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DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION! AMERICAN ROOTS AND MARX“S

X Introductions Archives and Archivists.

Jdéad”e?éning;_”Tﬁank“ybu;JDr.fMasth

e . . e :
-~7-1]This is not a mere courtesy thanks., Rather,

';ﬁ ié theﬁméasu;é of how;the Afchiﬁés as a whoya

Revolutlon.

Stat§3Uhiv§rsity-

iHﬁmaniét Aréhives.7édvéring a'half&céntury of7revp-

1utionary thouéht and activity, from the most'recéntif
.work which is still on fhe pressés.f”to.the'vazidﬁg
philosonhic firsts that I wish to devnlop here.
with “the blrth of Marxlst-Humanism in the United
_States in ‘the 19505. This is inherent in my.
choice of the Wayne State Univer81ty Labor Archives.

as ag in st the Wisconsln Historlcal Society. tofbe




;évents in. 19 .,éb%éd as“é céﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁ'ﬂ
ithe accumulation of documents coverlng
naarly half a century over to this library.- They
“number 7.000 pages (and by the end of 1985 w1ll
f numbar over 10, 000 pages.)_' Those evnnts weres
;)'thé fact that De Gaulle could abort the great
| 119608 Movament of near-revolutlon. and acuomplish
'i;thatlat its very hlghest point in Par;s, ‘1968,
s ﬁiihéﬁt'“irlng a smngle shott _ And 2) the ime
':perative nead I felt +o nreserveI concretize and

's*uﬂv the bast revolutions and‘counfer-revolutlons

-fo; uuderstandlng;the'flcm'and signi*iC° ce. of.

'-the dlalectius of TOVOIUulon aa this al ects tha

LTman er ln whlcn Farxlsts spell out what thelr

::historlc task is to be.

"fTheideQisiqn"tb choose Wayne State~Univér~ 
lsity;fas'agéinst the Wiécohsin'HistqricaITSociety' 
” .waé'based on the fundamentally different attitudes

" each had toward the concept of What Archives are.

I considgred, 1lst, that it is not only the
past but the present that ie decisive. and

ﬂ.fseonndly. that the one who authored the collec




'Qtion ig. thc ‘one to trace the dialectics of the
particular accumulated dccuments. Mcreover,*lf;
;el hey must be mude accesalble nct cnly tc
academicians. hut to activi-ts._ The 0011ection
fwas to carry'iy 1ntrcductcry nofe “hich would
iset 1ts philoscphic structure.,_ :

% As against this. Wiaconsin held that, while
.:cthny would be hpnpy to house thc documents,,it
“f;was thelr archivists.who would arrange-them'aﬁd

'ftheir arChIViStb who wculd come %o fick-them'up;
”;Tp;me; this-was.noc only 8 question of 1etting1nc,

.;hct“ie ting me, spcak ;or my5e¢4;- Rathe

 the question was. how could an archivist know
&”?what the particlpants in moat of theevents per-
_?ceived the dialectics of revolutlon to be? - - In
ﬂ:thia Marxist—Humanlst Collection. the dialectzcs
ffcf revolution-range fggm 4the 1905 Russian Revobution
k,cand 1ts rami*ications in the 1906jfp*1911 Revolu-

"__:.tion in Iram Miﬁhe November 191? Russ:.an Revolu-

iﬁticn and its internatlonal impact; to the beheaded
£,1919 German Revolution; as well as to the revolu-
“itiona in our own era. Ahd dialectics:relate not.

juct to’ those reveluticns that were successful.




gBecause Wisconsin wag. so denae on +the question
-of the “autho a role“ ‘in “the very making of
.;:of*'ouree, only the massea in
;motion can "make.f hut in thaﬁ revolution. in-
i,te1lectuals who are with bhose nasses in motion
_.have a npecial contribution to make -- my ch01ce
.;cfﬁwayneistate Un;varsity. as against Wisconain,
-caﬁe easily, This was due . ngfﬁglone to the fact
%that ‘the Wayne State Univef§1+y Labor Aruhives_ 1et
?fme speak for myselfafbut that they had .both a
!iiuxl pprealatlon of-the fac that Ar hlves WHre
nqt 1im ted to the past and woul therefore.

-;conaider addltions to the 001Jection. Las well gs

Nt iy e s

‘a recognltlon of the slgnificance of Archives in

'generala

'In that spirit, thank you, Dr. Mason.
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x‘ﬁ;-am~not;writing_tho history of the past in the

ffuture tense.5 I have no intention of‘analyzing
iﬁan historio nersonage like Leon Trotsky only as
.;I see him after my break from Trotskyism.' I'have
":alwdys strongly opposed any eawritlng of hlstory.
ij do not deny ‘that T certainly conuidered 1t the
'-highest monent of my own development up to that

itime to haVe beoome Trotsky & qecretary and to have

HZDBGH a guard and translator as well

//%’Let ‘me 1ntroduoe you at once to the very first
'rimpr°seion I got when I lald eyes on Trotsky 1n
mCoyoacan. Mexlco in 193?-38 Let me read from my

o?report at that time:

- ewith mllitarv_stridni' |

 otoward me. He shook my hand flrmlj.: I wasoih»
.atantly struck by his tremendous head. the like of"
?lwhich I had never before seen, the hlgh forehead.

the lion-like skull crowned ‘with si~ver gray hairo'

o*flow1ng back aa though ju-t touched by a breeze:




"moue, sturdy ehoulders.- A Titan towered above

“of a great intellect.hs'Fermidable. I whispersd

'uo Jean Van Heijenoort. .the French Secretary.

l?he following day. I was introduced to the
'_daily routine ‘of work from 7 am to .7 pm w;th 1 hour
foff for each meal. But soon we were faced wi*h

a new tragedy--- the death undsr mys%erlous clr—
1cumstances of Sergei, the only living son of

Natalla and Leon ;rotsky.

"The GDU no doubt c¢ounted on the new tragedy -
to 1ncapacitate Trotsky from flghting against the
'framenup they had in store fbr h1m next ~= the -
iinfamous Moscow Frame-up Trials. ' That they were
wrong was proven by Trotsky g immedlate response
”to the very flrst account of the fantastic accusa~

tlons from Moscowa

e gave st ments to- the NANA,'the_UP. the




-AP. HaVas AgencJ, France, the London Daily Express.

d to the Mexican newspanera.; H*s da"larations

-

.wera also iasued in the Russian and German 1anguages-;yrﬁ""

/f;The material was dictated in Ruaaian._ Wh*le I )
n;transcrihsd the dicta+ion. the other secretarles checkedﬂ

every date. name and plmca mentioned at the trlals.

//\“Trotsky demanded meticulous. objectlve researcn.

The accusera had to be turned 1nto the accused "

é?fx?ﬁllthc labors cculd not, however, keep conv;nced
B

Tro_skyiéfs ing gues t*ocﬂ qs to the nature .
_ 01’ '8-..-‘Ru3'b.'ia wh:Lch staged s.u'c_h_ a frame-up —cf_'.‘I‘z-:'cJ'l;slq-;'",
‘tBukharin and. indeed. all of those known as "thei
'-General Staff of the Revolution,* with these'mcnstrcus

1;accueations.

‘gTroteky's contention was that. while that did
T &ow that The WO““ePB Btane ﬂad-“degenérafeds” notnlng
.icould change the allegedly overiding fact that tha
'lworkers,statejhaving grlscn.out of the Russian Revc-
‘lution, private property having been abolished, the
~nationalized property *meant® that Russis: remained.

a7workéré atate. though "degenerate."




_Suddenly I felt that I. who waa nobody.'waa right
atc deny tha _-- and that Trotsky, who had heen tha
‘graat leader of the historic and only auccssaful -

?“olata;inn raVolution, wan hﬁcng.qm

:lT{i'm not denying that my conclusion was so traunatic

_fér me that I actually loat my power of apeach for
i'two days._ But that only atrengthened my resolve'--
" the need- 1 fel't o prove my conv:.ction “that what had
occurred was a\toﬁg}“Ezggggormation into oppoaite.

that Russla had turred from a workers state into a .

state-capitalist acciety.

‘QIt took{jiyears before I flnished my study of
+ﬁﬂr°/F1vouYear Plsv---1 from orxginal sourceu. set in
'the context of a new world staga of capitalism.  The
;Great Depression had collapsed prlvate capitalism.
and had led to statlfication. Originally.-the
atudy began with a sect an called "Labor and Society
"but the WO‘kerB Party. in accepting uhﬂ economic st udy
for- publieatian, uho“-h *hey were burenuﬂra+ic coll°c+*-

vistg.-refuaéd to accept"“Laﬁ? and'Society."

The analysis of the Ruseian economy focused on the
" actual conditions of labor of the Russian working




fclass. at the pain* of prcduction. and in society
'aa a whcle. ;_ That, along with the economice cf
,#h Dlans and Ruasia s new anti—labur 1eglsiat10n¢

Zdemonatrated the atatewcapitaliat nature of Russiaa

Q,.;:I had jeiued "-th CL¥ .;a;ee :hc-hgdfalsc=coéé

to a state-capitalist posltion and had written a
_ *1engthy political Resolut;on fbr submission tc the
'ﬂWorkers Party.' Ehis Stateﬁﬂgpital;st-Tendency came_

’to‘be-known_as:thg Jchnéon~Eore3t Tendenby.

] /.

?What 1 had ‘hot neen aware oI at ulé.*
{that the piece._"Labor and Society ——— the one re-
ijected by the wOrkers Party when they accepted my
'c;economic analysis ~— actually containad ‘what would
-Ealso cause. nearly a decade later. +the break betwesn
1?Johnson and Forast. ~ and the nqucraation cf_the-

fphilosophy of Marxis*-Humanism. 'The;philcacphy-that

"H anist Eeeays;-which at “the. time I quoted. from

‘3t, I knew only asMarx's single article._”Alienated

_Lébor.”
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///IXWhen. in the 1950 Miners Genaral Strlke, I agaln?

used ..-3-~_:f’ Marx’s Humaniat Essays - and my own 
e -nning of Marxist=uumauism===

James also racoiled from Marx's Hum i m.

1950 Tendency dacument,_ _
Egvolut;gn » written under his dtgﬁection. There
humanism waa dismiaaed as religious and/br Existentiaalu

ist&

1953 - that I first hroke through on the Ahsolute
Fdna 1n mv letters to‘BWNKB L§UEJ I ma*ntained that

7the;Ab$qlu§e”Idea was not an dbstractlcn or some
‘sort of call for a God.' that it contained w:.'t:hin 11:

‘a. deement from practice(;grwell as\from theory. Thls

1ed to the founding of Marxist-Humanism in the U, S.

It is ‘time now to turn to the foundlng of the

Marxist-ﬁumanist paper, HNews & Tetters..




9

he decision. made simul aneously at the very

———
_first'conwentlon or(_aws and’ Letters Committeeg}_uas

“to have a Black Droduction worker as editor of its
ljpaper. and to assign the National Chairwoman. Raya
.fDunayevakay%>to complete the first major nhtlosophic -
and not only economic-political - work, Marxism |

fa&g_zgggggmu on which she had been worklng fbr

The concept of having theory and practice
.(EEEEEEZE)dictatad our refusal to put theoretical
t'articlesdnly in a theoretical journal.: Our point
}was that the intellectual should not only read, but

iwrite. fbr a workeas newspaper like News & Letteraj

that is, that intallectuals would talk to a working

_leuss audience which: has a great deal to coniribute
1o the 1nte11ectua1(§§ the intellectual knows how
to lisien to the new voices from below. The goal

'-became the new principle of combining workeru and




by £:! McCarthy retrogression._ That was the ground

me jusu a few m:nths before his death 1n 1983 -uf

tha Harx Cantenary year:

ZWe: finally have in our hands the wnole'ﬁrixogy

of revolution"~- that 15. Marxism and Freedom,

Egi;osoghx ggd Revolution. and Rosa Luxemburg, Womm’

represented 51nce our flrst Constitutlonal CdnvenA;_

't:l.an... _ Now ve can say to everyone.':.']{ere- is Ma"f_x'é
philosophy of liberation and we' know that it ia
tha path to fraedom'
}/“ﬁ>My "In Memoriam® oﬁ.Charleé Denby_begihs;
'*in 1y#o m‘l ‘I-firs? met Denty he had aiready
becoma a leader.of wildcats. a’! politico'
Listening to him telling of his 1ife in the South
ae he ‘said goodbye to it and came North made me
feel I was witnese to an individual's life that was




: universal, and that touched one personally. ,
Thia, 1n fact. is "hat was worked out aa 1ntegra1
tdfhis*autobiographv-';ndiznant Heart- Black

although we_ were a separate Tandency. I was 1nvolvad
in the Miners Genera Strike in West Virginia._

lt was Denby 8 UAW Local 212. along with John Zupan
in Local 600, who sponsored the famous caravan of

fbnd anﬂ suppliaa to the miners on strlke.

H

"-wrﬁiThatre,-ike h*eved a- truly hlstorﬂc "first"

both in the Strike itself, and in wnat wasg happening

simultaneously phi;osophicallg\ The - greatneas
of the miners strike over Automation before the

| word was even invented was thisn What had hegun

in 1949 as a. union-authorized strike turned into

a Btrike against the union leadership. Igg;gﬁd of "

aaking for higher wagea. the minars raised altogether
‘?naw'quastiona dealing with their cond{tions of work,
E*and questions of the work itaalf. " What they asked

wasi "What gig_ of labor should man do?" “Why should

thare be such a gulf between uhinking and doing?"




story o: the miners' participation.:by a2 minar _
" who is himself a. Marxist-numa.mat. The. pamphlet
then includes the story of my aotivity._ And
in an Anpendix there are 35 Letters excﬁanged be-
tween myself and the two other leadera of the
JohnaonuFarest Tendency CLR James and Grace Lee
Boggs. which show that 1n that period I was not
only translatlng and commenting on L@nin’s Phile-
goghic'Ngtabooks, "but also, in the end, actuallyh_
.teiliﬁg somé:of'tha strikemevents.. All of this
makes clear that the question of cognition and
avtunlity — 1ike the gulf beuween thinking and
doing, touches on the relationship of philosophy

to reVOlution.

LThis is at the root of the saparation of Johnson
and Forest in what & united Johnson-Forest

Tandency._ We can now see how. that was already

e

present in the 1949~ 50 Miners General Strike and

C4in my activity in that strike., The strike had

'actually'manifested the new form of activity that
we were later to call “e movement. from practice

thst ie jtsalf a form of theory.




harles Denby s whole new development began. o
he thought, when CLR James ‘took himaelf
: _ggnizgt;og of the Johnsoonorest Tendency during:J R
the mcCarthy attaok on it. and Denhy choae the idaaa ffd

that.becama Marxist-Humanism rather than James' idaas.*”

‘f’H&ssue Number Gne of News & Legterg came out

;in honor of the East German revolt.r 1935 was also
%itha year tha* the’ Montgomery ‘Bus Boycott erupteo snd
7 51gnal1ed the ‘birth of the Black Revolutlon. My Iife 
?'and Denby’s truly became one = that of Merxist~
 quanism,%

 7of ndiggggt Hearts A Blaok wOrkgra' Journgl he sun s,
 up the events of a full quarter century of .the ex—'

h;stence o: Marxiateﬂumanism which had meant suchfa_

ﬁaw-étage in his own life,

S In 1961 he was not only the editor but the author
“of a pamphlet called Workers Battle Automation - whe re

. we, hear +he voices not only of workersg from many
7 e gy
“induetries, but alsc of you§§ doctor, and a

' ﬁomnuter-technician.




o 'I‘unby s favori‘te quo-ta:!:ion from- Hegel‘ _
.iPhenome olo of Mind was-"thiea Eénlightenment
upsets ‘t:he household arrangement, which sp:.ri‘t :
_.carrles oﬁt in the housa of faith,_by bringing in
the.godds. ahd rniahings halonging to the world of'
.}Here and Now.-%' I'!: is "h:.a which. “to Denhy. proved
%he "practicality of the phllosophy of Marx:.sto |
Humanism, which met the needs of 'the working-class.
Y -'In 1969 T:h:l.s was climaxed with the hold.’mg of a
'Black/Red Conference 'l:a whlch Denby prasentnd the

"'Welcome.

ff?)) o
. On th.e American scehe, %’snalled ou-t: -bhe B_ k

. ._Di:nension so concretely that ik ranged aver the entire
hitq;-y of the United States. We ca].led it Amerign
g' 1vj,' 1‘1’;’3 t'ich"bn“‘i‘ri'al.- It axpressea not only tho |
..needs oi‘ the year 1963; when it was @ﬁ published.

: -”@@ when Denby appended his *Black Caucuse 5-
*:m the ‘Unions, " Ra'bher. it reaches back to the be-

ginnxngs of tha Black Dimensicn in the U. S. as wel‘l. as :
""":forward to the 1980s,

(I‘Tvﬂ(.w ) : '
/In 1983 we’.-\<~ : i b “edition,

.
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new paragraph on the Black Dimension I had added to
tha Rosa Luxomburg book.- We had singlod out wh&t
characterized marxist-Humanism from fhe etart --_

“-the\twc-way road eigean the’ United States.and South

ull e

Africa. That 13 to - say, the Black Dimenalon repreﬂenta

world revolution.
-r-gg-ﬁw:."‘\.*"-’*‘"

R . . L o

1Today - newspaperchrry news of. etill another

masaacre hy the gggrtheid regime against the majoritg
Blaok population. - what. happaned 25 years ago todays
in bharpeville, became a category that was. daepsned

in 1976 in Sowato. and tod(to the world stage gain

Indeed. in the 19605, when Sharpsville heoama
that dimension of African. American._ and world revolu—
'tion. I was 1n Ghana and a;igned with Sobukwe. who

vias arrested ‘and lent to priaon with Mandela.

'i@lﬁ&'nowfit'is high_time to turn to our Trilogy

unchain the dialectice

of revolution.

'n_.,.,-—-“"
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IV._ The 'I'rllogy Of Rewlutlon ___Marxism and Freedom'

Philoso X grd Revolution; Boga Luxemburhg Womgn's ijarg—_
io nd Marx's Philogo hx,of Revolution. The Unchaining

Of the Dialectlcs of Revolution; American Roots and Marx'

Wo“ld Humanist COncepta.

 5} /’/Ciﬁhat ia significant to us herg,in Marx'a transwff'
formation of Hegel'a revolutim1in philasophy into Marx’a‘

ph:u.losophy __g rev«alution. is .:Lt was extended i.n
hia last decade, : It led us to call the leuﬁs 3. |
| *Trail to the 1980s.” 'Marx'déépened‘and~concretized-G
'what'ha'had'origiﬁally called a "New Humanism®
throughout his 1ife. fﬁer'ho yeafa-of iabor in'théi
fiald of aconom;cs)whlch culmlnated in the 1872-75
Franch edition of c yital, in the same decade iu Huich
he wrote his Ethno o ical N tabook ' ﬁarX"newen'out a
[ggg;ggggnta It is Been in his critique of the Russian
Popullat Mikhailovsky; 1n Marx's draft letters to T
the Russian revolutionary Marxist, Vera Zasulitchg
_and in nothing less important than tha Introduction'f'

to the Ruaaian edltion of the COmmunlst Manifaeto :-é

where ha predicted that revolution could begin firat in
the backward “East” rather than in the technologically
advanced Weat.jﬁﬁe singled out Russia ag that 'Eastnl
That was 1881t No wonder we call this the ’trail '

o the 19808,
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v Strlctly phi§§0phically, our Tirst unchaining
. of the dialeotic began with iy breakthrough in the

May 12th. "'d 20th, 1953 Letters on Hegel's Absoluto

e have racently traced the breakthrough in

its emhrvo nppnar . _t+h° three preceding

_1950—53. MIt is true that tho breakthrough in tha
'1953 Le*tere showed that within the Absolute Idea

.itsolf is contained the movement from practice as

'woll as from theory.

But the 1950 strike was the real appearanco._ it

1'is therefere imperative to combine what Hegel called

}“the Self—Thinking Idoa” w1th what was preaont in

otho spontaneous movements of the Miners" General

TStrlxe. tnat wnlch we' later called the “Seif—Erlnging

'Forth of Freedom. ». It should not here be neceesary

'to explain the obvioua, but. such explanation is

'“required' against the vulgar matarialiats to- asauro

 tnem that, of course we know it ia not the Idea that

thinks 4 it ig people who 'thi.nk. @'M

‘(§§§over is that“the dialectic logic of the Idea moves

A—— e — _-o_.....N._..—m-.-.-.-—--—.\‘

inxtha direction of what WasxlmpiEEI§>1n ‘the movement

s SN

from prac tice.

. F*"'--_"”v




cnf  53 the mid-1950s, the category I had worked out
_;as the: movement from grgctice provided tho structure
'ffor my major philosophic wnrk - Egzxisg gnd Freedom.

i om 6 Until Today. That was the first of what -
?"we now call the ”trilogy of revolu‘ion. ﬁ It illuminated

the fact that tha movement from practica wgs itself

M__' xism and ﬂreeaom\b

‘C:f;uc t‘*eﬂ_the_~r : an r"ots of Marxi

}jfram Abolitionism to the than ongoing Montgomery Bua

f/

:lBayéott which opaned tha Black Revolutlon. In‘that

- work ,the world Humanist concepts were. also spelled
.ont, not alone in the Unltad States. but in the
vary firat rass revolts from under Communist totali-

tarianiam 1n East Europe == Eagt qermany. 1953;

-gqland,ul955: Hungara. 1956
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7 In the 19605 we' began recording the new voicas of
& new genﬂration of- ravoluxzonarlea. and in 1968
‘had to face the aborted near-revolution in France.":
:i which made imperative our retué%%?gggﬁléltogather
7tnew level. What was needed was a working out of the
Heﬂelian dialectic. thms time in and for itself“
:as well a8 how it waa grappled w1th hy Marx and Lenin.

'1This reau‘tad in the second unchain;ng of the
. .\ for our age.’.

Hegelian dialectiezaa the dialactics oi revolution. _
_Wa examined,as well,the Alternativasa Troteky, Mao and.

;ﬂthe outsidar 1oek1ng in " sartre.

1973 saw the publication of Philosophg'and'Revolug; |

A;thare extended *he conoratization of Absolute Idea

_f'nct just a8 a to*ality == the unity of theory and -
7 ”’“°*‘°3 ““(§§:7EB " the development_orxAQQolgvsﬁiéﬁﬁf.f?””
i ZNBKHB inn 1 ' L e e

iirhe 1st chapter of. Pgiloaophx ggd Bexolution was

cntitlad “Absolute Negativity as New Baglnninga The
Ocasumeas mo“‘mgnt of Idems and of nlstory. “Hera If'
argued that aeeing ‘Abgolute Idea as a unity of theory
'and practiae, 23 totality, is whera the taak first
beging. Absolute Idea as New Boginning challengaa all




fer their own age.
: / h,Tha book mmms 'to ‘the different ob;jective aitu- |
'ations on the vicissitudea of state-capitalism in East
;Europe and A:E:rica.

‘ ﬁ'\ﬂe there encounter the develapment of theory in

Frantz Fanon. who, .in g‘,ng g‘r_etc};eg gf th_e_ Eutg,,
11kewisa called h:.a philosophy "e Naw Huma.n...sm.

i A

E‘I‘he 19‘?03 also saw the emergenca of a new rovolu«
tiormry forcex Homan 8 L:.beraf:ian, vmic haé;- gmwn
:’rom an:idaa whoae 'ti.me had como, to becoe a8’ ve en .
'Its uniquaneaa expressad i’tsalf in their rafusal 'i:o
'put off for "the day ai’ter the revolution" the qmatiom
they demanded answera 1:5 E'rhe ao-ca.llad uarxiste
at Tirst would ‘not even ‘bother to: lia't;an o 'the \mmen

-who -procle.i.med thnt "male chauvinism' was by no mama

. . 2 '(,Uv#‘
restricted to capitall (‘z ¥ not only appea.red 319123-9-

cﬁpifaliém. but is present righ% ROW . and ha.s re-appearad
gger the revolution. . It must be faced hare aml nowe .
.Tha women insisted that the Left muat face the na.le




e S -
1ot S el e L 4 e e s i ) o

T S TR R

=D Aen .
Rl .

chauvinism m.ﬂg_g that movement, and must fec'ofgh-i:zé"’”
tha need to. gra.pnle with this queation hefare.
.Qm .Lna and g___g; 't:he revolut:.on.

_Bophic work, ﬁggg I.;.gg@mburg, Wmnen 8 Liberation and

:.';_ggg;g g Ehilogoghx of Revclu&ion, whieh completed what
we call 't:ha "trilogy of revolution. Hers is how I,

.»—"’-'/

“Don 'l: tell us about discriminat* on averywhere elaa;

and don't 't:ell us it comes only from class opprassi.om
lgak,at your_ael?e's._ You will have to undergtand that.
ouy bad...as ba..cng to us a_nd to no one elae - a.nd tha*'

- includes 1ovars. hus‘nanda. and yss. .fathera.

"Oouxr ;_bodiaé. have héads, and they'tbo belong tou'u_a__’ |

and us alone, And whle we are reclaiming our bodias
and our heads. we-will-'aiao—reclaim-fthe-—night. No.
c_ne_ except. Qur_aglves_, aa_women. will get our f_r_:ee_d@:__n

f_or us. For that we need full autonomy.”
o ’ . . ’ e

For me, it became necessary here to also focus’
on ona of the inadequacies of the Women'a Liberation
Movament: its ‘dlsregard of Rosa Luxemburg. Indeed,

this was & stimulus for my new work, though my s(:pp@




‘was by no- means limited to unearthing Luxemnurg*?

'fhergua ora unknoﬁn feminist dimensiona

When I began my study. it was to ve just on’ Luxem-
.~burg «= gnd ths: intanded climax was to have been the
1year, 1910. Thia Was, the year when her flash of .
_ genius, in grappling with the new phenomenon of Imper-
--'-__-i.alism. resulted in her break with Karl Kautekys .
the leader of re German Social Democracy. This was. |
-'aome\giyears before the outbreak of wOrld War I and
the Sacond International's betrayal, It was 4 yeara
ﬁbefbre any male Marxis Lenin includad. saw tha

fcoming oetrayal.

.

'///,J<And yat. suddenly. evan this aeemad to me. to
'he nadequate. because Luxemburg remainea a memuer .'
f the German Social Democracy as lf her hreak with

J'_'.'!Kautaky waa' "peraonal.

q&’@”ﬂ’éﬁt ) her nethouologyf&mlysing imperial&sn and

- her critique of Marx®s Accumulation of Capi’t:al. had to

be charactor;zud as a half-way dial ctic; ! '.!.‘h.a+ is to
:.Bay. though she was an unflinching rightex agains‘t
Kimperialiam and the Social Democracy's apportunism

ghe nevertheless refused to conaidar 'na‘tionalian“ as

Su'b;jact. as a new rgvo;utio@rg force. _ S 8418




,felt the need fbr a decisiva phhilosephic
_ _grapplingg which I worked out as Part IIIof the so-
'fcalled Luxemburg baok 3 "Kar] Marxs from Gritio of;

éj__ﬂ. R T
1 As agains"{tw ?ﬁalf-way dialaetic. He,rx'

“multilinaariam of human development. of patns to reva-{”
flution, as they related o so-called bacPward countfie&
to WQmen'a.Liheration.,gnd tb_nati&naliat‘eppagitipn;&-
faii-made,ma question not only Luxémburé ﬁ€t5a11mpdgtAal
- Marx Marxista, heginning with Frederick Engels, whose

iunilinearism permaated the whole German Social Damocraqn.-.
“Post~Marx Marxism. to me, hecame a perjorative. 8

Engels unilinearism was glaringly revealed in the

':2 very_f1rst work he wrote after the death of uarx omen

ri in cf the F 11 ivate Pro nd Pthe 1: te.__
”Engels olaimed 1t was @ ”beqast" of Marx. hut it
é:ﬁfesaeé énything but Marx's view eiﬁhér;én'thé.
':uan/Homan relationship or on the ralatlonahip bs- 
iftwaen advanced and backward eocieties.f Nor waa:tﬁgfe 
similarity betwaen Engele viewﬂof.primitivq c§mmun1éq

and Marx's.




aak me queation:
Fer that matter, I. cannot here g0 - inxo ths fact

%nat I nad also discovered g;néw Hggal, who, in ad




e For a mcment, let us now turn. away irom all thana -
.:; ph1losophic—aocio.1ogical—po11tica1—econnmie developuuuta.
 iito a’ story. from my personal. 1ife.;' rha 1ncidant I' L
‘h;fdiverting to happened when I was 13 3eara old and had
:_:buan vut'a sing_e year in- the United States. I waaiiA
.§1aa¢ing a strike against “the schoal principal.{ ggr f5 
 Lnama I atill rememher - Tobin. ' And'nhe-e;acted
J,corppyal;punishmént f-r 20 ;ré'an'i. ie
:cbming five minutéé.late. '*Also; she forced nll to
.memorize Shylock's speech, whers he demands his -
pound of flesh,-_ (I am telling thia story with hindsight
'of course. but my memory was refresned bJ the Qﬁ&gggg
g;;L;gg, story of that day, wh*ch had carried a aanaa=
":tiona’ article and plctura of tha atrike.); )

I am doing so to illuatrate the dif’arence batwean"

idea in embryo and 1n full developmentn between
 procesa and result, as well a8 the whole queation of
L a child's perception. when graat revolutiona occur
: gndﬁfbr how ;ong-these imp;essiong_laatg
Tha gtgry zhok placc in # in_+he Cregier prlic
.'achaol in a Chicago ghetto. I credited my suppoaad

brav to the Russian Revolution of Novemhera 191?.

i

which had burst upon the scenek6 vears provioualy and




‘had left an indéliblfé
:doinge. like: equality and comradeahip;_ I
i;;;uerase child then. llving in tha Ukraine,

Vof Jews wha gained the privilege” of being able
Qto Bit in the back of the school roam.

"i"h@" uni‘%ed abateb. at

1te ghettoes. ramindad me

EPI was threatenéd with deportation which_had'no
effect on me. but it swre scared mxjaad. “In any case.

there I was, already marked as a “trouhle maker.

ZZj Now 1ook at an altogether diffarenx hiatoric periodp
to a differant 11fe.

When T returned back to. ths U, S. from being with
Trotsky in exile in 1938, the one who made a great
impreasion on me was the famous French syndicaliat.

Altxed Rosmer. In~12_2,_hefhad_swi+ched'to‘eommuniaﬁ;
o | | STET™ '




V\;and than in 1937-38. had become head of the

ﬂf;Intarnaﬁional Cammittee fcr the Defen o* Laon’ TTOt

" 1 would ahow ofr 1ta beauties by taking him on a

fbrry ride to: atauen Island.

As we raached Statan island. Rosmer aaids “ﬁh,.mf
T km.w-- I was born here.*. Natw.-any. I thought
he was- pulling ny leg,: but no. he was zerious and prcu:‘
ceadad to prove'&t by tell .ng me tha story of hie |
oarly life. It tux rned out that his parents were Paris
Cémﬁunards o From: 18?1. who. after its defeat,escaped"
to the United States._ Hie mother was. pregnant and?
gave b irth to him on St aue.'Ialand;"“ﬂ n*mp‘ﬂ wns
"never interasted in. claiming American c;v*zenship«’

=N e RN
anca and “the Paria Commune never-left his memory.

" he heard. from his parents._ :- -
'T'—f"f‘f”,%f’—f R S A

-jmhis'qn1§ rQ1aas6d'in my mind étiii another
-ramembranc q'.. AT S o seg
uggne v. Deggggégz;;king hié very,last appeargncéﬂ,

.at Ashland Auditorium in Chicago. It ﬁaa 1925. .
He was 80 ‘eslcquent a gpeaker that he nede you feal tha.

n;gggngg of any pereon he muntipned.in his lifoe.




He was very proud of the fact that he ”h'-é,a knownthe
great Aboliticenist, Wandall Phillips.. I? wag Wenaal;
Phillips who, - after ‘the | Civil War, made a trarsgtion
from Abolltioniam to Soc;alism.; It ia he who had saidl

"Scratch a Nsw Yorker and you'll find a COmmunarda

| ﬁ_Two points are inv01Ved in this remambranae of
things pasta' ggg 13 thagjembedded _n:embryo of *ha
pass is the presence of the next step. whether or not
ona is fully canacxous of it. ,gggrﬁs that preaence
of the future inherent 1n the "here-and now“ characterw
1zea also the first instinctual reaction ‘which is

b philosophically ca_led,Qf1rst negatio ) What makes

fiforifuturq_dévelopﬁqnt,

‘Harx® 8 magnu z.cem:. original, hlstor...c unohaining

3/’///;;i;he dialectic was the. creation of auch a new h g

This unchaining began, of course, with hil refuaal to s
consider that Hegel'e Notion was related only to thoughb:

e A o e e A L

Once Marx disco?erédia new cbnt;neht‘of_théﬁéhf:J
d of raevolution, th§ task he _gaaigned"td hiﬁseli’ wag
that bf<uniting Philosophy and Reality. The proof of
- that unity came from uncovering the hidden gbjecg




T i, S, 2 e

“the driving fbréés.of.the revoluticnsmto-be == the
_fPrélatariat.év'and aﬁ the Bame time fbcus on dan/Waman
:as alienated and aliena'tz.ng. which must ‘ba 'i;otally

finot alone because it f&iled to see the social rela-f“f_
tisnahip instead of atopbping at individual ralation-{-ﬁ_
ship. " Hs opvosed Feuerhachqgs well) fbr rajecting

the gevo;utionggz Hogelian prlnczple of "nega*ian of
_the‘nagat*on," 2 principle Marx cited again even in

 his technical MQghemgtical Mgguscripta of 1881-82._g

cdﬁtended-th b an‘"' uhe historlc transoenaence
by the revolutionary overthrow of capitaliam, would
there first _gg;g the davelopment of a new human aociaty
and a new. Man/Waman relationahip.. |

B tin his last decade. writing / - C

Now listen %o Marx on his ralationship to Hege’--n
which he left wi*h his papers fbr Engels fbr Volums II
of _gg_zg;j but whioh Engels left outt




S ]
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"My relationship with Hegel is very simple.

l_a disciple nf Hegel. and’ the preaumptous chattar of

_taken the libarty ef adopting oo B critical attitudﬁ,

'diaencumbering hia dia]ectic of its mysticiam and thus;
,putting it throuah a nrofound chanz

,/’Q?Between.Marx and our ags only Lenin aariously

returned to Marx a8 roots in Hegel. But while Len-n
_commantad profbundly and brilliartly on the whole
.or Sciegce of: Lngic e ineluuing +the Doctrina of
:'vna th;on, where he embracad ggg_gggggggg;gg Hegel'

g but createa lt Bl he neVQrthalees conoretized only
“the single dialectical prlnciple of tranaformation into
~0pposite; of avery unit oontaining ita oppoaite 31;“35;
itself, He spelled that out concretely not alone gs

__the expoae of the 2nd International’s betrayal.@ﬁa
_naming the naw Btage of capi*alism as impar;aaa*—*‘

<_39 heoause he made =& category of itsm opposits w="the
‘national revolutions. - Specifipally;'it was thﬂ'}
Irieh Easter Rebesllion oﬁf 1916, which Lenin considered

the “bacillus? fqr proiatarian'reVolutiqp,




7ias ihg determinant. Not ing. includlng Organization.

1zggg__g the Absolute Idaa, Ahsolute Mind, When tha
Selfwﬁhinking Idea comea with tha Selthringing Forth

jof Freedom, we will have mctual total freedom;

'///ﬁ&hOUEh I haVe but a few mcments before concludingtM”'”

T do wizh to give you at least a ‘brief view of my new:

.ﬂhook that will soon be off the ppeasg

/ﬂé?Ths first thing I noticed in re-reading that 35 H@ar
'compilation of articles —- with a focus on a ainglo
:rovplutionary force am Reason;?WOmen'm-Libgration_-%"
ig that the Dialectics of Revolution is cheracteristic
of all fﬁa(i)forces .we'singied'out in fhe Unii@d
Statea ~a Labar. Black. Youth, as well as Women. (::}

.. are momants nf revolution. and nobodv ean know hafora

the event 1tself ‘who will be the one in- tho conoreta..l

*partioular revolution.




_to the new book, which culminated in what we call the
“Tra:ll ‘t:o the 19808'

Lwhie is true not 3ust as a aummation. but rathar
.w bes Ti © Just as %arx'a concapt of *ravoiup
tion in permanence“ made it clear that the ravolutien

doea not end with the OVerthrow of the old but must

continue\ﬁg’the new, s6 you begin to,iﬁel;thiaipre§9§¢é 

of the fuﬁnra,in thﬁ‘Présent; ;Thia_iﬁ'thsuﬁime'ﬁhenf
‘every man, woman and child feels this newnssy procisel

becauae it is now rootad i such hew beginning.




ZIn conclusion I would 11ke to raad two quotati@nn.

one *rom Eh;gogog x and Revo&uziog and one froa !Qggg_a
Libeggtiog agd the Diglpctics or ggvolution..

'*n”reallty has é dialectic all 1ts own.

.3unity of tha strugglas for froedom thh a philoaophy
of 1ihsratxon.. Only then doas -the elemental revolt ‘
ﬁrelease nnw sensihilities. new passiopa and new fbrces f:

- g whola new human dimension.

Q:With Marx's flrst fbunding of h;gpew continant of

"thought and of revolution. ‘he wrotea *To. have one baala
 for life and another for. science is g pr;or a lie' _
TfTha truth. of this statement has never been nore immadiate
‘and urgent than in our nuclear world. over which hangs
”the threat to the very survival of civilization aa
'ue have known it.

== Reya Duﬁayevakaya.




