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NEWS & LETTERS

December, 1982

Guatemala: the dimension of

Editor's Note: The struggles for liberation in

. Guatamala have brought io the fore-the dimension of
Indian men end women as fighters and thinkers.

Domingo Hernandez Iztoy, founder of the Committee of

Peasant Unity (CUC) of Guaterncla and o member of

-the directorate of the 31st of Januarg Popular Front -

spoke -recendy at U, of Hlinois - Chicage. Manuela
. Saguic, o 17-year old lxil Indian from El Quiche is also
a member of the CUC. She spoke under News & Letters
sponsorship at Cuolifornic State University at Los
Angeles. Below we bring excerpts from their speeches,
translated from Spanish. Lo

Dominge- Hernander iztoy
- When [ was six, ray patents used to tell us kids stories
- from, the past. They did this as the tamales were being
cooked and in this way reiated to us the suiferings cf our
ancestors and what 2 were going through ai that
tirme ay well. We lived in such conditions of poverty that it
is very difficult for people in this country to updérstand.
As I watched my parents, I reatized az the-age of ten that
- I would have to leave my family and niake my own way
so that there would be less of a burden-on them. So I went
to the city and there I realized that the city people too

" lived in terrible conditions, I became aware that the situ-

ation of exploitation was ooe against an entire peonle.

. And so it came to me at the age of 14 that | had to do '

something — that 1 had to work something out so I could
work Jor my people. But being so yoang, many people

vixdd not listen to me or to my friends who thought as [ -

" gid. What could we do against such forces? And I carried

this with me, this fecling of wanting to do something for -

‘my people and rising cgainst all that was against .us.

When [ reached the age of 13, I was able to talk to people

anc thus began the work.,
BIRTH OF COMMITTEE OF PEASANT
. We startad by talking with my cousins and people close
-to us, Little by little we had sume success; first in our
hoine . provinge of Quiche..By 1978, there was some.
- strength in three areas of the country and on the 1st of
- May, 1978, we formed our Committee of Peasant Unily.
- This was the first time in the history of Guatemala that
an organization had been formed undar the direct leader-
ship of peasants. It should be pointed out that of the 7.5
million people in Gualemala, 5 mililsn are peasants.

' Most of the Indian population does oot know how to

read or write. But those of us who do have been teaching
- .the others. When I teft my town the pecple didn’t have
blackboards, chalk or anything like that, so we used the
und and a stick to teach people how to read and write.
large pumber of my comrades can now write their name
even though they cuvn'i totally read and write Increas-
ingly it is the women and children who must plant the
crops on which we live because the men are elther dead
or working in some other place. - .

In addition, many many women bhave left their towns
and directly involved themselves and their children into
the armed struggle. And also the children had a growing
consciousness that we are involved in a crucial struggle.
One day we were sleeping in a ditch and one of the chil-
dren woke Up and safd that he wad hungry. And his
mother said not to ery because the miltary were comins
and they will hear us and from that moment on tie chil
did not ¢cry. He erdured his huniger and the cold in si.
lence, By the time the children are cight years old they
begin td play very important roles in the struggle. They

" ers — {rom which a new goverzment will come.

Indian peasants, indian women

- ‘serve as courters and ire'organizad_lnlo groum'. Whea '

they observe scmething about the militery, thay form a
line and pass the word so that the last child in line can
take the message into the village, .- . S .
And so our appearance at this time was a blow to the ~
government. Especially since never before had the most
expioited sector of the country, the pessant class, jvined
together to voice their concerns. Another point that should
be made is that it was very frighlening to the governrment
that an the first of May, we appearsd in demoostrations
— Ipdians and Ladino workers — side by side. Becausa
for a long time, one method for condpning the systam of *
exploitation was to use divisions between Indian: and -
‘peoples. ST e
In 1979, the governnment begas a systematic szries of -
massacres in Quiche. When Monit replaces Lucas, the
repression gets worte — a'scorched earth policy that de-
siroys entire towns, establisbes.strategic hamilets wkich
are living hells, poisons the rivers and burns crops, ilis
and tortures the people. : - Lo ;
We realize that these are acts of desperation becsuse
they can't desiroy our o tions,  per the level of
struggle of the people. We have been unifying all crgamnd- -
zations. After the massacre at the Spanish Emb , our
organization began to unite Lhe mass groups, Now four
major armed orgarizations are iovolved. We never
wanted to have a war. Bul the response of the governe -
ment has ereated 3 war, For the foture, we want a gov-
ernment that will respect el peopla. This must be a gov-
ernment that incledes Indians. 1t is the pecple who are
now involved in the stmggle — Irdians, pessants, work.

Manuela Saguic
. &t Fer ﬁ:any years now

.we the Indian people
have. been -exploited

and - oppressed - in -

Guatemala; and we are
maoze than 70 parcent of
the ‘country’s popuia-
Hogn. In the rural areas -
we don't have sani
water, roads ar schools.
- Tha’ yousg boys are.
fercibly taken away to
mlutaqv barracks to
serve -in the army.
i -Many people have to
migrate to the ccastal
plantations to work in
coffee,. coiton, aad.
sugar cane, They are so
poorly paid that when
they come back they
have nothing,

_In my village, my father was president of Catholic Ac:
tion, ‘and every Sunday people would got together and
tt:ll!l: ?,m of vmese meet:.tmgs there came other meetings to

About village problems, the formation of co-ops, and

the d.isr.ribur.iongof‘}ood. : - .

THE RICH VERSUS THE INDIANS

As the people met, the question of land ownership came
up, the fact that few peaple had access o any land. Out of
this came the formation of the Committee for Feasant
Unliy (CUC). As people participated In the development
of CUC, they became mare aware of the rich and what
they were doing Lo us. - .
Continuad
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Manueia Saqmc

Conlinued

" The rich have élways treated us Indians as people whe

“"are crazy, who can't thick. They think of Ipdians as ani-

-. mais, who don't have the capldty to learn and the capac-
ity to become conscious. But we've demounstrated.in prac-
tice that we can organize and -do t.hlngs and we' re aot
“crazy Hke they say,.

"And it's not just we Ind.lans ‘who are su.ﬂ'enng exploita-
tion and oppression. It's also the majority of the Ladinos
‘(notrIndians) who are poor and suffer, For example, the
slum dwellers in Guatemala City live in houses made of
cardbeard, and have no running water and no electricity.
Thus we Indians are strugghng alongside the Ladinos in
Guatemala, against the rich

We knew there were also guerrilla forc&s who’ were
. .struggling. with arms. ‘And ‘on the big coastal farms,’
. thousands of agricultural workers were organizing de-
moustrations and strikes, while in Guatemala City, stu-
. dent -and uniom orgnmzauons were. beginning to get.
strong. So it wasp anmst in one place. that Ii)eople were
organizing. It was over Guatemala, in all sectors,
~ The more we organized, the more the government re-

- 'plled with massacres. You'd find dead bodxas in gorges

‘and valleys and alongside-of roads.
-WOMEN CRGANIZED

- At first the army used td persecute nnly men. 'rhey '

".naver paid any attention to the women; they thought we

- 'were invizible, But when the men weuld leave the village,

the army noticed that we still had organizations and pro-
- tests. They discovered that t.he WOIME Ware orgnmzed
too.

. For example in one towu women were m.'.\h.lig explo-
‘sives out-of fruit cacs, thh gasoline inside. When the
army came ‘o and saw that there were only women there,
lhey started to laugh — but when the women threw the

moslws the scoliders. started to cry! And these women.

off the army long. ennugh to auow the rest’of the

village to escape.
o Im y of this yzar. ihirteen of ©s fmm the grmp FPsl.
incloding oyyself, decided to tzke over the Braailisn Em-
bassy. because that was the oaly way of foreing the atten-
tion of the world press om the massacres in the rural
areas. Whar: we occupled the Embassy, the government
said that under no circumsiances wouald they mepotiata”
with us. They sald they would burn us alive, ke what had
ba ed two years hefore in the Spoanish Embassy. - -
e are asking for the bruadest puss:hle solidarity to
. smp the U.S. [rom sending. arms Guatemala. The
Reagan Administration is sending mihtary aid to Rins
Montt. The helicopter parts the American government
sends are for the same helicopters. that bomb our toewns.
The government is massacring us because we’'re or--
ganizing and rising up. They have massacred a lot of

.- people, but there are still many people leit. The strength °
of- movement is that both the mass organizations are

united and the four guertilla organizations are united, We
have great hope that we will arrive in power and create
.new Guatemala.

NEWS & LETTERS - July, 1982

Guatemala _
Aentral America’s
revolutionary wm'eﬂ

- Editor's Note: Following are execrpts from [ News :

. & Letters interview of Rigoberta Menchy, a 23.yearold

Quiche Indicn from Guatemals, o leader af the Vicente -
Menchu Revolutiondry Christiany and membcr of the -

. Guatemalan Patriotic Unity Committee. She is currently °

in exilé after her parents and brother were assassinated "
bu the military, her fother being omrez of the 39 peazants o

‘who died in the Spanish Embassy fire two yedrs sgo,

Definitely, onr revolutionary  prucess !e:rnez! a lot -
from the decade of the "60s, when there was no massive .

. support from the Guatcmalun people, and the move- .

ment had not pained the tyust of -the Indians who are
the majority of the country, We are 22 distinct peoples
itt 22 territories, who- speak and’ dress differently and’ |
form 74 perzent of the population. And today it is pre-
cisely the indigenous pecples who hava 1n g m..joriw
joined the popular war. - =

1t was always ssid, “Foor Iad!u.s. ibey canmot r;eak

" for themselves so we will spezk for thene” This [s a Jie,

as now in.practice we. lndizns bave 2 volce we lmcw
how to criticize and how to think,
We know that Indians have our Mayan science it

‘which ouy ancestors passad on to us their love of nature:
we have our peliefs and no one can take these. away.

We defend them both pow when we ars at’ war, ard
later when we are in a aew soclety.

* The.assassinytions of onr perents apd mmlpuen!s -
endmgers our culture. Now even. the Indigeacas chil- -
dren are being kidnapped, and they are our {nicre, We
are alive today only because 'we Lbow bhewr {0 eal roots .
and leaves, because there is never even vorz to last the
year, ‘They massacre us now. with bembsrdizents and’

" assassinzations, but they have aiway: mm&n‘d us wllh '._ -

starvation.

Therefore oné of our dernands Is that we! have land
that the majority of the fertile land not be in the hands -
of landlords and generals as it is now, Nor do we be-
licve that the change will be nade on a specific date,

for you can put neither time nor date on_a war. and we

are dealing with a profound chinge. And when we do"
szize power, that will not be the total change ‘That will
be only a step in the chnnge we want to create in 2
new Guatcmala. —l‘llxabena Menachu
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NEWS & LETTERS

" Guatemala: the struggle continues

Editor’s Note: The Reagan Administration has juet
announced the decision to supply helicopter paris to the
- Guotemalan armed forces, elaiming improvements in
the human rights situation, 1t is a prelude to o decision
to resume full military aid to the governmeat of Rios
Montt. Below we prin: an interview with Nicolcs
Balam, @ Guatemalan octive in opposition to the. mili-
tary rulers. ' B ) s

My name is Nicolas Balam. ] am an indigenous peasant
of the Cakchiquel pcople, from the municipality of San
Martin Jilotepeque in the provinee of Chimaltenzngo,
Guatemala. | am a member of the Peasan: Commiittes of

 the Altiplano,- - - o . .

Our committee is a ‘mas3 organization, the vast ma-
jorily of whose members are indigepous of the
Altiplano, that part of western Guutemala where imost of
the agricultural laborers.are and where the smatl plots of
land are really unfit for cunltivation. - .
PEASANT COMMITTEE OF ALTIPLANO

This organization arose as a result of the government
repression, and it reflects the poputar organizations that

previously existed, such as peasant leapues, cooperatives,
. asspciations of small farmers, village improvement
committees, as well as the groups of catechists. The re-
B!ressim .came down hard on the leaders, and organizin,
the open became impossible, but the consciousness an
education remained with the masses of peasants, and so
the form of working changed. The Cemmiltee s7as organ-
ized precitely because the army's offensive of November
and December, 1581 prevented us from even resping our
crops or leaving 1o find work elsewhere. So at first we did
nat even know the form it would take, ;
crganize to dencunce the repression and for solidarity.’
Our prinicipal objectives are: to erganize the pezsar-
try, beth indigenous and Ludino. ioto the on-golng struggle
in our country; to join our peasant force with the great
mass of workers, since we are the two forces thut create
the country’s econctnic production and are the most ex-
pioited and marginalized: -and ta work for unity .among
the masses to contrioute to the popular democratic uniy.
since the rank-znd-file s mndamental, .
‘Our bastc demands at this time are for the struggle for
life, land and work; for freedom of orgacization and free
‘expression of the p : for I of travei; for an
. end to the repression aud’ the immediste withdrawal of
the army from the countryside; and for the independence
and sovereignty of our country. ° _

" THE SEARCH FOR A NEW SOCIETY

We work through various committess such as self-
defense, supplies (food and medicine}, popular education

. and communication committees. For example the enlire
village participates and uses iheir creativity in the seli-
_defense committees., There are groups for vigilance, for
dela'\_ri.n' tiie army, for communication and for evacuation
aof ol n, pregnant women, the sick and the elderly.

only that we had to

later

The delaying group uses bird-hunting guns home-made
from water tubing, and cherry bembs and [lirecrackers to
distrac: the army and to warn the village. " - - :

We also make booby traps with sherpened stakes, so
that when the army comes shooting and chasing the pee-’
ple they won't dare {ollow inte the forest: Some say we -
copied this from the Vietnamesze, Lut that's noi so. Right
in the Popol Vith, the sacred text of the Maya, are writlen
the different ways of our ancestors fought off Chivatva,

the house of bell. And ous grandfathers used these traps - -

to hunt deer and raccoon. -

.1t is this same indigenons, peasant peapie. wh.o are the - ¢

great majority (hot-forgetting onr. Lading brothers). who .-

must search for a'new society. one where human life Is
respected, where there is an’end to the exploitation of |
man by man, where there iz a regl freedem, real demo- |
cracy, where we can all express ourseives, and where we -
all have rights as well' as cbligations. : :
'We believe that our indigenous culture had many pos-
itive azpects. Though every cuiture alse hss its weak-
nesses, wa must develop the positive parts, to bring about
a-new soclety for the good of hurnanity. . -
- ‘The pesitive aspects of indigenous culture arc fts form
of organization, its uaity, its sgricultural troditions, and

_its seience. Qur Maya priests, who were contempiuously

called ‘‘sorcercrs,”’ bhad to use their knowledge of

- mmedicine and astronemy practically clandastnely.

The indigencus form- of agricultural work was com-

munal until 1871, when with the supposed revelution they ..

startad to divide up cur landy, leaving only a piees of -
cormmmunal iand in each hantict. But among the families
this tradition was never forgotien. Even now at planting -
time oha family goes to work with another, and when
they're finished they pass cn to help asother. We call this
Cuchubal. Work for pay i3 practiceally unknown among
indigenous pecples, | : L N
THE ARMY OF RI1OS MONTT - .

They have tried many ways to undo this type of organi-
zation. But the repression, far from destroviug it, hes
made us go back to it more. Now:the army of Rios Montt
is building strategic hamlets under the name ‘‘model vil-
lages,” tryiog to end cur whole way of working the land
and our traditions, - . P

The army is now exterminating especiatly the indigen-
ous peasantry, because the large Iandowders of the south-
ern coast can now mechanize their crops and no longer
nead our labor. So they don't care if they wipe out the
entire indigenous population. Neither does the U.S,, which
is directly interested in our infertile lands because of the’
discov of oil and nickel.

The Guatemalan people know that we
stru

face = hard
e. Bul we are confident that we will win sooner or

ause the whole people is involved. This iz not a
race struggle, It is a class struggle of the dispossessed .
majority against the tiny minority that possesses every-

thing.

For Guatemalan solidarity work in your area contact:
.NATIONAL WETWORK IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOFLE OF

GUATEMALR (NISGUA},
"Washington, DC 20004

$30 F St.

§w, Suite 720,
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Au.gusf-Sepiembar. 1982

&0 peopie

by Comminee of Solid:rity with the People of Guatema.ta ’

Today in Guatemala the policy of presi-

" .dent. Hios Montt is the extermination of the
indigenous proples, Now he is not. fighting
against the guerrilla, "because he' knows very
well that the guerrilla is not izolated, but is
part of the people. Riox Montt it not only
following the old scorched egrth policier of
his predecessor Luces Garcia. Now, when they
bombard a village they also burn the . mur-
raunding mountains, the , the amimals,.
: they burn everything, so 'that the few sur.
vivors will have no.pluce 1o hide, 5o food to
eat, It is much more terrible nor. .
——Iugoberl.a Menche, Quiche Indian, niember

of the Vicente Menchu Christian -

. Revalndonaﬂu snd the Gealemalan
: Comntiites of  Patrjotic Unity
Thar. is lhe realily of Guatemala today, whers some

3.000 have been killed since the March 23, 1982 coup -

" that resulted in General Efrain Rios Montt usurping the
presidency..He . promised reforms and an end to repres.
sion. Instead, this reactionary fundamentalist Christian

" who believes himsel{ “called by God" to rule, has im-

" posed 3 state of seige, press censorship and prohibition
" of all” politien activity whﬂe caIJing to active dnl.y ail
fonner sokdiers.

" Because of hurtan rights vinhtinn.s. .S, mliila.ry aid
- was suspended.in 1977 to the regime of General Lucas
Gareia,  Th=-recent coup was supposed to change the
image of the government so the U, S. Congress would
be able to resume military aid. instead Rios Montt has

intensified the genocide. Several Catholic priests have-~

reported recent massicras in the cm.nt.ryalde where
reporters cannot-ga. - -

Guatemala Is Central Americz's most popu]ous coun-

- try: Over 70 percent:of its people are Indian, forming

22 distinct peoples with their own langusges and cus-.

toems. The non-Indians are called Ladinos, The- living
,conditions of the people have been sharply worzening
: ‘under the economic crisis since the mid-i0s: malnutri-

‘tien affects B2 percent of the children under five, ilt-
eracy i 53 percent, and in this most unequal of societies,

the top 5 percent of the population receives fully &0
percent of the national income, while the poorest 50

- percent I recelves only 7 percent of the national income, - -

The nsw today ln Guatemala is the multiplcity of
genuine, mass-organizations that have sprung up since
- the late "70s. Peasant leagues, cooperztives, labor unions,
-studept agsociatlons, Christian-base communities and

- nicighborhwod committecs are all forms this: movement -
has taken, It iz In response to these movements that the ..

massacres have jbereaged,

Gaatemala

an!ngs l'rom Gualemalas lndlan nakinns-

New js also thet we see, for. -th@ st tima: &u.. (he
majority of the'guerrills- freedom fighters- ace -Indians,
full'y half are women, and aver the children are fnvolved, - .

% is & very different Mind of guerrilia, fully supperted
by 2 pecple who know [rom their daily experiances chat
this is the only : way open to them if they and their cul-
ture are to survive and who have a unique viaian m tha
kird of society they ave ﬁghun-g for.’ -

The fact that & new upity is being ferged betwe-m
Indian and Ladino for the first thuwe, avd thet with the -
success of the revolution in Guatemaia it would be the
first nation Ip the Americas where 3 mejority Indigenons
pecple who have preserved their own cultnre agninet zii
ofids would finzily have power over their own Li-n:. s
mxkes Goatemals’s a very unique situggie. . -

it is imperative therefora that itis Py faceted-
freedomn movement Iz allowed to survive and develop,’
bothl dfor itself a.t:d for a new stage of £re=d0m £or the
wor - :
T4 The most :.mmedlnte task f[s &o stop “the mnzm
Admipistration from resuming direct militzry aid to .
Guatemala's generals. The ' Adurinistration pow  has
before Congress a reguest for $250,000  for milMary

training. 1f thi; trjal bal]oon passes it will on.ly mean. .

MOTE MNassICTes. _

Sotidarity i not a ope-way roaa!. Let us also lsien
10 the vaice -of this new Guatemala strivieg to be barn,.
that it may help us to transform our society {oo into a
more human one. It is pracisely thix spread of the ideas
of freedom that the Reagan Aﬂml.nmuxﬁon fcars, both
in Cemtral America and &t home.. ' . .

Ye zre open to all who wont o ‘work with us in
aiding the freedom movements in Guatemala  Share with
us whatever time you cx:, share your idess.
Commmee of Solldarity with  the People of Guatt,mala

- 15 West 215k Street, 2nd dlocr -
New York, N.Y, 10019. - .

eSS
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The peasant dimensmn in Latin ﬁmemam its
test of the relatma's of the@ry i ﬁrgamzamn

by Michael Cornolly

. The present. world crisis, be it as seen in Latin
America, or in the USA, in East Asia or West Eurnope,
in Russia.or in Southern Africa, demands that we turn
serously, objectively, and with a vision of a new society,
to the peasant dimension as suhject of revolution, a di-
mension that-has again and aga.in shaken every part of
the sworld in our era, Today it is a 'ubieul tbat is in
revalt all over Latin America,
. The peasantstrikes, demonstrations - and land in-

vasions: throughout the hemisphere have created an.-

entirely new stage in the freedom struggles, and nowhere
more o thax In today's Guatemala. The dlalectic of
events [z that movement against the military dictatorship
of Gen, . Romeo Lucas Garciz and his U.S. imperialist
backers reveals what a simaple listing of the oppresive
_realities canpot: the emergence of the pensantry in
re\"’ult,len waze, and with the added character of caste
-and color. -

1 GUATEMALA: THE DIALECTICS
- OF BEBVENTS -
Central to the crigizcs of the current upm:lng is the

forment of what ‘might be ecalled an “Indian conscious- -

ness movement,” as it thrust itself into the Guatemalan
scene in the orid-19703. It began with a challenge on the
-part of Indlan intellectuals to the raciom thar divides all
aspects of Guatemalan society Into “Ladine,”™ or those
with Spanish . Eeritage, agd “Indio,” & term uttered by.
Ladinoes with great tontempt. Stressing the recovery of

. Indiaa eculture at its Mayan.roots, writers such as An-
tonio Pop.Caal denounced those who “dreamed of being
Ladino,” and insisted instead that the 22 indian nations
“take consciousness of thelr own id=nt{ty . :

By May, 1978, Kekchi people in the town of Panzas
protested the selzure of their lands by rich Ladinos. Led
by an-Indian woman, they presented a petition to the
Mayor, only to be met with 2 hail of automatic weapons-
fire from the army, In what was called “Guatemala's
My Lal™ 114 dled,,

One mamth h&er Lucas Gareia took pawer in a sap-
posed “reform” move, mling a countyy where x two per-

. cent elite owne 70 p t of all bie land, waile
200,030 peasantis own- oo land at sl For 2 half-million

Guatemalan lud.lm l'lghlen in um Guerrlua .\rmy of
the Poor

indlzn penszants, =ach year mexns a mlzrotion ifrom thelr

-tiny plot on the altiplano to the bet, humdd scuth coust, ~

where from Cctobzr to February they work huge colfee,
sugar cane and cotton plaptations s pittance wages,

Nuw htwever, Lucas Garecfa’s .ragime’ wa; (aced'
with the explosive gmulh of- mzss organizations — the
Committee for Campesino (Feazant) Unily and the Na-

‘tional Committee for Trzde Union Unity. Agzin and
again the peasantry chsallenged -the government in new ...
ways, including the January, 1980 scizure of the Spanish. -

embassy by Quiche peasants. The whole woarld saw how
the army burned 39 alive there, includlng_ the . Spanish

hastzges. What received far less-notice was'ithe response _'

of the peasants labaring ‘on the south coast: piantal.ions
They launched & L7<lay strike of some 50,000, octupymg
sugar mills and plaotations, . .
Suddenly, every protest became a threat to the gov-
emnment, every Indian meeting a conspirzey, Ixil Indian’

‘women were massacred im the Nebaj town square.in
March, 1980, forcing the Catholie bishop of LI Quiche -

to denounce the government campaign of terror.-

Wow, & persant congress mwet secrelly, and present
were represeniatives of Ixil, Quiche, Cakchiquel, Keichi
and others — 17 nationsalities in all Now, the govern-

‘ment wax forced to kidnap Indian youth, “conscripting™

them Into an army two-ihirds indizn, yet officered: near-
iy entirely by Ladincos INow, a fload of Indian peasants
begzn joinimg the guerrilla forves, especiaily the Guer-
rilla Army of the Paar, Ne other daveiopment has so
trznsformed ths situation in Guatemala, and sent sueh
shock waves into the war councils of the Lucas Romero
Tegime in Guatemala City znd their Penlagon cmxnter—
insurgency” advitors.

Despite the fact that the goveroment apd its two )

private ultra-right death squsd armies have murdered
some 5,000 persons since Lucss Bomere took powver, no
and to the uprisiog iy anywhere i dght, And oo !‘rota

the guerrilia opponents being Leﬂ'adhemms to theories

of “fecoism,™,) mozily from the Lzdine population, as

they had been-in the 19603, now tl\e mat dimemlon ’

" In arms poses all juestions aneve,

The peassnt as. a subject of revoluhon has,” 1.1 our
age; not only confronted again and again the fetidal

oligarchy and the capitalist bourgeoisie, but demanded .

irom the revulutionary Left a profound reorganization

in thought and asmtion. What 20th centuiy revolntion,

whether Afrizan, as in Algeriz ¢r Zlmbabwe; Asian, =3

in China, Vietnam or Iran; or the Russizn revolutions of -
- 18058 and -1917, has not seen the peasantry burst cnto |
" the center stage as a principal actor in the drama? ’

In Latin ‘America aspecially, every revolution from
Mexico through Bolivia tg Cuba and Nicaragzua, has re-
vealed the peasart dimension In’ Latin Ameriza's quest’

for liberation. and underscored tha: dimension's test of

Marxists' understanding of the relationship of theory tc
revolution. Let's return, however briefly, to .the begin-
nirig, with Marx's own concept ¢f the peasa'ttry a3 revo-
lutionary subject.

II MARX'S CONCEPT OF THE PFA.SA.NTRY

‘There is hardly any part of Marx's writing on which

more debris has been piled, with scademies fondly quot-
ing M:rxs comment on “rural idlocy” as lhough that

Continued .

———————at.

1. For o discusmion of fucsitm 'Ly a “worticiponl-ohserver,” see
“Guernlia Infigticn: tha foco theory av o theory foe badure™
Revelytion In the Third Waerld, Sy Garard Chroliandd. On the trogie
dazth ai Cha Gumm n_ Bolivia, swe Ediionol o WéLl, Naverst-
bzr, 1987, Alss e Rays Dunayevikaya's tritigue of Dadray's Kats
siution in the llu-iullu n Mal, Match and Apnl, 1968,

i G “(’




- The peasant dimension

Continued?! .

were the beginning and end of the question, Far from
Aarx’s conception of the peasantry being either one of
contempt or one-of undifferentiated enthusiasm, his
work carefully traces the peasant dimenszion from the
1848 revolutions to his study. of the Russian commune
in the very last years of his lfe. . -

.In .the midst of the 1848 Revolutions, the Neue

Rheinische Zeiteng looks to the .East for allies, and’
concludes: “The merit of the Poles 1ay in the fact that

they Hrst recognized and announced that the liberation
of all Slavic nations could be achieved only through
agrarian democracy.” And it is precisely in Marx's great-

est “summing up” of 1848, the 1850 Address to the Com- -

mupist Lezgue, that he precedes his call for “revolution
in permanence” with the singling out of the “rural, pro-

- letariat” as the natural allies of the workers. . - ‘
© Out of 1548 and its expericoce came both Engeiz’

great work on the 16th cedifury Peasant Wur [ Germzany, .

~ and Marx’s own study of the peesaniry, pot alame in
. Earope, but axtending as well to Asiz, In ihe Grundrisse,

he dug irte preespitalist economic formstions, while - )

ke fixed bis eye on the Taiplug Rebellion in Chinx, The
- agrarian quesiion became for him a wosid qaestion, Nor
were lhese studles aver separated from the gursiion of
revolution, As he put it in ag 1236 latizr to Engelr “The
. whals maiter In Germany will depend oo the possibility
of serporting the proletarizn ravolotisn with a sert of
" gecond edition of the peasant war. Then the thing will
he ezceilent.”” . .

_His expression stands in starkest contrast to that of

Lassalle, who, unfortunately, was to anticipate & Hll cen-
_tury of misunderstanding of the peasant question. Lock-
ing baek op ths German prasanl war Lassalle explainad:
*The peasants killed the nobles and burned their, castles,
or .. . made them run the gauntict. However, notwilh-

standing -this  revolutionary sppearance, the movement.

wzs, in substance and principle, resctionary.” c
 Not enly was that worlds apart from Marz's vicw In
the 1850s, but It was lo the zgrarian question that Marx
_was to return in his last years, in his studies on the
Oriental, especially Russian, . commune, Here, what is
erucial to fee, and not alone for Marx's time, Is that
Marx's elucidation of the sharp dustity within the
peasant commune and its response to pressures from the

‘capitaiist world without; pinpointed the sourca.of its rev- .

olutionaty potentisl—a potential that could have en ever
-greaterimpact in the future, By Marx's 1682 Preface to
the Russian etition of the C Manifesto, the
Russian commune was seen as a locale for new revolu-
tionasy forces, if they were not isolated from the revolu-
{ionary forces within capitalism, especially the- urban
. protetariat. B . . o .
" The. fact is, however, that what was clear to Marx
was not.at all-clear to Marxists who followed, It was
to take two Russlan revolutions and the defeat of the
German revolution of 1919, before Lenin was to declare:
wIf not through Berlim, then through Peking,” and thus
focus attention on the world revolutionary potential of

the persaniry in the era of colonial revelutions,  For

Lemin, the path o full revolution in the Russian “eivil
war 1218.19 lay in part through the tremgndous self-

activity of the peasaniry, their land invasions, their driv- *

Ing out of the nobles from the rurzl arezs. Bolshevism's
slogan wes: “Go and iske the land for yourselvest”

- Migoei A Segue, Bollvian artist

. I THE BOLIVIAN REVOLUTION, 135258

_Even though the more than &0 years sioce the Rus-
sizn Revolution have been marked by the explosive
participstion of the peasantry in all revolutions, they
hzve been characterized as well by a non-comprebension
of tlet role on the wart of Marxists zs different- us
Trotsky and Mz0.2 Leon Trotsky knew ficst-hacd what
the - participation of the pessaptry on the side of the
revolution had meant in the Russian civii war, Yat as

. Iate ar 1935, writing on Chine, he was still cErgizg to

hiz Kfe-long porition that the pessantyy canzot play *an
independant role, and even less a lowding cpe” And inm
his last vess, 1940, ke wou Tepeating: “The pessamry is .
incapmbie- even of focmulating its cwn interests.”

- In the Bellvica Royobatian of 195233 — 2, deep and
gmﬁmmﬁ!on@landm&dnmiuﬁm‘bﬂhhﬂwﬁms
and ca the land—"rrocikyism bed He chamer to periicl-
pate in a 20)1 sense In an opgoiug Estin Americon revo-
lution. The - Pevolutionzry Workeni Party (PCR) in
Eolivia bad actoally gained widc sapport before the -
revolption, not onfy among wminers, hnt lo some extent .

amonyg pesssnts, following its Pulaceys Thesis. of 186, o

That thesin, supported by the mincwerkers, called for
prolstarian revolotion ia allisnce with the peasantry.

.7 Ironically, what allowed  the Trotskyists -in Latia 7
“America to formulata 2 pesition Iike the Pulzeayo ‘Thesis

.was their total concentration on Trotsky's 1838 “Trap-
sitional Program of the Fourfh Internatioral” rather than

Trotsiy's theory on the anon-revoiutionary maturs-of the -~

peusantcy. And the fact iz that that Program cailed for
a “workers and farmers” government — this at the
same period where Trotsky was repeating ihat the peas-
antry wes -"lpcmble of formulating its own interests,”’3
: Cordinued - - R .

the fry, Vet
truth that the only

2. Moo i naver charged with “under
what Mog's hisfory in powsr undarticed is the >
was the pocietl’ Army, under milltary discioiing,
lon of Army ord Party leoderzmip. For o tracing
ot Mao's o ¥ Y, (e Challange ot Moo
Tia-tung® in Mordsm sad frasdem, by -Rayo Ounayevikays, - .
1. In the Penrvion pewsont strugglus of tha late 19508 ond carly
1960a, Trotskysun ogain wvwnn It o revolutions
gry 31ogs wos not reo i rectont
Sigure, Hugo Dinnto, ses Tha book, Lend s¢r Deeth:t Ths Festext
Strugle In rnu.,‘im whele queition of Trotskyism's shole of the
tmsporsibllity for the unfinivhed parure of Lotin America’s revolu-
tions It bt swen In “Latin America's Ustinished Revolutiom,” o
Peliticg! Phitssephic Letter by Rays Dunoyevikoys. T




The peasant dlmeﬁsmn m Latm Amema

‘ Continded

" . The armed. Insurreetion that broke out on April 9,
1952 quickly revealed its difference from Bolivia's scores

.. of coups and counier-coups of the past, In two days of
‘{ighting, the rebel troops were joined in the center -
of La Paz by the Indiam market women — who also - -

ventured into the garrisons and seized the weapons from
Indian recruils. A detachment. of armed: minars from
 Orro tas.mantled the battenes on the rim over!ooklng
the capital,” -

From the moement the molntion succeeded, lt be-

“cante clear bow Little the categoﬁa of “proietazian” and

“peasant,” in the narrow economuist Inlerpretation of

the Left. including POR, antieipated tha Bolivian revo-.

Iutionary reality, Miners seized the mioer and woun thelr
erpropristion from the forelgn corporations, suddenly

enmin;htothamﬂonalﬂfainammtm Todian |

gronp had been able to achieve since the conguest of
the Inca empire. And sinco Bolivian miners and

petsants
are pot two different pesples, the ceil-mobiliredlen of

the mining distritts quickly challewged {he basiy of

feodal land relations, as the miners snd miners® wives.
“tnlked to their families in their home villuges, What'

followed was the most’ mam-hfe peusant ul!-orgml.uuon

-+ in Latin Amerlean history.

While the Naticnal Revejutionary Movement (MNR)
government and its Left allies (including POR) argued
over whether land reform should or sheouldn't compen-
sate the hacienda owners, the peasantry began to selie
the land, Rapidly, the land invasions spread across the
¢ountry, involving hundreds of thousands of .Indian
campesines. The first responsa ‘of ths MNR governmeat
\ way lo send police to stop’ the land invasions, and arpest
. POR members who were aiding the peasants, Even then,
* with only mild criticianm:, POR supported the government

land rolicies, hardly recoguizing the stark divide that
was. sweeping through the altiplano and the wvalleys
Indians, anly mronths ago the dominated huge majority,
stripped for centuries. -of their communal lands,
now forced the whits elite and their functionaries to
fles 1o the citles. Spring, 1083, saw them as masters of
much of the land.

By the lime the MNR government signed. the’
: Anratrian Reform Decree, flficen mounths zfter the Devo. -

" Iutlon, the land had already been'largely- selzed, 200,000
catpesinos, onethird of them with weapons, altended
the signing cereracay. The truth is that the Decdree was
‘conceived as part of & way to halt the-invasions, and re-
esteblizh, slowly, the contrui. by the parly apparatus
over lhc direction of the peasant struggle. Yet it was to
be ntore than snother year before the Trotskyists, then

- split into several groups, broks with the reformist MNR

government, By then, the burcaucratizalion of the rev-
olution wi the land was well advanced, with the T=-
e-hbnshment n! a new peasmt leadebelite tied to the

party.4
By 1984 the buu:ucntiud revetution was over.
thrown by the right-wing general Barrientos, Wha! re-
. Of the mm boolu an ths hmorv of the Ballvian R.wtu!lnﬂ nnd

Trankquml rolg 1 two of tne more impartany nrt by RAobert J.
Auxorciers The l-mi.n  Natlanal and Tranky In

ricw, Alexander’ 1 the b

the

thar, however, thould bc lupp|-mn!ld by other tourcn :luur tn .
peaIaniTy.

""""". stild largely unheard by th.. ..cf:. were tha con-
tinually emerging voices irom that supposedly “silent -
enigma.” -Listein to the Tiahuznacu. Manifesto of 1973,
“In Beivia there exists 2 pyrumid of domination, and we
. have remained at the lowest and must explmted jevel of .
that pyramid ., . . We refuse te belleve'in the rhetoric of -
those parties which, claiming to be Leftist, do not recog-
nize the campesmns as the makers of ‘J:e;r cwn desnny "o
- ‘ B -

In foenslng on lhe rewluticmry di.mensien of the

+ Latin American peasactry and its- test of the” relatlen- - VT

sbip of theory to revolution, light is ched also on the
“domina’ theories” of Reagap-Haig, whatever the name .
ooder which they are peddling them this week Their:

. faptagtie itisistance that . tke curtent freedom  strmggliss . e

“in F1 Sslvadsr — and all ofl’.auuAmnrlca—anhan- ’

. Pussien conspirceies j3 zn atiempt {o hide the fact that, -
. even since  Guatcrasle 1354, they laava been the o:u:s' B

who played the domino game. . ..

. In the “Southern Coac,” Remn and his ultn—rght
-friends mling Argenting, Chils, Brozil and Uniguay are’
" playing it- sti)l, Having now instzlicd the brutal Garvia

Meza regime in Bolivia, the Southern Cons juntaz are

attempting to spread Lha‘ brand of temr iur'ther nosth

"t on the contlnent,

B What we North Amencam tave to- dn now is to
- begin-to sew the real revoluticnary relationships {n Latin -
Americe, beginning with the fzct that-the Latin Amer-
ican pessant has always been a “cliy person™ as well,

"In.today's struggles, that meadt being 3 *‘country tnd
city guerrilla,” whether working. in tbe sweaishops, or
unemployed in’the shantytown bartiss, whether on the
the huge plantations, or telilng to makg 2 living from
a tiny plot. )

They are opsning new roads to aolidanty with .8
second, revolutfonary, Narth Armerica, Add we, in turn—

’snd not only because we kave Latines withia this couatry

. == are learning not to.yei brainwashed by the U.S, ruling
class, Thus we can begin te ertend nur hand in snllda.r
ity, pncr.!c:lly a8 wall a3 lh:oretically.

“The press is the .m!kfm langage and mm]r.ﬂ'

image aj.’lu Antoml spint ofl!w pfepb S
. S - Ka-l Marx
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b _ - July, 1954 . soon
The US. and Guatemala
Editor's Note-— With this issue we initiate a new feature in News & Letters, —
. “Marcist-Humanist Archives”. We hope lo present nat generally aveilable Morzist- -
Humanist -writings which will help to clarify tadsy’s pelitical-revolutionary ques-. -
tions. We begin with a°1954 Editorial written just after a U.S:sponscred - coup in
. Guatemaln, justified by “‘supposed” Communist domination of the Guotemoian
S Rteaders’ Views this issue carries a discussion bebween .two workers on-US.
fareign policy in which one. says: “The.U.S, sticks its nose into, too many other
people’s affairs,” and- the. other answers, “Every time 2’ fight breaks out we’ .
accuse the Russians of starting it—but the Hussians seem, once’ in a3 while, to
got themselves on the side that's fighting for independence. Why can't the U5,
get on that side for once?™: T L TR !

We- disagree that- Russia is ever on- thz side of the paople fighting for inde-”
pendence——except” where it happens to suil.its forsign policy of fghting the
United- States-for world domination. But It i3 most certainly true that the  State
Departinent is never on tha side of the people fighting for national independence
—except, again, where it.suits®its poliey of fighting Russia for world mastery.
In fact, it has jusi enginesred a quickic—a “fibevation™ In {roe NSoscow style. .

THE-UNITED FRUIT COMPANY RULE . IR L
<+ To Europe, McCarthyism stands for the “American way of lfe” To Latin
America, the United Fruit Co, does. "To the Guaiemalens this has meant 2
century of earning three cents a day, with no security beyond that dzy-of “poy,"”
a hovel that. could not be called a home, no matter how you stretched. the mean- .
. ing of thet word, no union and no vote. This - they summaed up in cne, phrase,
“Yenkee Imperintism.” For 105 years.the- psople-have struggled through revolu-
tion after revolution without any measurzble degree of success. In 1844 they-
. succeeded in throwing over the dictator and good friend of the United Fruit Co.,
Gen. Jorge Ubico, .. 1" = oo - \
- The. 1944 revolution put an end to “the good o1d days” when the United
Friiit Co. had nothing to worry about for it always had enough dictaters in its
- power_ and enough money to buy other politicians who would approve its “labor
policy.” People began to take things isto their own hands, President Arbenz - whe
has just been forced out.of office, is as much of a Comraunist as Amencan Am-. .
. bassador Peurifoy who engineered “the revolt. Arbenz is o rich landlord. But he
was President and the” hunger of the peaszots for land had to be assuaged. ’

AGRARIAN. REFORM AND THE COMMUNISTS : B

- “_ "An agrarian.reform law’ went inlo- effect under his regime, The first land

to be distributed.under this reform came from national fzrias taken over by the

Government from German ownert during World War II, The next expropriation
affecled the native landlords.and the United Fruit Co. . . ° S

“This mild expropriation was a long ery from “land (o the peasants” The
average wage still is bslow $100-a year. But about one out of every ien peasants °
did  receive land of one acre per person and those hava reached $800 2 year
" income. ‘The United Fruit Co. dees pay two dollars = day, uniong are legel, and -
so0 is the Communlist Pafty. . ' _— . T ’

But the Communist Parly has no” more than 2,000 members: only three out
of 58 seats in the Government wers held by Communists. It the Comraunisis
‘wlayed any roie at ail In this revelution, it was to suppress it naturzl movemesis
towsrd “Iand to the peasants.” They saw to it that peasanis and workery 4id not
take things Inte thelr own hands, did not form committzes outslide Goverament
. channels, nor aym themselves to defend their few galns.', .. TR

The truth Is that the decade between 1944 and 1954 was & decade in which
war ended hut peace:was not achieved. The end -of -‘World War 15 is only an
interlutde to prepare for the next holocaust, No country today ix free to decide
{ts own destiny without belng pulled [ato one or anather of the two czmps
fighting for world mastery, That is what Is new. . .. - ' : .




~ Faya Dunayeuskaya's Trilogy of Revolution

-, . RosaLuzemburg, Women’s Liberation and
S arx's Philosephy of Revolution . -~
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" Rosa Luxemburg, Women's
. Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of
- Revolstion - D . . .
3 Oon Luxemburg — “What Marx I8 tracing in the historical tendency of capitalist accumulation is what
"7 results from the disintegration of capitadism: ‘From that moment new forces and new possions spring
“up in the boeom of saciety +. .’Luxemburg’s faliure to se that, in what she was irying lo trace with
imperialism’s rise, is the fatal flaw of her work. Luxemburg the revelutionary, tried Lo save Luxemburg
-the theoretlelan, by adding that ‘long tefors’ capitalism's downfall beeouse of the absence of nomeapital.
. if1st lands, the proletariat would everthrow it ..." - . . . . _ K
. On"Engels — “To what extent is Marx's *spirit’ reilected in Engel's own work, The Origin of the Family, -
. wrien he had likewise considered a ‘bequest’ of Marx? Now that we finally have a transcrl tion ol
" Marx's Ethnojogical Notebooks, we can see [or ourselves ... (There are) sharp differences beiween
... Engels’ Orlgin of the Fainily and Marx's Notebooks whether these relate to primitive communism, the’
Man/Woman relationship . . ." L ] LT

" Marxism and Freedom - B : : P et
S ' “On'Trotsky — “Trotsky was compeiled to create Identification between workers’ state and sintifted
properti’ that did viclence to the very concept of socialism. Absiractions have ever been the refuge of
~* ultra-leftists as (or idealists. As a result, they can no more penetrate the dialectic in netlon than they
* can penetrate it in thought.” - .. . - ) : . . R

Philosophy and Revolution . _ - Y .

s O Lenin — “There Is not a trace of partyness in the Philosaphic Netebooks, not even the old concept

. -+ ot ‘the party of idealism’' or the ‘party of materialism.® at we are concerned with s not the
. monstrous myth of partyness in philosophy, bul rather, the duslity of the philosophic heritage. Fat from. .

publicly prociaiming his philosophic past, Lenin advised Soviet vouth to study ‘sverything Plekhanev

wrote on Philosophy .. ." and he reprinted his own Materialiam and Emplrfe-Cridclam.*

.-_l.{\ll 3 works pulxllshed. by_Humnnitiesi Press to celebrate 'Q_he Marx _centenary._.
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MRRXIST HUMANIST LLTERATURE
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LITERATURA MARXISTA-HUMANISTA Y

LAq REVOLUCTOWES LA"INOAMERICANAS

(Blllngu_l pamphlet on today -5 revolut;one)

La Lueha Latina. Pars La Libertad ¥ La:Filcsbfia'_
Marxista—-Rumanista De Libexation - - incluyendo:

a5 Revoluciones Incompletas Latinoamericanas"

La. Mujer Como Razon Y Fuerza Revolucionaris de Raya
Dunayevskaya = (pamphlet from Peru) : :

“E)L Huminismo ds Merx en la Actualidad de Raya Dhnmy .9 =
frcm Socialist Humanmsm, edzted by Erzch Fromm - :

e '_”*- ”*_
Two books by Rava Dunayevskaya available 1n Span*sh
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