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life. aud that h• appc;lltu it wuuhll."vokc rl!.~p~~uscs that ;nc HtiW latent. 
Thi'< i~ why it matters so•mnch to his ar}!UIIlcnt th<~t hi~ llwory. no m:atter 
how much of it cnm;cms the dct;Jil of contemporary politics and the 
m:atlcr nf mt•dcrn political science, is :.m c,;xprcssinn of an indigcnr.m. 
lndi:tn tr;adition t)ftlwught and practice. Politic:Jiiycrcativc thcury cnn, 
in his view, t•nly- _be the rcintcrpretntinn ami the remaking-even if 
sometimes a radical remaking --of tradition. Heilcc it WtlUld at one level 

, be missing the point to remark that many of the key concepts for 'o\'hich 
he relics upon Indian sources arc also found ~n classical western 
tradition. tvlchta is well aware of this; he is sometimes as apt to <JUOte 

-Plato or Afishltlc as the Vedas or the Malwblwr:ata. llut'he recognizes 
that the coim.:id~ncc of major traditions ofthought_and practice does not 
mc:trl th;Jt w.: can abstract that on which such traditions concur and 
poss!!ss it imkpcnd•·ntly nf C>U~ own participation in any tradition. 

Mehta's :argumct.t ~hn1ughout this hook is dcu:o.c and compact, :uul in 
sl.ctching its main outlines I have had to ignore important components 
of it: -ctmlli.:t and violence, !or cxanitile, and the rclatiOmhip of 
nationality -to the nation-state, On these tOpics, as in his central 
argument. what Mehta 1>ays is sufficiently exciting and compelling to 
make it cxct:ptionallyimpOrtant that he shtJuld present his idcns :tt much 

grc:lter length. 

-AlaHlair Macintyre 
Vanc.lcru:u Uniu:~>ity 

ROSA LUXE.\1/JURG, IVOMEN'S 1./BENA T/ON, Al'w'/J MARX'S 
Plf/LOSOP/1 Y OF REVOLUTION by Raya f)wwyc~·skaya. Atlanric 
J/i';;h!amls. NJ: l/uma11itics PTL•ss, 1982. Pp. ,,-;;, 234. ' · 

Everyone i·ecls in his soul that we live in troubliug d<~ys c.fcapitalist 
contradk-tion. I'wfiHn:tking.presscs prefer texts of :..-1arxiulogy to. 
other polit_kal works. Urban bookstores shun the classics ofhistory, hut 
provide large shelves fm "Marxist sludics," "\.,.omen stu-dies." ''black 
studies." and ··:\!<.tmlogy. rclig.\on, :\1\J philo~ophy'' cu·c). :\!though' 
mainly rchullcJ hy economics department'>, Marxism has made a 
discreet entry (often in weird partncr~hips) to phiiOSllphy and literary 
criticism. t\ good dc:1l of crude Marxist imagination and \'Ol;lhulotry h:ts 
conquered the 'pcech habits of"thc brighter studentS." Yet the work of 
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R.1yo1 I )IJIJa!l'\"!-<k:tyol has IWL'II unju!-<1\y Jit'!!kl·h:d. I ~-;,-n think tlf nnlyonl' 
!!OOJ n:a~nn why thi.; should be su: :lc:ull'llli~· 'lllll~ness. Those who 
cultiv;ltc the !V ·'Jl'"' r:udy share 1111.' table with lho:-.c who sniff:uulllrink 
tht: wine. Yet it i.~ more profitable t<) en!!age with this writer in essential 
lliall);_;ue ab1,Ut the world's pro:-.pects than with countless other:-. who :ue 
more popular or more prestigious. While finc·tun'ed Mo1rxbt conl· 
mcntr~rk:s keep being churned om. Dunayc;·:-.kaya, who ll01:-. been a 
revolutionary militnnt for fifty years, £ives us Thc Acts of th~ Apostles. 

She is not a "socialist of the ch~tir"-onc can !>~';.trcdy imagine her 
Sitting down. She is wh:1t migl1t be c:tl/~d in ;1rclmit· pmlanec an agitator 
or political jourmllist. ~1ost nf hlT activity h:is bci:U in Detroit, where 
~he has hccn ill\·olvcd, :11 close quarters or frum ~tfar, in dr:('ndcs oft he 
I<JOglcd politics nfthc Extreme Lcfl-frum the hcruic day;. of the CIO to 
tho!>e of the i'BFO (N;Jiinn:tl Black Fcmini!>t Organi1ation). She i:-. a 
compcnJium 1)f wlw·i.,·who in libcnl!ion nHwcmcnts from Zan!-ih<.~r to 
Tiruna :111d from Teheran t•J Lima. She i!o. an intc/lcetu:d of the 
harric:•des. )'ct she ptcfcrs to work in an 'atmosphere of argumc:1l, 
pcrsua!.ion, and fr::cdt~m. That much is Jemou .. tmtcJ by her concern for 
~d1<>larship, IJistt.lrical, u.ccur:1cy, :~nd (by her ligiH~) philu~uphical 
consi:-.tcncy. Those interc ... tcd in her life :md work and her· m:my 
fascinating associations may co:isult the collection of paper ... she· has 
deposited in th.: Labor Arch:·:es of the W:1ync State University. 

Since Dun:tyl'\'Skaya's )'C:trs h:t_\'!.' been :;pent in the nitty-gritty 
slrum~k;; nfthe M<~n;ist revuhllitlnary tn•wemcnt 1\) cxp:1nd its strength 
:.nd correct it~ tendencies, !-<he has llC\'Cr cah'tTd In her nwn !-.df
adv:mccmcnt. Asitk from :1 gn·at 1.kal of fu1:_;i1ive journalism, l>hc has 
puhlish~J four hooks: .\lurxhm and Fn·n/om: !'lzilu.wphy unrl Rt'l'o
lution; s.uwna/i."n· Cm111111111i.H11, _.\Jar_\lsr..l/umani.\"1/l lllld tin· ,..~fro
Asian Rt•\·oluriom; and the volume under review. In pr•-,pcr Marxbt 
style, e;~ch uftlwsc w,lrb is a mixture of agitprop and phi!11Snphy. They 
arc written lol urgt• and .rbtair! a curnrnilmcnt. But they arc not wou!y
hcadcd lmnb :rt :all: I hey arc au effort to tran1-crihe for in:dlcctu;tls what 
the straight anJ true p:tth ,1f :\larxi:-.rn is aut.! to :-.hnl\' hol\"tlw society r~)r 
which Marx fought and made philo:-.ophical rrm·bion i~ laboring to he 
born in alll"OI"IIer~ uf the l":tllh. Adrnillcdly, Dunayev!>k:ty!l tlocJ- not 
uprcs~ her view.~ in enol, \';duc.f rce 1-entence:". She follow:-. hl'r master, 
v.ho ca~tigatl'd ac<.~dcruic writing in his owu doctur:al thcsis· on 
Dcmocritus ;tnt.! Epicuru:-.. If we tlo nnl meet "ladeys ··or "tunning 
dogs," we will find "tail·crHkr!>" :IJld ":~~y~nwl nppnrtuni~m" :1:ai :m 
"explnilathc, wci!>t, .dicn;tting sy!->lcm." etc. t\fler ha.:king thnn:gh this 
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!ojllTial argnl-<lf in:.~. II (whidt is, afll'l ali, the mark ui il life ~:huscu ami 
li\·':d i\(~Ctlrdin~ lu a n:-1 !;tin prutucol), tii\C cunfrtHlts a thinker of grco.t 
iniCICSI. 

We m:c:d 1t1 loc:ate llunayenl.::.ya in the galall.y of Marxism. She is, hy 
her own Jcr.:\ar:Liion, a·· !\I ar .\.ist humanist." This mcans,lir.sl of ;a \I, that 
.she is a fL·rn·nt adn•c:uc nf the human h..:ing :as maker (If himself: 
rejecting thought -of any higher intelligence or higher creation (in 
Knlaknw:.ki"s words, ''the sclf-·Jcilicatilnl of mankir,d"). It means, 
secondly, that she places hc:wy stress on the dcvclopmcnt:~l continuity 
of Marx's project :mJ writings, and insists on I he imparlance of the 
Pad.; manuscripts, w_hcrc, according to the_ author, arc to he found in 
embryonic philosophical charily the Claims by which- Marxism is 
pd\·ilcgcd tobccontcthc "science-for_ a \'aricty tl!' worldwide 1110\'emcnts 
of liberation, howe\'cr dispar.atc they might seem to the n:1ive observer. 
Third. it means a resounding rupture hetwecn the true Marx and the 
leaky kgacy lcfl to his followers by Friedlich Engels. Not only did 
Engels bequeath to the ~ommunist movement a fn('Chankal and 
complacCnt tcndCucy, but he misread and distmtcd Marx·:; interpre
tation of the man:.woman relationship in his work on The Origin oft he 
Family. Acco;·ding to the author, 01 cni"cful, reading of Mar~\ IR44 text 
in conjunctillll •,~,•ith the newly a\-·ailahl::: £tlmologi<'.d lo,'ott'lmokssets the 
mutter strait_:hl. Similarly, Marx. ~1gainst·thc orthodoxy that prevailed 
in the Second lntefnational, was prepared to favor socialist revolution 
in underd<!\·eiopcd c~:mntrics without any bourgeois interlude. Thus, 
according to Dunayc\'s!-;.<~ya. ~I:Jrx's thought provides for a more 
~li\· .. •rsc. p:morama of lihcr:ilh\11 than m:my uf hi:-:. priucip;tl licuten1mts 
had bclil·vcd pu:-osiblc or Jesir•1hlc. Culuniali;.cd n:ltiuns, racial 

"minorities, fcm;alc!oo mt: all privilc£c:d tu ~onsult the corpus of 
uncontaminated Marxism filr illl idcni.ifici.ilion of their role in the~ 

'c\·o\ution of manh:ind from sla\·cry tu frcl·dont. They must not, howc\·cr, 
mistake or iur~ake his.incfutoiblc insighi.s (this w:.1s ~ p1 ublcm for Rosa 
l.nxcmhurl!). "Our :tgc," Duna}·~·v!ikn.ya v. rite~. "has the :tdvantagc in 
that we fin;:lly :u c i:l P•I.S~cssion tlf ue:1rly all or ~brx's works" (p. 12l). 

Dtmaycvsk:ay:.t rc<opcct>o dialectical philmoph)" as the truth of the 
v.orld. She dues not bc\i..:vc that :\lotr't ever deviated from his early 
hmn:mistic fommli;ltion: his philo~ophicOL.i :mchorage cun bC identified. · 
frumthc t':trl\" writing~ throut;h the (irwulri.HI' to Capital and the GotJ-..Q ·. 
l'ro;:ram; and that is Jeci.~ive rnr tuday\ ICVHiutiunary mn..-cments. Sbc " 
:lllrillutcs to ~larx ''Mlc dialectical cunl."eptual framework ... m~c-·.' 
motiun-<~ living, feeling, thinking, acting v.- hulc"(p. 119). ":o;o doubt..-~ 
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~ht: :nhl~. "a l!ar in the l..uowkdgc uf l\lar:.;i.,t~ re!'lultcd frnmthc failure · 
to i..1111W the linmdris.w"jp. 140). The world and its h!\'olutinnary acts 
arc It) he intcrpr..:ted thh1:1gh wh:tt the autlwr calls ''Ahsnh!lc Method. •• 
Thi~ is, first of all, ;11\ appropriation nfthe re\'clationthat l.cnin had in 
Zuridt wh-;n he first rCaU licgci'J- Logic and :HIIHlt;tted it: second it is an 
... xt~:n~ion of th1..• wpprndu:mcnt of Hegel nnJ 1\larx presented in 
Marcusc's Rm.wn and Ucvolution. It i:s, csp.:Cially, a follow-uP to 
M.tr ... ·s famous sentence on Hegel: "The greatness of Hegel's Phcnn
IIICJW/oKy . , . is the dialcetk: of ncgati\·ity as the moving and cresting 
principle. "To me," tht: author declare!'>, "ph'ilosophy did not mean 
dialectics only 'in gcncml,' hut, very ;,pccifiealiy, 'negation of the 
no:gation,'which Marx had called 'a ne~ Humanism'. "This might seem 
a dtlgmatic :tnd slanted cmploym..:-nt of Hc_gelian rc~ources .. 

The focus of this hook is :mnnunccd to be Rosa Luxemburg and her 
rc,·ohninnary ..:onncction with the feminist ..:onsciousness. \Vc ;ne tuld 
thou thi!-> connection can t'lc taken further than is commonly supposed. 
The personality ·uf Luxemburg. h~r po~ition in international socialism, 
her cuumgc, and her patho~ arc well expressed in the earlier chapters. A 
prinr:ipal poinuhat Duuaycvskay•• wishes to make is that (pact• Nett!. 
Luxcmhur~·s c.xcdlcnt biosr.1pher) LuxcmbUig W:t!'- :t tot:-11/y libcmted 
\.,.ozl:an whudid not go intn a decline following the rupture of her liaison 
with l;.·n Jogiches, but went ·forward tn ever more productive ;~ctivity. 
This is demonstrated very convinciugly. The book is r.ot. however, 
really about Ro~a Luxemburg: ra:hcr, it is ahout some of the lessons 
that she tea.:h::=s as much through her error:. as her indomitable will. 
l.uxcmhurg was a first-cla.~s r..:vulutionary whu got her economics a hit 
wrong. could nut rcconcilC philo~·ophy with or:;;mii'atinn. :md, in f;~ct. 
suffered from "ncar tone-deafness in philosophy" ip. 120). 

Tt:c tclcoloyical relentlessness of .. Absolute Method" is veryd_isccrn
illg in pn1du..:ing arch-\·i\lains, Nil!ains, mixed typo.:-:-;. and heroes. The 
villains·art!' legion: Engel~. Bernstein. Kaut~ky, 1-'lckhanov, numerous 
McthheviJ..~. tiu: vinual whole tiC the SPD, Sartrc, Althusscr, and. it 
t.:HC)> ',\ithtHJt !'l:tyinl~· Stalin and all hi<. rroscny. There .-.rc ancill:.ry, · 
tlnwutin~ hcrnc~ Ji~e variou~ t\bolitinui~ts. A:n~:rt~..·an black women, 
and raJic:1l feminists who ilcver read much :\larx. ,\ud there arc person!'> 
whn were equipped fnr grcatne!'ls if tho:y h;zd nnt harbored various 
hlindnc~~cs: Lenin. Tmtsky. l:uxcmbur!,':. llcrbcrt ~fareusc. Marx. 
hmn-\·cr. b _,u!fidcnt Utllo the day if 1catl corn:ctly and with emphasis 
on the ri~ht tc\b. All stzatcgics nf!'ltrugglc need to bc!'luhmitted to his 
canunio:al authority. 
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Wlt:ll 1hw.' ;a nunhdk•vt•r make ul :Ill this'! In my_iml1:me:nl,lhis is :m 
iutclligt•nt. th•lUf!h C:\t'C!-.Si\'cly putcmical :mel nptimislit'. tract. After 
rcadiug all uf Ray a I 1un:ay('\'skaya'!-. hooks !hat pn~'uane ttl gathtT ;!lithe 
wrcll.::hcll ul' the c:arth hcncath the umhrdla of "Ahsulutc Method," 
n•ft•rring all tlh.'ir indi\·idu:tl and cullccti\'C frustrations and dcspcr:uions 
111 works th;.at Marx left unpublished and a discovery that Let lin mOJde in 
the library, I cannot say th:tt the messy Wtlrld -looks much clearer. 
Mar."'ism (nc\'cr mind oth.:r"Jibqatinns") is toJay so split into separate 
and warring chapcb that it resembles Protestantism and liberalism, and 
probably ~tbo Catholici~m. It is also "for rent"' to forcCs beyond it. Tho.: 
great "-isms" arc in trouble. The earth is not, I think. embark~d on any 
privileged, though S<~nguinary, journey_ toward wilat Dunayevskaya 
considers fitting ail(l humane. Moreover, like most contemporary 
progressivists, she cannot imagine or portray ,(cxcej1t in the most 
abstract terms) what it would be like for all human beings to Jh·c 
together' with equality, Jignity,-autonomy. nnd justice. She rejoins her 
ant<~gonh.t Bernstein: the end is dim, the process is all. I suspect th:l.t in 
order to .!lurvivc tomorrow, :mrvivors of today \viii ha\'e to for.s;:1ke mmt 
of their \'isions of what we might become. They will hnve to think in 
terms of what \\;c muM Join Oidcrlo stay. But Jeading thi.ibook could 
profit them. • 

-G•'('rJ:l" Armstrong Kc/1;• 
I he John~ lluplins Uni\·c;oity 

T/IH /.EFTA l\'IJ RIG//7:':,~: A CONCEPTU~1I.ANALYSJ.•·;OFTI/E 
ID'HA OF SOCIA LIST RIGIJTS by Tom Campbell. l.cmt!on: Rout~ 
lc•clge &· Kcgan Paul. 19SJ. Pp. 253. S/1.95 (original paper). 

· This a stud); vf the theoretical compatibility of sociali~m :and the 
pmcticc of righb. 'rhc :1rgumcnt focuses un certain vulnerable presup
position;; nf the lihcrnl conception of rit;:hts n.ml criticizes b;>th libcr;ll 
omd "rc\'olutiotllil"\'- socinlisl" theorists, !he !alter he~nusc they h;.Jve 

·adopted the "n:u;ow" coucept of right:. de\'Ciupcd by the former. 
Camphdl seeks to excise the liberal content from the cOIH.:cpt, anti, 
through a shift in rhcoreticalussumptions ;1bnut \\hat it is tn have a 
right, accord the pwcti..:e a place in socialism. whereby soci;1lism is 
meant .an iJc:a[ ;uragcmcnt conforming: mure or less tu_Marx 's sketch •1f 
conununism. Cumphcll is careful not tu :-.addle hi1mclf\\ith a defense of 
the historical prospect of ~~leialism,so understood, but imtc:mJ concerns 
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A Look at Books 

Insightful !Warxlst Analysis:. 
Duncf11evskfl.ya•s Perspe.etives on lil'riea 
KevlnAnde~ 

"Raya Dunayevskaya, ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN'S LIBERATION AND 
l\1ARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION (New Jersey: Humanities Press, 
1932), pp. xii, 234, $19.95 hardcover, $10.95 paperback. · 

Ray a DunayevQ'.aya, PUILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION: 1-~rom Hegel to Sar~ 
tre and from Marx to Mao, CNew Jersey: Humnnitles Press, 1982, orig. 1973), 
pp. xxvli, :m.. $10.95 paperback. 

Rtlya Dunayevskaya, MARXISM AND FREEDOM: From 117S UnW Today <New 
Jersey: HUill2.nltles Pres:;, 1982, orlg. 19511), pp. 381, $10.95- paperback. 

TilE RA VA DUNA YEVSI<A VA l"OLLECI'ION,l\lanJst-Humanllm: Its Origins 
and Development In lhe u.s., 1941 to Today (Detroit: Wayne State University 

. Archives of Labor History and Urban Afrairs, 1981}, pp. G561+, $00 mlcrorilm. 

The tiUes listed above constitute the bulk or a forty year contribution to 
political and social theory by the well-known Marxist humanist writer Raya 
Dunayevskaya, who in 1962 completed her third book on Marxist U1eory. This 

Kevm Andel"'<!!l il liD Adjul>tl ~l~~nr ln Sodol"'I' Ill the Cullt'f' of Slalet> bland, (''Uy IJninnity of N•w 
\'orlr.. 
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writer is already familiar tu lung-lime Atrlca To-J2y reader! through her first
hand reports on The 9ambia and Ghanu_(Jcly'and December, 19G2). The new 
editic;ns o£ her work by Humanities PiUs {1582) z:.nd the Wayne State Universl· 
ty microrum a:•Uection (J981J have Hnally made the whole of Ueasily accessible 
to hiterested sel1olan. EaCh work listed above orfeis ti1eilrelical and empirical 
insights Cor A!ricantsts. This review_ will look briefly at each tO get nn overview.· 

Rosa Lu:sembGrg, Wome11'1 !.lberaUoa a_nd Marx'•- PhliMophy or Revolu· 
tl')n centers around anal~ of women ahd noo-Western soCiety L'l ri!!e.tionsh!p 

. to overall._ theoielicai·Issues)n)Maf?llS.iJ:i. Jn __ the_ sect! on .on .Luxefnburg, she 
unearth~val_uable and ~ew material en the relationship or Arrica to the disputes 
inside the WestEuro~n lett, parUculariY lhe:German SPD. In 1911, when Lux· 
em burg broke with the. conservative SPD r'eildenhlp three years ahead of Lenin, ·. 
DunayeVskaya shows lhat it m~.uxembtirgj$"ofposiUon to German colonialism 

· in Mrica that precip!tated~th1fsplitand the ensUing debate. In 1911 Luxemburg 
had criticited the party-~~~~ ga.Morccco ttiusly: _ . 

,. -,,- . .,,~. 

''Let us add that -in the Whofe of the leaflet there is not <me word aboul 
the native lnhablta:tils t:{ the"colontes; riot a word about their rights. 
interests and suire.zings because ot lntei-naUonal pollcy. The leaflet 
repeatedly spc&ltt or 'England's sple'ndid colonial policy' without 
menllonlng the periodic raml.'lc·and spread of tyt'lhoid In India, ex
termirtation oC the AU!tralian aOOrigiMS, and the hln)()potarnus-hl!!e 
laSh on the bocks of the Egyptian fe1Jah."C25) 

: '- , "" I '! •- ' > '" 
Slle also traces Luxemburg's ~er.: with the question Of Namibia." H!lvirig shown 
that, Dunayevskay& goe:! on to present a crltlqucof_Laxemburg't; position on na· 
Uonallibl'r&tion, where Luxemburg oppostd national independenct' movements 
as utopian and renc:tlonary in the ern of imperialiFom. She nlso gives nn Incisive 
critique of the J'hilosophical and economic underpinnings ol Luxemburg's great_ 
work en the theory of imperialism, The Accumulation of Capital. 

In Ule section on women's liberatit~n. D:.mayevskaya d1scasses L'le relevance 
of eady African women's revolts such as the tm lgbo Women's Wnr against 
British Imperialism to present-day struggles or women In the Third Wor-ld. She 
analyzes women's participation in modern upheavals In Mozambique, Angola_ 
and Guinea-Bissau as weD as Portugal in the 1970s, and goes !rom there to a cri
tique or the 01lnese and more recent Third World revolutions from the vantnge 
point or women's liberation. She views women as a crucial and newly emergent 
"revolutionary subjed"-in the 1980s. 

The last SN:tion or this book deals with Marx. Much or It centers around his 
last writings on Russ!a and on non-European society such ns his little-known 
Elhnologlcsl Notebooks and his 1881 letter to Vera Zasulltch on the possibility 
of a direct transition to socialism irom lhe Rwslan pre-cupltallst communal 
\'lllage. Dunayevskaya shows that all of Mar.~::'s m.e.jor last writlng!J; Including 
the last edition ot Capital, Vol. I (Paris: 1872-75) which he personally prep.tJ.red 
for the printer, show the lmportan.ce or this theme of alternate paths tc human 
emancipation. Dunaye\'skaya quotes Lafargue's 1002 complaint to Engels that, 
arter his trip to Algiers, "Marx has come back with his head run of Africa and 
the Arabs'' 1191). She concludes the book by arguing that with these last writings 
"Marx'slegacy Is no mere helrlocn:, but a live body of Ideas and perspectl\le:s 
that Is In need of conerdlzati_.n."(l95) No-.vt.ere are such late writings of Marx 
more relevant than to Arrlcan studies, where Marxist class analysis is increas-
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ingly being applied. Dunayevskaya's new reading or Marx shows an opennt:SS 
on his part seldom found in past-Marx Marxists. She shows that he intended much 
of the framework of Caplt.v.lonly for America and Western Europe and was work· 
ing al his d~th on new approaches_ to non-European society.,. 

Phllosophy and Revolution Was originally. is..Wed in: 1973 and. has heen 
republished With a new_ introduction. 11le core of lhis book's discu:;:oion of Africa· 
is in the-major ciutj)ler ''.The African Revolutluns and th~ World Ecc:::cmy." 
There, Dunayevskaya maintains that: ''The African revolutions opened a new 

-;page in lhc· dialectic: of_ thought as well as in world Wstory",(213). _She then 
discusses African nationalist leaders and theorist.-. such asNkrumah; Senghor, 
·and F3r.on. It is Fanon whom she finds the closest to her own view when she writes 
that despite the great achievementS of the independence struggles, .. we mwot · 
soberly faL-e the present blea~ reality"(217); She concludes: 

·"The greatest of the;e tragedies, however, is not the external but 
the internal one, the separation between the leaders and the led in 
independent Mrica. It is to this we must tum beca~ without lll3S3eS 
as reason as well as force, there is nO way to escape being su~ked 
into the world market dominated by advanced technologies, whether 
in production o:- in ~reparation for nuclea~ war. ''(213) 

The rest of the c:haptel- explores the ncocoloniill relationship of the world economy 
to Africa and offers a critiqu~ of dependency theories as well as conservative 
development theories. ' 

But its Marxist analysis does not end U1ero. Instead, Dunayevskaya continuts 
it by returning to where she bt:gar.: tht! living hwnan subjects who have the power, , 
in her. view, to alter. economic relaUor.ships, theAfricanmasses.Sbeargues that· 
dQpite Ule wurJd ~.-.nomy "iieo...vlunlalism Could not have bei::a1 reborn so casl-

. ly in Africa had the revolutionary situation continued to deepen."{23&) At the 
core of her analysis is the inter-relationship of political and economic factors: 

''Preciscly'because the African masses did. at the start, feel that 
they were not only muscle but reason, holding destiny in their own 
hands, there emerged what Marx in his day coiled a new energizing 
principle. 1bis resulted in the growth of produ::Uort cv~ in societies 
whose economy wti restricted to a single crop."(237) 

Despite the setbacks or neoc:olonialistri, she concludes the chapter by arg-.1ing 
that the 11ituation in Africa was still ''fluid" In that: ll) new revolutions were 
ready to emerge In southun·Afriea, (2) the youth had shown resistance to 
neoco!onlaUst regimes, (3) the neocolonial social structures in Africa were hllrdly 
as firmly implcmtcd as, for example, those in Latin America. I 

But Africa I1:1S importance in PhUusophy and RevoluUo., far beyond the single 
chapter on Africa. Dunayev5kaya's central concept is that of an "open" or .. un. 
chained" dialectic where, she argues, Hegei CrmJ. Marx) "present the structures 

1.1 ~.-.employf"d thil fromii'Wtlf\ Ill m1 paper '"TheTanunlan :4odlolllfthil"d Wodd Development: Alter 
T\o't111J" 'iun.'" pnMnlN lll tho• CUII!"ra Soc:ioiOII:IUI SodtotJ', &tl.lmont, Man:b lii!IS. 
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not as mere fact, not as hierarchy, not as pinnacle, but as movement" {39), and 
\'lew human reality as "one long trek to freedom"f43). The African revnlutlons 
or the 1950s and 1960s were, to Dunayevska)'s, a key example of the cenlia1ily 
of a dialectic of fn:edom to human history. For such 2 Marxist, African revolu· 
lions are not a place to "apply" a ready·made theory, but a unique humuri ex· 
perience out of which Marxist theory can be reconslntclcd for the Pl-tSent. 
Phllo5ophy and R~Wolullonalso contains valuable discussion of Lenin, Mao, Marx, 
and Sartre, theorists not without relevance to African revolutionaries.· 

Dunayevskaya's first book, Marxism and Freedom. orlginaUy published in 
1958, at first glance seems to contain Utue on Africa.- But there is much of im· 
portance to Africanlsts, such as the lengthy economic and poJitical analysis of 
the outcomes of twO major revolutions, the Russian and the Chinese. In analyz. 
Jng post-revolutionary Russia and China, Dunayevskaya w;~ with great sub
tlety here!lncept or state-capitalism, first developed in economic writings In the 
1~. B).ll in keeping wiUt her present Mnrxlst humanist stance, she stresses not 
only economic and political categories, but also pbUosoPUca1 and ideological ones, 
as weD as lhe relationship ol!!pootaneity to revolutionaryuphMval. The analysis 
ol China r-eads especiaUy weU in 1953, given U&e collapse of the l\taolst dream 
during the last decade. This secllon had earlier seemed too !!:harply critical ol 
Mao's experiment to many readers. The concepts of state-capitalism and of spon· 
tanelty ~ttd humanism developed in lhls book offer many vantage points ror a 
Marxist analysis of the contemporary African scene. Her overall concept or 
socl~list huma11!sm, first artkule.ted here, was developed puaiJel to that of 
socialist humaniSts in Africa such as Nyerere and Senghor, ar.d especially Fanon, 
who wrote during the sarric perlcd. 

·The Raya Duna:fevslt.aya Cullect!oa includes virtoolly all o£ Ray a Dunayev
skaya's voluminous ether writings, plus many by people wUh whom sbe has 
worked, from her earliest days as secretary to Trolsky in 1937·38 to today. or 
special importance to Africanists arothefollowingdocum.ents: (llHer 1959pam
phlet Nationalism, Communism, Man.ls&.llumanlsm and the Afr.Aslan Revolu
UC!!! (~2723); (2) her wrlUngs on West Africa in 1961 and 1962 befcre and after 
her trip thcre(290&-3153 passim, 31M-3151); (3) a 1976 series of "Phllosophlc-
Politlca.J Letters"\5182·5..~)(1) which lnclude discussion of the Portuguese and 
African revolutions oll97f.76, the civil war In Zimbabwe and the Soweto upris~ 
lng; (4) the 1978 pamphlet Franlr. F.anon, Sowelo and American Black 1'11oughl 
(5305-53631, written by two colleagues or Dunayevskaya, Lou Turner and John 
Alan, and Introduced by her. · 

Taken as a whole, Dunaye\-sltaya's U>.ree books and the Wayne State Univer~ 
sUy collection contain an important contrlbuUcn to African studies by a writer 
who has spent a llfeUme as a poUUcal acUvlst es well as a theorbt. The pastlonate 
eocmmlbn'!nt to human HberaUon ls never a.bscnt from Dunayevskaya's work, 
yet at the samo time !here is no lack or theoretical end analyUcal rigor. 

NlUCI\TOOAV 
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/ 
· Jla 111.Ji ',:nsni ltnltrlh·i ,li- chi riti~·n~ 

pouihi!t .lrtomin4r·r l'rsstrt ntllf2 pre· 
Junt.dluidit4 Ji un Ji'l~tn'lismo interio· 

. rr n, 'lllllntn,uno, coglic·rr:r il mod· 
mtt:ID frnmfttnnfns:ito. Si t.~aua, inwm· 
mil, Jtlltr rum riJf4ribiliiJ Ji Jut 
lirYlli Ji cor.ot(C'nloJ, l'un.r, nonostan· 
It 1,li rviJtrrli limiti ltortlici, saiJ11· 
,;rnlt' ra.Iic.Jia ntl f,mi quntiJiann Ji 
:m'a:wr.r tJrJrrlrltll" proMrmarinata, 
orrcro nan nincniJt.s dill dtJto dt!IJ 
ccmtillgtn::a im,lt'diattJ, · l'dJra, pro· 
pria ~' il JUO alltl ;.nzJu Ji proMrmtJ· 
tiritJ, Juantflrata J,;Il'rl/dlualttll Jf'l· 
l'rmun:.z r proit/IJIJ in s(rrc chr, 11l· 
lr1 fint, non 10no in gr11do Ji comprtn· 
dtrt il concrtlo Jrl vit•ut. M11 st Ia 
urrtlla trllri.J ridr Jcll'itwtilti Jell'i'lt· 
fe1."', Jrl trortla, il qr~alr. t~ll'alfo 
pr11tim non rnoJtrJ c.apacillJ nrll'~tgirt, 
tl ttflrtll, 11111'41 piU, puO so,idrrr 
Jtl •s.J•m intdlt/11)• dr!l.J Jtn.'t'tla, · irt 
CIIp4U ,/; ptntlrltrnt, m.:lgr~tJo l'uppa· 
untt. tddrn:.tZ. il pro/onJo Jrllr t'lfO· 

tii-J:.irmi. Su un ri:no piti Jirt:tamw· 
U psirnlot,icn, si Jr1111a ddlo sconlr,rrsi 
Jr Jur allr;.r.i.:mtllli nti ~on/ranli dtl· 
/'rsisUn:4 cvtmot.-ti d11 un /fJrlt JtttJ'l 
di •.rup"iaritli•, cia~ ddla rtcip,Xil 
puu:.innr Jcll'4ltn•i •it;fcrioril.i•. II 
riso Jr-1/;~ s"r.'a r il so,iHJ drlfilosQ/o 
sorrci i frr.omrni rrlt.'riori di talr stn· 
timtJfln !lbhllrbiCdlo nl'll'inJimo dtila 
crurim:: sintoiA. II filoso/o si st«ca 
Jrl/'immrdiJit'WI JrJ srntirr pt'r spo· 
tt.arsi s~f t·rmmlt complrsso dttllintd· 
litter•:; /o~ Jttrrtlt.J it.'tora /11 pouiMitJ 
mrd,~simJ Ji qucll11 cur.Jf{tSiitJ, lr,~~t/11 
com·; al untro tldl'rssrtt. Dut' fotmt', 
insot'ft1114, inconcilillMli Ji •ra:ionaliiO•. 
il cui lll/t:rmarsi i' rispctlir.amrntr 'do· 
l'U/O J/11 prroritJ d~ 1-icnr 41/ribuilll 
o J datn conosrftir.o 11 cui Ia rkcrc11, 
Sf'inrolatll Ja contingrnu Jrurminalr 
Ji bttv~ rrrpim, puO cr.nJurrt, o tdla 
/lm:.ionalilil Ji Ul'lll strumtn/JJ:ione ati.J 
11 muor~rri •pru}iru.smrlrtr• 'ntlJ',unbi· 
to Jt/imit41o JeiTa snlirlot utili/it qtiO• 

<' ... ~J)imw.sio~ ,::., 11· 3o 1. -!'I R:lt 1 pp· ~o'~.t~4. 
tidiana. In fonda, /1.1 s/oda drlla ritt· 
:ivnr della raduta JtlfilosO/o nel poz· 
zo non puO condudtrsi, poicht no'l puo·, 
concluJrrsi il divtlfirt Jrl pemitro U• 

mano. 
Fabio Banani 

R. Dl!NAYEVSKAYA. l'iloso/ia tt ,;. 
t·olu:iottt, uad. it. Ji M. FUgau.1 e 
A. Vigorelli. Milano, Fdtrinelli, 
1977, pp. }12; \.' R. DUNAYEV
SKAYA, ROJa l.tiXcmlu.rs:. womrn'r 
libtrJiion ;~nd Marx's pbilosopiJy of 
m:olrllion, Adantk Highlands, Hu· 
manities Preu, 1982, rr- 234. 

Puhblicato originariJmenlt: all'inhio de· 
,_r; • .mni Stllanto, Filosofia c: rivolu1:ionc 
hiJ rapprewt/11/o e contin~a a rJI'Pie· 
Jrlt/arr uno dri piU signi/italivi esrm· 
pi di un11 reet:.ianr. Ji liegtl operata 
al Ji /uori del marxismo am:Jemiro. 
L'aulritr, giJ 'nola al lrllore iMiano 
pt~·la pubblica:ionc drila sua d!tra im· 
porl311lt: opera_(traJ. it. 1962) ~nata 
in Rt~nia, ma si rtr:s/rri ancora bam· 
hif.na negli Swi Unili. Ag!i'anni 19Jl· 
18 risale Ia sua conOJt'cnza Ji Trockij, 
chtt influen:.O no:ft•ofrnente pa;U Jella 
sua produziont ii1ltilrlluale t Ji cui /II 
segrrtada c col!aborll/rice durante l't· 
silio mrnirann. Tornata negli USA svi· 
luppb, maturanJo un semrrr piU mar· 
catu distarco Jallc posi:ioni trotJHste, 
tma analisi della re11ltiz sovirtira sulla 
barr di un minr~:ioso esarne Jeflr idee· 
tuida Jri primi Ire piani quinqucnnali: 
in lair riurra vrnir'a meno- in rilievo 
non sollanto, il caratlerr hurocratico r 
Jispotico Jrl rrgimr staliniano, mtJ an· 
chc e sopralltlllD if suo ~efinirsi com~ · 
uno stadia dtl tullo nuovo dtl ,cllpiltJ· 
lismo mondial('.·TrtJ il1942 rd il J94J 
pubblicO i riJultati di queslll sua- inda· 
ginr ml rapita!ismo. Ji Slato suvietico 
in una uri~ Ji atlicOli appa~f; JU 'rildsu 

.· 

amrricant; l'imptltlO dtllt · ttii_ della 
Dunaytvskilya fu ftlrernaminle pasta 
sullo scen'ario della ri/lessiont politico· 
econnmica -della sinistra intmraz.ionale 
c st n~ ritrot•~ tracritJ irnche-. irJ. quegli · 
Julori cht, proprir/-in qu-eg/i lutt:i, co· 
mintia11atto ad oduparsi Jellt· nucwt 
td i'1quictdnli /ormr assuntt rlalwtali~ 
tarismn (ad es., A. Koestlu). 
Nrgli anni Quaranta c Cittquanta- par
Jecipb allivJm~lllt a!ir loJtr dtl movi· 
menlo operaio americJno e ini::.iO qur./· 
l'ilinmrrio :torico t"h'e Ia {'Mtrrd, 1:tl 
19,8,'·al/J sua pritntl ri/ettura in chia· 
ve umanistica del marxismo,:signi/ica· 
tivamcnte accostaltJ aile analisi fOm· 
piule dll H. Marcttsr in Soviet Marxism, 
che fu pubhlicttfo ntllo' Sll'sso· 'ttimo 
{Marxism and Freedom ... from 177(, 
to Today ttuifptt a Philosorhy· and 
Revolution e slata rt'rtntemellle ristam· 
palo tlrgli .~tali ,Uniti if: acc~sioiJt Jrl 
centesimo tt!lniversario dtlla · morlt Ji 
Marx). 
Nrl 19J5, dopa una lungd' lffililatlza 
nella siui1tra amcrirJJna., la -Duna)'tV· 
skayJ costilu) a De/roil l'or~aniuaz.io· 
n~ marxista·runanisla cNcu; lt Lenc-ru, 
il cui omonimo organa di stampa csce 
tuttora; itl tsra e prcscntc in modo t• 

splicito if ritonosrimcnto dtlla ./un:do· 
nc Jirellarncnle pOlitico, '•organiz:.ati· 
,,a..; dtlla filoso/ic~. Nel rapporlo sulla 
organiuationc dd Plmum del New ar.d 
Letter Committees, citato Ja M. Fuga:· 
:a e A. Vigorelli nella introduzio11r al· 
Ia vrrsivnr italiana di Film-ofia c' rh·o
luziOne, si lrp,f.t i11/atti chc cib cht di·. 

· slingue origir.a!mcnle qucito movirnt:n· 
lo ~ il crmnubio Ira· «Una forma di or· 
f.aniua:iont: Ji comilato ch.~ cotriPren· 
dt sia lauoratori . che intellettuali, sia-. 
nrri chr biancbi, slauomini che_Jonnr, 
[in t;ui] Ia filosofia non·; .. un' ingrt· 
Jiente aggitmto. E'.il nuclto centrale» 
(dl., p. 9). Va ricordato tulltwia co· 
mr il rapporlo: tra filos!Jfi.i e- pratica 

, risalga ntll',;laborazione 'leoricll dell' lit~· 

'· 

t;iCe, il suo Primo! llpprojot.dimtnlo 
Jello rludio Jrl ptr.sitro Ji flrgtl cbt · 
si rrll giJ concutinato ntl J95J. con: :: ·~ 
Ia · pu.bblicaz.ionf tlflft sue. Lett ere sui· 1 f:: 
l'icle2 assoluta di Htigel. E'. signi/icali·. 1 :t\ 
1•0 a questa punlo limarctJre.comf, Ji · :. 
li 4 poco, il ricono:;cimento Jrl/11 ne· ) · 
ussitd di una rilettura dtl rtipporlo . 
Hegtl-Marx rd _J-n p11rticolarc Jr/ trm4,.1 * 
della dialtllica ~ dt•fla ·conlr4Jdizionr.:: f 
si al/ermasu in un oriuonlt trorico '· \: 

'scgnato Jalla crisi tMla vruhia orlo· 
1 

j 
Jouia rnarxistaSeninistll ( b12rti qui ,;. '; 

.corJart twnpli/icalit•4mtnte ii rtcupt· •: 
ro Jtlla Fenorr.eno1ogia dc11o $pirito' 
cnmr strumento per _una lellura Jrllc. 

.~pa.tologia borghesr nell11. costitu:iont fi· ·.;· 
loso/ica Jrlla cn:lica dtll'tconomiA, o i 
pionitrislici lavori 1lf G. LukJcr r Ji 

, H. Marcuse). · 
•Percht Jl~gtl, · pttch~ ora?•: ancor12 

1 

ponendo questa Jomntula l11 Dunayt~ 
skllya 4prirJ, ntl 197J, il capitola ini· . 
,;,1, Ji Pbilo>:>phy and Revolurioo. ;: '' 
From Hegel to Same and {rom Man ; '·· 
to Mao,dovt l'atlualil~ di Hrgtl vitnt :. ·'; 
colt11 nella ctntralild Jle concrllo Ji ,, ·1 

tmoluto t ntl/4 possibilittl di utilirurt 1· 
it momtnto Je/111. lffgazicmr tlt/ld ne~ .: . k 
ga:ione come un farmidabile slrumtnlo ·:: ~~~< 
interprtla~ivo tlti. proctssi rivotuziona· :: 11-
ri del prrsentr: ·.c;o cbe /11 Ji Hrgel !i 
un contcmpora;reo t lo strsso molii!O ; 
che lo rendeva cos? attudle ptr Marx:'< 
l'rl/icacia della' dialrltica dtlla nt~ati~ ;.. 1

' 

t•itd,per_ un perioda Ji rivolu:ione pro-
1 

lettJria, proprio come per quell'rpo'.: :: 
Ji "gesta:.iont~ in {ui Htgel-era visru: · 
lo. [ ... ] 11 suo- mttodo' assoluto ha una: 
for:a. Ji atlra:iJne- Str11orJinaria percM!:, 
if r.ostro _bisog11o di /tori a dtri11a Jall~r ·: 
globalitd Jelfa 'risi- attuJ~ [ ... ] B' or· i: 

_ mlli tempo Ji 11/frontart Hegrl sui suo:. 
susso te"eno,' il nrttotlo ~tsroluta, elM !1 

sappiamo,jn ·foSI4mlr mo11imtnlo _r1l!;: 
insieme cosJ "infle'rsibilt• J1 rron pit~;:i: 
gtJrsi eJ·Jcun(noiJanZtS 4Ssoluiii:E d0ji 1 , 

p~oprio p:_rche e I~ Jitli~/lica ~tl,JOI.I.tl7 ,: 



to, rl contin"o prou!sU Jtl Jir.•tnirt, 
il rwtoJo Jell'"IIJSol~tlf lttglltit·itJ", 
riot ; Jrll'autmuotimt,lo,- JJuJoatlit•itls 
eJ aJJiofupeumtnJo (tr4d. it., Cit~, pp. 
18, !1). 
QutJ(a lrllur,r Ji llrgd- chr ne. mrt· 
te in· rilitt'O ,fa 1m lt~to l'illltrprtlazio
nr u;,ranisJic4 J,tant 44 Marx t Jllll'al
tro LIJo 14 rllzllltniont poliJico·rifJCllutio
rwrior lrniniana - mir4 Juirttur 1.1 riil/· 
(trm·ITe come l11 /ilosofi4 non ti pong4 
com~ sempliu r-isp~cchicmenlo ester
no ,M rralr, btnd sU 1,iJ ;,rtrrna tU! 
tJJo. '. CiO ck coslituisce 14 novit4 tro
ric• t!i quts/o libro t Ia J'IIC%2 iu lucr 
Jelln' eum:i.lit4 della irrtcrprtla~ione 
leni•ru•u J,z/la /iloso/i4 d'i Hegel ( nri 
Qwdemi filcrSOfid) td in particolare 
Jell.• iJrnti/icniont Jell'iJr4 4stolu14 
con 11 mor:it.ttnto .Jalla pr4tic.J. 4/la 
ftoti&•. u,. llltro punto cht umbra im· 
porf4'1lt ritb,·arnau t l11 cumidtr.nione . 
dtl/.1 /ilosofill come fenom!nologi.1 delle 
.-nuO\<e {om:: c delle nucm: p2Ss.ioni•. 
~tde t1 dirt cor"t /tnomtnoloy_;a dci nuo
vi SOI!gc'tri c6t si prt/igrmmo 11 par/ire 
dt~t.fi 1nni Stslfnl•. Comttrtlfl4ndo qutl 
pasro della Sr.ienza della logi~ in l"lli 
Hrg,rf J~finis'c~ Ia .negWo11t JtJla nt· 
ta:imrt romt •il scmplicc punto J; ri
ftrimt~nto ntt,tZtir:o tZ sC. l'intirr.a font: 
Ji Ct,11i tutivitd, Ji ogni sponlanto mo· 
t'imrr.to dd/4 vit11 t Jrllo spirito, 1'4· 
nim11 Ji4Jellicil l"ht o;:ni t'tTO possirJr 
in sr steuo t per cui soltanlo C un t•t· 
ro; prroccb; solo . su qurJta soggc-Jti· 
ti/4 •iposa il tog!irre ddl'oppMi:iont 
tr• cC'nUito ~ rraltJ ~ •lucll'uni!J che 
; 14 t'tritd• (/raJ. it. di A. Moni t C. 
Ceu, Dari 19741

• Vol. II. p. !J48). 
l'mltrkt rim.srca non solo il ruo!o chr 
quest,, souellir:itd rivrstr in H~grl. 
m• s.,ttolintot con /oru. u.ncbe come 
l'impll/lo hrgditmo si rit'tli relllmentt 
Jirompr11tt q~!mJo, 11114 rJDit.t r~uiun
ta il r:rrtict tlell'4uoluto, t'irnt · aJ rs
urr mlpi/4 aJJiritums lti msoluta ne
gativiti. 

L'Hrgtltrattcggi!llo JaU,, DUnajrvsk)·a 
t Ia suss11 riltJtura Ji A!Jrx, ·Ltnin. 
Trockii. Mio, Sadrt, riiMtono forlt· 
mtnll Jrlla Gtt'cnz.iont chr 1'4utriet pa· 
nt aJ un.z /ormulazione originalt sia 
Jrll"onctllo Ji polilico (t di riuoluzio
nr come movimtnlo rtale t polo Jia
lrllico risptllo ~lila jiloso/i4) sia del 
conalto J; soggtl/o cht rmrrgc nti 
mrwimenti radicali dtll4 naslra epoca 
(nrgri, stuJenti, donne, giovani) coli 
pure come nl'lle lone di libcra:.ione 
Jci popoli africani e nrlle riuoltt dci 
parsi dtlJ'Esl: qucsti movimrnti sano 
l'oggdlo J(ll4 trru td ulti.r.a p4rle di . 
qutslo lihro sprsso 'p:ovoc.ttorio, m3 

cht rcuntemenle a/Ire inlertuanli t· 
lc11unti Ji ri/lrssione su qutslioni non 
irriltt•atJti Jrl prntirro filosofico·poJi
tico contnnpor4ntO. 
L4 ridt/iniz.iollc · Jell'anl4gonismo IO· 

diJ!t neUe forme Jri mutamenti di 
fonda inlcrurnuti a livcllo dtlla 'sag· 
gtllivitd moJern4 ( su bast socio-t:nlto· 
pologica) scmbra inoltre costituirt l'e· 
ltmtnlo di r4ccordo tra lc /tsi drlla 
Dunayevskayc e It' piU 'rcctnli /ormu· 
la::ioni Jrl/4 cosiJJrl/a •tcoria dti biso
grti'": in e'ntrambi i C4ti virnr in/alii 
mess11 in Jiuussione una conuzione 
del mtitxisma came trori4 oggrlliua 
Jtlla transizione, come metodo lincart 
Jtl proceuo rit-•olu.:ionario. a cui uitnt! 
contrapposta 14 r.t1ll11rild gil -politic4 
dci souttti sociali antagonisli; rna Ia 
rdic.Jc Jissolu::ione Jrl politico lr4· 
dizionalr cbt' ne consrgur non sembra 
cOn/rontnsi con Ia dinunsione proget
l~t, chr aggtll4 forUmtntc ucrso 
prob/rmatichr propric della s/cra dcll'e
Jico, llltrimtnti riprrsa in parte dtll4 
ri/ltssionr della sinistr4 turopta. 
Nell'ultimo libra Jedic4to a RoH Lux
tmburg. women's liberation m Marx's 
philosophy of 11'eVa!urion vient J4 un 
lato compiuta un'alltnla ricolnhione 
drlla •Jinrtnsiant /rmminist4" della /i· 
gura ~ dtll'opera Ji R l.uxcmburt (/i· 
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nora /rJsturJitt sia dagii s/udiosi ma!· 
XisJi si4 Ja quetli rton·marxiJti) e dal· 
l'altro Jato 11itnt musa ir1 lurt' Ia im
porlan:a Jcl/a ana!isi dd runlo dt'li11 
Jonn,; nq,li u!Jimi scritli di Marx. LA 
Dunayet•sk,;ya sottolittca comr R bx· 
rmhurg abbia solle-valcJ ;, 11tl111itra pre· 
corritrict un problema omrora ampia· 
mente prrscnfe nri-mrwimmto 1/i libc
raz.ione della donna degli ultimi Jran· 
ni, vall! a dire qutllo dt•lla "spr.tr/11• 
neua· c della sua connesrio11e con Ia 
Jormw-parlilo, ovvrro quefla chr t'i(•nt• 
indic.ua come «fa qutJ"tirmr della au· 
/anomia•. Dopo r~na 4ccurata ricostru· 
:.ior.t dl'i movimentl piU, signi}icalivi 
della biografia della Luxemburg com· 
piuta m:lla prima parte drll'oprra ( dal· 
Ia rivoluziotst del 190J alia rotlura, 
ne/1910·111, coit Kautsky, (ilia pOlcmi· , . 
ra con l.cnin, ulla Jeoria Jdl'accumu
/,;~ianr del capilalc r della crisi), la 
Dunaye.wkaya si sol/rrntll sopratlul/o 
ntl capitola V li 'del libra sul/a t(Jn· 
ntHione t~a «quntior.r /rmminile» e 
lolla contra il ri/orminno, nella ~ui 
prospettiva l'aultict riconsidrra anche 
il rapporto 1111 R. l.uxrmhurg c C. 
Zetkin: .,ra /oro comunanza rhroluziO· 
naria si manlenne su tuttc /e posizi11ni 
per Jut dcceimi: Jolla Iotta conJrO U 
ri/ormismo a!l4 /Dua con/:o il mililari· 
smo, all12 lalla contro Ia burocraJiz.:a. 
zionr Jti sind4cati ·alia opposit.io1tr al
Ia gurm:l» (cit., p. !JO). 
Un altro motivo di inttr~sse Ji qr:csto 
libra ~ costituito Ja u11a riva!uta:.fonc 
Jrlla oprra marxi!znd, chc conies/.: ld 

. validit4 di ttSute tra il ~iot•anc M.trx 
ed ;I Marx drt~.li anni dell 1Jma111titiJ · 
L'autrice iniziti a compi(ft Ia. sua·'ri; 
costruzione ripr-rnJrndo 4/cuni. ,fd U· 
mi ~;,; pt(S!:nli nellt su~: opert prtCo"lt·' 

·li: Ia trasformazionc Jrlla ~ritoclu;zio· 
nt /ilosofica" hrgtlian11 nr!la _lilosofia 
Jt/14 rivoluziont tfi Marx, i tralli NU · 

· ralitnli dtl •nuovo umanrsimo• r.ur· · 
xista, per giungtre, sull4 base _Jrl/a ·~r-, ,, 

w1tr trascriziont Jrgli Ethr.ological No-· 
tcbook:>-_ of Karl Marx (a· cura Ji L. 
KroJrr, ASstn, Van Gorrum, 1972) 
a ·riamsidtr4re if. ruolo che It queslio.oti 
sallrr,atr Jatl'anlropolcgia e d4ll'tlno· 
loR,ia dcl/a 1tconJa mflls Jell'OIIocen· 
to ebbao nrllo sviluppo Jrl pmriero 
di Marx: «Come il giN~anr Marx, nrl 
suo t•riil1o rirmlgersi all'tetmomia, sco
pri if proletariato comt soggttto r.hr 
sareb/.c stalo •brcchhro tltl capitali
smo: e guiJa della rillolu.tione prole· 
taria, rcut alia fint ,-\farx f .. -ce scoptrlt 
onrora piU nuovt allotCU 'si inJirizzO 
agli stuJi anlropologici ·della Ancient 
Sociczy Ji Morgan• (it., p. XI). 
E' nato che le lcsi di MorJ(4n srgnaro· 
110 'un dccisivo momf!nt>J nrllo sviluppo 
Jell'rtnolo;,ia come sc!enz11 auJ()noma 
t' chr Ja esse,edalltricti-ch,Ji Bacbofen 
w Munerrecht, Engrl.r tr,issc fpunlo . 
n_r L'origine della hmiglia, deUa pro- ·l 
Prieli privatae de1lo Slato:(1884) ptr '1 
dimostrare la consisunza, delle Jtsi · '~.: 
marxianc sulla tramitorirtd dtl/4 orgll· ;:. , 
nizzaziont /4miliarr borghe.rc, Tutt4uia ).,' > 
l'tiutrkt me/It in rilicvo, proprio al· ! 
tr-av~rso un'aJJtnta . ,l;samin4 Jegli : · 1 

Ethnological Norebook1:s,come i! ttslo ''i 
t•nzelsiano sia tutt'alttG• ch~ Ill •tsccu- ~ 
zionc del larcito• m.m-i,mo: in rssi si ~] 
et:iJe,tz;a in/alii Come prr M. arx; a Jif· tl, !. 

/cr(nza Ji Engtls, cltl'ltnli Jrlh: op. 'i ;; 
prrssione in general~. c,Ji .qurlla drll• l.; ;: 
JtJnt1J in parlitolllrt,- fi' ttcino ~nth~ '1; 
cll'intuiio .. Jrl comuniSlffO ·'primiti:.oo t ~ -:':-. .;1 

11on siamo quindi torrclati solt11nto J ·'' i·"'i 
· mrcra:'flt'nto Jd matria,tllliJ. r .!,, 
In ~p~l!t.ir>"t tli trnttlliui (rel.li,llltiMi ... til~~~+-·· ·' 
annt Js ttlrDfJUTt r:t/ltJIO _t.rlt~tniO I• ir 1;·,::~·- :.<. 
pmM:a Ji •piU Mllfn, 14 o.,..,. ·~·;"f. 
vskaJa ribaJisu i1 'cnlll~'- ttJtflp41/c, 1 l· · . .:.~' 
pur nell" ricdHtu dtllt llltitolftitP~i, ;!_~ ' 
dell'imprtsll_mPxiu4,· •/i E~ ti • 
Nottbooks' riPPrt!tlfllllfl /14~( rMitrltt I):' 
non solttlnto "" rtllpcftflllll_ ~ ;. 
Jri!J produziotlt DdMfl.' '"" C'Mfri. 
buisro~o .'""hf • •I• l.llft. ,...,_ 
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marxiatta come /(1/tJittii. [ ... ] Con /'a
ualisi d(t/e open dc-drca!t: aile wcirtJ 
primitive [ ... ] Man; Si immen.• ndlo 
studio dd/o svilr.ppo rmtJitO itt Ji/!t·
rcnli puiodi s/orici e 11ella /(mdamt•n· 
Idle relazione uomu-donna. Egli tiene 
perO fermi conccui Riii el<Jbnrati rrc·i 
suni Manoscritti - Economko-filosofici 
del 18-t4• (cit., f'· 1~U). 

·val!!ri;~ E. Russo 

Fwtlori d.z Magt.•n/a a Muntt·bdlu, 
Catalogo della Mosrra at Cisternino 
del Poccianti di Lili'orno, a. cura di 
C. Bonagura, l... DiOclli e L. Bernar
dini, Roma, DeLuca, 1983, pp. 395, 
I.; 20.000. 

«Storia e arte» pii1 ,-be «SioriiJ dell'ar
;,.» i' il principia infomul/ore dd pzm
tuale e ponderosa volume Fattm i do1 
Magenta a Montebello, che accomp,;. 
gnava Ia ruerte·.omoni"!a mosll;a or
s;aniuata· dal Comune di Livornu pres
sa if Cistern ina del Paccianti. Per chia
rire mepJio i/ s.igni/ica:o e l'imposta:io
ne del lavoro condolla d11 CriJtitta Du
nagura, l.our11 Dindli c Luciuno Dcrn!lr~_ 
Jini, occarre perb fau piullosto rift·: • 
rimento tzl piU ~tmpio p;ogello di ri· 
r:erca ·poslo sollf!. J'er.ida dd/'Archivio 
"dei Macchiaioli, ·u ur.tro diretto Ja 
Da'rio Durbi che, o/tre a ·curare il ca
lalogo general,_. degli f!Tlisti del mot:i
r.zento, .si e.sJX:ime anche atlraverso una 
collllllll editoriale in cui Ia publica:ione 
livornese si imcrirce come num~·ro 8. 
T.'Archivio dei Mocchiaioli si pone in
Jaui come esempfr,_ di metoda per Ill 
raccolta Jd Jocumenli - Jigurativi e 
non :__;, e l'anali~i dei /atti - sociali, 
culturali, politir:i - legati allo ~vi/up· 
po dell~ tendenze 11rlisliche, secondo 
un rigoroso intento storico-documen· 
lario. 
11mblemalica di tale nutodnlogi.J oi· 

ltCoJ C, dtrt•i, Ia J~::.hme. ,-/cdic<Jt.t, 'ncl 
z·olumt', t~l _ .. Cfinu Jc! -'59 ... ·u 1859. 
amJO Ji f!.Tom pl'm ttt'!la Jforia dd Ri
wr~:imcrs/o italiimo, rappreicrs!r: iiz Ta. 
uana, aclzm lt'mpn, l'cuforiJ pt'r l'indi· 
pc,tJt•tt:a ragf!iutlld t:, i/ timorL' Ji un 
JrrJJimt''llo della rol!siottt' politica ill· 
ltJmo al/'idcollC 1111ii.Jrio. La rit'I'OC.J;:io
llt: Ji t.Jl'" tem{Jt:rie attraurso Ia docu· · 
mcnlatiom: rt>latir•<l <1~--concurm, b,m.-· 
Jittl dal Govcmo -,:rovvi.wrio toscarsn 
p,uidato d11l Ricdroli, per l'esrcuzio11e di 
,.;,,;1.' opere_ d'ilrte ( dipinli, _ r.tonumen- · 
ti, mt:dJgli~) celrbrative delle' t•irtic 
mltura!i, patriolliche c militari itu!itJ
nt>, illumina reciprocamentc le victmdl' 
sMriche c artistiche, dando quindi per· 
fcllamente cotJ/o- gratit' anchc ad un 
sapfJre quasi crcmacbistico - dcll'ur· 
gen::a e della penetrazione Jdl.z politi
ca ndla cultura I! nel quotidi.Jno, in utt 
rt>ale, pupolare e mpra/lullo non uru: 
ra!o semo di pulitica cultmcle. 
Pt~ttnri, come e nota, partcdpa e vine~ 
nella sezione del concurso ri~err•llta ad 
utz dipinto rclativo alta battaglia Ji 
.M .. genta. Mt~ prima di gitmgerc aJ 
analizzau le .generi c Ia r.._,alh:.a:;;ione 
Jelf'opua fa.tioriana, gli -autori ci in
seriscono appunto in qud «clima• scn
::::<1 il quale l'intrrpreta:ionc pi11orico1 
·tmn avrebbe Potuto esrerc ch.: arJisti
c:amcnte legnosa t' conceitualmentt: 
«pnmpier», -
ArcuntO .zflc prcocwpazioni politich~· bt 
umo Jtrello troviamo cosl l'imper,no 
a Javorire il conrributo Ji lelttrtJii e 
artisti al programma di gouerno. mosso 
ar.che dnlla Iucida Comapevolc::.a chc 
- rome cbbe 11 scrivere in seg11ito il 
Po;gi nelle sue Memorie del Governo 
della Toscana - .,.j Iubitanei scom•ol
gimmli aveuwno prodnlto gravi scon
crrli e to/to agli uni c ar.li altri molle 
occ4Iioni di lavoro•. 
Un'af/rrmt~z.ione quo!Sia di sconeu:anlt 
c ammirevoic realismo: non puntare 
solo sull'adcsione dr-lle fane cutural-
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