April 29, 1980

THE CARTEH/BHZEZD!SKI-ORBEREJ TMPERIALIST INTRUSION INTO IRAN —-
AND WHAT ABOUT KHOMEINI/BANI-SADR'S "HOLY WAR" AGAINST THE LEFT?

Dear Fnends :

By no accident whatever a rea.l 1ive mad Colonel, the Apogalyvpse NoW typa =«
Green Beret Colonel Beckwith, trained in the decade~long U.S. imperialist war in
. Vietnam -- was chosen to command the "Blue Light" elite coxps +o descend upon Iran
in the da.rk of the night of April 24, It is imposeible- 1o conceive such a totally.
bungled milita.ry operation on the paxt of the most technologically-advanced behe-
moth as the U.S. , thai had undergone a 173-day long yplan, UNLESS the Planner ha.d
himself decided to abort the opera.tion for reasons having nothing whatever o do
_with gither the advanced military technology or Amorican lives. Hera was P goXry
. mission that had:.gone through 30 rahea.rba.ls , stretched over & period of nearly
_six months, invelving six C-130 Herculas {ransport planes, ‘which had proven their -
technological proficiency in the decade-long bloody Vietnam War, with eight equal-~
1y rroficient Sikorsky RH-SB helicopters, all manned by a volﬁnteer, gung ho mil:‘l.-
 tary outfit, armed not only with weapons but canisters filled with disabling gas,
which2fter only three hours in the desert, with no enemy in s:l.gh‘b, sudienly falls
apart, TFirst, threc helicopters malfunction; then, comes the order from the
Commander-in-Chief to abandon the mission, It is now 2:15 AM of April 25. The.
fiasco departure beccmes a tragedy as the tra.nspor’h plane and helicopter collide
"and eight American bodies go up in flames. The Green Beret Colonel orders the
rest of the crew into a plane withou® either picking up the bodies, or destroying
the secrot decuments, TFive others seriously burnod arxe taken aboard, It is now

4 AM,

I repeat, it is imposeible to concoive such a total failure unless the _‘ 7
reasons bohind the order tc abort the operation had nothing whatever to do with
gither the technology or tho lives of the American hostages that were supposed to
havae besn rescued. Two provabilities surely make moxe logic than the officiai
accounting, One is that the CIA is 51111 cooperating with SAVAK and this actual
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Fifth Columt in Iran gobt cold feet at the last minute and did not wish to carTy
through with their mercenary murderous job.

Or, even morc likely, the resident gob cold fest through both the strong
opposition he would meet from the Amerlcan public and the distrust he suddenly felt
for the CIA-sponsored Fifth Column. But whether these probabilities or the offi~
cially-mroffered explanation of sheer technological failure motivated the aboxrtion
of the mission, this born-again~Christian President, Brzezinski-inspired or other-
wise, has not for a single moment hesitated from risking the ultimate -~ the possi-

bility of a world holocaust.

Even so bourgeois a specialist on military defense as Drew Middleton*
felt compelled to show how the risk of a naval blockade "would J.ncrcaso if Soviet
‘tankers were sent %o test the blockade."  Indeed, oven hefore a global confronta~
tion, there certé,inly'would be -~ and there were -- protesis o:[‘ the U.S. presence
in the Guif region from such sturdy allies of the U.S, as Saudi Arabia, As for
the West Europeans, not only do they oppose military sters at this time but they
are hesitating even a.bou-l:. sericue economic sanctions. And who axac:’c'.'.:,r takes the
Congres:. seriously as any sort of c.r.lmlrg hand just hecause the head of the .-orelgn
Rela:tions Committes, Sena.tor Frank Chursh, talks about the President "flout.:.ng
the War Powers Resolution? Cap* talisn ha.s nover fa:.led to have enough loopholes
in B.ny"lm:.tation" to the Wax POWeTs of ;i.ts Commandor-in-chief to a.llow hin a
free hand. ' :

Whother or not President Carter 'is so Nixon~bent on the retontion of his
powers in .this clection year that even tho prospect of unleashing 'orld Wax III
cannoct stay his hand, it is'a fﬂ.ct £hat the Iranian misadventurc can in no .ay be
separated from Cartor's internal drive for war that he had begun long before. The
point is that Carter's rroposal for reinstating dra.ft-rcglstra.tion for the youth
has, m&aed, 2 global imparia.list outlook, '

It becomes imperative, 'bhorefore, that our struggle ag_a.:mst Carter's drive!
for war is a.t tho same time a way io_oxrress our solidarity with the Iranian masses
in their anti-lmperiu.list struzele. In doing so wo must make sure that the struggle
for froedom doos not got separated Irom & pailosophy of liboxation, AnA tharain,
precisely, lies: tho deep contradictlon in the Iranian revolution, signified all
over again by the Khomeini/Bani-Sadr unleashihg of the unholy "Holy War" against
the Loft that thmeini/Bani-Sadr have just initiated.

* See drew hiiddloton ¢ "Risk for the 1.5, Grows ln Tran®, New York Times, April 27,
1980, which includos also a soction on tho growing tonsion betwoen lraq and Iran,
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iapla Nothing was more ghoulish than the hanging judge Ayatullah Sadezh Khalkhali's
}of the burned corpses of the eight Amcrican soldicrs, Did he intend to rut them
"~ on trial? And why, exactly, were thosc corpses given to Khalkbnli afier Rani-Sadr
had announced they would bé returned to the U,5, without any conditions? Did such
an inhuman act as Khalkhali's require a world outery before the Revolutionexy
Council deuble-tongued its retyaction of Khalkhali's dehumanized statements? What
is as disoricnting a matter as that calculated display is the stetement of the
supposed moderate Bani-Sadr and the Imam Khomeini which maligned the Iranian Left
as having a connection with Carter's imperialist venture. What Xhomeini-Bani Sadr-
Ghotbzadseh-Behesti-Khalkhali have unleashed is a move against the very forces that
were in the forefront of the revolutionary overthrow of the Shah, ’

Not only is thore no connection between the deep unr'qst in Iran and carter's
intrusion into Iran.(aud Bani-Sady knows it), but the ruling clique in Ii-an has
shown an affinity to the rulers in eny capitalist country when they tock advantage
of the deserh fiaseco to hit oub against the Loft, against the dissatisfaction over
the great mass unemployment, against the national 1_1berat1c>n movenents, Kurds
especially, who have attempted to decpen the Iranien revolution from mere over-
throw of the Shah to actual freedom and now human relations., Khomeini and Bani-
Sadr know that the opposi% tion to them began with 'bhe:.r rotrenchmen’c from the goa]z.
of the revolution, whether that related to Khomeini's -try:mg to. turn iho clock back
on Women's Liberation, or txying to abolish the shoras of the workers, Isn't it
a fact that tho attempt to xailrsad through the Constitution coincided with the.
takgover of the Embassy, in the first place? And isn't it a fact that even the
election of Bani-Sadr as Presidont is now again diluted while the clergy gets back
into its:hierarchical rule in the Parlianent? And how, exactly, do you help the
"truth" when Iragq, too, is callod an “acconmplice of ARexrican imperialism"?

The truth is that tho great unrest in the couﬁtry, the massos' de-
sire for new, non-exploitative rolations, the netional minorities' pa.ssion for
solf-dotermination are oo insoporablo from a grcﬁ'h passion for philosophy of libera~
tion that there isn't a aingle expression -- and thore are no less than 150 differ-
ent groups attempting to ariticulato, that passion for freedom, in ovorj,r form from
pamphlots, books, papors, loa.flots,}o a.ssottos/ that does not at once get grabbed
up on tho university campuses., It is these bookstalls that so frighton Khomeini
and the so-~called Rovolutionary Council that thoy ordor their goons to attack the
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student youth. Worse than the riots these goons instigated -- and thers wepe many
injured and some decad -- is the sta.tc-and-élergy-sponsored edicts for the aboli~
tion of political activity. Khomeini is under the illusion that,since the Left
does not command sacrosanct mosques such as they used in the strugele against the
Shah, the idca of freedom will dié. Bani-Sadr followed up the slanders againat the |
Left by concocting anothor versicn, charging that the u.nrést on i;he campus 15 only.
"Tart" of some globel imperialist plan: "Now I have some proof and T hope to

give it soon to the Iranian and foreign people that they will know that the arrival
of the American planes was Just part of the plan." A1l he gives "proof” of is
that most unfinishod state of the Iranian revolution, , What the masses will jwove
is that they kavo no intenticn whatever to  16F the yevolution remain unfinished.

. III

_ The strangest toleration cf all, if not ‘outright "love" is the one that
exists between Khomoini and Tudeh. Anyona in'the Hest is so-accustomed to the 180
degree turns s hypocrisies and cutright al;ia.nces'.of absolute bizpdt;zites on 'bhe part
of the Russian Communists over since tho Hitler-Gtalin Pact, which gave the green
Light to'World Yar T, that none in tho West were surfrised by the Secrotary Gener-
el of tho Irenian Commmist, Tarty, Nurmnddin Kianuri's declaration that they are
"followers -of Iman Iﬂzomcini"s‘iine.',‘ _— o

When interviewed by ‘an editor of Le Monde, Eric Rouleau*, on the question
of supporting terrorism, Kiamuri rerlied:"0f course we condenn terrorism, but no
principle can be eternal, From tho very‘beginning we supported the arrest of the
so-called diplomats because they“uero engaged not only in eapiona.ge‘...' buil in
counter-ravolutionary and subversive activity.” As for continuing incarceration of
the American hostages, which flow in the face of international law, and which Russia
also had to condemn, Kianuri lot the cat out of tho bag by approving tho status ‘quo -
of continuing the ratontion of the ﬁostagcs when he said that it “was a good way
of proventing the normalization of Iran's rolations with the U.8."

It isn't true, howaver, that aithér the cleories who woro with Moasadegh in
the '508 or Mossadegh's secuisy followers are that tolurant of the Tudch Farty.
Tudoh's miscrable role in that poriod has not boen forgotten and the invasion of
Afghanistan has mado somo worry uver tha now "populist" rhase of the Communists who
did receive 100,000 votes in Tchoran alone in the first round of the elactions,
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The Tudch, on the other hand, Loth in its rublication, lardom, and in the speeches
that Kianuri makes, foels pexfoctly free to eriticize Bani-Sadr and Ghotzbadeh
while 1:-_a.ving Khomeini frec from criticism, as if Xhomoini wasn't anti-Communist.
And yet, truth to tcll, Kianuri docs have 2 point, Xhomeini's anti-Communism is
so abstractly =roligious, that is o say out of the context of existing Commun-
ism as a world nucleer pover, so single~minded in his opposition to Carter alone
as being "the Groat Satan" that ho wasn't diverted sorlously by Ryssia’s invasion
of Afghanistan; Bani-Sadr and Ghotzbadeh are more aware of realities, and mow
that there are two nuclear world powers, cach after single world centrol.

(which is only anti-America).
greatcr measure of the narrowness of Khome:m:. s "a.n'b:.-mperla.llsm / and

+olera.t:|.on of the Tudeh Party,while being totally opposed to genuine Herxists s i
seen in-the commander of the Revolutionary Guards which have the full .support of _
Knomeinl. Their commadder, Abu Sharif, spolled out the denger for Tran: "The dan-
- gex comes from U.S, loftist organizations.” He expanded it thus: "There are U.S.
" leftist 6rganiza.tions which are arming themselves ‘such as the Fedayi Khalg. Therc

are other leftist orgenizations like the Tudeh Party, which says it rocognizes the
Islamic Revolution's constitution and Tmam Khoméini's line, In this case, it is
a legal leftist organization that acis and works on this basis. But the danger
comes from the U.S, leftist orgn.n;za.uor-s, which reco:.ve funds and weapons from
the West and falscly spoak absut a Russian threat to J'ra.n to justify military re-
Jlations with the United 'ba.tes." (MERIP REPORTS, Ha.rch/April 1980)
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As 2gainst Kianuri's goal == "the breaking off ¢f all remaining ties with
the U.S." " and as against Sharif saying that ™the danger comes from U.S. leftist
organiza.‘tions"‘, what becomes inperative is the forging of relations, revolutionary
relations, botieon the masses in tho U.S. and in Iran, To prevcnt the real danger
of a world holecaust. i+ i= meccssary Lu sce that tho onemy is not so much abroad
as at home. It is hero where philosophy cf rovolution bocomes as crucial as
sccial rovolution itself, Idezs of froodom rocognizo no paticnal boundarics., It
is a fact that our rulers aro our enomios and that tho Iranian masses are our
friends. Tho world rovelution mey not bo en the agonda at this vory moment, but
it's that vision of a now world that is the ground for the actual atruggle that
#ill provent nuclear holocaust by creating a now world m totally human foundations.

RAYA TUNAYEVSHAYA
Dotroit, Michigan




