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REPORT o ORG/FNTZATTION, 1975

by Olgs Domenski, Natlonal Crganizer
to News & Letters Committees Flenum, August 30, 1975

WHERE DO WE GO FR{H HERE ig not just the title of our world per-
apectives thesis -. it ls the question we must ask, snd answer, in every
aingle concrete session of the "lenum -~ and none more 50 than this one.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE -- Lobor Day, 1975, to bulld News & Letiers
Committees, in order to be wmith the mrsses, who ove out to tear up this gtink-
ing society, helping to mab. sure thet this time the revolutions that are
bound to erupt will not be svorted or soured. That is 2 task that does not
‘begin after or with the revolution-ry situsrtion, but long, long before., And
this praparstion for revolution does not involve just ourselves -- though
that must be where we beglin -- but es meny as -we coan reach, Iu short, the
reality of copitalism, which we discussed at length this morning, its stifling.
And the transformetion of that reality demands » unity of the siruggles for
frecdom with a philosophy of likerctlon. Working out how to guarantee theat
unity is whst our orgemization is all rbout -- and why we say that spontaneity
ond organizatior must he one.

You know, sometimes the woagunrd organizations -- those Allensted
Spirits .- are so pitiful you clmnst feel sorry for them, Take WAM -~ now
that's some “row Americsn movement™: They just finished their convention
in Cberlin-- and they printed some materisl in their paper, too, to “pre-
pere" for it. Thev describe the objective scene as they see 1t -=.with
pictures to prove it, of the grest strike weve 'in the u.s. early this yecr,
and the victory in Vietnom, and the freedom in Angols, with not n word of
any of the controdictions within thege siturtions, though they do talk
about the unemgloyment end the racism here -- and then they come to this
amaZing conclusions " Whatever we moke of these varjous developments, one
fact- is indisputable: no unified, militane mess movemepr'ﬁag‘devgioped in
the past year despite the deepening ecuvnomic crisis -- the working clase re-
mains bound by p2ssivity and the lrck of politicni consciousness.” Naturally,
the task of Marxists, as they see lt, is to analyze what ls "really at work”
(and you cen be sure it isn'u the dinlectic they will see), and then, of
-course, orgenize the revolutiorn, If ever there wes a seprration betueen
spontaneity end organization, thet is it. /nd they are not the worst among
the Leit, but perkips among the best.- : o

But we cannot just criticize others as "venguordists'. Much less

leugh ee them. 1f we can't project our philosaphy, we are im 2 'sense re-
‘sponsible for their growing, What right have we to be Jisgusted with the
fact that elitists like that drew 1200 women to 2 socinlist-femtniat gather-
ing, if we coan't drow 12 to'one.of N&L-WLs? The truth is cthat the abjective
situation 18 perfect for Marxist-Humanist growth. #And it is high time to
onaver "Where do we go Erom here:" directly in terms of the growth of N&L
Committecs., - : : ‘

OK. Let's begin with wherc wc are right now. What did we accemplish
in the year since last we met thet ccn be ground for next year -- and for the
future? ) -

"Firct ‘and foremest, we Aid goin new members, cnd they ere surely
only a microcesm, they do represent & multi.dimension of forces -- Black,
Brown and Red, youth, and workers, and wemen. And we snw them involved at
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once not only in all sorts of activitleg, but precisely those nctivities

that were brenking naw ground for us, oand were of the grestest. importence,
whether that was a co-author of one of cur new psmnphlets, or As new columnist
for the peper, or helping to crefte . new youth committee, or launch o news-
letcer like Unemployment Lines. Mevcses sns Reason is not just: for the outside;
we practice eviry single day with 211 those forves represented jnside. our
organization, as well. '

Second, we did meet the chrllenge of the objective situation -- es-
pecially the worst recession in 34 yeors, which hit fts hoardest blow righi
here in Detroit.. We met the chrllenge first by not nllowing the fact that
those who had got jobs in the shops ware Inild off within o few months after
our Convention to end our proletarianizetion”., The proletarint lost yeor .
ws primarily in the Unemployment Lines, 2nd thnt's where we went, too -- with
N&L ond with out newsletter. The whole world crisis wers so heightened by
the end of thu year that we met thot, net by "retrenching®, but with an ex-
panded 12 page specisl issue -- something .our readers responded to more con-
cretely than to sny other issue we can ever remember. )

It was precisely our response to the objective situation throughout

the year. that brought forth nll sorts of néw developments thot we had not
even imagined nt the .Convention -- whether that wag the twe 12-prye special
issues, or the three new pemphlets, or the two.tew youth publicntions.‘hnd
that does not meon that we did not corry thrnugh successfully what we did
_plan -- especially the new clssses .in Merxism And rreadom and Philosop_y nad
REuolution, which, by the tlne we.gave them, we found had to include alse
rm;rican Civilization on Trial, and which showed internalizetlon as the high-

st form of organiz.tional direction. Those c‘wsses went. .on simultrneously
in zll the locals, 2nd resulted directly in membe:ship grouth. ‘and .in 2 new ‘
growth as Merxist-Humanists for all who participoted in the presentmtions and
the disc.\sions. . . . . o

AND YET NONE 0" THIS HiS TRULY MESURED LP TO PHILOSOPHY AND RE?OEU-
: TLnN £S CRGANTZATION BUILDER.--. the gorl we .set ourselves two yenrs ago, when
we met to add Philosophy and Revolution to .our very Constitution. HNor will
it in the year ahzad, unless we groople with thet directly. L4 nd with what
precisely mrkes N&L unique among zli-the Left. ond shovld make. others. with

to bzcomc part of this. uniqueness ‘because it is yital to the struggle for

the new society, which the whole world knows we hed be better win soom.

.The rruth of -the matter is that PAR as-Orgeaization builder begnn
tong before P&R was ever written ng.book -- or .even thought of .- #And the,
truth 1s that, though we began NAL in.June of 1955 .-- and that .this is our
20th anniversary -- we were-born, not' In 1955, much less - in-1956 .when we:

- finelly reallzed we didn't even have 2 Constitution, but,l! 1953,nwhen.we‘
were still in Correspondenee Comm,ttees. : ot

What §s our uniqueness !s not the reiect‘on of he vanguard purty,
or even the committee form of functinning, We had alvesdy broken through on
that wey back when we left tlwe SWP in 1951, -In fpct, that fpr.bock we had
even related our committee form ton the ‘mericen Comnittees of Correspondence
of the first /mericen revolutien, ond had olready started thinking, of, pub-
lishing @ work on that question., It i3 only this year finally coming to be,
and it will surely be & much, much different pamphlet as an.extension of

e e TN
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PSR than it could pessibly have. neen then -- and we wiil go into thet more
later. The peint toc establish here i1s tnat our uniqueness is the espoussl

of 8 committee form of orgsnization which kas both workers and Intellectuals,
both Black sné white, botn men ond women, AND philsophy. &ng_the philoscohv
{s not just an added ingredient. It s the centxal core.

Tt 1= the philosophy which mokes the reletionship of the workers
and the Intellectuais in those committees new -- with the workers taking on
the so-called intelleccuals' jobs, #nd the intellectuzls having @ vital role
o play in working cut the unity of theory and practice. Begruse it is not
just any philosophy we are talking about. It is distectics. It is cen-
cretely the translating of ths /Jbsolute Iden for our age into “the movemont
from practice to theory" as well as from theory to practice.<- uné building
everything on that. Thet 1s precisely whrt Correspondence, with CLRJ ¢s
the leader maximus, did not de. #nd it is precisely what News & Letcers,
once the formal bresk with CLRJ com:, two yecrrs later, did de. ’

In short, 1953, and those Letters on the sbsolute Tdes represent
our Grert Divide -- a philosoph'c leso thrt was at ona rnd _the same time
the polnt where our contlinuity with Lenin wos estrblished, AND the paint
wnere we broke with Lealn.

) In her’ paper to the HSA last fall -- one of the absolute highpoints,
‘aleng with her tour, of 211 our ackisities lpst year -- Raya gove =n ex-"" """
quisitely organizstionsl talk, whether those scholars recognized it or not.
Nercad it and see if you do not.agree. What the Hegelienn scholors had.
surprisingly, ovked Rayn to expand on wed ehe reictionship of Lenin te - he
. Absblute Idea, snd thet is whst she developed in the first ten pages. {ad
then she summed up what thot all meent thie woys: - - = . - _

' -~ "t is this sppreciation of tne fbsolute Iden, not ns sorething

in heaven or in the stratosphers, but in fsct 'in the objective world whosz
very ground Is the Notion, thot hsa stntlst Comrunism so worried about Lenin.
Ever since the June 17, 1953 Eest Germon Revoit and .the cmergence of a
movement from practice to theory md » new sociaty, thi'y have rightly sensed
that Leain's break with his own philosovhic pnst produced the Great Divide -
in the Movement that has yet to run its course.” o .

‘ . #nd then Royn takes up the lnst 12 paragraphs of the Absolute Idea
and the movement from practice for two long decades gince the 19505, that
“has itse!lf become a form of theory onee . ity spontanelty discovered the

power of thought along with its physicel might. é&nd I think she-was de--
scribing, orgenizetionally, us -- though Mews & Letters Committees could
naturnlly nowhere be mentiomed by wome,  Whet else could pnssibly be mennt
by'"the Greet Divide ln the Movement thrt has yet to run its- course”?

Lenin's Great Divide wes reached when the Second Internoticnal
collapsed, nt the outbreck of WWL, Marx, too, had his Grect Divide.- Hio
very earilest and total break with bourgeols society ceme in 1843 -- but it
was proved in 1ife with the 1848 Revolutions thot covored Europe from end to
ond. They sere ¢ wew turning ooint in modern history because they opened the
ern of mass proletsrisn revolutions, snd they necessitated o break from
all other tendencics {and every nne present todny was present then, if only
in cmbrye.)  nd Hegel had his Greet Divide -- from Kant -- under the impact
of the firent French Revolution. ‘Guch CGreat Nivides do not come often,
and thay are always relrted te grent bhjective and historie turning pointa.
/ind 80 wns ours.
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fis Raya put it in Phiiospphy_and Revolution, ® It was becouse the
massee had found a new wey te frecdom that 2 new leap in cognition was
pogsible.” To be precise, in the U.S,., the miners' bettles against futo-
mation 25 yenrs ags, the historie '49.'S0 strike in which they posed the
philosophic question of the day -- what sort of work should men do?} and
in East Europe, the 1953 East Germen workers revolts against Communism. These
were the historie turning polnts that ceincided with Raya's grappling with
Hegel's three final syllogisms -- something nobody §n the Marxist movement,
Ancluding Marx or lenin, had ever done before.

It is important to remember that Raya was not studying Hegel as
& philosopher, and, in fact, had never been “permitted" to constder philosophv
as her Jdomain, +nd the grappling with Hegel was not being done to figure
out what the miners’ strike meaunt. It wes bzing done to figure out what our
organization meant, and where we were going, os we werg on_the threshold
of coming out with & new paper. Corrzspondence, which was to print its first
issue that fall. .

', Only by figuring that out could our orgenization become a viable
part of the objeative reality, helping to-move it forward to 2 new society,

Because Greot Leaps do not come from ricwheré, I think 1t might be
good to trace bach our "origins", even though very briefly, oll the way to
1941, Tendency-building is something -that is at one and: the: some time so
spontanecus .end so demending. that you. ere often conascious of:.what you have
done only after it has alreedy sttained # new stege, The truth isg that
before the birth of N&L as N&L, no less then 15 yeers hed mone into its
-self-development, The objective sftustion here was the outbreak of WWLI.
© Ik was 1941, and Raya hroke through on the idea that Rusgia was a stote-
capitalist soclety. She had just returned from Mexicu, having broken with
‘Trotsky on the question of the Hitler-Stelin Tact, but she was a. "rank and
filer” in the WP, She found to her smazement when she voad the -convention
documents in the WP Discussion Bulletin that mnther had submitted a docu-
ment by txactly the same name 85 hers: “Russis is o State-Capitalist Soclety."
#nd that one was 8 leader', J.R, Jnhneon. The development of s theory of
state-capitelism out of that was n'mront theoretle leap, but was not yet a
philusuphic on# -+ snd erganizationally rhe meeting of Raya s~ud Johnson, and
shortly after thet Grace Lee, produced the state-capitalist tendency as a
fzction within the WP, Raya's work !In the next two years produced the
first serious, painstaking study of state-capitalism. It wes baged on
original Russian documents, but_the theory of state.capitslism wes not an
analyais of Ruasia-aleone, but of a whole new stage of world capitalism,

Now here is what 1s. {mportant to Follow.: Raye was not supposed Lo

be the *philosopher”, Thsat was supposed to be Grace's job, except that .
Grace dida't know either Marx or Bolshevism -- she had had o experience In
the movement but came straight from college. Raya wes supprsed to study
Marx, -And she did. She did it so well that in the coursa of ‘studying the
originn] Marxy she found the 1844 Manuscripts ~- and ahe promptly wrote the
article "Lobor-and Society", the first rtatement baased on the Marxist-Humanist

Rssnys, to serve as the introduction to the studies of the Russlan economy.,
" (Noturally, the WP, which feit raquired to print those orticles in the New
International, did not print that introduction. But we have mimeographed it,
and it is port of our history nnckets, and an lmportant pnrt of the frehives
on deposit st Wayne State Unilversity.) .
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But philosophy, nolitles, ond economics were still being kept
separated as conscious tasks, and whenever the tendency discussed the book
.€hat was to be written, it wos alwoys Grace and Johnsen who were to do the
philosophy, while Raya wes to stick co economles., In 1948, when organiza-
tionally we had ieft the WP anc sone back into the SWP, Johnson went to
Nevada to write"Notes on the Dialectie". Rut the only thing he did on the
fsolute Idea turned out to be €11 quntstions, Rays had meanwhile turned
to transleting Lenin’s Philost - 'ec Notebooks from the Russian. She did it
in tvo months {(Yanuary-February 349) ond gave it as a gift to Johnscn, und
then she was to go back to her own work on economics. (Here 1s how Johnson
had assigned the work: Grace was to do from Kant te Hegel; Raya was to do
from Marx ony and Johnson wos going back te litersture ond writing on
"fmerican civilization®. )

~nd ‘that 1s when the 1950 miners' strike erupted in West Virginia.
Raya went therc en? decided she could finelly do her work on Capital written
from /merican grounds, The outline of what wes originnlly called Stete-
Capitalism and Morxism, and evertunlly became-Marxism rnd Freedom, which Ruys
presented to the tendency,had Lwg new vantage points around which the whole
work was to revolve: the fmericon workers ant Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks.
{nd frr the first time, a worker in the tendeacy, JZ, was invelved in these
discussions -- hecause of the new vontoge point, .

It is suvely no accident that by the time of the SWP Convention that .
year, the document’ that. wos hoanded in, written by Rayn-and Grace and Johnson,
summorizing the whele decade of the development uf the state-capitalist ten-
dency, for the first time included philosophy ns integral with politics and
cconomics,( That 1s the tendency document, State-Canitalism and World Revo-
lution, abont which you have hesrd so much, and which Johnson hns since re-
produced 2s his own, ) The imnorvont thing to note is that thls 1s .
more truly the split document from the SWP than the nonsense thot was handzd
in & yesr later when we ectually left -the SWP once rnd for all.

- OK, It is now 1953; &nd we finclly chink we are not & faction, ‘
but an independent urganization of aur -own, ready to "drown oursclves ir the
masses, . Raye -has movad to Detrolt ns we rove to a paper. Raya is still
not supposed to deal with 'philosophy” -- "just" with organization 2nd the
paper. - But she was impelled to be sctive on rhilosophy because. she took the
paper serlousiy. We were told the workers were to run riot in the paper,
and that meant abolishing the division between outside and inside. But we
had to know whet the place of the theoretician would be. While Johnson was
busy contrasting organization to spontaneity, concernad with the dialectics
of a masg party, Raye was concerned with the dinlectics of our crganizetiony
knowinz the messes would do what they would do, nvd what we hod to answer

wa3 what we would do. The peper could not oe separated from the organiza-
tion, and neitker could be separated from philogephy. :

-+ud it was then that Stelin died, »nd Reya suddenly broke through
on the .bsolute ldea as showing o movement from proctice to theory, oand the
Enst Germon workers proved it in lifc six wacks later 1n the June 17 revolt
ngainst Commurism, - : :

Now we have told Lhis stery many times, But it ie 11luminated onew
ft each stage we reach. +«nd I believe it fa illuminated nnew this year as
well. Because this breakthrough waa nt just a theorctic leap, such as thet
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which wus made in 1941, but o philosophic one which required a break -- an
organizational break -- before it could ever be consummoted. Thot is what
1955 reprasents. 4m' It woae not until thot break thet Instead of being only
2 faction ~. this tiime within the atste-capitalist tendency, and we didn't
even know thet is sll we were -- we became » whole new organizatlon, a -
whole ncw kind of orgonization. Not just Committees, but Committees for
whom philosopjy, dialcctics, woes integral.

It is this story, this organizations] story of N&L Committees, that
makes tne Archives on deposit -t WSU so fmnortant to our work., Laex throu?.h
that bulletin again, with these eyes.

Ne wonder Johnson wraote, after the split -- or so we heve just been
tald -- that what was wrong with us was thot we hed too much Bolshevism lcfc
in us. He was absolutely right. /nd no wonder Ray: startled Marcuse out
of his chair when she showed him her lstters on the /bsclute Ides in 1953, and
he read the paragraph in which she credits Higel with belng a Bolshevik!--
when it came to thought, -because of his rigor or ond dinlectic flow, because of
his patience ot not skipping o single link ia the chain of his:oric events
and self- developnent of the Ldea. :

It may be tbat we will be rble to zoncretize PR as Orgaunizetion
Builder when we begin to see that it is /bsolutc Idea rs Orgeasization Bulidex
we are really telking about, &nd. chat when we say we recognize phlilesophy,
not philosopher, what we mean 1s that we align with what is the genuine
movement. for liberaclon {which is what dinlectieal philosophy .is), not parcy-
to-lead (by whatever organizatiunal nome 1t calls 1Lsolf, or whitever "phils-
sopher” is holding swey. ) : . .

o

Now, with all this. in mind let 's return to the auestion of WIERSZ
DO WE GO FROM HERE for the year ahead. Tt is-a yenr thot is'sure to bring
developments we can't even Ilmegine this -weekend --, just os last vear did, What
we gon discuss are the myried woys we are plonning to further concretizo
P&R as Organizstion Buitder, for rhﬂt is what every single one of the things
we are planaing must be, ; .

First, oE course, we arz niamning three specinl 12 pnge issues of
the paper (which will be more fully fiscussed tomorrow unde- thet report) --
nnd we hove in hand the 12 pager with our Perspective that 18 surely not 2
finlshed issue with this Plenumj we will first bégin to raally werk with
it 25 we adjourn.end go our to teil all those w¢ ern rench what these' per-
snec*i"es laid rhe g-oand for -- whnt we want thelir participation in, in the
morths ahead. .

- Second, we hove the lectures st UC.E on "Jomen rs Thinkers nnd os
Revolutionaries”" -~ 2 magnificent onnortunity to bring together all the threads
of the WL activities we have begun during the past year -- ond oot only in
Detroit, though if is here we will surgiy hove the asrertest advantages. The
lectures will be taped and we will nlan o heve them nvallable on cessettes
for all to ghare -- and not only WL :ctivists, surely. There is not a single
question the movenant foges today thrt will not be illuminated by those lec-
tures -- not ona. Whether it is rrce and closs, or organizatlon and spontane .
izy, or philosophy And revolution. Rayn will nat be having as extensive &
lecture tour this year ns lest, though she will wmake some tvips to che East
Coast, ond is invited to Chicogo for spril -- but thaese lactures ~i! can shere,




-7-

Third, we will heve some people back in the shops -- even if oniy
tempurarily, /iind we have the experierce of Unemployment Lines from the past
year to build on and expand with., In Detroit there were over 100 names we
recelved from the issuance of the first nzusletter -~ and yet we cllowed it
to become almost n “seillbirth® bectmse ous own first ~ttempt at 0 meeting
around it was sueh ¢ flop after the excltement of the raily in Washington --
instead of buliding on the results we did heve. We will be trylng tn work

together in o new wny to develope Unemployment Lines into something new tn! -
vear, :

We will heve Ron full-time -t the center for onother year, ns well.
Ind considering ~11 the proaes eo “hings he {nvenced this past yeor, from the
seminar in PA&R to the supplement for Uniroyal, we have great expectations.

For the first time ever that I ¢'n remembar we will have functionis
Youth BYOUps in each locality -- center, Enst comst and West coast -- which
willi represest borg high school youth and college youth,''and which have alrssdy
had the experience of their own new miblications, High School Blues, and
Under 21, to build on,

. - S :

We will hove the irehives, with a new Volume XI that centers dirert -
ly around Phitososhy and Revelutdina ond we will hove somebne  working cdiven- -
ly with them, which 1s sure to ocen 211 sorts of new doors. -

‘nd we will have, nbove 81l; the new pamphlets znd Policical Legtary
Fo work with philosophically and organizationalliy, and which will touch every
force of revolution with which we sre active, It is these we mugt spend a
little mcre time on here. First, the Politieal Letteva.  What were they
when we had such o' gserics before, ond whet will they be now, when they come
out & full 15 years lnter in our’ develooment and after PSR?  The nla_series
began in ¢pril of 1961 ~- Raya hanspened to be in L.A. when the invasion of
Cuba, the Bay of Pigs, startled the world rnd events were moving fast; Ray~
hurried to express her position to the organizagicn ot once, becsause she fel*
the whole question of war and medes might be invalved, which would test
Mnyxigt-Momenlsm in the lmnediate future,  ¥hen she retaitied to Detroit the
next waek, it was decided thot the Letter shoul? becone a weekly Feature,
They were just for us,. and typed only in 10 copies: But soon others began
asking fur them, ond then we began to mimeo them »nd eventually sold subs ic
them., . C " :

What the letters muvided for Reyn were two things: first, a mears
whereby st'» could respond auickly to atl the myrind.wevld situstions vithouc
having to wait for the monéhly prper, or-hoving ‘to chocse which ‘'ong was the
most important to welte about thot issue,  /nd second, they provided o way
to write more Informaily than for the printad page,_when'ybu“mus:'qeigh_ veTy
carefully, if you are o Rayn, every single word you write. The result was
a fantastic collection of letters on every nossible question, that touchad
every nert of the glabe, Just losk through the toble of contents, I jues
reread the one she wrote in the ChinaeIndia wir on Dec. '8, 1962 -- and 1t nag
muct. that is {nvaturhle For wrderstanding Tndis today, fiough Indira Ghandi
wag nowhere on the geene yet. 1t wrs sub-titled "The Rzlationship ef Inperiat.
ism vo the ldeologienl Struggles" -« which gives you a cluc as to how un-
limited these Letters ware ko the apecific incident that might be the subject
of the particulor lutrter. Co ‘ S

“nd now, we are golng to hove the ~dvantrge of a brand new saries.
Ie cannot possibly start unt!l the new yenr, ~{cer the UCLE closses osre
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finished, and 1t cannot nessibly be tied to a rigid, weekly. schedule -- but

it will be resvonses to the myriac situations that arc bound to srise in the
year ahead. fnd all will be simed both at our own praporation for revolution
and inseparable from that, et drawing in our peripheTy who will be able to
subscribe to the series, and with whom we will be able to discuss the Letier:
as thay come out, and long, long nfteor. I don't think we wil] truty appre-
clate what all this new labor Rava hes sroposced she undertoke wiil mgan tor - -
organizationnlly and philosophically unless we see it »s the apportunlty to
test rurselves in the battle with 211 others on the most current subjcets . In
the days =head. '

/ind along with thage nev Letters,we will hove all the new pamphl ety
wt hive already begun work on. Black, Brown, Red is the one we witl hove in
our hands the minute this Plenum adjourns -« cnd we know that, for from buin-
merely a  new edition”, it 1is truly ¢ broad mew pomphlet with both o new )
Latino and a new Indian section. There is absoivtely no substitute for hoving
the voice of the foree of revolt be simultsneously the voice of s Marxist -
Humanist, 411 have salrendy scen how powerful is tho gection written by
Shainape Scheowe. The other great new ansect is the reproduction of the
Spenish language sections in the modest 1ittle 5¢ pamphlet that ties togethe:
a8 one the voleas of Chienno men - an? womer, Pucrto Rienn worker, Uruguayon
student with the excerpts From Chapter 9 of F&R and the review of 3in Nombr::
with the announcement aof the Spanish edition-to-be of P&R. ‘It is surc to hely
us make the Lat{ino puge into a rowerful arganization buildey,

: Before the end of the year, in hond to greet the Bicentennial of

the First lmericon Revolution, and ns prnoration for the one-in-the-mcking,

we will have our brand new pannhlet on the .merican Comnlttees of Correspun-
dence, with a‘special introduction by Lhe RER to draw the organtzacional
threads together in the some wry that cmerfcan Civilization on Trial did er co-
ccecaslon of the centennial of the Eme2ncination Proclamotion, ’

<+ T-de will alge be continuing the work asnund the oiher two pamphlets
to prepare thew for publication, an’ it is here that ir is &0 recesaary to soeo
that oll of these new pemphlets flow from P&R, or we will never get whoat wo
are tolking 2bout, no matter how. msny times we rapert P&k .ag Org Builder,®

Let*s back up, agoin, historicslly in our seif-development, for
one¢ more minute to see what happened in our organization artesivwr finally
broke through, not alone‘on_the ~bsolute Iden,  but te the orgenization thac
consummated it: N&L Comnittees, We All know the story of how we assigned
Reya at our founding convention to finish M&F -- and how we singled our,ng
the twin poies of our orgznization, the puper with vorker as editor, and
Marsism. and Frecdom which would re-estsblish both the ‘merican and the
Humanist roots of . Marxism, We hnd M&F in our hands by the end of 1957 and-
from that day to the day thet -P&R appeared, every single pamphlet that we
produced was.a further concretization of “BF. Just consider -- tremendous
as M&F was, and dezp eos it penetroted the ‘mericnn oots, 1t ¢euld not
possibly deal in any detailed way with the gu-cailed "Negro fuestion” -- ft
could only show the direction, Tt tank rmerican Civilization on Trisl te do
that, and before it, Frecedom Riders Sneck For Thumse'ggg. It was, first of
all, no aceldent that of all who participated in the. Freedom Rides, wa were
not only the first enes for yeais to hove nny pamphlet av all on the subjeet,
but we were the only cnes ever whe nucl .shed n prmphlet like thaot. The very
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title revezled rhe distinguishing mark cf Marxist-Humanism -- the creation

of the form where, when freedom fighters speak for themselves, the doing

and thinking bocomes one unified whole. But that was not sil it did, That
pamphlet forged a relationship between the Freedom Riders of 1961 and David
Walker, who publisheéd his Appesl way beck $n 1829, and becausc history s

7ot only past but present, and because activity is not only activity like
aoing to jail for a principle, but activity ss thought, in the midst of the
Story of the warches and sit-ins and bus boycoits, we reproduced an editorial
from N&L on the state of civil rights <. pot just In terms of the Bieck
struggle, but of those who resisted thought control, in terms of the Supreme
Seurt tuliog on the Smicu-HeCarren fcts.  in other words, the pamphlet was a
coseretization of Marxism and Freedom which hod taken up 200 years of the
freedom struggles, in terms nf the hlack struggies that were golng on at that
very momest, '

That is the way in which our pumphlet on Working Women thet we will
be working out to completign in che months ahead, must concretize Philosophy
#7d _Revolutign. What mskes it such a challenge i3 that, tremendous as was
the leap that M&F represents, PSR goes far béyond it, buillding from thai es-
tablished. grourd, P5R is more concrete becsuse it is more total for our
“imes. "It concentrates on the revolutions of today, and the revolutions yet-
no-be, yet shouws the historic link between philosophy and action -~ and the
‘raps end deadends that lie in wait for those who try to geparate these in-
znseparabies. /nd it wili, of necessity, be an organizational pawmphlet of
the highest order because, just as philosophy is not the added ingredient of
%L Committees, but its very =orz -~ so the distinguishing feacure of our
N&L-WL Committees {s not just sur concentration on Black and working women,
tut thot concentration with phllosophy -- or better expressed, that concen-
tration begause of philesophy, dialectics. : : ' '

e S

It fs not only thkat we will show mosses as Reason, and masses as
relf-organizetion, but that 'we will be able fo show spontuneity and orgonizp-
.tion as jnseparable, &s one and the sexe thineg, That 15 what will moke the
pamphlet, not a "popularization", but truly an exiension of Philoscphy and
hevolution -~ a further development of the Absolute Ides -- a pamphlet that
should make women want to hecome ‘pert of this exelting movement towards
" l:beration that N&L Committees alone represent in all the Left.

What should make us see that task as urgent is precisely what is
happening in the WL Movement, which illuminates the whole movement. Just
censider again the 1200 womern NMM was able to draw to that conference in
Antloch. -That surely shows: how alive ‘is the WLM and how ‘thirsty for idess --
and many of them were turnea off by NAM's elitism, for sure. The point is that
a:l the old peliticos, whether in old or new garb, wbsther with "big names" or
TG names, are chere, ready to divert the movement back into oll the old traps --
Angel: Davis into the CP; Shiels Rowbotham into Trotskyism or Maoism, Juiiet
Mitchell into Structuralism,

Because none of thew see woman £s Reason, they are all one form
or another of the Alienated Spirit thot we have been talk{=g about throughout
our pre-plenum discussions. That section of the Phenémenology -- Spirit in
Self-Farrangement, or the Discipline of Culture -- 1is the specific pert of
the Phenomenology that best illuminates our enoch of state-capitalism. It
mey be envier to see Mao as the one who hes "constructed not merely onc world
but a two-fold world, divided nand self-opposed" -- and who thinks that he can
decree unity where there is none. But It 1s not just the state-powers who
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are included here. Tt is all the Mqtﬁist tendencics who suffer the laversien .
of reality and thought, and reject the votality ci "Absolutes as New Beglunings.®

In their impetience to get to the Absolute -- the new soclety --
they are grabbing at shortcuts that deadend at state-capitalism, The im-
patience thst workers feel to get rid of th's soclety which is killing them
1s one thing, e totally different thing, that fn no way contradicts the fact
ther to really win the new soclety requires "the labor, the patience and the
suffering of the negatlve" that none among the Left but Marxist-Humanists secd
to understand in the slightest, ‘

It is kow we unite theory #nd practice thot defines cach age,
and esch stage. That is the importance of the pamphlets we are writing, #nd
of avery single concrete activity we engage in, in the year ahead. It is
that whis makes organizationsl respensibility, for us, philesophic respon-
=iLilit . And it is that recponsibility thet we are inviting all who are
nobt ot ilth us in N&L Committees t«. join in helping to work out.




