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E.B. ··ReutCr'.s-nThe AmeriCan Race-Froblemn 

J. This book is on the wh9l.~ impartial th'ough :at· times :it reduces it:s 
iinpartiality -tcJ. the. veakness_ of neutrality from which~ nothirig e),tcept the 

:vOlUme's authoritativenesS resCues it.·· 

The chie:(-value of' this -bO-ok.- lie"s in the elimination ~f t-~~e belief·~'~f · ~ 
Neira infe_riol:-ity· •. :rt is t:l:ue .-t-hat· the Negro -h.is not done sO mUch in -the 
fields of scietlce, art, l:tterature as- the white_;·- But that_ does not: _mean=. 

can't- u:u- lt ;·:a~--·. simply has no't: been g·iveri~ the opPOi-i:un:it:Y the ~"li'ii:e 
; he. hasn't those.opportunitics'even_now. As _far_ as the strong be~ 
the prejudi~ed whi.1:e man's _belief is conCerned, well, as the-autho_l:. 

of "The· American Race Probl.em" phrases it, _ "pr0fo'und passionate belief_ may.· 
;·,tell us much.- of the person who holds the belief, but it tells us· nothing con-

. Cerning the 'truth- or falsitY of.'the- b.elief. which iS ~eld". ' 

In :n~ ~stimation Prcf. Re~ter -overcioes ~- litt:l~ the slave·•s recO&ilitiOil 
cf his -·infeiiority Snd the master's superiority during: the Slo.v·e age. It 
is true~ hOwever that the slave did accept:_ !:hat_ attitude to a great- degree 
bUt Wht- else could he -do on 'strange soil NithOut: law protection? .. ~,;-

,_. 
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