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AS OBJECTIVE REVOLUTIONARY UM/ BESLIIINGS fND AS DRADLINE FOR
ROS,H LUXEMBUKG, TODAY'S WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, AND
MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION

by Raya Dunayevskaya

I, T1e Overview: Wew Beginnings vs, Decadent Capitalicm in Disordex

The decade of the 1970s is. ending with-thelcapitalistic world order in
© totel disorder, ‘hen the 1973 Arab—Isra.el* war led to the 1974 guadrupling of-
oil pr:.ce..‘ it descended upon U,S, J.mper:r.alism, which elready had been creaking
becanse of i1%s imperialist war in V:.etnum. The Johnson hdministration of "guns
and butter” refused to acknowledge thai not only the amred might but. the econcmy
had been drained, The truth iz that the economy had guétained' hardly bearable
gashes in its very structure — or, if you wish, neture, This year it has be- .
come impomsible for the cani-balists and their ideologues to pi-ediot any sort of
boom, mo matter how hard they try to play down the recession we're in as “m:l.lﬁ“,
with their computerized g:!.micks playing the "Duture's" game, . Nor can U,Se im-
rerialism saddle "othefé' ~-- OPEC, or Andrev Young ~= with the myriad political

crises it is causing very nearly daily,

. Quite the contrary. The political crisos, like the ecoriomic crises,

stem from thie- decrepit copitalictio-imperialist woxld system, with ito twe nucle-
ar Titans — U,S, and Russin =~ {ighting for single world rule, No matter how
hard rulers protend, with SALT I and SALT II, that they will slow the armements
race, the goal is oo clearly prepaoration for the unthinkable world holocaust that
even so bourgeols a paper as the lew York Timeg, which ie for SALT II, foels com-
polled to entitle its editoriel, "Ayme Control Out of Contxcl! (8/15/79).

If anyone needed any further proof of capitalistio disaryy, juct take a
gecond look at what happened last month at the lant cummit, as the technologloally
moet advanced countrie®-— the six Vectern nations and Japan —— srrived at a "ocon=

gensus® and promiced %o aot in common cgainst OPEC's ccacelecs rises in pricas.
Each went its own way to try to oonoludec o geparate deal with the oil potantataa,
inoluding their opportunistio embrace of the PLO, Making /ndrew Young tho ooape-
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goat for that sttompted chift in global pollitics can ng..:cdly comincc a child -
and Iorael is no childi — that Young ected olone, nfter 211, before Camp Tavid,
long befoxe, Carter~Vance even tried en officizl deal with both Russic end the

PLO,

Not to he discounted ic its zomification in the attitudes of Black lead-
ers (with which we will deal lator).. Hexe vhat needs fo be stressed is tho timings
that it tokes place after Camp Da.v:l.d, after the actual signing of the so~colled
Laypi~Israel pesce trepty, ond after Sedat declared himeelf all too eager to zlso
£111 the Shoh'c role and be the U.S.'c policcman in the Middle Fact, vhat the
signifies is an admission of failure of the Camp Dovid extravegrnna,  Vhat iz new
iz the cbysmol depth of the totality not only of the global cconomie~political
eriges, but the proliferation of J—-borb kmovehow in the backwaters as well as the
Ltlantic—Pocific-Guli's preserves; witness Pal:isfan ciming for “a Moglem homb'.

" Hexe, tooy no soopegoat, bo . it Indin or Pokiston's General 2ia, will be
gble to cover up the fact that the g::ound for this "advonee' in so poverty-stricken
and 'I:echnologic..lly backvard o country has been.laid by no lesc o fontastic end '
unholy amclgam oo Mao'z China, Vixon-Kisoinger's attompt to got thot #China card",
end the Lei‘tlst hea& of the state, Bhutto, whom hls bloody GUCCesa0Ty General Zia,
ha.nged cu‘.‘ter he obta.a.ned the sccret for muking n h=bomb, The VoS !5 present.
threots to Pakiotan maoy bo wolcomcd by Indm, whaich, while busy issuing. its own
thrents, hes, elrcady tuilt its own bomb — but thot will hardly divort attention
from the U.S,'s super-titanic,- incone buildwup, when it plrcady hos cnough o ¥ill
oll. of humenity morny times over, much lecsa bring “stability! into Corter's evor-
wobbly chifts in global declings, Running helte .Jkeltcr has nover boon o.mani-
fostation oithor of leacdorship" or cven Imowin whero one ig marching, Nor can
"anarohicts® be copjurcd up to cxplein osuch total chaon ond majhem.

Yo, So organic -—— to the.vory morrew of its bongg — ie tho dipoxder of
the deercpit copitalistic-imperilictic gyctem in this stoto—-copitaliot cgo that
nothing whatever con help it. It needs to be totolly uprooted.

4o agoinet those cpeotoclen, ot tho obrolute cpposito of this muclear ine
sanity, thore docc sprout up from below now, humen begimnings,  Three ovents —
eno ceomingly subjeetive and two objcotive -~ do $11lumingte both the menth of
iugust which heo juct cnded ond the yonr 1979 which iz on ito woy out. The two
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great objective eventc are the licaraguan Hevolution and the new punse of Chapter
two of the Iranian Revolution, opened up by the most masrive demonsirations a-

. P “
etk Th Rokl 4 Nail
goingt hemeini sings the averthrou of the Thah,

That the co_unter—revélution has else reached a new stage with Xhomeini
declaring himself Supreme Cormender, and unloosing a murderous campalgn against
the Kurds, can't erase the still onging revoluti onary resistance. Don'i i‘orget
that no one expected the Shah to fall that easily, either, The new phase that
has just begun is the mass nature of the demonstrations against 1homeini, Uhat
the wemen first opened on Internationel VWomen's Doy has now been both broadened
and deepened, nst only becaunse both men ond womén ﬁave shown their deep opposi-
tion, and not only because it was ageinst eny censorship, butl because it is clear
to all by now that this time the revolutionaries who mede the fevolutic-n against
31?5"'8}:’-3.11 and U,S. imperialism are working out nev ways of froedoem — Zotal free- -
dom, The ¥urds are out front and they are not alone, . .

‘It is the new beginnings in Latin .fumericn'azé_& Irﬁn ) well as the uﬁdor—-
ourrent of revolt throughout the Middle East thet hove trensfommed that toxpid |
month of fugust, which hes nearly always stood for counter-revolution, The
specific August which the mass media are row playing up most is not the infamous
dey that U,5, imperislism dropped the A-bomb on Hiroshima a.nd Wagasoki, wh:.ch they
lightly skim over, 'but the notorious date of iuz. 24, 1939, whlch ente;s 'the o
world'a hictory. book as the horrific doy vhen Hitlor and Stalin signed 't:he pac’c
vhich gove the green light to Werld YWax II. And, wi't:h:m seven short deya — ho
years from this very day, Sopts 1 — come the invasion of Poland,

(Pexnit me onc acide. Though not related to the month of August, 1t is
of great importance to the concept of new beginnings, objectively as well as oub-
jeotively., Yo revolutionary, of course, denies the horror of the Hitler-Stalin
poaot, whioh ot one and the seme $ime - roloened” Nozism for World Vex Il and
gave proof of the hidcouc tronsformaetion inte oppo.,itc of the fivst workeors' state
into o state-capitelist monstrosity. Dut, as ve fought ng:*.inst 1t, what we wore:
looking for wexe revolutionary new beginnings that vould arise from within the
irmporiniist wor and thei ceme, preeiscely, at the point vhere it _ntarted, with
the Creet Vorsaw Uprising in 1943 ,

Yo did not wait four decondes to deolarc thet
ovent a simal for o totally nev stage throughout Furope of iio resistenco a~
goinet Nazi ocoupation, In dosignating thoat event 2o "Ald rondn lead to Warsaw"
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we were showing ite significance ac it happired, aad as it "coi'n‘cided" with the
gppearance of new beoginnings in the U,S,, 23 both the General Miners' Strike and
Black uprising eruptied in the U,S8., the first time there wee ever such an cccur-
rence when the eountry was at war. Chou En-lai, in 1971, tried to whitewash his
rolling oul the red carpet for Nixon by misusing the Hegelian concept of the rela-
tionship of the accidental to the inevitadle by saying that "the inevitable in his-
tory often occurs through the accidental," Pui here, in 1943, in Poland it did,
indeed, happen. Vhich is why those new beginnings were, and remai'n; epochal both
“in fezet and in cegnition, All w2 have to do is anify fact and thought and put

them into practice. ) '

Now then. Vhen wo point to new beginninge this fugust, 1979, it is a-

gein in order to show that unless these now beginnings n¥e in thought as well as
in tact, we will not be cble to meet todoy's challengo, And it .:‘Ls this wﬁich de-
termined the inclusion, among the new 'begx.nnmgs, of the deadline of 1980 as the

so-called cubjective clement, I say "so-colled subjective! because the truth is
that it isn'y subjeetive, Not only do 21l the aborted rcvolutiopé demand a recon-
sideration of the re_:l.z,it:_i_on::hip of theoxy to prustice but, above 2ll, there heve
aetually spru.ﬁg up very new types of beginnings in the 1970s. Whether we consider
a first bright revolutionary light «— Portugnl — and its rela:bionahip to the Afri-
can revolutidns in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Biscau, and to Tast ‘I'imor, whe-
ther we consider the Latin American revolts, oxr the new phase in the J.v'u'u.an Te-
volutior, or oven just the now stage of the anti-nuke movement here since the
Threc Mile Iclond nceident — the point s ha.t wh_t wos "in the air" wao caught
both cbjectively and "su'bjcctivdly“.

It ip o fact thot there is oo Little geparation betwecen objective and
subjective that the passion for philesophy in the 19705 was, pmc:.sely, tho bridge
to end tho soparation botween objeetive ond cubjective. The othc-r new bogimmings

{liko:the Usmon!s Fikeration Mevemsnt) hawe ikowise cloaxly rooched the. chesc
roads. A comprehensive theoxy 1o o5 burning o need as is netion itself. The hun-
ger for the working out of Morx's philosophy of vevolution Tfor our day muot '!_m met.
It i by no means just for the Women's Liberetion Movement, or the Biack Dimension,

ox Youth, though everywhere thoy are up frent, It ic for the totol uprooting,

The whole point of troeing the relationship of objoetive to subjective
iz not for history's aake, but for teday, TFox it's only when objeotive and oub-
Joetive meot thot univovoality bocomeo real, In that roopeet, tho 1980 doadling
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is crmeial, That is go, not beesuse it's our Persrectiven for the year, nor be-
cause it is 2 book, nex even bacause we have conclnded that it will be nothing
short of a menifesto for totel freedom, ‘e Gon't think of manifesto hexe as if

it were & propaganda sheet,

Rather, it is because it is the philosophic preparation for revolution,
in a vay that the urgeney of today's events malies it imperative, Ve uvill zeturn
to thic 1960 deadline at the end, but now we.need to bocome concrete cn today's

problems, beginning with what is the moct critical: the world recession.

II, The Jorld Recession, 0il and SALT II

1)The Myriad Political-Deonomic Crises

. The U,5, capitalist idecloguas are working hard in tl.leir attempt '1;o-i)re—
sent the recession as if it vers only a slovidowm, soon o be overcoma, To put
this myth over, vhen even their figures shov that inflation in double-diglt and
unemployment has risen frem 5,8 percent on its vay o 7 percent, the guto industry
is suddenly preﬁented, not as pivotal,' tut something quite subordinate.

. Aetuelly, ihile it is tme that the Vest is not 55 bad off as the mid-
Vest and orth-Bast, it ion't 2 'questién of orisie only in the automobile ‘Industry,
but in aluminum, petzochemicale, synthetic textile fibers, And, as they themselves
_have to admit, watoh how these uill be dwarfed by cteel layoffs, %!a.tbh the next
two months foxr the true pieture,. . Indeed, vhile the 197 recession was the
vorst of the seven post-llorld \lar IT recessions, not only has this one by no means
Tun its course, but in some respects it is actually wvorse than 197h. Thus, in
197, savings were 7.7 peroent, vhile in 1979 they had gone dowm %o 5.8 percent,
the lowest in any infustrialized land, Uncmployment io aiready 5.8 percont; mores
over ihia “average" is a totol fake, beceuse, in faot, it 13 already 8 pexcent in
industrial oities and it's there that it will rise to 10 percent,

Again, there are no real statistics for Black youth wnemnloyment, whioh
remains somevhere in the neighborhood of rie loss than 50 percent! In the imer-
cities, cays Vemrmen Jorden, it is 75 peroent, \hat ia ironic is that, vhereas
the Bureau of Labor Statinties tried to show that we havo got ocut of that dblesak
unemployment syndrome beoause there vas an aotual rise in employment in some
monthse, non—govemﬁental coonomicts called this a Ystatlstionl ortifact', since
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the rize was not remlly o reduotion of cengral uwnemployment, but femtrictec. 40
the age~group, 16 - 19, Tn a vord, it ir mestly swmer jobs, mostly studes

youthy and mogt vill disappesr in Fall, Once agein, uateh the noext tuo wmonths.

tVhat ideclogues do, as ecrises deepen, iz to invent new vworas, 1n the
present instance, even“stogflation” wouldn't de, and so 2 new word vas inventeds
"infl e""ion," uhich is defined as 2 “period of recessive business conditigng and
ricing cogts,” That in to say, the economy is not just stagnent, b‘ut retrogres”
sing, and still inflation keeps rising, Clearly, the inventor of that woyq, "IN

flessien", Unll Gireet ccenomist James Sinelair (EYT 6/21;/79), hes a job, 4 "011
paid one. He's ameng those ton economists who tell we this is 2 "mila I‘Gco.-,s;wﬂ

vhich vill not tecome world-iride,

They do admit thet Great Britain is also’in a recessi on, but ""Llppogedi-y
that need not "count",; cince Tnatcher's goverrment, in itc fight against the pro”
letaria.t, a.cmally venbs o recession to “digeipline labor. Vhich doesn't penn
,that Britain'ce woa.!..:l.n:, class ui® . give  Thaicher & free hand, 25 can be seen frorﬂ
a series of one-day strikes in engineering industries on fugust 6, August 13.and
August 20, Though they hardly pot mentioned in the U.S. press, the last gy
strikes involved 2 millicn vorkers cach, and the fact that they didn't got any
union compensatwn for the strike didn't lieep . the vorkers :E'rom going out.

vhile, to the “spetn", the quesztion of global becomes reﬁt%iotive P
nough - %o exclude Grezt Britain, the vory economists that say that Burope 1531
get us out of a rlepresm.on, 2lso have o admit that inflation is bloalc ev@m m;-c
because,” as Brookings Institute economist Olum put it, “price stability-ignry
easy to attain vhen & country is poart of the world econoz.‘y." (1T 8/19/79: "”hile

Durope ntill prospers")

The- "mildness? end nllegudly non=global nature vill persi::t becawpe of
the terrific state of the Fuvoncan economy, especiolly ‘Yest Germany and J apan,
They will both goften our recession ond keop it from voaching their shores, 14
is claimed. How Japan, which ir in teadly competition with the U, D, g Will gine
bilize the economy of the mightiest nuclear giant is nst precisely spelled gyng,
It is expected (it is not yet co, juct Yexpeotod") thet Japan 14311 experiengs a
5.7 percent production growth, ond the other economic 'miracle", Vost Germm,y, 35
aiming for L porcent, vhich is a little more than Teeping up vith poriulatinn
grouth, but herdly miraoulovs., Last yoar, 4 percent uas considered a minimyy for
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Just Peuahioningt tho depth of 2 coming recension,

imadless to uny, these id “eslomies, in foeuring en the fact that ocone-
mic grouth is better in Uest Durope then in the U.0,, forget the determinant —-
clase struggles, There are no 16s8s thon seven million wnemployed in Yest Turope;
they are pneot about to look at the "dowmtym" in production without reacting to
being thrown out of vork vhile inflation keeps spiraling upvard.

That tells more than 2ll  ecenemists put together is thot in test Gerw
M3NY, \here supposedly the worKers ave all "hoppy" with class collaborationism,
the metalyorkers in Stuttgart Just last veek caid that they. would ignore tie
class colleborationist decision of the union leadership and puch for compensation
Payments this year to make wp fOT Ueges lost to higher oil prices.

Lest anyone ferpet the tremendous mass antinuke ﬂem“f’tratl‘:‘m’! letfe
Toming all of how freedém struggles do oross national boundaries: Directly after
" the Three yile Island neaf-Aizester the German masses held mass protests, shouting,

“Ue are a1 Permsylvanianss®

\het i really ab otale — ond: that is uncontestebly vorld-wide, beczuse
it actually affects the capitalirtic structure of the economy - is productivity,
0T as they gli-;ayr- put it, ‘lacl Of PI'Orluctivity‘.‘ Promptly they all gang vp agairst
the proletariat, If only labor I’J:Odactiv:.ty was higher, the TeS. could onoe again
vin the gompetition vith Toyota and Vollsuagen. llov, anyone on a ~rﬂc’d‘-l"-\tlm'l 11n«.
lmovs that not enly is he driven %o the limit, but ue don't exactly have the h:.gh-

est technique, The main reason that urope, in ‘the md—19505' wag undex ;he il-
lusion thet they vere outdistancing the w,s3, wes that, once the liarshall Plén
helped re-eztablish capi'balist Lurope to stand up from the total destriction of
World fax 73, they did not hove to go back to the old machinery, vhich had been
destroyed- they ""l:a.r'tecl on the Dasis of the most modemn technologye

The full truth, howevery ic that sven now the "lower" productivity of
Te3c vworkers ig not in welationshiv fo ather vorkers — mirnpeann; Javanese, Latin
Americang -- but to themsolves in another historioc period, In the early 1960s,
before the Viotnom Vexr and the resuliing blue—colla:c blues, as well as all the
youth demonstrations and the anti-Vietnam ar atruggles, productivity was highor
then it i5 nov, 4As ve long 2o Said in relationship to Russian vorkers' low pro~
ductivity (gee Marxism ond Froedom, p,23L), it iz not a sign of their bné}cmfa.mness
but an oxact measure of the state of revelt, As for U,5, workers, presently pro-
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ductivity has dronped frem 3 sereent ammually in e 19508 to 2 percent amminlly
-

in the 19705, tut U0, productivity still tomo Gexmmny ond Jopan, vhewe it is only
1.3 pereent. (Christisn Seiomec Monitar 0O/15/70: M., coonomic volchuord: proe~

ductivity®, )

If, instead of investing in gold bers, the capitallists would invest in
production.-— both az to improving the conditions of labor and not relying on ob-
colete mochinec vhile demanding further “investment incentives” before they cver
do what iz zupposed to pome naturally to them: expending production — labor
productivity would rise, oo, The point of convenient espitalictic forgetfui-—
ness is tuo-fold: first end foremost, Big Business is trying to hide unconscion-
able mass profit by talling about the loss in the rate of proi‘i*t‘. in rel'ationship

" to investment, thus £addling the vexkers with otill further incentiver for-themw
selves, Secundly, they are alusys on the provl o drive vomen — and youth -- out
of jobs. ifow the cledm is thot there sve 50 many more wemen and "iﬁezpt_-:rienced"
youth in the labor force that productivity hac droppeds Dt if you read the small
print in "learned" joumels, you find cut that, in fact, capitalists have'pbt.inn
vested suffioiently in advanced technology. Indeed, you den't heve to read static-
tical journals; all you heve to do is take a European or Japanese frain instead
of s fmericen one, , '

“then the vorst, the 197L -recleésion, cccurred after the guadrupling of ) . '

oll prices, capitalist ic‘teolbgﬁes choued sudden intevest in the lawvian theory of

the decline in the rete of profit, The trouble is, ence again, that they very de-
liberately migreed Narx's theory, It is ttue that, no matter how goeat the mass
of profits are, the rate does deoline; the point is that thereby i't reveals to
capitalists their Achilles heel, That isn't anything that oan be dolled up with

high prices, Rather, _it is proof of the fzet that 80 organiec, so inseparable a

part of the very organism of capitalist production is it, that there ic no wey of
encaping, 30 long 2o they keep expanding production vith ever-greater use »f tech-
nology and using relatively ever-lesser amownts of living laber, the only source
of all surplus valuc.

ind the structural changos. are a result not ondy of this relationship
of C/V (constant to variable oapital), but of the fact thet so much production
has gone. into militarization — a type of production thal ic good enly for de-
stroying, not for grouth, 1In o word, the present singe of decay in the U.5. and
world cconomy began, not in 1973-74, but vith the Vietnam Yar and IBJ's lie that

*

L
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e could have bolth “gung ond butter, 211 the while pened e yar —

both destroying Vietnam end inercasing the poverty in the Vs, In 2 womd, his

so~colled var on poverty vas am grent o lie oo the Tonkin Nexolution,

Militarization in thesze "pezceful timesh has not the least decreaced,
Look at 3ALT I and SALT IT. You 11l reeall that the Draft hesin cghows thats
YHar from "that‘ stopping nuelenr armament: srouth, here are the facto: Tn 1972
the U,0, had 5,700 nuelear varheads ready to fire at Nussia, and Bussia had
2,500 ready to fire at the U, 5. ‘Though that os quite sufficient to rill us
several times over, the U,5. rov has 9,200 ond the Russians 5,000, That isn’t
all, Cuite thke conirary, Ginee the only vay the Pentagon uas to have agreed to
SALT 1 uas to malke sure that anything that uac alxeady on the drowing board could
nct be ctopped, ruelear development never stopped inventing more proficient kill-
&r capability, .anrl the acreeﬁlent was signed only vhen both sides agrecd not aven
to fzce control of offensive vezpons;  the ].imitationé vere ‘gtrictly applied "?...-

'defensive’ (!) nueclear urms,® \

‘That iz hov militarictic dréams of the NX nissile kept the. dalt IT
hfreement frcm»béing signed, as échedﬁled,: in 1974. iovw watech how all the Prices
are going up; we haven't got the MX but already the {30 billion assigmed to it
hos become 535 billien, Az if that veren't bad enough, don't foxget the {50 bil-
lion for shace var, At the end of Augu'st, the misnamed Secretary of Ver {calleq
Secrztary of I}efenae) Drowm vill present a plan an to hov to deploy t_he 200 Mx
missiles in Utzh and i-?evadé.._ The so-called "radetr_aicl:" uill Tun into Plenty of
opposition from both local Ppecple 2nd environmentalictn, And as if it wpren't
bad enough that Carter acked for 5135-5 billiqn for “deﬁmée" budget, the Penta-
gon and the Hunnc and the Jaoksons are demanding a 5 pexsent raize above that,
Lven they do not lmov how they are going to spend ity they just wani it,

Let me cite juat thrée other far-avay events to &give you e peek into ..
the myriad orises, Ay on;'.' of them may very well explode later, though at this
mement  they do not reach the headlines, - First, i the sighting of a Russian
A-sub that enterod Aden, the South Yemen port that tominates Hiddle Bost tanker
routes to Asic and the Paoifie, U, S. Haval intelligence describes it as "a cruise
»issile-oarrying Leho IT-closo boat¥, which ig something like that "Ethan Allen-
type Ameriean tub, one of the Mavy's biggeet and. festest nuclsax sraft,”. Vhat
vorries the U,%. most ig that thoy dldn't knou vkether.the submarine at Aden was
“an o temporary Bafignment" ox whother it represented a Ducsian attempt 4o estab-
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ish 2 new naval base,

Gecond, 1T we go to Jlavans ﬂ*:‘..’: rentenbay 3 - Ty we vill find the so-
called non—-al*‘;n 2d countries r\cet.-nx-./ goes without soying that the PLO will be
there with o muech stronger resolution than the one they presented at the UW, since
they ore very sure nene there 711l prant Isracl's right to exist, That, however,
iz not the m2in point on thot crouded agenés, vhich will ‘deal with “p1lv vorld

problems — and from that non-alimed Russian(pardon me, Cuban) point of view,

. Yhere iz going te be one thing comp]:tcly nev, -'!‘i‘.:o, vho vas feunder of-
the  "mon-2zlimead countries back in 1955 5s 411 nou sppear in a neu rol 2, Varning
the aesembly that it fon! t only U, 3. J.muﬂrlal:.f'm that must be fought but alse
“hegemonism', 5z will try to ::hou ihere Gube.-Rus sia has e-ctenc.cc‘l its presence in
fingola and Dthiopia, Tmo, tho is 87 years old, is vorried enough sbout vhat g~
cia vill de to po..'b-"’ito Tugozlavia that he is presently tilting tovard both China
and Vest L‘uropean countries to help L‘_..,t L‘uroue keep its independonce from Russia,.
Towvard this end, Tito had mot vith the foreign ministers Gf thesc "non~-alimed"
countrles lagt summer and supposedly has got India, Svi Lanka, and perhape also
Algeria, to amree vith him to 'draft o differént tyne of statement, or so amend the

oie thet Cuba vill pre_.ent ag to show no wnanimity,

that is interesting about Tito is that he gave an interview to his own
Partj’n pn:ner, Borha., on MAug. 16, uhere he' gpoke openly abont .Jtrengthem.ng hip
countryts defenses mo ‘that "hoever conterplotes movm,_., against uz will think
twice before .,tarunr-."

Vhether he will or 1411 not fucceed in getting them to tallk amingt “l';e-
gemonimm' vhieh ig, after all, the Chinese anti-Russian ouphenism; ox vhether, on
" thet agenda, Syrin end Traq will suceeed in getting Sadat's Laypt oxpelled; vhether

you take your noint of departure to be all against U..;. inmerial:'.sm, or a.fzaann*'
Musoian "hegemoniem", not to mention =':‘.:i—w;.ue1. and the attempt to expel ]:'gypt,
or for that matter go o Vestorn wahara ~— there are certainly plenty of cn.cv:.a

nointe,

llow let's set baok to the oil lones and looi: at the smalleat of all

Afrioan cowntries — in . nct, it's just a port, dut a very. ntoabeasin and’ *'"“"r""""
roxt == Dilboubi, In Jufe, 1977, vhon it firut got itn lndepenﬂence, wve pointed
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to the foet thot neo-colondi alirmejJudged by the foot tho iy even thowgh Fra.ce gront-
ed it independence,it would alse continue “protecting it: that is to say, hove
itz military srmc there — would in fact contime, The only thing neyv since thm
iz that France is not alone, It hac become one of the mest ﬂotorious "hor--cum-
brothel? norts, vhere no less than 5,000 French engincers are there, vhere everyone
frem France to the U,5,, from Mussia to the Arab oil states, as uvell as Ithiepia
and {omalia, has a listening post, fThe vhole reasen for all that stiention to
this Loor little country is, of course, due to the fact, as the Worgnto Globe and
liadl puts it (5/18/79): “Vith the Soviet navy now occupying all the Ethiopian sea
ports and rapidly turning South Yemen, 20 miles avey across the Bab el liandeb
atraits into a satellite, Djibouti hac become of vital strategic impoxtance to the

Vest, .

I'Ia'burally,' no one can lmow vhen or where comething nev erupis or vhether
the incident that sets off a holocaust ig over liiddle Bast oil, or some rav material
from Africe, or something in Asia. Vhat we do know is that the maaor ‘nuclear powers
dre primed all over the plobe for a global confrontat:.on. iné vhat ia clear,
beyond any peradventure of o doubt, is that,vhether we raturn #n oil and reoes;sio'ﬁ
in relationship to the U,8., or vhether to 't‘.he Dritish recéssion vhich supposedly .
doesn't Yeount" beeause that's vhat ‘the government nants, there is no vay’ that
capitelist politics end economics can be separated- from woxl:ers'! revolt, naticnal
revolution, women's 5 oppocition, youth who do not want %o go to an impanah t war
and will oppose being drafted,  After all, didn't V.S, capitaliem think it had iz
all made in the 1iddle Bast once it hed the Shah building a military machinc like
'cra.zy, as if he really was re--establiching -bhe old Perpian empire plus nuclear
Ppover, as the U,S,7 willing moliceman in the liiddle East? \Vieren't iTixon ond Kis—
.Binger so happy with thet that they digd eﬁcourage the Grand Illusion of the Peacock
thrane heaoming o global povery and Madntt 5% 511 go dewn the drain, not only in
Iran iteelf, but the vhole of the lidale Last that has never been in greater tur-
moil?

But wvithout a philosophy of revolution, the Left i vulnerable to defeat

vhile decedent oapitalism lives on,
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‘:.'i_thou'l: 2 Philocophy of Qtevolution: .
Uil and the PLU Coining o IFoothols vith Bizel: Leaders -

0il, on the one hand, and the PIO goining a feotholié vith Black leaders,
self-ctyled and othervice, on the other hand, are the hot-mpots at the moment
among the myriad global crises. In oxder, houever, fully to grasp the new in these
developments,vz nged to foeus on the vhole ege of state-capitalism ns the two
nuclear Titans, U.S, and Russiz, stiuggle for single vorld aule; and on the nation-

al-chauvinist confliect within each world domcin,

Although, ever since the Sino~foviet eonflict first brole ovt into the
open in 1960, it shcould have been clear that, far from being just an ideological
struggle, it wen fthe proof that sta.to-—cap:.talz.sm meant rebirth of reactionary nation~
aliom from within no-szlled Commnist lands, this was net the case. This national~
ism vas not jus.t a va:ciﬁtion of Otalin's "soeialicsm in one country,® It wvas that,
all right; but it vas also chauvinism that vent outside national boundaries’in so
total a degree thoi the tvo Commnist.giénts themselve: »— Kussia ond China - could
go to waxr, ' : ‘

The new shooker this year was Chine's ocubright invasion of :Kfifltnam. Deng's
excuse i‘or the 1nva..1:|.on ned 'bhﬂ charascteristic "Big Srother™ imperialistic sbund,
China, said Deng, was out "to teach Vn.etnam a laéscon,” Thougil one can say very near-
ly the same thing about Vietnam's invasicn w- and no doubt a good part of tna.t‘ would
be trume /Txeverthcless, the difference in the two invesions is quite marked: Vietnam'n
:.nvam.on 4id have the sunport of a-goecd port of the Combodions and it vas directed
aga:.nat the most genooidal - menccidal amainst its own pecple — Pol Pot regime,

One pivotal point of identity, however, predominates over beths it is thu
te_sting time for a possible Hino-Boviet outbreals, (Hot that this totally excludes 2
"regonciliation'; there is nc end to double orosnes in a state-capitalist age,)

The tvo stotc-capltalint glants calling themselves Communist ore; indeesd;
testing for the ultimate var, 'hether thel final econfrontation is .as a 1:1 holo-
caust, or vith the U,S, having the Ching == or the llussianl =~ coxd, thexe ic no
vay that ony rotional being cen telie nides in thet wedness, if humanity survives
ot alll There is just no way out except total -uprooting of thin racict, sexiet,
exploitative cystem, on either nide of the Atlantic or either oldo of the China sen,
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The insenarability of peliticz frem economics, be it Iast or Uest, or be
it vithin each of those domainy, the contredictory national-chauvinistic int"erests,
vhether aclnovledged oxr othervice, sticls out all over, Take, for example, the
recent “Uestern summit in Tolyo apa thc 'supuoeed unaninous dec.wlon to act an one
in relationship to OPEC. It no -oone:: ended than esch country uent in, not only
for scpzrate deals for oil with the oil potentaten, bui m.th the PLO vhich was the
one da.ngl:mg oil or the ability to et special deals on 011.

At can be seen from the latest trip of Cirauss to the Tiddle Tast, the

U, %, vas ready to introduce a T Ile,solution”oi‘ its own" to omend Resolutien 242,
is fer France -—— be it Viehy France, de Gaulle's Fronce, or Gigeard d'Ectaing'c —
:.t never pretended to te any friend of, the Jews, except for the one '_time vhen it
helped Great Dritain, allied to Isracl, lawnch the Sues Var in 1956. Sinoe 1967,
it has been rumning for 1iddle Bost oil with a special calling cexd:. salesman for
’ everything, including nuelear reactors, Certainl'y it made no change in its beha-
" vior because of the Toltyo cummit, Quite the cont:cary...

As Arafat put :Lt, "Becouse France needs us and ve need i, we expect at
- least as much from it as .we have received fram Austna." And to make it even clear--
er in, relat:.on"hip %o how France will benelit, it was not only of nil that they
spole, tut of the arme that \:111 ho bought by Svr:.a., by Iran, by Iraq, by Saudd.

Arabia, and on and en,

ow, then —- est Gcmany. nAM Uest German met Arafat in Lebauon, Thin
vas no private ci‘!::.zen from Vfeat Germany; this vas a high Vest German parlismenta—
rien, Juergen Moellemann, who vas cloce to none lesc than Gemmy'sil’orc.;ign Miniw
ster, Hons-Dietrieh Genscher, The plon uas most concretely opelled out: iest
Gemany‘ ~= indeed, he onoce caid all of Vest Burope — ia rcady o recognize the
PLO as "the sole lean) reprecentative of the Palestinian people,” (CSM 6/8/79)

ind vhile it supposedly ankzd fou #rcoognition"” of Isrnel's ripght to ex~
istence, \lost Gemmany made it olear that thet, in tumm, depended sn an .independent
Palestinian state, Iioellcmonn left no doubt that, by Palestine, he meant “the
vhole area of pre-war Palastine,” that ir to soy, it i not restrioted to the oo~
cupiod territory, but inoludsn the 1liole of Israel, llaturelly, Ioracl found that
so galling, and let Vest Cormany lnou it, that Helmut Solmidt rughed to deny that
ony of this hod any offiecinl cenoction,
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Thiv meenn nothing. Iverxyone iz testing, and thet includes Israel. Is—
racl has no more justification for lceping the lands cccupiod arn booty fwom the
1967 Arat-Israeli Ver than the PLO hes a xisht to vent to b2 the Yocle representn-
tive of a1l Palestiniens,” Of cource, the eritieal point is the guestion of Palc—

stinian rights, including that of self-determinotion, 1o leader peeds to be anoint-

cd to speak for the Palestinion maszses vho spesk very vell for themselves, Freedom
remains the only way out of the-liiddle Nect erisis, Tub thet will not be achieved
Ly tail-ending any state pover, be it Isrzel or Zgypt, be it the Middle Dastemn
Iingdons and emirates or Arafat, Choosing the lesser evil has alueys brought the

bigger, and the biggest ones are the two nuelear giants, Russia end the ¥, S,

0il, oil, oil; the militarized machine is insatiable; they —— the zulers —
ore alvays wreparing it for a war just around the cormer, Put vhat has that to do-
uith the relationship of the PLO to the Dlacl leaderc? ‘

It‘ is true that Ambascedor Young's resimmation cerved as a catalyst for
the appearance of the Black Caucus into the Middle Dast debste, It is ngt tme.
that that ic vhy it has a momentum of iis evm, Uor is it true (vhether Young lmous
it or not) that some of thé Black leaders ars just following out Young's pesition.
o, they, too, are unsing him for something that has very different originsz. Its
direction presently will give us nome indication of vhat thet is — if your memoxy
ia good. enougﬁ 1o go baok to the year 1972 vhen the Fxst Black Convention was held
in Gary, Indiana. ‘ -

Or perhaps uwe'd betteor begin vith the PI;.O in the 19605. vhan they first
opproached the Blael: fantliem. There they .f.‘ound. enthusiestic believers who were
glad to follow, but they could not get the Bleok masses to do the same, And this
was not becauce supi)onedly only “broad and butter! gquestions interested them,  They
made that clear enough by being in the anti-Vietnmm Var movement; theéir concept of
freedom was by no means narrou, ‘hat kept Dlacks susploious of anything and every—
thing not Black vas that theiy thite ptudent friendc! diccovery of the anti-Viztnam
Vlor meant total subordination of the Civil Rights Novement, MMoxeover, that “total®
commitment to the anti-Vietnam ‘ar movement hrooled ne sritisios of Lisell vhatever,

On the other hand, ve, uho had published Amorican Civilization on Trial
to demonstrate that thoe Black dimension bad, throughout hictory,been the touchszione
of forverd movement in the U.l., nov (in the mid-1960s) mclated this to the anti-
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Vietnom ior movement, in vhich wo were, of oourse, cetive pewticipants, ‘hat ve
N

told, the “Hoew Leli" wes bhat, to exelude seli-eriticirm only proves all over again

that, to them tOO, the B f Loeome .':'?Ccond;'ll'_\'.“

Jov turn beclk to 1972 and follew the rhotoric obout Biac}c, Blaclk, Black;
indeed, no vhites uere allowed except in the gellerier us oboervers, The masses
yvho come ~— and there vere about 10,000 prenent —~ eeytainly did think that they
came to form a Blaeck Party; . they thought they uére through tv:ith both Republicans
and Democrats, and wented to strilie out en their owum. thy then vap it a stillbirth?

Tirct, cveXyone saw the Bleck Jmclims in a totally new role, They uho hal
heretofor concentrated on the subject of religion vere the mont actlive polit:ically.‘
To the rank and file thiz ourpricing turn reached the point of totrol nen-recognition
vhen . the Blacl Agenda spoke of recognizing "the Chinese model fox fundemental noli-
ticel and economic trancformation of Africam ond other Thind Vorld soeisties”. (MThe
Dlzok Asendai Vhite Reali'bie-.':, Black Choiee"), It is hard, at firet, io think ‘
there uas a connection betveen the .PL(-) and the Black Isling, . Heither the PLO nor

Arab "moderaiesV wexe anyvhere around. :

4

_ Dut then there vas no end of mirprises — and confunion — there, The most
choclking was the opposition to busing, Se much rhetoric poured i‘o:r:th‘ trying to dr;.u
& dictinetion between their opposition' to bucing and Hixon's retrogﬁ'esuive‘atep in
the pame direction that those shocked '.:0:&1:@:.'5 held thet "they wouldn't be surprised
to see Bleel: Tiaoictn, here in this country, vote for ifixon in the coming electien®
(Wews & Letters, April, 1972: “Black Gary convention: o nev party?" Ly Chazles

Denby).

The Smﬁething that was rotten ot Gary, Indianas, Iiarch 12, 1972, was the
fact that the Ilixon-ifao extravagonza had juct opilled over info it. And just a
iHron~f{igsinger tilted tovard I’_z-ﬂ:iste_n, ‘50 the Muslims here, with some hefty un-
aolmovledped oil money (we first nov learn), vere tilting toward the PIO (or var
it the Arab "moderates"?), The Pirct Black Convention went novhere because of
the unbridgeable gulf betwveen the rankeand-file and the feuding Blaclk leadors
vhether ﬂwy vere among those vho ualked out (the Michigen dolegati en) or those
vho vere gtill losl:ing for a "unified position' on something they had never spoken
about openly. (1972 uan, in ony case, a bad year to present the Arabs in any favor-
able light, as it vas the year vhen the Arab guorrillao mnscacred the Jowich ath

letes at the Iwnich Olympies, )
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In the 1970z, the £ilting on the var: of Himon=Iiszinger os on the
part of line wms no topsyeturvey thet it wor imposeille to sec vhere one was head-
ing exeept that 1t definitely vwas 100 degrecs the un sosite of ubere Tixon had been
goinz all his reootionery lirfe, This drectic flo'bal chonge occeurred at the very
ftime shen the totality of ihe ericic in the U,5, faced 2 tremendous pressure frem
the Youth, f‘rom the Dlocks, from evéryone ageinst the total degeneration and in—
sanity of i'ixon's unprovolied bombing of Cambodia'. Yot the super-reveiutionary
Fiaolsts vere vhitevashing iiixen, teling him off the liotzaat, not only cf the Viei-
nam ‘far, tut eovering up the retxjogfessive steps he vas initieting in the U.8.,
especially in the Blaeck orea, Az we fought both the lMaoists and Russian Staline
ists in this unholy alhmcc, ve headlined the aralysi:s: “Yietnom, not Taivan,
vas s0ld out" (I8L, April, 1972). '

Juat as ve warned.the vhite "llew Left" in the 19605 sgainst subordinat-
' ing the Dlack dimension, so we wrote of the 1eaderczu1: of the First Black Conven—
tion that, by feiling to leoll vhere the global Nizon-Mao exiravagenza was leading,
they were, in fact, lilie the vhite, "'Heu Left" of the 1960z, to.or'nmch concerned with
leadership, leader...hip, leadership, and paying no attention 4o the Black masses.
It is not "lee.rlership" or Party that is the "vanguard ,“ we insisted then a.nci no;
the Black masses are vanguerd, . ‘

N ' :

In presently pascing four Resolutions: 1) in cupport of Ambassador Young;
2) in insis‘.:ing on the right net to bte rectsioted to Mghetlo polit:.cs“ but taking
positions on foreign polioy, 3) in as..ertinn- the right of the 5010 to have initi-
‘ated a dialogue with the PL0; and, abpve all,.h) in separating themselves from
some Jewish so-calléd friends uho hed, in fuct, rotrogressed on civil rights in
both the Baldke and Veber cases — some leeders: have suddenly xecalled 1972,
Unfortunately, it was. only for purposes of contrasting the lack of wunity in 1972
to the "ochesion" in 1979, and contros ing themselver ugainst the lids in the
dashikis (vho) were alunys talking sbsut unity in the 60c and never achieved it."
. Boyard Dustin called the unity ) pouitive "miracle," Dr, Kenneth Clarl: called it
nothing short of “our decloration of independence (m 8/21;/,9)

The significance of their meeting iz not the allegéd wanimity achieved.
hotually, the ZCLC that hed met with the PLO and roje'otei!' Israclfs designation of
it as tervoriet, while they, as Rev, Lowery put it, "put no oconditions" to their
propocal to the PLO to. “give considem'bior;" to Yregsegnining the nationhoed of
Israel" s 4id not find thelr position shared by meny of the others, Ac for Julian
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Grove et the sympathy of bloels for the Ar b masges iz rollect~
ed in the grovth of the Islamic religion in the Black: commund ty, 2]l cne can say
Iz that the timing wac certainly wrong, coming at the vervy moment vhen Lhomeini's

Tclamie revolution is heading in a quite eounter-revolutionary divection,

ifoy that brought some eohesion vas preciscly the rcvolutionary nature of

ihe Blasl: dimencion, even vhen it is nidéle-clasp, What is pivotal in the faei
that they eriticized not alone Israel, but the baclwerd move that the middle-clase

Jews uere maling here on the question of both quotas and sc-called reverse discri-

nination —— the Beldie and leber eases, In the process of so doing, they mnde the
mosi profound analycis of the neo-cons er\r“tive because they, .indeed, smell in it a
rationale for the abandonment of the civil ripghts cause by meny vhites, Indeed,

if you look at 211 the glories of the so-oalled “Hew Philosaophy" and at Reymond
Aron's In Defense of Decadent Lurdne in France, you vill see that the neo-coﬁf‘er— ‘
va.tive.. here are not only the Jeuvish, bourgeois chauwinist _dcologucs in Comm cmmentary
Tut, oo difi‘erent aml global scele, deoadence is suddenly becoming a complimen—
taxy word , I haa gained new re"pecta.bllitv with the publ ication of In Defense
of Deoadent Durope, It's not only a jou:malist lil.e Jamee Rerton who praises Aren's
book (if¥T 6/24/79), but one who lmous the halls of pover-end is probably sxpecting
to return to them on the ghoulders of the Repu'bl.mm Party, Henry Ii ssinger, who
¢alled it “one of the mo*-t important intellectual statements of our +ime,%

)

Lo pervesive is this co-oallec" “ilev Philoscmhy" that it ohallenges the
cht, too, But it in impossible to destroy those neo-concervatives and retrogres—
sionigts without a philocophy of liberation —— Harxist-llumonism — vhich doeg not

opnratc itself from the revelution itnclf, '
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Objective E’i@ii‘ic?_nce_ of " ubjeotiven 1980 Deadlive, or
Can Ve 71d the liey Beginnings -~ %o iiomentous Viaplg Eisterie Bvents of
(ur Decade - 1o Develon Instend ar o Aboret

The Perspectives Report began with an averview of the decade of the
196 5 as it roached its end in o world recession—in—tha—malr.ing, with the myriad
trises Pointing toward g po'ssible nuclear holoeaust, .'l‘ota],ly‘clifferent new be-
ginningn, however, were snrouting cut in revolutions i i Ay as
well ag underecurrents of revolt in Ea ier H in China as well as in
and newy forces, though not in a pre-revolutionazy situation, neverthe-
less active in- the v,s, That was by no means limited +o the Blaek dimension,
which remaing central, but includes labor, as well as the Wemen's Iiberation
Movement, ang most impor’cant, Youth, It was by no means "'accidental" that our
Internaticnalist Maryist-Humanici Youth were bowm autohomous at the very time
that, far a{-ray, the need for Youth a{xtomény was being demonstrated in Iran, where
ied to Khomeini could tind no way to express all the great things
they were for, +toyond anti-shahism, as they enconntered Khomeini's retrogression,
The weight of these forces, when they are faced so soon with counter~revolution,
&ven in outright revolution, made it neeessary. to irace the rela"‘::l.oﬁship of ob-
Jective to subjective, From the start, we said vere. wore doing this, not for
history?!s sake, but for today es philosophiec preraration for revolutien,

. One of the wexpected ways tllérrt we were suddenly test:  wvas the manner
in vhich one aspect of the Black dimension, 010, in ontering the Middle Eagt
debate, meemed not only to give the PLO support, -but to do so ﬁnoﬁtically. .That
certainly is light years avay {rom the philoscphy of ita feunder, Martin Luthew
King. I am ﬁot.xeferring to the question of violence/non—v:iclence, ﬁ‘iw.t, though
serious, was no more than a taptical queétion. Yo, Ttm referring to the und_ep—
lying philosophy of humanien vhich, though it wasn't in a Marxist-Humanist con-
text, but in Buber's "I-Theout rhilesorphy, neverthelass designated g very high
stage of non-alienated human relationship, vhereas the SC0LCers? 1979 "new form",
as Projeoted in the Middle Rast debate, ‘appeared, L not as A varignt of anti-
Gemitism, thoroughly opportunistie,

But, in truth, once the discussion continued anung themselves, i,e,
vith other Dlaal orgenizations — HAACP, Urban League, A, Phillip Randolph Insti-
tute, Black Cauwoun and others =- then the preseient sensitivity of the Black di-
mension to racism led them to gee it in the neo~conservative Philogophy in such
uta:rl: viays that the Blacks toolk their opportunity to expose ity  Yhether express-.
ed Ly bbﬁaervative Jews or nonwJews, Neo~congervatism was rejeoted, and a new

ground for struggle vas sought, 5 9 22
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whish is why we siress, over and over again, that vithout a philesoifiy of
revolution, there just iz no wey out of the myriad orises, Vithout a philosophy of
revolution, that is to say, the total uprooting of the esploitative, capitalistic,
racist, sexist decadent system, thexe is no way for nev beginnings to devslep. Im-
perative, therefore, becomes the task of concretising and despening Marx's philoso=
vhy of revolution for our day, That is why we set the 1980 deadlinz for Rosa

Lukembury, Today's Vomen's Liberation Fiovement, and Iarw's Philosophy
af Revolution, : : :

In the 1972 Draft Porspectives —— end pleace reroad "Ways to Combat
Pax Amerieana'™ —— we were relating subjective to cbjective by shouing, at cne and
the same time, in the section on the "“JImogt-Dialectie, Almost-Revolution®, the
pall that liao's Cultural Revolution exerted on the "leu Left", vhile the Chinese
" revolutionaxy yduth themselves rejected it, as seen in Sheng Mu-lien's activity
and document "Um.the:c Chira?" This, furthermore, had a vexy strong philosophic
foundation, S0 that we could work i% out in Philosophy and Revolution in Fart II ’
"hiternatives.” That is o say, we could show that any deviation from Marxism,
even when it came from withn.n Marxism - 08 in T:rotskyism, Mcoism, ox Castyoism —
or from that "Ou'hsmder Looking In" — Sariretls Fb:is‘ben‘l.:l.almm we ava false altere—
tives. And we could, in Chaptex 9, shoy the feilure of fccc-lnm, whlch, when guc-—
cessful, only ends up in fail-ending a state-power —— Russian state—capztalism oall-

2

ing itself Communism,
it is, however, much more difficult to ’aiy to spell out the new"f:oo}c-to-be
becauwse it ian't — not even in outline form, Hevertheless, I believe that we can
get a fooheld mto it, i‘irst, 'by seeing hew the 'b:.tle changed from bss:mg Roza Iusem—
burz and l.'omen’s Liberaticn 'I'heorists to become -~ and become piwtally - Na.rwc g
Fhilosophy of Revolution, fnd note, please, it is comnected lo Revoluticn not by
a mere conjunction "and", but the very soul of Revolution, ’ ' :

) And, seoondly, —- and this "secondly" is amcinally primary end omoial —_—
by isking a2 look into tweo projected {ai Jeast, projectcd in my head) histor:.c P&"‘
riods and historic relationship on such absolute Jpposites as revclut:.on 2nd counter-
revolution, at which point we will turn to Marx's writings, 1848 ad 1AFLl, on the
one hond, end 1871 and 18'7'5; on the other.

The change in the title also was both objective and subjeotive in the
nense that the orossroeds which today's Vomen's Idiberation theorisis enccuntered
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pointed to a theoretic void, net only in the tomen's Liberation movemend, but
everywhere among the sc-called “orthodex" old Marxists, end the "Hev Left® and

in Black dimension being busy misinterpreting Frantz Fanon, vhile each ctnte power
exercised its pull as the totality of the cricis deepened, '

Vhat vos exciting, on the other hand, was that I felt the need to change
the title in the very process of wvorking on the book on Rosa Luxemburg, because
it was thers that *he relationship between iBhS and 1905 uag develeped by Rosa
Luxemburg and by Lenin in their struggle against the Menshevik retreal frem that
revolution, Therein lies the ereativity of histerie dialechics oalled Dialectical

lethodalosy,

Let us loock into the future developments in the book which will cast fux—
‘ther illumination on that 1980 Geadline for the new book, as well mrs on why we mst
cwork oult the deadening effect of the counter-revolution arising in t!‘;e midat of,
and from 'wi'l:hin,_ revolutiqh. First, ald;og with the study of Herx in, and about,
the 1848 Revolution in Germany, we will probe into Marx's ;I_.Qt.h Brumaire of Louis
Bonaparte, as he enalyzed liapolem“’the Little's" coup in 1851, The 1848 Revolu-
tion has special releévance for us today bolh because it vae creatively zelated to
the 1905 Revolution by the Marxist revolutionaries foxr the Russian and Polish Revo-
lution, and beeazuse, in our day, it made it pogsible to gresp its relation to the

ongoing revolution in Iran today, : : T

Indeéd, because I felt the new beginnings ‘in the 1950z — the East German
and Pungarian Revolutions as well hs‘ the Black Rewvolution in the U,S5. =-- must re-
unite with Hexx at the vexry beginning of his discovery of a new continent of '
thought, I décided that the divicion between Harx and Lasselle at that "Tuning
Point in History" was so pivofal to our age thet I siﬁgled_ out that chap_ter in
Marxism and Freedom and made nothing éhort of a seperate part for it, all bty it-
aelf, (I_j:s relevance for today was further eniphasized. by an Iranian revolutionary
when he chose that chapter to iranslate into Farsi,) '

The reason it is imperative to study the 1Sth Brumaire, parallel with the
study of the 1848 Nevolution, is that Merx's theory of pi'olatarian revolution was
brought into the work of the coup because Marx always used the highest point of
revolution as his point of departqre, even vhen he wa3z snalyszing a counter-revolu-
tion. And it is in the 18th Brumeire that he contrasted proletarian revolution
to bourgeois beocamuse the former stop to oritisize themselves, ins%ead of ruehing un-
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eritically ahead, Ae asgeinst bourgeoic revoluticnc, wrote larx: "Proletarimn
revolutions ,., criticize constantly,, interrupi thenmselves ecnstontly, interrupt
themgelves contirmmally in their own couxte .., fderide with unmerciful thorougth-

ey e e
CUEIPTo

ness the inadequacies, weaimesses and peitriness of theiz Dixst 4es I
coil enon from the indefinite prodigiousness of their own aimes, unitil =
situation has been created vhich makes all turning back impossible, and the con-

diticns themselves ory cut: Hie Phedusg, hic salta!”

ilou we come 4o the second point vhich I said was, in fact, primary, as
ve anticipate the nevr book, The most eritical and greatest schievement of the
proletariet in Marx's day in the very first proletarian revelution ever — the
Paris Commune — went hand in hand with a historic new achievement in ‘theught as
. iiarz analyzed it in The Civil Var in France, In Hypuritten form", as some stupid
Varrist called Lenin's Stote and Revolution, it l2id the philosophic foundation
-for nothing short of the Ilovember 1917 Russian Revolution. It is such 2 "rewrit-

ing" for our day vhich is nenegsary for the American-revolution—to~be,

But even in larx's day there vas no dirsot read frem H:, both as actual
revolution and as revolution in cognition, 46 the next revolution, Quite the con-
trary, 'I'hough for Harx, it was at once made integral to his greatest theoretiual
wvork, Capital,as it vas amended in the 1875 French edition, that same yeer ‘those
uh¢y oonsidered themselves I-‘Iamsts in Gewrmany — the Bisenachists - vere uniting
with the Lassalleans to form e united party at Gothe vhere they penned their new

' fprogram, "

Marx's Critique of the Gotha Programme has yet to be analyzed in as
thorough — I mean thoroughly creative —= o form as Lenin did of Iarx's Civil
\lar in Franoce, Marx's Critique of the Gothe Programme — as a2ll his works are
eritiques — im never just a critique, an oppesition, but is always projecting
the absclute opposite in an affimmative wey == seeing the future in the present
class society, Thereby, liaxrx projects the absclute transformaticn of labor from
vhat it is unde¥ capitalism as a value-creating process to what the very activity
of laboring beocmes vhen it is not just a "means" of ereating surplus value for
the exploiter, It becomes the "first necessity of life" beocauss it ig then both
Force and Reason as one, mentelly and physically, thus creating 2 new Man/\oman

in a class-less society.
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And yet, and yet, so anxious wvag Liarx not to stop the formation of a
"united orgenization' beoause it vas o movement, that he did not male this cxdti-
cicm rublie. I% remnined in o letter to the linreist leaders,  And oven ng these
leaders finally oreated, after Harx's death, o fully I-Ee.:'x.i.st‘ pexty, at Erfurt
more than a decade later, they resisied Engelstuish to have it publirhed as oriti.-
0al to any “Erfurt Program,” It is true thai Engels! relentless fighting to
get it published diad finally sueceed, But was it arasped philosophically as well_
ae organizaticnally vhen Lassalleans were novhere around?

that we have to do, leng before the book works this problem out, is to
grasp the necessity for the 1980 deadline as our respohsibility, a responsibility
thet cannot be shifted to other shoulders, It is curs alone because we alone.
have made unique somtributions in re-establishing the Huwmanism of Warxism for
our day, vith the publ:.oat:.on of Heriwism and Freedom antl that new form of jour—
nallsn. wmch unites theory and practice also in its "dmly" stmpgles in Hews &

Le'h'bers.

) I'm going to 'l:al\.e advantage of the fact that e, ‘vill hove an Organizae
tion/llews & Lettexrs Report, and all will have nearly a vhole day to discuss it,
not to go inte the s'brictly orgam.zational oonclusions, from classes to mass ac-
t:.vitles, as they were pointed at in the I)raf'l: Theeisy But two matters cannot be
left to tnen, One is the oreation of en autencnous youth group vhich already has
given proof of its 1ife and thought, and not alone in the English. 1anguage, but
Iranien, They, I'm sure, will discuss it tomorrow, I aimply want hexe to tie
it to the question of foxrm of organization w—— tm.'t burning question of our day
about the rela.t:.onship betueen spon'baneity and org.am.zauon.

The Draft Thesis was pointing to this when it called for a newv form of
organization in rejeeting the Party—’bo—lead. 'I'hough the Thesis made clea:r: that
it was not only News and Lettors Committees that we vere referring io, but 'bhe
vhole question of form of relationship of the two 'bypo.s of or-ramza.b:;.ons — the.
form of one that you ecan naver antisipate hesanre -l:he. unrlkeve are quite creative
and themselves don't lmovr vhether it uill “e a soviet, a oommittes, an enjumeni,
A1) they arxe absolutely sure of is that it will be theirs, and new, and the 1m—
mediate response to vhat is happening 'f:.hero and then,

’I“':e second - jua‘b o8 impoxtant —- iz thoawe that maintaing the conkinn-
itv- between larx, himseli‘ end that disoovery of a nev continent of thought, of
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proletarisn, sccial revolution ~~ and all the rich experiences in the near cen-
tury since then, not fearing to openly face the many retrogressions, To this end

the 1980 deadline, as our recponsibilitv to exccute, makiea it nocessary o inter—

nalize its objective significance,

that makes the 1980 deadline significant is not its diveot relationship
organizationaliy. Fuch less does deadline mean the actual going to precs. Wo,
the subjective assiming of the deadline, Flows from the objective, the objective-~
1y new, that arose in the mid-1970s, So, allow me to siress +hat the Portuguese
Revelution, for example, gave birth to a totally nev category ~- apartidarismo ——
vhich has something to tell us, some indication of a road to follow, though they
themselves seem not to follew while we have been hewing out such an independent
role ever since in bresking through on the Absolute Ides as a movement from
oractice 25 well aa from theory, ve reunited the two rot only in theory &nd not
only in practice, but orﬁanlzati.onally as uell as Weus and Letters Committees
that sharply opposed "the party to lead" without tuwrning oway from an organizo-
tional. expression of the philosaphy of larx's Hupmenism in committee~form,

~ Lool even at the Hicaraguan Revolution, where the revolutionaries did

' come from guerrilla struggles, and you see there was a. sharp departure frem both
foco-ism, and “Leeder Maximus,"  There is a new danger, of course —- Popula:c
Frontiem, 'i,e. olass collaboratiomsm. And there is ne way of teiling to what
extent Wicaregue will Ve held back by the strings U.%, imperialism attaches 10
any eid,  But they have started nomething new, very new, ot only is it 'hhe
first revolution in ILatin America since Cuba's, 20 years ago, btut-it has interna-
tionzl relations that are by no means limited to Russia, as vas Guba's, The some-
thirg nev is in being both urban and peasant; in always challenging the’ seat of
pover, like-occupying the Perliament Building instead of individual murder and
terrom.sm, vhich solves sbsolutely nothing,

The point of all this is: we must not allow the nev beginnings to w:l.ther
avay, or abort, Ifo, the, task of Marxist rvevelutionaries is to-conoretize Marx's
"pailosophy of revolution, vhere it, itself, becomes Torce Loz revolution,

Thig ic oux ‘task fox the 19805,
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POSTSCRIPT, tept, Ly 1979 = :

ilo socner aid T begin, this first dmy Yauoy", to tronmdlate Rooe Tnxem-
purg’s speech ot that emeisl 1907 Congress, vherc .all.lhe Larcisk tendencies
in Russia met to discuss the 1905-06 Revolutior, then my wind-Fummed baek to the
magnificent Plenum that had ended the dgy befoxe, It was the question of Form of
Organization we had wrestled with in' the Pereﬁectives Hepeort az well as in the
ews and Letters Committees/Hews & Letters iteporty indeod, that come out in all
other Reports as vell, not excluding Finances vhich truly proved the end of all

dichotomy betueen philosophy and organizaticn,

The wrestling is, at one and the same time, apgainst :.-ny "eirele spirit
that might geeck to substitute itself for the totally new relationship of spontane—
ity end the committee~form of organization thati maintains the link of historic

. continﬁity with the larxism of Mexx; and philosophically ogainst vhat Hegel, in
his vay, tried to tronscends "EELF-ABSORBED UNCOMUHICATIVENESS, !

I hope the sbove mekesn clear that 1't is not enly becauée I do not have
a single note of any of my mmationu,‘ 21l of vhien were spoken spontansously,
thet I beg not to inelude  the Surmation asked for the pos t=Pleyum bulletins,

Instead, permit me to express the folloving, in lieuw of Summation,

Raya

o el T -

. I'm sure you all Imowr very well that pPhilsophy is noi outside of the .
_i-:orld; ita presex}ge may in_e a bit di;f.‘i‘erent, but it is definitely in this world,
What you may no_'l-;-'_be' ag obp_feésively a\-:are_‘oi‘, and therefore mey not have practiced,

is gelf-criticism; the emphasis is on gelf,

Let me, therefore, in conelusion -— becéuse that uill be the proof of
carrying out the responsibilities this Yyear of .prépara.tion for the 1980 deadiine ——
spell out vhat "eritique™ meant to Jiarx, . MNarx titled very nearly oll of his works
Critique: of Politiozl Ecoﬁomy; .of -Uegelisn Dialectica; of Capital as both a Cri-
tique of Politioal Roonomy and Fedishism of Commodities, . In the Communist Tiani-
feato itself he made a. critique of all other tendencies,

“ 1t is precisely thet revolution, and not the 1903 Congresa, that became the de-
terminent for dividing llenshevism Lronm Dolsheviem, ond esoapiom from revolution,
LRemember that it wasz in that very same period that Lenin wrote:¥ T am hurt by this
degrwdation of the most revolutionary dootrine in the world,” (1t vas about the
only time Lenin ever gpole “pergenally®,) Irf only be had also broken with the

concept of “the party to leesd,"
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Let's spell out whet Yeri tigue" meant to "Ian..:.. It hod a thrze~fold
mea.nlng: 1) self-criticism
2) oritique of others —— and others meant not Jjust 28 enemies or as
other tendencies, but those who claimed him as founder — consider
the Critique of the Gotha Programme we have been talking about,

3) exitique as foundation for action. Or, put another way, that very
diastinctive prexis, as Marx broke from philosophy as cbntempla.tion
plus bourgeois idealism and transformed it into proletarian revolu-
tion and theoretical praxis, .

Thus, philosopher became journalist without ever ceasing to be philoso~
pher, but this time, philosopher of revolufion. Just recall the events in 18hj,
vheh Farx threw his lot with the’ peasan-ba who stole some woods  Hegel, foo, felt
it crueial to be joumaliqt- it was the WHO, WHﬁI‘, U}IERE WAEN thet Hegel was
spelling out when he desoribed Hapoleon's entry ml.o Germany as he was finishing

the Phenomonclogz

"Just as Marx's work, from the staﬁ' of his adult life, was governmed by,
aimed at, and practiced social revoluti on, so does our work and life, That is -
wnat the 1980 deadline we have set for curselves will prove, I em confident, as
‘we unite hs.story' as living; philosophy as dizleotios; “and orgenization in its
-committee~form, Vho we are cmd Vhet we stand for, as Marxist—Humaniots — and
Why we put the 1980 deadline ns ouxr goal — ¢an be summed up :Ln three words:

pr_paration for revoluti Oy




REFORT FROM EUROPE by tevin

1f the crisis of revolutionary thought and organization in the midst of
revolution is evident enough in those two world focal points ~- lran and Nica-
ragua -- it gapeé like an open wound in Europe today, especilally in France.
This is because there are no mass mevements of the 15605 to cever over the
theoretic void. It's not that the masses are inactive. Asg I hope the lead
(News & Letters, Aug.-Sept. 1979) showed, the contrary is true: the masses,
from steel workers to immigrant workers to women and youth, are in motion in

ever new ways.

But the Left organizations and independent intellectuals have little
or no relationship to these masses, espeeizlly in France. Take the Communist-
dominated union, tho CGT. On Aug. 17, they organized militant workevs' demon-
strations which blockad railrona cars transporting ceal in Lorraine. But )
rather than revelutionary activity, this reptesented iﬁatend the parrowest
nationalism: the CP was demonstrating against impoéting ”German“ coal, iu
order to "protect" Fremch jobs. ‘Although they claim to be Harxlst, George
Meany and his “buy American" would understand them* ccmplately.

} Or take the Communist Mayor of Garges-les-Gonesses, & working class sub-
urb of Paris where sevearal hundred mostly ‘Norch African immigrant‘wotkers have
been caemped outside the hostel from which thc riot police evlcted them in June.
They told me bitterly how Cuckerman, the CP Mayor ‘who "supports" them, also
says publicly that "30% is too many" -- referring to the 30% imm;grants_a;ruady

in his town, which he rogards as a “burden” on the French workers.

A Moroccan worker camped outsidc the hostel told me- about ‘the daily life '
of Africans in Paris: "The police always stop you on the subway. If theoy .sce
a Black facz, they demand identity papers. There arc, extreme rightiat grdups
which murder immigrants. 'Dirty Arab' is a word you heax everywheré." He
seemed amazed when I told him that some American Blacks thought France ras less
racist than the USA. I was referring espocially to James Baldwin, and then
showed him John Alan's column on racism in Europe. -

If the immigrant workers' struggles are the dialectical opposite of such
bureaucratic opportunism, so are the women workers, over 100~étrong. who oc-
cupdid a textile plant which was about to go out of busincss in Suiné-Eticnne.
Once the police evicted them, they set up plcket lines, which the policc also
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broke up. Some will reomember the name Saint-Fricone From the historic strug-
1lcs gt @iners theic —— aml as o Horxist-Humanist, I'm sure there's a
connection there, even though one Paris inreilectual told me the weck before

that Saint-Eticnne was no longer important in the class strupgle in France.

Or take the independent Leoft and ox-Lefr intellectuals such as Sartre,
Cohn-Bendit and Glucksman., They found time in June to have lunch with iight-
wing President Giscard d'Estaing, along with some rightist intellectuals. ALl
“agreed” that France as a humanitaricn country sheould halp the Indochinese re-
fupees, and while theﬁ did quarrel over how.many to Admif, none were tactless
enough to raise the quéstion of either stcelworker leyoffs or expulsions of
lmmigrant w&rkprs. This helped give Giscard just the liberal humanitarian
cover he needed to continue deporting immigrant workers, to have continued the
masslve layoffs in steel, and fo haﬁe_just mercilasaly raised the cost of living
to the point qhare even right-wing papers think he has now gone too far.

Or take the Trdtskyists who drgue over whether Vietnam ig the Vahguérq
of the world revolution or whether instand Pol Pot's Cmmbodia wes also a workers'
state. In Italy, the ex-Maoist indcpendent Left has degencrated into autononia
"who applaud terrorism even while criticiziﬁg certain tactics, while in England

there ;s a refusal to recognize the seriousncse of Thatcher's victory.

What we're talking ebout here is the disinfcgration-of revolutionary
theory on a world scale. In écrmany. the sitvation is not so obviously in
crisis -- in fact, both youth and women's liberation movoments remain relatively

intact and continuocus from the 1960s, as comparcd to either the U.S. or France.

But this i3 also the problem.

Not having fully perceived the 1960s as a defeat, they do not therefore
sce the necd to reorganizo thpmselves theoretically and organizationally. Thus,
for all of its independence from state ﬁowcfs and -anti-vanguardism, the best of
the German Left still does not sec the meed for reorganization theoretically and
organizationally to prepare for the 1980s. And they are not -- at least not the
spontis -- quite so far from the "New Philosophy” in Francc as might appear to

be the caea 2% fiysi, or from the Italian nutononmia.

Thus; whether you're talking about sponti “alternative 1ife styles”
reniniscent -- cven down to playing the same records we had 10 yeers ago --
of Barkeley in the 1960s, or whether you refer to more social democratic-type
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alternate clectoral slactes -- all their édaily Left papers, boolstores, anti-
Fhe rigl of F'!llincv intn the same crrors as

Kautsky and Bernstein, aven though they appear werlds apart politically, i.e.
theory is nothing and “the movement 1s cverything.

It is with this in mind that & Marxist-llumanist Intervention in Western
Europc becomes crucial. Of first importance im this kind of intervention i3

rhe publication of Philosophy and Revolution in French and German. While the

German edition of P&R appcars secure for 1980, there are still problems there,
as in the ridiculous idea of changing the title to "Frem Hegel to Mao," Al-
though we do already have a French edition of Yarxism and Froedom, a8 of now
there is no French publisher for P&R, cven though some are still considering

it. Especially in Germany there was -also gfent intarest in Indignant Heart: A
Black Worker's Journal =&nd I think we have a good chanece to get a publkisher

there very soon.

It was the degeneration of the Left in France as exemplificd by thé New
Philosophy which lad diractly to the pfoblcm wa're having in finding a French
publisher for P&R. The same mentality which would in 1973‘hevé'callcd P&R too
critical of China or Sertre would now attack it for not saylng "Furx equals
Gulag . _In Germany we have nothing yet in the Georman lapguage so you can

imegine the difficulties of having theoretical dialogue with people there.

However, while some new relationships were formed in France, buc, un-
fortunately, outside Paris both with intellectuals and students in Besancon
and with immigrant workera, the best ongoing relationships we now have are in
Yest Germany., This 1is reflectnd in the litcrnturﬂ snles this Summer: over
$300,. almost all of it in Germany vwhich included 16_IH, B P&R, 9 M&F, and
20 N&L subs, both new and rencwals. And that' s not including the 8 bookstores
in Paris, Frankfurt, Berlin, Ydannover, and Brenen which made literature orders,
in some cascs quite large. The kind of visibility ggk now has in Germany is
i;luatrated by my walking into the Karl Marx Buchhandluag in Frankfurt last
weekend snd seciag me less then & different issucs of N&L in the racks. It

(-]
can also be seen in the fact that the Cerman weekly Informations Dicnst will

e A et e e et

soon carry £ short review of IH, including our Detroit address, to its over
4,000 readers. '

The roaview was written by Richard H. in Frnnkfurt, who has known N&L for
10 years, both in Detroit and in Germany.. Richard alsc wanted to discuss with
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me very sericusly how News and Lettors Comedbtees is able to have actual rank-
and-file worker correspondunts and ed!tors such ns Denby, Fallx Martin, and

John Allison. This came up becausc he had formod somc new relntionships with
Turkish {irmigrant workers in Germany, who are in the forofront of nearly every

class struggle and the victims of savage racisn.

Yet even here, the diﬁension of womén's liberation reveals a still
deeaper layer than the Turkish men who work in industci,, as reported recently
in Dic Tagezeitung, a new sponti dail& paper, Turkish fascist gangs who for
years have terrorized the workers, youth and Left movemonts in Turkey, have
2lso moved thelr activities over to Germany. They spceifically single out
Turkish women who try to break with "Muslim ways" for viclous attacks on the
strect. The paper this weck reported the story of a Turkish woman who refused
to wear a scacf covaring'hér head, and whe didn't 'send her children te Koran
school., She was iiving alone, having left her husbond becouse of hls brutality
toward her.

This_is West Berlin, in the old working class neighborlicod of Kreuzburg,

and not Iran or Turkey, romember. When the woman darcd to talk back to thet.
gang of men who daily tormented her st her doorstep with the most'vulgér abuse
for not living according to "Muslim ways', she was bﬁdly beufén and ie now in
-the‘hospjtal But she remains firm in her commicmﬂnt to live her owm 1ife and
to raise hor children in a different wAy -- and h&s, ct the risk of dea:h, glven
‘newspaper interviewa and prosecuted her attackaers from her hospital bed.

In both Germany end France, at almost every turn the old velationships
renewed or new ones formed were with people who related to . part of vhat we as
Marxist-Humnnists see as a totality: the thought and activity of women, youth,
Blacks and workers united with a Marxist-Humgnis; philosophy, Thus, on Ameri-
can women's liberationist acudying,in Beflin, Marx (Pspecially the Ethnological
Notebooka} Hegel and women was, especielly drawn to the projected new book, as
was an Italian womnn s liborationist from Milnn who alen works on Hegel. Both

only Workiung Womeir Foi Freedus ond the new cimpter, but aiso F&R.

Thus, two Africans studying in Berlin bought P&R -~ ona Zimbabwean and
the other Tanzanian -~ both reccognized the need for theory as the most preasing
problen of the African movement todny. There were also new relations developad

with Poland, Latin Amorien and Iran -- again on the basis of P&R.

In both France and Germeny, it was with the Africans that thera was the
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most immediatc sense of comradeship. This is becouse ne onc can match vliat
we have done on theory drawm fran AFrican ~nd fmorican Black struggles over
the last 2§ years, and beocouse of tha hiph peinis those Afriean revolutlons
reachad, only to perish in the end..-IE you will, there was a "shock of
aition” both with the Black African students in Berlin and with the North Afri-
can workers outside Paris. Who else in the whele world regards Fanon and the
African struggies not only as crucial for the Third World, but at the center
of the Marxist dislectlc today, as spelled out in P&R? And the same ean be
said for how the new book end the way in which we sce women 28 central to re-
volution end to philosophy enabled me to have important dialogue with women's
liberationists.

Aeide from the gehefal foundation of M&F, D&R, the new hook and 24 years
of News and Letters Committees, thé political—philosophic basis of this trip
was worked out especizlly in the wesk I spent in Detroit in June, But really,
it goes back over 40 yenrs to the birth of our Tendency. £S5 some of us learned
oﬁly a few years ogo, it was the Spanteh Rovolution of the 19305_which formed
‘the positive within the negative of Stalinist ‘state-capitalism in that decada.
This was crucial,although net stated explicitly, to the early writings by Reya

on Russis as state-capitalist soclety, hut yeu con £ind it in E&R: “Deprqssion

in Econozy and Thought."

Ten years later, in 1947, there was Raye's trip to Europe whera, as in
1979, the French Marxist {ntellectunls could not catch the new comiﬁg.fyom the
dineneion of color: in 1947, it was the Caperounion speaking for the new Afri-
can revolutionaries (see P&R, p.216), and todny it was the. irmigrant workers
outside Paris. That 1947 trip also involved dehates by Raya with Erpest Mandel
at the Trotskyist Werld Congress on stnte~cabitalipm. At that time sne also
wa;ned the ilarxists that existentialism as an alien Philqaophy had to be an-
swered and ndt just dismissed as outside the 1lohor movement, just as in 1977
right here she Warned some ¥rench intellactuals who did not listen, that the
New Philosophy was no, passing phase, and would have ramifications for the

whole revolutionary movement.

In 1958, there was Raya and pessicv’s LEiF O iy nnd Fronce after the
publication of M&F, at a time when De Gaulle had just come to power in France.
The dialogue wag guite serious, but fell apart when indébendent Marxists who
had accepted state-capitalism viciounsly actacked the idea of hunanism. In_the

19608, Eugene made scvernl trips to Europe, cnc of which resulted In his magni-
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ficent pamphlet on Trance 1968, and he, Bessic and Mary raturned in 1977 to re-
port on and astablish dialoguc with woncen, wackers and Left groups in Portugal,
Italy and England.

At the time I remember thinking and stating that they were teoo critical
of the Portupuesc and Italian Left, but today the eollapse of the Left in both
of those countries has berne them ocut and especlolly our critiques of sexism
in the movement in Italy 2nd Portugzl. Today that very sharp eritique enabled

m2 to estnblish dialogue with two Italian women's liberationists whe were also

disgusted with the Left, and yet not anti~-Marxist.

Aund, of course, immediately preceding my trip was Mike's trip last
year -- and since then he has worked closely with me in prepariung for this one.

So you can sce that the foundation for the. trip was really quite extensive.

Within Germany as 2 vhole, we now have fairly solid relationships with
people in 4 cities' Frankfurt, Berlin, Hannover, and Bremen. We also have on-
going and new relationships and exchunges with groups such ag the new daily
Die Tapezeitung and the wackly Informaticms Ricnst. : -

Part of the rcason'why West German Lefrdets are more cpen to hearing ‘
"outside" opinions than the Fronch is that it's hard to have confidence in your
own roots if those include Haziem. Thus when one young Gerxman began to call us
“"bourgeois humanists" for defending Israel's right to oxist, I simply told him
that the Jews aftor World War II wanted to 'leave racist European civilization
where, as Fanon wrote, "they are never donz talking of Man, yet murder men
everywhere they find them," and that the last thing they wanted to haar were
"1essona" from the German Loft.

The result was that the conversation then became more gerious and we
were able to discuas racism, sexism and the labor movements in Germany and the
U.S. at length. On the other hand, in France, one Professor became outraged '
when I suggested that wmany or nest hoed for a time collaborated with tﬁe Nazis
after 1940. In Franee, romanticizing the past, vhethor that of tha Resistance
or 1968, becomes an excuse for not reorganizing your thoughr. '

In France, our pariphery 1s far more tenuous -~ cspeeinlly in Poris ~-
and this is something we have to try and correct since Paris is not only France
but a world center of revolutionary thought. (Or today, cne might better say,
of the degencrotion of revolutienary thought.)
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But even in Germany, therz is as ome individual and sortain
zatlon T would eall elose to the totality of eur form of Ma:xist-ﬁumanism at
the prescnt time. In fact, as gpreat as the 1it sales were, the éonversations
did not so cften get to tha ory, rather tonding to romain at the 1eve1 of -what'g
happening in the mass movements in our respective gruntries. This wes reflectod
in the very high sales of IH and the relatively lower sales of P&R, even
though IH is only in English, “The best theoretic. discussions were with

non~-Eurcpeans.

Only once we get P&R in German will we be able to see vhe is really closc
to us and vho is not. As is evident from the above report, I believe the situ-
ation in Europe calls for a ecntinuing, at least yearly, presence by News and
Letters Committees membors, if our reascurces wake this pogsible. The deep, deep
sexism, racism and anti-phileosophy of even the “best” of the Left creates a
gulf between them and precisely those "new passions nad new forces" which are
the backbone of the revelutionary movement today, alongside the prolet"viat. I
refer of course to the immigrant workers, to the women's liberationists, and to

the new youth.

: -

The new youth are not only anti-nuclear power but also anti-war, A dra-
matic example of their total view againat- all state powers was the Brussels to
Warsaw anti-war caravan this Summer.. As these ysuth attempted to cross into
East Berlin from the West, after having alraady been denied permission to de-
monstrote in East Gemaany. they were set upon sinultnneously by Wedt and East
" German policc,_whilu fmerican MPs watched app"evingly. The picture Die Tagzei-
tung carried of these 3 groups of police surround;n? the anti~war youth was ac-
companied by a caption which contrasted these genuine forces for peace with the

"peaceful co-existence® along the border between East and West. The Polish
government, bowing to the mass movement there, did not dare to bar the dewon~
strators, and they were able to have important dialogue with Polish youth in

Warsaw.

Far from digappesring, the W. Germnn anti-nuclear movement shows every

sizn of renewed mass activity dn the Fall, just as the Sordcsl Demcoratic Schinidl

government shows no sign of backing away from nuclear power. As one subscriber
told me, this is one movement Schmidt can't bargain with like he so often does
with the labor bureaucrats,
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And the last week I wos in Frank{nct, Furdish, Iranian and Geomen
studants demostrated apainst Yheomeind and in supprrt of the Kurds fight

for self-determination.

I found no one in Europe who fully measures up teo the theoretieal

chnllenges the new mass movements ralse, and in nany cases, espaecially in

France, the Left ac:ually'functiona as an okstncla to the gcnuinély reve-

lutionzry ferces in that country. This is vhat gives the traaslations of
P&R and the ongeing dialoguz with others by Marxist-Humonists in Europe
21l the urgency enbodied in the phrase we ‘used at last ycar's plenum:

Time is running cut.




REPORT FROM THE MIDDLE EAST by Azadkar

The renewed attaek by Khemednl's ferces on the Kurdish revolutinnaries
and the savage menner in which he carriod out that attack, together with his
full-scale crackdown on the press and politicel parcies, roveals very clearly
the fullness cf countef-revolﬁtion hidiﬁg itself wnder revoluticnary names and
religious dress. By now, this should have awakened those ignerant “intellectuals™
vwho theught Khomeini has no political end govermmental knowiedge, and therefere

will step down in fevor of the National Fromt.

Ever since the February insurrection that topplad the Shah and, to 2
large extert, reduced U.S$. imperialisn's control over Iram, especially itse oil,
" the counter-revolution has triéd using all means to put an end to'the revolu-
tionary spirit of the masses. In order to reproduce the cld bourgeoils rela-
tions -- this time under an autocratic "Islamic Republic" -- the government has
found it necessary to ostablish "law and order”, even at the price cf annihi-
lating a national hinofity. Yot if this last effeort by Khomeini sgainst the
overall demceratic rights of the peocple fails teo repreduce the post-1953 coup
atmospherc of repression, in whiéh the revolution was delayed for more than a _
quarter of a century, the overthrow of his regime is foregeeable within months.

These offorts were begun right after Khemeind and his appoinﬁed Prime
Minister Bazargan tock power, wheﬁ they chose the first Saturday (after Bahktiar
fled) as the day to end the general strikes and, by that, te end the revolution.
But the continued strugglé of the workers as well ﬁs the woﬁen, the national
minorities as well as the studeﬁta, was to spit in the face of Khomeini, who is
intent on cstablishing I,400-year-old Islamic laws as the superstructure for a
developing capitalist country, depandent on world imperiaslism for its basic

ecoﬁomic, not to mention political and cultural, nzeds.

It is true that the Iranian masses have long been under the repressive
rule of monarchy, and that Asian despetism has been effective in holding the
struggle down in Iran's history., BRut thaot in ne way meana an end to an ongoing
revolution. The spcntanecus mass movements that had developed into the shoras
during the fight to overthrow the Shah showed the salf-creativity of the Iranian
aasses, aspeclally the youth. This self-creativity has continued cver since,
by the women's liberationists, unemployed workers, peasants and students. What
did not develop frem, ond in corrcspondence with this spontancity, is a theory
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of revolutien, and that {s unfortunate.

The majority of the Left arve still unaoble te underscand the countor-
revolutionary role of the elerpgy. They have given a “elassless” character to
the clergy and have failed to re-exemine its negative aspects, both in histnry
and as an alienating factor of the masses. 'In both: the Revolution of 1906-1911
and the mass uprisings of the 1950s to naticnalize oil, the clergy played a con-
ciliatory and reactionary roie at the very moment when the struggle was about
to give forth its fruit, and both times it was delivered cover into the hands
of British imperialisn. '

In the 1950s, when Mossadegh wos fighting to nationalize odl, Ayatollah
Kashani pulled his suppcrt away and instead, sided writh the Shgh‘s forqes and
even approved the attempts to assassinate Mrssadegh, lanbeling him an atheist.
It is interesting to note that this sane Ayatollzh, on. the annivergary of his
death,.waslpraised ru Iranien radio and television and by the claxgy for his
""struggles against British imperialisn”, while Khomeind's cnﬁment wag that
. "™Mossadegh did not.do anything"!

So far, the clergy in genPral and Khomeini in particular have remained
intact from criticism by a majority of the Left. Only the Democratic National
Front's leader, Matin Daftari, has dared to call Khooeini a dictator, and:DNF,
of course, is at its best nothing more than a bourgeois liberal o:ganization,

though fu11 of Left elements. ‘ ’ . .

.

It is enocugh to note that the most popular of the Left, the Fedayeen,
far from comprchending Marxist philesophy, are being driven into an opportun-
istic progrmatism in their positicns both on the Tslamic Republic's constitution

+ and on Russia being a "sccialist country'. In a we crd, they are cpening the way
for being swallowed up by the Tudeh Party. Tha other part of ‘the Fedeyecen,. the
group of Ashraf Dehgeni -~ a revolutionary woman who escnped from the Shah's
jails in 1974 == is still covered by the whele cleud of Debray's theory of
guerrilla worfare, and by Stalinism.

However, the majority cf the Left, including the Trotskyists,‘ﬁave sﬂown
how fast they want to become a port.of the establishment, by participating in
the elections For an “assembly of experts" to ratify thc bourgeois-Islamic
constitution, though they claim they are against the divielon of mental and

manual labor!
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Because the new revelutionary ecnditions in Iran are so challenging and
will be determining the future, especinlly for the Left, we will have a chaotie
period in this second phose of the Revclution. Being threatened by a new Is-
lamie tervor, many of the Leftists will beceme pn cified and leave the stage
of the struggle, and many will scek to compromise or give up their philogophy

ond bend under the pressure of Khomeini's regime.

But nlong with the spontancous struggle of the masses to be free, a new

Left must and will be born -— a new Left ﬁhich unitcs theory and practice,
_philogephy and revo]ution. spontanelty and ergenizacion, and a Left which under-
stands the totality oﬁ freedem and sees the struggle as a2 multidimensional
reality that involves woemen as well as men, and workers as well as naticnal
minorities, The sprouts of this kind of Left ¢ould be seen in small groups

such as the Freedom League, which publishnd part of Chapter IV of Raya Dunayev-
skaya's Marxism and Freedom ~= the Chapter that is very Jdirectly related to

todéy‘s Iranian intellectuals.

Bazargan's government, and Xhomeini, acting like a godfather there, like
to say that the Left is "only one percent of the population’. But they find
it necessary to shut down 44 nespapers; o declare o Shah's Rascakhiz-type of
one-party systen, together with organiéing’thc falangist "pustch” groups to
attack detionstrations, bookstorca and politicnl proups; and to burn newspapera
and pamphlets, tear down posters and senrch for lonflets as they do for weapons,

only in'order te silence that “ome percent™.

But this will not do them any good when they pet tc the workers in the
Abadan refinery, vhe made oill-exporting Iran ask tha U.8. (!) for kercsene and
hiesel fuel. The oil workers have been on a larpe-scale slowdown strike since
Hay Day ond before, in solidarity with both the unemployed workers and wich the
Arab ninorities fighting for autonony, and demanding more wuruers control over

production and management.

Nor will this repression do them any gecd when it conceras the nacional
winorities waging an arned struggle against Khomeind to gain seli-determination
2 bloody battle thet has resulted in many deaths and executions of Kurdish re-
volutionaries as well as Arabs. But the Kurds have promised to continue fight-
ing until all of Fhomeini's guards are threwn out of Kurdistan and ‘until their
demands for autonomy have been met. They are determined to “make Kufdistan the
graveyard of the Islanic Republic.”
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In recognizing Iran's strateglc locaticn on the top of the Homoz Strip
on the Persian Gulf, where more than 70 pereunt wi ihe wutld's Gil paores
through, U.5. impecialism is using all oogihle ways te rnturn to Iran and to
regain its control over oll. And of ccoursa, the other world power, Russia, 18
waiting very patiently with its mouth open to swallow up Iran, in case any

Iranisn leaders come to its side.

This, which has ecntributed in part to a power struggle among the Iranian
rulers, 1s a direct result cf the glchal’ cconomie crises of capitalism, which are
threatening not emly eccncmie growth but the whola of copitalisi, in both its
private and state~owned forms. The Middle East and its oil has now become the
issue, the center of the cnatradicticns and competiticns, as well as collabora-
tions, in and between the superpowers. The Traninn Revolution, which was felt
"*as an earthquake" in the region, has put the “ghift in global conflicts' on
the ageﬁda of capitalism.'

But‘Chnptet'Z of the Iranian Revolution héa already been opened,. and with

it, the splits that resuvlted frem that first "egrthduakcf. The class struggle,.
the women's liberaticn movement, the naticnal minorities' fight for self-deter<
mination, are being intenaifled every monont 4 ney clergy riding in limousines
now, and Khomeini's "holy alliance” with the bou:geoisie and his declaration of

a "holy war® against the Kurds -— scmething he didn't dare to declare agniﬁsi
the Shah -= are ‘all aimed to exorcise those spectras that arc havnting, both the
"Islamic Republic" and the whole of the Persian Gulf region. '

Armed with the dialectic méthcdolcgy thar is the base of Marx's phile-
-sophy, the new generation of Iranian revolutionaries must recognize these "'new
passicns and new forces" of the revoluticn. A thuorv of revolution must be‘de-
veloped from these movements, a theory that ie able to unite with the masses’

for an ongoing revolution.

] The questiocn that arises now and must be answeced by the Iranian revolu-
tionaries is: under what form of organization is the movement from practice to

theory, and from thecry to practice, possible?

Through my iittle wnowledize of history cf rovolutions, and through my
L]
participation in student movements sbroad, I hove come to the conclusion that
an organization of serious revolutionaries, frecly agsociated in shoras or

corresponding committecs ond in cppositicn to any vangunrd party, which would
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have both the voice of all the members and provide eondiciens for thelr self-

development, could be a new beginning.

Grounded in a Marxist philesophy of revelution, 1t must participute
in all revolutiopary movemcnts and in the daily 1ife of the mauses, and do
away with any division between activity and theught of tho masses, between
mental ond manual labor, and provide no ground for clitism and puthorirar-
ionism. Iu 2 word, this organization must, to its best, appear as a unig,

a form of a nuew societv, and have its eyes and cars open for the volces from

below.

Withn sucn an organization, we could raise the banner of total freedom
and call for the overthrow of the counter-revolutionary regime of Khomeini,

and continuc the revelution until all capitalist production relations are

uprootaed .and with that, all of inhuman bourgecis socilety. It is that, and

the‘goal of a new sncicty, that we are struggling for.




