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.. ,,~~:~I:It~~8tl~#~~r~::ft£~: . 
•' ·.:~year .. may not," on· .. the' surfac-e.- .Jippear,~-Jo be" directly: 
· _~rehted to··.the nmWentous events ln'-Poland,_:on which. 
·the~: eyes~ of-._ the ·~ntlrt!·- warld-::are- focused.- Yet It is 
·precisely _the.:evuluUonnry acUvity O!_.Ule __ Po1~b women· 
L'J.tt bGUdtluminaWS'the depth- and.power af_S.'1lidnrnOsC:. 

·as. a. moVem~nt._strlvlng _to ·schlt!Ve .a." whole·. new; $0clely · 
or- "Brud-ad Frecdom''--itnd; at the same time; reveals 

·:.: eoritradlcUons --that-·_ need ",to ·be '.faee'd,· .. by calling_- into 

FROM SP ... RK .To, MiSSES IN MOTION .. 
· ·- :··.nic:· birth, o't: SoUd;rlty:_in ·.:195D.:Was, sP8%-k~:: by'-'a·· _ 
strike a_t' the;Gdansk•sl:lipyaniS· oYer~Uie~!iring ·or_._-Anna_.: 
Walet1t.Ytlawicz;c_t~.; crane· _opel:"~tOr_-'who~, '~o{a~~\.ye8.r/ha_d · ~ 
placid -,a_· wreath. 'At.:the; liates whi!re :.tbe~_Wo'rkiirs-._Wel:e :· 
killed' in 'tbe ·_1970: reVulL_~ThrOughout~the:"'C'cOittse ·or, the,~: 

. Gdansk ; strike:_· which ->.'erea~ ~~Soli~tY'tcwo~e~ •:-!o'!Jl:r' 
p~--iri: aU:. th~- a~}!V!L!~~~t{{ ~r"\i~:?-\.~ ~:0-;J.~·:~:/};;_-f-~~';~/::~: ~;~rst.-:' 
. ---,·:,Alina PienkoWska>.:~lhought: of.;:evezyllilng:~ She- .g_ot· :r 

.. the rubber -,stamp,(iSsu_t!:d~ passes;:._eOllected-;fObd_;_"from.~" 
peoph~o·.:-; Opel-led :a.--pla~e ---.tO-~ accept:: girts;? ri!D.d~t~ure .(the' : ;; 

·::w;~~i~m~:f;£~~xl~~~~i1i~~~5~f~;r 
, ::_ :.Jo~n~a-:Do~:Gw~' ~ediate~,.i~~--organh_·~-· 
lng _ support·,·for ·strikoa'a ;_from_-:' people :;itrouo!l:, th_e,, dty:_,..;~ 

. ;·' financlat·--Jielp:- food; bla~akets;·dtstrlbotlOa:~or .. :tnrcrma·",'.'' 
' tion.J · In- it · textlJe ~ to~·; lli_e ~ nJ.st ·:act_: cf: soUdarlty ;_wia.s _·.-
organlzJng help. for the -"·m.any·'slnJPe~-mothers;~:;takfng :~ 
care of children while' the women- were strlklng,; -ree·. , 
ogniziDg fl~ncial: dJrflcWtles· of: single· Jifto:lhers ·:a~d:? 
orga~:~izJng _ m-.terlal :_11elp;. establls.'llng,-;t:O-oP:eraUves ___ of · -, 

· )VOmen-· ta¥_ng t,ui~s · ~taJ,~dl~g _1~,-- st:~.~-~-~~~~;:~~~~·:.J~:J;r:.~-:-~ 
, · .. · ·In ·the ~universal· dem:i_nds. ,formulated,._i_~_,_.Gd~J;lsk •• -~ 
not_ OJnly::did the workers demand the .J'ight to:organiz~ · 
fret! trade:.urlion_S, .,VlC .,rl~ht "to·-- strike;··. tbe'·Cn_d.'(.r-;~«n~ 
·sOrship- :and~ freeinG-· .politicat;PrtSone'rs, :_ but_.,_also~, in
cluded'- bt>tter- working_·conditions _ !or_:_healt_h, penonn.el 

.:-> que:~tioli_, whether:- -thes:e ,, W()MCn -b11.ve: been:- re_cugnized · ;; 
. ,'o-:' lis :.lh;e·,.· ~~~~ .. :-_~v~l~~~Jl~ __ f~r~:: they.--~·:_·-:: __ :-·.-:.:·:-._. 

',(almost all _v/Ome.nl_..as:a"'way_-_:of .. :assuring :full,,inediCar · 
care Cor. 'e_veryonc,-_ adequate_ ·space 'in_' d.ay-:eare~ centers 
and kindergarhms, ·_'and -_the_' in.!;titutioti·!'o( .three· 'Y.eirs 

. . . Ind<!ed, · eone h~tve focused_ on_ tha worn.en. Yet they 
:have· beenceruclaLto the- strurur;te: trom: the very. begin· 

· 'rilng, . 8n:i _ieinaln _so in the· unyieldin&' _ res!stance _to the:;_ 
.. ·. '"eounter--~vnlution-. th:at; began: the:· moment· marUal law 
:.~_was·- deelared.-_ _:-_Tbe\ general:_ Strlb: b .. the Lenin_ Steel-_ 

·Y ,.-..:~ ~--~weyr'k~_-,P1~r.t·h1;:Cnu~ow.--at;'·the·- end;- of. December ,_was 
. --... -_led by Aridnej. Cbudaszek -and.-Hallna· Bortnowskte.-and 

- .·: 7_tl:!at_ it ~was ·carried:. through . to the- end. was_ attributed 
<~;;m:rinl:Y. to ber_:-"At· the ;Wujek ·mine in· Sllesla.c~here one 

of \.he _bloodiest- conf.rontaUons _occurred; the_ miners had :· 
·;, been_; given' an_· uiU:na.tum · to vac8le: -u,e- tnlne_ in _one 

_·_._hour.-_-Women.·im:nedlatrly. blod:ed; lhe'<way, t;Ome lying 
:,_down in -lrunt. of the' ad,•a!lclng army tanks •. When they 

_ ;,~.were swept-;aw•y:_· by a water; cannon,· .other~ women 
·-·-: . .-,~,:pkked t_tP tear-g&S_ gcimades~_c.Dd_:.threw them'_bilck at 

"the .p.;~Uce.· In.~k,-3,000_ women_anned wUh'flowers 
~~:and SoUdaritY. buUetJns faeed the'_bnks ready:· to crush· 

tile · Len-iD -Shipyard_ gate~ -ln Kat.nvltt, women blocked 
the _way_ oubJdc _ the. ocr:upled steel mill •. And In the 
undersrou-ttdo: Alina Plenkowska and Joan11:a Duda4;v:l· 
uda ·' remain. among the leading - at"tivlsts, -· calling .for 

,_ «tnUnued -_ restst_ance and describing events ln the 1 de· 
.. tentlon .camps-:-3ucb- WI.-. the. hunger strike o! Anna 
y."atentyno~ia..1 · 

If we follow, the dlatectlc of the events,. we wlll . 
·· 5ee·· th_akJrom_, !he _ LeilnJ!l!!g.:. o!- th.~-J~1ov!t~~nt,~~ 
'nOt ··on})-· as sparkptug or llJ_leodcr, but as -masses in 
motion· _!hut ·the .. women have been Integral to this 
revulutiou-both as workers and Intellectuals, and both 
:a~- Force . .and aS RC).ton. 

, paid maternity leave._ Ttie~e··dema~ds:echoed·.a~rOss-_thc 
couOt:iy,· and;, .often' ·were "exPiln_dcd _ _'up_on!' .. ~~ .-_S\-.;~dnik 

--women demanded· that· the' water.: pressure'- bri- incre~d 
. so. that :wate~-,"jvotild re~cli u-p:.t~ ... the,.fo~rtb!·fioC?_r_~:Cit 
currently_· stopped at the' third_· floor).-:-_In'_anot!ll!r:-small -, 

·town they deman~ed·_-Utctt the:.--railroai:l_::_schedule_"be 
changed: tu:;._accomrnudiit<r- shlrt:'ch!4"lt::::~_-_ln :~_U\~. faetoey.- . 
su. they wouldn'L· have_: to_ wait~more :than'-. an· hour ,for 
'the train,_-· OutraRed ;. women not·· oilly: ex-pOsed-~' corrupt 
party officials and demanded their _Punishment. but' alsn 
took over' their _vlllas .for' day-Cit'rC CenterS. _They. chat-_ 
Icngcd: thc_spr<!ad:...o.LP.olhition in' thC''clticS/"'"'jl.d qUes· 

·. -·~-.----:"·- -- - _.· :_- ~~- ·.-;-.--.-~7":"'1•·C::;--::--"---..• 
_ . tioncd why-,·_day-eare centers and-_:sebools. were .,placed· 
··~·-next· t~_:the. -~~e!~~es_ p-~~~-ln~; t~e;_~a_~o't~~:{::~~~-~-~;:-· ·.; 

1, The Welhl"'tlo..: Po~t. J~;, .. 17,. f9B2·,--h~~ 'b,;"·o-,.~it·n;;~. i\'Po;t 
ot·U•o even" ot tho> Wujek mon ... ror a d~riptoon'of: tOe 
mOst recent events in Poland; which ol$o brh•o .. ;out tke:new 
forrl'ls of ~lidan~e. ~ce -"Counter•revotution- drivro tho revo
l.,ticm underground;_ the re\iltonce .,o,.tinu~s·• by Ro:to, Dune· 
ye\0\koya, H•w•- & &..I ten, Jon.·hb.; 1982. ·. --- .• -' -~ 

2. Quoted from "Giot Annv" !Anna's. Voice} in G•lo•~- l"oloma 

l~ti~~.,~~·sf:~;!;~ ~~~~. ~1i~ 9~~..--~~·~7~~r~=i:·.':!'~ 
dcnc1ipl•on· of 1"-" !:><'ginning· or that !trike. ,.,. the -wo:nan 
at R<>Dv.>n" corumo\- by, Tll'•ry. Moon,. HD••- & , Utto.-... Jan.· 

3, ;;:· ~~:s;;cwotne~i occourli,rcpOrt.,d by-[,.a M;r,;.;c;;r. o "'"m· 
b~r ol KOR ond NOWA, in (lluldyn lnforMa.:ylnr. Aug.·Sept. 
1980 .. Tk•l I'OP<'f _WCI~ publi\hl!d by _KOR oul"dc lha:cC!'<WJicd 
prct\. · 



· • nliiE DEc~DEsoF EAS'i: lililioPi~t:iiilivoLT 
. -._-_·._ ,- :.-Woinen!::were~StS_U·'c·etttrili·_ in.·WoXkin!i~OUt :·on~- or 
; :_ ~-_Sol~dnlty'~; rrio'st~uri;~nt:.que!ftloiis:~the.rfdrm ~ 0£:olts ·_own· 
.. ::~,;:orga~s..tJon: -:~~e ~.concept -Is_-. n~~JtrioWD~~-Bs .. '~JiorlzontBl 
;/:,.s.CJ.~!~~ty.~;. ~-d·,__lncl~des __ eu:eiripl';'Yies-'Croiti~·a_partleutar 
~~-:-._ geogrp;phl.::rarea;,:.The_\ first· k_riown ~In ~tine(!: Of~ hotiiOntat··:-. 

· ;-.~:;~d-~tr:h~p.fie~ed;_t~·;sW!d_l:'llk~W~-re:1b.t.; __ •i.Tomerf;h~alth -· 
1'•·.-..-workers_; ln ·_~!'.~~'?cal .climc}Joo~ ~their:~ Oiemands · to _.,_the _ ~ 
;~-~~ h_9~i~ptC!";,~D:cl-?1'Y~·W?rkers .~aylngf Siuce;:we'~e :_t~~ smalL-_ -
;~1;c'":a~~k~!ld;·tho~ ;.~ho wout~: ~ufter;~_r;t,('lsf~~--~he, ·. 
:: . .-.; paU~nu..;:~nelud2 :~our o! de_mand.S .;.'\!lth c youn.:"~ ,The:<work~ -~ 
"'\' ers ;-did/and!_ in ~thei' pro tess i discOVe're:d_~·that~·.tliere-~··are .--, 
,_ <~··a·tot _of ;l!:sues·_peoptP.:rais6~Whldi~~aftect.-iuo:re• 'than ~Just · 

- :_,_::' a:-pa~U«=ulai;_P~L~-~h:~.s ~-~i:~Oit_t2!; $_0li~.iJ:i_ty\v!Jti£3 ~way. 
:\. of.;_ciUU!!Jt.g:-<~D:t?~~e, ~li_oic;:.;_o~.;s~c<Y;~as;1.~C:Iu~ed .in, 

. ::' _-', the)orga,n~ati6nal ~xpr~m~>n~"- or• ~the . .-:mov_<emer.t,:. thut 

~~-;*~t~~)-~~~~{i~~f~·:Ju.~~:~:eJ!~~~:~:~d;~-~-~~~~-~- ·: 
; ~: ' •. --:-; -., TJ;I~jform..:-~f ·i'orga~tlon ·:SolhlUily-;<_W:is;O Opposing · 
~-. was .. ~he _Communtd .. P_ZPR.:·(Polldt-Unlted·-Woo:-kers Par· 
,:._l_ty)~ 'w~~-'- b£s';tr;J~~-.to~~:Jif: enrOrclng_ ilic_. oi1e ,'~tore•• -, 
-.-_It-~s}or·thf.'_ aUuag_ ecouom:r;-:ralsJ.ngifoodjnic:cS~ When ' 
· -.thc_-govemment-un_buricid,;fit'·JaJy,- 1981 1' that it. would 1 

need:.to,rals_e·. food:~irict'&~b:r:'as·'mlich. ~ 4110 Percent 
l·___,, (whi~h_:·_ll,l.e:r.~:_.~::iio:wr.;try~g~:._to'. enfOiee--~agatn)~; the 
': women, ~ w~ ;: the: first'-, to ~_Qpp0$e ,- it/_; ...r.,men· 7 m·· _Lodz 
~::_:sat _m· wltli :miissiVfi.:wil:lcslS :aiad- dared" to_ hOld ·:Street-
-'-~demonstration~: .O~r . .:IO,GUO·_ weomr:n, 'laduding- dtlldren 
·-,and -grand!notben,". wllb .·a ·eonlon:;'nf~ 'men·-arqUnd ·-the 

;,·- outslde:ror::_p~_tUori:.·d~d!Onstiated,-.for-:a :~eCk. Their 
' -_ b!lftn~~ ptcdal~~ , .. Hungry -tJl. tlie- wCrld : unlte! ... ·tbus · 
, ~:.bo_th",:UteD:_dlnl(:-_iiid __ -:d~epf'_~Ing· __ ._the .:.-stoian :: tbat ·:has 
-·: .. mark_ed ·-tbe :East :Euroioe3u. revolt f!\"'!:t:slni::e ·the. East 

._~:· Gennin.' •. :wor-kt'rS' first' d~manded_ both··~"Bread 3nd- Fnf"~ 
.··. ~om~_:ln--" 1953.-"·, ;~.::-~---: 1·'..··.,."~~·/<: -~":--:~:·-"-',.·: ;-: :_ -~: :";· . -:·:.-

· ··.:nat'.revolt:':hils ·conUnuCd}ror: alin~s~·:ao }Cars~ In 
-1956• it became ·actual_ revuJutlO'n in·· HuriB:ary ·= In -1968 

-~-•' _th:::' d~mot.'l"d _;· !:f,: C;t~';o::lu';_iolaa·.:~aS .· rdr:' ~·5(;cla"nsnl ·.with 
Ja_· !ium;:.~"~ !a~.". Pru'tCsts{'and.~ f,ias"sh.-e·-• .-~lrlkCs' erupted 
'ln;'Poland.in·· 1970'-ahd .'again iil~l976:·---;· .: ;-~~:' _· -.-- '_ .'· _ .. _ ~--" 
".?·"~·:::JVW_as.: iil · .lhoti._ Wakfi;_ O('~hrt'l97!f'~Oliih··_ rCvolt_-in 
_'R~diJ'!l_a~d:p~sui;'_that' a _rieW;J_inlt'"bctwccn 'workers .and · 
i~telle~tu:lls ~~·:as_, forged.· wh~n·_ a·. ~eW .·organbalion'-arose ': 
.ca!!e~<.KOR7C9m~tt~c:.to,,De!enc1_ \VQrkers:--Aft!!r aU 
·:of_}_hc .imp.~s.o~ed _workers:_.~·erc-:fre:ed;· KOR continued: 
_.its act}ylty,-_ Pl!,hlishlng .lt:J .oWn" uncensored bu1_1etfns and 
)~elping:to'"._ p~bllsh;·_Roboi_nl_k;;_·a·_op;ipCr ·_ whCre · wul-kcrs · 
'SIJ:Oke~;fur;~ themselves.-,'Again,. 'it _ wil5: thl'f'e i\•rimcn
:Hehm_~ LuczYl,vo,·:LUdwlka Wujcc.:and-lrena 'Woycicka--
, who:; ~o~k~.rc:_spa_nslbllity • ft?r' syst~ma~lcally -- \1iriUng. ed· 
I ling:· a_nd . prcduci~g Robotnlk.• ~,When:: 'l'ygoduik Soli· 

:- ~amosc _(S~lhlar!ty :-Weekly) Interviewed -them;· here _·Is 
;_;·wha~~ Jr~n~~:,:Woyclcka 'had ·to·'sai·-_aboui· working_ Out 

,-~'tha_t· !_C~~Jior.ship:· ''To_-he}p ~ttu~ R_ad{,JI'fl_nrid_,Ur:su.s·.work· 
·.'.-.:.eri:-lblan&:ally_ and-legally Wu i'E>laUveiY-.-eaSY.'-But.tO 
-.. undenhmd ead1 'Other, t.o · a:et ·'lnfonnation'::.-tlul.t- was 

·. >-much mon · dltneulL •• - ' -. -_ ' 
~-<.-: ,-,:,;:,·uy- .wbrklna: · oua;- 'o-R'.Ib8• bUb· of· _worken~~ own 
-~->' atorics. sucb - documr.nti u- 'the ·Charter -.,r '.Workers' 

7 -JU;:hl!l,'"'-lhe iJltelle-ttllais who edited Robolnlk· helped 
.1">: the_ ground -~or,thu,tuturo dev~l~Jlment.or ~l~darHy. 

''-·-ee-~~-------
' <II, For r.P..1ntl h.,..· lioht~lk ~~:;! _eth:f~ Qrl;~",r.. "'.'" Tu.:.o,•t F•lloh -

fll'!lt to• friPidorll, o bln1'JI.iCI! po"'phlct .. t><ch I """I'<$. tr ....,, 
pl.lbh~ t>v Nn.'l & h:U:rs '" tho otl""g ol 1980 l:lcl"l~ 
C~ftfitl """tcd.-d in Jo<>lo<"'J. ' 

5. Glo• (V~f. A~.-S<:!pt, 1~78. Sn wo~- en11 of tho uncenwr_l>d 
·:~.:;.,_ pc~•-~1'11'1.0: ;., tho olh:rmolh of the! 1976 ,,., .. oil, -

'7474 



.;;.; ~~~::...-w-· ,.._,. ....... _ -, ·~. ':~xc·· ·::·~' l:'. ' ~-. ;.;--,.-:~-- r "'""- •-;>:,.;};;.:,;0-,r:-· _,,~i! '';e::;.;..y~·:.::_;;:.·,:;;;:_r:.~~·i>::-'?..~-.i~1!,;_::,J' .. ;.;'";. :•:- Eh':;::F: 
·· ~EMiNISM VS.;THEJCHURf:H:·.;~.::-..::-- _·, ··. __ , _ _.- _r:··-- _t&e·:..~om~:_lA'~--~k':".were,..,::YU7~"'iadf.ve-r.~~~) 
t,_:_.;:;.;:~Wilh.: lh_~ ~.tfcmrindous: activ~ty_,~of:·u·.~en tbeie; also.: . .;'i.,~Solidli.rity_;:md :· lil_l~~ •tJ:*~;-~;~~3'-~7.-:f~i :-~~;Ole .:~ 
t:had:;;:-~tl.\~~sbesh!nlnPj~~;.:.! _ _.:~Y{6Dl!'!l'a,~!.{Oj.e)lle_n;t~-~'?,~~Pta;{~.r;~a11jh~/~~~~··~~~""''a!'~--~~i 
:-._. S!pla:was~ Ute_ :_first f...,af ·:oPol::~nd'a :;;J~ "~ups.~-or·:~·;--~:, of . .-the :·~ti~n · ~~~:wa.~.--d"'.,ead~ ;,.,~11- ~-.. ~~t_:::-; 
.;~:-:gan!Zed.;l_n-:_Nov~bc~;-~_1980.~They,-Jnteiided·{tO_•_pubUsh_._·;-,·<_of __ ,,tb_c '&~rab~.~~al~~-.Su.t,\~-"¥"e'):to4~-,~r 
:{,their}_O~_C'\.~P.ei;.i~Ulng\ !he,:blstory> ~~ :wo~e_n_-~and·;~;_:_"·.~D :~b~.: ~~-,-'!'1~- ,·,CI-~~~~h:_:,_~~-tbAI.~~---~-·":.:_-;: 
·J~J~t;l_~~'.ldea&-:-s..Tb.eir;.,?~c;tan~sdncl~d~dfCQ.U_&t.,pay.tdevel:~·)_;:;.-:.~,.-~,~5, wo~.:·;~.'·-.,.'-':_~..;,llll;hi::ag,lt__¥!-C.c~liittLi:'~ 
;;:~_opruc:lt::o~so;cla,t~Pl!JI:!8!rl$.,f~.~ ~womer;<:an~,~~~~~~--t,·"·";~ ... ~e-~~~!~~f!i~!.J..~t:-J.~~"'~~~t~-,eL_~ 

,~~;$~f~~~~~~i~htui~~ti~~~tgJ:fr~tP.d~i!1~~~~i~~~~1l~L~~~~~!:Ii~~~ 
J-:;:,t~~· ~~-tip.~ ~f~ the.\~~u~;.;_~orl:_e~fl;l,r_left~.~r:U~-n~·:'T;te,::_-;~-·,~~~' .. y·;;_~e~·,;:.t.tJ,e;,:;~_oSt-f.~ll:ve._i ,m_~~!.t'!'-!it"~-t; 
:-~--. ,C~u~h~ h~s!J:~~~-r:JY,'-.s~~f!;,:Ug~~~t :.!L ~ V{~;~It) ~~~e~ .-::-;_;,-c~Uca!·f::m.~t .r:c:v.ctuUo.~~ 1~o~;.~o~.·_{tT_hej;p~nt.4dltr·:•i;; 

.:.·~·!:~,~~~~~~~~~~~.~¥~·~~~~~~~~~~_;\{~~~!~;~~/;:~d~ui?i~~;::;~~s7~~clff!~~~~~:~~~~W!~~~: 
;.· -~· t.-.een- thO!. -dl_iirdi:.:uut. 'he· chi~ ·wlih· complete :~.:~iii .. ,, .. , __ : o that,-moYement.~~ Yet ;.!iiOinethfns ~ lS" aurclf·' _inisS!i'ig;-,wberi :_~;.~ 

~: __ ~_~t~~~t1:r~:::rj~'?iJ?.J:!~:~~~-'&:'r~t~::~:~~~~:~:~~~~=~~~~~;;~;::~-
, ~ .-_.--~~~t~fo~g-:iv~~!ii~f.t/li~; ~~~:a_~~i~~··-~rl,¥- :\';~,: fo~~ ~D~~~.J~.e~n::~oWS a::a~_~o~_h!~~#. tO:::_.N;.¢iD'.:,~-~ 
:,';:or -:aborlk!M.~,_;;'lb_e . ..,_Jluici~1ti.:';f~·1. ~Ptfcu.-~·cf_-:. f- -:uon;:to' .f«in~:'preclseiY·Who! b' reachmo:_F!or:eOmptet.eJ.y:;:;. 
,, :_- . abOrilot('( dlitkt·; iui ;""Wf:tCc;me.F'nladtlJ!i.Cis.'t· iS'flllM( trUe ,· <· ·new' .·retatioDS.~ •_Tlla("-:i$ ~what·: iuiiU:. lie"f:'eciifioilft-d':if:;\Ye_·.· ·:_ 
'~- ~ · _m·.~otand;:;,TJle_(re!iJJiu..,bi-ar:ne ~, _ilie~~ qu_btf'li£1. reiotatloD-,·:: -~-~::are ,to_·, captin:e ·.- aU: ;thi!·,. neW _, fomls ·~_Or: !nivoltii'th'ilt'"'"are ;_. 
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:.:~ tfu~h;:l;l ~ !-!1~~; )!(itp~i\ ~,~n: ~~fit!»-oid.; ~~'!-ili 1'~~;. ~Uf-:j'cVO:.. :: 
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