
(.\1-10'" ...... , 

July/1983 

t:iy Chaf.Jt:ii-D;nby: ii~iiOr :.·.·' 
· _--~;--,:;':~:aUthor'Or.·.,. --. -

ltu!i:rnlfnt II #in: A Blticlt 
l.--:_ .W.tt1""•J~nutl-- : 
_z-·a·m.·jz;~;,{~ o_ve;-_ ~j · 
column :o Llu Turmr for 
a special riport oit South 
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HCiowm.ess Movement iind 

· Marxist~Hu~J_lism-:-: C.D.-

MARXIST-HUMANISM .AND. GENERATIONS 
01' RESISTANCE'.·· .. ·•' :.,. ,; . . .. . . . ... 

The conference· f9C:JSed on the ;"•generations ol reSist
Bnce'.', tO racL..a. capitalism In South Alrica that culminated 

·in· the··I97~7S--Biack ·Consciousnees_.RebelUons.-_and the 
deepening o(those revolutionary. Impulses today as manJ-
rested in. the· mosl" massive· Black trade union· movement 

·-'ever. to_ challeage aparthekt.-For'not only bail Black-labor 
been the Ad'lilles hecl of South African eapltallam; It bast 
since·t:M·diiys:wh<m B(aclc_wotkers Jn-SoUUJ.Afrlca reaa 

-and dis:5em!nated.tbf!_'ideas·-ot~Garveyism,;praeticed the.: 
· dinJei::tlo:nl. two-way·roa'd to'-UberaUon betWeen the U.S. -

; an~~~e:~~:~'::a~~~::!t==:!sr;;~~~~ ~--
the · Manlst-Hm:na:dJJ&:', ezperlace.- of. &luot; :WO.wa,-: "dltll·" 

:l~etlo:. Tbus, It wn.a the·ISSO.~wllea we llaked the Mcmt
gcnaery:Bus Eo.)'COU·whlcb marked- tile _belbmfDg or tbe 
ClvU ·RJgbts~Mowemeat\~_the: hoy(:OU of:tbe .bal-eS.--ID 
Johaalll!l1burg . aDd &:he. _womea'•: aaU.paa _ eampalp. ot 
1951 •. We·reecgubed ag&ln la_the JNII-from"»ewly~IDde-
peDd~ot we.;,. -Atrlea that a _.. Rage iaad been readied 
when the.late'R.obert.&huk~e lormd .Ule. Paa-Alrlcan. 
C1!!1gress aad eoDtim;ed &he antl-pasabook eampalg:l. tlaat 
broqght _oa_tbe~QarpeviDe_-.ma.aere.;H~e:r,·_Jt waa_iD 
tbi! "Soweto-pertod,.:ofthe li'10s that we eoagbt the htte
graUty ·of .pbUOfJOPhy.- alld :revolution· &Cl BCM · .. cetlvbt,.;·., 
Uslb.ken llb:.Ste\•e Blko. )J,egan to,re-nrtl.calate tbc tHo-: . .:· 

· rztt~•• gromv.d ur the SoaCh .Mrlc:an revoJuUGa; drawing 011 
.... e~tOIFnal:lb:·FanoD;·, ·~:-- ·: -.. ,~··'-'>:c~,·:•:"'.-"·'? 
-This Marxist-Humahlst·'tmclilg;Of·Blliclt'~~ 

in South'Africa baa-led to--a•most·~ dhdoeue·Wfthi
Blllct. -Sou~can · revoluti~; _.'l'be!~·ronlmk1: 

Wiiere We-spoosOi-ed Siicll~si)enkers 8SI'B';Tabata, 'Phym3:_~:-::~_-
Ntantala and-student ac-tiviSts from:_the_BCM;- as-weJLas ~>.- · 
publishiJlt:: the-.v~ices or· ~~·AZ3nian'-~L""Uggle,'in:-.Ne:~'li'&,: ·:.;.: .. ;/ 
Letters,-· Intensified· foUowmg •lhe-·Soweto- rebelhono··· (See:, __ -.. • · 
t'SpOOally _'~teve Biko Speaks for_H~/~,NO?~~l9'f!_-~>: 

.· .. ~~.~~~~~~~!~~Zr~.ui~E~~ii~b;1~\~;,;5:~t 
with"thC:,Azaninn~struggle; another;Point,of,departure~~,- '' 
came the first evening o( the.conference when a BCMCA).~:, 
speaker serfoo.u;ly_ posed the !clio wing questions fadng-the'<--· -~~· :---0~ ·•. 
movement. What is the relationship IJf-orga.nb:ation·.to·. 
spontaneity? What d<.'eS hL..qoric conUnuit-s.mean ror.ea·cb 
generation? What is the relat_ionshlt~ o( consciousness tO: .. .: ~~,;:·: 
forms· of, organization ·among _workers,":. women:~and stu~--,_·; ·.- ' ·. · : 
dents? And wblit char.scterize:s the' present mOment ot.th~'-;_ :~~:~;:;::, __ 
stru~? H0wi:V~r1 .it was hls -eonciuslon:thaL~:vici.Ory-IS- -· ·,. 

-not the questioo, hme is the.quesdon..':;___w~cb"pennitJed:..,: ·'- --:-
me to develop both.historically_;and·,theoreUcally.Marx.'s·-· -~~.:-_ 

: eoncept;ot revolutioo in permanence-"and its'reiaUonship~-~ 
to the __ s~-de~~-~~tlol?-,-f?I ~~ ,~~~~ ~~~tio~ •. ~~:· ·;·_: .. ;:-,_·,:_ 

Th'! serico.JS exchange or ideas that _ImmediatelY foUow-- ·~ c 

ed and.contintJed-the next. day~revealed .. tha theoretic·· ·'·'· .c • 

• depth th-e BCM-activlsts Are _striving to 'attal.-i._ Thus, when·.· 
Afrl_can-American _supporters and-. aeUvfsts _ wanted: to 
kna..; what can~ done Jn'the·,u.s:·. the BCM organizers·::-/·, 
acknowledged'lhe eontinued-:need 'for~.' aid_ and--support'-:~;;,_. 
activitl~- such as -divi!Stittln!. and boYcott& 'At the same ·- ~ 
time;;. they made-it eJenr:-thal the -Siac:k;Conse.lousnesa~;>: 
philosophy wasn't QnJy·the ·a~eulaUon.of._;a_ new slagct'CII_ ,- . 
national conselou.mess, but· a new conception ot. Black. ,, :
Hbei-atlon .....: .. Bell·g'!neraUng, self-deve!o.,ing". - a- em·- : . · 
ceptloo whlch reeognlxes that the· direction cf the move-:: . ' . .' 
ment must come from · th~- Black masses Inside South -
Af_tiC'a. i.tse~. 
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