time there were wo-
men on all the committees, in the city and tha country. [n the country,
the peasani committeas which had the power to take land from the rich
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tandilords, had to he 1/5 to 1/4 women, by order of the Central Commir-
tee. But even 1/5 to 1/4 was hard to get, Most women were illitcrate
uce the women 1o speak up,
. This is why it was so herd in
the beginning,

When they organized the firsy stage of the Communist Party in the
Leginning of the 1920's, the leaders of the Communists were students
and intellectuals in the citie
tfid organiz

-lai’s wife, They were the first, and many of
them yot kitled, Some were trained in Russia, | thipk that this was the
organization which really did tie work prior 1o 1955,

By 1985, women were socially, economically and spiritually equal 10
men, You cannot depend on your husband as long as you earn as much .
as he, You could not stay home and be lazy; every body had {o work.
Only the older women and sick peopie stayed home as housewiyes, So
you worked in the day, and the hushand shared the housework at home,

munist China up 10 1955

the team, to the collectjv
cooperative, '

All the peasants resiste,
resisterl mo .

Great Leap X rred to industry; the
Commune Movement 1o agriculture, 1t was gerieralized in the slogan
"Three Red Banners,” one for industry, one for agriculture, one for polj.
tics, . : '

When women had ownership of land, people were organized in family
units, This was the bost time for women, With the Commune movement,
they could not even Mangae their own family affairs, When their lang
was taken away, they became like factory workers, You had to work in
tha coliective or in the commune, Conditions on the communes were
very poor; the level of matarial life was very bad. This was because the
Communist government was trying 10 squeeze out as much as they coujd
from agriculture jn order o hava prodice for expart, so they could get
industrial goods in exchange, The living standards for the peasants were
50 low that it was just like forced labor camps,

During the 1957, "Let a Hundred Flowers Bloom" periad, the Chi-
nese Cominunists followed the Russian Communists in denouncing Sta.
lin, in what was catled "De-Stalinization ™. At this time the Chinese Com-
munists asked the people to criticize the party, A woman swdent at the
university became very famous at this time for her criticisms of the Com.
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munist Party. | was told by one of her professors that she w.as very able,
She talked out and attracted many followers. She had a huge following
in Peking University. She criticized the government for being backward,
feudal, and for not being democratic, The Communist Party became
very frightened at the signs of discontent. And they attacked these
people as vightists, They said this girl student was intluenced by some
intellectuals, and she was viciously attacked.,

‘There were two very great woman writers in China ot this time, One
wais & bourgeois, very gentle woman who left China in the early fifties,
then returned to teach at Peking University, -She committed suicide dur-
ing the Rud Guards Movement because she couldn’t stand the attacks
that were baing made,

The uther writer was very tough. She was the first to write about fe-
male psychology and sexuality. One of her books was in the form of a
waman's diary, There was a big scandal about it; alt the men writers at-
tacked her. Her husband was killed by tha Nationalists, and she was im-
prisoned by them, She wasa Communist. She was also a very indepen-
dent thinker, very tough. During the “Hundred Flowers Campaign®’ she
dared to criticize the government. After that she was very much attacked.
They even tried to tnake her husband dencunce her, but he remalned

Joval, This was very rare, When the Communists attacked a persan, they
always got your husband or your family to attack you. This has caused
sa many tragedies, If the family won’t denounce the person, the entire
family may be killed. Mer husband was loyal, and the Communists at-
tacked them both, She was sent to a labor camp. .

Life is very hard now. Everything is controlled by the military. |
think Lhis has caused greater suffering for women than for men. By Com-
munist faw, the wages for men and women are equa), but all the wages
are so very low — except for thosa of the high officials and technicians,
Your salary cannot suppart a family, The salary can support only your-
self. When you get a divoree, you cannot get any money from your hus
band to help support your children, ! think that is why, with the Com-
mune Movement, it is harder to be @ woman. You have no one o help’
you; you must work and take care of children and the house. . .

On the question of women in politics. Thera is so much nepotism
now, Only the wives of leaders are given leadership positions, Mao's
wife is a good example, Although she was technically the head of the
Women's Movement, she naver did any work in the Communist Party.
She was & third-raty movte extra, She want to Yenan, the Commusnist

“capital during the Civil War, as did many other dissatisfied Nationalists,
Mac's wife and Lin Pio's wife are the only two women now In the Party
leadership. This is very degrading gnd shows that the liberation of wo-
men has by no means been rea! in China.
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PAGES FROM A SHOP DIARY

Olga Domanski
Graduate, Fisher Body Assembly Line
"*Zig Zag Spring” Department

The department was only a month otd when | hired in, The company
had never hired women in this particular plant befare, except half a dozen
Ieft from the first “shingle-cut” era,... The foreman had a reputation as
a particularly poisonous Simon Lagree, He had, zccording to the Union,
been so hated by the men that the company had felt it wiser to remove
him from the depart-nent over which he had lorded and “save™ him for
aspecial job. The s.scial job for which they were saving him was the job
of breaking in the new women's department.

In this industry, workers were considered as temporary employeess for
a period of three months, If they lasted that long without being fired or
laid-off or quitting, they acquired their coveted seniority — the anly small
measure of official protection thay had against the company...

* Qrdinarily, a newworker is hired in to work among a group of workers
who have already acquired seniority, The company tries to use each new -
employee as a "‘whip", squeezing more work out of the new hire, in the
hope that a precedent will be set that could be used as a standard for the
whote group. Sometimes it works, More often, the others, kriowing the
tenuousness of a temporary employee's position, will take the ball ftom
him, and so manlputate things that the seniority employees {who are in
a position to call the committeeman) are responsible for any slow-downs,
and tha new employee left in the clear.... )

Howsver, in our department, the ordinary situation was reversed and
the entire department was composed of naw hires. This meant that for

" three manths, the foreman could run roughshod over the department in
the knowledge that by the time the women had atquired their seniority
and could fight back on more equal. terms, the production standards
would have been sat and precedents for working conditions already well
established... . :

There was not too much need of a few older women 1o puUt us wise,
however. [t was clear to me from the first week in the shop that it is
the production setup itself, and nat some particuterly foresighted leader
with a good idea, that organizes the workers. Every girl in the depart.
ment seemed to burn inwardly waiting for the days to pass until she had
her seniority and could explode, In the washrooms in the morning, the
giris would stand in line at the three wash basins to take turns soaking

. their stiffonad hands in the steaming hot water, Everyona took comfort
in the fact that it wes the normal and not the abnormal thing to wake up
in the morning with your arms tingling and your fingers so stitf that you
had 1o pult electric light cords with your teath, Everyone joked about
it, and swapped symptoms, and comforted each other, amd made confes
slons about going home at night and bawling. Each such confession would
produce embarrassed geins, and mare |ike confessions, The solidarity
in misory was overwhelming..,,
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During the first three months, while everyone sweated out the “wait-
ing period,” the {eeling of solidarity and closeness seemed much stronger
than it did later. The girls scemed to realize the reason for it, and the
necessity of it,..and we were all tremendously grateful for it, It was com-
wion to hear one of the girls remark, | would have cracked if it hadn't
heen for the rest of the girls,” Or, “The only thing that makes this dzmn
shap bearable is the girls and how swell they are”,...
Because we were working ten hours a day, and four hours more on’
Saturday, there was an awareness on everyone's part (the girls nfien spoke
about it} that we spent far more time with each other — at least waking
time -- than we did with our own families and outside friends, And that
our relations with the people we worked with were far more important
in deciding our lives and our welfare than were our relotions with almost
‘anyone else,..,
The girls had been waging a campaign for seats. They were tempor--
arily using boxas, and during the night shift, the boxes had heen removed,
One of the girls, who happened to be feeling very sick on account of her
menstrual period that day, asked the acting foreman to get the boxes
back. He snarled a refusal, She called a committezman, But her nerves
got the bast of her, and she began to cry, called a retief girl, and started
to the rest room to compase herself, ‘As she passed his desk, the foreman
snapped at her again, and when she stopped 10 answer nim, more tear-
fully than ever, she cramped and doubled over in pain. The foreman, in
great embarrassment, turned his back and started 1o walk sway hurriediy
wihile one of the other girls nearby ran to her and haif carried her to the
rest room, The girl involved was, far from being a popular girl, ong of the
most frequent.targets for catty remaerks in the departiment, But when the
girls saw the scene between her and the foreman, they reacted as if she
-had been thelr beloved little old grandmother, and the foreman had beat-

en her with a club, The entire department was furious. They offered them. '
salves to her as witnesses that he had struck her, or that she had fainted

and he had watked away, They hissed at him and booed him when he
walked down the aisle. They cheered when the committeeman came up

and shouted, “Don’t let him get away with it” They put in call after

call for the committeernan on any grievances they could think of, They
messad up jobs, and fouled up the production schedule, and made life so
miserabla for the foreman that he finally stayed out of the depariment
entirely.... ’

Mast of the womean were married and had children, They had two
work days — first at the shop, and then at home. And thay resented
their relations 1o the men at both places,

The department, 1o begin with, was situated like a harem, Tha women
were not scattered amorg men, doing jobs side by side with them. They '
wera Isolated in one corner of the shop, In one department, They were
treated as “creatures apart” — something very special — but special in a
very negative way. The “spociatness” of our department lay in the fact
that the work we did had been recentiy raclassified by management from
heavy work to light work; this is the way management distinguished
“men’s work’" from “women's work,” 1t was apparent that the designa-
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tien had nothing whatever to do with heaviness or lightness, but only
with rate of Pay. The only reason the company had reclassified the work
was to see whether women could handle jt — a1, of course, a lower wage
rate than men had handted it in other shops, and as a matter of fact were
handling it at the same time in oth as a fact accepted by
everyone {the girls, the men, and even management) that we werg doing
men’s jobs and ware treated like men in Bvery respect ~ excopt our pay
checks, The girls rubbed it in to the foreman, the union, the men up the
ling at every opportunity,

At first, the girls were a bi

, the rest of the girls would set up a terrific rack.
et of wolf-calis, qun-buzzing, and hammer-banging until the man would
run in embarrassed tarror and the girl involved was left red-faced but
laughing,

Everywhere about them men were dning easier work ang getting high-
er pay for it, The foreman wasa man, The repairman wasa man. The
ecker were men, When visitors came to watch

ties and kept ands very clean, Som

particularly annoyed at onu of them Peering over her shoulder to watch
while she worked, she woy| er.alr qun into such a positinn

that the excess oil that shot out the back of the gun in a fine spray would
shoot directly on the spectator’s fine white shirt, They always moved;
Occasionally when too many girls were absent, the company would
hava to fill in the t i recruited from an overmanned
ns the men would seem gbsolf.
e the girls were expected to keep
becoms exhausted within an hour,

The girls would try to explain that they didn"t have seniority and
couldn’t help the position they were In, But their reaction WAS contra-
dictory, Thay knew the men werg right and kicked themselves for being
used as race-horses by the company, But they couldn't heip resent the

did less work and easier, lighter work and got paid
addition, they frequently expressed pride in the
N mon, and faster then man,
ybody knows that the harder
vau work, the less you get pald in this lify,"
When a hapiess male was shoved into a vacant fpoton the tine for 5
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day, the girls would let him suftur for 3 while in grinning silence, and then
<miting at one another would crack a joke with him and otfer some bit
of advice to make his job easier,

Most of the girls talked irecly with each other about their home prob-
lems and complained to czch other about husbands who expecied thern 1o
(o all the housework on tap of their shop jobs, They compared husbands,
how much their bushants helped them at home, husbands’ attitudes to-
ward their working, etc, In almost every case, the girls were convinced
that their husbands had easier jobs, and the bitterness of their resentment
roward “"demanding’’ mates knew no depth,

Many of the single girls got married within a year after they were hired
in, but there were a lew singte girls scattered around the department.
When any of them was overheard complaining about the shop, the fore-
tnan's favorite reply was, “Why don't you get married and get out of
here?” At this the married girls would give him a sarcastic laugh and ad-
vise the single girl, “Get married and you'll get a fife sentence in here.",

_Many of them had quit when they first got married, Then at the birth
o the first child they had found it impossible to get along on one man'’s
wages and had gone back to work, There wasa generat feeling that the
very lime when a woman should be home taking care of her family was
exactly the time when she was driven out of her home.,.that a family _
{just the thing that should have kept her at home) was the thing that
forced her back into the factory.

Many of the girls were divorcees with several kids. Their lives were not
only doubly, but triply difficult. In addition 1o the shop job and the care
of their home and kids, they had to squeeze in “'dates” and social atfairs
1o keep from going stark mad. ' .

Mast of the girls were working because they #adto, They kidded
themsalves for a while that they were only gaing to wark until the house

" was paid for, or the furniture bought or a car paid up. Buteven as they
affered forth these reasons for working, and set time limits for themssives
in tha shop, they would laugh at themselves and say, “Who'm | kidding —
It probably be here untit | coflect my pension,” All of them were deter-
mined that their children should never set foot in a factary, One girl ad-
mitted that when her daughter had said she wanted to be “just like her
maother,” she had taken her by the shoulders and shaken her,..,

There was a state law prohibiting women from working over 54 hours
a week, or ten hours in any ona day. In our shop the men had to quit
when wae did on account of the way the lines were set up, With the ex-
cessive and back-breaking overtime we got for months at a time, the men
were very open about their gratitude for our presonce in the shop and the
overtime limits we therefore imposed on the company.... . .

The girls exploited the "biolagical differences” angle to the fullest in
their attempts to have their relief periods fengthened, In most shopsa
rest period is provided morning and afternoen, and a rellef girl for emer-
gencies in between these rests, Our first foreman expressed great surprise
when asked about a rest period, said he had never heard of such a thing,

_and provided one relief girl for forty women, The union had advised the
qirls that If thay really had to go, tha company knew they would leave
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the line, relief girl or no relief gir), and their advice was to call for relief,
vait a reasonable length of time ften minutes or s0) and then inform the
foreman that you were going to leave the line if the relief girl didn’t come
immediately, A few brave souls used the routine. And when he found
out it wasn't just a bluff, the foreman would rush oves himsell and 1ake
the job if he couldn’t get a relief gird immediately. Of course, 1the normal
elimination process was generally made fmuch more difficul by the tension
and! excitement of such a fight every time you wanted relief, and in a
year and a half there were over half a dozen operations lor hemmoroids
in the depariment, all attribuied by the girls {and undoubtedly correet.
Iy} 16 the inhuman control the company exereised aver even our bowel
movements, The girls eventually became quite calloused about having 10
discuss many of the most personal and imtimate matters with the fore- -
man, and often used the crudest language they knew in un attempt 10
ernbarrass Aim,... And in time the girls 9ot more rélief girls and longer
relief periods, simply by taking them and explaining about those “cer-
tain days” if they were bawled out....

The girls scemed to feel as if the unian “owed’ them something,
They knew it was a guod thing and defended it against the company, But
they felt they weren't getting all they should fram it, The union Tought
for o year 10 adjust the rate in our department upward toward the rate
men were getting for doing the same work elsewhere, Whon they iinally
wan the case, it meant large back-pay checks for everyone, Some of the
older women got more than a hundred dollars, They accepied with thanks, .
hought the committee o bottle, but when asked by the union spokesmen
how they felt about it, said drily, "'I1's fine....but it still ="t as much as
the men are making. Whan do we get ihe rest?”
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THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT AS REASON AND AS
REVQLUTIONARY FORCE

By Raya Dunayevskaya *

Deep in the Siberian mine,
Keep your patience proud; -
The bitter 1aii shall not be lost.
The rebel thought unbowed ...
The heavy-hanging chains will fall, - )
The walls will crumble at a word;
And Freedom grect you in the light,
And brothers give you hack the sword,

As unrelated as this poem by Pushkin about the Decemberist revolt of
1825 may seem to be to the Women's Liberation Movement of aur day,
the very fact that, in 1953, the politica) prisaners in the forced fabor
camps in Vorkuta used it as their freedom song illustrates bath the uni-
versality and the individuality of liberation struggles, Clearly, the poem
celebrated not only a fight against Tsarism, What the 20th century Free-
dom Fighters aspired to, in fighting also against Communism, was not a
return to the old, but a reaching out for a totally new dimension.

It was this asplration, not only for a particular type of freedom, but
tor tolal liberation, that enunciated a new stage of the consclousness of
freedom, It is in this sensa that the American woman has suddenly begun
speaking of her enslavement, All the talk about the American women as
“the freest in the world" has not, and will not, stop their feeling chained,
thelr concept of liberation as something a great deal more than simply
‘not belng o chattel slave, and having the vote, Their point is that so long
as they are objects (even where that means an ohject of iove), they are
not truly free, They refuse to stand up and shout “hurrah” for such type
of "love,” They demand to be whale human beings,

Ever since the myth of Eve giving Adam the apple was created, women
have been presanted as devils or as angels, but definitely not as human
beings. Only one philosopher, Hegel, related the myth, not to sin, but
to knowledge, No doubt the concept of knowledge Is en improvement
on the concept of sin, but that hardly takes issue with why woman is
blamed for the expulsion from Faradise, in literature, we seem to have
been found guilty ever since, The portrayal of women in our day as eith-
er dumb blonds or devils keeps up to date the male chauvinist myth,

Let us begin with Greece, not only as the birthplace of Western Civili-
2ation, but the birthplace of the tragic drama, Take the Oresteia, the
greatest tritogy in dramatic fiterature. Until tairly recently, | seam to haye
seen nothlng male chauvinistic about Athena’s speech, 1am sure | am not
the only ore, The pursuit of the turies, after Orestes murdered his mo-

*Rayn Dunayevskaya, author-of Marxism and Freadom, incorporated

in this lecture given to the Ethicat Culture Soclety, Philadelphia, Aprit 26,
1970, some of tha polnts the had made in her talks with WRAP, Chicago
University, Aprit 1869, and with a group of the Women's Libseration Coa-
litlon, Datrait, July 1970,
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ther for having murdered his father, is so unrelonting that the audience
is happy when Athena pronounces him not guilty:

So for Orestes shall this vote be cast,

No mother gave me birth, and I ali things
Save marriage |, my father’s child indeed,
With all my heart commend the masculine,
Wherefore | shall not hold of higher worth
A woman who was killed because she killed
Her wedded lord and master of her home,
Upan an equal vote Qrestes wins,

Litcrature and History: The Black Dimension

All history being contemporery history, we cannot help but look at
the same drama with eyes of today, with the consciousness of today's
Womcen's Liberation Movement, This time, when | watched the drama —
in Ypsilanti where we tried to recreate the Greek tragedies and comedies
ina [more or less} genuine Greek theatre with a Greek director and
Judith Anderson as Clyternnestra — 1 was saying to myself: Well, what
do you know, here Is Athena telling us that since she sprang full-grown
from the forehead of Zeus, it seems that a mother is nothing but a recep-
tacle for the seed of the man and that, therefore, Orestes has not reafly
committerl the greatest crime on earth in murdering his mother, Though
the words are spoken by a woman, it is a typically male chzuvinlstic
speach, What | am trying to $ay [s that this awareness is what the Women's
Liberatlon Movement of today has brought 1o today’s feminism,

Whather we are talking of the women characters in Graek tragedy —
Ciytemnestra, Medea, Electra — or whether we look at Shakespeare's
‘Lady Macbeth or that korriblé creature in King Lear — Goneril — orwe '
corne down to the 20th century, ba it Eugene O'Neill's Mourning Becomes
Electra or Jean-Paul Sartre’s The Flies, dramatists seem to be doing no-
thing but updating these characters, The whole point is that literature,
even at its greatest, reflects the male-dominated sociaty under which we
live, which, in turn, affects all of us, women Inctuded, We will not escape
male chauvinjstic speeches coming aut of our mouths untit we tear this
alienated society up by its roots,

As against the myths of either pre-history or literature, the history of
tha struggles of women for freedom show women in 2 very different light,
This Is especiaily clear in the US, where the black dimension became a
catalyst for |iberation long before the Women's Liberation movement of
today. It arose during the Abolitionist movemant, when the Sojourner
Truths and the Harriet Tubmans were speakers, "“generals”, leaders, while
the white women wera still, mainly the ones who arrangad the picnjcs,
raised tho money and In every way were subordinate to the ma's Abolj-
tlonist leaders, When tha white middis-class women saw the black women
balny and acting as leadars of the Undergraund Raiiway, the white women
decided to be mare than handmaidens, The “Suffragutte’ movement
arose out of the Abolitionist Movement,
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HARRIET TUBMAN LUCY STONE SOJOURNER TRUTH

For some peculiar reason, ot their very tirst convention in 1848, the
wornen still telt a man should function as chairman of their meetings,
They soon found out that, though the Abolitionist Movement was by far
the most advanced movement of the time, it nevertheless held many pre-’
judices on the question of vvomen, The men Aholitionists, who were
giviny their tives to end slavery, nevertheless refused to chair the meeting
of the women, The only one whe consented was Frederick Qouglass,

{In fairnass to the founder of Aholitionism, it should be said that when
the Anti-Slavery Conference in England refused 1o seat the American
women delegates, forcing them to sit in the balcony, Wm. Lloyd Garrison,
who was supposed to give the main speech to the Conference, refused 1o
do so. Ha sat with the women in the gallery, as & protest,)

So long as they were related to both the black and the praletarian woe
men, the Suffragettes, even though they were middle-class women, went
very far in fighting for more than just rights for themselves, But after the
abolition of slavery, Susan B. Anthony and Lucretiz Mott end all the mid-
die-class women who continued the long bitter fight, nevertheless showed
a narrowing of the struggle along class lines, When they finally did get
the vote, it was far removed from what the proletarian women needed and
were dolng, This separation along class lines has not stoppad, so that to-
day we must face those degrading TV commercials that try to sell us the
idea that the hard-tought battle for equality has been met bv our nght to
wear mini-skirts {at least untit fashion dictators tell us otherwise) and
having “our own** brand of cigarettes!

Asagainst the past, all of the past, including some of the revolution-
ary past, and the women who made it in a man's world, taday's Women's
Liberation Movement not only refuses to stop short of total freedom, but
refuses to wait for “'the day after’ the revolution to ohbtain it. On the
cantrary, she will be part of that historle process of making freedom real
Tor all,

‘rhe Newness of Today's Women's Liberation Movement
Tha unlquenass of the WLM is seen also in this, that even the women

in the revolutionary movnment are saying: "We are not waiting for to-
morrow to get our freedom, We're beginning the struggle today. We are

78

4898




nol leaving it to the men comrades to gain freedom “for’ us, We're strug-
gling for it ourselves, We refuse to subordinate it 1o another movement:
the WLM itself is a revolutionary force toward total liberation for ali, The
very emergence of an independent WLM is proof of the validity of its in-
dependent existence, That wasn't created from above; it wasn't built by
men, not even by male revolutionaries; it won't fold up so that a politj.
calf party, as some ‘general will, should be pre-eminent,”

And | should add that, in distinction to my generation whose eim was
to be “just like men" (since they seemed to be having alf the privileges),
the new gencration of “feminists” ta not wish to be "just like men,” The
young women feel that men, 100, are alicnated beings, and they want to
be whole human beings, Having seen revolutions as great as the Russian
Revolution go sour, and the Chinese revolution — or Cuban, for that
matter — remain incompleted, they have addcd to their sense of world
revolution that it be not only against the old exploitative system, but
3im fora totally new society on ti'uly human foundations,

Put differently, they do not consider the relationship of woman to man
to bea “private matter” either before or the day of or the day after the
revolution, Precisely becausa it bad been dealt with s a private matter,
it was easy to play the game of waiting till “"the day after.” [¢ we are to
begin that literation struggle today -- and that's what the women have
kegun in the past few vears — the relationship of man to woman cannot
be treated as a private matter, as if it were only a question of husband
and wife, or mothar and child, or single girl to parents, That is.only one
more way to make women feel isolated and helpless, Once there isa Wo-
men's Liberation Movement, the whoie atmosphere of the country chan.

“ges, so that even wheie it is a question of establishing personal relations
with sweetheart or husband, with father of brother, your don‘t feel slone
any longer, just as you don‘t feet alone when you fight tor the right to

have sbortions, =~ . : :
Coliectivity and individuality have become inseparable not merely

because after you have had your fight at home, you can come 10 the WL
meeting and hear of others’ struggles, but because of the heightened con-
sciousness which makas you see, be it man or woman, that he or she “Is
only individualized through the process of history," 1

| am sorry 1o criticize the organization before which 1'm speaking —
I do appreciate your inviting me to speak on Women's Liberation, But
it shocked me to hear that you still uss the word "auxiliary* — Women's
Auxiliary of the Ethical Cultural Society, Women are not “auxiliaries,”
As you saw, the historical origin af the Women's Liberation Movernent,

i1) Although the Grundrisse as 8 whole has not been translated into Eng-
lish to this day, the passages bath on individualization through history
and Marx's view of woman in primitive communism, which differ sharp-
ly from Engel's oceur in the section that has been published under the
title Pre-Capitalist Economic Formations, See especially pages 85,91,96,
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even when it centered around getting the vota, was born in opposition to
being mere auxiliaries to the Abolitionist Movement, Taday, as we shall
see later, it is far, far Leyond the politicat struggles for vote or property
rights. When | spoke to the Women's Liberation group at Chicago Uni.
versity, they presented me with statistics about how few women are pro-
fessors, the restrictions on prometions, etc,, etc, Women workers are '
presenting their demands, 1t is clear that the struggle will not stop until
there will be total liberation,

What is involved now is a whole new philosophy. Where Hegel had
maoved the myth of Adam and Eve from the theology of sin to the sphere
of knawledge, Maix looked at history as a development of labor, and,
thergfore, of the need of a towally new way of life, a philosophy of liber-
ation he called the new Humanism, In his early Humanist essays, he Lept
reiterating that so long as we talk only about different property forms,
we will never get to new human relaticns, least of all the relationship of
man 1o woman, Private property, Marx insisted, has made us so stupid
that we think only of possessions, We are constantly substituting a
10 have'* for a "to be,” Buz the abolition of private property would
not, alone, bring about a new society, as the vulgar communists thought;
this Marx insisted, oilly "“negates the personality of man,'* not 1o mention
the most fundamental of all reiations, that'of man to woman,-

It is this type of totally new relations that many in the Women's Lib-
‘cration Movement are aspiring to, There are many different varieties of
groups, from the so-called grandmother of thern all — the National Organ-
ization of Women IN.O.W.!, which is directed 1o the professional women —
through WRAP which was concerned not merely with the status of women
in acpdemia but with actuai class struggles {especially those that regard
women hospital workers and their demand for a nursary for working mo*
thers), to the Women's Liberation Coalition of Michigan that retains the
decentralized small group nuclei, | am mostly concerned with those in
Detroit who have issued this pomphlet, Notes on Womern's Liberation —
We Speak in Many Voices, which has black and white and Chicana, both
proletarian and students — and who do not separate “culture from a
total philosophy, The many voices include the apolitical as well as the
Marxist-Humanist, but the latter are a minarity, defiberately a minority
among the many voices. | would like to read to you two of the pieces
by black women contributors, One Ethel Dunbar, criticises the white
woman; . :

Men have run this werld out by organizing it into a hate-society,
Tuoday that is why white women can't sit down to discuss with

black wamen about women's problems, White men have taught
them for so long that they are better than black women; that it
keeps coming cut all the time, | was at a discussion several weaks
ago on the question of women's rights...  where one white woman,
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an oid politico, said she had just lett a caucus in her union which

had been discussing the problems of wamen in the shop, The gucs-

tion came up of white women fighting for higher pay, bccause

even black men were getting higher wages than white women,

Being o black woman, it made me angry to have it put that way,

because it sounded as though white women thought they shouid

make maore than black men, Black men do hard, bard work, And

there is something wrong with that whole way of thinking.,, White

women have to make sure that they do not Ict white men mix up
their thinking,

The ather black worker was concerned, instcad, with the fact that
tlack women workers “are so busy with other fights around the job and
rocial discrimination, and they feel these are more important to do first.
But really they should all go along together, hecause they are all in the
same vein. | am fighting for someone who is a woman as well as black:
te me it is ihe same fight... | am divorced and it's hard to be alone.

But | have enough to do without taking an any more projects, and men
ara projects,” - -t

To try to deny that men are "projects,” to fecl so self-conscious about
womean being "apolitical” (and because of that “"backward™) that you, think
preoccupation with' male chauvinism is to the detriment of “socialist pali.
tics" leads, of necessity, to degrading the very concept of revolutionary
sacizlism to a variety of reformism, "a radical feminism commensurate
with the reformists’ political sophistication and efficacy,”2  tn conciu-
sian, therefore, 1 wish to turn ta a eriticism of the *Left,” old and new,
and 1o do so from the vantage point of Marx’s Humanism,

Marx's blumgnism and Today's Marxists

It is not orly the young Marx who had demonstrated the decrepit state
of espitalism both through explaitation of laber and through an analysis
of the five senses in the aljenated state that exploitative society imposes
onthem: "In place of alf the physical and spiritual senses, there is the
sense of passession, which is the alienation of all these senses,” Fragmen-
tation of the individual would continue, the mature Marx of the Grun-
drisse states, 50 long as we do not reunite man as doer and man as thin.
ker, Indeed, insotar as the ensiavement of women is concerned, it oc-
curred within communal society itself before the institution of slavery,
Furthermare, the free, unpaid labor of wife and child continued fter

{2) Most of thequotes that follow are from Claire Moriarty's article in
""On Women's Liberation,” New Palitics, Spring 1970, However, I'm
actually taking issue with the whole Left, old and new~ Stalinists, Mao-
ists, Trotskyists, independent socialists, It just happans that Claire Mor-
iarty has expressed these politicos’ views best,

a1
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the abolition of chattel slavery,

Marx’s whale point is thal nothing, nothing short of a new *therough.
going Naturalism or Humanism,” that is to say, the self-development of
men and women {and, for that matter, children, for we all live and suffer
from living in what Marx called the “provhistory” of humanity}, the recon-
stitution of being as a laboring, thirking, passionate, whole hurnan being
signifies a new society, Thus the abolition of private capitalism is but
the “first negation.” This too must be transcended for “only by the
transcendence of this mediation {communism)... does there arise positive
Humanism, beginning from itself,”3

As we have shown, thisis not only the yaung Marx [1842), but the
Marx of the Grundrisse {1857). indeed, it it Marx at his highest point
of activity {thearetically, in Capital; practically and politically, in the
Paris Commune) and all the way until his death In 1883,  The ferishism
that Marx Iifts off from the cemmaodity-farm is not only for purposes of
showing that what appears in the market as an aqual exchange of things
is, in reality, an exploitative relationship of capital to labor at the point
of production, It is also, and above all, to demonstrate that “the fantas-
tic appearance is true, This is what human relations have become in
class society, labor has become reified, made into a thing as if labor were
119 more than an extension of the machine, Therefore the otd nust be
everthrown, root and branch -- jts “ideology”” (false conscivusness) as
well as its exploitation,

Instead of either grasping the link of continuity of today's strivings
with that which Marx saw emerging, or listening “to new veices, today's
"Marxists” themselves are the best examples of Marx's concept of idzol
gy as false consciousness, They look upon themselves as *the leaders,"
or at least the politicos who can offer "' rational reassessment of femine. -
ist ideology,” and tonk down ueon today's new women rebels as “apaliti.
cal,” as if politics were the equivalent of a philosophy of liberation, They
are insensitive to the distrust the rebels entertain toward them because
they cannot conceive that the Women's Liberation Movement has & paint
when it considers the politicos as no more than stiil anather group that
wishes to transform them into mere auxiliaries of other movements,
Whether they are asked merely to form a “Committee to Support the
Socialist Workers Party Candidates,” or they are invited *'to build a ja.
bor party,” their disgust is the same. They are sure they are being used,
when someane like Claire Mariarty rushes to the wrong conclusions that
“Just as the ‘Negro problem’ is, in reality a white problem, chauvinism
should be the concern of men,”

{3) Marx's now famous Economic-Philasophic Manuscripts, 1844, have
undergone many English translations, 1'm quoting my own which ap-
peared as Appendix A in Marxim and Freedom,
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ROSA LUXEMBURG AS A SCHOO LGIRL

The truth is tha exact opposite. While socialists were busy proclaiming
the impaossibility for Negroes to solve the “Negro problem® “by them-
selves,” the blacks proceeded te croate their own independent mass move-
ment, It is not lzbor or "sacialism® which acted as catalyst for both the
antl-war movement and, indeed, gave birth 10 a whole new generation of
revolutionaries, but the black revolution which was both catalyst and rea-
son, and continues to be thay ceaseless movement today, To hold that
the women rebels are now to consider male chauvinism “the concern of
man"* may sound as thunderous as Simone de Bouvoir's .!_»‘econd Sex {it
is she who proclaimed it early and loudest}, and may produce a few more
women who have made it in a man's world, But the movement was crea-
ted, not by her, but b‘y‘ these ""apolitical” women who took matters into
their own hands, :
The whoale attitude of today's “Marxists” to Women'; Liberation is
not helping, but endangering the movement fust when itis trying to over-
come its o,.vn' empiricism and distrust of ideclogues and is beginning 1o
search for theory, for a tota! phitosophy that is a vaay of life in search of
other life forces of liberation who wauld Jook to be whole men as they
fook 1o be whoie women, Communists, Socialists, Trotskyists, Maoists

“and even Fidelistas cannat, after all, hide the fact that, despite the count-
less revolutionary women, and many martyrs, there has been one, only
one, waman who has served not only as revolutionary muscle but revo-
{utionary theoretician — Rosa Luxemburg.

We need theureticlans who can face today’s problems, It is true that
women theoreticlans can be “created” neither via isalation from men, nor
by spending all their time denouncing male chauvinism, But why be so
fearful of "axcessas” on the quastion of fighting male chauvinism, and why
be so eager a baaver in getting women “to participate” in the working out
of "politicat strategy** that you are led to plunge into assinine assertion?
Thus Claire Moriarty writes so glowingly of technology that it would ap-
pear it kas indeed "'eliminated* nothing short of the "inconvenience of
pregrancy” 11 Naturally she didn‘t mean the absurdity that lonse phras
ing makes it sound, But how could she have slipped inte such bizarre
axpressions?

The answer lies deap In the recesses of the concept of the backwar-
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ness of the apolitical women, So weighted down is she by this elitist con-
cept that she is fed inexorably to vulgarize Marx’'s greatest discovery: His-
torical Mazerialism, She so sharply separates the ideal from the material
that she can write: "Given our position as historlcal materialists, we
‘understand that changes in consciousness do not precede but accompany
institutional change, hence, it is relatively frujtless fur women to attempt
to combat male chauvinism,”

There, the cat finally is out of the bag. Along with the concept of the
backwardness of the apolitical women is the concept of the immobility
of the males from their dominant position, Poor Marx! To all the vul
garization tha bourgeoisie attributes to his discovery of histurical mater-
ialism, we now have an independent socialist blaming that historic dis-

* covery for making it “relatively fruitless for women to attempt to oombat
male chauvinism™l  ° .

Materlal conditions, it is true, determine consciousness, not vice versa,
as we look at a historical stretch of the deveiopment of mankind through
history, History is process, is dialectics, Every unit is invested with its
opposite. The futurs is inherent in the present. The opponent forces to
the existing society not only fight it, but gain the consciousness both

" about the significance of their fiyht and an intimation of a direction to- -

" ward that future. Othenwise Marx would never have been able to work
out a philosophy of revolution; we would have remained the une-dimen-
sional men and women Herbert Marcuse thinks we are,

The dialectic, even in the bourgeols idealist Hegel’s concept, was a
great voyage of discovery for all because it let us see the antagonistic du-
ality of opposing forces living in the same nation, country, world, Hegel's
gemus saw  that the very process of laboring produced, in the slave, a

""mind of his own.”” Marx expressed thls more concretaly and compre-
hensively when he said the very alienation of the laborer produces "a
quest for universality.” 1f that were not so, humanity might as well wait
for the moon 1o visit earthl

Campare the confining walls built by todav s Marxists wnh the vision

. of Marx who could describe wealth in the future in the Grundrisse:

When the narrow bourgeols form has been pealed away, what is
wealth, if not the universality ot needs, capacities, enfoyments,
productive powers, etc, of individuals, produced in universal ex-
change? What, if not the ful) development of human control over
the forces of nature — those of his own nature as well as thoss of
so-called “native’"? What, if not the absolute elaboration of his
creative dispotitions, without any preconditions other than ante-
cedent historical evolution which makes the totality of this evo-
lution— i.e, the evofution of all human powers as such, unmeasured
by any praviously established yardstick — an end in itself? What
Is this, if not & situation where man does not reproduce himsalf in
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any determined form, but produces his totality? Where he does not
seek to remain something formed by the past, but i5 in the absolute
movement of becoming?

The unigquaness of today’s Women's Liberation Movement is that it
dares 10 challenge what is, including the mate chauvinism not only under
capitalism but within the revoluticnary movement itself and/ speaking
even with female voices, To fear to expose this male chauvinism leads to
helplessness. To face reality, and to face it not through sheer voluntarism,
but with full awareness of all the forces lined up against us, is the one way
to assure the coalescence with other revolutionary forces, especiatly lobor
which is so strategically placed in production and has its own black dimen-
sion, No doubt we will not fully evercome male chauvinism so long as
class society exists. ‘But we can and will break up its monolithism, We
can and will witness the development of  women themezlves not only
as force but as reason, We can and will be a catalyst not only for our
development as all-round huraan beings, but also for that of men, The
first step in that direction is to meet the challenge as it appasrs, every-
where it appears, any time it rears its head, under no matter whot dis-
guises, The first act of liberation is to demand back our own heads,
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KARL MARX ON WOMEN

Excerpts from; “"PRIVATE PROPERTY AND COMMUNISM"

"Private propei ty has made us so stupid and one-sided that any kind
of object is ours only when we have it, i.e., when it exists for us as capi-
tal, or when we possess it directly — eat it, drink it, wear it, live in i1, ete. —
in short, use .. : - -

“The relation of private property rermains the refation of the commun:
ity to the world of things, Finally, this movement of counterpasing uni-
versal private property 1o private property is expressed in the animat form
that marriage [which, of course, isa form of exclusive private yiropertyl
is counterposed to having wamen in comman. Merice the woman becomes
communal and common property, We might say that this idea of commu:
nal women expresses the secret of this quite vulgar and unthinking com-
munisin,,,

“The secret of the relationship of man to man finds its unambiguous,
definitive, open, obvious expression in the relationship of man to waman,
and in this way, the direct, natural relationship hetween the sexes, The
direct, natural-necassary relationship of man to man is the refationship
of man to woman, : :

'

“Brivate properly is only the sensuous expressian of the fact that man
at one and the same time hecomes objective for himse!f, becomes an atien
and inhuman object... The positive transcendence of private property,

i.e, the sensucus appropriation of human essence and living, of material
things created by and for man is 1o be conceived not only in the sense of
direct, ong.sided enjoyment, nor only in the sense of possession, a sense
af having. Man appropriates himself as an all-sided essence in all-sided
way: hence, asa whole man, Each of his human relations to the world—
seeing, hearing, smell, taste, feeling, thought, perception, experience,
wishing activity, loving — in short all organs of his individuality, like the
argans which exist directly in the form of communal organs, are in their
objective relabion of in their relation to the object, the appropriaton of
it. The appropriation of human actuality, its relation to the object, is
the affirmation of human actuality...”

~From Marx's 1844 " Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts”
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-ixcarpts im locture proesented Lo WHAP
at University of Chicago, April, 1969
%y Raya Dunayevskaya v

THE NEED FOR A UNITY OF THEORY AND FRACTICE

I am glad to be able to speak to this specific Women's Liberation group
because you have been involved in & gsit-in which was related to the fact that
acadenla treets its women members as second-class citigens — it is truly amaz-
ing to read the actual statisties as to how fow women are professors, the ra-
strictions on promotion, snd so oni and because you are presently involved in
an actunl elass struggle, both with women hospital workers and a demand for a
nursery for working women. This has distinguished you from other groups who
have not made these essentlal distinétions as to class and immediate struggle,
but have gone on to fight for such a fantastic thing as lengthening of hours of
work so that career women should not be barred from executive Jobs.

I want to begin very fundamentally, first with a Marxist-Humanist frame-
work, and second with a historic framework =~ and history not only as past, tut
a5 preSent, Marx had written, in the Early Humanist Essays* that private propert:
has made us so stupid that we think only of possgessions, An object is.ours if :
we eat it, or drink it, or ccnsume it, Wo are constantly substituting a "to have"
== & possession, for & "to be" ww g development of man himgelf, Marx was speak-
ing not only against capitalist private property, but against vhat he called -
vulgar communism, which, he said, hegates the personality of man, se» . Today,
I would like %o concentrate on the esgay on the five genses, because when Marx
- was gpeuking about the reducticn of all cur senses to cne single one, ho gtatsd
that the most fundemental of all relations, that of man to woman, is the one

that is the most degraded..,

' Marx had showm, through the senseg, insteazd of just the relztions of
expleitation, and through the besic relation of man to woman, how degraded,
allenated and frustrated this capitalist socisty is, It is reflested in liter~
ature, from the greatest on dowm, In cur soclety, a woman is either a dumb
blonde or a devil, She can't evor be seen as a human beings And the devils
soem to have won out, Thers my have been a Joan of Are, tut she supposedly
listened to spirits and therefore she wasn't really an individual, she waz Just
Suppuged to be & dumb peasant girl: From the Greeks on ~- and the. Greeks are -
supposed to be the beginning of our Western civilization —- whetner it is Medea
or Fiscira or Clytemnestra; or whether it is Shakespeare's lady BagBoth, or .
that horrille creature in Lear, Goneril; or for that metter even Bugene 0'Neillis
"Mourning Beoomes Electra" and Sartre's similer theme == none sould ever
escape the picture of Eleotre and Medea whom the writers of cach sopch updated
to their present, 4And I don't know that "Who's Afrdad of Virginia Wolff" is
any imporvement, There is & long list not only of exploitation, but of the
myths it ereatead that this is what woman is. Simone de Bouveir's - "The Second
. Sex" 18 a very degrading book. Much of it is tesed on the fact that since the
man does the entry, that's why women have always cepitulated, TYet it ends up
by saying that gince men mede weman so bad, they will have to save us. scs

Instead of either the myth of pre-history, or its literature up to the
Prosent, if we return to sctual history, we will see a very different develop-
ment of weman, and her role in socdety, And if you think that the ocolor hlack
has become the determinant only now, with the revolution of the 60's in Amsrdca,
You are wreng. It arcse in the Abo%tionist movement, When the Sojourner

.
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Truths and the Harrist Tulmans came to the movement, the white women, whose hearts
wers in the right placs, were still Just cooking and making pionics and ruising
money -~ which is necessary, but that isn's all that women cen do. Whan they

saw the black women standing up and speaking and acting as leaders of the Under-
ground Railway, the white women said » Why aren’t we doing something more than

Just cooking?

‘ So that the first movement ~= not the one that is famous in the late
19t century, the suffragettos, but the movement of the early 15th century during
the 1830's and 1B40's «~ was the movement where the women said, since we are for
the abolitien of slavery, maybe we should also fight for our own freedom; we
have absolutely no rights, It was not Just a questien of the right te vote.

Just as tho Negro woman was & catalyst for the white women's liberation in Ameriea,
the Regro man also showed a vanguard relationship to the movement.

For some peculiar resson, the very first convention of the women in
1848, which had already decided to fight for universal suffrage, still felt a
ran should be chairmsn, And gvan though the Abolitionist wovement was by far
the most advanced movement of the time, 1t npvertheless had reny prejudicez on
the question of the women, All of the Abolitionists, who were giving their lives
to end slavery, when esked to chair the mesting of the women, gaid this is where
We stop «= there is s 1limit to how much freedom we are for, The only one who
: bo their chaitman was Fredariek Douglags -= though
.. 18! "B ivery Conference in England refused
% seat the Amerdcan women delegates, and foroed them to sit in the balcony, lm,
Lloyd Garrison who was sppposed to give. the main speech to the Conference refusod
and sat 4n the gallery with the women as & protest, .

Evan though thsy were middle~class women » S0 long as they were related
% both the black and the proleterian women, they went very far in fighting for .
more than just rights for themselves, But after the abolition of tlavary;

Sisan B, Anthony ané Incretia Mott and all the women from the petty-bourgeois
class suffered from their geparatlon aleng ¢lass lines., When they finally did
get the vote, .it was far removed from what the proletarian women needed and were
doing, - * There were not many among the middle class women who worked for things
like laws againsgt chiid labor, lower hours, oqual wages for women doing the same
work,  And this separation along class lines has continued to this day. We

end up with degrading TV commericals that tell us, after all these years we have
our froedom, What's the freedom? Wearing mini skirts and having Sur own clgar-
Gttag tag

: Harx insisted thet no matter how free we think we are, we shouldn't
fool ourselves that the ideas of the ruling class aren't the ideas of socisty
and ne motter how hard we work, there will be certain taints that we carry with
us, At lexkt wo should begin talking about them more and realizing what we are
actually practicing, ) .

There are some Women's Liberation groups 8o far removad from the working
women that in Detroit they were trying to abolish some freedoms women had alrsedy
won, to show they had "equality”, The working women fought many hard and long
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bettles to get the reduction of the working day, and laws to prevent them from
having to pick up hesvy losds in the factory, For a woman to think that squality
means you have to repeal these lews is absolutely fantagtic, It takes & bourgeocis
mentality to think that you all have %o do the same thing to ba equal., The
Russian and Chinese states have made everyone into heyd laborers, I don't think
that is freedom for the davelopment of women.

We happen to have in Dotroit cne of the best women labor leaders in
the country, Myra Wolfgang, the head of the waltresses wnion. She came out with
a bitter statement against these women =— and it is ridiculous for college atu-
dents to put her in the positicn of neading to fight them as "rsprosentatives”
of what workers have always had to fight against., She said they must have never
done a single day's work in their lives oz they would never have come out with
such demands, Did they realize how herd wouen had worked for that law? For
these middle=-class students te initiate this showed how far removed they were from
the real problems of the world, of Iabores,s

Lwant to return to history =~ specifically the Paris Commune ~- on
two levels: in fact, and in theory, Docause this i what I'm trying to show:
that you must work on concrete fronts, tut ir strugpgling for concrata thingse-
vhether it is self-determination for the blackssor better working conditions, -
or the youth movement itsell -~ that cannot he all that you do, If you cut
yourself off from theory, you cut yourself off from the central point necessary

at this point to make the preparation for actual wevolution, .

The Parls Commune was the greatest point of self-liberation reached
durdng Marx's time. It was, in fact, the first workers® stats, but because it
lasted enly two months, we know only the Russien Revolution as the "workers® sinte”.
How many know thet the cpecific catalyst ‘on the day the Paris Cormune began, were -
the nilkmaids in Pards? It was because they had to be out zo blasted early,
that they saw the preparations to move in the troops,. How many know that the
theory of Marx(which was the wmity of theory end practice) meant that Capitsl .
was restructured on the tasis of the Givil War in the UsSey ard the Paris Commune?

Let me road you the section {rom Marxism and Freedom ( p.95): .
' "~ " On March 18 (1871), the soldiers vers orderd bty s Thiers, the head
. of the reacticnary governmwent, to transport the cannon of Faris to Versailles.
The millmaids, who were on the stroets bofore dawn, saw what wes afoot and thwart-
&d the treachercus plans of the reacticnary governmant., They swrrounded the
soldiers and prevented them from carxying out Thiers' orders, Althobgh the men
had not yet come into the streets on this early morning, and although the women
wers not armed, they held their wwn, As in avery real peoples' revolution, new
strata of the pepulation were awakensd, This time it was the women, who were to
act first, Wien reveille was sounded, all of Paris was in the streets, Thiers':
sples bterely escaped with the information that it was impossible to inform on who
the leaders of the uprising were, since the entirve repulation was involved," sas

If Marxism is the unity of theory and practice =~ in both the theory
and the actual actions =~ because Marx ¢id try' to be a participant in all the
revolutions of his day -- how does it happen that those who were Marxists and
tried to follow the conecept of freedom, found women being circumsoribed as the
"mugele” and not the “"reason"? And most important, why did the women acospt it?
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) - There are countlegs women who have besn active In the revolutionary
movement, But what I want to take up is the woman in the revolutionary mevemant
insofar as she didn't develop theory, let us take, for oxample, Vera Zssulitch..
She, with Pleihanov and ahead of Ienin, was ene of the first to found Merxism 4n
Russia. Moreover, she was the only one who had direct correspondence with Harx
himself, His letter to her was one of the lagt lettors he wrote, It was on the
most critical question that remains crucial for our day: what happens to & tmok-
ward country (in that cese, Rursia) = must it wait on the advanced country to
have & revelution? Marx's snswer was not if 4ts revolution can be sccomplished
With, or inspire cne in, an advanced cowntry., Here wo have a case of Marx pre-

+ dioting the possibility of & Russian Revolirtion zhead of both 1917 and 1905 and
Leon. Trotsky, What, however, did Zasulitch do with this letter, other than
ase 1t in the fight with the Marodniks (Populists), who ware saying that Russis
would first have to go through capitalism, and capitalism wasn't coming to Russie,
£o0 they would have to have their revelution through the mir (the village commme,
& ralic of the past), In a word, Zasulitch, like all the other grezt Russian
revolutionaries -- and Russia is full of very brave revolutionardes, from Vers
Fingor (who got rid of Tsars thrcugh tarrorism) on ~~ all were great on.activism
Tt not on theo v Or even interest in it, :

' The only exseption was Rosa- Luxemburg, Unfortunately, on all theoretical
questlons she tackled, when they oppossd Marx -- the theory of accusmlation,

the Hational Question == she was wrong, and therdorse, not really any "medel". Fut -
she was great both as a revolutionary, and as an original thinker. - And to realize
that she, too, had to degrade herself to get along with the male revolutionaries
hag much to say about male chauvrinism, & bourgeols trait, which has sesped. into.
the movement as well, ) :

Sha told the. storyof 2 certain Congress to whick she was present in 1907,
She was vory active, and elso very angry, becauss the Second International sesmed
50 Wrong on two questions especially, What s now called the 1505 ravolution
wasn't evan put on the agenda of the 1907 Congress, but Luxemburg at least wanted
two additions to the resolutions the” Congress was passing, She wanted the In-
tematiopal to be very spacific on what they were for 1 against imperialist war
and for revolution, Therefore, she said, should an imperialist war occcur the
International should call on worksrs to disobey their govermments and twm their
s on their own officers, The other thing she wanted was the recognition of the
genoral strike as an actual preliminary to vevolution, The only ones who were
with her were Lenin and Trotsky -- nobody from the German Party, and by that =
time everybody wes aroused that she had dar«l to oriticize the big ldaders.

: She was quite exhausted by the tims the Congress was cver, and wondered
how she would ever got to the train -- end che decided she would have to take ad-
vantags of tha faot that she was a woman in order to get all the men who had been
epeakting against her to "love" her because she was wezk and needed somebody to
carry her bags, Sure encugh, after going through the whole rigamarcle, all the
Ren oomrades acked to carry her bags, She wrote & letter to Louise Kautgky de=
seribing the whole incident, It ig degrading to think that a womsn would have to
do such a thing, ...

She was the only woman rovoluticnary who was both motivist and
sericus theoreticien, thouph her theories were wrong ¢ One thing she understood
well was that if theory and reality don t Jibe, thers will bw no successful
revolution,,, ) . : _
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The greatost need of Women's Liberation, as I see it, is the greatest
nead of the riovement as a whola == the working out of & philosoply of rovolution
for our time, which means theoretical preparation, As an indication of where
to lock, lot me cite two examples of "pure "theory: Hegel's statemant that
"self-datormination in which alone the idea is im to hoar itsolf spoak™; ard
the Hegelian-Marxian concept of wnity of theory and practice.

Hegel's olatement about | gelf-dotermination relstive to idess, on
a level where it refers to self-determination of naticna, revolutionaries seom to
undersiard very well. But when it comes to women, whetier it be the question of
leadership roles in the movement itself, or women working out the theoreticel

i:tmda‘tion Tor their own movement, it is largely ipnored, Yet that is whers to
gin, ' . :

The Hegelian-Marxian concept of unity of theory and practice, the de-
cizive question for our whdle epoch, whether it concerns the bluck revelution, the
youth revolt, labor, women's groupings, any cne country, or the whole world ==
s what has to bo worked out. T would like to 4nvite you to read Marxism and
Freodom because this form of unity of theory and practice and theory sgain for .
the future tock up “women” ‘without ever being concerned with the "Woman Question®
‘ag guch, You have heerd alresdy the seotion on' the milkmaides of Pards and the
Paris-Commine -~ and will fird a great deal on the role of the theorstician Rosaz
Luxemburg — and the new, now going much, much furtherssss -




