July 31, 1946

Firgt conversotlion with Netuliu woe quite generwl, renging trom
The Russian question vo orgunigzetional mecaures of Cunnon; she said:

1) LT hed zlways noted the righiwurd movement in Ruseiu, rererring
purticularly v his article on the é£na unniversury of the Ruasslun
Revolution {(originnlly published in Qpposition Bulletin #66=67 ond also
in the NI in Bnglish). Since then there have been six years of war
whieh 18 equal really %o & retrogression of 30 years, und yet, asg she
wrote To Wright, '"You hold on to the tormuls, defense, not seeing on
what the formula was based." ¥If", she added in that letter to Vright,
*you camnot work out u new articles, ut least reprint thse cld one with
commenteries, peointing to what oocured gince 1t wag writtsn.™ The crtioch

.wegs reprintec obui no commentaries, "which mede it mesningless under the
cirecumstences." \When she uskeau why no comments, they suld there are no
new a&ta, none complete ond ghe aaded, "There weren't full duta whan
Lev Davidovich wuas ullve, but one must unalyze whot there is at hend,
no matter how sosnt.m . ‘

Here 1 remurked that daetu wag by no means gcant, und pointed to
my articles in 194%, the AHWR, and the latest. She said she First hesra
of my artieles when the liebers cams here. "ythy hud no ons told me?®
"thy don't they polemicise for or ugeinet them in the FI?" Cannon seys
he hes no time ox space for constunt poiemics,. How can thot be% When
we were working illegslly in Pussia und also mbroad and had to send our
newspapers intoe Pussia &t grest risk, nevertheless we always polemiciz=-
ed againat ull groupings. By polemiciaming sgainst another's viewpoing,
you explain your cwn. Thet is the way it wlweys was with the Bolsheviks.
That is the way 1t should-bs. There 2re six tendencies in the French
party. I am for giving ther s8ll ecual rights to exXprecsion. Ye must not
ghut sny eng up; it iz necosmgery o digouss freely wnd fully.n

2) I statea thet Caunon's bureaucrntism was not unconnected with
an indstensible line on Russia. To Insist Ruasia was still & workers .
state in fuace or all the svidence meant of necesaity to defend such o
line by bureaucratic megsgures, since.onse could not do so otherwise,
Though she now vhinks the conquests of Qotobsr are goms, and Russis. -
is no longer & workera: stats, the line &g 1t was left by Trotsky was
being defended by Cannon. With a dirferent lins, it was posasiocle to. have
geen espitalisn in Rugsia berore 1946, Though my mein point isd %o chenge.
the line mow, it 18 necéssary to.state that Trotsky himself did not see
the capitalist lews of vevelopment in Russila. J : L

.

. "How wes it pomelble,® said Natalin, "for him not to have ssen any
such fundamentul development?® e left it at twhat point in order %o -
arrange for .a mors asteiled discussion where I could present my views.
She szid she would be sxtremelv gled to hear them, they.should be sent
everywhere, and by 211 msans I should try to #£et To ZBuropse to the World
" Qonvention ané prasent them thers. . . - e

%} She then stated thut her.relutions with (unnon et sl were de~
terioreting, tha% she was taken to tusk for asfending Websr when he had
#falgified” her interveniion., She said she does not wish to intervene
and perhaps I should teke adventage of the intersst shown in "Johnson-
ites" (of whom she hed first heard now) by speaking to Cunnon direetly,
&g hisg influence in the Fourth iz decigive. Charlis Curtis wes now in.
Mexico snd psrhaps wetll also see him, though the greater snd moretin-
timete” bulk of oonversution should be continued with her &nd lunis.

T T

"In the evening I Bhw Munis end agsin the conversstion vas gensrels =

He met me by suying ne had just (when ijeber came here) been Bddressing
a lstter to r. Foresu who, n¢ veg gure, had & mustache, to please bring
her datazup to date and hs would publish such pemphlet iu Spanish and
French, He himselr is huving & pamphlet on the Ruselan juestion publish-
od in whioh he leans heavily on my deta. He ia not sure, however, he
agreed fully with me on "state capitulism" if I meant by that u olass
in the"historic sense;, one destined for & long life becuuse we are in
the death agony of capitelism." He peemed muoh bothered by the fact
thet if you ocall it a olass, you do not see early revolutionary perspec-
tives. When I expisined I give it no such long leage on life, and gavs
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him iy Part & ot the mussian urtlicle io read, we droppod it for leter
G1BGUABLGN,

He seens to ba so Litter ugoiust Rumsia and Stalinism now that he
displays some ultr:-leftish, such &s being aguinst prectically all
uniteq rronts witnh Stulinlom eng opposed The slogan "SP=-CP=CGU L0 POWER
in Fruence. Wyhen we originelly hud the slogan of Sceialist-Communist
government®, he said, "it wna not based only or merely, as it now eeésms
%o be, on who hus the mussea. Qtherwise, Stalints slogen, "H{itler first
end then we® would h&tve been correct.

The Rugsicn guestion also hod another effect on him, and that is
to bs ngeiust the slogsn of "nationelizstion under workers conirol.”
Now that netionalization is proceeain by cupitelists, we should not sow
illusions by "gading workers control", which in reality only has meuning
wihen the bourgeoisle is expropristed. "Who in Kurope i3 now relsing
slogeng for expropriating tihe bomrgecigie? Idsteed, we 2cet opportunistie
ally, &5 do our 3ritlsh conrades und say mersiy netioenulizotion without
compensation end uader voriers contrel, The most important thing is
worker»g power end thet's whet we hwve to Fight for, snileipating that
when the workers stsrt moving , they will move nmuch fegter than we think
end skip meny bridgesthat we seem o think we must build fror them.Y

. He heg-contacte.vwith many Zuropesn ssetions end slgo with India,
they &ll .seen to be for the defense of Rumsia. Though & membar of the
IS, he weg net even invited to partieipute in the Conterence just held,
Cannon, ot whom hs has the lowsst opinion, ran i1t;:but how can you hope
the International to help us or him when (anndén, comparasd to the Furop-
‘asn seations’ attituda townd defenge is to the "left of them",. Fe was
opposed -to ' the SEP minorities mot fighting on 2 politiezl plstform but
he widergtoed how unboarasbls conditions woare ix- the SW2. He had not
read our documentg y2tu, had the haziest idee ol what "Johnsonlieg" were
like, did no% know Johnegon held it was "state capitslist"™ siuee he had
only heerd of hies uppelaotion of "Fascigt stated. He wazg glad I cume and
we will be able to discusse in detall all positicns.- ' B ST

: _ : kA : ‘ : a
Excarpt from letter--iugust 5, 1946

1) when I spoke to the leader of the Mexican group, Galleis, he 4id
not feel thnt the Mexicens would come for & specisl meeting arranged for
mo, 2nd o tgked whether I gould sddress their regular business meeting,
and in 40 minutss, speuk mainly about uniiication of SWP end WF, This I
did, and in the lasi’ 10 minutes touchsd upon the Russian question, hopig
merely. to arouse their interest. I.succseded sufficiently well that thsy
dgrrenged to put tsice & special) mesting for me. At this meeting, whioch .

- oocured yesterday, and at which I spoke for nearly two hours, there en-
sued a very lively discussion. The main points that bother them are; - .
{a} how does 1t happen that Trotsky, oné of the greatest Jarxists, could
have .used the wroug methodolegy?® Wesn't it rather ghat teking for grent-
ed thut the lew of belue dié funetion in a workers state, he gpent most

~of his time enslyzing the development of the Russian State, stage by
stage, rather then make genersalizations too hastily. (b} isn't it rather
true that the neaw occurrsnces which demend a change in line, have taken

place sinee the deuth of Trotpky? Therefore isn't it possible to change
the lire of tha Fourth, by development rather than by revision of Trot-

sky's line. .

I aid succead in interesting them enough so that they not only
wish to study the problem but vish to know &ll the Johngonite positions.
Théy will definitely express tlhemselves t<-ths Fourth in favor or redig-
cuncing the Russiun Question in open conjivecs where zll tondencies
neve & chance to beé reprosé-ted, .

Tie mewicins heve, notiontlly, = grouwp of §0; in Mexico Ciuvy they
ore 18; very good proletarion composition, in the city in tha tyvograph-
{ocl end conotruction unions, cnd otherwise in the oll fields,

2} 3unie and the Spunish group definitely hold the ppsitlon thai
Ruesis is & state captulist svclety; he says that the Spaznish group in
Frence is leaning to that pogition, snd that no doubt when he gots back
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to influencé Lhem to wocept thet position ormally. e has also Just
establishod contuct with the underground in Spain und ig looking foward
to returning thers (Hadrid). WMeanwhile hs 1s irzusloting the Lecntiev
srtiecle &nd wishes me to wrile en introduction. He ulso feels that if

I brpught the Russiun erticles from the NI up vo aate, thay could issus
it as a pamphlet both in Spanish e¢nd ¥rench.

Ke hasg slso given me some navws of the internetional groupings; he
says the very fimest is in Gresce--fine both theoretioally and practios-
11y: they conircl the whole prolaterisan movenent tn Salonica and held
power in that eity briefly. In Franos we nov sell 30,000 ccpiee of 18
Verite and auc %o the fact that we get enough paper to publish 100,000
we sell that paper so that the newspaper 1is self-sustaining. In Italy
wa ure small, but the Boraiglsgt sre & big power, having units sverywhere
inoluaing Trieste; they polled 40,000 votes 1n 4 citiep wherse they ren
cendidetes without tuch &dos

3) I am now with Uatulic in @Guernvscu where I shull spend three dog
with her alone. froush she is nueh interested in the Russian gunestion
vnd definitely reols it must be rediscussed and re-aveluated, she is
worried sbout the type of ariicle I will write, insisting thut what is
new of & gualitutive nature is since the dsuth of Trotsky; that he al=-
ways: gpoxe of the cnpitelist tendencies (she points to somd place in 3tk
Staiin bicgrephy where he gpecks of the law of surplus value) and that
if one could bring 4ll his writingas up to dats, it would be pogsible to
keve a new line on the beagis of the old.lins.

- She Goss not see how she cAn intervene in the Cctober Congress of
the Cennonites since she had written so much without Aayail on unity;
_ and though there is @ new sspect in rinding out about the Johnson ten~
dency of which she knew nothing before I cams, shs 5till feels itfwould
be pretentious to greet the congress in my neme." But she will no doubt
intervene. in the world cagreas on the Russikn quastion, She is re-read-
ing the 0LG ilan wrote, . : . Co

4) Munis is quite sirongly opposed to the International's line on -
. the. SP-CP~CGT to POWER; he feels we cannot do snything to help the Stal-
inists come to power, and though his optimism in the proletaxriat's
ereativae ability in meking the revolution is & fines coatrast to the

pajority who oppose the slogan, still hils remedy is that instead we only
heve slogens such ss "Sliding Socele of ymages™ gnd agitation for soviets
+ ig pretty thin substitute Lol concrate political activity. He is extreme
ly opposed thethe SWP's line during the war and &t the linnespoiis trial’
and hes writien & whole pamphlst against them end their opporitunism. -
Hence hig:relations both with the SWP &nd the International are &t
breaking point. lie has Just eddresged another communication tc the
Fourth on ihe need for a inll disoussion on the Russiun question and
full disoussion and peaticipation of all vendencies that congider- them-
pelves Trotskyites. I saw to it that he included in that letter a spac~
ial reference to Jolnsonites. ' ]

He hes also finighed e book on the Spanish revolution (end since _
1930). He is greatly interested in history end some ghilosophy. Itve
given him your oritigus of Hook and he hes suggested also we contect
Ven who is working on dialectiocs. . . S

§) gharlas Cornall {not Curtis as I wrots in my first letter) ls
here und fully represente all the Judsiesat in the Cannon line against
Unity. They sure are taking advantage of the goldmen split in order to
complately mobilize their party against Shaohtman us a munsuvedpr. In
thut respeot, elthough both lataliu and the Spanigh and lexican groups
know that Cennon does not wish unity, and pPhape Shachiman does wish
it, gtill they tedl that Goldman played righT 1nto Cannonte hands by
splitting eheaa of tha Ootober comvention, why? asks Netalla and also
runis, did Coldmen here promise them to reméin and then suddenly left.
charlie, of coures has o ready answer {ne 414 not particinate in our
digoussions whioh were very rree) but each cne speaks to him separate-
ly) that Shachtman, wishing only to oreate splits, publishod the IHter-
nel Bullstin on Unity Negotiations only to emborrassg Goldman end foroe
him to split sinoce 1t wevouled his negutiations with the VP and & line
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contrery to the one cxpounded in ths 5Swre Do thet ep it might, Hetalia
agress with us, thut we should not create further spiits and confusion
gince "CEnnon woula luva o havé you GB & gsuntorbalance to the Minor-
ity thet Jusi left him."

Excerpt from letter of Auvgust 1%, 1946

The news to 64 1s that the poruvien gection ot the Fourth is for
the position of state oepitulism snd also Sn opén GOngress of the 4th
and will lend its progsurs, I am on iy wWay TOwW to gee soms of the Mexi-
cans in order to meke definite the translation of u pamphlet by mysell
on rupsia, vhich will include the theee published articles, the Two to
be published and e ppeoigl introduction for b (i g i mo
s Rt nEhrrak R T s themof the la pmen’ts-
Algo T have arrangementis with iynia to write 8 speocial introduotion for
the Teontiev article which he is trunsieting. A1l these should be pub=
1ighe¢ well in sdvence of the tforld Congress and ready in Spanish and
perhaps in French for the ISesncee

Hatelin is comsidering sdding me 10 the Gommission on LT's Archives
but T em sure she will mot succeed in getting the SWP to socept me, She
will rowerd an officiasl letter To them, protegting their tallure to
intorm her of the Jolnsonite Tondency ana something quite favoruble
gbout us. Both politiomlly srd personelly we spent & very profitable .
time in Cuervav:zoa,. She snd runis both insist I must go 4o Eurone unaxt
year to the Conferexncs whather or not invited. o . _




