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'RPport on. i'}'1e Paper to.
o N&L:.g onvention, Sopt; .
by Eugene’Walker

’j'& LETTEBS uzwsPAPER AS REVOLUTIONARY OBGANIZER

%,of our philosophy : S :
rof our activities, and our 1iterature {or how
.- the: paper: can participate in LHave Thumb y
-Will Travel®) -
of our organizational growth to—be, especiallv-
w#in“the ‘Black: dimension; but-as well in-Labor;
- Women's Liberation, youth and Latino-—and let
us not forget 1ntellectua1 N e

TI op OUR PHILOSOPHx:q-ff; __“ :;:ﬂ:¢x.fJ_ T“a]’ f?;;i:;

ol “Prometheus Bound“ ‘in-Rosa Luxemburg, WOmen 5 Liberafion, and R
V,Harx’s Philusoghx of Bevolution- discusses:Marx before he fully. bgpke =
~With. bourgeois- society,. concevtrating on his Dootoral Thesis-and™ .
Notes, for; the Thesls.  Raya sumsup this period as follows: Marx-. ..
_himself had not yet ‘discovered another element,’ a new’ beg*nning,"¢
& 3Subject; but that is what he was searching forn—and Freedom was

.the ground. T .

o These years *n which Marx was. opening the door of his revolu—r
< tlonary: journey;: Wwere ones in .which:-he- grapplea with philosophy in
and -for itself—-in the. doctoral thesis on:Democritie: and  Eplcurus--~
and were omes .in- which he first chese: how he would make philosophy :
.concrete ‘or,  as' he - termed it, “worldly“-—as revolutionary: journalist
'9irst ua-h¢1te and then as- editnr o; Rheinische uuitung ,“{_ - :

; Perhaps we can be so bold as- to call bhis hiq firat “methodc-
. logy-and politicalization,” as .we losok at -our own: revolutionary -
Marxist-Humenist journallsm in the 11ght of this neriod or Marx‘s
journaliam.-' ; . . N

: The forpnost topic of Marx' newspaper writing 1n 1842—43 was
- ‘the question of freedom of the press. -MNarx's first article was a

‘Crlitique of -the Prussian Sensorship-instruction., But MHarx's eri--
tique could not be published in Germany when written in 1842, :
Because of censorship *t was: not publiqhed until 1843 and “then- ﬂnly
in Switzerland. .

: His first articles for Bneinische Zeit g found him commenting
'on the Debates: on: Freedom of the: Press that were: occurring in the
Rhine’ Province ‘Assembly. . And immedlately.he wanted to make tha - .
connectlon between the people of a nation, its press, and revoluf

- tion: "The Revolution of a people is uotal that is, each sphere
carries it .out in its -own way; why not alsn the -press as the press?
. »esthe press is the ruthless language and manifest. 1mage of the
hiqtorical spirit of the people..;"_ o _




.v_z_‘
'”ﬁffh~“ﬁéfxlS“Wriﬁiﬁgémééhtinué'tb:téke;upJéﬁﬁérnmént.coﬁﬁfbiLdfhﬁhé%
~’Press.- He avtacks the fallure of other nevwspapers to:fight:this =
censorship, de provides devastating critiques of “the bills-beling
debated and passed, ranging;frqm=d1vorse_and'so¢gal;edkthgft of -

wpo@ifto:§1§dti¢hs_tqﬁthejgsSmely,"andasofforthf

Cooe While Marx's -search for a.revolutionary.subjesct will.not come’
‘B0 full fruition“untilfthefSilesianﬁweaverS‘uprising.and?his year
i proletarian :Paris, there is'no doubt from°hls.ariticles on.'The
~;Debates on Thefts of Wood,” and from his.brilliant defénse.of the
Correspondent from the Mosel under:attack-by- the-Oberprasident.of
the ‘Rhine Province; that his heart andgoul:were with' the- poor who:’

o-gathered wood: and with:the Mosel wine-growing peasants who cowld
not make: a living.. N R A A R N R

o - However, what''is most central’ to us and our rvevolubionary
" Journelism today :is to see how Marx chose to bring-philosophy. v ..
direcily into .his revolutionary Journalism; as newspaper quéstions
- of  the.timel. ~In response _to' the leading artiéle in Kolnische Zei-
- fung, which stated, °To spread philosophical and religious views. .
by means’of. the newspapers, or to. combat them in the Newspapers, iw
consider equally linpermissible,™ Marx answered in' thé Bheinisohe .-

Zeitung: :
' Since. svéry trus philosophy is the intellectual '‘quin--
tessence of 1ts time, the. time must come -when philo- -
- Sophy not enly internally by 1its content, but externally
- through 1ts' form, ' comes into contact and: interaction .
~ With the real world of.its day..Philosophy then @ .+ . .
. ceases ‘to be a particular system in relation to other .. .:
"Particular”systems;’it*becomes.philosophylinfgeneralu~ ’
in relation to’the world, it becomes” the philoseophy <. --

.. of ‘the contemporary.world... The.external. fnrms which. .. . ..
“confirm that=philb$ophy7has-attained-this;significance, IRRES
that it is the living soul of oulture,. that philoso- .. 5 -\
bhy-has become worldly end the world has become . ' .-~ : -
bhilosophical, have been the same in all ages...Philo-. .

Sophy comes’into. the world amid the loud cries of its
" -enemies, who betray their immer infection by wild .
Shouts for help against'the fiery.ardour of: ldeas.
This ery of its snemidshas the:same significance: for
Dhilosophy as the first: cry 6f the new-born: babs has
Tor the- anxiously listening ear of the mother: it is
the cry testifying .to the 1ife of its ideas, which ...
have burst the orderly-hieroglyphic husk of the gystem _
&_and-become;citiZéns;ofﬂtheﬁworl&.;.The‘questioniwhether,_ :
- Phllosophical and-religious matters ought: to be dis<
"igﬁsed in the newspapers-di&solves. in its own lack of -
eas. T - ‘ i o R L P

When- such ‘questions- become to interest the-public as -
‘questions-for newspapers. they. become questions of
the tlme. Toa L o - L
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R ;Think-of_ixggﬁarx had philosophy presenl; not.concretized, . K
- not- fully worked out; but nevertheless present before he had the: . .-
: revolutionary-subject, the proletariat ‘emerging. 'He ‘thus could . ~-
- onticipate-a revolutionary birth, and .indeed could only recognize.
-1t fully because of that world outlook he was already in the pro--
--6ess of formpulating, - When such-a. philosophic opening becomes fused
SWLEh the birth of a-sibject of revolubion--a new continent of, thought

1f3_%2é%§$¢9?¢r?d;;a forty4year.Iong:journeyjbfWrevolu;ionary:ppqxig-?ﬁ'.

o When-we speak in the 1980s-of Ma passion fcr.philogophy,®is = =
ithat.not a further manifestation -of:how philosophy,-rev.lutiohary & .. .
K Phllosophy :'; h_aS“'become- _cen'tempora:.y_? ;Héw the '—'World;:'has--become L )

'philosophical?—“Aré~wa-not'long overdue to-finally:.fully burst .- .

- a@sunder. the orderly-hieroglyphic husk of 'this class-ridden, racist, -
Sexist system,-and'is not philosophy; when ooncretized, as -in revo- -
lutionary Journalism, an indispensable weapon to be used. in this -~ .-

¥ask? With this in mind; let us turn bo philosopny in our own revo-
lutypnary~3ournalism.v‘ T T T TR TR L ST e .

oo - We too had-phnilosophy lght-from our start.  Otherwlse. we.

- gould mot have begun N&L newspaper. as it .was::- To 'have. a Black -
“werker asteditor meant not $imply that we were glorifying the .

. movementffromfpractice;‘orfeven'alone“showing that we were - lis-

- tening Lo itl "No, it.was shat we were spelling out .very specifi-. -
cally, very .concretely . what we meant by ‘a movement {rom practlice
22 8 _form of -theory, ' That'is the Leginning of -our unique.contribu-
tion. :Others too have recognized that there is-a movement Trom "
PraQtiGEEfjButjonlyﬂwe'have;spellcd out what that-means for .our gge—-
1ts 1ink' to'a world-historic philosophic: vieW-_as & f orm-of  theory.
Our;shaping,as'afﬁarXist-Humanist;tendency; as a"Marxisb;HumanisF‘

'.nE#Sbepertibegan with'these first-issues of News & Letters.’ -

Pale

.- Phllosophy: was i there from the beginning, but-as in-Marx!s first
Journalism, the journey was -just beginning ahd the challenge was .to
work -out 1ts concretizations as the new subjects ofrevolution came
to‘thg;fope in the 19505 and. 1960s. - In my report to the Besident: .
Editorial’ Board this past June, in a section I called "The shaping
of HE&L by the three Looks % I-developed the following: ("A real . -
dividing line for the paper comes with the publication of M&F. It
was only with the appearance of M&F.that the content:of the articles
from’ the shops, "the freedom activities of the Black movement and -
elsevhere began' to' more fully ecatch what- it meant. by saying there
-Wes. a movement from practice’ that was'itself a form of theory. It
was -at’ that stage. that I believe we. began. to have an appreciation
~of the Taot that indeed you needed a certain rhilesophic prepara- -
“tlon in order 'to be’able to dlscern such a movement from practice.
"It was no automatic full change. When Marxism and‘Freedom was . - e
First-published there’was no review of: 1% within the pagss of N&L. .-
Only with the paperback edition of 196% d1d we first rully“rav}awr
it. However, by the 1960s a change really had appeared under MEF's-
impact.” - Not only did ‘the actlvity articles have a very different.
character of worker as reason, but we were writing under. the impact:
of thc growing Black movement, and the opening-up of the 3rd Werld .
With lots of articles Trom the African Revelutions, Where hefore




U many ‘of “the éariy:leads ‘did not'deal with 'the’objective situation = ="~
: worldwide,. the leads now:in the 1960s.did undertake a -world ana-. ~°
“lysis, did-take:up those:topics which were the headlines in:the . °

. :ggéﬁ- ~We were.rooting ourselves within the.movement from prac-=....

st And -yet, what of: the ‘other dimenslon - of :the absolute ldea--':

" the-movement.from theory bowards practice, and:theory's:grounding =

o in'philosophy. - Here.in the 1960\, Dunayevskaya was that .phlleoso-..

i_PhicgenCIaVe;mhiqh“the organization was not matching.  There 18 -

Ccnaturally-ne way to here‘trace-all the specifics which stamp..the ..
“character .of ‘the mid41960szN&L:as;companed*to;th8119505“N&L;—”Andrf

"~ while ‘the changes between the 1503,;}6os;aand“!?05;oﬂ'N&L.dQﬁbecomé'

Lwvery great, it .is not a“question-of absolute, abrupt changes ,-but:

~1t’3¥s elso .true .that . you-cen trace thege. changes very much. to. the
Philosophic development - that was ongeing within the organization
“at thetime. w7 e B A

© It was . at  that  point where I proceeded to . take. up  exampies.of oo
the.various Who We Are-statements and Financial Appeals &s a way -
. of seeing how we chose to present ourselves:in the paper -as- organi-
4zation,has;a Marxist-Humanist body of ideas. . I then continned:; :

> ™It is wlth the comlng and actual.publication.of FPhilosophy .
‘and Rewvolution that the idea of the movement: from practice-as-a. . ..
form of-theory-becomes. jnined in- the paper with the discussion of ..

'theoretical:and;philosophical-questions;in;paﬁts;of,the;paperg
cther than Raya's writings: . That philosophy beccmes.a subject ==

‘which other writers.are willing to- take up:: The columists for ...
N&L by~ the mid-1970s.are willing. to-try and tackle theoretical

- guestions-in: some. of their writings. It -is:this. period which..

. finds us in*1975 publishing the Draft Perspectives in. the, August=.

... September lssue end’ creéating a very new type-of Who We Are box

“which situates our:fdunding-wlthin'whatsweﬁnOWfpublicly;dQSLgnate- 
.- as new movements from practice which:-are themselves: forms.of:theory, - .
and talk about M&F end- P&B: spelling out the philosophic ground of... -/
Merxist-Humanism for our age. . I.think. that i1t was only at this.-. .
stage that the movement frem theory began to be fully articulated.
as-part. of who we were.™.:. -~ ..~ ' : e Ly
27 .-With' the new bock being worked out in:the most recent perliod,
a tremeéndous.nevw. ster is made .in’ the history of Marxist thought. .
This -comes with tHe publlcation of no less than thres.draft.chap~
ters. of the new book in’the pages of our paper. Whera, in the .
“histeory’of the Marxist movement, have such chapters of .a Marxist .-
- revolutionary work: been published not as . a revioew.in a radiceal
intellectual journal, ' but in an internatlonalist, Black, women's
© liberation; -youth, proletarian newspaper? . 1t ig.as cpochal for .- o .
~ourage as:-the Tact that Marx published Wage Labor and Capital in-
Neue Rheinische Zeiltung in 1B4O. -~ oo i e e
- But now, with the impending full. publication of the.new booek,
‘and with two years of publishing a 1i2-page N&L, wo 'want o ask
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'wou‘ astivity with the new: tcck ‘is "Have Thugb, Will - -
: What will be its- effect cn_our paper?f'This lcads tof

II, HEWS' & LETTERS AS BEVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZEB QFVOUR ACTIVI”ILS
AND OUR LITERATURE

o ; Here I want’ to restrict myself to two subjects—-l) “Have,
Thumb Will Travel® around the three books and 2) the paper aof
foundaticn for N&L panphlets : L

Sl L As I said how §11° "have thumb will travel“ around the naw
book -and -a. quarter ‘Century of | Marxlst-Humanzsm ‘affect ‘the. news—_
Paper? Iou ‘may think that this is “totally new- ground which we
will ‘have to.work out . in.:the’ process of doing. “And in one. way:
this. is certairnly true. But_ in ‘another ‘sense- N&L has "been a- part
of ] "have thunb will travel® for aquite) awhile. Every majc“ tr*p
‘abroad to Europe, to Africa,‘to Latin. America, to Asia; ‘has. "in.
‘turn:been reported within the paper of our organizaticn. "Rayals’
1959 trip to Burope.lsd to- the ‘creation. of a British’ labcr .page
" beginning in Jan. 1960 (1) as well as:important articies on the
rise of DeGaulle in. France., Her trip to Africa in 1962 led to
-first<hand . reports from African revolutiouarics.. Her trip. to Japan
and Hon% Kong iri 1965" 1ed to a very. organizationai report in the
Febh. . 6:N&L-£2) .énd. to the Two Worlds on "Alleénation and Bevolu—1
tion, -a. chg Kong “interview” which would, becnme a‘sedtion withln
the Mao chapter of P&R. Iore recent- trips ‘such as Kevints and™
Olga's trips.to Europe and Ann'!s to Peru, Ni"aragua,“and Mexico
‘this: past-year have led: to; 1mportant 1eads~and other artidiesy  .F -
Annits" Erip ‘has led to- a- continuation ‘of ;storles. from-Latin America = =
that. have helped to anchor the Latino section witnin?cur paper.' At
‘home- Denby's trips to the’ South have frsguently: been ‘the -subject: of

"leads and colums. - No doubt his and Mike's mdst recent trip will
be reflected in the: October 1seue a8~ we11.3m-- o

"I have menticned hcw we have had mhave - thumb will travel“-in B

thc ‘paper at an earlier period.  However, I want to point out the .
_very. new way ‘that We' are ‘hoping *have’ thumb will travel" ‘will e
‘used to comnect book, organization, “and’ ‘newspaper. The papcr ‘occa~-
' sionally had an ‘artiole- entitled "With ‘the Committees" which' re--
ported on some’ of . the- organivaticn s activities. I§ was nob parti--

- eularly successful. But'we do want to reflect.our organizing for
Marxist=Humanism within' the pages of - the paper-over the next year.
Ve are golng to-be looking at the type of réports our travelers
from .around. the country send in..  We want to sec the very specific @
ways that- thcy .create for: projecting the book in différent locals.
Sometimes: the history. of " where you will be going 1s one way of _
spcaklng to . the audicncc ‘thera., Xsn't 'Si. Louis the heome of the’
first Ganeral Strike in America and might that not enter into hcw
_the book could be projcctpd by a traveler thcre?




< Whato 1s happening in Seattle, home of the 2nd General Strike
in the U.S5.? I hope that our West Coast "have thumb will travel®
“travelers will be able t5 tell us as they project the threé books -
-in the Northwest this coming year. s5e. tr '
~-book, and’ of conversations and dialogues, and ways of presenting
o Merxist-Humanism, then Iﬂbelieve:wegin;the-center'can-in;turn_work
1to.creatEva*typé”ofw?OnuThE]Hoad—With'Marxist—Humaanmi*repDrtfr

which will share with odur N&L-readers-the.Organizationalrprpjeqtionj-f 
;_We:loqk,forward;to,suphEreportg_frqm‘&1l15

of Marxist-Humanist ideas.
cof yow. o L

‘I want o briefly téke.upﬂéhiéimOSf'ektfadfdiﬁaﬁy*ﬁrbéﬁﬁreignd -

-one way 1t can be used in relation to our newspaper. . Firat 'it:. .
;‘shouldhbejthoughthof,uafgccurqe,ffqr‘lectureip0531bilipies:;-But;

as well, as a magnificent concretization of " two ‘of " the books'!  themes
.and ‘a review of some of the writings and activities of our national
chairwoman, Thus T would ‘like to suggest .that we reproduce ‘slmost-

'3“theientire}bkpdhﬂra-in'the?two ccentor pages of "News & Letters with

& short’editor's note to our readers ‘telling. them that Raya Duna- -
yevskaya-will;be.undertaking'afnational‘tour‘injconjunction with ' 7
the newﬂbook.and;Lif;they.arejinterested‘in‘having Raya in their
area, they gould write us for further information. . . . SRR RS

- What I am speaking.of here is how the paper is ground for 8o .
‘much of our organizational work, and how 1t can '‘becone 580 in new:
‘ways during ‘the. year shead. Let me speal about paper:-as ground in
one other ‘area-_our pamphlets. . The paper is the monthly-expression.
of the .ldeas which are expressed in their most comprehensive form
izl our  theoretical works. -Between these two forms.has coms our. .- .
pamphiets, - A pamphlet like Marx!s Capital and Today's Global Criszis .
actually contained four: chapters.from Merxism and Freedom;onﬂg%péggl.
From early on.in“cur committees, .quite a number. of. our, pamphle S0
were Tirst expressed, and sometimes fully printed, within the rpages’
of .News & Letters. This: has . included both theoretical works such:
as Marx's Humanism and State Ca italism, written in response to a "
Japanese comradel’s contrioutlon on state capitalism (3) as well as - .
volces from below like Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves.

. "In-pne remarkable Six-year pericd of pamphleteering, commen- -
cing inside the pages of N&L, we wrote and rroduced the following
pamphlets and.an actuzl chaptor. to Marxism and: Freedopm: - : B
: ow -June/July 1959 - Afro-Asian Revolutions (&) . . ) ‘

. Aug/Sept. 1980 - Workers Battle Aufomation (5 . . ¢
Aug/Sept. 1961 - Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves -(6) -
“January 1962 - #fThe Challenge of Mao Yse~Tung" chapter: -
... . _.. . which would be’ added to:M&F (7): :
Jan. &:Feb, 1963 - American Civilization on Trial {8)
‘. Jan. & Feb. 1965 - Raya's two editorial articles that ...
: - : .would form the basid of the Fre:; Speech .

Movement - and Hegro Revolubion pgmphlet_(9};

_ ; iIf, in.turn, these travelg are . .
“reported. to the center. in terms both of salesaand‘placements’of‘thpgpg'g




. i: Wnhen' Prague Spring. 68 happened snd then later the:Russian ' = ' .
invasion, we had a-number:of-articles-which; became transformed:into
.our: pamphlet. Czechoslovakia: "Revolution and- Counter Bevolution.: -
_ More .recently the. pamphiet on Latin Americals Revolutions drew two: -
...of ‘its contributions:from: essay articles:appearing in: the paper.-
i And,- of: dolirsey ' 2 -Years-of Marxist-Humanism in-the:U.S, was pre o
c-o.sented.-in the:pages of-N&L" as.a way. L0.launch the regular iZ-pager:. ..
LobWe Yedrs ago, il i o T T Ty e C

- -Look ab the: integrality of ‘philosophy; Of Héwspaper, or

S 5 s
zatipn;+$Thé-books:qpuldﬂnoﬁ;haverbeenswriitenwif,theybwere,gg R
“informed by the practice of  .this Marxist-Huminist g¢rgenizationiand: - -
its-newspaper, just as: the books in:turn have and are continulng:to- .

. shape ‘our organizational and journalistic form.  But the key mow '~ - -
P@comes,nat"alone;toﬂﬁknow“'ofthe-integfalitywof'form and-content,

oook .and -paper, organization and'philoscophy; bub;sthe ‘actual prac; S
. tlcing of it imside, and especizlly. to' the:outside,:. Here too-the
. paper can be: seen as revolubtlionary. organlzer. " R S

FIA

ITI. N&L AS REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZER OF OUR ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH-.
- TO_BE,. ESPEGIALLY IN THE DLACK DIMENSION, BUT AS WELL IN LABOH,
 ONENTS LIBERATION. YOUTH AND LATINO--AND LET 5 NOT FORGET INTEL-
S LEGTUAL, -« v 0 e 4 P R AR S

s L

T ‘Insthinking. about: the paper as. revoluticnary organizer of :our’
growth-to-be, I want to begin with the Black dimension and. how we -

- have.projected that Black dimensioh’ through the pages of N&L: in-the
past year-and over: the past quarter century.. I-am doing-so not as: ...

review but as anticipation of® the Black dimension as a focal point

.o of ourforganizatbnal perspectives in:the year-ahead. : . ISR

- o Look at the. triangular trade of. freedon: 1deas this past year ..
‘which:saw the Haitian refugee stories:in Workers Jourhal and.in... -
_‘Black/Red View, saw an: essay by Ugokwe on-"Nigeria: 0il Boom,: 03l - -
-Doom, Crisis? and, saw' the in-perscn -reports from Alabama-on -the: . :
Seima to: Montgomery Voting Rights March: -.Or take the development... .
-of the Black South -7 a8 a category as present.in the 'Land ..
and: Freedom: in Loundes County". dialogue.:. These latter two artlcles
+ 1aid the basls for Denby!'s and Mike's trip to the South,. Or.Lou ... .
Turner's report on the rallies sccurring around Martin Luther King, .
- Jr.'s'hirthday; .or the dimension of Black women in-the dialogue on
‘This Bridge’' Called My Back which has resulgyed in an excliing ex- ..
change ' of letters between a Black women's studies teacher and Dlane
Lee.. And Bobblels report of the Black women who protested the. -
. police shooting of a Black woman in Los Angeles, and the Black :
“women  of HMedgar Evers Collepe who wrote in our. last lssue. Or the
in-person reports.and specixl insorviews: conducted by Ray NeKay -
from tho Pilgrimage to Washington throuph the Willle Turks protest
in New York. Or the meeting the Los Angeles local had with.Eddle.
Carthan of the Tchula Seven, » Or the reporis: rfrom the streets,
"‘wnether it be the unemployment. offices here in Detrclit or thg'deman—
strations-in LA. ~Or the latest editmrial based on John, Alan's '
writings on the government report of the MNiaml febollion and the
ongoing Black revolt. -

7546




~While' this is a: uremendous swesp of the ;Black: Dimension over
-the! past year; it is'not an:exception in our pages.. Go-back: gver:
- 25 years®of- N&L from?ius founding’ with a Black prcducb;on worker:
‘as-editor,; with the sectlion: cn,Negro News each” issue’ of our: early
years ;- .the" serialization,of ‘the first.editioniof Ihdignant:Heart .
~in our paper..: Take the-category.of:N&L pamphlets which i mentioned.
earlier-and look at how the: Black dimension was within- our pages’ i
with Afro-Asisn Revolutions '59, Freedom Riders '61, ACOT %63, .~ ]
FoM and Negro Revolution 1965 Or: how we . turned over the pages - - . .7
*W&L to reports from the ocutside:such-as Charles Butts, REditor
of 41551351921 Frege! Press, Oct. . 1962..(10), an in-person report. of
the 2-mililion stirong Nigerlan Workers' General Strike in: 1964 (11):
or. the eyewitnnss accounts -of: the Watts Revolt in 1955 (;2)

o Or what' about the +remendous range of” columnlsts through the
years who have written alongside Charles: Denby: Ethyl Dunbar's -
. "Way. of the WOrld " John. Allison's ®"On the Line,? John Alan's 0.
“Black/Red View. Or the other: continuing special features such: .
a8 South Africa's Black Consciousness Movement with Steven Blko's:
ideas on our front page, 1977, or Lou Turner's "Black RealltY/

Black Thought“ essay of 1980.“

id”y : —with 411" of this creativity within:
the Blach dimension ‘that we ‘have presented in our pages--we. have"
“nob yet had the organizational’ growth we should, and -that indeed
-we-must, have in’ this" coming. pericd. - I am searching for the con-
_cept or the word that would capture What To Do in this areai  -How
.dn we.take into-:purselves:all-these 25 and more years. of ererience
on’ ths:Black Dimension® ‘Which I am only - touching the. surface of
here——and then express-and share 1% with others, Black. women and
men; in such a way that they see’ the- organization and itfs.monthly- .
nEWSPRper as_an- expression of: their own aspirations- and strivings
- for. full frcadom? - Tnat egrowth in the-Black dimension remains a :
most eruclal foecal point in. the year ahead: - Tomorrow when Denby
and’ Mlke Connolly:speak on: their trip, you will hear. of new. open-
ings - of Marxist-Humanism in.the Black. South. ~I-know that 811" the

- locale do have ‘a fooal pointon:the Black Dimension which we see.. -

- reflected in-thée articles that. do come. into N&L each: month. . The -
key fiow is how to dake that.leap betweeon the magnificient: work we -
have done on>the Black Question, so often. expressed- within the - .
- pages of our paper, and the fact that we are not an abstract body
cf ideas, nor-are 'we alone the concretization of revelutionary
ideas within a newspaper;, but that we a Marxist-Humanist crganiza-
tion where the challenge is now to prescnt all: those ideag and .
activities to those we meet who are active in the Black struggle -
‘in a manner so that they wlll recognize their:own hilstory, their .
" own’ present activltius thelr own thoughts and ideas. for a future--.
indeed so that they recognize this organization a8 their organiza-

tlon.

: Hhile the Black’ Dimension ramaina a focnl potnt or our needed

T growth, wo cannot in any sensa forget othar erucial dlmenalons
ror. that Amerlcan Revolution:  Taiko labor and anua—nuhc routh, and
look at tho vory spucinl brldgn bebwnen them than an nrticle like
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‘Hed's in the Youth Bulletin can create. Naturally we went to print ..

- excerpts of 1t in an issue of N&L soon. But.the key will be that. .

ca-living Marxist-Humanist will™ take that article and ‘begin a dia-~
o logue in the antiinuke movement end with workers so that such an.

v article can become a Marxist-Humenist living reletionship withi.
cothers. T s T e : ) : LT

“..0 0r take.women's liberation and don't walt for the nexi issue;’
~use ‘the Aug/Sept. oné.  Begin with Suzanne's article on Margaret 7

SoFuller's revolutionary. 1life, women's liberation page 2. Combine

it with today's struggles--the women at the Farm Labor Organizing -

" Convention, Latin’ page 5, .the women- at: Medgar Evers College, Youth: .

- page 11, the Mothers of the Plaza Del Mayo, OLAT page 12, Janet'ls -

.. artlcle on Life at U.S..Auto Radiator, labor page 3—-and creabe . oL
4a way of speaking about that totality of how. we take up WL as.an -7 -
~idea whose time has come comprehensively and concretely. But it

. -needs to be done in person, in one-to-one, on the road as part of . .7
. Yhave thumb will travel.® . . R : ST e T

© . _Or look at the new developments we have made internationally -
-on Latino, especially with women in Peru, including the transias- -
- tion of RD's writings on women' into Spanish. This" past . few months
. has 'seen a regularization of cur Spanish gupplement. to N&L.  I.
~think it is an execiting beginning., But our work with Latinos
ccertalnly needs to be extended and concretized, especially. here
»-in. the U.S.. I .am anxious to hear from. all’ the locals as-to how L
- “they howve been working with the Spanish’ supplement’ and, evén more,
~how -they plan on working with it in the uew year. - T
wrounnInthis year of ' publishing thiee books: thers is-a need . to win:’
serious ‘radical intellectuals. to our committees.  Both on the cam-
- pus and off, we need- to meke an appeal. - Again  this specific” B
" Aug/Sept. issue with Raya's Theory/Practice - on Hobsbawm and ': -
.Bubel becomes a -magnificent take=off point for such dialogues wit
intellectuals -if we are consclous of N&L newspaper. 85 & revolu-

Vftionary organizer of our growth}toebe. : _ L Lo

S I have indicated some points of departure Within the pages -
of ‘N&L. . But I am sure that each of us would come.up with our own’

. vay of presenting Marxist-Humanism to others throwgh ‘the pages of

-N&L.. The point becomes to undertake that.task as’ only each indi-
vidual can. S - o ' e o




: '5nupo..1: cm. urganlzatlon LO" :
‘N&L Convention, Sept..lssch
-by-MIKE CONNOLLY .- :

Meetlng .he Chalrenge from Pract1ce-—and from
the Self—Deteranatxon of the Idea

) ;ulx\In thls most unxque Conventlon, and in- the 90 days of dlscue—'
."sion which, preceded Lt..everythlng has revolved around methodology
- and Polltrcallzatlon, ;around .the: process ‘by: wnlch ‘a:philosophy of =
".revolution gets .concretized.. - Ie is astask.that: is'never:tfinished;"
wthat must . constantly be remewed.  Thus, ~this: year, when,: w;th the,ﬂf“
-publ;catlon of:all three -fundamental works. of Marxist-~Humanism, we:
J:stand-at s summation ofa 30~year: movement—-from: Raya' 5”1953‘break—(_
ﬁthrough in her letters on Absolute Idea and Absolute ‘Mind,- through
CM&F and B&R to the current work, RSWLM. PR- the tltle of the Perspec-"
”tlves Stlll beg1n=-.“Whet to Do’“ o
In one’: sense; ;he neeéito begln agaln, ‘as:/we congider organi~.
zatlonal perspectives for next year, emerges ‘out. of’ the' new: ‘politi-
cal-economlc erises . and -the. new mass-freedom movements: worldwzde.-d
-They are -testing all revolutlonarles, ‘ourselves’ -included.’:: But in
cons;derzng organﬂzatlon—-our ‘organization~-~this: year,.tbe "need ‘to "
begin again -comes: also: ‘out:of -the challenge from:-a 'l40~year. jou*ney
‘in-.the: eelf—determlnatlon of an; Idea--Marx's ‘concept of- revolutlonz_;
. in permanence. W;th the publlcatzon ‘0f :RIWLMPR; ‘a-challenge is ~ir~
_thrown out to all post-Maryx Marxists-to rethink:what Marx had.posged :
--in.the; last dacade.of his life: new paths: for deeropment,_neW'*“"
_revolutionary. forces, new - relatlons betweén so~-called "backward"
lands and’"advanced” ones. It is within that" last decade -that: we"
now - see permanent revolutxon pased as .the foundation for organiza-"
tlon“es ‘well, in his 1875 Critigue of the Gotha Program. .In c¢ri-
tigquing ;those.who called'themselves'Marxises.'but wha wished to
“subordinate: theory. to what they. saw as the dictates of activity’™
with other groups, what Marx .showed' is' that either ph11osophy,-s
the basis for: revolutionary organization,.or you don't ‘have: any-
truly revolutxonary ground.  Ingtead of theoretic preparatlon'for
a. new SDCletj. you help provxde room: for yet another Face of capi—f
ta+xsm. ' ‘

. o Todav we can see that Marx's CGP lay unrecognized as relevant
ko organxzatlon for. nearly 100, years, even by the best. of Marxist
frevolutxonarles.aand even when they had to.confront: the problem of
separation between. spotfaneity. and organization the day after the' i
revelution. - It was only in. our age, ‘with the 1953 breakthrough on

PN - 5 . L : . -




- ngel's Absolutes,.at the same tlme that new movements from practlce
fwere ar151ng==from the USA: to ‘East Europe to Africa—-that: ‘the: gggg&;
',bllltx was’ opened for a new relatlonshlp between the creat1v1ty -of
_'the spontanceous.mass’ movements  and revolutionary organlzatlon.. All
'organizatlonal guestions thus had beacome phllosophlc questions as
well, if: only ‘we were- fully COHSCLO“S .0f what new ground had been'
'established - i R St N :
) Unfortunately,-that full consc1ousness has never, come eaemly
ox qulckly, noteven whan-aitheoretic: leap’ ant;c;pates a ‘whole new
hlstorxc”SLage,.as P&R did. - Exactly.ten - yeaxs: ago,_at ‘the 1972 .
" Hews -and: ‘Letters-Convention, .we csaw.for ‘the-first-time/the full
,Table ‘of Contents-of that soon-to~ke puklished work,'much ‘ag we.are.
now. engaged in. preparing for .the "apprarance of RLWLMPR.: Today,“WLth
the new:edition of P&R: in- hand, -the ‘1982 . intrcduction'suggests how .
“'1ncomp1etely we: grasped -what. was: new- then,.especxally ‘in 1ts Chaniu;,,
'f"Absolute Negatmvity ‘a8 New Beglnnlnq."ﬂJA " Con BRI .

“he new Introductlon urges us to restudy Chap.-l, slngllng out .
the final pages of that chaptesr as crucial. There .Raya takes up the
 threa: final sylloglsme of: Hegel's Philosophy of Mind, ‘including the.
"last (#577), wherz Hegel ‘sums up everything =in the “Self-Thinking e
Idea," the ."self~-bringing-forth of- 1xberty." “¥You~ would think: that .
‘there:is nothing: further removed from organization. '¥et it'is: pre-~
c;sely there, as.we.get to-thosd final :syllogisms,.that: the form of
concentrating: solely on Hegel. and leaving ‘ today ‘for ‘Chap.::97is sud-=
denly broken,: :And it is here-that: ‘Raya lntroduCes not only the 1953
"East: German uprising, but-:a footnote d;rectly ‘on~ ourselves. " Refer~
ring to-her 1953 . Letters on the Absclute Idea, .we: read:.. Cag it
- turned-out; this proved. to be a new: divide within: Merx;sm between
those. who stopped ‘2t -the.economic analysis .of Russia as state—‘*“”
capitalist-and  those who proceeded o deve*op the Human:sm of
'Marxlsm for the atate-capltalxst age. T -

Again and agaxn, in the years 1mmedxate1y fol;ow1ng ‘PaR' s pub-
.lxcatlon. RD turns to “our: orlginal contribution” with. the three
little words--"as new begxnn;ng,' straessing: that it demands a new
form of organxzat;onal functioning ‘as:well. . With ‘the advantdge. of

. the intervening years, we-can ask whether we really bélievaed and

. practiced in our activity the idea. that it was phileosophy, and’ pre-
cigely our original contributicn to philosophy, that was the basis -
_For orqan;zational qrowth. ' - i

: P&R was published in Vov. 1973. scércely a year before -a.naw
" aconomic crisis was to burst upon the world, with ramificstions far
‘differant from. any of tha post-war recesaions. New kinds of revo- -
lutions burst cut, from.Portugal to Africa, from Lebanon to Niea- .
ragua, £rom Iran to Poland. Post-Marx Marxism did attack the =
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question- of-the economic crisis..” But ERS d;d S0~ wlthout any re—=?*‘ .
" thinking. of:its: stunted-view of Marx!'s.greatest- work,fCagltal.u Thue-
-Marx.was presented by the :Mandels. and Cliffs as if his theory wére
as ‘bereft of: Subjects of revolution and dialectics’ of-ievolution as:
thair- own.'.The relatzonehlp ‘of! Marx:to Hegel, ' and (oL "“evolutlon-
'in_permanence“ *o*"ahsolute ﬂegatxvity“ remalned unexam1 red by them

: _ Te wae the revolutions of the 19705 that'ralsed-ln ‘ar new way

; thesrelatlonshlp of epontanelty o organizatxon, ‘of ‘Hiwhat happens
caftexr™. the- revolution €ovforms: of. organization.created in the X
struggle.. And new: forces Gf revolutlon arose to challenge ‘the Aoldvf
concepts of,how,total ‘an uprooting was needed,- including an uproot-
ing of. the‘oldﬁweys of thought.” The'Portuguese. Revolution raised’
the’ banner: of agart;dar;smo(non-partylsmé-and as well bacame: the’
_51gnal ‘that henoe forth-no new: ravolution could’ emerge wzthout belng
tesgted: by the owuworldnzde Women's Liberation Movement Ins SQuth
Africa a new: coneczousnessv—the Black: Consc1ousness Movement——" }
demande*“an end to ail® ‘the old cliches ‘on’ the. relationshlp betw= S R
national consc1ousneee andrlnternatlonallem.f Everywhere the' new’

" gquestions. emerglng from practice found:the old truncated. Marx:sm
‘wanting, ‘and seazched forinew beq1nn1ngs 1n phllosophy and 1n L

_Vorganlzation“ Ra -

e Yet,,foz ourselves, actlve ‘as we were in. every freedom”movement
"rom tha" eﬁope to women's liberation, and from Black freedom to" anti-
o wax, organxzatlonal growth remained dlfflcult. Too of*tecn. there was’

CLan tendency ‘o think that: wider" and mora: intensdive’ ‘activity in’ the-
movenent wWas: the'.path. to winning new members. - In contrast, ;t;was .
‘in that peried: that the Political- Philosoghic Letters ware written,-
le*ters such as the one on:Lebanon which . in: 1982-—gix’ years’ later-=-
ig such: a: reve;atlon ‘to many who 'study it:now, becausge it is 50" l
totally” rooteo in. the proklematic of what. happene when philosophy -

- and .organization do‘get separated, as they dld 1n the Lebaneee vail

. War of 1975 76. ' : B

. What the years’ followlng the publicat;on of P&P aek us today
'is whether we drew tﬁe correct organiz atinnal—pOrirzcal conclusions’
about "Who We Are," not only in the statement we' put-in each isaue
“of N&L, but in all. ouy-work.. That is’ why, in posing organizationil -
perepoctlves.for,Marxlat—Humanismtthis'year;awowhave'inéietcd;that“i
as we widen.our activities with all the frcedom movements, and- focus
< -on Black America's struggles, we place at the center- 0f-all cur work'
the un;que“oontributions of. Marwret—Humanlam over 30 yenre-—and with.
all three"booke. S T __--_ S R
. R -~ IR
_It ia/not a queetloq of - a "dictace" to follow. rather it is a:
cannacting with -tho undorlying oueie- of cur-s ~a-reality "Hiou-'

L . o \




“:With .the .Iraniah Revolution cof 1979, we did first attract -revolu-.
*,tlonarles on:: the basis  of a .-total view of" Marx—nand af Marx15t~ '
) nfThat vxeﬂ has ‘been- profoundly presented (in: :their paper.q-
CE&A 1n'the many Farsz—publlcatlons ‘of- Marxist—ﬂumanlst ‘works,
Cas” Well}as in’the- eycxtzngudlmsnslons of woman and youth from which'
Hewa and. Lettera Commi.ttees; hqg*benerlted.- ‘This. summer.: Marxist-':f
‘Bumanist’ lltﬂrauure has also appealeﬂ,far the first time. in Arab;c:f
.in-the.translation of the’PPL’ on: Begln sIsrael, & worl written
11¢a5t w1nter,“when«Begln was:’ annexlng the Golan Helghts;'but which::
“seemed aven . more: tlmely when hls armies: 1aunched thexr.genoc;dalf
7;war in. Lebaﬁon. - i o

For.ourselves here Ain- the~USA. it .could be. said that .it has - '
" only been with the: developmeuts around the new book;: begznnlng wlth
the 1980 Conventlon. _that we, began to:draw -the organ;zatmonal con-

cluslons ‘of P&R, - v1ew;ng our- orxglnal philosophic: contribution-as .
. the basis. for, organizational ongoing activity.. .In- the; past. year.
".that.work has resulted -in:rsignificant new membershlp growth..ﬁ_eﬁ T

have only: scratched the surface:both on- the quantity of new members'

needed . for’ the tasks fac;ng ‘American- revolutxonar;es today, and:on,

‘ the. hlstorlc prcblem of. phitosophy and’ organxzatlon as- Marx posed:-

it in CGP. ~Rut what we are! beginning to see in our work:with:each

‘of the forces of revolutlon, is how presentlng uarxlst—Human1sm as

a.total - view- emphasxzes not: abstractlons. but the Eractxca;ltx of
-mghkh;_shz. : : P _

__“.Take labor——the dlmen51on of rank—and f11e workers An; the USA
1982."  There- are- plenty,of new. "facts": baing used to: describe that
dlmen51on. :We could. list-the contract concessions and the: clésged :
plants, the runaway Fhopsh hd “the decertlflcatlons.= {The percentage
of unionized: workers:is. .the lowest since the early years.of  the CIO.}’
The union’ bureaucracy, -which has already. forgotten the: 500,000 who
‘marched: on - Solidarity Day -in Washington,. D:C., thinks- tha* szgn1-:a
ficant facts are.the number of Democrats. elected on Nov. -2, - The.
radicalis are. buay running their cwn cand;dates for union offices.
to bring.-in a slate ‘that will be mozre mllltant, (or so they say). .
Both. have ignored. the way. *he ceaseléess economic crisis -has cr eétéd-'
~'a whole new underclass of workexs--in non<union or. "might as well " -
Le" non-union:sweat shops one day, on the unenployment lines. the L
“nexts But when we.do single out that ve-y‘diffe:cbt“"‘act Wodeodg o
-cruc*al to see that it is not an economlc questlon alone.. PR
In our . work thls year what flrst conblned the new: energlng s
from RLWEMPR, with. workers facing these conditions, was Raya's Lead:
in the April N&L on the global recession and the mllltary build-up.
It war under.- tha meact of that politicalization of the supposedly
rarnfied air ‘of Cagxtal, Vol. 3, that several. workers at Fellx
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: .In.Detroxt,.we j01ned striking workers at U S..Auto Radlator
‘on*: -their: picket .lines, along with many other radicals, reachiwith<«.
their-?programs“'for the:strike and opposition-to the UAW :1léaders.
But-at bhoth’ GH-South Gate.. and US Auto Radiator, the workexs- .who:"
*became~ lose to; Marx1st-Humanism and .£inally. ‘decided to~301n us,un s
S Janet andrﬂed, ‘Were.. looking for much more rthan a new.union: ‘caucus.
Read‘Ned'szappeal to: theanti-nuke ‘youth ‘to recognlze the 'war ‘going
‘on-iin preduction;. kisten to: ‘Janet!'s ‘ewcltenent ‘when': sne'p*esentam
So:ourner»Truth R-§ ﬂhallenge;to Frederzck Douglass from ‘PLWEMER' and i 7
-relates it.to.the WLM toeday;: and yow will-have‘an- eptlrely ely different
view.of:the- "nature-of -mind’, " and think of many-new.wawys to present’
M-Hism. in;labor'StruggIes,next year beglnning Wlth the exchange
of letters with Japanese auto'workers.un

Thls past year: has also been the one that ‘saw- Reagan hclp put
 thHe-Latin american revolutiohs before the US .public, emspecially
“with BEl-Salvador. “And. surely the whole Left has goxned "in - opp051ng
'Reagan s advcntures *here.:  But what we havc. seen, ‘as we'workpd-—'

thh 'CISPES. or with: Puatemala suppcrt groups—-~both from Latinos
and:from- young Anglos-in-colidarity with Latin Amerxca-—is =3 hunger
for.discussion:of the ideas ‘of frecdom;. for a. working’ out of how "
.to.see:; that Latin American Revolutions:do:not remain 'in: those “half
way houses“-Raya spoke about, -ag -unfinished reveolutions.™ -Nowhere
was ‘this: morc“true, 12n.in Sergio’ siact*VLtv ‘at CalﬁState—LA and ‘in:
Anne's.: trip to: Peru. - For Sexgio,: g1vxng -classas. in: Marxlst-Humanlsm
at:Gal . State was at. the same: time  a quést for-a: phllosophy .fox-the™
Chlcano ‘libération struggle. . And fox ‘Anne's Peruvian hosts——the-"
scc1altst-fem1nlsts of ALIMUPER-~the excitement they ‘f¢lt in: 1earn—*
lng about the new book was 'indicated not.only. by their-initial-
reguest: for. a meecting-centered ‘around getting-to: know: RLi; but a. ="
" second. meeting on getting to know. Marxist-Humanismi.: Again and’ again
" they commented, both during and after. the. trip, ‘on how! Marxist-=": %
" Humanism was’ bringing - together. ‘what .the Left {both in Latin- America:
" and. 'the USA) had separated-—women s 11beration and thc Latln Amari- 
can'gevolutxons.'" e T '

Indeea, as- you-w;ll see 1n Suuanne 8 report on’ womeh -2 libera—

txon. .what:brought. us: national and international recognitlon this -
. year, whether. from Anne's trip or:from the cssays by:Urszula‘on -

Poland or Neda on the“Mlddle East, was the concept of Woman-as Revo—

lutlonary Reason as.it was first Lully daveloped in Part IXI'of 7

RLWLMPR. The excitement felt by WLists' as far.distant as Manushi’

in xndxa for that concept was. clearly-connected to .tho naw 11 umina-

tion they felt it shed on their concrete struggles. C ks o
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. Jim ‘will.shortly be reporting on the work of thd. IMHYC, and -
the results of. their ‘national meeting on- Friday. -But.you have alu-
ready met thezr‘neweat membeyr, Laurie, through her article on
“Challengesvto ‘the Anti~Nuclear Movement® "in the: ‘Youth: DB. All the
locals -have ‘heen working :in- ‘that movément: “thia- year, with: ‘our:par-=7-.
_t1c10atlcn sin'-the June+12 mass mobilizations: 1n NY and:the Bay Area
Sas, hlghpOLBts.m Yet .for-Laurie, #nd ‘for many ‘we:are'’ talklng to mon
'-Lw1th1n-ant1-nuke -organizations, "the ‘outpouring of"June 127 thh’allv
- its'inew. dimensions. of opposition™ 0 the totality of: Reaganism, " i

<]grevea1ed also deep ccn*radlctlcns withing, whether on-attitude:- tc oo
+the Black. struggle, to women's -liberation or: to form.of organ;zatlon.

_What'is: at ‘stake. for many of: the youth: active 7in the: anti-nukeor—"
.ganlzatlons is ‘the .question of a-“vision" - foxr the movement, a hunger
to:be 'able to express:notonly the' need Lo Weirvive: " 'but ‘theinasdl:
to so transform. this society that: each- can *fully develop ‘his or: ‘hex-
‘talents and ideas. It is: thls Wthh can‘make pﬁllcsophy urgent for
;thosé we meét. . - N _ -

Crl o S e -

The w1dened act;v;ties, the fccus on the Black dlmen51on that

the Draft- Perspectlvcs underlined for the: year to come,’ £ind. thelr
-rootg-in. both the historic contributions of Marxist-Humanism ovexr:.
the years .since "19%5-~when the modern civil rights movement ‘ard . News
“and-Letters -Committees were born-—dnd: in- the: new: relat1onsh1ps“be—z
tween the- Black mass. movement and ocurselves: in ‘the past yeax.:JOur“-
.work has.stretched over. the whcle lcngth of .tha - freedom struggle.’J
“from Africa through - the West Indies to thea. .USA, hoth North and-i =’
-fScuth .The .assry by Ugokwe on-Nigaxia has already ‘brought: a wide
-response from both American and-African raaders,- rand’ offers many’
. new: points for. discussion on how .such an essay came to ‘be-—one ‘so
_fundamentally different from what passes for-discussion on ‘the &
African .revolutions in both  the Left and Nationalist: press**'The-

-solidarity work with-Haitian .exiles against both Duvalier’ and Rea_

'Jgan s. racism has ‘included work to free the :Krome: Camp: inmates,: a
-speech- by Raya. in NY . sponsored by an- oxile ‘lezder, and the wide """
_zmpact of-Denby's. ‘column on Haitian refugees, a column reprlnted by
.papers 1n the; US, Canada, and thL West Indles. . ST

In the cxtlcs of the North we have thls summer jcincd w;th
_zmarchers against white mob violence and police murders in NY, Chl—
cago,-and. LA, while- the- audiences’ for.talks by both Lou and Anne. in

' . NY-.included: clusscs of:Black women. hospital: workera,: Many' of the-

mest _“CLthg experiences this:year have come from-the work. withi
‘new ‘friends in the:South. ‘Denby.and Mike, Lou, Bcbblc and Ray,
_have all made. trips to- 3oin the voting: rights marches and talk with’
activists /in land-: struggles in Mississippi, Alabama and. Vlrglnla.n.;
Denby. will be glV11g a full rcpcrt on the work in thc Scuth in a-

fow minutes. - T Rt T I& . [T T T




: - Wer have made some 1mportant ga;ns in membersth—~both ;in the'
.;development (=} 3¢ those already menbers, “and .in the® acceptance’ ‘Of:.
,iorganxzatlonal responsihlllty by others,_especlally w1th the: work
':ofALou and :Gene, Bobbie and Karl in- ‘LA. 'And-we have“in ‘the: 30—
years: development .of Marxist-Humanism, a‘richress of: ‘history, - %
-activityand phllosophy in“the Black: freedom‘movement that“needs

to’ be 5tud1ed by all, Xt is: because we are detarmined: toswiden< ...
our activity in ‘the. Black dimension: her¥e*in Detrolt—-ln“the“Center——
;tyatfwe?havefaéked"Louderﬁerftc:moveuhereAthis yéar. -

k No' matter what acthltv w1th the forces ‘of revolutlon'one *urns
;to-—and that” 1ncludes 'such Yinternational": -forces irsider the!USA as
support for Polxsh Solldarlty-—whgt ‘etands out’ 1s*bcth.'thc“115erest
i from’the "outside® -in the. totdllty of? Marxlst~Human15m.:and the way -
in‘which our: ‘greatest points of success have been thoga" mast’ closely
tled to our- polltlcal zatlon ‘@f: the new! moments“ln Marxlst—Humanlsn.r_

: In the year to come, therefore, the bLasis: ‘of all our- worL‘w111

" become the task of spreadlng far and wide,. studying, selling and
d;scussxng, the :three: ‘new. works. of Marxls“-Humanlsm;n Ag-warhave
seen,  there:is: no- act1v1ty weiparticipate in which'ig not: illuminated.

. by those works. .. That .is what. puts -the’ expression  "Have :Thunb, ‘Will
Travel® atithe heart: ‘of - .hc organizational ‘pexrspectives, "at’the. same
time:that the-"travel® is- immediately seen asvan ‘entirely. dlfferent

'ﬁ.kxnd frcm all tne trlps we have taken 1n the pdst, thls year T
anluded : : : : -

: B .- A . S e

Tt ‘Next year travels are - flrst and above all——travels w1th the
nbooks. You can: get ‘something -of a fegl for'the: meanzng "0F the'
"slogan’‘if you remember  that. Raya first: posed ‘it ‘on“her ftrip to: NY
last./winter-as-'she -pregented ‘the. summation of the classes“in-
RLWLMPR._ The whole idea of travel wils. tied :to:the .fact that: w1th :
the category of “Post—Harx Mar31sts“,,we would e’ presentlng some-
thing unprocedented. in the 160 years ‘since Marx's death, something
-, 8o controvers;al that we .would nced to be: =34 eparcd for the battle
‘of -ideas on all’ fronts-—not only from- Stal.nists and Trotqkylsts,-_
social democrats and -anarchists, but from‘"'ndependent Marxlsts“f nd
'all sorts of" academlcs ‘ag well - : R

: Naturally, each trlp wxll mean an" experlence w;th a very
o ‘different audience, and demand a preparation’ that is the highest g

" kind of ‘politicalization. It means 'asking oneself:: what do. I know.
.about this" aadlence. this movement,_;ts hlstorv, its. contradlct1ons?
And  then what doI know about these threc books, th;s 30 -years of the
developmcnt of M-Hism that will enable me to° s;ngle out those’ moments
with which we can begin a dialogue?’ cOn51der these two "audience
‘from the first two orders we received in the office. The first
exder for the now book. (cven before we knew the price) came freom a

7555




gqubsﬂrlber lw-ﬂustralra,ra mgn‘wno naa-wrltten on- TrOtsxy;sm and had’
- already done*soma ‘work with: oun—ﬁrchives.. Through our‘correspondence
- what- developed was this-request for an articlé-from- Raya-ron-the- world
economic-crisis. for the Australian journal: Thesis~1l1l, . and ‘his .offer"
‘to review: the»new ‘book:iin-it. ,sThe first-order for:the new . editions

”lof M&F.and P&R ‘came- £rom.; the Black feminist author.Gloria: Joseph."

in® r@sponse ‘torthe:letter Diane had-written. her..: - 8he was! order:.ng

“fthe “books: ‘and rasking: for; assistance-in. developzng a coursertthis’

- semester on "Female. Leadership Roles in.Rebellion’ ‘and . Revolutxon in
1-,the USA and selected Third: World countrxes.w.‘ :

r,.‘-. Ca

B Such:are the dlalectlcs of a«"sale -Far from atoppxnggat the
*moment money szpollectnd,kas.xn capitallst“commodzty cxchange.: b
sale“ forsus-.is; the beginning-of .a ;new -revolutionary- dialogue,. one
“that: can: 1nclude:along its path the arranging of a-lecture for. Raya-l
on’ her: nationals tour. next: .Spring;;.the writing-of a .revievw.of the new.
‘book; or direect work with the Commlttees that has as its objcct the -
cons;derabxon of. membership. :
_ -P-Many of the trlps thxs Fal‘ wlll be focu91ng on .- arranglna ~the "
:ifullwnational lecture. tour Raya:will take--for "the ‘centenary of_Marx
Cin 1983.; One-of our: ‘newest: members, Dave-in. Chicago,  -has.already
-proposed trips- for himself to. both-U. of Iowa:and -U. of: W1sconsxn,
“with: the ' twin- objectlves ok sellxngsthe Marxist-Higt- Arxchives to:-
their libraries. and«arrangxng'For sponsorshlp to 'bring: Raya*to *hose
: campuses., Ron will be going down to UI—Urbana. - N¥ is now maklng‘
..'plans to be:sure to.cover New Eﬁgland Dhllade‘phxa and Baltimore/
”Washlngton- ‘whilé -the ‘West:Coast -has ‘projected: trips 'to- Portland and "
'Seattle, San. chgo and ‘Santa .Barbara. Inte:nat;onally, Kewin is . ./
-~ making ‘plans to! return to .Germany both to .try-to.find a-publisher ;-
" for' the:new book,. and to sed. ‘that" the "old" one--AderR--- finally '
'gets ‘some ~serious discu551ow.-- R T P e

S L

: What w111 help us- greatly 1n.the pnpparatlons for Raya s‘tour.
*qathe ‘kind of- polltlcalxzation that-has already.gone ‘into’ the = -

'-_magnlflcent brochure .that Andy reported on: yesterday. ‘Can we ‘con—=" .

‘sider a mallxng of the brochure. to asclected ligt of friends in

.. placcs vhere we have ne local, asklng ‘them:what suggestions . they '

" would have for brlnglng Raya's tour there? The fact is that the

3 1nd1vidua1 trips- this year--the most nume*cus ever--werc often )
. sparked by our subscribers. . John. will no- doub; ‘tell .yourthis after-
“noon of the tremendous response to this yeaxr's financial Appoal -
~frem. our.roaders, but 4@z you also know that ‘sevcoral of ‘thosc .rcaders- .
-ware the sponsoxs of - trips such' as that of Kevin and Ray . to: Baltih'
imore/WashuDC, or the latcst one by Russell to Bonton? Wl




T oWill Travel“ to the . c1t1es and campusesmclose ‘to where we have
‘1ocals. on the contrary,~we need to consxder the;-hole breadth of,
R country, andr what 1s mcre 1nportant~—the whole hlstory of
"'__Mav-x:.st—Human:Lsm,= :

places as. Denver,

i
_‘Or ggL_gggig,,where'we
'have both h : amphlet on the 1877 generel strlke”and ‘Raya's work’
‘there as?a v;s;tlng scholar? As part ofithe mperatlve not to. be=;
limited’ to. .any. ane . reglon, Mlke will be taklng a trip o Ch;cago i ;
after £he new. book‘ls Off the press——and remalnlng forra fullamonth, _

for follew—ug

‘-rePresented. the wor 'to assure a presence on the campuscs: wxllu
. he cos;znued and ehpanded . In the - past year oun-worx at-Huntex. :
College in NY and Cal. StaLe in: LA *esulted in, the establlshment of
_ M~Hist student papers and ongoing study groups that. posed the: -
alternative of a. genu1ne Marx1sm to the . truncated views of.both
academ*cs and eampus Left group Baxt year, however,_not oely w1ll
i presence on- thé campuses be a feature oF_the work in every. 10ca1,
'but everything from’ class sehedulcs to < nferences takes on.a new .
_urgency.. Thus we, wlll want to know what courses are belng gzven-—e
-and by whom—— n which we. could find a. way to, nresent ‘Marx's - 1ast
decade, or Luxemburg s femlnlst dlmenslon, or the dlvergence ofi.-‘
all post—Marx Marxists, beglnnlng with Engelshrfrom Marx' [} phl;Oﬂ—z
' ophy of revolution. Confoerotnces of all fypes will not only become -
events at which to _set up 11t tablas .{we will :surely do that too),.
but as well places where wa wxsh to present ‘papers .or take the;:“f;
- £loor “in dlscussion.' In the past year ‘we did open . new doors with .
talks_by Kevxn and hy Annc at the Eastern Soeiologlcal Assn._and

at URPE——on new ‘woments in Marx 's Capital. and .on Pemrnlsm in Latin. .
America. ‘And for the NALHC Jim designed one of .the most 'reat ive
polxtlcallzatlons of all--the dlsplay of our. ‘Archives’ that showedL
the whole of Marvist-Humanism while never departing from the :
-specrflc interest of those at tha conforence~-Labor History. See'_
“how.the display. ‘begins with the 1941 essay on,"Laber and Society“~
~and moves_through the. 1949-50 miners' general .strike to tha-
dlmenslons of B‘aek, ‘womcn and. phllosophy within tha workers'
movement, Can wa cowsider such. a display, this time cmphasxz*ng ]
the three new books, for the ASA conference. in San. Francisco.. next‘_,
wenk, or; the uncorn"*lg Natven 1 wWemen's Stud es. cc‘:‘.erence" o

; The'point here is that "Havae Thumb, Will Travel' is unscparated
from the individual .politicalization required for. projectieon. . That
. is trus even if one"s_"trrvel;xng without leaving town, as in the

r?st?e;
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3_wr1t1ng ‘of revxoWa of the new book for movement and qcholarly RRERTE

__publlcatlons, and ih. cor&esp'ndence.- We have already shown’ thxs e

" . year“that we- are’ beglnnlng ‘leorn how to ge, our ° artlcles publ;shed
in the WL, 'Blatdk" and‘tntl-nuke préss. " The révicws of "the new book’.

-nanyﬁof us wxll soon be wrxtzng w111 no loﬂger be "practice“ rev;ews

. “and®the hew" ‘book' ig ‘to seg’ the way we! travelled“w;thout 1eav1ng
fﬂtown'very successfully thls year thh the sge 1a1 ma111ng iists
jrevolt-‘on the
Maddle Eastr oh’thé’ econquc crisxs,‘on ‘the antiﬂnuclear movement, . .
“Some Or tho most ercxtlng néw relatxonsths estebllshe thls year;_"
' igins 'mallingJ,”Lnoludlng the' 1a st letters’

"*4frcmn~he"Frerch Solxdarnogc ‘grovp and the Israe11 feoznists agalnst

the war. In all of our "travelling" and rev;ews the task-willipe~ "~
-one -of. knowxng those ‘three books—-that 30 years of Marxist—Human;sm——
820 well."nd hc;ng so Serlously involved in the ongo;ng freedom ]
‘,movements as well'as the battle’ Of zdeas,—that ‘the partxcular path-
3ways are: opcned up for aach "audxence" that will lead to a v;ew or
" the: totaliry of our phllosophy of revolut1on : : 2

1

_ Nevertheless,—our wegkeqt pd nt remains follow—up._ ‘Put that
way. lt'sounds almost F*edhnloal “asin whcther we vis*t people )
aftor a meotxng or after we havc’a good conVe:satlon at =

: 'fo;low~through" ig such a central N
) category:in REWLMPR that lt le irlght o the heart of the Marxist—

s -

We- saw 1n Trotsxy ‘the’ cxciting 1oeas on rovolption 11 Russ;a
1905, and ‘how nothlng Of them was followed through thooretlcally
or’ practlcally in the 12 years to. 1917. And we saw how Luxemburg s

" "fglash of gﬂnxus"'on 1mperxalxam at” the turn of tho century was
only followed through on the 1ove1 of phenomena, 80 that’ her-'\
Accumulation Of. Cagltal ended upimlssxng the new revolutlonary .

'Subject tnat aroae to opposo imporlallsm. )

Ly

. ‘mhe constant dlgglng, the "permanent revolution" in thought .
that prevents ‘a breakthrough “from boing ro—abaorbed by ‘the old' is
what Marx demonstrated as he wofked ‘out his philosophy of rovolutlon
cvar and over again,’ from 1841 to 1683, . Indeed tho whola question;
of seuing Marx's lagt docede as ‘¢rail to the 1930s points directly
&0 tha way marxistuﬂumanxsm has“boon ro- thought and ‘doapdned again‘

and ngaxn since that f_rst brtakthrough ‘on Hegol E:] Absolutea in 1955




- That point was never S0, clear to me asg” when Denby and I were
asked: to qpeak to a’ croup of communzty‘organlzers in Montgomery
.called FOCAL We expla:.ned what the Montgomery ‘Bus Boycott "had.
meant to us:in the year of. our. founding 1955, how we .alone -among:
revolutlonarle said'in’ M&F that it was on, the same world hlstorlc'
level:as the Hungari=n revolution. 'And hlstory has proved g, f .
r;ght—-from ‘that new. form of struggle arose a Black’ Revolutlcn in -,
Africa as ' well ag’ “America, and” tha- birth of a ‘'whole. new- gcnerat1cn;'

£: revolutlcﬂaries, ‘white as well as Black and.including women's
1rberatxon “But it isn't alone a cuest;cn of- ant;cipatlon. It’ls“
what f":.d .you do with- that ‘anticipation?’ And for: Marxlst—Human:.sm
"follow—thrcugh“ meant we ware able to- ‘show them ACOT, P&R, and:r:
FFSABT,-anc ‘to'tell them about Raya's. new book to come."Within:the
-simple question of: "£ollow—through“-you can speak volumes about ‘how
Marxlst—Humanxsm has been' the first since, Marx -l neet the” challenge e
‘not. only ‘from great mass ‘movements like the Montgomery Bus Boycott.‘-"
but as Well from the idea of revolutxon in permanence.-ﬁ_ S e

On the eve. of the’ centenary of Marx, thc publlcatlon c::‘= al‘

three foundation works of Marxist-Humanism offers us: the opportunlty
_ to’ present the original contribution of News and Letters Committees '
;ln phllosophy and its polltlcallzatlcn 0. everyone we meet: ih thc',_»
" freedom ‘movements. We want to ‘begin wlth ‘those who are’ not ynt T
'memhers rlght here:in this room, and: ask you to join with us in the
thought and acktion necessary to truly make .this age "a: blrthwtlme
“and a per1od o£ transltlon“ to thc frec developmcnt of Human;ty.xr.




