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-‘.I.'ha Evn‘lui_un o! a Snc:al 'ry-pe

- The invitation trom _CORRE“POND:.NCE to writea rolumn‘ .
is the mare welcome sinee'1 have had an.opportumty over the i

years to study and observe social types in the pnion and pohtical
* movements in both the United States and Europed understand

.your correspondents are mostly young people, and some of the :
“events I mention will sound *“dated”, but for my first ctlumn-|:

in any case I'ean begm with a story whlch is not so much past
- a8 present, not so much European as .Amencnn. LT

.

‘of the- greatest barbarism on “earth-—Russian totalitarianism.
- But in those days, when the Russian Revelution had overthrown
“the Czar and established -workers rule,.the Communists were
men of high princlples whe stood for.a new social order, a total-
ly new way of life for tens of million of people who hoped to

- .rule themselves in production and in pohncs. . . .

s

'.['he problem in the Amesican Communist Party was that
thn backbone of it was immigrant stock. Jay Lovestone-was a

new t¥pe in the early days of the Communist Party, He was not
1 ahardy m"n'lmanau typna, Ha was n college hay, or, o the :_.1«_-259 .

then went,‘ “a' petty-bourgeo:s mtellectual." But "he was Arme-
. rIcan 3

"Tlaxmng Organizaxs

. He built up a whole theory of Amerlcan "exceplionalism A
-Timt was quite a’chauvinistic theory. It meant that America
was so exceptional it need not follow any principles of indepen-
dent workers activity, but counld “get there” {to-a new social
grder), through' all sorts of fantastic schemes, playing around
- with -liberals ete. Thus, just as his- successors in the 1930's fell
. tor the New Deal, he went hook, line, and sinker for La Fol-
- lette's Farmer-Labor Party. But that was not his worst feature,

I am told, that the part which the rank and file of the Com- [
munist Party of those days, hated mest of all abou’ l-us rule was |

."'hls conception of "trai:ning orgar.izers »

] * Before _Lovestones leadesship & 1925-27 Comrnumst -or=-
gsni..ers would go Into the sweat-shops and learn from the

workers their. conditions as one of them, and. with them, see |

" whother the shop could be unionized. Lovestone's idea was quite

- different: he trained his organizers to work with the top leader- |

ship of the union. And suddenly there grew up the new type of
organizer who was not of the workers but *“for” them, The
needle trades thus'swarmed not ohly with regular labor bureau-
- crats, ‘but the spacial “consultants” supplied by. the Love-
-'stonen.es. That is how a new type, n combin ation “leader”, union
orgamzer ‘and ‘general debater erose. Hﬂre i.s thu story o! one
sueh persun I k.new personn Iy. e N

Not P:odncﬂon Worker

MR- She is bthl somewhere around in Pexmsylvania, I balinve,
as a ution organizer. She was, ot ﬂrst a terrific little activist
. and orgablzer of the same type as the .lmmigrnnts only she was
American. Then she bocame Lovestone's secretary. A transfor-
rhatidn oceurred, She had learnied to go to the shop hot as a pro-
" duetion "wurker, a floor girl or a pinker, No, from. the start she
- was especially trained to be .an.oberator, That assured her a
skilled position immedlately. upon entering the shcp. nnd of a
p!acc in the union as o “leader™,

" Thus, stpnmted {from thc workc:s on the linc, she would
thcn proceed to orate to them ot™the meetings, The workers
ware suppoied to 'love" her for just teaching them how to furn
tho switch off, as if they did not-know how to turn tae switch
off. She was the anticlpation, und only the anticipaticn, of both
.- the Communizt "arty organizers of the totalitorlon perlod ond
" the C.LO. burcaucrats of this period. Now she and her ik are

around everywhere; selling “the American way of life”

'I‘ndny cv-.rybody knows the Cammumst Party as the age.nt- .
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Two Types of Bureaucrats - I . :

‘Iny Europe-at this muhfe_nt.theie are twe types of American
iabur bureaucrats. Both wear fancy ties and smoke fat cigars
and try to sell the “American woy of life” as if that were one
werld,. instead of twe, One, ke Reuther, is the roving kind,
He comes ‘to deliver a speach at a hand-picked labor congress,
‘rides in a USS. Army jeep.:He ends’ up by telling the Arnerican
wo_rkers.—.how_,mueh better off they are than the Europeans,

- i atfer he had  just told the West German workers how much
.- hetter off they are, with their unemployment, thaa the.East
German workers who must come for bread to the West, Then,
through the Voice of America, he has the audacity to tell the
‘East German workers who dared challenge their rulers at the
cost of their lives, that they need “to believe in-democracy.”. - -
"% -The other, Uke Irving Brown, is the stationary kind. He
s the international representative of the Al F. of L. who lives
_in Europe, is always.there to meet the roving kind of bureau-
crat, but at the same distrusts him. You see, he knew Heuther
when he was the fair-hajred boy of the Communist Party, and
knows: that he. still is the planner, always rendy to_pull out of
his pocket as many Five Year Plans as any totalitarian bareau-’
. erat and therefore xesembles too closely for Irving Brown's
*... . comfor} the Communist fellow-travelers who are always “giving
-+ " tha line.” Moreover, as one who has himself been the f3ir-haired
7 oy of & former leader of ihe Communist Fariy, Jay, Lovestone,
he -knows that he must sell Eurcpe something. more - genuine
than that all Americans ave millionaires and that the American
worker who is always wildcatting just loves his labor bureau-
‘crat. He knows that this is the epoch of total crisis, including
the crisis of the mind. He knows he cannot win the mind of the
‘Evropean masses who are struggling for a totally new way of
life with such vulgar sales falk. So he welcomes them, He'is
‘also looking for some European names to fight the deep ‘anti-
-Americanism here.- - . .
Plan and Planners All Arcund Us
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To know the type Irving Brown is, let's take a second lock -
at his 1éader, Jay Lovestone. As we have seen, he was a leader |
of the Communist Party in America in 1925-27. Now he is a |
highly-paid consultant 'to' the American labor bureatracy
(LL.G.W.U,, 1 kelieve), who rmust bz sophisticated ensugh to !
work ‘with the Eurcpean labor bureaucrats. At the end of the
war he came to Rome, kissed the Pope's ring, then went into !
consultation with Bertram D. Wolfe, who is bureau chief in the
Voice of America. He too Is selling “the American way of life”
and he was Lovestone's ¢o-leader in the-C.P, in the 1920's, as
Irving Brown was the fair-haired boy in the Socialist Party days
in the late 1930"s. INow the point iz none of them has changed -~
any basically. That is why I went into their past, ~which, to all -
appearances, seemed o different. The leader type in those days '
enticipated in all essentials the Jabor buremverat’of today. It
doesn't matter that the C.P. produced them first; the age of state- -
capitalism produced them gll — the plan ang the planners, Lhey -
are all around us now. . : P Ca T

" Before your readers tay: "Yes, but the*European workers ;
should at least know that we have no use far.'our’ labor byreau~ :
erats, much Jess their consiiltants, Our way,of iife is quite, dif- |
ferent from theirs, We wildcat agalnst management and the .
laber burcaucracy. all the time, and the' consultants are im-
potent,” Before your readers say this, let mig say: I know Yhat. :
I know that the American Worker has to Kcep his nose;jo, the :
grindstone tc miake onds. meet, He dcos not have elther, tha
money of the lelsure to go on European junkets io tell them of -
“rhe American way of Life.” That s the way of the burcaucrats:
But the Europenn masses do not know that. These are all Europe
Americanism there. A
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Notes From a Diary =

: .1_'!'@ R'éspé'é§ful",-l'fﬁ:ki'it'u!g'-‘;"- Co

* ferent was: the

T aoust be 2

Tha Negro:Never did i&ythfnf.-}-';cv'n,'

i.izzlé:f told y;:n z0f fo iouc!x- e,

- World War 1T brought the Amerc .
“Jcan "Wegro . to Europe, - The Negro °

. G.L’2"daily relations -with ‘hiz Furo.

“pean: buddies and European eiviligns -

WwWas one’ thing, Something quite dif-
European - intellectu-

“gl's’

““historie™ unfeal a

m:i_éept'._o!.the Negro. In the one

Problem; -

"_Is"a'.'géhgpirav'cy'-;:tbdt_' to frame the

other Negro who was a withess to

the shaoting. He ix to be accused of -

' attemnpting to rape Lizzia- and the -
" murderer, the leader of the white
" community, ia to ‘appear’ as the des

. fender-of white womanhood, A cou-

A omoan

" §in-oi- this “white man,; named Fred, -

" Yet the European Intellectual thinks -

- he knows “the Negro Question.”-

. +Talie the case of Jean-Paul Sartré, o

“the leader of the Existentialist move-

; ment in ¥rance, and the most fambus
" literary Conimmunist fallow-traveller,
" s ‘play,

Peihe Negro of rape,
Tke Respectful Prosiiuts,

Ceals with a white prostitute named ..

. L:'.z.z!e..LI.zzi‘e “wWas & witness to the
- shooling of 4 Negro by a ‘white man.
-~ This white man -iurns cut to be *a
-leading eftizen of the Southern town
to which she has come to live. There

- -, N

A !’_chf_a;ﬁc C‘onver;_ﬁiion’ _

.. The Negro réappears and ssks Liz.
-zie to hide him. She offers him a gun
.%o -protect himself, but he. refuses,

saying: T ecan't’ shcot white - folks,”

<> He kisses the hem of her skirt, The'

lynch mob-ir heard outelds, but ihig
-Tantastic conversation continues: - - -
{Shs
locks him over.)Juzs the 3xme, you
gueer churacter, to Xave
... 8 whole town ulter you, =~ -
“The Negro:I dido't do
" -you koow I dido't

do anything. -

anythiog, me'ars,

Lizzle:They ssp a nigger's atways done

-somathing.”

- nevel, . o
 Lizxfe: (Wiping her ‘brow):- I don’t
T know what's right Ay more. (A

" pause), Just the zame, 8 whola ¢

‘can’t be compla taly wrong,

.pause.) . e :

ty
_(A. .

picks up® the ‘newly-arrived . prostie

tiite and spends the night with her,. |

Liz2id” knows. nothing . ahout the

- frame-up plot Wwhen the ctrtain rises.
“ Bhe refuses pay from Fred because .
..she has fallen in love with him, He

“police burpe in and

asks her to sign'the paper accusing
V She refuses. He .
ollers her $50¢ She stiil refuses, The -
! threaten to jail
her; Ehe does not budge, ‘Thon “the
Senator" appears. Where bribery and -
intimidation fafled, demagogy wins, . -
The Senator has “sweet-falked” Liz-

" zle out of her signature, L.

The T}gexgo: That's how it goes, ma'am,

hxt's  how
white folks, :
Lizzle:¥ea too? You foe]
Tke Negro: Yes, ma'am. .
The question i3: where gid Sartre
get such a character, exéept in his ex.
istentialist imagination? Surely Sar-
tre himself knew no such Negre. In

it always goes with
,_gl'xih;y?

“the concrele circumstances of France

sfter World War II no Frenchman
met any such character, Was there

ever soch-a character In the Southern . . .

town in the United States where this

" play.is supposed to take place?

I asked a Negro worker for his re-
actions, reactions that wil Lelp break
down both provincialism and intel-
lectualism. I doubt thut Sartre hasg
had the benefit of n criticism of his
Play by’ a live Negro worker. Here

they. are:




. reaistan

“You kxmw. what T think ‘ot thls
-‘Negro chsmcter‘! Hels crazy. Do you
know! what I isean’ by crazy? Not
inathe bacame crgzy first then when
- the Iynch’ mob ‘was outside, but 4hat

: he was crazar, was born u-azy Any -
normsd MWez=o would put tp & kel o’
ce. My, great grandmother.
who was-a.tlave, told me they had
ways ot ﬁghting back even then. .:

. “That is crazy talk }.he writer puts
nto the Negro's mouth. Afraid of | gua
and -talie of guilt, that's crazy | tabk, °

Who is the author? Hé is a con~

h'ad.iction in “himself. He shows up
- Southern white hypoerisy, but he hes

.. never sech an-ordinary Hegro, has
-, bhe? You know that ‘though he shows

“up -the Southern” Senator, yet' he.
‘makes the N’egro say just what tha

ln Conclm!on

It s clear that itis not only in the
 United States that all politics are ex-.

" pressed’ most sharply in the Negro

Question. It 'becomes necessary to tea:

§

" Senator would like to holleve he says.
.. #V¥eu know Thave stopped going to
. the mnvm_s. ‘and plc:ures like Piaky
is the. reason, When . you go to the
-movies, it is.a question whether you

. accept the plot. This play is worse, " g

. It Ian*t b plot, This author thinks he
]mows the Negro Question. ‘He doexs
not see the Negro as he is at all, not
B at all, -

UPhe Southem w‘h.\tes wish sucha
" gharacter exii{ed ‘but they lmow bet-
" ter. ' They ¥now no such-character ex-"
ists, or has ever existed here; but the

. French .author, he makes him . say

‘what they would want him to-say.

. You know what Is worse even? He o

makes - this' character out %o be nor-
mal. But’ they know that cannot be

" because ike Ncgroes don‘t. let it 'be."

" some. pages kom my. dlary on white= - |

Negro relaticns, The next couple of
columns will concern themselves with-
these relntions.
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leference Beiween Amencananr' "uropean Politics

Be{ure I go any iux't‘xer with ‘.ru.s

_co}mnn I would like ta intredice a

question implied in’it, but never ex-

- plicitly stated. That is the absence of:" -

-a mass labor ‘party in the- United
 States. Americans take it for grant.
ed but it_hits any visitor from Eu-
ropa immedintely. I shall return to
the subject again and again, show-
ing the advantages and disadvant.

‘ages fer the American workers as

well as the unique effect the absence

: . of a mass labor party has produced
“in _the radical parties, It is the fun- -

damenrtal factor in American life and
underlies the politics of the big par-

tins as well as the little groupings, -

the daily lives of people and the gen-

eral direction of the natlons devel-

~opment, .

Now msny workersin the U. S.
have no interest in the politics of
sma]l organizauons bccausg they see

Leadr..'s and Ranks- ‘.

Lovestone has 1 Iimg-since fo;saken

Coinmunism. Nevertheless, - the iype -

Is of ‘utmost significance -because

- nearly a decade before the New Deal

"swarms through. the world labor

and. nearly  i{wo decades before the
full bureaucratization of the. CIO,
we saw in the early American Com-
munis{ Parly, the anticipation of a
certain type of Iabor bureaucrat that

movement of todzy. In my first cn-

lumyu'l spake of Lovestone’s special-

‘Where Tendencies Tako Shape

. There were those in her group who
went to work as ordinary workers
rather than picking up the plums of

. - the skilled jobs in the unionized shop.

S

Theze had to reject 'a body of Ideas
. that was'very ‘attractive beeause atill
“untested In actual life: (1) that 1t was
the. unionized shop where the most
"advanced" workers wvere; (2} that
it was by *“educating” these that you
won converts to Communism; and
(3) that the renrganimtlon of aocicty
would follow’ such snd such a path
and ‘norie ot .

Today it is well known that it was
the completely new “‘raw" workers

no  connection ‘between “these htt‘.le

Ry sects ‘and _their own daily. hves or -

their aspirations for the future. Yet
~every fundamental prob]em that con-
fronts them-both in their daily lives.
“and in their desire for changes in the
“lives of their children has been anti-
.- cipated -in one form or anolher .m
. these sma.ll grouplngs. R

The. absence of 8 mass labor puh:
in this country has meant that many
a middle-class intellectual who is an

' agamst-er and who would have found
a place 4s @ writer, speaker or “ora
ganizer in such a mass movement’
has, instead, gone directly ic’ the
small radical eorganizations. Thee is
why I wish to return to the case of
Jay Love*'tone, whom I analyzed -
several weeks ago as the specifically
American prototype of 'the Russian
Communist of today. -

: ty.ile Htralning orgamzeék" who were'

‘not of the werkers but **for” them, I
deseribed. o certain . specific person
whom he: trained. I shall eall her
Minnie, I wish now to return fo her
not in relationship to "the workers
whom she “led,”. but in relationship
-to those :in her own Communist.
group, -

_The roason’ ia that i! is !heru in the
ranlks that clher typel weze. sharp=
ened in cpposition to hex, .. -

who formed ‘the €10 and changed the
industrial face of Ameriea, It was

" not the A"F of L which was trans-
formed into the CIO. The CIQ grew’

up out of other roots, Not only that.
Even unlons like the Ipternational
Ladies  Garment Workers  Union -
which did form part of the organiz-
ing committed for industrial unlon-
ism came from the pressure of xmu
unorganized workers.

Tha people most reedy o reorgan~
Ize soclety were found not iz the
unlon apparatus, nor sven in the
*“leftwing’’ ceucauses, bui asmong
theze “hackward” werkers. -




'I‘h.ls was ot clear in’ those days, | _7 '

‘not to the leaders, nor to those wko

had no ambition to lead. To stand up
:- ‘then_for the.concept of the “back= -

... ‘ward" workers as the most advanced
Tmeant to engage in a dtruggle with
_intellectuals like Lovestone who had
"8l the autherity ‘end’prestige that

.goes with leadership, . That was no -

_small thing for's rank and filer to de,
CAbove' that, moxing & decision-'to
- fight for this idea meant yout had to

break: close friendships, friendships -

with girls like Minnie who were al-

so-absorbed totally [In thé working
) giving -

‘class movement and  were
their Yives to it like yourself. Final

1y you risked expulsion from the -
" group into “which you had thrown. .

yonrselt completely.
- At each sharp tun— in 'pcllcy you

*had to make such a decision. There

we.-e thase who n:ada every sharp

o

turn: those who straddled the fence:
and those who fell by the wayside.

- The point is all there differant
types were jamimned up Into one small
group. Each thought 1t had the ans- -
wer to the crisis of soclety because’
each was searching in the group for.
that answer (That is-why they joined:
+in the first place.) Thus the absenca
of .2 mass labor party not only

" ‘brought many types Into the radical

grouping that would mnot otherwise
be there. It was more than thut. Be-
cause there wns to mass labor party,
.no way-iw check practically with the.
 masses, these different soclal types
who were: jammed up - into that one
‘group had to fight it out amon 48
“themselves. .- Beczuse  theoretically
they dicd fighi It out 1o a finlih, they

. nuticipaied so much of .whal was fo.
confront the goneral mus movemunz
at . Iahr nngo :
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TENSIGNS WITEIN THE SOVIET UN[ON :

. Laat ;Iuly the U S. Govemment Printing Office issued Document
. Mo. 69 entitled Tensions Within the Soviet Unlot, The study was
. prepared” by - some . Library of Congress scholars at the reques=t of

. Senator Alexander Wiley, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign .-
- o " Relations.” The: honorable Senator. got considerable pu.h'llctty for -
.’ the document and it is easy to' understand why. For the politicel

conclusion of -thése  scholars “is that . the tensions .in the  Sovict

- Unjon exist, not between' the. rulers and the workcrs, but within -

: . the: intelligenisia that rules. -

.Only seven- pages of this 92 page docnment ire devo.ed to .
-the - workers. ‘It leads  them to conclude: “This is particularly - -
' motable because the’ preserva.lon of the Sovief regime may depend -
-upon the Soviet telentist, since revolutions in:.our day need not be
mass uprisings but may. hinge ‘wpon the mood and upheaval of

N few geientists in charge of extraordinary weapons.”

, "The. Ssnator himseclf adopis this myth and hurries.to slznder R
‘-.1he Russian workers: “Oppression creatu inertia, d:sﬂluslonment, :

tatigue, aloofnessz and eynicism.
THE CONTINUO'US RBVOLT OF TI!E R.USSIAN “’ORKI:.II‘.S

: It i3 not easy to ste the revolt of the Russian workers because Cos
the methods of struggle tn a totalitarias land are not on the surface. R

The workers unions in Russia have been liquidated by - being in
" corporated’ into the state apparatus, Nevertheless the struggles
have been ¢ontinuous and have been carried on so petsistently at

the point of production that the Russian economy is in a constant ~-

_cers Cns:s is not a state of mind, but a state o! productlon.
~ 1928-1838 ) '
in '1hrc\.ghoul the First and Second Five Year Plans (1928- 1939)

workers laft the plants and returned to their farms with & disrespect
for capitalist -routines very. similar to the Southern produstion

a worker in.the Northern United States.

2)The ‘passport system accomplished as lttle in ‘disclplining the
workers as had- the 1932 laws which authorized the fuctory director
not only. to fire » worker for absence without permission but even

. deprive him of his food card ‘and his llving quarters owncd by the

factory. -

3H It ‘was !mpos.,lbla to decree slavery. Qulte the contra.py
The Russion worker, like the American. worker, knowsz how .to
-~ handle hig job. Where he is forbidden to strike, he slows down. The
- Senators and scholars spezk of “low labor produetivity” in Russia

.. as If that means the Russian workers are backwiard, Like the econ~’

omists’ in the United States in relation to - Amezican workers,
however, the Russian  Intelligentsix : recognizes low preductivity
for what'It I5! m slgn of revoll against the condiilens of production.
Fipures show that to complete the First Plan even in a half-way
“faghlon, 22.6 million workers were used:where the Plan called
. Ior only 15.7 million. Labor turnover was no less than 152 per cent,

. ‘4) The totalltarian rulers have more power. than any governs .
ment has ever had in history. chcrtheless, they dld not feel capable

of disciplining this rebellious labor force. They decided Instead to

divida ‘it, by finding some soclal basis in the faclory, among a -

speelal seetlon of the workers, American workers who have seen

Reuther operatdng with the skilled trades will have no du.‘tlculty in

' understanding what Stalin was alming at.-

- As early as 1931 Stalln called for the "llquld.nuon of dee .-

persanaliznlion." This was a very fancy phrase for a very ugly

- truth; he had no factory personalities to defend his regime. To get -

- them ha decided to give the skilled worker a personulity and a

" wagé to go with it and at the some. time transform the skilled ..

-~ wotker into ® speed demon for a day. This man ‘set the “norin,”
~that is, the rate of #pecd, through eapecially good machines and

" “gupplementary halp &nd at & pace which he knew he would hova

! to keep up for only a single day. This tima-study thcn bccame the
atae for the worker to produce every day.

-That iz how Stakhenovism was born. Xt was four years In the
makiny. This apecd-up movement met with such resistance that it
waus not unugual for Siakhanovites {o flnd menuelvcs murderrd
ln thu dark of {he nlght. . . -
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. At ‘the start ‘of ‘war the laws of June 26th nnd October
L .nd 1940, forbade a .worker to:leave his - job and’ punlshed 15 -
’ minutes latenesa with’ six. moenths “corrective labor—labor in tha
Iactory with 25 per cent reduction in pay. They established State -
Labor Reserves which: gave the youth technical: training of from -
six manths to two: years and then made it obligatory for them to
. work for the state for four years “at the preseribed rate of wages”
. Wety afler six months of operatlon of these laws, the Pravda
. reparied that truancies were greater than In the months prior to -
- it. A declaratlon of martial Jaw on the raflroads was pacsed siml-
lar to Truman’s proposal to dmft raliroad worln:rs ln order’ :o.

|
: prevent thely sirike in 1946.
In 1543 the conveyor belt system was firstintroduced. And

- on the basls of the discipline of the line,- there was introduced. -
competltlon by faclorfes.” Thic meant that Factory Stalin challénges,’
or, more correctly, is ordered to challenge, Factory Molotov., Fac
_tory Molotov must take up the challenge “to fulfill and overfulfill®
its quarterly plan by fen per cent, 'All workerx in both factories ..
must pitch into this back-breaking state-ordered ‘plan; This is c;lled :
-"social!st emulation.” .
‘Day . in and day out the mzss!a.n worker has .fonght' the.

- mueds of Iabor In the factory. For two golld decades he has been
‘unyieiding in his resistance. Had the revoll not beea so continuous,
the ferror wwould not have beon so vlolent. No oue wants to put
millicns In: forced labor camps. The milltons in - ferced. lahor
campy are a -true measure of the never- endin: raslstzncc or the -
Eussian woﬂcen to thelr oppressers. - . -

i .7 BACK.TO SENATOR WILEY

It !.s these Russlan workers who, the honorab‘le Senator leL.s
u.s. ue—"aloo!." ‘With sure class instinct, he turns from the workers
- to the “galentists” Technocrats and capitalists have had their days
' dreams of push button factorles which would solve the class strugs .-
' gle. " Nong, - however, have been more. nalve "than the Seonate -
Forelgn Relations Commitiee and the Russian apecialists with lheir
trust that “the few scientisis in.charge of exiraordinary . weapons”

; mig‘.;t substitute for mass uprlsings. How Malenkov. and Co. would -

" love to belleva-that! But thaiyr ivory towers, unlike the Senate’s, -
S are 0o near the point of prodiction in Russia-where day In snd
doy out they must contend; not with mythierl scientists of f‘lnde-
pendent lhmklng" but wlth the very " :aal mnss res!.sts.ncc. oL




TWO WORLDS:

Notes From a Diary

INTELLECTUALS AND THE RADICAL WORKERS
The last depreision” gave rise to z number of small political
- parties, the chief of which was the American Workers Party (AWP), @
officially. formed in 1933, Actually, it had existed from 1923 when it ot
was called the’ Conference for Progressive Labor Action (CPLA)
- It was formed originally to defend: Brookwood Labor College from
- attacks by 'the’ A F of L that the college was harboring Comru~
. nists. 'The actual reason for the attack was that the college tzught
. Industrial unionizm. The chalrman of the college, the CPLA and
the AWP was A. J. Muste. His {ollowers raferred to themselves as

Labor Acticnists, They were. called “Musteites” s

This ' small grouping of intellectuals - and workers socn begen
" to play an impdrtant role in the actual struggle of the workers for-
. industrial unionism, EE . S
In 1931, they launched the great organizing strike in Patterson, -
“N. J. They were in 'the forefront of the campaign to organize ihe
West Vieginia Mine Workers Union as well as the Ilitois miners
<ln 1932, They soon found themselves at the héad of some 10,000 un-
- empioyed in the Midwest, They orgonized Unemployed Leagues in
opposition "to the Unemployed Councils organized by the Commue
nist Party. - . - ) L . o : .
In 1934 a sirike against Auto-Lite broke ocut in Toledo, Ohjo.
An AF of L local called the strike, but it soon became obvious it
wes impossible for it alene to fight all the forces of cepital and
the police arrayed against it. The local called upon the Musteils
Ureniployed Leagues for help on the- picket line, ‘When the or-
 Eanizing talent of the Musteites was added to the tremendous ae~:
tivitics of the workers, Toledo, Ohio, became the birthplace of the o
auto workers union,. Thus the Musteiles were in the forefront-
of what became later the mighty upsurge of labor called the CIO.

| THE “AMERICAN ORIENTATION” AND POLITICAL ACTION

.But already in 1932 they had come 1o the conclusion that neither _
the struggles of the unempicyed for rele?, nor those of the work-
ers for industrial unionlem would be sufficient to chenge -the
world crisis Inte o workers world. Political action was neceded, At
the AWP founding convention in Pittiburgh, resolutions called for
the formation of & genuine mass laber porty, “an Amerlean orienta-
tion.” This was clenrly directed szainst the Communist Party. The.
resolution also declared that they “would not affiliate with “any

’ s}[:llinler groups from the- Communist Party.” This meant the Trot-
skyists, . o000 L . . .
- The ‘world depression had produced as greot 'a crisis in the
- world of ideas as ln the eeonomic world. The Musteile lcadership
was in_search of an ideclogy, o system of ideas. The “American
- orlentallon” was a ahicld to hide the deep divergence within itself
and to give them time to resolve it. . : ’

_A T BMuste was a minisies greatly attracled to the working .
class. He began by thinking merely- of “educating” it ond then
found himself deep In the class struggle, ¥Ho found himsell up
against tho Communist Parly at_the same tme but:he-had-mo

. theoty with which to fight them, With him were Piofcssors:Jamea

" Burnham and Sidney Hook, They agreed with Leon Trolsky's an-
~alysis of Stalinlsm (the Communist- International), exposing its

- cynical theory of “After Hitler Us” , : . . .

) Pulling in the oppesite direction was Louls Budenz, whe way
looking at the Communist Parly with its dally paper, poste and
behind it a whele country—Russia. Before that force hlz “Amerlcon
orientaifon” erumbled. S - : |V

Dec: 12, 1953 -

Correspondence.
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WIAT TO TELL THE WORKERS . LT —
There is no doubt that these intellectunls had turned to the = -
working ©lass because they believed that the capitalists had Icd the
world frem -world war fo world depression, and that enly the-
v wworkers could change cocicty fundamentally, Tha diffio; ag.that g
the task for them as intellectuals did not end with their tumning -
to the;working class. It first began there, - B
" YWhat to tell the workers, that was the problem, In Germany,
Nazism destroyed the organized:labor movement. From Raussia,
Stalinist Communism shouted, “We have no wnemployed. We have -
a Plan' In America, young ‘intellectusl planners like the Hisses
rushed into.the New Deal o plan for capitalism along with Roose-
vell's Brain Trust.. st - - Coe : T
- 'What, betwzen Fascists, Communism and the New Deal, would
the intellectuals of the."American orientation” tell the. workers?
- _The situatien was a concreté one: In the unemployed leagues
and in the strikes one strong force (the Communist Party) and one
small force (the Trotskylsts) were pulling ‘at the Musteites. The
ranks were hungry for ldeas. They were attracted to the Trotsky-

- ists who seemed to have a body of ideas from Plan to_world revo-
lution and who were saying to the Communists, “You went down
belcre fascism without & fight. It i4 because your leader, Stalin, :
subordinhates all struggles to the dictates of the usurping Russian

_"burea&m-acy. Only. we stand for true workers interestr on a world

“sealeM | U- ot Yo (R

Afler the merger with the Trotskyists . the ranks were the
first. to” drop ‘owt. Trotskyism was completely isolated from the °
. great upsurge that became the CIO. The Musleite léadership had
fafled to find a correct system.of ideas to keep them and the ranks

together. They now have neither ideas nor'ranks_. .
COMMUNISM, TROTSKYISM, WHAT NOW o .

. - Part of the Mustelté leadership, represented-by Budenz, jolned
: the Communist Party where he became the managing editor of the
. Dally Worker, He has now become the total stcol pigenn, . L.
.- -Muste himsel? dropped out of thé movement soon after the
~merger ‘of his group with the Trolskyists, He now heads the Fel
_ ‘lowship of Reconciliation, s pacidst ‘grouping. Burnham -broke with
" Trotskylsm during the war. He saw a new soclety: emerging, not
- frem the workers, but from managers and planners. He is now the
outspoken campalgner for “all-out Americanism” Sldney Hook is
. ihe advocats of “democracy” for all those who agree with him, B
' is hard to distinguish between him and Attorney Genéral Brownell

. The uremployment situation and the crisis §¢t will bring wini
“certainly throw up groups of rodicals who more than ever will
» need & system of ideax which will enable them nect mercly te
agitate for the unemployed ond take part in the workers’ struggles,
‘but will help them to meet the crisls, The time 1o do that s now,
" Every. page of CORRES!:ONDENCE 1 cngaged in this tesk. -

-
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BER‘I.‘ COCHRAN, CA'UC'IJS ZB'UILDER ; e

T E - Workers fn unions are familiar with the radlcnl who wntea
'p:o;;rams for union caucuses. One. of the most-ndept was Bert
Cochran, the leader of tha ‘group that has recently split away from .
American Trotskylsm.” (CORRESPONDENCE. Vol L" No. 7.)
During- the depression Cochrzn was.'a stugent at the College
of the City of New Yorlk. It was the period when young intellectuals

like, Cochran joined the strike' movement of the woskers and tha

unemployed and gave it “leadership” In I534 srhen he was active
in “the 'famjours Auto-Lite strike fn 'Toledo, Ohilo, Cochran, met
_some Trolskyists to whom he was greatly attracted os “theareti-
.- sians™ of the class struggle. Where the Russian Revclution of 1917
“made- James P, Cannon, the founder of American Trolskylsin,
break with the Industrial Workers of the World and accept the
doctrine of “a vanguard party to lead’the workers to power,” the
' American crisis in the 1930°3. made Cochran ac‘ept the :loctrine ;
of the party fo lead the workers.

His ghb tongue and facile pen scon made hlrn a specia!lst" :
in trade unien work, But Cochrans specially was no: to organize .
masses, but caucuses.

'W'ORKERS, UNION LEADERS AND RADICALS

. The average worker was in the struggle for unlonization be-
cause he wanted a total change in the conditions of work and the
relations al worle These workers were ingenlous in thr ways they
were devising to fight the corporations ana the fledgling bureau-
cracy, To keep themselves in leadership,. the’ youny- labor bureau-
cracy was in nced of an :deology, a system of ideus that would
attract these workers.. This is.where .the radicals came in. They

; wrote - the programs . for these union . leaders. Homer Martin's
was belng written by Jay Lovestone; Wyndham Mortlmers by the

Communist Party; Reuther's, It was generally bchevec! was also

written by the C, B.-

' When GMI. first recogmzed the UAW 1t stiu had no inten-
tlon of iaking the union seclously enough to let the workers decide
the couditions of work. lmmediately there was a division between
* the unlon.leadership end the unlon romks as fo how to enforee
the contract.. The: workers fook the road of-“guickies.” Homer P,
"Martin, president of the UAW,; opposed wildeats, . .
-~ When the Q, P, snccuded prying Martin's first llealenant

{Frankenstsen) dway from him, Bert' Cochran saw lhis chanes {a
_blay @ leadlng role, He came to Blartin with a 2¢-peint program .
“which ‘rarged from n fight agalnst the “blg corporatlons™ to fight- -
"ing Communist “collective security.” In a word, Martin got Irom
Cochran the program io [ight the Communisis, and Cochran gol -
- from Marilz the post of UAW-WFPA director. . :

" The partnership didn’t last long, At the very first strike Marth_ :
" lired Cochran. That Wwas 8. lucky thing for Cochrnn i‘or Martin was
socn to bolt<he'CIO. .. .

Cochran produced a nine-point “Unlon Bullding” program :md .
cnme with it to the Cleveland Convention of the UAW.CIO; Tha
Trotskylsts “.claimad -that .at Jeast holf of the points wers
accepted by the convention, that is to say, were bandied about by
the unlon leadership.

" Cochran never worked with the rank and- Ille of the union
for whom he had noihing but contempl, The few tlmes he worked
in the shop, he was known to the workers as a sloppy werker, one
whopt they they had (o cirry.' DBut on the platiorm o- In the
caticus room, he talked down fo them, FI2 was as cynical ss any
Iabor bureaucrat from the smirk around hiy lips; the slouch of hils
shoulders, down to the thumb polnf.ed at u:e audienecs 23 his volce
rose to a crmrndo.




'IHE I'ARTY LEADER AI\"D '.'I.'H'E LABOR BUREAUCRAT

. The Trotskyist leadershlp required of its Tembers . the follow .
lng. 1) Every imember who worked in a factory hod to beforig to
-.a union .caucus, 2) He had to attend-all caoucus meetings znd vote,
3) He had;to convert ‘as many- shopmates as possible to interest.
inicaucus pohtiu. 4) He must . do all the lcgwork for the unlan
- bureauerasy. : : .
-“When the Pa.rty rank nnd fila has proven itself in caucus buxld-
i.ng. the Party leader makes & deal with the lower rungs of the
" bureaucracy for certain:“key poss." 'nm's what tbe Trotskyists
,r.-onsider having a *mass base™- .
‘Nomination for altérnate mem' 'h.xp in the National Committee
{the leading body of the party) was the reward for becoming the’
intermediary beiween the labor bureaueracy and the party. The
- “politically advanced” member was the one who wrote the labor .
bureaucrat’s leaflets and yet left the daily policy in the factory -
io the discretion of the labor. bureaucrat. A full member of the
" Naotienal Commitice gave the orders to the rank and file. Such an
‘érder-giver was Bert Cochran
. When 'in 1941 James P, Cannon. went Ao jml for his antl-war
views, Cochran’ blossomed forth as a “theoretician,” -He dld it
“all on his own too.-If, in the trade union he never worked with
the rani rnd file, in . h!s own party he did not even consuli hiz
co-leaders. He no sooner became editer of the Fourlh International,
‘the theoretical magnzi.ne of the American Trolskyists. than - he
spread himeelf out on ‘a position which was in fundamental
oppocition to the Trotskyist theory that nationalized property equals - -
workers'states, This petty type that Cochran is has as little respect
" for fundamental jdeas as for rank and file people. Neither matter
.. to him. Not long after Clochran jiad accurately deseribed Yugosiavia -
as a capitalist country, he tumer.l around 180' and declared u to be
a workers state, R
Now this sudden involvement in international. pohllrs had’
nothing whatever to do eithér with nctual world events or thedret-
“lcal developments, What was bothering Cochran was not Eurnpe,
“but. the United - States;  not Commumsts, but ' the . native ' labor
- bureaucracy. So long as the.tradé union leaders needed these
radicals o weite their programs, Cochran, the peity intellectual, was
satisfied. But- the period following Wor"d War-II is one of total
crisis, and ao time io play ai radical politics, The labor bureaueracy
[ eleaned. house,” throwing ‘sut not: z¥eme tho Communists but the !
Trotskyists from all unton positions, And Cochran began to display-
the signs of a well-known political type—the man whao is desper-
- ntely determined to get out from where he is,.
Whaot American. Trotskyism is reaping is the harvest they .
sowed with’ thelr theory of “a party to lead the masses” That
" accounts for”ibhe st.mnge spectacle  of . the double attraction for
Trotsleoylsts: Communism  and the Amerlean labor, burcaucracy.
" Cochran did not leave alone, He took one-third of thelr member-
ship-~because Cannon taught them that the worke.rs could. get no-,
where wlthqqt Y "party to lead™ |
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N aﬁﬁs from a Bnary

'.'lKE GANG LA\VYER .

‘I remember when I first saw thn announcement in the Pﬂper L
‘that Roy Cohn would be McCarthy’s atiorney on the Senate Perma«

. nent Subcormmittee on. lnvcstigations. It sent a shudder threugh me.
+ Without even reading the story of his'life, the picture revealed-the .
type. The worldly .young man endowed with brains. and .wealth,

- through.znio eifort of his own, “believing that he:zan, with no roots
.in.any, eivilization, do anylhing anpd_ everythi ;- believing only in
‘his ‘own personality and. using )t un..shnmedly "to breeze through

- any cppos[uon. -
ot He_was only 25 then, the son of an old line Democrat a Wew '
“York fudge, ‘Teo young “to be in-the- -second, World War, he had
whizzed through Columbia University and law school during. the
post-war period in three and a half years, graduating 'so young that
‘he had to wait a-year and a half before he could take bis bar exam.
.Every college stpdent knows, the type, the opportunist.with brains,

-and congections. who develops them as fast as possible in order to
- put them at the disposal of the hipghest bidder. Cobn didn't have to
walt long. The moment he passed his bar exan, a job ‘was wmtmg !
. .ﬁw m;!n a;: Conﬁdent:al Asmstant to the Umted Statcs Attorney in
ew York. ,

. | OUTSIDE ‘THE. LAW .

;.:— .. Lt S .

The Government geve Cohn the opportumty hs" needed The
- Cammunisis were being p\ose«.uted for conspiracy. While the legal
“iorms were being maintained in Court, a special departicent ‘was
set up'by‘theAttorhcy General to deal with all radicals. ‘The boy
who had been born with a silver-rpoon in his mouth was now. worth -
“his weight in gold,- While.other government attorneys hesitated to
‘bring in anti-Cormmunist radicals.under the same law which prose-

* cuted Cnmmunisrs. Cohn was uninhibited by any. democratic tra-
+ dition, ' The end justified the means, legal or not. The older, more -
: respectable attorneys protesied, but in theé end they always capltu-
lated, Cokn knew that he could always sweep them along, Al they

wanted .to do was go more, slowly but thelr ends were no different
“than his. Cohn gathered around him a gang of younger men, as . .
- rootless and ruthless as he, anxicus to- put their h:ghly trained '~

. brains’ at. the: secvice: of the most powerful bidder. .

‘Mow'that his abllity to bully his more liberal co‘!eagues into

illegal short-cuts had becn proven, Cohn did not stay long with the,
U. S. Attorney.. He was looking for more fertile -fields. . The new
U.'S. Attorney was anxiolis {0 move more slowly, to stay within the

-..law, MeCarthy needed a lawyer on his stafr, as unscrupulous and o3
‘brazen and’as shameless as.he. -
. MeCarthy and. Cohn )oined forces. Mc"‘arthys smears . are as
un.crupuluus as Cohn's, but his manner is shifty, sneering. Cohn

-, brings to the pteceedmgs the vigorous brassmess which  paralyzes
lh» opposnion with its oﬁensive'\ess. :

HS6T ‘07 921 +2ounpucdsa1i0)

mmm\mns- BEST FRIEND . SN

The. wholc trndi'ion of ih. Amcncan peoplc fills them wnth
horror and distaste for stool pigeons. But everything the Adminis-
tration, Democcatic.and Republican, has done drives them towards
identifylng the informer with a patriot. When Louis Budenz, Eliza-

- beth- Bentley, Whittaker Chambers and the whole army of lessef
" fry stosl pigeons take the stand to finger people, they are aware of
the revulsion of - the whole community. Cohp i3 there to give them

"’ the.immoral courage 1o continue, Without any ifs, ands or buis he |
‘standa for the philosophy of : glorifying in[om:ers.- When he.ls
.- present, they feel that it takes guts to be an informer. He bathes
thatr dirty work in the aura of being with the elite. His very pres-
ence reassures them that if they lie, he will fiud the means legal or - ;
' iliegal to protect them.. The American gutlic knows the gang law-
. yer, the legal brain who puts his skills, expcrlence and connections’
- at the disposal of the gangsters and .‘ixes everything for them. It
.als0 knows the prosecutor who uses the staie's witnesses against
criminalz. But the type who 1z both prosecutor and gang lawyer is
z product of 2 world in which all society {s jn such total crisls that
the gangste 2 have token over the govemmem.

‘




AT YOUR SERVICE : = | Loe I . .
Cohn served as a cloak -for. McCarthy's anti-Semitic:attacks.
At one televised hearing, Cohn shouted, *I am a -Jew and that has
nothing to do with the cise.” Every minority has its upper crust,
-~ exceptional individuals who sce in their special qualifications a way
to overcome the-disadventages which. official society imposes upon
the_majority. They are the ones who buy acceptance with’ special
services. Among the Negroes are the Talented Tenth leaders..Cohu
- is a. Talented Tenth Jew. The way he puts it is that the Jew has &
special ‘obligation 1o repay Amesican scciety for the advantages it -
has given him. The Jew should show his-special gratitude by out’
. patrioting the patriots. He takes n special pride in prosecuting. Jews
-~ and doesn’t even wince at being called an anti-Semite. Hitler had
- Jews like thal in-ids party.: . P
.* * The exceptional individuals in & minority very often anticipate
the next stage of & society. They have, as members of the minority,
no roots in the existent society. Their own. people. are seeking
‘assimilation and integration in a way,.that demands - the. reorgani-
zation ol society on a more democratic basis. When they turn thelr
- backs on their own people, and seek assimilation for themselves as
exceptional individuals, tiey take the mast reactionary features of
" the existing system to- their conclusion. Very often a woman who
“wants to be up there with the wien' will be mere venomous agalnst

e

. other women than -any -man, R
 LIBERALS ARLE HELPLESS e
- Céhn totally disregards and demolishes all civilized values.
Respect for the individual, respect for truth, respect for freedom;
he hes nona of this and he prozecutes any dissenters, not to protect |
" democracy but to destroy one gang in behalf of another. The only
. -guestion he iz concerned with' is this: whose side.are you on?, Any-.:
.. "body who is not in his gang, ready to go the limit with him, is on
! -t Moscow's side, 10 be mowed down.: o o T
. 'In the face of this totalitarian philosophy, the liberal is com-
pletely helpless. The liberal press shouis-agamnst Cohn, but. aii it
could do when Cohn and Schine made their 17 day book-burning
junket abroad was ridicule them as spoiled brats and wail at the
cost to American prestige abread. The liberals are genuinely anx-
fous to preserve democratic rights. They despise, loathe and fear
Cohn as a menace to everything valuable in the American tradition,
But in their minds also the only two worlds are Russian Communism
and Ameriean Democracy. They cannot put up a resistance to Cohn's .
totalitarian gangsterism here any more than the liberal inteilactual
abroad can put up a. resistunee to. the totalitarian gangsterism of
Communien, They. feel the crisis but they have no total opposition
-to the system In the concept of & new society built by the workers.
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nussm N ncor.onnc CRISIS o . .
- " Ruisia’is in the grip of an economic crisis. Agriculture is in
" complete chaos. Even compared to Czurist times, livestock produc-

tivn -has shrunk three per cent while :population has increased 40

per cent. Grain production is barely keepmg up thh the increase.

“in populatxon.

-The Russian leaders themaelves havc bad to admit that thc state

" of collectivized agriculture is “alarming , . . wretched -, . . negli-
#ent.,” . A new decree was promulgated to send 100,000 youth'to the

. far distances of Russia to plow up virgin scil. Just like the Ameri-

can Jaher bureaucraey, the Russian bureancrals know only one way . .

{0 meet the economlc crisis, and that. is to come up with yet an-
other plan,

The: Arnencan recession no scener starled zh:m the Arnenc:m
laber bureaucracy. began a campaign to convince the Eisenhower
Administration 10 go in for some New Deal planning, As if Roose~
velt's planning hadn't led us directly from the. 192% depression inte
the havoc of a second world war! In Russia, where the planners
- have: all the state power, they have. after a guarter of a century
of planning, achieved the most opsxded economy in the world
PLANNING-—-FROM CRISIS TO CRISIS

It is true that it’is a characteristic of all capllahst countrxes ta
. produce moze and more producers goods and less and lgss, reia-

iively, of consumer goods, But nowhere except in Russia has there’

been an inerease in producers goods for the period from the end of

‘the Second Five Year Plan in 1837 to the year 1953, of 72 per cant, -

and a decline in consumer goods of 28 per cent.

In human terms, this means that oniy the ‘burcaucrat sees zood
meat or fruit or butter or coffee or milk in his regular diet. The
-average Russian worker must be satisfied with 2 dlet of cheap
sausage, cured Ssh, cabbage, potatoes, bread and macaroni. For this
he-works 43 hours a week on & plecework Incentive basls. -

This is the end result of 25 years of planning under Communism.
‘Yot so deluded are people by the myth of planning in countries of
free enterprise, where conditions are just 2s wretched, that, to this

day, no ong uses the words, economic crisis, to describe the state of

_the planned Russian economy.

Yot there is mothing new about economic erises in Russm. The’

first ceme ot the end of the First Five Year Flan in 1932, All the
rest of the world was also in the depths of depression, There It took
o different form. Instead of breadlines they were dying by the

millions. What had happengd was that forced eoilectivization had- :
.. brought about such wholesale slaughter of cattle by the peasants -
_that'to this day Russia has never got back to its pve-WOrld War I'...

‘state in regard to. livestock productlon.
. . CRISES, PURGES -AND FRA}\!E -UPS -~

There was another crisis in 1837, fThemRu:sian erkcrs had ’

saved the country from the complete agricultural chaos by building

up its industry. ‘But the harder they worked and the more heavy

_ industry got built up, the less they got of the benefits. A whole new
class of industrial managers was added tn the government snd mili-
tary bursaucracy and the weight of these new rulers wus too-much
hurden on the workers' backs.

This time too the economic crisis 1ook & form dm’ercnt from
that in ordinary c¢aplinlist countries. There, when there is centrali-
zation of industry, there is a firing of reonagers, bankruniey of

- scme capitalists and the monopoly and growth of others, In Russia
it took the form of the gory frame-up trirls which killed off not
only those who had led the Revolution, but part of the new Stalinist
bureaucracy, Thousands-and thousends of workers who had re-
sorted to slowdowns against the inhuman speced of the productlon
line filled the foreed labor camps.: Then, like in the . rest of the
world, came the war. “And now there Is another cconomic. crisis,

Nearly a year has poassed since an alarming state, at lenst in

__agriculture, wa3 admitted by the. Russian totelitarian bureaucracy

- itself, The Russian pcople were promised more consumer goods and

a reorganlzation of the agricultural front, which included prying
the swivel chair agronomists out of their chairg ang sending them
into the flelds., That was not so ¢asy anid the farmers did not wigh
these - bureaucratic ‘overlords.  Then they decided to send youth,
mostly city-bred, to plow up virgin territory in Siberia, the Urals,
the Volga region. So far the result is next to zero,
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GREATER SPEI-:D-UP ™ STORE
sw#-In his speech to the Moscow electorate on March 12, Prem.et
* 7 Maleankov had this to say: “Soviet men and women, our whole peo-
-ple must become well aware of the fact that the pnm:lpal decisive
requisite for the furiher advance and all-round d;velopment of the
national economy ls the utmost rise in labor preductivity in all fields,
in industry, in transport, and in agriculture. AN of us must know -
that 'without a considerable and uninterrupted rise in-labor produc-
tivity it is impossible to achicve a substantial and rapid nse In the
wecltare of the Soviet people.”
"~ In a word, all that js in stnre lor thc Russlan workers is grcater
and greater speed-uy. .

Labor turns the wheels of industry and agncu!ture and ne;ther
the tractors nor the hydrogen bomb have changed that single source!
of all produced wenlth, Just before the Nazi invasion of Russia, the
head of the State Planning Commission gave it all mathematical
precision. “The- plan for 1941, he said bluntly, “provides for a 12 -
per_ cent inerease in the _productivity of Iabor and a 6.5 per cent
lncrcase in sverage wage per worker.”

So long as the worker Is pald the minimum necéssary for his .
exlsienee and the maximum is exiracted from him to maintain a I
rroductive system ready for world conquest that is how lung we
wlill have economlic crises,

CRISIS ‘ROOTED IN MI:TIIOD OF PRODUCTION

:. . At this point ‘the economic drisis'is severest in Russia because
the restiessness of the masses there and in its satellites upsets the :
kest-laid plans of the blggest bureaucrats,” But it isn't the state plan |
that produced the crisis any more than it is 1he -private : plans . ot
private capitalists that is producing the:recession here.” In - both '
" cases it stems from the method of production. So long 25 the works=:
-~ ers themselves do not control and marage production, that Is’ how

ITong ths methed of produciion: will produce the crises. *
7. The answer of the American ruiers is te explode another hyd:o—
gen bomb. The answer of the East German workers was the revolt:
£ June 17th.. In one cntc the very fate of civilization is in queshon.=
- 'In the other case f new civillzation free of 211 domination wes
“wpened up by the East German workers who revolted both ignlnlt
Russi:m domlnat.an and the speed -up oI the producllon line. :
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Woies Fronl a ﬁlary-‘"'

THE STOR'I O!-" MORPI A N"'“' YOR]" GAR‘S[ENT \\’O'IKER

The’ arhcle. "Electing the Natumal Editorial . Board,”™ which

" appeared in the Special Supplement (CORRESPONDENCE, Noi 14)

.- has sent me leafing through my Diary to thc year 1937 and the story
_of Morris,-a New York garment worker.

co J
Morris was one of a mere har‘dtul of }oung Amnr:can workers

who sided with Ttolsky in the- hght which split’ the’ word Com- .
" munist movement in two: Stahmsm, or Russian Commumsm. “and

Trotskylsm which retained the prmc:ple of world revolution, Morzis

was. no theoretician, but an ordinary rank and file member. Amer-

“ican Trolskyxsm was totally isolated from the labor movemem and
‘Morris fell very uncomfertable in thc new gloupmg But whnlevcr
had to be danc he dld._ .

In:the enrly days of Trolskyism the Commilriists tried to de- '
“stroy tham physically. They would beat up individual Trolskyato-'

"who tried to sell their paper or dlstribute a leaflet.” They would
iry ‘to brecak.up any. racetings called by the Trotskyltes. Morris

was 3 brawny fellow who made a good showing in any fight. He .

“would accoinpany the leaflet distributors and paper salesmen. He
tormed 2 gunrd 1o protecl the Trotskyite meetmgs from Communist
attacks : - . X © -

'rm: SPANISH CIVIL wrm. ) “,_ S . "
In 1837 the world was aflame with !he mass outburst o( lhe

- Epanizl; people agalnst the fascist plot nttempted by Franco. It WS

the greatecst demonstration the world had seen of a mass moblliza-
tion that was organized completely from below, from the - loeal
factory ;:and workers' committees, It was’ accamp!:shcd despite the
"hesitation of the -national leadership. The workers armed  them-
selves, took over the Iact.ories, set. up the defenses against the
Insmtt onslaught. e : o

"Morris felt it in his blood, he was in hIs elcmcnl thcn. He jomed

' the. Eugene V. Dcbs Brigade. Ihe voluntecr pionccr ﬂghtcts ngnin,st
- wcrld Iasc;sm. ..

With hn. own oyes, . !rom the thick of the baulr:. Murris wit-
.nessed how. every organization that called itsclf-working class and
revolutionary mget. the test of the Spanish Revolution, He saw the
. tiny, ins!gnlhcml Communlat Prrty buy. n,s Ry to power with
“the gold ahd reiditery power of Russia, He saw this party become
the executionre. ¢f the Spanish workers, driving them out of the
fuctoriex ther' controlled, sacrificing -them to Frnt'co, rnlhor :han
pcrmi! the workers ta-run their own lives. E -

He saw the powcrtu] Soelalisl. nnd Anarcho-Sy ndlcnlist (umnn)
movements dlsorlented, made Lnpotent and then destroyed by the
Jmancuyers of tha Communiats. And he saw the total lmpotcncc of:
‘the Trotakyites, In a letter to me he put it pungently enough; ' “Thelr

B pa'llcien nre ns e“ectlv‘ as trymx: to pls: n‘,nlnst the wind”

“BACK 1N AMF.MCA U o
Upon his retuin to America . and the Tro!sky!te party, thlz

‘workcr who had proved himscl ready to glve his life for the work-

ers' cause wos treated with Intellectunl disdain, -He had- been no
“theoreticlan when he left and wns none when he returned—a butties
field !5 hardly comparable to & library, "¥hat he had lived through
‘nnd the eyes with which he saw it could not be found In any books. -
‘Neverthelezs his oplnion on this. cruclnl wurtd event was nul
NO“C“M.

The' theomtlclnm ronlh\ued “tu hrlng up o date” lhe abstract
theory called “permanent revelutlon” The journolists continued to
rewrile the New York Times dispatehes on the Spanish Civilk War,
Morcis was a werker when he left the country and a worker when

he returned, but thae “clams angling™ of the newspoaper reporls wos -

1cft to the professionnls, Naturally such a lendership mentality could
not possibly -have led to the nomlnntion of Muorris lo Ahe leading
mmmluec. .

§
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WORKERS -AND INTELLECTUALS ool L
.. This does not mean that"intellectuals don't “want” workers on’
‘leading committees. They know that without the working class no
‘progress at all can be rnade In present day. society. But they ufe .
incapoble ‘of hearinp a-worker except when_he- speaks what they
want him to say. Where the worker has not been turned into a hacl,

- where the intellectuals have not succeeded in-using him. against
“the college boys,” that is to say, other intellectuals with whom they
do not agree, they do not know how to listen to the worker, J{ hap~
peng  that-Morris had sympathized with the “other” intellectuals,
the minority in the party before he left for Spain, and it is for this
reason that the majority leadership never thought of putting him an
_the Naticnal Committee, the lsading body ‘of the party. o

'I‘hat'is not the point. The point is that when, threugh the dirc::t'_';_
.intervention of Leon Trotsky himself, Morrls was made an -alter-
nate to the leading committee, he was not listened to any wnore at-

tcntive‘iyﬁlmn when he was a rank and filer, -

"SILENCED BY LEADERSHIP _ ) . "
The truth is the very funclioning of those leading hodies makes
it Impossible for a. worker to say anything. The agends, to begin
‘with, creates no place for the worker to express himsell. Even when
there is 2 thop problem that.is taken up, it isn't the simple nrob-
lem yuu discuss but “the politics of it The very atmosphere of
1saders talking to each other makes a worker withdraw. How could
_..Morris’ pointed analysis of the fmpotence of Trotskyism in Spain’
it in with the highly intellectualized di lon of “the permanent
revolution” which had as much relevance to the living struggie in
Spain as the “polities™ of the shop problem had to the life of the
. worker, " - . : SR

- What the lendership could not achieve when Morris wos 2 rank .
*snd filer, 1t achieved in making him part of the leadershir —~It shut
himn up completely. Fresh from the experience of the life-aad-death @
struggle with-fascism, he could not stand the stifling intellectunl : -
talk of leaders for lenders. Aliter sitting it out a few months, this
worker who was ready to give his life for the workers' cause, drop-.
ped cut of “the workers movement”. altogether, - T
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"*’Mﬁes Fn*eanl a EBru-y

_- “RUSSIA, lilORE '}.HAN' E’VER FULL or REVOLUTIONAR!ES e

g "You all seem to be s0 skept:cal ‘about the chances of a revolution
_in Russia, I am net sure myseu. But, beheve mc, Russ:a is more than
ever full of revelutionaries.” . " ... ’

-"'Thus Briglltc Gerland addressed her cn-;ournah'ts auendmg the

. Four Power Conference in Berlin-last January. Miss Gerland, a
, German journalist who had ‘been -arrested in 1946 2nd sent to'a
Russian ccncentration camp, was one of several- thousand Gérman .

‘«:inmates who had suddenly been aninestied for the show at the Four

“PoWer Conference. Her audience was very skeptizal because she was
“qet telling a tale of woe, but “ef .revolt, She wouid have found
sympathetic listeners had she engaged in an abstract discussion of
whether. a revelt can occur under a police siate, but not when she
rela(ed that one has happcncd . s

 RUSSIAN YOUTH IN ‘REVOLT

- Gerland relates ti.* she et students f:om the . blg cmes of
Russiz, Moscow. Leningrad, Kiev, Odessa. The outstanding among
" these were the sons of Old Bolsheviks, that js to say, the leaders
of the 1917 revolution who had been executed by Stalin In the in- .
famous Mescow Trials of 1937. Those “children of the 'generation of
227 .:.. « had been educnted in State orphanages and had managed to
fight their way to the universities only by endless effurts ‘and tricks.
Now these. would-be philosophers, historians.or economists sat in
"the camp,.with twenty-Ave years of forced labor as the.r r.mh- future
.o But they weren't broken or res:gned

- #In their view,"” cnntinueﬂ Gcrland “the Soc!ah.at State of the
future would not be run by eiiher one or several parties, but purely
by workers' and peasants’ ‘syandicates’-—they used the French word,
picked from a study of the Paris Commune of 1871, which Lenm’
‘himself had hailed as his model before he seized power.,”.

Trans]a!ed the word Marx used in describing the Paris Com-
. mune was "the seli-governmen? of the producers.” In any case, the
_..program of the youth “had been born from a desperate rejection. of -
‘the alternatives of the system of Stalinist oligarchy on the one
hand, and of Western ‘bourgeois’ democracy on: the other. The .
. parliamentary forms and the capuahst economy of the West. held.
" little“atiraction for these voung people thirsting .for social justice, .
“‘who, a5 they put it, were not ready lo be seduced by motor cars '
_and nylons.” " . .

ST (N 7S this yuuth g‘roup whlch Ger!and credits with l.he “cuurace. =
vitality aml initiative that a‘new kind of play i5 now being enacted -;
-gainst the'same old backdrop of the camp system, while the big

. efficers of the secret police look on and do not believe their eyes .

.. THE STRIKE IN THE FORCED LABOR CAMP IN VORKUTA

'.l'he reference to “the new k!nd of play is te the -strikc at \or- ;
’ kuta, .in' European. Russia. There sre between 35 'td 50 mines and’© -
250,000 workers, some- fres, but! mostiy slave. Vorkuta supplles'the = :
coal for the Industries of Leningrad, and no one had .ever before !
" heard, and the totalitarian burcaucracy'had surely never cdnceived .
ot .a strike of slave luborers. They began sending. their big shots, :
thelr top names, dewn to the struck mlncs to affer _some concesslon. ;

Gerland reports from ‘her vantnge point In.a woman's camp.
. She speaks of the three types of reslstance: the students alrcady -
mentioned, the “believers,” a religious group ind the Uikeainians,-
T The Ukralninns had 2ll.been in. the.underground -movement, This |
“weck the Supreme. Sowviet of.the Ukraine is In. session, Premier -
~Malenkov and Khiushchey, the First Secretary of the Russian Coma’
Tinunist, Party, are.-botk there. - The nvhole agricenltural-campulgm,
over which Khrushchev is bess, is, dependem on this rich "bread-.
tasket of Russiz” . ‘e H

Of.a1l the nationalitiaz ln Russie the' Uknlnhna 2re thé oncs who':
are carrying:on actual gaerrlls .warfaré against Russin, It-is cléar
. that this.l3 still going -on.-But at-thls point we sre concerned only |
with the Ukrainlans that were in this forced lator camp tn Vorkuta :
. end participated In the mine strike. At the time I-‘:au Gerlmd lett ;
.« Jaat August Sth the strike was stll going on.

Anather eye-witness report by ‘& Dr. Joscoh Sc’holmcr who' hnd : :
directly participated in the strike, stiows that the strike’ continued . ) . ey -
for several weeka #Order” wad finally mtored, that n, to “,,' ll‘°°lll : _ . 9 3 4 7
owned fire: N were kllltd. 200 wotmded. : ! :
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: Dr. Scholmer had been in. ¢ _.,an_ti,-Nazi.resistance_mwements-
~during Wotld War II and arrestés by . the Gestaps in 1843, only. ta |
:be rearrested by . the Bussians’ in’ 1950 and sent to a forced -1abor ¢
». €amp for'25 years it hard labo ® was ont of those amnestied and
“returned to Germany, " ° .. IR Ve e e 4
'_!HEWA!.’TOFRE_‘EDO?!"_ . o o o oL
T Dr,. Scholmer was asked -for-the -motives ‘of the strike, - “Our"
motives?™ he ‘asked, *Oh, . they. were ‘fantasztically mixed.’ Some -
““wanted a Lttle better Hving and working conditions, QOthers wera" .
hopirg for a ‘new ‘era’ now that Stalin was deay. Some wanted. to -
imitate the 17th of June.in Germany, -which we had heard described :
over Hadio Moscow and in Pravda, Others wanted to destroy the
system, ohd there was.an old man in my barracks who cried over
and over again, ‘Have we. torn down the barbed-wire fence yei?
Is it down, is jt down?’® . . R L
-~ No, the barbed wire has nét been torn down, and freedoin from .
.Russlan totalitarianism” was rpat -won - Ly, the: East German revolt
either..But two new pPages in history were written: whoever béfore
-June 17th had heard of & mess revolt against a totalitarian dictator=-
"ship? Whoever had before July heard of slave laborers fTorcing cona
- cessicns from a police state? Two pages in history that have shown -
. lbewa_r_!_olnec!om., PR . [ A
That is why the former inmates, Dr.’ Scholmier and Miss Ger-
land speak not so much of suffeving as of revolt, of frecdors, Not :
-Yet? “Not yet,” they too say, and go hack to the quote fram the great
- Russian poet, Pushkin, who back in 1827 wrote to ‘his impriscoed

friends: i . PR ’
- <~ 'Deep In the Siberian’ mine, -
~ Keep your. patience proud; - - -
The bitter 251 Zham not be-ioat, -
- The rebel thought unhowed . ve
The heavy-hanging chalny wilt fall,
The walls will erumble st 2 word;
T And om greet you fn the light, :
" Ard brothers sive -you back the sword.
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Votcs I‘runin a Blary

DAV!D 'WALKER' "A?PEAL" -. -

. Readers have asked repcatedly, “What gcod doe.. it do I.haf. A
" worker's experience or gripe is written down?” Or, “What do you
hope to accompl)sh ‘with this paper?'' Now fhe Amt-r:c:m people
have had some fundamental experiences answering just these .ques=
et ’tlons. We will take up just one example here, the appearance in
w1628 of the Appeal to the Colored Cltizens of the United States. .
© U At that time slavery had fastened itself so firmly on the South
'’ that éven masters who wanted to give slaves their freedom were
torbidden to de so by law. The North made up what it lacked
i actual slavery by the bittemness ‘of its race prejudice. All the
educated ones, the: politicians, the preachers, the cditors of news-
papers proclaimed that there was na. perspec!we of freedom for -
people so complelely degraded

LA

'I'IIE U‘JDERGROUNB ‘!AILROAD

The  zlave had begun_to run away from the Soulh in -large
numbezs. Increasing nursbers of white people were providing the
runaway with food and shelter- and means of conveyance from one
place o the next. The master, who close on the heels of the Tun- _
- away still could not catch him, detlared in disgust that they must .
be disappearing down some underground road, .

.. Who was publicizing these powerrul blows being dcult the slave
uirstcm and pointing them out as a surz signpost of the fuiure?
Nobody. Those actions, that railroad te frecdom, were underground
and the educated ones were determined to Xeep it there. Once a
year on Sunday, in churches all over the couniry, the people were
{old that for sweet chariiy's sake the Negro had. to be thrown out -
of the country. This had the backing of 2ll the highest authority °
and learning in the country: the former president of the United .
States, everywhere revered as a great liberal, Thomas Jefferson;-;
Francis Scott Key, who wroie the -“Star Spangled Banner™; 2
nephew of George Washington—snd so- vn.

But all of these were to be demolished by Negroey whu had na -

_ press; no money, ho vole, no parly; armed only with the strength |
< of their feelings and expericnces and the certalnty that they were !
in the right and could not and would not be kept Cown, !

N6t ‘4z AIng -35uspuodsaiion

THE PAMPILET

: David Walker was a frec Ncgro who had come’ up from the
" =onith and stttled in Boston where he earned his living by collect~ :
. ing rags, He had seen something of the country. and had  spoken :
* to people whercver he went.. He wrote those canversations down,

dealing first of all with those of his own class who thought they

‘were well gitunted and that “there is no use beitering our condi-

tion for we connot. I will ask one question here—can our condition
be &ny worse? Can it be more mean or abjeet? .., Con they get us |
any lower? Where can they ‘pet us?" ) )

. He dealt with those experts like Jerfcrson. always full of ex«
pert’ advico about what the Negro was capoable and incapable of
doing on account of his “unfortunate” skin color, That prejudice,
predicted Walker, would yet “'root some of yo0u out of the very fuce ..
of the carth.” Ameong whites themselves brother would be fighting -
brother in the mcst devastating war of the century, a war that
would lsave its scars in the minds of men to ru-nen‘bcr what slay-
ery hnd wrought. More films and books are being produced about
the Civil Wnr right now than ot any other time,




MADF TO TAKE SIDES

. The pamphlet proved-irue not only In lts predn.txons but in
. its own time, Over 50 000 copies were sold and circulated from
hand to hand. Those: who could not read asked others to read it
- te them, When it hit the South state legislatures wenl into session.
- Ships were searched for coples, railroad cers ransacked .and homes
broken Into. ‘Walker's arrést was demianded, and when the Mayot
of Boston protested. that he had* never. Leard of. that insignificant

.. person, the slavemastars’ put’'a reward of $3,000 on Walker's head

which any gangster was free to collect, The way the South quaked
and. trembled - over a. pamphlet revealed before' everyone's eyes
that rather‘than see the slave laborer change his conditions of life,
the slavemasters would rather plunge the whole country into the
same’ state of terror they Imposed on the slave. Walker nailed the
tlavocracy on the one polnt irom which they could never escape
no maiter what tricks they ‘tried,

" Those who declared slavery wrong but freuiom :mprnclicnl
were being driven completely onto the side of slavery or inlo the
-perspecnvc ol treodom.

WHAT \VALKER'S 'METHOD ACCOI\SPL‘ISHFD

. Fiity thousand readers is a natural Iorm of organization when
they 'are moved by what they read, -

The slaves’ actions had produced this pamphlet and the pam-
ph!e‘ broduced a mass convention where the Iree Negro told the
"country that he would never allow himself to be separated from
nils slnve brethren in the South, The homeless Tunaways were scte
tled In a colony acrosy the Canadian border, From there 500 con-
dustors would refurn fo the South f.o conduct whole ranllies of
.sla.\'cs to Jrzedom.

. .° The parnphl“t gave the reader back his own fce]ings and ex-
periences in a form-that he could recognize as changing hislory in. :
a fundamental wazy. Before the pamphlet people could not be sure :

. where they . themselves stood. Their own thoughts were blocked. ;
and their deepest: feelings suppressed. ‘When the - pamphlet  ap-

“peared and was circulsted everywhere and the slave South shook
on its very foundations, the reader made up his mind in relation
tc that and therefore to the {uture of the country as a whole,

. ‘Walker's pamphlet is part of our history and CORRESPOND-
ENCE is part of that proven method, which enal:les all the insig
niticant and obscure peeple in the world to clear their own minds
from the hypnotizm of the plans and progrnms put out by the eiite, *
and  trust only lhemselve:. 10 chnnge thelr eondluon.-. of lfe Ina -
fumlamental way. )




Correspondence’r:

'-’_»"Vote!s Froln a Bi&nfy

0\1 BOTH S[DES OF THE IRON CUR.TA!N

< In the closmg moments nt its session Cnngresx n-shcd through
_an Act, The- Communlst Conirel Act z? 1954, This law, which pur-

. ports to have as its aim the outlawfng ot the Commumst Party,

1s so;ldly anti-labor,
So great was the hasle tu raxlroad this through betore the peu-, :

ple knew. what it was all about, that the Congressmen themselves

“didn't have the law befnre them when they voted for it, changing ™
it hys.cncally from paragraph to paragraph as the so-called liberal,

. uenator Humphrey, vied with the Mc(‘,arthys and McCarran: ta -
mnke it more, repressive.

-rm: an LAW AND T[IE UNIONS S :
Cheir fantastic haste and confusmn would be grotesquc it it
‘weren't so sinister, Let's listen to ex-Gov, Herbert, the head of
_the Subversive Activities Control Board, who will be' the one'to
administer the new law. The Governor .gppeared recently on “Mun
of the Week,”” the TV show which intervicws what' they call
1cws~makmg personahhes." The interviewers asked him to inter-

. pret the bhrase, “Communist-Infiltrated” union, They wanted to

know who decides what is a “Communist-infiltrated” union. The

; ) Guw_-mur was hcd"mg on the ground that he had not “studi ed the

law lhomughly yat.'

They then ‘cited the tase of the Montana Copper mincrs \Aho )
belong to the Mine, Mil! and Smelter Workers Union, whirh had
beer branded by the CIO as being Communist domlnmed The in-
terviewers recognized plainly (1) that the miners were not Conie
munists; (2) that the miners knew of the charge that their union

" Yas "Commumst infiltrated” since the whole CIO - eampaign’ was -
. based eon it and (3) that they overwhelmmgly, by seeret ballot,

- -nevertheless voted to remain in their union. How, concluded the in-

| terviewers, would the new law operate in face of this vole of con-
fidence by the non-Communisf rank and file? .
: After considerable hemming and hawlng the Go\’ernnr hnd 16
admis that the vote would count for nothing at all; that what mat~ .
tered was not the democratic vote of 1Iu.- mcmb(.rsh:p but the rullng
ot .Mtorney Genenl Brownell._ :

! A. CO\S!‘II‘U\CY AGAII\ST THE AMFR[CAN PEOPLE

" By a stroke of the pen-Congress thrurt dcmou‘acy out of the ’
window. The ﬁltomc}' General's declsion has becotne all-important .

“ and the workers' vote has been declared null and veid, Yet the

Senators snd Congressmen had the gall to prenounce this o law
.agalnst “the Communist conspirasy.” In truth, this law Is the grc-tl-
est consplracy agalnst the Amerlcan people,
Qnly one thing the Administration cannot control in thia head-
" long rush Lo make thiz country like Russia: the American poople
won't take It. To aim at such tolalitarian power is one. thing, - Ta
“sueceed I3 ahother, When a law is in fact n consu‘racy agnln:l the
people it cannot and dees not function,.
. Senator Taft, in his day, teok the occnslon of the g:.nuul strike

. wave, &t the end of the war, elimaxed by the puwer strike [n Pitts- .

burgh’in 1847 to steamrolier through the Talt- ~Hoertley Act, Dot te
ihl: day they have not baen able to make that function,”




THE ATTORNEYS GENERAL: BROWNELL AND VISHINSKY
The Taft-Hartley Law is chlld's play compared to the present’
act. Day in and day out the Adminisiration is fighting hard to make .
this country more and more like Russia, The- latest aet abelishes |
., any serious distinction between Attorney General Brownell and:
Attorney General Andrel Vishinsky ‘of the infamous Moscow Trials. |
[t The Attorney General of Russia could become the sole despotic;
interpreter ‘of the vicious Russian liws because lowg ™ mefore - the™
“purges the righis-of laber had been taken away und the trade unions!
had been incorporated as part of the riale apparatus. 3 f
The prosent admintstration in Washington did not reach this:
¢ ultimate in totaliturianism overnight. Eisenhower. thought he could
buy himself the voluntary cooperation of the trade unien n.ovementi
by appeinting & labor leader to his cabinet as Secretary of Labar, |
But i* was not long before even the willing labor tool, Durkin, who !
was ready to compromise on everything, including Tafi-Hartley, -
* had to resign from the cabinet. This mild flirtation over, the ad-
_ministratien ng longer considered it énosugh that they had the vol-
untary cooperiation of the Reuthers and Lewises, Nubinskys and .

AacDonalds in suppressing the woikers, .

UNIONS AND THE ONE PARTY STATE .
So desperate is thelr peed to coutrol every phase of daily Jiv.
ing, espacially the way workers work, 'the way workers turs the :
wheels of productlgn, that they are now driving to make the urnicns :
an actual part of the state apparatus under the conirol of the At-:
forney General. This Is Inseparable from suppression of all polivi- -,
cal opposition. [RREER S ) ) '
The naming of the Communist Party is a cheap Moscow-tyre
triek. . The- truth is thet they have defined Communism so loosely |
that they can use it against any opposition. It-js not secldental
that the very first attemipts ure ngainst labor, Right now Brownei} :
s threatening to use the law against the Detroit strikers in Square D, |
The law has not been tested in court and, most. important of .
all, the American worlers have not yct had their say, There is no i
doubt whatever that they will not give up their hard-won frecdoms
“i0 men thirsting for tolal power. o R I
! For one who has studied Russia as closely as I have, 1 cannot -
help but feel that economically and pelitically the administration -
is moving in the same direction us the one.-pariy totalitaricn stote
on the other side of the Iron Curtain, The uitimatle in that was the
incorpecation of the trade unions into' the state, and It is to this
" ultimate that the administration I aiming with this Tiew law, : '
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£DITING AND TYFOS . L
1 was sent 'l.eaﬁr:g' through my diacy te find e vecord ol a
conversation by one of the great political wrilers of this century, the

deceased Leon Trotsky, on the relationship o! editing and typo- 3

' graphical errors to political theory and practice.. The thing thet set

me. on this task was a discussion I had with the technical editor of

CORRESPONDENCE: over a serious error which occurred ‘in tha

.- article, *Workers and Civil- Liberties,” in the column by Stefan,

Experiences and Expectations, which always appears on the back -

page.of the paper.- ' S B .
When I asked that the paragraph in which the error occurred
be reproduced, the techaical editor_said he _didn't sce the necessity
for it because (1) if anyone had read the article up.to the peint
where the error cccurred and then finished it, he “could make outl

‘jts meaning” and {(2) reprinting. the paragraph, on the other hand,

would create more conf_usion than clarity.-

. Now if 1o these two argumenls, he had added. another—that the
American people aren’t like the Furopeans, that is to say, aren't

* sufficiently interested in theory to feel concern over such errors, he

wouid have been in the unfortunate position of the American Trot-
skyltes who sald precisely those three things w Leon Tretsky whe

had asked that an cssay by him be reprinted, Here is what oecurred -

then, January 1833. . -

LEGN TROTSKY ON THEORY AND PRACTICE
Leon Trotsky hod written foreword o the first translation of

‘Rarl Marx's Communist Manifesto in the Alrikaans fanguage. Lhis
‘foreword, which was published in the magazine of his Amurican

followers, The New Internatiosta), contained many typos. Troisky
asked that the errors be republished and, alongside them, the cor-
rections. The American editors.replied with the three points 1 listed
above, adding.thet it is practice, not theory.  that interests the
American warking class.- - T

Qut of his vast experience, not alone in ‘joﬁrnalism. Trotsky

- replied:

. *You are standing nvgf,-ihmg on its head, It isn't the American
peaple who show disinteiest in theory; it is the cditorial board of
The New International. .

This ts due, not to the fact that :,"}.17{1 are too mucKh engaged in

- practice hut quite the contrary. ¥t 1s being serfous about the class

struggle that makes one sericus with theors, nol the other way

o arownd. .

LQOKING DOWN ON THE WORKERS

“lf ‘even you were right and ihe ‘American neople' weren't

preoccupied with theoreticnl guestions, stilt If just one veader, 3 -
single one were intqrcsted. it would be worthwhile to reprint, That .
i: one way of cliciting theeretical tzlent., The individual who thus -

comes 1o the fore is hol “an individunl! He is n representative, an

tntegral part of the American working class, To prejudge this is 10 -
Jook down upon Ameriean workers. Thig blinds y¥ou fvom seging |

that the best theoreticians o_[ Marxism will appear en American soil.

“Typos represent more thon technical covelessness, even a3 !

cobwebs in a house tells more than a failure to dust one day, As
matler of fact, I could always tell the state of your orguanization
through the number of types in your press.”

‘No oue, of course, dared buck Leon Trotsky. - But, significamly
cnough, the correspondence petween them was not published und,
instead of printing the eriors wiongside ihe iorrections, the whole
article was printed agoin in corrected form. In nword, the whole
process ol error, und what may be called error ns the dynamie of
truth, was lost, Thot is to zay, nothing was learned through the
error, In a not unimportant way this hittle expericnee Huminates
the whole sorry state of theoyy and praciice of the old radivals in
this country. )
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' STEFAN'S ARTICLE . . L
" Now 1 know there.are loo few of us doing 100 many tasks ond .|
the state cf finances of the paper presccupies us to the exclusion of »

+

allelse.- Bi.z the truth is that carelessness with typos telis more .

than fatigus, just as preoccupation with the state of finances must -

.. be nol so much with money as with the working class nature of the

. paper, . : . : : . L

- Types disclose an aititude to ithe appearance of a workers’
paper, the first such in America, Take -the article by Stefan,. After
stating that “Governments cxist by the suffercnce of its people,” the :
typos made such a mess ol things that the following two sentences !
made no sense whatever. .They read: “It's quite true that mcst gov=
ernment’s existence, The cor‘ldence lease on life by yesurting to
‘force and viclence againei-its ewn ‘pople” B

“wWow this not oniy mokes no sense. Concretely, it made hash
out of the conciusion a worker arrived at on the important guestion !
of the use of force and violence, : Cod

"+ .Here i:s}jthe whole paragraph as it should have read ¢the lines L
that were messed up are in bold face). .

. THE ORIGINAL PARAGEAFH - BRI {

“In- any case laws have never guaranteed and insured. the ;
stability and permuanence of sny government. Governmentis have |
secored & longer jease on life by reserting ta force and violence ©
against lis own people. . But this is a sure sign that such a govern-

ment is on its way out.”

o state,-as the technical editor did, that the re‘iders “eould
make out its meaning” appears to'glve high credit to our worker .-
. readers, ' But the truth is always concrete And the iruth is that ¢
. the attitude 1o the readers is revealed more clearly than you think
. in the eftitude to the worker writer, . R :
- The specific point at Issue was not whether the worker readers
could, or could not, make out the mosning of the article out of their
own vast experiences. “The point at lssue was that ohe worker

;
¥

w L

" :named Stefan wished to express himselt in o very precise way and

“‘nut in & way that others could “mapke out the mesning.” And it ia
the atiitude to that worker and that article by which we are, and
‘should be, judged. o . o :
_~ .1 hope that eur readers will write in fully en the whole gques-
tion of typos and attitudes involved. .
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_CROSS CURRENTS IN AMERIGAN MISTORY o
- “-Recently I made a brief speaking tour on the subject of COR- -
RESPONDENCE. My audiences were mostly young adults and, at-
. ‘first, they remained unimpressed- by the reference to how young .
-+ America is. Tt sounded a3 abstract and far away as a history booki
"l 'When, however, I moved from the parallel 1 bad drawn be-
I -iween CORRESPONDENCE .and the Liberator, the ‘paper of the
“"Abolitionist movement, which began publication back in- 1831, to

an incident in my own lile, the audience responded as one dées to |
-“a concrete thing which is within one’s grasp. Yet the cross currents

in it show where the socialist movement met that far-away moves .~

mant for the abolition of slavery, and how the werld wide sutlook.

.- . of these same Abolitioni;ts predated the Russian Revolution of 1917

/by 86 years, . ] . \
AN INCIDENT IN MY LIFE - .~ . R I
When-I was 12 years old I went 10 hear the American socialist,
Eugene Victor Debs, who had the previeus yecar been released from,
the Atlanta penitentiary to which he had been- sentenced for hiz. :
" anti-war views during the first World War: No one who had heard’
that gaunt, very human socialist ever forgot him. His body bent
forward into the audience, his hands ouistretched, his voice seemed
o jsstte from the audience itself. But I had to strain hard to under-
stand for I was an fmmigrant. = : : : e

Strangely encugh I did understand. Thiz was not alone because - ;
1 had, slready lived through the Russian Revolution of 1017 .and
he hailed it as “the greatest, most tuminous and far-reaching--
achiecvement in the entire sweep of human history.” Even then I
was critical of the great American socialist who remained z leader
tn the Sdcialist Party which rejected the Russian Reévolution “he :
praiscd. ) ) - - ) R
. No, what kept me glued io niy seat was that he made American
history real for me. He told of an incident in his life thai took
place long befcre he” became a socialist, | - Sl .
AN INCIDENT IN DEBS' LIFE: ° Lo T

He spoke of the fact that when' he was a'young man, he, as sec~"
_ retary of the Brotherhcod of Locemotive Firemen, invited Wendell :
Phillips, the great orator of the: Abolitionist movement, to. speak

' to his union, Phillips was then 70 years old but still in tne {orelront ,
of every social movement. He was the only cne of the Abolitionist '
leaders who had made the tramsition . directly to the labor moves
ment. . Debs waos very proud thut he had chaired that meeting.., .

.1 do not know how many years after that 1 first read Phillips'’
“ful} body of faith': “We allirm as a fundamenial prisicipie, that |
fabor, the creator ¢f wealth, is cntitled to all it creater, o

“Affirming this, we avow ourselves willing to accept the final':
- results of ihe operation of a principle. so radical,—such as the |
overthrow of the whole profit-making system, the extinction . of all !
monogolics, the abolition of privileged classes, universu! educntion -
and fraternity, perfeet freedom of exchange, and . . . the final °

__obliteration of that foul stigma upon our so-called Christian clv- :
“ilization—the poverty of the mazses.” . - . o

- 1 do not know how many ycars later it was when 1 finally read |
Phillips' own gpeech, but 1 do know thatl I no longer felt foreipn.
in that strange land, and that I turned to a study of the Abolition-
ist moveinent, which was not taught in scheol, before I finished
high school. Long before T had a theory of it 1 had the inztingt 1o

. gearch for ilumination of the present day in that moevement, -
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'._I‘HB ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT

© In truth,’the real mass organization ¢f the populauon for a pm—

. Tound polmcal purpese, such as the abolition of slavery, involves |
~“ail the medern problems, including what we now call the problem @
.of worker and ‘intellectual, and what was then concretely the re-
- lationship between the revolis and mevement of the slaves and the
small group of talented journahsts and speakers who headed the
- Abolitionist movement.. :

In its own organization the relauonshlp oI wh;le to Ncgro was
not what it was cutside—the principle and need to abolish' slavery. :
In its own organization that relationship of white to Negro becume -
a relationship, a new relationship, between human beings. For the :
ex-slave often became a leader of the Abolitionist movement here-

-. tofore led by an idealistic white group of intellectuals. Frederick: !
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman are but a few mames :
" ol escaped slaves who became leaders. In truth, Abolitionism moved :
from a mere-idea to an organization when the white intellectuals
surroundcd themselves with the bitterly militant ex-slaves. :

A new relationship of men to women was also first worked out :
In that movement to abolish slavery. From the first, womon were |
active in the anti-slavery sccieties. The world anti-slavery move-
ment forbade women's participation and this split the movement. .
The American Abolitionists not only welcomed their participation !
but some of them, in turn, became involved in the women's move-
ment for their own rights, Frederick Douglass was among the fivst °
1o, come forward and champion the independent moveraent of .
women. It was he who chaired the first meeting of the Woman °
Suffragist Movement when the” wnmen sl relt they needed & man

. to chair their meeting. | N

Finally, take the question of a world out!ook SWilllam Lloyd -’
Garrison, the founder and editor of the leer.llor, from the firsi
made the slogan of his paper, “Our cnumry is thc world——our coun-
trymen are mankind,” -

 Thus every Iundnmemal modern problem—relahonshlp of
white and Negro, new.relations of men to women, the uniqueness
and the deep-rootednuss of the Anierican pro‘blem and its world-
wide connections—all these were first posed in America on the eve
ot the Civil War. Tt is thus always in sericus crises—you see the
problems of the future Hluminated,

EACK TO DEBS

Abolition was the new dimens:on in lhc ‘American character‘
that BEugene Victor Debs saw. in that great arator, Wendell Phillips.
CAnd “the full bedy of faith” aouw included socialism, Qr, as Debs
put it, it was the gleam of ‘the bayonets of the Federal troops called
out to put down the great Pullman strike for elemcentary rights
that transformed him into a soclalist: *In the gleam of every bayo-
net and the flash of every rifle the class strugrle was revealed. The
capitalist <lass. The working class. Tac class strugpgle - :

The problems that faced Debbs when that “war to end all wars”
only ended in » depression are still with us and Ameriean history
hus many lessons for teday il only we sec it not ez the dry fexts
of history hooks but as the history which iz reliving itself today. -




