Draft Perspectives, 1979-1980 |

THE SHIFT IN GLOBAL POLITICS

AND THE NEED FOR .

A PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION

In this upeciol issue we are publishing sur Draft Perspectives Thesis, part of oor preparation for the mational
gethering of News ond Letters Committoes over Lobor Day vieekend, We are arking you to join in the discus-
siem of Jhese Perspectives with us, We hove done this every yeor since 1975, breakirg new ground for the
Marxist movement as we work to overcome the barriers betwezn “inside” ond “outside”, workers and intel-
lectucls, theory and pructice, philesophy ond revelution. -

introduction .
So perilous are our times, economically and
pelitically, militarily and intra-imperiolistically—

and in a state-copitalist age this means East as

well as West — that the two truly global nucleer

powers, U5, end Russia, urge cdoption of SALT -

I), not just as a sort of holding action, and, as
President Carter put it, not even os cnly a question
of war ard peace, but gs nothing short of the
survive! of humanity. He oughi to know, os he is
driving Tor a possible nucleer holacoust,

At the same tirme, the great mass unrest —
whether in ordinary strikes and Black confronta-

tions with rucists in the US, by no means re-

stricted to Decatur, Ala.; anti-nuclear demonstre-

tions here and in Western Europe as well as |

Japan; or autright revolutions as in Iran — hags
thrown such fears inta the world rulers and their
ideologues thet — despite the tide of new Con-
tervatism (be it in Thatcher’s viclory in Britain,
or the well-paid idincies of Senator Jackson,
whose irrational words would make us believe
that any raduction in nucicar armaments is “ap-

peagsement-in its pures* essence’) -— we are also
oftfered appeols for “‘philosophical meanings.”

Thus, James Reston devoted his Sunday New
York Times column (5-27-79) to a speech by ex-

" Foreign Minister from Lebonon, Charles Molik,

who asks us to go beyond “the loss of gas” to
“the philosophic meanings of the fuel crisis.”

We are asked to go deep into the West's
“origins,” and te do so “in all humility,” for
where would we be “without Athens and Con-
stantinople”? And where “without Antioch and

Jerusalem, without the 27 characters of the.

alphobet that were first perfected at Bybles on
the coast of Lebanon™? And since we are the
heirs of this most “creative civilizaticn,"”  what
riext? Well, suddenly, the “heyond" significance
of the “’loss of gas’ for the individual has turned
into “tlow of oil” for the West {Japan included'},
not, it is true, through the individual pump, but
then one cannot directly mention Pax Americang

“and “nuclear holocaust’” when one speacks of

"

"philosophic meanings.” A mare euphemistic
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term is that that flow of -oil is nothing short of
“a life and death” question.

Ali the meanderings through history aond
geographic switching from the Near to the Middle
East, and from the West in generel, to the U.S.
in particular, may have satisfied the Middle Eost
professoria! politician and o top bourgeois West-
ern journalist, but the only thing it praved is thot,
though U.S. imperialism hos tha most nucleor
weapons, even .they recognize that unbess one
first wins the minds of men, there is no way to
win such a war. Dialectics teaches us, however,
that philosophy is no ploying around with words;
it is either a philosophy of liberation, or it is noth-
ing. Their “philosophic meanings” are so many
nothings. Without confronting reality, the real
objective world where contraditions abound, class
struggles are faught, and visions of totally dif-
ferent human -zlations are striven for, there is
no way to work out o philosophy of revolution, of
liberation. Toward that end we must examine the
present capitalistic-imperialist world disorder.




1. A NEW GLOBAL RECESSION-IN-THE-
MAKING—AND THE REVOLUTION IN

IRAN :

This last week in June is witnessing two dif-
ferent types of meetings with more than two dif-
ferent types of perspectives. One thing, however,
charecterizes both “'summits’’; the industriolized
nations’ rulers meeting in Tokye, like the OPEC

potentates meeting in Geneva, will be totaliy re- .

moved from their own masses. Just as President
Car-er acted as if he were ungware of the ir-
reccncifoble centradicticn between claiming to
strive for peace and ordering tha ‘production of
the manster MX missile — with g price tog cf
$30 b-llign when the cconemy is in recession and

uremployment is increasing — so beth the in-

aus-rialized conclove and the OPEC behave as if
“U 5. restroint,” especially by the masses, of oil
cansumption weuld, if nor solve atl the problems
of an economy plunging downward, surely amel-
iorcte it so that business can continue as usual.
The masses, on the other hand, reject all opol-
ogetics. :

1} OIL FOR THE MILITARIZED ECONOMY

There is hardly a sou! that believes a single
word on energy that comes out of the mouth of

tha: incompetent oil millionaire and militarist

oceapying the position of “Energy Tsar,” Schles-
ing:r. Nor is there a soul who believes a word
cut of the President’s mouth with its pretentious-
ness of stopping "windfail profits” now that he
has initicted deregulotion at “the very moment

when, even with regulation, the il barons’ un-.

conscionable profits hove skyrocketed. While the
masses know oil prices are the biggest-ever ripoff
of the publi¢, it isn’t that they don’t recognize
that oil is criticoal. But the crisis isn’t because of
the individual motorist's needs; rather, it is be-
cawse of the insatiable oppetite of the Pentagon
gecring for war,

MNor is it that QPEC hasn't and isn’t using
it ©s a political weapor. But just as the boycott
dida't end with the end of the 1973 Arab-lsraeli
Wer — the quadrupling of oil prices- came in
1974, and they will sear again this very week
frem the present inflated $14 o harrel to $18 or

320 {or_even the fontastic Rotterdom “‘spot pric-
ing" of $37 o barrel} — =0 none of these high

jumps- can hide the foct thot OPEC countries.

aren’t the only ones luxuriating in o fool's para-
dise. The U.S. oil magnates — the infamous
“Seven Sisters”’ — have made as unconscionable
profits as OPEC. Which is why the American
peaple, angry as they are at OPEC, are even
angrier of both the "Seven Sisters' and the Carter
Administration. ;

Above afl, they know thot already they are
the victims not caly of oil price gouging but the
total _economy plunging downweed. They know
that they ore suffering from a recession thot is
already here; no need.for them to, wuit for fall
when two back-to-back quarterly declines in

the Gross Mationel Product (GNP) will meet the'

capitelistic-academic criterion for defining a re-
cession.

; f

. *Better to light one candle rather 1!1 curse the dark-

ness, eh Brexhnev, of* pal?”

Unempleyment is on the rise and, again, the
*gverage’’ of 7 percent, when it is 10 percent in
oll industrial cities, needs no backing up with
weakness in cansumer spending to convince them
we are in recession now.! Preseatly no less thon
¢ full 52 percent of Black youths cre unempioyed.
And even when the LS. Census Bureou gloated
about how mainy Blocks have gotten white ccllor
jobs at whites' pay, it has had to odmit that be-
tween 1974-7%, Blocks in poverty level rose by
half o million, to a total of 7.7 million. As for
weakness in consumer spending, spelled out, it
means soles in April fell the most sharply since
Woarld War |1, even more than 74-75. which was
the deepest recession of all five post-WWorld War
Il recessions. As for the business climate, which
is supposed to have shown a rise the lest month,
the truth turns ocut to be that what business wos
getting large bank loans for wos not invesiment
in plant and equipment, which shows a heaithy
econamy ancl creates jobs, but for financing in-
ventories and accounts receivoble.?

Nor is this characteristic only of the U.5.
which is stid the richest country in the world.
There are no less than 7 million wnemployed in
Western Europe and Japan. The Organization of
Economic Cooperotion ond Development hos
shown that, instead of the 5 percent growth pre-
dicted by the U.S. for 1979, there has been only
a 3 percert qrowth; warld growth is predicted os
falling to 2.8 percent far the first holf of 1980
when the “consensus” hos been that a 4 percent
rise in economic growtk is mecessary to prevent
unemplcyment from rising further, and already
there is fear of proletarian revolts,

A for double digit inflation which is hitting
the U.5.. with the sole exception of West Ger-
mony, this is no stranger to Europe. Geoffrey H.
Moore, director of the Center for international
Busiress Cycle Research at Rutgers University,

(Continued on Page 2)

1 A recent Leuis Horns poll shows that, while the idesloguet were
fighting aver which word o ule to detenbe “economic slowdewn’,
three out of fie Ameriean adults beld thet we diready were in
rezesnien,

fee the NYT, 6.24.7%, Businews L Finance Secticr, “How Llong
A Slewmdcan? By Clyde Farniwortn, See olso_mam’s Capitol and
Today's Global Ceisis wher2 1 argued, ogainst Emest Mandel's con-
“renticn trat the 1974.5 recesson had run its course. that tne
deen cepitalist crises by now are 30 structursl ther “There &5 13
be #e Aexr boown.'”
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speaks euphemistically of “the ‘beginning of the
growth cycle slowdown” when, in tact, even the
word stagflation — the combining of @ stagnant
ecanomy with rising .inflation — is now out of
use since what we are witnessing is not “'just
stegrutian® but recession!

2) SALT I, SALT 11 — AND THE
ANTI-NUCLEAR MOYEMENT

Senator Jackson's idiocies notwithstanding,
the SALT agreements far from being “appease-
ment in ils purast essence,” have hordly stopped
the nuclear erms race, First, let us not torget
that SALT !l is an outgrowth of SALT I, initiated
during the Nixon specteculars when that orro-
gont “professorial® reactionary Secretary of State,
Dr. Henry Kissinger, spelled out Nixon's global
vision in most concrete weaponry and, at one and
the some time, opened the Heavenly Gate of
Mac’s China, ond signed SALT | with Russia, By
burning -both ends of the nuclear candle at the
same time, SALT i wos finally signed in 1972,

Far from that stopping nuclear armaments
growth, here are the facts: In 1972 the U.S. had
5,700 nuclear warheads ready to fire ot Russia,
and Russio had 2,500 ready to fire at the U.S.
Though that was quite sufficient to kill us several
times over, the U.5. now'has 9,260 and the Rus-
siens 5,000, That isn‘t all, Quite the contrary,
Since the only way the Pentogon wos to have
agreed to SALT | was to maka sure that anything
thot wos already on the drawing board coutd not
be stopped, nucleor development never stopped
inventing more proficient killer copability, and
the agreement was signed only when both' sides
ogreed not even to face control’ of offensive
weapons, the limitations were ‘strictly opplied to
"“defensive” (!) nucleor arms. .

Supposedly, they would have turned to tackle
fimiting offerisive nuclear weapons in 1974,
which was the original deadline for signing SALT
. Instead, the Vladidvostok formule (or, if you
wish to follow post-Mao China’s retention of the
Ming - Dynasty designation of Vladiovestok . as
Haisenwei) was left in limbo, Despite Ford's re-

-tention of Kissinger as Secretary of State and

their desire to sign, the Pentagon hed gotten so
intensely interested in o new weapons system that
they opposed any regotiations with the Russians.

s Ford was later to ecknowledge, the specific
new weapon that so overwhelmingly attracted the
Pentagon wos the cruise missile, o computer-
aimed, pilotless aircraft which can be targetted
with devastating accuracy, .

Whether you wish to beliave that the Presi-
dent is ““captive’ of the Pentagon, or the Penta-
gon of the politics of winning an election while
gearing up for globol confrontation, the point is
that oll theso preparations for the holocaust, with
or without pouses for ""holding actions,” likewise
don’t end the story bocause the experimentation
&7 W i6 il miitions ond miiiions of peopie is
endloas, . .

Think of this fact: the U.S, has spent more
than $50 billion on military space projects. Bus-
iness Waeek (June 6, 1979) devoted no ltoss than
six pages to its so-called defense article, demon-
strating how, right now, we are also planning
not just MIRV-type or earth-bound or air-type of
destruction, but space wer. We have Paul C.
Warnke’s assurance that "there {s no question
in my mind thal we could have o war in space

ssggn a decade,”’

So, in addition to the MIRVs, ICBMs, NWDs
SMLENSs, which Carter topped last year b;r oddingi
the :’:J‘-bornb"rhat kills peopie but leaves machin-
ery “intact,” Carter further paid a price to the
Chiefs of Staff, just as he was preparing to depart
far Aulshzna to sign SALT I, by approving the
MX_ missile system, gnid got Russia, which is as
anxious for the tragty oz 7. Curter, 10 both aqree
to destroy some of its missilos ang to modify its
latest ’::'l”Er extravagonza — the Backfire Bomber

defensive” miles travelled.
It is nat the §

gucsf_ion mark on civilizotion as we have known

© it It is the movement against it — and the move-
ment against it is not limited to the Us. or
Russia but oxists throughout the werid,

Let us not forget, Thatcher's Britain is the
sarme country where the greatest mass movement
— the Campaign For Nuclear Disarmament —
first developed in the 19505, and may very well
become the becillus for a new world mass anti-
ruclear movement. In the U.S., the combination
of an actual near-disoster at Three Mile Island,
and o movie about such o question, “The Ching

- Syndrome," transformed what was ‘small anti-
nuclear movement into @ mass rmovement with
120,000 pouring out for o Washington, D.C, pra-
test. It now has developed also into ‘an anti-draft
movement. There is no doubt that the movement
expanded not only in size but in the various layers
=~from middle-clacs to ‘proletariot, with: the youth

again baing the core, and with the European
masses coming out to solidarize with ‘the second
America, who oppose its Administrotion, ond say-
ing: “We cre all Pennsylvanians.”

A single incident hero vill show how great

is the possion for a serious philcsophy that is anti-
capitalist system and not just anti-nuclear, It is
the response of the sudience to a statement by
a Marxist-Humanist whe, in speaking about the.
fact thot solar power is not the answer to ruclear

‘modness, soid:"*if the capitalists daveloped solar

power, they would find o way to kill us with it,”

3) ONCE AGAIN 0L, THIS TIME WITH
NOTHING SHORT OF SHIFT IN GLOBAL
POLITICS

The barbaric acts cf an entrenched counter-
revolution in Nicaragua — the murderous Somoza
dictotorship — prove, over and over again, thot
it stops ot no savagery as it rains bombs on its
own people and land. Clearly, nothing, nothing

- whatever, stops a ruling power foced with a peo-

ple’s revolution, It is Imperative that the continu-
ing daily horrors sink in, as we take o second [ook
at U.S. imperialism’s role in the Middle Eost since
ihe revoiuiion’ that succeeded in overthrowing
the Shah of Iran, It is true that U.S. imperialiam’s
global ambitions wera hardly fimited to that of the
oil potentates. It Is true that it did wot appreciate
the quadrupling of oll prices ond that, for o
moment, Dr. Heary Kissinger flirted with the
idea of invading the oll flelds and sent feelers
out in that direction. .

Nona however was ‘prepared for the over-
throw of the Shah, which endod his rola cs the
policeman for the West both for oil and the oil
lanzs to the Wast, to Japan ond to India. Yhat
the biggest blow to the flow of oll wauld coms




-neither from intra-imperiolist rivairies or intro-
A_ra!g moncuvers, but from outright revelution
‘.'.'-".".';' Iron - which totolly changed the whole
Migdie Eu_s!'ern situation in & way that affocted
global politics — was furthest from those First
planning an Egvotizn. birge! Ticaty,
Neverfhele_ss, Saodot rushed to embrace the
Granf_ﬂ lllusion ond openly offered to take over the
Sf-oh s role as the U.5.'s policeman for boih the
oil and the lanes bringing that oil to the West.
Sudc[en!y the Arab warld saw Sadat reoching for
not'hmg short of hegemony in the Middle East.
This, on top of the revolution in Iran which had
alreogiy scared Soudi Arabia out of its wits. led
Saudi Art_:bio to yuestion the validity of its “'spe-
cial relationship with the 1.5, It turned, ot ona
and the same tire, to join the radical Arab front
~— the rejectionists — and to flirt with Russia,
Y'Jhose claim that all South Yemen wonted was
to work for unitv with North Yemen” the King
accepted. Instead of accepting U.S.'s offer to
help North Yemen, unaided by Russia. to remain
o satellite of Soudi Arabia, the North-South
Yemen war ended abruptly, .
Far from being uoset by the new acts of
Saudi Arabia, upon whose qold it had heavily
depended—without it, it could not have prepared
the 1973 war aqainst Israzl — Sodat besan to
view Egvpt o5 that much-needed outpost of U.S.

* imperialism. Hence, no backward steps, including -

even the erection of new Israeli settlements on the
West Bank by that most reactionary Begin, could
stop Sodot from proceeding with his side of the
bargain plus offering asylum to the Shah.

In a word, the burning question is net 0Oil,
but Revolution/Counter-Revolution. What we
have seen ever since the overwhelming vote for
Nixon is what the fear of revolution, of youth 'in

revolt against war, of women in revolt agoinst’

male chauvinism even if thaot be by their own:
“beloved ones,” of the passionate hunger for o
fil‘lferenl' way of life can provoke, Enough Amer-
- ieans knowingly votad for Mixon, despite his anti-
labor record, his anti-Black record, his anti-froe
speech record, to prove that there simply are no
Aimits to the abysmal depths that socicty as is
will go to resist change in its lifestyle. So many
have patted themselves on fhe back for supposedly

- having thrown out that ‘‘crook’ MNixen and now
darc even ta give honor ta the Vietnam War, os it
it really were a “war for demacracy,’ that it shows
there simply is no way out other than a total up-
rooting of what is, . .

That is, in fact, what is hubpening from

below, as is clear from the many revolts that we
have witnessed this year. The greatest and most
outright revolution was, of course, Iran. To think
that the disarray in the Middle East now means
smooth sailing for U.S, imperiglism is to cover up
all the other myriad crises. It is true that the
contradictions within ison are decp, now that
Khomeinl is going oll out ta institutionalize
counter-revolution with his unconstitutional, un-
voted for, un-discussed Constitution, Nothing can,
however, possibly take awoy from the totality, the
spontaneity, the new forces of revolution thot
hod unfolded in the overthrow of the Shah. Let’s
probe more deeply,
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Il. REVOLUTION/COUNTER-
REVOLUTION

Not only has the Ironian revelutien by no
means run its course, but the revolis in the world
are by o meons restnicied to fran, of, for ihot
matter, to the Middle East. Latin America is
seathing with revolt. Look at Nicaraguo where
what began as a general! strike is by now a dual
government. Just a year age, when the Sandinistas
began the revolt, the counter-revalution was so
thorough and mightily armed that it put the re-
volt down, 't was hard to think that they could
possibly return, In facr, however, they are now
not just back in force, but so totally protected by
the masses, even as Somoza’s bambers destroy
from on high the people and the land itself, thot
they are challenging Somozo legally as well by
the occupation of the second largest city.

Nor have the revolts been stopped in Africe.
One of the most amazing acts — and the white
imperiafizts couldn’t do it — was the Tanzanians,
along with Ugandan exiles, overthrowing Amin.
Aggin, even Lybion gold, Lyblon oif-and the Lyh-
ian army.couldn't save that murdercus dictator.

-What we are. witnessing hore is vhe most serious

breokeut from the straight-jockst of aariow, no-
tionaliam, -though -its--rafer vented his murders,
not agoinst imperialism ond -not ogaingt any
“‘foreign® nution, but against his own people, And
yet, while there is no doubt whatever that Africons
are happy with this daring gesture of - Myerere,
the fact thot Western imperictism, and the U.5.
especially, is likewise happy wmokes the whole
situation very ambivalent. .

At the same time, again, there Is no doubt
whntever that the genuine fréedom movements
are being attacked from all sides, and not only by
U.5. imperialism, whether that is a questiion of

. the way in which Ethiopia, with tha ald of Russia

and Cuba, mowed down the Eritrean revolution-
aries-fighting for self-determination; or whether
it is the Angolan revolution at ¢ crossroads; or
Namibia -facing o hordened apartheid Socuth Af-
rica — hardened by the fact that comprador tan
Smith’s Rhodesio pulled off a whitewash with the
aid of his lackey, Muzorewa. :

And oil these are, according t6 that global
politicion-academic, Kissinger, *'regicnol” crises.
The myriad political- crises besetting the world
are indeed very nearly “‘secondary” to the tech-

" nologically-edvanced world on the edge of a new

worldwidre economic crisis-in-the-moking. And
these Big Powers become, in turn, subordinate to
the fight between the two nuclear superpowers,
U.S. and Russia, aiming at single world control.
In this determining confrontation, if civilization
survives to tell tha tale, even the 200-million-
strong Chinese power, christened by Mixen os
“'third global power,’’ is meosuring which side to
be on, while China itself, in crisls, has returnad
to its own version of impericlism by its fnvasion
of Vietnam. The point of pointing to the crises,
besides those of the two global superpowers, was
to stress thot no matter how deep the crisis, the
collapse Is not outomatic. Nor is it only a question
that no one gives up their power willingly, Rather,
it Is @ question that the barborism of retrogrossion
likewise has no limits and must be destroyed,
and destroyed so totally that there would be no
material or ideological or political way to rastore
itself. Which is why we must return to the
revolution In lran.




In March 1979, when we printed this cortoon along with
our anclysis of the counter-revolutionary pelicies that
threctened in frun, most of the Left allowed Khomeini's
ieadership %5 go uncholienged.

The type of revolution in Iran, which, at one
end the same time, comprises new forces of rev-
olution ~— youth so young as to include children
{which we see also in Nicaragua); o women’s lib-
eration mevement that actually did initiate g
second chapter when it began questicning the
male chauvinism and exploitative relationships
which left the lranian women with unfreedom,
though they were part of the revolution for free-
dom; and the most serious challenges for national
self-determination on the part of the Kurds dnd
the Arabs — nevertheless had net, in the process
of revolution, challenged the leadership of Khome-
ini. Even those who opposed (as many on the
Left had opposed) let the leadership, and with. it
the banner, the: philosophy of revolution, -reduced
to an “Islamic Republic,” go unchallenged.

[An integra! pert of our Perspectives, na-
Aurally, inciudes “Iran: Unfoldment of, and Con-
traditions in, Revolution,” - Its-subheadings are:’
. |, A Whole Host of Spectres Haunting Khomeini‘s
‘Islamic Revolution’; !l. The Main Enemy Is Al-
ways At Home; Il Two Iranion, Revolutions:
1906-19211 and Today's; IV. Where To Now?] .

_Herc what we wish to stress is thot the still-
ongoing revolution, in its mossive demonstration
on May 1, manifested great ideological struggles
and, by no cccident whatever, in a pamphlet
which contoined Rosa Luxemburg's Essays on
May 1, included n translation aleo of Chopter IV,
“Worker and Intellectual at a Turning Paint in
History: 1848 to 1861,"” from-Marxism and Free-
dom. Obviously whaot Marxists in the 1905-06
Russian Revolution thought (and they bated their
theory on just that 1848 revolution), and the
1906-U¥ ironion rovoleiion whish folicwnd she
Rustian, had great relevance for 1979, But that
was nct all. Rather, it is that the passion for
philosophy and revolution, Marx’s philosophy of
ravolution, is the need of more than the moment,

~ Put differently, so complex and contradictory
is the ironian revolution that the counter-revoiu-

3 The Political-Philesophie Lattsr on the [ronlcn  Revolution s
avalinble from News & Lelters for S50 cents {plus 28z posloge). See
allo the fallawing evewlineis ceports fiom lran ln Hews eiterst
Yiran's onguirg revolution' tMarch, 1979), and “Revolution and
counlersravghition In lran™ (June, 19791,

tion, virtually built into i, PUls o question mark
over the very existence of the iranian Revolution;
while the super-powers, U.S. and Russia, who
stond aside for the moment, put o question mark
over humanity’s existence as they reach for world
domination. It cannot, therefore, be overempha-
sized t’har our projected work on Rees Luxembues,
Todoy's_ Womsn’s Liberation Moavemer? and
Mmarx's Fnliosophy of Revolution is not so much
a "book" as very nearly a monifests for total freq-
dom_, end demands a 1980 deadline for its com-
pletion. .In these myriad crises-ridden fimes ~
when the Left has managed to norrow both frae-

dom and revolution even as eoncepts, nat to men-

tion actual revolutions where, like the Trotskyists,
they toilend Stalinism, Maoism, Vietnamism, ond
evert Pol-Potism — our seriousness regarding the
deadline is being tested. .

11l. ORGANIZATIONAL CONCLUSIONS .

Let’s take one more lcok at the lranion rev-
olution — this time as it relates to our orgoniza-
tion — not only os a matter of solidarizing with
it, and showing it the second America which
fights its own-capitelistic-imperialistic rulers, but
as tackling the contradictions within Irdn which .
is. still capitalistic, with the cpunter-revolution
calling itself “‘revolution” while using SAVAK
agents to feret ocut the genuine revolutionaries!
There surely is no lock of organization in lran.
Indeed, what.is tragic is that it's all the old or-
ganizations: the church, the army, the copitalist
class, the single party “blessed by Ged,” have all
their organizations infact; whereas the revolu-
tionories that laid the ground for Khomeini to
come to power and the masses of workers who
made the actual revolution' — from paralyzing -
industry to chollenging the army —= with their
spantarecus organizotions (i.e. committees, shor-
as, their soviets), are the very ones who hove no
orgonization now. |t wasn't becouse they don’t
know an orgonization is needed. But so separate
was philosophy of revolution from the revolution
itself that what followed was a still newer divisicn
between the organized form of expression and the
spontaneous action, with Left elitists designating
themselves as ‘'vanguard,” ‘‘the Party to lead,”
and considering the spontaneously-arisen form of
organization as backward. ‘ :

In o word, it isn't News ond Letters Com-
mittees that is the questlon, but the form of a
revolutionazy Marxist organizetion as well os the
relationship of it to the spontoneous mew forms
that arise from below, os well as the continuous
working out of new relations of theory to practice,

In our case, we must remember that as great
as was, the breakthrough in, the concept of the
Absolute- ided, - Decause - we- had - distoreied -in- it
the movement.from practice; and as great as the
fact that the discovery preceded the actual move-
ment from practice that emerged on June 17,
1953 in the East German uprising against Rus-
sian fotolitarianism, our birth as an independent
Marxist Tendency first occurred in the early
1940s, It woas in that period when we, at one ond
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the same time, warked out the stgle capitalist
aralysis of the Russian ecomomy and, os its ab-
solute opposite, the centrality of the Black di-
mension for the Americon revolution. In the
precess of working oul an economic analysis of
the age, we discovered Marx's Humanist Essays,
Te put it simply, while that woe the hizteric birth
of the economic-political-philosophic Tendency
of Marxist-Humanism, and though we functioned .

as collectivity, we did not use orgonizational
language nor make any pretense to being o party.
It is high time, beginning from the very
statement of ‘Who Are 'We and What We Stand
For and through the Archives,? that we recognize
curselves not just as ¢ tendency but as an organi-
zation — the organixotion we have been for the
lost 24 years — News and LeMers Committecs.
This will be spefled out more completely in the
Organizaotion/Naws & Letters report. Herfz we will
limit ourselves to pointing to the organizotional
direction flowing from the Perspectives.

4 Sec Statement, befow,

Who We Ase and What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees, an. organiza.
tion of Marxist-Humanists, stand for. the abolition
of capitalism, whether in.fts private property form
as in the US, or its state property ferm as in
Russia.or China, News & Letters was created so
that the voices of revolt from below could be heard-
not separaled from the articulation of a philos.
ophy of libération. A Black production worker,
Charles Denby, author of Indignant Heart: A Black
Worker's Journal, is the editor of the paper, Raya
Dunayevskaya, National Chairwoman’ of the Com.
mittees, Is the author of Marxism and Freedom and
Philosophy and Revolution, ‘which spell out the
philesophic ground of Marx's Humarism interna. -
nationally as American Clvilization on Trial con-

_eretizes it on the Amarican seene ang shows the
twe-way road between the US, and Africa,

Nins & Letters was foundsd In 1855, the yeur
of the Detrvit” wildeats against Automation amd
the Montgomery Bus Boyeott against segregation
— activities  which  signalled 4 -new  move-
ment from  practice which was itself z form of
theory. Vol I, No, 1, came off the press on the
seeond anniversary of the June 17, 1953 East Ger.
man revelt against Russian state-capitulism s
querading as Communism, in order to exXpress our
solidarlty with freedom fighiers abroad as wel}
as at home. Because 1953 ‘was aleo the year when
we worked out the revolutionary diajeetics of
Marxlsm in its original form of “s new Human-
ism,” as well as individuality “purified of al| that .
interferos with ite UARIVITsaliam, e, with free. -
dom Hself," we organized ourselves In Commit-
tees rather than any elitist parly “to lead.”

In opposing the capitalistic, racist, sexist, ex.
ploitalive suciety, we partlcipate in all class and .
freedom struggles, nationally and Internationally.
As our Constitution stutes: “1 Is our aim . . . o

- promote the firmast unity gmang WUk S Dhacns
und other minorities, women, youth and those in-
“tellectuals who have broken with the ruling bu-
reacuracy of both capital and luber.” We do not
separate the mass activities from the activity of
thinking, Anyune who |s o particlpunt in these
freedom strugles for totatly new relutions and a
fundumnentally new way of life, and who believes
in these privelples, is invited to Join us, Send for
4 copy of the Constitwtion of News and Lotters
Commltlees,

.
.

.. First and foremost, of tourse, is the recog-
hition that, since it is the objective sHuction -
its myriad crises, irs_ economic-poliricol-militory

disarrgy, iheoreticolfy, os the very forces thev
combat —- thoe impels o deadiine, the deadline
of 198'0, for tinishing the book Rosa Luxemburg,
Todcgs \ ‘s Liberotion Movement and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, we have to prove
our seriousness foward that deadline:

1) A full year's free time is to be created

for the Notional Chairwoman to finish the monu-
script, ond nearly o5 much for the National Or-
ganizer to collaborate on that work,
. 2) Toward that end, the National Co-Crgen-
izer is to become full-time which maegns being
[esponsible both for the Center ond News &
etters, :

3} By the end of the year, the anti-nuclear
and anti-draft movements, which rerain o cen-
tral forus of our activity, will reach o very sharp
crisis because it will coincide then with the ratifi-
cation of the SALT |f agreement. That requires,

e time, establishment of
ups as well as the intensi-
es and theoretical work of

the existing Marxist Humanist groups ot campuay-

"Thus, for the early part of January, @ meeting is

projected on “The. Life and Death of Rosq Lux-

emburg, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution.”

Toward thot end, the Nationol Chairwoman, as.
specker, will have completed a pivatal cl-_:cp_ter'-’_
in the Rosa Luxemburq book, and thus will in- "
itiote the classes to be held on that work.

4) These classes on the chapter about the
1905 Russion Revolution will also have available -
a translation of Rosa Luxemburg's speechon that

-revblution,” delivered at the 1907 Russian Con-

gress. The repnrters for the classes will not limit
themselves to either of these two; rather, they
will also analyze the current scene as well os
past Perspectives bulletins on the revolutrons_ in
our age, such os the Portuguese and the lr'anrqn
Revolutions. In a word, what we will ba doing in
these classes is actually collaborating with the
National Chairwom n in working out the crux 9f
the new work on .3sa Luxemburg and Marx's
philosophy of revolution,

5} What further flows from-: the congentro-
tion of the Perspectives is the need for a review
of all our writings on the Black Dimensiqn, from
1943 to 1979, concentrating on the pericd that
prepared us for the publication cf both_News &

L2850 Gl Maraism and-Freedom” in the 19505,

i.e. People of Kenya Speak for Theinselyes and
Indignu:‘r Heart, whose authcr, o Black produc-
tion worker, Charles Denby, becorme Mews & Lot-
ter's-editor ond .quthor of Workars Bottle Auto-
mation; through the 1960s, when we reconinected
with the new generation of revolutionaries- with
Tre Free Speech Movement and the Nogro Rev-
olution and the anti-war movement's “‘Mall no,
we won't go!"”, os well as Freedom Riders Speak
For Themaelves, whick was the first pamphlet to
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singie ouf Biock women revoluiivnarias in
siopi, ““Womaon Power Unlimited”; te our latest
Waoarking ¥omen For Freedom, not-to mention
the tremendous statements bv Black women. in
Chapter 9 of Philosophy ond Revelution.

&) Finally, we will hold closses in. Marx's
Capital, Veol. !, it can have as its focus how
Marx’s new continent of thought analyzed, de-
veloped and related the economic lows of cap-
italism to the philosophy of revelution, beginning
from the very first chapter, Commodities. and its
theory “‘The Fetishism of Cammodities,” to the
penultimate chapier, “Histeric Terdency of Cap-
“italist Accurnulation,” eon the general low  of
- capitolist accumulation. as-it was. fought by the
"new forces and new passions.”’. Towards that end,
we want to study Capital on three different levels:

. a).The mid-1940s’ “Qutline pof-Capital”
—— which followed Marx's Capital ‘‘formally’. end,

. though the philosophy nowhere shaws os .pivotal
ac we now know it to be, did not try to escape
the new stoge of capitalism, whether that was
called by the orthodox, “monopsoly copitalism;!!
or as we anolyzed it to be.stale-capitelism—will .
be .reproduced from the; Arch,iyes':_'of_,Mgrxis{t .

Humanism. ©; . -, LTl T
'b) The mid-19505" tackling of. the’probs. '
. lem in Marxism and Freedom, with its stress.not
only: on -philgsophy, -but .also_on_revolutianary
‘Marxists who neverthaless deviated from Marx's.
Capital (“Appéarances”vs: Reality' 'is"a critique
of Luxemburg’s Accumulation of Caopitcl), is best -
presented in the poaniphlet ‘Merx's Capital ond

Todoy’s Global Crises, because this tokes direct

issue with Ernest Mandel’s wrong analysiz of the
1970s crises. in-the 1.5, os well as with” Tony
_ Cliff’s degradation’ of Lenin's theory of Imperial- -
ism. i ' ; PR
<) Chapter 2 of Philosophy and Revolution,
Section C, on the “Adveriture of the Commodity as -
Fetish,” is placed so integrally with the whale
of Marx's new continent of thought, that “one
finally can study Marx‘s Cagpital in a very origina!

way, both a3 itself and in'the context of the new

passions ond new forces of cur era: . = ..
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