K’f\,

This ir the first of my letters from thé boat which
means at one with a werld free of detells, and an ocean stimulatins
to ithought., Thls it not to say detalls cannot be so, On the rcntra

A sraat desl of this letter concernc the slmple detall never not;ued
before becguse Enzland was not sver as sctuzl to 2y thoughte enad:’ ‘that is
. that tha trenslstion and transiator's prefrce to Hegel's PHEND MENQLOGY
OF .MIND--one.J,B, Balllle-—coues fro: the- University of Leeds,  That™"
‘Bives yoi 8 vew aspect to the leature in Leeds for this iz one ur thc :
feow “4nterpretationa" of q?gel thau has somethin to aay. : .

 Dear Frank: .-

(Immedlately thcre are cetall= ror youi: Find cut 1;
 you can hhethor ‘Prof. Ballliie iz atill allve--the introd, wss written.
7 in 1931 AI have not heard about hlm; also, although bie. glves no hint.
thet he =2y be anytblng but a seml-reliaioun pailosopher;” find out-from.
Mnclntyre_whcther therec 1z any 1ipnterest on his part tovwerd Marxisn
philcaophy .ngt Comzunist distribes, btut Marxian philosophy. If hc la
‘elive, ‘pledce send him a cepy of my book and I will fellow it up .with -
. 1etter socon,) - ' . i

ST ¢ The 1mportencé of the detsil I™dlscaoverad”as to where:
-the Introd. wen writter is the very escence of the Hezelain concept that
there are no accidents in history—-that the sum totel of "aceldcnts" tell
you the true gourac of history. Soncretely, 1t mcsna that whilée I have
.. ‘been gnxiousn. te gilve a- lecture on Hegel in universitiee and- found no:
. tskers,.the feet that I do gét a chance to spesk to a university there
cond that univareity ia the very one tnnt hes a Hegellasn tradition alreadyj
oo 3uatifidis my concept that Furnpean trip 1s a neceszity to making Hemel's:
~Absolutes as-mesl 1in the anllnh edltion aa- Abolitionism wasg madu in
j”uhe Amsrlcan edltlon. . :

RERS S Here 1= whet 1a important on finding native roota—-to
(I tske for grsnted that the proletarlian developments wlul be the bmls. -
< RlWeYs: nnd a country that 1o as richund edvenoed 1In 1ta prolcturlian =
'hlstory a5 15 Enzland with 1is Levellers,Diggers, Chortlsta, will prcduce
‘meny "firsts® to the preface of such &n Lnglish edition)find the -
philosophle root Which ls st the szme time method mpd result.  To thin:
‘cane to combine root, method zpd result 1 nelther 41l 1etentish nor too
all- encompetaling, Jt-mesns thet only -in todav's prolstarist, English
proletarist will you find the continueters of the Hegelisn tradition,

And-1f thrt iz not obviour 1g becmuse no intellectuzl hos been looking

nericusly while you hud begurn just-the "detalls” ef a lecture tour found
. ons wanting connectlion with proletarlat vho, becoune ol M&T 5iveu us

& pletform, Now then I am not rrzuting a theory out of the “accldent“

- But here 1p the history of Hegellunlem in Inglapnd to show you why my .

" eonfidence hes & solld tasle, Hegel didn't Set to ingland (I mean hln
phlloseghy of course) till guite lntc, the 18903, The thcads thet then .
flowel frem these intelleetusl tranelotors and commontators was notwmuch,
especinlly nince evidently phllosophy wae only & wWord geme unconncoted”
with the world., {(In.US the 1890p arc known sg “the hesrtbreecklnz '90="
becauze of the violent strikes; whet 1s Fneland inown Tor?) This con--
tlnucd ‘all the way til) the 19305 when the introductliunc, althou&h ]
strictly aomdemie, begun to show joms rey of undﬂratsndink In thie )
perloc Eni;lir trlongs (1lnt editlon was 1910 wilch ls zlso not inslgniflowni
but ntnndard is 1931). . .

] Here 1s whnat he then seys hhlch l& or lmportunce to
us, rorerring to the mlsunderaotcod utatement that. the individupl ia

repreaentstive of bhumdnitys "In Hepol's view thic in not sseldental, :
but priceipie underlying huasn prfrltﬂuh. The 1nd1v1dun1 le potantinsly
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‘capagle of zzcomplishling aig that humanity has cxpllcit;y rea;izuu.-“hei
‘Wwerlth of human rescurces 1 }Sichtful inheritsnce & endowmen; the

- aecnlevement. of humanity is hls own fulflllment, 1ts range ‘and 1ts.'

. helght. the measure of his s.ature and hls worth . .

Thet may have been mcant by Ball1ic ag a hit at thu :
) P anners that Legan sprout ing. in -the 19308 or 1t mey not . but he certa
” Was not unsware of the world in which he 1ived, ~The :ﬂgxthiﬁx ‘proof -
that pnilocophy is condete to him ie7€%e faot that he refused to. :upitulstJ
- to anyonovwho thinke thouszht i ahstrect; he not only in his comments *

‘Efbefore ‘each sectlon relstos each stoce cr consciousness to the. historlc

pericd, from Greek clvillzatlion thrcugh the French Revelutlon, to-which,
R & 2 pcrtalns. But he relstes the whole movement from abstrsct tc cancretn
inHegsl' to the movement frowm: putentiallty e sctuallty, . In & couplo’
.of plucoes itadeed he remiade me of Marx, You may. recall 1' you - knew
.avout it {Inezs plesse send B a.copy of my old mimeoaldd article in:
Balenoe 3heet Comp;etcd that deals wilth oy polemnic aaainat Wright &
Werd) that I once wrote z plece on whst Harx meant by his statement that
the whole £,M, could be euvmacd up in the one 3entense "Abolttlon of
_private property' " He ssid” 1t after he. cdefined pvt. property gs all’
“An bourzeols society &thought &then said "In this scnse", eto. Now .
I find- Ezillic geveral times hes to resort. "This means", "FrOm this point

of view", "In thls sense" which surcly shows grofound awarﬁness nf how :
'readers are ul’llns to tske t lngz out of ccn ept

-hOﬂ could. posslbly a pan 11!: uhﬂt failed to be 1ntarested
in somc of Marx if he had ever heard of it outsilde of its perversions,:
direct and 1nd1rect Now the Indireect one concerns me now, pacauae that
‘famous English aclcntist-ph‘losaphcr whose neme eacﬂacs me ju tonow .o
¥rote s new Preface to HEGEL'S SOJENZE OF LOIIC An the early ?7503 and
even at that late stage ssked the reader Lo dlasregpard Hagel'a Absclutes"”
‘and poy sttention only, to the "Method",  To me that 15 1like Soying forget
the’ whole and. menipulete the parts to. fix your own taste,  Neturally he
- 'dian't.say 1t ‘that vuligerly. . But the truth is that that ' is the very best.
© Englinh "Marxists" ‘could do, and uwaturally. they. could make no- inroad. into -

the ‘Hégellan schoolrs which muct conteln some young minds thet would: be
'alerb tc contrlbutioua to tnat =ost profcbnd of 311 philoaophiea :

| : _Lnerefore 1 uay if we got thet platform and take a )
;conple ol wor%eru along to lisien to tho lecture and be able to identify
. themsgclves with thils revolutionar, phlleosoply, we would . be in o positlon .
‘to found 2 M-H movement on mest phillesophic und thernfore comrprehensive
foundationas, " Whet I woulé learn from them would ‘be: transformed iunto -
such sn extenslon of Marxian philosSaophy that, in turn, th_y could XdEptiiy
‘técognlze’ & new qual*ty tn LnemECIVLS.. Let' E try it and Zeep at it

‘ ' Keepling at it meana mcLina sure that whether the
lectures &re on philozorhy or on-the working day, we have some one . to

‘approsch them and see. whether somy would not alse ¥ent to found o M-H
movemont, I would like not only to foliow esahr lecture up with a

" discuenlon wlth & group in the pertlcular town, but that 3omec could

perhaps travel u&long to other towna, or at least by the end of the

tour you goulé cell s conferengs  of sll who hiard and were intereasted, .
T1i¥ic darsv conclurtions from L% for setivity (Ancluding the mind's activitw
and peraspeatives to be followed by the ‘British movement for the NeEt rer,
{2)to undertake o British editicn of M&F LI wven we pust all do 1t euraulm-
which would include 2 new introduction thaot could becoms & sBOrt

af manlfaatc. provided 1t was not sectarlan, tut hintoric aond broad

for todsy's needsn, and (3)roiste all thtr to the British oiass struggle

of the ‘dey ‘and decide whethsr pou wouldn't offlicesily becoume the ]

‘British "seation” of k&L, supplemented by AmEEXREX mimcographed bullctin

of yOUr O©ywn, but untll a rexl paper can be grinted  1n Englond, deks
NaL your organ, tayinp agvoer & golld page grrhapq P T




LDesr Frank-

: : Thig iz my aecond letter which I begln with n sort or p. .
;to the-first to the effect that a Dr, Turnsr of the Dog't.of Fhil, - 48
Liberpool University is being thanked by Prof. J.B.Ballie for”huvius

. kindly undertaeken the arduous labour. of rorrecting the proois." Dr,- Turn

. then must heve besn & young man whom thé bly professor s still usin! for.

C such, "manual ‘labor" oa correctins Droofs and 1f we hed a movement that i

L weye.on-its toes in. Liverpool then. ‘Eric would promptly have visited that:
department and Tound: out .a few things ‘about him;:and with the asdded fagt
‘that I 'speak at.Leed U,, have.perhsps been able tc gat ulse &'lenture'iﬁ
~Liverpool U, ~ Not that that is ac important, but thet 1t shows: ‘211 the
facets of & movemeént that our old radiciéls don't think, much less-do - .
sanything shout; 1in thelr narrow fiald cl trede unlonism and big results
in & hurry. Enuf‘ _ . _ . : :

T : Isasc ' '
_ : on the debats with/?eutschur, 1f 1t docn ‘come through, ba
uure'to have on hand all , or slmest all, that Sici inonTrotﬂk'itL-bouhgco
through-and-through lntellectual. Let m= tell’ you something sbout this |
-“ourious writer who 1f In love with hin own words which hc manages nbely
‘enough so:that he iz never right, Yet his name 1° so biz that he H"tiee
for London Eecnowiant as a spots-—rlght now cume series on how well.
Russla manages trade 1ln &, E.,  Then he writes on .end abaut Ruaﬂia--super

© big- spete~~But he never cven mentioned ¥alenkov, much leas Ehrushcheyv

o in the last desys of 3talip, . Then, ‘althouzh he saw nothing would be chang
" becsuse. 1t all was alreecdy so well: planned, he promptly: wrote on how L
Jeverything 'is changed ané Trotakyia*s ere’ Just nearly psrt of the family,.

~ Hev auppozed t¢ be non-pariy carrying, as wltness hle books -on LT, which -

S+ praise theory of peor, rev. az even bigger then Lonin' s, ¢te, He telks
At &ll tlmes ‘ot of both sidec of "his mouth, but hio rootnotea. apﬁendices—

. sources ol never-hefore rced works, etec. are endlese.. I dea't want: I
.bother with him If the debate ’a;ls through so I d1dn't bother to rerresh

oy memory o5 ‘his worxa, but if it goos. thrcugb have at lecast the last 6

booke (he writes thsm by the reamful)} resdy for me to look through.' It -

would: e & Lrue feat 1 weé could get 1t both te put SR in England in its-
place, and porhep« ‘to brealk through some circles n Am, on my return. .

‘which I couldn't bufore because the conspiraey cr gllence i not only'
-the muklnb or the bcurgcolsle but ‘the ol¢ radlezls az well., _

- ‘On the working clacs meetings. T wiltl alua"t wnnt to
get the feel of the fudicnecc, so 1t would be goaé 17 I mot: whoever knows
many . of fhosec ex rpeeted and have hlm telk to ' mc 2% hour before xeeting, -

Where you cunpot be with me I would write you & formel ietter describing -

-it, end Af you could afferd 1t, you should have & mimeographed sheet .

-or. two clrculating weekly wnlle I az there, Glasgow is an entlroly éiffer
area, -With such en ol stalwart es Meshsne it will be btoth easler = © -

" aneé harder to get o group tozgether as he will have So much alfstory and,

T pest in - him--but that lctter of his was wonderful, much more wuarm than
CErle's review,  Thero was alobhker old man in ulasgow I think his -

- nape wWas Alﬂge’#n, btut I may be mixipg 1t up, &nd he 1z the editor of
"The Word"™., He wrote wost enthuslastlcoslly abdut EaF, snd hod gn edltor!nb
on 1t promising 8 loung roviow, Lut thei never wies, I wondered why
or 1f anyone therc Lnows sbout him. Aldred (1 that is hip name} must
be over 70 wnd l: sort of lndependently Trotseylst-enarchlst, He should
certainly be Informed of my heving & poetling In Girasgow end that X
porsonally want to sse him, :

You are obviouuly g0 n-tural;y the "greatest find" of
ail snd ‘therefore 1t would bBe lmportant thet. I sée &5 much of you ag . Y
pessliles, which means thet if st 21l pesslble, you should try te tueke
some tlma frow work. I kinow wWhet Doney mesas erpocln‘ly 84 you ore

~a prospective father, but think uerlously &woe'll see what cen be worked ou
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: -'-Ho'i:_: the ﬂ-ld—h:bh bit mors of u—lszc'ﬁbﬁ}'-'.- The "ueﬂticu_sf t-h“ R

Coomovament the abstrset to_the concrete that I touched on'in my.la t
letter.dhat I liked evout’ Bnlllie g ccncept of the ccncrete 15 not” alone
. that he does not Limit to thnu?ht ulone, but eeer it in actuality. 1nﬁeed

. he says-the. AbzoluteReality iz the framework of liegel.

- history 1is inseparable from “freedom. - Now. you csn oay, 1f. you #re &: S
‘religlous ﬁhiloaophcr (now thet fleld buried ponr. iHegel, oven more than-

the party Trotsky!} that you - mo move: from alavery in pre-Christian society:

‘to-freedom in Christienity &the Frznch Revolutlon (they ‘never nove

.- explained why such’ ;mmeasurable break. In tlme betyeen the .coming.of

-Jesus end genuine freedom on this; earth 1n the French Revolution): and

“then csay hilgher fthan oven. this is "inner" freedom end that is” what'

. ‘Absolute ¥ind .lgs, - Certainly Hogel himself ‘secms to suy ., Juht that whi\

. only goes to ghow thet this greetest of:2ll phllosophers of: consciousneas
~was gulte unconrcloun of many of the objhctlvc sulis on him and from him:
__on varxint Humanism. ’ . - E —

Asain, if you feﬂr to go-it silone, you say well, Merz, surely -
atiacked Absolutcs and after all d1d not gmet Lo f1HIQh nis esany cn
'dlalec@icjjust.when_it ronched Abnolute,
. ‘But in that you cuse -you would: have to exploin vwhy.he went .-
- .apeclnl trouble In hi French edition posiseript to CAPITAL not only -

~to eall attention to the fact that he used the dislectic for his
exqoelition, but what ts fer more lmportent; thot it Brcse out of
" conerete capitrlist seelety  in both its negative end poaitives to
“Buchk ©&n extent tLRet Jor the negative--unemployed srmyy-he used the
phrase. "ganeral chaolute. :Aw", and for its total oppouite or negetien
of negetion,; he usednew forces mnd new pndsiona {Po. you remember hna,"
he da:ines nass;cn in the t-!a‘trly Ezsay 8. & "striving for"z)

: : Thc reason I am zoing irnio &l this is not Baillie or even
any of the Fnglicsh 2o fur as I understand HecIntyre, but the French- and-

" glio Marcuse whe lntroduced my'work;'.rirst a word -on Ma.cuse, not: huvinss‘wJ

eccepted .y anslysis. either of Hegel's Absolutes nor varx & nor. the .
;prc;etnriun opposition to ‘Automation, he got. himsell in -such a mess. on:
“the ‘fact that "History" 1o nll dlalectics applies to, not "Nature"-ns:
Engels would have us lesve, thet in his letest work he!ls Jusy an.

:__upolosist fTor Russia! . He says, in moot abitruse and compliested-and

‘impossibly philosophiudl longuage, that "all"” fhat ir wrong wilth Joviet
dlalecticel philosophy, Soviet "Nurxlsm {sic!) 13 that they assume £ 0
‘soclaliest scolety and of course there will ke po contradictlions there,
8v then they quote all those quotatlons, but he Guotatiouns themmekves-
~are not “wrong."! (¥hich reminds mc you d1d not send us the. Zoe, Leader’
thet punliished you & you should slvayws do thet when 1t hes something.

-+ 11lke that &do it viz sir sinec 1t tuakes sbout u month’ for & yeper- to:'r
‘grrive.) Now he mey be surprised thst he ended =g uu-s;clugist—-curtainly
the bourgeolsis is g6 surprleed they feur to review him! But,” the

-utnilnists cgught it 1mmcd1ataly--8nd sUre enou;h there 1o a J}myﬂthctic

revieu of hisc book in tho Rtuliu‘at "’clence cc‘uty - .

. : '.No&‘Haximilicn Bubcl_c: Porls, who wiashes Lo avoid qulte mhat
1{full, Las deecided that all Merx usced wos “"NHethod™ and-that both -
dlalectical” and “histolesl” muterislisg are Engoele'u wulgarlzattlons,
""How Lhore 1s no doubt Yngels wan ju"t a follover end the husaniam of :
Murxiam &nd the aimg;lclt; of the dialecatic cseaped him so that hiz
1883 vevrnlen of "Feurbach” 1o wastiy inferiom to the yosung Harx's of .
1844 whieoh he was "bringlng up to date", Bul to accuse ingels of bot
understanding thiest for Xarx Loth r1alit & thouxht ure ons continuous
" process in Lo mlsreand Lhe young Morx's crontlelsm of Hepel's ldenllam .
rcrfnlcritlclam of ﬂctunl thought, I, the end, Rubel hed to auy Lenin..
_made sams mlatu?& 0 here Lo one who dove undarntand "umenisa®™ out .
beocauee. he doonn't See 1t congretely a6 end of division of mertal and




manunl ‘
_system. begi nning. ﬂqﬂ ending with nto
~elee ) andiof odurse if: 1t xxxx (Absolute Tdﬂs) were only
we. wWould reject 1t. e

S No dcubt I l] have some lettﬁru wait ng fram you when I reach
Fllan (thie boat- 1s Llater than- I thaughb &I den't- get . to" 1ta1y
tL11- ‘2nd) -and.know exact dates,  I'm now.pretty sure- in my" oing.’
would go . rrom Hllan to London,gand tukc in Pariamglthpr_in,bntueen,
SOT at end'-*- o : : w T

Laakihg.fqrwgrd';O'Eeeins you ‘soon




Daﬂi ?ra.n.l:z

. Thie is the third latter from the boat, and will ceater mainly on the . )
. confarence I propessis It should not be called when I'm in England the €iret -
romd, tut’ just before Ixwxk sall on & November 12th, which meansthe wedcend bofore them.
“This mesansthat youo would gat a report from me shead of that given %o the REB on the
 ¥hols of the Iuropesn trop. The XX report by yourself on the activities you have
engeges in gince your bredc with-WL, and If JY is with us, perheps a report, .
J mach brisfer than yours, by him. Otker lccal reports may be given BUT,. on the whols,

©.. this 18 1ot & conference of what has bea done, but what will be dons ozce wohave A

theorstical Zowdsticn under our feets JY hardly could have unerstood my letter to '

. him on tha greatest lack of theory in: the English movement,. including tha daye of

- Marx when even hg could not find an Englichman of ovan the calibre of a Xautaky, =~ . .
or he wonldnit have continued his orratic ways. It is this theoretic foundatton that

- " must bs the center of the conference, or it will have no mors mesning than those in

. & gort of constant session by the old radicais, or the ones who have hw risd to the P

. ..1ike SR and principle 8 have gone straight out of tha window.

Naturally we will work on 1t when I getto England, but you should begin putting
cut come foelers right ewey. And, as an indication o the type of mentelity 'I wish
to avoid 1111 go over from England to France end from a prole tarim Like JY to an .
Jntellectunl lil® Robel who haa published the most definitive bibliography of KM's works
as wgll s en-Bintgllectual essay" of KM, {(Pleane lock up for me ohe thitg I could s
. 2ot locate in America to which he Teferst "Short Communication on the Uppublished s
 Writings of Karl Marx Jealing with Mathamatics, Naturai Sciances & Tecmology end the
Hiw, of These Subjects” by Prof, E. Colman., A paper read tc-2nd Int, Cornigross of -

the Hie. of Science and Technology by the delggates from the USSR, London June 29-July 31 . [

1951. Ed. Enige Taglsod Lid.- Nowbthe Rubel note saye this im to be fourd in the
royal 1id'y of Brusseke,. IIX, 89,657 A 22 but perhaps mme near CPer or Britieh
Mageun more likely could get 1t for you "for a lidrary lcan,.®) R S

S e - How then thiz Rubgl--sndhe 1t the best of all those mow writing on
- Marx~=hsas a lot Yo Bay on how all € books mentioned in lst draft of Capitel and
repeatsd in Criligque of Political Economy have neve Dsen published and so CAPITAL -
_ip "incomplete,”’ and not one single wad on how the strucburs of CAPTIAL cherged .
"'in the years 1861-~1571. Not only that, if even we allow that only the American

- yroletariat could have shown the way to that, an intellsctual still was bound to ves

. vhat 1% all meant to Marx. Instead Rubel complaing that the Parie Cormune "wiped
. out once again ths thecraticain of CAPITR LV so that to him (Rubsl) "the political ..
man and the suthor of the powerful pamphlet on the Commurg! orly lpads to the. conclusion
that %From 1873 untll his death, he would be 8ble to add nothing of value te hin as :
.. ¥eot unfinished wrke* Now some one must love (I use ths word not with sbandon, but
‘with the passion Morx dascribes a2s a Watriving afterV a new society} thaory &as muish
a8 the proMtariat itself to be 8ble tos tick to a peth etruck out anew as MN*H,. Yhat
JY is doing is clinging to h¥ individual prolgtarisniem in such a way that it has
..; 811 the earmarks of a ptty bourgeols intalls ctualism rather then the good prolétarian
revolutionary he sctunlly is, Marx had a word for it, but I won't zive iF to you in
German becanss it hae since been ussd by every conceivobls bureaucrat when he wanio ..
“te frlst it to mesm "backward worlore." PEui what Marx was concerned with was that the
‘revolutlonary factory worker would find yet one othar impadiment in his way that 1is

the crafisman~-journeyman tailors and clock makers they were then—whe wae melf—tavghy .
_and hadl all the negative feoturee of the intells ctual and none of the positive

ones, while hie own proletarian origin was blunted in the Drocess. ‘

Raa.




N 7 9/12/59

Dear Franki
Cne more/leiter on confersnce &8 thécrotic foundation, _ :
‘I would 1like an opportunity elther on firet round in Englans {preferably)
‘or leet 8tsy to give. st ilecast 3 lectures on H&F, Whothor people rosd 1t
or not (&and net meny éid), studying it, and studylng it with author,/ 18 .
something else agein, mnd our friends must get uncd to that love of =y
_ theory whére they wiLll not put aside s book of thid order because they
‘have already 1t with the same sgpeed they resd the latest murder-mysteryd
“If they haed studied Lt ss theoreticians, then they cowld prove thls by .-
producing sn Englisb supplement-to 1t In the manner In which "Hationalism;
-gommunism, Marxist Humeniam and the Lfro-Anlen Revolutlonw":was produced.’
WYhen there are no. suzh penny pamphlets svaileble for ithe Zaglish .. 7% :
proleterist’, then they better &ake & second look et method and learnm - °
to draw out every implicstion in M&F, .for %z mede sxpllell that whlch.
As only implicit--Tor thls we have the word of Hegel--sums up the whole
province of .philoscphy, &nd we might add,revaolution, Y

- (Heve you been able to establish any contact in those
. Africen Commlttees 1pn England where I could talk to some genulne
Africdns; if not & lecture, then a bersoral taik will do. But ¥
certsinly count or the fact that through Ingland I would comc in some
gort af lAfe contect also with Afrlcea, as well gs Hungary, but the
Hungarisn refugees I lesve to snother Hungarlen-Tranchmen, F.Fajto,
“but 1t wouldn't be wrong for you to get any addresses you ¢sn get in
London a&nd sens them an Alro-Aslan gsmphlet, marking in red the part
on Hurwanism in the Hungsrisn Revolutloen.} o -

e T The main puxgpRe purvose of thie study of M&F would be

-to magster mgthod so-that the English friends would te able 1in the

not Yoo distant future teo-thnlnx of a paper like N&L of thelir own, . IT
. of cogurse we could! invelygle =n-Itellen &nd Frenchman Lo be present, -
“4that would be besat,but we have to functiion with what we ‘have that ia .
" best now, not later, onéd what 1s beat is England and you, 'lethod 1s
. 811 I esn give you--the conteut, research, analysls zuct come from.
" you all, But here I noticc that. there will bLe an electlon soon dn -
_* England .& no éoubt all the little busybodles huave gotten busy to put -

. LP ‘back intc the seat of gov't, as 1f that ls what %3 needed.-now. ' R
. Gaitgk#ll hes returned ‘from Ruaesla ip a hurry but-he hes nothing more..

" to offer thon what Rhrushechev szld he would e4ree to, but whlch hs
. re}ected when MacMillan propored 1t, and 1n sany case &8ll 3--Khrushechev,
“Macmillan & Galtskell--are one set of triplets state capltsllisg hae
given birth to that wouid he hard to duplicate even when they "fight",..
The perfect exampie was thirs horrid LP conference taklng place where o o~
one dclegate whosc neme cscapes me--but please do keep Tor me olipplngz
of this—-3teted thet with Automstion the fight for’wagce cte,. ia reslly -
somewhot deted ac ere sll trade unlon struszrles "except, of course”
"not to let zo of the trade unitens "until" they do digcorer o new way,
"perhaps8. the ohorter workwsek. Rew, in such an . ctmoaphere, why shuld
the Heglyltes or the 3R groyip or cven JY oe so bonecerned, If it las :
because all the workers are~in LP--then it:etill doesn’t answer the o |
questlion: on what basls do you wish to wln themi Ferhaps Lt is neceazary.
to function in LP--I wWouldn't really knew, -alitheugh I have my doubt o=
but unothing at all csn be done until the primery question of what .
theoretiec foundation for your functioning will be done, &4ll I note foom'
the results of Trotuiyiten ia tnst the Healyiter now sccept "s11" & not
only Trotezkylsts, ond god only knows whet the state capltelist theory
‘has done for CLIff ac I understand he even Cavored “limites war'

sgainct Formoes by Comnunisi China.

I will no& b

ey off for = few days % turn my aind
Sl - fhe . . -

to Ttely snd frﬁnnn;

LI




September 19(?)1959‘

-Deer olsa(for the REE)

Nnturally I havn no idea whnther they wlll or wlll

. not have a conference when' I reach Milan or: anywhere. ‘But .

“I thought I should get down my: ideas on what I would say. in’
the first ststement- cf chollenge’ for theoretical” 1eaaership.”
Here 1t 4s,{or rather will be. since I mede only one..cepy B
snd decided to send 1t through Bessie to avoid extra: work in
office and save me stamps——money is golng awfully fast and’

I'm atill-on the toat!) It would be good i you had. a. brief:
discusslion on it, ond & brief suzmation was sent me, altho

of course each person who wishes .to e;aborate can. write me

_as well,  But my polnt was that much chanze andg’ freedom must be
allowed'for, ‘and "1t 'i1s best under the. eircumstances not to: :
divert from the ccncentratlion there on growih, to thinking .
of Europe here,. Untll I &ctuslly get there- and begin’ tPlklng
around, there would be no point. to my asking for your views

on the general lines .we have already discusscd, The ssme is
true insofar &s membershlp 1s concerned, Until I actuzlly’ :
begin writing news, it 1s Lest not to d*vert 1o eny WEJ from
their. concentration on worx thﬂre. :

I will lock forward to seeing NEWS & LVTTEHD whlch

I assume will be wslting for me in Milan, Plezse also.-tell:

me -the deadline for the October lesue. I should: th=J_aKed
you that, 4if I am mot oh time with ay TW, you should just
proceed to take one of my o0lé numbers - that ig on-a geueral
tople thset have not been used *ln NEWS & L“TTERD—-may from:
- gorreapondence have not been used-—and elther reprint . as 1s,

or you have perfect freedom to edit and include 2 paragraph
that wWould bring it up to date, There used to Le a time’ when
- I would ask REB membters to "substitute” for me and I originally.
“thotught of that when I left. Eut, again, ay. céntral pointiwas

alwa;e not ‘to.give extra work angd thus I did noti. Now: that I
- see’ that I might not ‘have the time, why I- authorize you-in:
“azdvance to uee some olé FW--for example the one on civil right:
. #incée we have not had one for a very long- time_, ' If. T .do get &
_.chance to write oy column. then it could co in the lcst minute.

- I do not now récall whether I had also made one’ cop
of the speech for Genove and sent 1t to Bessie, but Af I:414d,
then I now ask her to forward 1i to you, - As I. s82id.1ln the
fifat letter, only-when I will peed adeue or action on some
"point, then I willl speed 1t directly to REDR and ask for direct.
replies without send*ng any to Bessle, whilch then will be in
'your hands, . .

Yours,
: - FHae -




'Séﬁt.20;1959

'ADear Friends-

S ) Thls will be my last letter from the: boat, “and 1 will
‘aend & copy ailso to FW. 1ln England for 1t is time he began wnowing o
. .also the Itslian movement, thou &oa gﬁls will be very sketchy on: *hat
"aubject .8 most of 1t will once?c cern phllosophy.

Flrst I found the preoared notes for speech at Genoa
whic h I had evidently not zent tc Bess so I'm aendlng it to you
first, and will ask you teo send 1t on to her,

becondly ‘T reread {really: read for first time th“ouqh
as &t thc time of the Milan corf when Bass ent it to 'de Sy Italian
was too sketehy to resd) Damen's thesis. It is true that 1ts: con-.;
ciuslons on: the need for'vanguurd carty" belng the one and only . .
problem &the one which spelled out defest For Hungary 1s as wrong
#8 we thoubht when we gianced at it Tirat, However, despite wrong
conclusion and drasging in the guestlion of Hungarlan Revolution;.
the thesils is noainly on ?rench grcup. and -in that I believe he 19
- quite correct, and weé can® from that some of the poeltlve festur
of this sgmrowek revolutlonary. Here are its meln features:: 1)
Soclalisme. ou Berbarie called for Workers® .Councils "to defend
the salry of the workers and bring peace to Algeria, That was
thelr answer to . DeGaulid's coming to pcwer. 2)Demen sayse: rightly
Workers councila .arise on creat of revolutlon<-&s in HR so in:
Hungariesn; where they deo net, then &uch a slogan could be- entlrely
reformist as i1 means functioning within ecapitalist framework,.
It appesrs that Gramsuié one of the originals of CP in Ttaly who ;
.- died while in prison and whom the CP hes made.into the theoreiiclzah,
altho Le was evidently mot at all in thelr direction; I suspset:
" Domen “fought with Gramacil at time_they all were sent to Pprison:
by.ﬁussolinl)had'more or leag such a "deviation" on queation of
_workera‘councils vs, party as axis of rev.,movement, but .not’ conceiv
ing: at any time ‘but that of rev,’ 3)"Therefore" concluded D ‘Damen -
the one thing that faces you is bldg. of party. Now while we '
-"disagree with the "threfore®, there is no doubt that our calling .
“at that time on the antli- COmmunlsts groupings re-evaluating thelr:.
own Ffallure to - get as polarizing force, and inzisting that the
intellectuel responsibillty must move toward ‘Worklng - for & 'unity.
-of itheory und practice 1s a great deal closer to Damen's. to- anythina
Chaulleu ever wrote, desplte tne fact that: 1n the hbstract*ons
_Chnulieu appears close

The greutest weakness of Damen is tne arstract vey he keeps
runcatinm the hped for a vangusrd snd, above all, hisg .rejectlon’
both of t,u, anéd parllament @&s any. real arena. ror rev, work; he-
seems - to. conceive 21l the work outside the factory gates, Tlve
just recently learned more of the hie, of both Damcn and' ¢P %
8plinters & I want to summarize those fects for you: (Problema’ o
‘ef Communism, Jan.-Feb 'eg carﬂea a qQuite gnod article by an ex-cPer
Enzo leertl)

AR l)chronolosicnl;y the Damen group cones flrst and tL
is the only one of the splinters that h&ve peraisted, The nuthor
treate the grouping wlthout coneldering split frow Berdlge; 1lndeed
he doenn't mention it, But in any case then ICP wss founded 1940
g0 1t must have been while still in prison, bused on Zrd Congress.
of CI whlch stoocd for rev,sctlon whils Lenin atill allive &which
was evidently publlghed in Itely thot very year,1921,.Damen wag
& Communist lesderin Iteiisn Perlisment when raecism came to power .
&nd 1in prison in 1930 broke wlth them. When in 1944 CPE begen attacks:
on group, the organlzer of the * P JMario Acquavia wss slnin & on
?/28/48 Battag 11& Comuninta accuaed GP of. 1t.
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2)1n 44 lst bresk Srom CP--"Red Star" group founded in Piedmont
by olé. time. Communist militant, Temistocle Vaccarella whom the.
'CP 'murdered on-6/19/44 and that group dlsintegrated after thet._'
33In '48 over Yuzelsav defectldén amobher small opp.- Staérted: by

"~ Aldo Cucchi & Valdo magnanl, slso from undergound &they were
expelled in 1951, which led to formeticén of 1 group thzi had . 5
affilisted with Trotskyists;while Msgnanl dissolved’ ‘his. arouo and
" went - into. SP{NennlQ;Cuccl whent into Dem.5.P.(Sarragat): .

- 4)Theré ‘is not another sericus bresk untll 1956 with Fbrushchev_a
speech’ cb 20th RCP, which gives blih to Azlone’ communista,eet d..

C6/86 by Giulio: Senige “former deput-chlef of PCI#'s "vigilunce:.
., comm,"-anéd Bruno Fortichiarl,--We know whether thst nhas ended;

_-At seme time sviother group. formed 1/57 by Fugenlo Reale, former "
-ambassador to Po;and ‘and his group sas Corrlsponcenza Bocialista
exists,
5}In 12/56 Giull*e Damen, Trots:yists %some aparchist §roup tried :

" uniting but it didn t work., ‘Evidently it 13 all on baesls of actio
25 egainst CP who betreyed &then esch group begins interpreting:
action different,  but lets not forget thst 1in-~ dll this DamEﬂ does
hold out at all times.-

" 6)The thousands and thousanaa who broae over Hunrary-—only ‘e Tew
- of them org'd , but they seem to be lesning to soclelists, Raale
has launched "Alleenza Soclaliets" & locgl grouplngs in: ardinia,-~
Apulia,&ldesagne have eithcr brekesn in tol to_ or sufziclently 8

- maj, to keep Comrmunists from wilitlng in local elections, but I
age mo on¢ bothering to g0 :-tv the 'workers and seelng wha* it 1s
they want; wlith Demen's attitude on parliement (anti)I can! t see;
he could reach any of theae Lf ‘even he had a much larger org, -
The 300 ex-CPers who met in convintion in Rome are thus rar without
anything positive -&none has touched t.u,,aithough that -is where ...

: ?he CP influence has shrank mostly from §04,982 in '46 to 237, 000 1n

57.

: (Well “the. rest will have to wWalt t1:l I Ret tnere. 0 yeq,.
the starhesr ?uI 12 sc that you do not confusc these initizals
whicb stand. for Itelian OF with ICP . 'which stande for Int.CF or:
Damn group.. I suppose the Trotekylsts too ezll themzelves some
new- adjective plus CF juat to confuse matters’ further ).

Now tD the philosophlice confusions in France outside 5 ou'B
Wwhich hee nd philosophy even as Jonnsonites declzred phllosophy-:
to have ended. So 1t is qood to see what Marx did to such in hils
day (1B44<Critique of Hegel's Phil,of Riznt):"In & word, you
canoot a&bolish phllosophj without putting it into. pracuice. The
.same error, only wlth fasectors reversed, is committed by the
theoretlcal party...It belleves it can zeccomplileh thls negrtion
byfturning 1te back on philosophy, the while 1ts sverted head.
.utters few irritable and. bensl phrases over 1it,. Moreover, Ats
horlzon 1« 50 limited &s to exlude phil. from the realm of Ger,
agtuality unless it imezines philosophy to be implled 1n German :
_prsctice and in the theories subverting.lt, It urges the necesslty.
for 1iong up with vital forces, bun forsets that ‘the resl vital
force of the German. people has hltherto pulluluteu unéer lta akull-“ =
....The wegpon of criticlem canmot in sny case reglace the oritlie-
ism of weapons, meterial force must be overthrown by maeterial
force, but thecory too becomes s materisl force ag sson as 1t
grespe weapcns,(messes)Theory 1s cgpuble of grasplng WeRpOns
(masses)as socn as 1ts argument tceomes ad homline, aac itis argumeﬂt
‘becomes 8d homlne 88 soon a&s 1t becomes. radloal,” (Then fodlows-
thet wonderful quotatlon we @lwaye guote that tn Lec radleel means.
to gresp & thing &t 1ts root and tnc,root of wankind L2 man. )

e
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. .What however de Freneh do nowg{l'm talking esbout Rubel who -8 - -
" the outstanding“Marxologist"in sensge ol complling bibliocgrephies, -

writing intellectusl blograghies of Marx & evidently, zceording |

to his lest letter also having & spall- group of some gort).’

. -B _ : : : T o C .
o - 'lbgayins dialectles is only "method" not“onotology"
{closed system-limited to thought processes:; glone), they in fact’
‘reduce method .to practice or eriterior alone, denying it has any = .-
relastionship to theory of knowledge, Thus they fall into both CP. .-
& o0ld:2nd Int., trap of saylng since Merx stood Hegel ZRxXIExLEEX 7 ¢
. or rather Hegellan dislectics on 1lts feet, instead of on. ite head, .
therefore only “"action” counts. "By standinpz dialecties on its £eaby.
. feet, however, Marx.did not..cut off ita head. . Far from beheading -
philosophy, he humapnized 1t, whlch megns he gave It & head, a body,
& heart, & soul, if you please; L : L I

- 7 2)By inslstlng that ¢lélectics ls'merely a process
one uses when one decls wilth abstrazctions--a methed of exposlition -
which help you get to the snalytical or concrete-~Rubels falls idhto-
Trotakyists. trap which always insisted thzt CAPITAL wags-.diaiecticsl. -
where 1t :wes abstrect like-in first chapter on Commodities, but
when 1t got to the Working Day, &t weas Just historlcally concrete,
not abstrzctly dislectlesl, Piffle! The diglectics of the VWorking:
Day--that 1s to say, 1lts  own dialectic, dyuneamic, revelutionary,
humen movement -1s what gave the drive, the dlalectlec and humenist
drive o all of the book,., Even & beurgeolia lilke Baillie seez that
in Hegel movement from abstract to conerete does not medn nerely
transforming a lot of fencrete Iects into an sbatrsct generallzatio
but, ‘on the contrary, & & movement from g potentiwlity to an . - -
actuality, Thet is to-say, 1n the first chapter, the commodlty as
_a unit of capitalist contains all capitalist contradlictions but

ouly in embryo, and the worker himeelf ls= gort. of just abstract labor,- -
By the end of Capltel, having gone throuvgh the mediation of The T
Working Dsy, &ll the capltalist contradictlons have been concretely’
revealed 1n capltslist accumuletion and crisis and .the “ghaolute

 general law--unemployed army', and the worker 1s no'longer either .

‘ 3Juet abstrsct labor or Just an individusl but the great mass, forece,

. that is bringing capitailem down,ete. So that' it 1s even mere- . :
diglectical &t the -end than at the beginnlng .1f you wish to get .into L
YAuantitative"npohsense of “more" and/or "less" lonstead of gualltative

-+ changes for a new scclety, Sometlmes, try as I might, I just can't
understand these intellectuals and their flow of words toward nothlng; .
i1f only their words could be sunk into thies tremendous wonderful ocean
I sam on and we could then talk btoth sense in class struggle ang oo
sense in - tdouvght, .To deny Marx meant dialectics as thought by the .
‘clevel use of the word "ontolegy", which Marx nsturally rejected just

. @dds up to the fact that I belleve these 1Intellectusls have never .
seen & workesr, much less gresped. any of his asplratlons. and thoughts, ™

o Well, I'll see whet I meet in Parle when I get

there, but &t the moment I look Torward more to those lectures
- ip leeds, and I do hope I am asked there to speek -on phillosophy. - w
Let .the Heslyltes sguirm and giggle sbout "abstractlons" and I challeptd
MacInty re to be able: to stand them for one moment. after the lecture,

" ‘I trust NEWS & LETTEZRS Is off the press and one
will be walting Tor me in Mlleno; that preparations for Oszt. 1issue .
do not teke up so mich time that there is any diversion from concen-
tretion on our growth, subs, ssles of pamphlets, contacting, dally,
: -es?.'tn De%fO1$' fgom editoilto grgan%zgrkand pagallsel, crosswlse,
: digleetie ' cugzh a o no ake G
¢r gheteghlsRERg TR idn 1 POuBSa ko SE0e 1P B0 glicves

individually, st _your leisuee, - Yours, Rao
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. " L
U.,%ﬁ e 1 o ﬂhen 1 arrived in Genoa. ins cesd of beinz met bythe

~%-~ﬂ- Genovese whose desnriptlon I. asked for from Bess, I was met by the

one, Luclano Ratmondi, I did mnot expect, -However, without & moment's
hesitation we' recobnized each other. and’ ne was firsi in . line end. T
‘was second ‘to get off by virtue:of having stolen into’ 1st" class ro
that purposs It seems that Resaz truvelq ‘around, could ot come .
“{w&s not 1in Genoa) whew the boat csme-labe, and had not arr¢nged a
meeting for me there. Luclano took me to meet’ 2 of friends who'had:
‘been involved in the.recent ship strike &nd who will come. to! Fiano

“thls Sunday. where the meetlng is arrangec for me for morning. :whi

in the-s&fternoon ihe Az!one.Comuniste group,. now that’ Gino has : 1eft.
#nd the Damen group wilil: discuss unificaticn, - The meeting will be.

;.of & different. calecr alsc in the sense that Instead. of exchanginq

. vlews with the workers In zeneral, we will stilck clossly to thecry.
“and I heve l& holirs for s lecture on M&F, and then the rest-ofthe

worning and ‘&s long es it 1s necesaary for iengthy: ciacusSLOWB and,_
summation, whieh te Just as well! since 1t ise- 1mpoasibln to move a;
step without conqioerinn the theoretical founugtion.

T It turns cut thet the publication sum originally agreed
to when Gino wWes to have pald was not -§200 but e 1ittle over. 9400‘
I had thought that included translstion and since we alresdy peid,

"_etc. But no, 1t seems that the trasnslation was one thing the publish

had. volunteered to do, but, agein, Gone, sald, no he wllil pay.

I¥ & word, I now find that we will have to pay $§OO Wwhat I . :
proposed therefore {and I do hope that Saul'e §100 comes 1o time
as 1t 1s of the absolute essence because 1f I give up. FBOO inustesad-
of as I thought £200 I will hardly have enough money to get to -
Fngland muech less-travel back, ete.)is thst 1f he puts: in wrlting. |
the definitlve promise that book will be off "By the end of Dee,I
will turn over $300 now and the remeining $100 when I see” the book ~
actually off the press. Damen Just telegraphpd for an aopoi tment
tomorrow and; will takeme there, 7 i Mg 0 LYY P Y Lo

C e vetandov B dUWAg ek Ste; iU I8 ComsFoiibr

There is slso the problem of the tranqlation iteelf,-;r
which 1Ywhile on boet I found guite a focw.other politicﬂl arrors, .’
«nd (2)which both £he friends and publish.r sey 1z quite awkward

" Itslisn in many respects sounding like a_tg anslatlon by. s non- Italiﬁn.

However, the literary espects the translat himself supposedly )
corrected, and 1t is this we wWill stralignhnten out. If not, Ralmondi
promlses to g0 over word by word with me this week 1f it takes all

'iday gnd all nlight. The resson I hed not asked for & description-of’ ‘
" him was that.- he hed not done the Bilbillograrchy as he hsd promisged.

when the other Lueiano (Blanciardi) -2tood me up, end therefore 1
thought him unrekléble. It turnz out that 88 soon as he: realized:
there was & delsy in publicstlon, he took time off but when heard -
I was coming, he got right down to business and in fszct met we with
that in hand before ever he said hello; 30 vWes are set with him,

My Italiun won't last me too long, rvut: I do understand
what Damen says and no doubt wlll understand 8ll the politilecsal
speecches; 1t's the everyday that has me best, but the Damen famlly-
1s so glad I know some that we have been ehptterinr uway without .
treuslator-~in fezet I slept 8t his howe &nd had dinner here; I also
went downtown on my own and pleked up my mall st An,Expreas and A
returned on my own.,  I_ fact, I hardly feel &sway from Americsa because -

1
éxgéiarc tﬁ§r£S%§1gsaﬁe§ EthE?erNEQe‘EEE 2%1A33§ EE % QRL¥ By
Do nat write We, hﬂrp beyond Oct,5th an I ﬂtll dapart fnr
1. nr‘on then., Al - Tlh
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Dear Frank:

‘ . . . T.arrived 1n Genoz and Milano yesterday and :thies mormning
"I already tought my tlcket. for London since-I knew 1f I need to L
ve here longer it would rzgulre a tiip back but that otherwlse I’
‘eould haridle everything.in the: 11l deys I have glven nyself, = 7
" Therefore I would egpreciete -belng met in“London on Tuesday, ..~
. Qctober 6th at 8 p.m, I teke the ExXpress which ledves Milano
" Mondey, Ociober 5th at 93159 p.m., 2nd claes, go through 'Calals, !
* and slezp on'& "eouchet”. sinece only let elass: passengers gct ak
. 1'd1d not reaslize itnat the trip is that lengihy 2 one or, Iimlgh
" heve been tezpted to go lsi class. It 1e Just. aw . well howeve
. gince by the way money. 1s being spent‘Itwouldnit iest “mueh.

o The msln mseting here will be this Sunday--a whole
day sesslon where the morning iz. devoted . to M&F wiih me talking
‘and’ the afternocn is dewoted. to the.unificatlon of 2 groups.
herc--Bettaglia Comunista andé Azione gomunlsta, In between Y. o
g2 to Florence for conference with putlisher and we'll see
whether we:can get thet beok off the preczs by Chrlstmas, -

o Now, on your meetings, all 1s o.k., execept. I'm'not . .
clear as -to whether what you propose as "an aspgregete meetlng” .
and what I had proposed as g conference to found.a Harxist: .
Humanict movement in Tngland is one and the same thlng.- I agree;
-that what you propose ls of fundzmental ilmportance, but' I do not

" see pecessarlly that that would result in elections oi & coumittee
i “thet would Tirst discuss collieboratlion vhile preeperving aAutonomy,.:
= What 1s Basle, after il these aplinter groups with theilr miserable
"1ittle mimeogrephed 'sheets, 1s not yet onse moTe group that e =
Vproad", . Whet 1s needed 1s = group _that knows where it-is golng:
and lays the Marxilst foundstlon for 1%.
colloborate with pll other groupe it wisnee, to the . extent that. .
1e required, ete,,ete. Beforc it doee :go, on the other hand, 1t - -
would only-add tc the confuaion, no: to the eierity. I will leave’
in your hands which should precede which,. Or it may be:best to.
welt t1ll I get there, especieily neow thst I sp ‘coming 2 days.
in -sdvence of timc, and diecuss Tirst or ell with you ln permon,.:- .

I _ Cnce more:agalnat what you cnllvdubllcéﬁed_ahd weif
mimeographed typs of papers--it wlil never ke resd.by the "masees'

_end 1t certzinly ceonot compete with ULR_ on the intellectusl level:

face of L+, It i@ much betier that M&F be-studled, NaL: be-
accrpted as your ~peper with a full pege of printed English' news,
reviewo, compentz, etc. than a homegrown edition., But I do belleve;
thet if these things weore declded zhesd of my comong snd thelr. - 7

that we conoentrste on the mectlngs, end let this slide until I
arrive end we can dlgcuse at lenzth and in detell, -

. : 1 By nct get-a chance to write agsin or much, but.
Ih cending zome pereckagcs and elso 2 nole frogm Hertley T Sust got
offering ¢ roocm--gpEa’n I'11 sut 1t in your hendp, eXcept I eppend
a thank you which you hand him. Only one thin=, must be underatood
and thet ls thet I must have e voom Lo mycelf einee there will be:
& grent desl of work &epeschiTying—~T nherdly have 8 single one N
pregsered in sdvance Rnd I will therefore need gquietude, privacy,
and work, wark, work, Thc time for mertlns and tslking will be
&g much A8 pogsible--but 1t ocsannot be = quertlon of "dropplng in'

v : . a6 e preesls 2y !
gkqﬂ%1a§%E§B;1“332§3 %Edgs?t%i?df I nad impre 1“# that Hurt;ﬂysé_

o B
hezring 8nd discusslng with me 1t would sound ae Al you are 951v1ngﬁgaM
@ line? and they'd revolt agalnst "Sozinztien', fo 1t 15 best. o







Sept. 27, 1952

B Pear Friondst ET
: 1'he mee‘bing Just onddd, About 30 were present, nearly all of whome?. .

- excgpt adout 3 intallectuals, weTe florkers,. ranging from sewer workers to matl.a..l.urgy,
but tha ekilled hers in pAy are Teally. closer .to production workers in Ansrics,  The
"Azions Comunists, I had tho impresslon,-had the younger ones, with A Aiffarcht air

- . 'of %hg Partisgns, vhereas tke Battaglia Comuniste were more-the older ones who hed
bgen through the mill andinclined %o pessimism, ° ‘HoweVeT, .&ll did not teks their

> ‘eyee or sars away for o pingle second from gk It in e¢lear how Very intsrested ihey

L. 2¥e in the Amari"a.n wcrkingolnss, .A.mar:l.can mmment, America.n 1deas that e.re har::lnt.

It uas good. that I ha.d the 10 pagas of emerpts t:rned. in aﬂ.vance ané. tha
_Ital:lan friends mimeographed 50 coples——ncmg wWare not present 'beca.uea it ralned
congiderably and they are net froz Milan ut - from its many environs and-some hed to -
- work Sunday and refusel o work would havg mesnt being fireds. It was also good mt L
I had written out the specch so thet Baimondi. who knows rittle 1ish could trandlete -
woll becouse he already was gequainted with all the main idﬁﬁg only bacsuse he
.-had seen then,  bat because Yesterday, in translating into I ian for Damen, mest— . -
while had them all eXpanded by me in person &8 that wes a discuselon in itself. The
Tesult wes that I spoke without motee whereas he both listened to me and resd the .-
. moter so thdt his traniation was mccurate. (It turned out that Resac who knows
~ better English was not thare As ha is travelling arcund; and Hunls was in Paris
aad snid B oowld not return $113 ¥ wdnesdsy, which shows ¢ type of in‘sspensibility
.. that Demen is gertainly not quilty of . There is no doubt whAtooesver thet as a
-~. leader, &8 & person, a8 & Tévoluilonary he is the nost responsible one and it is
- wp %o him's 1ittle blt of Ralmondl that thig book will, if it will, and I thinik it
wil:.) be p\foliahed :Ln Ita.lian.) ] B

) Da.men, in hie mtroduction, gtressed t hat We have much in commen in the
5gner Marxiet theory snd in the fedl for the spontaneity of the proletariat.  But
. :.that he wants me to present all the peints o that -the frlends can sege for themsglvas,
.. which include the d)ifferent vigwa on tho role of the venguprd porty, the - role of :
. pbilosophy in. which he considers me an idealist, end in Humanism in which the Iialien
. proletarist has & Aifforont experience. (It turns out that he has pn actusl program’
.in hie party program opposed to Humanigm, which in Italy, says he, is the excuge for -
- 8ll those vho have Yeff the movemsnt snd search communion with reformiem, etc.). -
Ho 8180 stressed that the bouk will Tbe publighed and ig a very. lmporimnt contribution.
.aspec _;\lly in it economlc pariss both of Marxist theory and on state c..p'lta!.i.sm,
~ vhich 4 fundam,ntal points unite the Americen movement and the Itdian,

L Tha q:eguh I mo.c‘.e _much ela.‘boratq/ﬂ from the notes but 41t is only the note-

) that are typed out, I am sending you undar separatp cover. For the present, all that .
-1s impoptant lg that I hed 3 conerete points in the conclusionet - (1) Just as the
Italign novenent 1s ehowing its int. responsibility in publiiching MXF , the Americen:
is andious to pudligh \dn?_t the Italian frienda, expacially the vworkers, have to . .

' sey, ond that they“Wighes write direcflly to News & Letters, without going through
Bparty channegls" and we will translate and publiss, (E) That within a yesar, when

. they have studied MAF in Italian, o confercnce -Sawdd bo codled that s gonuinely

" international, andineclude the English which I ar sure will reeult out of thie year's
vork there, and @ (3) ithat the orlg and wide distribution of M&F, as well ap that
which we considor.mas o supplement to 1t, Afro-Aeian Rovolution pamphls ty procesd
nlggaiue of ow doing samp for 1nternnti.ona1 movexmant on the irportant things thgy
hrind ghe -

Yo met 8t 10 and adjourned at 12:30, With translation I took wp ond howr
and. a holf, and anothar 1% minutss 4n swmmatiocn, As you can see, therefore, there
wng little discussion, Howevor, the outstanding faets were {1) Fortichiarl whe ic
the thgorsticisn for ths other grcup d1d wsay that, while 1t 1ls imponsibls to asy
" whather MEF 13 "the! theurptlical foundntion since the Italian gxperimnce is w0 N
diffarent than the othars, but they "sccept it an the Amorfican contributicn,® 9447
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for regrotgment. &:J.though t‘e does not foragee s new Int. in the r.aa:: “futerg, wo

vertainly must constantly prepare and it is good we have propared.  (2) the T uth -

in whon I 8 Dost intergeted-—from one of the small industrisl towns aroumd’ and who

" ate up eveything I srid alihough they widerstood ne Englishe—replied %0 s. d.iraat i

. ‘quastion from me as %o .why. they ware not participating in the:discusnion. . MThgt o w
American. workis movement is ons of thg moet importent in the. world. -1t is. this we'

. camg to hee'.r.  You presegntad so many naw llgoc we mu.st d.igeat then- first. AlBo . L
ve: wil) ntud;f tho. smeormts, and Aesis Tér thy bock, mvd thon verhapa will write you.

 (3): The 2=3 vho doninated most of the discusslon, whils they spent their t:lme on -

" the need for a party, and that for the Italiama movenent no quasticn ia ‘mord 1mp0rtﬂnt
- &nd -that the AZmerlcen gXperignces are American, did have to admii, after my: Bummatian,
: the.t it ia not bacause they mean® 4t wos only Kievicown, that they reallze I umse -

" Hunaniem. in a Marxin$ way end have brought it to Hungary and Afrc-Aelan revolut ions, -

<. but gtill thay dicesres, but, againg, want to emphanize the impsrtance of thy:

theoratic ag- '-'all an practical work we have done, and thanked ma for the p'.'aaence, etc. g

- : It was 1nteresting, inc.r.denta.ly, that the cnly time I mﬁtevrupugd. in th.a
-apeech-»—-tho first few minutes when I speak about the few here & compared Lo tha

2 million in CP show us ouvr pr:‘blem, wag a remark by FPoriichisrri that "but those
few nre very good, end we have others who d1d not: come becauses of worlk, ‘tub they -
too ere of the tept.".. I opvzed threy were <f the bect, "ihe Tegzbast byt reali.t:?
wond botality of erisiy. 9aly amphasiza -,ha tngkz, The ﬂ'w" thgrofore that thay
are vauguard or, as they put it oven mora wraclmsly, "aucleus of va.nguard“ ia 0
'important far their norals ag for other things,

"+ . The cmxcrete mo tigns were accevted and we will aae whethe.. we sct.ually
;,do ‘begin recivelng such-fnctory storles.” OFf course I hope others will be 8bis %o . )
-~ trenelatp--all you sre ing Ithlien N.B,-—I undaratcod the polit:lcal T peches
.. aasiiy’ enough and there woe no i necessity to tranelate, but I do not know.how = .
" factory steriee aouml, or wheth.er they are eVen aware of importan(ﬁ pens ”:lnterprew
tation. Do

) A."t th.s monant vahinﬁ retm'ns to the trannlation a:n:l methar We Are .
- ab].e to ree. the publisher to.go. through with publica,tion q;spitg “Kbrushg:hev- T
--fiagnhower peace" qnd"nusnian d.emocratination.“l - T

: Do try to mke capy of a:!.l 3 spauches for Italy 1 hava aent Tut mea.nvhila '
) ;}ust gend out’ this letter for I mads only one copy &nd since I’ wvioh this t.’unc to’
_ s.nd to rw ra.thar tha.n Eaﬂﬂia even’ ahe doee not hav'a ] CADY. - i :

2 we have mde a. beginning in bringing Marxiss Hl.manism on tha contsmpurnry
and, if I pay be forgziven "natiomal? Itelian pcens.  Once the book 1a publighed
‘there iz no doubt thers will be the theoretlonl foundation we loy as the Very center

" for no ong alse is doi..g anything aerious thaoreticnlly, although in action am'l othera’

B thqy sTe tops.
Y our' Ty
Rae




REB {(ccpy to Bess) T -
o : Oct 11,1959
Dear Olgar -
. you will hsve to forgive me—-yesterday I wrote John-'to
“tell you: I would hsve a TY snd/or edltorizl on Khrushehev, but .
I no sooner wrote it .than the work on checking trenslstion &1
over ggalnp anhd I have besn at 1t around the ¢lock and toméOTrrow:
‘gt 5 s.m. . we are finally off to 7Florence for ‘a-growdoWn with the
- publisher, Under the circuvmstsnces, the kest I.czn.do 1s' to skl
_ﬁthe4Iw;an¢'h&va'y0u.uge"én_old"oné,“although{the*one'I‘inLEndad‘
was ‘qulite important «s thelr latest Journal shows how ‘Russid is®
‘worked ‘up about -2bolitton between mental sud manusl and perver—t it
t¢ 'mean: (hold your sebts)—fthe-abolltion_of-thoseijobsithaﬁ;hré
belng 2limincted by Automstion! But this latest morsel -frow .
their theoretical journal will need awalt:a 1little more lelsure .
on my time and I'll thlnk instead of Nov.lssue, ' = ST

: But I do think it is important to have thilngs oo~ . . -7
Khrushchev-Slsenhower for ¥e cannot go preass Juct on.- national. -
issues when what happened Xhuxe &t Camp cavid threw off -the - -
‘front pages of .81l of Turope any other news, S0, . {or what the ..
REB can make cut of it, here are the rotes I Wwould-have used Tor
an editorisl or other well-plsyed up article thet would have. -
begun &t the 3rd artleie on p.l: = . . "

The. show.ls over., The unprecedented TV, rsdio, press COVErsge ...
“to the point of White House interference with sny ‘local politiclans

- that thought this would be & Food time to scopp the news with some

©_ byplay.had receded,first,into the stillnees of Gaup Devid where .

'secret~;greem8ntsnbétween'such two grest warlords pleying. st pe&ce -
‘&5 ‘Eisenhower-¥hrushehev would not be open G psgs medla coverage:’
and, secondly, where the whclevclreus tent was taken down, ‘
"All the officia)l communique tells us AXmmxx csrries glmost as'
frigitd an alr as before the well and over well-pubtllelzed thaw,-
_Nothing but "clzrificstion" of the two opposling pesitions -seems
“to have been achieved on the questlon_thsat brought about the '
ocrisls %Hoﬁhﬁ-firat'place: Beriln. But thet is only lLecsuse

dnother? more sinlster than the one put on on TV}, hés to be c
put on Tor the tenefit of -the independience of "Allles", €specisally:
West Germany. The moin reaseon for Khruschev concoctling the ' :
Eerlin crilsls—-trade wlth Americs--slsu 2cems to be played In-a
low-key where first 1t willl bte gilven to experis to =ee what

Fuesla w'll psy for 1is Lend-Tesse debt., 4nd, finally, snother :
show, this time for ¥®isenhower hss been put off till 3Sprlng, wlth -
the homey s ;ﬁgﬁpg& ?m'the part of Rhrushchev thet 1t would-b
essler for XXE ugnn chilﬁren 65 acaomperny hilm, - .

But &1l theue are sprewre#nces, O course the Eerlln crisis could
net be "resplved" becsuse the two contenders for world power heve o -
no intentlon whatever to do snything but prepare for tnc. holoegust
of World Wer-ITT. But meczuwhile—-while that missile becomen so
operationals-that each ls sure 1t le "the other" rmxarxxyx thet

wiil be annihiisted in the strusgle {for world dominstlon--we -
will have'"pewcel—-sné trade, For the biggest vietory was for thet. -
part of BElg Fusiness which wighes to de huelneos with Russla,
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" wepts to lnductry-wise, and-not come tcgsing for trade with the *

-2-

ANL THIS CCONTAIMS THE GREATEST OF ALL THREATS TO THE AMERICAN
YORKINGCLASS FOR THF SIMPLE REASCN THAT AT THE BASE OF THIS
. DOING BUSINESS WITH KHRUSHCHEV I3 THE PRESSURE TO.DO- A5
-EHRUSHCHEV DOES. TO HIS WORKFRS.  'LET U3 NOT FORGET THAT THE
- BIGGEST MINBULT" 'TO ZISENHOWER CAME NOT FROM A "FOREIGHER" _
" BUT FROM .HI3 GOLF PLAYMATES##BIG- INDUSTRY, bPECIPICAdLI STEEL.
“Here was the President of the United Ststes, the most .- powerful
" slngle ruler in~the.whole world, wishiug to show cff the steel
industry .to:the-most potent rivai Huss*a -ané wiliing- to invoke.
the Taft-Hartle At {which' no dount ‘he'1l soon-do “for the naﬁional
Interezt” when the. Indugtry. is resdy) to get *hc workers: back : X
.- to industry, and steel indusiry does not feel it heg yet- sucﬂeeded i
-in cecmpelling submls sion on. the pert of 'Ltas worxera,}ano therefor
“says,"NO!" The "No" was loud and eclear and- insulting; but Elséntow
chore to obey 1t .becsusre that ‘I's exasctly his capltallistic men'ca"!.'r:_v“'¥
_--the Amerlcan workecrs must be chalned to the machineé and - -factory:
menagement, burdened by unbesrsble taxes for sdded diseclpline, and’”
"to gssure fo Lnflationary trends', and deorived of its elementar
rights- of strike with #ny teeth in lt e

It 1s good to return to these class fundumentalq for uhey u*]l

~also 1lluminate 4he other side of state cepitalist worlc--Rusaia——.
and ‘see that we do not forget that ﬂhrushch”v came here NOT because
21) was well at home, BUT BECAUSE IT WASN'T. 1IF the Rusklan
vorkers had meekly accepted the Khrushehev 7 Yesr Plsn with its
lmpossitle goals of etretch in labtor producitivity and not been

Anvenlous in lts alowdown, Russild woulsf have achleved what 1t -
ccountry -1t ls suppocediy well on the way to "surpzssing". IF the
Ruscslan peasantry were as- eager.to obey guotss angd overreach them,

© and hsd not besn. ingenious 1in its 'resis ztance, Rucsla with its.

: reaches for the moon woulé noct heve been 80 DrEkxxxd’ technclogicsll
backwerd 1n its agriculture, that it n2d to have its. Number L.

'Men go to prslsé Iows corn and Mirwest cattle and eat hotdogs o

. b@mxx ssns. vodks; to boot.. IF the Ru:slan yontn were not-so: restive
and *rustr&usc at this new soclety that wes premlzed ther for =
‘deckdes now tut 1s yet to be seen, then Khrushchev might have -

‘&ddrecsed himself to them 1nﬂteeﬁ of to his best frienén--thcn

_American capitaliqt clsss,

And Khruschev 1an't imiting hic geace overturF ta Amerlca--

he has &n sdvantsge none of the otier cagltsilst rulers hsve,—-
and. that 1s thet he 1e.travelllng under the usurpsd banner of .
Marxism, although Communist totslitarlanism is the cpposite of:
that grezt banner of liberation., Indeed,. the stupldities of the.’
State Lepurtment 1s nowhere seen so clnar;y as in the fact that
they thought thelr ilmege of socia;lsm %ith horns would keep the
Azerlcan mesaes "in pluce’, "It is clear, instesd, that they have - !
& very different public to dezl with Dazmirexxhruxx after ?hru:hchev
vislt than vefore for thst 'marter showmen Khrushchev, pot

because his hends or¢ bloedy WHICH THEY ARE,. but beceuse he has
usurped the hanner of Warxlsm end knows how.to expese Fthe other”
cepltalists' werrongering so that the grest desire for peace

on the part of the peopgles gesms snewered,

¥ 3] usual. Russisn Communicm cxwoﬂrﬂ its thrs not. whére it merely
speaks bul where 1t Bctha-hhether that be ageinst 1ts own
proletsrian or euuarrsnlng the Hungerien Revolutlon asgainst .
Russilan imperielitasm.  Presently, the period of poace Rusola desires
1l so urgent for it that the ccmmuniﬁts throuuhaut the world :
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hsve verj neurly forgotten sbout the clags st“ugrle in: :ﬂ? Lo
country, lncluding. the colonlul world, | Thus M, Lezn Felix, the

- French Communist leecﬂr hes Just published s 1on& statement '~
“in thelr cfficial organ, Hupenite, to the effect that the:
Algerian résistance mOVFment 1 a "resgonsible bOGy"'mnd would
not-fletly rejsct the offer "@s Genérsl de Géulle hoped ' mne
ERREREXXEkpxEARix last phrase is the meek &tt empt-to pretend thut
they are not 4qulte ilke &1l the other betrayers of ‘the i
.¢oloniel movementa of llberation when. thHey démend .they: csoitnlate
"to -DeGsulle because._ullegedly,'altrough o= Gaulle offered the
plan, he really "haped" 1t would bc rerused‘

No, from- Unlted Stetea to Algeria, from Chin‘ to Germsny, from

- France’ . to South Africa, EX¥IxRwesixxixx thne ofe theme Russis”

ig playlnﬂ now is "pesce”, Tven its reaching. tnc moon is plsyed

- down for "peace" as If all along whst they aren't teating is.

the thrusts, not into EpAERXEX sclentiflec space exploration, but
into the most destructlve wsr wespons hurtliuz ecrcss -cééntinents.
to threaten the very existence of wankind, - And the people gre
. Just Bupposed to sit with folded &srms, peacefully forget their .-
clsss strugmle, and ke drowned in *ncectuous Illuslions nf peace,j

But, just as the steel workers have refused to te- cowad although
thelr stomachs are getting pretiy empty, Just as workers, American
and. Europesan and Africsn, do not seperate this fight for bread
from that for freedom, so these hypoctites of state caplteilst
leaders on both ‘sidez of the Atlantlc wlll first/B8Efront their
regl protagonists--the workers. In their own country. Until that
question 1s settled, none others are ‘bécause '@11l. the others only:

- ME&n various new nsmes for the same olad explnit tive societv

91“&,.,‘“"“ 2524 EEHe"'Sr"S%p‘é‘& §rafPfele® 158y “1?1‘ e“her_

'of workinv ‘over angd simplificsation since I havo not so much as;

- had - notes before me but typed direeily Lo typewriter,

Mranwhile, ‘I assume FW hae wrltten/@gat McShene hes glven- wcr-iif
misslon for his statemwent on M&F to be published under his own-

“neme, o be sure to inelude thet. in N&L. Do.not howsver, use *

any of the quotes I hsve given of the Italisn meeting, Iﬂ faet
I believe 11 .18 best not to use eny from any reports . I make
until after my return,

Trust the contactlng 1s colng on well--T would 1ike to herr who .
comes 1o meetlngs, ete, There s nothing 1like us anywhere in-
"the world, but 1t is in Am(rlca thit we muzt 2rove it through
gZrowth, Greetlngs to &Ly, : .

Ree .
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;:peoplc) muat be spokeﬂ “to:since; both a5 ;ndlvldual y
“meétinga-in trade unioen: branches snd as pcople Txxxhw -
8till-heve fﬂith in *hem.k s

: g ) However, ‘ ,
45 you'for ‘it s mot: ofter I ‘do have. good news ' to’ report
it 'comes: to finances; “Welli, today I Aa.have, 17‘11“5'(. the" publlﬁh
Bi come across-with $119 royslties (I shculd have threatened: ‘
Clauit ‘before).. and I'm’ sending this éirectily 'to the bank .and check
‘Térit to KEWS & LETTERS so we can - pay for October-issue in good :
part Also I zothe 10: pounds from one university and an invitstim
to, speak paldat another,; so I am" writing to Inez to Bstep. sending
‘me the- chairman 8 fund dnd turn that bBack into ~N&L, THe third-
plece of good nmews 18 bestyet,butthis money Icannet yet turn
“over until we are sure of ITtzlian’ editlion, but surely part of -
RERREE ¢ 811715 -well by -Demcember I wlll be sblp to do so, @nd ‘that -
13 that JB. has sent me 23200, S Co

B

: I'm sorrv 'I keep soundlng sorpfiuming confusing
when itcomes to 2leoup; what lsn '+ due to my tlring schedule.
.is*due to whether Bess can be there; and vhat isn't due to
your: end 'is. thn fect that I cunsnged ny m\na on questlon of cpen.
"-meetirg {I metn public &and separate) on my return. Therefore
nere 13 ts way:' 1t stundss
Plan @ plenum weeciend of 24th or. l-ter
1f you can! t maké 1t with Besg, Thst 1s in November,
- The evening sesslen of thet first day
Wil be my - European report—-as psrt and psarcel ol ‘org,, and
therefore 2lthough all are invited znd we better begln golng
‘ont noshd neeer'give up untll dgy of slenum, s=nd no  one
absolutplxﬂ“o one, is ﬂréuauJ‘frOuazmtng With ohhnara Lo
. ' ‘a pl_\ 1‘!""‘ .
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Gepy | o ~ Oot. 20, 1959

' '!0 NE‘NS & LETTERS COMMITTEESS
Dear Frinndsz

I lhe 2 public meetlnga in Scotland were 8o ertra.ordina.r
'-tha.t the' friend who arra.nged them, { MeShene, szid: "This 1a tha s
+urning point for us." Here is @hys 1} For the {irat tizeln'a decade
‘21l shedes of radical-view was repreaented, even dissident’ Gommunista: :

- thet was at the Sat. mesting, '2) It was direcily afier Labor Party -

. defaot whan. tco many were bewslling the favy that that defeal mesna .
MYpaekward astep™ whereas tha neetings revaad.ed that what the worl:ers '

-yanted was soxething far greater 'I'.h.an B Peotete~they wanted a full

fleg unfurled for a t ¥ new scclal - sider.: 3) The arrangerents ‘Were

made by that one man—-J'll explain why later--and with no advertlsement:.

. 3ust word of mouth~=whieh shows how Vvery well rooted in the labor meveme

MeShane ilecm-and yet one day after the other, with a downpm.r of rain .
4thet wonuld have kept. all but the hardiest souls at home, 40 showed up
for the first weeting on Sat, aud between 75~100 to the 2nd on Sundqy, '
‘so that all present agreed thsi with any sort of preparation and. '
edvertipement, they could have a- genuine mass meeting, which, asa;.na. .
hasn't been had in years. .

e Ha.rry Ke8hene 1ls 2 wman who ha.s baen in the worl:lngclaas
movement and goetive in every battle from genersl strike to antl-war

all the way from end of WWI when he was a 1lsd t11ll now. fow yoars sgc

he broke wlth the CP.and the editor's Jcb he held and returned to the

“rroduction line® in the shipyards where he stlll ig—-he 18€8. It :

would be herd to-find a man half his years with t.ha.t. energy, devotion
to the proletaria.n clasuy and Marxist .'|.dea.s. ; '

o ; The loas.l Trodes Gouncil in Glesgow to. which he bel&nga-- '
. and the other Z lcecals to which 2 of ‘the other 3 wilth him belong-—are

. wery dlffersnt from the buresucratized trades urnion you know.in the-Btat . iR
~ pltho when it comes to the natlonal hodies there is no differencoe from

the buresucracies all over the world. But in the losal 2 of the latast
avents they dld are outstandings 1) After the Ruasians auppresaed .
the Hungarian Revoiution, they not merely got one resolutlon paased.
Teondemning, but ihe spans- resolution salds orly hope 1g rank and flle
relationship between umiors across borders 13 cof the Jossence, and those
rather than the int. bodlaes of elther "Saat™ or"West" whould meet each
_other,. 2} He found a tombstonse in a cemetery which.had testifled to
the fagt-that 3 waavers hsed besn shot down in the Ifirst recorded clasa
strugple in Glasgow--1787=--2 years belfore the French xRsvclutlon, more -
yeara before theré were any organlzed tradea unione, muech less.vworklng
claas political partles. He got the tradesa ocouncll to agres to flnd
out all the facts and begin writing thelr own, worklngelans history,
and he was agsigned to do the Job,. (Unﬂer separate cover I am sending
you the pamphlet.) I'm aure 'I needn't tell vou how much dlgging has
40 be done to £ind the truth--Just try to Tind out about the local
commritteesn of correspondence before the American
Revelutlion--and you will sec--znd thila rezealed that in that onrly fan.r
of the indusirisl ravolution no less than 7,000 woavars had amanssed :
to protest weage cut, military had shot 1nt.c{tham, killing not 3, but 6.
S0 to the Cnlton Wavers Hemerial, 1787, tha workera of Sgotland had
rededicnted themselves in 1957, with pamphlet, atona, and knovwledge of
their own uneinteorrupted struggles lor frecdom, wihiloh bagl 'in 1787,
_ had deplarsd the weavers! right "to exoreoise their Anherent righi to
.. choose, or refuse, to hava thelr- ears. ‘borad to the door-posts of thair
oppreuuors. "
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Now then Harry HMeShane had this trades council onnounce thst
I would be 1n town, speaking on MARXISH AND FREEDOM, and tha 100 on )
Sunday came from that body and other workers. But on the day before, -
Saturday, he had not dene anything because some petiy bourgeols 1n$ellectual
- w=iniversitles & left Review lg now merging with New ?eaponsr, bath to he
" galled The Hew Left—-thought they’d wiah to mponsor me, ospecinlly since’
"I was "respectadbly® only sneaking -at Departments of Fhilosophy in asome
universitiéa. However, after much debating Tack and forth whether the
: ew Left" could atart right off the bat nponsorlng o ¥erxist Humaniptp . -
) they decided Yot only Harry McShane didn't lmow.about 1t 111 the last day.
¥ot only that, when he brought me to the.filends around thila. group with
whom: I was to stay, (a home of a son of a Jermber of Farliameni, Luabor,.
incidentully!) we Putgmiille: found the deep despalr ln their ranks for
~they hed told.me that their locesl of Labor Pariy #hlch on paper has
hundreda, ‘hap only 12 sattending meetings, and only & active, so ghe
hardly thoucht many would come to Marxismj; anyway a room &t a hotel wag
" gotten seating 12-15 whereupon over 40 showed up. . The imporbant point
_about that is that people weren't anslous to strees where they come from,
although they stated 1t. . (Present too was the danghter of John MHelsan
which is the name. vwhich, up until his death in 1923 and even now, stands -
for the cne who got his Soclslist Party in World War I wben the whole
2nd Intermational collapsed, to vcte againat lmperlalist war!)

I ‘spoke .on Marxist Humanism from 1844 thro h Eunsarﬁan Revolution
of 1956, with a good deel of time on the contr_bution of the American-
‘Miners in thelr 1942—50 atrike to the guestion of Hhat kind of labor L
‘should man perform?® At the end HoLesn's mxapyremw -

deughter beggn to sni that since the days of her father aha.had'hear&

nothing like it Mge Marxism," ete. ete. I gava out News & Letters
-and nold 6 pnmphlets and 2 Harxism & Freedom. :

_ The followinb day coﬁcentrated on State Capituliam for that
if the one gralysis they 8till don't know much about, although
avervone fighta the appearances and brutal results of Russlan state
capltalism, such as suppresslon of Hungarian Revolution. Somgohow 1t 15
- herd to loosen here what in 1917 Rnsaian was a workera state.

The BU- rpriaing attendance at this meeting wae the entire
Trotakyist youth—~=6——and truly teensge and alert--vho were so lwpresased
‘they bhegan to apologize for their Trotskylsm “After all we were in
-the Labor Party youth s&nd they had nothing for us; we were golng to
leave when the Trotskylst began to unfold thelr milltancy. In any caee,
to everybne's surprise, they didn’t-wilsh to leave at all and since I
had to czmteh s train directly after meeting they grabbed my bags and
begin to emrry them, and before we knew it something like 25 cmme ¥ith
un to see me coff on the train. "We could have had hundreds and hdndreds
at your meetings" overyone bewalled.

Betwaeen these 2 publlc maetings whiich have really set a basls.
Tor MeShane and a theoretical interest Ly workers no one credited then
with before, I met with lMeShane and the 3 oround hinxm to analyze the
mastinzas and draw cenclusions for colleboratlion=--and of course this is -
the key to all I do here-=—-and the followlng concrete nctiBna were panaod
Efch I feel sure you wlll all greats

1) Until such tlme as the Britlsh friends can publish papsr
ot thelr own, they will supply & full Britlsh papge in NEWS. & LETTERS,
It that 1n page 3, thay c¢an put that as page 1 when it in 5014 here,
We wlll busln with December laosue. -
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i : . 2) They wieh to ba pa.r‘t. of sny: Int. Informu.tion Burea.u vh.tch
ahould base  1tsel? on opposing both world caplials-—Rugeia and: Amerion
ﬂ.gnting for world oonqueat--and tne unfoldmen‘b of HAB}CEST HL'I{ANISH.

- 3) On the questlon of sta.te capitausm and the othew .
funﬂ.a.mental polnts. in MARKISH & FREEDOM, they will now: ‘begir the -

i systematlc study thereof. Of course I inacx'j.bed & book to ‘then, buf.

""5‘.;t.ney w11l undertske sales of RAF at.onse.:

TR S ) Tbay 'will continue a mimczographed sheet ﬁhcy hava baen
.puttlng out "The Few Commune" {sant to you separately) for.
- supplaiten tary news in Scotland, and collaborate with' FaWe in London
-7 whethey es part of us or any 1arger group that may result hare whe a.im
1:1 the sa.me dir-eation. - .

As yot. knnw Trom m§” reports "rom Leed.s. the L...bor youth. t.hera
.'brousht out - 150 'and the .dlaocussion was 1ively enough, hut all of the
- previous nmeetings outalde Seotland were more or less on the soale-in:
-~ the Btates wher I spesk to universities; there 1m. no- way %o concretize
- a&nd- 'br.i.ng it. to an organizationnal conclus!.on. Glasgow, . on the other:
“hadn, and I am sure: 11: wlll be so also in London when fAnally I h.q\re
f.'iniahed the "general® talks, are I-iamist. Hmenists, 5o that we ‘are
eatabllahins world foundauianu




INDEPENDENT. LABOUR PARTY

G Lonbon &'SGUTHERN-COUNTIES DIVISION

:“FOEUM of 1959-60 season ;'
.THURSDAY, 22nd OCTOBER 1959
: 7.20 p.um.

CONWAY HALL RED LION SQUARE,
near Folborn Underground btatlon.

LEGTURER,

RAYA ° DUNAYEVSKAYA

" “welliknown Socialist writer and speaker, one—time Secretary.
r__to Leon Trotsky, author of "Merxism and Freedom"” (1958)' :

'SUBJECT,”

("CAN MAN - 'BE FREE IN AN AGE oF AUTOMATION
' AND STATE CAPITALISM°"

- QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION. - : ‘ ADMIoSION PRES.
S S - GOLLEGTTON.

AT WELOGOME

Inqulrles to Arthuy Duncan,
- Education Secretary, : :
" .efo” I.L. P., Y Endslelgh Street, W.C.1l.
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To the E:B (copy to bess) S Qcp127)i958 ﬁw

Dear erenda-%l
g Theahectlc‘pace 13 finally catching up with:m
rapnd: I ‘do’ not ‘feel very-welli: hence the ‘report- witl be? er
‘brief. - Moreover I. ‘must catch a tralo- to Manchester wheke—I
“speak.to night * Bince fney were so anxicus to have:.me tha
‘wheén:they:found I colildnot’ ﬁade an. aft=rnoon lecture;, ¥
‘arranged one. for the venlng ~and it séems’ I'w" competlng ‘with
% Mendes-France whc 1s: there the same: evening. I cannot. ,renege
‘Nor-willl I bte able to tomorrow wben I speaktoAfrican Forun
“and then comes  the final” ni:ht of summation wWitn the few’
‘,friends,'after whlch I ex off to Paris where the 3= day54might
?-be eaeier on me. sinbp the meetivns are only wltb 1ndividuals.

AR 250 1last nlght showed up ‘at’ the ULR--a g od crowd
“,oP course. but 20 mixed ‘in attltudes--the/§EUEAPkre moving
L away  fTrow: Msrxism., st lesst in this gsrbled version ol: 1t
then every tendency is present and. teke tipe” 1n dlscusslon
. and “help make Narxism appear mechanical etc, However,_some'
oworkers. followed he- here -from_ the- trades union ‘branch’:and- I -
o belleveé 1t 18 the first time- that group ever’ ‘had any - workersn.~'
T 4n:its audlence.. The leadershlp—-and they eresd worse elite’
_" than those of the vanguaré- parties—-slmost. boycotted the; meeto
» ing and the one edltor that did show up walked out- after ‘2akli
.a‘question, This gave.me a wonderfil opportunity: in- summation-
. -to xEXX% attack them without! gloves gnd ask the secrctarles
mto take: it: down: 1)Thet they complaihed why I.was so "anti
_;Russian “but the: uype of guostion they asked showed -how: very
‘nece: sars "1t wasnot only ‘beceuse they-.are ‘Talling into the: CP’
; :trap, but: becaune, desplte belng 1ntellectuals, they rezd-not"
L Marx obutiwhets R, Folme Dutte says Merx says,: with' the Tesult. :.:
' thatvthat: editor (Taylor) presented a.vulgar matérialist: aaalnst
" 'whom. it was.eaBy to argue,.2)That he ned not even read my - NIy
pamohlet 80 his concern thnt since countrics were nninduatrial;
1zed in Afrlca, "I.would: not be: "interested"-—-and’ I read-outi: "7
. . the peragreph "A pecple mature ‘enough to fight for. its rreedom
. As'mature enough to take destiny into its. own hands, . " )Finsllv
“‘for Humenlsts'es they call. themaelves, not cne word was ‘mentiloneé
by them , now-thet I plaved Harxist EY manism es. the on1J 20this:
¢l humanism,” One of the =sslatents csme up, -es did many RS
“others, seying that I'wes "brilllent" and Mif I hzd been-1ln -
. .@peech as- I was. in summatlon,"thev would have been for me,:
P My reply wee: I never wouldhave mpde the summatlon as. the:
v speech because your eporovel wculd- have meesnt nothlng you . ’
wouldn't have undevatood it if you had not rirst been’ Fompelled
to. undératand. Conmunism as sState~cepltellsm and as. the' thlng
" that keeps you lmprlsoned. (Incldenta2lly the llterature’ .
table was anory becasuse our stuff sold better then’ thelra--
1" I hed hod a ddzen MEF, they would easlly have: teen sold
but_I_only had 1, 12 paophi&ts and abcut 20 papers, gnd =~
names ‘and addrenses ol those who uantrd to hear. more pﬂd be.'”
rput oy malling list, ete,ete,)

: Onlv 2 other meetings Will I dererite here of the
--;Lo":don r'rou,) bceaum of wmy "IC"d to "m*r‘_y- Elrat and Héé




.nguporuanu--uhc talk Before~the des Lﬂ‘cn,t"nnch.' Ihpy wern
‘palnters--5% of them, which is about e 1/3rd of -tha t local'ls:
membership, ‘and I -belleve one of the. fTinest’ turncuts theyqever

. hed, " It is the.only. plece thst was interested. in hearlng

“the Ametrisan’ workers, and 1t 1s-on tnat’ that I spoke. . The

7~ questlons on’ Au*omatlon,_wblch they are- not yet ccnfronted with,
‘showed . thkey bellcve the American workers' ‘attitude, and.not’ ‘those
ol enstneers ‘and “labor turecsuer-ts. that Automation will™ brlns'"
‘the' millincum.j The enti-lzbor 1aws weethe next -polnt.:ef fLer-theos
‘of wages and concitloneo‘ labor, - -When I ‘Bot toey ‘bregk: ddwn’ that
‘$3.2) an hour for "lowest” steel workers into. the deys tnpy'work
the. Hrice, ete; - thoy were qulte convinced 1L there ‘&8 any:'goldx
on:'the streets .of Americe, "1tis’ not where:any: workers 1live
Butmost important el a2ll was the interest-in NEWS: & LF“”“Rb_
the wish-to get it regularly (They not only srabbed upall-th
~‘eopleg there, but voted -tc make.a dcnution 4o Nals atnext. meeting-
U they were zn hour late iun ad journing, theére was go muh” internst)

‘. of that

“-and-they peally do *ntend to wr*te for the Er*tiah paze--I & Aure

: ) "I'11 dezerite : '
e . The other meeting/(l "lesve out . the one fcr the Pablc*te
“of all things) these with Nichecl Kldron. dltho "1tls not without:
1ts’ 1mportance. and those for "aAdvance” and. -z Tew cuhe s) 18 the
~Bor the ILP, which has long been desd on lts feet. ~This branch
‘generally has about 6-10, Hesrly 60 showsd up to this cne;’ and .
© sinece there weren’ 't any seats stood the whole 2 ‘hours,” The-
i.stupldities of thzt leadership 1s seen by the -fact that whlle he’
.sarowed -his surprise’ and seid he had never seen go many before, he
“8t111 attributed it to "ihe advanced" people who would Yeducatie'
the workers, So herei too I -sald I wWas appreclative of, the platform,

":bhey gave we, =te, but I must- teke time out to eritlcize thelr

'leaflet. at .electlion tlme, for 1t surely does not: qurprlse ‘me they
-'got ‘only 168 votes, ” It socunded 1ike & Stalinist front! [0f course:

" they are breave EPd are zgainst vapitells,, thelr caoitalism. ‘That.
“used to be sufficlent. . Lut now you must aisc say. wnere you’ stand
‘ip s . world divided ketween two world maBses, of cspital—-America'-

" &né Ruasia, ané when all the slogans just heppen to parrot Stalinist”

- -“line snd .not .a word afFainet Ruselu, why should s EBritish worker .
~not think 1t is put up by nussia,.tney toc are amalnst British
sscapltalism.. ; . . L

| " The: discus°1on was very 1ive1v, esbeclally on”tne
'part .of the youtli; ILP hes none so thosze who-cage dld-not come
o for "ILP but for M&F aswss’ indeed seen by the friends I made .’

:'1afterward(l) There 18 a possikbility now of o German . editlon;.:

“one person there who i1s German la willing teo becoze llterary, agnnt

. for it end try. He is enthusliastle and thinks it could come outi-in

a paper editlon and thus te smuggled. in your coat pocket to East I
“Germany! I Gare not te that optimistle, but it is the first chance
.. ever opening up: rot 2 slncle group . cn the interastlonsl scene hes:
connections in Germany. 2)Another youth who 1= connectcd wlth
“Nuclear Disarmament con@ 2 sort oi cowbinetion of psciflem and. :
" direct sctlonlism is 1nterested encugh to have followed me around wapr O
ever since end will come to the meetling FW-la calling of the few . .
“around hilm . to sum up the stay and seewhst can be d:us when I leove, -
I musty end abruptly--scrry--gerhaos I"l sve n ehence Lo contloue ™
when i- rct,urn fl'")!.‘ Monoheat o, oty (o s :




g De.a.:.l.:‘ "_Friends o

“'374)Einally:they vant all and every thing I ever wroteﬁonfmegrbf'~ U

' _Td]the REs (Copy to mess, bW, . ncShane) ; e ‘ '

woonre T T will limit myself to the description. only-of the
Africa Forum meeting and the final one with the close ones’becau

. A'm taking for granted that rrank will write: the ‘suamation: of \my

.~ Buropean. tour up. T I T T e Ty PR T

ol T e Africa Forum was no mass. meeting like UIk, but

it was.theé most exciting and, outside of the ‘trades union’local
tnéjmoat-proletariapiand_useful.:,There‘Were'aboutﬁZE,Qha}fn i

; and hald white, the half Lhat were Arricens oy far the most i
important. . The 6 That are the execubive: afe’ evidently.divided

~ betweer. snigeria and Ghana, and The 5 Ghanians-are divided by 2

27 peing mon-critical and one very critical of wlrumsh. -All were. &’}
.~ bit wary before they iavited me~~in fact they had told ¥rapk before

P

C-meeting me they didngt think they could arranse’ a meeting for me
‘but after one met me, they went aloag with iv. Even 'so, on the! >
.. very eve they still were conbérned?that'a.white:snouldjbe,critiqal;
. ofthe leadership. of the African. revolutiou and, as you kpow, the

-~ title they gave the lecture_was'“Amepicans=of?3fricap"Descept,“;
’ : L began my. talk by -sayingi was glad as to the title

j:bécausefit'thég.alléws me 0 speak of the ~mcrican Negro.and o

" the african Revolution. w~hile the sbeech 'was b0 w on. ac2ricaand
. 405 on Afriecs, the discussion was after all almost complately:on i
; Afrieca, so that my summation followed that line too, and we edded
by being ‘in the most: fraternal relations possiblel “'I'n be-precise
+. LJlhey want to be salesmen botn for gigell, mel, and African pamphit
T2k rhey want us to write for their journal, african Yutlook, . ;and

o will write for nEWS & LETTERS N AT R
.. .2)They voted walso to try to issue as pamphlet With poth my iw
Jon wavid walker <a little note oy themselves, rceproducing Ugvid
 Walker's Appeal. (Com. mcShane, please note: Ting. out printing -
- .costs of 'a. 76 pp pamphlet and drop S. Omuoo, 12 Horton. House, .
..dondon, "8.%,9 rates on it, saying I ‘askadyou to-do sol ). on

“‘question, ‘and-of course also wish to hear from UD as editor of nwl
.fn f fo fﬁThey certaiﬁly didh't~exﬁecﬁ.to'like'a'wﬁi%é:%ﬁétghﬁéﬁ
and-the first thing the foliowing morning I zot a ecdll from tlem .-
(1788 %0 how very pleased they were to have gives me the forum,"learna

. '80. much-and made such a]goud_friegd," . S Ny

P woW L will skip to the group here. K# i8S of course’,
magnificent and everyone from friends o enemies (the little radien’
- Sroups including G1iff who were Jjust bucrning up ‘with jeaiousy that: -
“he wagable: 'to secure so many places for me, £s5p. ULR that they are

‘3. always after) recognizes what u plece ciwork he had done in putting:
3 sarxist-dymenisw on the Bpitish nap. - Ayound him are 4-6 X Londemer:
- In my various talks, L was aple to pick up people who had 'followed .
me around from meeting to meeting emcluding vimy roung who did not

"w;appear-atuthis one &1 doubt he'll be ary rood to us) and. 4 of these

were present and one who is German and wants to handle German o
‘edition, andan indian i believe will definitely Jjoin as waywist
numatiists and one from uyirect Action Feace aroup will collaborate.
very closely. AlL voted for work around i, s, and intt'l.info, -
durcan--so now there is definitely a BGro o Wi 1m 8 land and 14 .
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October 30, 1959

" To the REB (éopiéa to Bess, FW,.MbShane).

Dear‘Friends. -

T will limit mysslf to the dascription only of the Africa Fcrum

'-e'meeting and tne final one with the close ones becauvse I'm_ taking fo

5ranted that Frank will writa the summ'tiun of my European tour up.

Ths Africa Forum wes no masa meeting like ULR, but 1t was the ‘mos b

exciting and, sutside of the tredes union loecal, tbe most proletarian:®i
-and useful, : There vere abmut:25, half black and hylf white, the half
that ‘were Africans by far the gost important, - The 6 that are the exe-
cutive are evidently divided between Negeria and Ghana, and.the 3
. Ghanlans are divided by 2 belng non-critieal and one very critlcal. of
Nkrumah. .~ All vwere a bit wary before they 1nv1ted me i~~~ 1ln fact they

had told Frank before meeting me they didn't think they esuld airrange
a meeting for me, but after one met me, they went along with 1t, . Even
80, on. the very even they 8t111 were concerned that a white shﬂuld be-
cerlticasl of the lsaders ip of the African revolution and, as you- knnW‘
the title they gave thp Iecture was. "Americans of Af"ican Descent.,._

‘I began my talk by saying I was glad as to the title because: 1t
“then allowe me to speak of the American Negre and of the African Revo-
lution. While the apeech wns 60% on Aderica and 40% on Africe, the
. discussion was after all almost completely on Africa, 80 that ny
- summatlion - followed that line too, and:ﬂe-ended by being in the most.
fraternal relatlons poasible,  To be preciszet: 1) They want to: ben—«
saleamen both for M&F, N&L, and African pamphliet, 2) They want-us to
write for their: Journal African Outlook, and will virrite for Hews and
Letters, 3) They voted also to try to 1ssue a8 pamnphlet . with both my
TW on David Walker and a little noite by themselves, rapreducing David
Walker's Appeal. 4) Finally they want all. and everything I ever:wrote
on Negro question, and of course alsc wlsh to hear from CD az edltor
of N&L. ' : L IR

- They certainly didn't expeot to like e whito that much and the. .
first thing the following merning I zet a call from them as to how NHK»&
vary pleased they were to have glven me the forum, "learned so much and
made sucha good friend," :

~!

Now T will akip to the group here;, TFW 18 of course magnificant anw-
everyone Irom friends to enemies (the little radical groups including gg
Cliff who were Just burning up with Jealously thst he was able to. secure;
8o many places for me, esp. ULR that they are always after) recognizess:
what & plece of -work he had done in putting Marxist Humanism on the ;.
British map. Around him are 4-5 E. Londeners. In my. varlious telks, I
was able to plek up people who hzd followed ma around from meeting . -
to meeting (excluding Jimmy Young who did not appear at this one and -
T doubt he'll be any goosd %o us) and 4 of theses were present and ons
who 18 German and wents to handle German edition, and an Indian I bew
lieve wlll definitely join as Marxist Humanists and one from Direch
Aption Peace Group wlill collaborate very closely, All voted for work
around NiL, and Aint'l info. bureau -= so now there 1ls deTinitely a.
group both in Secstland and 1n England = the rest will depend on theome Cead
selves and conslstent work. O, yes, how could I have forgotten! Anothor:
5 proletarianv will work on same lines although they are of’ "Advanoe“

group. | . _ | | Yours, R 9468
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- Todny I gaw Franoois Fejto and it
‘turps out that I had been invited (an invitatiom
that gzot lost scmewhere in Am.Express in Italy ¢
or London) to participate in a aollogquium held -
in Belglum:on Cct.25th on the Hupgarian Rev. 1
would  have besen happy to have cut one of mxy.
-mtgg (this 1s 8 Ger. typewriter so I do not know
~what keys I*11 hit) in Britain to have atternded
But the important point is that the invitaiion
had baen extended, and that we. are known to the-
Hungarlan revolutionuries abroad, -~nd thera . is
no question thai. that 1s not ths snd, but the

" begipning of a relationship. I do not lnow
whether X convexyto gou how int. we reallz ars
and our contributions to svery phase from -
-Hangary to Afrlea 13 +the Harxist contribution.
Sinea it 1s now. turning out thet Parlis which
wes to have been & "rest" is once, &geln mtgs,

‘T have no chance to elatorate, b but I do want
to say of Chalieu group that that toa las not
1cst.

Although 1 had deoidec rot to con-

’“tact in view. of their past asctions, the "per-.
‘gonal® note ‘I drovved to.the student Bess met =
last year and the eall to Mothe Ba & worker -
has brought results, so that today I not only
met thexz too and had = preliminarz understand-
ing, but Cheunlieu znd others zre making = -
formal mtg. apd since I had no avenings left
they begged me to change ny ticket which they
are -now trying to do zo that 1'm a dagy . late-

for }¥ilan but I think it is most important
-because sursly if there has been o change, as I
believe there has been, it is importan+ that -
this Xey country in W8 be not omitted Irom
ralations. '

The oousing tco are workings out
nicely as "contacts® which I likewise did not
expect, so £ll in =11 it will be = very packed
4 days plus having already taken up my¥ time
on return boat as I promissd an article by Nov
20th, I will write to Saul separately to heln

D epare gsome of the research d1 gpugt he '11




