Draft Perspectives——1978-1979

- lnfrodu’ction; _ Suddenly, U.S.fimperial-ism has :"a China cord”

As the 1970s draw to a close, new revolu-
tionary beginnings are emerging, be it in Soweto,
or the South Bronx, Women's Liberation, or youth
in anti-racialism and anti-nucléar demonstrations
throughout Europe as well as the U.S. These new
beginnings, though they are the sheerest of be-
ginnings, are forcing the Big Powers, Chino in-
cluded, o undertake il scrts of desperate meas-
ures in search of global re-alignments to assure
single maostery of the world by "One,” be it either
of the two nuclear gionts, United Stotes and
Russig,or by ...

Thus, from the banquet hall in Peking, on
May 22, came the soft-spaken, yet rashly boom-
ing voice of President Carter’s super-hawk, No-
ticnal Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski: “We
share China’s resolve to resist the efforts of any
nation to establish global or regional hegemony
. . . China and the U.S. oppose others who seck a
monolithic world. We are confident that Sino-
Americun cooperation is not only in ocur mutual
interest, but is in keepirg with the thrust of
history. Neither of us dispatches international
.marauders who mosquerede as non-aligned to
advance big power ambitions in Africa . . .

As if anvone could possibly fail to speil out
“others” as Russio and Cuba, China’s Foreign
Minister, Huang Hua, flew first to the U.S, ond
then to Zaire to stretch Chinas designotion of
Russia as its “Enemy No. 1" to that of the
“World’s Enemy No. 1. Here, Huang Hua ad-
dressed that most hypocritical world confab, the
UN-—nuclearly armed to the stratosphere, but
talking itself deaf and dumb about disarmament.
There, he embraced the murderer of Lumumba,
Mcbutu, The flight to Zaire was timed for the
opening of “the West's” meeting in Paris 1o
approve France's acting as the werld's policeman
tor the latest stage of neo-coloninlism.

The doily press is too busy showing off its
“'know-how' about shifting alobal cllionces, and
how much of the sudden chilly wind reminiscent
of Cold War days hos been let lcose for "home

_-politics”’ _because Carter’s popularity " is going

down, @s if what ‘is involved s compaign-type
nolitics of Carter vs. Reagan vs. Ford. The truth
hos nothing to do with that kind of “politics.”
The home front is at stake, but what is at stake
on the home front is not Cold War politics, or
detente. What is at steke is the deep economic
crisis, the recession thot refuses to go away. it

is @ home {ront present in edch of the countries.
Neither Russia™nor the U.S. can get out of this
global economic crisis, whether, internationally,
Cold War politics is unieashed or modified to
detente. It remains primary for each.

In last year's Draft Perspectives, os. we
examined the global economiz erisis along with
that most horrifying of ali weapons—ihe N-bomb
which kitls humans but-leaves property intact—
we colled the thesis, “Time Is Running Out.”
None, however, thought it would come so soon,
that is to say, just when Carter stopped ‘'the
production’ of neutron bombs, and just when he
set out “to clarify” (i.e., “to modify’) his Nea-
tional Security Hawk's views of “"the China card,”
which -actually tnegnt to canonize that global

reshuffling of altiances. . -

b

Although not until the actual day of shooting
begins do rulers ¢lose all doors—Carter could,
after all, unite os easily with Russia” ageinst
China as with China against Russio— still, as

Cemmander-in-Chief, he indulged in such sabre- -

rattling at Annepolis, June 7, that he made even

the announcement of a possible Sait [l agreement

sound like nothing so much as o nev phase of
Cold War. Just az the ‘1962 -aissiie crisis with
Russia over Cuba permitted Kennedy to start
talking all aver again about detente with Russio,
so the combination of “the China card” and
possession of the M-bomb permits Carter to talk
of “possible’ Salt 1l aqreement without any fear
of being accused of being “soft on Communism.”

When Kennedy and Khrushchey were “‘eye:
bail to eyebalfl” in nuclearly-armed ships of con-
frontation, who could possibly have mistaken
detente for “appeasement”? And when oll is said

and done now, wha con doubt that Pax Americana

still rules the rasst? The ground is cleared for
passible U.S. adventures-in confrontation with
Russia in the Horn of Africa. What, after o,
concerns Carter in Africa is the oil route from the

. Middle Eost to the whole of "“the West' as well
as Japan. It is 1the Middle East that remains the,

hotspat both “initself’” and os it could- set off
nothing short of o world holocaust.

Ever since the 1973 Arab-israeli War, when
Sawvii Arabia began to use oil as a political weo-
pon as well s quadrupling oil prices, West Europe
as well as Japan began to move awoy from the
U.S.’s “lecdership.” "Once not only the Nixon-

- Vol 23, No. 6

- I P e e

July, 1978

Kissinger policy ~— of ewwthin§ From outright

military threats against the oil kingdoms to shuttle
diplomacy — come to a standstill; but Sadot’s
spectacular trip fo Jerusalem likewise got no-
where, Carter embarked upon his own twofold

"spectacular: {1} to teli Congress that: Isracl's arms

deal would depend on his being given on arms
deal with Soudi Arabia ond Egypi; ond (2) to
send Brzezinski to get thot “China card” by
revealing some secrets the Americon people still
do not know. Not that China, which had been
rolling out the red carpet for Nixan ever since
1971, needed much persuasion, bit Science —
with a capital “'S” befitting the N-bomb age —
sounded especiolly inviting te technologically-
bent post-Mao China, '

And thus, U.S. imgerialism —- besides now
having not one, but two imperialist outposts in
the Middle East—hos also “a China card'! Afl
the more imperdtive does it becorve for us not
only to say a loud “No!” to U.S. copitakist
imperialism as well os to other utate-copitalist
adventurers, no matter how effectivii their charade
as “Communists’ continues, but theroeticolly to
prepare to tronsform the totality of the world’s
myriad crises into social revofution: -

Thot cannér be done by fiot ur by the "van-
guard ‘party,” much less by just standing oside
to woir for "the right moment” shen cbjective
and subjective meet to become the pre-revolu-
‘tionary situation.. A serious begianing must be
made with daily activities that, Fowever, do not
limit "our "vision to this year’s Perspectives but
consider that vear in the context of the decade of
the 1970s rather thon limited to the high-point,
1948, as if the theoretic void did not help that
high-point to abort.




New Beginnings that @etermin’e the End ...

. The Movement from Practice ond
the Questions 1t Raises

The capitalists have every right to continue
with their nightmare fear cbout the return of
1958. Revolutioncries connof indulge in the 1968
euphoria of near-revolutions flowering into out-
right social. revolutions without a theory of revo-
lution. It is true that 1968 was the high point of
the 1960s and “everything seemed possible,”
especially when rot only students but 10 millior
workers went on general strike in Paris. [t is not
true thot any revaluticn has ever fully succeeded
that was not groundad in a philosophy of libera-
tion.

1978 is the tenth anniversary of a year
which shook up the entire world—from DeGoaulle’s
‘France to Mixon's USA; from Mao's China o
Lotin America; and from East Europe, especially
Czechoslovakia, to Africa. li ended in outright
counter-revolution — with Russia’s invasion of
Czechosiovakia, and with the near-revolution in
France, nborted without DeGaulle having to fire
a single-shor, The point is that revolutions cbort
not only because of the might of the rulers, but
because the rebels themselves are not armed with
o total philosophy that could have become the
unifying force for the proletariat and the student
youth, for the Women's Liberationists and the
African Revolutions.

The 1970s may not be as octivist as were
the 1960s, but they certainly have raised new
fundemental prcblems, whether that be the blue-
collar blues at the point of preduction, or the
need for a different philosophy of life; whether
that be the struggle against the newest production

robot — Unimation ~— which only needs to'b2
programmed .and not _retooled, o the need of
unity between Soweto and the ‘South-Bronx. It is
for this reason thot the jumping off point foi- the
decade 1968-78 is_not so much France, 1968,
as the USA, 1968, that is to say, the Kemer
Report which had been forced by the 1967 Black
uprising to admit that the U.S, was two nations,
#separate and unequal.”’ That had more relevance
for the decade of the 197Cs because it brings us

.
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straight back to the econoinic base where there
“never was a boom and it is: exccily there — the
Black ghettos — where the e is now o new Black
consciousness, not just as' “notionalism® but as
class ond social and worldwide. This is not be- ~
cause we say so, but beiause Sowcto showed
thet to be so. . i

197¢
"_ It is necessary to begin at the beginning -—

the new dualities !%70 brovight forth, with Nixon's
extension of the Vietnan{ War into Caombodia

. and bringing thot war home by shooting down

the student onti-Vietnam .war demonstrators in
Kent, Ohio, and Jackson, Miss. it mobilized the
anti-war resisters. Not crily the youth, but the
old, -the Blacks ond the Women's ‘Liberationists, -
‘East, West, North and South, gathered in the
most massive demonstraticn ever; one-half million
soon descended upon Wathington, D.C. It meant
“that there was no way forixen to get off the hot-
seat except that the twe: state-capitalist powers
colling themselves Communist — Russia and
China — come to Nixon's aid and forced Vietnom

- to accept peace on Nixons terms!

Internationally, too, there was no respite, in
either the massive anti-vice movement or in the
workers' strikes, In Grecit Britain, for example,
&00,000 came out cgainsi the Industrial Reiations
Act. 1970 also saw-the ‘iociol Democrat Allende
win the Presidency 6t Chile. Even in the totali-
tarian countries,” there. was the massive 1976
shipyard workers' strikes in Gdonsk ond Szczecin
in Poland. .

{Continued on Page 2)




1971 .

Naither Nixon's tilting to Pokistan nor Mao’s
embrace of it could stop Bongladesh’s fraedom
revolts, Not even the startling reversal of U.S.
policy on China in 1971 and Mao's rolling out the
red carpet for the state visit by Nixon could
change the direction of the mass movement of
opposition,

1971 saw the unabating Block Revolts.
When in Som Quentin the Soledad Brother George
Jackson was shot down and the authorities tried
to railroad Angelo Davis, who had led the dem-
onstrations for the Soledad Brothers, to jail, the
mass pressure stopped them in their tracks.

1972-3
Nixon's scorched earth policy ond the
mining of Haiphong Horbor — as well os his
plunge into state-copitalism and Dr, Strangelove
Kissinger's threats against the oil kingdoms for
using oil as o political weapon while quadrupling
il prices — only intensified mass unrest-in this
country in 1972-73. New forces of revolution
kept oppeoring, as could be seen from the Indian
.occupotion of Wounded Knee, on the one hand,
and the wildcats of Chrysler Workers, especially
Block workers, on the other, That not only were
the conditions of lobor opposed but so was the
whale capital/labor relationship, wes seen from

the occupation of the plants.

1974-75
The agreatest year of the 1970s was, of
course, 1974-1975, with the Portuguese Revolu-
tion. First, it developed simultaneously with the
Africon Revolutions in Guinea-Bissau, Mozam-
bique, and Angola.

——

in’ overtirowifig 7O5CiSmM Which -had- ruied

Portugal-for a whole half-century, it"showed that
it was not just the abolition of the old, but the
creative unfoldment of new social refations. Thus,
a multiplicity of new forms of the masses as
rulers sprung up: from occupation of: factories
-and creation of Workers’ Councils; "Peascnls’
Commissions and eccupation of the land; Tenonts'
Councils and Women's Libaration groups; to chal-
lenging the vanguardist party-form of organiza-
tion with the totally new concept of aportidarismo,
non-partyism. L
In this it disclosed” how far beyond the
* Russian Revolution it had gene though it haod
only reached the February, 1917, not the No-
vember, 1917 fuli proletarian revolution. oo
) So deep was the revolution in both industry
and agriculture in-Portuga! thot when the coun-
, ter-revalutionary military coup in November, 1975
took place, it could not totally raverse the ochieve-
ments of these first stages of revolution, Despite
aoll the pressure of the Big Powers — ).S. impori-
alism and NATO, not to mention tailending alss
by Mao's China — and despite its native Social
Democratic leader, Prime Minister Soares, who
 had been working hand in glove with NATO via
West Germany's Helmut Schmidt, the workers®
power in the trode unions hos not been wholly

disladged any more than the peatant power on

the land. With all the return of -the lond to the
absentes landlords and factorles to tha multi-

nationals, they could neither crush the revolution

in toto.. nor re-actsblish - ofi -the ~old relations.
" Unrest; strikes, new forrhs of organization are
springing up.* By no means has the fast word yet
been sooken,

The myriad economic crises are holding al!
in its grip. but none of It hos stopped the forms of
revolt. 1975 saw civi! war in Lebonon ond could
have become the jumping off point for genuine
soclal revolutions in the Middle East had the
P.L.O. not so concentrated on-Israel as the “only
enemy’’ that it diverted that civil war, welcomed
the Svrian Army as if thot ware revaluticnary only
thereby to witness the most bloody counter-revo-
‘lfutioin by the right wing Lebonese Christion

. fascists, : :

1975 ‘
By 1976 a totally new poge of revolt had
begun in that most aparthaid land, white, fascist
South Africa. Soweto was not only a great, new,

*See Workers' Pawer, Moy 1, 1978 for a report
on the founding Congress of the Unitad Workers’
Organization {QUT), su'ggorted by the Proletarian
Revolutionary Party (PRP), the Popular Socialist
Front, and BASE. A full report Is also carrjed’in
the April 15, 1978 issue of the Portuguese poper,
Pagina Um. . Ce .

Reprinted from N&L, Meay, 1976

vary young ‘uprising, but it was followed by o
general strike os well as o total reorgonization of
thought — Black Consciousness not only for
South Africa, but globally, beginning with Frantz

- Fanon as werld revolutionary, Not far off was

American. Black Thought reaching for what Marx
colled “a new Humanism.” Thus our new pam-
phlet — Frontx Famon, Soweto and American
Black Thought — not onlysstarts o new stage for

our development, but is so objective as to signal

o new Unity of objective and subjective as the

1970s close ond new beginningé emerge. But first,

 let us look at the objective situation.~ -
.11, State-Capitalism of the 1970s

. _ 50 decrepit had capitalism become by the
19705 that, far from the never.ending 'tolk of
growth, grawth, growth, 'afl copitalists-could think -
of tostop  the -galioping: :inflation was: 'zero
"growth.” What wos worse still ‘was' the revela- ¢

. tion of the Vietnam War, that.the U.S, was net

only the mest sevagely imperialistic country, but -
the one where, for the fint time ever, there was
o recemsion - dizring an ongoing war, sa much so
thet even the merchonts of decth complained of

" & decline in the roty of profit!

For revolutionaries to mistake the “arms
economy,” parmanent,or- atherwise,' as If it were -
equivalent to the booms of capital expansion —

.accumulation of such ever greater mosses of un-

paid labor as to counteract the decline in the
vate of profit—is, of one ond the same thme, to
blind -oneself to the. totality of the crisis, the!




actual structura! changes of capitalist production

in its death agony, and, what is for worse, fall to
see the naw forms of rawvoll, like the uncrganized®,
the new generation of revolutionarles, ond the
ever deeper Joyers of the proletoriot fighting
automation at its ultimote point of unimation,

The new in state.capitalism was, precisaly,
th_at even in the most affluent private economy,
Nixon had to embark on state intervention—wage
ond price controls, especiclly the former, .which
is exactly the most characteristic feature of state-
capitalism. With it come his attempt 10 stop the
collapse of the international monetary system by
devaluing the dollar and letting it float. This was
so not becquse there wasn‘t enough geld, os
DeGaulie thought, but becouse there wasn't
enough production — not of destructive arms —
but expanded production that mcans evar graoter
accumulation of unpaid hours of labor,

As we soid in the 1972.73 Perspectives:
""Nixon, the great believer in, plonner and prac-
titioner of shock treatment, brought 1971 to an
end with,,on the one hand, the finalization of the
trip to Peking, without the consultation either
with Congress or with his international allies,
and, on the other hand, announcing, Emperor-
like, 0 90-dov freeze of woges and prices, espe-
ciclly wages,”’

Just es, todoy, Carter is sobre-rattling while
talking of detente and peace, so Nixon's forked
tongue was nowhere more evident thon when he
thraatened thot if Congress failed to approve the
extra billions for nuclear weaponry he would
copose the SALT agraement, That was, we said,
“proof of only one thing: for Nixon, words have
trufy and fully lost ol meaning. After ali, he of

.. the_forked-tonque is the one whe ordered the

strike over “local grisvances.,” That is' why all
knew that whet was really involved was the most
basic gquestien of alf — rabor productivity, Thot
depends mot on yet one more automated machine,
but on the human kand and brain thot will not
produce at ever-greater speeds, Some very basic
questions wait to be answered obout whot kind of
labor should mon/woman do.

Becouse the workers are asking such fundo-
mental questions, our pamphiet R?cr:'l Capital
ond Today's Global Crisis, at one and the some
time, entered the battle of ideos on the Left,™
ond faced the actual global crisis whare even
the bourgeocisie had suddenly to acknowledge
Marx's anclysis of the decline in the rate of
profit ot the very moment when iis technological
methed of mose oroduction is ot ils highest.

For the Movement to [imit its attack on copi-
talism by talking only about the oppression of
labor without focusing on the equolly integral
dialectic of liberation, is to miss the proletarian
totality. That is to say, the proletoriat gs Reason
os well os muscle, as form of revolt from below
which is that new Seginning which determines the
end. Because the crisis is so deep, all that chipping
away at the economic law of value, or rather
gilding it to make it fit into state-capitalism cati-
ing itself Communism, is more than truncating
Marx's Capital as a book. Along with a violation
of Marx’s greatest theoretic work, it does nothing
short of aiding in the aborting of revolution itself
by removing from under it its ground, its very
reason for existence, :

What is of -the essence here, therefors, is
not ever again to separate politics and economics,
subjective and obiective, philosophy and revolu-

holocaust against Vietnom at the veiv moment
he pontificated about a ‘deneration of peace,’”

By 1973 Nixon had devalued the dallar-ond

we arrived at the floating exchange-rate system,

No moatter how the Europeon big capitalists liked

it, and ‘1.5, copitalists decried whot they colled

_tha “crap shooting 'mentality of the market,” the

.. truth is that Europe, too, camne to.a standstill .in,

-arowth that was-worsatiszn the American. Becalse

1973 was olso the year of the Arob-israeli war
and the quadrupling of . oil prices, it looked as

" if — so the capitalist ideologues tried to make us
think — the economic crisis wos oll due to ‘that
auadrupling of oil prices, 1t certainly didnt help
Big Capital come out of the crisis. But the truth is

; that state-copitalism in the 1970s had recched
the stagé of zero growth. of stagration. That is
to say, production hardly kept up with the growth
of the population. :

Nixon’s gloating about the U.S. economy’s
reaching the trillion doliar mark hardly overawed
world capitalism, considering the double-digit in-

" flation “and the fifth international money crisis
in three years, with the dollar becoming the down-
hill champion. "Nixohomics did not solve the
eggnornic crisis which, by 1974-75, became worid-
wide, ..

First and foremost was, of course, the never-
ending unemployment, which in fhe U.S, is no-
where more ominous than among Black youth,
It is there, too, that ever new forms of revolt

~ appear. This summer is sure to bea long, hot one,
even as last summer New York decided to cele-
brate “"Christmas In July.” What is staring the
Zarter Administration in the foce is this unem-
ploymert which, though the inflation is no Tonger
double-digit, is nevertheless producing the on-
slaught of the capitalists bent on turning the clock
back on what little the unions have goined. Capital
was under the illusion thot it could also get labar
on its side when Arnold Miller'was willing to im-
pose a still newer double-cross on the miners,

" The militancy of the miners, however, was
-even more creative as it tumed not only against
monagement and the ' govarnment, but olso
agalnst its own Jaobor bureoucrocy. Thareby
it opened a still newer stage of revolt, What waos
characteristic of thiz mass of labor unrest was
not only that o halfway better contract was won,
but that the rank and file gave notice that it had
no intention whatever of qiving up its right to

{Conilinued on Page 11} .

*For the sweep of the unorgonized working wom-

en, especiolly, who have bean orgaonizing them-

salves — from ccnnalg workers to publishing
o

house employees, from domestic’ vorkers to farm
workars, from tha offices to the hospitals — see
Worlzln’ Women For Freadom, published by
Women's Liberation—Naws & Letters,. -

- Tion.

China’s False Alternative
When Mao first won power in Ching in the

- greatest national revolution of the post-World

War Il erg, abolishing both the imperialist ten--
tacles there and its lackey, Chiang Kal-shek, he
feared ‘Aought about calling his own soclety state-
“Copitalism-since. he wos: sure of the mass -confi-.
dence in the new revolutionory regime. Tharefore,
he concluded, what was necessary to stress'is that”
once political power is In the hands of the Com-
munist Party, the direction of the economic relo-
tions-— “the mass line”—would go In'the direc-
tion of “socialism.” : ) .

Suraly, the end of imperiolist intervention
and the rule of the exploitative corrupt Chiang
Kai-shek over a dismembered country meant the
notion, as o unity, did “stand up.” Moreover, it-
had at once been saddled with the Koréon War
and that neo-fascist General MacArthur wishing

*See the introduction to this pamphlet, "Today's’ '
Epigones. Who Try to Truncate Marx’s Copital’’

‘for the critique of Ermest Mandel who still con- .

siders Russio o workérs’ state “‘though degener-
ate,” and the Appendix on’ “Tony Cliff Reduces
Lenin's Theory to. ’Uncanny Intultion’” for a
critique of one who remains an underconsump-

‘fionist though he does see-Russia as o' stote-

capitalist society,
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to cross the Yalu River, and that, too, the new
People’s Republic of Chinag had put an end to.

What transformed the confidence of the

' masses into opposition to the regime was (1) the
movement from practice in Hungary, 1956, which
reveoled the clternative to state-capitalism is
workers’ power, armed with a total philosophy of
liberation, rooted in Marx’s original philosophy,
which Marx named a ‘new humanism” and
which the Hungarian revolutionaries brought onto
the historic stage of their day. And (2) Mao's
declaration that anyone who wanted to follow

that puth in Ching only “'proved” that, insteod of

100 schools of thought contending,” there were
**1,000 poisonous weeds that had to be dastroyed.”’
It is at this point that the duality, the sharp, class
duality wi Dre
guns in hond In’ Hungary, and Mao urged Khrush-
chav—who needed: no.urging. as he hod already
sent Russion tanks into East Germany in 1953 to
crush that revolt—to now crush the Hungarian
Revolution. Naming his, move against the oppo-
sitlonists to his regime “How To Handle Contra-
dictions Among the People’ didn't convince the
Chinese masses that there were no class contra-
dictions in China,

I, Without Maix’s Humanism, the
Theory of Stute-Capitalism 15 No
Great Divide ‘

Without Marx's Humanism, the theory of
state capitalism, far from being the kind of Great
Divide as that between the Second and Third In-
ternationals, is but a journalistic cliche even a
Moo cculd accept. Moreaver, this was not just
when he accepted it lovingly as a designation
where the Communists had pelitical power, but
especiolly when he corrsctly applied it to Russia
as @ class designation. The greatost tragedy of all
in this era ic that Mao had, in fect, acceptad state-

in Communism was expressed with

copitaliim ot the noxt warld economic orders!

Shoeking o5 thot scuinds when expressed
plainly, Meo had it in tha -baock of his mind as
early as 1957. He made only one excaption to that
type of vision: it was not Russia, but China, who
would rule the werld ond thus assure its going to
“socialism”, This is what undertined his statement
ta Nehru that he had no fear of nuciear war; no
matter how many millions would die, other mil-
lions would still be alive in China—-and they would
then win the world for “sotiolism.”

Consider, then, the irony of the new divide
among the Left, caused by the fact that not only
do some still consider "notionalizetion of the
means of production™, "'State Plon’’, “coliectivi-
zation of agriculture’’—no matter if the workers
have no power whatever—as “socialism’’; but even
some who focused on the phenamenon thot the
first workers’ state was dactually transformed into
its opposite—a stata-capitalist society—still con-

..d___sider it only as o Russion phennmenan_nr, ot mast,

Stalirism. [n truth, Stalinism is but the Russian

" nome for a world stage of capitalist development -
thot private, competitive copitolism had to give

way to with the onset of the Depression.

Ever since -the mid-1950s—when’ the move-.

ment from practice, beginning in East Europe,

placed Marx's philosophy of liberation, which he '

criginally colled “a new Humanism®, an the his-
toric agenda of cur ero—it sufficiently shook up

state-capitalism calling - itself Communism, thot,

the Iatter felt compelled to slander the revolution-
ary movement from below by calling it “'revision-
ist.”” Furthermore, the Sino-Soviet orbit so tight-
ened its undying friendship that none suspected
it would soon become the Sino-Soviet conflict.

. Consider then, the other irony ia the attitude to

the false ofternative China .posed with the so-
colled Cultural Revolution, where not enly ‘'pri-

mary” and '“secondary’ controdicticns could re- -
“verse places, but the superstructure’s primacy ovar.

the economic base could, "and did,” (sic!) send
China directly.to "socialism.” :
Just as what issued, technologically, from the

decode of the mid-1950s to the mid-1960s delud-

ed Eurocapitalism to think {t could outdistonce

decade of the mid-1960s to the mid-1970s, which

produced Ching’s Cultural Revolution deluded the '

Left to consider the Cultural Revolution as the
alternctive to the exploitative, racist, sexist world,
Russia included. So greot is the Left's rosistance
to philoscphy, to the "new Humanism’' that came
from below that the very ones who left Russian
state-capitalism for the Chinese Cultural Revolu-
tion are now ready to shuttle back like o pinboll
machine to Russia. In this the Old Left is joined
by the New Left, whose distinctiva mark was that
activism, and more activism, would ’do it”, that
is, "'make"” a successful revolution, leaving theory
to be picked up “en routs”.

It becormes imperative, therefore, first to
hold tight to what Lenin discovered when the first
batrayal of Marxism that resulted from World
War | brought down with it the collopse of the
Second International. As Lenin grappled with o
return $o'the Heégelian diolectic, he held that, for
from philotophy baing on obstraction, it Is whan
e movement transfarms revoelution into an ab-
straction that betrayol ls insscopabla, and irre-

varsible.
0788

v

- the American Goliath in economic growth, so the -




Secondly, we must show thot the theoretic
void since Lenin's death resulted from not grap-
pling with the methodology of all of Lenin’s wark
that flowed #rom that study of the dialactic, spe-
cifically Imperialism, and State and Revolution.
That is to say, it wasn't the “facts” of imperialism

—that hed, indeed, been onclyzed bot by the -

bourgeois liberal, Hobson, ond the revolutionaries,
Hitferding, Luxemburg ond Bukharin—especially
the latter whose book Lenin had Introduced,
Rothor, it wos the diolecticel principle of
transformation into opposite: not only competition
into monopoly capital, but a section of labor be-
came transformed into its opposite—the aristo-
cracy ot labor, To retransform that opposite into
proletarian ravolution it was this time not only
that the working cioss wos needed, but also thot
the population ““to a man, woman and child"
would either run the state and mancge production
—or there would be no new society. In o word,
along with the class distinction came the new uni-

versal: “to a man, woman and child.” The de-.

struction of the bourgecis state had 20 be the
type of dictatorship of the proleterict that Morx
saw in the non-stote form of the Paris Commune.

While anarchists hold that neither this view,
nor the whole pamphlet, State and Revolution, wos
anything more than “politics” to gain a majority
in the. Soviets ond that Lenin ‘'didn’t really believe
it."” the Old Left hos treated it as no maore than g
"re-write’’ of Marx’s Civil War in Erance, Yet it is
this, just this, thot in our erg the Chinese youth
mavement demanded the Culturol Revolution be-
conie, ond because they meant it, Lin Pioo's Army
was called out to c1ush them, Today, their heirs

In that, there is no distinction betwaan Women's
Liberationists and the youth movement that hos
begun to ask: what is Marx's theory of revelution
for aur age? o
Thus‘ Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liburation
and Marx’s Thaory of Revolution becomes the ur-
gent question of the day, os important as any of
our activitles, be they in labor struggles, or in enti-
Nozi activities; be they with Women's Liberation-
Ists or with youth; be they in the anti-nuclear dem-
onstrations or in all the Black liberotion battles.
. The new stage of militancy that the U.S,
miners have displayed is more than only militan-
cy. 115 great as that was, For it was simultaneously,
with revolt ogainst capital, also o revolt against
the government end a revolt ogainst their own
labor bureaucrots. This stoge of proletarian revolt
is not the end but the beginning ot the batties to
come this year, becouse not only is the economic
crisis unobated, but the onslaught of manage-
ment in trying to turn the clock beck on labor's
goins, on welfare, on Blacks, is sure to first unfold
as the labor contracts in all major industries will
be up for renewol next year. This determines our
tasks for the year,

i - rr i1 s 1 Il 1
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neze youth that they follow Huang to Zaire to
embrace the murderer ef Lumumba!

The passion for philosophy wos limited nei-
ther to China’s Sheng Wu-lien, nor to Russian dis-
sidents, in and out of Russia, but covered the
globe, including the Black Revolution in the U.S.
os well as in Africa, ' - .

As against foco-ism, which had diverted a
whole generation of revolutionaries from working
tawards praletorian revolution, and, as against
1968 when French youth deluded themselves that
they could “do it” without theory, we ottempted
to re-think the' 200-year history of dialecticol phil-
osophy and revolution in the context of the lgst
two decades of the movement from practice.

The resistance tromn that Old Léft was not
just to a book, Phifosophy and Revolution, but to
that very movement from practice that was itseif
a form of theory, preferring instead to attach
theémselves to all sorts of alternatives—from exis-
tentialism to foco-ism, and from PLO-ism to
“Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution”—every-

thing, that is, except o total, sociol revelution

with oll new forces of revolution held os Reason,
be they proletarion, Women’s Liberationists, youth
or the Black Dimension. .

. 'l
Reprinted fram Working Waman For Fradom
Once again, therefore, we must turn, instead,
to where new revolutionary beginnings that would

determine revolutionary ends are, Two develop-
ments stand out crucially, One is Latin Americo.

S

(The Pclitical-Philosophic Letter on ““The Latin -
American Unfinished Revolutions” is to be con- |

sidered an integral port of this thésis.)

Two, Is the new stage of Women's Libera-
tion. Where previously Rosa Luxemburg was dis-
regarded even by socialist feminists because she
hadn't written directly on women, many groups
now not only relate Women's Lijberotion to Rosa
Luxsmburg as revolutionary, but, cbove all, pose
it as.integral to Marx's own thecry of revolution.

" in our
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IV. Our Tasks

First. and foremost come new avenues of ac-

. tivity opened by ihis stage ‘of proletarien. revolt,

It is especioally significant that the same miners”
strike, and our onalysis of it,* was of the greatest
interest both to Eurcpe and to Latin America. In-
deed, il was translated into Spanish; as were also
the Political-Philosaphic Letter on ““The Latin
American Unfinished Revolutions,” and the lead
May issue,” “The Latino struggle unites
freedom fighters in North and South Arerico.”
Along with these appear the youth revolt and the
occupation ot Hostos College in the South Bronx
to constitute the first Spanish pamphlet to be pub-
lished by us. ) . . :
The fact thot both -Marxism and Freedom
and Philosophy and Revolution are now available
in Spanish, and that we have, in fact, reached o
new stage of relations with Latin American co-
thinkers, marks.an important new stage for our
activity both here and abroad, The international-
izotion of Philosophy and Revolution, in fact, will
be extended.in 1979 both to France ond Germany.
These editions will not only carry the new appen-
dix on post-Mao China, but also an eppendix to
Part | on Hegel, Marx and Lenin which deals with
Marx's Capital in the light of today’s global crisis.
" The European trip this year has helped oll

‘this come alive gt the very moment we were es-

toblishing new relationships, especially in Ger-
many where on this,- the 25th enniversary of the
very first revolt from under Comimunist totalitar-
ionism, we see the working out of @ totally new
relationship of theory ta practice in the homeland
of Marx. ‘

Our modest growth this year because of the
classes in Marx’s Capital and Tuday’s Glebal Cri.
sis is sure to be further extended with the Frantx
Fanon, Soweto and American Black Thought pom-
phlet. This is not o quantitative matter of how
many pamphleats on the Black Dimensien we have
published. Rather, Frantz Fanon, Scweto ond
American Black Thour'¢ is a deepening and con-
cretization of the Black Dimension os it has char-
acterized Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. from its
origin in 1955,

*Ses Editorial articles by Andy Phillips, N&L
March and April, 1978, on “New Rattle Stage for

American Labor.”
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Thus, this year we will olso see Indignant
Heart published, ond not only as it was published
in 1953, before ever we were born os News & Lot-
ters in 1955, |t will be a new book that tokes in
the 25 years since the publitation ! the originol.
We rightly felt from the start that Indignant
Haart was not only o Black preduction worker's
life story, but a reflection of the historical strug-
gies of the Black mosses as vanguard in all revo-
Jutionary struggles in the U.S. The néw book will,

ot one and the same time, bring us back to our -

beginnings, and forward fo the new Perspectives
for 1978-79. -« °© :

Toward this end, as well as for meeting the
urgent naads of the cffice to function at full speed
at the very time that the ‘regrganization, of “the
Center for the work on the Rosc Luxemburg book
add extra responsibilities—and, above all, to as-
sure the continued publication of News & etters
in its expanded form,of a 12-pager three times o
year and an 8-pager regularl —the REB is pro-
posing that fhe Orgc:nizution-S&st&fning-Pubiisﬁ-
ing fund for this yeor be o minimum of $20,000.

This, of.caurse, will be spelted out mure con-
cretely in the orgenization report, Here we men-
tion it only in order to foetis on what hos been our
distinctive characteristic from our very Jbirth. on
the second onniversary of the East. German up-
rising of June 17, 1953—the world roots .of hu-

imanism-as. well: as- the, Amarican roats of -Marx-

ismny jﬁe,--reldﬁ,ohéhip_‘ with ever deeper layers of

the proletoriat, with' Black, youth “and Women's

Liberationists,, without éver. se_’pqrﬂﬂng‘ those ac-— -

tivities from our continubus theorafical work,. .
" This year we must create time for, the chair-.

.wornan to complete the work on Ro'sq_Lu.’lxembhrg,"'

which._is by no means’ only on Rose Luxemburg, -

great ond Important oS she is in her awn tight;
for s it only Rosa Luxeémburg in relationship to

the Women's Liberation Movement of today, cru-

cial os it is to see s direction.” No,. what the
tirnes, objective. ‘and sibiective, ‘demand " is the
relotionship of both these subjects to Marx's;
theory of revolution. There is no way to theoretic=
ally .prepare for revolution without concretizing
Absolute 1dea as new beginning in relationship to
the forces,as Reason of revolution for, our-era,

At no time has this been mare. urgent: than
fon ks ymar whan the. U.S. has, decided upon. the

use, along with the N-Bomb tiarear; oi -ihe-Chir

card—not only in relotion to Russia, but in”sup-

port of reactionary regirnes in Africa, be it Zagire

or even that most benighted land, South Africa.
o The Resident Editorlal Board
S June 17,1978




