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PART 17 . DOES. 'THE; THIRD WORLD'S.
CHALLENGE - 70 WESTERN . ANALYSTS
~ INCLUDE MARX? e e U

Today's Third WOrld confronts the radical
. theoretician witha profound dualism. . on |
" the - one hand, npation after nation there
over the past 30 years. has .. 1nit3.at:eu suc=.
“zessful - freeds .. ztruggles against
colom.allsm, _nmerialirm; cand | foreign
-domination. ~ These s..rqules offered  the
promise . of a new beginning in human free-
dom,. by posi':g “the ' indigenous, ‘non-
“eapitalist sctial - relatiomns within Third
‘World nations- as a foundation for bu:.ld:r.ng
societies  free from: dependency and .undex—
development. . On the other hand, virtually
.evexy Third World nation is anything but
frec or J.ndependﬂnt ;.c'iay, either theay are .
“hémmed -in by the . power of - Western - nec—'
colonialism,. or the forelgn-' structurss “of
Russian/Chinese - "Communism have “baen
‘imposed upon them.  Where the” birth ‘of a-
new Third Wond a generation. ago seemed to .

_herald the'creation. of a new pathway to
human uevelop'nent, tocay the. tendanc:.es of.
“domination and” al:.enat:.on of the’ developad
[world ' continue- ‘to’ “define . the. “social .
-chm.ces and economxc/political structureu
of "under—developed" na...mnq.-

T This -duallsm is issuing- a“ serious

'-_challenge to the” thought. of all ' theore-
cticians “in: this . centenary year of Ka.rl
Marx 5 dnath, fo.. with.).n the Third wOrld
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_in"géhéi:alv ‘and’ w;th:n t“le Indlan sub-
onta.m_nu J. -part'cular) debate continues
no..s:.ble to forge &

patl*way cut - _hls ) dilema. “This 'is
expresred in the voluminous, :and’ ‘continu-
oS, debates over development and undex-
development, dependency - and’ zocial’ trang-
formaticn, -~ "bachwardness™ . . and - the
u.afim.qned .state ;of Third Wo*ld rnvolu—.
ceions. o Is it pos.»:.ble, for inhstance,. for
the . Inchan sub--con._lnen'r. to dewnplay., .- ‘
: s : : if not actually by-—'
‘re.‘l.a.anc N upon modern methods of

trial production. {as. deminant in both
LU.85and Ras ssia)" and- yet s..:.ll create
more developed -economic, -poli itical,”

| social relations? . Are thera. indige-~
nous' pathways. to- social transfor-nat;on
within- the rural. sector that ‘could break
the ;nab:,‘:.ty of -modern 1ndustr1a11‘.at1cm
to weet the - sncial needs of the mass. of
humanity? . To what. extent can :mchgenous.
scultural, ﬂven traditional - fams ‘of gorial
relations- .be__ : -mcorporatg,a “. into. - the
struggles for & new ‘society? All ol <these
questions are. huge .ones, and we - make no .
. pretense Here of arnswering them; 1r.stead,_'
‘we . want, to. see: -in- this .centenary.. year:.of
‘Marx's death if- it. 15 possible to unearth

new- concepLlons, motheds, —n idea
. Erom - here..cfore . uhanalyzed terrain. of .
Marxz's thought that can aid the effort of
working out  the. “problems . of development,;
'xmder-—develonnpnt, and soc:n.al revolut:.on

‘in today's Thizd Worid. .

oo e msh to .confront - thls question
. through an. ‘examination of ‘the w*:.ting.—; of
‘ Karl Marx on the Third t.«!orld from his last
" decade, . 1875-83. The focue on the last’
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_decade-is dictated both by the content of.-
Marx's writings from this period and the
'Eact that. Marxists have: studjlously 1gnoreu -
-.then: relavam_e “for today. ‘. We under-—-
take ‘this px:oblng, hot. to pretend- that
Marx . provided polished. "answers" for .the
crises of today, but rather to -discern in
the - unfolding” of - his - new . discoveries
concexning non-capitah.st 1ands a method
~ for . confronting . the. real:l.tzes of-.Th-E
'1980°'s. .
i Marx made some of his most un:.que and
t:.mﬁly d:s.scover.l.es during his last decade,
writings that - have ye_r. to . be Eully
t;:ang_.late_d “into' English, : ‘much- . less
analyzed:. One of ‘the few works - to prube
into: the relevance of Marx's last decade
' is -Raya Dunayevakaya 8 .recent  work, ‘Rosa
Luxemburg,  Women's- Liberation, ‘and Marx's
- Philosophy of. Revolution. Lawrence Krader
is also one of the few who has ‘explored
thi's materjal. He transcribed:in 1972 one
of.‘the- mosk “important. of ali of Mark's’
works ——the BEthnolcgical Notebooks. While
. .many of Marx's.comments and analyses from
' this period "are in’ the.form of.notes and -
comments from. ‘books  he .was excerpt:.ng,
close scrutiny of_his.voluminous.
producticn reveals 'the development- o:E ‘new
perspectives. on: the  peasantry, on the
economic basis of pre-capitalist societies:
"(such as the . village  commune), and .on’
primitive. commum.sm, man/woman relaticns,
and J.mper:.al:.sm. Marx develeped all of
these conceptions as part of a search for
new. forces of - *evolution. -new pathways to
revolution, new sub]ects of revolut;on.
He developed them as part of his search
for new allies to. deepen and. extend  the

3
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,\»_:ro te in 1845 Mthe: proletar;.at' .icanrst

"abolisn - +he -¢onditions . of “its own “life’
without - abolishing - ’'aXl’ - ‘the : 'inhunane .
condxtlons of 11fe ‘of scctety today whlch
‘are summed. up - in. its “pwn © situation.™

(Marx, 1975 :38) 0 The total uprooting of.

“the old society demanded by the labor/

...apital relatlon necerss.tated bringing’ all’
of ' oppressed humam.ty :_.nto the s_truggle_
for soc:.al;.s-n. not nly iri _-the \rrest, hut
-in .the East ‘as well.”

Marx hardly 1gnored the East prvor to -
“the. -1870's and 1B80's.. As early. as 1853

he wrote on..the. Taiping reyolt  in China;

L eiting | its petential. for stimulating.

Mrevolutions on the ! {Eurouean} ‘continent."
(Marx, 1379a:93) . He: deﬂpened his- under-
.standing . of: fh-.-z East: later in’ the 1850 's:
in -his. now-famous "Pre—capxtal;st Econcmic

_-"‘omatmn'-" “section  'frei the - Grindrisse.

These: wr:.t:.nqs ‘show_how far Marx-had moved'
by the late 1850°'s - from his. f»arller rosi
t1on {enunciated in .the- Commun:.st Mani-
- fasto) . that-- the’ East - was’ "vege._ating 1n
the teeth of barbarism.". ! -
Nevertheless, Marx's wn!':.ngs on the

East’.: fron his-rearly 1850 's " period ‘were -

definitely"Euro-ce'ntei:'ed.: In his writings

.on:India from 1853-57 hé ‘concentrated on '
.the " "backwardness" of Asian  sccieties;

noting that India "had nc history at all"

because it 'was dominated by ar "undigni
£ied",: “stagnant", :"passive ' life" of 'a
pre-capitallst mode of productien.’ - This
“did not . ‘mean -Marx placed Asian society.
outside the. vcmtage point” of his concern’
with" human ‘development ‘and -freedom.”  On
the  contrary, he asked “can - mankind

. .




fu1f111 1ts destzny W1thout a fundamental
revolutlon in the: social‘ state of- Asiar"
1979h:133) .- His. ansver ~.was ‘a'
. deflnltxve no, - but - at one and the same
i t;me he po;nted to the newness of_
‘posi +1ve ' featu;eh of - pre-cap;talist
. Societies, praising the Taiﬁlng révolt so .
. strongly as to. place a reference to it in |
- Capital itself.. In  a. ‘word, the’
proletariat of the "advanced" West  could
‘not themselves be fres go long as those of "
the "backward" East were enslaved. -
Marx searched’ for-a pessible: pathway
whereby the people of pre—Capltalxst _Asia
could join those of the capitalist West in
a struggle  for socialism. He discernad
-such a . pathway in the "dual™. character of
colonialism. ©On -the .one hand, . British
imperialism in . India K was. "barbarous" -
“destructive", that which "levelled all
.that was great .and - glevated in the: native
society.” (Mark, 1979c: 218) - “on the cther
~hand,. . the- British would succeed, . Marx
.. said, :in lntroducing capitalist relations
~in India - and_elseahare, theraby: plan*lng
_the sceds . of ‘social revolutions - ko’ .come’ -«
_against * ' colonialism, capitaiism, and
economac backwardnebs. As he pointed out,

le Baurgeois in ustry and- commorce
...create.thesa ;material conditicns
for a new’ world in the Same way -
;- a8 geological evolutions have
.cleared the  surface  of . the
earth. (Harx, 1979b 222) ’

'This daid not mean British imp&rial;sm
;or the "capltalist mode of production®
would by themselves free India from back-

5
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wardness ahd . unde'-davelopment. Mot

:coloniallsm oxr cam.tal:l.sm, but the revelt
aga:.nst ‘them, would signals na fun&amental
"’evolutz.on in the soc:l.al ‘state of Asia.

S Marx's’ ‘nirr:i.tlnge ‘on ‘the ‘Bast- from’ this
,perlcd - presented ‘Third erluf social
development . as" :progregsion through
‘definite stages. M.—.rx assumed that’ the
developmeht - of: cap:.talism in. -the -East
would forllow, -and m;rror, -‘the-‘rise{_ of
capitalism-in the West. ~“For both -East - and
West, - reaching the socialist mode  of
producticn n,q\..xred the p"""r stage- of -

capitalism;’ for it is. that ‘stage whlch
‘creates a new subject of revolution, the -
_proletariat, whose ~struggle  for freedom
creates a new, secilalist worid out “of ‘the
shell of the 'old. . Later, Marx was to
radically transform these conceptlons of

the Third World, -~ but- that has_ ‘not-’

_prevented  both,. his detractors 'and - his
followers” 'from  presenting. -his 1850's
writ.mgs on India cas  the  summation " and
substance ofF. his view. of under-—-developed
-societies. .In ‘truth, Marx's’ analyses of
India’ in the '1B50's was a corollary to,
and derivation from, - his analysis of the
rise of .capitalism in  the West. ~ It was
only -after the 1850's" ‘that” he broke ‘truly
new ground in tracing out. and du.c:e ning:
. the. ™law'of motion® awhich™ internal;
'indigenous, ar.d unique to-the Third World.
Thus, while the Grundrisse first ‘gives us
the new respect and protour'der grasp of
"the pre-capitalist formatiocns, it.was not
until ‘the 187C's- that developments  in the
East = take . - center  stage of | Marx'e

attention. - What- prompted- this change was -

‘the - emargence of new - revolutmnary
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'movements in Ru551a and Asia.. As he wrote
Sorge 1n 1877 e

The Revolutlon this™ tlme~star
‘Erom the East,_ that. same East‘_
which we have so far regarded as”
the . invincible - support © and
_ Yeaserve Ty of counter—
‘revolution,” . (Marx, 1967:296)"

;Revolution was ' the energizing’ principle
- focusing. . Maxrx's “attention on the Third
World, fixst ~ in  '1857, then - more
comprehensively in 1877, and. from. there
“all the way to the vory énd 6f-his life;”
Th realltles of the East there by became
‘central to- all his 'subsequent llfe and
thought, ‘even dlctat;ng changes :in ‘the new
.editlons of his greatest theoretical work,
agltal.- . Indeed, the changes I Marx
intreducad in the 1872L75 Franch . edition
of Cagltal reveal the ground for all ‘his
work on "the East" dur;ng his last decade.




CPART S 11t . NEW - ASPECTS ~OF  THE

RELATION -OF THE.. FRENCH EDITION. OF -
CAPITAL " TOV.THE. ASIATIC . MODE OF =
PRODUCTION: - o ooty

Marx wrote that the ¥rench ed;tzon ot
Cagital "possesses - a scientific  value
. -independent of -the original and should be
.consulted - even by readers fam;lxar with
German." {Marx, 1977:105).  Three

fundamental changes from the or;g;nal 1867 -
" German edition interest us here ong, the
section "Fetishism of’ Commodities" which
‘was grcatly expanded;. two, a new paragraph
added into the section "The General Law of
Capitalist = Acéumulation”; .- three, the
insistence by . Marx that the So- -Called
Primitive“hccumulatlon of © Capital = be
-considered integrel. te “The Process of
Accumulation of Capltal. . That should put
Can. end, once and for all, to the cost-Marx.
Marxist. tendency jfto D oview | Ldpitallst
acculeatlon as . a’ universal applying . to
“all.pre-capitalist societies, as if. that
‘were. their only pathway to reavolution,. .
While = theé ~ first change ‘on- the
fetishism of commodities does not directly
apply to the issue of Marx's: relaticns
with the. East..and readers can: ‘read that
section in the English translation as Marx
_wrote 'it,. -the . other changes ' are of the
essence. to the whole question of today'
Third World. o

Marx had written in the 1867 edition’
‘of Capital how: during the constant process
of capital accumulaLion. : o
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affects becotre causes in. their .
-'f.:_urn, and ‘the" various vicissi-"
‘tudes “Tof . the

‘which - always renroduce
‘conditions, take on-the form of '
z'per:.odp'lty._ (Marx, 19?7 786)

In, the '-‘rench ed.LtJ_on, Marx appended
}n?it"l‘ . L RN
',on‘y afLer fore:.gn trade " began'
to: predommate over- internal
trade, ° thanks ~to . mechanical.
industry; only after the world
“market had successfully ‘annexed-
extensive | areas . of . the - New
World,  Asia, Austfalia...only
after, alil this ‘had happened can
one ~  date - " the ' repeated.
self-perpetrating cycles, "whose
successive phases embrace years,
_ana always culn.in‘f:te _in__ a
general crisis. e © {Marx, -
1977: 786) ) ' o

Ine Jeffect, - !ar\c ©is’" saying that
Euzopean colonializazion of: the - Thixd
world would not. prove capable of vitiating .
_capitalism s deep, nersistant." "pericdic”

erises.. . On ‘the . contrary, Western plunder:. -
"of the Fc..st would only deepen and hrmg on-
an - 'even st.ro"sger . economic crisis . of
.capitalism. The rise of imperialism,’ in a
word, weould be accompam.ed by its oppo-
‘site, criaes. which would cventually 1oad
to revolution.

: " .The second *mportant addit.ion is” in

) chaptcr 26 where Marx wrote of . the
expropriation of the ‘agriculturel laborer

0
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3from the land and his’ transformat on dnto

"free “wade ' laborer™ “at the ‘dawn . of

'capxtdlist Droductlon. Chapter 26 of  the .
1867, edltion of Caglta1 ended w;th these

sentences-'

$hisﬂ_ history. of this
expropriation assumes different.
aspects in. d;fferent countries, A
and turns through . its various’
phases in different orders of
succession, and at. diffevent
historic epochs, Only - - in
pngland, which we 'therefore take
~as our example,f has’ it ' the

U glassie form (Marx, 1977: 876,

Mar! appended thlq_ in the:_French
editzon to read : PR )

but | also the othe* courtrzeq of
" Western Europe ara_ qoing through“
“the same movement.__

Marx hereby' restricts*'his'jfamous

analysis of . the - historic-'ééndency . of
" .capital -’ accunulatton “to the., ‘nations " of:
.Western Europe, and Westézn' Euraope- aloﬁe.
Marx did not "apply" ‘the laws of’ eccnonic
development in  Europe ' to what ~would
inevitably  follow - in ‘Asia, ‘instsad,
Capital. Vol. 1. represents specific, .
concrete, . tctal. analysis of the rise “of
capitalism  in -the " West, and "docs ‘not
necessarily offer the East . the 'imaqe‘of
_its own future'. -

o Marx &eveloped h:s refusal to "apply”
a model of Western developmen; to . the.
"Third Wozld:inte d principle in his 1877




Mihailovsky.y Wheve Mxha1lovqky portrayed
Marx's- "position“ ds * saying: reml—feudal
‘Russia would first have to undergo a- stage
"of capitalism. in ‘order only subsequently
to arrive  at.the material. conditions for
uociallsm, Marx wrote,
- For - him "it ig" absolutely
" nscessary to change my sketch of
the " origin  of . capitalism ‘in
Western Europe into a hlstorlco-
philosophical- theory . of a-
- Universal Progress, - fatally
imposed'on all peoples, regard-
less’ of the historical’ circum~
stances in. which. they  find
- themselves, ~ending finally® in
that | economic = system . which
- assures both the’ greates* ‘amount
ef - p;qduct;ve. power ‘- of. social’
1abor. and the fullest develop-
ment of “humanity. =~ But I. must”
'beg his pardon.  This is to do
me too much honor and too much
-:discrudzt.: {Harx, 1955 293)

Marx concludeﬂ hisg letter warning ‘of
"any’ effort to  constrict dialectical
methodology to mere unfolding of economig
stages- S . . : R

By studying each one  of
. these:. evolutions separ-—
“ately, and. by comparing.
them afterwards, the key to
these phenomeqa'can'easily'
C'be- found, but’ one  will
never succeed with the open’
sesame. of - an historic-

11




.phiioqophical' theory, L of
_ which- the -Supreme; virtue .. :
'}consists in'its keing supra—:
‘historical " ~(x;ef, ‘ beyond
.., the pdle.1 history;.
"(Marx, 1955: 294) j'g -

This became the rhﬁorntical foundaé
tzon for all .of Marx's writings on. the
Third. World. in his "last dacade, . Marx
separates.himself from the conceptxon thac.
the’” under—developed nation  is fated. to:
.suffer through the horrors: of capitalism
in. order for conditions of. human £reedom
. te be created.r -In b“eaklng from " such
wnilinear. evolutlonlqm, he probes into the
internal structures of Russtan and: Asian
soclety, drawxng cut the. elements within,
“them that could. dserve. as tne baszs for a’
Third Werd soc1al;bm. -

S-o0 Maxx therofore plunged xnto a study;-
,of,the,rural v1;1ug?,commune.‘ He' closely
examinad this'ecbﬁomic unit -of pre-cap;-
. talist:- socletlea. both ko grasp the naturex
of”. . the. Third . Werld.: peasantry “and. )
discern nauhwa;s for! the. transformrtlon o.'.
those sc01eties.'_The contral 1mportance:-
of " the v111age éommune in Marx® .S, studies
‘on the Fast emzroes’ From his ccmmantary of
Maxim Kavalevsky's book, The Communal

0wnershig ‘0f Land: The Causes, Process. '

-and ConseqLeuc-- o of itS'.-“issc uticn.
-{1879). .- : :

Marx took issue with Kovalevsky ]
tendency to drag in foreign, and indeed,
European categorjes to - analyze what was

findigenoua te' lands such’ as India. ‘Marx
particularly objectcd to his designation
of India as "feudal"--a dispute that sheds
muach light on the dobates’ over development - -
and depondency. in roday’s Third World.

12
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Harw wrote-'

Accordlng “to. . Indidn . law ..the. .
‘ruling ‘power 'is not subjebt to
division among the sons;. thereby
.a ' great =~ source. .of - European
" fevdalism is obstructed. ’
(Krader, 1875:376)

In another _passage,. he wrote,

?ayment of - the kbarad: ‘made
their property as littla. feudal
as’ the -land  tax makes ' French
landed property feudal. ;

4] (Krader, 1975:373) S

“Finally,gMarx'gbted that,

Because, .. f arm;ng - out, of
offices, .. and cemmenuaticn are
‘found: in Indi Kovalevsky here
. n.. inCithe  iwés

‘Eurcpean '-sénsg. 2 Kovalqysky‘
‘forgets,-  among - othet - things,
serfdon, which is not in India;
and which is 2n essential moment
{of it)." (K*ader, 1975; 383}

Nelther dlﬂ Marx characterize lndia,'
or  indeed; any nation ¢f "the East", as
subject_ to an undifferentiated “Oriental

“despotism®”. Instead, Marx links the very
concebt - of _"oriental cdespotism"- to. the
ideology of Eurepuan xmperlalisml

There is fie - tracu' af_' tha
‘transformation - of - the - entire
conquercd _,and inte 'demainal
prbperty'.._Thu_‘lousv Oriental-

‘13




‘ists’, etc. .- refer va:m].y to thei-_
‘places in:the' Koran’ where the
_earth is spoken of as belong:.ng -
to the property of God.

(Kxader, 1975 370) ’ ’

As against those who irrport fornlgn.'

-read_z-me.ae, and mechanical categories to

'__expla:m the non—capital:.st. peasant ° socxe—;‘l-_
ties,; Marx: deepened his conception of the. ..

‘mode of . production native to. the East:
the Asiatic Mode of Productxon. This mode

' of production, exists. waerever isolated:

village ,r:ommuxiz.tze.a_ {which cerve as  the

center of economic life) ‘co-exist with .
highly - centralized - political structures

(which serve as the center of urban ‘life).

Marx defined it as: . i
the solat:.on of the communi-
ties, . the aosence of  links in’
the. life of one. with the others,
th:.s local:.zan mlcrocosm, is nat
found everywhere as an J.nherent_
characteristic. of the primitive
‘type, but whezever thls ~isola-
tion of’ com:mnit:mes is found, it
causes -4 centralized despotism
to ‘elevate itself. angde them.
(Black...tock, 1952 220)

" The "Asiat:.c Mode of Proc!uction ‘was

.no me*e aconomi.. “designation, ‘as if As sia -
had no choice but «o languish’ within :Lt-

for centuries to come. Instead, ‘in- Marx®
‘hands the concept became a way Lo probe
‘into .the -internal’ social relations ' of

Asian na.,mns, Tthrough “the explication of

those “elements .‘which. pointed towards - a
transfomation of thnt—. despot: c form of

i4




“productlon :Lnto ‘new relatlons of human
freedom. " Thus, © Marx.saw’ the communal"-_’-
relations of the isolated’ peasant: village "
~as: containing the remancipatory: ‘germ of.
‘socialism: in ‘that they were not subject to'
‘the. fragmented, -atomized, = and alienated .
. soeial relations - of * modern - capitalist
,.,oc;ety.'-v oncé the British confronted the
native pre-capitalist. relat:.ons, they pro-'

" ceded to break them down in. the interest
. of ‘ereating’ conditions of cap;x.taust _com-
‘modity oroduct;:.on. To quote Marx:

‘The English broke up t.he village,'
communities .into districts by
‘force, and -introduced  private:
“property  artificially - into . the
shares . of .the = .cultivated
land...the " Britizh government
appropriated - the forest: .and
/waste lands unto itself as state
property, to the detriment of.
“the. - v:.llage communities...in
order. . to . further ‘_--"'fopnnn.--"
colonization. .. .{Krader, . 1975:"

Thus ‘common - property . was
recognized in principle, how .
far - it s was - in- Tpractice:
'always-'de'p'ended and depends
on" what. the: English . dogs
“hold” most - useful . " for
‘themselves. - (Krader, 1975:
392)

The mern'existence of such comunal
forms, however, by no means guarantees the
creation ‘of a future socialism. @ - The
emancipatory gotent:.al of the village

15 DR -
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_'commune beccmes _@E_tual"only" through. the
consciots 1ntewentm fa revo;ut:.onaxy
“subject.. -Rather.: t'nan va.ew:.ng capltal:.sm/
”i'nperia]:.sm as a necessary ‘stage the Th:.td
-World . had .to endure in. . order . to reach

soc:.alism, Marx ‘came to, view ‘the struggles-

"_against the»n aq the. determ.mant for . the

village commune to become ‘the basis for a '
Third . World socialism, "‘As. we. will. .see

later, HMarx deepened this concept:.on', in
1882, - argu:.ng that “the: ‘re‘_dom s..*-rugg‘es

“of  the PBast  could “not reach soc:.al:.sm_

without being connected with the workers'
‘movements cof the West. -But thav hardly
made - Marx- a. unilinear: evolutionist. = WHe
-noted how the very. entrance: of British
capltal.\st.—lmperlallem in' India-'stifled,
and often destroyed, -the  very ' social
organism which could ‘possibly becdme the
germ for & .Third Werld socialism--communai °
peasant rnlatlons., Far from'the destruc-
-tien- of such-an “"archaic" social formatien
speed:.ng the arrival of socialism, it

actually removed one  of :the -hest poten— .

- tials for . movz.ng the. under- ~daveloped lands.
‘towards social:.smw-grovldz.n - specific’
historical conditions were met. = )
Marx .extended this. conception. 4n his

cr;tzque of the writings  of ~51r Henxy

Maine, an ‘early anthropologis . Where

Maine held - that the dlssolutxon of - the

communal relat;ons of ‘India was a natural,
inevitable,  “progressive" . step, ' Marx
viewed it ‘as zn-artificial transformation
brought about' through the inte"vent.z.on of
British ir-perial:n.sm.
Brit.:.sh offlcial'-z if Inuia, as
well as crities like Sir Henry
Maine who rely on them, describe
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j;the dlﬁSOlUthn o; communal jh-
',ownership ‘of. land in® Punjab as -
CRELUAE took place .asf ‘an’
inevitahle - conseguence - of
economic’ progress in spite. of
" the affectionate attitude of the
E:it;sh _ toward . this' -archaic
form. The truth is rather that
the ™ Brltlsh are. themselves. the
:act;ve_ offenders for . this
lessolutlon.. Wada, 1982:142)

4Later Ha:x was to wrlte,

As concernS'.East* India, for

example, everyone, ' except Sir
Henxy Maine. and other. pecple .of
the. same. fiber, knows only  too
well that there .the suppressicn

: the communal ownership-. of
.1and was ‘only an act.of hng;xsh--
vandallsm.,which has brought not
an advance, but a 'sstback, to
the” native peoples. (Blackstock,
195¢.£19) R

<. Marx had deepened his . conception of"
Asian’ ‘society by the 1870's-to the 'point:
“of viewing *’ imperialism, .  degendency,
importation of modern capitalistic.methods:
cf. - industrialization - as . retrogressive
steps -for the under-developed naticons.
‘'This by no means implies that.  Marx'
*glorified" . the archaic.  Rather, . as
against the birthtime of capitalism in the:
Europe . of . the 16th-18th centuries, the
emergence of industrialization in the late
19th century had revenled that capitalism
had lost many of its formerly ."progres-
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“sive" ' featuxes. Marx'-was iboking for .

those ~elements . indigenous. to. the - Third .
~World, with'a. critical. eye,-tc see whlch

~. could ‘aid. the' effort of by-na551ng ther
“now-géstructive " phenomencn . of ~-foreign-"
induced industrialization.” In-a letter to

'Danlel on he wrotn, Ui j' oL
The appearance of the railway
‘System  in the leading.states of
capitalism . allewed, - and. -even
Lforcec, States where capitalism ..
was’ confined to a few summits of -
soclety. to suddenly create and
enlarge -their capitalistic
" superstructure ‘in’ dimensions | -
-altoge*be" disproportionate’ to’ .
the ‘bulk of the . social- bndy,
-carrying ‘o the .great ' work of
production in the  traditicnal
mode There 15,.there£ore,'notA
the least doubt that in~ those
states the railway creation has’

© accelerated. - the . socxal ~and-
'politlcal d151ntegrat10n, as in the
more advahced States it hastened the
final development...of capitalist

-fprodurtzon. f(Marx,-lBSS:ZDG)

- How very dlfferent from his." 1853

remark- that "the - railway  system will

therefore become, ~ in ~ India, - tiuly the
forerunner of modern Cindustry"! Marx's

'sensitf%ity to. the ‘“development. ' of

under-development"” ‘anticipated the mcdern
“analysis by.a full half century and speaks
volumes against. any . denial ‘of Marx's
‘raleavance to today's Third World, weighed
down as’ it - is ~'with - imrortation 4
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'__"advanced" WPstern technology that it’ doeS‘-- .

- not  have '_ the . soc:.al ~infra-structure . Lo
‘...upport. I aga;nst . any éetemi—lism.
'technologlcal or" ctherwzse., Marx' - method.

{corsisted:’ ‘of Ttracing . out ; those: factoxs . '

which - ﬁupported Cor” 'quppres-'-ed the
possxhlllty' of’ :ocxal transfomat.lon “in
" the urder-developed world. “Thus, in his.
'_last decade he came to ground hlS "hopes
. for an. - Indian *socialism, " not ‘on the
‘importation - of . - Westexn technology,
"empertise,’ much less capitalistic¢’ seccial
relatidns, ~ but - rather ‘upon’ z - social
- revoluticm. against -Pritish ‘imperialism.
Indeed, "all threough -the 1870° s and 1880's
what guided” Marx's pmrs:.stem_, profound,
“and = detailed ' commentaries - on ..social
relatlcms within. India was a search for.
new " rwvclutlonarv Deglnnings. As ‘he wrote
‘to Dunlelbon in _;351. e

In Ind:.a, sericus complications,

TiF not a “general “outbreak, are

in.. stcre ~ for - t‘hﬂ-- British ©

‘government...rhere is* antactual =

‘conspiracy -going on-wherein _the

Hindus and  Muss sé1mans . cc—nper-

ate;. ‘the’ ‘British - govﬂrmert is

laware that ..,ometh;ng ds bre-ung

but these ‘shallow people (I ‘mean -

the governmental men) stultified -

‘by their own pax_'lime'!tary ways

of - thinking 'and'doing, do not -

even desire to .see” clearly, to-

realize the. whole extent of the

imminent " danger! . (Marx,.

.1955:317)

Marx's hostil:.t.y ‘to 'Lnl‘xnearif‘n,
determinism,. _staglf:.cation, 'r:.ng..n out

19




'_throughout these; ar;tlngs a5 strongly . as
'hls denunciaticn oﬁ,;mper alism, racism,
capitallcm e BLt' while  Marx’ “took . the

Lnvillage: commune ‘as” a PO tentlal germ ‘fer' a
Th;rd wOrld ‘gécialism,  he by, no means

ewed it uncr1t1c1ally. on’ the contraryh
hls notenooks are f;llﬂd with devastating
critigues. of = the: patr_archal, ", cast,
_claqs—r*dden .. social relatlons‘_ of -
‘pre-capl ralist . societies. Only' 2 “total
-social revolution,.. he came i - oelleve.
couldéd . free . Asian - soc ty from the
contradlct;on batween the communal form
and -despotic ~ontent of the A51at1c Mode
_of Production. The "deep seated dualism”
within. the commune could move ' Asian
societies either towards capltallqm or
socialism,.  depending- én.“the - "gpecific
historical @ environment it finds "itself .
in." - The - caste/class. heirarchy  of the .
communes . " despotic coptent | ‘could, when
~baken: over by oBriei h__mpnrlallqn, ‘become -
a basis Lor prlvate cwnerrhlp in land. and
capltallst;c relacions; the comrunal forms
of . possession and working of ‘the land
could, . in conjunctlon- Cwith an
antz-lmper;allst revolution ~against  the
British und' their. '1nd1genous “allies,
become a basis. for communal ownersh;p of
the land and socialistic relations. = The
traCLng Jout” of . .this contfadlctlon came
‘full “'bilown in " Marx's . excerpts from“

Mcrgan s Anc*ent Soc1ety.‘_ I
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TPART. 11137 MARX’S--HEW MOMENTS. IN THE
LAST. . DECADE, . ESPECIALLY. . THE
FTHNOLOG!CAL NOTEBOGKS. :

organ s aork dealt not w;;h . the .
per;od of - the Asxatlc Mode of  Production,
but Jwith: - perlod ta":; pPreceding

t—-"Px;mlt‘ve 'Communxs . - -Despite . the
-vast: 'time - distdnce betaeen the " period
,covered ‘by : Morgan " compared ﬁtoi-other'
wWriters -Marx | exeerpted ‘there- -was. " the

closest - affinity between the two in the

mlnd of Marx, who ‘was constantly ‘digging .

.;ever ‘deeperto discover  the seeds of new,
alternate, T he*etotore a2 unexoerlencedr
pathways to oc1al IGVOlhthn.

';cofdihg to Mqrx,

The ' rural’ fdonMunitie%"'h_in;_
Asia/..among 3-'other’’ pecple's

" ...appears everywhere as the’
“most’ | recent . ‘type. . . of7..the
- archaic organlvatzon of soclety."
.(Blackstock 1952 219) :

Marx often referred to the v111age
commune. as. "tha' last ! ‘stage of the -
pr:mltlve form af” oclety."] {Blackstock,
1952 271) . R S T

:In the East Tndies we.. encounter

" (the “yural’ commume) . as’ the'
1ast - pericd - of  the’ archaic -
"formation.-_ . {Blackstock, - 1952
,.223) ‘ R o P




7.7 “As one of the‘fir it :Ln-depth stud:l.es
“of . that. ""archaic" “formation nlits
.'full-blo.m stage - of. primltive communis:n,
-'Morgan s wor:k fshed much la.ght on: the
- contemoorary -real 1t.1e°' of,_; land possession
cand . boc:.dl organization. Marx accept-

-ed; in. part; “Morgan's énthusiagm® for. the -

Jhi gher" social’ relations evidenced in the
‘Irogquois- dnmocracy,. ‘he also viewed, ,l:.}'e
‘Morgan, communal possession of the land in
“the "Primitive" era as an . alternative to
the: atomized- Lndlv:l.dual.l.sm of - modern
~capitalism. -~ -Marx ‘also accepted in part
Morgan's - finding that man/woman relations
were freer in ‘many "primitive" societies.
© But Marx was’'by no.means uncritical either |
‘of Morgan...or the subject matter he
.. presented, as Eﬂgels was to be in“his own’
'work, Origin o©f the Family, -:Private -
Prcperty, - and the State (written after
.Marx's death}, - Where Engels--and, indeed,
’ all post—#arx Marxists-—took Morgan's
views. to be - in complete . agreement with'
Marx, analys:.s of Marx's newly transcr;bed'
' Ethnological . N.pt.ehooks t.ells -a qu:-.‘l..e
different tale, - :

o First, Marx ' was m:et satlsfind with: '
S Morgan's . analysis. of ‘the  dis solqtzon ‘of

primitive; cemmunal’ socinty during ‘the
_tr:ms:.tlon to polltical" scc:.ety. Morgan'_'
“traced  this dissolmzlon to the 'rise ‘of
. pat:r_iar_chy, which . :Lrnpcsed itself, -as . it

‘were, . in | splte of . the ‘“egalitarian .

'relatlons of: the Comune. Wh:.le Engels
later popularized Morgan 5. "discovery"
into . ‘the.- now-famous phrase, - "world
‘nistoric defeat: of the - female. .sex",
{Engels, 1978:65) Marxx held no suoh: view,
Instead, “‘Marx tied "the - emergence ' of




‘political - society, not to. the- rise of
..patriarchy; but to the d;vis*on of labor
. between’ chiefs. ‘and.’ -ranks within - the
'prim;txve ccmmune._ ‘As “each tr;be came to’
”accumalatej more ‘and  more property,  the
"nascent spcial dlv151ons -of  labor between
chief and ranks ossified, ultimately, into
. caste, and later .class formations. Marx:
—.w:oté,' . . .
‘This ' shows .that, as sodn as.
differences. of rank .. between
blocd relatives of gens exist,
these come -into conflict . with
the geﬁtile*princip e and. gens
in its  contradictoriness can
petrify’ inte caste.. . {Marx,

1972:183; my translation} .

'He addeq,

Aside  from . lccality; property

different within the samp gens

‘had transformed . the  unity of

thelr interests- lnte -antaqonism

of its members Jin addition,

‘besides land- and cat*le,'noney
'ﬂcapltal had. become of decisive

importance. with the development

of slavery. (Marx, 1972:213) '

S Marx - . discerned. -. . these
contradictions, not only -in the .
period of transition - from primitive
communism- te political society, but.
even: earlier, in the very orzginat;ng
principle of primitive communism itself,
Where Morgan pointed to the elective
demoeracy of thp ‘roquo‘s, Marx viewed
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chlef se]ectlcn "on. -théb?etiéallyqﬁ
democratlc.'-' R e

Natukaiiy;  because  he 'is?'tﬁé
chief. (and *heoretlca;ly alhays
-‘nlecteﬁ'), as 1f1c1al

1s'§5‘norﬁal'as everything
‘alse: .- the- chief remains only
theoretically - elective,  only
irndependent, “within .the gens,
“respectively, within the trine.A
(Marx, 1972 310) .

] ‘uLKFW;SE, : Marx Tdid- net | censider .

Teommunal p0559531on"of-iland “and - the
[éx1suence of pdrtrlarchy to be- necesuarlly'
~antithetical. . On the contrary, he pointed
to  limitations. - of ‘freedem among the
Iroquois weman, - s;nce thelr vote was on’"
can cansultatlve one.

"The ‘woman “allowe@: ‘to- eRpress
thair! ‘wishes ' and.. -opinions
.“tn:oughian-cfater of - thei
?uelpctlon.- Dec151on 1vb . by
-the *'couneil ™ Unamxnztv was a
'fundamentdl law' of. action among
the . Ircquois., . ‘Military ques-.
‘tions usvally lef€- te the action’
of ..the . voluntary " principle..
o (Marx, 1912 162) o Tl

'noticed o eiements
_-women 5. opprescion)
eriod Mcrgan analyzed

:_2-’:_




be no Mmeans 1rfer ‘that he conaidered it
Bl™y Inbtead,'he saw ne - reason to'.
assume ‘that ; mere . - absenceé . Of . prlvatek
. ownership -~ and presence of - communalism
’rguarantee& freedom for women.' Aa hn wrote_
; paraphrasing Morgan,
The propen31ty to . pair, now ' so
rowerful in.the CiVlll?ed races
1is also not normal to manklrd
.but-a growth through experience,
“like’ all - the-great - powers. and
passions .of the: mlnd. (Marx,
1974 118}, s ’

In blb notes --on Phear s The Aryan.'

Vlllag Marx -ctrassed . the cppression of
‘women in- the ‘Indian sub-continent - and - in
part1cular _51nglcd sout ‘rplngmon as- a
factor - helping to solldlfy patr;archal
" relations. He wrote,

_‘wives may now worship the family
cidolt of . any . wisible - thakur,
fexcept ‘the ¢lay._ figure of Siwa
made for everyday worship. ~The. .
" shastras’ férbid to- wemen -and -

'Th prevalencg of fsexiem;' women's:
'oppressxnn. and’ patrxarchy ‘not- only held-.
: back' the self-development of women,: bqtq
.also: made . it all  the casier for . British
imperialism to introduce- capitnllst social
-relations.in the communes. - Marx noted how
British imperialism intervened' in. india by
taking the . patriarchal,- despot;c forms of
rural life as a foundation tor creating a
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‘new forelgn and 1nd1qenou° rulinq class,

" who ‘thiough' private ownership, “land-;
uﬂdermlned ©if not- ‘destroyed; the communal
" gontent. of xural i1ife. - AS. Marx wrute ln a
”.dxf‘eren context,'

'fTha process of dissolutxon of{.
-thef‘ communal ~ associations.
. leads infallibly to large land— L
.ownership. - The entry...into. the
besom of a”community;of a class
of ‘capitalists *'alien. -'te’ it,
“eliminates. ciks patrlarchalfu
;character, ©rand thereby the
" influence . of the conm;nlty head; .
; the waxr. of all-against all beginst
(krnder, 1975:397)

‘As .=thc.gw155t “gurviving = form . of
'prlmitlve'.geéiety, the Asian: village
" commune” . exhibits] many " of the attributes

and defects- of prlm_tive commurzsm ltcelf
_The ~c¢ommunal - form & of | econemic - life
‘contains. a possible germ for a Third World
‘. sosialism; o but . the’ social and .sexual
. divisions of labov ‘which- exist withxn ‘the.

‘communal.  form ea511y solxdlfy social -

f;nequalltles and -pave. the. way. for their,f

dissolution into "apitalistlc“ methods: of
" ownership and production. . “Marx's fullest

treatment-of this .contradiction--and itsg’
most . ‘direct: relevance. . for -~ today—--is-

- contained -'in " a _series of “draft letters
written to - :the ' exiled Russian:
reyolutionary vera zasulich in-16B1. '
e In the Winter 'of 1881 Marx received a.
-letter from:Zasulich asking him whether. it.

. was “‘necessary  for’ Russia . to.. fixst pa%s_"

through an nxtended period- of capitalism

26
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before arriving. at socialién. ‘oF, 'whether
it was possible for ‘the Russian . village
‘commune ‘-o serve ‘as: a Ystarting point for -
communist develobment" . .Mar¥,’ to  the
‘chagrin’ of both Zasulich and. Plekhanov
- {the, - founder of Russian Marxlsm responded'
in the followxng ways

~-After having put temporarlly J.n

a normal state of functioning in

‘its. present form, it (the rural

“commune) - gan become . the dxrect'

point  of origin for the ecohomic

system - towards . which . modern
scciety develops: and it’'can cast

-off its old skin' without- first'

committing. quiﬂide. : ’Blac stoc.-c, o

1952 222) ’

Harx held that thn ccnnﬁunal ownersh;.p
of land in rural- Rusva prov:.ded it with-
the opportvnity of- by-paSalnq the capital-
igt’ Stage;.  but this was” b_,r ‘na’ neans an -
inevitable occt.rrence-~ :

There is no ques‘;ion x_hat the-
‘archaie  type- to : which =~ the
Russian cormrun:.ry ~balongs, is -
“invested with . a - _de_ep_-—seaf_:ed
“dualism ~which, - given . -‘certain :
“historical~conditions,-may bring.
abour’ . ik " dissolution. .
Ownership of the soil 3s° “cormunal,
but -every person cultivates and
‘expiolts his field on. hkig. own~
‘acgount, Just. as’ “the - small peasant in
the hest.

“But '-gmca _this mean . that .the




."'bistdrical development uf the_
'y village ~dommune - must :.nev:tably'
iead: to - that . outcome? ‘Not' at'
all. Its: innate dualism perm:l.tS“'
an :altevnat:.ve o development-
i "1the.. - "the' B factor favor:.ng
rivate. propc-rt.y overcomes a.ts
factcr ‘favoring" collectivism, ” oL
.7 the latter bBecomes tha former. It
© ‘all depends .on the ‘historical -
environment in wluch the’ community .
f1nc‘is itaelf (Blackstock, 1 1952; 221)

] Ma'f:l e nd;.ed severa" o "histc-znca;. .
cond:.tions" which woala be needed. in order
‘for the v:..mlage ccmnun= to become the .
direct orlglnator for” Russian: socialisms: -

1} the ab*'orptlon ‘of Western technolcgy,
wluch ‘would allow the cormunas . to. escape-;'
econonic beckwaré{ne s . without havxng, to:
‘first” ‘dissclve i into cap:.talistv
1ndu.,tr1a112at~on, :2) ~the remcval of " the
political .bureauvcracy- ‘which ‘re tricts
copmunal - foms to “the terrain of: econom;.c_
-relations alone, 3) tbe deqtructton of the

. ;4) ‘the necess:.tv
for: CDm'nunal forms . of assocxation to be
expanded to nationwide. scale; {5) .(in. ‘the
 case. of . Indla} the need to get rid of

"British’ :,mper.lallsm mhlch was, 'uestroylng' -

the conmuna] formq ] n A __MO.L'CI, Marx
concl_g_x_c_ie_s, "to ‘save, the Russidn .commune,
Russian_ . ‘revol ution . ,".fis . . necessary.”
(Bl ackstock "1952:226) T T
. Hence, tnere is. ne: "economi&"' answer
" to .Zasulich’ quest.x.pn, -~ ¢ The - ultimate ..’




answer depends on what people do to st:rin -
the .village ‘commune: .. of . the . factors
th:.b:.txng oits. 0 full - < revolutionarv
pctentlal 'Marxicoﬁéludés;

£ the' revoluulon takés"plaégfat'
an opportune time, if it concen-. -
“trates all its forces. to assure
. the free upswing of the rural
. communa ~(and if the intelligent
sector of Russian society, the
Russian, 1nLe11ect, concentrates’
sall - ‘the . ‘living forces of: the
countrv) the " viilage - commune
©will soon develop, 2s . a . regene-—.
rating - element - of Russian
society ‘and - as . an . element -of
" superiority ‘over the countries
;enthralled’ by the capltallst :
¢ ‘regime. .- {Blackstock, ' . 1352

. Ciyhé - _alternative. (. td. . unilinea¥
. ~evolutionism  is . he: T posed:” . the
"-lectics_-pf‘alib‘ -3 in orﬁer to.
*%now" the future of. the - v;llaqe commnune
Comprehensxon .of "'the ~objective - elements
within . Russia “and India 1is- necessary:
;equally as lmportant is rootedness v .
in’. ‘those. ’="b3actzve forces ' of  human
freedom, such as the. peasantry,  who in.
revolutionary . "life: can’ strip. the commune -
of those -factors inhibiting: its forward.
developmant-toward;-human.freudom.“ More
implicit, but. indeed the  conception which
.underlies the whole, is Marx's insistence
that a theory cf: liberation, the action of
cognition,, “intellect" 'is as necessary an
Mhistorical condition" | as.- all.  other

29




),consciousness, pnilosophy af revolutlon
thlCh allows thﬂ revelutionist. to discern .
swhat “in' the. objectlve ‘situation™ should»
—hev',fort1¢1ed Or - .,.by

~ “subjective’ forces™ Ster1 g to achieve
f'llheratlon i Thereby,” ‘is" " the  future
- revealed in the py Lsent.f As Marx wrote 1n
another ’etter,m IS

Tha lntellectLal--movemant noiw
ftak;ng place in Russia test;flns_
T to” the’ ‘fact that fermentatlon is
going on deep below the! surface.
Mingds® care-. always | conn ected by .
iﬂVlalble threads with the - body, . -

.of a peopae. (Marx, 1955 241)

-In - the last work ‘we evamlqe_ from -
Marx s last decade. higs preface “te the -
©1882. “Russian edition ¢f the Communist
Manifesto,  revolution as the -ingredient
.neaded ; to s=va“-the Russian’ commune gets'
ever-deepnned 1nto a. global concept‘;*

'The-.c:uc1a1 questxond now'}is:”
‘can’ . “the - - Russian .’ “Village
“community,“an already aeraously
urdermlned form of ‘the-age old:
commiinal - pronertj of . the soll,
Becoms transformeu u&rectly into-
- the: superior form of communist
‘ownership of . land, - ‘or- w:ll it

*have ‘to' pass’ through the same’
;procass ‘of decomposition which
‘is in evidence: by the course of
the h15tor1ca1 evolut;on of the:
West?.




Today i 'oh;y' - one  answer '~ is
pnssible =) th:.s quest:.cn.-_:"lf
-the. Pussian- J¥evolution - sounds:.
‘the - tocsin. ,+'or ‘a - proletarlan'
revolutz.on in ;"the . West “(the:
Qdecurrpos:ttlon of the’ co-urnunal :
OaﬂPtshlp of’ land in Russia.can-.
" be evaded) ‘so - thati:..each-.
.'«con"plement “each’ other, - the
preva111ng fom ‘of. communal
“ownership of land''in Russia may’
form - the’ starting - point for a
. communist course of’ dnvalcpment.
(Blackstock. 1952 227)

For sn.  under~developed haiion' to .
achxeve ‘independence and -socialism, there
muet’ fot only be -a national revolution, -
mit one m.th g0 total, _mte nata.u*xa...:.qt a

~ vision ‘as - ti | spark::revolutions— i#i " the
developed. jands. - Revolution is. not . its
first . -act’ alonez “jt..strives ito’ become
global,_ total,. - “continuous, = permanent,
. Just 'as the  mere. abolition of ‘private -

--property- does :not, by, itself, . abolish the
oppression - of woman, 5o, - the . national

“-revolution. in.the under-developed land
does . noky b; .\.tself, overcome condltlons_"
- of backwardness -and dependency. .We have
seen that. the national revolt can become
such - a bagillus ‘for werld: revolution -if
the “'m.sx.orical condltlon of . revolution—
aries capturing . the i permanence . of
xevolution ln a phllosophy of revolut;on
is met. . .

The totahty of vision of. Mav"'s last .

“decada proves that ‘Marx was no unilinear

evoluticnist, . dntcmanist., or stagific.r of
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human dnvelcpn-ent.-- ‘He -was: insg \:ead :
. ‘philosophef .“'and’. - practitioner - of ", ‘_}-e
" dialectics of_--.“:evcl'-_ltion' in'uérmanence""
.As.‘_.'agé.i.nsl. ‘the' modern . mis-users . of. thaE
‘phrase. . {Trotsky - and - Mao® included),
"Marx's ‘concept was forever rooted “in new

ubJects of revolutj_.on.; such = as -the
peasantry, . and ' in “new- ‘methods of
..révolﬁt_i_onary .consciousness, ““such. . as
dialectics. At no time, we have seen, did
Marx separafe -the dnalysis of - Third world.
‘economic | formations * from . dlacernlng new
. forees, " new pathway new subjects of
7_3.'6\-0.!..11.‘.10!‘. e G - C

Aq Dunayevs!iava writes,

‘w‘nat :|.r needed J.s a new um."v:.ng'
‘principle, on Mark's g*ound of . .
human:._,m, Lhat truly{ alters both ’
human- thought and humar: e,cperi-
Cengesv Marx : E..hnolog.l.cal
Notebooks ' are. . an - ‘historic. .
- happening: ~'that' proves, _one -
‘hundred years® ‘after  he  ‘wrote ©
thsm, that Marx's. legacy is na @
L mere I‘el*loom, but-a live -body
Cog 1deas and perspectives -that .
is- "need ‘of ' concretization.
Evgry moment of Marx's- devrelop-
-ment; as well'as the ‘totality.of -
i his works, spells out the need
“for "revolution 'in: permanence". .
This is the absolute. challenge .-
‘to - our ' age.. . ‘(Dunayevskaya;
1952:195) e
‘*oday s '3‘m.rd ‘World is caugh" in the
vortex of rhe super-power . rivalry. betwenn
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‘the: . U.S..  a s: . :
indigenous ele'nentss ) exlst " within- Third
World: sacief'ies y d1senfranchise&f—
'pea.,ant oy, cormmmal relati ons’ of t:n.lling .
the - land,’ - re;iaxlpe . “on . non-~capital’
: 1nten=ive : *‘echhc&logies .in rural areas)-

wh:,ch can, if -articulated [and grappled

cwith - anew, become bui‘dlng blocks . for
socialism. ' Despite a8’ ‘century .. of"’
unmitigated. C.mear:.alist_:-_. .intrusion” -,a'nd
"independent"  capitalist. development in
India and- Pakistan, .the majority .of the
. peoples “of . both lands “continue. to . live
within . the. -*ural “Sector..  While.. the-,
indigenous .. com'nunal- relatlcn-"_ i of
" possession. of land of . the type Marx .
. encountered a'e very. dxt‘rerent today. {and .
. large .measure da r’;ot_r exist). "the
‘ pers;sten\.e of " cemmunal, forms. of . human -
-association © iw. the-. countryside can - be =
taken up- as--a. potential foundation' for.®
by-passing. either a pr:wate cap:.tal:.st oxr
‘state- capi"alzst . fom S of - himan
relat:.ons.--‘ ‘At thé same | - time, " the ..
‘d..scovery of . new moments dn o Harx's - last:-
L decade showf-: us how deep, - pxofound and
;. open, must our view of. forces, of revoluticn .
~be.. - .Just . as the - dissolution  of  .the.
primitive commune was: accelerated by’ the
existence .of unfree’ -man/woman relations,
so in- toaay [ 'I‘hird World the effort- to !
. create.. new, non—cap;tallst mnt.hods of
'production -has .. been : stifled. by -. the o
porsistr_nce of - sexism bo;.h in society "at.
~large . and’ wu:iun the rev olnt:.cmary Left,
Our age has seen,: over and over again,_

that whe-e women's liberation . fails to
becoms, ‘not-just a component,- bm: the very '
Reason . “of .. revolution, I 1] genu-ne'
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‘1iberatic*1 is’ possible. - the 3
man_{ Third’ 'horld nations have’ fallen p"ey
to.a centrallzed stata bureancracy which
consunes the l:.fe and labor ‘of the- people
in the ‘name: of "catching up with t":e Wast"
“{or < the - “East™; the case may ‘be).
Indlgenou..,'-‘form..-.‘ of socialism’® will -not
. truly ‘flower until .these state despotisms,’
'.‘:hether' Y anpointed as - "capitalist",
"Communist“ “nationalist® or Isla:n*c" 'are
smashed, completely. smashed. .\n the course
: oE popular revolution. -~
L e We a are ' not “.rgulng ‘that Farx s
analysis of the Third World in his ' last
- ~decade is: any sort of blueprint, much. less’
. 'a provider of answers,.for the Third World.
ef our -day.’ 'Instea_d, we ‘argue that the
. method . embodied in: Marw's rvesearch _must
‘come. alive  in " revolutionary practice so
the unfinighed:' = freedem.  struggles. of.
today's Third World may reach comnletlon..'
] Achinvmg such “ra uolut:.on in pcrmanence
requires several factors:  we st rhg out
ana.d;scern those obgectlve forces that
: ean  become! bun.ld:.ng blecks for soci al:.sm,.
~but this .alone is not’ enough; wie must also
havg_-a V.‘LEW of new . forces of revolutlon, B
-who can’ strlp.the . forms of any ané all
_elements - . that' < int-ﬁrfere ‘with . the -
a*taiment of- ‘total human freeuom, " but
“this too  is- not enough. " The - task of
completing tcday s unfinished" revolts will
not he accomplished until that other' force .
of -revalution-="intellect", - cogniticn,
‘dialectic,” philosophy of "revolu'tion - s
also present . to give direction -to’ the’
struggles (to achieve human emancipatlon.
This- is the. .enduring legacy of '‘Marx's’
wr:.tj.ngs from his_last_decude_ for our day.
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h:.cgrapher) '.Jh:."-h
refer-ed t:: _the’ last-_ decade . as a “slow
“deat This ‘view {accepted by ‘most Marx
bmgravhers  Erom Rvazanov - to.  Padover)
. “hardly prompted ‘Marxists ‘to dlg into the:.
‘voluminous. - material ' wnlch “has =7 only‘
*ecently seen actual ;_mb1 1cat:.on.- R

’l‘he coqnect.lcm between prt.letarmn
rovolutlon -ang, cther freedom rstruggles
was spelled out by’ Marx in his now-fa.mous
1844 Economu.—-?h:.loqop‘uc Manuscripts -at
the precise moment when he. formulated’ h:Ls
conceptwn of "alienated lakor®™. He wrote:
,on--the oppressicn of wome.n, noting  that-

.. "the'  ‘direct, matural - and . ‘necessazry '
“relation .of . bex.';on to” person .15 . 'the
rr—-la.ts.on “ofl man’ L te - woman...from - the -
“haracter- of- th:.., rﬂlat;onshlp it: follows
‘n.ow muc:i1 ma’) as;a ..,pecx.es Deira. ‘as. _man,
‘has’ come. to be " himself and -comprehend’
- “himsélf, See “his. "Pr:vate Property and
Communism” “'in “Ccllected " Works
‘] Internatlonal Publ:.shers, 1975.

: Thc Russ;an edita.on of Marx/Engels
Correspondence wrongly ‘translates’ this’ as’
"this time- the revolutz.on beg:.nq in the
Eact,.hlchortc the unbroken bulwark. and
.reserve ""'army,“ of - 'counter-—revoluti«:n" ’
" thereby muting Harx' 5 ‘acknowlcdged change
‘of views concerning Russia -and the East.

“during his last ‘decade. T UL O
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of ) the few:'

technolog;cal -

o . actually - developed
gxeatﬂr.:hatred of . cap;talist—imperialism
Twitho his deeper. apprec:.atlon “aof . "the-
‘Bast".l’ See ha.s Marx and - ithe’ 'Aslatic
‘Mode " LTeE D “ productien'™ - - 0 .in
5t hnthcmy 5 Papexq,iﬂno. 14 (Carl-onda1e,:
~I1ds —Southern __Ill:..nqi.s Unlversity.?:jes_.,) ERA

4This paragraph was not :anluded by A
Engels xn‘subsequent English editions. of -
Capital:. - ‘It appears in -.the: Ben. Fowkes -
translatlon of VoiL. I as‘-a ‘foatnota. For

an lllumina"lng " analysis ‘of 7. the

. ':Lca.ss:.t\.des 'of the ‘French ._'ed:i.ti_on" of
‘Capital™ in -the' : hands .’ Gf.--‘post-Marx
Marxists, ses Kevin, Anderson, - "The 'French
Ed;tmn of Capital, 100 Years after”,:
" ‘paper. pre.,e'l ed . to - the’ L_cmfe"ence mf the
‘Eastern %onlological Associatio :
Pnlladelphla,' 19 M:rch 1982,

SThJ.'s a.lditicn has. yet to Find ies
( any Eng;:.sh ed‘tlon of E tal.,; ;
‘8uch’ | disregard T Sf. Marx's | Marxzism . by .
post-—Ma*x '-larx*sts Find 1ts express:.on An -
the 1ntellectuE¢ arrogance  of  Ben Fowkes ',
{the latnst English tvanslator of Capitol) .
who so sldv:.shly -£ollows’ Engels'. editing -
as  to. separate’ Part VIII "{"The so-Called.
- Primitive Accumulatlon) “from - Part VII
" ("rhe . Process .. of Accumulation | of .
" capital").  The two parts were joined in
the . origmal German ed:.t:.on and in .all"
other editicns edlted by Marx.__ Through
such “re~aditing” Fowkes - fell J.n..o the
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"tvap of‘ the bouvgolse . attacks “on . Marx’
wh:.ch Marx h:.mseIE answered [{-] profoundly

of 1882.' Tt is va-sad commen.,ary on, "the
state of»:.!-'avm.st sc‘wlarship That | t‘iese
U seminal; 1etters to ‘Zasulich havé vet to, be
lcollecte.d in ‘English ‘in ‘one. place in the
‘form in. which they ware wxltten. ’ For ‘a.
cLine” dz_"cu.;s:.c'\ ~ef - how. the L Ru.,s:.an
Marx:.sts ‘sought to. bux:y dlssen‘:.natlon of
“the one_ ietter of Marx to  Zasulich ‘that
'_ was ,-puhlls'hed, see Temor Sham.n. THMarx.
‘and " the. i Peasant Commune in. ‘hstorg
WOrkshaE. Autumh 1931, P- 114. B

Morqdn S .}ook was by no., means the
only one which sarved th:.s purpose 1or
Marg.. Tnc concreterens wirh which Maxx '

- connected - seam:l ngly Mabstruse™ studler- to
- the-’ questio > o‘_ -pathways ko soc;.al
transforma*-ion can.-.sven “be d:u. scerned | in
che  fact 'that - his- Notebocks ‘on Ethnology
included, in additlon to _excerpts ~from’ the
. work of Phear,: Maine, Lubbock and Morgany
_ notes: fxrom'the: book of E.. iiosoxtalier, The
. Princirle ggln.catwons ‘of Elactric:.t:z
Hosp:.tal:.er s book partly consisted of an:
‘analysis- .of - the ;feasibility “of ‘using-
electrical - techn*qupq ko 1ncreaue “the
productivity of the. soil. Lawrence Krader
‘chose’ not: "to- includa these notes 1n ‘his
transcr.t.pt:.o*x of the other writings in the
' Ethnological Notebooks. . That: Kradar chose
“hot . to . indicates - the narrowness, of
,comprehenszon- of - Marx's ;/legacy, ‘which -
re.;ults uhen analyais o‘ empir:l.cal £acts .




; lnabmlxty
profoundlty.‘and 'concre e._totality
-Marx s volumlnous studles during ‘his last,
decade‘led them to’ 1abe1 nuch of Marx s
nexcusable ’ pedantry™ . see  ~D.
‘Marx-Engels hrehiv, - Vel. -1,

Lo “full < treatment - of . the
differonce betwsen ‘Marx's “'and  Engel's
“views om - primltlveV- comnunism, " see
Dunayevskaya, ‘1982, pp.180-87. . Also see’
.Kradexr's lntrcductxon to the Ethnological
Notebookg, .ppi 76-B5. Krader has- also’
‘written-on other wr;tlrgs from Marx's last
A-:d caue,w‘concludlng that - "the Svarious -
'writinqs bv‘Marx oﬂ ~the hs:atlﬂ mode . of
proﬁuction S arerlU i to ba Tl taken
developventall;, Ciforming a ‘series - of
'consecu.lve contrlbutlons to his. C'lthue

TRE po]1t1cal eCununy rof . capltal
(Asiatic “Mode  of “production, . S B )
“This - .is - true,:  but " not quite “true
enough—«fnrf‘what is . also. at. gtake -in,
L Marx's’ analysis is the ueve’opment of - a
philosophy of.; revolutlon..ﬁ" This . is:~.
- something -which does. not. entex. Krader's -
mind, sc weighed down is he.with viewxrg
Marx's discoveries as-“;ﬂter-dlscipllnary
studies"  ‘tacked onto ‘an = analysis - of
political economy. ‘Such: inability to. hear
‘Marx think as he’ re;ates enpxrical matter
S and dialectics in such a way as to open up,
new. pathways to “revelutioen . makes  “it
- impossible - for  him . to . comprehend’ the”
‘totality and todayness. of Marx's Marxism.
For a view of Marxism as a phxlosophy of -
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. .revolutlon,jsee Duna evskaya Marxlsm and
. Freedom' ' {1958y "and hex” Prilosophy and
;Revolution: (19?3), Jasv ‘well | as . Rosa
‘Luxemburg, Women's -Liberatitn, . and ‘Marx's
Philosophy: of Revoluticon- (1882).

o It should be noted that the 1og1c

L Gf T Mitx's: argument would “not . be.
,fundamentall" “hanged even if the communal
. ownership’ ' of . land 'were 'completely
,“deatroyed by this date. .. For. also’ sezving
Cas’a basls for socialism,’ and ineerxcably
bound . up -with Cthe - question af. .land
'possessicn, -are ‘the communal’ relatlons of
worklng the land which often persist long
afcer _hhe land. itsnlf ‘has fallﬂn into

prlvate owncrshlp.

LR : Marx

: the or;gznal manuscr;ph Marx

’ ‘ ‘here “in:

-parenthesis,'ig ‘has not bean Faproduced in-

any ‘of “the - English trang;utzons ‘of- the
‘Zasulich “letters.  The . full gquotation,
Twithitha parenrhesis en ' the "“Russian
‘intellect™ . included, - “gan ba' found quoted
"in Haruki wWadat s'“Marx ‘and Revolutionary
. Russia® in Fistorv worksh_g, Autumn 1981,
: whilc Trotsky's - theory ‘of
"permanent: - revolution™ created.on the eve
‘ef  the 1905 Revelution. in Russia was
certainly  a brilliasnt prognestication, it
can hardly be considered Marxisn,; insofar
as it was developed without raference or
‘relation to. a revolutiorary  subject--the
paasantry most of all. wWhere Mao's phrase -
"continuous revolution". won him accolades
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= l:hP power of w:nll,_lack;ng any founda..:u:n
Sin the- -material’ ‘surroundings, -either "as.
‘elass strqules or.material relations.. It
c“is -the™ opiluon ‘of this ‘writer  that.: by
R "a...l.}.na to. develop Marxism as'a ph:.losnphy
.of. revolutlon, Trotsky and Mao, as well as
'other Marxlsta, stopd. on. different ground .
_than. that of Mdrx 5. concept of "'revolut:.on
,...n permanence
1') e
A qlntmse :.nto how deep one must ’
. jprobé" ‘such . "indigenous!: - elements
“within' svery society -is seen-in Marz's.
" corres 'ﬁndence from Algeria in 1882. "Marx
S wrote to Laura Lafargue, -"SOmetine:. Maures
Twere: ressad preLentloL.q 1y, even - richly,
" others - in, - ‘for ' once ".I - dare -call . it
 blouses, | sometime  of = white = woollen'
) appearance, now .Ln ‘rags, and:; tatters--but
' 5 37 frue . Musulhan- such’
_acc:.dent + good “or. bad. ‘luck, . do-. noto.
_ da.stmgu:.qh Mahomats ‘children, Absolute
_equality in their ‘social intgrcourse
rwaa (nevertheless they will go-to the devil
.without a: . revolutionary - movement.)",+ in
: Marx/l’-:ngels. Werke. {Berlin, 1967), Vol.
.35, pp- 303-—09._ g ! :
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