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COUNTER-REVOLUTION AND REVQLUTION IN EVERY CORNER
OF THE GLOBE:t WHAT CAN WE DO?

Introduction: When Philosophy and Liberation Get Separatsd

S0 extreme, gloval, intense is every strugzle in the crisiz-vidden
world we inhabit that, whether 1t is so elementary a question as secondary
school edueation in Detroit, or so complex a guestion as the five-way
bloody struzgle in Portugal, we cannot but focus on the death and 1life
agpects of counter-revolution and revolution,

Thus, (1)} 21 years after the U.S. Supreme Court declared that thexe
1s no such thing as "separate but equal,” a Detroit Federal District Judge
named DeMasclo has just declared that segregated education is "quality" edu-
cation! As if that were not retrogressive cnough a step for a white Distzict
Judge to make, Detrolt's Black Mayor Young {who certainly not only "knows
better," but was involved in many of the civil rights and labor struggles
where his life wos on the line) has turned so mealy-mouthed that he's barely
distlinguishable from thait white racist. ) Co

Thus, (2) in Portugal, where the Socialist Party began courageously

enough first in the revolutlon against fascism, and then against Communist

- dominance over the preletariat, it is now, in the North, hardly distinguish~
able from the Catholic hierarchy--and the iacists, In faet, the other day
the Soclalists and Haolsts marched togethor to Communist-led tnion head-
quarters, peliing it with stones. As if that weren't enough, the Soclalisis
formed "Commitiees" and, with pre-arrauged najoritles, barged into meetings,
voting down everything that the day before was voied for by Comnuniszt-lsd
trade uniona. ; o ) ’

Fow wherc did they learn that? From the Ci.mmunlsts? Or from the
Maolsts with whom, not so surprisingly as it may sound at first, they are
-now funetloning? That is not so0 surorising, because Maolsts colleborate
with any and all who oppose Russia, be it Social Democrats in Portusal;
capitalist class rulers in West Eurcpe that Mao now calls "Sacond World,"
as if that could hide their class nature; or with Mobutuism in Zalre and
.Angola, U.S, imperialism, NATO, tho PLO, or the Shah of Iran. They even
trade with South Afrlca. In & word, there 1s but one condition: being
against Russia, That Russla 1s no doubt doing the same thing does not
make China "“revolutionary," L '

.~ Thexe 1s (3) no end to what abysmal depths hypocrisy has sunk
during these countor-revelutionary times. Ever-new facets keep appearing,
The latest occurred in Bangladesh, Having murdered Sheik Mu]ib and his en-
tlre family, the murdorers buried him with “full honors." Or so the new
rulers announced. The self-declared presldent--Ahmed--then dubbed the
counter-revelution a revolutlon, first calling Bangladsch oo IZlamic Re-
public of Bangladesh, thon denying the theocratic designetion but praciicling
it nevertheless. %Yhether or not Pakistan {(with Mao laughing all the way io
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the next round of clasz compromises) had anything to do with that coup, 1t
certainly was no revolution., It does, however, change alignments on that
sub-continent, GCovernmont by assassination has replaced politics of
double cross.

Or: {4) not many have excoeded the Shah of Izan as enpire bulldor,
but Jot us not forget that the tentacles of U.3. imperialism are by no means
only in Panana where it is at its rawest, but the multinationals, as the U.S.
governnent, *™everywhere, Europe keeps talking, rightly, of American indus-
trial helotry there, but the truth is that one—third of the U.5.'s quad-
rupled foreign trade this pasti decade 1s in the American sphere, and don't
think that Canada is the only viciim. The unvarnished truth is tha* American
surplus in Tatin America i1s no less than $1.2 billion, The Shah's militaxry
bulld-up should not let anyone think India is Yonly" totalitarian, since
Indira has assumed totalitarian powcx, Indiz possesses by far the largest
land, sea and air forees of any Indian Ocean littoral power, With the total
number of armed forces numbering more than 1.1 million (including border
securlty foress), the Indian Army of 830,000 soldiers is saild to be the
fifth largest in tho world, ’

. Last year, when we traced a good deal of the Shah's new.riches and
new anblilons, we couldn't have dealt with what he daily adds to that list.
For example, when you now hesr of Dhofar, where rebellicn agalnst the Sultan
of Oman has been going on for nearly a decedo, do you see the Shah? Well,
he sent in his troops againat the Comaunist-backed rebels--and, for the moment,
it is "quiet" in Dhofar, as it is in.Afghanistan, where the Shah has.been
aiding that Comnunist-backed "revoluticon" of yesteryear to get from under
Russia’s sphore of influence, ' o

Finally--but again, only for the moment--his latest brainstorm is
for a trilatexal “security" idea for' Iran, South Africa and Australla--for
'the Perslan Guif? Red Sea? Indian Ocean? and on, and on, and on. Not that
he' can be sure of all that long a 1life, even thoush he has now. acquired a
"friendshlp" which stretched 211 the way to Washington D.C., where the Mao-
- ists were shouting slogann against Dayan as “fascist and calling for “Zion-
ists (read: Russia) out of Iran," "Israel out of Sritren." (And just in
case slogans need to be changed, the leailet continued: "Follow the tactical
"’ leadership”!l) : C

In a word, so concrote has the dlalectic-~that avery unit contains
its opposite within itself--become, that rothing, absolutely nothing can be
done to stop the counter-revolutionary direction once philosophy of libera-
tlon and actual revplution becomp sepnrate and theery and practlce move.
millenla apert. And becauso that 1s so, no form of organlzatlon--~be it
Party, or Guerrills focos, Workers' Councils, or Rovolutionary Committee,
nuch less the state--can give action & revolutionary direction unless it is
grounded, deeply swounded, in philososhy. )

Only when organlzatlon of thouzht and organization of masses
from the Peris Commune on, both as s:lf-organization and as historic-philo-
sophic continuum, are ono, can wo uedtorsehen, advance, from this crisis-
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ridden world to & total revolution in human relatlons. How can we know
whera Portugel ia going when none has raised a revolutlionary bannerrthat
fuses the philosophy of liberatlon and its practice as a single unit?

This becomes our precccupation today as wWe try to unravel the end=-
less contradictlons in the objective world and set our tagks for 1975-76.

_PART I

The Mew York Times has sent lis maln pundit, James Reston, to
Latin America. Reston is worried over the time-consuming detente confer-
ences and Middle East shuttle, not that he disagrees with that imperlal
globtal view, but because his goed journalist's nose smells possible explo-
slon whers least expected--Panama. '

Thus he 1s caught in the paradox of holding. that Kissinger's
policies are "correct in theory and wrong in practice." The truth,.howevex,
{5 that they arc wrong in practice because they are wrong in theoxy; impex-
talist thoory calls for imperialist practice. As far as Latin America is
concerned, there has been no fundamental change ih- policy for 150 years,
when the Honroe Doctrine first appropriated Latin America as its "sphere
of incluenca.". Ir the specific case of Panana, the' unvarnished, 100 psrcent
pure 19th-century imperialism, when predatory conguistadores~-not just
Spanish, but U.S., U.8. especlally--forcod upon victims land-grabbing pacis

"in perpotuity,” still holds. . ‘

It is this, and not the question of how auch time Kissinger spends
in Iatin America, which has produced the latest crlsls, for by now guerrllla
warfare against the U.S. cannot be ruled out since nothing elsc has worked.
The thing that is new is that by now the stench of U.3. 1mperialism‘through-

out Iatin-dmerics is so strong, thexe are so many global.crises, that Presi-
dent Echeverria of Hexico thinks he can step into the cauldron. He goes,
rot to the masses, hut to Cuba, which is where. Reston is. :

The Mexican students whom Echeverria massacred, tne Hoxican workers
and peasants whom ho is explolting, may not recognize that ruler as of tho
poor, exploited "Third World," but the Mexican rulers are busy on that tour
to prasent themsolves as "reprasentative” of that "revolutionary woxld,"
This they "prove” by proposing that the next UN General Sccretary to replace
Valdheim be one from the "Third World." However, slnce that is only for the
"future," thexe ls, in the meantlnme, 2 lot of empty rhotoric about "new
sconomic world order'--sgain, ostablished not by the messes, but the Third
Yorld following the oil billionalres of the . poor-rich "Fourth World,"”

: In any case, the Arab Middle East was precccupied with but onc
thing~-proposing the expulsion of Taracl from the UN, for which they wero
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sure they had a “"majority” when Amin convened the Organization of African
Unity and asked them +o follow thelr Arab brethren who had already voted
for it, DPut thoy were temvorarily stopped by Egypt, that first wants to
get Sinai back., The latest Arab rhetoric {8-29-75) at Peru 1s that Israel
should nover have boon created--so the UN is equally at fault and “they”
will set it right. The maneuvering will no doubt continue.

The UM Assembly this year will surely be an interesting circus io
observe, Unfortunately, the so-called "New Left" will likewise "partici-
pate” without ever asking itself what, exactly; is the UN? Has it ever teen
anything other than a version of the League of Nations which Lenin had long,
long ago characterized as a “ihieves' kitchen"? 4ill the Hiddle East king~
dows and/or Palostinlan terrorists chengo its class natura? Is that dacido;
on whether Anin is granted along with the kingdoms, emirates, sultanates,
the Shah of Iran, and the PLO, the "vote" to expol Israel from that body,
as they had read it out from UNESCO which led tc the denunclation by many
celentists and intellectusls from the Left, including Jean-Paul Sartre?

Mora importantly, agdin and again, what 15 its class nature--and ite philo~
sophy? .

That.must be the ground for analyzing and scting upon every subjeet,
. Yho but. us, in 1960, during the UN's imperialist intervention in the Congo
and Hobutu's (who was ‘then the derling of the CIA) murdexr of Patrice Lumunla,
had written tha: following in Nationalism, Communisn. Marxist-Humanism and thﬂ
Afro—Asian Rovolutionst

"Hooted in thls United Nations interventilon was a new'form oi
struggle between the two nuclear titans, the Soviet. Union and
,the United States, Lumumba had asked for UN aid because he
thought he could use both-Russia and the United States to
meintain independence. 3ut bafore-he could nake use, he was
usad...

"At & time when the weary Anerican intellectual has beonh so

brain-washed both by the Cold War and the threat of nuclear

wer betweon America. and Russia, that he declaims 'The End of
Idzolony,' the world that is fighting for its freedom at the
cost of its very 1ife--hfrica-—is charged wlth the dynamisn

of ldeas...

"At a time when the African revolutlons are red:awing the mapn
‘of the world, the arrogance of white clvilizatlon shows. itself
not only in thoe ruling class but amongst many Westorn social-

i5to. .. .

"Wa-cannot inow in which direction these African leaders wiil
turn in the critical 1960s, We do know that thelr serious
concorn with ths theoretleal foundations for the building or
e new soclety hes no parallel in the intellectual leadsrs of
tthoa Wost,'! Our opoch is a 'birth-time of history' and the
contribution of tho Africansto thought as well as to revelu-
tions is an integral rart of the reconatruotlon of socliety
on nev beglnnings,"
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What o distance backward the Mew Left has travelled when, ir placc
of that birth-time of history, it is now playing up everyone from the Middle
East oll barons to Arafat* and Amin. And don't, dear New Left, try to cover
that up by quoting ilac rather than Amin. If even we dared forget that Mao
has just called out 10,000 troops te put down rebeliious workers in Hangchow
#who have such “bourseois (i) habits" as wanting %o improve thelr conditions
of labor and their miserly wages; and if even we took the side of China as
if 1t really wers "revolutionary"--in any case, when compared to Russia’s
state~capitalism-~we would still have to answer the question, what new is
Mao now bringing into the struzgle against the West and for the world revo-
lutionary movement anywhere--be 1t Angola, where Black is killing Black de-
pending where they stand on the Sino-Soviet conflict in Africa**, or Portugnl.
or FATO, not excluding the still-favored-in-China Hixon?

Poople have forgotten that Mao's famous expression, "the Bast Wind
is prevailing over the Hest ind," meant not so much China as Russia; Russiz
wag winning the battle over U.S. imperialism and over its techmology with iis
own Sputnik, It was said in 1957, It was said in Moscow, It was sald in
celebration of Russia's Revolution. It was seld after liac convinced Xhrush-
chev (who dldn't need much convincing) to send the tanks to put down the
Hungerian Revolution, And it was said when Khrushchev had given Mao the
inpression that he would share the atomic secret with him, fox which he gok
" Meo's "undying friendship." So the Sputnik that made so great an impact on
the Middle Bast that it quickly forgot what Fanon dldn't forget--the counter-
revolutionary act of destroying a proletarian rovolution in Bast Europe--uas
not the main attraction for Mao,

* The Portugucse Minlster of Economy, Vasco Almelda {vho has come to Lis-
bori for instructions to hold him until Nov. 11 when full independence is .
achieved in Angola) reported that (1) the Haolst “"National Liberation Front”
in Angola has this week (8-24-75) acquired Hirage jets and Chinese pilots to
fly themj-the plancs sxre already at the Portuguese air base at Negaege; south
of Carmona, Clecariy, (2} the "Balkanization" is already going on. As agalush
Luanda, controlled by the Communist-backed liberation front, orders from Lu-
ande are no longer obeyed, He also reported that proceeds of coffee sales nc
longer go to .the Contral Bankp trading is done directly with neighboring coun-
tries; food has Leen cut off from Luanda. Getting involved also im Namible
whither white refugees are fleeing, strongthening South Africal '

The tragedy is that it is not the Sino-Soviet conflict that:is suffering
from this, but the Africans, This will by no moans be resolved as of Nov, 11,
How long, how long will such murdorous Sino-Soviet "factionalisms” go on &t
the oxpense of that vrlch Afriean homeland which has suffered 500 ycars of
Portuguese colonialismi . :

bl Anyone who thinks that today's (B-26-75) so-called "non-aligned nations"
embrace of Arafat changes the picture should remember the Rabat conferonce.
And please don't forget thet the so-callcd "Arab molidarity"” among oll barons
hag never extonded to xrevenue sharing,




But onee Khrushehev didn't offer Mao the atomic sccrot on a silver
platter and, 2t the same time, did not consider Mao's "Great Leap Forward”
25 the way to skip soclalism directly into Communism, then, and only then,
did the ground begin to be laid for what soon became the Sino-Soviet con-
flict., It is this Sino-Soviet conflict that is also giving Hest Burope §l-
lusions, illusions that China is feeding, as if both economic criscs con
b3 regelved and freecdom from the two super-powWers can be gainod by align-
Ing with it.

None of these capitalist crises, when they are "resolved” capitei-
istically, do more than postpone the dateline of new revolutions, at which
time the caplitalists hurry to engineer new counter-revolutions., A% the mo-
ment, none are more worrled than the very ones who pressured the U.3. to go
to Helsinki by having accepted Brezhnev's call for a Buropean security
council ai a timc when America was still resisting the siren call. Now
that they--France and Cermany--"won" and realized that the only differonce
between this "wvictory" and the Yalta defeat ig that they wore present this
time, whoreas at Yalta they weron's, the critlcal post-World Wax II junc-
tures and dependence’ on the U.S. are .showing up glaringly. o

Thust (1) Yest Zurope in MATO is interforing more directly and
vigorously against the Communists in Portugal than is the U.S. It is not
for detente's purposes that Brezhnev did not directly attack the U.S. In-
stoad, it singled out China, on the one hand, and West Europe 2nd NATO on
the other, - It was not “Defense"” Secretary Schlzsinger,: but: Charcellor
Helmut Schmidt of HWost Germany who had openly calléd for -using "any means"
to assure that Portugal does not go Communist and must bocome a reliable
NATO member, For difforent reasons both West Cermnny and France know that
NATO remains Eurove's only guarantce against Russia. i

Thust (2) France is, at one and the same tire, playing two.tunes:
1% is depending totally on the Social Democrats to put pressure, through
support of the Soelallst Paxty in Portuzal, to fight against the Communists,
At the same tlme, it is sending out trial balloons.as to whether i1t couldn't

" make a more.or lesa clean break with the U.8. :

To this end, Le Monde hes glven-a whole page to .an article by the
former Minister of Housing, Albin Chaladon,.to expound his position on "Eur-
ope Without a Rudder" (Lo Honde in the Manchester Guardian, 8-16-75).. Firs:,
he tries to show that the U.S. "scems psychologically debilitated” and that
nothing oxlsts for it but "the Big-Two-Power balance. Everything is subor-
dinated to thls end, including the two Powers' behavier towards Western Eur-
ope." Then he plays up the emergsnce of "Third World nationalists who- passcd
from the defonsive to the offensive"aftor the October 1973 Middie Fast war
during the 1974 "estexn hysteria over OPEQ's quadrupling of oll prices,

The grand conclusion Ls "regionalism," which evidontly bocomes glo-
bal by preceding it with tho word, "world.” Thus we get the emergence of
"world reglong.” Those "world rezions" are open, new contacts with Europe's
former empiresl "The world noeds Buropo to define a new power balance,"
says Le Monde, as ovon China rocognizas, Then follows another clincher:
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"Tatin Amevica is finding in its European past a counterweight to the ubl-
quitous Americans."” In a word, Europe without a rudder could allcgedly
gain a rudder now that supposedly even Africa and the Arab countrics are
turning towards Sumone, Affirmation of 1ts Europsan relationship and iis
soliderity with 1ts Arab neighbors is perhaps the only way to escape Big
Power influcncc;"

Yhntever mrand 1llusions inhere in this concept of Europe {zeads

France) gaining a rudder through "world regions' and shaking off the super
powers by itself becoming one, the point is the crises are so all-pervasive
that everyone iz trying to shake loose from old alliances in every which wRy.
But are they really? And, what 1s more important, can now alignments among '
sapitallsts, even when they are dubbed by ilao as "Second World," resolve
contradictions, fecd the masses, mueh less let destiny zet back into their
hands? The truth, the fact that nover, never changes except in a proletar-
jan rovolution, is the continued produection by workors and appropriation
by those who control production, whother that be the newly-dubbed “Second
Horld" or oven in "revolutionary" China. .

Let's see if anyihing, anything at all has changed this year. The
" B0 million who were oither starving or severcly malnourlshed in the poor-
poor Third Jorld and Fourth--isia, and Africa, and the Middle East-~that
weve reported on at the UN conference in Rome, are where they were last
year--starving and severocly malnoursihed. - ‘ : ’

Lét's move from the poorest lands to the richest--the USA, It is
here wo wish to stay, for the class enemy 1s always at home, It 1s here
where the revolutlonary force is elso, but we cannot move forward unless we
Imow the covunter-revolutionary force we must face, the biggest in the world,
the most militaristic, the most nuclearly-armed, the mightiost.

We're supposed to be "bottoming out” of the recession. The train-
less head of the brainless Brain Trust, Arthur Burns of the Federal Reserve
Board, claims that the recovery is so "broad based” that- we need not worry
‘overly much of any double-digit inflation. And, of course, he always has
"figures" to prove his point. As & pragmatic spets of facts, facts, facts,
he has been collecting figures ever since the Depression for the groatest
bourgeois theorlsht of cyclical deprussion, ‘lesley littchell, who has-been
studying the crisls of capitalism-cver since World War I.

Tho latest rocession started back in Novomber of 1973 and sup-
posedly “touched botton” in Mey, 1975, From a peak of 127.5--taking 1957
as 100--industrial production slid to 109.6, i.e., 1#.1 percent. Or, if
you wish to talk about industriasl production in dollar terms {and then it
is measured against 1958 dollars), then the GNP in the fourth quarter of
1973 fell from 2 pesk of $845.7 billion to $779.4 billion in June 1975,
a drop of 7.8 percent. (I'm sure they will have mors figures to show why
one set shows & 14,1 percent drop and the othep a 7.8 poreent drop.)
But since that doos not concern tho workers, whorﬁoing the work of producing,
let's get to the cruclal point--uncmployment. .
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Now that we have supposedly bottomed out, these spets don't even
bother to claim that unemployment #1ll be reduced more than a mere one per-
cent from the present "average" of 8.4 rercont. Even this miserly differenc:
doasn't end the Braintrusters' confusions. It turns out that the Labor Do-
rartmont survey of households was supposed to show that there has been a
rise from March to July of 1.2 million workors employed. However, busincgs-
men have thelr own (and naturally, more accurate) way of showing how many
arc enployed--the payroll, And thoy have shown that there has bsen no
such inecrease since March of 1,2 million. In fact, the increase is so tri-
fliry that 1t's weil below Mareh. Where are those 1.2 million increascd
in the employcd? %Ye'll never ret an answer from them, e know. We are
the ones still unemployed.

“hat some economists--those who work for unions--must know is what
they get from union dues keeps getting smaller and smallew, The AFL-CIO
has not only baen releasing quite different, figures of unem loymont, but
also of corporate growth (NY Times, 8-22-75),. These show: ?1) that the 50

blegest banke control more than half of all bank assets and hold controlling
stocks in.more than 5,200 companies, (2) That the top 119 manufacturing
corporations hold more than half of all assets and ‘get more -than half of
all profits in manufacturing, And (3) that the 500 biggest U.S. corpora-
tlons hold more than two-thirds of all business incoma, S

Ard, should you think that if you are not a production worker,
you are not all that exploited, the Federal Twade Commission has admitted
.that consumers have boen bilked out of 380 billion in total purchases of
-$900 billion--to which Nader adds the -allegation that corporate tax pay-
ments declined from 33.6 percent,in 1944 to 14,6 pereent in 1974,

No."jaws" are nceded to show itho uses up all that production for
ever more production--and for their luxurizs, and asain for more production,
What is 1ronic in this age of state-capitalism whon it is the government -ches.
does everything it can, with the help of the brainless Brain Trust to keep

- &p coxrporate profits--end decleisn instead azainst whose who supposedly "cheas’
and "rip off," as Treasury Secretary Simon puts 1it, with food stamps--is that
200 of the most powerful eorporations in the country reecently refused to di-
vulge the names of 30 of their largest stockholdors to the Committee on Gov~
ernment Operations. ’ .

Not only that, The global reach of these companies (which 1s alzo the
name of a work on multinational corporations’ by Richard Barmet and Ronald 2,
Muller) is the rajor cause for the decline of the U.S. irade position and
for the loss of jobs, as they are always running eway to produce whexe labor
1s cheapest, te that in the South USA or South Africa, Europe or Asia.

8t111, Prosident Ford continues +o -talk about "bottoming out,"
pointing to the "great jump" there hasg Leen in housing construction--14
percent, which mears 1,238,000, First, thoy don't tell you that this is
6 porcent bolow tho carlier year's Tilgure of 1,314,111, which 1s no less
than & whopping 59 porcent bLolow the rate of 2,472,000 at the start of iomz,
Another figure thoy kecp talking about 1s the & percent rise in retail seles,
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and especially how =roat are the rctail sales in auto from the March low,

Apain, they fail to edd that the rise followed the federal tax re-
bats, and that all rises are always in rclationship to the abysmal low
levole achioved, Indecd, they have to admit with all those rises, auto
and housing, there continue to bo (drags on this "rocovery.” Add to that
the rash of pricgeilacs and climbing intorest rates. And thoi is without
taking into considoration what will happen after President Ford's greatest
brainstorm~-removing price controls from oll. Worst of all, oi‘ course, iz
always unemployment, and that awful percentage of nine as an "averaga,"
does not take into account the fact that it's always dounble among Blacks,
and women, and they have simply stopped counting youth, Black youth aspeci-
ally.

_ Clearl;, whether we cxamine tlic home front or the world situation,
We have reached an abysmal point of such crisis and retrogression® that
this exploitative, raclst, sexist, imperialist, alienating scciety must be
torn up by 1ts roots, Under the whip of counter-revolutlon, we are being
focreed to sec that nothing short of revolution can umroot this decropit
‘soelety. We camnot once again, as in 1968 and 1970, akort.  That is one

thing nqithbr Capbodia nor the Kont dead and living martyxs will tolerate.
Staring us in the face as the imperative task is the working out of the
dialectics of libcration and dialoctics of organizatlon. It 1s to this wo
now turn. . ’

* I should add also that, evon when it isn' 1 niecamea.l, it can bo a
minimal chanzeo that still leaves everythinr- fundanentsl exactly where it :\....,
‘ag we recéntly wore glven proofs 2ll over a.n'ain, from three’ very distant “and
different spotsi (1) India was tho very first country to gain its indepen-
dence and with a mass movement ant nilitancy at that, but not as social reve--
lution., Indire Gandhi-has managed to create instant totelitarianiem 30 yoers
after, (2) In the Phillipincs, the countor-revolution was successful from +i.
start (though the Hukbalapas were the first guerrilla army and so close to
revolution, that wo all darod dream of rovolution.) As soon as the U.S. was
fully defeated in South Vietnam, the neo-fascist ruler Marcos was off to Chjnz,
ot only did Mao rell out the carpct as he had for Nixon, but went on to say
that he desires bascs there, and that that did not nocessarily mean U.S. bases
should be driven out. - But since Russia must under ne circumstances reach
thers, it is best that both the U.S. and China assure Fhillipine “sovercimaty"!
(3) Timor was about to be grantcd indopendence by Portugal, with the Marxist
novement {Fretolini) calling for "immediate" indepondence, wheroupon another
faction, no doubt in collusion with Indonesia who imporialistically contrelis
the other half of Timor, unilatorally doclared its “indopendence,"
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PART TI: DLIALZCTICS OF ORGANIZATION AND DIALHCTICS OF LIBZRATION

Prefatory Notes Yhy the word, Organization, precedecs the word, Libera-
tiong Dialectis directing both as Development of Movenent

No Aoubt the structure of the title of Part II, "Jlalectics of Or-
ranization and Dlalectics of Liberation,” has surprised all who have heard
us declaim arainst party elitism. Though structurs is naturally not used
in the Althusserian-Levl Straus anthropolozlcal -sense. but in the Hegellan-~
Marxian sense of organization of thouzht, it does call for explanation.
Thereforz, I hurry to meke clear that (15 it does not refer to our organi-
zation (although at the end I will, of course, draw that into Perspactives
for we too are part of ohjective reality.)} Orzanizatlon rofers to totality,
‘oraanizatlon of thought 2s well as of masses, (2) Dialectics-signifies .

the unity of opposites, which here means spontanelty and ormanization, whiczh-
is why Marx articulateéd it as sclf-orranization of tho proletariat.. (3)
Historieally, both.philosophy, Ll.e. organizatlon of thought, and Subject,
i.e. the revoluticnary forces, are ‘inseparable from the obaective world, '
constltute objactiva roality. i

When Marx, in discoveriny his new continent of thought, dqclarcd
thet the philesophers have interprutod the world, but the need was to chenge
it, he dié not exclude thought. Rather, in his now continent of thought,
thought and revolution werc synonymous; the cbjective world could not be
‘otherwdse totally trensformed., It is what Hezel had defined as Absolute
Idea, that is to say, an objective world whose “inner ground and actual
persistence is ths subjootivity of the Notion.

Tho. concretization of that--tho dtalectics of iiboration--is what
‘Karx called the unlty of the ldeal and the matcrial. It is the new banncr
of Humanlsm hc raised, He saw hinsclf as part of that objective reality;
it certainly was no.accidont that Historical Materialism emerged when the
prolotariatts "birth-time. of history" was rovolution--proletarian, social
rsvolution, T -

Dlalectics of Liberstlion calls forth both the orxganization of
thought and action that make froadom a reality. Let us, in turning back
to a conerota revolutlonary avent, Portugal, hold in mind this time not
Just emplrie facts but philoscphle ground--Fact, Ground, Condition--
history and rovolution-ln~the-makinz on the road to total fresdom.
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1) "Fact Emerues Out of Ground's New Passions and New Foreces

Piling up facts upon facts, “as such," is not goilnz to make us sco
the Airection of the absolute opposite of these counter-revolutlons we havo
been traeinz, hat will make us porcoeive, and not only porecive but deve-
lop actlions azainst that counter currcnt and for the forward movement, 1s
the dialectieal-philosophic anaiysis which considers faets, too, not em-
plrically, but in the way Hegel described facts: "Faet emerges out of grow: ."

Let us begin there, focusing on the dopth of that analysis which
holds: "Vhen all the conditions of Fact are prasent, It .nters into existenn-
* The Fact is befors 1t oxists." Strange as that exprosulon may sound, it is
a historle truth, Yhat it involves is tho relationshin, the dialectical re-
Jationship, between what is immediately before you, and what appears and is
its opposite, mediation, development, relationship to all the other facts--
a totality of conditions that has brought about the facts we see. - :

. Ye havo often sald, bewarc of taking your opponent's ground, or
you will have lost even if you are right and he/she is wrons, for you will
‘have lost the prineiple in which the facts were grounded. In the case of
preseni-day Portugal, we witnesscd first, the overthrow of fascism under
the head of a neo-fascist Ceneral Spinola. Revolutions do often begin as
reform, but move on, and Portugzal's did move ahead when 1974 beeame 1975
and Spinola was overthrown--ran, Now what forms of organization expressed
the first movement? Wasn't it just a half-way house? Hogel said- the tran:-
formatlon of Ground externalizes itself, that is, appears. The roleasc of
soclal forces--magses in moticn~--emerged, were born anew., - Clearly the new
immedlate. was the vesult of a mediating process.

Put Aifferently, tho tiansfbxmation of Ground into Conditlons, {ha.
is to say, its bocoming history, 1s prociscly what has caused both the in-
mecdiate and the medlation to unite in a new way, 50 that lnstead of lookinz
at one singlo fact in 1solation, »ou wers secing facts coalescing and movias
on, thet is to say, the Subjeet who is gaoing those facts moving on to chang:
what is. The Armod Forces Hovenent shows itself, but so do pslitical particr,
anl Women's Liberationists, and a lot, a lot of dialogue--sslf-development
of the Idea, andt of the massos.

Hegol repeats over and cver again reldntlessly,‘"Fact emerics oub i
Ground.” Which is why he saw 1t bofore it appoared, beforas 1t pxisted,. when
it was just the single fact that.empiricists stop at. o

: If we add to this question of Fact the wholc of the cbjoctive
world, and see that it, too, is ono-sided unloss we sce that objective woxli
wlth Its ingrained subjectivity, we will not see both what is moant about
totality and how, at this critical Juneture, counter-rovolution is not only
.an outside cnemy, but comes from within, Therc is never a simply one-to-onc
relationship and thero is no"dirset ‘translation of Hogol." Instead, lot
us work out, by watching thn actualities of a path to revolution, and what
we projectoed in Fhilosophy and Rovolution, what is at stake in the dialeetics
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of liberation and the dlaloctics of organization,

In Philosophy and Revolution, we were counterposing what was hap~
pening in Cuba whon 1t succeeded in its revolution against Batista and U.S.
imperielisn, toc what Marx had called "riew passions and new forces.” Philo-
sophy and Revolution showed what happened when Castxo attompted to make a
Universal of military focog as if that were the whole of the "now passions
and new forcos" which would keep the Cuban Revolution from "ever" falling
into the trap cf the Party-to~lead--only to get swallowed up in the CP
which had done nothing whatever in the actual revolution.

The samz.chapter concerned itself with other forces which had not
yet made the revolutlon, but theirs--Yomen's Li%wation~~was definitely an
Idez whose time has come, Rightly disgusted with elitism and monolithlsm,
1t, wfortunately, .alsoc wished to throw out ‘theory. -As we sdw most recenily
with NAM, some of that movement is being swallowed up as surely by the "o -
ganizatlon"~-only this time 1t is Maoilsm instead of the Russisn CPe—and ¥ >
13 surely very far from boinz Woman--I mean accopting Women as Thinker ar
well s Foree, ' : - T :

‘ The point of Fhilosophy and Reovlution--it is not "yegtorday's
book' but today's ground--was to bring into the open all four forces of
revolutlon--Black, worker, women, youth, - And while hlstory in the USA
shows Black to bo vanguard, it is vangzuard as masses, not unrooted intel-
lectuals; 1t surely is not whon those leaders daclare themselves inatant
Marxists. To be able to dig doeper, we must then again return to history,
from the start of Marx's discovery of that new continent of thought, His-
dqrical Materialism ., He at onee ran to see what the proletariate~the gor-
ganized proletarlst-—had to say, and it is with the Leaguo of the Jus
voting to boeome the Communist Loague, that he wrote the Communist Mani-

- fosto. ' And when thore was no organization, he 8t111 referred to himself

P A

and Engels as 'the Party." Why? Action demands organization. Tozethor
they achicve second nogation, 1.0,, total frogdem. ;

2) Theories of Rovolution and of Organization: -
+ Lenin, Tuxemburs, Marxist-Humanlsm

.  Onco now we have revolution up front contor, we would get a vory
difforent view of Russia and Gexmany, Lonin and Luxemburz., We have no time
to develop this Tully, but 1t iz hich time a fow fundamentals, cspeciaily on
organization, woron't ovaded bocausoc Luxomburg was a great revolutionary

martyr. ' :

Rosa Luxomburg, thu moat-ofton-quoted theorotician of spontanclty
against Tonin, 14d not (NOT) break at onco with tho Socond Intornational
although she at once broke with its policy) thon she didn't at onco breal.
with ISD.  Though Spaartacists surely had & difforent thoory, a ravolu-
tlonary ono, thoy rumained a fagtion, 'Tho vvorestimation of unity of
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uresnization then led her to oppose also the creation of the Thirl Inter-
neticnal, althourh she surely was for the Fusslan Acvolution and wewked end
digd in trying o achleve 1t in Cermanv. Philosophically, too, she To-
meined abstract, so that theory cgqualled “politics" rather than total ro-
organization.

Now let me jump to today. (I'm doing a lut of jumping but it is
not for lack of organization of thought or historie continuity, but tc fee.
on dlalcctics, mothodology.) And in jumping to 1975, we go %o so soemingly
wirelated a matter as high schoul education, It seems the Organization of
American Historians, et itz conference this month, were complaining agalnst
cducators who, instoad of offercing courses on gonoral American history,
were going in for "speclallzed courses, such as women in history* (that
ien't American history?) and, according to them, worse yct was that they
wera replacing the stuly of faects, -atces, chronology with gonceptsi

) Tho oducators, though defending thomselves, seemed to foar they
will be accused of belng abstract, being philosophers, so they said thet
they woren't leaving out the study of tho tfants” of history, but "just
packaging it differontly.” That's what thoir trouble is--just packaging
it difforently, 3ut what was great was the high school studcnts' passion
for phlloscyphy, for concepts, thet had foreed conceptual thinking in place

4f 1aundry lists of "facts" upon these educators whom Marx, 150 yea¥s &30
noted first themseclvos necded to be cducated, T T T

.. In 4 woxi, whother wo take s0 worll-shaking an event as Portuml,
now in the thvocs of its own development as well as in tho throes of the .
- 8ino-Soviet conflict¥; or so socondary a matter as high school education®*;
or whother we examine the. guerrillas -that may omerge in Fanama; vwhather w2

concentrate on the Middle East shuttle.as "succoss,” or look at the FLO .
being loft ont in the cold; whothox wo 1ook "roglonally'at Wost Europo,
. or globally at the nuclear bombs that throaton the very survival of clvili-
zation as we have known Lt--thure is no way, absolutely ne way to leave
aside philosophy as "abotract,” . ) ‘

\ The: vexy opposite is the easo. It is cruclal both in the ddalectiar
of literation an’ dlalectics of organization. This ls.why I was so impros-
sod with Will's contribution to the discussion., I quotes "But the guestlon
rcreins for us: do wo see organization as a static triplicity of workers,

*H Tneldontally, vhen busing was in tho South, not only iiberal ‘educators
but evon an Niscnhowor called it oboying the “law-of the land," morlting
sonding in troups to. onforge, But now that businz to schools has moved
florth, it suddcnly is not only dubbod as "fopesd bugins,” but "dear old"
ghotto neighborhoods are cquatod with “quality oducaticn,"

# Anyone who thinks that South USA,or Mozambiqua, taxicab drivors or
high school stuienta "ayentt intorested" in the Sino-3oviot cofflict, harn'h
pot the slightest concoption of tho political-philosophical maturity of

this ago and hou the Individual, the most poxsonal indeod, is tied up in
knots with tho Unlvorsal, and that both as rovolution and countor-revolution,

et
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plus theory,plus organization-~with organization as the Hodiztor? Or do

we as Marx did see ourselves as part of tho unity of a theorstlcal movemont
and an actual movement for froedom? A self-organization of the proletariai
and a self-organization of philosophy--a two-fold movement--that will unite
in a particular revolution?"

Lenin's theorctle preparation for revolutlon didn't weit for the
eve of 1917;that's whunit had to be ye-urganized, Tt began in 1902, indee’
the decade beforo then, but its fusion into an organlzational concept did
take shape in 1902-C3, Tt took Trotsky hia defeat by Stalin in the late
1920s for him to recognize that Lenin alonc was indisponsable to 1917.

_He then took lock, stock and barrel the 1902 concept of vanguardisn,
thereby assurins; the continuance of the thecoxetical void left with Lenin's
death,

. Once we nicked up the link in the historic continvum with the
thuory of state-capitalism in 1941, we were on the way both to reconsid-
eratlon of' the role of labor and new beginnings, but these remainod both
philosophically and organizationally quite blurrod unt ere yas that aemn
great dualltv in the objoctive reality of 1943 with its compulgion to sea -
philosophleally, in the Absolute Iisa itsolf a novement from practice, and

0
in ap aciual pmovemept from vractice = foxm of theopy itself, both of whic:
= +) Con tag

zanlzatlonal exprogsion, tho Conmities form of orzanjzation in-

This ycar we might say Mao himself "helped" us establish that un:ty
by his volitional vulgar revision cf Marxism, denying both Hegel and Engel:
Tor thelr articulation of any such truth as negation of the negation since,
according tu The Chairman, "baslcally there is no negation of the negation:.”

Tne Dreft Perspectives quotos Hescl;"'Tho alionated type of mind,
driven to the acme of its opposition, whero pure velition and the pure vo-
Iltional agont aro still kept distinct, roduces the oppoaltion to a trans-
parent form, and therein finds itsclf...Absolute Frecdom has thus squared
and balanced the self-opposition of universal and single will.,.(and beconc,
absolute torror,' (Phenomenolosy, p.610) having weduced 'absolute frcedom'
to a single "faction,' Hegel did not, after ell, fully know Mao who had rc-
duced this 'abmolute freedom' just to one, But the rhllosophy of revolution
that will give the new actions their direction cannot bo fenced in by a fac-
thon or a Party, or One, Soclal stomms from under the. whip of tho countex~
rovolution wlll not be stilled; they axo already browilng underground. We
must, therafore, start thers--on the new lavel of movomont from practice,"
the objootiva xwality of bringing out the subjective forces of Reason and
revolution,

Whon the organization was born on that levol of movement from Dric-
tice with both Hows & Lottoxs and tho "assipnment" for Marxism and Froedom,
the mombership Imow it muat nevox ajain separate theoxry from practlco,
thought from action-~the activitles o woro at once invoived in at tho polnt
of production, the Black struzrlus, and with the youth {when the youth
was 8till called the "beat ganeratiun"i thoy as well as women wore singled
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nut as those four forces of revolution that would never let Reason get
separated from Force,

Objoctive reallty, a few years later, also brought about another
form ¢f expression--Political Iotters. (I remember travelling through
Fresno and hearing JFK ammounce on TV the Bay of Figs and its demise, and
at once hurryine back to Los Angeles and air-mailing a Political Letter--
a single typing--and then 1% grew and grew.) Politieai Letters stopped
after my rcturm from Africa because as great as the new intermational rcla-
tions were {after trips to Europe, Hong Kong, Japan--anywherc and evary-
where there was & movement), none would "srite" for us what was impera-
tive for those revolutions not to get aborted--the uniiy of Fhiloscphy a=d
Revolution,

. 3) A Féu Concrete Tasks

Next . year we will az=in start with Political Letiers, weekly we
hope., While we are a long war off from belng able to “afford" a weekly
News & Letters--either financially ox in numbers of membera--we cannot
cireumscribs analyzing the onrushing events on a world scale in the ob-
jective woxrld to a monthly format, ‘ . :

Here again we must peint to.the Draft FPerspectives Report which
remains part of this, whether we are concerncd with the general economic
crisls of capitelism and its militarization, or the politics of double-
_eross, from the Middle East to Helsinki as well as the Balkanization in
Africa and not Jjust Finlandization {forcod neutrality) but the attempted

" aelf-Finlandization, as witness mighty France as the cultural heart of '
West Europe, on the one hand, and the "New Left" grown old, on the other hazd.

And, of course, we also stand by tho concreta tasks listed in’
Part IIT of tho Draft Porspoctives, whether that be the, three projected new - -
pamphlets, and Black, 3rown, Red in a new edition with a totally now sec-
tion on Native Amoricans by & Harxist-Humanist Native Amerxican., They arc
all by rank-and-file members. I do wish to. say & word on the pamphlet on
the first Anerican Hegelians. Ever since Marxism and Freedom I heve hintcd,
in footnotes, that not only arc the Amorican roots of Marxism unknown, bur
even that of Hegellans. But it is only in the actual process of working it
out by the new research embarked on that we discovered Women as Philosophurs.
Hegellan philosophors--as well as Marxists in the same clty, St. Louis, in
the first Genexal Strike, 16877, and that the International Workingmen's
.Assoclation had not, after a&ll, died with the Parls Commune. So each con-
cretization of Philosophy and Revolution iz likewlsec a deepening.

The proof of thls, as of all the other pamphlots, will be after
publication which will first tost us and the outside will havo thelr say
as to whethor it does offer ground for liberation and therefore they wlsh
to Join us. Just as vevolutions are not "made" but exupt spontaneously,
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s0 orgenizatlonal growth comes not just from our hard labor, but whethor
our haxrd labor, and I mean in activities and in theory, meots the chal-
lengoe from objective reality and from bolow.

To meet the cha.l}%nge and to meet it under the thlp of counter-
revolution,we have traced Here, whother it be in +the re'ation: of U S.-
Russia, or China, alone or in Sino-Soviet confl. .t. 31.gladc.a, Isiamic
or otherwlse, Latin Amorica, or Africa or Indfa. lore. vr. * .t whip of
counter-revolution 1s present not only whewe it <: obv..u3, b - where 1t
resulted in "peacc"--the Middle Bast shuttle, The pre.: hul yosteriay
attacked Kissingor when his "Vietnam peace" turned out = be -.ntined wa>
and defent, and those who continued to.taunt him for hi: phra:e "we're
near a naticnal nervous breakdown," will now onece again sing paeans of
prelse to him for the success of the Hiddle East shuttlc, or at least
galning an interln Israeli-Egyptian "peace."

Let us then, first, call attention to the fact that there will,
ovidently, now be an "Amorican prosence” in the Sinal--and those 200
American "eivilians" who will man the electronic monitoring of the carly
warning signal means that from now on the “incidents" will not just be of
Areb-Taraeli concern, but will become e global matter, specificaily U.S.,
and thus mey very well be the world conflagaration of the superpowers.
(As a minor reminder; please reread the old Political Letter when, in
the early 1960s, not Nixon, not Kissinger, not Johnson, but "Camolot" JFK
sent “clvilians" tc Vietnam and we entitled that snelysisi "The Vietnam
War To Comc"l)

Secondly, the U.S. “presonco” has already surrounded itself rot
only with massive econonmle ald--actually military hardware--but Kissirg:.
is "putting together” (as the Christlan Sclence Honitor, 8-25-75, puts it
3 Eurcpean and Japanese group which, together with. the Middle East's ma jou
211 producors, would put up $1,5 billicn in addition to the $450 million
the U.8. promised Esypt, and very ncarly $3 billizn té Isracl,. _

Third, and above all, there will be no peace in the Middle East
‘so long as tha Palostinean masses are not given their rights, I do not
mean’ necessarlly Arzfat, Those who identify - - the Palestinean masscs'
desire for freodom with Avafat, please remember both his bourgenis, theo-
cratic solf and the faot that the masses have yet to be asked who s how,
what they want. lox can we disregard the “"rejectionist front", much less
exclude the possibility that should ever a mini-Palestine bo established
#ith Arafat 2s head, the first person who will work to mssassinato him 15
Or. Habagh, Bach of thc Palestinoans is working not only against Isracl
but not for the frocdom of the Palestinoan masses, even as Lsrecil rulers
ure only concernod with thoir stato power, and not with "soclelian" for
the Israell messos, ' ‘

-But whexe I do not momn Arafat, I do mean self-dotermination for
the Palesiinsen messos as for the Israclls, and the Israelis must be ve-
mindzd thet thoy cannot claim "soclalism" and uso that and their admission
that thelr land is capitallstic as absolving them from working class
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solidarity with the Palestincans, It is not a question of forgetting the
national hatrods and foars and the fact that the rulers have alimys used
"divide and rule” as their principle.

World revolution, too, starts at homé, Every word has gotten to
mean its opposito, whother wo limit owrselves to local mattors like “forced
busing" and “guality education" or nothing short of "a new world economic
oriexr,” Heretofore, & new world economic order has meant the end of capl-
talism and its replacement,throush proletarian revolution, by soclalism,
But swidenly everyone from Mao to Arafat, not to mention the Shah of Iran
and Fresident Echoverria of Mexico arc saying world "rcorganization" means
a supposedly "purc" Third World which includes both tie famished of Ethio-
pia and feulal oil barons of Saudi Arabia where thoy still cut off a pocr
man's hand for stealing a lecaf of bread.

Into this Tower-of Babblc enter intellectuals like the top pro-
fessorial cccnomist Geoffrcy Barraclough whose article, "The Coming De-
pression,” was featured in New_York Roview of Books (6-27-74). It was
called "Part I" but, evidently, that “cominz” didn't mean next weck, but
- & fuil six months honee before "Pert II" (1-23-75) appeared. “World Crisi:s.
its new name, doclalmed against ruling ideolopues from Keynes to Kissinger, .
but still we did not get his mighty conclusion, for which we.bad to walt -
anothor six months, until finally it came’this month (8-7-75).

And what do we get as the solution? Who will becomo. the grave-
diseer of capitalism in its Jcath-throes? From Barraclough we get as pro-
‘found & statement as the 80 allepedly-non aligned nations meoting in Peru
who are caelling for "a new world economlc order” but meanwhile passing
motions about the expulsion of Isracl from the UMi "It is the OPEC-Third
World alliance with its demand for a new world oxder, that threatons to
push the tottoring structure of neo-capitalism aver the brink." Really?
. And what is thelr class nature? : . o ‘

Capitalism is in eccnomlic crisig for sure, and polltiecally has
been in its death thrces for all too long, but it is not OFEC--that is
not exactly in a hurry to "share the wealth" with its "Arabd brothors,"
much less wlth 21l the poor of the Third World, and at tho same time
"overthrow" capitalism which it is busy trying to 'tatch up with"--that
_will topple "the tottering structure of neco-capitalism."”

It is the workers, the Dlacks, the women, and the youth--all the
creative, cppressed, rovolutionary forces--who will do so. /And bocauce of
the totality of the erisls and the nuclear threats that are hanging over
the very survival of humanity, it boeomes imperative not to rush away
from the colossal tasks just because we are so g&&}l.

1{1lions unon million have the samo desire as wo for a new sacinl
order and new human rolations, The vision--philesophy and revolutlon as
a unity--can shale up this mizhitiest of all capltalistic cmplres. The
Tirst step in that transforming of the countor-revelution into its cppo-
sltn--actual soclal revolntlon--is being sot here in activitles, manual

5166




and mental.

Yes, world vevolution starts at home, Anything and everything
done here thai would indeed shake the U,S. will shake up the world, under-
mining the old, It may be just one ‘step, but it can become the longest of
all steps to making freedom a reality.

-

August 30, 1975 Raya Dunayevskaya, National Chalrwoma
News & Letters Committees




