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Between the . S. and Afnca

On this double 20th anniversary of the fummous 1963
March on Washington and the first publication of Ameri-
can Civilization on Trial, the struggle continues. The
planned August 27, 1983 March on Washington is taking
place when the deep economic recession spells out - De-
pression for the Black world, not only in tenns_of unem-
ployment -— especizlly that of the youth which is an

"incredible 50 percent — but in the whole field of civil

rights, where that supreme antificer, Fresident Reagan, is
trying 10" roil back what civil fdghis strugglés had achieved
over the past two decudes.

.Reagan’s  retrogressionism - makes it mware imperative,
than ever not to leave these stark facts at the factual stage -

alone. Otherwise, all we could report is that the Magnolia

- Jungle we described in our first edition is as sxcaming as

it was when Buil Connor unleashed the fire-hoses, vicious
dogs und cattle prods against teenagers in Birmingham,
Alabamz and four young Black children were blown to
bits in a church there —— after which Schwemer. Chaney
and Goodman were tortured and murdered in Mississippi.

~and Viola Liuzzo was gunned down and Rev. Reeb club-

bed to déath following the Selmz to Montgomery March.
Indeed, that jungle is still at such white heat that Black
‘youth in Florida have erupted |n r:vnlt for three years in
-4 [ow,

The wmuth is, ‘however, first, that what wus won through

the last two dccndcs was inseparuble from the intense new
furms of revolt.- The turbulent 19505 wilnessed the birth
of a whole Third World, central to which was the Black
‘Revolution both in the U.S. und in Africa. Secondly,
inseparable  from  and simultancous with that, was the
Marxist-Humanist banner that American Civllization an
Trial raised in the context of the whole 200-veur history
of the U1.8,, whose civilization had been put on tdsl and
found guiity.

In 2 word, to separte a philosophy of liberation from
the ‘struggle for freedom is to doont Us te vet one mane
“unfinishcd revolution such us has characierized the .S,
from its binth, when the Declaration of Independence was
meant for white only und left the Bluck enslaved. It was
becuuse this history, not only as past bul as present,
remained gucist on the 100th anniversury of the **Emanci-

pation Pmciumanon" that Lhc Introduction 16 American
Clvilization on Trial was entitled:, **0f Pmriuts. Scoun-
drels and Slave Mast:n :

Historic Turning Points: S!sva Havohs.
Woemen's Dimension, Antl-imperisilam .
"What American Civilizotion on. Frial disclosed was -
that, at each histefic tuming pomt of developmem in.the
1.5.. it wus the Black masses in motion who proved to
be the vanguard, Tuke the question of the sluve revolts
leading to the birth of Abolitionism, which had created a
new dimension of Americun cheracter. It is not oaly, as
we pointed out, that: ““They were inteZracial and in a

‘sluve society preached and practiced Negro equality. They

were distinguished as weli for inspiring, aligning with und

fighting for equality - of ‘women -in_ an ‘age when . the ©
women hud neither the right to the ballot nor 10 propeny

nor to divorce. They ,were internationalist,” covering

Europe with their messuge, and bringing back to this’
country the message of the Irish Freedom Fighters.” It is |
that the vanguard aature of the Black dimension in the

Abolitionist movement has much 10 say 10 us today —

even when it comes to Women’s Liberation.”

Take so simple a matier us a name, specifically So-
Jjoumer Truth's name. Keep in mind what the question of
choosing a nume mesns in toduy's Women's Liberation
Movement, which has discussed widely the question of
not bearing one's husband’s name. But did anyone other
than Sojourner Truth include a whole philosophy of free-

.dom in a chosen nume? Listen to her stery. She said she

“‘talked with God,™" 10ld him she refused to bear o shive
name, and asked what should she do? “He' answered -
her as {ollows; Sojourn the world over and el everyone
the truth about American demucracy, that it doesn’t exist

- for Blacks. That was how she decided to call herself

**Sojoumer Truth," .
Woman ps Reason us wellan Force has ulwiys ‘been
hidden from’ history, not to memion philosophy. Yet, us

- carly as 1831, the very year Nat Tumner led the preatest

slave revolt, Muria Stewant spoke up in public < the fint
American-born womzn, white or Black, to speak’ publi-
cly. Her appeal wus 1o
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. 'O ye daughters of Africa, awake! awake! arise!
no longer sleep nor slumber but distinguish your-
selves. Show forth to the world that ye are endow-
ed with noble und exalted faculties . . . How long
shall the fair daughters of Africa be compelled to
bury their minds and talents bencath a load of iron
pots and ketiles? . , . How long shali a meun sct of
men flatter us with their smiles, and enrich them-
selves with our hard earnings: their wives” fingers
sparkling with rings a.nd they themselves laughing ~
at our folly?” '
Totul deafness o women ‘shaping history estended into
the 20th century, even when it wasn’t a question of the
righis of any single person, but when whole musses in
motiott fought — uand won?

In Africa, in 1929, tens of thousands of Igbo women

~had self.orgunized aguinst both British imperialism and
their own African chicfs whom they asccused of carying
out the new Brtish edict to tax womer. It took our age
and a new Women's Liberation Movement 1o bring forth
just such pages of history.!

The wvanguard natore of the Black dimension is seen
‘also §n the struggle against bmperialism at ity earliest
appearance. Take the question of the Spanish-American
War, Blacks sensed its imperialist nature and became the
very first force in the world outside of Latin America
itself 1o organize an Anti-lmperialist League in 1899, In a
word, whether the focus is on the Civil War in the U.S.
or the world anti-impenialist struggles, the Black masscs
m motion showed their multi-dimensionality.

1n the very same year that the Aunti-Imperialist L,eugue
was forthed, in u different part of the world the revol-
utionary Marxist, Rosa Luxemburg. wrote:

*‘At present, Fersia and Afghanistan too have
been uttacked by ‘Russia und Epgland. From that,

t.See Judith Van Allen's “Aba Riots or igbe Women's War™ in
Wehemu 6: no. 1 (1975). An olaborated version also appeared
in Women In Africa, Nancy Hafkin and Edna Day, ecs. (Siankovd,
Ca: Stuniord Univ. Press, is?ﬁ} See especially 2 sloba! view af
tevelutionary women in Hosa L
and Mam'a Philgeophy of Revolution, | Pp- 79—112.

the European untagonisms in Africa too have re-
ceived new impulses; there, too, the struggle is
breaking out with new force (Fashoda, Delegou.
Madagascar). It's clear that the dismemberment of
Asta and Africa is the final limit beyond which
Eurupean pofitics no longer. has room to unfold.
There follows then unother such squecze as has just
occurred in the Eastermn question, and the Buropean
powers will have no choice other than throwing
themselves ont one another, until the period of the
finp] crisis sets in within politics . . . etc., ate.”’

The kirth of & whole new Third World in our age cast

" a new illumination both on Luxemburg's flash of genius

on imperialism’s rise-and on the litle-known ‘page of
Black history conceming its carly anti-imperialist strug-
gles. The struggles today have reached a new intensity,
and they are multi-dimensional, As we wilnesscd in the
anti-Vietnam War struggles, it was the Black youth who
first articulated the defiunce as “Hell, no! We won't
go!’". Yet it has beconme clear since the 1960s thai cven
the greatest actions need the direction that comes from a
total philosophy of freedom. What is needed now is to
concretize such a philosophy of freedom as the reality for
our ige. . .
Emergence of the Third Worid as Marx
Foresaw It

What American Civilization on Tnal reveals is both
Marx s deep American roots and his Promethean vision,
Take the succinct way in which Marx pinpeinted the
situation in the Civil War a1 its darkest moment, as the-
war dragged on und the Southern generals were winning
so decisively as to produce a defearist attitude in the
North. Where others looked al the military forces, Mamx
locked ab the forces of revalution: “*A single Negto regi-
meint would have a remarkable effect on Southern nerves
v e a warof lhls kind must be conducted along revolu-’
tionary lines . . .”* (Letter from Marx 10 Engels, August
7, 1862), _ :

“From his_very first break with capitalism, as he dis-’
rovered @ whole new continent of thought and of revoiu-




uon ‘which he calléd ~a few Humanism,** capitatism is
what Murx eritiqued and fought agaitst throughout lis
life, Here is how he dcsmbcd the onigins of Eumpun

. capitalism: -

*"The dxscovery of gold and sll\-cr in Amcnc.n,
the extirpation, enslavement and entombment in
mines .of the aboriginal population, the beginning
of the conquest and looting of the East Indics, the
turning of Aftica into a wamren for the commercial’
“hunting of black skins, signalized the rosy dawn of
the era of eapitalist production.” (Cnpltal. Vel, 1
“p. 823, Kermr edumn)

Thc unmusking of Western civilization™s racism by its
. 'Black” dimension in revolutionary. moments of mass up-
" surge makes imperative’ a most seriows return, on this
centenary of Marx’s death, to his critical,
unmasking ‘of Western civilization’s capitalist- foundat-
fons. Just s in the U.S., so in Britain, Westem civili

tion has been put on tral by the Black dimension. This

.- became especially sharp with the Apri} 1981 Brixton re-
belifon. Like the famous Kemer Commission Report fol-
lowing the 1967 rehellions in the U.S. und the current
investigations into the Miami rebellions, the British gov-
emment has produced its own Scamman Repert on the
Black British rebellicns. While the tone of the British
report is more outraged than its American counterpart at
- the stripping away of Britain’s fetishism about its vaunied
"civilization,”” Lord Scarman nevertheless found that
**the disorders, like so many riots in British history, were
a protest against society by people, deeply frustratcd and
deprived, who saw in a viclent attack npor the forces of
Iaw and order their one opportunity of compeliing public
attention to their grievances.”” Being in the business of
empire longer then ‘the Americans, hewever, the British
zuthorities - are more expert in recognizing historic con-

tinvities in" the new forms of revolt sgainst their rule.’
Thus, in its.very first paragraph, the Scarman Repon .

observed that “the perrol bomb was now used for the first
time ‘on the streets of Pritain (the idea, no doubt, co'ucd
- from the disturbunces- in Northemn Ircland).*= -

Frantz Fanon was absolutely right when, in our uge. he

revolutionary .

und the actuality of Marx’s *‘revolution in permanence.™
Marx, on the other hand, began introducing fundamental -
chunges in his greatest theoretical wark, Capital, which
disclosed his new perceptions of the possibility of a revol-
ution it technologicatly underdeveloped lands before the -
technologically "advanced . West, Take the simple “word
**so-called’* placed by Marx-in the title of the final parnt
of Capital: “The So-Called Primitive Accumulation of
Cupital.** Though that word has been disreganded by post-
Marx Marxists, it touches the burmning question of our day g
— the relationship of technologically advanced countries

. 1o the technologwully vnderdeveloped Third World. What

Marx was saying with that word, *‘so-called’’, was that it
simply wasn’t true that capitalism’s carving up of the
Asizn and African world characlcnzcd only the pnmx 'w:
stage of capitalism. (e

To further stress that 1echnolog1cally ddvanccd c.xpn-
lnllsm has not at alt lefi behmd the so-called primitive -
stage of tuming Africa into *‘a warren for hunting black
skins®* and forcing them into slavery in “civilized'”
countries, Marx subordinated the whole section of Part §

. and made it integral to Part 7, **Accumulation of Capi-

wrote: *‘Two centuties igo, a former European colimy

decided w0 catch up with Europe. It succeaded so well umt
the United States of america becume amonster , . 7"
.. The extreme urgency of dealing with that global monster

- toduy demands that the - struggles be tighly woven to-

,Tendency of * Capitalist Accumulation™*

tal.”” There it reached its highesi point — the concentra.
tion #nd centralization of capital. Thercupon, Marx added
4 whole new paragraph to the 1875 French edition of
Capital, which showed that this continued outrecch “into
imperialism *‘successively annexed extensive areas of the
New World, "Asia and Australia.”?

- As Marx then wmed 1o study pre-c.:punfm societies —
be it of the Mative Americans, the Indians in Motpan's
Ancient Sncisty, or the Australian aborigine designated
by Marx “‘the intelligent Black®", -he hit out against
anyone trying to trunsform his chapler. “*The " Historical
into a “Univer-
sal,”” Marx insisted that he had been describing the patti-
cular, histeric stage of Western capitalism; that other
sacieties need not follow that puth.” If they did, they

s

- would *‘lose the finest chance cver offered by history to a

people and undergo all the fdml wmsmudes of |he capi-
talist regime.™ - - - ’
ftevolutions in Phlloaaphy and in ract

Marx's projection of the possibility of a  revolution
coming tirst in technologically underdeveloped lands
uchieved a new meaning for our age with the emergence

. of a4 whole new Third World, as “well as’ new mass:

gethzr with ' a total phiiosophy As we work it ot for our

age, what is needed is a concentration, at ore and the
same time, on 1) the trail 1o the 1980s from Marx"s lust
decude, and 2) revolutionary Dlack thought.

" It was in his last decade thut Marmx discovered still
newer paths to revolution. Present-day existing siute-
cupitalisms calling themselves Communist, like Russi
and China, heve totally abandoned both the philosophy

2. Marx oftan aingled cut tha deep relationship between rish re-
voluticnarias anc all other minordties. A new prolectad 11-volume
cocumomary study, wveiing iie Wnpgect of Gaveplsm oh 5
U.S., Africa and the VWeat indies, reveuls the revolutonary roia-

beiween Garvoylam snd *he irish stuggles in the aarty
part of tha 20th century. Vol. 1 (1826-1912) and Vol. Il {1918

_1920) are cua off the press in November, 1082, adited by Robert .

PRty

© O ALHE [BERSey, L Undv, of Canssimea . SeN ik TEIRS
" Chilization on Trial™ In the May-June, 1981 issuw of Mardst-

Humanism, joumal o| Briish Marxist-Humeris's, avallable fom

Nyws & Loters.

struggles and the binh of new revolutionary forces as
reason. The Black dimension in the U.S. ‘as well as in
Africa showed that we had, indeed, reached a totally new
movement from practice to theory that was itself & new
fonn of theory. It was this new movement from pructice
— those new voices from below — which we heard,
recorded, und di._:[ec!iully developed. Those voices de- -
manded that a1 i-.w movement from theory be rooted in
that movement’' { om practice und become developed to
the point of philosophy — u philosophy of worid remlu-'
tion.
Our very first major lhco:ths.nl work, Mandsm and

3. This paragraph was left out of Er-goh Emi%zh and Gorm:n ed-
tions. ft is discussed in Chaper 10 of Aooe Luxemburg, Wom-
w0'a Liberation and Mearcs Pnlleeophv ot Rcwlmion. A Dr-
-cade of Histore Tr : from the Gr

4. Marks ot © the joumnal which had puliishad aa.’aqna HNI

work by the Russian Populist, Mihallovsky, waa writsa in
Hovember, 1877 but nci punhthed In Russia until 1888 aler
Mara's dwath in 1883,
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Freedom, cast in the context of that. movement from
- practice, was followed by o series of pamphicis in which -

the- voices of zll the revolutionary forces — workers,
Blacks, women and youth — could be heard: from
Workers Battle A {on to Yroed Riders Speak
for Themsclves, and from The Free Speech Movement
‘and the Negro Revolution 1o Working Women for
Freedom.* Indeed, it was not only .the veices of the
Freedom Riders we heard ‘in 1961, but the story of the
magnificent - Black women in_ Mississippi who called
themselves **Woman Power Unliinited®’ and came 1o the
aid of the jailed Freedom Riders.

American Clvilization on Frial cast 2 new illumina- -

tion oa the two-way road between Africa and the U.S.
via the West Indies by showing that what, to the
capitalists, was the triangular irude of rum, molasses and
slaves, was, to the- Blacks, the ever-live triangular de-
velopment . of internationalism, masses in motion and
ideas. This triangular development remains the dominant
- force to this day. : . ) ST
in our epoch, the dynamism of ideas in Africa comes
out in sharp focus as we conirast it (o the weary Ameri-
can bourgeois idcologues who declared the 19505 to be
“the end of jdeology'’ Just” when-z whole new . Third
Waorld emerged. ‘As against what the capiialist ideologues
wrote them, comsider the 1959 speech by Leopold Sedar
Senghor to the Constintive Congress which united Mali
and Senegal:

*A -nation that -refuses 1o keep b5 rendezvous
with history, that dues not believe itself 10 be the
bearer' of & unigue message — that pation is
finished, ready to be placed in a museum, The
Negro Africen is not finished even before he gets
started. Let him speak; ebove zll, let hira acl. Let
him bring like a leaven, his messuge T the world
in order to help build a universul civilization ...
Let us recapiulate Mar's positive contributions.
They- are: the philosophy of humanism, econemic
theory, dialectical methed.®’
it is true thut Airica, too, has since undergone many

retrets, as the Union of Mali and Senegal’has broken up
"and Senghor has retrogressed in thought, as well, Ttis pot
true that the mass freedom struggles have sbated. Nor is
it true that Senghor. represents all of African thought.
Franiz Fanon was"the opposite both in thought and in act.

and it is his philosophy that is alive ss fur as South Africa

is concemed and, indeed, can become a foundation for
. today's freedom struggles worldwide, Fowas this new
stage in the two-way road thut-we presenied in ous 1978
pamphlet Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American Black
Thought. i . : . ' Co
_*If we retumn to the year 1959, when Senghor made the
~'Address o his Congress, we find that to be the same year
that Frantz Fanon uddressed the Secomd Congress of
Black ' Antists and Writers -meeling in Rome, where he
said: **The consciousncss of self is not the ciosing of a
door to communication. Philosophic thought teuches us, on
the contrary, that it is its guarsniee. National conscious-
pess, which is not nationalism, is the only thing that will
give us an international dimension."

5. The Nl developmant cf Mandst-Humanist philosoghy in the us,
undat U 0 “MomblHimanam, 1041 10 Todaw, i Ocdgn and
Dwvglopmsnt in the LLE" 1s on il and avalioble on rmikrofim et
the Archives of Labor and Urban Altaira, Waltst Facther Libeary,
Wayre Stala Unlversity, Detroil, ML 48202,

Furthermore, this was not philosophy for its own sake

“gr history es past, because Fanon was contrusting the

Black’ worker to the Black intellectual .in that . battle
against colenialism: | ) - ’
**History teaches us clearly that the battle against
colanialism does not run straight awsy -along the'
lincs of nationshsm . . . [t so happens that. the -
unpreparedress of the educated classes, the lack of -
practical links between them and the mass of the
people, their laziness, and let it be suid, fheir Sow-
ardice at the decisive moment of the struggle will
- give risc 10 tragic mishaps.'” (Wretched of th
Earth, p..121, Grove Pross editionl :
In this, t9o. Fanon's vision saw far. Which is.why the

" final chapier of the 1973 work Philosophy sad Revolu- -
 tion ‘== ‘*New Pessions and New Forces: The Black

Dimension, th: Anti-Vietham War Youth, Rank-and-File
Labor, Women's Liberation'’ — quoted the American
Black auio worker who gave the phitosophy ef Humanism

-its sharpest edge: “*There is no middle road anymore. The

days ws accepled “'we have to ke the lesser of two
evils’ are gone. You have to o to the cxlreme now.
Racism is the issue here, and to rid ourselves of that, to
be Humanist, we necd a revolution.'” | L

The Black Consciousness Movemeni today recopnizes
Fanon as a great Third World theorist, at the same time
that they recognize Steve Biko's unigue creativity in-the
Soweto uprising in 1976 und in founding their great new
movement. This is precisely why South Afrca’s barbaric
apartheid system murdered Biko. in September 1977,

It was no accident that Charles Deaby, the Biack
production worker-editor of .News & Letters since its
birth.- felt impelled in 1978 to.2dd 1 new Part II to the
story of his life which had been published in 1952 as
Indignant Heart. Thus, Part 11 of Indignant Heart: A
Black Worker's Jourmal begins with the Monigomery
Bus Boycott in the very year News and Letters Commit-
tees were born and ends with.a chapter. on “The World-
wide Strupgle for Freedom®” which discusses “the” Ameri-
can Bluck .idenmtification with Soweto and -Bike, with
Funon and Caribbean thought.* It becomes clear why this
story of Denby’s Life, North and South, which sums up a
hulf century of freedom struggles, from the struggles of -
rural Bluacks in the South to the wildcat stiikes of Black
workers in the North, concludes with this Black worker's
declaration I consider my story as part of the worldwide
sttugples for freedom.*” . B o

1t is in Azania (Sowth Africa) that the most exciting
events are now unfolding, revealing how ihe mine work-,
ers there -ute both organizing and thinking .their own
thoughts.” A simple word — *‘Amandlal’ (Power) —
1ells how new 3 stage they bave reuched, It is this word
which Teboho Noka, an organizer for the Nutional Union
of Mine Workers, used in order to stress thai not only are

“they fipnting for different conditions of labor and highsr

wages. but for “‘Amandla'* — addingi “It shall be
ours.”” It is that feeling of fighting for nothing less than
frecdom which transforms the stiuggle trom 2 mere trade
union buttle to one for a whole new society. K
Like Marx in his duy, Franz Faron, in our age, de-
clared his philosophy to be a “‘new humanism.”™ as he
developed it most originully in his Wretched “of the '
Earth: : . i .
sComrades, let us flee from this motionless movement

where gradually dialectic is chunging into the logic of
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equrhbnum. Lel us consnder 1.'h: questmn of mankmd "
Tp. 254)°

“*Far Eumpe tor ounclves and for humanity, com-

- rides, we must tum over a new leaf, we must work out

new ¢oncepts, and try to set afool a new man." (p. 255)

*“This new himanity catinot do otherwise thar define a

new humanism both for itself and for: olhers. p. 197

Mass Unreat Today and the Naed far Truly
Human Feunsistions . -

Just as'it’ was the Bluck damcm:on which soundcd the
alarm” against U.S. imperialism’s first adventure ' in the
Philippines and the Caribbean at the tum of the century,

. so today it-is the Latino dimension which is opposing
Reagan’s imperialist actions in Central America and the
Caritbean, The gunbout diplomacy which saw the United
States “invade again and again —— froin Cuba  and
- Nicamgua to Penama.and Honduras in the period .from
the tun of the century into the 1930s — has retumed in a
vicious new form under Reagan. His policies of installing

- right-wing dictatorships and attzcking the nascemt Nicura-
gusn revolution seemed aimed’ at cngulﬁrg all of -Central
Americz in a '‘regional™ war — that is. getting the Latin
Americun countries fo fight each other for the benefit of
U.S. - imperialism. The rcvo!utsunm-y opposition arising
from within Central Amenca — indeed, all ‘of Latin
America ~- extends’ to the Latino dimension right here
within the 1.5, At one und the same time, all ere united
in working to stay Reagan’s counter-revolutionary
hand, and by seeking out and expressing the dimensions

" of pational -minorities, sex and class  ure creating new

puthways toward social mvol\.uo-l. in Latm America und
“in-the U8, jtself.

- ‘The ‘mass unrest loday lhn‘ughnul the world, the deep
recession we are in, and the many political crises we fuce
compel intense. new activities -~ whether on the produc-
tion line or in the massive sati-nuke campazign or in the

Black revolutionary movements’ -— unseparated from a-

‘new passion for philosophy and revolutionary . direction.
- That: revolutionary direction can be seen as we sum up
how Mam worked it oul concrelely for his philosophy of
" *‘revolution “in permanence’” in relution to the Bluck
warld, ) )

Marx's rcf_crénce in the Ethnologicat Notebooks 1o the

Australian aborigine us “the inteliigent Black** brought wo 2 .
conctusion the dialectic he had, unchained when' he first
broke from bourgeois mtely the 18405 and obijected 10
e use of the word, "TNegio,"" us il it weie- 3
with the word, *'slave.” By the 1850s, in the Grundrisee, .
he extended that sensitivity to.the whole pre-capitalist
world. By (.he 1860s, the Black dimeasion became, at one
and the same time, not only pivotal to the abolition of

‘. slavery and victory of the North. in-the Civil War, but

also to the restructuring of Capital itself. In a word, the
often-quoted senience: “Labar cemoi =manc1patc itself in
the white skin where in the Black skin itis branded,' far
from being rhetoric.- was the actual reality and the
perspective for overcoming that reality. Marx reached, at.
every historic turning point, for a conc[udmg point; not
as an end but as'a new jumping-off point, a new begin-
ning, & new vision.

In the specific case of the Civil War in the U.S,, il was
rot only a question of theory or of mational action, but
vne of international organization as Marx ‘esteblished the
Intenational Workingmen's Association o come to the
aid both of the North, especially the Abolitionsts, in that
Civil War, and of the European working class struggles,
especizlly the Polish revolt against Russian Tsarism. As
Poland shows us ali over again today, frecdom fghters do
pot give up teir stuggle even when compel]ed to work :
under the whip of the counter-revolution.

There is no doubt that we are on the threshold of new
revoluticnary beginnings in the Black world in this Mam’
centenary year. The Z0-year history of American Civili-
2ation on Trial and world development hus seen not only
capritalisn’s drive (0 war threaten the very existence of
civilization ‘as we have knownit, but also its absolute -
opposite; revolutionary masses “in “motion. The -Reagan
retrogression — and the ceascless strugpies aguinsi the
attempis lo- push back alt the gains of the past iwo

. decades — gives urgency to this new fourth, expanded * -

‘edition (and fifth printing) of American Civilizalion on
Trial.

The ubsolute cn.lllcngt. to our: age is the concretization
of ‘Marx’s concept of *‘revolution in permanznce.’”. The
Black dimension is crucial te the total uprooling of enlst-
ing, exploitative, rucist, sexist socicty and the cr:dllon of
new, (ruly human foundations.

"—— Ruyn Dunayevskay.q for the
" National Editoriul Board of
News & Letters:
- August, 1983 -
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