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THE TASK OF BUILDING THE AMERICAN BOLSHEVIE PARTY

At the Workers Conference a yenr ago it was brought to the
attention of the psrty that there was in it unmistakable signs
of diequiet and uncerteinty ebout ite course. It wae pointed
out that unless this was clsrified, » seri-us internal crisis
could easily result. (Building the Bolshevik Party) July 1945.

During the psst five yeals the purty has proved by .its poli-
tical activity end crganizational acenievementes that ite separa- ..
tion from the ¥P was rnot motivated by petty-bourgeois pressure
end fear cof the sacrifices end demands which resistsnce {0 the
war would entall. (Cannen). Though handicapred by the enforced
withérawal of a large percenitage cf its most sctive and exver~
ienced members, the pariy, by devoted labor end self-sacrifices,
was able to.establish: itself peolitically and orgenizaticnally
as a revolutionary prepaganda proup in the U.5. A large per-
‘centage of the membarship incustrislized itself and achieved =
. valuable.experience’ in the olass strugple. Our influence in the
~union movement, when seen in relation to car size, has besn
¢ effective. Yef all this hard work has nct bred conf ldencs. Un=

certainty oen be found in all layers of the party.’ R

: “The New York organization is.the heert of the party. A%

its convention, less than eix months after the Workers Sonfer—

ence, the inolplent oriels expressed: itsell with the utmest- . |
clsrity and slmost with vioclence. In the words of m mewmber of

the National Committee who took psrt 'in the discussion:  "Every.
one agreec that the morale of the membership is very low, that
the members do not have much conidfenoe .in the leading commit~
tees, that significsnt numbers are beginning to lose confidence:
"in the future of our party, that recruiting nas all but stopped
«.." (E. Erber, Internal Bulletin, December 31, 1945). .-

* * Different reasons-were givén, but there was substantial * -
sgreement among the rank end file that the above represented | ~..
the actual eondition of affairs. As the response to the organi- -
zational drive has shown and as ils work during five years hus
amply attested, the carty as a shole.is ready and anxiocus te. -
throw itself into the task of building the mass revolutionary:
party in the United 8tates. fThe doubts which have overtsken it, |
as will be shown later, are fundamentally the result of = ‘falge .
" politiced iine. Readiness to struggle sndmorifice are not suf-'
ficlent. IYf. after great efforts the perty gains only a small . '
number of members a really serious orisis would inevitably re- - "..
sult, with grest damage to the Fourth International at home and, -

abroed. The present resolution proposes:

- .1,  to recsll the party %o the Bolsrhevik method of buildwe .
ing the party. . ' . PR
i1,  to point out the root of the false oourse so-Rnat it . -
'may be more eamlly correoted. . C et
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With the adoptior o the transitional program, the Fourth
International in the U.8., mede the turn from & propaganda oir-
¢cle existence to the organxzed workers in the U.E. Previously
its propaganda was of a thcoreticsl order, (theory of permanent
revolution, sccialiem in a single country, erimes of the Comin--
tern, =to. 5, directed teward the Third International, the left-
wing of the Becond International (SP) and other advanced poli-
tical elements. Its main task now became propasganda for revo~
luticnary asction tc¢ the advanced dlerents in the working class.
8uch a propaganda 1is bpased upon the anelysis of the situation ir
the U.8. as pre-revolutlcnary, for without this, the idea of a
transitional rrogrem becomes ridiculous. The actual prowess of
building the party 1is the result of a politlcsl analysis of our
epoch in general. (See the International and Americ=n Resoclu-
tiong.) Its aim ozn be summsrized briefly.

; The party speake %o the advanced workers and, on the basm
of the cloeest s‘cruggle with them cn the immediste demands, :
uses every opportunity +to propsgandize for the organlzat*onal

. formg ond aotions whereby the workers csn oppede and: in time
overtbrow the outlwed labor ieadsrghip. The party as every.-.

" party except a propaganda circle begins alwavs witk the: ;.mmeuiate
demands of the masses but at the present stags of its develop~ ..

agitate the manses and legd 'shem in action) and & nropag.wnda"

- group which car oniy aim. at educating advanced vorkers..

_': The paruy cororetely am.s nt‘

. 1. winning over the developing revolutionary elements a—~
m'ong the workera. .
1i, prepering the mincxs of the masses so that in. *ime they
will come %o récognize the Workers Purty oz a recessary . reVolu-(-
tionary perty end convert it repidly Ainto a perty oapable of -
1eading the workers in action.

Prolatariar igation e

This type of propa'randa demands the proletarianiza+ion of
the previcus pr0paganda circle. -

The revolutionary propagunda group which has turned to the _
masses doee not merely industrismlize itself. Mere industriali-~"
zatlon does not advance the purpose of building the revolution~'
ary. party, but merely drovns the revoluticnaries in the mass.: .
. The party proletsrianizes itedf only to the.degree that in the .
" renks of the working class it noses the proletarian solution of

all questionn, i.e. the propaganda and.advooacy of revolutlon- :
‘ary action leading to the socisl revolution.. This muat not bo
confused, as 1t so often is, with the taske of the individual

rarty men.ber wwhe in the faot ;.or:; or union responds. always to an

existing conorste situafion. {See american Rasolution
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Rearuitment Qampaigng

Not only its own morale but the rapid radicalization of the
American masses makes reoruitment the first objective of the
party in the present stage.

. Both the history of the Fourth International in the U.S8.
and the higtorical clrcumstances of the development of the An—
cridgan proletarisv dictate specisgl efforts to adapt the transi~
tional programr for the purpose of effiective recruitment among
the American workers.

The old propaganda circle wae compelled to base. its genersl
line end its periods of recruiting sctivity chiefly upon the be-
trayals and fallures of the Third International in Europe. The
turn from the old propagsnda clirde towards the hasses demand
that_that activity be now harmenized with the rnythm of the de-
Yeloping class strugeple in the U.§. Thus cur recruiting cam- . .
paigns must be based upon such events as the etrike wave and
the lessons to be drawn from it.. ' R

During periods of gqulescence, the pariy is not impatisnt i,
at slow growth but mobilizes both {is membership and its sym— .~
pathizers 'in preparation for the couming events. When these ap-
proach and are actually in process, the party with its own 'res

“yoluticnary line carries on an intensive propagsnda sctivity.
Thus, as in a pericd of the sirike wave, the party’ should be'.
mobiiized and readyto produce a pamphlet every &4 daye or. even.

“every week, giving the Marxist anelysis of a1l aspeots of the":

. 8trike. - at the conelusiom of the mass action, the party then
proceeds to initiate & final recruitment drive and cannot feil

%o win adherents. It is not in the least impossible for. the

- party to double, treble or even further multiply ite membership,

within 'a nompzratively short pericd of a few weeke or months::

But in order toc be able to do this, the party must carefully -
train and prepare not only its membership but ite contacts and.
eympotnizexs for the inevitability of revelutionary develop— - .
‘ments and the distinctive role %o be played by the party at.all

stages., - _ ‘ . _ v
$7}f o . R S
To reach the new type of worker aimed at by the turn from
the old-propaganda cirole the pavty must reorient itself and - -
bese its activity upon the specisl national characteristics of
the American working class. - . :

: The AmeTican working olass.lacks at the present time & - =
spirit of generalization and of theory. It becomes therefore .-
the special functiun of the party to frame its propaganda for
Tevolutionary action and its general propagasnda not in terms .of
eriicles sbout socialism but In t erms of the development of - @ =
‘Ameriocen society snd partiocularly the development of the Amerl-
can proletariat. - - o

W

UThe truthe of communism and the methods of sooial revolu~’
tion" must be drawn and expounded on the basis of the historiqgl




development of classes in the U.8. and the ooncrete evanta to—
day in the life of the American peopls. On this basis alone
can the propaganda group as distinot from the old propaganda
circle find a fertile reception in the minds of the -ordinary . |
rank and file fAmerican workers. Upon this basis the party ocan -
give to the advanced Americsn workers the ideclogical convic-
tion of the destiny of their ciaes to lsad society. It im

this which brings workers to the revolutionary party and the
full conclusione of Bo;shevism. (8ee Education, Fropaganda and

Agitation.)

Integrstion

The perty, having turne¢ from the old prOpacanda circle,
fscee the task of Integratinrg rank and file workers into the
organlzatlon. This task 1s acouwrplished:

i. Dby striet attention to the immediste problems of the
individual workexr in his factory and union.
ii. the Americanization of Bolshevism as described abovg.
iii. the presentation of the actions of the proletarian.
- and peasant masses abrcad, not in general, but in.strict rela-
tien to the'activity of the Fourth International 88 an: aotmve B
urevolut1onary organization. :
. . 1ili. instruction in the hiatoric tradition, achievement
and methods of Bolshevism in opposition to g#ll bourgeoia 1earn~
cing, theories and 1deas. o . ‘ G

. Nepro- workers preaent Bpecial problems to the) party. The
sltuatica of Negross in the United States gives the party many.
npportunities to participate and give direction to Negro strugr
gles for demvoratic. rights. 'This rieets the justified demand,
characterlatic of Negroes for immediate action on thei* spen—
18l prgblenms. v : , P

V/Qbe Negro- worker, _£ar more than the white worker, requires
- ideologloal understanding not. only of. the development .of the
Aneriocan prceletarist in Amerlcan sooiety but of the aevelonment
of Nagro struggleec. .An important part of his Integration: in
the Workers Party is a Leniniet ecucation in the objeotiva Tolo
which the Negro masses have played in the past and'will play in
the ocoming proletarien revolution. The educeation not only of ..~
Negroes but of the party as. a whole in the significanca of i thia
sbjeciive role:
i. -bpinde the Negroes to the party
ii. enables them %o anewer not only to themaelves but. tos
their contacts the justified doubts’'as to the faté of Negroes, !
a{ter they have participnted in the overthrow of the bourgeoi—
sle. N

‘111. is the basis for harmpnioua relations between whi*es'
and Negroes under. the pressure of bourgeois race prejudicé -
which will inoreaaingly be felt in the party ag it drawa 1nto




ite ranke not int-ll-otuals, but
ahitc end Nogo-

Expericnce has also indliested that Negroes, properly in—
tograted into the party, cennot only bring substantial numbers
of Negrees Into the party, but are also & means of attracting
white workers. | -~ :

hecruitment, JIntepraticsn mnd Education

The propaganda oircle based its educsiion upon the special
differences vetwecn itself and cther proletarian political or~
ganizations. On the contrary, the education ofa.propaganda
group whichms turned towards the maeses must be founded on
the genersl principles and trezditions of Marxism as a new con-

ception of society and a rew wuy of life. :
The foundation of the party's educaticn therefore must bes

i. the study of Qanital and the related classice of
Marxism so as to enuble the pariy to snalyze the different
stages of the development of the Americsn economy, Amerlosn sc-
'ctety end the developing role of -thie proletszrias. The study of
Capital has always becn the baosis (a) of all strateziv analysis
by vwhich the Marxist verties developed thelr practical activity
(b).the means by which ropk gnd file workers translated their’
practical experierce at tne point pf oroduetion irto sonscicus;
oppogition to gll seovscts of bourgeoig soclety. - N

: 1i. -study of the numerous writings, discussions, conver-
sations of Trotsky on the Amerioan quacstion, Negro question, s
etc. Theee doouments form the indispencable manual for the d
velopment of the JAmericzn revecluticnary party. e
ot 11i. +the production snd study of material, (pemphlets,

~ outlinee) of Americen history to Ffamiliarize the party membsrs
"with all pbhases of past soclal revolutlonu in the U.8., leaging

' "to the inevitability.of proletarian revolution. T

 iiii. the study of the history and development of ‘the™ '
Fourth Jnternaticonal, particulddy in the U.B. : o

_ In the special circumstances of Amerioen develepment, it ;
is precisely the rank and file workers above all others %0 whom
the party must glve, both as contacts and far more as members, -
8 comprehensive training in revoluticnary thought -and the re— -
volutionary way of 1ife as the concrete developing alternative.
to collapsing bourgecis scolety. 'Not only doss the worker need
this for himsel¥, but it is only by this meens that at’ the pre-
sent state of the party's development, he oan make the deepesh.
. and nost effective apreal to his fellow workers to join our parr
~ty.  With rank and file workers interest in and defonce. of the.
party line is the result of a peesionate devotion to the per—
* .. ty, bokn of gratitude for the new world whioh 1% hae ~opened
%0 ‘them. The most importsnt part of this egucatilon is given.

v




not in formel glasses but in Labor Action, _the party press and

nemghlata, the publio meetings of the party and the whole atmcs~
phara which the leadership above ali inptills into the party.

I .

A Bolshevik party st this etage, can be developed on no
other foundation, least of &ll in the United 8tates. The ne~
cegenyy educaticon in the epecific contributions of the party to.
Marxiew in the pest five years, concentratlon on "immediate de-'
mandsf, the conception of "plenty for all' -~ none of these can
he the means of attracting or helding rank and file workers in
any nunbere in the party.y/fff’ ‘ '

The Press

Labor Action ~ The new elght—page Labor Action muet meke
no organized distinction betweer a section on day-to-day strug-
gle and s "kagazine® section on theory. To maintain this sep—
aration would inculcate the old Menshevik concepiion of minimum
demands and maximum program, & conception wholly foreign to the

... transltional program. ,

) .Lzbor Aotion must so teach:the doocirines of Marxism.that i
will prepare -ite readers to become the oadres of the Fourth In-
ternational and be iteelf a direct reoruiting agent for the' ..’

- Workers Party. The t=chnical meane et the: digposal of modern .
.- gooiety and the rsdioalization’ of ‘the mueses demand that: the:

© “per perform this funotion.. . Labor Action must here profit by.th
. gxpérience of the French Party (1938) as to the alm of & mass

riewepapser: ) : R o . . o R

"This alm is above all inter-related @ith the aim.of the-
party 1tself; to forge oadres, provide the explanation’
of the situation =nd not to stop at merely agitational”
slogans, whioch, lsoking explanations and politleal gen-.

graligation are powerlese to make the workers under- '

.etand the Fourth Internationel's reason for existence.!

(Founding Conference, p. 101)

To put "more socialism"into the paper 18 not a matter of
adding theoreticsl articles, but meking the papsr opsnly re-
gognizable by the workers as an.orgqn’ofunevolutionary social~

&1 ) ) . .

" :

——

 The New Integrnntionel ~ The New Intemnational as the theo-: :
retical organ of the party must perform its traditional funo-
tion of making a Kerxist analysis of ourrent events, of vigox-.'
ous propaganda for the party line and polemical attaocks upon its
- opponents. But 1t cannot in this pericd address itself to ope’
- ponents to tha neglect of the theoretical preparation of itwy
© 'members for thelr mailn t aski- tranforming. the propaganda ovirclec
og-tge Fourth Internaticnal to & mass revolutionary parfy in
t e .B.‘ ) i . _.l.. Ca . .. s ‘"
] .

The Néwflﬁterﬁétional;'in ite pageé-&nd'othaf publiqﬁti&ﬁé
directed by 1t, must train the advapcad cudres qf‘tpe'payyyhini




(a; dialectiosl materialism (b) Marxian politioal economy, and’
{0) historinal materialism. Thus trained party oadres will su--
Ply the party and the Amsrican proletariat with a constantly oL
growlng armory of weapone againgt American bourgeois soclety. ‘
On the basis of this eduocation the New Internationsl must
' wake itself responsible for serious analyeis of ali aspectg of
American life and history, and partioularly of the labor move-
ment. The party muat have patience.and recognize that thip
serious theoretical work, long overdue, will in time Permeate
:he party and be refleoted in its every day life and immediate
aske. : ’

In the present disintegration of American society and word .
gap;talism as a whole the party must set itself g5 an immediats
agk: -
i making LA & dirsct recruiting agent = e
ii making the New International, far mors than in 1938,
the intellectual center of that growing body of radiag? thought
“in-the'U.8. which is oritical of American bourgeois sooiety. and
hostile te 8talinism. The party must recognize that . faillure
in thie tagk cannot be laid ‘to the objeotive situation whioh i
‘overvhelmingly favorable, . - o e
* Ihe Fowrth Internstional ‘ _ ’ N
The party must educate the members in the spirit and pri
olples and best traditions of the Fourth International, :'Th
publication of the official doocuments and impo:
of the Fourth International in the party press;.
puplic .and internsl, ‘and (b} while crificizing the Internation

- al .wherever its line confliots with .the party line, not to fo=

. lerste under any circumstances or to allow to go uwnchallenged -
abusive and contemptuous atatements gbout its interpationdlism,

. or-1tes open characterization ty responsible party members as
"not worth a pinch of salt", end 'a bunch of politioal bankrup

II . o
r The future developmén’s of the party along the path out—

" tined above can only be achieveu if the party recognizes the
causes for its previoue stagnation and present uncertainty,snd
reaolEEg;y Toots: out all manifestations of them. B

The greatest danger to the party's. growth and development

~at the present time is represented by the "emall mass party" .
conception of Comrade Erbbr. For over three years Comrade Lund
has oarried on u persistent and sharp strugpise in the National:
-Committee over the method of building the party. In arelated
series of documents he-has acoused the barty leadership-of
‘"pessimisn, dimmed vision...lack of sweeping imegination.."
esatisfaction with erumbs when loaves are available%.rOutinism

conservative traditionalism...we are luoky to exist at 211  ’

- spirit." He acouses the leadership of 1aggipg-behind:the;§§~

'




ganization. "Nowhere does the luck of boldness and, imagination -
strike one sc sharply as in our topmost circles. Houtinism and
tradition seem to seek thelr final refuge thers." He has for
three years denounced the party for having no perspective. Cow— .
rade Broel's views are thr Fruit of a thecry built upon his con-
ception of the past of our movement. For Xrher "Trotskylsm has
been synonymous with 'esestarienism'". For him the "conservatism
ef Canncn was the typleal expression of Trovekyism on the or—
ganizational side." "The sterility of Cannon is the logloal
result of the 'sectarianism', 'doctrinarism®, 'rigid, ideologi-
cal shell®™ of Trotsky. Trotsky hiiself was savad from this Jlo-
giecal conclusion of his doctrine orly by nhis "idealism and ~om-—
mon sense'. Aecording to Comrade Brirsr, the First Four Congres—
ges of the fommuniet International znd the history of Bolsfe—
vism have not been submitted te critical study bubt are viewed
as "sacrosencif. HThe WP is not and should not be a Trotskylst
pParty in the senss thsat is uvsually meant.? It is from this cone
ception of thke past cof our movement, elsborated in lengthy and
comprehensive documents, thst Erber has oonsisiently supported
the pregent Labor Action. It is nn this basis that he wishes
the party to trensforme 1lteelf into 2 "emall mass party".

. .The theories of Erhar on party-buiiding are dangerous be-. -
cause the majority uf the leadershkip in actuziity hes no other:
perspective to offer to the party-ase a guide. to party buillding,”
' Defining propazganca as polemic against rivel parties, Comrade -
Shachtman rejects the conception of ths party as & revolutionary
propaganda orgenization.. Thies rejection is the essence of Oom<:
rede ETher®® conception. ' Coe e T

: The parbty must realize the close connecticn betwesn the .. 7

- -theoreticel neresiss of Zraer, the equivocal. position of Bhasbi-~ i

. man end the confusion cn party building which is now rife in.

" .'the psrty. {Bee Building the Bolghevik Party)., The party must -
unkesitatingly reject these ideas ard thoir manifeatations,”
open .or.concealed, in all sspects of partv life. .

bl Vﬁgz—BWP'and'tne Yemall mass party?

The "emall mass party! conceptlon is no personal aberra—

- ticn of Qomrade ExbeX. The party must recognize it se in ea-
senoe the result of the political inaxperignce of the American
proletariat and long years c¢f struggle against the usurpation .. -
of "revolutionary' leadership by 8talinism. The party must es- - -
pecially recognize that in rejecting Zsimr's idess and parti-
cularly their manifestaticns irn the building of the party, it

" will be doing far more than putting itself on the right road g
-towards building the Bolshevik Party. It will also help to vor-. -
reot the false oourse of the SWP, and lay the basie for an ef~ - -
feotive unified organization. : -

The WP practices the "small mass parsy! conception in a
form ooncealed (and to some extent corrected) by its Brrsnuo§ggsi
attempts to adhere to the stratagic conceptdona of Trotsky. Bu-,

‘allel to ite genuine revolutionary temper in propagands in.

‘.
ot




concrete trade union sotivity it builds illusions among ite
membershlp about its influenge in the unions enc. leading the
werkere in mass strugples. Only a powerful mass party oan at—-
tempt to exeroise the organizaticnal funoticn of leading workers
in day-to-day struggles withoub :

i guocumb ing to opportunism, and .

i1 having the work of 1ts members swept away by obvious
inability to withetand the pressurse of the trade union bureau-
ocrats vhenever these wish to destroy the influence of the prepe~
ganda group.

The past history of the party (Los Angeles and Philadelphia)
ghow, and the inevitable puncturing of the illusions of the
gWP will show, that oniy a correct conception of its function
can save the Fourth Internaticnal from diverting ite preocious
energles into fruitless and demorslizing channels. . Li::”

111

The particular pe:sistence of Erharts ideas in all layers
of our party is not at &ll accidentel. The WP was born oub ef.
a split of the 8%P: 1In the course cf the dispute Comrade Trot-
aky summed up his view of the historical significance of the. .
dispute as follows: (In Méfense of Marxism, D. i04) P

o ngcientific eocislism is the conscious expression of the
*unoonscious historic process; namely, the ingtinctive and ele~
‘mental drive of the proletariat to reconstruct soclety on comm
. ‘munist beginninge. Theae orTganic tendencies in the peychology.
of workers spring.to life with utmoet rapidity in the .epoch.of
crises and wars. The discussion has revealed, beyond all .questin
a clash in the party between & petty-bourgeois tendenoy and & "
_proletarian tendency. The petty-bourgeois tendendy revesls lts
‘confusion in its attempt to reduce the program of the party. so;
the. small -coin of 'concrete’ questions. The proletarian tenden—
oy .cn the contrary strives to correlate all. the partisl ?EéBAE;
%iens into theoreticel unity. - At steke at the present time is’
not the extent to whioh individual membere of the majority: con=
sciously apply the dialectic metaod. What is important is the.
faoct that the majority as a whole pushes toward the proletarian’
posing of the guesticns and by very feason of this tends to - |
assimilate the dimlectic which is the talgebra’of the revolu— *

Ction. - |

This stetement does not exhaust or even eXpress either the .
complete cirocumetances of the split in 1940, ox the course of, - .
the WP or the 8WP since that lime. Keverthelees, the main dif--
ficulties of the party et the present stage oan be traced di-

- rectly to its refusal -to base itself upon this instinctive drive
.of the proletari~t %o reconstrunt socliety on communist begin= -
nings in the epoch of. the death-ggony of capitalism. ;,;%-

. - I ot

g
!

Beoause the rarty does not uneguivocslly base its polley: -
on the instinotive pevolub ignary striving: of the proxetariaty,




1) it falls to make revclutiﬁnary prcpaganda and thcrefcme
doos not recruit revelutionary workers. :

3) 1t sends its membere into industry overwelghied with
the irpossible task of bringing not even socialist but meore
pcléticar consciousness to sixty milllon "baokwari" Ameriocasn
workers.

3} it does not recognize that at present the: paxty's on~—
ly olai® to leadership ip ideological and therefore places the
parvy in the hopeless situation of ocmpeting with the lavor
bureauorats ae & more sincere and more militant wing of the
trade union movement.

e ST B
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4) 1t fails to teach the methods of social revolution and
therefore 1s compelled to put "more Bocialism® in the paper by .
%ncreastng the number of abstract articles on the sncialist

ea.- "

5) .1t fails in its preas to point out and interpret the .
steady move toward socialiem and the leadership of the nation:
-by the hrme rlﬁan working class. It is therefers ocompelled to ..
fall back on frenzied denunciation of the evils ..

. 8) it has deV°loped a purely. arbitrary distinction be—

- tween propaganda and’ -agitation, based on the conception of
‘propaganda not a&s revclut1cnary propegenda for the: socia1_1c~
vcluticn but as pclz*ical polcmzc with the 8WP. R ‘

7) it fails to- carry on: & sericuc pclirical educsticn ot
the proletarian vanguard and, as a result, the party inev*tably
‘experiences an internal depoliticalization, which 18 merely-‘an
internal refleoction of the external concentraticn on- "immediw
‘ate demands. ¥

B) it fails to teach Bolsnevism to” the Anerican Torkera(
.and therefore does not discues ite own development in Bolshe~'
vik terms but in terms of regime,. coneervatiam of 1eadership
ﬁhber) lack of fcrcea, (Shachtman) ete. . s

.Rejecting ail ‘types of bcurgeols sclutlcne tc the prcblemar
of society, but at the same time governed by retregreessive con= .
-cepts of the proletarizt, the party leadership undermines- ther
revolutionary confidence of the party membership in itself by~
a perpetual vacill:tion between opposing political pcsiticna.

”he party vacillates on the

1) Russlan auest*on (between the position of Oarter and
‘the official party position) .

\ .
2):character,cf our Qgcch (vetween the theory of retro—

grespgion and the theses of the Fcunding confcrenoe of. the."
Fourth Internaticnal) .

: gg%g_gpg ion (between the oid SOfial-Democratio uon—
cepticn o} ebs and the - Leninist—!rctckyist concep+ion) L




- 4) 8talinien (for and akeinst the CP-3P-0GT sligen, euppors -
and nen-support of the Shinese peasants, for and against the '
EAM & ELAS to power, etoc.) —

_-B) Qerman revolution during the war (implying its 1mpoaéi~
billity and predicting its imminence)

8) Fourth International (between saying that the only hope
of the revolutlor in Europe ieg the Fourth International and at .
the sare time igncring the publicetions and policy of the Fourth
Internetional =znd denounoing it as politically bankrupt)

7) Buresucratic cecllectivism (rejecting it as a new social
orCer cxcept for Russia and at the sare time eXperimenting both
in theory and in practice with the idea of a new burszaucratic
colleotivist social corder)

PRI T

o). B)rhistoridsl‘foundétions of the Fourth International (be—
tween attacking all who preach thet 3tzlinism is the. -ineviitable
fruit of Bolsheviem and at the same time asserting that Leninls
and Trotsky's treatment of the Menshevike and. Social-Revolu—
tionaries, (ratified by many Congrssses and by Lenin himsell)
contributed to the degeneration of the revelution and the vig— -
tory of 5talinism. (The "Mistakes" of the Bolspgviks, Hi, No~. - .
vember, 1943) : o . : P
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The party at this s%age, lacking effective forees, can - -

. sustain itgelf only by a clear conseistent political line .and-th'e
firmest conviction of its past and ite future. If even the‘line
is provee incorrect, a healthy party cati change it and thereby i’
even galn in coniidence. The present vaoillating course of the

- party leadership on fundamental Questions 1is cne of the chief
causes ‘¢f the uncertainty of the pariy. ‘ o

. The party must establish and resolutely mailntain until i /™
- is changed a fimm political line on all fundamental questions.:
: S N

Demonraﬁ;g_Gﬁntraligg‘ggg the Qadre ° ‘ R

Unable to mobilize the full force.of the party for actiom
behind a firm, olear, political line, the party leadership ig.
driven to intensify education in the spscisi discoveries of the
party during the past five yesras. But inasmuoh as this line = .
cannot be related to the rasant past of the Fourth International
{e.g., CP~8P-CGT to FWhithex Prance; the Negro position to the
writings of Troteky, eto.) the party educatlion cannot oring the .
desired resulte. - . ' R

In full control of the party press and party education and;'
with leading representatives cf 1ts line in nearly all the oen—..
ters of the party, tne leadership is foroed so tay to achieve -
by orgenization what it cannot do by politiocal means. It is -

- driven to attempt to establish oohesiocn in the organizaticn—by?p”}
the impesiticn from above.of a oadre, to be composed ercentialdy
of those Who subsoribe to the special theoretical ocontributicne

“. of the party. R : LTl
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Any attempt to carry out the cadre principle will result
in the virtuel crestion f a thinly-disguised faction, the set-
ting up of vwo types oFf membershin, the relegation of experi~
enced, politically developed, devo%ed party members to the
gtatus of second-oclass clitigens, as well as give a false eduoca~
tion to new members as to the relationship in the party betweem
members of opposing pclitical views.. Thus, the word, oadre,
which, in its Bolshevik sense, signifles the development of the
whole membership in the baais principles and traditione of Marx-
ism, rejection of all bourgecis ccncepts and ideas, devotion to-
the party and readiness to submit to its discipline, has now
become degraded by the application of it to a factional men-.
euver. A ‘ .

The party must resolutely reject this concept and any atw-
templ to put it into practice. - . .

v

Bolshevism and Unity

) The WP .must base its demand for unity on the theories and
praciices of Bolshevism and the objective eituastion in the U-
nited 8tatee. ) ' : 3

The WP condemns the leadership of the Fourth International
. - for not pronouncing itself clearly end unequivocally and de— .’
. manding that the WP accept the proposals of the WP for unity
I% conderns the BWP majority for its unprineipled and dishen- :
est Tactional meneuvers in regard to the proposals of unity mede
by the AP and the BWP minority. o : o
The WP, while récognizing the objective results of a con—
cgrste situation, disapproves og the aovtions of the EWP minority:

. 1) in allowing its faotional struggig,to reach the perspec<
‘tive of a split on the guestion of Oannon’&. regime.: LS

2) in coﬂducting its factional struggle in a manner harm-
.. ful to the educstion of the Fourth Internstional and particu-
. larly the youth in the traditions of principled Bolsheviks.

By these actions it has done harm to the very cause of-
unity it initiasted. I% has lost the opportunity of effective :
reslstance to' the unprincipled Cannonite opposition to unity and
has done harm to the Bolshevik morale of the whole movement in .- -

" the United States. . - - s - ot

The WP pronounces itself against eplits in the Fourth In- ..,
ternstional of any kind exoept on the political ground that the -
party from which the split ie proposed is no longer an instru- - .

.ment of the proletariat againet the bourgeoisie.. i

The WP dencunoes splits in organigzaticns which have left -

the propaganda cirole stage and addrees themeelves serloudly; to
workers. It does grest harm to the eonoeptions of Bolsheviem

. *




A TR S 2 T B ey P S L W E S e e e R
e :
g b

when workers are assked to devote their lives %o one party and
then told that although the parties still stand on the revoiu-
tionary principles of the Fourth International, it should be
abandoned in favor of another. o

The WP doees rnot uhduly concern itself with problems such

ag Hansen's article an Cannon and controversy in thé BWP about
the rights of intellectuals to oriticize the party and the pub~
lication or non-publication of letters, eto. It does not give '
the slightest credence t0 the conception that a peatty ocannot be
built witk Cennon. It is confident that if Cannon or Cannoniem
or any other individual or tendency stande in the way of build- .
ing the Fourth.Internationel in the U.8., then the revolution—
ary cadres in both the WP and the SFP will either defeat such
individuals or tendencies or thereby prove thelr inability %o
defeat the bourgeoisie. The WP mekes its main . attack on Cannch's
regime its refusal to enter honestly into fusion negotiations.
Phis refusal betrays its stultifying monolithic conceptions. The
WP Tecopnizes that the mere acceptence of fusion between the Two
Ra:ties‘wogld strike a death blow.at the monolithic. conoeption. '

11 other preoccupationa are subordinate, discrient the mem- -
. bership of both partiass snd strsngihen the Cannonite mis-edida—
“tion in the rank and file of the SWP on unity- SR

: The WP stands for the unity of the Fourth Internationalal
home and abroad and recommends to the party to use all legiti='
mate means to carry out its polioy of unityl not being deterrefl
by the Gishonesty .cf the SWP leaderchip or the ignorance and...

D ¥

. - fgnatioism of its members. It 1s confident that its owvm devo—

tion to thé principles of the Fourth Interndional, its proved
‘capacity to struggle against the bourgeoisie and -the developing
objective situation will compel the formation of a united .paxrty
in the United States. . ' J ’ S
. Finally, the WP denounces the invitztione in any form, in '~
publie oxr in private, to any mirority to leave the party... =

‘ VI L A i

The parbty must consiently besr in mind the peouliar olx-
 cumstences under vwhich the Fourth International functions to- .
“day, owing to the tension of the whole international situation -
and the smallness of the organized revolutionary forces. Itse- :
individual members will be called upon to carry out bvaskzs-of . |
revolutionary leadership and responsibility whioh will tax theix
energies and resources to the utmost. It is therefore of ex-~ !
treme importence that workers who join the party find in the.
party itedlf a means of developing themselves aB revolutioniete
of mastering to the fullest extent.of their capsbilities the. . ...
theory and practice of Bolsheviem. It ghold be impossihle for
any party member even after only a few monthe in the party:to
‘Feel that he has not learned anything. In 1ius pressnt condltion
of dissatisfaction with bourgeols spoiety but yet lacking revow
. lutionary theory, layers of the Americen proletariat will be

i




found receptive to the idems of Bolsheviem, but only if the.
propagandist of Bolsheviem is himself & trained, serious, edu—
cated Bolshevik, preferably 2 worker, able to give by his per—
sonal example and personal exposition aome indicaticn not only
of the gocialiem vhich the party aims at but the socialism which
it representc today. This can be learnt first of all in the
party. : .

Buch a condition does ot exist in our party todey. That
it should be realized, demands from the membership firet of all
a clear conception of the dialecticel counection betwesn the in-
ternaticnel perspectives of the party, its nationel perspec— -
tives and the task o¢f party-building. It demsnds from the mem
berghip a resolute determination tc discuss its problems with o
serious recognition’ of the great iesues involved and to be mer— | -
ciless_against all who shtw by their arguments, demeanor and .
general procedure that they seek least of all a olarification .
of issues and the education of the membership. L

Above all, the united membership must drive out of owr ..
renke defeatism, pessimism and soepticisy in egny ehape or fornm
It must base itself unequivocally upon confidence in the hie-
‘toric destiny of the preletsriat and in the party.as lis‘ex-
pression. Without this basis, even the correct revolutionary
line can only bring a feiw more mambers and ‘continue the: party

. on e more or less stagnant course. -With this'basis, the- party
‘can by the proper educaticn, training and petience go. .prepare-
itself that as the proletariat moves to its dsstiny, it will.in-
4noreasing numbers recognize the propagande group of. the Fourth
Internaticnal end.steadily tranform it into the mass rTevolu~' ¢
tdonary psrty which will lead the social revolution. S

J. R. Johnson

March 18, 1948
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