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- STABE OF STATE-CAPITALISM'S DEGENERACY

" ‘The’ death of Brezhnev, which. the mass

media and the so-calied scholar-specialists on

- Russia are writing up as if it were'a turning--

point-in history —-*‘the end of -an era”’ and the

“beginning of o' new age'’ — has nothing new

‘atout it. Far from signifying anything histor-
ically new,-Andropev’s ascendancy reflects
_the final stage of state-capitalism’s de-
generacy. Never before has a man who has
...spent 15 years of his life heading. the maost
-hated of secret police, the KGB, become the

ruler  of Russia, though that country. had,

- under .the totalitarian Stalin, been transform- -

ed from the first. workers' state into ils op-

.~ posite—— a state-capitalist society calling itself |

*Communist’’,

When the head of that secret palick at the tme of Stak
n's desth’'— Beris — thought he could achieve such a fest

‘béctuse he hind dosslers not only on dissidents bul op dack 7

“Palitbure member, Khrushichev knew how to put to his awn
use the: hatred of the masses for Lins executioner, by,

having Berin executed. instesd. The-cne thing that bes |

never thapged - uatil gow — s the fact that the Party

hax always remaloed the “"vanguard,” the monolithle in-
- stitutlon which gave osdees o all otber Institutians; in-
- cluding the Army and espeeinlly the secre{ police.

. Nblﬁing is more ii!us;er in the curvent anilyséﬁt”lhan .

" the indulgence of the American “spets*’ on haw tezhnoi-
.- opically backward Russia s supposed o be, how unknow-
" ledgeable of computers and electronics. and how “or its
last legs" is the Dllussinn ecanomy — as If the glebal
recession resids only in Russia and not in the U5, Noth-
. "ing better gilds the equally reactionary Reagan Adminis-
" tration. Rtussin is no “*basket case.” Have the " Western'”

ideologues. forgotien ihat it. was Russia, not the U.S.,-

which seat up the Dirst Sputnik? Russia has by new ex-
tended ‘tself not enly to culev.space bul right on this
earth, from Afvica, Latin Americo and the hModiterranean

- to the Guli region awd most of the scetos of the world,

It Is precisaly Ruszia's “high technology' — when di-
recied, as it has been, 10 mibitasization - which'is the
ground Redgan'is rusning “ta carch up with™ in the hope
of surpassing it, if ooly he, too, can achivve the destnie-

“tion of unicnizatisn and high wages. And in the Kind of

 technology represented by micye citipa and robotics, |

among other thiagd, 1an'Lat Jupan wWhich:has ougdis-
tunced the “West," be it in e2utes or steel or whatever?

TUNEMPLOTYHENT WITHIN FACTORY

' AND MARTIAL LAW
o it ks not in “high techndlogy™
o grost contradictions wrecking enpibs
e state. One neods, instend] to D deepr inlo the bamc
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that one cen find iy
-;,I‘i_qq\,__xn_ri\.‘ﬁ\t- as . wal)

- ployment within the factory

" understand what has happened in the new stage-of state- "~ -
“capitalism? YWasn't that made clear enough once General =~

" Party? The subordination of the Pariy to the Army and -

eapitalflabor relationshlh. Tﬁuugh the Russians, too, don’t

‘know bow 10 overcome it, they do have a name for the

current “low produclivily” of Russian tabor:. '‘unem-
ates.” Jaruzelski's answer
is to militarize labor — which gives us a clue to Andro--

pov. 10 whom we'll turn later.

Here, however, all eyes. must return to the period from
August, 188¢ through December, 1981, when state-cap-.
italism =onfrented an impossible contradictory duality.
On the one side, the Polish workers created Solidarity,
that elemental new form of a genuinely independent trade
uaion movement, witlin the’ sian 8
political demands ‘of such an indivisible nature, as Frec-
dom. On the other side, the totalitarian State turned to the
Army when they saw t(hatl Selidarity had inspired even
some in the Communist Party to solidarize with 'it.’ The
shock to the.rulers, in Peland -as in Russia ‘(who™

recognized in SeHidarity a veritable **dual goverament™),"

was s¢ overwhelming that they decided the Communist
Party, too, must be put in its place. The decision was -
marde to lauach martial law on Prea. 1L -

Do Western ldeologues need to see the ‘actisl Micutes of .

the }ast mseeting the Russian “‘eminence grise,” Suslov,
had with the Polish ruiers he still could trust, in order to -

Jaruzelski was elevated to be the leader also over the -
the ZOMOS hag proved to be an actual aaticlpation of

what would bappen la Russia. But, because that is hardly -
the focus of the Western ideciogues, the current events in - -

Tussia. have diverted them, instead, to talking of An- -~ '

dropov’s Yeuilure,™ L

ne truth-is that Andropov's comlng to power, far from
revealing & new cra of “culiure,” .
de?eneracy of state-capitalism as a whole. It was an- - . .
tielpated st ity weakest point -— in a satellite where the
masses were in revolt and therefore the milltary had Lo
be given power almnost on & par with Big Brother himself. "

. What needs to be scen is the pivoi is not the degencracy

at the top, but the truth that the revolts against Com-.
munist totalitarianism for {uily three decades have been -
50 deep that the rulers have had to resort to the military |
over the herctofore sacrosanct Party machine.

. THE COHTINUOUS REVOLT e

Consider what Russla had 10 do, itself, to put down the
Erst German revelt of June 17, 1053, the Hungarian Rev.
olution in 1956, the Czecheslevak Spring in 1968 — where. -
as, in Polamd, 1981, it was a nalive Pole, Zeneral
Jarurelskt, who did 14 by himsell. Any nuance of dilfer--
viee between the State and Preduction and the Military is
gone, Marx is the only one wha was right about the ulti-
maie in capitalism — stale-copilalism: ihers s nothing -
hutwesn the hlerurchy in the factory at the point of pro-
duction, and the State, As Marx put jit, the Stote s the

Srexerencence” of capliel's dominntion,

Even uptler mprtial law the workers »m Poland have
centinued thelr rovelt - When Jaruzelaki *‘sbolished™ So-

ussian orbit, which raised .- -

reveals the state of ..



Idarity on Oct. 8, the shipyard workers in Gdansk, Gdynia

" ardd Bopot refused to wail for a General Strike called for

<. Nev. 10 and strock immediately. And when the govern- -

ment militarized the shipyards, drafting ali those work-

ers, men’and women in Wroclaw and Nowa Huta walked

cut of their mills and plants. Yei, instead of reporting the

theusands who did come oul again on. Nov, 10, the West--

.. ern media reported these tremeidous deinonstrations a
*fatlure” and-the General Strike a vfimle' - as'if any-

. 'onejcou.lr.?_act_ualiy execute @ general strite voder martial -

Jaw, 1

- The gr'eau:ess.: nowness - and -continuity of ll;e-_.Pt-:iish .
revolt lies deep in.the. credtive recesses of spontapeous |
- raesy uprisings.’ lFer the [irsl time . ever. lu ihe threede-

.. cade-long revolt in East Euroype, the workers had found a
way, paved.for them by a small, unique combination of
workers and inléliectuals known as KOR, who had devel.

oped the. concept . of .a, totally independent {rade’ union -

. movement far out of the confines of trade unionisrs in any
* other country in the East or in the West, When Solidarity
. begaine an actuality, the uwnion did not Ieave matters only
2l the prodection line hut demeaeded political freedoms as
well, Iadeed, it wis because Solldarity had reached the

" - stage s.’_chaﬂexgng stote anthority and winning legal

- status that the Communist ideclogues, in Russia ond at
the top echelons of the military in Poland, feared they

. were confronting a veritable “dual government.™
- When  the martial-law, the imprisonments, and the
hated ZOKOS still could et suecoed im crusghing the re-
“valt, they added their version of *Roman ci:cuses,” To
“encourage the Chureh's continued undecmining of wiat
. . the Underground Hesistonce wuas working for {and the
" masses were, indeed, undurtuking actions independent of
. the Church adviee}, tha State granted tha Church a pro-
.- miss for a Jupe visit by the Pope. Walesa's fresdein was

- eoaditional on bis “prudence’ —— a nrudence that they
- (Jaruzaiski, the Army, the ZOMOS, and Russia) will

S

judge. -

The gnestion that toust now be asked s what about the '

true ingepetdents, the iticos who - weren't separating
freedom” from wgrkers’, contral . of . producticn, the in-

.- ~itiators - of -thal. unigue worker-intellectual | combination-

""" that 1aid the ground [of SoMdarisy — KOR? What about
" those who are now risking their lives in contiruing under-
ground activity? What sbeut Kuvron, Modzelewskl, Mich-.

‘oth, Litynskil, Lipaki, Waier, Frasyniuk? Are the rulers ..
" preparing. thelr execution to balzuce .the Romsan Cir-.
cures? "lhe last word has by no means yet bees said! |

_ STATE-CAPITALISN AND THE ‘HURGARY ROAD’

. Nol even inat possibility has stepped the Western ideol- -
. 0gues from their empty speculalions about the Andropov -
-, -phenomenon - in’ Russla. - Added: 1o deseriptions:of An-

dropov’s-“culture” and “chrewdness’* is speculaiion, net
about the Hungarian Revolution, but sbout what they call
- the “Hungary road" — freer trade and some private
. property. We are now remindaed thal Andrepov, who was

sslan Ambassador to Hunl;:az-y whzn Russia brought in..

.its tenks to oyush the revolution, had chusen Xadar as
_*his man’ - and, since Kador opposed the Husslan over-
lordship when revolotion first broke out, we sre supposed
.to think of him as a soclaifst when be came 1o jreside
over ‘tha counter.revolution, especially since b then
evolved s o “now Hungery jcad. - : '

What is this “Huhgary road"'? Does allowing some

“free trode’ and relaxation of colleetivization of agricul- -

" ture change the clasy pature of the Stata? Does any of
this make Androogy & veritable “closet lberat™? Teral

nonsense. Worse than thet, such analysis diselotes how |

- % An important letter, *'The Danger iIn Poland,” by
George Konrad, has brought out the historic fact that in
the Hunwarian Revolulion tho leaders had alsa been

_ promised thet there would be no executivis oare “order
- -1s restered.” But In fact Nogy amd his colleagues were
. Cexecuted. (See New Vork Revisw of Reoks, Dec) 2, 162,
BB ] o

totnlh..r_ ignored is tﬁe whole phenomenon of what has hap----
pened ‘to the world economy ever since the Depression -
cansed the tota) collapse of private capitalism. The truth

" is that the only way capitalisis could save itself, and then’

launch into World War 11, was to bow to the State Plan. It
isn't Pian, Plan, Plan, but State, State, State that matked
the uaw, the ultimate stage of capitalism. By \\:I"latevcl'
name it went — whether Roosevelt’s **New Deal,” or Ja-

pan's '‘co-prosperity sphere,” or, after World War n,:..-

DeGaulle’s constitulional authoritarianism — state inter-:
vention w;s nere to stay. 1t achieved total ‘control in its
Russian form —- Stalinism — only because it was easier to -

woduo it there since the revolution: had-destroyed ‘Tsarism, -

In Ruossia, though Stalin called it "socialism,"* what the
world witnessed in fact. was a transformztlon into op- = .
posite — of a-workers' state into-a state-ca italist .mon-,

" strosity. Qld capitalism, jn the West and in the hst, had

what its ideologues call “'a ntlxed efglr_mmy," while lu:g:‘ng s

 Stalin by gilding Russian state-capitalism as “'secialism.™ -
_ The !an)étfage é?ould not possibiy change the facts: Plan

‘from above, State Plan, with its destruction of the work-
ers’ attemnpls to control production, spells out the State as
sole decision-maker.: Tkis is what Marx called “barracks -
diseiptine’ — and he was agplyiu the expression not just -
ta the Army bat to the relations of cuplial and labor at the

point of production in the factory.-Which is why the State

remains the excrescence of that exploitative relationship.

In the nuclear age, it has reached its ultimate as both -
Gollaths, . Russia and the U.S., are - preparing for the-
Apocalypse with the Grand Ilusion that nuclear war is:

“winnablc"; and that only the *‘Cther” will suffer total.
annikilation, . . N LT
_FINALLY, ANDROCPOV — AND THE .
RUSSIA-CHINESE FEELERS

Lest the phenomenal haste with which Andropov as. -

sumed full power hefore ever Brezhnev was buried gives
s the impression of a weil-ciled machine that never.runs
astray and of an uncheckered rapid road to pewer, it is
necessary to lock earciully and objectively at Andropov's
long road to becoming General Secretary of the Russian®

L. Communist Party in the 20-vear peried which wae naver

free of the impossible dualities of exploitation, recism, sex-

‘ism and brutal repression, on the one hand, and never. =

ending revelts in Russia’s Empire in East Europe, on the

other. .

Ac a young maun, al the head of the Young Cnminixﬂi;i'__: o
" League, Andropov was sent to aid in the amputation’of

Finland during World War 11 Thus, at the very beginning .
of his hizh.ricing carcer, the simuitancous task of repres-

_sion and giving the apperrance of malintaining indepens .~

dence was [irst witnessed in Finland. In 1951 he was '
breught 1o Moscow. No sooner had the very first workets'

revoit {romz under Communist totnlitarianism erupted and .

‘bren crushed in East Germany in 1853, than Andropov
was sent to Hungary in 1954. Fe was to crush the revolu.
tion there in 1938, and supervised the rise of Kadar.

Whatever . was thal Andropov learned frem’' ~

Khrushchev's rise and fall after putting missiles in Cuba
al o lime when Russia’s nuclear might could not match
the 118, Goliath's, it was Khrushchev's “reforms" — so

Inseparable from stute-caepitulism's savagery' — thalt. - :

molded Andropov's “new"” regime as he came o haad the’
KGHB in 1967, He "liberatized™ Stalin's treatment of the
inteliectitals by sending thens to the new horrors colled
psvehiatrie hospitals, e L : R
The fellowing year Brezinev dared to cali the counlurs:
revointionary assnult on Czechoslovakio by Russinn tanks
-= ‘“miernuticnnlism.” The infpmous “Brezhnev Doc -
wing? s octuslly Hussisn chauviaistic imperislistie in.
tervention Into all **socinlist countries.'” Stalin's “social-
ism in one country’® has gone ubroad to roost. In the hatf
ceatury kinee Stalin’s usurpation of pawer develeped into
slule-Capitalism and reached o climnx in the “Greal Rus.
slan BPatriotic War” what the world hus witsessed s
what Lewin sensed on his dying bed ns he warned against
Stalin, Lewtn correcily spelled out Stalin's relations with
fellnw Commuunints in Georgla as: “Sevateh a Communist -

‘ ~ and you find n Great Rimsian chauvinist,” This rising
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‘ tide of naticnalism-chauvizism is now armed wi'k suc-
..+ leat power, as.1s the 11.5,, and both nuciear Titeny are
- driving toward a single counlry's tatal yichbal puwer. -

“If is in this context, and net in the S¢-mimte lonyg tatk

- hetween Grornyko and Huang, that one 'peeds i0 sce
" whether there is anything new:in Chinese Tussizn-rela- .

_tions -since  Andropov’s: ascendancy o power. The rela-

'+ ., tions between so-called “socialist countries’™ were starkly -
“7.% revealed -in their irue nationalistic context in - the mid-

.7 719608, when the furstlence was world-wide and the Nixen
* - Administration, in its sphere, carried cut the height of the.

- counler-révointicy against Vietnum .sbrcad and against.
i Wemen's . -

~the anti-war.Youth,: the: Black Revaiution and
. Lineration at home, U e S

7IE ‘was ther that Andrapiv camme to head the KGB and -

' \whs followed by the “Brezhnev. Doctrine.”. The Sing.So-
““ylet orbit which split-at'the heginning of the 19480s, from
‘ zn “unbreakable friemdship” to 2 great corftict, reached

“its ‘climax’ in- Mae's “'Cultural Revolution when China.

subordinated  Vietnsm's Jife-and-death struggle. with-
-American imparialism to declare Russiz a3 "Enemy MNo.
1.” ‘Deng's post-Man Chinz has not only continied that
line bui intessified it. Just-as Mao sacrificed his
. "vielpsest-comrade-in-arms.’” Lin Iino, when he dered to
. chjeet to Xla's relkall Lt the clvpit for RIzON, st-eng
" ayas concretizing Russiz as ‘'Enemy Ro. 1" by saying
* Russia was the worst of the imperialistic super.powers,
“and flrting with outright collaboration with 315, imperisl-
... ~-ism against Russia” 0 . S
;7 But, just_as UL, imperfalism ncver gave up its 'na-
tional -interests™ in the preservation of the Chiang Kai-
shrelt cornection ond pretection of Taiwan oven after the
U.8. “aliance’’ with Deag, so Deng never gave’ wp its
ctake in Russia — not when 115 tmperialism sewmns to
disregard China’s spationnl interests,” Anyene. however,
who serlousiy thinks that Andropoev's pulling sut feelers

to China means Russiz'e fnrﬁew!.t,in:‘: China's defection -

r look at.

needs to take a degpe capltalislic ittareats uf
each. of these “*suctalist countries.”. . S
“Just when we werc confrunted with. a pre-revolutiopary
situation in fran and the mass movement against the Sheh
wus gaici

ing the Shah! Ever since the Hitfer-Stalin Pact gave the
reen light to World War 11, neither Statin's Russia nor

a momentumn of ils own, both Russia and .
China, for i 0WD aational interests, wers st embrac- -

. %tno's China foven when it was only it Yenas and pur-

" sued by Chiang Kal-shek's Army) has ever fuadamoentaily
departed from s inhorent Seatinfsm. that is to say, ils
state.capitalist patere, ' TN

.the overriding question for capitalist-imperiulism ihe
 world over is haw to force labor to produce wnd produce
. und produce for ‘production’s sake’” — that s, hew to

T it

© Delroit, Mich, ’

enforée. “laber disaipline.” For Russia, which has already ;
tried “barrock discipline” in the factery. as in the mili-
tpry —- and still faces the continudus laber revolts in its
Easi Kurope, the question isi whal else’is leit to try? Itis
here we need. (o have one more look at Andropoy. |
The “‘nawness’ of the present stasie of state-capitalism,
its full .degeneracy, lies, nol in jts foreign relations, but

- strictly ip the igternal Conflict; and tiat does include Rus-

‘sia’s East Europe Empire, Let's return;to Suslov’s last -

visit to Poland on the eve of Déc. 13 (and, as it turned out, -
* the eve of his death).~- this time not to see what it sig-
* pified {or Poland, but fo

3 ! r Russian sutcession. Susloy was' -
‘Russia’s preeminent ideologist, recognized "as .‘‘the dog-

matist” but at Jeast somewhat apart from a girect econ-

“gric-politicalimilitary” identity,’ especially “its~secret
police demands, Andropov, the KGE man, nevertheless .
moved rapidly to take over that porifelio -after Suclov's
death, That was the beginning of the vyear 1682, '
As.the-conflict between, Russia and the U.S. Is heating
up with Reagan’s revival of the Cold War. and Russia is
no longer that lesser nucléar might.of the. 1282 Cuban
Missile crisis when Khrushchev. had to bew to Kennedy,
there seems to be no area which Andropov seems willing
to leave out of his totglitnrian hold. By taking over olto
aYl ideology, 'stale-capitalism-has “coordinated™ political
and military and ideology. And let’s not forget that Wein-
berger has mel his match in Russia’s Defense Minister as
“Ustinov was the tirst io vole For -Andropov, and declared
that anyone calling for military cuts was committing an
sunpardonable mistake.™ oo T o T e e
“Andropov has summed 1t all up himself in his first

" major speech to the Supreme Soviet — not when he tajked

the same languape as Reagan against “‘the other.' bt
when he talked of the crisis within Russian economy, It is
cleay thal the 197576 economic global crisis has not
zhated in 1982, The tough words are directed against Rus-
sia's o0 million work-foree for its lack of *laber dis- -
,ciplize,”” ils “shoddy wuork, inactivity and irrespon- -
siliility.”” “Then comes sill another waming against insuf-
[infet **labor productivity’” which, says the new ruler and
idvelagist, should result in'an iwamediaté and vnaveid-

~ able effect on earnings.”

Yes, the Russians have a word for it: “unemployment

{aclory ys
atiswer 16 the continuous resistance to “inbor diseipline'”
and the endless revolts, HHere, too, Marx had the answer:
The deeper the ecoremic crisis the more dnes capitalism
creatn ity own *'grave-diggers ': the prolctariat. In Rus-
=in, as in Polaad, the gravediggers-of capilalism are pre-
paring. No, the'last word has not yct been said, and An-
dropov's uscendancy will not stifle the massive opposition
from all over its ampire, beginning at home. .~

Nov. 28, 1982
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) ___Rava Dunayevs!nva s :alest work, exhaust[vely‘
researched, 2t ong and the same time reve..le
.- a startling feminist dimension in the.
. revolutionary throretician Rosz Luxemburg
.and 'discloses new. moments in. the Jast | =7
"deécade of Karl Mard's life, Dispuling those’
“whao characterize Marx’s_last' decade as . a ',
“slow death.” Ms:- Dunayevskaya' tontends
3 that he devcloped some of his most 27
arid. Mar;s Ph Imnph\ ¢ b ... ptofoundly’original ideas in that period, :
of Revolition X o inciuding his analyses of the rales of. v.om:.n' S
~and of the peasantry as seen. in his recently
transcribed -Ethnological ‘Natebooks. Also .. )
fejecting those who view:Mamx and Engels. as-. .
one”” Ms, Dunayevskaya reveals ‘sharp
difterences between them and presents a
new interpretation of ol post- Marx Marxists -

Raya Duna)eul\a)a e ‘. o _' _'_—- he.mmnun;, wnth fng,els. ;
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