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TODAY AND TOMORROW

by Raya Dunayevskaya

PART OM2; U.,3. CAPITALIbv-IﬁPuRIALI 1y AT HOME AN. ABROAD,
especially in the liddle East and Latin America

I. liisgiles, ilissiles, Missiles =~ But Yhat About Jobhs?

This August, the TV subaected us to the hollow spectacles ‘of the quadrennial
clreus acts 'of the two dominant capitalist parties -- the Republicans and Dsmo-
erate -- called Mational Presidential Fominating Conventlons. One thing, howevcr,
neither the wholesalapsyehedelictallooning of red, white, and blue nor toe
totality of the hynocrisy could cover up ~--the overriding law of’ this state-
capitalist age -- joblessress, '

That which ilaxx, a century back, had called "the absolute general law of
capitalist cccumclaticn" - thojunemployed'army -~ unimated ccpitalism has trans-
formed to such extremism that thc-unémployed'srmy, from being a sometine feature
of capitalism-in crisis, became 1ts permanent staté. Even at these elitist con
ventions 1t dominated all questions, all speeches, all platforms, all motions,
and s0 disrobed capitalism that it stood stark naked. Co

In a word, what everyone saw and heaxd were not the unctuous speeches, but
their exploitative, racist, sexist, militaristic, decadent character. Which
didn t stop the politicians from transforming that question into something that
could bring us to the brink of nugigazr holocaust.

The pollticlans this Auvgust, thinking that Aug. 4, the outbreak of the
First "orld YWaxr, was but the beginning and that that's what they should be
celabrating, brought out their biggest guns, Deofense (read: Yar) Secretary
Harold Brown, to talk of mlssiles, missiles, missiles. Just follow this se-
quence: ‘

First (1ast?) it wag the Neutron bomb that aimed at destroying people and
leaving intact military and. production facilitios. (They didn't tell us who
will run thom,)
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Hext, the il missile. That was supposcd to be somcthing Carter was
against but, 23 1s cheracteristic of the iilquetoast in the "hite House, the
dopree of being “against” didn't take priority over trying to get votés -- this
time for SALT II, He not only didn't get the votes; he withdrew SALT II fxom
consideratinn —-- and apponded his signature to biX, tos. So much for "leador-
ship" and principles!

And now we get a fantastically new “change! {oxcept that Jar Sccretary

Brown, in the intervicw with Cronkite, stressed that it #asn't so much change
as an addition to the others) cilled "nilitary targeting" that would go out for
killing "nilitary“ targct« -= and lpaders ~~ of the ecnemy. “Ours, " ho#evcr, '
the very "leaCers" that hnd brought on the holocaust, wpuld by safoguarded!
Such callousness: akout humanity trought about such @ great outery against such
callousress towazd all the rest of humanity that thoy deniecd the truth about
tne type of sheltors that would protect "the leaders'! L

Yhat they play up as' the "star” of Pr051dpntial Divactives 59, .58, ani
53 that would lndend oolipsc tho ICBﬁs are thouo tactical missiloe that arc.
"so smart they will changs the-face of warfare and supply the equalizer for-
olitnumbered U,S, forces in.any military showdown with the. Soviet Unton.”
Busi n9§§ Yeok {Aug, 11, 19B0) continues: Thoir "doadly one-shot accuracy" is
50 perfect that they have boen nicknamed "fire and forget.".

For once,. the initials #.A.D,, pad -- iutual Assured Déstructiqn - ?s
the right word for it, 4nd for once, Russia is right when it fires back the
phraso "nuclear-advonturism” at all these new revelations. The only trouble
is they are busy loing the same thing. Indeed, the wholz.world is now spendirg
$600 billion anhually on militarization!

Nothing 1c§§ han the absolutolg fantastlc sum of $1 trillion during
the next five ycars is scheduled to be .spent by Carter on missiies, missiles,
and more missilesi 'hereupon Prcsident,0a¥ter stili has the gall to send a

message to the UN-sponsored conference meoting then (Aug. 13, 1980) to study
the Non-Proliforation Treaty: "The acquizition of Nuclear explosives by addi-
‘tional stztos would decroase the security of the state acquiring them, decrease
the stability of the region in which they - are locaterd, dnd 1ncrease the' risk
of nuclear conflict.”
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As Lf that veren't sufficicnt cnoush to scarc us ouf of sur witsz, all of
this was dene in such a2 hurry and so seeretly that oven the Secretary of State,
Tuckie, knew abselutcly nothing about 1t -~ until he rcad it in the newspapers.
Vory obviously, tha only ones deserving of knowledge -~ and protcction of their
lives -- are the 'ar Secretary they call 'Defensc,” Harold Brown, and the big-
gest war hawk of them all, the Hatlonal Sccurity Director Brzezinski, thelr
two Deputy Undcrsceretaries, and the Air Force General, Jasper A, ‘lelch, who
co-oxdinates the nilitary. policy of tha Yhite Housc,‘and who supposedly told
the Prosident -~ at, least ho got his signature.

Yithout bluszhing, they are busy revealing onc other fairy tale wa're
supposed to belicve, All this insanity on missiles was supposed to have
"evolved" out of Cartor when he first took offico, when he asked Harold Browm
whether wo could reduce the stratogic arsenal from 1,800 long—rangelmissiles
to akout 200.. Mot worrylng about any dlalectical transition from hew 2 request
to roduce eould b transformed into, its opposito -=- tho senscless rumning after
more, more, mors -- what is imposcl on us is nothing short of plans for "Mutual
Asaurad Destruction," and a trillion}ln cost which our great, great wrandchildr“n
uill have to pay off, if they aver .are bora, = -

. Hhat hadnt bcen done in .cuch-a blg hurry -~ in fact, it took over two ‘
years -before we even found out about it, and then only if.you read select papers —-
is tho story of how "The U.3, Failel Yar Test for Huvope" (Mashington Post,
Apé. 3, 1980). This,.toog ‘had a fancy name -- "Nifty Nugget" -~ and 1t failed
-totally, But back in October, 1978 when they were on this military mancuvex
they found: “”o rogerves . were called up, No tanks were put on ships., In fact,

no onc knew about the oxercisc excopt for about 2,500 officers...” It uam a
total failurc in both the shortage of weapons and weservists, not to montion
bteing totally void of any brains in military heads planning and managing those

"war games."

There was no ce=-ordination whatever. MNo wonder that Wost Buropo began *n
' doubt the capability of thls supor nuclear giant to defend it. No wonder that
Hest Burope Jocidod to go 1ts own way, and while it's hardly any smartor than
tailonding the U.5., it is "independent" of the U.S, and genuflecting before

the Middle Bast oil potentates and thoir allegod “star" -- the PIO -- as woll as
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flirting with the other nucloar ziant, dussia, whether 1t's 2 question of trade
or the Olymplc Games or soft-nelaling Jussia's invasion of Afghanistan., And
when they aren't "indopendont” of the 'U.S. they aro "ihdcpandent" of each other,
as wlitness France's lotost supplying a nuclear rceactor to Irag. Yhat matters
to us 1s that the elass cnemy is always at home -- it is the crisis heze, the

uneonsclonable unemnloymant, the runaway inflation, the two nations right here --

separate and uncqual -- Black and whito.

If you haven't becon able to pleture what a trillion looks like, you might
ask Cartor how he ezn allot that inconcelvablc sum for missiles, but think that
512 Billion for a jobs program for the nillions'uncmbloynd 35 "inflationary."
Very clearly, "flexibility" applies only to rcfusing a pittanco for the 1ife of
-the masse and gncnaing likc crazy for dcstrucuicn of the masses.

There i: hardly a day that passes that doesn't have somaloutbreakjof.Black _
youth revolt, and it isn‘t only South, The pross can't deny that whether it's
the South Bronx or the 15- Jaar-old Yatts rebellion in Los Angcles, vhere -exactly
nothing has been done, it is all ready to cxplode again -~ gven if no one can
name the exact date. A1l tho hypocris ios at both the Democratic and Ropublican
" conventions testifying to tho contrary will net cover up the totality of the

crisos wo are now in.

On tho cothor hand, the fact that even the Democratic Party (at its AUB- 12
eusion) refused to bow to Carter's apacal for “floxibility,” that is to say,

not to speeify the sum of $12 billion for making jobs a priority, but roarod its '
approval of it, ShOWS not only how very broad, deep, omni-present 1s the ques-—
tion of unemployment {reaching up to 30'pcrdent among Black youth) but how evon
so sclect a group as delegates to the Democratic conventlon cowldn’t keep from
ravealing how vexry scarel thoy 2ll are of the undercurrent of revolt that will
face thom in the roalitios outside tho convention hall.

It is this undorcurront of revolt -- and not only ameng the unemployed
but also the cmployed thoroughly disgustod with thoir conditions of speedod-up
labor called "highor productivity” and "highor guality product”; and not only
Jobs and joblessness but Youth rofusing to bocomoeannon fodder for Yoxdd Har ITL;
and not only Labow, Black and Youth forces as Roason but also “omen's Iibora-
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tionists. The last word will not be in the voting booth but masses in metlion
agalnst thls Acercenit socicty,

I1. U.5. Impcrialism’s Tentacles: From Iran to South Korea, and from Bl
Salvador to Irag: Also Rclations with Other Capitalist Imporialisms

1} Iran

No oncneeds to delude him/herself by thinking that becausc Carter's
imporialist intrusion into the Iranian desort was such a failure as well as
fiasco that "thexefore,” he won't try again something even more omlnous. Nor
ngcl ono think that 211 thosé all-seeing, all-knowing missilcs "against the
Soviet Union" arc all aimed ofily at the Soviet Unlon.

Conéider all tho shiftiﬂg about of the Sixth Floet in tho liddle East.

" Consider all tho throats; thoy woren't mada for naught. The fact that
there was such great oppositlon -- and not only from Iran, and not only from
U.3, allies, but from tho hao ses of Amerlcan prople, ospecially the youth who
know vory woll that'theoy would boe the ones sont there, draft or no draft --
that 1t had, publicly, to be called off dooa not moan that it's in fact fact cailnd
off. Trial balloons are no jokoany more than was Carter s request, that 1,800
" long-rangc mistelles be reducel to 200, anything but sheer hypocrisy -~ the
pretense he wes saving llves whon in fact he was playing with them, IU111UE
“us to sloop while mapping o monster plan for missiles, missiles, missiles
costing a txillion.

Nor should onc think that bocauswe so much demagogery will spill out
from the Democrats to distinguish them from the moro hawkish-still Reagan,
(not to mention Mixon), that it isn’t a Dumuciatic Nixon- whe 45 2ctnalls
writing the sconario for Morld far 1II, oven if that spells the end of civill
zation as wo know it, It will be instruetive to take a quick look et Nixon'a
Tho Real 'Yar to sce what these monstrous minds aro planning. And don't be
taken aback by the fact that Nixon, now that ho's out of power aind has no ro-
sponsibilitics to tho public (hcro or abroad), doclaros that already "we aro

at war.” The point iz that, just like the fact that the truth may out when
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thicves fall cut, =so whon one 1s not ia actual powoer, ho doos let the cat out
of the bag.

Nixon oponly statcu that the "real war," that is, World ¥War III, begon
b;fo:c Torld Ylar IX cnde¢, thus extoniling the Cold Mar indefinltely ~- well,
until the hot uwox flnally arrives. I'm surc no youth vwho had to fight Nixon
to stop the Viotnom war will be surﬁrisei to hear Nixon sny that “The Yictannm
war was not lost on tho battleficld but in the classroons of groat universitics.”
Exenpt that cven in that last phrase he lies -- it happencd not in the class-
rooms, but in the streets, on ti:e campuses, whero they found that thoy didn't
neod 0 o to the battlefield to neet ‘death’at the hands of homc-~growm capi-
talist rulcrs, as witneqs Kant, Ohio,-Jackson, Mississippi, and Awgusta, Goorgla,

or, for that mattor, just in fighting for civil rights.

The reason e vo calloﬂ attention to Nixon's book was not only its "iv
the distanco” affinity to what we have boen discussing on missiles -~ but that
right now, +thao actual faet sbout diddlc Eest policy oas formuloted by Nixon-
Kissinécr ig uhkat. Cartor-Brzezinski caqrimf'out, 1hcludihg the fawning before
tho Shah, as thoy made him "guerdian of tho Wost” to “protect® its Oil. And it
is that attempt to control the Gulf oil roglon, which the Carter Administraticn

©'is still trying to rocolp, whethor it is through Iran, ‘or via the Egypt—Iswnoll

uleatics <= or Just outright invasion,

‘For thet motter;-it dsn't only the Hiddle East; 1t is tho whole world,
énd it ian't.oniy from- the fliftation with China against Ruasié that. we see this.
Yo see this most danmerously right this minute in countar-rovoelutionary, mill-
taristic, neco-faseist South Korea,

E)Mm

Nothing tells more clearly and sharply how very prcciscly, cons istontl
and without letup U.S. imperialism is looking for still ono moro Shah 11ke

Generel Chon,

First and foremest, let us be under no illusion that it's only the Scuth
Koroan nco-fascist Gen. Chon thai is acting in such a counter-rovolutionary
manner against his own rooplo. From tho very first, there was no doubt at all
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about the commander of the U.S. forces, Gen. John A, 'Yickham, who asslstcd Gon.
Chon and who said, "Y¢ will support him bocausc that, of course, is what the
Korcan pcoplo want” (Y Times, Aug, 9, 1980). Gen. “ickham is not that iz~
norant of U.S5. politics, cven if at tho moment the State Departmeont here claifs
that he 1s not represonting its "linc”,

Tho truth is that that's what the Korcan Yar (1950-53) was about -~ to
koop South Xorce as the U.S.'s outpost in the East., Tho truth is that it was
the U.5. that impoécd the tyrant, Syngman Rhec, on the Horcan people. The
truth is that thc Korean people struggled for a whole decade to topple that
reactlonary, and thc; no sooncr achlicved victory than they were saddledl with
Park Chung Hee. The fact is that so great was the dissatisfaction with that
Alctator that his oim sceret polico assmss*nated him.

A1l Carter's rhetoric about’ "human rights" can't possibly hide thego

facts: 1) The U.S. had done nothing whatover when Kim Jac Jung, back in 1971,
had'oﬁviously won the aloction against.Park, and fraudulently Park took: office,
2) They did nothing again wheh, in 1973, Park abducted Kim Dac Jung, who was
then in Japan, intending to murder him, "It was the .intornational outcry that
stoppel that attemptel nurder, 3) And now it is Ghon who 1s staging a kangaroo
court trial t5 make thoe premoiditatod murdor of itim "‘udicial"' 4} Abovu nll,
the U S., nearly 30 5car3 after tho Korean Nar sndad, is keoping HO 000 troops
in South Korca, with many, many morc rozdy to fly thcro to keep thc nec-fa clet
_SDuth Kcroan govcsnnont in power, '

The U.S. has yet to join ovén so mild a group as tha Liason Connittee
.-to Save Kim e Jung, which has grown up in Japan. Fox oncc, tho Bei jing Ro\ﬂpw
(Aug. Y, 1980) is right when it writes that tho attcmpt to railroad Kin Tac Jung
to death itself "1s 5 diabolical nove to effectivbly silence the political oppo=-

sition,..

As wo 'soe, U.S5. imperialism's tentaclos don't stop elther at planning
attacks on Iran, or at protonling to keep their distance but allowing Chon Too
Hwan to complete the counter-revelutlon, Those tentacles have beon ceaseless --

and, 1ndce¢ bofore tha U.S, was *ully an imperialist land, they cxtended to
Latin Amcriea, iloxe precisuly put. 1t is tho var with Latin America that madoe
the U.S, an imperialist 1and, and that ear;y Black masses proved their vanguoxd
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nature, Theoy were-tho vcfy firat and snly te orpanize an Anti-Imperiaiist
Teamue to opposc the war with Spain for Latin america, ¢

3) Tatin America, E1 Salvador cspocially

Neither space nor time will permit me to go into that long tmporinlist

history. UNor can‘vg begin in the innediate post-‘lorld Yar II peried, cxcept

to szy that dhtn} in 1954, thu 4,8, -cngineered coup in Guatcmala took place, we
at cnece sin*lci out o factors, which remaln to this day the oncs that charac-
terize thc U.5.'s role all through Latin Emerica., In attacking dulles ' CIA,

W snid that 1.S. inpcrinliam learnet all too fast from Russian totalitaliﬂnism
how to "take over” a country. ‘e stressod that what U.S. imperialism was doing,
under the guisc of "saving Latin Amcrica from Communism,” was dcstroyins th%
genuine, indigencus rovelutioh which bogen in 195k, It was not Communism tHat
U.3. imperialism was Tighting; but any kind of 'femocratic agrarlan refornm. '
. Finally, they uere ingttlling the type.of dictatorship ‘that couldn't lgad to
anything but nco-fascist rugimes which is oxactly what Latin Amorica iz sufforing
from wherever thows is U.S. backing.

“hat WC sco prcvertly there from the "regulnr militarist dctions, the
"1rrbgu1ar“ death squads, to the outright butchery at the Embassy of Spatn, is
not Ju ta 1oglca1 conrluslon to, what had boon startct in 1954, We singlcl out
Cuatemala not just to show its "history" since 1954, but because in 1980: it
'is helping the El Salvador military in its genocido.

Ll aalvador is a country whorc the U S. could still stop tho genocide of
a whole nation, but won't, duro is a country thst has, eveon according to boux-
gcois scholars, “the most rigid class structurc and worse inoquality in all
Latin Amcrica" (Forclqn Affairs, Summer, 1980}, Here is 2 country with so
minute a landed olitc as to bo oponly called "los catoree" (the "fourtcen
familics"} which plus the military owns 60 percent of the farmland, the cntire
banking systom, -most of the nation's industrics, .and 50 porcent of the whole
national income -~ while 200,000 poasants are totally landloess! . 4

Thoy have only one fcar, one thcy havc never forgotten -= the nassive
_ paasant uprlsin@ in 1932, And thoy heven’ t forgottun that thoy crushud that
with no less than 30,000 dead, On the contrary, That's cxactly what they're
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doing now with those now death squads that by now arc so dchumanized that they're
not satisfies with encliuss murders but procoel to mutilate the bodies in the

most unspealkable ways,

The Yhite Terriors Unlor, the Yhite Hand and the Phalange spocialize
In murdering not only rovolutionaries, workors'aﬁd youth, but the Jesuits., 1In
fact, {t's only when (June, 1977) they announced they would kill "all the
Jesuits In the country” and at once began aésussinating somc, that the U.S.
vetoed, tomporarily, o 319 million Intcr-Aﬁer;can Bank loan. The muzders maey
heve stoppe? for one day, wheroupon the U,.S. approved the loan, ‘Thercupon not
only Aid the rwurdcrs rosune, but the most Draconian “Law for the Defense and

Guarantee of Fublic Order" was cnactel.

A3 the IY Tince (iy 8, 1978) reportedvit, U.S. Ambassador Frank G.
Devine, spezking to the Salvadoran Chamber of Commoxec, cndorscd tho rignt of
the government to do "whatover is ‘'nocessary to maintain public order.”

The Acath squads rosumed thoir ﬁssassiﬁqtions._ The Cavter Administration
in the epring addel 36 million to the othor sum of militdry aid, and 350 million
in cconomic aid, And they did that despite Archibishop Romoro's personal apreal

' to Pros, Cartcr that aid would cnly "sharpen the reprossion." Could anyonc
doubt thet whon one knaws that tho E1 Salvador Army killod moxe then 3,000
this year alone? This, too, didn't stop Cartor from giving the aid, and the
death squads then proccédal, in'cold blood, to_miwder Archbishop Homezo this

April.

Tho U.S. now has n now’ Ambassador; tho name is differont and he's sup-
posed to be a "liboral" -- Robert Yhite, But just yesterday (Aug.>15, 1980)
‘he spoko on TV. to toll us how order was kept, despite all “provocations” from
the Left! The "provoeations” frem thé Loft were 1) a gehoral strikcf thore
are, after all, no less then 30,000 uncmployed, and runaway inflation, 2) Therec
are threc-guerrilla forcos ~- tho Popular Forcos of Lib¢ratibh wore founded
in 1970, but where, ot best, they have 3,000 people under arms, the Salvadoran
Army not only his 15,000, but all thosc death squads, 3) Yhat now worries hoth ‘
the oligarchy-milifary and U.5. impericlism is that £her0 is a very new, most
indigcuous and cxciting rovclutionary fb:ca -- the Indlans., And they‘hawe sucu.
cooded in soma reglons like Quiche to try to inltiatc some roform;
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That U.3 imporialisa’s nature is as reactionary as it is, is a surprisc
to no one. “hat is now is tho protense of bcing for "human rights." Carter
isn't the first one to play around with the word *concuptunl.” Kissinger was
the one to introduce 1t at the very moment when the bloodicst of all counter-
rovolutlons was boinz helped by the U.S. =- Chlile. By no strotch of imagination
eould these rulers accuse the Loft of “cohccptual weukness.,” Carter's fantasy,
as Rearan's, is equally hellow. It's the Lo r+'s task to complete the untinishod
statc of the latin American revolutions., &and they have rcma1n04 unfini«h.
whethor we look ot Solivia in 1952 or Nicaragua in 1979. ‘hat w;/in the Poli-
tical-PhilosthiE Letter of tiny 15, 1978, "The Iatin Amcriean Unfinishel devo-
lutiens,” is morc than cvor truo in 1980. Study also, please (in the Appeniix
to that Lettor), how Silvio Frondizi was caught in the Cuba illusion.

\ :
The wholc of Latin Amoriea is a tinderbox. No one is moxre hated, not

cven thoir own oligazchic military opprossors, then Yankee imporialiem. ‘lu

axpress our soliferity with them on that.  And wo fool 1t imporative to say thut

_unlcss 2 new bannor like Parxist-Humanism, which cxpresses what you're for and

not only what you're against, 1is uhfurléd, we will once again face ancther bar-

barie countor-ravolutlon.

%) Ixag

At the moment, U.S. imporialism is more prooccupiud, howovvr, with the-
MiAdle Bast, Tho latest flirtation 1s Hith Iraq. It would be casy to say that
that proves tholr desperstion, since Iraq ever since the 1967 Arab-Israeli wAT
has brokon off rolations with the U.5., is the staunchost anti-Israel, and if
“thoy don't call for a "holy war" against Ysracl, it is only because they aro
qupposeily secular loadors -- and would rathor have a nuclear war. But un-
fortunatoly, it is "ecorract" for the U.S. imperiadlisis to flirt with Iraq just
now, bocause whot unitos them presently -- anti-Iran -- is s0iid cnough for
tha many crooke? alliances tho rulors nﬁ both sides indulgo in.

That, toe, dous not tell tho wholoc story. The full truth, tho glass
truth, the irrcversibla affinity bogins with the countor-rovolution against tho
vory first and gonuino anti-imperialist rovolution in Irng, It was 1958, It..
a4A nothing short of undermining the whole structure of U.S. imporinlism in the
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Mitdle 3ast and, intce?, shake up the whole flobal structurce of U.S. imperialism.
"hat was known as the Baghdad Pact was overthrown. This world-shaking ovent
teok place, morcover, under a lcnder unaligned clither with Nassoer or Ba'th.
Under Kassim, the 1958 rovelution procceded to takc some acts of social revo-
luticn such as throwing tho landed aristoeracy out of power as woell as initia-
ting reforms both in relationship to higher workor'wagcs and considcrﬁble
housing, lisrcover, as & child of 2 Sunni-Shi'ite marringe, he gid goin support
of the Shi'itc poor

At thd zame timc that he oppose? U.S. imperialism, and the ruling class
within Iraqg, since hc_&id'notiwanf to subordinate himsclf 16 cither Nassor or
Ba'thism, the Ba'ih Party and the CIA cnllaborated in trying to overthrow
Kassim. At first thoy did not succecd, A Ba'th ruler thon, Ali Saleh AL Saidi,
admitied: "o rode into Baghind on’a CTA train," ‘That coup wau‘short-livcd;
falling in the same yoar, 1963, But it was.timn onough for the CIA to havo
providet lists of namcs of the Communist Party who had collabor1tcd with Kassim
2nrl thu Ba'th roevenge sunds murdered ma any whan, in 1968, thay returned -- and
are in power st111,

Onc ‘othor thing of a révolutionafy nature must be -stated. The beéinﬁinga
of ravolutlonazy foikvor in Irag &0 tack to the bre ak-up of ‘the Ottoman meira
and the Russian ?cvolution, eupccially the latter. Think of 1t -- and all you
Luxemburgites, be happy -- the very first group of Marxists in Irag, in 1919,
datus 1tself back to a member of Spartacus, I

There wore actually three Aifferont tondencies of llarxists in tho early
19205, and 2gain, in 1935, whon thoy were first'cnéaged in anti—imncrialist
work, Nonc aof this, Hdhcvcr, is in any'way vhatever ruflectcd in hussein, whose
anti-imperialism is as fake as Khomgini's, and whosc 1mbitions are as groat.
He wants to be tha lcator of qll of tho Arabs of all of the HNiddle East. Right
2t this moment -- and that's what T was referring to in the carly part of my
talk -~ hclis cngase” not only in buing an oil notcntato and in supprassing ull

opposition, hanglng cveryone from Jows to Communists, but in trying to onter
the oxcluvivo nuclu 1 elub, '
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5} Is lost Suropain Capitnlism JLFforont?

It isn't, of coursc, only U.3. imperialism's tontacles but those ol &he
whelo capitalist world, private or state, For Frince, please read carcfully
or. Jo Gaulle Frange both the 1958 and 1962-63 scctions of harxist-Humanism in
the ¥.5.1 A 29 Yoor Histery. Nor is it only France that 1s extending itself
to Irag ~- a0 lct's not forget Djiboutl and Africa,

“est Germiny, as the maln cconomic power in West Surope, holds the key.
It is a1l the morc ironic that 'est Zuropean capitalism is acting as if the
economie crisis is only in Amorica, and only it is indeeisive. The way West
murope has been, "escaping” from U.S. capitalism's "indceisivencss”, te it on
Afghanistan or the iilddle East, is to bow Bofore the ifiddle East potentates

’while 1ookipg for cvcry'opportunity'to gain monay from trade,.whother it be
supplying arms, nuclesr reactors, or grain. ‘

Take ﬁg Hondo's anaiysis, vhich haé to admit that the crisis i; ﬁof jd5£
of this yéar: in fnct, they entitled the scrieé of articles "The Crisisf Year,
7 and Stégfl&tion oo Beforo.” Tt 1s also cloar now that "prospercus fest Ger-
many" is by no mezng without erisos, or uremploymont, just bocause its infla-
tion iq on & much lower lovel than the othor cbuntr;cg. It %eeps explaining
1ts restrlctive policles as necessary to combat 1nflatioﬁ. Wﬁéreupbn the U.S.
says that whereas it's neé¢ssary to fight inflation, it "is not valid to follow
such policios simply to cut. their balance of pryments defleiis.” The Undexr-
secretary of;Stato, ﬂichard.N.'Gooper. said, "If Germany thinks that it can
eliminate its Aeficlt in an era of $100 billion defleits, it is exporting its
problem. That would be an anti-social act' (Businoss Mook, June 23, 1980),

Tho latest "Jorld Jovolopmont Report, 1980", issucd by the World Bank, |

is prelicting e giobul voonomic decline, not just this yeao Wat for the noxt
fiva years. And whilc it has to admit that it is Africa and South Asia that
will exporiencé "absolute povorty," that in fact Sub-Saharz will be worse off.
in 1990 than in ;980,Ait 1z ulso showing that thore is very nearly zero growth
in all industrialize” countrics.Up front sereaning for over mors, not so much
production but “labor prbductivity," is Prime Hinlstor Thatcher, that reaction-

ary who openly claims crodit (!) for the worst uncmployment -~ 9 peorcont --
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sinco tho Jeprossion. The Tezson sho is so-proud of her record turns out to be
that supposcily thare is no othor way to fight inflationt the workers must pro-
duee more and more and gut p2id less and less and less. She relies on her two

503 -- profits and militarization -~ to save her from the wrath of the Britlch
proletzriat who knew how 5 rid fhemsolvcé%%&pChurchill -~ a British lesson she

baettor leamm.,

In 21l industrialized countrices the rulars are talking of "rovitalizing
industry”, which includes gotting rid of 2s much living labor as possiblo, making
do with "robots". -- over specling up that productlon line ~-- and gotting stato
subsidics, as so-callo’l private industry has done ovor since its gory, primitive
birth to its goricr imperiulist extension from 1ts sup»r—exploitmtion of the

nation 2l ﬁro1ct int,

“hat.tho rulcr-cxploi ors don + know -- the onc thing they should have
lozarned from iarx who long ago ﬂiSCurn x capitalism s lay of motions the "abso-
‘1lute genexal law of accumulation” -- is that that unemployed army brings with
it also not only = Aceline in tha rate of profit (no mattcr kow big the mass of

profit), but tho gp.vcdigzors of capitalism when magsos in motion simn ite
death warrant.

ITI, Religion in Cencoral and Jo;usalcm in Partlcular in this Stato-Capitalist Ago

Isracl has_Bécn_moviné so steadily ‘o the“Bight that no reactionary acticn
should surpriso anyonc. Nevertholess, the world -- and this includes Pros. Cartexm
tho 1s still protending that the so=-called Peace Treaty ha enzincerad totwoen
Egypt and Israel will bring roal peaca to tho whole of the Middie East -- wasg
shockel by the timi_g, 1f nothing c¢lse, of the "sudlan“ fiat from the Knessct
that Jerusalem, mest and ‘lest, thet 1s, Arab ag well as Jewish, was "one"
was "indivisible," indee?, was the “oternal" capital of Isracl, as if really
its ordoer extondol into tho cons of time. .

If, howo#er; We t2ko a éécond, cbjcetivo look'dt that phrase, "if ﬂothing
clsa,” we w111.socthat it 1s, prcciscly, ‘the timing, the provecative timing, whizh
is the logical conclusion to tho cxtromist 1mparialist moves cver cince Menachen
Begin came to powcr, and.that yory}wgcg‘v%sitpd and approvad a controversial new
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Jowish scttlemont in Awab 1land. It has Zonc on and oxpande! over since. It is
neeessary, howsver, to limii ouwsclves to this year,

government
In ilarch, 1930 the / of Isrncl announced it would be taking 1,000

acres of mostly arab-ommel land, Tt was the first such major cxpropriaticn in
a2 Ageadz, znd the sceonn largest ever sinec the victorious 1967 war, Indeed,
by the mid-19703, Isracl pricd 30 pereent of East Jerusalem from Arad owncrship.
Could anyonc foubt when the biggest war hawk of them all, Geula Cohen, was
chosen to bring in a draft for the new status of Jerusalom that it would beo
anything but what is wag?

That tho nqo-fascigt rcligious fanaties calict Gush Emunim have no intern-
tion whatever of stopping was cleoar enough fron the prevailing terrorism --
not from tﬂc PI0 this time, but from that reactionary, religlous, Bionist group
who bombed the ecars of two Arab ma LYOT'S, maihing Mayor Bassan Shaka of Nabulus
aml ilayor Kerim ¥halaf of R2m2111h.

‘forse still, Jcn"chom Begin is stcnewalling the invLstlgation. Tho
corresponiont of the "ashington 3tar, Mhvid Halavy, askeds how did‘ it happea
that the Shin Bet (the Isracli FBI-CTA combined), that has an 85 percent success
rate in probing such torrorist scts, Qid not produce even a suspect? and wWasn'#

'-1t true that the hcaﬂ of that scerot police organisation resignel beeauss iena-
chem Bogin wosn't, giving nim a frce hand? Uhcrcupon MNenachem Bogin oniers the
fray with all the nyporritical hyporvoles ot his commands ".,.Never was a

calumny so adious 25 that dispatch " spifo Beﬂiﬁ's demagogle rhetorice and
the fact that ho also’ got Avraham Achitov, the head of Shin Bet, likewise to
say that his ruinr"tion w28 "in ne way" connaete 1 to soft-peialing, that that
was a "total lic," the general f;ol;ng throughout Israsl is that both the Shin
Bat head and the formor tefrp?isﬁ turnei Prime Minister doth protcst too much.

What is now -~ and 1t is by no means limited to Zionism -- is the new
politicizet forms of religion. XNor is it a quastion of whother you listen to
the monoy-uwisc electronle “evangolists," or you follew the 01d or New Testament -

or the Korzn, and quote iHuhammad, who 1s suppqsél to have saidy "Thoover Zoos on

a pllgrimage to tho Joxusalem sanctusry shall bo forgiven all bis sins."

The point, rathor, i3 why this rush to powor, Ono nced not go abrodad to
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see 1t is so. i1l onc hng to o is look right hoerc at the ilow dight, the Chris-
tian Religious Right, "o saw shat they 11d at the Aeagan conventlon. -And 1t
is clozr that, thoumh they now ars sctiling for Reagan, they, no more than the
KKK and the Naz will stop there, any more than Solzhenitayn stopped when he
zot religion and returrcd to tho Greck Orthodox Church,

Tho biggest BLuff of all in modern Russian 1itoraturs is containsg in
Solzhenltsyn'=s voluminous writings, %o it in the rewriting of the history of
the Russian Reveluiion, Lanin especially, or the so-called roturn to the simple
1ife of the Jark Iiifdle Ages which he has now baptizod as model, and, Lo and
behold, fhoy have bcgomo the Eniightencd kiddle Ages. The truth, however, 1s
always concrute, and what is concrete in Solzheniisyn's 1life (outside of flirt--
ing with the ilazls “wring “orld War II} is what happeuned hetwccn;1956, when
" Krushehev pormitte. the pubiicatiqn of Ong_Day in tho Life of Iven Daplshovich
vhen Salzhenitsyn was trying so hard to get ou£ of ﬁussia that he alignod with.
the Jewlsh dissidents -~ not something the Sreck Orthodox Church had been-asso-
ciated with, cither in the #iddle ‘Ages or the Teurist Blick Hundreds practicing
£he worst pogrons ~-= and last week's praise of the new women's libexatioﬁ
movenent in Nussia by this male chauvinist'cmlling himself wnman’é liberationist.
Tust 28 Khomcini kncw how to use taechnology, LupOCiﬂlly of tnpa5, and hypocriti-
cal, embrace of shor"s whon thoy faught arainst thc Shzh, not against him, so
Salzheritsyn krows how to use tho mass mella, not to montion thoe idcology of
the military brass about Russia as 3atan, Encmy No. 1.

- The rezl point is thisi the totality of the criscs, ospeclally since
1973-74 -- by no neans only on the Arab-Isracli waz, but “the ‘cconomic crisis
that resultel from tho oil cmbargo -- has shown that the undercurrent of rovolt
may -- and in somo cases, Ald -- load to revolution, It is this, especially
as it 1s ovolving in the last year, which has lod the éapitalisf rulors to flirt
with nazism and occultism all over again,

Occultism has over beon the eseape from reality, and since it doesn't
have quite as obnoxious an odor as nazism, non-taxable dollars arc spent on that
wlectronic miracls to bring the message to the publie. In any casa, tho New
Roligious Right, as in Begin's Isracl or in Khomoini's Iran, or the Christlan
Right hero, cven when thoy got masses to follow them, by no means asignifica that
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what the masscs want, and what the lealers aro striving for -- power -- has the
same motivation, ‘'lich is why Karl larx made so shary » distinetion batuwcen
the religion of the oppressel and that of tha oppressor. Tho whole theexry of
aliecnatlon starte? there. Follow the majestic historic gweop of Marx's goals
"To unmask human sclf-alicnation in its sccular form now that it has been un-

maskel in its sacre! form." larx gocs ont

“Religion is the sigh of the oppressod creature, the sentiment of a
hea.rtless worls?, and the soul of soulless conditions, It is the opium of tho
_people. The aboliticn of religiorn as the 11lusory’ happine.ss of men, is a de- -’
mand for their reali happiness... . ¥y '

"Religion 15 only tho illusory sun a.bout which mamr revolvas so long as '

4

ha does not r\.volw about himself.... . T
. "Han makes religiont religion does not mako man. Religlon is indeed

man's self~conseiousnoss and sclf-awarcness so long as he has not found himsclf
or has lost himsclf s'.gaiﬁ. But man is not an abstract being, sguatting ouvtside
tho world. ilan is tho human world, stato, socicty.”. (Critique of Hegol's
Philosophy of ﬂgg;c)

Nor was it only rn.ligion that Marx called "the opium of the pcoplo. The
samo was ‘truc of scicnco. 130 yea.rs beforo over tho atom was split, and out
of which ca.mc, not the most constructive new onecrgy forco, but the nobt destruc-
tive atomic bomb, uarx 'n:ote: "Tn h'wc ono basis for llfo ant anothor for seicneo

is a priori a lie."

W have bocn 1iving this lie Altogothor oo long. Stato-capitalism hes
reincarnatcd both Roligion anl Selonce as moves away ﬁ:om roal humon nouls and
new human rolations. The turing of tho clock backwards must bc stopped and
will Be stopnet whon we stol.'; separating the philosophy of rovolution from
scecial revolutinn. ' .




PART T'0:  LOXG iARCH OF ASVOLT, LONG [LRCH OF PHILOSOPHY:
TiTPZRATIVE  HEED FOR 4 Ni'7 RSLATICHNSHIP OF PRACTICE
TO THEORY

Fothingz is clther conceived or knowm in its truth
oxeept in so far as 1t is complotely subject to

method. )
' ~-Hegel, Scicnec of Logle, ¥ol.2, p.458

...c2usg is the highest stage 1n which the concrate
Notion as beginnirg has an immediate existence in

" the snhore of necossity; but it is not yot a sub-
joct which, as such, preserves itsolf also in lts
actual realization.

: --Hegol, Selence of Logic, Vol.2, p.A72 .

Tho ‘objoctive situation; whon one loocks, is not only the totality of the

myriad criscs,-bréught on by Accadent capitalism, in all-thodr gnrihogs that we
have just cxaminegdt, but the groaf poges of freolom boing written by the insur-
gont Pﬂlibh prolctgri"t carving out a4 ncow rcvolution:ry forn in the period when,
in the U.o., "the little shorties" ~- the 11, 12 and 13-ycar-old Blachk youth

in liiami <- arc pPrticip}ting both in thc revnlt .inat the police state and
helping the hﬂults rLJcct the ostablishcd Black loadorship, looking only at
thomselves to bring forth liburty. ‘ :

" These two ovents will make thc dcfininﬁ of our organiuational-philosophic-
nowspaper tasks wasy, whothor wo grapple with our 25-year history or just work '
out the tasks for the yoar. Lot us-turn at once ‘to the breath of frosh air and

inspiration coming from masses in motion. - . .

I. All Roads Lood to Gdonsk, Poland, And...

The most exeltlng now form of frcedom”ih’thc'world today s bolng created
in Poland., Every dny brings news of unprocelonted acts of rcbollion by the
Polish workers. Yhat startol out as the occupntion of tho Lonin Shipyards in
Giansk ant bocamo 17,000 strikers in threo other cltics s00n snowbrlled and had
no loss than 50,000 other workers Jjoin thom, and 200 factorlcs wera shut down,
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“hat sceme ot onc place to ke Just opposition to high meat prices aud
at anothor place just o strike in oprosition to the firing of lirs. Anne Walen-
tynowicz who had bcen active in the 1970 sirike and who was firod a few months
short of being entitle! to roeeive o rensicn, so broadenel and widenci the
partieipation that we now have a goneral strike, ineluling other industricl
units from airernft and toxtile rlants, to elty gnrbage eolleaters and bus
drivers. 'That startcl out as demands for A rise in wages became, 2t cne and
the same time, 2 demand for froo trade unions as well as frac speech, free pross,

free TV communications,

Inﬂcni, tho shipyard strike cvoryone was talking about ag the first
occurrc! in fact hftcr six fall wacks of* non-stop labor wnrest that had bagun
with 3,000 railwzy men who rsiqucd cn nominating indepondent candidates Por
workers' council cloctions, This roport(by Eric Bournc in the Christion Scicnce
lonitor Aug. 13, 1980) is indecl borme out not.only by ethex reports in the
daily press, but by whot we. hnar from within Poland Ly. tho strikers and intel-
loctunl dissidcnt ‘ : !

IndCcﬂ_ what worrics the Comn:nist rulers more than anything is the faot
thet a small Aiss sident group of nainly intclloctuhls 0&1104 the Uorkerb Social

- Seli-Dofense Conmitteo (KOR) which was ustablitht in the micd- 19?05 from thosa

who had bucn fire? or lmprisonct® \whoso spokcsman is Jacek kuron). has oxprcsaul
woro than solidarity with theso workors, by establishing a cn—ondinating com-
mittec that, at onc and the some timo, tells workers of strikes in other rogions
and tells thc estorn pross tho actual situation in contradiction to what the
official press enxries, As Kuron, who is once again in prison, put it: "It i3

a solidarlty strike, and has a political character. It is a step toward a free
trade anion -- o vory important stop. Thesc committoes exeatc an absolutely

new situntion,”

By now {NY Times, Aug, 28, 1980) tho shipyard workers of Gdansk havo truly
¢stablishel "o world apart,” and right within o totalltarian land at thmt. Thedr
occu,_uLUn —-- occupation, not just strike -- thoy aro not only fanning out across

~the whole country ant have international ropresontatives of labor from Fianco,
Norway and Austria, but they ostablishel tholr owm systom of intornal broadeast ting
ovar loulspeakers so that ovory warﬂ of the nogotiating secasions with governmont
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roprosentatives is pipel out to workers lounging on tho grass or clustercd in
Aiscussionsi 900 delegates from other factories are im the conferenco-hall
and they tape-record the sessions fnr the workers in their dsiricts.

The oxhilagation of preducing their own newspaper -- Solidarity -- is
catching on with cven somc goverament journalists thore. And o dissident spokes-
‘man -- YWestorn TV camoramen who concontrate so on pictures of the Popo on the
shipyard gate, do notei -~- criticlzet Cardinal Jyscynski's statement; saying
"The workers will ddsregard it. They aro too determined,” And they -- tha
workers -- now numbcr no less than 300,000.

"Thether the Communist totalitarien gOVanment will attompt to put it
down blooﬂily, thou*h tho workors thus far have not uscl any arms, it is abso-
“lutely impossible to dim tho penetrating illumination cast by this greal revolt,
both of conditions in state-capitalist lands calling themsolves Communist, and,
- the burning desirs for froedom, Poland especially has been the place of rcvolt
over since 1943-44 whon, as we_wrote thon,"All Roads Lead to Warsaw," vhen the

Jowish ghotto wes the first to revolt ti1l desth and then when Stslln's Rod
Army stayel outsife of “arsaw as the Nazis put the city to the torch after the
uprising. ‘

In 1956, Poland again was tho stimulus which lol to the great Hung..rian
Revolution -- and its bringing onto the historic stoge Marx's Humanist Essays.
These Yiscussions laste?! longer and wore broador in Poland, so much so that
not just the dissidents wcro'calling for a now humanism, btut the official
philosophor, Adan nchﬂff, likewisc had to make 2 gesture toward Marx's Humanien,

The 19605 weovealed still anothor facet ~-. tho politicalization of the
strugglos end the cnalysis, using woll-known lorxist catcgories, in tho "Open
Lettor to the Party” by the young Kuron and Hodzolewski, whosc analysis of

Foland wous ns gtate-copitallst.®

In 1970 tho spontancous upsurgo of Polish workers** again inspii‘erl the

*  This lottor was publishcﬂ as o soparatc pamphlet by Intnrnational Socialisn
in England, in 1966.

#* Yo poproduce! the 1970 minutos of the shipyard workcrs' meeting, smuggleod
out of Poland, as a scparnte pamphlet.
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whele world {(and also was tho very ground on which Chapter 8 of Phllosophy and
Revolution, “State Capitalism and the East European Rovolts," was creatoed. Be
sure to rorocad 1t -- it deals not onty with the strike but "The Movament From
Practice Ts Itseif a Form of Theory" as woll as "Once Again, Praxis and the

Quast for Univorsality.")

Yhat we hove now In the 1980 general strike is, at onc and the same time,
a 40-ycar-long strugple for freedom and one that will not be silenced oither
on the front of stwusgles or the front of political ceonomy or that of rhilo-
sophy. Oncc such o flare is sef up.'itrlights up the world.

++oThe Road to the Black Chetto, USA

The maturlty of our age 1s scon also in overy act of nppositien tc‘thc_
povers-that-be oven when thore is no revolution and even whore it scems to be
as isolatel as tho Black ghetto of. Miami; '

For one thing, when at the bogiming 1 nontfoncd that 30 porcent of the
Black youth are unemployed, I was;jusf q&ﬁiihé'thu NAACP report’ which, whilq
higher than what tho‘govcrnﬁont raports, is, in fact, complotcly'untrue. In
the Black ghottos of tho North as well as the Souﬁh, ond specifically in '
Libcfty City of liieml, 8 out of overy 10 Black youths are out of work. And so
filthy are the living conditions thore, that so~callod Libverty Clty is roforred

to as "Gorm City,"

Tho Hiami Courler, o Black biwcekly, rovealed ono.othor fact that is
quite exciting, It 1s about "the 1ittle shorties.® The little shorties rofers
to some of the most militant Blacks in that rovolt who wero no more than 11,

12, anf 13 years old, and who obviously arc best at throwing bottlos and stonos
at ovory passing vhiic motorist. And whon an adult, Homor Brennan (who is 27)
spoke up, he said, “You know, a lot of us aren't scarel of dying no moxe." He
was reforring to the faet that ho was a Vietnam vetoran and ha hnsn‘t‘found con-
ditions new in his homotown any bottor. Insofar as the Miami Blacks aro con-
cerncil, they struck not only at the Govornment, but tho establishod Black leader-
ship In cr out of thc FAACP, Urban Loague, SCGLC. "No need for bulloté," sald
another, "Uncmploymont and inflation ero killing us."
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At onz of the public housing projeocts (the James . Seott), the reporters
were belng chased anay and then ssmeone yelied at thoms "And onc move thing.
Toll thesc old Black leaders to stop jumping in front of the television cameras,
glving intervicwus, bccausc.thoy do not spzak for us." The most serlous lesson
to learn from the iliami uﬁrising which few are oven listoning to is the com-
Heote rejection of leadorship, And that, the rebellious made clc;r, applios
nost sharply to the Black leadors whe think that what thoy did in the 1960s
entltles them to leade ‘shlp evormorc whereas, in fact, insofzr as they are con-
cernel, it is all a pcrlod of “broken promiscs.” The new revolts will not stop,

and neither will the searéh for 2 philosophy of froelom.

II. Our Tasks

¥ow, then, you con view with ncw cyes how the six organizatlonal rani-
fications we saw lnoning ahcad in the Draft Perspoctives, Tomorrow is Now, have
" galneld an cvor grcitcr vrgeney, whether thesc foeus on tho expansion of Hews &
Lettors to a 12-pager and tho 335,000 Fund noolel to assure that and othor wor!
ineluding expande” garticipation in mass activities of Blacks, Youth, Labor,’
cmploye:l-ana’ uncmployo:, and Homon's Liberation, or the completion of the book,
_ Rosz Luxembuiyr, ”qncn -5 Liboration and Marx's Philozophy of Rcvolution,

This yerr, as we are gotting ready to appeai with the 12-pgger as tb@
regular’ format of ilows & Lotters and to Findish the book, we do.havn, nccidéntally
or othozwise, the 2dvantage of looking at our 25-year history., In many respects,
the first five yoars roro the most difficult and tho most fundamental, as thoy
laid the ground, nhilosoPhically, politically, organigationally for tho existence
of ilarxist-Humanisn on U.S. snil, o

¥irst and forcmost ig that which charactoriﬂcdbus from our birth. ?d, at
ore anl tho same time, listened to naw volees from bolow and singled out new ro-
volutlonary farces whose movomont from practico was itsolf form of thoory, as
woll as taking on tho responsibility of filling the tRooretfe void in the move-
ment sinee Lonin's dcnth, and transconding it, +that is to say, rustating Harxisnm
for our own 2o, ‘Thoro we stross that listening to tho new voices doos not froe
the intollectuals from their responsibility of what Hogul énllod Absolute llethod,
or "Solf-Thinking Idee,” it is alse manifost that the Idon eanob itsolf think
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wilthout human boings thinking it.

Ye eontinued to dig deep for American mots, not only whon we first
startel, but as a constant characteoristie, so that in the mid-iQ?O;, W& also
producel, first, Amorica's First Unfinished Bovolution, and then The First {1877}
General Strike in the U.S.: Then and Now, and most recently, "Aucrican Black
Thought and Black Reallty™ you'll be discussing undor Organizational Roport..

It is this typc of theorctical wdrking out what is, as rclevant for history
2s for method, i.o. dialeetics of analysis of curront events whichnow that we

are transforming tho paper, ncerds to bocome a rogular feature. For this, we
neel 2 whole nuclcus of 'philosophers,” or political analysts, 1f you insist,

Outside of 'praxis" nothing is less understood, though most often-rapcaﬁod,
hardly more than as if it wore a cliche, than the words "method”, “dialceties”,
“here these ore not weduced to a "neans” or a tool, thoy arc usel as a mero
'substitutg for oymamism, Dynamic vs. static is about as far as vulgar material-
Ints pormit themselves to go., That is not whﬁt'dialcctics —-- that dcvélépmdnt
through nctJonly contradiction but absolutoe ncgativity'F- means. Therofore, let
ne roint to at least 2 fow cvents nf cur own past to show how tho unalysis'of
one period can Indced show the method for analyzing a curront ovent, - You sew
what I Aid ﬁith the analysis of Guatemala in 195%, or rathor, with U.S, inpor-

_ialism's counter-rovolution in Guatemala in 1954, in order to analyze the Ala-
lactic of dovelopmonts thore right now. | )

And I daro say that if T had tricd to use China as an cxamplo, it would
be too casy since I analyzol Mao in 1949-50, in 1954-55, and again in 1957-59,
1965-68, and finally talked of Hdo's Last Hurrah whon he was still alive zind had
suppressel the Shc.;l%bl%ﬁz-%l.tiois %%aﬁfﬂ%‘%,}smé&'so Hang Xizhe's "For o Roturn to Con-
uinoe Harxism in China " (the title in Chincse 1s . "Struggle for a Clana
Dictatorship of the Pro;ptariat") which 1s alive and growing while Mac roally
is dead -- and not only physically, but-philosophically, be it the allogued

Great Leap Forward, nr the so-called Cultural Hovolution.

For that mattor, take the Tranian Revolutisn of our time which was boxn
out of the groatost, most poworful, and susiaingd mass mobilizations fer months
on ocnd bafore the threo-day ingurroetion of Feob. 9-12. At the same time, tho
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workers who haid been out en general strike har refuged to turn over thelr guns

even when the Ayatollah commonded, them, 411 sorts »f spontancous organizations
arose, by no means limited to formor pusrrilla groups. Quitec the contrary.
There were shorns, women's liberationists, thoxo were workers' couneils, thexe

were ajumenis,

and in 211 of them youth was dominant. There was alse no end to the
freelom of the press and the great attraction for the student youth of new
Harxist translations and of thoss Marxist groups, the most ungcriy-sought aftér
were these who wore indepondent of any state pOWCT, ‘The most persistent fighters
for sclf-detcrmination were also the most organizod, and it was not only tho
Kuwds. but the Axcbz, Becausoe they were all ba:t of the mass revolutionary out-
burst which overthrew the Sheh, they felt confident in pontinu;ng the fights
for gonuine sclf-determination, cven as the Women's Libcration Movemeni aimed
at-apening up a‘sccond chapter of the revolution as theyr were Invelvud for five
days in continucus merches under the banner, "We made the revelution for free-

dom and got unfreelom,”

But it is Khomoini who is in the saddle, trylng to roll it all backward.
He,-on the cne hand, and Begin, on the othar, arc every bit as reactionary as
the "two dominant,nﬁclcar powors -- the U.8: and Russia, Imparativo!.tQ9rqfore,
is thec question that preocéupies us this ycar: rospongibilities of intcllectuals
who arc Marxigts, If you will look back into the Archives, you will séo that
on April 30,.1962, the Hockly Politieal Lettor was entitlod, "Thuoroticlans at
the Crossroads,. Or Towards & Now Formulation of the Rolaticn of Theory to Proc-
tice.,” And I wrotc, not to thuse who never triel to £i11 the theoretlc void
sinco Lenin'z death, but as 2 challenge Mroetol to the now African leaders:

o now scc added to the patchwork of "African socialism” and "communo-
erney” and "African personality” and "Nogritudo", not to mention
Touru's “Tumued T31 Re-Afrd cand zation”, somcthing called "Nkrumahism"
which runs the gamut of "uniting” Ganlnl sud Lonin, and CND and Pan--
Africanism, =nd just plnin Osagyefo-ism. : =

Now, look at tho veory 1&t55t appearance of thé new Roliginus Right rlght
horo, and know thit I warnel against it whon 1t first nanifosted iteolf in tho
late 1950s as "ilral Rearmamont" which triel flirting with Azikwe. Yhich is
why I analysodl it in tho pamphlet with that long namo, Mationaliem, Communism,

6268




=24

Harxist-Humaniqm and the Afpa-Asiap Revolutions in order to stross that the
bittle of ideas ig overy bit as important as the revelutions themselves,

Yhat I'n trying to articmlate is that when you witness some phenamchon
that scems to have arison clear cut of the blue, don't ‘espalr. It isn't all
that new, You will finda one‘or another form of it in the Harxist-Humanist
"Archives”, whother that bo on Harx's "Economics", as in my 1944 Qutline of
darx's Capital, or ag in the 1974-5 global erisis and the neal {o battle also
with Ernest Mandel and Tony C1iff; or for that mattcr, the Black Dimension,
whéther back in 1943 when 1 fought both the bburgeois Myzdal and the 3lack in-
‘tellectunls who ennitulated 4o him -~ anA this yoar you will also have “American
Black Thought and 3iack Reality," In:a word, it isn't history “ag auch”; it is’
. dialectics which ig the method to judzs the noiw, - ' )

For examplc; by 1966, whon lao launche:! tﬁc so-callod Culfural Revolution
which so bofuddle! the Left, in Japan, too, even theso who talked of stato-
capitalism lept theoir distance from "philosophy" which;,though thoy msal it as
an abstraction, 25 in fact Lenin's Philosﬁnhic'Hotcbaoks, rot to mention our
extension of it, It chamc cleer then that we alone could work out Lhilosophy

and Rovolution, ‘evon as it is clear today that we alonc can work out Rosa Luxon.-
burs, Yomen's Libaratinn;‘and'ﬁnrx's Fhilosorhy of Revolution.

It wés no'accidcht (nor 6nly related to the objoctive situation of Cartor'g
drive for war) that wo Posel tho question of oxpansion of Nows & Letters, The.
more fundamental rooson Wag tho imporativoness of philosnphy as.actiﬁn, ané the
nco:, thercforo; of a philesophic nucleus, whethor that be overy Hayxist-Humanis'
a philosopher, or ag a sort of thought-exuding nucleus, It goes withont saying
that it's neoiet nost if wo ara fully to comprahend why the Hosa Luxemburg book
has the title it hag, '

Nor do I noan thnt the throo parté — Roéa Luxomburg, Yomen's Liboration,
and Marx's Phllosophy of Revolutinon -~ arg of‘cQunl noﬁness. I moan that nuver
bofore has jlarx's philosophy of ravolution bcon,fully_prcscntcd; at bogt, 1t woy
2 theory of prolectarian revolutlon that was stictly political,

I mean alzo that it could not have bogn presonted in full, beeause vo did
not have 2ll of his works untii reeontly, It is for this reason that I considny
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it also no accldent that we startol publishing the book not with Chapter 1,

“Two Turning Foints in Rosa Luxcmburg's Life,” but uith Marx's Ethnological
Hotokooks, or more nreelscly put, "The Relationship of Philesorny and Revolu-
tion to “emen's Libexation: iarx's and Engels' Studies Contrasted,” That is

to say, just os the question of "Tumoen's Liberation enuld not fully be undexrztood
as a Marxist vhen thinking that Marx and Engels were cne, so larx's total philo-
sorhy of revsluticn could not btoc as fully worked out as i1t will be in this book
beezuse we do Finelly have nearly the whole of Marx's writings

It is thore, i,c. in the BEthnological Notebooks, wherc Marx returns to
the quostion he first posed in 1844 -- the Man/Momen relationship as the mani-
fostation of the yaole of human rolationships -- and in the Crundrisse, 1857,
where he doscribe, the human relationshlip as "the absolute movement ot teconing."

.The rela tionship of thoory to practice.ls not the aaaicst nroulemat'c
 to work out, as it changes with uvcry historlc pcriod in overy bistoric culture,
with cvory Llffcrﬂnt country, and abovo all, in the. rolntionbhip butueen the
mass movemcnt when it is in motion, and thoe countcr—rcvolution and its strength.

Not- to mention the vhole world context,

The ovbrriding quostinn is thist since it is only now ~- 100 years from
the last writing of Harx (and through the Dthﬂoloplcal Hotebooks, sco also with
new eyes that 1881 Prcfauc to the Russian adition 6f ‘the Gommunist Manifosto) -
that wo can grappic with ncarly all the writings of this founder of a whold now
continont of hhought, this ﬁrusonts a now challonze to the whole Narxiot move-
ment and tho noot to face not only tho rglntionship of philosophy and ruvolut;on,

but alzo -phi 1osophy of ravolution.

Ono of the mony now things in the 25-year history of Marxist-Humanism --
and nearly N0 yoars sinec the ut...to-cnpi‘belist thegory -~ 18 & fact we didn't
fully grasp when e Tirst worked out thc latter thoory. Tt is this: if stato-
capitalist thcory foos not cxtend itself to Marx*st-?unnniﬂm, thors is nawhero
for theoreticians of stato capltalism to go. Oncc thoy disclosc what is and
what they arc against, without working out what thoy are for, they will chico agalin
land in tho pirc of tallonding ﬁpw stato powors, as was shown by CLRJ's toil-
cnding Castro -- ho cven rowvoto, that is, gave it a now twlst ina fantustloe

6270




~26-

new preface o Black Jaeﬁbin -~ Fkrumah plus “"tho bcwilﬂcrinh profund*tics ef -
ime" (Radienl Amorien, Neve ember, 1971} (4And I might add the statc-capitalist
theoreticians 1ike 4 Tony CLLff who woren't port of thz Johnson-Forost Tlndbnny -
indect, refuse! e nuch as 9y vote for us at tho Fourth Intcrnational con-
forance since he way golng to wait to complote his erely ceonomdst analysis,
100king for something cal‘nﬂ “eause” rathor than SubJLCt - hivcn t fared any’
better cither on vanguard "party to 1&ad", or on attitudc to state-capitalist
societies cz2lling thomsclvos Communism. ) o ‘ '

e, on the ethor haned, .were. working. -out, with tbc new forcas of revolu-
tion -- Rank-and-filc iabor,’ Black, Youth, Yomsén's Libcrﬁtlun -~ as well as tho
bolf-Thinking Idea, thet is to say, the self-dotermination of the Idca of
Frocdom, Marxist- ~Humenism £5r our ag '

Thus, whothor it was with tho Black masses as vanguard. which nroduccd

averything from Froedom Riddrs -Speak For' Thcmsclvos and Amor:ean_g;gilgzaiigg

on Trial to Indisnant Heert: 4 Black Horkér's Journsl,' or with the‘soﬂtinn nf.
the Zengakurcn that lad broken from Communism and warc r0+hinking Harx's Humaniss
Ussays; whother eollaborating with the Freo Speech Movonnnt whore, again, it was
not only activity but spcuking nn,"ThOEhco*y of ﬂlionation: Hhrx's Debt to Hccel"
or with the Eagt T uurnpean Aissidents who coul1 be sald to huVO bacn tho .ov-authens,
of: Chapter 8 of Phignﬁowbz ahd Rovolution: whether it was tho Shong "u-licn s
hither China? that wo rcxproc.i.u:c:-q and includedl in Philnsoshy and Rcvoluticn. or
what is presently renifesting 1tsolf in +hc new dlasident manifbsto, "Fox a Ro-
turn to Gonuino Horxigh in. China," by Uang Lizhe, and as wWe arc now cxvanding
Nows & Lettors ane finishing tho Rosa Luxonburg book, it 13 clear that the ceaso-
less work on thaery 1s every bit as hapi ns mznual labor: by no means ean Theory
and Fractice be seporntod and still achiove a succossful revolution.

Thore is no ury of sopara+iug dntng rqu boinr without losing the multi—
mcnqionality of the human hoing, that is to any, its Univorsnlity ~- tho
atruggle for, an’ nchieVomnnt of total frcoﬂum.

Put diffcrantly, bo it tho Yong march of Tovolt, or tho long mavch of
rhilosophy -- but T don't moan the 2 +500 years Hogol kopt in viow, but "only"
the 0 yoars since the age of rovolutions w- Industrial, rolitieal, socini,
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intollactual, openot by thoe Amorican-French Rovolutions of the late 18th cen~
tury -- 1t is in thoso dialectics of literation that the relationship of theory
and practice is worke' out in such a totally now way thnt full frcedom comes

to e, -~ Raya Junayavskaya, Aug. 30, 1930

*

Toward that ond, it mny be valuable to'add here the core of
what T said on the relationship of philosophy to leadership, *

".v.Tt is the nature of the fact, the netion, which
causcs  the movement and development, yet this
same movererit is equally the action of cognitiun.

: --Hegel, Philosophy of tind Hind, para, 577

Prolegomeng - -

T've put this seemingly pratentious héading, ingtend of writ-
ing simply Preface, or introductory remarks, in arder to stress ihat, instehd of
"Elections"” being morely a naming, ox fight for, "positions”, not to mention a
lot of fuctionalism; our executive sossion has always beon a matter of summing
up the convention, in the sense of seeing what znd if the Perspectivcs have ‘been
modlfied so that ‘the- loadaership, elected to carry. out those Perspectives measure
up to the Individualism "purified”, as Hegol put it, ™of 211 that interferds
with its Universalism, i.e. froodom," " ° . Both tho tasks of tils year --
from expansion of papar to completion of the new book, and from mass activity
to classes on our Politieal-Philosophic Letters and our History -- and the pre-
paration for the next plenum must be crentively worked out in a way that wo have
both continuity with the Marxism of Harx, as well as our origlnal contributions
for our ago, tosted in thu_objgctive‘world. In a word, becouse of the crucial
1mportancg of philosqphy;lecall this intrvduct;on'Prolegomena.

. Therefore, lot us take & look, no mafter how briefly it must

- of necessity be} at what organizational probliematic has meant to Karl Marx, to
V.I. Lenin, Rosa Luxemburg, Antonio Gramsci, Loon Trotsky, and those who broke
from the latfor in order to analyze the putrid roality of Stalinism and ‘Yorld

War II, .

TP Ty Sy o

Unless you recognizo Marxism ns a whole now continent of
thought, you cannot but divide Marx up into economics, politics. a littlu bit of

*This proaontation Has givon to tho Exocutivo Scsslon of tho Convanticn, Aug 31.
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philosophy anl "no thoory of tha prrty," - Fow, whornaa 1% is truc he hzad no
theoxy of the party as we know it since Lonin' s hat Is_To Bo uono?, uhat iiarx
thought of as "party" uns orpanization -85 tondoney -~ politieal-nhilosophic
fendency so that the class nature of & workers' organization mevos. ffom spon-
tanelty to a "party of their own', which becomes what he descrilbed communists

to be. That is, though an integral part of the workingclass, cnmmunists,in Harx's

view, have a view of the class strugels as a whole, and not just of the immedi-

ate demands; and they are internationalist and not nationalists,

After Mar:\g unfurled that great historic, class and internation-
2l boanner in the Communist Manifesto, and participated in both the 1848 Revolu-
tlon and the greatest revolution: of his day, the 1871 Paris Commune, he criti-
clzed .unflaggingly the 1875 Socia.l Democratic Party. Only Lenin mbasurcd up
to Marx's Critique of the Gotha Program, and not with "Party" but with State
end Revolution; and only Tenin measurod up to 1861 with his 1920 Taosis on
tha Natlonzl and Colonial Questions. -~ yes, indced, if not through Borlin, ‘then
‘perhaps through Polking! : P R ’

Let's not forget that, tho_ﬁgh, we rejoct the "vanguard party to le2d”, . cven
in that 1903 ovrogram, Lenin Ad underplin it with “thore can ba mo snccessful ro-
volution without.a theory of revolution,” Which is something the latest Bri-
tish book on Iarxism and the Party by John Melynoux. suzely fails to do. - And
Lenin did critic;].zc: himsolfl‘as soon as the 1905 revolution bruke out. The
British SWP seua‘_that without making as many changes in their 1980 concapt as
Lenin dld in 2905. ‘“Mhen Molynoux - doos got to mention lenin's Philosonh:l‘.c Note-
books, ha has noxt to nothing to say, excusing himself on the ground that he'll
discuss philosophy whon he deals. with Gﬁmsci, but then he deals with Gra.mgci_'_s
rhllosophy, not Lonin' 8. -

The groat Italien rev;:iutionary 'a\ntoﬁio‘Grnmsci:, while "1m-'-l
prisoned in Hussolini's jail, was tho one rovolutionary in tho late 1920s and
early 1930s who was working out precisoly the. problem of the relationshlp of
thoory to'practic:, of philosophy te revolution. ,As he put it in his Problems

of Marxism L . . . .
"Tho philosophy of. praxis is consclousness full of contradictions
in which the philosophor himself, understood hoth individually sna as
an cntixc soeial group, not merely grasps tho contradictions, but
poslis himself as an oloment of tho contradictions and elsvatos this
¢lemont to a principlo of knowledge and therefore -of actiont *
. ==. Selections From the Prison Natcbooks

* Dut what Gramsc! called "hegemony” -- be it in winning over intellectuals to zhe
reveolutionary protetariat, or the worker who has a comprehensive concertlon of the
objective world and the battle of 1deas ag well ax the class struggie -- could, in
tse end, be won only by the "party,*
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Contrast this to Lenin's singling out from Fogel: "Cognition
not only reflects the world, but creates it." It doesn't even onter tho Tony
Cliff mentality of llolyncaux that that is exactly whore the great tragedy comos

in -= that wherens Lenin reorganized himself on dialectle, on Stato and fevelu-~
tion, on Imperialism, cn the National.and Colonial Questions, and in the Will.
rogdrding Bukharin, ho'stopped short of reorganizing hlmsélf -m the concept of
the party. ( If liolyncyx  had just paid atteution to that single word, dialecctic,
he would have gon: a great dea1 further than the whole 188 piges of his book, )

tiolyneux 's full Trotskyism comes out when he deals with Rosa
Tuxemburg. He is so happy that, though a vanguardist, he can now appcar to be
for spontaneity, that he dcesn't even know that he is'economist, as Trotsky was.
He steps right back into vanguirdism as ha attributes all Luxemburz's mistakes
te her not having nppreciated umevenness of dovelopment. Ah weil, he isn't im-~
vortant. “hat is is the fact that Lonin stopped short of roorganibing bis
concopt of the party, no mattor how fundamentally he did modify it, -especially
‘after 1905. And that is what 'is most relovant today, so let's go to Harxist-
Fumanism, instead, )

- fdave you rﬂecntly reroad my letters on %hc Absolute Idea? Read
the last part vhere I bogin arguing with Lenin bocausc he said that tho last
half of the last paragraph (Largor Léglc, II, p. 485; Leonin's ggglected Works,
Vol. 38, p. 234) of Hegol's Science of Logle is unimportant, He stopped, in-
stead,at tho first half of that paragraph, at the uord, “Nature Lenin says
that Hegel hore "brings ono within a hand's grasp of meterialism ... This is
not the last sentcnce of the Logic, but what comes aftor 1s unimportant.” My
argument was thot Lonin hadn't lived through what we had sufforcd -= thirty years
of Stalinism,

Yhat Hogel was telling us in that last paragraph was that ho
was rot through whon the Tdca had a form of Naturc, that there was still 2 long
wey to go through the Philoscohy of Hatura and Philosophy of Mind, and only then,
when you've gone +hrcugh tho whole of ‘tho E _ggyclopcdia of Philosophical Seicnces
would you know whot olsc was in atoro., In truth, he wasn't oven sab iQiicd with
that onding, and in the yoar beforo he died, he added tho three syllogisnms,
These roveal that ho 1)does nothing shoxt of throwing out the Logic ; 2) does
not really construct a System” + A8 13 soon in the.third syllogtsm which isn't
a syllogism, Instoad, Hegel Practicos the unity of thoory and practice, of
objective and subincbive, becausu once you have roached Aubjoct you noed néz'? 4
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"systenm"; thc other two forms -~ Nature, Mind -- arc vhers "it” is manifestod.
Fow all that remains is Mothod, Absolute Mothod, In a' word, Self-Notion as
Method 1s all a’ Subjeet noeds, '

As T discussed it with the RZB when wo took up the question of
loadership, Johnson found in Absolute Idea what he alrcady hadas_presupposition,
which he hed cxpressed as carly as 1944 in his "Fducation, Fropaganda, Agitation,”
'lhat scemed as a glorification of masscs from below wa a5, in fact, just pointing
to one truth -- tho workers acting spontaneoualy, in order to hide the great-
or truth -- that ho, 1like Shachiman, would saddle the workers with responsibility
for what we had to answor to history for <~ pur rcsponsib*lity. o we or don't
we have an his oric Tight to axist? ’

It was not onliaoppartunicm, huch lcss 6utright betzayal, that
impelled Johnson tc thoso positions. The drive to that end camo from “"not com-
plcting" the ochctiv1ty of the theoory of state-ca: pitalism with the indispensable
subaectivlty = not of Leador; Numcro Uno, but of Marxist-Humanist philDSOPhY-

It is too easy to gonfrom Harx's hunanibm to Marxist-Humanibm,
e permit mu a dctour via HegoL and Gcorgﬁ Armafrong-Kelly. ‘whe crittcized
Philosophy and Rcvalution preclsely at the point on Nethod which is lcuduruhip
rosponsibility, 1,o. Absoluto hethod. ‘ First, let us Wisten to Hegels

" In the absolute o hod, however, the universal does not mean tho
mcroly abstract but tho objcetively universal, that is, that which is

in itself the concrete totality but a0t as posited or for itqelf ves

The progress is the reforo not a kind of ovorfiaw, ,.*
- {3cience of logic, Vol II, p.471)

an George Armstrong-Kblly accused mo of "baptising” an un-
chained dialcetic as Absolute llcthed, and quoted me about "tho cogerey of the
dialoetie of negntivity for a poriod of proletarian xovolution as well as for
_the birth-time of history" when he know vory woll: 1) that Abqoluto Mothod was
Hegcl's CXpres sion, not ninc; and 2} what T callcd "unchained dialcctic“ wnas
what chal called "absoluto ncgativity®, and what harx (and I, Yorrowing from
Harx) cnllud 'nw passions and forcoa“ for rucoqstructing society on Humanist

berinnings,

In a word, tho poiht of difforence was not philosophy "in
genoral" but the Humanism of Herxism, which Marx drow both from "nogation of
the negatfon” and actual live human beings taking destiny into thoir own hands,
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That is why I chose tho quotoe from Hegel's Philosovhy of Mind with which 1 bo-
gan thils scetlomt "... it is/ﬁg%hro of ths fact, the notion, which causcs the
movement and development, yet this same movement is equally the action of cog-
nition."

2o you realizo that 1t is 100 yoavs since tho Etlwiological
Notchooks were writton and since that amazing 188) Proface to thc Russian cdi-
tion of the Communizt ianifesto, and that it is anly in our age that we finally

havs socn thoss "I'otobooks” of Marx and can truly say that we have his complcte
works and can sum up tHarx's philosophy of rovolution as “Frem a Critic of Hegel,
L)

to the Author of Capital and the Theordst of the Pormaneat Revolution, not
‘just of 1850, but 18817 ' " ’

t's exactly that, that is, philosophy as leadership, that
distinguishes us from all others, and, moreover, it distinguishes ue nat bo-
cause wo are in any ivory towcrs, but bccauso'phildsdphy which gghlcadershlﬁ,
is also acfion. '

- == Raya Dunayovskaya, Avg. jl, 1980




A Subreport to the Perspectives Discussion
on "Theory and our Archives", Aug. 30, 1980

THE PHILOSOPHIC-CRGANIZATIONAL STCRY .OF MARKIST-HUMANISM

Today «- alive == Seriohs:"phose.afe the thrge words the REB wanted this
Convention to keep as our focus while we discuss "Theary and Uur Archives” as a
continuation of our Perspectives Discussion this afternoon.

Now, if you mean by "today" all the crises of this degenerate state-capi-
talist world, through which we were taken on a tour this morning in the Perspec-
tives Report, "today" surely is spelied out as such an old, rotting decadence
that the new face of "religion" looks almost like the old fece of the Inquisition,
unti} you see that it is new, and therefore much worse. But if you mean by "to-
day" the new forces and passions for a truly human world.that we are our to create,
then today means a Perspectives for 1980-81 In which our “archives® are not-only
"alive and well" but constantly being transformed anew. :

" The truth ig that there’ 1s nothing more, NEW for.this Convention --. whether
you see 1t just as literature; or as true ground for the.whele new stogé of the
)2-page theoreticalvpractical N&L -- than the new history of our 25 years of Marx-
!st -Humanism., It is so new that it cannot even be:finished.until this Convention
is over, for we are writing, this weekend, the concluding. péges to.what then will
first begin that whole new stage -~ not only in.the actual pages of the rext three
issues of N&L, but as what will be presented to the Wayne State University Collece
tion in January for a new volume, tled tightly togethor with the completed chap-
ters of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Fhilosophy of Revolution.

Nothing better dispels the dusty idea thet the word YArchives" conjures
up than to grasp that what we are talking about is not Mexchives” but the philo-
sophic-organizational story of Marxist-Humanism: And this kind of history is'a
work of theory, itself, It is not a chronicle of, facts., It is a xecreation of
the selected moments of -8 living moveément that reveals what Hegel meart by “facts",
‘when he insisted that "face emerges ‘out of ground”; thag Muhen all the conditlons
of Fact are present, it enters into existence"; that “the Fact .1s before.lt gx-
lsts." . That s the true dialectic of the development of the theory znd the _
practice of Marxist-Humanism, ' Above all, what our history.concretely demonstratas
is that a theory which is rooted in Marx's philosophy of revolution is absolutely
inseparable from objective world deveIOpments! on the one hand, and our organiza-

tional development,ron the other, -

Nothing ‘shows’ that better than’'the fact that this new history we are:
writing was trself the result of a surprising dialéctic. Raya certainly had no
Intention of sitting down, in the ‘very midsf,df'pie-convention preparationsg, .to
write ‘the full 25-year history this turned out. to be. .But“something funny hap-:
Fened on the way to the Convention this year"-- hetween the time the Draft tneeis -
was written where we announged that this was our 25th annivarsary =- and sitting
down to write what was then concetved to be a brief introdiction to the reprinted
First Conference Bulletin of 1955, S

bay 4, 1980 was the catalyst,’ And that lecture, in turn -- on viewing a
celebration of Marxfs May 5 birthday in terms of the historic birth of Marx's
n*w continent of thought in 1843 -~ was given tn order .to have us see the whole
of_the new book, though it could not be completed untjl after the Conventlon.

The truth ¥s that the whole past year is a “chronicla” of all the con-
crate ways the wérk on the new book "Informed" our activitics.-- whether vhat 1s
the way Chapter I on "Before and After the Russian Revolution of 19057 41luminatel
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the Iranian Revolutions, not only of 1906-09, but of 1979-80; or the way that
work resulted in the invitation to Columbie University for a talk on the 75th
anniversary of the 1905 Russian Revolution through the eyes of today -« which
attracted to it new participants in an anti-drafe vally held that same day on
that campius; whether &t s the way the new book “informed” Neda's creative new
Farsi pamphlet on Women's Liberation or inspired the letter to the Youth on Marz's
revolutionary journalism when it was recalled that so much did Marx feel he was
working out theory for the workers to share ancd help -develop further, that he

‘had written "Wage Labor and Capital® directly for his newspaper.

There is not a single chapter that did not have some direct organization-
2l conclusions -- and none more so than the chepter thac is not yet written, but
was presented in lecture form at that May 4 meecing. It was in viewing the whole
40 years of Marx's work, which only our age has been able to do, that you could
5e¢ not only the totality of the whole, but the. totality within each period, and
within each work. The power of seéing Marx as a whole new continent of thoughe
was equalled only by the.power of realizing that that is a unigue concept which
is ours alone, ''Sp that: this History is yet one more proof of how profoundly

ds _ours slone at: ‘
1980 informed the new book, and how the nev book Informed 1380,

Let's consider what .it meéns,'fbr(eﬁgmple, thet in.stopping to ceclebrate
an anniversary in.i980, the emphasis this tive was on the need to start with
1955, and not a day before. We've stopped at several other moments to view our
birth through the new eyes of whatever "today" we happened to be in. We have
gone back te the very birth of the'State-CapitalistﬂTehdeqcy.in_;sal,'and.cer-
tainly often.to the b reakthrough on the Absolute -Idea in'1953,

Indeed, the insistence that this time the @ssay on our birth. had to-bepin

with 1955 -~ far from leading to an ignoring of what 1953 meant -- was precisely -
. what madé ‘it necessary to write dn entirely separdta, wholly different, and

vholly new essay on that ‘breakthréugh = which chen turncd out to be not on 1953
but on the whole period 1949 through to 1954, because it had become clear that
not only wes the first divergence between the twe co-founders of the State-Capi-
talist Tendency not over the Beria Furge, or Stalin's death before that, or even
the Letters on.tHe.Abéolu;edeea,'but that it had emerged, unnoticed at the tiun,
all the way back in the 1949-50"letters .on Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks.

-And now, it‘suddenlﬁ became obvious that it was all related %o the new -
rtage of production that had been born = Automation -- and the revolt against
it, that demanded a new stage of cognition. How could it be that it was not
until chis year, 1980, that Automatipn.was_seen as being.as Important in the de-~
velopment of Marxist«Humanism and objectively what eventually entailed the.break
with Johnson, as World War II had been in the development of State-Capitalise
theory which had entailed the break with Trotsky?

Isn't it the work on the new book that has glven us such a new apprecta-
tion of what continuity and discontinuity means that all. these roots of our
birth, important as they are, are presented this tima2 »ss Prologue? And that
Part I does not start until we actually begin News & Lettara as totally new kird
of paper, and N&L organization as totally new kind of organization?

Lenin, you know, denied, in the discussions in 1907, that Bolshevism be-
griv in 1902-03, because he gaild they didn’t know they were a whole diffevent
iendency then. It was 1905 he dated as their birth because it was the debates
over what Marxists should do tn the great 1905 textile scrikes that £irst made
them conscious of the divergence between the Bolsheviks and all the others, It
is always the urgency of ‘the objective situation that makes abstractions sudde:ls

VATY coucrete,
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And once it does become concrete, once you are consclous of your continu-
'ty and discontinuity -- that is, of how Merx's Marxisn has to be spelled out aneu
for your ége -~ only then can you f£irst begin to develop it. .Only after the
bresk did Marxist-Humanism become & new beginning that.could détermine the end.
That is precisely what the first "chapter" of our story - the flve years from
1955 through 1959 which we call "Laying Theoretic and Practical Foundations and
Tstablishing New International Relations" -- represents.

&* * *

I believe that 1t is.the history of Marzistadumanism that will help us
to grasp the concentration of the new book on how philosophy informs vour theory
and how theory informs your sctivity. Whether you want to see that as a movement
from Universal, through Particular, to Individual, or not -« the truth is that Af
veu view theory as a living force, as an active mediation, you will see that it
nust both look back at philosophy and forward to practice, and that the process
goes in both directions. - : L : ' i

L

. Let's take a closer'lock at what that weans in torms of theery as antj~
fdpation and theory as intervention -- which is one concrete way of seeing’that
theory is informed by philosophy and itself informs practice. #nd lat's do it in
three differentiways: 1) initerms of the lateat event on the world objective scene;
2) Iin terms of one of .the! chaptérs' In the new book}'3) in terms of ouxr history,

1) The most excifing event of the pest week 1s. the mégnificent strike
“of the Polish workers for higher wages and freedom of the press. - Raya this morn-
ing reminded us that our paths crossed with Polands' as far tack as 1943~1944 .
with the thesis .that "All:Roads Lead to Warsaw." And the Polish frcedom story’
itself goes back for centurles.” So persistent,. so ihAtransigent was the ‘Polish
resistonce to Tsarist oppression, ‘the center=point of Eurcpean reactlon in Marx's
day, that ‘it had led Marx to:title the Poles "the 20 millfon heroes" who:were
"standing between Europe and Asia," And he emphasized the greatness of their
.revolutionary character again in singling them out for their role in the Paris
Commune. ‘ aT e T : ‘ R .

Today the Polish freedom story continues in a new form -- it {5 one of
vhe most significant elements of the whole East European revolt that began in East
Germany on June 17, 1953, .And it is one that we have been part of and, indeed,
anticipated from our very*blrth.--Tuke the very Letters on the Absolute Idea that
finya wrote in May of 1953, after the.death of Stelin (and -after the difference of
cttitude had emerged in regard to'what American Marxists should have to say on that
death «- which T will not go into here, it is all there in the Prologue.). We all
know the story well, that the date of Raya's breakthrough on the Absolute Tdea as
a wovement not only from theory but from practice to theorv, actually preceded th-
outburat of the East German workers against thelr work norms by six weeks. ({Tha"
would not have surprised Hegel, I think, wHo'satd that the Fact is before it ac-
tually exists....) I PR .

Even more important, after that revolt was crushed, and the Russian thn-
oveticlans came out with an attack on the "ideallstic” Hegelian phrase, "negatlca
ef the negatlon”, Raya saw. in that,not some dogmitic halr-gplitting that American
so~called philosophers:were’laughing abcut,: but thet the Russians-were sensing a
new revolution -in East Europe;''that the revolt was not crushed, but only driven
urderground, And, sure enough, the very next year camg the great Hungarian Rewv: -
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‘ution -- which was preceded by the: Poligh uprising in' Posnan with its slogan of
"Bread and Freedom." Tha East European- revolt hns been cecaselass ever since, and
nowhere more -than in Poland, - where alone it-has this mass proletarian base that s

new pages of that freedom story today. For, while all of

scen as'one revolt, each people has had 1ts oun speclal con-
tribution to make. :nd the truth is that 1f you will look at your copy of our
pamphlet on the Afro-Asian Rovo lutions, you will find on p. 26 a whole section on
what it meant that It wag from Poland that humanism had first emerged and inspired
the Hungarian Revolution. /nd that pamphlet was not just theoretical preparation
for what eventually became Philosophy and Revolurion; it was theoreticel snd prac-
tical intervention in the ongoing revotutions of oux’ day.

You'will find, as you read our new philosophic-organization story of
Marxist-iumanism thet the criss-crossing of sll. pathsl, nationally and fcternation-
ally, will Constantly be taking us on the Journey from philosenhy, throigh- theory,
to oractice -« go that the Afro-Asten pamohlet (which not so incidentally brought
to us our first British collaborators in 8 new edition of it.~- ended by demon-
Strating that Lenin's new departure in theory that saw that revolutionary initia-
tive is not always with the working class,. but that "the road to Berlin may lead
Lo Peking" was no longer theery, but fact' -« Hegelian fact., - - S

- . N . . [ . . r

Nothing,was more exciting inthe eriss-crossing of all thuse patchs than
the two letters Rays received while she was-st1)l in-Africaion ter trio tn 1962,
One was from Tadayuki Tshushima, a Japesnese Marxist who hed worked out his own
theory of stete-coapitalism whije sitting out World War II in Hirohito's prisonn,
had found the single copy of tiarxism and .Freedom that had-been sent to Jhpnn,}and
vated to translate and publish 1t fn:hig land. -.ind'the other letter ‘was froa a
Czechoslovakian Marxistwwho-haa-also'aumehéw found avcopy . (I think there:¢an be

8 must.have been circulating in: :

. Europe as soon as it was published). and. wanted to devige.-g.correspondénce with
Marxiat-Humanists-abroa¢.~ He 1s ‘the revolutiorary who, six years later, became
the author of "PFrague Spring", in cur samphlet oni Czechoslovakiat  Revolution and
Counter-Revolution, : T S “ R i

. . o S

[ ' vt 1 !

If there are -any who doubt the force that ideas have, the power tlrat.
theory can wield, the active intervention in world events that Marxism and Freedom
has represented, the importance of the dialogue that Socialist B
or the tremendong = ' !
ictions, including - of. pean’chapter of P&R, are circulatine
in Poland right now -- let them remember that 'what.the youth of Steve -Biko's..:
Black Consciousness movement in'Soweto were.reading 1n-1976.uss Frantz Fanon's
Wretched of the. Esrth. Fhilosophy ia's force of revolution,

.
L
. v vt

* K L

- 2) Let's turn now to one of the.finished .chapters .in the new book to
fee theory as anticipatien and,_as intervention in terms of what wss involved In
the Natfonal Questien,

) 1 can tell 'you that this was one chapter Raya was ‘not looking forward
to writing. How coy atn the atubborn refusal of & great ravoe-
right of natlecms to sclf-detarminat ion
in general, cular her opposition to self-determimcion for Poland, hnr
own birthplace, despite all that barx had said on that very specific question?: Aagd
Luxemburg was absolutely intransigent on this questicn, and had been ever since
her firat entrance an the Social-Democratic secenc in 1896. Lenin had certainly
onsworaed Luxemburg more than adcquately from the very beginning.  And our Owisife‘
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hid transformed Lenin's “theory" into "f?dt", as we hsve alrcady seen , over
and over again since the Easter Rebetllion in 1916. What more, cxactly, could
you say? o ; T : o

s '
' s .

But once Raya related Luxembufg s theory to bhilcsophy,‘nr rather to
the laclk of rhilesophy; once Raya refused to treat LuxemBurg*s position as an
"aberration” but followed its logic -and-connected it to’precisely the same error
that led te her falsc. theory on Accumulation -. namely, her failure to grasp
Marxism as a whole neu'contiﬁcnt of thought and not mere "mochod of research” or
"weanon in the class struggle.” -~ everything opencd up anew, It was then poss-

" ible to see that Lemin's answer to Luxemburg in 1903 was correct and revelutianory
"politicé” but not truly "philosophy.” You could see the ‘difference in how he
answered her after his return to Hegel at the outbreak of WHI and the collapse
of "the Second International, after his Philosophic Motebdoks. When hé answered

Luxemburg's Junius pamphlet in August 1916, he answered her philosonhically. It
was there that Lenin called Luxemburg’s confidence fn'the class struggle only
"halfway dialectics" -- Inststing that civil war against the bourgeoisie is
alsc a form of class struggle. For It ‘'was when Lenin sl that . the universal of
internationalism and proletarfan revolution can be made real through the particu-
lar of a nationaliat struggle for seTf-determination == that is, it was when his
theory was deeply rooted ih Hegelian-Marxian dialectics of masses fu motion, on
the ‘one hand, and on the gthey hand, when the guestfon had the ‘urgeney of an im-
perlallst-war, that Lenin suddenly found himself 1solated on the question of self-
determination of natlons even among the Bo}éheviks,‘aﬁnﬁg whom there had been no

difference on this queition before WWI.'

(-

It was because Lenin's theory was roo:eé-fn*philokophy,ﬁﬁqﬁ‘it proved
7 Lt oonly an illumlnation of the Irish Rebéliion, but an intervention for his own
vevelution; the only successfal prolecarlan révolution the wald'hag_ﬁver seen.

In toral contrast,. it was not because she was stubborn, but becduse .
Luxemburg made the universal of internationalism fnto & fixed particular, that
ravolution itself became an abstraction, no metter liow great a revolutionary she
was. «nd 8 grest one she was, indeed. . Nothing, 'I think, better shows the.pie-
falls of a theory that 1s not rooted In ohilosophy and remains only "politics,”

‘9 Coh -
3} ‘frd finally, to'take yet' one more way to -look at’ the relationship
of philosophy, tteery and practice, let us come Trom the lofty heights -of  the
preatest revolution the world Has yet seen to our own tiny organization, at the
. Point when we were trying to start a’ne% kind of paper chat would be the opposite
of the "vanguard party to' lead™ -+ and viound up With the, ooposite side of the same
coln , instead, v S e R
I'm referring to the year l954.fwheﬁ'wb'had'flnally’started to publish
Lorrespnndence as a printed péoer. We had published it for Jusc over half a
year, 1a fact, and not doing too well, wheq Johnson"suddenly initisted a Special

Supplement. It was the April’3: {ssue,’ if you'want to 1cok it up in the Archivas,
“i:en you do, you will find there a "Dikcuselon" article called "The Real Trouble:
We.Solve This or We Fail." fnd-when You read i, you will find that agcording to
Johnson the real trouble with the -paver, which waan't winning flocks of workera

to it at once,  was that the intellectuals in our organization were atiit suppoggd-

ror. *
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ly dnmlnating the workers. Now the Intellectuatl he was talking nbout, of course,
was not himself, but Raya -« and the worker who was being dominated was not &
shy “third layer", but our then worker-editor, JZ, . The article describes a
meeting between RD and JZ in which he said the pamer should not concern itself
i hich was then raging., The workers, Lo sa4ys, sre not afcald
' nd when Raya says (probably in shock) "But It lsn’t o question
of ileCarrhy ns such, there Is the whole question of freedem of the press which
he 1s trying to strangle...", JZ says, "The Workers are not particularly {ncar.
ested In freedom of the . .press.® Raya {who 1s defined in the article as “the
Politically experienced Intellectual®) 1ig reported to say (at once}: "But that s
absnlutely untrue, and aven if it were true, it 1s the.duty of the paper to point
Out to the workers that Freedom of the press 1s a matter of 1ife and death for
the country as ers most of all..." (The Polish workers
¥ understand that language, but Johnson evidently didn’t under-
stand a word; he continues 1n his thesis to declare: "Here is.the most dangerous
Part of the whole business -.. in the end, the worker is himeclf convinced!"
And. thee, to Johnson,‘was the real trouble!. N '

. It 'did, indeed, take 8 full bresk with Johnson to 1ift that kind of
incubus from our heads and hacks -- and determine that unliy.of worker and intel-
lectual, and relationship of theory and practice, means understanding that
each by itself 1s one-sided, You might want to remembex. this stery when, you read
the history and find that the three different levels on which our attitude to ob-
jectivity was tested at our very blrth were:(as we put {t in Part T of our History:
"(1) determining hew to fight MeCarthyism. when war clouds formed: (2) recognizing

“the movement from practice which was {tself a form of theory -- In East Beriing
in Detroit; in Montgomery, :la.; and (1) testing, in rthe philosophic sphere, .

- Bussia's attack on Marx's Humanist Essays during the undercurrent of proletarisn
revolts, , D L . Lot ]

: 50 -w what is theofy? iheory is not fust the general {zation. of what
workers are doing, It 1s the practice of your philosophy. That is why each,
pamphiet we produced atl through the excliting 19603 ean be seen as an extension.

. of Marxism and Freedom, written by participants in the freedon struggles who

We were not
But

even newer philow

sophic ground and creates so new a stage In our organizatjonal development before
that book has even. been finished that it is elready befng concretized in the new
12 page N&L in which the appreciation for tdeas, the,understanding thet it is
theory which informs all our activities, means that we do grasp that what we are
dolng 1s,’ at one and the same time, in.the tradition of Marx's revolutionary
journalism and something totally new that none have ever tried before. We cannot
appreclate the newness of demanding that ali of us become pPracticing theareticions
unless wve do see that the ldea was "all there" right at our birth, but that we
were not fully - concretizing It in our own practice, . ‘

The year ahead 1s surz to put us to the test, ag it always has, with
each vew objective development. But there is nothing we will confront in the
year ahead, on elther the objective or the subjective front -- -whether it g a
Lead article or a a Theoretical Essay or a letter to 8 COYYRSpon=
dent . lonal question -- for which we will not finad
both the pelnt of departure and the ground (not Just background) 4n the new
ook, on the ane hand, or in the archives on the other,
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Nothing better nroves that than the verk Lou Turnar d4id on the Black
Thousht and Black Reality cssay that we will be dlucussing this zfternoon.
Nothing also better proves rhat for us theory dees not mean shstract, but the
very opposite. The cmphasic on writing theorctical cssays For N&L ‘does not mecon
less attention to the voices from belew, but more. It does not mean less pctiviity
with all the forces of revolution, but more, hoth before and afrer writing.

What it mesns, above all, {s that concrete and comprchensive are one
and the same thing. It means that we ore beginning todny to write thuse new
pages of our 25 year history thot will spcl) out & new stage for tarxigt-Humanism
organizetionally. It mesns that our History is alive in . our Perspectives. It
means that we are serious about the revolution and the now world we are going to

help create.

-~ Olga Domanski, Aug. 30, 1980




EPCRT 0N CRGANIZATION TO WEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTERS CONVENTION 1980

by Michael Conrolly, Co-Hational Crganizer

I. OUR WORK WITd TEE FORCES NF REVOLUTION: WATIOHAL AND INTERMATTONAL

The orgenizotional perspectives we mre dlscussing at this Conventlon for
the year eheasd, 1980-81, are surely the most far-reaching in the history of
Newe and Letters Committees. A% a time when Carter is vying with Reugan Lo
see who ean heat up Carter's new Cnld War faster, when the ecepony is sunk
In the deepest recession in post-WWII American history, and when racism both
legel and in its open ¥¥K form is sherply resurgent, we heve projected & di-
rectinn that ls the sbsclute opposite of eny sort of retrogressionism.

"It is this moment that demands both the expansion of N&L into a l2-pager,
end the creation of a nuecleus of Morxist-Humanists sble to write theoretical
snalyses of burning issues as they happen; both the expansicn of our activity
with all the forces of revolution in the current struggles, apd the raising
uf & $35,000 Susteining-Orgenizing-Publishing Fund thet will allow ell of our
work to go forward. As ground for all the perspectives, and insepereble from
‘each other, are the completion of Rosa Luxerburg, Women's Literation and
Marx's Fhilogophy of Revolution, and the task of bringing the Archives of
Marxist-Huwanism up-to-date. And all these perspecbives will requlre an even
greater re-organizetion, not only of thé Center, but petionally, than the -
very substantiul re-crganization we have grappled with all this pest year.

Tn short, what we are projecting in these Perspectives for 1980-81 is
2 profound deepening of our cenvept and practice of orgenization. There ls
no betier way to see that deepening than in the development of our view of
"Who e Are™ from last year to this. Where last year the discussion.on ow
perticipation in the antl-nuke struggles meant s trull re-writing of the
"Who We ‘Are" statement we publish in NRL, this year's prc-convention prepava-
tions resulted in a history of the whole last 25 yeurs, and has meant & very
new appreciation of what "new kind of member, beginning with ourgelves" meaus.

If there was any doubt that what we correctly called the "year of the
book" was also the year of the greatest stress on Marxist-Humenlst organi-
zation, we have now to confront the fact that for Raya, the' month before the
Convention -- before Perspectives could be written in its final form -- be=
came the month of writing a 25 year history of News and Letters. Comaittees,
re-examining the whole of our work in strict relation 4o the world events
of our age. '

Wnat we stressed at mur Plenum & year ago was that the 1300 deadline
did not mean alore for the completion of the book. Unseparated from that
was the projection of a decdline for all of us to begin now the daily or-
ganizotional practice with all struggles, all subjects of revolution, in
such a8 way that Marxlst-llumenist philosophy bewomes a fully active Torce to
help all the new beginnings develop. o

That those new beginuings spring up constautly is ciect not only from
the great world events of Poland and Smrth Africa, South Korea end Central
America, but as well from the stirngglea of the Blacks, rank-and-file workers,
women and youth this year in the USA. Ve have been involved in ell those
battles, whether on the plcket lines or in conferences, and not alone the
cless battles, but the battle of ideas and tendencies within the movement.
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Let's look then at the forces of revolution and at the work of
News and Letiers Commitiees this year. Let's look et those developments
which became genuine transition points to the Perspectives for 1980-81,
breakthroughs whieh we need to keep ongoing. And let's focus first on
the U.8. with its resurgent racism and deep recession,

Ho sooner had last year's Plenum ended than the attack on Rlack
America took an ominous turn in police killings of youth and KXY rallies.
Ve not only immedimtely joined the protests against police killings in
LeA. and N.Y., and ageinst racism in the builéing trades in Detroit, but
sponsored & speaking tour by Charles Denby to Califernic cnd Michigan, both
es editor of ML end author of JHABWJ. At Compton College, Denby's-talk
drew en audience of both Black and Iranian students, and established the
besis for classes there in ACOT. . ¥With the new editions now out of IHABWJ
in Pritain and in Caneds, and with the new edition fo appear next Spribg
in Germany, we cen.now,, not only. abroad but right here in the USA, develop
more fully the concept of IHABWJ especially Part IT as a . thorough-going
critique of every tendency that fulls short of & full view or, workers os
Feeson., : o .

Maroughout the Year, our activity in the Black dimgnsion moved from
fighting "poverty conscription" to support for Haitian refugeen, and from
commnity ergepizing in Flint, to breaking into such publications as the
Journal of Négro History and the' Bibliographic Guide to Black Studies.
Especially important was the Black study group that Alan war able to or-
genlze in the Bay Area.

But what 1s evidenced at this convention, and in the work of the Whole
surmer, is the way in which a theoretieal work -- in this case Lou's esaay
"Bleck Thought/Black Reality" -~ can play such an activist role that it opens
up new doors and helps establish new relationships, whether with Black women's
liberationists disgusted with the wey the ERA fight is conducted, or with
intellectuals for whom nationelism no longer hoids all answers. Raya's
suggestion, as soon B8 the essay was completed, was that it be xeroxed, and
circuieted immediately, long before the paper deadline, and that ve sponsor
& mini-tour for Lou to N.Y., Chicago and Detroit. It was thet suggestion
‘that has changed so much of our work this summer,. What 1s also clesar is
that the path %o.a breakthrough on.TBT/BR“ included on the one hand the
outburst of Bleck Miami, and on the :other, Lou's full year of work and
study at the Center.

The impact of the deep recession on rank-and-file workers has been
geen In the mesgive layoffs in industirial production, in the tbousands of
strikes ~- both "official" and wildeat .-.and in the reging debate every-
where about both the cause of the eriisis and the direction of the movement
ngelust it. - As the layolfs grew we pointed immediately to the way workers
protested inside the plants, offering a forum to workers at Art Steel in
N.Y, und Lynch Road in Detrolt to teil fheir steories. We published a new
edition of the Unemployment Lines newsletter, and sold Marx's Capital and
Ioday's Global Crisis outside uncuployment offices. We joined the ploket
lines and nelped publish leaflets in strikes by Sen Trancisco hotel workers,
Detroit city employees, and N,Y. transit workers. .in Britain, we worked
with striking steelworkers fighting Thatcher, and with Black women stirikers
plcketing the Chix candy plant., Moat surprising of all has been the emer-
gence from thet "intellectual center”, N.Y., of some of ihe best workers'
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aluvies and discussions, storles from oubt of the lowest-pald layer of that
city's sweatshops.

The greatest new polnt of departure, however, was added Lhrough Raya's
study of the 1905 revolution in Rosa Luxenmburg, Women's Liveration and Marx's
Philosophy of Revelution.--There was the way Jon in Wales picked out in
chepter 2 Luxemburg's conclusion on 1905, that the "most precicus, because
iasting thing in this rapid ebb end flow of the wave is lts mental sediwont:
the intellestual, cultural growth of the proleterist”, and related it to the
kind of review he would write about the new British edition of IHARWI . And
there was Richard in Detroit, who insisted on bringing Lenin's megnificent
viev of the proietariut in 1905 as remson, whick he had read in Chapter 1,
to the Detrolt city workers' picket lines while he was on gtrike.. Whether we
consider the lebor page in N&L next yeer, or the kind or leaflets we write for
tte new series.of classes we are. scheduling, there will be meny opportunities
to develop this work next yesr. e

The women's lLiberation end youth reports which foilow, and whilch.form
sn integral pert of our reports on organization, will also fochs on the new
w278 they have found thip year of working with all subjects of revolution..
Bocause we live end strugegle in this imperieslist bastion of the USA, "forcis
of revelution" ere here spelled out in the American context. “But this yesr,
even more than any. ofher in our history, 1% is impoasibiu io sepavaie tke
needed American revolutlion from world events and battles. : S

Thic is eo first because this is the year of the eshehlishment of the
megnificent. first British edition of N&L. Dick has reported msny of -the
_events that lead %o its publication, whether in the struggles against
‘Thatcher's anti-labor, racist government, or in the battle of ideas with
.Tony Cliff's SWP, for whom all theory has been reduced to "party, rarty,
party", Vet stands out, from ell the new reletions, with Eritain this
year (both these who have now joined end those not—yet-members),. is how ‘
thesmethod by which Marxist-Buranism participated in.all American battles--

- from toe Black dimension to -abortion rights-and from. anti-nuke to the. ghop
floor--struck a responsive chord in young British revolutionaries scarching
for a new form of organizetion to replace the parties they had quit. They
now have great possibllities to follow-up, ac seer in more than $5C0 in
literature sales this year. ’ - o ’

That chord, far from being limited to relatlons between the U.S. end
Britain, resounded on every continent and inmvolved all the forces of re-
volution. We could see it in the wey women's liberationiste from ¥rance,
Peru and Iran sought us out to celebrate International Women's Day. We .
could see it in the way in which David Wolff's first English translation
of Luxemburg's Theory and Practice has evoked orders and dielogue fronm
Frnexn end -Japen, Germany and Hollend. And nearly oll vho order request
the three draft chapters of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's
Philosophy of Revolution tlat we advertise on the last page of Theory und
Practice. . -

Such an urgency to exchange ldeas was ot the heart of the exclting
relations Mary cpoke of on her journey %o (nina and Hong Kong, where both
the immediate work of women's liberation as our committees practice 1%,
and the history of the 19408 deba’es betwecn Rava and Ernest Mandel hecomn
tocal points of discussione.
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For all our international relations, & greet contribution this year
bas come from the work of Kevin, who quietly sends to the nffice nearly
every week a digest or world news clippings on events from China to Brazil
ond frem Algeris 4 Zimbubwe. You have seen the Informetion reflected in
the pages of HN&L. : : .

But consider opa more point on our internstisnel relations: the fact
that the two lenguages other then English in which our putlications appesred
this year wvere Poligh and Farsi, '

" When we finelly Published our first bi-linguel Polish-Englisb pamphlet,
Today's Polieh Fight for Freedon" in April, we of course hed no ides that
the dramatice eventis of the Past two weeks wouid break out on the eve of our
Convention, What we 419 imow was that in America there were meny who wanted

rkers had disecovered in trkeir struggles, and

ere were many-more anxious to reed about the

Twenty-five years of experlence with the
st for liberation bad. taught us that,

eedom being written during Funzarer aud Poland 1956, +to
== S0 rreedonm i
way Poland 1570-T2 helped coneretize FPhiloasphy and Revolution's chepter

on "State Capitalism ang the Eést European Revolits",

We now know that quite & number of ccplez of TFFFF have found their wvay
", into Poland, in edvance of the strikes. We can only imegire the impact they
are heving now, What we do'know, very specifically is thet more thun 720
chigs have been‘sold right here in the USA, especially by Chicepo, espe-
cielly the trensiator, Urszuls Wiglan Sorething of the interrelationship
an revolution can ‘be grasped in
Polishquerican‘audiences, but et
- &verything from anti-grars marches to women's liheration mectings; and from -
the“way in which Robotnik'e article on May Day in Poland bore such an "Ameri-,
AN stamp that wa featured 1t on the Lsbor Pogs in our May issue.

- In focusing on forces of revolution, ﬁaticnally and internationally, in
the life of our organization last year, what stands out as medietion to the
future perspectiveg 48 the vay Marxist-Humanist analysis of events, Marxist-
Humanist vision of revolution, made its concrete impact both on the parti-
eipants gle, and on‘the direction for cur organization. And

ian Revolution and its
Iet's therefore toke a eloser lock at
owr participation.

II. WorED EVENTS, PMRXIST-HUMRNIST ANALYSIS AND- ORGANIZATIONAL RAMIFICATIONS

: S0 central has the Iranian Revolution been to the objective-gubjective
world aituation, that for the second straight year, we can look at the 1s8ueys
of News & Letterg and see Iran as crueial to nearly every issue. Where last
traced the coverege of Iran in the paper as part of a uni-
this year let's fonus not 5o much

. “Taka the very firgt article from last Year: ‘Women and Religion in
Ifan s that wns createqd following Neda' he Plenum. At g tiw=s when
tha r@nle of the Lef't wag turning 1ts hack on the implications re religicntg
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asseult on womens Liberation, Neda's eriticque eliciled responscs from
Black American women. who saw the all-male religious-politicel lecdership
in this country #s an obsteele to the freedom struggle. The question thrl
folloved critique, however, was then hov.to present positively, the rull
iiberating philosophy for women's liberation concretely for the Iranian
Revolution. : . : :

By April we were able to advertise "Women 28 Reason snd as Force of
Revolution: A.Farsi translatlon of writings on women's liberation hy Boya",
with an introduction on "Women in the Iranian Revolution" by Keds. That
this magnificent pamphlet in the language of the Iranisn revoluticn was
the first time wé had ever published a collection of Reya's writings on
vomern's liberation in any langusge says much gbout how an actuel revolu-
tion brings a new urgency, & new appreciation, to theory. Even wore, ‘the.
experience with the pamphlet showed the organizeticnal impact of this. very
new creation. Whether it was the trenslator's re-discovery of the footnote
to Raya's 1970 article in Notes on Women's Liberation +that contrasted Marx
and Engels on woman in primitive conmunism; or whetoer it was the founding,
of the Trenisn women's liberstion study group in L.A., a group thet ineluded
those who helped with the colleting and siapling; or whether 1t was the way -
tte pamphlet helpéd transform Detrolt's celebrabion of International Women's
Day and set the ground for the pre-Convéntilon Women's iieretion.meebing;
‘what 1s sherply underlined is the activist role = tkeoretical work caa
seize when we grasp what has been created. ‘ :

In a very different sense, we had the opportunity to’continue the dis-
cussion on form of organizaticn pi'ojectéd at lest year’s pletruu with Raba's
discussion erticle 1in the December N&L, "Iran: Philosophy and Form nf Crgan-

- ization".' 'Rehe Jammed up Marx's ‘1885 Essays with the preblems of organiza-
tion in-Iran, end Raye-rescponded. Whet, however, will now start ug off anew
on this question s the 25 year history. And:it is for this feasod that
Reya suggested we have a ceries of classes around 1t. It lan't easy to
grasp a full gquarter ecentury by just reeding it. ’

By the March istue, Iran meant “Carter's Drive %o War", though he tried
toclaim that it was the Russien invasion of Afghanistan that hed shecked
him: In spelling out the.gsupsrpower realities in the Persian Gulf, while
pointing to the new forces within America sure to rise up in opposition to
Carter's grand design, Reya's lead geve a concrete direction to owr involve-
went in all the new youth anti-draft/adti-wer activities that followed.
Thus our work included the struggle within the movement to suppert Black
America's fight against "poverty conscription", ' Thus, the descripiion of
Carter's Cold War drive as "militarization not only of the economy, but of
the mind", forced the youth working inside the anti-drafi groups to confront
the need for a philosophy to fully liberate the mind, and connected the
demonstrations to sur classes in Marx's Capitel. After one such anii-draft
reeting, Jim was o traihfinlly vemark that we Bad “supported CARD with
whips and kicks", o Lo

Lens than two months later, when Carter's fantastic brinksmanship did
take the form of an sctual iutrusion into the Yraniah desert, the Polltical-
Philosophic Letter, "Carter's Intrusion, Khomeini's Holy War" focused on the
need to confront the depth and difficultics of the ecounter-revolution at
home in both Iran and the USA, Only in that way could ve begin the "forcing
gf re‘lntions , revolutionary relations, between the wasses in the U.5. and in

rei”
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Thus, as we began the Pre-Convention period aug vrinted our Dreft
Perspectives in the July N&L, what remained & very central focus, and
rightly so, was the IraniEﬁ—fevolution. Yet at the same time, 1t was pre-
clsely our understending of the genuine revoluticnary relation between world
events and the struggle at home thet made "Black Thought/3lack Reality" a
key imrediate orgenizationsl ramification for our work this summer. In tie
weke of both war clouds abrosd and Miami at howe, the work on “Black Thought/
Black Reality" thet Réya had proposed was pert of the way we were determined
not to let Miami be stopped at just having "shalen things up". Instead, we
sought a dialogue with those interested in developing that "chaking up" into
philosophic-political reorgenization. That this Conventlon has within its
rarticipants both. those fighting for a full soelal revelution in Iren and
Black activists who wish to unite thought and reality, is proof enough thet
the path +to new revolutionary relations leads through the lebor of the ex-
tension and deepening of theory. ’ )

- If we review world asvents and the work of ouwr organization, howaver
briefly, over the pest year, pivotal dales jump out. Novenbar 4, when the
hostages were taken in Tehran; and April 26, wlen Cavter launched his reck-
less intrusion. In % very different way, there 1s the date thet changed
everything for us -- Pebruary- ird -- when Reya posad the "Nez=d 4o Trensform
the Paper". What stands cut at those pivetal dates, end indeed therpughout
the whole of the year, in the continuing, concrete, organizatiowsl iuterven-
tion by Reya, inseperable from the work on the book. We can in 1o way do
that intervention Justice here. But it is important %o glimpse, in Just
two erucial periods, how and where forvard movement was sreated toward the
1980-81 Perspectives. - o

The truth is that Hhéﬁ 81l the Left viewed the hostage selzures by equan

ting Khoweini with the Iranisn Revolution, we ourselves felt something of the
impulse tr-zvsh to ‘demonstrate without having vorked.out fully whet was new.
It wes then that Raya's series’ of letters -- November 26 - Decerber 17 holped
set the ground for all our participation in . genuine gnti-imperiallsm. The
vhole movement -- from the November 26th letter on Iaxemburg's break with
Kaulsky and her failure to take.full responsibllity for a revelublonavy
tendency, through "Grave Contradictions in the Tranian Revolution", written
the very next dey, to the December 17. "What is Philosophy? What is Revolu-
tion?" can be seen ms the 'anticipation of all our work gince then,' :

Isn't the work 'on our 25 year history based, in part, on contrasting
our organizational life-story, with all tail-endism, exposing the insufii-
cleney of even the most correct political line vhen it is not grounded in
the recrestion of the dialectic? . - -

Or take snmcthiqg-ltéxperiéncea myself, some geven wonths later. fAfter
marching against Reagan and trying to sum up that experience for the lead
on the Republican Convention, what suddenly seemed to shouk 1tsell out to
me was Raya's Decomber 17 question: "What new retrogressive stuge nre we
in now, when religion uourps also' pelitical poweri"

And as soon as ‘1980 began what immediately tock place organizationally
was Haya's trip to New York and Detroit, at the moment Carter launched Cold
War II. The meetings in New York.were great in tweaout and #pirit, yet we
hed to face the sober reality that Detroit's amall twaout reflected the
seriousness of Carter's drive o war. ' :
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wgus it was the whele of Raya's work -~ both the chupters on the
book znd the politicelvphilosophic letters -- that were our preparations
for wha.t__bel:'ame the transition point of the vhole year, the February
mretings in Nev York dnd Detrolt on "The Need to Transfnrm the Paper”.
Wiat 1s crucinl £o sée now is.the woy Rayza's proposal to "jymp the gun"
on the projection of & 12 page N&L and the meny assignoments for essay
articles that mccompanied it, wes demanded by the threet of Carter's
new Cold War. It was 'tha® “hich both gave our decision its great ur-
geney and mede us hegin '£n lonk back in the Archives to our origins in
1905, as‘wg had then launched N&L into the teeth of MeCarthyism and Cold
Wer I. Tndged, the reorgenize%ion demarded within each of us o carry cut
the decisions of Februery 3, had its impact on every feced of ow organize-
tinn'a_.l' 'I_L'ifé , and on none more so than on mewbership growth..

) Tt is true that Raya bed irsisted, -irn her Pecember 2 letter: to. us,
"that 1% 1s “our unique philescphic-politicel-ecrnomic contributions in
“TRRGRY, WHICE ALONE- CAN BRING ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH". Bub never. has et
truth beén as urgent for all members, old as well as new, 1o grasp as it

is nnw, When before have we seen the actusl minuter of a meeting nf the -
RER play such e pivotel roie in decisions Lo ask for memversbip as they
did for Jon in Vales, Johnny 1i'Flint ard Richard in Detroit? -Nor is 1t
unrelated toet for each of them the most telling point was seaing the pro-
cess by whieh. our’orgenfzational direction was set, iIn sherp contrest to '
the processes they'hed séen in their varicus past organizational experiences.

. The fect’ 18 that évery single one of the.new members.who joined this
vear -i whether throughiwomén's liberation or-the Black movement, -through
oppnsition to Certer's war drive or from the Latino struggle i~ was attracted
tn Merxlgt-Humanist orgenizetion as a witness and participant in the exten-

slcn and deepeqiqé_ of “theory.

. . What'is crucdisl'as well is to see the concreteness of-.'follow~through”,
‘'Paya's follow-through in the months after.Februsyy 3. -Whether: the question
wae finances or publisliing, women's liberation or the youth;. never were
.ter-letters sepirated from the concrete organizationsl activities snd the
concrete objective ‘developments, Thus in March, when Raya was struck by
her rediscovedy that Mark's Wage,lLsbor and Capitel.was first published
in ‘the pages .0f his asily néwspaper, Neue Rheinische Zeltung, ‘ghe ad-
drecces that letter specifically to the youtk, then cngeged. i ‘antl-.
draft demonstrations. And it 1s followed immediately by another Lo
woren's liberation, right:after Internetional-Womeén's Day, that poses
all the pre-cosventidn work in the wémen's liberdtion movement-as tight-
1y tled bo +hn dincunsien of the chapters of Réma Luxemhurg, Women's -

Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolutioi.

At the concluston of that remarkableé perind Februaty 3rdato Hsy Sth,
during which Raya wroté again and again on thé still-unkmewn whbdle of
Marx's whork, whether puhlished or unpublished, ceme the presenatlon on
“Tpe Todeyness of Marx's Philosophy of Revolubion". Thab our re-examin-
ation of Marx's philosophy of revelution was in no way "past history",
but dt the Bame time a transition to the deepéning of todey's Marxist-

" Humanist philosdphy of revolution, wee clear from the fact®that it was
at this meeting that Raya first presented, in full, -the table of contenis
for the whole of the book. ’ )
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It was bard then, when studying the Marxist-Humsnist re-crestion cf
Marx's eritigue of the Hegelian philesophy as something that comes only
after the event, not to see the relsvance 4o all the revolutionary tasks
of our age. "Giving thought its wings", Raya writes, meant that the
"Warxian dialectic was both an enticipation of revolution {whether we are
referring tn 1843-bl or to 1847 when he completed the Comrunist Menifesto),
g5 well as participetion in revolution when it finally did hreak owt spon-
taneously, as well as 8 summeticn of whet kad oceurved in such 2 way that
even in defest he could projest future revolutions”. ‘

These categories of entlcipation, participation, summation, are of
course not alone for the revolutions of Marx's day. In making them ex-
plicit for our age, it is to revesl the historically rroved relaticn of
philosophy to revolution, of dielectics to organizaticn. And gince we
are here not speaking only of prepsration for full sociel revolution, but
as well of & method of 'deily practicing dialectles, 1ln every freedom strug-
gle, let's return with those categories to what we have to anticipale now,
the orgenizetinadl perspectives we have sab for the year abend.

III. DEEPENING CUR CONCEET AND OUR FRACTICE OF ORGANIZATTON

In one very importunt sense,.the "jumping the gun' we began on
February 3rd on the transformetion and expansion of the paper wes act
linked solely to the need to deepen revoluticnary activity in the face
of the new threats of war., "Jumping the gun" was dictated subJectively
&5 well, by the need to practice the new concretization of our revolu-
tionary journelism for a full half year betore the Conveniion.

S0 it 1s with all of our Perspectives frr 1980-Bl. One might say
that there io' nothing we are proposing now that has not been in some way
& pert of our work -- or at leust our perspeciive -~ this yeer, from the
re-organization of the Center, to the study and developwent of the Marxist-
Humeniast Archives; and from the need to raise again the size of our Sus-
taining Fund, through the classes, to the exgunsion of all »ur activities,
with workers both unemployed and in the shops, with wvoren's liberation,
with the Black Masses, with the youth. Meost crucially, we can say that
we bave in our hands four chapters and two appendices of Rosa Luxembw'g;
Women's Liberation end Marx's Philosophy of Revoluticn. o

The truth is thet there is much, not only in ‘tie past yeer, but '
throughout the 25 years. in which Hews and, Letters Committees has been
tested by the crises of the state-capitalist age, that we can draw in
the year ahead., Yet at the same time ii 1 esséntial both n.xecognize
¥het is absolutely new in our Perspectives and to see that making 8
summotisn-of the. yeal' pash is u-necessary. ground trom which a new
:inlectic can be creeted in response to all the uwnanticipated events

G come.

Where in last year's Organization Report, Olgs made clenr that
the work on the bLook was to be the centerpoint of all owr organiza-~
Eional activities, by pointing to Rayn's prnposal to print (hapter One --
"Bafore and Afier the 1905 Revolution" -- in tha Januayy/February NeL;
the proposal to immediately follow that printing with a series of clasags
on Chapter One in all the lecals; and the nffer by faye to begin Lhose
classea with a lecture on the "Life and Teeth of Rosa Luxembwrg"; this
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this year our tesk is a different one.

What all the ccnerete proposals demonstrate is that this year, rather
than the work on the book as the centerpoint of sll our ectivities, what is

nesded is the book as ground.

Thus, what is ncaded next year -- this year, indeed, 1t should already
bave been here -~ are acturl, conerate, profound, regular, menth in and
month out, reviews or essays -- and some dlscussions -- that prove that we
really know how to practice being, writing, breathing, philosophic nucleus.

Thus, what is needed 1s to see our interveation in mess ectivities in
a vay that shows that Marxist-Humanism is there as not only ectivists, but
thinkers. I hope thet it can start rignt at this Conventicn teday and not
only on Bleck Thought/Blsclt Reelity but as all oul work results in new mem-~
bers, : . . .

Thus, vwhat is needed is such an appreciation for the richness of our
‘25 yeers experience that carrying on all ewr work with Raya really eway
will be a measure of both our steadiness and rur creativity. .

All of vhich is precisely why our respnneibility for a regular 1Z-pdger
that is qualitatively, and not just quantitatively, aitferent is the practice
of deepening our unique concept .of organization, Again ard again, the wors
of the 12-pager will bring front and center the work of our new Archives
Comuittee, as we gee the Marxist-Humanist Archives as not just "living" --
which they certainly are -- but as-they discloseethe method and what.dlalec-.
ties is all about both in'theory and practice. . This year what we will see
and project is how dialectics does avtnot just as one day, month:-cr year,
but over a full quarter century. ' -

_ Thus what we are projecting in these.persepciives fs the.vision and
conerete need for no difference between Individual -and Univerdal. : Indivi-
dualism must not only be freed from all that interferes witb 1ts universsl-
ism, but first then does the multi-dimensionality of a person show itself
in history es past and as' present .-~ or as Reya's thesis posed it, as
"Today end Tommorrow", : - ; . . . -

It is that vision of what our Perspectives represent that will be so
helpful in giving direetion to all ocur activities, and to nene more so than
to the plvstal proposal to schedule next Spring a lecture tour by Raya to
all the loecals, after the completion of the draft. of Rosa Iuxemburg, Women's
Libertion and Marx‘s Philosopby of Revolution. 'One lecturé in each local
wIll be devoted to ‘the essay on-the 25 year lisbiery or News and Letters
Committees, which will by then heve become our newest pamphlet. We hope
1t will be possible for each of the locals to arraunge the schedules of
their classes so that Raya's lecture bacomes the logal's summation. :

What we can do right now, and what will give us all a gireat heed
start on our preparation for Raya's tour, is to see tbte full form of
the 1980-81 classes, vhich Raya has entitled: :

"Marxist-Humanism in the Battle of Ideas, in Mass Struggles,
especially rovolutions, in Philcrophic-political annlyses o0 current
events, indluding the latest essays on tle Black dimension and the
women's liberation movement",
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1980-81 Class {to be held for 8 weeks before Rava's April Lecture Tour) .

MARXIST-HUMANISM IN THE BATTLE OF IDEAS, TN MASS STRUGGLRES, ESPECIALLY
REVOLUTIONS, IM FHILOSOPHIC-FOLITICAL AMALYSES OF CURRENT EVENIS,

INCLUDING THE LATEST ESSAYS -ON THE BLPC? DIMENSION AND THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION
HOVEMENT :

PPL .#19-10 on Todcy's Global Crises and harx's Capltal, plus, from
Critical Essays of Raya Dunayevskaya in che Bartle of Ideas, 'True Rebirth'

or wholesole revision of Marxism' (on Ernest Mandel's Marxist Economic Theorv,
May June-July, 1970 H&L) .

4

II. Black Dimension: "Black Thought/ Black neality" (N&L, 8/9. 1980) 8nd,
from the Battle of Ideas,"Instant Marxism and the e Black Intellectual‘
(N&L, July, 1975). CF special importance to this class s our 1959 pamphlet,
nfro-Aqian Revolutlons. Also Indignant Heart: A Black Uorker's Journal,
Chy 17, 19, and 25; and, from perqnectives 198n-81, "ke.Road.to the Black
Ghetto, USA".
PFL: ™Mii11 the Revolution 1ri Portugal Advancc?", plus, from the 25 year
history, Part I, "Where to Begin{ Laying new theorctical 2nd’ proctical
.foundations and establishing new &nternatlonal rbiations"

LiI.

IV, PPL: "The Latin American Un€inished Kevolutions", plus the section on

El Salvador in Perspectives 1980-81, and Engene'q essay-to -be on Lati“
hmerica in the Jan. 1981 N&L,

i

V. PFL: "Irant Unfoldment of Tand Contradicttons in, Revolucion" plus from

the 25 year history, the sectiocns on"1962-- a vear -of confrontations" ‘and
#1963-~ the power of negativity", -

VI. Vomen's Liberation Movément: Appendix to Working women For Freadom, "W0m°n
‘ 2s Thinkers and as Revolutionaries", plus "Women's Tiberetisn.in search
of a2 theory: the summary of a decade" {M&L, June 1980), and the chapter=

olution on m Marx's Ethnological Notebooks, ‘ag well as’ the Farsi WL pamphlet.

VII. Youth!"The Young ucrxist-ﬂumanist“(lgﬁ ¥$ "France, Spring’'1968: Masses
{a Motlon, Ideas in Free Flow"; and, if ready, the new aasay on’ Youth--
in the 1980's-« and if not, the Prologue, 1949-54, from the 25 year history.

.

VIII. *What {s Philesophy? What is Revolution?”, plus'the €inal scarton of
the 25 year htstory, "Tho 1970s: Dialectics of Revolutlon“

Classes to be concluded in all locals with a summatlon covering the whole
25 years, by Raya, on lecture tour.

y ' for the year to come,
And now that you've heard such exciting proupects e
we are inviting all of you who have nat yet talen organizational rospongi
bility for Narxist-Humanism to do so now, hy jolnine tich us in Yews om
Letters Committees.
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