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1N MEMORIAMy NATALIA SEDOVA TROTSEY

Denr Friends:

On Jenuary 23rd the alr waven from France carried the news
of tha death of Natalin Sedovh Trotaky, We were zoing to press with
tha last Llotter from har pen, written to the ¥rench press in oyposition
tc their migrepresentation of her offer to zo to Moscow if her demand
for a geripus and full review of ks grestest (1736-38) Frame--Up
Irials in hiastory was undertaken, Ths bourgeols write-up gave the
improseicn that Hatalis had migtelen elther Khrushchov's de-Stalinization
or Hao Toe~tung!e opposition to Khrushchev, for genuins Warxism, In
the trus tradition of the 0Id Bolsheviam, thosa two totalitarian
bursaucrats bad desiroyed, this frall 82 ysar cld Bolshswik had writts
with the fervor and revelutionary vigor, of a new youthful adhsrent t;o
Harxigm, who ip shocked at the lack of integrity of the bourgeois press
in prosenting Leon Troteky ao "The apiritual father of Maop Tase-tung,?

She fired fack: "Thege words don't balong to ma at sll; they
were introfuced by the writer of the intervisw,,.A great rewlutionary
14ke Leon Trotoky could not in any wy Yo the rather of Hao Tae~tung
vho won hia posltion A4n direct etruggle with the Left Opposition
(Trotalylot) and consolidatsd it by the murder and persecution of
revolutionaries juct mg Chiang Kal-shele did,,.X don't expoct anything
from the Rugsian party nor from its fundamentally anti-commtnist
imitators, All de-Stalinization will yrove to be a trap if it doesn't
lead to the neiyure of powet by the rroletarist and the diesolution
of the police inatitutions, political, military and economic,; baced
on the counter~revolution which aata‘bl!.ahn&. sta.linisb ntato-ce.pl.talim. na

‘This waps the firgt time that Natalia '.l‘rotslv had usad. the’
o:prassion. gtato-capitalliom, 4in speaking of 3gtablighed Commmniem,
in (hing or Ruesia Yor all others based on the latter model.

. Over and above the sadnons o:t‘ her é.oath thers came ovar mo &
warmth and good feeling ag T pondered over her intallectual dering
und never-ondiog optimiem, For it is the latter which vermeated her as
it characterized the gmall Harxist movement who had fought on until the
mighty Tearlst empire had been overthrowny had fussd with the greatest
spontansoug outhurgt in higtory, the Ruasian Rsvoultion of 1917: had
not becon Ypesgimiatic" when, soon after the death of Tenin,
thot first workers'! stale hal Bacome bursaucratimed and begen dovouring

* goe the full latter in the Junuary, 1962 fssus (Vol, 7, Ho.1) of
Yavg & Lottery.
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the children of the revolubtion, while killizg off the Gsmeral 3tafll
that had led the Novomber Rovolution, Inastsad they searched for new
beginnings on ap interastionnl acale,

Hatalla Sedowva Trotaky had firat come in contasct with the
revelutionery movement in Tgarist Russie vhen shs was cnly 15, hed
emjgrated to Eurove to study in its schoole only to Join the pmall
Rugsian emigre group thore., The modest seif-effacing young woman who
wag a member of the Isly'a (the paper of the Russian Marxist group) had
besn assignad to get a new and promising young theorstician who had
Just oscapoed frow Siberia and whoge name ghe had mot been teld, & room.
She wes &lac oeled that sho make pure that ho was not wmeting time but
prepuring for his first lecture in Parie, This wuo the only incident
of her perconal 1life that Hatnlin ever told me during thoge years
(1937-38) in Hoxlco when Siclin -ms staging the monstrous Moscow Trisls
for whick he had orerarcd for a decade but which Leon Trotely had only
two hours %o angwsr, {and that orly because the Mexican press would tell
vs vhat charges came over the teletype and held the presses open for
Leon Trotsky to snswer,)

. Yatalia said that ghs just couldnit get herself %o enter
Trotsicy'a room and deoliver the messsge of the need to concentrate on
tha lectura, She therefore told the older comrade that she
thought he wma prevaring sines she had heard him whiatling,  Her
interpretation of the whistle, however, was not accepted and she wmp
sent oa.ck to knock on the door and apeak to him, Shs vas hluphing and
walking alowly toward the room when Lev Davidovitch burst out of it,
alwost lnocking her pver. "It woo lova at first night, e was then
2l, ©She remalsed his life~long comvanion, Through the sxile from
Tsariem, and in Tsarist prisons, through the tidel weve of revolution
and in nower, {o exile frow Stalin till the tragic murder parted ihem,

Twice during the last, lonely, tragic decade, living with
the nemory of the murder of her huasband and her two sons by the GPU,
thls great revclutionary had elso to speak out ngainst thoge who called
thempelwe Yrotelyiates and headed the 4th Internationsl Leon Tratsky
had founded, We jJust read her astatemsnt that 1s sgainst Ehrushchav and
- Hao Tae-tung, ; )

The fireh of her otatementu after Trotcky!s death cams during
the period when Tito broke from Stalin and the Trotskyiatse began their
filrtastion with him, which was soon followed up by & whitewaeh of the
Stalinist role in the FKorean war, There she fought the Trotakyiate
directlys MOtuweceed by old and outlived formulae you coninus to
regard tho Stal:rigt etete ap a workers! gtate., I cannot and will not
follow you in this, ..In 1932 and 1933 the’ Stalinists, in order to Juatify
their chamelogs capitvlation to Hitleriem, declerad that 1t would. matter
1ittle 1f the Yaucists came to power, becauss soclelism wuld come aftar
and through the rule of Fauclsm, (nly dehumanized brubtes without a
shred of soclalist thought or opirit could have argued this way. Now,
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notwithstanding ths revoluticnary aimg which animmts you, you ma’nicin
that the derpotic reacticn vhizh hap triumphed in Enstern Barops 13

one of the roads theough wiiczh socialipgm will eventually ouma. Ohis
viaw marks pn ircoiadiable treook wilk the profoundest comvietiona Alwaya
held ty sue wovewent and whluh { suntinue to sharea...The Thive Vord War
vhich ths-eatene humanlhy eont:cnes the revolutionary movencnl with the
mogt Aifficuls problems, the mows complex sitwuilcns, tho genvest
decislone,..Wiever defends Lnin regine (Stalinism) of barbarsua
opprasslen, regavdless of motives, abandong the principles of soclaliem
and intornetiocnalicm, N¥

In 1951 vhen ghe had gvwolen out so awdaciously che had st411
refrained from referring to Stalinlem as state—capitalism, When I had
Zone to gee her in 1947 I must confenp that, degiite my erent
admiration for her; the thought st11) <lungy to me that her thec-oticeal
davelopment had beon wiilingly etifled by hkerself becauae ehe had
subordinnted everything in her 1life to that of Leon Trotsky, I had.
aslked her what abuut her dlary to which Troteky refers {and from which
he quoten in hia autobiogrephy, My Life.) I offered to help her
publish 1%, She nodestly caid it was quite incomplets, that it was
only done to holp Leson Trotuly remembsr cortain eveants thal passed him
by too fest and he had ewagrerated the disry's value, I felt that in
any case ghe would mot publish it an she wighed to take no steps that
might in any way be construsd differently than those Lev Davidovich
wonld have taken, . . ] :

She turned tho conversation instesd toward my work. Although =

I had broken with Trotsky over. the clase nature of Bussia and its deferce,
she net only trouted me as & collsague becauso. of my paat aguociation
with Trotsky, but was very interepted in finding out what were .the
$heeretical ressons for ‘the break, She had me trenslate for her, word
for word, the artlclag on the Russian revisions of Marx's theory of
valus, ** She refuged, however, to take a positon on ths dosigpation of
Bussia @ sbabs -oapitalist, She eald that it was implicit in Trotakyls
fight ageinst the bureaucracy, that she felt he himgelf would have reached
that position had he lived through to the end of the war and mesn the
Stalinist axploitation of Eastern Europs,. But she inpisted that ghe

" eimply did not lmow emough theory to venture out on her own shen
Trotsky had dlad before coming to auch & conclusion, Thus, fowr years
later uwhen che bYroks with the Trotskyiot movement, she gtiil did it sn
the baels of genersl revolutionary principles rather than any specific
theory, . :

All this hesitation however, was gone by the time EKhrushchow

that obedlent Stalinist 4n &talin's 1ifetime,dared to picture himeelf

ap an anti-Stalinist when his mentor died axd rovolution brales out in

Ezgtern . Burope, first East Germany and then Hungary, Not having

learned anything from these evunter-revolutionary actiona, the Trotskyiets

Bow wsre accepting most of the ground rules that Mao was laying down in

hig fight for lesdership of the Communiot orbdity Natalinm hen rosas to

her full ptaturs end declared all thig "gtate~capitaliom, .

% This lotter was sddrossed to the Folities) Committec of the Socdalist
Workers Party, dated May 9, 195) and wll]l be republighed by us ip foll
in the Yebrvary issue of News & Lettery,

** Apeviomn FBeopomiq Review, Sept. 1940, Sept, 1945,
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vhich ig further than Leon Trotoly ever took his analyesis of the
Buseian burssucracy.

Tha death ¢of Natalia Sedowa Tyotsky marks the end of the
generetion that made the greatest rewplution in history., It has put
a poerisd to that other great phemomenont  the role of the wemen 4n
the Bolehevik movemont, Ome has only to compare an opportunist 1ike
Furtasvn, ths enly weman to reach.for a gingle year, the Political
Bureeu of the Ruasian Commmist Party, with a Vers Zasulitch—one of
the three founders of the Russian Marxzist movsmeat—to pos the class
atyas thet divides ons from tha other, I meation Zasulitch rather
than the one woman in the werid Marxist movement that has mede her
gark as an’ original theorsticisn—Rosa Luxemburg-—bsmuse, in memorian
of Natalls, I wish to speal of those women who had not gained thooretical
leadership and theretfore wers very nsarly diasregarded ezcspt as
faithful wivee and mpthers, Vera Zasulitch, though a lesder, wap Mnown
for her bravery snd emotlone rather thaa fer sny theoretical contribubtisns,
although it wae her letter to Harl Marx that hed produced his answer on
the speclel rols that the mir (0ld Rucsien sgriculiursl sommmo sxisting
even in Tearist deys) might play if Rusela could find a way "to siclp"
capldaligm in her path to industrizdization, ‘

Vera Zamulitech wag only 16, in 1861 when ghe was firgt
arrested, G5he was in and out of Jails when she guined prominence for
shooting the moet hated Tuarist Governor Genxal of St, Patersburg,
Trepov, for the flogging of an imprisoned fellow stulent, The exciting
thing was that she hed turned her trial into such an expoa® of tha horrera
of Tearlam thet even in those daye (1878) the jury acquitted herl ghe
wan then emuggled out to exils and it 1s to her place that all who
apeaped from Tearlem found their way——Martov, lenin, Trotaky. She was
Plekhanyv's colleagus when hs broke with the papuliets, attecked "
terrorisn, and fovnded Huesian Marxiem, Natalin told me that even when
they were all convincsd Marxists, that fa to cay, belleving that only
the mess movensat can overthrow Tasarism or capiteliem, amd writing
hsated articies againgt terrorism, they would all’ feel so olated vhen
gonte particularly hated Toerist offlcinl weu, sthot, that they would
quietly drink to the daring terrorist who had made that attempt, . .

It waa this type of hatred for an exploitative regime, thig
kind of self-sacrificing daring which would send them crossing the
border back to Rugels to distribute their precious literature, (and
Hatalis too wunt with thege messages and found hergelf in jail,) the
all~encorvasalng dovoution to the movement which made it appear me iAf
they had no pergona) 1ife waantever since none of ths peraonnl life
aver impinged upon the needs of the movement of liberation that crsated
a very special kind of human boing cuch as Natalia Sedova Trotcky,
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I ghall nsvar forget the only time' I ever maw Natalias ary, ]
Newe came of the duath of her enly living ason, Loon Sednff, in Paris,
I hanpened to have Ween the first to nave gotten that tregic news when,
ap Leon Trotaly!s gsocretary, anewsrad the vhone while we were all at
the %abls cating 1unch, I did not dere fnce anyons wilk ibai news,
Stalin hod perascuted her other gon whose whereabauts we didn't lmow,
Ho had persacuted Trotaly's daughters by his first wifs o well ag the
wvife herself until dsath by suleide or %ordure. And novw thia—I Just
gat through lunch, pretending that 1t wag a wrong number, and at the
ond of the Jinch the pocratariat zot togeather to figure out who ghould
Yreak the news to Leon Treteky and who to ¥atalla, We ull dooided
that only Leon Trotsky could e ths dbearsr of such news to Natalia,

They departed to thoir room apd in a moment came that gcream,
We did not sme them for B days. Tho hlow was the harder not only becauge
Leon Sedoff had bosn their only livirg child, but also becauge he had
beon Trotskyfs closest llterary and political celiaborator. When .
Trotely wap Interned in Norway, gegged, upable to answor the monstrous
chargas levelled sgainst him in the first (August 1936) Hoecow Trials,
Sedoff had venned Le Liwvre Rougel which, by triiliantly exposing the’
Hoecow falsifierss doalt an irreparsble blow to the vrastige of the GPU,

In the derk days . after tha tragic news had reached us,
tnon Loon Troteky ond Natalis were clopeted in their room, Trotsly
wroto the story of their son's drief 1ife. It was the firet time aince
pre-ravelutionary daye thaet Troteky  had written by hand, C -

On the eighthdey Leon Trotsky emerged from his room, I vas
potrified at the sight of him, The neat, meticutous Leén Trotaly had
not dhaved for e whole week, His face wap deeply lined, Hls eyes were
awollen from oo much eryine, Without uttering a word, he harded me the
hapd-written menuscript, Loon Sedoff, Son, Friend, Fientgr, which conteined
soms of Trotaly's most polgpant writing., My eyes sat first on this
ptetement, "I told Watalia of the death of our don--in the eams msnth of
February in vhich, 32 yéars ago, cho brought to me in jall the nowe of
his birth, .Thus endsd for us the day of FPebrusry 16th. tha blackest day
in our personal livus,,,Together with our boy haw died everythingz that
atill remainad young within us." Tho vamphlet wap dedicated "to the
proletarian youth," ' _ ' '

The following morning the papers carried the announcoment of
the Third (March 1938) Mescow Trials, acheduled to cven within two ghort
woeks of the demth of lLeon Sedoff, One day shortly after this Natalia

- went for & dmll with ms in the wootts and thers she began to ecry quistly
and meked me not to lot Deon Trotsky lmow oince he more than anyons
needed 21l his stremgth and our help to answer these fantantic, slanderwus
chargey from the man in the Fremlin who set on murdering the tne man
(Trotsiy) who could still leed a revolution against the bureauncracy and
restore the Ruspian, snl thereby the international movement, to itm
Marxist path of liberation,

* Tirst avpoarsd in Ruspian &8 opecial 1spus of the Qppogition Bulletin
{organ of the Russien Bolghevik-Leninists,) edited by Sedoff in Parls,
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With the beginniug of the Third Hogcow Trinle, we had &9
forget everythisg eiso and begin fighting the chavges,

I chall remeuber Mataliam in that one moment of tesrs when her
thoughts were neverihou.se »i tha movement, It ag clearly expresssg tha
rercouzl tragedy thaw 2:d Tviuhavik’s Ao not let interfers with iho
lilverating movemont thav meusos over forward, I shall pepember Satalia
as thy .2 eat rovolutionary vhose thoughts wers as high as her dewntion
and ghe spoks out even againgt thosv who led the movement her husband
had founded, I ghall remember Nainlie the mothar who haf drouvght up
her children in the midst of all these hardehips to be revolutionaries
in their own right. I ehall remember Fatalia for the legacy shs hag )
laft un all of the gonoration that made a revolu$ion, saw 1t transformed,
yet ldover wavered for a moment 1n thelr optimiam, their »rincivlednsas,
and the tenderneas that shone throush, the hard sa £1int attitude toward
the rulers of the world that are leading us to tho nuclear holocaust,

The intergomminication through the ugee.will continue,  for
death hore Yecomes the beacon to the future, . -

~~Raya

(1abor donzted)




