
CHAIJ.ENGE TO THE YOt1l'l! ON THE- NEEDED =.u. UPRCXJriiiG OF THE OLD 
P..ND TRR CR~4TION- OF NEW, !!'IJM.A.N -ll.ET--AT!ONS 

"H~' ~On~~pi;~- ~~· ~~j~~t·:i~~-~- i~·ir ;;~ ~~~~--:~--neil who dive. -·~--~ish c~--
; .a.~atractneas.,. uepa.ra.teneae, but. obJect- -swim near the ._surfa.ce,--;but·oit."take&•'a: 
'ive.as a whol.e; :1n t)le proces·a, in_tlle gl"Oat_vbal.e to go downtJtair~ five·u;dJ.es 

B\Ull'!'total., -:in';tbe;tendency, :::in ,the·_.-:::-.- -.-~or-: more;"· a:cd ~if' .he~·don-!_tlatta:f.n··.the>bot-
6ourc:e.11 _ _ . . tom, why al.l i;be J.oaU in'GaJ.ena. von't 

-- .I.en.in,:t :·Abstrect~:of:·-~Heiie~'a science fashion tbe.-:p~Uli'D:Dat~the.t ·.wUJ.-.,. :I!iil not 
of I.Qgi:Q'TICo~J:ect.ed_ Wo~ka; '"v_ol._._,~8, ,_. teJ.king ,·abou;t Mrc. ·~rs_on ncv·· ... but. that 
.Pa·-2 ).~, .. -.·: :.~ · -:,: ·.;. .<-,_" _.; ~·~hol.e·corplt :O:f:,tl_louSht-d,ivers that:·ba.y-e - _ . 
· ·· ·· · · · ·· · · · b<ien di.Virig and·.com1ng·up:&ga1o:idth b~ood

shot eyes siilce the vor1d began." 
Me~vt-lle, Letter .of March 3,' ~849 

~- ·-. ~; -;_i, . :c' '. •.• "" -~ :. 

' . -..'.. . . . -, .. 

Dear Youth: 

Beca~e·,o.r. f.ey'. ddep .. co~id.:!uce.in·:.the youth,6-tr1vi.Dg to .. b& '-'.thcugbt:.:divors" 

(v~ther or nat· t_k;_~a~·· suPe;b ~ mdnmera. "us-& bY-~~·;~ arm'-<~~~~~)~;-~~:;~ llke 
":J~;~- ,, . . . ·: • .. ;. 1 .. :.-, •.:-l·:. ~~::r 

to appeal to you to di~ into the ba.t:t1e or chal.l.engi.ng }:loat-I~x ~xL~m;.· - That 

b8.ttJ.e· v~ reveaJ- the mUch sree.ter matur!:ty of- this historic peri¢ as e.ga.111st 

lt is ·-true· that they we1·e so maSsivel.y active 
• . . _,;"- • .' ; :,• ·'c:;:;• 

in that-- de eRode that ~968 had reOched tbe threShold- a:r· a 1·cvoJ.t.t.:.;ion., The :fact;·· 
:.,-:.-.• -.·.· .:.~· .• '>·.-:.·· '/:.._·-. --- ~:· "'' , ;_ :,:·,:•;.:~- • ___ , .. _--( .;:..E~~-,_.~,1 
~i::nreyet" 1 _ t)Jat it re~illed an Unf'inished S:Ct made--it c1ear to the f'oll.owiLg genera

r .•• :-:::-.·;·_;·;1:~::.~·-. •· -i·_ ., ·:·:~- .• - .• --~_.:~_.:.- .... :>_ - - ,:--;·•.•· •··•: i > ... :.-;;:,...~-~ 
· tion that they had--bett:er probe deeply:into how tbe-1ll.cl:_-of' tu:.~·t:1ou3 theDr'J_ vi~ie.ted 

.··:~'!-.· .· -· .• - .::. -... \,:·~-'-·:<· ,. ,' _. •;: ·,: •·.l ... ~.;-, .• :..:··~~ ._~ -~~-~-- .. ;x·,f ~~·;:~;· ,:..--.:.~ 

activism'S ·goals·. The idea tha:t a.c'tivity_, activity, activity vould 8bso1Ve them 
~ •!-'''".' ~-': ,:. • ,_.·,-; ":;~,_.->.: -~_d•; •I-- \,' .','-'~"·,~:.·· ,ic·:;_:;•"j':.:·~-~-•,<>",:.'~" 

from tbe bard ~abO!.' of ;,--ecreatins Ma,1:x 1e theo1.oy o:f' n.t-evolution in·pentmlence" for. 

theit· ~ ~~ ··t;~t tbeorY pt~~e~ ~; "en route" wo~' ~:olv~ \he total.i'.ey :~~ ~ ... e~~-
nom1c-po11ti.Cal.-social. crises_, as well as end U.S. imperial.1sm1s war in Vietnam 

: ..... -.. _;::· __.: ... ~ . .. ·- -: .:~· •, ' 
ended 1n total fa11ure. 
·• : ,:-: .. :r-. .. 

.·.- .•.':::-'' Neverthe1eas_,· one, o:f·the most::f'B!D.ous·deba~s:- in that-pel'ioa;~ -'that' be-

-· ~een,Sartre and !fvi-3tre.uss (not .exactly' youth.'t.hemael:ves'j··but-.accepted as gu:uS 

by .the youth ~venent) 1 ·-as ·the ~960s- ~ncrntion. conti::ru.ed 'to _:f'o.'Uov _nev: phllos_Ophies 

11-'te: ~atent1~1cm o.nd Stt·uctura.l.ism._, .instes.C at:· "tryiJ:lg:to'. fil).d·~tbe -hist.Or1C ~tiut •. 

of' continui.ty with "old" M:u~ism. .1-lhil.e u;Y1-Strauas·~cr1t;!quad !3~t.i·~.'.s .. ad~r6QC:e 

to di.l\l.ect1cs_, h6l.d1n?. th~t Struct_m·alis~_ nHl_t:d•ed tho_-sr~yt.i-c 1 t:Mp1_~·1c;.~sc1en~t'1c 

" \' : 
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. ' ' ... -._,' ---·· 
methOd, Sartre since he, hinme:l:r1 :wo.s enamoured with Stt·uctw·aJ.ism ·and had as 

~-·· .0·.:·· · :o,~-~ ~-·· ;,•.- ._ .. ::.,;': ~ 

ahistoricak an;· outlook_·as_;J.aYJ.-Strausa.:;..-. cou.l.d; hardly' ;,in-: the- argume~t ·-for mea.ni.ng 
.. '- ::>;:-. ·,·' :---~ ;., .>.->i'~ ~ '-~: ~-·_~·:·_.'>':;)' ;:_-:_: ,;- -: .... ' ·,--:.:. '··.-·:, .,;;, __ ,-·, _·_> . ._"!:: ~2~ ~_~:··,_; ·: -~--- .--. _ .. ,_., ~ 

~ as _:against .Levi-8tt"auss•·:empbe.a1o~·on~ncn-rrea.n1ng. ~.tHei'e 1 :ts"fhow:-Lev1..;.straus~-~pUt· it: 
;·. ';,-:." ·:·.~t--,:1,~~ •• :-. ,·::..: \ '. ~:.-·'-:...' - - ;,,._. ·.- -~--- ~:,_;:j-~~; ,_ 

·-··.:-.'!In- WiY:t:e~:speict::t,ve,-:_w:aning _ia_,-ne'ver. -th2 ~.prilM.ry pbenoi!enon;_~me_fl:ll::lng · ;·-.~- · 
- ~loa· al\inys :reducible.::: J:ll·:_Othei.·~:woi·ds 1',. __ l)Cliirld ·-·all~.t008niii:S::_tber~:hB_·a-'~'
·n~n..;meani.ug;: whi.ie-'.'tbe_:l:-eve~se::isc·not the ctiBe~ As far a.a I'm con;.·· 

·;cet"ne:d,·;._nign.Uicance:-··18 ~'rays pbenomana.l.. "·. 
,, . ., ___ ,_ 
. ·- ' .- ._ 

.. .. .. '_.,} .. _.- :~· 

A pt"-oi'ound CZ.itique of ~v-l-~tr8.uas' Structuralism cB.Oe", nOt from Exis.:. 

tential.iam; '~Ut ~rom an, 1Iidependent_ Marxist- anthro:Po~~S:ist-diaiectic.iari1 Stanley 

Dimnond: 

-;~ /-~ ;,'~The~·-e.tbno~ogist is .actua2..ty-. saying that ·be :is -not iil.tere.Sted 'in 
meaning (o1gnificance) 1 , w-h:tch he regards as nerely- (and always) 

. -~ -phen"q~~..,: ,- ·:ror __ h:i!ri,.· the ·.primary-:phenomenon is· not meaning;-- but 
the non-~e.ning which lisa b!hind 11:2a.ni.tlg and to which, he belleves, 

-.·meaning is_re4ucibl.e-.'1 _*-' .. -, 

-.;. '7!' •• 

The :POint is that the 11f'e-blo?C] of the Begellan diaJ.ectic -- wbE:n -it ,is 
:..,-·;. ..~,. :-..:-. -~- --.~.. ;.. .. -,_,_;,. 

not di~uted by Exia_tentiaiisra. but seen'· in itc ·essence as a:·. cease~ss movement of 
-~'\ -~·.- '-:-,- -·~ .:: ·;; -· ., ... 

_becOnitng~- diac1os1ng the m=aning _ot;' history ~- -is exactl.y_ vha.t saved Hege~ fro~ t~ 

idea.11si:D. Though ·l!egd 
' ~-- . 

may hn.Ve wanted to confine history to hl.atory or thought, t_he, eingle di.a.l.ect1c vbicl;t 
--·. ·' ,;,- ; . 

cw;_~_:~~te'rizes both obje_Ctivity ~d aubJe?ti~ty move_d Hegel.·~~ obJective _ideal.ism._ 

That_ single dia.J.ectic bec&m9 the gro~d f'or l.f.B.rx's dial.ectic of :t·evolution. 
,I <-.. ; .-.-.· . '<;:.' 

It was th1~1 just. thla, vhich led pro1etar1~a to accept dialectical. de-_ 
" . 

ve~opn:ent, not alone foL' its "rlyna.mism" but for its meaning in historic conf"ronta

.,tion.<Contrast ·the ·non-Mar'"--iCiBt: i.ntel.lectua.l.ist.ic_, ·abstract- approach t·o' dial.ecti..cs 

With_- that of'\~ Ma.~·xist-Hv~nist. pl·olete.t:ian· attitude -- and''Coriside-t·-:tl".s.t it was pre..: 

.:-, __ cisely_ on :the -queStion of pheno~~olo[!j';. Thnt' doeG:-not' cean.-Pllenomenal. but the 

eciencc_~· o:f,;·pheno:nena., of- experience. I am· referL~:tng to· Chat·les Denby 7 the· Ed1tor 

of--,Newe: ·& -Lettftrs . and'.his_·ravorite-c;iuotn.tion from Hegel.: 

-.Jt See 11Anthi-opol-ogy in· Que~tic~11 ~ SCctio~ 6
1 

;,The Ro~t- 1~ Man: Critical. T~0:dit1o~c 11 -
o-r Reinventing Anthropolo& (Vintage Boiiks~ Handom House, 1974). 
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····· -•·: .· 
"-. •• Eolighterurent upset a __ .the househol.d _alL·aJ?se~n~a, which · 
ap1r1t·carr1iis''out in "thi. hd•.\Sii tn: fa1th;·b7 bdngini; :l.>i t"he 
-goods~ fUrnishingS be~onging-to the wor~d .. o,~._tbe.Here .Emd 
Now.'~ · · ·.. - · • ····''"·· . ·< .. ·;_;;·. 

'-:~ P~nonen.olc& of- 2.U.nd, p.. 4ll 

:-:·:··: _;__- ·,, ,·, ·-. . ..... .. '~-' .. 

-;_ ,_:.;, 

Tbe:_vhol.c_point_-.of' Denby's intere~t: in -t~~_.Begelle.D; quotation was this: 
-.~ ·;.,i···' · ' ',-·>"\ ·•. · •• _ < ··:··· ,_:;._.r_ '!·-;:: ;··.:r_'~"c.'.:.;::.: _c:~ .~.1:·~- . .;:. ., 
-~t·. d~s. phuosopby · hnve. t-0. saY: On __ -tlle.- rC~s.tionahii:). between reallty_ ~~ :r:eyoJ.uti~'l 
_·.:..:-~-J-.<-:-:.c·~·-•_:-<;·/~~.>>;:.·::'1" _:_·:-··- ·-~· ·''_~,'··;_.·--~-,--·:.:-···->·.: -~·:.:·:' :-~-·· _.· .. ·._,_..~:_.: >_-,-:- •:·---:.:: ·'·'_-·:·-=:-:..:.o.:·.~---:~ 
rt·wns.because he Sav Hege~ ·introduc:!..ng re'e.J.ity into_ the critique .qf the EDJ.1ghten-

. .. - • ':.,.:o .;; . .;.'.. . . ,, -~--- . ·- \ _.. .-_ ,. ' .:- :!.~' ·:.-·· ·.-.: 

. ~~t. tbiit. ne.ObY 'S n~t .. ·actiOn to Hegelian ·dialeCtics _deepened. Re could- tben see 

'tblit.dio.l~~tiC'o.I·~clCVel.op~nt ·oignttied 'the trW:tormtiOn Oi··rea:utY.' -···· 

· · :: . - . --:· ·--. triea.--_ _.·:_ . .. :·-----~~--~ --~- _- ... .:.;~.: .. :·. 
:r:t- is true that revo~utionat;iea llkc:. Mao also j _ · to eac_ape cont"rontation 

-., .-~- ~-:;· • -c,;:~:•;· .. -_· .··,·,··_: •- :·~·-~ ·_-· _.'_·_ ,· ... ;.~- _ -_.; · .. -.-; l __ . ,.· .,_.~_:-~.~ •,;y :·· 

vlth,ac'tua:-1 ~o.ci!J-l- resvol.utiona ai1red e.gainst- M.~ sta~-cap;itallst _r:e~ w_hic,h_~~ 
! •• : . • • .- ----~ .::.:._-_-__ ·?._;;· ; .. ' _.- -··: ' .••• • .• i·::.':..._'- .· . .., 

ce.ll.ed Co~st. But tbe Chinese y~';':~h -~~~ _J:~. e~:tY ~~~-\.'?t? ~~-r~ .. ~~.~.~_o:!:~-~~~~' 
before "Cultural ReYolution. 11 At the very_ height of the Culttral. Revo1ution, the 

~ '" -; - .. ' . - . :· -~ .. : . . . . 
d1ss1delrt_, revoiutionarY. youth in Sbel"..g wU-i:ien: hit out· ag~inst_ thei.r rul.ers_ by- ": _ 

•• _._._ < ':;;:•-- ·-._-~- ·:._ :· :-.'.: •."_.-•• _:-·; .-· •• ':_. .-. ' • .-•• :< ·:-: .·. ;,!c· :.--.:·.-.• ~:---' _·:,· .. : •--~ 

cB.lllng tmm "the Red cai):itaJ.iat cl.uss". They conr.:r~t~_~e~ _:t.he:~ _ot: _c~~--~Y 
,h ;-•:" :.- . ,. '··>·'' - .·_ - ·- -. -·-· . . - .. --' ---' '· -- - · ... ;· 

- e:i~d--to·'ila\~e-8s ag'airist what eXisted- in _9h1n~ by c~~ for·-~~--~ke ~ Par1:~-
., •'·, ·-.'. - .. -,~ . ~ ._.' :·' . ,_ . .. . 

-. true ,sociaJ.ist revolutioD. thst shakes the worl.d," decls.I-ed their_ Manif'esto •. "What 
:·_:·,:: ::: • ,-- • ·' .:• "' ,_ ·.:-~ • ,• •• :. •• • •• ' •• : > • '-:·:· .- •• -·~·, •• •'·: 

the proletar-iat can_l.ose 1n tbio revol.ution is oJllY their c~ins,- what they_ ga~ 
- .• .:. , .• _,.- .• ' • «. '· ' ·-· . • ' • . _._ 

will be the· whole· vorid! 11 

. ;_;_ 

Here Ws Mao; vho had decl.ar!id 'hims&l..f to-'be 13.. ~..:::ist-c0mi:inm1Bt ruid ·:1n 

1949-led e.•sreat nationn.J.·i:·evol.utiOn. If be 'Wi\s--e.ware' or -hW dei~:P 'the/uprOOting Of 

the ol.d bad to be &s- be oPe;nly- dec1ai'ed the revolution to be bourieo1S-d~Mhrat1c:; 

and the society itsel.f to be st.ate-co.pit.a.l.i~t, he 1·evealed none 9f it to. the masses •. 
• • '": ::.: ,'--· _~: .. :· :· •.. , .. _ •• -: -. ,· _._ ., • ~ > ·,,·. -' • ·-, • :' .. _ :' • • i ' ·,- • _. 

~· . He assured them 'tl".ey h~ not~ to t'~ar f'rom the "Chinese vho stood up," a regime 
·"• " ' ' - - . . .: ' ~ .. ,_. 

By .ls:/;6, when he _launc:~d the 1_'Gt·eat ~o-



-4-

designated it the "storm center or ~ ~evoluti~ .. ",~;!."ne Chinese youth fail.ed to 

tci~l~'::Ji~' ·t6·. tl~~--,:~- ~~-;;1-~~--~a·:·-tb'.; · ~~r~~. Co~e d-i_ ;~~ tS -d-ay ·as ·-t~ decentr~z
,,~-d·'~~ii:tic~---~-6~-'- t~-- wrirlt Out _.t~ -:~cono~!.'c-pl,Utic·B.l~socioi .-emanCj_~:t:i~ Vhi~h ~~~~d_ 
k2~~---'.tbe-.:p_~6r ':tn-thO'~~-:-~:r: the :riasses. ·-~--

_The .s~~J?.s~Wu-_l_ie~. ~t~tement_I quoted bere.:cnn-be t"otmd_ i..'l Chapter ,5 of, 

Philosophy nnd-Revol.uticn .. Pl~ase rem;~mber, dear Youth, as I.e.,ppesl. to you _to en-' 

"~~'--:~ --t;hi~-: ~attic-- of ~a;a~- · ihe.~ it-·i:a~ -·not' O~Qr- -~ pOst-~~ -~Gts __ ve chillef:lSe 
' . ~ ' .. 

oDlY·· ~~iU:ti.omir!e-~ like; Mao ·ana TrotskY~ but. alsO 'Jefm-PSw.· Sart~, -_the "Outsider 
- ·:---· ,_ 

L0t~i1~- ·J:n.'ti ·-::~- rt··'ia·./t~ t~~t ·r ~ea{-~dth- ~- t~;1e .ru{"E,d~ten:t:te.llet and I ~eal. ,. 
'With- -tli"i/'st'~~t~:~f;t ~-O~~s~ intellectuai -~·u1 -~thu6ser 1 ell too b~~~~Jd~ _ ~~~ry 

,·.·.· 
·'rieiirJ.y- -·diBi:riisliiinS' hl.ni·:Ln a :rCW roOtnoteB-. 

·-~·--··<.--- __ .... represent-_.·.·_,, -.· · -;.;~-
Nevel:the:LeSs,iheY T the: ve"rY swre .subject·-- Aitel·native·s -- thB.~-! began this J.et-

1'-'£; 

be ·ea.'~'ie-~;~:r believC, :.t~· a1g dee33 into \hat if we 'ioOk ril.·st- at what we are famlliar-

vitb ---the Youth Revo1t _in this c~t17, the FSt.£ b\trdeoed -by American_ pr~~tism-.* 

Rev9lutionat"ie,s ;1:~9~ :t~y. were,_: t~y _· certa.:!.nl:-Y -resi_sted · p~l.osophy o~ .revol.ut~on. 

Tbo~~-:they,_he.~--~~d ~ .. t~?-o.ddpess._them_on Ma.l:x'G Humanism,. the interest· was-more· 

on_ t~ au·~iject o:f AJ.ienation :tho.n ~n .ph:tloeopby of revol.ution. 

;'• I1{~s ill- ~~~t ~diting' ~~n 'v.al:-10 Savio. w-aa !"Cleascd !'rom jail. at mid

niS.~t·~and ~r;:t"ved··~t 2--AM ·in B." spot severSl. m11es oUtside of Berkeley to hear. zoo 

•t::e:o:: our :pD.rn)?!' .. l~t· ·on t}u'! FS!<l 'and' tho Negro ?.evolUtion. PhiloaophicallyJ the JUack 
~imen~~cr:l, especially Frant~·~anon;· -rnr t'rom being pragmatist., worked :out its· 
r.:ritique of Heg~t 1 s conc:ept nr reo::iprnr:ity in a :·cvolutionary-dialec:ticnl manner. 
S~e both Jlack Skin, White Masks end r:ry Letter to the REB.;.NEB_ of Aug. ~~ 19~3· 
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-'' .. ' " _, 
---~ SP!hlt.- ·011 Ma:i~i -16'. itumen'is~·-·- Til~U{ih-, they w.;-~·~: vecy int~~EtBtirl .:hi ~~·sm .. --~a;--indE!edi 

·z!ei~~~ it. to --tbei-~- ~ new llt~-·::s-t;,.i~sT--:-i<ir:t~\,!1~ the~,~~ --d's/ al:s~----~~~- to ~et 
·_ Aptbeker, ~be-CaUSe_·:_oo"·':h.Sd. ~rom1~ed ~i-~W~: :-wh~· :~~-t. ~~ ~~t4~ 0~.--the 1 ·FS~~ -~ij. ~
~a···-~n .. _to· uall 'ide~S;, &nd ;_~--nOt:_ ·the:::h~~t \it- intEn·e·~te-d~,!ti ~-;_ ~,··a~,;~·r.:.:·· 

..... ' .. . -~··· ~,.-
'gn}uZ"i\t!~ •. In:· 0: word, too--- suJ,p"OS~-~llY h~·~partyiSt,- ~-o·n...elltist/ nQll~orSanl~St:f~-/: . 

. , , .... · .. <- .. '·.· .... --~----~-·-.··-_,_ .. , .. ::-_-:,;· __ ;.,.:•--.,-.: :_:._.· _, .. ·· . . ·_·:::.-_.;_~~-},_;_--f_.;;.:··~-
e.J."-~rS'Oli wh"o 1.ms Ol1J.i :tor-·Bctiviam;' S:eti\riSvi, e.CtiViOni; did not S~e the con-tradic~ 

tion in organi:ational. form that ~;.,i,;;d ~ '~hilo~op~\;f freedom and 't{;;.;f;;;;;,;,~.:~':i~ 
'·' 

. ( ··'' ,;_ .. 
. Permit mti hEn·ft ·to: Eto.·liack' to l.953 <to r~~~ -,:·t~ p~;;,Ceas of. WOi-idng 

out;,-· or setline(trul-'e!iri~geu~~-, 0£, a .~w·-~iuJ.;;s~~--dime~i~._ 'It -~-f-:the YeaL· :I 

:fit-St b;Oke through -g~. the: AbS'OJ.~te- ide~;- re~vinS 'itS -·~bst!P,Ci; 't!\Ystical 'veu' anq 
'"-' - .. - ,-,- .. - .... -__ . -.;_· ', ,,-. ', ,' --- .. ··' ', ' -- '' .. .-. ·-:--·· . .--:(: .. ;.. ... _.~- -: :- ___ , ~·: 

·Seeing' it ao not only ·a- unity of· theory and practice," but:-a totelly new re.lation .. · 

ship Of :the- twa·-'beca~e a ne~ ·li1~tC~·1~ --~slnnins ~ .. ·· ~~~ ~ ;~£ched:-.vi~ thi~ __ ·-J.iv~ 
~~~.me~~ :·f~-Oth .-~~~dii~e ~ 

-·· .-
s:i~~.~cn o~_:,tl:.e .~out!l.e.s. -"the b.:la:t geil£!rat1QJ:." ·and. :t'~·pragmatic vio-.,,-Q.f the epoch 

itse~·.ae ."an. end of'. ideo~ogy.'' 

< '.. • ·-:': 
~ b~aitthr6~~ ·~n the · AbSOiute Idea .~iped US to PerCe-ive a_ new_ genera-

tion-'of' I-evol,;t10naries '_in :.that so~d~-d~--"b¢a:t -~~~~a~ioiii; who Wet~e- t~JEiCtinS: --a 

w01--J.d iheY· never riade.;" _·anc: tO ·see in ~th~--~~yoits ·in "r.a:tiil· ru:!ic'riC~ tmd Mr!cC. ·tba 

.ecet~~nce O:r a Tl~rd 'Wo'rJ.d.. indeed, tOWard the end' of' the J.950s, retl'ogressioo and 

'MCCal-thyiSM" 1n ·the· u.s. ~otWi~t~aillg; ~ deaia~ed.-it to be ~ tota.l.ly new epoch: 

'in ·p_rotlUctioil: -(w1t:ti ;.,-~rket's BS:tti~- Autooiatr·on);' in p"Cil.itiCal freedom batt1ea
1 ·'' 

whether ·that be-:the new 'Bl.aCk ·aiineneion in·' the MontS:o_!IlerY 13ua Boycott oi~ in thB' 

iast ~Eul:-~an Fre~dO:U F:igliters againSt RuaaiM ·at8i..e-cap:1tal.ism calling itsel.f 

Comnninismr' a~-.;, ~~taBe- of· c~-8nit1~~·as the Hung.ll·ie.n .RevOlUtion higbllghtcd it--by 
. . . - . . 

!!'he breakthrough on the 

AbBOl.ute Idea. was n~t only. ·on the. ·moven::t!!·nta· f'i-9iu -p1:.l'.ct1ce and :f"t•om tbeorJ but al.so 

en:: ciRGAi;rt..ATlC!~~ ·a.a we ~J.u· tllB.t'-its ·u:tal.ectic woUJ...:i"fuUmi~te el.so t-he die.l.ec-e!c 
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·here d~ive~ to go_. al.s_o to H~sc~'s 'Philosophy 0:£'-1-'f..ind--~- o.nd :there" as ve approa:C~d 
_i··, ,;.·;:-·~~:>~_,-.··,.,, _____ .. '_·;·. -:·:::··,·-~---"·.-·-··'·-·· ,-~J·,· .. . . _: .. ,··- _---_ ,,' , ... '.' 
the_ :tb%Yo:e __ : f:i.ii~ '~yl.l'og;to~ _ 1.n:.~ AbSoJ.\..-tc ·- Mind ··ena. ti:-ee.d. -_en ground none---~ ever: ~v8J..k-

- _-<."t-:" r-..'v:· -•/_.<~ .':"~.·::·_:-· ._··'>::_<: ·,:•~.·· ·-'•_:-·..;. :·- ,'.:.. ;·_·, _:~.-- ·, -c;.., · -· .. :·~- ~- • • • ··· ._ -.-·:-·,'.' ,_;c,,. 

ed be~ ore, Ye·_ fe1t that in p~ce of a "die.lectic of_ the pru.-t)'~1 ~- ~re, _ "'i:~:~ _He~~ 's 
,··.<>. ••· .. ,:···c:>:•">rl:bh'"'··.· .. ;·. i:'·"'''·' .·.-.·.··· · ... , ..... 

8el.f' -T?iilking · :raeC:·,/ the . mass'eo1 Sel.f -Bringing Forth of Liberty,. f'e.Ce to·- !"ace. \d. th a 
-.. ;-·----~-r.:.·-.. ~--:~~::•.:,·;_>_::~-- _._.;·"~-_--,' .. ·:--__ :;·--:: ·.::. __ .. _,,- :,..: -, ,·'·.- --_.·.-.:-- _._._._. -·' .-... 

After ,all,'. J.IS:rX liLi.a. unchained tbe-~-dia.J..ed;i.c ·as be-~ rec':t-eateC:l' tlie :;; .. 
. ·. , .. , ' . . .:: - . 

Absol.ute Me'thod ·ns- a "reVoJ.ution in pe_~---mane-nc~.~~ 
,.·,•:.;: .. ·.:. ' •. -·,·:. , ~-... ,: 

one and the:San:e t!.tr.e.r \.--a no~ on.l.y can-f"rcri.t t-he-~objecti.ve situation. o:f a nuclear 
,-,. . '· '., . . ,;,• . ; ,. - :· -'. '• ' ,- -.. . -. . '' '--:, 

worJ.d filled _with economic _recesHioll e.Od _pol.itlcal retrOS.a·esaiO!l _as well _as al.to-
• ... .. • < • ..( ; ;__ • • ' ' ' ·- ' • 

getb.E:: too_ many abor._ted_, unfinished J.•evoJ.utiol;lS tur~ed i~to ~:1r vei:y opposite" 
;',; ;•.-: ,·,-•;_•: _,,o,~·;;_;., >,' : '•'""" _"- ,._,',,,_, __ • •_• - _, _ _,, ,- :.·._, •> ' 

sire-~ _t~;~c~~-}£~~~~ als.o"~f' oJ.~~~~7~on: .___l~aa,-·.~t~ ReBa Lu.XC:mburg, ·women
1
s ... ! ... 

Liberation e.nd l-taei's Phil.osophy of RevoJ.ution, been J.ef:t at the ~~l:lc_i~ sto«e.~. 

t.et r e ·briefly, very·- bi~iet'~, -~~S:ce: Dnd parSl.J:eJ.. · the · l.'e.S't _.30-y'e'a.r trtijy~~t 

:from practice and f~~m theory with our own pb.Uonophic · deveJ.opmerit tru:•ough· the 

acrobY. and RevOiution,_ Rasa Luxe~_urs, ~JOmen's I.i.berati.on_and· Marx 1s Phil.osgpBY::_g_i" -. · 

Revol.l.:tion -- bas: in eac~ period, sincJ.ed out _vha'7 ~as_ mo_s_:t _urge:nt as -~~sured by 

the .o~Jecti.ve crisis _for th~t ~riod. Though the d~al.ect~cs of ~iberation, the 

Philosophy ~-r r_ev_olution, permeate_ a thetoL all, -t~ P3f.~ic.~e.t:~ _ .con~~-e~ need in ea.c;h 

pe\•:1od :1s what detel'"!llinee ~.he f'oc_us. ~us, our_ f':1rst cotqn:ehenaive theoretic _vo~lt, 

Ma-::-xism and Freedom, which, of _c:o~n~se, ~E"..S at~,uctw.·_t:d arol.&Ild cur i"irat originel. 

histo'l.•ic contribution -- the movement :rrom pt·act:1ce to theory -- had ita focus not 
~ - . - ,, - . ; . " --' .. . " ~ : . . ~ . ·• ' '_ ' . 

only _on -Ma~x'_s A~t:'ic~ an~_ Humanist _l'Oota,_ -b':lt al.~?-- on_ Len11':-'a bl.·ee.k wit~ his phi

losophic past sa that the f: act that t.e had not 
·.·.: · · .. rr.eant-- it~ · · 

vanguo.rdiat party cOncept/ was let~ unf'inisl'..e~l. 

extended 1 t to r e-exa.rn:ii:m.tion . or his 
~"- .. >·: 

Htn'Et vhs:t is important is to. watCh ·.- . . . . 

· t~- :~t~~d -sndT !':ltyl~ r,f pre~~~tA.!-_~~n as . nn indicatit;m of: wlw.t should_ :be, ~the:.• __ do-. 

" 
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~£~~~- : T~lfe: ·t~~~ ~hru~ break iD., StY1e: ·o~ pbii~~-~piT,y ·an;~~~&n1z8.t1on. In the 
,- ' •• ' • - ._ • - < ' • _, ~ ---

-~~:_Ce.a~-'-.6i~:_:o;-~i~i!t-~~ri.1· I 'di~~~~~;·_t~-.-~h6i~- -~~iod 'of a~ .. c~led cl.assica1 ~xism--

. ;.tl!.c- -~-c-~l1~~~t-~;~ti~j-_-: ia89-i:9i4-~~~=~·-~ ·a ~~ -:rritirludel an·-Qz:g~~~~icns.J.·:·_~--;' 
.:.~rlu~ej_·~~~\1~-~~-~-t: a~~,~~--· ~is~~if1c~~t-~~- e~ a ;~~;. ~~1~---in_,_the case ~~-.the 

. --.~-~~ '': • ·:' .-- -· ,•: ~ .. ._,. 'l' --·. 

·concept of- a ,new reiati.ori6_hi.,P ot' worke-r Urid ;_intelle_Ctuai· at_ 2.' turning·:p~i.rit- in ,, 
w.·~t&;;;·· i848_~i66J.~ that-·:ta·_~·ma.de ~--~ho1e Part--tho~ :1t- o~~~pi~~- b~t a_ singl~_ ~-
'ChS.;te·~~ 'Did ~oM_a~,.k-'"'bY?. Hell1 .the Iran18n_ you;h did ~~e _out that __ ~~~-ter 
·-t~-:~r-~si:~te_. B:l;ons_ with tlie Humanist -Es&e.ya as' ne~esse~ to -:~:tr. patticipati0i('1.n''' . -

. '<1:-

But· the .nev. gen."'rC"ation o~ · revo1ut1onar1es 1D the- u.s •. ~e::-e sO pre-oCcu-...... , . -- . 

. _p_i.ed_ Jiitb _decent"iaii.zat:ton tho.t i.be fatal. ccn1.radict1on between trui.t ana·:their 

-~~:B. UfC_ .~? -~' ~tte~~ion ,to·.~~. _sta~e-cap:ttal.ist -~:nature o:f' ·the_ Commun:J.et: ··''~ 

_ell:~is~ pai;ty~ceant· .that_ very. nea>:ly; e~verything .Wtl.S eubordinated .. to. activism •.. It .. ' ·-. . _/ . _ .. -. - . - . . . ·- " "' - . . . . ' . 

was~'t,_unti~ .:tr..e ~Q70s, wh~XJ: ':the r.!omten.1s Li~e~·ation Moven:erit aJ.so_,.ke:i)t: stressing· 

dece_t;l~ra.:--:'-~~~1.?.!1 Sll9-_,_· at~-; sam -~~me_,- refused:_to-disrecar~ tl'>..e .male chauVi.nism; 

in, ;t~: ?'i.t;~;_-: ~~:t~ 1~ _ be~a!OO.:~~~-~ that ~he ne~- :f'o1.~m o:f'_ organ:zation coul.d · not"be · 

k~Pt-. :in,a separate, compartment- from. that'_ of' ph11osophy.:. It wae:tr..e_n thRt- we .. tum-; 
~,,_ .... ,. '-:·' -- -; - > •• -·- - • 

ed to Phi1oa'opby and ReVOlU.ti~n~ beginning with 11\Jhy Hegel'l lfuy Nnw'l". -- a Fhi"t 

--~ili:Ch:· ~t ~tie- ~ci' :the BroDe ~1~: considered the ·g~~llan dialectic "in and ror it-·

Siifu·.' riot' sep~t-s.t~·f'ro~ b-otli MBrx 1s phil.oaophy of' revolution and Lenin's J?~l~~o-
,_~,~ph:i.6 ambi-Ya.J.ence. The -Youth~ 1Yomen's Liberationists, as well as the Black dimen

siOrl, hWe·ver~- .. apPre·CiS:ted. ·chaPter 9~~· nNew ·p;;ssio~a a.nd New Forces" rather .than 

clifiPt~·i<l, -nAbo"ol.Ute ~egS.t~~ity M Nm~ .. BF:gi~ing11 , vhich did get dcn.'U to those 

three firial. sYllOS18ma in depth~* 

In the mid-..:l970s ve t'inall.;y got. to kttOw Marx's EthnClosica1 Notebooks 

:,-1,,c .... ,.,, .. _..~*?a:tet• •.. in .. h!.C: disc_u.ia1on-nrt1c_1e.:m -'.-'OraAn:l:O:>::\'ti.nn"!~- Grcwth nn~ th~. N.~l:::~ticE= c.!' 
.. _ _- __ 

1Revo1Ution .in Perma.Tlence ~ 11 he.s ma.de- a trUly nriai::tai contribution in. seeing mere:. 
\.'·than ''A.I:.y' 'of' ti.'1 b~fo:c'e_ ha.d seen in the- £\Ctun.l teJ-.."t _..;r the .1!53' ~ttC_.['~ .I?.P:_ the Ab_~ 

'~-".'"":':~-Y-~~ut~·_-raes:;::, · - - - · .7ES09 
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~:-;;a _vor7 _out, t~~~ab?~~ :_~t :.~~~~- ~~-- ~~s ,-~~ _ iD ~'~~-~· ___ .--~is_ is whC.t ~- ·-~~-; 
a.J.l work' at .--t'Or _out· age.. He~e. iD why -Ve 3o ·urgently. need_ a new -type of' nember and 

'.<;·.,.;;-_,:":...j·~""' '·· ·.:'~,_::-:.~: .. -•. _;·· - ' -.-.-~-- ,,.,/:,-- ... ;::' ... -.- .• _,, ~---'·'''·'~ . 

--~~-(1·'._-t:?::-.~~-e ... o~_'aelvca. o.s. a new_. _tyPe ~of' .-ire_mber ._t_o conti~~ the' developnen~ o:r'.vhat 

,-~E+'~~~kf f ~6,~:.H~;~V~~ ~l:iic~-~;:_·.:e~~~;;~~n:·· ha~-~~;~'-c~;_;; _;~~~~~s, 
.::Let -US not· :forge~ \fhat that gre-at· ::::eVo1ut1vllaiY,_ Rose._ -~u>remburg,._ did_ -_t':~:L~ ~,---~A~ 

''· O~ci~,:~~t~~-~ di~c~~~ ~-~ ~~:·fe~~~s.f._':~-1~~-~~~"·~~t ~-~-;~~-.:-~~~--~ 
·_,_.;. 

quest:Lon of" the re10.tiriilship of 
·,_,· 

,~b.o~b.- she :-had not."w-orked cut the answers;: she helped :crea~ '·ai:.::atni.OaPhere~--tbat->' 
. mO.kes_ it·-~t:!pos~ible any longer 'tO ignore ill the ramif':f.cationS of' ··apolitamiityi·~ ,· 

~. -,. ;lof..arx's· Critiq~ of" tOO Gotha Progra.riimer when reread--ldtli t~-_total.ity of'. 

. . . 

ce.J.J:. the :Third' H6rl.d. fllld --t.ba ·. OOv forces ·of· reVcil:UtiOn ·as·-ReaS-On~--.- be~ ':it ,_-WL;' Ftac:k-
~- - '' _.,- ,- - .. 
'or._ Youth. ·-;..~d~~ded~ e.' Z.e--exrurl.Uation' <of' au· the 'great ieV01Ut~~-ari~S~' --:e=sp~·ci~ll;.. 

· ~nin; and-'Lwterilburg· ,' who'··se.':tred_· t.O be so. deeply diYi;Oed on- th~f· q~-Bti.?U·'O:r':Oi.~i&ni

~at_ion•·, It w_as_:.t~t _re-_eXe.rdnation in·.this· ~ar.-·of' tee MW-x• ceDt·e~I-y/irl ·hi~i~·,· 

n~clea.r Wor1d,.~-1n- the 'imperative ·'nature Of' .. the~ chilll.cnSe to.'.po3t:MarX'='~r~St-~/_.-·-~ 

·· .< which .. would. notrlet revolutiOnaries off s·cot-..:f'ree· of· t"~ · .o'r.gS,!::.i2Rt!O·~o;., Clciist.iO.i:i:i 
·._. 

-- - ~- . 
The youth need al.so tc dig iJ?,to the f:f.t"st cha~~r of .. Pru:t ~.~~ .-~~ ~;-:~J?~-te 

._, '- ;:_.-

wi.th the ~~~-~heo.n Vision of-the young Marx 'l?efor~ he ~a~ __ a MarJ:C:f.?~-!;-,w~.~--he,.,~~s. 

s~~~ a Prometheus B~U?d, when he ~t;~ ~~.~~a young Hege_l:~an_ :~1839:7';~-~--~~t. ,f~ng 
in some minor gaps in H~gel's monUII!ent_al HiStory o-r PhllosoEhi ~- --~ ~king him~. 

~r::.' 

·self that imperati'\-e question: -· 11where to hegilt .. "' 
• ' - c ' -

When we talk about "tho~t-. ,- ' .. ·:];. ·- "· . .. 
can see that Me.rx was the great~s-1?. of",-~· 

·:-· <;•;·, 

Decomtng a thought 

d1Yer "Wid an· riCti,!iSt' in tJ:ai~ per~oU Ueman~s nothing s~ort !-'~.practicing _the ,chaJ.~-.-- . - . ----- "' .. --- . ·'-' ,_,. -

~nge t~---Sii·p~-st-M.arx f.larxi~t~, and thereby creating such new groWld f'or .. o1·ganiza-
. -· ~, .. 

·t'~·~n~- ~~Ch.concretization o!' MarX'S reVOlutiOn in permS.Dence, a~ ~0 f':lnd a -new:~ 
__ ,. _ to:let"the ·actUal- revolution be. 


