


Hearse and family survivors wait, above, for bodies of 36 miners killed
in gas explosion in May 1942 at Osage mine in Scott’s Run, West Virginia.
Two months later, in July, Pursglove Mine, below, less than a mile away,
exploded and claimed 20 more miners. . ’
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whe, as a Black auto production waorker In Detrolt, created |
deep bonds of working class solidarity with the miners in
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In the U.S., News & Letters, whose editor he becamein
1955 when the first issue appeared in honor of the June-
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PREFACE -

. Today, when Autonation has been speilesd out s Robuiics and thcécmiomy iy in total

- crisis, il beedmes imperative that the story of the great 1949-50 Miners” General Strike

- finally be told in the words of the perticipants themselves. This is not only beeause the -
- full story of one of the most impontant events in American labor history has never been .

~ recorded outside 'of the nartiw official records. that is. Trom the top — but because it
is crueial fo grasp this historic struggte as signalling both the opposition of the workers .

to the new stage of, prenduction, which had tken the fornt of the continuous mincr, und
the opening of u whole new stage of cogrition when they fuced the monster they called

S Shhe man- -killet” and asked; " Wha Lingt of labor should m:m da? Why .shou!d there be

a dmsmu iumun méntal and m.mu.n! labuor?™”

Bcr:aur-c our activiry in that momentous Mrike — thy thut cncompawul both the

7_'.u.w.|l strike und the deep philesophic probing before, during and after thase events —
wis crucial in the hirth of the philosophy of Marsist-Humanism, this is both the story.

of the strike itself and the nrgamz.munal story uflhl.‘ 1IXRS nf:hu new Jurm oi or,\_:umr.zuun

L lh.u beeame News and Letters Commitices,

e

The two are |n\c[urubic ";‘\ M|\.\:n}_ P.lgc from Ameti tean Lal\ur Hl\h‘l"y is wmtcn
by Andy Phitlips and other dircet panicipants in the sirike: **The Enwrgence of a New

Movement from Practice that Is Tiself o Form of Theory'™ is writién by Raya Dunayev-
- skaya, chairwoman of News and Lettess Conminees, who wis A phnlmophcr-acnvm in"
those c\'cnt-. . o .

. swn “of the. ﬁl\l Aumm.-mm strike in J\mcn-:an hl ury >pc.=L..
1h:: ‘Workers oy wha are quLmL. for new ferms with which 1o struggle against buth

the corpurations and today*s pitiful crop of Libor bureauc s with their eadless coneessions. E

The impulse for this pamphict was boes wheil Raya Dunayevikays began het Mark

" . Centenary tour witha lecture af West Virginia University, which linked Marx's American -~
“toats dizectly o West Virginia in his hailing of Joha Brown®s raid on Harpet's Ferry as -

“the sigoal®” that had been given for o whoie aew epoch — ared Maraist-Humanism®s nwss

“direetly to the 1949-50 Miners' General Strike which had lenl 104 whott pew mave-
ment from practice to theory which is iunelf o furm of theery, The intense response t-
that pzge of history, unknewn even to those Imn;. ril.hl where it was m.nlc. mnwrcc\!

'us that this’ story needs firally o be recorded.
CTHE ‘I'i()\‘f\l. I)IIOR!.\I II().\RI)
News und l.cltcrs Ltunmlun':
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A Mnssmg Page Erom
Amencan Labor E’ﬁastan'y

hy Andy Phil]lps

'Lh excitement Iscg.:m 1o rise the d.ly before T started to work in the mines, “hm 1
w.'m to the company store to buy my mining bools, heavy leather miner™s belt, hard cap
and lunch bucket.- It mounted during the next day as 1 dressed to go to ‘work, travelled
to 1he mine. got my miner’s s lamp, joined olther miners in lhc man- tnp llul would lakc
us to our \amk section, and then cmcmd the mine.

; This was mid-June, 1948, aftersioon shift, at Consolidation Coal Company s Pursglove
" #15 mine in Scon’s Ren in northern West Virginia. Mining machinery then was tack-
mounted, requiring the laying of a netwark of steed rails underground 1o produce the coal.
There were about 14 of us on @ section: the Joading mackine opertor and helper, the
:uumg machine operator and helper. a mechanic. a shot fireman, (wo treckmen, 1wo
timbermien, o motorman and his helper called a snapper, a spillage man and the boss,

Produetion followed n cycle. The cutiing nuachine crew first went into » “place.”
ar room. Maounted onthe front of the curtting michine was a furpe steel har nine feet long;,
a fout and a half wide and several inches thick, and wround which rotared a steel bell haiding

steel hits jursing out to rip inio the cual, Setunyg (the machine and mangevering thecutting

. tar into position at the 10p ol the rowf, the cutter startéd the cutting bit chain and moved
the mnehise forward unti! the bar was fully suiped inio the coal, After cutting n 16-foot-

witle .i“."!lh neross the top, and anot =r oo '_'m the bidc'. he cutler .nl':.l'h_ia hcipcr drilicd

lhn:c \p.ILCd fulds iear lhs. bollum. ’ .

. The llrnbcr crew follm\cd. .shurm;, up the mp w:th 1wo wonden tars, c:uh m~‘1:.urmL

.sboul eight foet by 12 feet by 16 feet long. One end was placed in a side niche cur at
lh!. tep by the cutter, with the other end :upporlc.d by a post cut by the timber crew 1o
fit, Next came the shmﬁrcm.m. who Inaded the three hotes und dynonited the cuul to break
it up for the foading crew, The loading maching, with two rotating claw-like arms. senoped -
up the coad into a buili-in coaveyor belt that carried it back over a boom 1o be dumped:
into empty coal cars handicd by the motorman and saapper, who shuttied loaded cars into
a side treck dut retumed with cropties to be Glled, When the cut win hxided out, the trackmen
Taid rails up o the fuce of the coal to sdvance the prstuction process, amd the spillage
man cleaned up foose ctal and applied rock dust, o white chemical powder u'acd 10 reduce
the danger of coal dust exphh.t s, When they tinished, lhc cyele began again wiih the
CUIting CTew.

My tiest “hifl, worked as u'limhcrm'.m. r_l-t;;uin:d first .xhnuidn:ring then t.'airr}'ir;.,;‘ the

bars from 50w 30K feet and setring them in place against the top, By 1RGO that night, |
my exhistion was total and my stoulders raw amd hlveding, dc-piwihc fuet that my baud.

dy. as the eve mn,. wore on, helped Tighten my Joad by moving ep 1awand the center of
the har to ke most of the weight, Even sl without the help of she shotfireman, who
disd my bar gareying for the last hour, ¥ oever “would have een able te Ginish that first
shift. Dragging myselt home that aight, the Tirst thing [ did was 1o sew thick pads into

the shoulders af my work shirt, Without that, P'd never have made 3t through the secomd

[
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night o~ cvc_ri lhouéh id e-urpﬁscd ;hé guys on my crew by sho-;ving up atall, Maost were

) conl'iuccd [ wouldn’t be back aﬁcrlhc first day. since lile:\f knciw I Wi a wilcsc student.

) Despuc havmg been born and raised in the region and :.nr:mx: rmm a worhng class’
-family, and even lhoug.h] could never have afforded college “vithmt going urder the G1 -

8ill, my “being a student Immr.d l.'u'gc in the minds of the rmnqs 1 soon leared wh} o

: Cnllcgc swudeits in the mincs dunng the summer meonths were there for one ol lwo reAsoRs:
for the rclamely high wages (lhat miners ha d tought 50 hard to gain),” or for pm«.ucal‘ -

experience as coal engincefing students on their way 0 h;;,h-p.xymg .jobs with the com-
pany. In ¢ither case, they almost always ignored the minerd’ wamings to fefuse dangerous |

'pmcuces ordcrod by the bosses who touk advantage of the sfudents’ ignorance, The life
- and diith matters ofien mvolw:d coupled with the stul:.m.s ammdc of armgan( ;upcnnnly

brcd a Iu.allhy miner dxslmsl loward them,

At this pu:nt in the surmer - of 1948 thcrc wns no way of kmwmg the full range
of objactive and subjective forces that were coming together and would explode in the
1949-50 strike of the nation’s hatf-million hard and soft coal miners that evertunily focused
on northern West Virginia. But much was known about the histery of the coal miners.
whose militant strupples. und victories, had exmed for them (e well-deserved designa-
tion as *‘the shock woops of American Tabor.'* The United Mine Warkers had acually
£one out on strike during the heighth of World War H in 1943, and challenged the govern-

. mient™s threats o drift them into the army and to take over the mines. witli their declarz-
- tions of **You can't dig ‘coal with bayonets!®* am “*Let the senators dig coal!*" During

that "43 strike, theré were such heated discussions among’ the Gls that some who wele

from the coal regivns of Penasylvania and West Virginia détided 1o return to wirk in

the mines after the war. Following the end of the war, e’ mm'-rc were again on labor's
front lines as a near gcm.rai strike swept thc nation, ey o

It was agmnsi this backgraund that some servicemen, riturning home r::dlc.sl:zcd by

“both the war and the continuous Iabur struggles. coalesoed with several revolutionary in-

tellectuals in northern West Virginia. They becaine the core of a most unusexl branch
of the Socialist Workers Party, in that all of them held the munority position of the Johnson-
Forest Tendency (Forest was ther name Raya Dunaycvskaya usad in the Socialist Workers
P-my. and Johnson the name used by C.L.R. James), which had developed the theary

-that Russia, far from being'a workers™ state, was a state-capitalist socicty thal they uppos-

ed, The group aoripinally comprlwd an ittellectual From the coal arex and his wife, n radical
youth from Detroit, and two who have helped in writing this pamphlet — Frank, un army
vetcran who had last his lq. in G:-rm.my. and Raymond, 2 navy vm:r-.m who had been
born and raised in a mining community in southwest Peansylvania, Here is how Raymomd

_ summused up that experience: 1 came oul of World War [1 very anti-war, Tt wax the war
* that mude me decide what 1 wanted 1o do. 1'd bad four years of it and 1 never wunted

o see a wiar u}_.um. 1 catie out of the Great [)cprcv.\mn and wus pruﬂv wuch agginst this
s}\icm.

The miners rcmundcd 10 the work of the )uum. ;.mup. but amone the most eespens
sive were the Blacks — both miners und women, They perzistently hrought together their
friends and ncighbors (o participate in mectings where we discussed what we all conld
doopethicr rl],hl ugaltist racisl discrimination in the u:mmuml) ax well as lhc- oppies-
sion in the mines,
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" Rockdust sprayed on mine sectu:m helps Freu..nt spread of coal dust
explosion.”

Withir s year, the group hotli-2stablished a periphery among the miners and sttracted
several students atiending West Virginia University in Morgantown, The Littes, in addi-
tion 10 myself, included an ex-miner and two others from the southern pars of the state,
and two ex-servicemen from the Morganiown area. Two in the group who warked bricfly
in the mines were fired for their open activitics, leaving two of us i the mines in the
fall of 1918, - o o

:Then, on November 16, a Jocal dust explosion blasted through my section where 1
was working as o spillage man, My recollection is that of standing with the 1wo trackmen
ahout 90 feet back from the coal face around a corner, waiting for the shot freman {o
set off his final shot in a cut that was cofing through near where we were m.tkm;‘

My next remembrance was of twisti my head aside o excape lhc choking fumes
of smelling salts hetd under my nose, Voices buzzed around me, and upon first upeniag
my eyes, pinpaints of light \Iuwly uppeaned that were fmm minen” ¢ap |d1!lp\.

l!llnl\lng my eyes to clear my vision, 1 saw the ;_..uvs on uw section circled arond
me, where | sar propped up against tie rib of our section’s Jdinner hole., Ilmhllcd over
my hands and arms folded in my lap, | looked down and saw nothing but o
coul dust particles. My buoots, trousers, shirt and hands looked ik Thad been dlmx‘d ELY
rolled in a pile of very line conl dust, ard 1 became vaguely aware of drops of blod drip.
ping from my face onto my lap, like a slowiy dripping faucet. Looking at my vight hand,
I eould see e leshy tip of my index finger hanging Toosely by the skin, with the bare
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rMiners grab qmck lunch in underground dinner hole.

hunc sticking out. 1t abi scemed strange. because 1 {elt very dinde pain,‘and yet knew 1I°'d
hean hurt.... . e e el .

M Can ;‘nu move your right zrm?™ one of the men asked. 1 nodded and faised my
right 2nn, bending and straightening it out. 2"How sbout your left srm?”” questooed another,
1 tried w0 mowve my left aist, bt coulds™t, and felf a sharp pain.

¥ had no idea then what had happencd. But as 1 lster discovered, the day shitt oy
and engineer were responsihle for the explosion. They had failed tosccurately cliart how
much coal had been anined in a cross cot that had advanced behind the face of the !1(.':din.
where Ih\. trackmen and | had been working, So when that Lest shat was fimd, it bivw ©
ot inte our heading: setting u!f the dust explosion,

Coal dust, much more powerful than gunpowder when exploded, sets off a chain reac-
tion of such tremendous force that it can twist steel mils like preteets. Timed ut speeds
ever SC.000 miles an hour, coal dust explosions will feed o any loose coal thit exists
or cin be stirred up into the sir. That’s why it"s s0 importans to clean up all Toose ¢
1o have plenty of water on s machine to heep the dust down, and w apply rock dhist heavi-
ly 10 redace the d.mg;r of spreading an cxplosion. Without these pravautions, o simple
spark can serd 2 dust exploaion blasting through an entire mine.' '

Lo Fle fach of dlhese saticty measnnes caused thi Magch 25, 147 Centrabia, lilinow wine explovian
that killed £11 maisers and eventually nesadied o e passing ot b Gest faberal Mine Satety Act.

a
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“Ail'of us on that section were lucl‘y te he alive; aid espevially the two frackién -md' o

m_,mcil‘ If the three of us hadn‘t becn back, arcund that corner, vn:d havc been blow

to bits by the direct force of the cxplm:on. As it was, vne of the tr..‘_km..n suffered a -

brokcn collar bone and a bnngcd up- right shouldcr that prcw..mcd him from cv

_able W raise his right arm ‘above his head. The ather ‘had 2 few c:ackcd ribs, but recovered .
pfcﬂy well T got the Wworst ofit. As cxplnmcd to'me 1atcr, 1!1'- nrﬂ.. ‘of the Blast hurled-

‘e abou\ 60 fect from whére I had beea standing, cmmphng me in a heap agam.s! the
rlb The auys ony sccuon mnught L was st piece of diny old canvay that had bcen thmwn
ns:dc, and pnsscd by mé o half dozen tmies before 1hcy finally ‘found me. 1’ wnund vp

w:th a crushcd z:lbnw a bmmn lcfl am and’ nghl hand, pluc a\snrzcd r..uLs :md lrulscm

Fur !hc next yc:n' and a ha!!' l wnuid be in and nut ol‘thc hmpﬂal t'or four npcrmons. o

Butin hclw-'cn. at times with casts on bo:h my arms, I was nb]c to pamc:pa.e Lhrcmzhou:
lhc hlsionc 1949 50 amkc.

STRIKE PRELUDE

A< J'Jhn L. Lcwm, prcs:dcnt of the UMWA,; cvaluated his acnnn smltcgy for 1949, .
- his wnimulatmm with President Harry Trum.m. the courts and the coal aperators durms -

the p:‘cur.ue twa yeirs weighed Opp"ﬁ-\l\"cl} on him. The post-Wurld War I muicnal strike |
. wave spawned the Taft-Hartley Act, which was passed by Cns"rcss in 117 10 curh orl.nmz- ’

) cd labor's power, and conained & major pravision that established 'm SO—day “coohng .

off" p«.rtod for smkcs that suppom.dly posed @ **national ‘emeegency.”

Fo"uw:ng in their long-cstablished trdition of **No Contract, No Work,"” the merS
1947 sirike brought swift action by Truran nder the Taft-Haniey Act. Federa! Judge
T Alan Goldsboro threw Lewis inta jail und fined the tnion over $3 millicn. in 1948,

although Eewis did not esll a strike, be and the union were nevertheless fined $1.456,000

by Judge Goldsboro, and again under the provisions of the Act, this'time for Lowis refusal

to negotinie with lu»cph Moody, president of lhc Qm.lhcrn ("uai Pmducus Asmznnonl

and @ bitter nppnncm of the UM\VA

As the 1949 bande lines wene bc|n5 drawn, on 1he mh.mve side loomcd wn SO-d..\y N

stockpile of coal; o hostile Presidem, Con;,rcss. coutts and press; the potem Taft Hartley

Act; four -u:p.muc coal © npcramr negotiating groups; and o fragrnented tstional lnbcrlc.:dcr o

ship that hud surrendered the workers w the Tuft-Hartley Act by accepting its provisions —

against the advice end Iéadership of Lewis whe had urged non-compliance, On the positive

side stood Lewis with his unparalleted I\nuwlcd;,c of the industry and grasp of the coal
contract; the UMWA’s long expericnce in challenping the power of presidents, operiors

and couns: and, above olt, a disciplined rank-nnd-file lh.ll had forg.c_i a pmud teadition

“of working class wlldamy amd vielory in tattle.

Usnder the TaR-Harticy Act; cither Lewisor the coal upcm!un: wene n:qulrml to give

1 60-duy nstice of intent w terminate the contract; which was due o expire on June 30.
© Thatexpitation d.nc thus established April 30 as the deadline for giving mtu‘c of :crnunalion.

 bewis hud ml:cr plans, however, and Tircd his opening gunsa mnmh amdu luil‘tt‘lm’\:

that deadline, the middle of March, when he prockined o two-week Memorial Period
-oy protest President Teunun's appoltitinent of o known enemy of the niners, Jumes Boyd,

10
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John L. Lewis, UMWA President, at- Labor Day Ra!ly in 1950

as U.S. Director of Mines. Though furious. nc'iihcrthc upcru:urs mirthc government could
- o little more than fume, since the contract contained the Memorial provision. The two-
“week work stoppage put a dcm in the coul arn«.l\pllc. ' : )

At this time Lewis .le began to leak his contract dentands, \\.hl«.h ineluded 4 6-hour
day. 5-day work week and doubling frons 20¢€ 1o 20¢C he royalty from cach ton of wen
coal mined to be paid into the UMWA Health and Welfure Fund, under swhich miners

" and sheir funilies received health and pension beoefits, The Jour negotiating groups ar-
riyei against the riiners were the Southern Coat Producers Assciation (STPA), the can-
bined northem and western growp, the captive mine operatons (the mine owned and operatad
by the stee] companics w0 produce steel), uml the anthracite, or hard cod, upeTaton

Althicugh the lubor Jeaders had acquicseed o the Tafi-Hintley Act, its use ngainst the
miners revealed its Full destructive pawer with frightening clarity. and mobitized inass
rank-and-file Tabor opposition o the Taw, Moreaver, in November I5HE8, Tamnan g won
his stunning presidential election viviory over Republican candidute Tom Dewey, due in
part 1 Treman's campaign pledge o repeal the Taf-Hartley Act. Ard, in spnn 949,
Congress seened rmdy fos repeal the law,

Moody, sware that Lewis aed the UMWA m\uhl LT 1Iu' Act's pumuvc pmu- .
sions upon repeat, neted quivhly, on Aprit 21, serving the comract termimtion nmtice ol
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thc .sCPA He, lhm m5 d.. sure :hm Lewls .'uu.l Ihr: miners would sl bc disciplined by
“the Act it Lcwxs .again_ refused 1o negoliate with hsm Sivtestepping lius challcngc. Lewis

“instead sent UMWA Vice- prce.xdcm John Owens  negotiate with the SCPA. He I.hus avoid-

cd the Tdfl -Haney Act, and at the same time let Moody and thc 'SCPA know the negotia-

tions wcrc mcamngless. SlnCL cveryunc mmgnued r.hat no agrcumcm wus possxb!c wu'mut

THE CONTIP\UOUQ MI\IE'{

. Thc muonnl attention centered on this ma:‘cuvcnn(; nutmthsrandmg, lhc Ap I 30 -
**deadline"” for contract temiiaation o ce came and went -— wuhout a wnrd from ::nhc-r
or thc opgrators. . e :

*-Then, on M.:y 6, twor sccmmgly umc!atcd cv:nts mok placc Onc was w;ldca: smke, w
. of the 62,000 Ford Rouge auta workers protesting a prcdu-'twn spccdup at the huge Deiroit
plant, The other was a front page repor: in the Fairmont Tinics, a daily paper in northern’
" Weést Virginia. The report, along with five large photes, dealt with the first consinuous
miner, placed in operation at Bethlchem Steel™s Carolina-Idamay captive mine in Marion
. County. The reporter, specially invited to chserve and describe this new coal mining method,
vividiy detailed how the $50,000 caterpillar-moumed m.iclnne sipped into the coal face,
dcvuurmg tons with one sweep of a wide drn. or head, on, whuh were mounted & serics
* of rotating Llnms fitted with hits_that ground out the coal that was conveyed hack and
-dumped inio'a huge rubber-tired, electrically powered buggy that rapicly shun!r:d bﬁlwccn )
lhe connnuous mmcr and an msxdc mnvcyor dumpm;, point. ’

huost shmkmg. hnwucr. was Ih" rcport that the -.urumunus mm-r section rcamrcd
acrew of only four workers: the contiruous mines operator, his helper, the buggy man —and
the hass, Ncudmg less than one-thind of the nurnbcr of mtnﬂs ciiployed on a traditional
" mining section, the continuous miner clearly spelled o conom:c disaster 10 the cml mmerﬁ_'-
anid their t’armlucs unless some prolccnve measures wcrc taken, :

As‘;oltmg as the report was, itdid a0t towech on the nightnzmrish rc.:luy nf’:hc wnrkmg.
‘conditions or th debdly danger created by the cominuous miner. Under the traditional -
mining process, work crews followed each other. and by working harder to catch up, or
when a machine broke down, had a chance 10 rest. And since s boss ‘could be in unly. h
one plncc at a time, hz could not watch 2l of the miners all of the time,

| With the contintous niiner thl> all changed. By stationing hu:m.lf af the muchine,
the boss coeuld watch cveryone fur the entire shift. And there was no catching up. They
“had named the machine well when they culled it the continuous miner, because it was i
truly desipned to work without stopping. But nwore than that were the conditions of work
the new method created. With the head ripping into the face, the powerful whirling bits
‘pulverizing the coal conveyed back and dumped ino (ke waiting buggy, fine coal dust
guickly sawrated the air, lm!\mg.. it impussible 30w fnane thina ir.w feet, \'uuur ~pr|n5.|tr\ ’
vainly tried to I\Lcr- the dust down :

. Put that was enly part of it chcr.xl runiing mumr\ on the nm.'rum: pave nfl’ so much -
heat that the work face becaime a hot, sweaty, disty unl confining black box, As bud o
that was, time-study expertssenn were wssigned e eliminate the lost pmdus.lwn that resklted
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prolitg et

" Nightmarish hell of working conditions created by cortinuous miner was

not part of presentations given when this “man-killer” went on display.’

when the continuous miner had 1o wilt between the buggy suns 1o the dumping point.
First, a secénd buggy was added; and then a waditional leading maching was placad behung |
”the coniinuous-mincr, allowing it 10 keep on going until it clawed out a full cut of coal.

The words are hard 1o fiznd that cun fully describe what this did to the work face,

~ Here you have the continuous miner, ripping the coal out and spewing it hack over,

" the cenveyor baom as it'swung back-and forth until the cun) was piled from rib Lo
rib and to the top, virtually entombing the work crew in a confined area wheve the
dust and heat were multiplied maay . times over. With all the moters runniog and
in an atmosphere super-laden with (ine coal dust, a single spark from anything — .
the grinding bits hitting a hard sulfur ball, a spark from any motar, a short in any
L-Igclricnl wire — conld turn that face into u rajring inferno of death-dealing destrue-
tien, And that's precisely what has happencd since the coatinuous miner"s introduc-
tion — many times over. ’ - . ‘

And theres still more. Explosive methane gas, trapped by nature in the coul seam,
_is liberated in the mining process. Thits why it's essential 10 have adeyuate air eireulating
through the mine, 10 dilute and drive the gas out. A deadly prablem arose with the in-
creased re of coad production with the ¢ontinuous mingr. A ming ventilating system ade-
quate for the teaditional mining method folt far short of the needs fn continuous mining.

The first cuntinous miner placed in my mine illusirated this all too dramatically. ..
It was a classic example: (he machine moving in too rapidly for the ir to drive out the
methane gass the sccpmulation of an explosive mis mixtures o spark from the rofating bits
hitting 4 sulfur ball; a searing explosion with Tive ininers hotribly burped and searced for
life. Miraculously, none were killed in that ene. ’
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Centinuous ininer in action underground.”-

Engincers of the cominuous miner had warned of its inherent dangers, emphasizing
‘that nv hinan being should be subjected to the threaiening production conditions and
punishing pace of the machine, and that immediate remedial steps had to be tker 1o reduce
the human toll the muchine would otherwise exact from the miners., Since that (ine, billions
huve been spent 1o increase the preductivity of the machine, but pitifuily linde 10 improve
the work conditions of the miners, Moreover, cven the few remedial measures won wver
the years from the operators came only after the miners struck o back ap denmaands for
sater conditions, : E

Lawis, huwever, hud always suppontad new coal production technology, und the miners

" knew they couid not loak 1o him to opposce the continuous nuner. They temembered Lewis®

decturation that he wouldn’t care if the UMWA got down w 25,000 members. they would
still be e most highly paid workers in the country.

THE STRIKE BEGINS
) And w ! ringe byenefits were indeed on Lowis® mind as lie apalted witd ibe
voul operators aad government. On May 25, the rovernment made 2 move, with the Na-
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tienal Labor Relations Board (NLRB) ruling thay the closed union-shop coniract clause -
negotiated between Lewis and the caplive ming owaners the previous year was illepal under .
the Taft-Hartley Act. Here there was a real Catch-22: under Taft-Hanley. a unioa shop
could be approved only by a NLRB-conducted vote of the union membership . .. bul siece
Lewis had refused. an principle, to sign the Taft-Hartley anti-Comimukist aifidavit, the
UMWA was ineligible to use NLRB services, '

In response to the NLRB niling, Lewis called the coul miners ous for a week on June

7. in what he called **a bricf stahilizing pering of inaction. " Threms again poured from
the operators and government, but they could do nothing since the walkout posed no

- emergency. Al while the work stoppage slightly depleted the coal stackpife, the reserve
remained at an 80-day Tevel. Lewis sent the miners back to work for a week. until Jutwe
21. the beginning of the miners” annual two-week vacation, and during which time the
UMWA contract would expire — on Junce 30,

Eyeryone walted (o see iF Lewis would follow the historie tradition of *“No Contract,
no Waork™" —— despite the fact that be had igoored the format contract termination notice
required under the Taft-Hartley Act. No ane souhl bave beurs sarprised it he had openly
challeaged the Act, which all knew he ticrecty opposad. )
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fnstead of doing that, however. he stunned the mation with his declaration that miners -
_would work athree-dzy week. Though he sent all miners back to work when the vacation
- ended on July 5, those east of the M ississippi River — the very large majority of the coal
‘mifers in the U8, - were onlered to work a three-day week. The-authority for this ac-.
ion; Lewis userted, derived ficm s+ill another conteatt clause that stated the miners were
“riquired 1o work only when **willing and able.” ‘And none doubted that Lewis would -
“decidé when they Would be willing aid able. It was mastérful maneuvering. but the fact
‘rémaingd that Lewis had violated the +No Contract; No Werk™" principle. ~ .

b : .Mn'sl of the mmcrs weré p ned 10 strike to uphold th_ci'r -“Nb Contract, No Work™
tradiion.- However, though disappointed, they obeyed Lewis. : ’

“n the smeantime. the contract between the United Steel Workers union and the steel

| cumpanies bad expired on June 15, but USW President Philip Murray delayed a strike

" gali 1o permit Federal Mediator Cyrus Ching 1o try to work out a compromise. Lewis,

;- convinced there coutd be no UMWA contract agreement with the captive ming owncrs

" without & stéel selement, sparred all summer with the coal operator groups, fejecting
their contraci démands and having his own rejected. C

_' At mid-September; Lewis suddenly announced the suspension of all payracnts { Tom

the UMWA Health and Welfare Fund, charging that the coal pperators were refusing ta

*.. make their royalty payments, and reporting that the Fund's resources had been slashed
from $100 million 10 $14 million. On September 19, the fargest caplive mine in West -

Virginia, Barmuckville, and the state's fargest commercial minc, Grant Town, both in nornh-

ermn West Virginia, called Jocal union meetings and voted to strike untit the Fund's prob-

“lems were solved. Almiosi immediately, uion-miners in alt of northern West Virginia

“and southwesiers Pennsylvania followed suit. This action, orchestrated by UMWA District

31 officers under the leadership of theit prosident. Cesil J. Urbaniak. resulted in a “*spon-

taneous'” regional walkout. - - : RIS - o N

. " Frustrated over the stalemated contract talks and beginning to fecl the eccnoniic pinch
of the three-day work week, the UMWA miners were detcrinined to shut down all mines
in the region, including non-union, or scab. operations. - Roving pickets mushroomed
!hmughbtj.y the arca t@ halt al} production and transpertation of coal.-. ;

'Ou} of the hospital between operations at this paili(, with my left arm ina cast; 1 jains
. ed the pickets along with Frank. whe, while not a miner, did have a car and was permitted
to **chaulfeur"” the pickets. His description of the experience follows:: -~ -

In the black hours of the moming a number of cars miet a1 a central point. Small
clusters of men whispered quictly about the cars.-At u given signal, after some 15
to 20 minutes, we neved on 1o still another point, slowly going south toward the

. UMWA District headquarters. After some two hours of this stopping and going
and picking up of cars, it was broad daylight and the cars numbersd over a hun-
dred. Trey followed closely behind cach iber and fooked like some gigantic snake

" weaving its way slowly over the tortuous hilly highways of the south.

The men were all in high spirit and the whole thing had less the atmosphere

of hattic than uf a heliday. Some of the men Wwere high: some had brought their

clubs or pistols; others joked continually. Finally. all the cars parked near the crest’
of a hill and all the men pourcd out, - - v
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They mxll-d ammt. it seemed armlca-;ty. Suddcntv :!‘u,rc were 2 ﬁ.w }t.”ﬁ. a
) 'scuny of men toward the highway, a racing coal !mck thrown rock: squenlmg !
_:tires; and finally curses. When still another truck apr-cdred the men managed to
. slow it up; leap ori the running board while it was still in ‘motion, and start fighting

with the driver, The truck carcened and the p:ck\.u lzaped off. On the s:de tnes " o .

ome ‘of lhc m:mrs chccmd or (.‘JrSud dcp;ndmg on mc nutcu:nc

“Sen wem mmughout th- day: one minc after the uther was cmsaj down Tl.c
'-\'crc mnsﬂy small, unorganized mmes pml::-mummlv fam: mumr) nctonously .
arn -union and largely unorganlzcd

" The Distrist officials travelled in a hug, smny i and ‘cspf;cially ily -
- terrain had in be hiked, they somehow had a jeep to carry them. For e a good |
: deal of it was reminiscent of the army. The District officials curried themsclves
- with the same shame and falss humbleness that did the zrmy officers, who had con- -
“ tempt for the men but were fearful of their power when the actial fighting dcvelopod

T had trekked over some rough land with the minars to get 10 one of the mines that -
was still opcmtmg On the way down, the “officers* and the § Jeep stopped 1o pick”

" me up, since [ was obvuously quite tired of hiking on my cm.rl:cs ifelt llkc somc -
wcunded mldler I:r‘-mg guen a hﬂ by a bcncvolcnt gn.ncral : ;

THE REAL GENERALQ L

During the sammer, **Red,”* the s;udent and ex-miner from suuabem cht V:rg:rua.
got & job in the same minc whcrc I worked, and we were always on the gn with the pickets.
»Whereas Frank described the District officials as acting like generals, the real gmerm‘ s
directing the acrion were the mnk-ana' file miners. There were always several on every
picker line who knew the particular area like o book: where each mine. was; how many
men worked in eich:-how much resistance could be expected; if u sheriff and deputics

would be theie 1o, cha.lenge us! i the mine owner was cm)pcra!lv“ or hostiles if the scab -

" (nup- union} mmers were armed; and how many pokcts \wuld be rcqulrcd n h:mglu.
parm:uinr mine.. L

Usually. only a few pickéts were nen:dcd Most sca'b opcr.uon. I\nowmg t'mm past
exparience the perils of challenging angry union miners, would cnll their ininers out and
send thern home, le]hng them not ta' return uatil the strike ended. Bt there were other
" responses, hostile ones, and | vividly remember the first time | faced a string of dotble-
" barreled shotguns. it was at one particular scab mine that had veputition for being

troublesome, and when we got 12 it, a sheriff and three deputics blocked our way with

- sawed-off double-barreled shotguns feveled at us. And what they say is true: when you're

-staring ﬂ,,hl imo it, that ba.rre! does look morz like a cannon than a <|wlg|m._ :

We walku.! slowly rnrward wntil the guns were inches away from our chc.\ls Our
plr:h:l leader told the sheriff that we weren't Iookmg for trouble. but that we sure u:n..
going to Lcl those scabs out of that mire,

The she:nff. shouting that we were all on mine cump;my pmpcny and in his mum_-,

that meant unlawful trespassing. threatened 1o arrest all of us il we did not leaw immediately.
Our picket captain looked the sheriff in the cye and told him o **Shut up!™* — lfoud amd -

clcar. The sheriff threatened 10'shoot, ard oue picket caplain faented, **Go ghead. Pull
. Ihl. mggcr. Ycu can’t’ mm. I'm standing right in front of you.”* -




Armed guards called yelluw dogs” by union miners’ and hired to protect"
scab (non-union) operations, were no maich for roving miner picket lines
that shut down all coal production during 1949 50 strike, :

Surrounded by over 200 miners with gun huits jutting out of theiz waisthands, the
sheriff and his deul:u bf.;..m 10 show signs of nervousness, Everyoae knew the sheriiT
was bluffing. simply beeduse if he hud dared w shoat, he and his deputies would have
been riddled to picves, Ths. higher law in that confrontation clearly kay with the miners.

Now it was the sheriff suying he didn’t want any trouble, that he was oaly lrvml_
to do his job. I was alk over, The sherift culled the scab operator out of the mine, who'
itz turn called nul his scab miners. The operator, hnown for his Iving de . got i special
warning that it he dared w work his mHue and we had o come Tack, there would be no
mine left for him 1 operate. And he knew we meant it.

‘The strike spread throughout the whole of Appalachia -— West Virgieia. Pennsylvanic
Virginia, Kenlucky, Tennessee. Alabania and Ohio — with western minery also waiking
ol e b the walkout wial. In Virginia, Governor Willimm Tock ordered o stawe com-
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mission to run the state’s mines, giving publis notice that he intended to keep the scab
. mines operniing there, Thése kinds of challenges kept thié press wires anuning with reports
-~ of dynamitcd coal tipples. blown ep railroad tracks: strafid scab coal trucks and wourided ©
" scabs and pickets as the sirike firy escalated. | s T e

<. On September 30, Lewis ordercd Pennsylvania's 78,000 hard conl miners hack to
- work, along with the 22,600 soft coal miners west of the Mississippi, but said pothing - -
-0 the nearly 400,006 out in the castern soft, coal fields. A :

- And the next'day, October 1, USW President Murray called a steel strike. following
. the collapse of mediation talks with management. This marked the first time in American
- - babor history that both coat and steet were on strike at the same time, with 2 total of over
900,000 workers walking off their jobs. At this point, chi-'is'prpposcd to AFL President
- Willizem Green and CIO President Murray that they combine forces to set up 2 $2.5 million
strike fund to suppont the worksrs, bus Green rejected the idea, killing the plan, .
At the end of October, after the sieel workers were on strike for a month, Bethichem
Stecl settled with the stcelworkérs union, marking the heginning of the end of that strike.
During the swmmer and falt ths, auto workers at Ford, Chrysler and GM also struck |
1o win their contracts. Theé unbroken waves of strike actions that swept the nation revived
new fears of a general strike, and cffectively sialled the ciforts (g repreal the Taft-Hanley Act,

- "The'impasse in coal drigged on, and on November 10 Lewis ordered the gastern ntiners
‘back to their three-day work week afizr they had been out 52 days: Jackeying continued
throughout November and December between Lewis, the operatGrs amd Truman, but nothing
happened to show even a hin of 'gogress in the on-again, off- again talks. while the ininers

- and {h=ir families continual (v go deeper in debt. e R S

. By the time the new year tolied around, the i:npaiicm miners faced increasingly dif- -
ficult conditions. Local relief agencies had been organized to aid the miners. A combina- -
" tion church-recreation-community conter called The Shack, located in the heart of the Scotts
" Run mining area comprising more than a dozen mincs and mining communitics, was &
ministered by Reverend Richard Smith of the Presbyterian minisiry, who also headed the
Scort’s Run drea refief effort, Most of the aid came from local business solicitations, and
" government surplus food consisting primarily of cheesc, powdered milk and powdered epgs. "

o - 7" A TURNING POINT _ L
--'The first week in January 1950, Consolidation Coal Co. brought court action against
. the UMWA'in Ohio, demanding an injunction aguinst the three-day work week und pay-
ment for lost production. Lewis promptly called out the miners in six Consal mines in
-the Morgantown-Fairmont arex on Monday, January 9 . . . only to have most of the other |
atea miners spontaneously walk out a5 well. . - : .

- The seope of this unexpected and independent wildeat strike brought 4 quick resction
from Lewis, who, on Wednesday, January 11, dispatched the following telegram 10 UMWA
District President Urbaniak: **Wilt vou please transmit 1o cur members who are jdic this
weck my suggestion that they resume production neat Monday.** This fime, however, -
‘something 1otally now developed., Instead of complying with Lewis® “*suggestion,” a meeting
of some 300 urca local union officers was called for Thursday, Jaowary. 2 at the large
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; Gral.t Town local union hail Thc off'cc (3 at the mecun'v voted 1] rcjcc: Lcw:e ardcr 1o .
remra 1o work, announcod .hcy woiild hald their own local uriion meetings over lhe weekend,
for mur ‘members 10" ¥ote on the situation, and- cchch[cd nnother mecting at the Grant -
Tewn hnll for. lhc mx! 'iundny. Jnnuary 15. to n'pml: mcu- Iocal- union: dcclsmns.

; Di'stric: 6fﬁcials lnércdsingly:':ilarmcd at this unnu}hu fZed Wark stopp
‘in Inrcc ai the weeikend lncal neclings. Lo uree, plmd or ermand fora rl.mm to wor
‘Atthe Yocal union level, thc} were p:mly successful, for at the Sunday Grint. Town meeting, -
chaired by Grant Town locul Prc:.:dcn: Joc Serdich, the tally from the local :..nmns dlmlnxd
. thut 19 had- u)tcd to rctum 10, work wu!: 13 1.o'unb, o stay aut. .

my own where nur Ioc Rion burcaucr::(s h:ui contacted mt:mh‘.rs lhcy l\new were in
“favor of retiring to work 10 be present and suppost the Dmrm reprasentalives who at-

* tacKed those of us whr spm!\c .up [J+) ;iny out, the aunn.spncrc in 411\. Grant '_l'o_wn hnll mgcd -
with smkc fever. T ’ ’ : ’

. ) "Wc ve folluwcd Lcww and thc District to0 h'mg n!rcadv. one miner bn.llu\\cd “I've
lost everything | aot, just like a'lot of you puys in this holl; But I'll-be’ damned and go
to hell before I go back to work now: and I'm n:ady o send anyone clse ta hell \\ho trics
to go bacL bc.forc we get what we wanm!™ -

: -“We ve becn hana,ln by our thumbs fnr over ssx months naw,’ " anather declared,
“*and we're no closer1o a senlement now than we were six months s ago,” Now it's up to
“us.'T know we can do’ity }ou kaow .we can do it, and we, al! know it's Lonm mkc all

a of us m du it lf it’s gonna get dunc at alil™

Thc roars cll' 4ppmva| from Lhr.: rank-aid-fil that, shook th hail whcn the miners s.poke

. ] smy out, and the sharp opposition 1o those in favor of going back 1 work, including
- District officials who wers overwhelmingly rcpudmtcd left o doubt in anyone's mind

. What the cotirse of notion would be. The adjourument of the mecting signalicd 3 mobiliza-

© tionof rartk-and-file members whe' volunteered 1o ‘go to picket tnincs where the vote had
favored o return to work, knowing that the coal conpanics nad scheduled work on thar -

same Sunday midnight ahm iy to brcak the -.uln.hry of :hc ‘miners and -,mp thc cxpan-
" sion of the strike, } .

© As notad, the co.ll mincrs h.ne a Iong and l'crcc tmdntmn of “uri.mg class suhdamy.
. marked especially by never crossing a picket line. To miners, a picket line istwo workers,
i And whether there are 10 or 10,000 mincrs involved, if two pickets appeat at u mine,
. nobody goes in o work. And it was the confidence of Lhe rank-and-file in the strength
of their vwn great tradition that praved to be vital. Pespite the fuct that District officials
also shiswed up at the mines to try 10 forve miners who might be there to cross the picket
lines. pot a single num: worked, Every picket line was honored. In a number uf cases,”

. nlinl.'\ went 1o their awn niines to nul\(. Sure iy ohwe-wienl (o vmrl\.

. Mnnd.ny. the day Lewis had urdercd Us to go back 10 woik, caine and weat. Not only’
did we stay out, we began to spread the strike. Urbamak, desperately trying to regain
conitrol, called u 2130 p.m. meeting for the following Thursday, January 19, at a large
local union hall in nearby Menongah, He warned that only invited local union officers
wauld be permiticd fo altend, knowing full well he could rot control the rank-and-file. -~
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; Natlon s most horrifying mine explosion on December 7., 1‘;07 killed 361
miners at Monongah mine in northern West Virginia. Fittingly, this smalt
town was site of mass meeting where, on January 19, 1950, rank-and file’

.-miners seized complete control of the general coal strike

However, long hclorc TIOOR o Thursd.:y. a wave of rank-and- nlc miness began to
descend on the hall; with somc 1,800 jamming it to confront Uibanink when he got there.
Stiinne by this total transfornution of what he had planned, Urbanizk futilely ordered

- a roll call of the *“invited™" union officers nt 2 p.m., despite the Fect he had called the
meeting for 2:30. Not only was this uscless, it exposed how desperate the District officers
" were and how far they would go 1o try 1o crush the burgeoning strike movement.

There had been a number of fiass mr:cun;,\ before this one, of course, but never hdd.

1 been at such a huge mass meeting with so many angry rank-and-file miners. They were
furious with Urbaniak. But when UMWA [nierauional rcprcu.m..nvc Rinaido Cappullini,
“sent by Lewis from the union’s Washington, D.C. headquarters to trv to Bulldoze the men

back into line. darcd to catl the strike leaders “self-styled Hitiers.™” the miners erupled

“with stich fury that Urbanink leaped to the mlcmphun'- 1o plead \.\:lh the mioers ot o
harm the now quaking Cappellini.

. Whatever Heusions Urbaniak may have had about regaining control cvaporated as miner
after miner re-affirmed the determination to spread the sirike threughout the country aud
to stay out “until hell froze aver® f that’s what it took 10 win their contract. Ceppellini
could now take (hat message back 1o Lewis, along with the report of the incredibly scathing
attacks against Lewis. Many old timers at the meeting said that it was the finst time in
:hur memary u-ul lhcy had ever heard Lewis so loudty hm--d when his nuine was seationed.

The ium[m,, phint, begun at the Sunduy G rani 'hmn meeting, reached irrevocuble’

. completion at the Thursday Monoagah mecting. The rank-and-fte vere now in con-
trol of the strike.
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Th' w:ldc:n strike spmd across the' nauun I-LW-S sent tei:gmms ordcrmg the minars -
back 1o work: Truinan threatened to use the Taft- HZI"I]C_)’MALI again; and finally. Lewis
and the operators anneunced re-opening of contract negotiations, With this anhounceinent,
-Lewis sent another teleﬂhm ordering the miners back to work; ‘This was ‘the  telegram -
with the supposcd special word signals — that **this time™* Lewis teally did want the  miners
10’ retusn 10.werk, The _press, unable to accept the iden that the rank-and-file pos ,““‘
ke capab:hty of:&.dmg the .stnke in oppasition to Lawis; had spcculated that Le
,'ipccmt code words in, hlS relcgrams to rta!ty“ Tat 1hc mmers know h:s :ruc mshc.s.

lhls speculnuon. thc miners callod n.nmhcr mcctmg m thc Gmm Town unidn -
hall on January 28 to re:affirm their decision to stay out. They pointed out that jt had
been their strike actions that had forced the opcmtors to the barg:umng table, and funh-r :
stated that they wouldjust wait and sce what happened in the contracs talks b:fon. dcmdmg
whm lhcy‘d do. The talks sla)led and lhc miners rcnmmcd on mnke :

. Pn:s:dcnt Trurnan. u.h.-ugmg that thc mfusal of (he miners to retrm lo wark had crcaxcd
a tational emiergency, threw the Tan-Hartley Act against Lewis and the UMWA on Febraary
7. This not only tegally blocked the UMWA from giving any aid to the miners (acivally,
the miners were getting nothing from UMWA at this point), italso halted the meager cekief
program at The Shack. Reverend Smith announced that all aid had been cut off because
. . Ihe miners, now undcr ﬂ-u. Tali- H.ml..y Il'ljl.lrlr.'ll()l'-. were cng,ngad inan illegat strike action.

Vhen Trum.m threw the Tafl- Hanicy Act ar us, we f.-u:u:l T YTy Lf!llc:ﬂ stration,
We' k'n.w alt too well thc destructive power of the law as it lad been used against both
Lewis and the UMWA, and we had to f'nd a way [ uay om wuhoul opcnmn oursclves
or the tiion to lawsuits, . ° .

As Taﬁ Hanlcy was mtcpreled if lhc unmn, or l..cw:s as hcad of the UMWn. ot
any subdivision of thy union, gave us so'much as a dime to help us, or tricd to influence
us to stay out, the unicii ceuld be fined for contempt of court. In addllmn. if any ‘miner -
tried to influence any other miner, or miners, 1o stay out of work, euhcr by wnrd or deed,
ihat mmcr could a'so be haHe wa -.umemnt chargc S . e

"And as soon as Treman mvokod I‘.hL :lct we knew that Lewis would be smdmg .'motm.r )
telegram to'all local unjons, this one ordering the ‘memtership to go back to werk under -
penalty of the law. He thus cleared hlmscll‘ nf any court char&,c by havmg mmphed w:th
the legal requirements of 1hc aet.

“But we discovered the Iegal fact that it is agmmt the Consmu fon at’ the US. for
law to be passed against an individual, And in that fact we found our answer, and we
got that answer to every rank-and.-filer and union officer throughout the coal fields.

When the local union meetings wete called 1o read Lewis® hack-1o-work telégram, |

.+ they lasted abou: five mivutes, The designated local union officer read the tclcgrum. \_whch

was followed by a sunplc statement: **We have all heard the lc!cgmm. 1 can’t tef! you .
* what ta do, bul they can’t pass a law against an individual, Yau can do what you want, -

but 1 can tell you I‘m nat- mm;_, back to wan until we have a umtrnct' M-.umb is
‘-adjnumcd'“ .

Th-u alt there was o it. Wu: were il Icg.ally clcar o[ the Tufi- H.mlcy Act — the
union, lcwn and nll uf us.’
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Urse: of thc sn :kc how...ver. was nnl ;un the dx.'fcrcncc hclm:cn B

-_and ﬁlc ancl umcn h.aden.. Whal al:.n mlergcd u.as the dxt‘ﬁ:n:ncc m atmudcs‘

P.my (SWP)‘ the “rcd bamng" campaign :h.:( was !aumhcd agmmt us, and 1o the ncw
Ctype of retief cnmmnttee progosa.d ata crmcal momcnt of the' smkc by Raya Dum}c\~
*skaya, \vluo h:d been working closcly wnh us in Morganiuwu i not that the SWP
Ieaders were not opposed to the rcd—bamng - they were. But iustead of mnnng themselves
in masses in wotion. |nstcad of secing whiat the workers were doing against :hc rr:d-bnmng,
lhcy wnrm:d that the Mor}_,anmwn hmnch wils bcmb “advr:murhnc.

. Durm;, lht‘ course nflhc ..trlkc. wc often rcqucstcd assisténee from thc Nauurwl Of-
f:ce (sf the SWP, b iionc was fonhcummg Nei only that, their Yine on the sirike’itself -
. wus 50 bad that it would have been ninous for us if we had directly associaled ourm.]vc%,
wuh l}n.lr p.l]:K.r. ‘The Militant, Raymund <ay~ of that cplsodc._

\'n: vmuldn ¢ d--.m.auu. Tfiee Mifitunr when it came out. We said, hell, the mine
are poing ont on strike dgainss John L. Lewis 2nd the SWP says we should con-
sider him a great labor leader! The SWP didn't like what we in the Johnson-Forest
“Tendency were doing i West Virginia. not frem the start. Thcy called s **adven-
turers.”” aml we always heurd accusations of **small mass partyism®* bz,m}, thiown
at us. ‘Al through the strike the SWP continued to put out niaterial suying how g ,1_.rcm .
Jahin L. Lewis was.

7. Here is how he'deseribed our own kind of activities:

Our Zroup at the university must have written hundreds of letters to every lahor

organization in the castern and mid-west U.S. trying o get their \up]x)r‘l fnr ihe
. 'stnkc. We ot some rc.spcmsc and collccud sonme moacy llus Wiy,

'!'hcn we got the :dca to picket a h.lskubml game 3t the cumpus, 1 most :m-
portant baskethall game of the year, against Pittsburgh, "This wasn’t such’s com-
mon thing to do at the time since the university was run by the iine operaioes,

" They were on !ts board of trustees: lhcy ran the place. At that time the school was -
mostly upper cluss or upper middle class, But there were a lot of veterans | coming
unto the campus who were 4 rcal hn:a:h m‘ fresh air. S

. So we setup this pltl\Ll lmc at the b'lhl\t.l'ha!l pang in order 10 cnilul mnm.)' :
and inforn students of the strike. This was our way orhr;.:l.nu_ down the division - . .
h‘.mu.n rmm.:l and nl.ulu.:l bclwcun "hardhun“ and students.

) ‘VL k;pt the plcl\u IIIIL‘ up ull 1hmubh the pame wnd wl!cucd guilc a h tuf
money. . ) ) ) .

At the same time, nothing bxfter shows the diﬂcrcm dircction we were tking than
our stlitde toward the women. Whereas others stressed their handships st soffering,
except for the bourgeois press, which always tried to find & weman 0 guots who was
“oppased” wothe sirike, Ruy.n DullJ)cV\ld}d wus sending antieles Inkc :Imm 'Hu' .‘Ih!rmm-

A trlplu nerthern West Virginda, seat ul’-.nmc nfthe n\nsl militzet m.m p|ckum;.
- af the just-concluded mine siribe, reveals thay e miners s plavid an impor-
tnt rale. This is one of the many facets of the sucs ‘ssﬁ.pl wing \Im[_l_lg that the
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‘Huge turrout of miners and the!r families marked 1950 Labor Day Rally
in Kanawha in southern West Virginta, reﬂechng sp[rit of sohdarhy that
won 1949.50 strike.

local press dealt with sketchily and the n:llmna! L.lp:lahsl press not at all. T hc maost
ihat eould be gleaned from the big dailies. was that the wives were “taking” “the
long fight and empty food baskets brcause they had no chioice. In truth, however,
the mtc they played was not a passive but an amivc onz. Here are but a few mcxdcnt\.

It seems thut the union had pcnmﬂcd pumpers and a- ﬁ.w ‘sther maimenance
“men to work for the Pur\glavc Coal Co, during the stike, The women took a dif-
ferent attinde. They threw up two picket lines, ote hlocking the road and the other
~the bridge leading to the tipple. They let only the foremen theough, This action-
on the part ‘of 50 women who 1ok malters into their own hands net only stopped
the maintenance men but quichly led :hc comp.my o “m.u:.sldcr" i i
lq. 1o h.m. m:umcnance men. -

In Lhnrlmon W. Va., the women Jmncd the plC‘ct Imc ol‘ their men, Thc
“snobbery of the owner's son panivularly aroused their anger, The women pu.kcls
stripped his shirt and jabbed hatpins into his shoulders. The **roughing op®of the
scion of wealth led 1o arrests but did ant stop the women front continuing with their,
picketing, : ' . B

The women also tok uan active role un the question of miners” relicl. While
the mincts appealed 10 other labor bodies, the wives went door ts door in their nwn
- and surrounding communitics and then they betped decorate the hall, ieet delega-
tions of UAW and other workers who had displayed their labur solidarity by con-
tributing to miners” reliel, and aided in the distribution of the food 1o the most neel
familics,
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Precisely because the role of the womcen was an active ong'it was inevitable
that it should lead to organization, In Beckley, W, Va.. the women decided to back
. up their hushands in the fight for a contract by oq,amzmg themselves into a Women's |
Auxiliary. They. formed this orgamzntmn *“to help miners ai all times, particularly. -
-during strikes. " Mrs. Haynes Hnywo'r.h wife of the treasurer of the UMWA local
" -at Amiga; and urgam:cr of this women's auxiiiary, wasasked what the wwcr. v.ould
hund-: d*cldcd o go hack to work wllhuut a contract. : :

she :mswcn:d qulckly. “thcy’d have 1o da the hnuscwork 106 Thc.)
will h.wc lu build fires; ook their own food, wash Wheir, own clodies, clcan lhc
housc am.. hm: hh) s;m.n w tas.r: carc of the cluldn:n whlh. ihey are in 1hc mmas.

L But lhcrc was ncw:r any quc-:uon atall — exu’:pt it the minds uf capna'l:-:
reportets '~ of the miners rcturnmg to work without a contract. The miners -
~ themsclvés ot only fought against the: coal barons, they also weloomed the aciion
. of their wives, Gae miner said:: **Our. wives are nghr We can't wnrk on cmpt}' .
stomachs. And we won 't work without a comrncl :

“"These ‘sctions ‘on the part of the wnmcn w:lt be sure (o Icavc their mnrl. on -
thc Cuml':umly as 4 wholc.

. THE MINERS’ REL!EF COM‘\ﬂTTEE _
But u.h:u 3ruly became a lr:m-.mon pmnt for the strike was the r.mk-and file Mmcn
. Ralief Cnmmmcc. With all established avenues of aid dried vp or cut off, 1he lup privrity
- became relief,’ masswc ‘relief 1 help feed te miners snd k::ep the cp\.r\sors from slarving
us into defeat. R.:yn from heér vantage point of being there, was able 10 gayge bath the
“mouvd 2nd needs of the mincrs and their families. Moreaver, she also knew that workers

in oiher industrics were in complete :ympathv with the miners and were very anxious ;-
~to help. Her position was clear and simple ~ and revolutionary: have the minets go 10

other.workers, but cspecially 0 thc.sc. arcas whcrc other S'.ute-Capml M Tl:mir..m.y (Johmnn—
Foms') mcmbt.r-. could kelp. " e

S Red”? and 1 ulkcd .abuut l!w idea ol‘a miners! rcllc!'conum'lcc 16 other nl‘fccrs and
rank-und-file miners at a meeting in Scott’s Runon Februnry 14. A'motion was passed

‘1o notify all lecals 1o send delegates to unother meetiog, that Thun.dny to organize the com- .
rnittee.. When we met to discuss our plars, District officials suddenly burst into the hall,”

yelting about a miner who hud been shot that afternoon on a picket line. ‘They twid us

to forget abewt the committee and to sturt rounding up pickets Lo be out in full foroe ot .
that mine the next morning. I'm sure they were trying touse the excuse oﬂhc mincr b..mg s

shot to brcai. up our mccung before _we could ke uny cuon._

the mecting on counse. Replying to the District officers that we ccmnnly would be at the
minic the neat moming, he pointed out that it would only take a minute w0 do wha the
weeting had been called for: 1o approve a reliel committee and appoint commities members
*ta go out and get the aid from nther workers throughout the country. This w s dong, and
. the Grant Town ofticers volunteernd their local's p\m office bmc aumber as the efficis
“ matling eddress of the committee,

The following weck, two miners headed East to Pennsy lvania, Mew Jersey and New
‘rnrk. and twa others went Wast into Obio and M:r'hu_..m AL were totaily commitied 1o

“ But "Rcd " who fad bec un.xmmously etocted s chairman nf lhc commitiec. kept -

=i'
o
|
o
S
'.
4
:
!
!
!
1]
i
1
3
i
!
%
I
]




it wners spill out of meeting lall in Diownsville, Penosylvania,
Tollowing rejection of UMWA Py ideat Juha L, Lewis” demand that they
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return io work and end the national wildcat strike that rank-and-file miners
were directing.
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-winning the strike; and no more effective speakers could have been sent out to do the -
- job. One of them had' been arrésied for unluwlul picketing and ‘was undu' a court order
prohibiting | hr.m f’mn ]mvmg the county, Hz fearlessly pmcla:(m!:d his’ conlempt for that
law 1o every group of workers that he spoke to, not only inwpassioned appeals for aid,

bul most pnwcrf‘ully and c[nqucnlly by hls nclual prcs:ncc. _m OhIO Pcnn-:ylvama aml )

Dunng lhls‘ penod (he Ier.a] prcss nnd ‘company miner -;zoogcs lm:d o uh:p up an
anti-red hyst:n:: accusing the strike leaders. of being Comnunists or dupes of Communists;”
ging that réds and outside agitators were infilirating ; and mkmg over the lezder:-
&Rt and [ had faced such chargcs ofcoursc but r:ml.- nid- file mmc.rs
always came 0 our. d~|‘cnse and ofien. expmcd our .sccuscrs to m oppo:.nmn umon g
buruu.cmlf ur c«.\mpany "stoo! plgwns. : !

. We had hccn caught in'the oold war, anti- red ammsp‘tcrc lhm had bccn rationally
orclw.strnm‘d by the  press and administration for over a year. The scnsatmnnhsm included -
the surident rcoorung of the Chambers-Hiss trial; the natioawide purge of leftists from
the orgammd tabor moverhent, especially in the UAW, CI0O, and United Electrical Workers
‘Union; as well as the media attention on the Chinese Revolution that was nearing v:clory
-under the lc.sdcrshlp of Mac Zedong. with the nauoml pre.ss corps. dcmandmg to Lucw

“Whao las‘t Chma"" ST . . ] .

* The red- ballmg and arcuﬁaimns look a pamm.lar[y vicious turn whzn 2 ¥an of rchef .
~ collected in New York by a teackers” union, the ‘Americzn Labor Party and the Progressive -
.- Party came in o the Barrackville ocal union. those who brought the food und cloihmg
alsa came wn.h movie cameras and lights to photograph the delivery, and they in'rem. -
were photmraphed and their visit reported in the local press; A militant Black Barrackville’
muncr. Solomon Tate, who had ren as an clector on the ?rogrcssm. Party ticket in 1048, x
and wha had been instrumental in getting the rcllc:i‘ cam jn for special press condcmnn- .
" tion. The reports always linked Tate's Progressive Par:y affiliation to the fact that he was’
- a zhief coordinator of the food distribution at the local, and that many Blacks accepted .
" the relief. The implication was clear that the Black famlhes and CSPCCIE“\' Tate were
il snm:.huw un-Amcnmn for acu:plmg t.he “tred't ruod

A ﬂow of ncwspaper amclcs and cdx.o als hlt out at t}'c narrackwllc Iocnl union '5
. president and other officers for permitting **red"” food to be distribuied at the local union
hall. The drumbeat of press “attacks became so vicious that many Tocal nnion pree:dcms
- publicly denounced the accepiance of any “eped food, some even declaring that: “n:d"
_food sent to their local:: shn.ﬂd be” dumped into the rl\cr. )

TRI—STA'! E NIEETING

* Instead of i mi:nsn) ing their activity, the SWP at this point becmm: worned about P..aya 5
jud"mcn. and where the red-baiting might lead, The Kational Gffice called for a Tri-State
Meeting of SWP union activists in Penna}lvama‘ Ohie and Wcs?_ Virginia to be held in

“Youngstown on February 26, The stated reason was to pet a full repan on what was hap- -
- pening in the mines and 1o coordinate regional action, tut we sli knew it \.\.ns 10 d:wuplme
- us. Five of us atiended from Morganown und Ravn acted as Secretary.”

2. Wayne Staie Um\':rsnly Archives of Labor und lu")au Alfaifs, Raya Duna\cv\mya Cu]lmmn.
Detroit, Michigan, pp. 1485-91,
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L = Andy and 1 h.wc pul lh-u yn:zrs in lhc mines amd are accspted 25 cual mincrs,
not’ as students,” Welhave had ‘quite a bit of. struggle with- fighting the local
bure.aucmcy .4 77 {Then he recapitatated the story ‘of the strike, from Lewis®s three-’

day waork week to the actual géneral strike 1o the situation @ thut moment:] *"The -~

“miners are getting hungr} Credit fat the iocal company storc) was cut off and
Trestored. They are out in the cold, starving, and there is no state relief in West
Vqu:ma. We thought it was time to start a relief committee &, [ . We called a mass -
rncs.!:l‘lg of the officers"of these loculs.” They felt it would be a “wonderful thing.
" e activity thus far has beea sending out cnrrcspondcnce to labor weeklies inthe
U.S. — thére arg 145 — asking them to call union meetings and send relief to this
anea. This pamcular move was sanctioned by the District, but we werc told 10 *be
sure to steer clear of fed locals.” Their {the District’s) hands are tied and they can't

-, tegally go out and soticit help, The work must be done by rank-and-file minsrs and
onan individusl basis . . . Then this committee decided to send oul two miners
o contact other unions. We ‘coniacted Freddic (Raya) in Piusburgh who contacted
Sam in Younbstsu-n und when the two miners got there they got a good rcccpuor..
Thcy ca!led ta say they: had ‘5501 .md were gomg to’Akron and. Dctmu .

-. Frank dcalt v.uh the n-d h.mmg thn we st:ma‘l t}ns committee, the loca.l newspaper
colummnist, wio has a fabor column and his own committee, The Democratic Labor Com-
. miftee, was culled up and 1wld about it. Immediately he became suspicious and wrolc a

- coluran say.ng the " mmers 1nuist be very careful waere they get help.’ Fo!iuwmg this the

Republicar paper congratulated the Democratic labor cclummst who cnmmucd 20 write
nbnux ‘thskvxs.:, :md lhe:r :n.llvmes. T

Frank also rt‘porod the Icncrs ffom and to the GWP office in Ncw York' “The first =
" letier we got urged us to be cantious. Then came a second fetter, f-eforz they got our let-

ters ahowmg we had secured the District suppon for the relief committee. in wmch they
T xaid, ‘We lold yuu to be cauuuus and now , .~." But that was bcforc lhcy kr'.cw we gol
:Im suppors.’ N

"\l:hough lhc SWP Icaders at lhl.s Tn-Swte Mecung insisted lh.i.'l .my' “!Itlcmpl to

'gcncnlu:c the opposition of the rank-and-file tiners o Lewis **into a *revolt” would
be dangerous, ™ und that *“we would be averhasty if we tried te equate the Lewis bureaucracy

" with the others, say in the steel union™ — nevértheless, by the end of the mecting they "
mmluded that *'the Morbanlown ‘comrades have done one of the finest jobs of any of
“our trade uhivn fractions . . . And now in gesting the relief issve and petting the backing -

‘of the district, they have seized the center of the problcm . « . The important :hmg is now
& g»t aid fmm stcci and other unmn: dnd 1o makc a mcccss of this venwre . . .

L We cnnunucd to cxp.md our wurk with thx. relicl committee. The SWP did pmvc
hclpful since many of their members working in rubber, steel, auto and other industries
did hclp 1o arrange local union meetings for the miners 1o speak. Everywhere, the worker
“responses were iminediate, and funds began to stream in to the committee. But it was
Detroit which proved most importwit of uli, breatse there the miners met twe auto-worker
mcrnbem of'the State-Capitalist TLnucncy who were m-.trumcnz.xl in mobilizing w!ml became
a clly -wide l't.llcf program to hclp the mmcrs. with thc ginnt Ford L:x:al 600 spc.arhc.':dmb
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’\Tol.hng could bct er dcscﬂbc thc -.mpacx cl‘ that s:'lravan ﬂ
fur ’ﬂ't Mxluam : :

PUHEIOVL. W, Va.—March 6—-Therc was Jubll;mun in Purag]m'e toddy. lell 3
. Massey. chainnan of the Mirers Relief Cemmittee, got word from Tommy Thernp
" son, president of UAW Local €00, tha! a food caravan from Detroit auto u.nrkcrs
‘was on its way to West V:rgmm mincrs. tmimediarely Masscy “*Happy'* Conduck,
Joc Kuhn and iheir wives left to mtettept lhu food truck a Wa'ih.nbtun P'x and
cscort it mm Wcst Vlrg:ma

Al thc same nmc ather 13 'VIW mcrrbus began lo ‘dizvrate Dn!las Hall o “clcnmc
_ 1his foud reiief from their fellow workers. The West Virginia University Students
“ for Mincrs Relicf offercd to paint the signs, These were ready when the caravan
arrived; and read: “*Welcome Food Caravan™, **United Labor Can Lick the Taft-
" Hamley Law™, UMW and UAW Fight Together” “UMW District 31 Miners
Greet Brather lhumpsnn President UAW Logcal 600" . Meunwhile, word spread

. quickly in **The Run'™ and 100 mmcrs and the:r wives filed into the hall.

Tummv Thumpson had 10 return 1o Dcl. itnmediately tut thréee UAW Cnm-
mitteemen,’ Ardnc Occaciu. Hoe Hogun and erlum Houd rema incd to cc!cbmtc
“with the miners :

When the mccung was calted to oide T, Iht_ miners :lcﬂdul 10 honor lhc a ho
workers, by clecting onc of them, W illiam Hood. 10 act as chainnan of their rncﬂmg. :
Tie firt 10 speald was Archic Ocuacia, He spude of inbor solidarity “'not only of
the miners and the auto, workers, but of the wbnl; CI0 and A.F. of L. There is.
need for the whole laboiing class to sticic togethewr. If yon hurt my brother, you
hurt me. 1t the operutors had beaten the UMW it would have das:m)c d ali nrg:m- -
ized labﬂl‘ since the U\flw is the strongest URIOT in LT COUNETY. "),

When miners cheercd the 12 tons of food that ‘thic auto workers hnd sent, and .. -
a theck for $1,000 from UAW Local 1:00;-and another for $233 from Local 155,
Joe Hogan rose to say that the auto workers dids’t come **to got thanks from the -
. miners, but 1o give thanks to the mircrs for their sptendid figiit™” which was not
. enly in hehalf of lhcmscl\l::- but hclpcd the whole labor mmcmcrs.

- The spirit of labor solidarity rode hibh and 1|n.|||y willis '\rLlS\L'\-' mv. 10 thank
the autn workers and to sny what he as a mmcr feit won the fight. Ifc distinguished
beiween **instinnional and spiritual unjon™".**Iuis true,™ he continued, **that the

- trensury, the building and all worldly gmds that the union passesses could be con--
fiscated by a 'l‘aft-H.mlcy Governmznt,” Rut’ what. |h-.:y cannat cunfiscate is pur’
- spiritual union. And that is because the spirit of unionism and labor solidarity s
nct enly,in us as a gronp but ic in every individual miner. What is inthe soul of,
- every miner no one can take away, no one can break. "' He closed by stressing the’.
labor solidarity evident here in the help of the auto wurkcr-: “Our \ucmry shows .
: wha: can be dune when we fight together.””

. The susiicnce cheered, The morale of these miners who h.nl_pm won their con-
tract fight apainst the aperators was raised higher by the display of labor solidarity,
They cheered the representatives of the auto workers, and ook them on 1 tour of
the mining comnuwnity. There were ne bands and no funfare, just a simple s! showing |
of worker to worker of where and hnw he lives and ‘of th:_ why ul'ihur mn\'..ml
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s:ﬁigglc'aghihii the groedy operators. T auto workers will hive a story 1o take.
. back to their f-*llcw warkers in Detroit which will funht:r cement thc labor unuy
of the two great bodlcs of. orgnmzcd labar.

~ Qur \hnm Relief Curummee camie under the pmmcnon of lhc: rank-dr.
und especially Ihcsc ‘whe wcnt out to »peak to workers’ meetings in other ams.‘Thcy

- defended the commitice and accuu:d our attackers of being against the siners and their .

i strupple that dcpended on s:mple survival, We had broaght in more zid th:m all the other -
“groups combined. We.were so successful that the others, who had been sn.eanng us wnh
ﬂlc "l‘ed" bnlsh were cager | l'm' us io “join" them. ;

- Our reli:f cnmmutee, in op-zrztinn for only two weeks, got over $5 00 in cash

contributions front workers in other industrics, plus the relief truck caravan. The .

relief pipeline was open, The npernmrs and gr.wcrmnenl were not gomg to starve us
mlo submission. -

The coal npemors capnulated Federal Judgc Raymond Keclch hcanng the govern-

" ment's Taft-Hartley case against Lewis and the UMW, nied in favor of Lewis amd the

unlon; and on March 3, 1950, the contract was signed. We got a 70-cent daily wage in-

"‘crease and 10-cents-per-lon more in the Welfare Fund. Lewis gave up the "wnlimg and
able™ clause and :mcept-d afi ve-day )ezrly lll'n!l on the Memarial i’crmd

THE qTRIl\E’S mSTORIC SHGNIFILANCE

Tht. gul! ..eparalmg ‘Lewis from the rank-and-file is s=er not nnly in the dx!"ferencc

between what Lewis settled for and what the miners wanted, but also by the continaation

. ofthe 1949-50 strike in the wildcat strike that erupted in the next year, 1951, when the |

_miners in norlhern West Vlrgmm demanded comprehensive senlority rights. While the”

miners had one of the oldcsl umons in lhe naucn th"y had never had scmomy protecuon
in theu' contract - 5

" Wit the miners fcarod came ‘true lmmedmlely the coniinuous miner ushered in

thousands of layoffs. Mincrs with as litde as a week on the job were kept working, while

.-~ others with as snuch as 30-40 years were fired. As Raymond put it: **We didn’t know

- atthat tinic that Appalachia would be formed into a degression area from this. But peojle -

_wanted the seniority system to have the right to get off this machine, not to geton it, becaun_:
“they were young pcoplc and it was a man-k:l]cr. And so the pew strike brokc om

That wildeat strike cenlcrcd ot Consol’s 13 mines in nonhcm Wcst Vsrgmu but qu:chy
threatened to spread as minces from other areas began 1o plead for us to come and putl
them ot because they faced the same situation. So intense were the feelings of those of
us on strike that we farced Leowis and Consol to negotiate a seniority protection clause
without first going back to work. This was the first time a provision was won beiween
national contract pegotiations while workers were still on strike. Always before, the com-
pany demanded, under law snd the contract, that wu. first go back to work before any
agreement could be reached. o

Lewis and the operators. had c!early undcrslood the rcvolunor.ary u-tphcannns in lh:.
1949-50 rank-and-file movement. That became the last greal Firtke Lewis ever led, and
never ngaln did he dxrcclly involve the mnk-and-ﬁic in any contract ncgnt.auom. All subsc-
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~'quent contract wiks were held in secfecy, and we first leatned of new agrecments when .

* they. were reported in the newspepers. Lewis made his peace with 132 coal operators by -

_ giving them (he green Jight ba automation — the continzous miner, Within'10 years. from - -
1950101960, the nation’s wincis were slashed from 500,000 1 tess than 175,000, The:,
whale of Appalachia became a permanently deprssed 'region for two decedes. o )
7 "Whe historic significance of the 1949-50 sirike, howéver, was not only thal the

. miness had Tevealed in the course uf the strike that they were fav ahrad of their

" tewders = even such sn able and militant leader as Lawis certainly had been. They
“ ' bl slso demanstrated that to achieve their ends they had 1o create their ovwit organiza-
" ticn — the smass meeting. They had mede their ‘own decisions, carried them out ia
uppasition to the power, of the government, coal operators, a hostile press and their
*“awn unien Icadership, sud at the same time had directly involved broad segments ..
. oFihie werklnig class in the uation, To soine, many of the (hings the miners aid seem- |

" ed spontasteous, as though the actions cume from nowhere. Just the opposite is true,
The spontaieily of the miners flowed from their own repeated colléctive thought 2ud

*“action-that preceded their “spontansous” netivily. B PR

Bat the 1949-50 events alss demonstraied that actual concrets activity in thought as.. -
-~ well'as in practice proves that philosophy is not merely subjective, but objective. The
.over-iiding impenance of philosophy was that ous of the sirike was born the passion for
-working out what the strike meant. It wasn’t a question only of the rank-ond-file not ac-
©" cepting Lewis, but a question of the rank-and-iile looking for a whoic new divection. The
" ‘mingrs, the first in basic industry to face the inhumanity of Astomation in the form of
"+ the continuous miner, and acting on the thought which they alonie possessed because of
the concrete position they occupied, showed mass reason-at work in history. The kind
of questions they were asking about Wit kind of labor should human beings do?™ is

- what they. wanted answered. T

% The stozy of the historic significance of the 1945-50 Minen® _Génémi' étfilée décs not”
_end here, then, but begins anew with the develapment of the new philosophic categories
that were created under the impact of these avents and that gave birth to Maraist-Humanism.
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'!‘he Emergence aﬁ a New
‘Mqvement from Fractncg thaﬁ

The dialectic of the 1949-50 Miners® General Strike; a3 it was transformed from a
Tewis- aulhnmcd strike that . lready had lasted some six nionths into a challenge to John -
L. Lewis hlmscll' Taid the ground for new ways of thinking. The historic *c_,eumn by
. the miners of Lewis® order to retuim to work had 1mbued the old ‘slogan,:**Ne Contract,
N Wark," with new meaning because of the tonlly new question the miners raised: “What |
Au-dcﬂabur should man du”“ Ina “word. by bcmg conceraed notjust with the uncmplny-
_ . ment that is always taused by ngw machlncr}. but with the unbndgc.ablc gulf between
"+ manual 2nd mental labor, which the continuous Tuiner widened, they were pointing 16 new .
directions, i had fer some )can. been developing the theory of smte-cap:mhsm and 10
me the Miners® General Strike seemed 10 totich, at ene and the same time, a cancept Marx
had designated as alienated labor end the absalute opposnc to it, which M:lrx had spuled
'oul as the end of the division betwecn mcnt.nl and manal l-.bur .

‘Indeed, thc uw.tuyncss of Marx:sm shcne throngh imlhanll} in the Miners® nmmdc
to u passage L had read to them from hearx nn the “:mmm:\wn"‘ *“The lightening of the
labor, even, becomes a sont of torture since ‘the machine docs not frec the taborer from.,
wmn. but deprives the wmk of all interest’ " tvcn the tact thai the miners did ot
know that this passage was from Marx created a transh.r:r.cc when they insisted that the .

.. man who wrote that must kave been in their mine, it was so perfecta dmﬂpuon of Automa-
uon. spemﬁcally thcn' cunun.u'us tminer which they. called a “man-k:ller. ML

[ 3 l;d me m eohelizde lhal mo ew’ vamagc points were needed fur lhe bool. I lud
been. working on. titled S:ate-Cuptm!um and Marxism.?; One was that’ xhc Amcncan
worker should become a polnt of departure not only as “roat’” of Marxisni but’ asa pr-'smcc
today, | ‘hcrcfore prnpused to.my co-leadurs in the Jotinson-Forest Tendency (JFT) -

* C.L.R; James and Grace Lee — that s worker be present at future discussions o!'.hcdrans ks
of the book, The second Vanug,c point was to be the dinlectic as Lenin mtcrprclcd itin .
his Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logie. Four months before the strike erupted, 1 had
finished the first-ever English translation of that historic 1914 cacounter ‘of Lenin with
Hq,cs .md wuh hm:f commcnts hnd lmnbm-iled it 1o Jumes nnd Lee. A mrcc-way cor-

3 This (' st version uf whal was m bcmrnf.- Munrm. nn..r Freedom was subnlmud 1o Oxfon! Ualver”
: sity Press in 1947, Fthen sent it 10 Piof, Juan Rubinson. (The ottline 1 senl her with hrrmllquc
noted ‘on it is included in the Wayne Stae University Archivey of Labor and Urban Affairs, =
Raya Dunaysvskeys Collection, pp. 472-503.) it was the year that | £irst visited West Virginla -
with the aim of establishing a new lncal there of miners und snedenis, The fulivwing yeur (en
my retum from France, where | prescnted my siatc-capitalist position {n'a debate with Srnest
Mande! before a conference of the Fourth Iniematiozal}, 1 moved to Pittsburgh so I could work
wuh both steel uurhcm in l’utz\burgh und ininers in West Virginiz.
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Wh:!e we seemed to bc as enc.on thc n:cd to work ot the rcl..ucnsh:p bet\nc&n oh--
) Jecnve and subjective for the suse-capitalist age that Lenin had werk“d out for the mnncpo]y
= stage of capitalism, that relanonslup hetween objcc.lve and b_]:clwc was 5p0i€cn of oniy
m gcncra! o how hcwcvcr. wn.h an 0'lgcur.g strike in pmgress wiat had been a discussion
and urgency. Indsed, it gamcd a wholc few d:mcn- -
; :on lhrough what :he rmners wcrc dmng and lhmkmg

LU On Fehruary 14 somer.hmg qaltr moméntous h.;ppcned 'Fhe workers whn had votcd
. down Lewis’ order to rotum to work had been debating what to do nex. ‘Fhey were aleeady.
. TNCAT smrvalmn. The ‘only rcl.cf lhcy were geiting camé lhmugh ‘*charity.” Then, on .~
L F:bmary 14, minersin Scotts Run voted {or the motion that- *Red"" and Andy brought. ’
_ to a meeting to establish a commitee of miners to 3010 the r.mk-and-f‘ le of other unions
- to ask for help. Ciearty, & great deal more than just getting money was involved in that .
- metion. The point was how to do away not only with mere ““charity’’ donations but with.
-dependence on union leaders. Approving thns metion significd establishing iabor tuhd‘.n- i
ty from below. 'lhrcr. days !aler‘ 'Lh:s monun was lmplcmeuted ai an a:cd-mue uscelmg
of !ocal umor.s. -

'I‘ln miners clcctcd two mmmmces. onc to go “East.and the o:hcr We«t " was .
bcccmt lhe u.mlng point of the whole strike. You have read in Am; Phitlips’ nccount
how our comnudes at the university got the idea of PICkEllnb.Jl... basketball game It was

A lhclr way to try 1o break down the division between the miners and the stedents: As one
of pur comradcs put it, looking back to the maghificent caravan of food, "clothing and
moncy. from the autdoand stecd rank and filé workers: “*Let’s face it, There' was something
about the daep philosophic probing that helped get Its, and wond"r of woncers, iteven
gol the main red-baiter to smp referving 1o us as “fly-by- nights. runan. arcumd town”.
and to sk people to feave us alonc as we were doing a good _;o ’

l' was on February 15— thc day after thc miners had taken Ihc first action to eslabl:sh
that new Miners” Relief Commities — thai James, Lee and 1 held the first meeting on -
thc book at which a v.orkcr wos prescm. {He happencd to be the ‘one who would soon
arrange the lnrgest meeting in Detroit to raisc a caravan of hclp for the miners. ) Here

. is the way I began my presentation: “Just as the l945-46 Geneeal Sirike transfermed the
abstract Russian Question on property forms into onie of actual production relations, 5o
. at present the struggle of the miners 2ad the new content they have infused into ‘No Con--
tract, No Work™ is what gav‘. me lhc unpulsc 10 go ima. thc essential dmlecucal dcvclop-
sment of Marx hlmsclf .

: Y'then pmceeded to trace Murx's own dcvclnpmcm 1843 -73. It made clear Marx's
- - mew historic points of departure that occurred in the 1860s. Ever since John Brown's at--
tack on Harpet's Ferry, Marx hadt been talking about » new epoch that was dawning, which

- was sure to bnng about a Civil War in the U S, In discussing how M.xrx bcgnn ance more’

' d.‘_ Sce Appendu A 10 this pamphlc( for 4 descnpme :hmnology of 35 I:ch wrilten bcl\!-ml .
- Feb. 1B, 1949 and Jan. 15, 1951, Thc l'ull text of alt these |m:n Iy :ncludcd in the A:clme\
cnllecnnn. e 1595 1734,

Thn. minutes of !hm mcelll'lj; are lncluded in lh. Anhlvtx collrctmn Fp- I3RS l*‘}-‘
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- W rework Cap.ml in 1865-7, I said; Thcrc is 1he .rammc-.m Ncgm revolt in 1865 There L

Cwas 1hc Polish rc\nlmwn 1863, Then theré e the Factory Reports, Marx asks Engels -~
fora pamph ot on Mﬂc'lm\.t)r ‘He' works out the average working wage, The whole histery
o bcco'nes the history of praduction, ot the history of theory. " [ concluded “Dxalec- .

.'lu'a]ly. the pmhlcm et‘ fnnn is lhe pmbkm of the cumract tnda

LENIN’S PHILOSOPHIC NOTEBOOKS

; As tcr lhc seeond new vamngc point that [ proposcd for the book — Lenin's Abstract.
af Hegel’s Science of Logic ~-1 began this way: *“Lenin was, of course, u revolutionary

g bv.fore be read Logic.** But 1 stressed, he now felt the compulsion to re-evaluate

-his whole methodology in analyzing ‘subjective us well as objective events. The shocking

a:mx.l.annny of the war and the collapse of the Second International resulied in a break
with his own phumup!uc past of mechanica) marcmllam Now Lenin saw ir, tha Hegelian
dialectic of regativity the need for z concept of goal, ‘the future that- revolutionarics were

aiming at. As Lenin put it **Mavernent and self- movcrncm + Who would believe that .
“this is the ‘core oF Hcgclmm.sm. of abstmct and abstrusc (difficuly, absurd?) chclmmsm‘!_ B

.We must dlsduse this care, gmsp it, save, shell. it nur, purify it .-, .f"

As lh:s dlacus‘mn of Lenin funilcr hsghhghtcd his prem-upmon wuh du. Doctring

" of the Notion ~- that is, with the sub_]eclwc as well as the ohjéctive paths o tiberation —

. the worker we !md inviied 10 the discussion summed it up: - Whien yois dont have a po-

tion of the future, you just counter-puse essence to form: Is that what alf thi&_ means?*' : )
. =Clca.rl\.' the . worker's presence at this first mectmg on the *:Murx buok™. went a great -
> deat funhcr than *“the class Guestion.”* The worker was grapplmg with !hc qhes' on of -

concepn as well as the rc!anmshlp ol‘ subjccmm. to ubJr.-cuvc.

Thc ncw l‘nrm for the book wi lch I was pre ’ 'tmg md ﬂu: dxmsss:on around it, as

well ay thc ongoifig stiike, convinced me that the graund was now cleared for me lo £ finish . | .
.the book; which I now began to call “the Lenin Book."" However, upor my return’io)”

'Pnlsbuq,h [ found that the Socialist Workers Pany (SWP) was sufficiently womnd abou

-+ the n:d-h.utm; taking place and distrustful enough ‘shout the West Virginia branch und-‘_
‘my activity with them that they called a tri-state mecting of the, members from Pittsburgh, .. -
__Wcst Virginia and Ohio — where they would have a majority, We wers conf'dent that .

'wc nnuld be vmd;ca:cd when !hcy hcard the rmners own rcpons.

- By :hc end of thai February “6 mcu.tmg. :hc:r Icadcr. Hary Bra\'s‘mtan. ...uJ' 1
hc.'lc\"‘ the Morgantawn comrades have done one of the finest jabs of uny of our trade -

" union I'muluns. Morgantown has pushed the 5!1ual.nn frum a local’ question ad made

it into 2 nation  ome, and in caterding the strike they. aiso seized upon anothcr basic issue; e

- relief, which is the center of the question now, l:.\'cr)thml. else is set = the men have

‘determined not 1o 2o back to 'work, And new in geiting the relief issue and gelting the
backing of the district, they have scized the cemer of the problem again ;- The | impor-
tant !hm;_. is noW to get aid from stecd und other utmons wnd v iake » siceess of this ven-
fure L Onee we act wnh caution .md h.w CRLUTEH ‘uck-ug.. liu:n we can pmu'cg.l -

’1 Scr Mmum uf T Hmc Mcelmg imludm! i the r\n.hnc\ ol In"iun PP N\!S gL

8157

A e

TAR Y bt e o e e




. " When Frank asked whether it would be possible for me to come down to West Virginia
for several days, pormission was guickly granted. This time I was there with the official -
- approval of the SWP. Indeed, the Militant published my March 6§ 1pont of the jubilation -
< -/ that grected the afrival of the caravan from the UAW Local 600 workers. You have read
©itin Andy'sTeeport < o S

"% One point which concerns the miners’ reaction when ihey came o hear the debate "

- between Harry. Bravermiun and me on the *Russian Question’" (which was then going

7 full blast in preparation for the” 1950 SWP convention) is important 1o record although

"' i hot directly sélated to the strike: As Frank repofted thé incident: **Wher the twi miners
who came up with Andy and nic to_hear what to them was a very abstract debate, they -
nevertheless recognized mor: clearly than we did where it was all going. The conclusion

*. they drew Vst “This means-split.” They were happy about it : o

What, however, is more important o record, to show why the mingrs fult s0 close
to us, was that many of the packages sant in the relief caravan comained the name and
address of the worker who had sent it and who was asking for correspondence with the *
miner who received i One miner summed up the foelings of many when he said: **We -
have never seen anything like this befare. We have never had relief openste this way." -

"It was the rank-and-fife 10’ rank-and-file development that likewisc opencd a new stage’
in the consequences of this great movement from practice. 1 was anxious to continue my
correspondence with some of the miners and was wondering whether [ should not aiso
work out a new essay on coal, Here are the two letters sent outon March 14, oneto “Red™
and the other to James: . o L

March 14, 1950

Di:'ar J: .

- My dear Marx is always on the spot. Yes, he was inthe very latest mine strike.
1 riow turits out that ameng the udditions in the 1872 edition [of Capifal] was the
- transposition of a long footnote on miners into the text itselly you' will find it on
pp. 541551, As soon as 1 get down at least some: notes on the literslly dozens of -
books I have read on goal in these past wo weeks, 1 will put it away for a while - -
“since there secms to be no chunse for an article. Or 1 may decide to write a'rough
{very rough first) draft sy way and then just Lot it Yic with you and me in that coidi-
. tion unti we gei ready to rewark. In the imcaitime 1 will return to work an CAFITAL, -
-, " (You can keep the minutes as 1 am being permitted the branch copy; but please
* do find JB's MS. Will sce you get all cutreat matenial possible,) -

* Meanwhile some gossip. You noted in the minutcs that the initiative for the
tri-state discussion was rol from Pgh, but from Youngstown where people with
higher trade union status of cither Bl or me reside. Frank had to come o town abowt -
his leg yestendoy 2nd so dropped in and told me that they now have a letter from
Youngstown asking **Red”” to come down there to speak to the Ohio branches, and
P*gh. would be invited toc. Naturally he accepted, There is no doubt that both *'Red™
as 1 new member and the importance of the stike and relicl actions has tade
Youngstown more than wish it was closer to Morgantown; an actuat tic-up that-a- .
way is being builtup .=, - A o :

Back 10 coal for a ifwte; § could deal with it dither in the contert of a full
cenmry, 1849-1949 (the Mt srike an union occurs in U5, 1849), or rostrict myseli’
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“fo the tio WW [World Warsl when ali the wghnologual ch..nhez- o, l'i'k. cn:.:s .
" in coal, you know, began in 1924, not 1929, It seems many, “friends”” of !T.III".ET'S‘ -

" as'Vell as the cop! barons thought that mchnology would climinate the usion since .

t woukd eliminate that lndcpendencc of the miner-and make him a buton pusker

even as it did ihe factory operative. who was nit organized (1925). The interlude

" of newnéss however lasted buta couple of years and the strikes reconed ever more

sharply .md in fact the initistive comes from the most mechanized mines, , 8 it came‘h :

in this’ very latist onc. Thcre is po. nchcr mine I'or lohnsomsn th;m a rcal mine.

: Manﬁh ':l::_ 1950

Sorry |h:n i kad not gc:tcn a chaucc tu see more of you hm uf course whcn '
- the class struggle is active nothing else has preccdcnce. However, the mzgaificen
. job you did plus the néarness (0 the masses just when both a great strike and an
' mdcpcndcm action such as reliel was baing *n‘umphshcd oughl not 1o beallowed
10 pass without SOMmE very precisc and claborate notes of every deail of the action
“and the resction for future use. Always, at the ead of such an action ¢ne finds how -
-~ much onz has grown in stature and experience, and how much more he will know
- the next time. The point is now not to let it disappcar as the past h.lt 10 write it
“down carefully and recxaniing fater.” - -

. No doubt Frank has told you that l am v.m-lung ana hzg article on cm.l A!lhou;,h: )
1 bavc read literally dozens of books and know the history of miners tor 2 full cen--
tury, nothing will be as vatuable in that aricle as the sctual 1atks with rank and
‘= filers on their spu::.ﬁc attituzjes. All thcur} yoa know, 10 Marxists is but the con-
© scious expression of the **instinctive strivings of the proletariat o recunstruct society
- on Communist beginnings,”™ as Trotsky pmmeduy put it. Moreover, the workers
themsclves have been the ones (o “invent™ new forms of orgenization, Take the
i the goud diys of Lenin and Trotsky. The workers spentancotisly ﬁmhhshu.l'_
- ther ‘and when the great Marxist theoredicians saw lhe m, they sa:d "Thal s i
und 1hcy made their. lhconcs more concrete,

. All this is merely to lead up 10 the ncccsslty to m.'zke of lhcury and pracucc

) onc. not two separale depariments. Hence, when } geta rough draft down in a month -
_or s, 1 most definitely want you 1o read it'and give me your cominents. Also, at
-some later stage T'will want'lo come down 1o \h)rgun.owu whd T hope it will be
posmhlc for you to ammg,c for me to meet some of the nuncrs and talk to 1.hc.m ele

Da let me know what you think of the iden of the article (pcrlu.ps 000 words)
on coal! what notes you have of the recent cxpcr:cncc anad in gtncnl wha. com-
ments you h.wc to mnhc.. i

' Cnm-nldd_y'. '

.*..*.. .*_. T }

Fuidn's gt fo see “Red"" then and I gave up the u!ca ul'lhc .mlclc on coal ashad
to engage in the debates on state-capitalism as the SWP was prepering for i its convention, -
Ahlnw.h lhc rank-und- ﬁln. miners \~.hn were diiect p.:r‘mp.mls when 1 debated wnlh Hany

37_'_., '
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ﬂravcrman in Pumburgh corrocily prcdmcd r.pln. we d::!n 4 -muall} go thnmgn with i
then. Just as 1250 wes pot aver when the’ miners went, back to work' in March 1950 but”
rc-cmcrgcd the next vear when they 3 mldmm:d aver scriiority in. ‘;e}'ucmbcr 1951, 50, though :
he JET had 1 not left the SWP whcn we :ubm ttcd mr documcnt on “ﬁlmc-Capuailsm ‘and .-
Wnrld Revnluhnn" i sm for guud and 3l
i Augt.sz lGSl

BE(‘INN[N(: ()F T HE E’\'D OF THE
JOH‘HSO\I-FOREbT TENDENCY

Thc shack was that it 'was a]so the beginning nl' thc cnd of a umwd Johns n-Forcs!
Tendency. _thrc 1 proposed that she fint issue of the new paper we planned o issue
>houid be devoted 10 the new mincrs® seniority stiike, Johusen {tames) opposed. He in-
Sisted that “our membership and their friends are the only audience I bhave in mind for
“the paper... . . 1fa mighty bubble brole out, $00,000 miners vs. John L. Lowis, and shook
" the minefields, I would. am budge an inch- from: our program.”™ We then went .
_~“inderground® pubhshmg ‘only a truncogmphcd paper unil 1953, It was during this
© pesiod, . 1951 52, that T continued my work on both phitnsaphy and the bmiv:. writing a
© 54-page outlmc wmch I dc\:lnpcd on lhc bns:s of” lhc Feb, 15, 19507 mcenng

The differences that dc\clopcd bctv-ecn Forcst and Jn‘msun ocnufrcd a&cr all
1 most criticz] period both internationally and aationally — 1950-1953, The Korzan w."
- and ;\'cCarihy!sm were raging‘and the death of Smim hmubht lI 1o cl:ma\. <

- . "The death of Stalin hfted an incubus from my beain, and it was inconceivable to me
_ that it wouldn’t do that for the Russian and [‘.asl Europcan workers. { looked forward to -
gr\:m cxplmwm. Charles D‘nhy tthe Black pmdumon worker, who was to become editor ™
of News & Lewrers when finally the break between me snd Johnson oecusted) called as
5000’ as his shift ended to tell me of the ..xcncmcnl in his factory as the radio blated the
. pews ot‘Smlm s death. Each warker was bavmg that he hndjusl the person o takc S'_a!:n 5
p!:cc - hu. foreman. | aslu:cl Dcnhy 0 come over fora d.scussmn.

W‘\cn he came over we spent scvcr.nl ‘hours taikmg abaut both Swalin's death and lhc
afﬁmly the American workers felt with the Russian workers, especially on the trade union
question, The discussion mmade it clear 1@ me that, far from the Anicrican workers con- .
sidering this 2 **Russian Qucumn," they were relating it to their own workmg conditions,
in the shop and their relationship to their own bosses and union burcavcrats, Denby asked
“me whether 1 remembered the chapter he had writier on the UAW in his autobiogruphy.®
‘where he had described the ever- -widening zulf between teaders 2od ranks, The conclu-

. sions he had drawn had been intensified by his ruu- in with those bireauctats when the -
nmk-and ﬁlc 'mncrs had comne 10 his local to ask ro. the a.no warkers” help during e

7. Thn mcnml dr.m of the houk ‘which 1'was then nllm;. “the l.emn h L Qs mcludcd in the -
" Archives collection, pp. 1735- 1796,

fadignant Heart was wTitien under !I:c pen naine of Mn-'hcw \Mmi and was ruhhsh_d in 195
This beeame it 1 of the new adition publisted ir 1978 under the tide Indignairt Heart: A Bluck -
’ ll-rr-ter '« Jourmnal, in which Chacles Denby included x whole new Part 11 that began with the
- events around the Monigumery Hux Goyoott in l'i'is. tive )c.nr Nens & Lvmr\ wis bom and -
he 'u:cnmc its macu \M‘llcr-edllur. KR -
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. Miners” General Strike. The mincrs, too, had learnad how cricial it was 1o deal dirictly
- with the runk-znd-file, who forced the butericrats 1o triple the amount they . had intended -

 Denhy felt the workees he Knew tould not only understand the problems the Russian

* workers faced, but thas they would find Jessans fer their nwn strupgies sgainst both the
“ union burzaucrats and the company.. He raised the question 1 had béen discussing with. .
“him some time before, on' the 1920-25 Trade Union debate betwéen Lenin and Trotsky,  ©
~ -He'said that i1 'eoild piit that Sy in the framework of what the woskers were experi- ~ ©
_.encing right then, he would by happy to distribute it to his fellow workers and tell me
their comments. Outside of the 1w days it 1ook me to write the political salysis of Stalin's
death, [ spent the neat fow weeeks writing the essay on that debate., which I called **Then
and Now.""® T decided also to send it 1o West Virginia and asked that our comrades there
should try to get the reactions of the miners 1o both Stalin's deith and the trade unjon debate.

-Once again I felt the coimpulsion to return to work on the Hegelian dizlectic. 'What
had begun in 1948 with the wanstation of Lenin's Philasophic. Notebowks, and continued
© - through 1951, made ine go this tine direcily 1 the Absolute Idea itself, ‘six weeks before
) . the ac:ua!'ﬁrs:‘rcbcllion from under otalitarianism did erupt in East Gennany on June -
37,1953, 10 be followed very shonly by revalt within Russiz itself, in Vorkuta, -

v
9

T ia Iettgf on Hegei's Scr'tl-:m:e:nj I.ag;'c; 1 W!’l)!c- to Grace on May 12, }_95.3:"_

ST 1 am shaking all over for we have come 1o wihere we part from Lenin, T mentioned
before that althouph in the approach ip the Absotute fdea Lenis: bad mentiencd that man's
cognition no oniy reflects the objectivie world but creates it within the chafzter he tever
_developed it."! In disagrecing with Lenin for telling ws that the Jast half of the final paragruph
of Hxzel's Logic is unimportant, I argued: *'But, my desr Viadimir Byitek. ii is not true;
s+, thezad of that page is important: we of 1953, we 'who have lived three decides after you

- and tried to absorb all you have ieft us, we can teil you that ', . +You didn't have Stalinism **

. to overcome, when transitions, revalutions secmed sufficient to bring the new society,: -

- "Naw everyune looks at the totafitariin onc-party state: that is the new which must be uver-
come by a totaliy new revolt in which everyone experiences “absolute liberation” |

4t T, % A T 8 r b e

. I'concluded .lhc letter t-)f‘Mny [2hy im_a;sling.thal lng.r_gcd with Lenin's inlérﬁfemtion
of Nature as practice and could sec why he was so attracied to it and stopped there, but

., 9. These attictes are both inctuded in the Archives collection, P 2180-2199, “Then and Now**
: appeated in the mimeogtaphed Correspondence of April 16, 1953, A greatly edited version
of my anticles on Stafin’s death had sppearcd in the March 19, 1953 jssue and initiated & dispute !
with Gruce Lee wha had edited it, It was printed as 1 wrets it in the isiue of April 30, 1953.
- Tenier | wrote o James on June 16, 195) shows how detailod was mmy study of Lenin's Philsophic -
Notchooks, in relation both to the specific sections in Hegel tht Leain was commenting s,
" and 1o the politival repercussions of his stindy. Because ! have just rediscavered it, (Hs kiter
has pot been incleded in the Archives collection a5 of this date, and s therefore reproduced
here us Appendiz B. | N S e R
. My **Leticrs on the Absolute Idea®* of May 12 and May 20, 1933 were published aleng with
- my translation of Letin's Phifosephic Notebooks os the very firm piblication of News and Let-
ters Committess. They are pan of my paniphlet, Dialectics «f Liberarion, available from News
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that 1 would cnr-unue ‘as Hegcl ..dwscd 10 the olhcr **seiences’? * where he first concludes
his view of the Absolute, Nature and Mind. The next week, on May 20, I concentrated
; on the final three Syllogisms of Hegel*s Philosaphy of Mind - paragraphs 575, 576 ard
577, Wherc Eara. 575 at ence established thay pmclxce. 100, is *implicilly the Tdes,” and-
‘in Para, 575 Hegcl “still says “phllowphy appr:.a ETYY =ubjccuv: cwgmuon. itis nnly
in Pzra 577 that the unifi cation of the two — ﬂleory and pmmcc. subjective and nbjzc-
- tive - takes place. And While T was excited enough 'to then say: *'We have catered the

soc.ety. * the new for our age was the fact that praciice, as plicitly the Idea,™ - :

'me..m to me iha mass pmcucc is i v:!l’ a form of lhemy.

: T}iEl BIRTH OF A. NEW HUMAN'(SM FOR OUR AGE
MARXISM AND F "REEDOM,- FRO&‘ 1776 UNTIL: TODAY

27+ Silence an Lhc pan of my co-leader became intolezuble ‘once | ha:l wmten ‘those bt

" ters — that is 1o say, once 1 had written out ail that had been chuming i in me ever since
1948 and my Imnshlmn of L:mn s Abstract of Hegel's Satnce of Logic; once T had ex-
perienced in the post-\‘d’or]d War I period what Lenin had lmd'rgone at the simultznieity

- of World War 1and the co!lapse of the established (Secorsl} Intemations]; once | had graspad

“ the concept of philosophy as action, as giving action its direction, and the following year

" hed expericnced that magmf' cent Miners’ General Strike; ofce spontaneity appearcd in

~an altngether different form in 1953 in East Gemany. where the first revolt cver. frum- '

_under the heel of Sualinism raised the new slogan of "Bncad and Frcedom h

1 lned ot just phl!osaphncally but concretely to work out uhat these ncw movemems
from practice signified. I didn't fear the “*Absolute™ once 1 saw it as S0 Tew a unity of
- theory and prectice as to signify both torality and new beginning. H was, indeed, this new

cnrc-pnv.m of thie moveinent fom practice thet was tself a furm of thzory that dictated
- the form in which I cast the work on which T had beent lzborifg for sone tén years. Thc
book I had variously referred to as **Marxism and Smtc—Cnpvmhsm.‘,‘ *“1he Marx hook,”
} and “‘the Lenin beok,” I now (in 1957, when I was free of Jolasonism and no fonger
. regtricted by Tactional ism) callcd Marxz.sm and frcrdom. fmm 1776 Unsil Toda\-

i coutd then openly d:a]ecncally declare; “This book ains to recsubhsh Marxism
in its original form, which Marx called *a thoroughgoing Naturalism or Humuinism.”""
‘Moreover, the Introduction procseded to explain the new way of writing: !*No theoret-

cian: ioday mare than ever before, can write out of his own bcad Theory requires a cons--

- tam shaping and r-:shapmg ol ideas on the basis of what the workers themselves are doing
and thinking . . . Atlenust, it dictated the method by which this book was written . : . This

. work is therefore dedicated to the auto workers, miners, steelworkers and student youlh
who h:n'c pamcnpalcd so fully in |hc writing of this book. Tney ate its ::u-nuthors.

So mary new voices nnd rc\o|uuonary actions by B!ncka women and )nulh cmplcd
in the 1960s that the very recording nf them Jed ta many new discoveries. Thus, in Missis-
sippi, where the first Freedom Riders filled the jails, a 1otully new organization called
“*Woman Powcer Unlimited™ was formed {(years before the Wamen's Liberation Move-
ment ‘of wday arose} w0 bring human comfort ta those in 1he jails and give them a place
ln sw) whcn they were relessed .M Thus, the Freedom ﬂchmls r.mcd 4 uhu.c new

|2. Sec the News & Letiers pamphlc!. Freedom - Riders &;n‘al Jor Themsetres, by. Ma ﬁ'
!!ammon. bnulsc |n1_hnnn. and ochers. pubmhcd ih 1961,
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t:nnccpl uf f.'ducanon wh:!.h nat oruy ma:‘.e I:ﬁ: and !r:amm-' one, bui taught the Nutthcrn :
‘white youth who had come down lo panicipate in the freedom struggles of the Southern ™
Blacks what htstory really is: buman beings shap'ng lhclr own dcsnmus.“.Thus “Bl..lck B
3 beaunful" was not only an cmonor.al manifestation of pride but the actual hlsmry of o

e LS. in wh:ch [Black masses in motion have always been the muchslonc.", .

When 1 r-cw devclopmcnts broughl foﬂh a v.ur]dwldc. massive, anti- war mov:rncnl.' o

L& new generatson of revolutlonancs and a whole siew Third Wotld it ssemed 10 many
that we were, indeed,’ an the threshold of revoletion. The youth who Mught 50, huwc\'e s
und whe had very nearly dismissed theory as something that can be **picked up,en route,

found their revolution aborted at the very highest point of action ~ Paris, May 1968, Ao \.
tivities by themselves are as onc-sided as lheory by itself. Only in their unity — ina new '
relauonshlp that is rooted whcrc the action is — can we rise io the chalt:nge of the umcs.'

‘I‘herc dld mdecd :mw in lhe 1970s a scan:h for a phllosoph) ef r*mluuon Ttis-
lh:sc new passions and forces t!ra( led us to sprell out what we had been working on ever
sinc2 1953 when we broke LHrougH on the Absolute Idca, It was a return to the Hegelian .

. dinlectic **in and for itself,”* as well as working it out for our age, Wecalled it P}-:Iomphy

. and Revolution, from Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao. The 200 yeats since the .
birth of the machine age, which Lad been spelled outin Marxism and Frecdam asamove- &
ment from practice, was now spcllcd out as a'snovement from theary. Whar was distine-
_tive was the fact that the Jast chapter -— entitled: **New Passions and New Farces! The.
Elack Dimension, the Anti-Vietnam War Youtls, Rank-and-File Labor, Wome's Libera-

tion" — was’ scen as mscparablc from the very first chapter *Absolute l\cganv:t:.'las new
Bcgmmng - Thc Ce:uclcss Movemcnl of Tdeas. and of History.™ Lol

‘I'hal Lhe mavement from practice was, mdecd shcwmg :t.acll'to be a form ol’ r.heory S

nad come (o the fore in the 19705 as the Wornen's Liberation Movement was ssarching
‘fora deccmmhzed form of urganizaticn that would be founded on un organizing fded.

It inspired néw digging into Rosa Luxemburg's concept of spomanmy and the rcln!:nn- ;

ship of Ma-'x s philosaphy of m\oluuon © his organizational practice.

.. The 1970s also saw, for the l'rst umr a transcnptlon of Marx's last wn:mgc. hls.
Erhno!ogrca! Noiebooks, which disclosed the new moments Marx experienced in the last

"'decade of his life. Il was in that decade — 1873-1883 — thot Marx spelled outi- 1) in

-his Erhnofogrrar Notebooks, a new concept of pre- capitalist socistics and what he called

the Asiatic Mode of Production {which we now refer 1o as the Third World); 2) in drafis
of a letter 10 Vera Zasulich as well asin o ncw Preface to :he Russian edition of the Com:
munist Manifesto, the possibility of revolution: coming first in the technologically
undcrdcvclc\ped East befare the West; 3) in his Critigue nf the Gotha ."mgwm, the prin-
ciples of u rcvolulmnary organization ti‘at must not bc se:par.:tcd I'rom a total p‘nlmop}-y
ol' tevolution.”

13 See especially “*Robent Moses on Education in the South™ in 1he 1065 hru-s & Letiers pam- B

ghlct, The Free Speech Movement and the Nrgm l?rmfulmn by M.rm $avin, Eugs
.and Raya Dul'ulycvskaya. -

14, Thc liest edition of American Civilization on Trial appcamd in !963 ﬂlree ‘montks before the

S femous civil rights March on Washington led by Martin Luther King, Ir, In 1983, oa its 20tk
unniversary, a new, fourth edition was published by News & Letrers, expantivd to include my
essay on A 1980s View of the Two-Way Ruad Between the U5, und Africa,”

41
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Th{.sc sa 1llummnlcd oar stale-cap:' st .:gc nnd its m_n! oppmue. 1hc new passmns

and fon:es -for creating a new socicty. hat \xe rushed to complete cur latest theoretical

. wnrx. Rosa Ltm-mburg. lrhmwn £ i_ih-rumm cmd’ Mﬂrx 3 P‘:Ho.mp.’.v nf Rm'o!u!l.mr.:I'nI sl

" the. Marx r:cnu:nary

’ Hcrc'ofor::. M:mm:s have aclcd as Ihollﬂh Marx had no cunr.'cpt ol or;,ammuun. as

,lhougn there had been o lhcury of orv'\mzalmn ueeil Lenin. Sinde the rise of Stalinism -

I'.ad likewise becn a'ul)‘.'.t:d as mere burcaucr.uualmn rather lhan asa class transforma-
tion of workcrs tate into its OPPOSIts == 2 ‘.me-upamlm sociely . — 6o tundwmcnmlly -
ncw foundmmn was Iald wr lhe. next gcncmhon nf rcvnlunon.m:s.

Wha' became |mp.,mwc for umiuunnancs in lhe Gtatc-c'lpsmll'\! age “.13 ID n:covnm. K
the, class nature of mte-caplmlssn and not to’ Bimit the dl:.cmsmr' of urn.amzmmn ry
*‘democrazy’’ vE. “*burcancracy.” Wha was nerd.:d was not just a political rejection of
thi:-"panv i Icad" but a wholc ;rhﬂnsonhy of mm\utmvx as it rcl:m:d (] nrgamz;umn

TIn focusmg onthe ].le dc:.adc “of Marx's Ji: 2, Rasa Luumburg. Women's lefnman,

and Manr 'y Philasophy of Revoluien challenged all post-Marx Marxists, beginning with

_Engels, not only on what they couldn’t bave known (the Ethnological Notebaoks had not
yct been transcribed) blli on lhc separ;\m\n they all mlruducod bﬂucﬂn s[xmmmaty. org,an:m— .

: hnn and ph:lomphy. .

*

: A-s Andy Phnlhps putit ax 1.hc end of his accotint of the ut‘!’u[dmg, of lhc Mm"r:. Gomml o
 Strike of 1949-50: **Te some, many of the thifigs the miners did secmed sponLaneous,
as lhoubh the actions came from nowhere, Just the oppusite i wue; ‘The spontanes .
-:the ‘miners flowed fmm their own repeated collzctive thoughs and ‘detion that pr -cdcd )
their spur.r.nnmus avtivity,”* It is long past time that the. full story be told, and it must
be recerded b-.nh as it happencd and as !Iuc (.ms:ml rcl.:uun\hlp of :huury to pracm‘c .l-
.- luminates n..

Thg unrulsc 5 "mailj rccord this mmmb pagc nf A'ncn.,.m ]Jbor hmmy as th Preface -
statest ~+ivas born when Ray.: Dunayevskaya began hee Marx ‘cmcnnrv tour with & loc-

" ture at West Virginia University which linked Marx’s Amcrucm roots directly to West.

Vlrg:mn in his hailing of John Browns raid on Harper's Ferry as “the signal® 1.Iut had .
been given for u whole new epoch — and \1ar'u-it-Humamsm s roots dircetiy o the 1949 50
Minery’ Genera! Sisike which had pmmcd toa u.hnh: new mou.mcni fmm pmcnce m

lhcnry whlc'h is uscll' a form of lhenry o

But th..' does not lcll the whole stery. The u:tlm'r nf it :odny shows that it was in
our activitics in that historic 1949-50 strike — where our theoretical and ‘practical work’
“were inscparable — that we find the roots of what became the whole body of ideas we
. call Marxist-Humanism which has besn develaped over ‘ the fuli 35 year p:.lmu sinec. As

the MNews nnd Latters Commiltegs Pcrsmm.vcs fur 1984-85 st«tcs. ‘ . RS

I.S. All P:rspccmrs Draft Theses of Ncwc and Letters Cornmma.-s have heen pnnlcd dlrccﬂy m_
S News & Lesters singe 1975, This 19R4-RS Thedds appeary in the May 1984 insuer, and is entitled:
*“Where are the 19808 Guing? The Impcrative Need for aTntaHy New' Dln:mcul in Upmmm;. .
" Cupllallsrn-lmpemhsm. .

@
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+*Marx's Marxism, fmm th-, vesy begt mmng ofhis bxcak wnh bourgco aocn::y di.r;clos; :
ed that no concept of his was separate from that of permanem révolution — from 1843-1883."
Our prOJct."lan of Marx"s Marxism as a totality disclesed hat Marx's phdomph) of “revolu- -

non in pcrmancncc was ground alsc for nrgamuuon. a com:cpt we consndcr most pcm-
nent’ fnr our ugc.

Marxust-Huniamsm, 1947 to Today
_Its Origin and Devclopment in'the U. S,

The newly-expanded 7,000-page . Raya Dunayevskiya Collectwn
... js.pow avatlable on microfilm. for $60.. Please write to::
" Archives ol Lobor  end Utban® Affeint Waltar Keuthe hb«-rf

. Waynz Stote University,  Datsolt, - M1 48202 - S -
The Guide to the Collechon prepared by News & Leners
lis availabie foin $1.00. Please wilte 1ol

Naws & La:lsrs 50 E. V¢n Buren, Ste. 707, cm«:agn iL 80505




&PPENDIX A
Thc 35 Icttcrs between R.:ya Dumzycvshnya. C/LIR. Jamcs a.1d Gmm. Lee (Boggb).

written from Fcbmary 1949 threugh January 1951, listed below, are included in the Raya -

* Dranayevskdya Cnllecuon of the Wayne State Umvcrs:ty Anhwcs of Lab-ur H: m-y .md :

" Urban Aft‘nl-s. pp 1595-!734

Feb. 18,1949, Dunnycvﬁka}u lO J-\m-t», on I.cn.n LY hotutmmu an Hcgel H Snenre o, Lﬂgi g
(Doctrmc of. Bemg)

' Feb. 25, 1949. Dannyusk.sya anamcs. on Lenin's Nmrbmk:.on lﬂglc (Dnclnnc of Esscm:c)

12 1949 Dunnycvsu)a 1o James; on Linin's, Notchouoks én b?gr(' {Dactrine OfNohnn)

May 14,1940, Dnmyﬂ\knya w Jamcs on “c:rc-um\.an.ﬂ surrounding” Lenin’s Natcbvol.s

May 17, 1946: Dumvc'\!\hy.uohrm\ o:l Lenin and the "' acmalizati n"lh{." ! pmpcr.".
\rla) 18, 1049, Dumwcvsxnva 16 Lee., on Lemin's Materialism and Em;lno-c‘nurum.

May 20 (”}. 1949, Simes to Lee, on Lenin's M:uzna!m-: md!;n;rmo- Criticiom and the l'h:'nm\phn. -
. Notebotka,. - .. - i

May 27, 1949 Dl..ca:mun netes: Iam-cs :md Lee,

- Juse 8§, 1949, Dunayevskaya to J.ums. on Lenin's chbonk_'. on imperialism,

. Tune' 10,-1949. .Iamcs o Dus:a)evsk.u a, firsy n:spunx 1o the mrrcspmdence tkus far,

June 13, C1940. James o Du'u\ruuka)a. on Lenin's Notebooks sad the pcrmd 1914.1923,

CJun= 19 (2}, 1949, .hmu 10 Lee, on Lenin® £y m:thod and the method of this vorrcsporudence,

June 20, 1949, Dunaycwk:\y:: to James. on lhc .[o, \ M:r\ 's Capital and t!hc new suge of

. upllahsm (!mpcnahhm)

“June 23, 1949, Duﬂaycvfska}a w l.xmes. on the arm:Ic fu. M:nuac — RGeS,
June 28, !949. Jamies Lo Dum)‘evslaya on tle: article for \{am s — notes (-omnucd)

3 June (N, 1949, James W Dunayevskaya. t‘n ahstractions in Lcmn s thuopht,:

n.

133

T
38

July 2, 1949, James (o Lee, on ahstractions in Lenin's thoughr i
July 5. 1949, Lee 10 Yames, on :bslmc( ard concn:tr in Lening

“luly 5, 149 James 10 William G, on cenversatiens with Novacl. and ariivles in prngro.s\

July. 6, 1949, Dumyevshyn 14 .Iamc't or Lenin befom and after 1919; on -w::rmpulv
July 9, 1949, Leg to James, on Lenin and Bukharin; the Tuylor system.

Tuly 15, 148, James to fee, n-p!y w0 leticr on Bukherin. 0 . R -

: Jufy. 20, 1949, Dun:ycwkaya 1o James, on Lefin 1914 1017, T ) i
Jnly ’25 1949, Dulmycvskava to James. on Lenin as “revnluuumv dialectician :md thinking *
Kau:skyan.r-.‘ b . Lol :
July 29. 1949, Lcc lu Ja:m.s. on Lemn s "Ecnebcnks on lhc Log

Ai.gusl !6" 1549 Lee (0 Jates, on Hégel's ca.ego'ics of Uns ..rsal X“a-u..uhr :nd mdxm!ua
" August 25 1948, Janwes to "e\cubody." on l.ec s fetter of August 16, 1949,

Augusi 29, 1849, James to Lue. t'urther mmmcnr.s on Lee” s letter of August 16, 19-19

August 30, | 949 Dumycvskzyn w hmes ‘on Lenin's nppfouh 10 d..nlccncs" 1900- 1902;
1913-19t6.

. Septembcr4 19-!‘). Lee 2 Inmcs. on H:gcl's Lugac. Doc.nnc of Esscncc amxi “Ihc rcval\._ A

Tanuary 24. 1950. Dun:a}c\sl.aya to lames, on_ ‘the structure of Capiral.

IJanuaty 30, 1950. Dum)tvnl.aya to Jumes, on Marx's plans for Capiral. | : :
March 14, 1934, Dunuyex shyl to James, on the miners® stric and Marx's writings on cu.ni T
June 7,-1950. Duniycvsiaya 1o James, on the situcture of Capiral. .

January 15, 1951, Dunayevskaya o Tames, on-Val. Q1 of Capital,

a4




H(:W'Wo:\dcrfﬁ!!} cx'cmhing i»:'Woi'ki. g out for our work on Dlalcunc" I h:m: ]uﬂt :
“found the l::m_r of Lenin’s uh:ch p]accs precis y th: dnh. of h:s LEAP .

. 2\ The rcnl br:..nk came: whcn he rc.zchcd thc Syllng:sm (Nolc 1o Grace nlum: try
~to work out ppl 43- 50 of Lenin’s thmuphm Nutebooks in strict relationship 1o the sec-
tion of the Logic he'is u-ori.mg on. Note that an p. 43 his reference to Plekhanov is still.
cumpl:mcmary then hc i through with cause and begins with Subjectivity and & shart
pages thereafiér he has ali those terrifie ‘aphorisms on all Marxists didn™ understand, on
" Plekhanoy bcm;, a fi Luu.rbuchmn, OIL.. mc. I prc you'll h;wc it wmkcd for thc: session
.on the bonk.)

3) I-‘ w ¥ fnd a4 Icltcr in thc Ru:s:.m Cmrpicle WurLs d.::l:ed 1unuary4 1915 Il s

addressed to the Encyclopodiy Granat which has Just '|cccpu=! his Essay and it says:

it possible still 2o include some corrections 1o the part on the dinlectic? Pechaps you wm

drop me a line when precisely itwill g got press and when is the finwl date for presenting”

: corrections. It is precisely with this question that I have been occupied for the 'nst momh
:md a half and ! think that-1 could add- mn‘clhmg if them were time.**

Evndemly 1}-cre was no time., The I_‘.ncyclopcd:.. had cut out the sections on Soci !lsm
and Tactics ol the Class Strupale and published. It was pubhshod firstin its cnmptel:c form
(thm, is. wuhout thc omlssmns. but Wlth no addmons ¢ithe ) in 1925,
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A Hisz'rm; of Woridwide Revo'luncnuy chlopments ’
By Raga Dunaycvs-kaya 2 ;

._'l Counter—revolution and Reuo!ution in Iran:
a series of pol:tical—phllosophlcal letters

- By Rava Dunayeyshaya -

D {mcludes new 1984 Introdution}

D Marx’s. Capltal and’ Today's G[obal Cnsns

-+ .51.00 per copy

- By Raya Dunayeuskaya .. .....0. ... e $2 per copy”

O Grenado:: Revolutlon Counter-Reuolulion,

- Imperialist Invasion™ -

By I?aya Dunayevskaya " i ii..) .

£ Working Women for Freedom:

" By Angela Tenrano. Marig gnan and Me.ry Hu!mes X
CI Latm Anenca 5. Revolutlon‘;

[:l ‘Dialectics of Liberation .

" Summaries of HegeTs works and Lenin's Phu!osupHc Nolebooks. -

ByPuyaDunaycvskaya...............,......‘

[0 Women as Reason and as Foue oi’ Revolution
By ‘?aya Dunayevskaya P

R MAlL OHDERS T0:

- SN .$1.50 per copy

. 'S_I per cony

.51 bei_ l:opy

75¢ :'u-: copy :
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; ROSA LUXEME!;
WOMEN'S L!BERAT‘IO
AND MARX'S PH!LOSOPH‘{
OF REVOLUTION |

by Ha ja Dunayevskaya

31985 Cloth .1 $10.95 Paperback | aya Duncyevsiaya:

And !wo other Marxlst classics pubushed for the Marx centenary by .
- Humanitles Press, USA, and Harvester Press, England with new in-
troductions Ly the; author . R

“s MARXISM AND FREEDGHM -

L. PHILGSOPHY AHDG RhVOLUTlON

. . :316.85 each’

’ "Shs is an intellactual of the barricades. Yet zhe prefe's 'o work in
an atmosphere of argument, persuasion, and freedom. That much _
is demonstratad by her concarn for scholarship, historical ag-~ -
euracy, and {(by her lights) philosophucai consistencv, .. She does -,
:nct believe that Marx evar. deviated from his early bumanistic for-
mulation: his phitosophical anchorage can be identified from the
. early writings through the Grundrisse to Capital and the Gotha .
Progmm. and that. is decisive for today's revolutionary movemants.”

' Poiitical Theory, Geurge Armstrong Keily

“Taken as a whola‘ Dunayevskayas three books.. -Contain an impor-
“1ant contribution to African studies by a writer who has spent a -
liletima as a political activist as well as a theorist. The passionate -
commitment to human liberation is never absent trom Cunayev-

. skaya's work, yet at the same time thore is no lack of thagretical
and analytch! rlgo.“ ' . Africa Tod&y, Kevin Anderscn

“Order from: Nsw: & l.atu:s. 58 E. Yan Buren, Sis, 107 Chicage, IL 80805

Enclosed is $ . for 2 Roca Luxﬁmbmg. Women'’s Liberation and

' Merx’s Philosophy of Rzvelution [] Marxism and Freedom [0 Philosophy
and Revnluuon (Piease add $1.00 for handllng sach ordof) .

: Name
‘Address
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l More than a q'uarter centuw of amque
. Marxist-Humanist analysas ‘ :

®on the Black btruggle South and: North
K ion Cuba-' to”

men's L:berat:on ‘movement. | ' :
... ®on. East Europe's: cha!lenge 16 state—.;
‘} capnahsm"l-’ungary 56 Czechcus{ovakla 68 Po-
land-"80-'83 -
& on Iabors battles aaamst automat:on and
3 ummation : '
% on Africa’s’ revoiunonar\r thought and acuon.
Ghana 1958 to South:africa ‘1983 " .
e on youth- struggles: -Civil nghts a'nti~'
V!etnam War ants nuke

Subs::ribe to

N_ ews é%: Edewae_afs

Send coupon io‘ News & Lr.lle; .
; : ; 59 E.Vun Buren. Slc ‘H)?
. . Chicago. lL HOH05

: Enclosed ls_ $2.50 for a one year subs_cnpupn to N&_f. : ‘

"Nume

Address Gy

Stau-- SRR _ - ::'.’.ip.
| -—‘" Now Available :
Latest Bound Volume of News & Letlers_

..;Qe the Freedom Movement through in-person reports of .
partimpants in day -ta- day and historic struggles fora new
huanran socisty—{rom August 1577 through May 1984,
Only.$25.00 (plus $1.00 handling) = ¢
. Order from: l“eusﬂ Letters, 53 E. Van Buren, Ste. 707, Chicago, IL 60605 |
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ndignani Héart-_-A Black Worke:r'é Journai
U " by Charles Denby-
The autcbiography of a Black revoluticnery
waorker and journalist/ ceditor of News & Lefrers
reads like a rond map of every significant civil
rights and worker struggle in the .S, for the
past half century. : : '

Order from News & Letters—
Only $7.50, plus hand!_ing.
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BLACK MAS‘::E AS \'ANGUARD

":-mm edhice hechedes:

A 19503 Vliw ‘of the Twe-iiay Road Bitween the
nd Alrics = by Raya Dumayevshaya

4 19805 View n!‘ the Two-\-\’ay Road Be-
'tween the U.S. and Africa” .

_ by Raya Dunayevs.‘raya
Historic Turmng Points: . Slave Revolts;’
Women's: Liberation; Antii-Imperialisrn o
Emergence of the Third World as "Marx
Foresaw It - e Revolutions in' Philosophy
and in- Fact- ¢ Mass Unrest Teday and
the Need for -Truly H‘urnah Foundations

Amaﬂcm Civiiization on Tnai was lssd n Ffm
Schools in the South, Inchries chegiers on:

i In“:perlahsm und Racism & Nnuonahsm'
-and Internationslim o "Black Caucuses -
in the Union" by Charles Denby




-Body of miner, one of 12 killed in November 1951 coal dust explosion at
Traux-Tracr Coal Company's United Gas Company No: I mine at United,
West Virginia, is carried out by grim rescue workers, above. Below, two
miners’ wives and a son share grief at learning of deaih of their husbands
in the blast that made’a dozen instant widows and many arphans.




