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lliss 
c/o 

NorthwesterniJniversity 
Evanston, Illinois 

Dear· ~:liss L'unayevskaya: 

l"or some time my edit.orial st.a.ff has been asse!:!.blin.z ma-terial· for a · 
new l'our-voJ.u.ruc publication, Ten r..'ventf'ul. Years~ which is to be 
pul;lished next sUJ:lJiler. The set. tdll contain articles on all the 
important events and.. developments o.f the years 1937-L.6 inclusive. 

Included among these, ·l'ze would like to h."'lve an article on SEC !lET POLICE 
( approrlmat.ely 2000 words lonG:). 1'/e are ril'i ting _to ask ii' you woul.d 
be will.ing to prepare the section. on the Russian Secret Pol.ice in about 
1,000 words. The article should contain_ as complete -a smiur.ary o:f uvt.mt.s 
anti· deveJ..OpmenLs ciurin~ t.he ·past decade- as the space allotted lvil.J. _permit-. 
The deadline i.'vr the art.i.c~e is February 1, and the reeular Britannica -
rate of payment, two cents per word, ovilJ.. apply. 

I hope that your commitments will. permit you to accept this assignment. 
May we i:1ear i"rom you at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely yours, 

~\'alter Yust 
Bditor 

WY:dfr 

· . . ·" . ., 
~ j,\< <' -

. (~\ 9157. 
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AIR !.!AIL 

-Miss -P.~ya . Duni:lyevsk'aya 
c/o B. W* Adams -
1,05 East 55th Street 

· New_York~-~2, :N. Y. 

~ru· -lli.ss Dtlnr"J.yevska.ya: 

"{[ei uish ·to thank yoU .for accePting our invitation to coritribUt:e the' 
article· on· the Russian Secret Pol:i.cC __ to Ten Event.ful YearS. I am 
enclOsing a C~mtributors 1 Guide f'or Ten Event.fuJ. Years.. If'_ questi-Ons­
arise durine: the progress o£ your ·rrork, do not hesitate to virite me. · 

.We w:ish to thank_ you, al~o, .for givinE; this assignment· preference over 
your oth~r work. 

Sincerely yourS, 

Editor 

'llY: cii"r 
enclosure 
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Dear Hr. Yue-t: 

:I -tM.ed 1113' best to _keep tl1e ""closed abort- . 
~·· ... 

a.rt1elo on the Rttsn1an _eeoret pol1oo to wlth!n the l,oao 
""'01'<18 •appro:dtea tely4 ase1gned to liiO. J:f' )'Oil. shouJ.d . t'l.nd 

that you cannet al.low 1t; to ran· ow-er t.'te space, ,yo~ aa:v 
out -:;;:, nu1t. 'lhe O>'ll:V quota1:1ons usttd >d. thin the -ted­
are ~~m orrio1al Ba7iet laws and these do not enJoy 

-oop;rr1ght privileges. 

Z appro"1ate tlle privilege or contributing . . . -- ; ._ . 

to th~ ENCYC!....O?.AEDIA BP.!'!'AP!ft':ta.a.. !!cl.-"CT"u•, I w1Sh 't~--

biogrsph1oal inrormat1on about me to be limited to 
11 Ru.s.e:ta.r1 economist, contrlbu'tor to Jgperfgan E.teonom1o 

Rmev.w 

RIU"a. Dlma;yeYslcti:ra 
o/o B. w. Adul• 
40o E. 55th s-treet 
rrev York 22, lll. Y. 

81nonrel;r youra 0 
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RUSSIAN SE ·Rr:T ?OLICF., CI!F.KA-OGPU-!lKVD-MVP. The aeorot poli.co o:C 

the .. u. s. S. r~. dC!velopad from an Extrnord1n.n.\~y CortW1es1on (RuP.e18.n 

1ni.t1uls, Chelr.a) to an organic nnd par--wano~t :i"eRture ot' govornmen~a~ 

rulo as th~ l'.inistry of' Internal Af":f'n1ra (1-IVD). Or1s1nally cre11ted 

1nst1_tuted Soviet power ::rror.1 "o'ounte"r-r'lVOlut1on 1 opeculation and 

sabotage", it was nbol1ehed at the end of' tho o1vll .war (192!<). !n 

its stead, however, Article 61 of''the !'1rst Conotitution established 

tho Un:l.tad Stato Political Admin1Gtrat1on (_OOPU) aa a r<>gul;r organ. 

of' the State. When. tho OGI'U waa liquidr.ted in 1934', thci newJ.y­

orgnn1.:e.il Peoples Co:mn1searlat at: Intornn\ Af'1'a1l'e . (J:n:vll} was. ordered 

11 t-o inoo:rpox-a.to t:d.'tl"~n it the OGPU." 'l'ho not-; body wc.s _charged \d.th 

"(a) dof'anoe of' the revolutionary order, (b) dei'imso ot' ·public 

( soc1a11et) property, (c) rnoord.e o:r v1 tal etat1ot1cs (b1rths,dtJaths; 

mnrraigos and divorces) ,_and (d) :!'ron tier de:!'onao." The Suprillae 

Soviet, at its s"esion on l(nrch 15, 1946, deoraP.d the reorganization 

at' the Pcopl'ls Corruoisearints into M1n1str1<>G, thun trans:!'ormtng tho 

ru~ct~·an·~~~i·.'th·~ · -~~;.:~;~~t--~·~-:Li-;;.~--··;;:_-ih~T.';~~~ 
ot. 1to :!'orca arid 0!'. 1 ta budget ar" not OPB!l to' inspocti()n~/'lic:n""Ver 0 
~· . spec~~culii.r damonetra Uon,.oi ,the po>~er and .the. :r:~oti~~J~.'\~~ '· . 

tlKVD vor~ :r'~~o~1ed by .the Koil~ow 'l'rials. The .tr1n1s in August 

·J.9:J6, JanUilX'Y 1937 and llarch 1938 were based nlmost exolu_eively. : 

en the oon!'easions o:r the det'endll.nts, without ~_ortant documentaey 

·avidsnwv. ~~s run~·ccunter·not only to the weotern-world 1g­

noU:on or Justice but. ttrittio1'ai SoViet theory. (See Gr1rdne1 

·TTiialr, A Textbook ;Col: Lnw -sQbgQ1p end Ju¢d1oa:Ja CourBas· bf 
' .. 

'!'ro:r. M. s. tltrogov1ah, ed1t~d by A. Y. Viahinoky, Noeoow, 11136.) . ,. 

Novarthaltoas, .the Trial. or the 16, h&llded. by G. r:. Zinov1ev &nd 

Lov Kamenov, ended 1n the execution ot all do!'endAnte. Henry 

.. ,,,_.;~~ada, who had d1acovernd the all!lged •Trotsky! te-Z1nov1evi ta .. ,. . 

Terrorist Center•, was h1~oel:!' ~amoved attcr hov1ng boen noouoed 

or •Trotskyism• and or 1mp11on~1on 1n ~med1onl aaeuss!nRtionsn. 

Nikolai Yonhov, who suoaended Yo.gadn, 1tons1t'ied th•L pur(!o. There 

tollowod tho Tr1r.1 or the 17t headed by Y. L. P:yatukov 111\d G• ·y~ 

sokoln1ltcvj tho Trinl or the.;21, N1'll:oln1 Bultharln, Alexia 'R;ykov 

and. others, as woll na the a<ioret tr1nl o:!' tha Bnnnrnlo, natabl7 
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ot Marohal Mikhail. Tukhachoveky.Yezhov e.l.so disappeared and vas 

replaced by L. Ber1a. 

The c...'lulrge.J at- the Moeco'.'l Trial a ~anged from Jtpo11 t1~a1 __ rind m-~rtU_· 
?espons1b111ty• tor the a~ense1nnt1on ot Serge1 Kirov in 1934• 

to a "desire • to restore capi tal.iem•: f'rom industriRJ. sabotage to · 

an al.liance" with the lU.tlerite a.;sta.po; t1•om eecrellt agr"emsnte 

tor parcelling" out the f'ovie.t Union to •roreign pol<.,rs• "to .having 
- _' _- ___ . '._- '', 

been l.mpUcatod 1n the attoiUpt on Lenin' e l.1:C'e in 1918. " The. film" 

·o:f hlstory"rolled hack twerit:r y.,ars. With the sole exception or·· 

Jo~eph Stalin, .Lenin's entire "General Starr or· the llovolutlon• 
' ' 

•niil liquidated. Thus "'hat at tirat· waa eotablistlcd ao an Extra-

O:r"dinary Commtss1on _to_ deit.l lf"ith "cou.."lte:r-r~volUtiOn~ had booOI!ie-

revol.ution. The t""' chief de:llendanto ot all the trialo wer"" J.eon 

Trotsky and h1.a son. Leon Sedov, who were ~onvicted in ·abaent1g.. 

The world-wide sP-nnat:ion tllat this caused led to the eatabllsr.ment, 
' ' 

---1tl' thB unitEtd ·states, o:r a·- •comm1ss1on or "Inquiry ·_into tho. 

Charges Made Aga!nst Leon. Trotsl<y .in the !(oaoow Trials~ • Thin 

!)omm1as1on, headed by Professor Johri Dewey, held th& Moeoow Trinlri 

to be- •trame-ups • and the detondi\nts, Trotsky a11d Sodov; "Not 

Gu1lty•, However, both Trotsky end Sedov subsequently Met death; 

Sedov died under zuy_stor1ous o1rcumatances 1n Parie; Trotsky was 

murdered 1n Coyo~can, a suburb ot Mexico City. 

Otfioi~le who had broken with the Soviet GovQrr~ent t~stiried to 

the terror the NKVD exorcized and the tension which gripped the 

country during the mass purge. Welter Kriv1teky, who desor1bed 

h1mael1' as tol'Jll<>r chief of Sovint intelligence in Weatarn Europe, 

astlmated that mass arreata in 193? alono numbered no less than 

aoo,ooo, Whan the purge-bad run ita ccuree !n 1~38; tharn had 

disappeared all ~ho eighty ~embers o~ tho Council of ~ar, acme 

members or the Executive Com~1ttftn o~ the Couno1l or Comm1seara, 

two Aeaietnnt Comm1es~ro.of For~ign ~ra1rs sa w~ll aa ambaaeAdo~e, 

plenipotentlories nnd oonaula, many lond"ra 1n all r.etlorated 

republica, two chiefs of.the NlCVD nnd :nnny or tholr dt!puths, 

pract1oRllY tho entir" Btatfe ot Prr.vdn end r .. voot11\, end high 9161'" 
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J-~ percentages of' -the directors or f'actorios and e.gronom1st_a, as 

~ · "ell a a many arti ate. Since tho. t time the purge l:iaa becoma ·a 
... 

regular f'nature of' Rue•1ah l1:f'e !ll1d the_ secret_ police is in";!s:- '. 

solubly associated with the purge~ J:t is these tr1nla and execu­

tions wl:l1ch did morr, then n.'lytl:l1ng to give or.,donoo abr,oil:d to the·· 

~noea&1ng rt.tpo:rts t"rom Rue sin as to the tar!"or ex_o:t1ci.sed- 1?3 :tha _ 

secret pol1ce over the population; 

Lees. spectacular than-the executions but no lese f'undamentnl·-an 

obJective ()f' the seo:-et police is its control over.the nl:'llly of' 

f'oroodlabor, estimated to number mnny :nill1one. The •corrective 

labor 1nst1tuti_ons (de);entl5n homf.s, -isolators, corrao'tive _l.ebor 

·ool.onios and bureau of' f'oroed laboff were transf'erred t'rool the 

. Com.m1Baar1at o-r -.ruat1ce to the NKVD 1n Ootobr.:1• l9.J4-. Those 

•corrective labor colon1os• dott.ed the l.cngth and bt>ORdth of' tho 

U, S, .s. R. Thd.z• inmates 1nol.uded workero who had violated labor 

laws, pol1t1onl prisoners and common orim1nnle. Thiu -labOr ~oren 

btt11 t "canal.-::, worJ:ed 1n lumber oampe and wa.a · used~ !n the- 11 ocnstruo­

t.1on, repa_r and dovaloprr.ant of' .pav_ed and i.mpavod high\Qys, • During 

_1nd af'tcr World War II this.army was augmented by pr1aon~ro of' war.· 

The extent and runctione o~ tho NKVD' s ar:uy of' t'orcecl. labor uere 

grnatly mUltiplied, An 1nC!1ont1on o!' the ·extent or tho use or 

:f'oroed labor 1n war 1nC!ustr-1es wee given by tho appointment o!' Berin, 

head of' the NKVD, a a oh1ef' of' tho Armaments and lluni t1ons 

O_omm1esar1nt. A plonum of the lUl-Ur.ion Co!!lffiun:l.,;t l'art:t 1n 1046 

11levated Soria to membership in th" all-powert'ul Politburo· (.Political. 

Bt~:re,.u) or the Party, upon llhioh thn Constitution bestows n monopo:l.y 

of' political power. This plenum f'ollowed tho scaaicns o!' the 

Supreme Soviet which reorganized the NKVD in~c the KVD Gnd <'!.iv1dad 

1 ts :runat1ons bot>Joen tho !lin1etPr or Internal /.f'f'airs ( Y.ruglov) and 

the H1n1st&r of' State Saourity (Merkulov); tho lattot• hod boon 

v1oo-oha1rman of' tho NKVD under Bor1n. 

· --1tny1> llunayovnknya 
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qt; · iihe Vn1on ot Sgrtej: Soo1..J!,._Us~ R<mubUcs, (Moscow), .1.923, 19M, 

1!)37, ;938, 1941, 1.943 • 

. · Ml!!ipist~tive Leg1e1.Rtion (Mosco>r, .1936). pp. n, 12, l22, 126, 
\i. 

20~2()4, ·229 1 and 253, 

P'_or Seaeion o-r _the supreme Soviet arid thn riew l.at-te _ ennc:t"64~··· see· 
. . . 

E:!:ll,~. l!liroh 15-301 l945.-

·ID·-Enfil1Rh• on the :reletfons~p o-i'thEi:NRVD ·to the ·MOScow- ~1s.l8~ 

ee~:.-

·· Rftpgrt -ot 
-~ . ' 

Oout•t, Proceedings \Q tM ·sm.se of' th"r Trot::ky1te-Zinoy1·ny1te. 
.. 

Ter~o;:ist C<:J:tJ;in:. ·lieard bef!lra ·the IUlitar:z gogegium o:r t)l" SupnJU · 

COUMj o:t thP. U, S, S, R. {l4oooow, 1936). 

([dentlc.o:>.l. Verbatim reports were. published· 0 !n the oaa·e Of'· ·the Anti­

SOV~et TrotskYite Center•, 1937; and "in the oose or ·the Anti~ 

Soviet 'bloc or Rights and Trotskyites••, 1938,) 

The c,.-n, of' Leon Trotm, Hapor_t or_ Hearings on tr..s CM!-gea Hade · 

Aga1nAt Him in the Mos·oow.Tri.ale, by the l'r,;11ml.nnry Comc,1ss1on ot 

Inquiry. (New Yorlt and Loridon, 1937), 
' '"" 
Not Gl.d.1ty, Re:oort ot the Commi.ssion ot Inquiry into the Cl•.argas 

Made Against ·Leon Trotsky 1n the Moscow Trin1s. (New Yor)< and 

London, 1938). 

For pnrsona1 accounts or NIVD nct1v1t1es by :!'or•met• llov1ct o:ff1cial.&, 
. '· 

oee: 

In Stqlin's Segret 6ery1oe by Walter G. Kriv1tsky (New Yo~k e-nd 

London, ·19:39). 

l-Qhopn freedom by Victor Kravchenko (New York, 194G), 
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lUes Raya. Duna:yevskaya 
c/o B. w. Admna 

. ·405. East 55th Street ., 
NeW_-York 22i- 'NErw York 

Dear_ Miss _DunayevsknJ:8: 

Tbank you.ror the· article SECRET POLICE (1047 words) ror Ten Ev~ntful 

~· 
Enclosed you·w11l ~1~ a chock in the amount or-$21.00 to cover this 
work, together with u copyright release :form for .your signature, if' 
you ·please, and a: deaaription. :t'orno·. ·ofO.ich we would app:::-eciate your 
signing and-returning to us at yOUr earliest convenienco. 

We a~?-gratetUl ror your contribution to Ten ~ent~l Years~ 

Sincerely yours, 

Walter Yust 
Editor 

WY:lll' 
ericls 
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA BAiTAtffiiCA 
Cl.doa(to • Ill:l.no1o · 

Desr Mr •. Yuatl 
I 

Karch a. 1947 

.. I am sorry to have been ac ncn-oolllllil:l.l;tal. about !!11'3 
·- ;~ -·. . - - . 

. background,· but 1 t is jirompted by the need ror asotlr1 ty. 
'. ~~ . 

I had to appl.y the s"me z".>lo to the BRI'i'Alllll:CA that j; <Ud 

I vas 11Rted s1mp!.;:r as "Ruee1an eoonolldat, noto l1nng 1n 

·Ne~· Yo~k.s ~ had_thought you might care to· bave in your 

r'1lea. the reprints or that eontz-Overs;y. on the V.arxian 

.valuH theor::r tb<tt bail gaL'"tcd 1'or the'" """oh Yido publlc1't)' ' . 
1n thH dall.y press0 snd vere reprinted in French and 5pan1sb. 

._ . • I. ' 

--':f)c.O:OFdl.T..g~y enclose copy o-r the ti=a.n&la';1on cf'- the RUSsi'~ 

·art!cl.e and mj aorr.n:011tary upon :l.t as vell as reJo1nder ·1.n 

the iu.scucs1on thnt':c..~.uttnued ror an entire year. 

-y~---- .. _ 
\ ~-

Very trUly yours. 

l "· 
:./" 
. ·' '" 1 

' ' 
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