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The Johnaon-Foreot Tendency submitted its 'reoolu~ion pa~ned "t ~ ts 
.National Conference •f July So-6, 194?, to the P.O. of the W.P. ·on lfed.~••da.v. 
July 9 •. On Thursday, July'lO, at a mooting of the p,o. or the W.P., the P.O. 
passed the·follcwing resolution: . .. . . ·. 

. '• 1. The P.O. rejecto th.e Johnsonit• re~ueot.' for a transfer from 
the W.P. to the s.W.P. as a cowardly evasion of a responsibility which ie 
.that of the John•·m faction alone Md no an attempt to ahift. the. task of 
_IilBldzlg ·a de'Cision from the· shoUldi,ra of .the Johnson factio.n; where 1 t pro:perly 
belongo;.to the party leadership • 

; z:· ~he Secretariat is authorized· to drn.w up, in tho name of the 
P.O. and for the Bubinission to a referendum vote of. the Nation&'l. Oor.imi~tee &. 

sta.te~ent on· the resolution of the· Johnson faet.io~." ·· ·· · '. 

.· . 

On Friday, rcpresentat'ives of the Tendency saW repreBent.e.tiv'es o! 
the s.W.P. They had been supplied with copies of the July S Resolution 
after it had been submitted to the W.P. :The ~,epr.esentatives of the S.W.P. 
e%pressed themselves as willing to consider favorably the application of 
the_· JoMs·on-Forest Tenaeney for uni;fieation with the:i.r :party. In eo-_ d"ln.g, : .. _ ... /;. 
ihey were merely reaifirJI.lilll; 'Whaii ·hud be6n· fQr a._lcng ·t!r:~a. .their politfc&l;.: -~~~,_:~/jj-~ 
ev~~ua.ti.on of the Johnson-F .. rest Tendency. The s.~T.P., ·while 'ffieeiill;. in·. , .... ".'i 

i.~;~epii!~u!~ t~ ;:~f~:~i~~· c::~~~;e~~. :di!;l~~a.r!rt~s ~· .. :~:n:~~~~!t~otn.its . .·<~; • ;>.: ...... ,1 
for~ the: moVement as .a whole~ ~his -coincided: with the ·desire -O{.the Joh."ls.on-.. · ·-.·~~-::';~ 
Forest Tsndency for llll interil'!.period of about eig.>,.t weeks d,uri~ )dhl.ch.'it · ', .·.· ·•:J';k:?•i 
would prepare itself to car_ry out the d'3cisions of ita N'atio:ilB.l.OonfereriCe. -~-- .~ ·<:;:~-<~:.·;~ 
~~\~~~~~~~:Forest Tendency, July 14, sent the- :following letter. to the :P;C~ ' _;.~]?,~~ 

. rftou ha~e reJected Oui· request· :~or· a, t'ransf-ar ·Of . m~~be·rRhip ··frem ·.··.•-,·,· .. : .. '.~~.;:··:,':.:_~.· ... :.~,;.:·~·-: 
the W.P. to the S.lT.P. 'as a cowardly·eva3ion· cf a. responSibility which is . --" 
that. -of the :jahnson faction ·B.lvxie .1 · · · . : .· · :" ~ ·_. · .:· -·· · -- . · · ·;·. ~--:-·f~·,~::~~~~ 

· "It seems impossible to make political ideas penetrate throut;h · , ..... ;;)! 

:..;::~~n:~~.f;;~i.§:~h~~rllili;::1::~::;:~·:::~- ········.···········; ...•.. : ...•. ,~ .. -.·· .. : .... 'l·:··:,;,.':i.:··.·~:.~,· 
This severs our connection with the W.P. During the perio<i in 

which we shall briDg to a disciplined close our seven yeara· in the W.P., 
we piopoae· to publish thin Weekly -bulletin for our .caucue membership and ·our · · -i·_ -~ 
close s:fml>athi~ers at l\ome and abroad. . · · .. . · ' :· ·,.·:}:~ 

First ot all, this 1s. an .internal 1»111etin and not a public Journal: ·, · ,.,,,~ 
. of any kind:·· .We do not proposs to give informtior. or ci> mment on any public , .. ' .j"~ 

affairs.··· ~hat ie the business of politicaJ.··pa.x-ti~a and 1ndependent··tendeilc1es ·.· .·.>.·_·._.:·~.~:~.~ 
tr.: neither of whicli category we belong. Neither is it our intention to · ~.~ 
corry on political· controvsrsy wi.th the current public 11o:a tics of either tho ',! 
w.i>. or the .s.w.P; .'or other Trotskyite St:OUps. OUr main ii=Po•• is to pre-' . . _,..,,_ 
pare our membership for the cerl';,"i!lll: out of the decisions of· the National. ;,. fi~: 
00nference,·- 'and··secbndarily, to keep them intorroed S.R to _what 1B taking.. .' :.,;:; 
place among the international tendencies' which ·subscribe to the general :: ·~.·/.i~ 
principles of Trotskyism, particularly instfar ae they affect the· future ... 
political course and organl.zational pl!Uls o! the J<>hneon~:i!'orest Tendency. . . •·. ·:::>;.v 

.·: ,,_, .. :';;94;§:~;~~~ 
. ·_~;::--,::.;-:_:;;.)~gr~~ •, .. ~. 
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We can best sum up the decisions of the National Conference bw 
moans o£ extracts from the Resolution itself: 

As always,- we govern our strategic co!J.rse by international· 
considerations: 

"~ho Inte~national is hereby warned that. £ow tasko before it 
ar• oore important then the Political clarification e.nd organizational . 
solution .r the mizere.ble situation to l·tlllch · th• American movement has been 
reduced. ·~he W,P. which hns playe~ so Jdschievouo a role in the United 
States ha& now unmistakably shown that it has alr6ady transferred its 
operations to the international field, ~Y the samovegue end ~venturous 
politics combine~ with sharp organizational attacks, which have characterize~ 
it in 1940 end 1945-1947, it seeks now to build support for itself abros4. 
~he Internationul should not be deceived u.r the political b~nkruptcy of the 
W.P. into believing that it still does no~ hnve great cap&cHy for disruption 
at home and abroad. The 'centri~al tend~ncien 1 1~ the Ir-terDation&l 
have .alrea~ received substantial suppor~ free the W.P. and the infinite 
~justability of ita opportunist politics is always at the beck and call 
of ita organizational needs." (page S) 

The organizational C?nclusion frorn thi~ is expres9ed as follows: 

"The world'eituation end the· polHic:il poaitiono of the Minority 
~ l.2ll<; demanded thnt the Minorit~ align itself with those eleme!lto i!l the 
C.I.O, which are in opposition to the proponente of the theory that th•· · 
proletariat is today permeated ~'ith democratic illusions. ~he 1breauoratic 
collect:1.vista 1 and the retrogresaiohists of all ntripes ar~ ~:Y.·trsmd for~:~JL-n£ 
this type of subjective politic.U thinking which constiht•s the greatest· 
danger to our movement today. 11 (page. 7) . · . · : 

On the natiqnal scene we Pave a 'clearl~ defined orientation: 

"(~he Minority) hereby declal'es that ~ts maio. purpose now is to 
devote its energies tc~<ards the bnild!ng of the revolutio:.ary party ]U: 
rlnniM workers .!aiQ.lli ~. It believes it to bA _th.e ~iuty_of' nll rev-':' 
oluti~?nal:-ieo in th~ United S_ta.tcG te:. be hostil~:~. ~et1vely to t~- Weoccu,Patit:J 
with-internal· discussion and .. the ~rlnning over of: groups of !t'rbtskyitea from -
one point. of view to another w! thin the. PIU"ty or rival pa1•ties, Thie tyPe · 
o:f politics, is_, at th:f.s sta.ge, .!:M, ~~.of thE> Cevelo·oment sri. tha ·· 

· ~ jM revolutionary Jllltly .l.ll the Uni1!§ ~ l!l!9, $ill k._trace£. M,nillJ' 
1Q. ~ .lJi&lj; !Ji revolutionary -perspectiv~. Contrary to. the bel~•fo of .: 
petty-bourgeois arrOgance and lGilol·ance. penGtrution into the· \o"Ork!:!rs 1 

movement end W.lieu de!IIBnds not a loweri"€ 'b-~t a heightening oi' the theoret- . 
ical level of the cadres, particularly in the Unitod St"tes.. ~·or the 
Johnson-Forest Mi~ority this means that such theoretical- activit;r .must 
be aimed against the bourgaoisis E~d against the encD!es ot 3olshevism for 
the consolidation end the rltllu.!l!! .•ducat ion !if.. the ~. and th~. ll.Qrkere, 
~he Johnaon-Foreot Minority proposes for itself n• ita next step the taek 
of integrating itself in the ~.W.F, It ~<ill se•k to !earn fror;, their 
experiences, _to penetrate always more deeply tnt:o the mass prolatarinn 
movement and to !.q§1 ·tha ideas thnt ll developed .!!l!!:!n.: !hi ~ Y!!!lll, 
ll21 .111. If factiqn .!n !M .!l!lll!!WI!.2.!! .Qi. theges,...l!!l.~ in~ Sl.rui.§.U comrnC.ely · · 
aosoeiation !2.1: the .!<!ll!!!!lQll !Mk !If.. •;rl.nniru: ~lE !h!! lliL.::Jlx, n (page 9) 

Subject to the above, the Tend4lnoy ho.f; uJ.no a . .!o:pt:Ollll tao~ tf 
perform in ~egard t~ its own past ~u tts ~ture: 



l
~t.'·;~''''":"'"::-:.,-·;·~··' .,.'l,-,-.-,,~~~~'' ·c>·~·,~-~ 

;:.: "As a reeult of the devolopmen~s in the class strugtrle arid , ...... II: 
· result of six years of constMt struggle in the W .P., the John•c>n-.Vorest · 

1
···.:,:,. ·r., Min.?!:i.t:r, while acting nlw..-

1
s as loyal

1
, 'devoted ~d dl.th' scipl'inied .=~Dlbers of· 

, I the n,P., has develoned cons stent poe tiono on ~1 •• quest ons o! tile·· 
r·. · revolution ana the cOunter-revolution •r oUr epoch, :;articruln.rly tn 'regard 
t· to th.e United States, The international. cocc:ades fo1· the most part, J:a.ve 
,c:.., seen fit to ignore them and, even on an international scale, as late as 
i January 1947, have be on concerned 'rl th the Minority only in giving "it ad\"ice 
L to split, The Minority is not deterred by this, but ao a completion ot ·, 

si:x: years of worltd-Ji t is now engaged in publishing· documents, new ~d old, ., 
embodying its political ideas and e~erienoeo, including a balance shsst of 
its seven years in the W.P. and a fundamental docW!ent on its reviei~n cf 
Trotsky's position on the Russian qu8st1on in the context of the pr9sent 
perspective of proletarian revolution." (page 9) 

The Internal llulletin will do it• best faithfully to asslo t tho· 
Tendency and its friends to carry out these tasks and others legitimately 
allied to them, 
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We shall publ1.sli in n few weeks as full an J•ccount of' 'the '1'idhonai·;· · , 
Conference as possible, 'For. the tims being, <!.t is suffic!ent to say tlia.~ \he····/, 
Conference held three sessions: l) The Saturcta:r, July 5, session at ••liic'!t . "•. 
the political line em'bod.i,Cd ~;, the llesolution was disO)lssect: · 2) the Sund,ay · . ·· """•~'"" 
morning Executive se'aaion at \'tP,icli·the immediate organizational implementa.tion 
ci the political line waswpriCed out; end J)', the S1!J1day afternoon session. 
at wl-..ich there was discu.ssinn on \'That was entitled the Trade Union question. 
This was le~·by ce,.tnin delegati>'s .who had. specially :>>:epnred to do so, but 
all present, ·delegates, membern arid symp!ithizere wez•e free to take part and 
many did so. Veterans of t~tEmty Years standing in the· revolutionar:r or . 
labor movement agreed that they have never yet taken part in so s~tisfactory 
a. conference, ar.d all wer~. of ~~ opizrl;on ~hat the Trade Unio~ diccuesion 
was tbr;, climax o~ the Conference. · .. · 
. . . ' ... 

That thi a \'las so was not due to a.n;~t naive enthusiasm but wa:e a.· 
fitting end to pne peri~d of develo~nt of the Te~dency and the beginning of 
what we. ell felt to be a nV\>r and deci~ive stl.l.g~ •. · 

· As had been fully qiscussed in the first session, the Te~de~cy 
had for many months been aware that the fir3t ~tage of ita develtprnent had 
dome t• a cloSe. It had been engaged for yeare in the elabOration of its 
thooret1.cal'posi ti~ns. 'l'hi;; had not 'been dona !ill:Linl:; from books, l'&twlui.ions,:· 
ebc-. · Our analyses- tf contemporary society h..1.d led us to· the conclusion · 
.that to dey politics haS reached a. 'at age \'/here it tnlst ... oe rooted in "r:rioduotion · . 

.. to a degree ~mpossible bei•re. Our theQretical analyses thorefora "''el'e · · · ·. 
constantly checked, initiated, stimulated and develoBed by .the careful·. 
oOservationa bY the prolatarians_in our Tende.ncy of the workers'· among l'lhi:nn·
tbe.,v worked. ·:.Withtut the recent u_psurge of the Americnn.·proletru.·ie.t, .in -so 
~,important zoeopects the most advanced in. the \'rorld, .and th~ close 
observntion and analysis of it b<.r co .... nd<>s trainod in the fund8lll8ntals· of .. 
MarXism, it would· have bGen imponaible for u~ to solv~ in outline, as it 
~tare, ·some of the problems.we have s•lved. But· once· the basis of this·\<rork 

· was done, the Tendsncy became increaoingly iCIJ'ellod to de.,.ote, its whol&· . 
ener'gies 'to thB :~~ak •f seeking to -Wlil worke~s to the _movement on t~.:p_asis _'_ 
o! · thtt' preliminary. education 11e- had ·ao painfully:-acquired. : Gnr theories 'now· 
had to prove themselves in life 1n concrete.aotion.nnd results. !he 
proletarian e1eme~s am•ng u.S, oome Of them Ali\Cng qur. Z!M?S.t,' devoted cadres~ 
were pnrticularly emphatic that they were tired of discussing t\le. bacbmrd-

. ness of the American proletariat, The,p;oleta:iat' l:tself, by its de.mands 
for a. general strike had not onl~· conf1rmed our prognoses made' many months 
ago and igQored or sneered at by the W,P, Majority. It had warned us that it 
wanted revolutionary leadership. · 

W:l th our tJoli tical decision behind us, the Trade Union 3.iscussion 
marko::. the beginning- of a new stage for us, We shall print in the lhllletin · 
some of the speecheo and all the comments made, ThiR Trade Union question 
·1a one of the two topics which. we· have recommended' to the tendency for ad~ 
uoational diaoussion during ths coming eight weeks. In ·the course •f the 
naxtcfew weeks we hope to have accumulated a mass of material aa a gcod 
basis for the discussion, The speeches and our published documento.will 
show that we nre mainly ooricer~ed at this stae,e, not so much with.minor 
policy, as with how to underata.nd and elicit the instinctive re'"Ol\\t1.en$.etl!.' 
of tho .Amdrioan workers and to tl•anslate it into concrete political ;policies. 
Inextricably intertwined with this for o11r worker oadros and intelleotualn, 
1a writiilg for the press or talking to workers in suoh a. way that the 11orkero 
~-i~'· £~._·,_ t.-:.: -~·:·.: ·:)··-:.: :.-.:. •::au ·.·~. :·:.. ~~~:it·~· ·.4~\. ·c,-;~-.. 1\'.'J·!:.:·.:..· ... :-:'.~"--..:-~~.-:• 
:;-t'i.{.E\ · ·"'~"~ tuo ~fo.i;.•u.u of 1, ,•· .. ~ ~; ... .r .1': ~ ... ~~.~f- .• '·1. ~~··'"'-'·:~.::.~ :.·"v::J!·~: .. !..c.·.':..~V .. 
rAactlo<lc ·· ' · · ~! · · 

•• ' ' '··~ _!?:_: ••• · .. · .• . : ' 
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will feel that the P,.per and the party are theirs and ultimatsl.Y·r~ach th~ · · 
eta&e where two thirds of the paper is filled with thsir revolutionarr 
reactions to ths daily oonor~te.ptruggle. 

!!!he followin;i ·speeches are rep~oduced much as they >n!re made and· 
do not represent any organized policy although thsy hB.v .. a certain clear. 
orientation. 

Speech delivered to the Johnson-Forest Tandency1 s Na·tional 
Conference, Jllly S, 1947, by : l1Al'l11§l of Los Angelea: 

11~ years ago I came into the socialist m!>VeJment with one thoug:ht 
in mind and only one thought. ! dide1 t r.ave any ideaa of becoming a 
professional revolutionist. I still don•t have~ such ideas . 

• 
J.ly only purpose ln entering irito the movement was and is 

liberation of ths proletariat. · · 
ths 

" 
.•;; 

.For· two years I have eeen factional fights after factional fight~~ 
:Each side trying to convince the other while the workers keep inoving ·forwo.rd, 
~!any ti..,s, believe me. I':t'elt like throwing in the to~<el; yea, """Y hmea;· .• 
I -have had the urge of stopping out ·an.d letting everythir.g go to hell •. · .... • 
Why didn1 t. I1 ·llecause I have come to ths oonclusion.thet ll!Y firet dutY: is· ·.···.-:-···c:• •. 
that for which I joined the party in the. first place. · · · ' · 

. . . - . .. '• '',. 

Who is to be ths judge of all these political·idea.sT !!!he·: 
Shechtmenites or the s.w.P. or. ths Jehnsonites? · No. · 

~e only Judge will. be 1 the '10rl:ers .' 
,· 

. .. I .know it is 'better to go to th~ proletariat with "the ~ight.':.~··'··~·: • .'.· :,\;J;~~:~'~J} 
politioal, id:eas, ln>toi '!>elieve if the line is not' right, the Workers' . 
change it. Aa long.as you have faith in the proletariat, you are on the 
right .road, Revolution without the working. cla.ea wiu··never coma.' . . ' ' . . 

r • •• • • .· ., . ,_· . ,_~, '· , . 

. • be years ago i: took a blind jlllllp into the radical movement;·· . •· . 
. lllind because I· dide1t know what it wa.e· all about. I' had never beft>re beard' .·:·: ·.;:.·"·' 

of the W.P. or the 'I.W.P., but. I 'saw in this group indications that they · · ·· 
Wanted. to do somet·hing about· the class st~e. " · · -

For· two years I.have seen the party which I joined, put into 
actl:.on none of the beliefs which in my mind they had promised to do. 

I ea.me to the Conference with my mind made up a.ga.inst the. sp:J.i.t, 
because I am . for unity a.nd 1 a.m for unity not beco.uoe I love to see big . · 
oro-wds, I am tcr unity only because I see ,the n.eoo1Sai~y·or the pl'ol.&'\'l:t·~~-t. .
for a llolshevik party. ' .. 

and try 
fighta. 

Comrade Johnson saya the faction is ready to go''into ~tha mn•c•u . 
to do something about socialism,' instead of carrying •n .ro.ctiona: . 
!!!hot's whet I hove been arguing should· be !lone· all along.· :: 

. '• 

. :·· 

/ 
I 

i 
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I don't ca.re whether -it'. :is the W.P;, the·S.W.P~ or .bY ouroelves, 
but let 

1 
s go out end really try to g-.Ude the workers in the direction in 

which they a.re going.• · .. , 

Speech delivered to the Na.tiolll\l Conference of the Jolll)Jro,.. .. 
Forest ~endency at. the Trade Union session, July 6, 1947, by Philip Rocano: 

"In the past !~fty years only one effective Bolshevik Party has 
been built in any of the great count1'ies of Europe and America cii· ':ror tllat 

·matter 8D31fhere. The W.P. has failed·to find the basis on which to build the 
Eolehevik Pa.rty in America. 

We have our analyses Of a..givan society on the produetH:m .~J. ~;!cit 
relations and not· on property.relatidna, That is where we differ from tha 
W.P. and from the s.W,p, both. It io necessary to. find the basis in·. the 
wrkere for the building of the llolshevL'<: Pa.rty. This basis lies ·in the 

."sOcial relations of. produc.tidn, i.e.. the· contradiction betw.ecn worker end· 
-~hine as it is tod.a,y.. For years, capitaliat control of pro.ductiOn baa · 
.built_ up a t.remendous hostility and. explosive fore~ in tho worker. He is 

. · siCk: to deAtl>·cif his life as he. lives it to·aey. It is this tremendous. 
:f'ora8 'which ·ra ·a.t ·the bottoiol of 811 dynamic movements mdde 'bj.-·'the WOrkers. 

' . . - ' . ' 

•;.· .. · _.. . . :· .Trotsky lri270tc that in _order to reach the Amel~-ican worker we 
· •.. -~st. knOW -liow.he fh'oinkp whi~ey; eats, .'Gleeps and lives. · 

; . •, . . . . .. : ;. -~ ; ., , '·· ·. . .. .: · ... ·.' . 
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'I 
. , Explosions in the 'ohbp 'by. va.riov.s individual workers. at 

moments are but an indication of the whole. T}~s whole assumes. i 
iVe 'expression in 'the. big strikeo. . ·. ';' 

. . ~-

Workers m ve a habit 'of expressing ·in one way something which ' , , 
bothers th£inJ. U~ua.lly this· me.ni:7e~t.o.t~on i.s no~. the true exprt3ssion or· "'hat··· 
really bothers the:n. , · ·. . .. -· . . . · ... 

. . lf~r~ers put up''i. ·barrier ln the shop ·;.g!linst fellow workere. It 
· is only through ·outSide aoo1al intercourse that this liarrier 'is- broken .dawn. 

!rhe ~asSure in th!· :r~tory ~der.ca.pitalism are enormouti. . . 

'One fact we' heve:au recognized i.s the antin~ed •mall att.e~~c~·. , , 
at .Uniou ll!eetings. ~his' ,inuat ·be dealt· with, · The· imder~'ing. reason !or, .this:: . 
condition· must ,,be brought -into the·. open to &1\17,• ap anot~r lio.se for the · · 
proper evaluation of our· taSk. In ~ opin!on~ _ the workers Whom we are,. 
trying to reach are. not thene few a.ctiv!_sts >'lho attend unien func'ti_Ons· and 
make up ·the core., On the contrary it is in. the vast arena of the rank: and 
file where lies th:e. future revoluti6nary worker cadre. . . . ' .. 

. • JI~der_ the pre~ sure of events,: wa have time and itgain seen the 
.. . ac_tivist .gr.oup_ rec?il from them&ss movement or the workers. ~ pressure 

of the bourgeoisie reaches an explosion in thet>, ..• · 

, . It. is' necessary to bring a concept or social· theory to the. 'W'Orb:ers · 
.based,pn their own experiences. It is· neceosary. to _oono~et1ze the--: theoret-
ict<J. to actUal work::tn the trade .unions and the building o::f', tho,pa.rty. ,-.,,.,,~:/"" . . ' . . ·:. ' . : 

!!!he Negro quoation is a dynamic one. It :to' clear• 'that any 
approa~ to the· Negro worker IIBI.at be of. tha most .profoundly rovolut1t:uir;• · 
nature. !!!he Negro re8J.1sea he is at an impasae. ·The union do-s not n•lve 
his problet18. , · · · ·--

t~~~~~{~;, 1.'---~~>:.· ,.,_ .. '. ,. __ ... _.._. 
. : :.. ~ . I' ; 
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During the 1800's the Ne8ro struggle in the. _soU.t!l r~ae~(hi~;r. 
tenus proportions. The whltes 'were continuaUy alerted to· possi:bl.e,l!~o · 
uprisings·. They lived in constant feiU' and treated any action of ·the ·Uegro 
witli.<'l.olent brutality. · · .. · . .', ... 

Tecla¥ in' the :factory'when a Negro and white wor!ter engage ~n a 
fight, the situation immediately becomes tense. The comPany seizee the 
opportunity thrqugh its stooges to. further diyide Negro vorker from white • 

• 
Someone in ·the' cafeteria dr~ps a bottle at lunch time. i~s 

following on the heels of the battle pr~duces a ouddcn sharp tension and 
silence. It is clear that svents for the moment have bro,tght the multi
tudinous pressures D.!ld divisi .. no to a st:.ddeJi a."l·ti-clinlax4 . The thini pasSes 
over B.Dd chat te1· reaumes. 

It is clear the:t white workers know th• hostility of the !fegro. 
Ho is also aware ·ef hia oppreSsion and lcnows that' the Negro, is capable ot 
drastic actions at any ti~. · 

OUr first task in the factory today is to recruit. wrker revolut-o' 
ionisto. 'l do nol; believe that we"ohoulcl. exhaust. otlrselves by millions of . 

. small. details .. whiCh _gO witl:l_UniOn· •ffic~. ·ne conCePtiOn ·_that_ .w~ __ ms_t 
acquire union· office does not -neces'serilY hold~ We -dJ~sipa~e- vaiu8ble- · .. 
energy in fl-uitless union tasks. · · · · 

· The weekly part;r p~ess- i& 
It must do. a tr9mendouw job 'for'us. 
ot getting.do~'ll recrUits.··· 

',1. 
. . . -;- /:-· ,'·;, ·: ·-._, ·, . 

. When o~ comrades go into a DOl( plant; the paper· sju>uld havo·an ·, 
'-.·issue dedicated to that ·plent letting the workers knnw.-that this .ts. t]u,ir:':: .. 

. paper. !!!hey' should be inYited. to m·ite and contribute. Pur Ollll'aife.o:··lll\i.S·~·.c::·: .· 
be trained in what to look for and 'how to write. on ·a, . '!'he peperclfilL 
the.ti ·f;ive oUr comrades the revolutionary .en~cemep.t WhiOh they-,_need: 

.·which is difficult to fully put aeross during the io'Orl::ing.ciay. · · 

. W e ~ow t~t capitaltst· prod.uct:ton develops· th~ conditionai'i~r 
so9ialism in the :naterial.means of production, We -alrio know, howeve"'; ,.that 
_it. conditions workers philosophically and deve1.opes def.inite soc.1ai.ist1() .. _··.. . . .. 
tendenoie_s. This 1!h~uld be presented systematically from a llarxist ·omalyeb_.:.·· ·, · · ... 
~t: developing, production relatiollll. 

. · . ·In order to begin to understand further what ~ur teak .is; lie ·. 
11111st analyze the various groups · <>£· workero lp. the shop, their relat_ion to. 
each othet' and to the compacy and! union. This must .be examined now. by .. 
comrades in factories wherever they are. 

Following is an analysis of one auch section of the workers. _, 

There 1a in the factory today, a stratUm of warkers who over:a 
period of years have accumulated a high seniority. .!!!hat is, these workers .. ' 
have spent several or more years .in the same industrial plants •. Durin/i. thiii. 

-; ~i_me, _they have observed and experienced various uni_On regi~es •.. ncir8. so·: . 
·than other transitory workers, they have seen union leade.rships develope 
into varioue patterns and. effects. They are aware or the clir.ss 
1st activities of 'the union. Gailgsterism and buree.ucrati'sm.have le'rt. 
hostile. mark on them, This group of workere whioh represent ~ large. ~·ec10>.CI!\ 
Of tho :Airiorioan labor movement, are eapeo~ally aware Of the. rot.tene_s•. 
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capitalist aooiety, ·.~)ley hs.rbor always a deep and abiding natred of the 
indu~trial ruling claso. fhey are wise to its maneuvers, tricks and a~··· 
•t the worqra. At tho same ti~; not lle.ving a tundamontal grasp of t)>e 
ooonomic lave governing society; lliiii1Y balievo that the capitnliet class is· 
all powerfUl. :t'he;v lean more to this conclusion as they see the tt·ade union · 
bureaucracies continua1ly capitulate, 

1hroughout the yesra tho.pro:see ot producti•n has ·been steadily 
working on them. This factor has produced an exploaive latent force.ip 

, theae workers; More than all. the other sections ot the vcrkors. they nave 
bean subjected to a etea~v end uninterrupted education and devolopmen~ by 
capitalist production and bourgeois society, All the ,. contradictions 
are there. • · · 

~heir years of service in one factory have created in them a 
feeling or attitude of.having a vested intereet in tho plant. frJs is 
'eXpressed by other v.orkel-s .thtio: II If ! worked here as long aS you have, I 
would want . h own the :rae torY~ n 

.. !!!he apparent l.nabpi~y. of the union to solve their problems, the 
seeming tremendous ·paWer. of ·~lie boss, have both contributed to making .theae . 
workers .~1,ot~,. end con::;cr\"li~!~G. ·. l·fany···.··.: .1. ~··:· oi. seCti~ns of them bG-· .:,·_-.. 
come out-and-out c~mpaey meii1·. · 

:• . 
. Any comrades who have spent some time in the f'actorhs ~lill 

iniruediatel)l: recognl. •e. thio core .ot high .. seniori ty, long.-time. employed wo:rk<iri).•;,):~~ 
The ·col!JPani·is. fo~Ced to b~ ·lenient in one respect or. another. totra.rdS '"'"""·· 
woi-kers. IIowevet• thin does ·not prevent periodic explosions. 

· '!I'• restate onoe.ali:ain, .tha:se worker~ are .liJOre awEu•e of "tbhe:O.tf!~~.~:1\~~ 
of production and also the.wrotchednesa ot'the bosses than al~ the.o 
job-changing workers. · · 

. . " . . . . . ' ] ~ . 
!!!he p~ty and .the revolutionary. movement in this· country are veri.' .. 

small. lie have little or nq· seniority in the factories and >rill be chopped ' 
o!f e.t tho first hugo lay-offo. In prepai•at:ton for the coming Amer iori.n 
Revolution,· .~e must ·~tach q_adres .~f workera 1-rho al'B, eo to apeak. rooted 
in varioue· factories £or. year~. ~hese are the workers about vhom· I· have 
been spesking; . ,'!rJiey iiiil .lie susceptible to a dynamic revolutl.oilal'y J>ers,pec:t-;.•, 
·iva only .. : · · .,~_·:.-: .: · ' · · 

'!iork~rs who acquire many yeiU's of seniority in B. factory almoe1t 
always hnve acquire<L stock inter~sts. !rhe company deliberately promotes 
sales of collll)3ny stock to· these. t!orkers to put them under tha ill1+sion cf 
part o.wnarship pr ·~nterest~ · 

·······························~· 
!-1~. 
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!rhe attitude of the Jehnltn :.,.;,rest !l!enden~~ .. to the trl'ib: .. 
lfesotiations hao been expressed in' various documents; notably_ the· "Lett~r 
to the Memberohip,' April 28, 1947, Bl\d the Resolution. of-July 5. We 
reproduce be~w some extracts from an authoritative comrade abroud to .the 
leaders of the W.P. He ezpre•ses the opinion o:!' a l!U'ge MJority o:t< the'. 
most ou~standing representatives of our co-thinkers in Europe. We agree 
entirely w1 th the ideas he· puts forward· which in our opinion. represent 
principled llolshevism. The extracts follow: · · •· 

' . . . 

. ... 

"Regarding the information which hes been trNJsmitted. to you lr.r 
the representative of the Sp'B.nich group in 1-lel::!co. we are cu:oioua .. to know 
:from what source this comrade, always GO well' infC'Irmed on the machinations o
of the IEC and of the IS, gets his in:forma.tion. You know that the reooluUon 
of the Plenum of October 1946 otated that a !report on the ·activity of the 
International during the war will be presented and' discussed before the 
(E.P.C. ) 1 , in which is included the p~int relatint; to tile attitude of the·: 

•sections towa.t"ds the war and the resistance nXJVements, and tha.t sines tlrle -, 
resolution, no other text Cf tl~ OIO has emerged to suppress or modif~ this 
p_oint. 

"It w1i.1 -b8 prefet-able, in the futur9, for yoU to.·}la mre prudent .. · 
in regard to the i-eprirt1f la1mched by different tendencies aad is?la.ted _ · 
comrades, who try to 'cii3o·redit in advance th6 E.P.C.· in order_· to·. ~A~_A-pe:~ t;>;om'c,.::i":~' 

_its deoiaions and itS diBclplini! aft_erwa.rdi:. · -·- - ··· 

• 11 It is· nfice'ssary to remind you, ··('Jomrades; tha:c 
and organizational p!'eparatlon of the ,EPC.:has lieenoup 'to 

three sessions of the IEC in plenum in which , on· the aver•~:!,~n;n:;~~~~~-·~>:·~~::)::01~ 
r13predimtstives ·Of ten ··sections' Of ·the o.x-. c:-:· poo.n>c;•.pa··~··· " 

-important -belonging to .the different tendencies, 
i::oncet·ning the E;P;c. were adopted unanimously ·after long <<>scue:s':''"· 

I:None of these representatives has placed in ·doubt, fer ev~n an·.·· 
in'stanii, ·the sincere desil-e of -the IEO to arrive' at S.s dl3niooratic a '-- ' 

• a.tion ... possible'•of. our mo'l'ement and the efforts of,· tho IS'.to .• A .. o '·COoo~~, 
tl)e maximum compatibl;l with the Hn>itad mter~al- lile2l!G o,t our-·ClJ.spos;o.J.,>''"""'''~···~"-2·£~7 
internatiorut..l·discussion. · 

"We arB therefore, very disagreeably ~urprised to n~te that:· Your 
letter, .the fl.rst .whic:h we have reoeived .eince the resolution •. of the_ laot_ 

•, meeting which decided on your participation in the· int&rne.tioilal 'iiispuseiori ·: 
and at the E.P.C. with full rights, is drawn up in such a tone, nlai:hg'ln 
doubt "the democratic• preparation of the E.P..O. and prepar~ng. in- our: opinlon; 
indirectly a· position of retr:e!B.t. irom your· atreemeiit to reapect,'the deciSions_-::~_; 
and the dlsciplir,e of the E.?.C. ·· · · · · 

"·In regard to your remarks on the' question of the evolutiOn of· 
negotie.tid'tls betwoen your organization and the s.W.P •. , we nota with regret · 
that their actual present state does not promise a rapid en~·favor~ble ' 
consummation, as We: had d~sired and hoped·. :. · · 

11!rhe stiffening which is now revealed in tho S,W.P~ in in l.ar.je 
part the result of repeated attacks, which your leaderahip has believad it 
n~~A&P.fll"Y. to : _·lenl, ·. · · ·· immediately af_ter t-he_ dew.~t'l.ll'l3 of ComreO.e . 
Smith, against the S.W.P., its leadership and the John~on.tendenoy. 

·: .\ 

~.(~ifi];~;;;fr? .--~s~;·::i:-:.=~~~ · -. ,.:_ ,. ,. '·~ . 
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. . n!rlu!ae attaCks d~ wt ,·1 """· aa1;e 
a.ey way prepare an atmoophere of . the 

aily spirit for: Wii t'i, e.Jld 
relations in the unified. party, '.• . . .-,. . ' 

~!rhe letter Of· Comrade I' which wan· written before the· S,11.l', · · 
l'lol:lum vhioh ,decid~d in principle the qu'ea.tion nf unification e..:d bef9J::• .the . 1

Joint Stat~ment• has served yOu as a base for unloocine a ce~Bn which 
hna ·re;,;,alcened in the SliP ·p.nd those of ito members· most 'ollposed to unificat-o 
:lon, as also in t~e O .• I .. C._,. a.l~ tha fe11rs, dfstrust and doubts concerning 
the po"BsibilU?"aod the uae:t'u).neaa of thi a unification. -., 

11
llobody cie'maoda fr~m your orge.'nizat'ion an 'ideological capitUlation, 

that: is, an abandonment cf your political opi'nio rJs which ~rou. "ttill have the ~
right to defend in the normal condition ef the regime of democratic central.-.-:·:. 
ism which·cbar<'I.Cter!zes our movement.. . . . 

":But W"e have Bll believed. .and on this ~1oint,: there -in ocCaSion' .:: 
to apeak of a 1miaunderstanding 1 , t!W.t Yo.u hAve taken seriouoly the.' de
cision· to_ return into:t~e ·gwp ·and thc.~~vame~t: aR-a discipline~ tendency 
which ·accepts the· :fact of its ·position as a !Unority .in rel'!-.tion to the .· 
Majority. of the SWP. and the l~ovellll>nt. which demonstrates by its ·s.Qta, that. 
ita min cone err. is • not .t5 discredit and combat. tl)is maJor~~;r; but together. 
with it and under its ie~ership, to'build tho ~evo~utionar,Y party in the 
United States and in the world. ~hat io to s~; either yau are convinced 
thAt our Movement is· a. heal th;v revolutior.ary movement. i2;1 lfhos.e railkis ,; · . 
t&ndency-li)f'l3 Y,erirc .o~ht. to .taka its_ pla.c~ 1n.· ord.er t~ iilfl,telloei J.il -·th_~ ·. -:'''··'''i'c~' 
lo~_run~ ac:eo~ding .. to 1-tz 0\111 ideas, ·or 01.1r ·move"merit seems to you of stioh."· .·:.:: .. '::·•P:(~ 
secondary iiDportMcG and so corrupt t-hat,. YC?U prefer. to. _act i~depe~den~ly. 
and with ful:l liberty •. In thn\ case, let ue sa,y fl'aakly that .. the 
que.tion· of unification iG. not '.'posed. Let,'us stop ]li-esenting 'the spec·taclle··?·~~:!b 
or· people who. maneuver without any resJ."desire.and withOut.ap¥ faith in 

_possiblity and the. usefulness ,ef this unifica~ion, , · . · • · 

... 
1
_twe' t_Ak.,':n,te t!'l..at "both :.'oU e~d the .s.W,.P. dacla.ra-yoo""''-•~r: 

party to the unification. in the terl'l:l diocussed when ~~~~;~~~~::~~·::'-?;i~~TI visit6d you. In this case, we leava tha·Extra·P~ty 0 
this question definitively, it boirg Wlderstooii thAt' 
now envisage wit!1 di~fioUlty th~ p,oasiblity of a ~.="~"'"''n• 

. • .' . • . ! 

liThe .recoDI:lendation tM-t we can make, 'IX?tb .~o Your 
. and to the S.W.P., in to :r;iursue henceforth political di'scussiono, to 

practic£il. action j_oint~ ·on all queetions 6_nd "mat.t'e:cs :Wller·~ an l\CCord--:-•~·-,, 
possibl<:>, .to reotrict t• a r:duimum.the discussion around personal 1n>~1clent.!l·":" 
in assisting the regular functioning of the Commit'tea of Coordinntl.on 
th!! two organizatione. · 1 • • 

. "We believe .·thut the tt•tliod which conoistS i'n magnifl<ing dis.:. .·, .. 
proportionately the·. prqpos1tions lllt<de or "ritton in int'~;.nal dlsou:sai.•na':·..,,~-c':~''' 
documents, by this or that comrade ~not indicated to cono\~te the unit~ 
negotiations, What matters are 'the written agreement. which define the . 
Official pooition Of each organ~zation on the qUestion of unifioRticn and 
not tho ... nner in WhiQh each, within its orgnnizat~on, h•ies. to e:t:.>lo,ill and .. 
to Justify its atUtude towards _this question. - · · ·. ·:-··::, · 

·~:<" 

~1;:,.~~:~1i.~"< ·>·~ .. :I 11 ·.· 
. •.) 

<-. 



'' ' ·'' . "You ClJ,IIP•OO'• 
pr~seion that"'' 

· ciB.l.oulltti.oiia. 
IU\d ·.to eliminate .• 

.- ... ., 
•. .. 11As far :as .. we ere: eozlcerned, ·.Comrades,: we.·b·eiieve' that.in -a<;oept ... 

1ng the. unitY on the te.rm~:t proposed, you acceptedithe ~.e-.entry intcl'.our. 
moyement· in- iull knowledge of the basis of our ideological position; and our 
organizational· principles, of your rights but also of your duties· as a. .. 
Minority_ tend6ncy _in ~he S.l'I.P ... t;md the ~.fovecent,. . . 

.. . .~· . 1_1If you have decided sincerely to build with. us the revOlutionary 
·party in·. the United Ste.tea; ';your right a e.re fully guariLJltl!ed:, as W? have 
.a;i.re~. demons lil'"ated.by .publishing -~·our documents in our press· ~d bY .. :. 

·'"' ·~\lf\4.'1!> ~~!!!~'·· ·, .. !3-,#}~b~e,. ~:r·.~\lr .. P>:'ll. m~an.s •. fol.". t~c}nf.~;:,.,t!9n, 9f.I!;J.;J.;,the 

:~~··~~:;r;~~;;;~·;i~~;:r:~::;i:if~f~~~i~¥~~~::~i~~~~~~~~~~ii~~~~;,~~~ff- . 
• ,. ; "l!"w.en~:..fli~.!" 0lU'~.-.• ~ha.:. ,~,.:t.I:J'.4li~.PX.*P .. ~r-Rfo .. Fhl; 0P.•~.¥.•Ht ~0.:£1~. Y.·.~f.. 9Jll'·'"""'\'.!.'mant, 

· •• ~; •.. J.,s, i~p~Jita~f.J\ t9 :;:Yo\Ci "'1-.q. · ~!I~~ paex~.~1~1'~~f..ll',, •11.!· .<lrl!'II!)Iz,g,V~h~.~ ~!:!l'~~!i.bl'e, 
... ,..,. It, i.s · :c:eceos~y, to say. tllis· f'r&iik~Y. a¥, ,.to,conDlWle. ~~,iit "·,. , .. _.~t::'.•l>h~Jla ·.• .. 
. ·' .. ··;.yre,~!'~*·•f,lja.\:~~ i~ ~!l'PP~.ai·b,~~ .n?t 'i:f~)i ,,ql(~~~a~~o~e.l;,l"U~.~Ils;, or ~1).~ ._',:. :;:,;~ 

_. ,· ;,;; _,: ~-~~~~~tc.~:~~;c.~_r_~~~~-~.~-~~r.r_Rf~q.'{~.f ~.·., -~~~-·~~;~.t ;.fF'!-':.~!?t~~i~a~_ F~~!l~~!J:.'~:-_·: .. ~~~.:-
·. • .. I; f. ~'-"~'•'·':·~. '•.•. ,· :,<: ... · > ... ":~:::_.,. ':_ .. :-, .-.· .. ·,;·; •·- ,:.;_~~·-· .... ·~ }r.·!~.~:~·>i~\.~~~.-,:f,:f 

.. ; ~i~:·;it~': ..... ~ • r,. ~1q~o:~?~f,~ ··~~1,; ~;:P.;:~~~2;:;:~~rf;:·-~~~>r~::·,;~;~i-~;·~,';i:';~:~R ... 
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LENINISM AND ~ORTVNIEM 

-~.On 2fevembe~· .8, 1946, 8; _most ~t.-iusual d8bt\te- tooJt: ]>laoa· ::.n Jt•e:a~·f.! 
betwe~n .the StB.l.i.ni·sts and the Groek· section of tlie Fourth Int>rn·<tional, 
It was the second of three which ·had be~n o;;r·eaJ. upon by the twr orgauiz~t-· 
ions. The subJect of the <lobate 1·1aa "Po:;>Ular Republic or Social:l'ut Sovl:•t 
Republic in Greece?'! The ccmplet.e debate will no doubt be published in 
English. 1fe here publish ,some e.xtrncts only for the education of our maml>,:~r
ship. We believe that they Will learn some vall)Sb~e le'sacns in distinen:ish
ing the tone and language of Leninism t'rorn the tone B.!~d ·language of· QJ}:I_)Or+.un
ism. All opportunism, says· Trotsky, springs from a lack Of bklief:!ri th~ 
revolutionary capacity .of tliP. proletariat. Of thit~ Stalinism:··ia, in-rite own 
way, a sigqi~icant examph, Cl'.ll' young comrades ~n particular sl-JJ.uld study 
the two passages and lear~ to rccocn!ze the accents of ]olshevi~m and the . ' ' . accents of opportunisr.! under whatever g-.li~e th~y may appe~· . ' 

l'rom the cpeech of StinS:s: the· spetlker :f~Jr the· Four"th InteZ.nationa.l: 

.III woUld' like .right at the be{;."inning to dra\'T your atte;o,tion to the 
exceptJ.onal importance of the: aubject that lfO propose to t~eat; . I:!' the ob -
Jeotive· conditions for- a popUlar re:publ~c· r~ally -3Xist :ln·Greece, if the de-· 
velC?J?me:lt ot the productive forces ia poseible .t-."'ithr.ut t'he-revolutiona.ry · _ .. 
overthrow·of ·the capi~a.list regime,. if ~t iR possible to M·re a peeC~:t'uJ.~ · :·' 
gradual roaC.- to ao.cfalism, .then-- Wfthciu.t any· Rh.:ido,·t of daub~ the -p~.rty which · 
seta for. itself as· 'the immediate .atrntagiC taak the aocial. re7olut10n i'n · · · · 
Greece. ·i·n condemned t' .fritter 1 tE?~lf awa:.~ .. and. Vegetate a.nr the fl-ingf-4 'of 
history. llut, in such a case, it i.&. absolutel::r clenr that· aJ..l the tactical.··. 
and s~rategic pi.-ipciples \'Ihich 1-ia:rx·- 8.."1-a -L~nin }-l..a,ve taught us a.nd which·. · 

, themselves have applied. !l,tq-~ng. their .>thole. car<er, ail the analyses of !.e.nin;:{i, 
and of Luxemburg on our· epoch;· P.Verything on ;-~hich l3olr.:1eVism has 
prOgram, ought. ~to be revise.d ... The OctobE-r Revolut.ion itself ]t"Ould ttrf18.re~ 
II!Sin an inexp].ic!J.)il.e hl sto!'icB.l.· phenomenon without' .theoret.ic:.J. pa""'':~e~·· 

.. !l!.h,9.t' whicli ·wnr then: be JU:i<:od dtiri~.e .thfs d. ~!::u~~!;;:r::~~''e; d_ecide.'bY your'Vot_e·,· ~S-}1ot ·merelY th1.3 ·or that_ 
Colliilii.ulist·Party but the· soielitffic found&tion of ti»r%:lorn . . ·: : ~ ' .. " ~ ;. .· ' . ' . 

:From ·the;'!ipe'~;~Ch of A;pOStOlU-~ · ro·r tlia· Co~ist Pa.l-ty::'· 
' ... ' . . . -.· . 

·: ·· ·- ·-,, °Ffrst :t-o·r us,. StB.lirifsts, one· thi'ng i.'s cl€ar: . -_the St"T!~b forbf-' 
t"he· PO\-~·e_r· or ')liS ·wOl:-kerB~:is," the" be.ot fo_rizi tltS.t t~e exi?erie-zi_Oe-· o"r .~he_:·l~boi- ·.,,•,,. 
moVement· ha.S'y.et-giVBn ~· t"oZ. _tP..b -~:owisit1on-fro·n~caoitaliSm ~o sooiaJ'i'Sru.~·~-·. 
But,. for us ·staJ.inists the 1{..testion does not reduce itielt' to· seeint;->:hat·:is •:; .. · 
best in principle, . FU!' U9, ·Sfaliniata, ·who attempt alweys to ret.lli.in·ii[· the •--: 
c:ontext· of reiu. life· and noi: in ·rossilized phrases, the ·best ·each· time and in 
each concrat~ c&se, is that which drivee the class struggle. 

one; and f:roni this point ·or .vieW,.it tlie aoviet for!l! of pt~~rer· !;k,!~;,P!;;~~c;f~~:' 
the best, 1~. ~s ~w.e~er, n.o_t .Yet accepted by large atra.ta of 'W 

however; to fight· ·and who .figlit ef:t'ectivoly. for a 'det100racy 'ro]pr''•ent:L>u} 
pOwer ~of· the :PE!Opie~_ ··The· Aov.let ·:-orm whi'ch 'will s~t ·in ml')tibn •the 
Ull!l'. ·democratic ciut•rent .creat•d b::r' ·the strue~.;le !l(iainat tha fas~i 
ship, and the basic· task o:t' ever)• true revolutionar:l· ia to :find in 
the·mo!:!·t 8.pPl-oPriate ·manner of .6%pandi1tg the mo'ter.tent; of the msses. · · 
if. the. psrliamentary·fcrai of demi>craey todit,v, as 'ic :the fact, ·dr1veo::: fiiz.,...rd' 
t~:sti"liggle -~.f tlie.·~rlt;erS fOr :so.cialistii. if thiS fOrt:i of po.j/tir:_"i)inde··u~ 
tlio. m&as~s :anu -'pE!io!ni tO_-- Us_·to· ·go -:f'Oi,-wn.rd'-Wi th' thtt·. r:'lnB:;;en ~·fOr without tJi~' 
J!iaeS8s ... oz;e'::t:E!ma!J.?.s :s. ~evoiut~.onA.rY. p~Me-J'lS.kar. '_ l-r~ch -is ·~o sa,~i. one eeASOD ·' 
to 'oo a revolutionary .o·thell it·would·be a orime·to ·re,jeot'tt\·•· . · · ,, .. cc. 

· · · ·What inieries ·,r · articleo could be >11'1 tten on thase ·~'lit 'ei1oraota · 
. ~d, ci~~er· ~~ctio~s 9f th~ apeeohiis' a• ~.Xt D !,· ~t we ~ar~n. .". : : : .· ·~ ..: .·· 9 ~· m:~'F 

... ·-:~;. ·,· .... ;,_ :·· ... ··. ~-· :::·. ·;':·--,_.J.:-.-.~:~··_;·;,.::' 
~~:---.~·.!· ::~ 

. ~ . \ \ ' :,,, ;___ , ... ,, · .. , .... . ·' ~ ::.~ · . 
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-lflf.A.T IS SE01'A~IAIIISM7 ·~- • 

Marxists, 1n the- tbroes of- :f'aptional contr..vorsy are apt- to .. tbroit .. 
eround words like 11ultra-left, n- "oppo.r·G1:J.nism, r. 11Seeta.rian1sm, n to. -the·'.eord'UJJ-
1o:'l 'Of young or inexperienced comraiies. One niark of' a ·gqod, serious; ra-· .· ·. 
sponaible, ·Marxist, l.s that he al,.Ys uaeo theoe terms ,in strict rolatiop. 
to .. p~litieill analysis and not ... an opi ~het-;· . < • 

-For our epoch Trot~ d~fined sectarianism in a long pas&QGe in the 
!rranoitil!ru!.! Program, In the .first edition 1 t can bo foUnd on ps.ge Sl. 
In the second edition of- the Program (Pionee•' Pocket. Library), it aJlPears 
on page SS. 

Let -~ summarize the views put forward 'th~J'ro. 

At the basis of sectarianism is the refunnl to struggle for psrtial 
and transitional c~mands, i.e •• for the element&ry lnterests and needa' of ths 
~rkine masses as they are today. 

How do they show this? 

!rrotaky shows the cnaracteristic fostur~s of the Sectaris.ns. 
-

1) !rhey'pro_pose to turn their backs to tiU. old trade_ unions, 

2) :L'hey are indifferent 'to struggle within, refo;.,st' organ_:lzations. 
. :• \ .. ' '. . . . ' 

J) .!rhay refuse to draw_ a distinction betwee'n'·bourgeoia democr;,y ..,;d-)"· 
·fascism; e.g.,- in Spain in_ 19j6 where they. refuseCt' to. draW a d!S~inq_tio#. · _:_ .,,: __ , · __ '""'·, 

--'between the tWo fighting'camps,' They al'e for the oeino rea.son •neutral• -" -
lietweon Japan and Chins, ·- - - ·_ · ' · . _,, ' 

4) They deny tho prine~pled differences between ·the. U.S.S.R. and the.-
-.-imperialist countries. · l!aturR.lly we do not "~ee with Trotsky· on this. . .-

, . . . ' ' . ' . ' . 
· 5) The sectarians dony -tl~e necessity of transi t1on81 -demands; 

·.-Political events 'are f'or them 8.n occasion for oommeni; hot for aCtion .. 

. ,, ·-11 Sirice·. sectarians· as in general -'every kind of blunderer' and W.Z.ec!e:.~; · . .' 
',U.e toppled by real-ity at each step; the;- live in ,. ·state of perpetual · · - · ·.-_., 
exasperation, complal~ing about the .1!-J!IP.gime 11 2nd "the methrida 11 and CeaBeo-.· ... -

- lessly wallowing in small intrigues •. In their own o;!ircles they eiletolllSril,y 
· carry. on a regime of despOtism .. _The political'. prostratiOn of sectarianism 

. : .. serves ·to· complement shadow-like the pro_stratioD of ·opportunism, ravealitlg 
no revolutionary vistas. In practical politics sectarians unite· with- _ _ . 

:' opportunista, particularly with centrist's, every time in' the s~ruggle against ·--
.. Marxisc. 11 · · 

., .·· ·-.\' 

:L'Iie best eXSlliples 'of sectari.anism in the United States are tho Oebleri:te• 
, ' with their perpetual- harping on the string of cipposi tion to the 1 abor Part:r.. , 
-:. slogs.n, and their refuaal· to admit_ the valillity of critical support of the._· 

--'·: ~abor Party to power, e.g., in :Britain. For them there is no differBnce -. ·' 
between Attlee and Sir Oswald Hooley, 

·. -·· 

The sectarian therefore ~s_ a cl~arl;~: ,d,efined ·poli tioal physiogriolll!", . 
Re CS¥ not subscribe to all of the leading traits which Trotsky dtstinglll.shee; 
But he subscribes·to aufficient of them to make his political orients.tion clear. r . . • 



lr":' c• "" ~ o~t the~~l!~rt~ o;~~m:~t!: ::~~!~t::r;; .. ~i~tt~~~1nlu!~~=~;· 
., llusda and for a variety of reasons kept the party's line· within the tra.a... 

i." vorl!: ·~.the bourgeois-democratic roYQl~>Uon, When Lenin arriyed he ~ a 
t'1;11~11t~l;y different anel;ys!s ·of' ·the Qlus ·forces 111 JI!Cti011 and. 40111 ,$.!; • 

;: ' d!--ew perap·ectives of the proletarian. revo·lution. Me therefore ozt t:l;:e bsutl1 
~f this 8lla~;yds of the objective ait~>at1o11 propos•d ~erent elcrgalla on 

i. tbs bas!s·-.f different perspectives. Even the slogans he was :prepared. to 
accept, like the slogan of the Constituent Assembly, he put forward in a 
mannor. oorreeponding to his analysis of the situation, He said• Co~st!. ttlent 
.Assembly? Yes. lll>t who will call"it and organi"" it and carry Ollt its 
decisions? The'bourgeoieie? That is ridiculous. Let the.workers and 

' ,, 

peasants and soldiers soviets call the Constituont Assembi:r together, ·He 
showed clearly enoUgh that with a different estimate of the political situation 
he would be read,y to modify his demands for a revolutionsr;y Ccnsti tuent 
Assembly. Needless tO a~ his cppbnente called him "6oc~arian," nstratcspher1o' 
and tho like. · 

It is obvious that behind the ·vord •se~arian" can be hidden two 
qualitatively different concepts. First a ~rtai~ false-political method 
which Trotsky has described and the signs.df which are easy to discern; and 
secondly 1ifferent estimates of a cert~·i concr~te situation resulting in 
different policies. Your genuine political confusionist can never make thcae 
clear even to himsel:r. He is too sc:aed and ·nervous to say ~1 Jt· estilpa.te of thAI 
obJective oituation is euoh aud . .U.h. Yours is different an~ that is'wh;y we 
hAve different persp.:Ctives aud -..u.rterent slo&ane. an4f.. e;ran where we ha7e· the·. ~-·::·"'·cc·~· 
same slogans 'W'e give them{'· di:rrerent content. 11 llo, ho prefers to say: non. 

·the obJective situation, i.e. on"tha relation of class forcel3. :-~here is no 
. -sarious di aagf_aemalit. J3u.t," 8Zld here he is in his element, "yoU. ·are .a.· sect·
. arian. You·_do IK't take into ooneid•ration .the le,vel of consciousness ·ot: :the. 
vorkers. There is no party. Now if there was -a. par:ty y_ou -would· not :be sect~
$rian. · J3ut as there is no party you are. seota;r-ian" ·and ·so on. a.ntl Bo on.,·';:;;:'. . . . . 

lluildl.ng 'a :Bolshevik Party, becoming a good :Eolshe~ili: requires the cap
acity not to. be· befuddl·od b;y >iOrdo. The reply ,tq .all this is simple, It 
shoUld be ao follows: "I think thet· this anal.vs1.s is correct and·therefore 
this ·policy folloW!l. You hnve a different analysis and .another policy ·Io.uo'""'' 
Thnt · is all, ~! tbinlt your analysis 1s wrong a."nd I know why" tt 1R wrong, 
hnve di.-cuss'ed that often. 'll'ben something happens anci you think .it can chi..U.:oi'·''·'''i 
"'I' mind frr.!D ley View ·tell me about that, ! may have time and inclinatibn to 
'l'hten to yciu then. · Meanwhile go and clarify· ;your mind· aa to what. is ·'a sect·• 
lll'ian. You need suoh clar1.fication badly. n • • · ·· . ..... . . . . . 

In concluoiori, we may 'add that political abuse. of this name-calling typ~ 
is on ·a.· JJar with the peroecutiOn of inexp8rie:o.ced.Workers e.nd youth \-Iho are. 
bewildered by learning thnt the;y hnve no right to take an opinion on. the · 
Ablorican· question because they heve not· •studied ~nough •. and ca:nnot answer 
questions on Antl.-Duhri!l!l: or worse still. thnt it is obvious that th~;y -
with the Johnson-Forest Tendency because of emotional ties and not for 
Bl reasons." This is also on a par dth more ambitious b11t equally inane sub
atitutiolll! ·of poendo-ps;rchology fo_r polit1cs.· It ie necessary to sa;y that 
people who allow themselves to be confuse~· b;y such petty politl.cs are onlY. 
ing that they will not be able to stand up very well against· the confus1oDt•m 
by which the far more powerfUl an~ subtle •bo.urgeoisie attempt to coni'uti.e the: · 
proletariat and its vanguard, · · 

._ ................. . 
·. ._, 



In olllalzy' documents, most recently !.u AoLetter !l! ~ MeiPbers!!1P, ...,. 
have 115d.e clear our hostile attitude to a bloc wlth "bureaucratic colleot~sts, • 
We want hore to show how :far back we took this pos1 tion and how clear-C)'t· and 
unequivocal was oUl· reJdction of such _e. bloc. 

T)le first public article on the Russian question 1u tlu> Tendency appeared 
in the Fe" Jnternational in April 1941. It >~as a discussion article entitle~. 
11Russia- A Far.cict State." In" the i·asUe uf ·the p1·eviou9 December, Shachtman 
bad written hit· article "Is Russia. a Worked:J Statefll !nit he characterized 
Russia as 11 1Jurea•~crntic state-socialism, 11 which was lat.!r chnnged to "bureau
cratic collectivism." Against this we polemicizod as !oiiows: 

. "In Russia the proletariat is a class o£ wag~1~rere. The .Peasantry, 
deeplte all the fictions of the property forms, sr' wage-.. laborers, S'Dae of 
them receiving a strictly controlled bonua on tlur yee.r1 s work. ~ predomin
ance .2!: ~labor makes' the means of m:g~ .£.~· ~ means ~ m
duc::tion, monopolized ]lx: ,a: section _Q! societ:v, in' their role 9i. _capital~ .h!!:!! 
All independent life·.sd movement of their m. The bureaucracy Ef. ca.pitaJ, 
then becomes what Marx always inSiste..i the capitalist class is, merely the 
repreRentntive, the A-gent, the personif~catio%! 1 th.~ incar~tion o!. cap~taJ. •. ':.;· _ _ 
!!'he agents or reprecentn.tiveo of the meo.ns of p1•oduct1an· as· oapitcl C2!l Q:nll 

. it s~a.te property or common property or priva~e property or Peruviari propc!r'ty· 
or bureaucratiC at.ate socialist ·property .if~ they he.v·e good enough reason fer, 
do~ng· so. They may have monOpoli~ed .the ~eB.ns o£ production for five ,genera~ .. : 
ions .or :for· five years •. They may .organize and appropriate in open conipetition,'' · .. 
With each other 01' through their state. They may plan the eoono~ey. and' leS.d, i. t. ', 
t_o .chaos or they may have simplO old i'aah1oned chaos without plan.··: :But. ,rrcun··· · 
the juridic&1 and metapb,ysioal ficti~n o:£ 'the abstraet property relatl.ona to'· 
StBlin1 s new 15 year plan, all are to be analyzed an~ ajlpridse:d onlir.·!n 
light of the primary soc~s,l relation, the class struggle. lle1·e yon hav• · 

·alternatives, ·You can· srzy with the ,Can::>an!tes that the proletariat is 
thE> ruling class and Russia trsnoi tional to socialism 1u W83 o:£. chaotic; econ(iJi~V·;:;' 

~·,.thE'! G. P. U·. , - prtsons e.g :faotcri~!, feetorlee ne pJ>iennt:', corx-uption _of .-~ne · .; _ "'·' cc;.•c~;:f.c 
international proletariat •• ,llut you cannot like Sbachtma.il call the 'bureaucracy .. '. 
a class whoae state control 1guarantees economic and polit~cal supromaoy1 and . 
at the same tillll'l call Russia 'a· transitional and thf3re:f'ore unsta'ble social · 

. order. I American capitalism is an unstable but. not a. transitional aocial orclei-'t.' 
You 'Can have ···a so'Cial· order tranSi tionai to "socialiSm or back· to capitalisM,· :. -~, · 
with the proletariat as ruling class or struggling to maintain its position as 
ruling claao. Or you.cen have another type of society·with defined. social r ..... 
·lationo •. :But both together? llo, If you sey with Shachtn>an that the bureau-. 
oracy is a; class and 'owns the state and therewith the"eta.te· rroperty.1 you are: 
aaying that the ruling class in Russia 1 owns' the means of production, W"aa.t 
you are saying in reality is that "the ruling class is in BUch a productive, re
lation. to the working class that the means of production thereby become eapit-,. 
al,· That is what Marx meant by saying that capital was conditioned on wage- . 
labor, If you .. don't want that, then back to the old degenerated workers' state 
conception, 11 (pp,S5-S6) , 

From that·~ to this ve have never wavered from this.· You can s~ it _is 
a workers state or. a degenerated workers state, You can sey it io a capitalist. 
state, ~~t the •neither-worker-nor-oapitalist• state bears in it the co~lote. 
brealo-up of. the i'wldamentala or lls.rxism in theory, and in practice, all sorts 
of evasions 811d oo~rom1sss as to the relation of the prolotariau ·revolution ,to· 
bourgooia dOIIlOcraoy. We o:e roady to consider :a blocf on the Russi"!'. question 

. . . . · . 
;l:' 1 c!, ,_, 

':r.::<.:~t.: .. :·:':' ..... :.;.'-~ --~:..· -· :;__~ 
. j : . ~ .. 



.• 

r __ -. ' 

! f '~-

\ 

(-.. 

. . . 
L 
! 

. .:;- . , , , . . . . . :v· 
With 'defee.tiats. •who• have.~ revoluti o...ary MlirXl.at .. poai ti on'; If. in .t.!w 
"bureaucratic-collectivists can tirid a place, a oleui)' 'defined •ubord!JJato 
plaea 'in which their fundamental revisionism h clearly defined end dif:t'erent'
iated, and in which ·tha1l' par.tiaular political· ideas h8.."" no.·pass!bi11 ty of 
gal.niDg aacendano:Y"or of be!Dg oollfueed with rovo;lutionary'lfa!.rlsm, then that· 
doos not trouble us. llut we took our original position in· ~9~1 •. ,,.have ·held 
it consistontly end the intervening years have Justified uo ten tho~and times 
over. They are very dull people who connot undergtnnd thiu. 
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. .;we r~~int Jlelow.a letter re~~nti;., ae~t hom tlis:.canter.to two 
comrades on the.. West C<last: . . . . 

IV ."de.., ·llaoa1e Bnd 'William, · 

I have .. ,just seen your telegram lt!.th the nelfd about tho heaitatio"" o:t 
some- of: the. comrade,s' to carry out our d_ecision, It · ia a pol! t1oal ·experience 
which had to be expected. ll'or our own clarification, and I hope for theirs, 
I want to make· a few~ comments. 

-.~.. ' .· 
.I s~ey that Was to be ezpected, I oa·w· OBJlllJ)n Oil< .Saturd!ey, In the .. •, 

.. course o:r the talk he ael<;,ed me: "How many have you gqttn I replied. as :f'ol-lowr 
' •we have 68 on the ll.st, ·There are abo).lt half-a-dozen or -!:Ore,youthe ·and' 
f: . SOllie S)'l!IJlBthetic peoplB meki:cg about 80 in all, Jlu.t' SB far 28 ife_ are Concerned 
i,:••_·_· some o:£. them ~e sure to back. out,. As J•"-''in; s!dd, .. 'When the lo~omoti.ve of . 
,:. "' histoey,.-IIIBkes a sharp turn, ....,. a~t::ho_l!j.:or.; lllld,.~l)!'.a. thrown, off.' :• . - -: 

r£~: .... -~he!i.rst_'thillg ± >roUld:_ .. ~-you:~--~~-is not to bi-1,J;any,,.n~-~reo~~~;\. 
;?,:·: on these comrades. \!'nlk to tlmm, di_scuss the Jl!iliticiel ~ with_<tli...:.i:!; .:.:- ::.>.: . 

~i'i!. they ~-o lt!.sh, :BUt to~ we· 8re ae~1#iaiil . ..:·.o.9.!1~£'!!!QJI. deoi!jion; ·,)!0~#-ti,:tw;,;: ' •I · 
';, COIU'erence was· on~ period, . ~s is . an9tlie:>'< \'/i ·. W:iiuf~ 'f\e ab~~lU~D~ .~i:!g.::tQ 'beg: ; · 
~;"'-~ . peopl'O''tc U<J¢ep~ · n' cbnferenoe dsc~".~b!\~. • ~~~- 'tl\','i,id b.~ b."'l,: .. t:ol',·_:tl)all-.lllld;., ~-·.:• i·.~~- : · · 

,., • · more· io:!Qortant ,,1 t .WOuld be bad,:!'or.;~h!l. ~OIIdep!"Y.. as.-an. ,or~za~i,on, :. " .· . - · :-:·,, 
w.\po-· . !L'o L?s .'.!.ii&eles _in particular,-_~~- ~porlilolfoi expo~se; well bcfo_re :tliO ,.-:--.•·, :c•,. · ~'\ ) COIU'erence, w~ ."sent. two of our. moot ·.'1\1Blif1ed COmrades to. speak and discuss;_:, '·,•·, .. · ~~~. ·.~' !!he Los AngeleQ ~mi-a<!eiJ sat· li.lld :u.jHa~~~·~ ap~e\1 ir>esti.on's.;, !L'hei,Jiad o:fflr,Y, .. ,·,,::, 
IV"• . oonoe1vab~a _ Qppo;l'~ty to. judge,.· to_ we.1gh1 to, .. •e~j ~-!lcro pol1t~cal truth: andl.':'i: ;_' ;' 

·•••·· the .I>Oliboel future l~ey. !Ch~y had :Ume1_ ·and. sqmo.oi' them. load .'1"Y. numb_ar :ot;-·.·--" ~= ~ti_i years to Jud&a wha~. the_.~,l', st:<>~d ~r, -~fY.!1e01cled ,that .the,poUHOBJ. right:_:if 
EJ~c_;·:. · waa .. with us, We an&in>ho.· evel'ythi~~g r.aised:J>y.-the lf,P,. and by them. We ... _ • .•. ,,_. 
~l.fc' · raised and cla>'i:fied pel1cie~ __ tha~ iul• .~til;J.," sealed book: ~o ,the it,p, !!!hey __ :,' ~f ·- ·were mor ... o:r-less. sat1ot!Qd,. soms.of .them-very satisfied, _trl.th our ·general .:-''· 

;~r ~::1:~;~;1:~~~~~-.r:::.\~.'::":o::·, ···.· 
~-'''. them they-would be irit:ormad,. We_ did.ZU>t pack the confsrenca. You knew M.uml.e· .... 

'"· · vao uncertain or in fnct, opposed, and eight vote against. :Se:musa· o:f that r .. :·_",i.,,:".',z .. _: .. _-.,'.: and because -he -W~ B WOt:ke>', YOU Chose, him as delegate, • ~ie Chellgod· llis: , _ 
;·': mind aild .. of hie, own free w:;u· vot.ed for_ tlia· dacia~on, voted for ,~her llesolution , · 
(;\i:i:,' .- . Oli the .'need" for COII!Plate SOlidari i;y in ell. nctiono to CSl'cy out the _.deo1eion, 
,.,.,f , .· On .his .;,:et.tirn. to Los Angeles 'he starts to rtiise obj ~ctions and raiso barrier a,.· ~;f.. '~t 1~ wro~~g and a b~:~i-~~for Mmlnia. , · · ·. , .· , , . 

~~;\{'/ · · lll:d lie aot . ..hast11y7 N.o, It' took us months .to pre:Pare •. Have ve ""tad 
·~·' unpoliticellyf ·.No~.· ira diatta~ a.,iiolitioal -resolution in_l(hioh-we all!'1aine4 ···•, •;_;_:,;{_f,·.:--~:: __ .·, __ ·• &v~r:rtlling. · W.bilt doe~. lle.ntiia •or ·.an;t_ ~f the ot!ler ·collll'!!4sa ,ol>Jec~ to_ ~n it! · , .· · :/', 
_:~ llu.f auppo~illg that. tb,sy .h!\va aoms d<lubts a1Jout this .o:t- that aapac~? •t- does. 

;:· 

~ 110t juet'if)' 'their ·action, . · Cui _!l!en~a:'IIIY'Jia~ :now bean. dti.vel~irig ·for· si" -;years; · , .. ~~~/ We hBva;foUghti :hOnestly for our ideas, We have de'V'e~opsd _them over 11 lt!.de field;·.· .. ~-~!'-.~_.~.-' lt 'is to "further these ideas tliat we are· aeti~~g, !l!ha !ioat body of: the · C!\'UOUa :-• . 
~ that developed and foUght for these ideao is solid for the atop we ere tllld~~g; 

~~,t~,·~~~=-"\" .::·:.;.;:;~:: :: ::.::r.:. ':; !":'~;!;,":, .. ,;" ·-'i:il"l);~~ 

•. 
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wro~~&. Yea, '111"!1118. It IDOBIIS that tholl&h you agree ld,th the ;pi'~! tical idell8, 
tlwuch you find youraelf in oloao a,'!1"oemont ilnd IIYIDPBthy vUh e, bl!dy of 
comrades lfho you think are serious,' yet 'When tliei"dacide to de somothing, ·you 
push tho pol1 tics into tho bac~c&round &lid elevate your olfn doubts and .. 
hesitations into the foraground and aot: on ·those. ·':hat is the s.beoluto reverse 
of ~olahevik politics. Ho" often wo moat workers lfho s.groo ldth over,Ythi~ We 
soy but for this or that reason ldll not Join the party, ldll not aot on their 
poll tical beliefs. We ha'Ve to be patient vith tham, llut at least they do 
not set up as leaders, as a van,guard to guide ethers, No, ~e~e. comt"a.des must . 
be made to understand the real political backw~dneae that their actions· indicate. 

' 
.l.nd '~hat is 1t th!lt they obJect toT ·.¥p;;t· we propose to 1$0 intq. t.he 

Movement. Yea, exactly ·tha~. .Do we try to prevent the W,P. 1$0ill& int :·1fo, 
We soy to them I if you are as arud.oua to start work'ln 'a unified part;)r' lis you 
soy you are, come in. ~he c.r.c. hae written a few ~s aso 'to tell them to . 
stop foolin& and Iilnk:e up their minds. We have made up ..,..., i'o •.J.sh j;o get · · .. 
IW.t of this organization )':hiol> ·cannet I:ISlco ·up its milld about Q11Ything and start 
wrlc at ence wi~h the Moreiumt. 'rheae comrades protot 't·;, vactllato w!'th the w;p,. 
instead of l>Omill8.14th us, ·!l'be.t:too.il wei>g:'a~~d'bad. '. . . . •. : 

Did we intrigue and maneuver itl a diahOM<ri mannerf ll'o, We he<i.': .. : 
aboolutsl:y no relations nth C~mnon unt!.l·ve halidbd'the docitimEint"'to· the W..P. 
!!'hen we went to see Cannon and told him of our desire to be. integ>:ated into . 
the S,W.P. We refused to go to him and. bargain as to :whether "e 'WOUld stay 

•. 

wl.th .. <he 'ol,?, ii ~.,re did ·llol;. get •good eond~tio!la, n. ·We 'stated plBtnl~· our. .. · 
political opinions.·of';tlje W,P..• and th!>.~;I(.P'.c·; not slanders ,1<1\d l~w gossip, '!nit, 
political analyses. ,l{e told .us· tho.t" he .resp~cte<t our·'poli ttc.a poai tiona ·and ... 
'WOuld ""mmunicate witli thQ :c,'I,O; and his liatiolia.l· Oollimi"ttee. '·n. woUld 't~e :·.:: .,·. 
about eight weeks before, the plea of ·.the O.·I,C •. anil: his own plenum,.· We .also'.:·~ , .. 
wanted eight weeks to i'ub~ish Our iiwn doOUmelits snd!·ge~· olir ii¥rciirs' rn: or.de.i-•. :·: ,,;, :; . 
Be had no. obJec~ion to. this. Heanwh,U~:Shachtman b¥· ~ei\iseci.to .. i:ral>t' ®.r- , . . ,.>::·: :· 
transf'er, We had dis'""'~ea all,posaible D'Valuations. Mannie lfa8 11-t .. tbe., : .. , .. , · .·•·:.:' · 
Executi'o:e Session 'ilhe:re ·.,.; lfellt'tbrough all this openly be:(ore· the aoleli:l<teii>: . :. '·'--'·"'·'"'• 
1.n AAYr.AAe. We decii:!ed' to :live by 6urso1Tea;t~! ·eight lfeSk;s, 111\d during, thaL ; .' ·. 
time to finish up th<i·.:,.,rk o:f: seven years.· · ie noir'raises· obJections~ ... ·. · · ·· 

. !l!hat is very, very <(l'<i~~~;. · ~e.1•e W..re :some :'!lio 'cU;•a&.reed. '!it~·· oilr ~i~W'.: ':llllt :: ';' ·: : 
seeing that th~ ma.jot'l:tr.; end the IJIBJority ·el" the ·Ieadiljg ·oomrades, were soli.<!l,lr 
tor this course, tlley took:·oara t;.:; be .the .. mOst aQtive and energetio·in.'careyi:ag 

I. 
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( 
! 
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it out. That is the correct behavior, !!'hey :t'el t tllat even if they would he.vii ·. 
pr~f'erred. to lfai\; for a while, yet what came first was the polit~cal ideas, .. anlj., 
to protect those, to give. ·tllem tlla most. solid backillg;• their' Own 'idea ... to. · .. : .. 
lfhsther an acti~ should toke place in eilt dave; six weeks,' Qr slX ,mOnths, WaS ., 
not illlporta~~t. · ' ·. · · · " 

. . We have .; • ., att~!'~ted: :lnterns.tioi.al· e.ttention. · Ip· !ia.~i.n.'~i-'1_~· . .ciii.' . .''· ::. ;, 
in Europe the ideai of. our !l'endeney·are.,being. discussed' and cloilol'y WJI.tPI>e.il~ ·.·· .. :· . . ·: .. 
We have sent a. col!lE'ade abroad·who·will inbet:-alarge number or the"1nterriaUo.nS.1 .• ·. · :, 
CO<Ilrade.s, circula~e ·our d'tiumeilta in ;person, spread our"iiloaa, · tiiilt'':i'or theli4 ~- .. ,:: 
Yet Mannie a~~a:'thi>se oomrade.s at this time soy "We think your idoao. aro· firie' •.. '. , .. 
We believe that they correspond to our uperiences with the. work•••• .. we ··think.· , . 
that :yours is the road •. You !lave ,aotedlwith· enel!EY', hOnesty ~. ~scipline,; :.; : .... 
llut we think :you ohoul<l wait a btt and·:if:.you·don't hink oo, go 'by":Volirselr.• .• :,·· ,.• 
It is indei'enoibie •. !!'here is not an ounce oi' ~lshevism in it, not' .an 'i>~ce, " :, : 
It would be absolutelY lfl'Oil& not to let them'laiOif that this 1a QU1' opiliion ·., . 
""t necooocril:y •-ith anger.,.·-cr W1 th repr•e.oh or lfith bittern•••~ llQt' a~ 'all; 
l!ut ·aa pari> oi' the pol1t1c,e,l· oduoat1on .whioh 1a the' counterpart ·or our·pol1t1oal · 
ideas. . . . ' ' . . .. . 

·"~ .. 
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!!!lui caucus preforu · to have fifty people vhli laiov tho oor~eepozid.eno~ . 
between ideas ODd action rather than one hundred and f!ft:r who a~· a critical 
time whOn'we need ell the etrength we can get, draw back DDd hesitate QllJ make 

. excuses, .An.d llat will thoy gain by itt l!othi~~g, !rhli W,P. l{aJority wi~l fill 
them up with ell ecrts o1' unpoUticel ideao like "loye.lt:r" eto. llut they are 
Tory naive if ·they believe that the serious ones in the W,P, ·will )>ave an,y 
political respect for them, It 1411 be obvious to any serious revolutionary 
that th•y had t .. make.a choice between tho!.r political ideas and their organ
izational inclinations and they decided against their politicSl !.dear • ~hey 
will now sit in W,P, mootl~~gs ODd do whet- 7 !rry. their boat· to re<oncile what 
they reall)' think tti th what they will hear and e!. thor begin to rov!.so their 
pol!. tical ideas or be in an insoluble contradiction. !t is precisely this 
that ~s the result of the politics of the W.P, For if we were in 'the place of 
the W,P,, we would tell these comrades: "I:f' you do not agree'with us politically, 
then.' go with the Mipori ty. n We would say· this because ten or more comrzides 
with us; or·.not with us does not affect us, On the other hand we know how 
demoralizing it is for these comrades to be in tho position they will, be in and 

.we prefer to teach these comrades how to behave themselves politically rather 
~!.'Ill eee them drowni~~g in the non-political atmosphere of the W.P. - and tl>.is 
wh~ther they come with us or not, llut as long as they fool around with the 

. po,litics of spachtman, Draper, Larry. O'Connor and Stan, they·~:ill never, never 
underStand what is Bolshevism, i.e.,·pr~aration for leBdership o£ the ·revolution-
ary proletariat. It is at times .like this that comrades begin .to ao~r• .b:ul. ·. "i :. 
habits _of rationalizatiqn and compro~se which pometimes end_ in··.their leaving_ 
the co7ement el together, As for the S, W.P. ·. w~.om "" all meet in the unif1d .. 
organization, the political reputation of thoile cocrades will not be higher but 
l'ow~r- if they persist- in their indicated' ·course. · · · · 1 •• - · · 

As ·for uS." we now have before-us what we· hope will be eight wonderful 
weeke. We shall mobilize ourselves for political clarification and the · ··. · 
publicati?n of our ideas. We sball lot everybody, far. and wide, kne>i \dint we 
are,. what we· stand for, whe.t we intond to do. Thon we shall. be able. t.o join. 
~he. l!ovement as a solid, disciplined. body. of peopl.e who know what they tra.ni: 

· .. ancl .. how tbay intend to fight for it• · We. hav• do"' t.his· without. any. one ·.;;; our 
--leading comrMes ,spreading gos3ip or slander or making: psycholtJgicBl charactar-
. hatio.ns of tho leaders or the pol,itics of the W,P, or •the S,W~P. I£ after,all. · 
·this, .the cqmrades still think that· they prefer to stay with the ·others, :then;: 

my ·dear .. lleesie and )'Iilli am, hear wha'; they have to say; . tell them what we are 
doing and what we propose to do, try to perSuade them to."recondde'r, but let 

1
:':,-·· 

them be Under no misur.derstandillg. ae to .what we think of thel.r actic4s, not as . '· 
··indiv!duels, but no political persons •.. If we did not do that and with the ·· :,. ... 
necessary fii-mness~ we should be· traitorB to tha politicAl ideas we represent.· 
' - ~. . ... ' . 

. . £ . • 
*****************•••••••••••••••**********•o•••••~·~•••••o~••••••••••••••o•••• 

. . . . . . . ,,, 
Tl!E JOBliSOII-li'OBES.T TE!IDENCY liAS. NOW REP!!INTEI> !rWO 0~' ITS llASIO DOCtlMEli!I!St , 

T!fE ?<JSifiON OF Tl!E JOHNSOII-li'OREST TE~Il~Y !>N THE !l!G!!O ~'OESTION · '/1' 
. EDTiO.A!riON, AG!TATIOl!, AND PROPAGANDA by J .R. Johnson 

·th•se are for sale at 10¢· per copy 
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At the Trade u~l.'on. Se~o.ioh:o:t' our Oonfereh,ce we, once '"GRill re,.i't'irl'IIOd tl)'• .. 
ideas cur documents are baaed upon .in essence, and t:be American Resolution S.nt!::·~ 
"Education, Prtp"Ganda and Agitation" (The Al!!ericll!lization of :Solsh.,..ism). ~· ' ; . · 
task of reol""u.i ting and. integrating workers ·~o ·the _Bolshe:vik moven:ent requires ;- .. ··; · .. 
that we now serioual;v consUer "'hst previouslY. we. hsve' .onl;v .hinted ,a;t. That io; · 

· the life and lnl.lieu of the. worki:og class in 'the 't'nite~'St&,hs and the penetr.,. ·• 
tion of it by cur l~;~st iqcas which the;v have alre~ ~•gun to grasp in inst
inctive action and thought. . · ·; · . .. . · · 

llecauso the. ;lmer~can proletariat is one of· tha mos't .flexible ~It 'the· w1'ld 
for historiC and econoli'Jiq reasons, th~ revolutiO~y .~·ae~~ permeating it n.:re '· 1 : 

for the superficial. ob-eez:ver clouded ovttr by 'bhe bourgeo111 forms of -expreSsion;: 
This in itself forces ser'1ous l.fa.rxiats to raise their l'sve1 of. analysis.axzd·to '.· 
remove thems..ilVeS more and, more fro~:~; ·the abstract understanding of the:pil"olet-. 
ariat in relationship to ~he.. bo~eeoisle to understanding the proletUint. aS:·'an 
OPPressed clS.ss e~ergi~.·with~,the pattems Of' thr future·.whi~.¥! ~'Etdopt.· 
:But to get a.t the~i-oqts·o;f .. the .working clasa, party tr~~bers lll!lBt:·s\).bltlerge·all · 
pet·t;v-bourgeoio id:eale end ;rioe: to identity 'wf·tl\..lll'e prciletliriat. We.ID11at 'learii··. 
and learn 'from the .j:ot"ole'tSr~at .- in ·t1le :f"'ct~ry; 'tn eoct.!U i;\.:fe;: . ·· : 
We niuat acc.,Pt the.'wp-!'ket: ·f;o a degree thAt lci cha:oge all.~ . .. .. 

.. super_ficial staridardB. of ctrl.ture. The"j:Jositiye cOnViction . ·~~e· 
the working class represento ·~ its Powe·r· to4 bS.ttei-'down all tha.t has 
degraded us - h;vpoaritica.l double standsrde between miln and women, 
and you:og, betwoen t~ well and the handicapped, between _idealo and ac1>1o:ns, 

_.tween ~ecessitiCs and oppresdng po"'~~r. These ·~hings ba.va spl~t .the .modern 
sonalit)r,· made us powerless. · The proletariat can make.- us., and· society, into a 
powerful united whole. · 

The. proletariat bas the new· culture in it.· wJ··haVe _no need. for BB!lct'iOn · 
:from the bourgeoio professors who qu&ke at ·the moving mass read;y'ib· change . 
these" learned men have for; YearD mildly criticized like liberals. 

. " ... :• . . . 

We have .no rieed for s~e:When mcetiDg foi-mer f~·iendO: now 11 GucccSsfuli1. 
various professional f'iel~s •. There are comrB.des \•Tho. E"llViOU!IlY·look 'i;lack -to see 

- former. frienda and ex-Comrad:~.s ~passing them by11 ·- DOw book ,n-1 ters preoccupied: 
'with Deline, psychoanal;vsis and such, Actual.l;v we nre.not passed b;v, but. r'atllle~ 

·we ride on the crest of. a new, ·e. higher- culture \orl11ch f~ surpasses· all cl • ..,, .••• ,, 
and cot:Jpromisers to tht: old outworzi" bourgeois cul ~e. · · · \ 

If we are sufficiently educated in·. J.farrlpm, ,, xe 4U'e. a,bl·e.·-t& a~ro):I'Ch" wo~k ~. 
in various t~c~eries an~.ameng the proletariat riot only as economists but as ._ · · 
people who are· able to understand the real socialistic .instincts · .. · ,,. 
which the work~rs are.exp~essinc, often in 'i>ourgeois'lllllgUa<:'e 'and w1 th 
pbrasoc •.. lfe can mBke •'of our Marxist education and the penetration i:n,to' 
factory the ~asia o;t; .a.re'!l reVolutiorlsr;v appi-'oach to societ;v.· We .sr.all be·get.:. 
ti:og the WB,I/_ Of winning WOrkers to the part;y and int~8ratillg them. l' ,am. repeat.,. 
edl;v amazed at the WB¥ workers, once we ·~earn to. talk' to. them and reall;v merai . '' 
and unders~'!- what_ we are telling them, cnn take it lllld understand it and ~ v e 
it back to ;in their own terms. Sitting.on the line, talld.:og to them, one ---.. ,, ... -.. , 
see the new ultur•. in the proletariat. That h th• real c-.tlture•IOf'•tlle tutilre . 
end not ohaei"l:,l'fter the book~'llritin!(tmal1ell8• and the need to compote •lith ·; ·. 
the bourgeois culture; The foundation of the now culture lies waiting :!'or these·. 
perceptive enough and activo anough to understand and dinnttulll'lo its potential-·.·. 
it;v. Thet 1o whst 1e msent. by penetrati:og into the wricero 1 milieu. Othenri•• · · 
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the worker ie ;you wrk' n~itt to and tey' to· influence, to 
in union· elections or to·join tho part;y;·but hes no pooitl.ve v&lue·inhelre:tt 
himselt. · He representS only a quanti -i:a.tive increase 'to the mt"vement 
able to~azerciGe a qualitative effectp 

Trotoley full;y understood •ur task here. In speaking of the party press~ 
he said: 

"I continue to be t£ the opinion that you have too manv pet tv-bourgeoi~t 
!gys and g!LlA who are. very goodsod dsvoted to the part;y but who do not full;y 
rea11·ze that their duty is not to diecuas among themaelves but to penetrate into 
the fresh niilieu of workers. n (In Defense of Marxism, p. 112) 

. ' .. . ......... '·' ......... -~ -........ . 
T~ do this we !lave to ma!ce the complete break from bourgeois society and 

'all its d;ying yet clinging emotion, Otherwise party members continue t• wait 
hesita#tlT. ( 11 Ie this tlie time to go into the factoeyT Must I place politics 
before everything11fhen shell I have a chance to eet£le dowif' .na •.Tite"a· novel? 
What will our friends thialc7) - before going the complete wey with and of the 
"orking class. To be p~ieed between two· different wa,ys of life means 'til be 
.fwrnl ana unsure "':' ana this tn the MarxiSt party means t• be rearM and ungure 
of the wtentialities of the work;inc class. OoJfl!"ad:o§ wha. feal.Jt sass wltircoll
ege student contacts and not torith workers mat und~rria.nd t.hls dichotomy for 
what it is - an underestimation of 1P.e ·Wt'rking e:taes~ 

........ ''·.' ··~·~ .. -...... ,. . '·' 

Many still do not gra•p the gl'eat extent our ideas penetrate our at-titudo , , 
towards all thiMs. When contacting workers we busy ourselves ~•mpletely with · 
"politics•, while we ourselves fail to integrate the trade union spher~.with· 
the complete capi t&liDtic&lly-deminated liie of the worker a we contact. Trotak;y; 
aqs;t · · · 

."An it 1st the :paper is divided among various writers, each o-1 whom ia 
very good, cut collectively thay do nct_pe~mit the ~·orkars t• penetrat'e .to the 
pages of ·the (press) Eaeh cf them epealco :f"or the '"':rkers (and speaks very well) 
but nobody will hear the workers. In spite of ito literary brilliance, to a· 
certain dagrec, the paper becomes a victim of· journaliotic routine. You do ·not·.:· 
hear at &11 how the wcrkers live,_ fight, clash ·with the police ,or drialc:whisker. · 
It is very ct.neerous for the P"Jier as " rovolutionat";y instf"Ul'lent · o:f ·the ·.party. , 
The task .is not to make a paper through. the joint !o rces of a skill.ed editori&l ,' 
board but to encourage t!~e workers to speak for themselves~ 11 (In Defense 411! · 
Mar:d sm, p. 112) · · . . · 

The workers have. a· great deal to say. For ~Xi~·ts'"t'O~·r~·ci-Uit~·;~~k~~~ 
from all strata means that we rust \Ulderstand the extent of &11 they h&ve to 
say. We ml1Bt. not, .for example, 'expect. contacts, .Negr9 workers,· y&ung factory·. · 
W'lrkers, youl!g factory women and 11orkers coming t1>. ue f;ro~.f~_tory schqoli:ig to 
fit right in with our wg;ys. llut whet we should expect io tliat when thoy do· · 
come, they round oat what wo hove foiled in. The soci&lism in the proletariat· 
today is very 'powerful, but it io not clearl;r expressed politically IU'd we fail 
to understand in live teros the intiltro.tion of bourgeois ide&ls into the prol
etariat which eover up and obscure the re&l soci:lil!sill in tli'r\iofkm:-TEB.t is. 
why we have to, aa TrotSky s~s, encourage the workers to spoak for themse~vas, 

We foil to bridge the gap between °poli tios" "'aiici ~ooi'aJ: life; and in tlil.s 
li.es the reason wcy ne.i. ther one nor the other is euc:ceesful. COillra.dee ln ~1..;.·. · 
oty toward rearuHing become impatient and tend to bl""" the "baclCI·rardness o:i" · 
the working class", the inevitable end of sectarianism (and opportuniaro too), , 
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~sts who onco grllSp · ~·· r•,.:tll<V 
. States working class moves need. not fear· propa;:antia .. 
am•nt the wrkers; and with this grows. t):le' de6p social 
a'tirh'e together that makes for national comradeship • . , 

! feel that I ·have not fully ,anti clearly expr6.ssed my iUeas. It is onlY 
now we have:left theW? thut I can begin. The W? covered up its failuros ~ 

1 blaming th8 workers,. B.!ld tried to in~egrate workers ·byncutting short·•l:u.ulilesa 
meetings" and "9oinr, down to their level" anli.Jl..ure h•ade unionism and all th,.t . ; 
\I.'S have been demoralizing ourselves. with, \'lith thee, for t'he last two YOM:'Tr~·· 
the comradeo whc ·spent all those yearn in the factorien had known wh&t:tbeywere 
doing, they wouJ.od hc\"e recruited, or that I am oure. And although some cun't • 
get Jobs now, they would know som·,thing and wuld be able to win over:and hold 
werkers. \ Stud,yinc; 1Wxi srn a."'l.d our caucus reoolutio::'la and do'Cl,U!Jents and rq e~ 
perience with the workere, small"" it ie, make me feel thnt we ohave·the corr••ct 
approach, but we --he only just beginnlrig:. Many of OU;t' owD. comradeS in the. OO.UC\1!. 
are still tlOt able .~ make t!1e big JWl!Jl in their thinking, · 
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1 
.... ~' .. · .. ,. . in this period, the miners 'bot)) aa a eoe.ial group &na. aa a. ~ecitioil. of 

tho indua~rial proletlll'iat, p:esent" treman<!ous opportunities ~,rea:poOllib.o 
.·,. · .· ilitiee in terms of building the ma11 revclut!pnary p!U'ty in the Un:lted 

;.· 
f ,. 

:· 
' '· 

States. Certain importantgencraliz~tions and perapeetives can be drawn from' 
the woz¥ elreaey begun in the lloonongahela Valley. 

Tho Monongahela river risea in central l·lest Virginia and flows north
>rard to Pittsburgh, a distance of aoma 1.50 miles ot n&vigable >to.te1'• Along 
this entl.re l•ngth there are hundrods of slope mines employing thoueands of 
minel:s.. Tipples lead :f'rom tiE mine 'mouths to th~ river tthere coal io. lo64ed 
on 'oarees to be !raighted ~.! steamer to Pittsburgh. In 1946 almost 1/10 
of the nat1on 1 a con.l tfaa tr&nsported down this river by barges.. Several 
railroads aloo serve the area; their tonnage is even greater. 

· The coal area follows the river but is rel&.tively narro\lt.a On either 
side ·a marginal agricultural region axists. To the north the mines bland 
illl!'erce:9tibly into an industrial are.•. the center of >rhich is Pittsburgh, 
the center of the lrorlci1o steel production. Witb.in the coal !trip there e.re 
hundreds of company tl)wns, many of which are hr..rdly ll mile apart. 

Pittsburgh is the only m•tropolitnn center in the vicinity. Other to•"na · 
he.vs a maximum of about 2.5, 000 people. Few miners ever see ~ithburgh, and 
trips to .ouch ·centers ao Fairmont and Mox·gnntQ\Irn, W~Va •• are not frequerit . 
except for thone 11rho live w~thin a t"e~r miles Of the towns. The com:rwcy -town· 
io the economic unit. · 

A ·aon'servRtive estiD".ate nlaces twenty perOen"t of the tJM'{i'A1s 4oo,oo_o: 
···men· in· the I·fo,nongo.hela area. The extrP..otive nature Of the i;lduBtry ·demands ·~ 

decentralizsd pit mouths. and the. companies he.ve seen f~t. to place the sluieks '· ·. 
tha"y. ereet for -the x¢-n~rs F\t th~ ·pit mouth9 in tho; ll!P..jo!'i ty. o:! ce.ges~ · Th!e . 

· !l!enns the.t ·= of the commoll!'lnces of urban civilization such 11-s running 
water, bath rooms, and so on, are A.Utouiatically e~clilded from. the miner 1 B 

,·lite because of the _economic impossibility of installirig them on a slllllll 
·.·scale·.· · · 

. In generP..l there are threci reasons "'hy there are fetor cantr("~ loelltionn 
from t1hich the mine~ .. s could trnvel to trorlt •. The first is historicnl.. Many · 
of. the company _C!PRP.B. pertook more. oi" thr nature of CO~Dl'a.DY··c~ncentrn.ti.on 
camps· then toHns t1hen they were erected. IuimlgrP.nto ttere lUred from. Europe 
and placed· in barbed· wire stockades trhich included both home a and pit mouths, 
Union organizers and Correspondents lTBl'e eXcluded from the stocl:Bde. The '· 
miners coUld leave only be menns of e. !)llSB llhich hnd to be aecura·d from the 
boss~ 

The armed gunrds IUld the barbed wire el<iot oril;,o in memory but the oo.,.; 
pP..ny to,·ms remain both ns vestiges ·and P.s husincDaen~. Onqe 17l'"ected the ·shacks 
are inhnbited until they literally rot n•·ey, One of our contacts helped ·. 
build olw:lts· in 1926 >thich cost o".lY $50.00 euoh, To dey l;hey rent for $15.00 
a month. Others nre so old thto.t no one ia. ~he coJnmuni ty Cl•.n remember tthen · · 
th&y '\'iere erected. From 'the atp.ndp?int u:r tho llliner: fe't' miners OR.n a.f'f'oZ.'d 
automobiles and unless tbet•e nre ehol'Gr housen nt the mine, ·no one lilcea to , 
drive a ce.r to work and dirty the interior >tith thebnlclc "dust which covers 
~the·J:Ziiner. · 

~' · .. 
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f.. ··or., "£ ·J.he ·~·ro~.:>cta .. o£· the trnnaiUon. :rrc.iu·•liiiDa·:work to 111110Miio was.: 
the lllmost t'ctlll diapl_ne~l'J~~:'P( o~cier',"WOrli{o>;<o· •. · Jluri'!lll'•~he dori-s.,~ :n i~ ' 
we.s custoiJIBry to gat rid of nl.l men over 40 whon poscible P.nd supplnnt tboC! 
witll youn(ler elementc who w•re bettor able to withct•';"d .t~, ·~rueu~·.pe.co .'· 
set by the _m!\Ohines. ··Skill becnma of tniitlitel:v leHs lmpc.rtr-nc<• ~il,·n·.str.e!lgth. 
During the wnr years lllmost llll' of -tho oldol' men ·wer'n ,,-ci.~lle•l r\4 llW'Bi.Ml ' · 
mnes -\fare reope:ned., Simul ~aneouoly; ·younge-r· men 'left the '9i,tu in drovaa •: · 
somG to the nrnt;, some to the da:f'en~e plr.ntfl. ~AnU. tl".oy lw."'e nbt 'returned·~ 
One of the problems of tod.A,y, not onl,y iir Americn but ell o'vor the world., · 
is thnt young men refUAe to work in tho mines, 

!rhere ar• .thrpe priiJIBry cl<tos!!icr.tions of miners toc!n,y, These <U'a 
llegroes, immigrr~tu ~~d theiz:o Bona, nnd nntiV~ whites ;,:,hO hnve frequently 
switched to. J111ning from ::nnrginnl· fP.:Oms •. ; Onb '>f' evt:uy :fcur Cin6rr: is n. N'egr.o; 
l!llU1y of them cr.me· frc.:n the deep Scu~h- nnd· tho genor:ll tiur;J·f,e of CO:"tcentrP.t!on 
increases fror.J r.orth .to J;~Ot!thc During the 20 1 !::i Jll'.tllY Ue&,rocs vere imported· 
from the southPrn st6.tes t'J the no::Cherr. ~t!a!; 't.; strike breOkers. Meet of 
the ill l-rill o:i that period ha:; been d:J t9ipated by time. _ HotrCver, a certai~.
amount of distrust :'Omains. · In the Ml,:l~ngahelti -ru-ea llnion action must hr,lve 

'the support of: bvth -l:n.:es tQ .'·o.E.~e::ffective~ ,·r:hitea d.i~lil:e· to suupO~t; E(loCB.l.l e-
program t1hich ie: cartied. by -aloost oxclusi_vely !legru · vot~R. .• 

' ' 
On the other hen4.' >lhen the relations are ·judged relative to otb.ir' 

areas it .. ia readily aeon that friction is at a very minilllllll. It il not at , 
all infreque>)~ thet >:hl, to• ·mm ·blacl:s ohe.ro the sMe houde rind mixed Jllal'r18ge• •· 
e.re found no>r .and.agnin,• lfagroec hold· office• in .mnny ot .the loonle 1· respo~ 
sible positions,, n~~· ·_merely .hono..rney ':posts. · :·· ~ · · 

,• 

A surprisinC nmount of .lls~riml:nation is prE\Ctised by the emplo)'erril' 
inA.ny mines i'efu.se to hire N'cgroeu nnd· maey compnny towns exclude them.· West· . 
Virginia is a Jim. Crow -&tate of :the worst• sort. : · · ·· · ~ ·~· 

. ~: .. ·_ . . . . - . : '\ . . . ~ . 

, The for.oi;;ll. borl! nnd their: childran ·=• ·conil•n••rq 
sections of 'tile llon!'Pil!'h9la. vlll.J:w.·' !-!oct .or them .' ·~~:~!~::~~;;~::~r~, 
Europe· nn.d are :f$le.v;s,: ItnliMS,:• ahd :PoiJ.es. -H~·ey· ietnin ~ 
traditions and I· .have,. B!\coqnter:e·d old· Menshevi!ct:r·r,;mon,~ the 'de•t.e<>hmut.;• •. 
-T~:e immigrant.S' predond!1B.te north· o:t· the J.t"f.s'o·~ ~~: Di~on '!:inc'; !!-..!:::". bc.c;o."..:...ic 
Pennsylvll!lia preceded West Virginia in production.and sinoe 1913 imm18l't.tion 
has been slight. 

. .. . . .. ' . 
ll'o offor.~:.wao, ever llll!de to int'ergr,te these· immigrentS. int~-Amerienn 

c,llture. As 1\ result··t}),ey retn.tn mnn;y Euro!li:':%l·tl•A.dit"1onsmd·hav~· their o"m· . 
societies, Polish lcd(les, Slnvic uniona, etc, Somo'of' tho nntion(\1 gro)lpings . 
even have their own .collegeo, .It is quito· difficult to co=nioat'e >lith DliiDi' · · 
of these peopi.e oven rio.,, pll!'ticularly for one not noqunib.tod >dth' tho· poc
ulie.r mixture of aonventionlll gestures nnd internr.tionnl dialect ~hioh 1a .. 
sanctioned by social usoge, This bes noted to the do\>rim•nt of J.i terature 
seles e.nd it doubly unfortUik~t· es renny of these peo~l• ore potentiAl revo
lutionaries Q~ .the first order. I nm quite confiden~, for exampie, ihnt an 
Italinn speak;ing percon coUld orgenize .,; 'brlllloh in llorgiUlto>m in short ~rder; . 

.. . ' 

llheree.a the Negroes offer thO most fertile ground for rovolut'io~ery 
notivi t;.o beoeuse ·of· th,e .dual discriminntion >rhich thoy cut!'er nnd the immi
grnnts are recept.ive .beth by cultur~.l heritl'.ge nnd Amorionn diSoriminnt~on, 
thG Mtiva whites repreaent a .diStinctively bn.ckwa.rd strntl\ in aOmpn't';so~ •. · . 

. ' 
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k 
1'hey ua fl'eqlleAt;, .. til~ prod.uQh ot or ou'ii-.Vg1ua1' t~og lallcl · . 
llllcl' their dendty ino'rease·iJ to th& · . ~·ri .. in ::aot,9!'s lliWI~ be n~ted, . 
1'ho hill amen .or. ••IJ.~lleril' 1fest Vl:rg1ml!l l!loa~: idli. t1111t minero. in tha . 

. r 
. :. 
' ;··· 

state even thoU&!> the least 'po!itlcal.,. · ;:;!t l's' in·'thiil are .. · that . 
·tha graa~est opposition' to Lewis i's to .be· · · .Ana" it '!8 '-in southern lt.is't-: 
Virginia where l!vfng nnd wrld'ng oonditio"'s -are the ""rat f\nd w!tere tlle . 
greatect amount of personal violence take& J>lSCG, .. Du.r1ag the lroveltber ,1946 
strike only one miner """ ldlled, a phenomenally lciw'"!igure, but."t!l!s ~o0k .. place in the southern section or West Virginia, out of the J(onongahe).a·vai,. 
ley. be it noted. · · ; . 

. . ~· '.';'·.~:. ·.~ ..... -~ . . . 

. :Set•!e•n -,~sa. cal~si.ficaUomi there ~s 'ociirui,.ill: 'fo,el:±pii·'but,:o~. the.·, 
whole remarkably, little, Difference" in ·race or. o;,igin· .neldoln' inter'fer,e w:l.th 

• , . . • 'I ' . ~ the b11sinees at harid, pnrtlculnrly 'in caue: oft. a. etr~ke. ·where ·aollllDllll:ty i~: 
terest take precedence over personal 1)~ec\1lectio'nS; :· · = •; :. -··· _·' • • ••.•. , ••• 

. · 'T~·for~.-~d~~:;\tibi):o:r the aver~ge-~~~':-}~.~~;1~~~~~ :B.:t .thi~ ~; 
· compene·ated by an .i~clilstrial eill.tco.tion·b<>th vigo.r.oua· nnd·pro"i'"o\lnd,, In the 

: .l>r?cess of·,prodl.cti.'\~:·a·'cor,t~in ~t ot cs.iriiJ,.· .. ~~rei;k.~Ji.' t;i>d <J~tr-,.reHanc,e 
are· .requi's~t~t in t.!ie, en;v~ronment;. 1lf oppr.osGion. a .,ens,e: · o'f ·hatred· and· a spi,.. 
"it ·of, ·re7o:J.t a::•. i~>ert,te,bil.; · • · ·. , ., , . . .... ·· · ·. · · · · ... , · · -·:' . . ... .. . : . :'' -~ .. 
·;-:· .. ;' . . '· ~ •. " ..... ,_·; . _· . 'j ~- · •. ,, .. \ . -~ :, ,- .. -· __ --·. 

·,. ' ·. Tha· otr~citUl'ea o:f ~odern ·cBpitall,~m have .el:lp~;z:!call;v dr'ut.ui!od ... iiito. the·:. head oi' the miner a rece'ptiVi.t;V to revoluUon~ ·p~op;itruid8;:· Ma:rx!.st theoey,· 
. ·:not as-such .but i.s trtu!Slated; il>to' termino.log· ..,;d ~o~i.encos comp~eheliBtble · 
·to the ·miner, .. is fmme41nt'ely gt"BI!p(ld'Yith: an··~-~t.:ol>ickil'l& p'rotundl:ty; .. •·, . : 

The miners ,.,:~ dee~ly di~s~ti.~i~~ ~~h 'ihe~:~ ~~~r~ng and'·i~:i·~. cor.-:. ·.,.·:;;·,•:')';,; 
: "d.l. trona.' 'l!hh rinds expression in n relnti vely high nmount oi ··noO:Un,g pop.. ~ 

Ulatl:o'\: !Dan· itho <lri~t. from .Camp 'to. cnmp s~.eJcing"e,om~thiDg better, The oiL 
Jlliners .warn th~ ypung man t6 ·Stey"out·.c!' .the :pi;tC~ ,Qri tlia othel1···liMd.'ie""-S:O··:·--~;;~-:;.,:;;:c,(j~~: 

't.W. mlner.s do. i.11ar.~. the.p1tsi ~his !• PB!"tinl.i;v ·r.cco~ted fo~ by .. the::tnl>t ·' 
';that there.ls llttl'e'els'e· ti)'do.in .the•aren·but thll brotider rellllon lies-, in . 

"1!' opinion,· 1,; 'the· reliitionuhlp· batw.een. the· l"tne~- .;>:tl:~'N .. -~ r~:k· · :·.: · ·.. •. .·, .:..· _· ~· .. '-."·>~~~·~f;l 
·. '. The,·lllil!ero take. a certain pride in·the fnct' t~ii tliey'·i\re'-llll.nuro> inC" .. 

·::. the worldng .cond1~i.ons 8s f~''wezos,. ·.:But, on the ctl;>or lulnd, they disli'•\i' the· 
· :·· ·aonditions of work. 'The':.cOntradidtion•betl'le~n tlie 1rinat·i:i· d.eOire .... to prodUce··: 

coal Md the inability ~o .~erive ney. ben~:!'~t f;,om ·production manifest ita,el:f· ':· 
in friendly competition between shifts to se.o. w~c!t gt"bup can wl.n il ·c!II'ton . · 

· ·o£'·. cigarettes O;t" som!3 ~oh P;t"ise. · · · · ' '·· : · -
. ··:·. 

• . .\,;.·t!iar' fo~m: tlieln!J!erS. ap:>reciate s...f~·tiy 'i~ap<l~to~i .. but ilialike t~: ,.'. 
be· force!l, :to ,comply, w1 tli~ 8ey fOrmal . regul."ti~nu •. : They o~.i~l~er the men at . 

. the face ~l)e only people qual,it'ied to decide. on ••rifety '"!'BSureo·, ·· The· inapoct:., .. ·, 
or' a function, as far as·:the ·nen~o.r,e.coneex•ned, ~B to keep ·the.:ooupany~1n lineeo .,_, 

• . , . . . . '· .' '· . :"':" , . r. , ., '.r,. 
·. ~snatis:C~etion >11th mining has stendi.l;v. increased· ·aincd· machinery 11M '· · 

· intro.duce~, I think tho r"elE>Honship is· to . be found in . the fnot that there.- ' 
i.o no.w considerable 'l"ea'~' ciuti-et :tor individual ·~reative .MtivHy: ""d ll!I1Ch 

' :"' "Diore ·m~'ch£inizoi.tion ot. tlie :per«dnnlfty, The' >rh~le outlook "crui .be :sUllimed up ·· 
-in·apiU'agraph_apoken;Jii.···iimlnet: -! .... :.:·. , .· _ .. , .!···.· .. ·, . 

"It goto you,· iou"uon't::otten ql/.l.t m~ng for good, It-gets_you where 
you live, the smell of coal, or something. It•s· the hnrdest-wo~-there is 
but i"t gets in your 'blopd and you Bin1t satis:tied with notbint;·~lae, ··You 

., . "a11i1t·.satia:tied.w1th irli:nirtg aibhel.';•·'Md ther~ you, are ... . n ' 
' '!• ' - . .'.: ., ' . • . . : 

.,;';''· 
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' 
!rransportation is very iliadeqliate in tile area.-· In so.;-. ;<iS:ses mining 

camps are iftolated altogether B:ld 'are_therof~re ~otal~y,'deJ?en~~nt 0~ ~OCI'l .':' 
:f'e.c!litisa for e:very &spact··Of l1:f6; ... ..Aild ·even :trhen· transportation l.s av~il
able, the miners ~eldom le.Sv:o· t-he ·relatiVely narrow itrea in t-rhich ·cool ic ' 
mined. :!'!Jus he is familt:ar with tlie river valley for 20 m!les in either dir
ection at times 'b\l.t .'Perhaps- has neVer l:ieen :more thb.n a few ~~lea lU.'&.Y frop:~ 
the river. · · 

In almost· every important. reopact tho miner is pa1•t of a spegifio, 
honlogenM>uscommu.nity differentiated .from the broader co!!lzmlll! ty of American 
life... This may be seen in the, oegre6ated recrention of tii.~· ·mine1•s. !:'\·en 
in the towns of 20~000,minera usually frequent one set of snloons, etc., and 
to\msmen nnother. For recreation the oiners are H.mited, by nnd lnrge, t.o 
beer halls, d.an~es, :.mo~ies, ·and· gambling.· 

~he minere consider the=selvoB, and·nre considered by others, ~ nl~ost 
.a race apart. A union card is a·Cfillin& cnrd.· The problems of ·the mdner 
are such as to parmi t conversations bo.ttTeen llDY two minerfi no !ll..'ltt~r ho'-'' un
like in other .respectS" l)ut make, conversations with non-mtne!""s quite :djfficult. 
This ruB.y be tilustro.ted by .. a conversation 1 hELd with one ·or ·Comrade Femrick's 
best friends vho is now :a student .'tiut was, at one time, n.miner. Hl! ... tJold ina, · 

. "You or I might go up to e. ·llliner and tnl!t to him about Socialism rtght '""" 
but· someone like. S~o" here· (i.e. FenwiCJo) might stay a"ound for t•ro or three 
years and Dot tlin their eonfidenaA~# '.i'her ju~"!: dcn1t trust him .. n :."hile it 
is possible .th.~t tho _student exaggeriited ·and probable that othel' fnctors aro · 
present in the· situat,ion, still tl'>is indicates the light 'in which outsidere 
are judged. · 

. '· :· ~· .. ·. 

: Thi's same consciousness of. cultural lndepeindenca is .mnifasted i~ :maey' 
other. we.yp,. The· ideological front 'which repels nll. of the aosnults of oo. 
cnl.led "public oninion!1 has· aetound,ec! nnd diegusted boiirt;eoisdom ·for mri.ey 
years·. It· iS' said. that the miner .s ignore nublic opinion: thtt.t ia_ not· _truA.- ., . 
it !e i!!;pcta>iblG tv ignol"e the· conerter1 so'r~Eims £ron the MtionBl' cast13 or ··. 
linrs, but tl;e _miners discount it. · · · · ·· · 

All_of these. facts, tr~.ite·,· a.nd. "DrcpcnsitieG (nnd mi::ny Othe~s cOhl.d- be· 
drawn •.) adc! up to the conclus.ion •tluit the mining culture re:9resents a im,.,_ · 
ity within a co~ity •. The common ·cohesive factors are industrial in na.turt;~ 
rP.ther tha'l" racial 'or oth'er~ti"se. . 

. !l'he basic d.istir~ction is·,-. of course, tha distance lhit\·teen the cOmplete 
life of the ml.ner ::md -the complete life of tke ui'bltD prcl.etririO.tie.n, Many 
of th~se differences have been alluded· to.· ThGy gO. all of the wai from r8c-· 
rention to proorention (the miners have the 1-rg•st fam~lie• i~ the country). 
•rith sanitation and educntion thro•m in, llut of no rnean proportion in the 
type o~ \oretrk "which the miner·· does .. 

Mining conJ. 'ts ·hard and ·brlitP~ "ork, Recent industrinl. history ha& 
been the lil.atory .of .mechanization: from predominnntly, hitnd >rork to predou~ 
inatly machine work in ;n, deoe.de. Thio trllneition· wan not' easily made, During 
the dep•ession ye<)1's· the ·1JMt1A locl<ls fought mechailizntion, pru.•tioulnrl;• tlie 
introduction of Joy -loaders ... it appeared that tochnologionl unemployment 
would en&ue. · 

The miners. a till l~ok -Upon the introduction of me hines •ri th inixed 
feelings.. ~lm\y of. them so,Y that th"Y would rP.ther return to hand loadi·ng • 

.. ' 975 
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~· ..ak~· tbia cli&tinoUon !!•tween tba t"'•• ot lnbo~i lwl4.lo~ ,.,.. btclo. 
luoeRk1n&bu.t -'~. ·' · ._ t ;, •l'~~ c··.tl·,•~.r i i~- .... ;,~r-'.'i ·;\:-1:·: · ·. -

· to W07.k with ClaObiner.v 1o 0hard," . 'l1hat·1a, tl)o r.ctunl lt\bor ot' 
hand labor wna grantor but it 'n£tordsd aoiDB 1nclividunl1t;y, ,'l'odl>;y llll.nera ·· 
have trod .the fat~ilirtr rol\d, · Thet nrc appendages ot the llii\Ohine .IIJ\~ ·au'rl;iect 
to ·inceour.nt netivity with only the nci'telt;y of llnnger to lii!Men the moJ>-
ot"ony.. · · 

Accident r~d health otntistios further p~ticulnrizc the co~ nren, 
In 1942, 1400 miners ,ere lcilled nnd 70,500 inJured, EiF,ht out of evory 1'.un
dred minerr. ll\<'\:Y ,,,..,,,ct to be killed or injured cr.ch yenr. Until May 1943 
more miners h•.d ,,.,:;n ldlled or inJured than hnd boon re;.>orted killed, m1so!ng 
or cli:,::~turo:d !::1 ~J.l !lr'l"JCl:.e9 c!. the 01•ri1ed services. Uost of these r-.ccidento 
could i.1v ~·rtoJVC:1tL.U.: th•'Y nre the result of wnnton c,..relcssneas. The l'niners 
f_eel tru~t· thu ~,:~.t;y ins:9t:ctors, both stnte t".nd nr•.tionnl, nre _on the side of 
the bossec. · · 

The lnck of snnitntion in the cnmpe, the lnok: of oduo.,tion, the low 
level of 'lif~ nll bre9d. bfl.d henl th for both trie:1 f'l.nd. fr~.~nilies. TubercUloals' 
is the mont dfa.nge'rous dlsen.se :uid eil.ch.ya.r.r 120 ·out of every 100,000 miner& 
die of it. Th!s compnred to 87 for industry ns n whole, 

Medlco.l' service is no.toriously bnd, In the nn.jo~it;y of en••• the 
men pny the •ool'lj?e.ny doctor•. throU(',h the •check of:£.' but the. compnny nppoints · 
the doctor fo.nd c~n remove_ him n.t uill. Needless to BF'.,Y the doctors -Ut'IUI'\lly.-:_ 
lllMifest n much granter n.ttfl.ch.'!l.ent for the coraptl.ey' thn.n for the11' pn.tii&nts·~----.--· · . . . . . . .. 

. It. iS n chronic aource ofgrlevMce thl'.t the._doctor~, the_ compenontion,
l:Jcnrd.~ end. the cocpr:cie~ unite to pre•rent i_njured trl.:1ers fran gatting nee~~ 
dent coqpensP.tion. -Althoueh the doctor's salnr:r seldon l'Up.B_ belo'' $5009: ·a 
ye~, hi_c fnoi_lltiea t>.re usually m6oge_r r.nd his s~rvlce lnx" . . . 

~he diSttstc:·s of the .coru fields raceive trel'lendous.ptiblicity. but 
·truce only n smnll no; ,,entriF.e of the dee.d nnd in.lured, Individur~ cns1!J~1>l.e,~,,.:,,,,"·~:·~·:'~ 
·PJ..eciominr.te r.lld ~ ... P-ent ':n.-uiy ·Of theSe are cnus'ed. by tbe- sPeed ·uri SVB'<lm 

does _ndt pel,"mi~_._c. rt..'\.'1 to keep up hiS posta, eoWld tl'¥3 roof, 
. _ele·m~ritei-y saf_ety precia.utions. ·. 

!f.I!W.i. of the Monongn.1eln Vcll9.'£ .nnd Prftfent l!rJlnc~.e..!l. 

· lfeot Virginin rtuike first in the production o{ ·l:i tum!.nous co.Rl in the. 
USA. ,l?enns;ylvnnin is second, In lfe~~ Virgin!;, nbout l/4 of' the· popnJ.Btion · " 
l.s inado up of ininex:s. When this is tiiken i'n conjunctior; w1 tl\ the fnot thnt" 
labor holds, the bnle.nce of po>re,;: in Wes,t V!rgin:l.n ( r.nd the bnlance of powor· 
in both pt'.rties o.s f:nr us thnt (li>oo) the .tromendouc 11d~;!ot of the minora in 
politic a is appnrent, ' ' · ," 

The coo,J. nrcn in ti,Vn.'is roughly 'split into t11o Min divieionaj Northe:ru:" 
and Southern.' tTlie titr.n of the northern. section io the. ConsolidBte Ooe.l Com-

. Po..v_, 'now the lArgcnt cot:l.)?~~,. in. the "'orld .of its t:r!le• Here. in. th~ n..o¥0th, 
the mines l'.!'•d t!lc u:lion tu'e older ruthough lfe•t Vi~t;l.nil\ no n whole· >ms· or
gBnl.zed relatively le.t.. In the South conl is ohJ.y no>t beginninB to come 
into itt D\m; this beoP.Use the ol.der deposits, in ·Pen.."laylvn.:c.i:t. esnacinlly. 
e.re beiftt! 'ro;oked out r.nd 'the industry h moving'. south r.nd >taot;· :And '"-til 
industry so go the miners nnd politicnl powor, But thnt, no ~et, is lnrgely. 
nondel:ll.CI the northern field still produooo. nt top cnpr.aity. n.,d, it hits been 

., .. · .. : 



~~~.~~·.~'-' ::;';:._:'·~·:'J':--: · '•l' ~ ;· • 'w~ ' "': ~ , 

~. ·.·:. . ··. ;,'-: ' .·., :· .... ·}.~ .. 1.... •, . .. ! ,; 

<,:' 
~' . · · iuittmated ·that thO state d a whnlo retaiao1109~~i~~i;~~:* for a thouaBIId yearo, at· .W.eaent :rates :ot. c . •. ~ . ' . . . . ' ' ... 

· · The othe_r two· lP.r..ie inciii·atrios in tho··atato are riteol r.nd. cheirilel\l. pinnto; 
Chemical pla1ita ar.e .c~ntered a.Ji?ut. C)larlOotbwn; ·tt.e' cnpltcil ~!.~he st_a~e; . 
although one is located r.t Horgan·town which employa about 6oO workers. 'l!h<l 
ohemicnl pltints are O\omed to a. larga extent l.v the DuPont a. Ste~ .• center~d .... 
in Wheeling and .the Ohio ,V:o.l;tey, .is· eontrolled'~Y 'k'.i'.ifelr \1ho JiA.o e· na!"lon 
Wide• x'eputa,t~on .Eis a lfibof. 1~'}ter. . . ' 
.. •, . ' .. \~ ·. . . ·.; . . .. 

. Any p'olitical'bloc be~:reen the COF.l.l, steel, and chemical t'IOrkera would 
sw~~p nll. be~ore 'it tn ~es~.v:~~gini~: the vot_es ·or_ theSe three divisi_ons f~l!m 
ali absolute mjorl.ty~ And beyond thiH I nm told b~· the l.eade~ of the NAACP 
in· l~or'gsntow 'that the lle_groea t<ould follo>r an independent labor pnrty almo,,t 
100%, lie, himself a scho.ol t.encher, 1s of the. opinion tho.t both pe.rHes have 
sold the ,.,orker dOi>m the river· f9r 80 years and that an ILP )fOUl~ be the 

·best. thtng_ thct .l'<\!' .~v<-r. ~•no a; to -the· Negro. .If marginal and el!l>-maraiMl 
:f'nrmers, who COlii}lose, th~ ne;:t st·r.Rtn.. ot. oppressed could ·be drn:wan ·into the 
orbit 0'f' M _I;LP. togethei~ tti th coP..l-, ··steel, .chemicn.l workei·s,. n.nd.. the lTagl-oes, 
the nwDlie:r Ot.• v6teS tlhich could be .Illlstered ~.gnfnSt th!B tfoup would ·be infin-itesimally smail.- ' · ·. . . · 

• • • , • • • • ' ; • o I • ,,' ·, :. '. : , , • ,• 

Among the rank and file coa.l· -miner·s :.th~re ·nre _:::ney· signs to indic~te .·. 
tl"~t'-labor· is ~bout to cOlilpsce. At n public ~e'ttiJg;!D- eilr.l:Y·.Apr~i:-n ·mtnef 
whO hai .be~n · ~ot!illy ilne.xpos~d . to ·our: propo.gnnda· ·arose ."to sp~nli_. t.hree. times , -.. 
on the:· necessity for unity bet.:aen tho AFL und tho OIO. Of no less. oignif1c- : 
ance "'"" the renc.tion of tlle ·rank Md file to .. the ilo'venlbei• · etri):e. whan it . · 
feared· that Le>ris )rould be Jal.~~d. _T±me IU!d-nt,;ain t. henr!l the opi11:i.o, OZJ·1res·,,·~:;,:?:·j 
that ·not one lWlip 'o:t'".coal would· be ·mined unt:ll lie irouid 'be released, 
that il;" 'trOuld be neceseary .to- unite all :l,.bor iieh1nd 'the tight.·for.tha.r,,le,nse•,. ~f LeWis. · ' · · · · · 

.. - ·•' ·\ • ·:, .', • ., 1.- • , _-, "~. 
·.· ·ooropered t'o t:liis f'e~tile. ·grouncl· our propn,gnnda has remained r.i118Ul!U'l;v.,: · .. 

sterilte; To tli.e miner tha' Lebar .Action ~e.nipal.r,n- 'for "'! r:r,P_-~s·ru.m0 ot u
0
e_,;. ... ,_ 

· .ingl"i3sAi ·members 9t the .NO \'lito have :riaited. -Morg,'~.ntoim have lllllill18'ed to Pl'a"o_-: 
••nt 'the. conaapt oi' the ILl' es e oi._118Ularly.- ;h&~nrJ:t' j.JI);:tiinct;\.n;,,. It~' · 
been my exp~rl.ence th.,t tho alogp.n' i +.oelf is meMir.;:less unles.o orgnnl.onlly .... • 
con.'lected >rith the immedinte .tnsk ~L thrl :.s.trugsle flli:•.inot co.p! tnl, . · . . . . 

. _The mine~ is P.·Very pUg!uicioue individual eropiricallif. COJ)Ce>•ned with . 
the struggle for_ e;:,iqtence fi€O.i~t his ~.r~h enemy-·-'-'tho b9ss, ~lith pol
itics ·he is poncerned not. at P.ll 'nnd,.'furthermore

0 
in 'my OjliniOD P.ziy idea Of.· 

peda8ogice:i1y teaohi~ the .dn.;r oonsciouoly to· genernliZe hi a eirnerience& 
into. the elMs st~ggle "nd_. thence io the ILl' 'is "·· utopin, · To do thie is to '··:. 
attempt to co~ress Amerionn nocial.forces into EuroP.enn form~, at best •. 

Tl)e ,content. of the IIJ>.muG_t be derivell from ~he 'inner ne<ieso!.ties Of .·' 
.the ee.ohpmic struggle!_ it must be bnsed.bn the orge.nio strivings,o:f the workers'; 

· £Or·" better lite; The entbe hhtory of the TllltfA, IUld o1: conte,..,ore.ry .Amer-·. ·.·'· 
ion for~'tlvo.t matter, have:haminered the. pe:repeativ~ of mM:V.actionii into the · ..-;. ·: ·. 
miners·,· These are the r•qui&itesl "bold; 1\ggressive progrr..m couplad >lith , · ·. '; 
the immeiil"9<''0f_nc~_~on. · · · ... - · ·• · .: .. '· ·: .· · · ... , :' ... .. : .. ·. · • 

_cdlrl\lsed cl!,soonte:;t se~ms to .• be the _pra_dominant .~Wncter1~tic or the .: · 
area,· Ole{ timers onut1cn young men to stey out ot the pitol "th~. mineo nren't '· 
like they ueed ·to be•, Diggers, >!Omen Md children r.ra all ncutely 1\t/1\re of. 
th<l 'prioe lllld housing situntions Md things more intnngibl•- - the rell\tion-

, .. 



. 
f-~~':·~"':i-.,,.t~r,;:·~,~:r.,:·;~t'is)·\~?-;~;~~s::~,T~·iT~~~-:~::::;p-~?;:\f::;:t:Jj<;':;~;~~ir'~:?f~?i?:t.~e~~~\1 
i .-.-:·--· eb1p 'of .bola tc .. ~ .• t~·r~~ for·-: e~let .. 

1 
~~. bosDe~ .were_ c .... llt··" -_!_ .. n :.1~ ... ! o_.L . .·. -.'_·, .. _ _" _·.:._. -.:;~~-

{-'. · checker alate ad, aithoush thooe were two ver:v popular pit 'b!>•aea, •. personal · · . ··.':~'-< • 
c friends or lliBll7 ,af_.t.J;Ie..wcl'ker'-• 11\8~: glgatod abo\l~ it to~ veeke oval' two totmO·. . :.:~~ 
[{--- ahipa, _ · • ·: •. · · .• , _, . · . · ' . · . · · . · . ·q41 
,, · , ,, Thia intrulgi~le ~isc~ntent i'rf not oomething >rhioh Cftll be place.ted ·W ,II · .. '~ 

rnioe in pe;y or u -:acp.t!.on; the miners ~e tJring of Letdo 1a econo"io s,t>'i1':ea _;, 
and asking what' th~y dllh. eXpeCt to ·go.ih• ·:But at· the Btunt~ time evBr:J miai"ort.- .:~:; 
une, i"rom -the. coal clU' shorttt,ge to dull tool a, from a 'rtt•eck 't1h1ch cr.useB a. , c.:.; 

·'' five minu.te dele;y 'i.n leavirlg tn'e 'Pit 'to tlio eongr.oasional lim!tntion o.f the ~ 
checkoff, to the coming hard timec, 18 beini: attributed to ">that them fallers ·. ,, 
tbn~ ow everything 1o trying to do •, ' 

~he ver;v successes o! Lewis 'ruid the tl!(f(A have tnusht ·the miner the nec
essi t;r-:tc transcend the limitations of the economic strike. ~he -rank and 
'file demand for the unification of the OIO..AD'L is nn indicr.tion ii:t' tha -~eo 
to lthich the miriers haye recoJ;tnized their problems. and the correctness of 
·chair i!)stincti ve oolut1ons ;· 

. · .. 
For lS ;rears the UMtfA has been ·able to \rin almost evoey .J:ll\jor bnttl~ 

in which it has engaged. W'O:se dem!\!lds·liave been met with en nston!ahing roc- · 
ulnri ty but .. the net result has .been almost nothing. 'rile miners' mode of life 
remains relativ~~ ~hanged, 

.:· 

. Working, c~hd.it1~ns. iu>d:>~ageil,· 1t is ·true, are much improved, llut. this 
has sePyed. ~nly _to .pose• tho problem _ot: life 1n _tel"~ of- a broed~r soeinl:·perw 
spective~ ~he 'tocuo lllili ·turnea from th:e pit tmd the Immediate ower to the 
relationship bettteen the miner end society. · 

, .. _ '·:l, .•.•• ·-· ,. 

., 
.t 
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co,..endation fo'l.' the Stalin11ita in rel'at'fon 'tel" the 'govenmeil~ e' : 
.. " '• ' . 

'l'hcr9 ...... of COUl'sa, few Sta1,1n1nto' in thh i:r.iu.l area, Olliy' OliO 
union in West Vriginia bas ~ nuuioer of Btalin!ats to speak' of, Dual 
unionism and the Batior~ Miners Union cooked the Stalinist ggoso for many 
yearo, And the 01" o not or lous strike breaking d,u!!,ng the lt!lr yeiU'e etfoct
ively <I:eetroyed whatev·er inl'luence they ever had in th!a arou,. 

!!'here is a similar lack of u.ll otbar.,leftiot groups, !lot oince. ths 
daya of Dabs have the Soeialists been·numeroue. 

!!'he UMWA itsolf, and Lewis, still otand high in the affection of the 
miners, The union is the specific and only institution t:bich the minero can 
regard as their· Ol·rn; It is. considered the eaio.ncipat!)r, bu.t as o. vehicle iJf_ 
progress it seems to be OJomethinc of o.n outlllOded form to ~ ot the workers, 
es1>ecially to t.he llegroes l·tho hnvc derived no positive benefit in the form 
of intBr-rncial education or occuPational equality. Union meetings are no 
lolJ€er the t-1ide open free-for-ells that they -once·voro.· Drowsy doiums n9w 
lSJ>GUish among the ghosts of cheering huodrede who packed union halls dUr
ing the hectic iieys o:! the, rlaing oro; ' . ' 

' , 'The bui-eaul:recy, Of Lewis wbich was once· the progressive symbol aild · 
centralized mon1£estation of the strength ot thouaando of isolated'c~al c~~· , 
baa bucomQ: a chain about the necks or the m~ in ~- enses •.. !r~a .i~ .Wti""'" ·.' 
ularl::rc·trlio -in.the case o:f'·'thio Iower'ranks 'of ~hii' buren.ucraey wbich !)rio ~o""'.' ·' 
posed of'P""nsitea of 'the '>~orot· dort; · iogalit..id"se,..;~;,ts~s 'who ~ontriijU:ie' , 
.nothing·to'the -~rell-bdzig of tiny ,_orle~<~ . .. ·.·· ·_::·;; .... ~·.'·:·:/ ;·:~ .. · ~.;: ~ :~ ;_··.\'.·-, 

, !!'he UM!·IA has almost no secondary le.nd••rahi1o: 
their:sliruld:wHh·the CIO, ·'Lewis .'bimselt "f:~;·~;~,;m,;:~~ 
no weapono· ot' the ·cnlibre. 'neoeseilry to 'fight· 
a .. qUestion .'oi' ·tilfte :unti..l _thA ;i"P.fl!t C!!ld_ f'!lo · · 
th.ere 'iS rec~son-:t·o· b~lleva· th:1.t :Lewis i-'ri ~~-·~·:~~:~~~-~-~! 
body stich ns · hts J<rQd·•Partionn. League, of 
RepublicMs· in 1946, ·It is 'rumored 
w1 th lle)<e:v. 

, As y-et :I·.heve' 'riot- :!net n single mlner lihpr h:\s been receptive t.o tlils_ , 
iden, !!'hey. sey thf..t they· had enou;:b of the 'RebublioMs under l!oover~ It is c. 

·very unlil<•ly 'thnt thO, J>eri who re:i\!es4 'to, su'pport· Wilkfe ·in''·1940 ~n 'tiie, ,< , 
fnco .of Lbwis

1 
threats ,to resign ·from the le!"lerahip ot, the OI.O;. :ld11 nw' ' , 

., supper~, a: RO'publican· clUldidate'o' :They are 'aimilnrly .disi!;utr~ed' >tj. t.)> Truiuan, 
Ons miner told me thnt he >touted to vote for the othil~ pN'ty but lie didn't · 
know llhioh party >te.s tbe other a.s they >tore both in office, The f~l .election 
of 1946 1<as boycotted to'' a large· ·extent by thi. ininerd, . ' ., ' , ·' , . '·· . . .. 

1'l!E llD;ER -~' SOCIALISM; : m MINE~' .um 1'll!l 'llilvticPI!lG C!.Ass ~Tiiun~i:;D . 
. . . .'· ' .~ ,•. . .. ' :; . . . . ' .. · ':: · .. ·. ; . -~·. . . 

. Some· of the men·!:Uid wom<i11 wpo M.:ve become ncciua!nH«:'\d-th'. Soci!\lism, 
only recently have, in"~- very short time; shotm rell!Rl'kabl~''deireloi;>ment in 
their abilities; others have been so i!"Presoed, by ths po>reJ<. of. Marxian ideRs 
that they nttribute Rli!IO'st·divine properties, to 'the i~~O.lo!:r.,~d;._to those :.;1', 
who hove, oome laio>rledge' i>f Sooilllism, On ... lady,' for ~~e, .!•liked thnt ,I,·. 
:P~:·u~~t t~·her·in o~d~r-~9 i:ur~ Ita~ cinncer ar_t•r. t~' dfc~prs,~~·:!:iv:en,up·,,_ 

~. . ;-,: •' <::'·: :- ·:.: ': 
, .... '·,':'!· o,:' ...... ~: 'M"'"' 

. ,;.· . . .. ·~ . . . -'· · .. ; . 
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. Another''oA.ae·, bt more ·iiftportn.nce, concorna l\ veey gltted loa<lo_r who ' l''~l 

,, '. 

h!ld read but little :or many ye<>rs. After !ir1t leo.rning ot lle.r¥hm. sho be-, 
go~ to read almcat inceoonntly until her'busband .complninad th~t oho kept 
him avo:Jte at night while she road in bad,· She rend ccrtnin. sections of.oov
er.U P!lmphlets over nnd over again dre.wing forth tho full meiUiing as boat •!I• coul.d by translating thei;: lessons into tho experiences of her. life, 
In threo ·different oases 1 hnve heo.rd the story of the Sli!' Trei.\Bon !l!rie.lo 
told in terms of police interference with strikes. 

In Grays r~anding, ~ennoylvnnin, particularly • the iden of Socia.iism 
has mean_t a t1hole ne"' ap:?ronch to lite to Jnl!llY miners nnd their trives, ·It 
is now the rqle rather than the exception that problems of living concern 
a o:oodly portion of our meet.ingar n sort of collllllUilal clinic of daily nct1vity 
h!ls been estRblishe_d. In the pnst.i'att 1·1eek:s we ha7o de.Ut with evictions, 
rent increases, nlimony, co-operntivo'purchaoes of fOod to avoid tha compnny 
store, the cure of cancer, methods of fighting rRoial d1scriminntion on the 
~e~nte level, et cetern, · · 

Of perhaps even more importance is the observable'effeCt which the r~ 
cent strikeq, r1s_e in the cost· of· living, goverpment interVention, nnd co on, 
have hod on the ro.nk and file ·i.l.nero. DUring .the. past year a tremendous rise 
in the conscious knowledg~ of the -role ci: tho government and ~he po11tie.U 
methods of the bourgeoisie hns token place. ·One ·Rspect of thia manifests . 
itS'Ilf in the urgent regularity "ith whieh·-the D1Mr• de;,..nd unity. of the· 
.I.J'L.,OIO-RI! llrotherhcods fo~ n combined offensiVe agninst' their .common _enemies.· 

%:(,·. . · !l!hil prooe~s reached 0: high ·point :during ~!!• lMt week' of June who~' 
{~ir. :· .300,000 mine workors:marched -out of the ·pits. in" spontaneous protect- otrl.k:e 
~~\0~ . · ·· ."€llins t the !i!aft..,Hartley ·Sliwa ·L~b?r .BilL-:, in spite of _the· st:o:ik.ebreakl.ilg . 
~'c( '_, · · . -.Of'tG~ts of -the Lewis burea.uefoacy. Do ina_itite~t were _the ,.miners _in their. · _ · 
·m'"':i.·····.;·,"'~.·--;".· .. ··.·.F_ .. ::_\~ ·. -.· · -~ compreheus~o~ Or -the meaning or the· :Sill· t~t one .. interviewed· maohin_~ O.Per~tor 
· • -st.!lted C«tegoric!'llY that shoUld l.eW!-s attempt to send tJ>e. men·b.ac!t to the: .. 

··m~ne.e under _t!;c ~T::t.ft .... Ha.rtlay t~ijL;t,l ihe.y- would re:iuee hifi·Orcter.Q--ana· .:r:r.~ir 
1
, • fft(;_:· on strike._. .. Thil :!'ear ot_'th!a .poosib111.t;y .. undo>~'bh4J.?, wna extromo]¥ influe~Unl · 

w;.:-., in ro.rcing the OpbratOr'p to·bow.:to 'Lelris 1 .. demMds .. that the .M .. DOI\tl'ltct WOUld 
~~L·· · exempt the tmlfA from 'certnl.b pcrtl.?n• of,. tho B!.ll•. .. · , .. · · ·. .:· 

'#{:· · !!'he univeranl oiog,;, of revoU. l·lhich·'awap~ .t~e: coiU i1ei'~. · •t~t· .tru> 

~":;: Senators dig the Coal"~ expressed the feo.r thnt conci.Uior.s.t(oul.d.'retiu-n· to 
'§; .. : .. : .· whet they wore in pre-union deys Md the determination to fight ri\ther -tbr.n . 

., . 

~;tt'~~-<-·· to "submit. For many months_.tension has been building up Md the 'lninera, hnVe, 

;.1,'.'-~.· ••• ··.-:.~. n~rvousl.y pre~arcd o.s bast they could for a long nnd violent· strike ncticn, . . 
!~ny iO:f' the tli'ves have been work:ing for severtU_ months in order to put aside ' 

[".f.,:,:, •• • .•. ',' !l li
1
ttie m;>ney; the f..mil::~s W!;i.Ch raise their OW!ll mcAat '.hnve eaten of it w' 

spar ngly •. n many c~es tr.uc!t ... k:oow of peraon.'ll y. a long ngo ao lnct .. o-
r(, ember the wife' pf' a miner .in Scotts· Run'laid .aside a lo.rge. aupp]¥ of dried 
k\;;',:·. . beans which ~ve hot' been. touche«.;: She' reii~<impere!l the .. )llooczyffMarch on :too~• '· 
if'(;'.'· . of the o<>rly 1920&. ttl)en her··husbiUld' took his rifi.B · ~.:n:d: tlent to meet .. the !Tnt-, . 
~f.'~','c; ioll!ll Guard oil moiintnin tops where, 1t is a!lid, boneo yet blench in the sun.·· 
~[~(.':_ !l!o her, wise in the ways of the class struggle, the po.osing months hnve fore-
1'~ boded the necessity for cournge, dried beans, n.nd struggle, . . .. .·• · .. , ,, 
~~--·.. : ,_ • .: •, rl · ··.:, :· :_·.:.- .. '.>: '<' ,·:., '·:.· .' ·:: :. , ;••· ' ',:~ 

Lt 

r.:_.:,·.·.·,··· !l!he :Ne~~ea .in PennAylVMi!l ru'e"m6re ~ticulllte :and more ;mili~an~, ·b? ..... 
, _ and large, thiin .those in . .!teat :virginia._. In Went Virgil)ia ~her~ nre, so~egatea ;. · 
;;/~ s_ohools: in Pennn:,lv~in ~here LU"i3 nona.~ ·Yet· 111-'PeilnsYlVruila. the probl~t~l;of : ~~-~--L~- segregation in the soi.Lthern oehools oCcupies· more attention thnn 1n Weet Vir. 
~~'\ ' ginia, !l!hia is, onl;y ~ .~ll~:rnticn.: ~~e ,>~hol~ .. proble~ of rnge ,relntions is . 

f[~>.• . '. ., ., . ····r ,:·· ..... :·: .. 

t~h~:. . ;:. :• .. ' . . . . .:: .. 
t~t::_t:·.-·.~.\~ .'.. ·. 

... 
. ·. : .···· .. .... ' .......... . 

. •_;:, 
.. :.:-
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)uive . · 
thing "" ~·he-rd helps · 

those :pJ>Opla in the: · as it <!Oee us :and ~be lllCte,• The;y 
have, in fact, asked""' to talk to .aeve1'al peopl~ about this napeot.o;t tile 
problem a• they believe that in· that manner I'• can >rin l'eople who would f•./'1'. 
to pnrt~cipato in our activity other•rise, : · · 

1 
• .. · • ;. 

o '•;; .~ :. ,. ' • . , I 

It .. ban been .our e;xperi~nce". that .1 t in lliUch ~noior · to recruit llo~:roos, · 
than trlt~·tes, ·;Luthe~,-~o'ilr ScottS Run .o:eani-ze~, told nre a !~_··r. "meka a.!ter 
he wO.Ii 'recruited 11 !:'1\l:~·. t1eans· more to "'Y .people than nnybOd.\' elr.e 11 , That oeems 
tCl he thB concensut·• ··Among, the Negroeo there is f!VeroJ deni~.e to: aid ·the'p_e.r~tr 
but co·llaiderable•.fear' to undorteke anything ~tithout. su;'9o1't:h~g >thit.,s, They .. 
tend to ·depend completely on the "¥to members .ilr the ~ch:.t'ojecruit ''hi~e. 
miners and hesitate to •• recruit bl.li:\<s tl",emstJlves .. until.tie ·oh'!'! P'l:l~ notivit,r., . 

. : • ·. • . •.·.;'• •• ! 't'' :_ ~. ~ .. J.:-· . -~· 
. Yet the focus· ch" tl)e liem;o 1 s · at't.ention is' 'ov•n•helJilingl~,o·n.,u,., o:tpio.{!:-. 

ation of _the _Negro a:S U~gro.' Ho meeti~ Ptl1HJ~a. ~y· td. tJ:dttt: · ~· 4$~~-s-sfon ... or···· · 
race relationshipa. The N'ee;roes 1rt'3tic.tiviely: refer to tiltiti&clves a:s a natiqnt 
at least those I ·knotr~·do.. : ... ·. · .. :. ··· · · · ..... · .-r":-...• . 

• \ ' . 1 • ,. 

Our pro~:rain ,.,;d l'i.t.;;~ture fR.ll ,t.o .toke aci.~,;,.~~··.~t ~.he· M~~ .;,:~eiit;4,, 
involveoJ..·in 'this situnqen •. !le ·are unab~e· to ehaiUleliza·'the revolt,<l:f' .. thii': 

.Negro into the stream 'or .. ~rade union acti'Pj'ty '4·th M:r··gr~!i.t .s:uccaes~ ·!Ppe · ... 
Negroes are interested''in one .thirit;·:·· )t.O,( ·ths:r·•J'an. 'atruggle.'i'l!i>ins~i.dis'er~ll'", 
ination as ~e~o.ec • .. · · .. • ; .. ·. · · · · : ~ · ·. 'i -:e.... · ~: · ·. ·:~ 

: -~ . -• ,. 
· !!!he SliP p.,.,Pi;i.et···~The :strllg{d.e .fo~ ·Negro ~q"'\~;{~1 • is. ,;i·. ,..,, .. •'''" 

popular reading ·we.'hD.ire; .:·1fe are unabjl\\.,t!':kaep t~~.s . .!' prunphie~s 
Men on.rel1cf,,,.th<q;et $):2,0b a:.month•an4 spend $l!'~OO . .:for··rent buy 
buy it, teachers .th:l.lc t>bout .it in Sunci"'' :School, • ·u is JlOpular, ,I 'D<•uev.e, 
because it, ti-,eu.tS ··bsha·N~·gr~ '-DrobleziJ ns -a specific. ,,:ro"Painn.; : _ .• 

! I ,o, - '•:,,';• ' ~ , ' ' • 

o, ,• • •' I 

·.Yet it failc in tJno? yj.tR~ !'~§?eet. -!~·f:lilG_':tO.~mo'bili~c, tlie·;;,;·jOj',;;;,;:;:';".·;· .. :::~ft: 
it fails to inf9rm the.m t'ii:',t" they, '·as.· ~·:~>eople, li!Us.( S:ct as a~,P•9Pl;;, 
they must fot•m their. O\m o~t:~P.f~at:iorist,_ !;r~~ their'"~o\r.; lcM.cr.~ •. "fight 
own battles and that only by s9·•doii>g '1111 they· bth~bl.e .to: <>ntih t>hc su;o~r'~::,·-, 
of ~he white WQrkerc._. .··., t·~-· ·.·· ..... ·· · .·::., ,:,.::--:·,J;,:_-~·· .. 

LITERATUI(;; , . ·.:,;. ., . ''.'·: ' . . : .:·,,t::·;' ;<< .· 
"· 

In a sense it •is justifil\bl·.e 1.t6 'S~ :that> our litoiatJ.ire"l:s no 
It is onlytn the mc>•t· 'P.betfact .sensi.· ~J,ie.t~ our 11 teraturtrll&t. any· lioaring ·iit · . 
. all to ih~: .coal' mir~err.- 'I:.bAye .. yet:~ ~6: s·~~. B..rzd:?er.lrlio Jllls:.~ard .oii:·~· o-r _C~~.~-~ .. 
about, the Paris Commune; its relev.anc:r·t~,America., O:S f.e:r ·as tho IU.ner is · · 
conoernefl, is ni;,. · · · r. · ~· · : · . . · · · " · ' 

~>~.arxism i~ .. he~r p~esent6ci 1;,. t~~:·;i!ont~xt ~f t~?,~ )lli>ie<r''Fl)tdi~a:. aur·'.'· . 
pa111ph1eto are never guides to action. which .il.~uminP.te ~ha,prol:!lams of lit'<ll 

!!:hey are not even "theo~· 11 , a tr0r4:'which _<l,oes n«?t e~st•:~~: tht~ miitel"s v,o.cab:.; 
ular-.r; the.- are drab. histori~~; good enough .for ··tlle. 'd.'!!!pli.~r. i,n: ~t:ll s~hool(• 
but totelly irre'!-eve.nt · to· the ll!an ··>lho · digs;"coal, . ' ·'·.,.. , . · · · 

' •• !' :: .• •• • ' • ··~ ; • • • .......... . 

Siman 1 s~1 6lass ·l?truggies. in t.he\·u,~~; .. Trotelcy 1s f!J.fsr:.;iBm ln the U-.s. 11 , 

and Golclmen
1
.s 11 In ]?~ience·o:r Socialism" have. been our moot :popule.r P!UIIJllets, 

t:r "The Struggle for l!egro Equality• is· e:rteluded, One of 11\V contaots told 
me that ohe had read the. first 29 pages of Goldman's pam:plet over and over 
S€ain and learned '\'Ore eRch time, A treason tr.ir.l in HilllleRpoli• obviousl;r 

' 
. . ·d •.• V' 
·'' ., ' . '' 1•~\lfl :•t,o. 

.. , ... .. 
. ' 
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.·. "· 
' .. ,. ~ .. ,._·; ... .-.~-~. 
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meant oolliethiD& to hlr, rt oonv1nos4 hfiio; .... ,ai'OIIt\.~ro-cir: ijr.o; ... ,t!lli,t, s,t :l!a~ ·, ·. '.·. . .... .,,,,}f~ 
necoooA%7, to. tiifb_t t'l• go;rornme.n~, that it woli14 'be a cW!goroua Ulht, b.ut ·';'~ 
one .•II• •would glaifiy ~4e:r'tek'e,' · · · '· • · . · · . .. • . • . , . . :• , .';,1 

~-·.·_·_-,·.·t·.:·.·_: --' ... ,· .. : -.... ·:.,. '.·· . .-.j- :}_~ 
!rh,e ~lilY other·pamp!ll'et· that we have. b•en n'l!lo to talk p~ople .S,n'to. . -,-: 

reading'is· 1~Plenty'for All11 , S'o fiU'·aa I know it·haa been value-baa, fha ,, .~ 
flrat oecti~n ,o£ 'the J.;o.lllphlet carrie& .til& mceea&e tl1.~t 80IIIIIthing :lo in:ong, · ''' 
and tho.t tH~ bcc!leo at·~~ no't 1o'Yi:ll$le 'ctoS.turea• ··To· the' wol'kQr theoe thinco 
are p:'.inful tr•1i1'11c \:i.t~h ~o ~1ot de!llf\lld elBboration. The gospel 'ot ita-p.l:_on- ..• 
o.lizu.-:.ion unr! ,:~ln'l:)inc:; ie 111ot l'rith pn.inful silence, The maJlipulation of con
trOi corr:rui'osJ, •. .mo ··:tnU 1toit ··,rC-~.y.:os quite -lautlabJ.e i·n .themselv~n. but tha.t 
is soruct:l!'i;r; •-·¥ ~h;. "'" f'!'.l' ns :'rplfirlty fdr'A-11 11 o.nd the Mtn€~l;'a ara c9ne~rn.ed, , 
is .eo.lilevh..-.~ c~u~t_utL. nni; f:i i'~H o~:m 'lilitineZ., o. · rqsi-ery; ~he miner ia inti.~;: 
atery co~c•"no~ ··.~ttl: h<o: plnco 'in· produc'ticn lind.the'method.by, >rhich he •rill 
live n mt:~o.nin::;:ftll life. To the C('!tl miner the l7at~onnl·Plann1n~ :Bon.rd is 
Just nbout l\B .concrete ys t"u, DcmR Ex J.iA.china of a Greek dram. 

1 ":,.;he mo~·~l~~y,plcy. ~nd~n~;>ihlch.,s~i~es:?Z pag~s by ~nlUn~.on tho 
>torl<~i'. t~ _jo~n·. the .PI!Jitt 1~, dn'.·~o 81'!'11&>- iovel, . Tile. ,.,orl<er, "ho ·io nn illtan-·; · 
sel:'{ p:r:nr.ticnl :fellol'r,_ \"ietJc· thils::~-plen '\-rlth some tlcaptio1Bm-. .1'ttere·is nO 
Ob-liOwl ·~oiiliection betwen I:IBmbership in •t!la liP MU r. f\Ol'<l fnU.tfUl life. 
As someone ao.id, ni:ve joined tha Gn.r.vey1tes, the TownGend Club; .the Moo_se 
lod~;~ "!ld ev.eeything else thnt C<'.llle nlong but none of them ever did me nny 
good~."··. . .. -· ··. · :::;~:-.-.~· .. :..·:~_;,··''·· · : . . ~" .-·· ... ---, .-..... ·. 

:.·. · . ThB enMa _ Cri t;.c1Sm -nnipt .12e ·~a- :or··.~~b~1;A~~1on~ ,.Ti.th onlY ona ·m1n0l" ... ~--~ 
chlulge, .. Oi>r plllilpbl.eta· deal· with -epi-sode's for'eip:·to' the ·\iorl:er.; · :t.nbor .Action 
deals ><.ith __ contem:i>OriUY .. event. bU't ·-db eli sif:lirlllf -in• n neght:l:vo .fMhion,. there. 
1s crit!.cism'i>ut littl'e'''poliihve parttci:patfori'· in· them;' .. · . · · . --: . 

-· '·'o '·• . I, •f_.. , 

, ., ~n )llethoq, Lr,bor Ac~i.on compleme!lto "Plenty for All 11 with, its didacticism 
........ stbries frequeJltly end td.'tl'i' the .. ~hger'·oanim\mi-c"tlon. th>\t tbd~ proveJJ that 
s'oci~l~am}a t\ gOod thl~r .. S~~ilil~~m~··· fh6'-'6rid: of 'bt:!J:ng~:ths . .to~QA.\ ,·~~.-·e(in-· __ ,·:·--· 
aci'Ous expres'slon of the innnte :dOuires · of'•:tltU-: \forker: becomes· a; coneBJl:h· held ... 

'by'Som"'e ·Suor&..class \·n.•it'er~· · · · -~- · · ..... · :· ... :, · . -! ,· ·. · :. . -·~.:- •.•. ·-~·~ 
.• ~... ... -· .. · --......... !:.·. "!'::·: .·.:, . ·~ ~.:: ·:- ~'::• ': 

.. . ":The pcili tico IUid' pl-ogreinS· of Jil\bor·.;;·ction 'Nid. the--pelilphleta ·are co.,.. .. · 
plli'tif 'itllstract1oriz 1n n..~t· cases,, . TJ1ey' d!!er 'no psj;tern 1St: '1n~1<vidual t\c~ .. 
i vity; they mobilize emotl:ons nt ·time'n ·bu.t' ·n&ver .•. peopla,-.i· The :miners >1!10 rend 
:Labor A<;,~io_n think .t)lnt its ideas ··.re nll rit:ht, but never understr.n'-'. that 
they _be(\omo renll_tl,os o~ly ·~y tho';ri:ctLvity 'o:f ._tlie 'dCirlrer,. · 'Thcr'coi!cept of 
the woz:ker ·as' crentive. agent is" absent: :from tM P"'>"" of ·Lp.bor Ac~ion or . · ·. 
presented in sU:cb " manner as 'to 'be compldhlj ob.id\11'~1. . : ·. 

, .Abstract idens nre he.mm8red home only A.B it\eo.s_. There is ·no un1 ty ·be- ·~ 
tt~een 'ideoloQ ·tuid aetivi ty, ~bought' fli'presWD8d 'to: ei>lna first"o.nd action 

· attcrwarde; ·~!a!:"~st gUides to activity 8.re•-so!far.'froli1 implicit ·in tha·mnt
'e;~ofi>J.·•'tlia~ ;;,;.,,¢nero have read Labor aotion'·for>liiOnthb:and do ·not under-, . 
st.ind.that it is pul;>ihhod by a"~evolutioiulry party:;·: l have'talked: to.severi>l· "· 
;,~~ ·hav~ ~o~ been:abl.~ . ~o _ differo~tiii.te···~ t<·'f'ro,m tbii'"Y'o1ce o:f L';'bor! • a: loao.l . ::, 
:PI!Iie; · ~wned, by ·tht! mos~. int1uent~lll i>?duatrii>ll.st· of' the area. . ··. . •, · , .• . .. ', .. ' . .. . ,• ·• . . ' ~. .. . ,\ . . .' . ; .• . ·. . . .. ~ :. · .. ~ . 
~lm llEVOLUTIONAllY P.Am'Y AND THE MONONCIAI!ELA VA:t.UY ....... 

·· ~ · · O! primal-y · 'i.,Portan,;, is· thil l:'~cogiil. t!on o.t tho' charaot'>r':n:f .th&· c~al 
area, ·' };t ls neo~ailary to eone:!:deli'·U.,..; :sf community ->tl:th1n ,. .-co"imun1ty; . •! 
.d.if~~;i.~t.fiiii.~ 'f:p ~ ,re,ap~ots· ri-'om 'tbf 'ba~aiiee •t: thll'-eoor.oiny :'!i'th !ttl -own· 
·pe~~a,r l>~obJ,~~ ~d. potei}t1a11 t.i!Js .• · •·lliil>i ~::£:'tho· .fa~:tol's, '!hi~lt give riG.e to 
this cliaracterhation have "'•en en\ulerated;· e;g.; 'idolatd4 :oilm,lis ,with.l1 ttle 
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; trlinepelltaUon, poor· Uv1ilg• .. 
t'- ' I ' .. ·, .... f' ~ ~ "I ;\A 

. !rho s!ml.lai-ii;y .. of livlllg'·oond,ttlono·, problems of Ute ~ 'WO~ld."l!: • 
conditions give riae to a continuit:r o! culture within·•the area, n llll1ttta1it:r 
ot intereeto which are sharply differontiate<l from the urhn prclotiU'it\t. 
Maey or' the oo:umonplnoea of urban civilization o"'mot bo hope4 for ~ the 
miners while capitalism exists. It is thts which m&~oo the fight for mon;y ot 
tho prima1"y amenities ot life obJeotivel:r a fight fox• socialism in the coal 
co=nu,. · 

!rhe general reoognl. Uon ot the 41epar1t:r between tho 11 ving conditions 
ot the ooal area and the remainder of the country, and the generel reco~ 
nition of the tutilit:r ot the e~onoruic strike make it fe&siblo to recruit 
man:r miners on a propagandietic basis when the propaga.~da is orientod around 
the needs ot the aren. 

One merit of the propagandistic approach is thet it dra1·re into the 
orbit. of the part:r the entire family: men, women 1\Ild children,. Any program 
restricted to union aotivit:r automaticall:r excludes the wives except undo~ 
exceptional circumstances such,as picket linoe h1hich do not .exist an:rmore).
Propaganda 'centered on a sowago disposal eyatem, on ths contrary, appeals to 
wivas as much S:s miners. · 

The structure of-t!-.,. 1/Mit.o\ (the.'J',ems bureaucrac:r) generally excludes 
democratic participation b:r the rank and tile in national policy to an:r real· · 
degree, :But the local o:t the UIIWA· h frequently the predominant sociel · 
and can lie utilized for all sorts o:t. oollllllWiit:r .. activit:r. -,.o"r OXS.1lJlle: a 
constimers 1 _strike would ·be unj;hiDkable without -t!le support 'o:t the local., 
The local is the coordinating organ which unites. othe· dis:;.are.te elements, . 
Negroes, whi tea and foreign. borri.o · · : · ·-- ' . 
, : . The program o:C th~ !\evolution;..;,. Par.ty should be.' the progam of co,.,.U,.:. 
it:r action contere~ around' the basic problems of tho communlt:r. . · 

frgm. c&;mp.,to c~ ~d n mnste~-: program Cllfl bu; _at 'best, a g\it de';it::o!~:~· ~-:~·:::~i"!:Th according .to particular needs. . In general it ma:r be. said that· it is 
· to (1) a.tal>ilize the coal industr:r b:r ratio noli dng production_ 

the need• o:C the eoonouv' and·. the elimination ot the mi"es which have 
pro~ctivi.ty and (2) integrate the c.oel cciDIIUJll.t:r into the socinl'iat _cwL~u:r• 
o:£ ·.the nation ao a· whole. Th0 second po_int is decisive. · · · 

.. The resolution of the ml.j,ers'-o~bJ~dti.~e dilairos w1i1 bo, obJectivel:r, 
Socialism. The nexus, between the integrated sooillllst- society· which .. ±~ tci ,. 
co.., and the p~esent · Bituatio!l is the mobilization of the: masses 1\rollnd" 
transitional demands. ::· · · 

:" In generel we: think, thaJ;· our a~t'ivit:r ahould osnt'l;, &round th&.'po'''""· .,,._,. 
tho aaht:r co1;11l1Utees 1n the mines, together ld th local: safetl' oQw ... ,.,_. 

poa~d of rel?~esontatives .from individual mines, and tho.·"ealth weltiU'e 
!!!be a~;>t:r oomtlittees have t~- e.bil~~:r. to olo•e .,. mine •ato~rUl and in•tel.:tere'·' 
directl:ir"..with pr'oduction at the .face of the. mine; the health .and ';;;~~=;~;:;: 
en the o't&er ~d.. is' ds~ived_f'\'of,l an,asqe~s~nt. per ton .paid .'by·., 
and is used to provide cer~aiu. ~hinge, l&rgQ43" undete>•mined as ·:ret, 
miners. 

; 

!l!h~ s~oial importance ot the £und" ~ill be determined by the use to 
it is ,pu't~.· lts importllllce to us lies .~n·.the .use to.·lrhioh we can put it ·a···· .. ·~··.--~'ii•! 
centrol·ncition in our propagandn >rhioh str.ikes riot -onl:r nt the production• 
i:-elatioD&!iipo .. but at the, Le>ris b)u'e~>uori!Ol' as well,~ Det~o.cratiopart:Lcllp~,~ioa····:.,j 
111 the oontl"<!l o! tha tund strikes a dual blotro ll'urthermoro, the >romen 
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. ' 



/, 

' 
''( -

.. 

Somo 01' the' opeci:tio tlogana Whioh we· woUld reco.mmolld arer 

(1) li'or demo·orat1c rank and :tUe administration o1' the liealtll and Wel-fare :t'und through: 
R) Demand :tor ~howors at all mines 
b) Dolin With the COtlp!ll\l" doctors- liD's to bo responsi~le to uniont 
c) Fer clinics (UMWA) at central locations 
d) For•to~ improvements- depe~ding on local neede 
e) Do1m with compan,y store• - :tor union adminiotored co-ope 

(2) SB!et7 Committee control: 
a) For inter-milie eBfot7 c:ounoils 
b) Right to pin-ehese and install nll sBfet7 equ!pmont at eompa%17 eXpense 

(3) Generalr 
a) For compensated education and school lunches 
b) Abolioh ·comp!ll\l" towo: ll'or public .housing 
c) Workers sitting on all compensation boards 

.. 
d) Educational campaign in ·OMW.! iteel:f concerning, 

things, race .>elaUons ~ (should. 'be 1!!1der (1) above) · &mollg other 

An entire eeries of pamphlets should be dra1m up dealing trith. 
three categories, !:!he first should be concerned w1 th · 
latre c:r Marxism in ·~erma 'or American eXperience and troUld· be 
nature, In this series, three woUld be of .primary importance: 
ion Period; ~he Rise of the UMWA end its Accompliohlllents; and the . . C.I.O. . . . 

·--- -··: ··~he second Se!"!e::. ::hotild 'ti ·ol)ileerned:with· propa&anda ·as BP,Plied·-to· t~_·:.~---
contemporu;y scene in regard to problems of a fairly broad scope, · For ,ilxat!Pie, 
.tho need for a labor. part7, the n~ed to unite . the AFL-CIO; raoe relations and 
the ef:fect o:r di~crim1nati.on on the wrldn,;. cla~s; eta; . ' · · · · · .,,,_,,,

0
, ... 

!!!he· third se~l.es WC\L1d be concerned. w!. th the slogims listed above, " :&i,;~ 
slogims heve e. propagandistic merit at rul· ti,es.··and e.chi•Ye the·preseing .. ··,, .. 
nature of ngitat:lon' frequently, For example> after a dicaster ,th.e ·se,t&ty· ,, : 
committee demands are .roccived veey. l·rell, In;strlicture theoe ·'should be quUo 
3imple and should utilize pictures, dia,grBJns, charts, eto. . 

!!!he central theme which ohould pervade e.-cry single pamphlet h tho . . .. · . 
theme o:r !ndi1ridual and collective e.otion with socialism .posed e.s tho'ines.., ,:;-··,:. · 
capable conclusion of the writers ctrn struggle :for existence,· Cur aXper1'~bi:io'·:: ··, 

" hal been thet a great ma%17 workers are :full7 prepared to accept our . dsllllllidti·.. · 
and thet they woUld be willing to devote a great deal oi: tlae and effort 
toward aoh1e1ring them but LU'e convinced thet their neighboro d,o not underatan.~ 
ae well as they do the necessity :tor action, Our problem 1s the problem ot ', 
mobilization; all of our propaganda ond ngi tation should be: centered about · 
the or,votelli~ation of the miners into mass organizations, 

Organizationol aoti 1ri ty requires a paid cirge11baer who possesses an 
auto. Tbe distance involved, the nwnerous W.ni%40 cmps tc;; be seen, arid -the··:· 
absence o:t transportation demand a :t'Ull time worker to coordinate act1vit7, .1 .. 

·miner will never be able to carey on eucceso:t'Ul organimationnl work because. o:t 
the, time o.nd o:ffort whioh his work demands, We heve subsoribera in over, a 

' . ,,:· 



.'i 

-.-· . 
" 

· · liT. Vl!'elclr ~:tip :to Clr~' a. :L&Isdi~~g require a an entire clq Md *lle waild11g 
,.1n"'>l~d (u much ita 9 miles) is wit oom'!Wlt,.o to :!'n:itt'lll aoi>ivU;r, 'llll1le 
at Cl:t~1 o La:n41118· I aelclom Jwve the. oppot'~t:r t<> conte.et.other m11iere or 
gh'e :periollal attention· to. ind.ividwolo, lrUh a oa:r Dl!d tho ueooos~tr •o el!l;'>l 

, an existence out at the wey, l llolSn<t \bat it wt~uld be possible to o~ganiro 
seven branobeo,lloldi~~g a meeU~~g nerr da;r ot the week, within a. abort time, 

We ba.ve dropped Labor ~c~ion dtotrlbutions a, .it bas been impossible to 
oonUDUe them as Y&ll "" impoalliblo to talco adTanta;:e of tho subac:ribero wo 
ncr.t ll&vo, l!owever, l118t week I oold !ive eubeortptions tc> Labor Action in 
ninety m1DUtes which io "" illdication ot vba.t could be done it time parmi tted. 

!!!here ·!a every reaoon to belin&. tbet a largo Negro organhation could 
be formed i:(' .the proper guidal:oo ooul!i be ti ven, lte now have Negro contaott> · 
£n f'1vo oampe who are am:ioua to or&BI11.--e someth1"8 1111d ·they are acquainted 
with t'ther lilegrces throughout the vulle:r, Ws hnve three !lagro miziistors who 
aaaure us that they have been sooialieta tor a lolljl; tlme and ~hat they will do 
vba.tsver th07 can to help .us. !l!he;v talk. about ua in .Sunday School end, being 
itinerants, are in a l'OS1t1oll to aprel!ld our word tar lll1d wide, 

. ·lllothi~ ooUrd bs more benoticial to us then, one or two .. o.,.dro people to. 
iunction ill the locals where we ba.ve men end hsl;P build the organlt('t.ion. c!ll . 
·~our contactS,. with.the exception of a few collage students, are minere or 
'mamlal 110r.kers of. 011e etn>t or. another, While it 1.s, true tba.t this. eliminates, 
·~ troubl~evhich beast other branches, it 1.s also true. tllat the taeli: of ,.:,,· 
inte:;rat!lljl; .the.mi~>erQ into tho Party requires a considerable. Blllount of aon,•u:v·."·"'"' 

.. 'wh!ch 1o unneoeasa.rY to'S' the brood1J28 young intellectual, For .. iiXample: I:., .. 
ba.va . hsllll'll trom a <\9 i:en pe•plo about the lilegro gi>:l in New York c ;·~ who. . • .. · : ; 

. COUld not >:ea.d end was abou~ . to leave· the Party Ulltil : · aol'leone took• . he>'. in 
.- hand,Md_ tnught her~ ~t- !e -~:ib'!!C'~l~ :::.::oVcL a::par!anoa tv~ N~w ·fork. · ·-:. · 
.With.iis,:·hllwevel:·, illiteracy is as common as coal dust. · ' 

, Ire belie~~ tluit the }io$ential1t;v 'd this ·;...ea is q.,u~ hi&h: Iq o"der 
to·.taka advantage ·ot our opport\Uilties'wa need a. paid or""'ber .who has a.'" 
O&r, .. aome sort. of a oa,dre, even if 1t ConsiBh of nothing mOre than a:ooile&.;. 
b<iy )llio·will tieU papars, a series of! pamplileta reiated to the apeoit'ioally: · 
A\llertcan.soeile, f!. news]1"per which is di.atin&ui~hable fro" local labor. pa;pers 
by lta l!olaba.vik anal;ysh of curr~nt .pr~blems, a -theo .. etical monthly wh1<lh· "
:recognizes ihe axistence of the proletariat, a political line whicit.plaoes."· . 

. ~he.mob1lbation ·of tho mae sea at ita forefront; a progrRm and method of vo:rk 
for this p&:rt~~ar area, and cooperation from the national otflao, With 
tl!au th!lljl;e we believe .that we cen begin to create e. mass :novemeut in the 
~noll&\\hOla Valle:!.' which would hnve the perspeoth•e ot send.1J28 roots itito 
ll'>tley state .and every oa111p .where· ooal .1s dug. 

-:-. 
~ .. ·:. . ·-' 
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- Morgan V'eet 
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._workers Party 
4 Court Square 
Long Island City, l, N.Y • 

Morgantown, West Virginia 
July 21, 1947 

Dear Comrades of the Political Committee: 

We Joined: the Workero Party because we sR.':l !D. it· for the first· time· 
an organizaUon that would sincerely fight· to help us against our main 
enelll)", the capitalist class. Our experiences ,.,'1 th the party taught us 
!lll:u things : 

One, the.t wllil'! the :Pe.rty h.~d the be:lt i::tercs~s of the rio:rker& 
heart, it did not knot·/ how to struggle for these interests. In :f'a.ct, 
of our efforts here ttere constantly ~he eked by ·the pArty. 

.. ~ 
l!lOs t 

·::···. 
Two, that the 1forkers Party held ideas that "et•e part 'of a world·:• 

vo~king clnss Hovernent - the .Fourth lnternationnl. In this. country,; U ( •· 
"'!"' represented by the Socialist 1forkers Pnr~Y· · We reP.d ths U.terature. 
of the S1(P P.nd. felt it expressed our ide"s i'n a revolutionary >lt\Y that 
dhpla,yed more understanding· o!"our J~fobl.ems. . . ··.· . ···ic·-!::<;)_~;,~:~ 

Three, thet· a :1eeessary condition for the c.opling Americon R~Voluf- .. ·. 
ion was the .unity of .ths Workers Party and the SoeinUst Workers Par~/• 
Since the Workers Pnrty has raised trivial issues to disrupt the Unity; · 
sinca~:it doae not bent ~>1.'l'~ss· O'U.!'-r.e.eds, cince Unity' 1:·-·r. . . ~rcr~.ttrl."§it'§_;)>.o'!?,1:;Yi.'~ 
fOr tlie revolUtion,_ .we ilereby inform you· of ·our resignation from thEi · 
Workers Party.. · 

William ll. 
Henry D •. 
!t'hoiiiP..s :s. 
Andre11 s .. 
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~NIIR~A = QULlUlN 

~he Johnson-Forest'Tendeney . 
nnd the SWJ:l .................. 1 

Excerpts on the AmericM 
Workers Party ••.•...•••••••• 4 JuJ.y 31, 1947 

' 
Experience of Spli to o.nd Uni- 01U>lB l llwobcr 3 

fications in the Amoric!\ll - · 
}lfovement •••••• •· ••••••••••• .. 6 

Port u . 
. The Worker in l'odern Ind.Ustry ••• 1 
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i M JOHNS05-l'OllEC:r !r.EilllSNOY AND :rm: B.W.P. 
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' ' A serious, ~~t as Lenin once said, a grateful task now facea the 
caucusl the task of getting itself ~eady for integration into the B.W.P. !he 
task !.s in essonee political. lly that io meant that it could n<lt·.be satiofactcrl.~ 
performed without a aound political basis and a clear. political crientat1~n. :But 
that does not mean that such a political frnmework- of itself selves the·problem of 
le,ving one party nnd e<>in& into nncther ns " small minc>·ity. Far frcm:it. • It 
requires o. certain mentnl a.tt1 tude. And those precious fell weeks a~uld be U!:'ed 

. to the utmost fer thit purpose. \Is propose to be quite plr.in about this. 

j 
·' 
1 

' ,:j 
' 

In the tT.P. we luwe been driven by the objective developments to be ·.-·1·, 
critical, auspicious ond hootile in regard to the pc~itior~ ntatements and att-

'itudes of the leadership.· We were psycholcgbed to be on .the alert agninst tb.Air ! 
perpetual deviations from Horxism, their idea.o nbout the :proletnria.t,- their idea.c _:; 

·· ~bout the revoln:t_iO~, their idenn nbout the pnrty, their iden.s a·cout e7erytl".ing. . __ :1::• 
'- Whe~her they Were t'ieht or \'trong in:·th!s or thr.t inntnnce, hard e:xparierice Md 
' t.,gh~ us to. be. on· glllU'd. It coulil not have been otherwise. Year. by year >re "· 
:' r.-- fe-lt the theoretic& ground under the feet of the .1;.P. slipping nwn;y from it. -·-; 
~·;·. . Vigilnnce on one side creates a. cor~esponding vigilrm.ce on the other, tUld 'behind ·.:-1 
~:< ~~~ 's1Uip1est '?£ c'oopern.tive efforts YaT. s nlways the necessity, if not to a.ttnek, nt .. . :.--.~~.{~,' 
:--·· ~·_· ·lei-\St tci 1\0.VG I:iantal rc::.cr ... :"".tio:ru::.. h!:f eo!"t' ry£ thine bacomes n hn.bit .. :· . 

i,:'.· - . . As·': ~esult, 'tho comrades as they met together and tnlked would. inovlt.• .·._",j{j 
!·,:/·: ·._ . :;~--!'!i:~:~e!~i:,::.:~!:::·:h!0,,;::i~:.i~h:~~~~~~::~,h~0~!.~"~~i;~ctions .. ;,·,;~ 
~••,:'·\: ·. . in' lr!ii_ ch their poli ticc<l line repentedly involved. the. Mnjori~y ... Equully we, were . .·, • ':;-;~1 
:_·~-_:.~(-. ... . .... -~e.retul Of-. what -we S:"'.id, · consciuus tM.t 'fiB were beitig ·jucit;ed· nl1frWs•. M Jolmaoni ta.e. ·::_·_·_·::.-~.-~ .. :_·:_r_··_.:_·:~_-."_::f_.:.~ 
,1'(. ) -': · 'if'·e~en''ncthl:t>g' was ·said. ! That' too. Wl\8 inevitabl6. Some ·of the:yoJlnger coLlrades ·. .·.' 
U;;:.•;:c , •.. Ji:now-.;i: ,,'othei' politicaJ:lif• but.' this;· On the >thole, the wq in which-the" ,,.,,,_,i:j 
D::c:;.::• rria,1crit;v- of tha. comrades combined their. polii;icW. inh~arusleannoa ;,-ith. aull::I!Paion ·-·~~~¢.~ 
::·, .. 'L·.. to. the discipline o.f the Mn~ority Md the peri'ortlMce of pnrt'y taoks and party · ·· ·:.-'>~ l'r::l· ~- ·. du_ti..,--ia ·remarkable, . llift' ·r..·certaih 'nttitudo· to. poli.tic.s;· to the pe.rty nnd to the. '·i:£~1 
~.;::_;_ .... :laaAe..-a'h'ip 'tto.:i ·inev~:ta.ble .. ·· · Th~··spirft o"f: .en:tiaus aol~c!Jp"ity-, ·stro:p..t{er olwa..va _in e. ,:·.~.-~:~:~ 
t~f:: . .;. ._-_.:~' ·CiD.oi-1-ty ·coilld .. ·not :be. _twoidBd.. :~lie neGA.M:ve ei·lfe·-of this··tjVll'e .. o£ .SXia.tenCe wa . .G · --.· ·.,<.->.:;{;~i rsn., · · .. · .. aci~:":"~ted b?_' t;he spe~ial• reiati?;a•~oP be'1>Ween the' Vr.P. t:~nlio'.the ·s.~T1P~- .· .:·,:·, •· .. _·-.··-~_·_ .. ,i·_.-_,~,:,'_,:'.·,-,~~:. __ :_'_,_;i 

jc.'_;;,,.- · · _-. .-.- llogi'llniuc,; in ·1911~, 'the nttaclt upon th.:'orge.nbat.ii>ilal:'prciaedlu'e o£ t:te ~ 
;·';;·•·;_ -- S,W.P. and its 11bureo,ucrati~·-·jUIIg'Ie 0 • by-the 1i.P.--reached":rantnstic heights-' ·tho. 
k::• · · ·..:orrecf weird: is'·'depthe. '!n •the public .'nnd the ·intornal ·pross··,tbl.s .terrib'ly .de- " ·· f>': · :·~ 1~rrui'z1nj;.;c_~iiign, ~en_i : ~n :"' one '.'of• ~he ·:~•.t V:•i'ous. ~rimes ·:tha~ Ms_ :b~!l ~ommi t • · · ·: ~;;;~~ ~~: ' . ;·;· . ted : against -revclutiono.rr·Ma...,.isnt· and the Movement .. £n this'·ciountr-;. .Ac ·Wl\8 . ·'>'!~ ~{~' .. .' : 1ii6Vi:table; · tlii B ~ foWid 1 t· S c'ou.n:terpar·t· -in· the· -:Pri Vi\t"e ·-"diScus ai·Ous i" • ·~.emfntsbenoae ,· '" > ~~ ~{ 
:,•>.... reserves to ignore it. The clilllllX came with the campf\ign- thn.t was Unloosed, at • •:.. 

1~•-::_ .. - .. -·.· and.·'doubts eJid: qlier!.iis ''li:f ctililradaa '"_ ho ·hOd.· not '~he· eXpel'iende r.ild tiie :polit£ce.'!- . , , 

';~:,; ·.· ''~l ~~;,;;,~;·:.~!'~r;the'un1t~··,;gee".'ent "!"'"'s1gnijd;<''-'~he·-ne\:ra~uli 1e that the s.~.P. --~':· 
'i'· · lead.ersliip-cni1· tlle·'S'lW .P:.. ·mecoorshi'Tl' must 1\).lpenr tn ·the lld:ndo- :of. quit~· o.·<f'ew it:.• ''·.-, 
li·t:: .:·.1 . ,.l,: ~Z?e~~_en~e·~~ cO~~-~ . as~ r. ~·~otD;~tMtiOn. Of' :EU~ill~.~s:: :conec1_6noele~a· buret\Ucrnts, nnd -----~~:.' 
r.;~ .. ,.. · ·. · dumb aubmilillive· sheep.' lie'· do •not ·tok~ till. a too· sedoualy. MDII¥ of those . .older .,,., 
rr: .,: ' . . 'onoii' whO'· are'· oa.i-cylng on.' 'the campnign viil 'be. lii!IOntf the fl:l"et to nccomodatc>lther.>o , ... 
..... : a elves to the regime of. n uriifi_ed orgnnfznticn,-·::we have· ref'llsad-to. toke ·.pnrt in ... _:_···.'_-; __ ·~*; 

-tllis - er.:y part. We condecned the W.P. leaders for thia political detleneration :)_ ... , 
·. -.iij>d politicCl:·atiipidit;r. · ~t· we· refused to"be <U-Il.lltli"to the.--p0oit1o•. of "d•f<"A-· · ·-, 

· ··:· 'i"'i~ the s;w:P.: '!Jhn ·a~w.I'~--is porfectly-h'ble to defeml. itself1 :if· nnd.,,:~u,·it .. :::;~-' 
f.'>-: .-: : _f'e,elo· thc;t• _tt' neede--'dB,fenoo'. .. ·. llut' tHI! political ;eoult· hn• been: n· 'Concor.t""'tion 'Of. · ~-- <:~:C 
~ , · ::· _,. all concerJ\&d on _the good-wiU, ill-will nl!d ·t:enerally,-. the mchin.-.tions .o:!' .. lende.,_ :,_. __ -.-_-:;/ 
~-t l· '·· · ·ships; the ·relo.t-iona between le'e.dera and f"ollowera,~ on "'utarn:::a. c::.tters;! P3.:'1 t.ht;t. .. _ ... '··~ 
f:J -, .. "< · "ml.sernbloi- con1ieq1><1nces for the mavsrnent as a whole of th1• .typs of;politioa-. Thun · .. · . :t~t'!. 
r/~ -: . . 988. <; ;: 
~~;~~ .. , . ' . • . ;>: .,:;,,;,;.:~~~·~ 

• 
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.. ; ,;:,-.; ... · .... l)lia.m . . i 
the . spirit of factio'l', or :Looking s.llfi!YS to, yq'Jl', 61<11 fact ontil Cto:.tr~".or, ~ .... D r1-.l 
ontoroed. . . . ._ .. _ ':'. · . ... · .· 

. ... 
The o~orhead oxpCnoes:· . .O* fnctlonai -~b-1tet;1'3o n.r~ -nhm:·s M :_~. Good_ .. ·· .-.~ · 

pal'ty members try t('! lescen them. ·~~ the type· of' n.ccuso.ti~n·,.·:~evala:tibti!;, ex~ . . _.· · 
:')Osures, bchind-th&-ecencs nogoUB.t.iPns,. that'_ luive d.nrkcned the moVement dm·!D8:.tll9 · 
past two years, that '·tas not neC'es~:O.ry.' It iB"an ovcrhon.d::Hith J"'.o .. ,r-b'fits but · 
only losses. · · · '· 

·:. 

Pntteriesa .. to stop biSc z:>Olit~;:s.l decline 1·10 l1ad held ourselves '"'RY 
from 1 t as. best '·te CQUld. As soon a.s the Unity fact tlar. nigned, the lnader~hir> of.;: .. 
the Tcnil.ency c:Uled the caucus togethAr te l>l'e~)are fer tho_ inte1•natiorial discus8ion:: 
and to get ourselves ready, 1n ~ .rum l!AY.: for tbe u.rlified pnrty., 1fe :put .beforE!· 
the comrades (per~s not oldllfully Cl\ou¥l ... th~ ide•. of orienti It: o~solvoe·· to •. · · 
a different- typo of procedure in t~e unifie~ part:r, As \·rae to be e:=pected,.;'some of 
the conra.des reacted strongly~ We had cle~l'y differentiated- ourselves as ··a. .third 
tendency in the international, carefully qelineating our di~fbre~aes ttith all other· 
tendencies. To p!'cserve these distlnctions ·]lh.d 'been, and ri,ihtly. the main exi& · 
o:f our· existence. Were \fe going to give them up? Did the s.~'l.l'. demand this of. 

It '1aS a. nor~l, end f;-om· one point of ~13-lt,· every he!!! thy_ reaction~: 
That tendency tc•hich does·. not spring to arms,if. it tlli'\\<s ito political ''"""'"''"'" 

·are in danger o:f beil)B· com:>romis•"- by 'i,ta leaders is not. trorth 'th.e•.•• .• ;''{ 
diocuscion preceded. and the T.endency would have ari·i vad at' :·a.· clear "!!d?r•~?'~d:Ln1g.: 
its .nel·r tasks Without di:t":fiC?ul~y des!11t~- the :-~·o~soiloua atniaS!Jhere-. · 
situation, ho"t-tev.er,·.Came the )'!'.P. 1-taJority .. "Oe.nitula.tion _to Cannon!" 
their battle-Cry-. To ·prepal,'e ~he cou;arndes -f'Or oUr ~o~r. ·:-olitiC~l ll.'"'~'.""'ct1ve,.,.,•·. 
winning W~rkerr. to a Unified !)arty, this "118 COnsidered by tJie •·>a.lOl,HY 

itulation. !!!he caucus has· en the 1·rhole tlithstopd thi• Msault 11.~~~=··=~~i.~,~wj 
tha naoesz~y CO)i.tttiuj_Jli •. Ow- -solidity. on ·t.n.!=! neceSsity oi laavillt$ LB 
that. llut we lll\Uit do .. 11ore. 'l"d clar;r~ .our attitude ;positively. 

. :Sycrythine., .,~n. ~~~t 'the. lnajor· reSp~ne$-l>f~r~;~ i~- no~ .~n us.'· 
mst get rid of ally hangovers :!'rom the ])e.rty "e )la(i.'to fight OJ.l so "'-""''.""~fl''"!'u"'·•'·':• 
issues •. We must ha.ve an ent1i-e1Y 'cUf:f'ei-erlt AttitUde tO the .'lenderGhi.-n, 
party and to 'politics in the .. r.s.~·J.P •. Yes, col!lrp.des of the !1.?. Majority, _\'te-
pose to have a. very di;t"fe.r~nt .'.;;t.t~t)lde to the leadorshi:>, the pnrty end .the 
itics. of .the S.lf.l',c t!w>.· thp~.attitu~o •·re he.d tO 'you.· 'The leading OOilll'e.des.
do _their best t.o inculcr.te' consciO~~iy tlurt co'ni"idenca in the leadership~,,.,hich, 
cor.l!i never gi·-.re to the lf!'?. lenders~ip r.c ·a. _P,blitii::ai body t~.nd 'rTithout:-,.,h!ch· a., 
pn.rty member can never be e. G:ood pP.rty member·;: conl'ident .!n hlttt>elf._, ~fe· caa.ll 
be 'on the alert :for dif£:erenoes: troi,derl.ng i:f' this is not the reliuJ.t··o::' tlici 
of retr~esslon tt.J!:d. doubts of the !Jr(!i6tn.rint being l'.ble to hchieve · 
!Chore is7noed :('or·i,; • .' !rhetold hn'oi~ mey,slioot,:up, 'but l.t trl.ll·be"ensy to 

·~···_;. ·:::._. -~.·- ·.· .... __ .. ~:;· 
If .. tlo,o,l>o.,(a'e• differences;: t·ro she~l 'differ no 1>hl't)i members · soeldng 

correct road. and not aa·a ~eJidenCY.~eldng tc;:put,·o~~ ·m~re''b~.ri-iar ih the rand 
political dee;enerr.tion. T.he politic!U. JlOsitions trhich'il.i-e ours are there. , No.· 
one can take thorn from us.. ~o on~ .l'llUlt:s to. l~o· ohnl;L, hO.\;-Q i)lonty bes'ides •••seo~o~y 
e'ooupy ourselves with. l·le !;ave •. ta. loS:e the old)ltl'bit o:r· thirildng or: ourselves as·~c·,~ 
grouping. That;ts bad'fqr.ua:o· bn!i foi-. the p:.r~r; · .. • . • -.;·: ·• .,,, :.: .... ... 

... . .. . ..:;'~ 

The s.w.P. vrol&r1~nm:·;;:ii:!lf~~~~~::!!!l!iii~~!l:i~~i:l1~!i!ll! trorkers to th .. ·'.Party. · That ·oritict\1. 
we ll>1St DOt/ begin to shed and. aim o.t' .. 
who feel tho necessi~y ,o( · 
t.o remember :--.thnt · the more you ns n 
, llll thil:lol:s ,' the more ensily other party member tnll< to 

··.' 



antagenlot1o separation to oTercome· and. tw yeari itt 'a poiaonmls pol! tiCal at~· 
phere, lie muet gat. rl.d ot th1s dabrl.a &a fast '\" we can, · · · 

One chapter l.s aloe!.~~~:-. !.a cl<>aed~· Another l.s opening, , Let ll!l 
begin it r1€ht•, ~llorehevik intrMsigence in defense and auda,9,Uy in attacl::t Yea, 

·. apinat· tho bourgeoisie and the •1;1~m1ea of the party; not ogaihot 0 0annon1om.• . 
Persistonce and 1nganui ty in tli!llliiig peo:;lc over to our 'l'ie~rt Yea, in tlinning 
workera to tho vietts o£ .tho S,II.P. ;· to the. vi ella ·ot: the IJ.ovement.' :·c~h\lt ttill be 
decided at the Extracrdina.ry Party. Conference, 'lfe eha.+l do al.l •re ,can for our 
ideas titer~ •.. flut· eve,.Ythi~.}n,~t~ place, . · · • 

· "S!iade~ ti:f Lenl!Usrnlrt acys a horrified l.fajority1te, · 11 You.are cr.n1tul
at1ng. llliat 'about 'th<> Russtnn question? 1he Ruaa~an question, ~!;y G<!dl Are;rou · 
1gnori~ the ~sian! question?" . ,.,..... . · '." , 
' ~ • ' I ' ' ' ' ' 1 I 

• ·• · T!il.s 1s'·farce"on a high.'level, :First of •.il .l'll! are perfectly able to 
-~alt:li care O:t. our vietTa:cn the RUJJaian quostion. 1·ie have do'ne so U;:J .to noH and ue 
aheJ.l ·do so in the future. _If ··w~ do not decei?e_ o~SDlyl}:s, we have. dop.~. lot us 
be. modest, as, mch to clarifY' our vie>rs and propagat~ .them as tho 1·1,?, ha!l done 
to·cl'Br1fr.its.V;i.e1·rs: 'W'e l~ve<i for pix ~ars in't~ tt,.P. 1-rithout·a.disc:uasiOn on. 
the l!w!aian question, lfe didn1.t :die, Bl!d g posih'on bas nat ttithered o.1m;r •. In 

., . ::fact; ~ust '\~'' .1~ .. seems a pretty ,v.ij!Ol'OUs plant, ,assi'ddou•ly .-fsrtilized end te~ded 
"'"""''

0
'·· ;. ~ .bi'sto,l'i~~ 4~v:elo:Pment.. _Tl]e· •nlioitudo 'o-f. tho II,Pt' ~la;,ority for 

· 'the' Johnso;;.:.:roroal>\ ~endency on the :luad·&n" qliost1op ~JI . 
'· . tb olir eyes,. 'taar.s of lo.u@ltar-'and·•rondor ;,.t•;thli infinite 

.. Un1ot~pol1t!'c~~ .. ~. btit :;ester~ .t.he· stBt~ciO,~ital!sm·· 
-beneat.h 'contemi>~: not ·..Or11h tiucirig .. sodoua1.y; .1\o.t •rorth. 

· of Johneon1s. product p! e hasty and. half-bsk'ed: reading 
' ' . s:pl'lng 9f a;f"l~ quotations l'rcm wi~iiu!Jl':l¥: ·.<.t9 •• etc.: 

pey.for'snd produc:e tl!l:s '6uJ.let1n oureelVeil 'could'fill • ••••·• Of'tlrne 

of this :obll>quy' ilio.t was poliretl. upon :~;:lr:· ~-~·~ ~·;::~~~~[~~ii~:::~:,~~~~!:!!~;_) --· ·And.--nOwt· ._(~he: tears :oagi.n -iiO cOme- agEiiil~) ,,.,.,,.o'~''" 
··· Johnson "and h1s friends" ·of 

.; .. 

CBJ1~ tall, sm.;·.. ./oB. Lenin onoe:, a'!ccid, .'the ~ eiNi· lloiis~,evi!:<l: 
•n.yuw.· ~e.Wts, .l!arishairl'k ·aonirruleatP ·ll!J.t tany at!.ak, ttill 

be~~. noaJ.inOniSiD. rr .. . :. :. : ·... . -. : .: .. ; • ..,. ; ·.· ·.. . . ... - . : .. , ~·-
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Excerpts . Froml "J.. Oiiii.'IlAL .ANALYSIS _Of Tl!l!l ANE!liOAN 1/0IUCilllS ;p.ABfill (Hilib.u)t,. 

II~ l'flitig!!l Eyolutim! !1i. .11m O,P,L_,A." 

•The ·A~ir,P.· io proud or· its 1or1gin in action' in the. Conrerenoo· fer 
Progressive Labor Acti•n. \{hils thero is much that in uoetul. in' the past, it 16 
also a reformist past, The sharpest theoretical clarity is necessary to distinc
uish between the useful heritage and its reformist nature. A break >rith this 
ref'ormist tJast ia. necSasa.ry. In v1ew' of tho A.i'I.P.Is proud. boa.sts about i~G or
igins and ito insufficiently critical analysis of its past roformism (see OhAptsr 
IV of tho Program) one is oontrainod to s~ that the 1).1/,P, stands more in danger 
of reformist hangover• than it is of loaing ony useful element• of its past, A 
glance at its hiotoey will make thio clear enough, 

•Eeginning in 1929 as an orgcni:ation of trade-union progreaaiv~s, the 
Confer-ence for Prcgresai ve Lnbor Action won e. eertnin nmount of ouccoss, due to 
the fnct that the Commnist Party· had latl nched itaelt on its dUnl uaioniSJ:I; 
while, tho Socialist Party had lQnt: cnpitulnted to tho A,F, of L, leodershii'· 
Politically, the C,P,L,A. _wns reformist: in ndvoco.ting independent political '~-
action 'for labor, it· was little further advo.nced 'th'Ul tlie unions >rhich in 1924 
declared for La l!'ollette, Even >rhen ·it begnn evolving more militant tro.do uaion 
policies, building rnnk r.nd 'file oppositions nnd branched out into. the ·.ineq,lo:y:ed. 
movement, the C,P,L.A, remained definitely refotmist in politics. Nor·ul\c. . 
further clarity in the tie.clnrr.tion of the September, 19:32 eonventio_n >rhich m!'.de 
tha C,P,L,A. into n .polltienl orgnnizntion, for the criticism of the SoairJ.is_t ·· 
and Oommn!st pl\!'ties '"'s limited to their li1'\ss work, nnd in no wo;y wns linked, 
with poli ~ical 'fundamentals, · · 

*•*****"**"•o••· 
"At no time - including the .l9JJ convention reoolutiono .,. ht-..d 

C.P,.L~A,. -~de the deeislye ~s.tinc_ti~.n~ .be~we'e.n.refn.~ ·:-J:td .r:~vo_],utii_On,. _; Tl!i:n•1et~~:§~' 
out this period:the cr.se llQ.inst tho Socialist ru>d Co.,.,st 'Pnrties 
been put in politicnl terms; lll1tAO'D tha 'qwo.rrel on the level dav-I~Oood.\i, _ft.;;,,;.,·,,,;,o• 
Not until ·tho ?rocrn:n of. the A,;r:P., :pubJ.ishe_d._enriy in 1934 
O.StJi&tNlc& uf ·rt;volutionrl.ri· int811Cc'tuola '\-ii.th·no C~P.L.A. brvck<<rowul) 
'begin the first criticisms of the Soeinlist Pnrty ·in t_er"" , of 
and even here the tnlk is mninly _of· its mss >rork (see Chapters III nnd IV). 
is true, ns Sidaey l!ook silys, tho.t the theory o! the stnte io the touche 
a party's llt'.ture: it is true thct.t the_ Progrr.m (plua fu.rther stn.temcnts 
lenders) appro~:~ches the l-L'U'rlst theorl' of the Stnte (tho"€;h it contnins omllnous_ 
omissions e.nd · lU!lbif;uitieo .. role of the Soviets before trkiD.I; !lD\•rer, 
insurrection, the mn.bigu.ous f'ormuln of \10r"kers 1 demcrn.cy subctituted for 

:Marxist formulC\, dicto.torship of the proletn.rir.t •. 

"There must be r. period of thorough theoretionl discussion r.nd "'"".l'rno.r,. 
in order to see trhether the rest of the ?rogr:un, and ptt.rticularly >rhat the 
br1IJ8s over from the C,P ,L,A,, is netunlly in consonnnee •ri th llarxicm. 
presence cf the clnss theory of the state does not gunr~tee the rest. 
not, 11hen the· 1ntrod1.tction o! the theory of the ste.te is of sorecent origin. 
revolutionary but is gratified. tbn.t the .A..l'l.P. lenders who '-rare r. :;er.:r ngo 
paring to build " Fr.rmer-Imbor Federr.tion are now speNdng in rovolutionaey 
but such r. volte-o!ace revenla a. gross empiricism 11hich r.tllSt be overcome by 
theoreticnl discussion nnd trnining. Clenr formulntion of :!"Und.c»cnt,n.:!. :!>r:ln<>1'C,l.e<a·, 
is n necesdty o.t th!a point, By nll "''""'" let us be lflerlble 1 i:> the 
ation of our principles, :S,t let us first ho.ve prinoiplen to be fle:db1e. "'""'""' 

i~ey 19, 19:34 
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~Tho Politicnl !lenninc gf Aclmltr,tion to the A;oricM Sgene• 

•llehind nll this tnlk of 'aoctn.riMism1 Md the e:rnggernted Aml'ic ..... 
ism of tho A,W.P,,lies "her.lthy motive, !!:bey would like to cut throUJh the 
'fnctiolllll peri9d1 :'llld out into the high rond o! Amerionn >Torkirig olnas struggle, 
So >TOuld the Communist Le~e, but it hne the lesaons of the lf~ctioDSl period' 
while the A.W.P. group >TOre not in the revolutionrry movement during tlwss lnst 
ten yenrs nnd hnvo yet ~· nssimilnte its lesaohs. ItP senrch f~r a 1 short-~~t• 
is futile, It does aeem simple to eey of the C,P, thnt 1it hns thought r~d felt 
in terms of Rusainn nnd Europenn rnthor thrn Americnn workit~ class experience•. 
It doeo seem nimple,toldoclare !or n new pnrty on the ground thAt the Stalinists 
nrs in 'orgnnizntionnl subordinntion to the Communist Internntional, >Thich hl'.e 
tended in recent yenra to become n brnnch of the foreiGn office of the Soviet 
Union insten.d of the leader of the world revolution. I :But thio ever ao • simple' 
formulntion ignores .the whole question, vh;y n 1brnnch of tho foreign office' is 
no longer revolutionary. 

n:ay nll menna. let us come'beforf! the masses-with,~ clenr nnd s.lmple 
progrr.m·, undcratand.n'bl.e to all workera. Let not tbe A.Y.P. forget. ho11ever, the 
distinction between. c. clear nnd ·simple progrnm. n.nd the by no mef".ns clenr r.nd 
simple mnss of events nnd theoretical knowledGe on which such n progrnm mur.t be 
bosed, Marxism in all its rnmific~tions is not simple,. but without it e.s ~found. 

·. a.tion no pro&rllOl cnn leru!. any~<hore, Leninism, with its nDSlysis of 1mper1nllem : · 
and ne~ionnlism, lts development of the'Me~ist theory of the stnte,·its contr1~ 

.'. bution to the strr.tegy nnd tnctics of revolution, its enunicntion of the role of · · 
--·the pa.rt:r nnd tho non-proletarian moses, its conception of the plnce of .deccioratio .•. 
. centralism .·~d the soviets- all this l.s not easily lenrnad, but it rust be l~arned'c 

by ti revolutio!llll.'y pc\rty, The ten yenr stru;:gle of the Iutarnntionnliot 'coll1tllllni~tsi' ; 
inyolvlllf: ,, fUrther clnri:ficntion r.nd refinement of every f•Jll!Wnentnl question of· ' 
revolutiona.ry theory p.nd atrategy is certninly not r. oiuple story to rend, but 

.:out'ulidara1=:-.nd!:il6 _a::! a.cccp~=.cc of :!. t: -le:;:on:, r'.!lY ne'.'! :pr.rty gr~.v! ts.t!ng · to-.mrd.::· _ .. _· ' 
n revolutionary outlook wlll find itself drifting betueon Stnliniot centrism nnd 
refol•mist centrism. ' . 

·"Thara a.r;..-no cnoy r.:l"..ort-C".tts.. And tr..c :-cr.conc t;ivon -by n. nc~i· party-;· 
for its existence logic•lly determine its policy, If lsecttu'iM~sm 1 , 1f111lure to · 

· o.da.pt itself tl\ the A.mei-icnn saene 1·, 'is trlten l'~s· the. cnusa of the dagenernt1ori. o!"·; 
the O.P., then theS.W.P. policy "rill be a-frenzied ndnptat1on, _nn~·exeggerated 
Americe.niam 1<~hicl',, if 1 t do eo not degenerate into outright oh:.:uvinisa, '1111' certntrr:.. :. ,
l;r be 1\ policy of g!'OOS Ol:lpi.rioiec; SUsceptible to PJ.l the errors Of nll preVl.OUS " 
working olnss nativity, in America. ond elsewhere. ' · 

"Whnt str!Uigs frUit coy be born fron the Ar.:erico.nist 1\ppronch? Co>:sid"" · 
the implic!\tiona of tho following stntement by Hnrdmtul nt the conference! 

. t . 

Moy 26,. l9J4 

l~bs reVolution in Al;:eriCI\ 1·1111 be the Ar.lericnn revoiutiODill'Y 
oovement, · urt. _the revolutiolll\.cy' covement in At!lericn. It lms 
not by accident thnt we celled the pnrty the Ar.:ericnn lorkere 
Party inste~d of the Workers Pnrty of the U,S;A,'" . 

. , ••• Feliot llor>'o.>r 
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' MY EXPEI!IS!iCES Clll' SPLITS AND tlNili'IOATIONS til TI!E .AMi:RIO.IJi t.!CIVEMjl!iT 
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. . . I have been in the· movement,liw>y ;roars.'and heve seen ~.aplite; n.'ld 
un1!1cntions. I want to give ey ideas of these as a rank and filer. t bee:!Ul in 
the Amerio"n Workers Party, Those o'f us who camu l"rom the A.ll,l'. to the Trot- . 
skyites, came with a burnil1(:· desire to build an American revolutionary party •. ~!o 
almost ·•aid- thoui;h •. ,. knelf it waon1 t political to talk like thAt - wa >rera for 
the building of a 'political" revol~tionary j>arty .• .. 

1 ln 1934, the A.1:.?. had "'Orl::e.rs and leadOre of masn orcnnizo.tiono Vbo 
were a·ctivaly engaged in and dovoted to the clans struggle on tho .Amarican ocene. 
!llhe:' Here in tho lead ill many o! the Zlll\.SB strueeles o£ the dq.. l!o sooner did 
they come to uS, than the C.P. trith a poJ.iticcU. lirie ,.,ould come· on the acenc and 
tske thom Euia:i fror~ us. Noz:o "rare most of these '1-rorlcers Ne\·r YorkFJrs. They .vero 
recruited f'roc ail parts of the country. 1fe in Ne" Yor!: were feeling the :prcsS'-4-e 
too- uith political organ!.zntions all (U"OWld uz:o: - the Comnmnist League o! A,!:laricn. 
(Trotskyites) right next doo~- !l~vi"& poll.tic!\l.ans"ers to q:oestions o:f tlie <lao'; 
The ::oune.:.;r elements in our r.ank&~felt the prcsnure ·nnd "·'ere 100re them wi~llng to . .. 
le'll"n. Soma. of us .looked at these polUicos, trith atro. ail eeme I:J.nd of g6dh 'irho" ·•. "' 
kll3\o; all the answers •. We '\'tare activists and were out-tnlked rll the t1me.; 1·Fa ··~ 
t•e·~t euperior and interior ·.to theqe Tr.,tski!te ;pelf ticos at t~a a·run.e: · tl'mc; 

. S·.r.>er~qr, bec,.use ws Joined >lith then f.or .the building of 0. politiclll o;:~·ru~:;!~·~::,. 
r.~.:. ,.,.e co~d 'p.nd did £:0 out to do the Hork. lfo tc.slt \'me too hnrd for .us. 

·lo>', oacauaa··whereas they dida1t .. do ns much Jimnw Higgins work- they had .the 
raM,y politiclll nns1·1ar t•)lich >Te.dida1t hl'.va •. ilha: oduc~ti.on_;;. J;.id ,.,. pidk~d· 
.on the ··• .wo,y. · :BUt it WBs .chiefly ths events of Hit lor s coming .to ·po.,er e.nd••""·'.''''"' 
very ,.dod )'IOrk th0 'T~otsl:;;Y.1.tes did tlint nttrnctecf us .to thein. ·They. -be · 
on the ·atreets witli'the Hili tent morning, neon nnd. night, in :fni:a of ~t!ll.1n1,at 
opposition that wns nt it11., ,fOrst •. All eyes "ere on Gerint>.ny'. At .Union "'!.~""'.<;s,,.<'J]::~, 
on ~treet! ~cz.n,~rs, a·varY,)'J}ie.r:tt, . the Gei-mnn ·events ,.,ere ·bei~ d!Sc:usae·d. ·,The 
Sociall.ot, PIU'ty hAd to cov~~ .-up its fnults •. The Cotml'.mist !'nrty """ tn .etill 
worse mese. Rere were th.G "TrotskyiteG 9houting r..t every stre.e.t cornee. · Here1~o:<>,.,;, 
:fore '\'te, the i·fu.ste-itcs, co.id t!m.t the only thine.-thcae Ti'otslcyitec cou1.4 rlo 
tmlk rv·o,~nd with e book :-.nd .to.lk - endli:ss to.lk - P.nd. T'..o\·" they uoZ.e ouj;.·,rltn , 
program, ona·ue coUld uiidei-sir.nd. A' prOgrtt..-n for r(ction. · :. · 

' 1 • • 

Time ond n~.in 1·re ltent tO their .nid l'rhen the stnij.riis_ts. ro.tt::o.clced · 
.E\·en though· it \'Tns interM.tioD.l'.l .politics ,"'..Jld.'not .the Amer1cnn seen~, still 
·want to them l'.nd lootced t'o them fer nn's"Jters t• politiccl questions. SP..c:irtly 
these events cenie the ~!innenpolis strike ~.nd thl'.t decided us. At lee.st this 
smoll croup of lfcw York .A.1'T.P. 1ers. l'le · .. re1·e o.ttrr.cted too. by, their.\omrk: On · 

.Russin.. :But our mr;in interest lln.s tho 1110vemerit' of tha Aniericnn 1:1or'-:ers •. · 

·~!hen cl'.ni<f the f~>ction fight on >rhether >re· should g9 tnto the S.?. · 
A felr of us 1·rerc disturbed P.nd dicln1 t ltnO'ir .\'rh.-..t. to do. ·Oh:i:er Ct"JJle·£orth .l11th the 
slogan of building· the re:ool;ttionnry p~.rty independent of tl;·• cor!'Upt S.l' •. 1~o . 
fousht the s.?. "lld. t.h\1 Seco.nd Inte:Jll',tiori!\L lfe ·hnd 'Mcopte~ the !l!rot.slcy!.~G ... ~-· , .•. 
Anl'.lysis of the Second Inte=t~onru I'Jld the TrotckyHe nl!t'.lysis of the Gerl!l!>.n. · ... ' 
events - tho 11hole. period lending UJ> _to llitlor1s tnklng po>rer. The building of · · · 
tho revolutionary party, for., us, dian 1 t go >11th entering into the .s.r. Tho pol.; 
iticol rer~sons given t·1ere tht>.t the F!"cnch Turn '·:nc n.ll \:Tong. 11~ must i!l."".intE\in 
the independenco of the revolutionncy pl'.rty. Dy going into the s.l'. the Trotcey..;· 
itea, "'s scld, ,.,ere O!ll)ortunists, 

I >Tent 1·1ith Ohler. J.fy rensons for going >11th the Ohleri tea 11ere the~ . ·: · · 
A revolutionnry p!U·t•• r.111et be built in this country. l!c., co.n it bo built in .t!la 
corrupt S,P.? We \'rill hnve to sell the S,.P, literr~ture \>!h1.ch 'tTO ,.,ere C\g'::dnst,:. 
We ooulda

1 
t build the pnrt;:r thnt I "nnted there. Therefore I •,rould M:V6 no 

t~~~:~· .. .:.:;·~~i~ :~ : 
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maoh111a operator runs the mohiDO, tho laborer swopa a11d clei!IUI, .Uf~••·•~tc, 
!rh1s is Ullually tho oase. I !-.aYe '!•t1oed, ~Wwev~l •. the distfnot timc!o:.~:;; ou 
tho pert o:f w,:rkera to brook theoo claasUicatiolla by doi~~g .~rl; not :ln their 
JurhdicUon, so to apaok, An operator c!Dea .aO!IItl laboring loOi!C, etc~ )l'h1tr .. · 
infraction ~f tha. rules is c!Dno on ·t~ ·..,rlce~! • ow. !..nHia~. o,, .. ''t'i, ~s·;··.tl,le:r 
toke on tluhiild'ed task• a• long ao they· do it qf tlletr own•aa. or<J., ... ,~t: Jh8. · 
compe.ny oz•ders .~liO.m ,to; cl.q these th1ngl, .ill!"'ediatelV' th8 "meii''riibef ·and re:l'usa, 
It is almoot 111Tp0sel'l~·h~CII,otop·t)\'sm wh8n thoy decide thema~~vea, :" oi , 

. . . .. '.·J···:···~.' . ··.:·:.~·:·~· 
O~mplioateli 1:_.~o;,lltld,·:r~Ia~~~~~, tha~0~e· t.D~·; autf~c~entJ.r ol<plsined ·. 

often le~a:worker' to. th1Jll>r.he .1t~bilfng·~~aat~d 1\lllf·abl:tl .lie -:te>IB -~.~!'! , ;;.,, ..•.. · · · 
dietruat·!UIY''ne\1 ol-.angq. whioh·.tl» ~·mgn.t.: :er'lr»J!o•·'t>:!'ten·tiio '>:Orkor ,,.: :.. · 
:feels the.t lie 1'8 'not getting whst··he iO: ,.,orth';"or th~t be gets leas than 
othor people- doi:ng work i'ii<iuir!D& 'the """"' degree of. okil~.~-· i·'tc·;_, ... ,,.- · .• :.:. 

. !rb!l "':!!e ac;ales and ~nvd!tiiil;~ioii~.:-~{f~~:.~ho;·~rirc ~~~~~~~;ii: ·,: .·' 
Z!U!Oero~J,S.; "···lt. h a contillli8J,; .. ba.ttle! to 1'.~!'011 \1: \>j.s)l,er clll•!i'l:.i'tc!l~.ion..~ · 
ljY>re t>One.,..,t. •"l>.•~i'll:l.y .. ~t!\. one, worltir: c.ocpet1~~&·1>4:al:Db~' ilhothe,i;l; · ~ch-.. tinger 

. 1e gonerntea: be~~.~'!!, '¥'!:rk!'f.l\r I1Dil ~nat. t!le. :1111~'· over ·'upgrBCI1ng. Md .. · . . . . 
· procctions to" new, J~1i~.•.; .• ~~.1/lt..U!ie. n ''new" J<fo' 1s open; a .b~ t~~~ w,r~e;;t\llfes . .'.i•· 
ple.ce, .It ·h ·noY p!.iedbi:J1118Dtly 11 q~a.~1!l.l).c .of. .. ~~ •• ;!l~9\clll . .rr'.ise"~nvoJ:ved, · ~ 
U li1IIO' ceem on the surface, but 11 deail'e f~-r·recognition 1111d ".cht>.nc.a .f'ol':.' 
e:ploitntion of on•'• own capnbtlitiea. . ·'· •. ' ... ,, . :, . 

'" ' ,. • ' I . : !,t," '••'• •'' 
• • ' • l • ; ;.,,] •: ~·, ~ • '. ' ' ',, :, ' ' I ' ..... ' ' -.~.: .. 0 ,' • • '.' • 

.:A. 1!00d:V9'r!i;ei:. ~~a·ldk'eo. ~ k~ep .• hj.3 :-place of wo~ t;~·~an., .. ~lie.· .· .·.· -:•. 
conflict of.:~las.~~,f,~ca~!-"n•"oftlin pre>:ettt~ ,l'.f~ ~roc·4o1ng·so ...... · ·.. , .. . 
. . .. ·-~.·':,; .•• ,-~: ..... ~.~-···"·.:·. ···.. - - ,_··J .. . 

. ~ . , ~·~a a,-;oar~o· heno;;t..:cf-l:_e:o ro::pectq.!)fotber ·cr:ro:;-;~~~~~f~·~:~~·~t~;;hi~:'":t~~'-wey of building up ros;p<\et Jlll10llg: ~~: .fe11:oi'r' w:rli:ers·'in . 
C&;~~abill.tia~; : !rh9:~t.;;,;in\t~. of le1!or'bt;,gp'"t~.1~ f'O;t'th. OJ!: . , . 
code. -~~-:.·.,;~.~-~:-_~; . .":"'~ ... '~:·: .. ~:;~t-t·_!~:.· ~.. ·:·~~ .... ~;::~.:.~~~- .. ~~.: · .. :.:· .. ~·: .,._ ~:~- .. ·_.:_·~·:· · 

.Warl(er~:.:p~~Et~. ~:Jj.Wri" iil -th_e· nop;;·.p~: .~n~r~: Jd~~ tiun~ batt~~· 
in anothei\,la:l:tUD.ti~on. ,gf,t"'\;.t~~·"wi:l:l ·even \Dke lesg PIIY if a r.or.~r;u.n ~o:t> ,: 
appears t1>.-of!er soce.lieace of cdnd, It is 'PP"""'!t,,.,,no>t.t.hout;;h th"t .cond.it~oria 

·of 'AOrk everywhere iire ~lie anne, ·•J;·.i;llSngil' o:t J9'iio;tli1,Y.iHrilig n· novo1t<' but it, · 

veers off _1~-:~·:~:~k:_o~-- t1:\·~ ·-: _· . .'·. ::· · _·;~:·;;,\<~·~:~~;~:-·-~~-~·· · ' . . ... ·. _·. 
. . When e: ·woi'ke;: mva.s. free olie ;f~tctpfYv.·~.o .!~pother;: -1>. 'tenpor>Ui: .f•!'li:og 

o!: being loa to .oeiKes h1c, "" unaurenees of"whet'!ier: he, ,.,n:r be nble· to cake _., 
good on the next .~o'ti;·:· ::one 4Y 111 tho 'nB>r'pl~~ if;1oilS tb!l·. >lOrli:aro ,gain tmd 
h1s confidonoe.;in'·h:l.tiSeif Bnd. his Bbi1lty •liJilediataly returnoi , , .· . . ..... . ... 
n.u~~wqyf~"·· · : .'';' .. ',~'. : ... ' .. ' 
. . . !l!h!'~e.;·;,; •. ~io/'W~keri in tba shOji irli,9'·-'ieii.rch fo~ sot». ex.!>'rk~d':t:.op .·· 
o:l' their se~€±itq>Ortbli~el.. !l!he .eocpMI/', Jcno~~.t!Ue; institutes o. cotta\n.·. . 
typo of un1fort:~<: tt!i~'.i!' .. ~ha t:or::< of 0.-st.l<?.clt.~r'.li,ght work co~~:t·)or~~lj·t'!l~·-~ 
COT.IpMI/' 1nsigniooron hi 'Ull)lJ!J.J¥ W!>l'~t•bY:':•.~~"tien .,inapectora; ·eta•:::~.:;·· '· ,. ,,.,,: 
took care to rlOti:oe the ·~ffe.cto. of· :t-htll wtie ·.sn ·J'. tn wor!oors; .. ·. li'or "the· rttat . 
few d.eys, they..:s~l>tloit ~.·~ lldOPt. a ~olf..-itiiltir~hhi"tdr ns i!ioUgh_; .nali1. ~).ulr. ·"·~· .. :.· '· 
socebo!J¥• a\fter, n t'ew i!J!¥a1 the coat vas dirty, <l!l4· ad~od,.to tllh, ·frpJJ.the ... · 
Yery beginnir;;;, the llo~lteu igi!ored tllo !!'illol"i\1.ittinoti.on-.wllicldha•·o~w,bo >IOi'o·: · 
illS .C<it>ts seeced totlil.bk tlle.- ~nd, !i1he''ilov~l~Y. aoon wre off·ift& hi\ c1iqe 
lms brought in.tbetr status and work a~finudd':t:ii the ence DOIIotqllqWI.,DilD!lGI:!' 
ea before11 1!t-~ .... : · '''\ · · ... ,·.~~ '' · ' 

• •. . • • ... •. .-:. ~.-·:'.. • ·• • ~. ! •• :. .... ":., • ::-~~~-: ... 

li'orl'!lllrl ·~~ow a11d tbSn welll" thel:r 'bMe'u' :9n.. ,their· sbirtl; 
.• •, ~-,: ~; '• ,I·,·· • ' I , ' . • ~ • ~.~~ ;,,~:;j' ; "\' " : ' , .... c.:~' • :.t.~~-:~~- '-~ •i'>oJ.joi!~,¥~:~)¥;;~ 
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,.~. ,_ . 

~e-..... 
'· 

beoolll6'·14eDUf1o4 11¥ tho di,otiaot twa ·11114 ocl~l' o:f the oloW~ thq VIW'~ ·. 

. :· • . .All' ~o,yeeo ·are ~bsr~4. · ·~· Jllllllb~l'a IIH. ~t~UcallT 
replae!D& DaiiiOI Of 1ndiriclual t10rlc8l'l, · l'~ em"elopea, ~z'k \'barto, eta, Re 
Ill 1'1j~Ut'ed on tha basta or 1111111ber, :Even wl'lc:era b~n to rotor to each 
other aa '11\iDborol · "!!umber·402 Wrlced· on ~ 111achine laat DicJ>t. H 

,:!., ~;:~J~· 

festep~,' the lfDNOI' 011 the nut machine did IC!III little tr1ek: Of 
a llkilled zoature to \ettor hie machine psrtoi'Zlli.nce. He insisted on ahoit1D& 
it to. 1110 and o.i<plsJ.ni~>g to ""'·Whet lte had done, Re was ploaaed with hia 
aoc~hlllllent, but'""" rl'liet:rnted·"that there were 110 others he coUld shout 
out to. · · "[{ . .:.;;; 

"eny ""rkero talCo sat1a1'~ct1on 1n collliDg to won· on a ·veey !>mlar~;c ·:. 
~. ~. in1t1nt1ve ie his and he cbosea to oome as this 1s one ~ hs io . 
not ezpected"to•-come<to · wrlc, · :Tboso Wrlce;rs who 'do come tbat cla;y- find a 
certain en,joymeJi't'. out of having tu•r1ve4, eap&llia:ll:l' it .. there •are WOrkers ... , 
absent, • !rhere l.a then a certnin ....,...ader1e or light--heartedltess apparent. 

"l!l! !.tu .!il.!!Jl& ~ Company SomethiM zg£ loth! DB" 

!rhe worker does no't ;;tve :fraeJ.y ot l!!~ :rullcot a.b1l1t1ea. if'han·lie 
deems it necossnr,.., he >rill'out hi. a produCtion. (·I:! hs can't IIIBko. out~ the · 
job, he >~ill moke sura he gooa wall· under for the wek. ·•Jio use ;;l.ving the · 
COI!Ip!Ucy' something for ·nathing, as. that .is. what the3" are looking :tor, n he ,.qa, 

.·· .. 
At the sl\1:\e time,' I hove: seen workers ~most wenr thenselves. l.nto. · 

tho ground t%71118 to put out an eitrn nucber ·of: pieces purely froo the d8sire .; , 
to sea how =h the,.. could do, In these instllni>ss there was no·. extra. oone,y' . · · 
inV.lvsd, In contr.adiction to this, wrkers wi·ll del1borntel3" butn out t.oolii .. 

· 1n the mnoh!Ile at quitting ti"" w turning·a:r:r tho lubricant. ·sometimes thia ,. · 
is done to chaetise the ineollf.ng · ,.,rkar :tor something ill-natured hs has done~'· . . . . 

. . Agatn, Wheii:Ctime-atuc13" tiln are nbout;· ;;,)rker~ vJ:J.l find n,Wltitndo 
o:£ re<isons fo!.' ahutli>.e th~ !:l.'li:hine d.clin, A resentC..nt of lnree ·:Proportions 
wo11s as ho :·sees .the t:!llll'froll tho office with tho clocle in hia hrmd. It !ir . · 
thon that he u.es all tho tr:l.clcs he knows to slow dOwn the Pachine Mit alao. ·: 
his own action. !rhe title atuccy """ h Unwanted in the iihop. :Ever;yvhere ho ·; 
goes, : rasentllent-1'illed eye~ .follow htm; ·· Re. ie avare' of·, this, and tlllliY timoo 
is .almost apologetic as ,;en 'as at cithOr tinoa, surly. . . ' . ;_ ': . .' . . ·. .. . 

!rhere IU'e ~· vhon e. 110rker Me \~eoll6 pat'tioulnr.ly irrit!Ed ·ai. .· 
the coqpaey, Rs vents his anger by putting out lens work than usual·. Othel'' ' 
tines when the coqpnny speeds up the na.china and iilorensea the norp, a. s~ot~on: 
ot' workers will taci tl3" ngroe to a slow-down forr:!Ule., · Such a situation is · 
occurring nov·in one depnrt..,nt. ·rn·ordar to: ooqpel 'the .co!:lpeny to roduco 
.the rate, the workers are at peaent enaa&ad 1n a doily roduction of their. 
percents;:e. Since the co!:lpaey hNI refused by'IU'bitrl\tion t'o reduce the rate,.:-·.!· 
the men are rei,yi~>g oil their own· octioms to co!:lpel a change• · ' · 

,,::. . 
A laborer. one ~ tnld us the following: "You know, ldd, being a.'. 

laborer is really an l\1't, !rho idsa h not t~ be otound when. you are. needed. 
!!!here is a WO\f to Ul:\e all this and the olov~r ·lnborer neec!,·not.· exhaust -

!rho plant took tnventoey this week, ~ · vorkerti 1i>c:!:wUng lO:~I'o~:e, cd.(!if; 
maohiniste, heat-treat, grindors, eto, ptll't1o1pated. J'or thii p!lllt' •••ror-i\1. 
1:10nths workers hove been s\ealiiiG pans ot vork to !ill their .bonua ne.edls,.· 

. Obv.l.ously, there ·.n:J:l be a ahortlljle ot tena of theuaanda of piooee . 
. ~· ' ' . . ' . ' ·'. :;': 



,.; 

The Wlll!ll:era :f'.nmd the oHuat!on qui to hll.mor<Nil. 

"A J.lllD£ R!!l.la Prpduqt1n ~w 

M,y plant 1o part 6t a giant corporation, 1'he network h oilllllt.,-wlde.. 
It is ,. high degroo o! capitalist or~anhat1on in induotry, Howovor, the 
lnireauarat1c e1lpU'tiaion o! it brili&O 14th it inof:l1oieney on a t.-omondouc 
sC$le in view of the e:rtort inV'Olved. .tt appears that the coorp!UIY ia sacri;!'
igSiJ&.all !or'pl'CiducUofio ·I·:·ts not oo. !lore. produotion_.co.uld 'be getten in 
a· dif!e;.~n.t ""!!':n•r•. ·'lli& _intetit ·ta. more . .nt·.tM I!Vo'I1JU&at1.cn end cont.r% o:r, tiw • 
laborer,· ~- bl):d '4Ji:i!No'sions liitb, soveral:,..,JIIter« ,on the lowered produo'tiv.1W' 
of lo.bor · · ."; :t;;.· •• nr · -·.·~'>'·1'··· ~, ·"t... . . ·' 

• "n•~: .. -,=t~·" . ... :j -.: ···.~-:;~::: -:-- •. •·· ;. • 
Worker 'II., 'agteeiJ. Espel!ially concern1J18 the ae sembly linea, . Ss,ys 

wcrkero do not want to _exist-as slaves. Se,yo prodUction cou1d be UJlPOd 21ll' 
or JO~"i:t' wo~kors were given a :tree hend. Complains ot the inoupernble 
IIWilber of obstacles which n worker encounters during the de,y. Se,ys if all 
reel. tape, annoying supervisory help were eliminated, !llld if workers' ingenuitll' 
were allowed full ple,y, production co•tld be cono~derab1y u:.ped. ·.l!e sr.ys it is 
very di:t'ficult to know what tha individual wrker thinks as. he l.solataa h!.msal:l.' 
mentally in lllllllY' respects :l.'rom h!.s fellow worker, ·.He do eo not often say· what 
he thinks, lie se,ys vorkers hold back on their production and never give their" 
i'\l:l.lest.; ·I spofce with two Othat w--orker:: pn ~he eatnf' e\lbj~;~et .. _. .. · 

·~Putting ln ~·. 

,·•, 

One says production oould be doubled, ThO other is in doubt. Seemo 
to think it means _more work for. the worker,, I approached the subject on thE> 

.,bnais of a tour hour ds.y, five_ de,y week: "'!d. ask~d if t~t goe,l was :Possible• 
·l tried to impress them '111 th a plont-'llids conception of cooperation,; . I · 
~1!\l.ned , whnt. >.'1\s in t"aaJ:it)' \ldrl<srs• •aonfll'<>l.,.• . .One said thnt during ·· 
the War .in his sectiOnS Of the plant, t.be fellows used to knOck out. ·-,·rark- £a13·•· :· ., ... ",""·oc"!" 

·' deliberntelll' and then apend. a few houro in __ hor'se-ple,y. They en,joyed thelliselv~s, 
ontl. o.t the""""' ~im• got the_work out> Ho oleime the ment_al nttitud.e w...,· .:. 
entiraly different then. !low the l!IOhotoay is extre,.lY evident> · It is ·just 

. a· q110st!.on of putting tn· ~ime, !!e resents the pr_osoUr• or tt.a fol'Gmen · wher>' 
the production norm is comple te_d end he 19 kiddilll; nl'Oilll<f. The foremen,- .1 t · 
oeoms, . cannot staud .wot•kers being .idle even thong.'> the norm has bean filled• 
Tl:e other worker, in referenoe. to this, noted thl\t the miners hBd nDt 'lieen · 

. p!>.id for "- :t'ull .uqls work in tluir wallo-out, Althoo.igh the prodnctior.. qoots. 
:tor the · d!\Y had been :11lled, · · 

The workers say! "Wl>y su.ch ineffieiency! 11 

"The compt.oY lost B de,y1s WOrk bobauae of n lank of n p!.eoo o! cbliin 
costing about se~ent~:l.'ive cent••" . 

lfllh;r are there no ws.ahorsT Oan' t the· oompally Bfford· itt• 

hxt ia getting so tbb.t supervl.aibn dllnjt giVe a damn' a'txiu.~ ~11iiii!l6 
. Mnch1hes are breald.ng doWn consiamtlt, a di.ttiiit!ctl llhl.lih L .. d. to.\ea 

menv vorkers. . . . 

1-!an:Y workers become angry becnuse of the fBCt that ~UK•etions 
vhicb they put in are ignorod.. !hese suggos tiona would ad.d. to o:!'floioncy 
.-.nd al.ao !ncrt!e!O prod!lctian ao well "" nvo mone,y. 

,· 



•· 

.... ;.;..xo·~-
Dur~.n& the war there "-""'"~-~type o:t worker oreaUvl.t;r known,.;. 't!l~' 

rioner*iit: oT~b. 11 • ; don't thillk there~l.ll.".!':0%'~1!" who at aomo. time 9~ s,I'Othe:r .. 
hao not made a naovern:nent Job, II It ..U ·iU.IiVa il&~tll-~o -~rve IU!Oth•!'. ·: , ,. · 
worker lllald.ng aomethin,g for hill1&elf dutille lltlrldn,g ho<Jra,. llialJdredo of tllil~ll\411 
have made rillgs, lockets, tools end ltni~laiaoks. t(ille f~~liiiion o_r·boa~' 
would collie ovor end Nlkl "llhat ore you \1011!&?~ ~lie hply wei · "A !:!>Vel:'!llllen~ 
,job, • !Ialii beautiful thillg& were made and: the ,..i'lcarji \iseil' to show th6m · ~o 
eaCh o~her, ~a has ·corrled over an;!. it appears- that ·H ·11111 remain, !rhe 
term applies to. on;rthin,g the worker.:~~· :tor himself· on•ooi:w.sh:r time, . . . . . . . 

•• · ,In ord~r to .moke prodliotio~1, ... ,.~;lte.ra .devise :iil!l~nio.ua _lithe 
adaptatio.na, Some change ge"!e whop tl\o.,;tor.e= id l.!ot nboil~!'. At·t'imes, 
timy. -help!.etleh ·other lllld "9nverse;Ly, o.t .b1;Jler UlJies .th'Oy 'dO JiOto '. . 

~ ..... · . ,. . . . .. 
' ' !rhe compMy tries to increah j;iroduetioJ1 by every me0lwl,ic.'l1 ' 
meons1 . ltover once doeil ~~ stop to rei4h.~. -t!:V)t~ the. key lies in the c:oliec~~~· 
capncitioa of the worket'~ themael vee, .. · ' .· .. •- . · . 

:~ ! I ' o • ' • • • I : . 
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!l'lll!l ltOl!DII Ill' M:'lll!lB!l IlllltiS'l'I!Y 

(""tracts 1'rot1 ~ forthcoming pru:~phlet) 

Any worker ·~ho ho..a hac! e. tew-fe.otory Jobs throughout several :reBl'fl, 
learns moa:t of what I have wr1 tten through his o\'.rn experienceD. On entering 
a new :plant he learns to keep his mouth shut for a sate period o! time. 
J.Jan;r conths :pasa befo!·o the gap i8 bridged totweon the new 1.rorker and Me 
fellow workmen, Be takes no sides; Iii answe~ to involving questions, 
he will answer wlth e. nod or knowi"G wink, llhut goes op,about hi"' does not 

. escape him· 'llthough to all appelirances 'hs hai'the ailp~ct of ·lack of i.ntE;l'eot. 
li'irst impresciona are al::JOst alwa,y~ voided. Anj, real ',1i~<liit is pla~e~: onJj :!n 

'thooe ir.dividUala with >rhonl ha 'hes .·beooLi6' more·.basic.til.ly acq,ualnte.~.-t~ugh 
social .1·-!lte:':·cours.e .outside of the-·pr€ao1u'es_ .of 'the .iact'o17.. , ·. . · .. · 

• 'l • .:. • 

,To~ lforker of today -is an. edUcated individUal in that he' h~s {;one 
tr.rough at least twelve yeers of graJnlllei. ansi high school&. Be l:las r. w.!do sphere 

~- of1 1plo.~e4g~ ~Jl5\J can .talk- nbo?-t ma~~·nei-1 ,._ autos,.- po_l~i ~ics, ··government 1 movie~,_. 
•... etc. -~~ugh, so·:as. to offer im_ opinion'··on· any subject which cey nr~se for· ·. · 
·· · discusoi~:l. · ., · · . ~·· ·- ~ · · . -· · ·. · · 

0Th•!'J;. t·i,,!!. ,Eo A ;[ettru:: .'b."£ !!f ~ .A ~ ~ ~~~. . . . ' . . . ' ... : 
• •· • I_ ' - I • ' • .. ; ,' ' .: , •.. . 

. . There ex:l.sts t>dE;(r in 'the i'acto!'y e.ri attitude t~!-ch ,>:as. not app.went . 
before the wnr. .At) !l"t11.ted by tho_.ltorker 1t goes "There must be a tatter -wo.y _ 
of ·making a living t~!.'211 this. n It is ,n ·.d.istinpt nnd. defini t_1{ r.;!1i\nge . 

. ·!;~ > .... ·.· ... ··: ' ' . ~ .. -. -~-~ ~--·~- ~. · ... :-· .· ... ·:! ~-·. · ... 
I have noticed. t~e .trend riinongs't ·the. t-TO!'Zt:e:oa to sper.k ;;:or~ a.nd 

~re·in_ ter::1a of security. How it Cll;D be ~tte1~.". etc •. ~he;re -~.s:~--r,~_rcng 
· .-._atti_tude nr:wa.lent to the BffE'et: that· the .._ror!:er ~to ::-r-.:.Ghcd.a.round too- hluWJ;·' 

o'n th~ jo~. . They . think -!n terma·· of. ".year or two at 'the 'present Joll• •tlhan .. . 
production really gets under wey-, 1 t >rill be '!. shOrt tice before -the "arehcW.eu 
are 11.6•.ldad. 11 In_ short,- they ex;p~ct boom an,d··buot·; SeVeral.bU.siness ~uggcstions. 

:· -_ lo-.ri.V'~ _ b4::t'ln': bnnd.1.,od ;liek 'Md ·.for~. -~rap~~ ~ ~~~v.Hrh:· · _V:Ce Crenln _parlor,. lnli:Ude~. 
· 9tte, etc. ·No one of t!la'workera··could-·ftnruide-·:tt .nldi:iet- so fo.r- .a. while· they . .--.-· 
· epol:e nb-,ut PBJ.:tnerships. 'but then gaVe tM~ up.·• ·They fe'el the closeness.--of 
their economic position. · · · 

. ~he wrker is compelled on. the Job. to p~'f91'!11 11 task which cc.n only 
make him rebel I . the conotoey; the getting up every "'orningl tbe ae,v O:r .. da.v · 

. drudgery whi~ takes its· toll.· Be labors under forced conditions.· lfot.only• 
'that, but tilere.is 'the fact that lle compels' hii>:oalt· to decept these con<U.tiona•. 
-Home.~ family. economics cake hiril a: slaVe to thia rout.ine. ~heOretically 

1 
he 

'is a !roe wage laborer. llealistici>.i.ly, he cannot' .exist M,d mintf\in such " 
Policy. ·In other >rords, he thinks he has·the rit;ht not to accept his .condition, 
bUt clBarly real1zes-.he mnst~ -~ese tWo pressures tend to foment o. sU'bt.erranel:'.n 
t~stra~ion-within him. · 

... : :·· 
!!'he worke~s1 attitude tO>!!U'ds all this is: "All that the cocpe.ny is. 

interested in is production nnd ""'re prod!'ctlqli, n !!'his is .. his ~ of protes,t1ni.'. · 
agninst .the complete disre1';')rd of the individ.ual hwnan efement. ,!!'his ia <ilso 
riidenced by ·such statements ns; IIWhn,t do ti'l.eY thl!'Jt·•,-te !'.re·, ;PicCcc of ;;toelf" . '' . ' ·.· 

. .4 worker walks in Bnd sits doWn' 1~ -~ aisle cf locl~~s nt the 'beginni:"'..; 
. of'~work. l!e is e. ·vetero.n, \':as woU::tded OVeraeO.a·. He suddenly exo_lr.iDG in-n ·· 
l"!ld.~ico~···;!'L~t'u go. out· on stri}<el" I 'look;at'.liic nne. ask:· "ll'l>P.t. il.r!nga . . . 
.this on;!• ·He answers: •I c1Ul1't stand t.t·., .. ~he t;oddan "!'chine. pour,d:Lng ey he11d. 
<i11 d&¥ ,long,, ·back.,·.end torthl ~;"!1!1 Jo~th •. ' ... I tis .. driving. ce nuts. 11 . : . . ·, 

1 
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. !rho a:achine he op6rates ia a cold headar. It chops ott:. l, 1: i~e'-. 

piocea o:£' steal about one hal£ ineh in· diameter from a large roll of oteel. 
It tilkes l:l'&at pressure and is done without heat so that the resUlt ie a 6teail,y 
ponndir>« noise, with the feediug· nr111 goillg bo.ck and forth, I !JIYoelf hnva ·· 
worked next to these machinee for several weolcs. When you leave 11<1rk, there 
still re..aina 'tb.e continued boomtr>«' in your hsad. 

llow and then the plant h!:ts a :fire drill. Tho workers march out o:! 
the plant for five minuteo. Everyone seiaes tho opportunity to omoke. Remarks 
of this kind can be heard: "I'd like to go right home,• or "I vish we 
woUld at~ out till quitting time,• 

Lunch time in the clli'eterin veranda, sn elO-Chi. sa,ya: n These dnmn 
fBOtories are prisons. You are coope.d up without " chnnce to get n decent 
breath of fredh air,n 

1'here is a worker who nrrivea every morning. in the locker room with 
"Ours ia not to ranson vey, ours is but to do nnd die." 

1'here is the destructive urge manifested by the worker thro11i1>& a 
·piece of t/Ork at the machine when it does Mt function properly, · He curees 

tho lll!\chine. 

I once had trouble >lith n mo.chine. I said to tb• 
."If I owned tbio stinking machine I'd br.enk 1t up.n .ile rep!.ied: 
your o>m machine, Brenk this ons. It belongs to the comp:w:.-." 

!:,,:,-;:· · ... . !rha.life of S: wor!J:er.lu transformed i!lto 110rktng t11!16. He do""· , , 

~\L, . :~! ~~~e~~=tf~/i::.ri~i;rr~:!i\~o~:· .~~P~hei~o~~k~;·no= ~~ers, 
.-.~., ,: · ' not roleaoe his mind. 1'ho worker thinks of po,v da,y and the end of the week, 
il'«''/. 'His· off houre are alwn,yo conditioned by "I aan 1t ata,y up lnte ns I lu\ve·to 
@;.;,o:".i.::,·:,go.to· 1-10rk totl<irrow.• iillen IIUJ)da,y night nrrives ·he thinks :dejootedly of 
~:--:·--.. _:.: --- · re:turn:t~ to work on ltoncis3 zoorn1ng. The inceosnnt :process contiimnlly . , 
>·!:·>·. repente itself. He· looks longingly for weok-onds Md they disappear before 
ii:!i;' he h!:ts n renl clwlce to nbsorb. them,· He sn,ys: "I 'work·All weok for Fridey ·1,,:••,;:·,

8
;, 

•\·.'· · night " · · 

~u.:: .. . ~Torkers ~;snble perhaps. to win some money and escnpe production, bu;;' 

~M·!: a.new car, o:::. talk about thoir betting e.u t:r they !;now it all Blld are bte: 
"~''' shots. Sotle ot the wrkers use lllly subject ·ns a o:oae.ns of l!l&intni~>& "boud . 
t.SS ·, ot interest betwen them, e.g., baseball, bet tin,, wooen, ate, - Mnny 'trorkei"a 
%\•:· ··. · talk everlnotingJ...v .of the bnseb~.ll taMS,their ste.ndingo l\lld vho is pl~ing, r·{ SpecU'io detail is (liven to 1ndivlduaJ.·plp,yars BOd ""·"~nrnov'very exnct .. ' ~'\··: · · illi'ormat1on on some ot · the p~ers. and their helll th, · 

r£:"' ,. 1'here aro times tohen the .. -orker ·hna seve~al da,ys off in "·row, ~ 
@:,;: . knowledge of this almost immediately bellins to looQen ~he psyoholo(lic.'ll ct:m1n; ' 
"'''"''· Moor a few da,ys, be ballill!l to acquire reat and pence of I:llnd, ~he wrld ·.-----c···, 
~V~.;:. on e. lighter napect, He has the opportunity to look out ot hie limited sphere •. · ........ ,_,,,,.., 
rf: .. -.·;:.: ~e pressure or work ter.iporaril;y lenvea hill,. Ocicll1~. en~:..!"'wever; ··durbi~ . , 
\' •• eeting tiom1111ts of thiu period, n senae cf une:tp ""Muld ,_n tor not· o1~>& -
i:(;' e.t work ouddalll;y·w111 co1.10 ovor.hitl, !rho· return to work ia difficUlt,. · 
1(:. tl.rat few hours back in the shop iotiil find the wrker iabued with thO'.,'oiob·lt: 

~s~.f;b.~~,L~ ·,,: .. ,, . . ..:-:. .. ... .,, __ , ,.··" .:;~>;.::.:;:;,;,;~\:.1:L~~~ 
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e! his sa~ourn. 
of the worker is 

!!!han .,;,~oe'.t]i!. and ot tho clay, 
exactly w1'&~ l..t ;was before ths 

!L'M . 8.9»e&Z'Mbe and. ·feel:lag ~ · 
break occur.-~:. · · · 

,· . ,. ~t!r,~ 
.. ·~ :':'<!ij 

... - . ~.:;., 
.... ~-" .. ,~ 
:;·:;~ "TrAIJaforu &J. L1h-f4.g Jgir.lfl£Hv'!!t'lmell . -~ 

!rhere is at certain t1111es in tho >torker a psychological drive to · · :./. · ;·:~ 
remsin in tb.e plant, As 11e know, a worker spends most of his >mking !:ours in/: 
the plant '!"' at ..j;l.o labor, His. life therefore· revolves around this activity, · ' ' 

·,_: 
Hio subconscious bec0111ea overwholmqc! wi.th facts and tliou&bts ocnoorni:>g · 1 
IDBOhine, workers, bosses, regularity :or work hours;• ·'ruid incessant repeti tion• ·· . 
When out of the ehop, he brent)ies a little more l:U<e n man, His home is .mqie .. 
like teo ezpression of' his lif'~. When the brenk oocurs in the work nnd h<i' baa 
his week-end, :tor " fleeting moment he hee looeoned himself :from the ei'fecta .. 
of' the shop.: !rhen crMhl He met re-orient himeel! bnclc on Mondey to tha ;': 
same old routine, !rha men~al strain nt lll8JlY times ia immenss. !!!his was !llllch · · ';. 
more so during the wnr when in oost instances the work dol 'lm.S 12 hours, ~"~~ 
6 and 7 days .a.veak, Ao a result, having l:ecoca acclimated once core to tho , ''{< 
shop, in many instances he would rr.ther remin than le!\ve, The lo)lBcr hours . '>< 

a worker puts in, the easier it is to. drag hie still turthsr in th~ work day, · , .·:.:\~ 
!rhere is a con7erse to. thi,. As· the work day shortens and the vork week 

5 

correspon~:l:;, ::·::::t::n~:::i:: ·:t;1:1::t:~::::.:~ki:: :::::d· ),,~ 
take this any lon.ger, Day ntter dl);r, ha 'gets up at the ~Me time, gees · · :···ff,Jfi 
through the. sl\tle routine •. ·and ~::Jas hoae. He eeys he l"ei'Uses to ·tnke it +' .·.·.· ·,',.:'.:•~,.·,J.-,:.-~.~.-::~.-.·~' any longer, .!!!his 1:1onotonous proaodure ia getting hio doiin, lie dcos not .~._,. 
wen.t to. spend his life this way, ''He' had'beilt Cnko a bre!\k:be:fore ho t:ets old;. ':·.-f.i;-!l~ 
He does not· .care i:f he losPs all his so.viri;:s; at· lenst he wlll be :froo .for' . . · .·. ; •'·"~ 
!l. while, lle.'lmS in the ~ines:Md did. piCket duty during the strike. I :1?!\~~{i 

·told hie he 1ma dooced to the :fal:tory and ha ·beence vel')' upset. He took " ; ·· ·•,z!JE , ::::~. 1:~ ::o;::~:~L~led ,and .. than he cBJ:Ie bnck, ·. . .~·~)fi;1Jj~ 
2!he worker cannot expreSs even -~ h1oeelt. tile ree:.'l. cee.n!n.g o~ hi a· /:-: :..:/.::·\:·-~~~~ 

eu:t:tering, "oihen ha arrives. boca. he find< thet his wi:fa, llftel' .,,·hn,rd dayi~·'" [ · ·.--: -,r;;:-,;1)1. 
wrk in ~ho !Jpti5, ie incaphble of und•~stt:~nding whet ha hns 'be9n through, . r' ' ; . -~i:{,:~~-;ii 
His u:lderstanding o:f this l:ltll<;es hie at tiiJI!s resent the fact that ha otm."tot I · . "'•.' 

. • • • . r eYen unburden hit!sel:f ~o. bl.s wife, He ·often talku to hh kids "'bout his wor)< .,.',:'if!l 
though, ll'ot so they will unde~stAnd, bo.t as a relenso for hi.,solf, '. . / . ., \:{~ 

, . !!!her~ is nn old popular phrase used on pay cUWI •Another chcy' ·, _.,.:.:~;,~~ 

another dollar • • . · . . .';i.:~.:.~r,~, 
When P"Y ~ collas, the locker~rooo buzzee as though n fRucet WIIO . ,, 

turned on, !rhis one day ot tho >teek, thore is whiiJtlins, oh!\ttering, anli . :: :J~,, 
lively e.ctivity, !J!ha thing for which the workers hn"<e Btl'U€gled. l\ll Wool!: ":-~ 

~o~~i~e;;,...•~h!~!: na~~Dl that they ehoUld .4uat1f;y their sv.fferin& by tho·· .. · .• ·.·.•• .. ·.:···:.·.; .. ".-.-... ·• .. "'.•.i,·:~;:"~~.!.'.~ .. 

·Worker z. told cs this, !!!he other night When he • ..., hooe, he snid ., -
to his two ;roar old bnby girl: •llaby, you would cry if' you saw ey percentogs,• 
!!!he child Msn~•4: •non' t cry, Daddy," . .'.;(_~ 

"!!el!!Xing ruh A ~ Qf_ hm:"' · :m 
l!ere are aocc other aspects of hooe life, · · 11nn;r workors nn;v: •r•vo · : : :~~;.{, 

. already got ey ioe-bo.x filled w:Lth beer, I eanerll.ll;r ·drink 'n hill:!' dozen bottl.so . ·• 
1
\. 

. ,~',;;o.,(•.t:;o:J-: 
1000 ' •:: ·'· "' ..... 

· .• .' _ .. .-_ · -~-L . -,: .·• ,!_;.-: •. •:-~_~::t)Jf.<.~;~~i'lr~ 
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be:f~re goiag to bed." •.llela:d~~g with a bottle o:f 'beoi-."' 

.After supper eitti~~g in tbe livl.~~g room, it ie a matti!r o:f minutes 
beforo :fallin,g o:f:f in an e:bauet~d sleep on ~he parlor aheir. ore is the, , 
way it is toH: 11I put the radio on. I hsard ths announoor stAte the 'Lux 
radio movie' for the eveniD& and thAt ia all. I woke up a few hours latar. 
Stiff neck and back ache and flopped into bed, • 

"lil!lu.~· 

O:f'ton the wife mat do the wcking up nt five o~ s~x in ths rnrni~~g, 
!!!his adds to thE. ~rials of her day ao she mtlkes brenkf ... t for him and then 
goes back to bed to vnlco up a short tl.JOe leter fot• the kids. Mney times home 
life is dieru~ted by th.ts series of events. It results in enrly mo:rnill.(; 
qun'rrels and m•gtlJllentt d ·;:;tl t~~ husband leaving fQr· W'Jrk .without his l1JJ;1eh 
pnil. .l.lso a ca'lSe of tr.ir disruption in :fD!llily life is the shl.:ft >IOrk; !!!he 
third Shift, tr:-~r.1 !-U.nri.h'b!; t,j ~:noo Al.f is the worst. aome .call· it tho 'night-
Z!Il'.re · chift.. --T.i:a ff\'.'Li.ly'~ C!l":. ;:o:.r·Jly get .. together i'-.nd loolc longingly .for week-endi. 
He getB l:.J.m "",t t1-__.a. bdgin!il!-~ ~! cb;y mid. t!'~oa to ale~_ l4~h the kids running 
around.. H~ · g~·ts i~rl.to.tcid. o'; t:!J.c kids· n.Dd yel-ls at his· wife for not keeping 
them qUiet,· l!e "orks hard all" night to ,coine'home 'to this. . . . .. ' . 

· lloth second and third 'shift; prevent the !nisband and wifo frol!l 
ehoring in n rntioaal nnd hulllllll manner the normal intimacies ·of'Iife. Sax' 
life is often ve1•y :disrupted. · , , · 

!l!hs married trorker with B f.;,;,ly f.e~le that, tha eini;Ie worker who 
, uuppprts himRelf only, cnnnot be ~oo resp;Oiwible. He !ll'riV<>s at this conolus-
. ion this ~. Fnctory life iB drUdgery; Axiyone who is not forced· by neceso1ti ·~ 
to endure ~t. is one who will lit MY moment up nnd ·lei\VO 'Or be irresnonsible . 

'on' the jo"oc; lt is not uncommon tO henr one worker sey to nnother:' •mw 'il.o' .· 
.. ;you stey in the 'i'nctoryt If l tills si)\'Ile I >rould be out of 'here long :ngo;n . 

. . . . . ~ . . : . . -. - -- ' - . 
. • ! • • :' .•• 

. . ~, ti~e ·the 't.~rke~:. m:N:cn: en--~ .non-~-rork d;;.y lli,th ~hG ilJlP_rs's&iOil-~. "':o·'·~,.-, 
tlmt it is .a workine; <l-"0'•' · Saturdi!Y or Blmdey, for·lnstance. lie >re.kec· un with ;<, 
a start; not having set the 'ninrm nnd ':traritico.lly ~enlizes he is• lata& fuhe. ' , 
.shop is, .Ven in his subaonscl a~.s. : , 

. · Mo~ 1J10rn1,.; on'" drenty co~d w,lnters _day::· ··Wor~•r~ iU'e dr'esuin.g, ,, 
and Ohtal6ing clothes. A worker come's in and in one word 'expresses the phil<>" 
sophical outlook of each worker present. In " frustrr.ted, , definitive angry 
.tons· ha seys: Aw· s--1• Everyone underst..,ds and Bf\VS to himself, 11You can 
eey that ag:~n for me, br~ther.• , 

'' !raking a ride on non-WQrk days, ,;. worker lll!l%ll' timos >till delib,eri..te}? 
avoid those stroets which lead ~.im to work. lie cocos to disillce iUl thOse . 
buildings and landmarke wioh line the roi.ta, At the sa1:1e time; be will """Y 
times deliberately ride this circuit up to the plnnt anc! pMt; precieel:r 
bece.Uaa he is free ·~o do so on thio one dt\y'. 

On the other hanii workers have etten nnde it n point to brillll their 
'<hole family to the plant A1'~a on 8 Swidey, ~ere they explnin to tho fnmily 
what seetion o~ tbe plant is their 't.'Orkillg. area, · 

,!t Drgpnod. ~n . ;_. ,o 

' · ~~bey lliacrJ.nes ·hs.va been speeded up. ~he workor used to, 
smoko more o:t'ton. Now the worker hs.s to spend all day wBtohi,ng, ~nr.ng:L~~g 

. .;. . . ' 
... ... . .. 

•:,",..:, 1,,.:•,J.I _1_·:. '· ',' .' • 2:.. ·.: -··- ; \ {' :~',, . ...•.. 



,r· olean!ng tools. m.. interludes are briefor, !11b.e end of the :!zq produces ,. 
more exha~sted trorker, LJento.l.l~· and physico.l.ly. The momonts of relaxe.tion 
are continually diminishing, 

~he mo.chinory is Gp.eed~d up to a high dogroe, As a resUlt there 
~ p •••• ··.;are continuou~. l>reakdowns. The \-."anton use· of the ·tlllchinery is eVerywhere 

apparent. ·~As· n reSult. a large crew of maintenance mn nre needed. 

: ·· ' A worker on n high DP"ed automatic machine sBl.d& •t nin genred up 
· ·· · ·' at a high speed 11i teh 'td run n !qat meclline. Kept busf · piling up tho wrk, 

/: ... ~ 

. loading ond pu~tiilg new ·tools in, . ."If I vns ·to be put on. n slowo1" tll\chine, I 
couJ.cln1t stand tlis chonge·.o:t' pnce, At the sP.llle'time it woulJl. be Mo. vnco.tion 

. <l<llllpll.1"ed b? ~he fast' one ~ run. n . . . •' · . :· .. 
'·:;,:. . . .. ; . . . .- ... 

. Wliiln. the operntors fail to. 'llll\ke bonus by, the end. ot the dny, th~· 
(;'::·" clil!ltl!( it with 'the e;c;prassio.n: "I ,dropped dend." The essence is thet the 

~~L;'· : ... ::~~n:~~~=n~~;;::~~~;;::t~; .. :; . . . ' 
kl2·' A ~: co-~e;,r bait h.~.- recently been. i'nstnl.le<( thro~ghout. the . . .. 
~~-,;'- plnnt~ It gees from depo.rtment .to 'dep;u-tment, Hundrsdc of steel'l:irdera o.nd 
~.;(,.:. steel baoketO comprise its Jlll\ke'.up. 0~he cost rnn into thousnnds ·of dollo.rs,; , ... 
f:e~; ' : · :'a ·fll.1" ·as tl\e. work~ra ll.1"e concerned, 1.t · :l:s nt.: .t]Jia;dnjl« 0n ... :fn11w';>, They.·· • . . 
f-W;\ • are .eonotnntl;t. hurting: themsel;vee .. on it, It is in t!ie midd'l:e of the mnchinery · 
~~~; 

1 

: • and ·s.erVes as .~ hazara, .. The 'l'toz;l_Cer·il rir<!-'·beoomirig. int:l\Onsingly ri!lgry abOut Jt., · 
~~~:.: ~: -~ .. ·: ·-~~ .·~n· siJ~ak! llP.lr~t Mthe co.#Pnny 'says } .. ~.ey! will:r>ur ~opnd .. e~~~e·_.on_-~~e ._eCrnerc· ~-~~ 
f'TP:"-· · -.·BI)il:·the. ;ne!' shoul:c{ 'b~ .otu;~ful,. Hot(ev,e:,: ~hi a dCies·. na,t soh•.• the problem; · •· . 
r;;~:;, .•·:· ... :, . . ·.: , ... ,..:: ....... , . __ . : ,.,,r _ ~ :·: . . . :: . . .__ .... 

?;fri-..Jf-~.-: .'. -- !.. ·~. ~- .~!~c~_CnS ·b~for_q, th~ ::mchinS · Opt;~rito~ &~~~Bd_ ~~ ~~. \.'!'i"k: in 1'~-ne·_:~_d·,. 
~T~;'>: .. ;,•. plapea ~h•!JI .o11· th~ t;.oor for •· laborer t~ pick uj;, lnter, !>O~' ~no men nre . · 
\;{,:~·••.· ,• · •. ordered. to.pl'<iJ!e the: WOI"k; Oil ~he COnlleyor,•. !11he laborer .ib %!0\/ elimin.1.ted in 

~
ii>': ..... •. '\his -respect;· !rlio-company .llnd tried to inoti tute this o11o., . before, but· :: 
·,:;,~.<--. ;!'l4led •. · {in";l.'ng'·1'et.<ihed·:.inrgar· eec.tiono of. the trorkers· \dth increaoeli benefits· 
iili'" :· . . in' the me!litt~ms; <the ,company ""~ e.ble ta-·instnl.l the system ·nt this time, . . 

. ~·,\~~:_!!,·:: :.Ho\otev.~:r~ .-~~ ·o;er·th~·.-workerS rebelled n~ tha new eystBc:~ ·.el~itliilg it:·:wns oUt_;_ · 
til/;;;, •:•. of theiz:. c~,nl;_s_ii'i~(\tion,. etp. For so'"':. -deys · thefe wo.~ .'1. di'oturbnnce, A; though 
~.):'''• ,, ' . .the nOW s;tste!d bi>ti-'_prDVOd in eome Wa;yB llll>re sntisfnctoey,. the fo.ct th.~t tho . 
~f ... \~·· j. ·· men wore not consulted o.nd cleo the fnct ·that the .. c~~ ·n,i-.oi:trnrily inst!tut~cl rs><:(!-..... ·: .... ;it,. brought on the revolt. ., .... . . . . : 
fft:J:•.:<·.".:··:·~ ~.... . ·-~ · 1 · · ;;:u~ . . ···· . ..· 

~
\}',;;:'''' : :,,,. .. - · .. ~h~e tii'etsome other,~~ots to this situntion. Previously, the 

'·:,;;·;. -::·. oheoker came 'to the ·Wol'ker1 s mnchine and''in•·a. relntionohi.p exphMgotl receipts 
. f~,':;:_~ :· fOr the. work ~~ch··:tha: opernte~ 'c7~_nt.ed.' '110\.t. tho work~)ila.COa his Work- on a . 

~.;;}: · : · conveyor whence i~· travels ~o ~ _,c~lltr!'l.:~ point •. ~t .. vari. o~s intervl\ls 
~·,;:-: · dlll'!ng tho week h~ reooivGs.hia r.~9e~?,ts~ .:!'he old ro~n~~.o~a.!liP no longur 
c<: · exists of oontnct ·between wrkor lll)d'~cil<e~·. (~hi~ h- vory_·.sr.tisfnctory to . b\ ·., the cheoker,) ~he old systetl gnve the worker·~ feeling" or :t~dividucl conti\Ot. 

t;.'','-' w!.~h .the recipients of his work, T!le ·worker 1s o.ngry nt the nett syctoc nnd. 
f~\-. · · · del\lll.llds thnt ~he' cl'd· relation 1>'! reesta.blished, He insist a thnt ho. bo poid 
~;;·•: . for his work at hl:s J;>lichine., ~.a reasol) _is thnt othel.'llise he is ohented. ot. 
~'\.. ,

1 
come of his dstrlir.work; llu.t tlll.s is no more the c"se thtln usual: o.nd the 

~i·~ ·.: :· .oq!'IP!lllY goei :~o -~t'remes to -eee n~. ?ne !s ohented, ~he new systet1 nt1 stnted 
\'-·~·: · · .· :pi'O";es in ,tlai>Y re)l>lloto mot:e. snt~p;t:adtory_ thn,n before, :But the worker, not 
li·~V · . -understo.nding hii:i.elf' or .his re0:11,ii.n., ts l\ll8I'Y beonuse he is1 ,!::~:~;.'!;n~1;ruther . i;•~(:'f··. · divorced from and·~omatl:aed)!>' !lis work, He ntte~:~ptti to • 
~V:''\'· . •·. · , 1d1!,1111ty oncl ·~etients· the: r~i~~~~n~t'19n"of: his ln'bor into n ••••rue-
~0~~.,·. :··, .... , -~: ~-~~~~~~ -:~.:· .--:!&~.--~~t. ~~t. --~:-.~:.-~· .. :~~~ur~~~~-,,-t_~ 1~~~ ,~~. .:~~~~ :~.:~;·.f~(~~~~t'~~!:ifi~M 

' 



but . the fUrther dh-orco of hims eli' from ths end rcoul ta and the reoei vera. Of hie efi'or~s. . .... 

!l!hs workers are Clea;rly allare that •economic st;ikea• do net e;l!t 
them anywhsre, 4t this time, a ley-off numbering into .the bunclrc:!s has been 
taking place. The Workers contrast the cost of the conveyor and ~to ~ate of 
money and space to this'lll,)"-o!f and.ss;y. that the e:cpense involved coUld easily 
have k~t all those workers on the Job, ~ ss;y: nzt l had the money Bpent 
0_11 thie, I could retire for life; n !!'ho ls,y-offs have bro1J8ht an increased 
labor 011 the part of those still remainlns. !he workers all ~dorstand and • • 
state openly onji con&istently that the aompnn,y· is tr,yint: to cut overhead mtd. 
e:cpense. Thooe l!IJ'-offs have affected all but the production depnrtlllElnte, i••·, 
laborers, in~ectors, toolroo~, maintenance nud- other non-production ~rorkers, 
llo.n;y kno11 of the tax refunds to the compan;y by the government. The convo;yor 
hns displaced lBborors who used to ~art aWI\;y. 

~he b~ie machine in Pt:oduut:ton is the io.the. It was :£rom th.o fi'rs_t· 
~ crude lathe, cpernted by foot po1<er, thnt almost ·nn· othe1• machines have si.ni;<f. 

developed • .Alm.:>st all muohiner,y is either D. ·modifiaBtion of the lathe, e.ro ·. 
the clrill press, ·or a fUrther addition, e.g. the huge aut·o~tics and borins , 

'mills.' Moot every ·..Orker who understmtd~ machinery knows this. The i:ioint~I··'·· 
wio!l to moke is this: The mnstery of on;y ·at these maohinos"nutal:l!\ticnlly : ::· 
prepares ths wl'ker to gain lll<t6tery easily over tho ,others. ·This ~ """"' · · · 

. hundreds •of. times in the~ lnst five ~Ill's. I as well IIJl other I'Orkera, heye 
-·-nt some time or other •. been _put on mo.chines ·whi_ch.'ffl_ hn.rl never ~.r..m.-- .. 1-fusi;:'·' 
often it·'took about n hn:u- hour to be nbie 'to run them cntisfr.ctorily. This 
is n. constant occurrence in most fnc~ories.. l'lhen worlc runs out On one, mnCh~m:;.c."'"' 

.. the-"-'Orker_ is pUt on.C'.nother .. r·see it aVery dn~t in: the fnotory. In this ... 
;pl=,t ,during the first tw months, I r:m " clrill press, air-chuck latheB, :, 
"automatic .screw macl-J.naa, :f'oot press, etn. Ttro of thesa t:l.1.Chincs I lind never run before~ · · · 

. , · . , It_ i,il clear then; 'that the ,preaent d!cy• o;-gnniznt:J.on o:r proU.uct:l.on · 
~taelt praplll'ss cortnin otrntn·of ""rkera for n multivlicit;v of. ::tbiliUes. 

:1: recall tlui.t duri\18 the war this wae 111\ioh more co. "notJ1qr. fnct. sho1m by·. 
·the >rar wns the ansa with which newcomers to mnohiner,y- cou.ld lenr.n in n . 

", 'oompwa~ivU:.i"shot•t spnce ot time, .!!!his wns pravod to me by the fnct thnt' in ,: : · 
the firot, three yee.ra of the wnr, l alona trained so.., twenty-odd >rorkers, 
rang1ng in ogo from 17 to 6o, in the practice of running engine >'llld turret . lathet. · . , 

. ~-
, 'lthen workers hnve the 'opportunity to lineok nwoy; they .1nvest1gnto 

the o·ther aecUciliil of -the plnnt.· ·Rarely does this hBppen, The lono;:i"€ to . 
vision the w:Wle of which he is "·PIU't is never sBtiafied, Ho dQes not get· '. · 

'• . 

·to know the routine nnd full ttecill'mics' of the noxt depnrtmento. He "ill pnas.:. ' · 
through various depwtcenta, ;•iclc up n·pi'eco cf >IOrk nnd coment en it, 'Then .. 
again he will step nt n l:l!ichine >rhich intri!:lleo him, He· will quost.icn the · 
operntor nbout it, ·An exoept1onn1 yeo.rnint: cnn be seen in the· wntc.lt!'ul ~;yos · 

''ot those whoso Job it is to porform some sort of lnborint: cr lJ.nukillud ,.,.Jlu,,J, 
:taSk.· It is not uncommon to her..r· ono wbrkGr oey to r.nothor; II:So~. ~ .. :_~ t "''"'h is' a good one to bnve." . 

. .r ,·: ~ · · 14 ., • 

· .. 
11
b'.Qoaneratiyil2ks.Qt ~ ~ Proena" ., .. 

··; '·':,,;;·: . ln f~ot.ories wh~re difto~~~t. -~'nss1f1cnt1ans.' ot,i.ork ~e. 
'.'wl'ker'a ci>lll'ino·tru.maelv~• to the!.: nwn• :blnsB!.iicBti~n. : :ros;; · 
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., 
with it,· Pe~hapo it vas O.K. for the !rotakyit~e in ~anoe to enter the Soco~i 
International, I knw very little about that, but here in the United Stahe,. I 
c~u~~'t see it. !hat """ t~"J>alitionl rea·so:n·;"" :SUt"tio,..,thin& elee C8Jiiij 1~" Tho 
rumor spread ti)Bt Cannon nn4 tho !llll,jorUy lenders tlero carrying on n"BQ~iaUone 
with the S,P, behind tile back• of the il!elllbero, wo;ooid that cen of theb' ill: ·• ·< 
oouldu1 t build the ;>lll'e revolutionary party. Our background was one of :ri.gllt!~ 
the corrupt leadership Df. tho A,Jr,L. llnny of the A;F,L, lenderc were s,P,'ers. 
In thc.· . .A.~'T,P., under the piessurea ot the. cOrrupt A.F.L. bureaucrats, t-re' hnd be

~• come obseooed ldth tho buildin& of the pnrty, not of just any pnrty t""'-l&h, but nn 
honest revolutionory pnrty, Thus we spent e. good dce.l of time on the burea.u·>rncy 
ot the J;?,C, regime, Tho burer.ucrncy nnd dishonesty of the lenders got ~11 mi:ed 
up with the question of politicnl entry, :,•e hnd little politico~ cduco.tion 11t the 
time. For ille, the question of' 'rrhether entry into the S,P. wns correct, hns still 
to be evnlun.ted. I think, todcy, thf..t if' the Trvtskyites had evnl".lnted the J.mer
icr~ scene correctly rnd turned to the workers, they vould have held on to mcst of 

:~ .. · ·the· Muste-ites tmd most ef .tha Ohlerit~s, ~f not ,oll~ ·In nny c~.se, e-van from ~h~ 
" S11'P point. of view, D>rl'lY of tho£6 who CMe from tho 811'. lnter split fl.l·~ to form 
:;' the W.P.,. P.nd the W.P. ~G ·siven the s.w.P .. 1'.8 mu.Ch or more trouble thr.n tho S.P .. 
j.· • T:o~otsl:y interv.aned in the strutc-..le over entry• . :But to·~ his intervention. wns re~ 
i" lnote, It didul t meo.n much1 · All our t•.lk """' ot building nnd keep1Jl8 r.n independ-
~~, .· ent .orgo.nizn.tion. ·Some of ihe old l.fuste grout) were' C .. l(.ei-s- nnd l"~t the lt'.at coD.-· 
[,.~;;L ventiol!· of the A.W.l', which decided on goin& iuto the S.P., th•y ""nt .to the 0.?'. 

· ~u;w, -completely. diso:rlerited, dropped. out ot the moyement. A. good muriber, J:JqGtl~;·. · · 
r~~:::-·· undOr J.~ste 1 s illf'luenCet ·werit .. a.lone to tho $.P. nnd n. smtq.l·gTo1%J.' t·rent ~th Ohler~ 
•1~,·.-,~~.~.:,·.·.•.::,'.:.'.::.·.···.·.·.·.: .. I trr.o one. Yet I didn't tenlly. believe that the Ohleritas t1o1Jld bUild t!",e maD ·. 

:; party. · It >tns rr.ther thtlt there vns no other plllce to go, · 

1~;\~{' Whr.t a~lll'ted ~~~· diainte~;ntion of tlie .Ohlorites >nudhe fnla'e pos>01<>n: ...• ~·:,C:.'1 
M,,,,,, 'on·the fori!Ultion ot',the O.IiOi c(It mU.t, hottevex•, be'pointed out.tbe.t'inter the. 

n:.~~- ;;. . Ohlerites Cllllllged thP,i,. nppl'ilitr~ of the 0, I,O) l:n •h• besinniJl8 'they cnw 1 t r.ot fl.t;;.r- "~ I' • I 

~~\~~L · .... titS a. movement of the -~orcnn1.z~d working Cla.ss f~r tfa"tlgqle, Jmt .. ~" . .e~ r,_.tnr"neuver_ 9.~ · . 
fiW?,'f":·c::: John ;to. Lewis,the corrupt lnbor fl'l!:e~.• .Thus. '.Ohier >tho. split to bul.ld .tJ;e indep~n"t' 
~.~r:~~.f::;:_,:_ .~nt Americ:m pr.rty mlsaed ~he_ c.z.o. He hfui:_JlO.;~.n~.ly~ic.of .. tre Am~ricnn··}!cen~ •.. _I .. ·· 
r:~~;;·::~·-:_,. ·'elm:~ s~e t~t. now. · 9po.1n _cnllJe: tip. P.nd ~.~ lrere Qua~ l:n.i.~~-ng In:O.~ey ·-.~. -~.f¢d:' i:i'?ma . O~e··-=.· :. ~.:~· 

I
IBJ:'i .. ,.,·;·'"·'.·.·, :.:to .. ·.Spo!.n. So::ta of the ex-.~luote-ites lext .Diile~ •.t .. hr he .t.ool<;·. t he.'Pttsition:· on· the.·, . ~F~:i::-\ o.r,o. ·n~ di~ r.. f~\f othe'l's, Agid,lf th~~.e ~ms n getlerJ:U .. dropping ~oni'l.the ·.~ov~mentf 
.~~~;'.7:-r· I . .-:Pnd my :friends l16rO footloose: !Uid free, .tritP,. ~0\:Jhe;ro . .-.fJo @.:.·.With tho ·:forJn?..tiol!. 

l!~{j.~f'!-·.: · ·.of. the' s,w.~ .. our. spirits. Were high:' ·we ha.~ ·a~h0mc11 at ln~t. tla ha:dn~,t likod: our .... 
~' .. fi: .. · .· period o.f do-:-notllin&. 11e had tha .sP.Bnish r~yolut!. on b~:f'JlJ'.O•!ll!'.!"'d the gr~et les,B-', 
~:.s-~·:~· · one t,() be learnt i"rom it. · 1·1e satr the·. fUrth~r dleintegr.{\~i·Qn, of··.the Stnt -iiiist l'~ · '' 

l!l'~it11.'.!,-; ·.;. g!111Ei in .. tha Moacow tri.ols. ~d f'o.r ~ 'iii th~·~tt!_S~~1 ~: ~.b~~ ~~flB; t~lB ·.i'!tt!Jo'iotalice ~d'· · .. " 

~
If$( .. '·.-·:. · encou:rageinent of ·~hG mobi-lizati'Qh'·of th., Amer.10P~·.~r~~.cl.(Uis·-. th'91 ~e'al mlli~ 
:<);!.:':.·.' nncy .it displayed 1n buildin&·tlie·C:. :I,o ... ti~ w,;.n.t .ii~ n.n.,9r~i. zn.Uort..ta ·,.;:r:e 1"1th1 ,. 
Hi/:·~- ·ta give the a.n~tr.er~.to nl.l the~'B .. jlri:)~~e~. ~ . ·.::.::: ...... ~.·:.·. · .. .. : · ·· ...... ~ 

~f}: , . . .. On~e og~n the wo~ker~:lf·"va'.the 1e~;i. :·~~'·~~r~~~~~n:·~Ji!l.:~r;;,hnt~on 
~j;:::. . of .the unemplo:ted ·Md forced.·tlle ~X:o~sl~ ~·~ t9 ;~~!/ ~o. the ~r1cnn :•cane·- unity. 
){]i;1c''<, 1 ,. \fl~l1 the • .Mua~a goup,c· The formntion of· t.>e C,I.O •. Pointed t.1e ro".d to ua agnin, to 
'-:jll;" the tllBk of buildin& the rev~lution~ l"'l'V. il) ~>:i~'!-•. . : .... .- . . " . 
;j,:<f,· · · .• . With t:,e·:rormntion o~Jl16 :!11!!'; spiJ'.it~, var~.hish.. We f'elt:·th·t not~"" . 
;:::,·'. . wo~. ~eo+ly .build thB· po.rty; . ·~•. ':f'~.t: ·U!',t. no~~ pe .,.,!11 renlly .g~vo · ~ lloP, "· run, 
¥,.;.•:. · tot et that .f$',1ll0!la convention :1n ~hi·a~.ga;. thor~ we~•· grumbUnga .a;;rdnat 'bWI.~t~«at'l·.ey , .. 
'' · !hmle union report:s >tare'givell·'l'lith nn ey_e tllvar.tt tihe.t oont~ol >r6 IleA. !n ul:ll> or . , · 

~,.,.·,. "imother union·• ·Not lfi'.th·'..t!li>.t• I oee''tbd.V aa nbaolUtoly imperntive - whnt nro tho 
Will{ I .. wi!tera doin&. whnt del!lmda clo tha >IOrkero moke. w. \lera not loolditt!; o.t the l>'Ork>< 
f.'!!'':-,. era to lei\rn frol!l thel4, but rnthe~ we mre wrk!.n& out pooition• for the >10r!:ern, :. 
~r:·': Hottover, we were o:!'f with n l.tnng. .l:ld "hen lnter ve ndoptu<\ the ~r""'ol.t.~u.~ ·~··.,.. .,. 

~f:,z· ... ~n ...... , ... _,. . •.• ,_<::::~:.;:~:~·:r~~ 
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. : And yet e. sho17 period lator, we .went thro.iSJ:i onoth~l:' opli t. · A(,J.:r. 
it W&B a qUestion o! bu.renuorBdf, and the tricks aud UndorJianded deali!JI:O of the 
loaders, I was still lcol:ing_'!o'r' the building of "!' AnlericM rev~~utionary ,-port~'. 
dhliki"': the use of' the old llat•r.is_t Jargon, feeling that the AmeriCM ·,ro1'loer 
doesn1t understand. it. We \1o.nted. to find nm·r words. 

To top it ell, we the present tf.P. \'1ere called pett~'-bourgeoie vhen I·· 
know that I wD.l'lted to help bulld an Americat> ra'\'Olutionary party 1\S I!Rleh no the 
people who wero called proletArians, 

Did I feel good about tha split? No, In the first split I did not 
understand 1'rot&ky1 s inte.,ontion, I wes going to help keep a 1'roteky~st orgon-
1z"i;~on nl.ive, 1ndepeadsnt of tho corl"'lpt S,1{.l'. This time I felt Trotsl::yls in tel'-< 
ventiou more, lllld yet I underotood it less. We would hove to ehot1 r.im, l:ho.t , . .., 
the get'oJral conclusion. 

It's interesting to note thl\t !or one tiho st::o.rtod with the f·~t<>-ites 
where .~he .lll.l-consumi!JI: idea was the blp:l.ding of •n Americe.:n revolutio~· part:; 

'based OD; •r1cr.n events, 11\Y fit"st split was on the .French turn, tho sel))nd was on · 
the Russian question._ Yet I :felt rul the.timo th:\t it """ not into.rnntiolU'J, pol-,· 

;,- itics which 11ould build the Atleriean perty. . · 
t;_~ -

1'be grumbling• of bure!!llerncy ttere not"' sonil ·~· th~a time. but r. 
loud rear. 1'his time, I :felt, \re ,;are going to build a party withe>ut tho )urcau.
crats. We were cold sober. Trot-slc;y said we wEire :patt~bnurgoo1s.~- ,.\~ell, 1.1e 

would show him too, ·w. til.li get into indllotey, become proleteri=s; ·deveiol? our 
~4eas r:S we w~nt ~ong •. N'o,- Me didn1t s·o.y empiricill, but tta.a we io :,U.ong~n ·. -

When'the fight s~nited, Cannon !ought us on our liivoi, .. inoorree>tl;f.• 
When·,!J!rotsky intervened with-his_ •II>Y o:f at_tp.cldng us, ,fnctiollnl lines hod nl-. 
ready bean draw .tight, Lool:ing bnck, it seems ·to. me thr.t Cannon nnd iiia· ~uP,"poliot"·:';''if 
ers conti!l~>ed th,e Bttnck i!l the oJ:<i manner, oriJ.y giving lip service to,1'rl 
method. ll11t most. importan>, wt "·;wore. ·ino<ipable. of "'\&tiering the <>!a T.ll'.n •. 
sai!l.lie 'tw.d i!)tro.duc.ed.tha ,dialectic:· e,s n :re,;!,'hcrl?,ng,'. I .. !:netr notlling _r.b.0ut . ..,.J~~· 

. ect1c, · :!!one .o:f. us r,nnk ~md ·:rilars kriew t\nythi!JI: "bout it. \{e hnd. rii> t>:r..ining 
unde:rstend it, J; was pos!.tive ~Mt. tho apll.t '""' right bUt' t. coUld not undel'o 
stand -wh:f T1•otsicy was ngainat U. "-"d I could not understro.nd hotr .. ho· coUld not see: 
our point of vie>i, tt disturbed me, Wi."th the Ohlerite split, I £.lioug!it that. 
Trotok;y did not understDJ'ld the .American scene. I could soc tho '11uste-i 
American wOrker--tYPes, nround Ua. C'.nd woridered why Trotsl:y -~TNLted us:.' to g0 
corrupt S,l'. I came to the conclusion·. th'\t he didn1 t ·undcrstruld :tin.i.'left 
t~e~e. Eu~ thiS time~ could. not dis~ss his intervent1on so. ensilY • 

. , ' Now this aplit ·is of nn .;.tirel;; Mfferent Mture,' 1hl~ hi\~. been tha: 
hai"deot fight !'lid interestingly enoll41lt. ·tho cviJ,etest. In1.the .pru;t; .if· even· "<v· . 
side• Mde n very goo.d point, one.-fel t e>:io::\1'1"asoed nt the usual 
such thing now, !l!l,le SbachtlllNlitee r.dght ~'tafe ar gur politico.J, . . . 
of them, .. Jlu.t they have to ·nnst10;" ue one ""*"• poli ~1-pn:):ly - for any ?thor >tcy 
ans~'er us sounds shnl.lllW and -•~ nothing, They brwe trie<!- to.·""-'•1rer;.ue in tha · · 
old ·~cy to. whiqh ShacbtQan 1a accuotomd, nn\1- v:lich, ond ns it .. oounds, 1o the .. ;::• 
tradj.tiontu vcy t_hot the Trots!eyUe pnrties conducted fight,!J. ~hoy.finally had·2-: 
to stop, for they t10r~·t.q.tdng to. thecselves, ~he:;r don1t anewor :r.., tl~t~:r can•t.: ._ 

. . :Chis. apiit ··;ln .. = ~hi~•. to tench. :.u,~ it .is aboolutei.' ~ .. ·o;;.~,.cy 
to at.ud)' 1~· enrefully if ""·ore to stop tlratdng up prcgrni:ls f?r tho. ••or!<~r, I~ .. 
stand .if >T& -wnrtt-. n progrnr.t that will. mpke an ~l!lpl\ct on. tho A:cerican oQ~ne, '"' 
must st'l\l't w1 th the worker., .Annl.yze . the AtlericM worke:ra 1 &trlJGE;leo not _tri th,. 
Russian queet~on ·in 'lind. but -)iit)l tl)a .lluusil'll .R~v~lut1on',,f~r bnC>I-~ound. 'We 

,!': .. ,. ~' . .. ... ·'. '• 
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llllllt try to do here toc~a¥. vhst J:.onili 1114 1D his cia¥ for the l!unsiu ....,,.... """' 
al;r•e tho actions, stl'Uj!:glos, deiiiOildu Of tbo .Allier! CAl! worker tods;y ADd £_,010 tbd 
analyt1s evolve a. program. Only in tbe.t va.r will ve bo able to buil4 &ll .AatrlcBII 
l!cvolutionar;y PN"ty, · 

Wo bavo stuck to politics. lfo bw!oauoJ"acy, no acCilsauo,. of: 41,_ 
honesty of leadore, no attempt to apresd rumors about maneuvers. Pol1~1c• from 
fi•s~ to last, I have never boon in a group or ca~s that ~dorstood 1toelf eo 
~ell, Teda.r also, I understand nll I have been lookinG for sinao 19;,4, I ~ 
read Md underattuld what Trt>tsky vas acying in 1940. 

It 1s in this way that tho Johaaonitos wrote OU!' Amerioan roaolution 
and .o.J.l our other resolutions. There """ n mo~hod evolved in the wri ~ing of the 
Jahnsonite resolutions >rhich 1o invnluabl• for the educction of pnrty membera \lho 
61-e serious in their efforts to build P.n Amerienn R,volutionnry ?arty, 

;·.-.. J 

r. ; ~t everybod¥ CI!Jl write n resolution but each of us must be :Dllde to 
; " contribute somethillg, We were lllU!e to loc>k at the smallest signs;· P.ll well ns at 
;,J,.;.··',:.·.'._._'. ?;'::,~e acti11ons,_ """'~, ths wo

1
rkors ·hsMd

1
_ wore taughtfto inditerprthet. !~~~-in ttnlerms 

1
of

1 ~ _ n=xism, e >rere """'" to e!U'Il t · . cportanoe o re". ng e ·~·.men lt1" t_ nga 
·····~ • of our movement and interpret thalli in our dt-,y t.o dey nctivity, A lel)ding memb_er. ~~~\: of the Shachtmanite cnuCus, when Lnboi" Action \orne criticized by us £or its ll".e.'lt 
f<<• · ·of sooi!'list content nnd method(, Msvered: •You wnnt Socialism in tha :P"·Ioer -
~:,?,i)_·;.~,:.·_··.·'.· ... ··• .. ,·_._' , 1trite n.-:· article on Socla.l1sm• l·le cnn la.ugh·nt this, but in one \rr.vr or nnotA.or 
:,;" it ht-,s boon my eXperience thnt thio hos han the trouble >lith tbe proos of ''tho · · 
~r,•:i':f•'·"· Hovement ln ·American articles on socinlis~ 

· ft" 1f;·: hnve 'been ar:~~!e d::!:n!h;o~•:;dl::::hw~f J~~~";.~::h~v:,~ ":~~te~9 na· '~~~·~~·r"-. ,~~!t4 ~~\;''/, ;. ' or 'titudent illld whether , •. ni-o workin,g !.n·'fo.cto:fios ·~ gal.ll£: ~·u ·uclm'ol ··i:od:'.y ;' 
~--::•.--.· .. liiit 'see. tihs nctions of the 'workers in the snme light tbnt tho "unaducntod• ' 
f!S;f!::;~;-.:;:~- 11

rP.vn WrJ:e'rs see them. Therefore it is nbsolutely lleoeacr.ry to_ gO to the '>!O•rkel-1!/:.<·r&i 
. ~-~~i_(~-:.. wh"era:Ver We u.·e~- Md·liste~. to them. hen.r .t~,c :md drntl ther.J out.. Oro.l~r iu th~ .. t' 

~.:flt::? Wey cnn tie learn h~w beat t~ te~~ the:M wlw.t v~ ~ot-r, thn.t is _o~- cethod C;!t' '~:' 
~::,:~~·.s, .p~.-~n1~g the actions. of. ·the. cla·. as a_trugglea, 1.~ .. - J.~.rxism.·- A~v·oth~ "\'lr:cy"·· ... it(_ . 
!):!},':/' · Just· "gull>-benting," -Was this understood by nnyone >th.o pnrticipnteC. in the :fnot.o 
l!";,.f.·,·:.·. · .. i~ns_'whi,oh led to the other two splits? :Oy only one .• Trotn>y ~ tuid l.n hi.s ~-
~-1·.~ .. ·~.-:·;.:.·F .. ·~.·'.~:.· ·, .. '1~~~ ·to Shz\..cht~; nFrom_ A Scratch To Gnngrono, 

11 
he pointed· it out to uc. 

\1';\r. !l'h• importnnce of ths Johnson-Foreet Tendency is t:,.~t a' beginning""" .. 
fg~:rr.: · tlado here to get to the Americn.n·\·torkers in pri-.ctice. through theory. I hr.vo ·UOt · . · 
i:<l:fi->-" seen in the pnst much serious theory nbout the AtloricRil uorkera i>.nci nt the sf..tie·": · .. 
~><· · time' such :praotioi?J. nativity, lie must follow it up, . And to rJ>s>ter 0\"en 1!\'f old · 

~';S:;-.' . mornlist nppron.ch to builcil.ng iut "honest• revolutionnr;y pnrty, this· is the a~ 
,·!Ji'ii :,c · way. ~n nll the old things thnt ~sed to bother me, the "honest• pnrt)', no •buren,.. 

~<ii',:(;:;··· cruey, • 9gett1ng·to the Americnn vorkers, • ho>t to cocbino internntionnl politics' ' 
f)-.;·': and theory >lith building tile Al:lericnn pc.rty, I nr.1 quite clenr~ !l'hnt 1a ·.,h;y this 

,,,i;};, . 2!i!~i;.!!!{:~entWe !..:'~~\!\!:v!h~ll:o:~~·~e[;~d, u~~ ~~~!:·n::.~·=~!";!~~· ~~J;};:' S: BPl,i t in llzy' pRBt, . . . 

i~f;, -Freddt DUtton 

~~'~. ···.;·· 
rc,~·~. ',. 

~g~,:' : .. ,' '' .· .. i\.,-~ -~ ~ ._,).: ,.: · .. ~- . : ·;_·-. : 
ailitJ.Y~·.:..;.~~·.:·::·.~~::·. :::c: 
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A CO:IFEEE!ICE Sl'EECH FRO!! T1iE 'TRA!l!l UN!ON SF.SSION° 

~hrou~;hout -t.o0ay 1s conference there is one steady stream of disou.so-
ion, and that is the CJ.Ueetion of where we lWSt concentrate our efforts - in 
';he union 1t~elf or the factory in daily co::~.tao'!::.. Of ccuree .. we und.erstmd 
that 'oot.h are important! that nel.ther one can exclude the other, lt is not 
a. choice oi one or the other, b'J.t rather wMre ~he emphasis mil.st lie., ·l be
lieve we r.ro.st concentrate on r.ha ~"Ork!:lrs nerl' to us at the poiut of product-
ion· where socialist lceaone can be painted. out directly. I also believe our 
gl'eatest task is in conetB.A~ly- oxplainio.g tha neod of e. re.~],.ut,ioMl'v 'pa.rt:v·to 
the mc::a of wrkere ~ho !!l"e eeAlt;i,'f!C ~ deciRive ;M.d. eomplete ehaDge in their life~ 

It is for the Johosoni te tendency to real.1ze thet this need e.pplieo 
sapscially to the maJority o:f wo:•kine: >romen, ... ho. are not directly 'political' 
and. never will be integrated. entirely into the trade onion movementr but who 
nevertheles8 are deeply concerned with the failings ,ot' model":~. t!!a\-ringeo. 
juve~1le delinquencie~) ·crises o: ware, depressions and e~ecially-infl~~ion 
which affects· their heme-life <iirectly ~ .e.lJ. things cnwied. by Cl>pitalis, 

Lookine: bsck to the JoJo.nsoni te Heeon:version Program, :r accepted theoret
ically a year !llld. a half ~.>g<>, I am amaze:!. ·at the pro:f'and.it:r srul. depth it re-

. presents. Just .how ma.rvelouo our trans! tione.l program is, !.s ~ought ou.t by 
the workers themselYes who are qaestionine:. the wasta of the ·eapite.list!c s;vStem, 
in rela~icnship to the tremcndJJus resourCes :at itS dispose.l., ·and .tJda is as
psr.ial1Y t:ue in America where the loot ®pression is still a v.Lvl.d. memor;r to 
the working olaos. .H +.be head of our transitior.al progr,;. is a alogsn £o:r the 
four hour vorking ~ ifhich re(lUires that we. e:a:pls1n modern illlJi':~,~~1SJl11n a 
complete \ley to our worke1• conta .. ts. In ny 01o1n e:a:perienc.e Ilvf'ft'I;<•1':Nmld. 
workers cynical and. questioning •ocie.liam· ~'ha if,Uckl7 becem• M:.d,..US to di,... 
C".lae e.!ld heg more onr(l this -ooint WM .mAda .'oleEU'.. ' . ... - . :-;: - _, 

. '·' 
. Even e.mone \\9 ·1(Jhn~Oni ~~5 '1 t i!! di:!'!imil t t(! ~alize J!,lst' hw. near t~ 

>rorkers a:-e to our. slogans and l.deet, that· they are alreaey ~ilpt;atilll!' um' sloga:!ls 
in thei:!' own wo~ds. It waa ~,:n te.lkl:ag to ¢ne of the wmen vo:d!:en that I 
li\YI!Olf firat realized. Just how "\Ch the achill\'emen.t of the fo~hour c.q· Wllld 
perm1i U. to' drtvelop inter~ets that ,;;, = 'I:.Bre1Y; ir' at all 0 aquesze in on ~ 
our waekm>d.e if only because we lllUSt writ fm troU>-up to s1l.I>-I!Dw· in fs.r.t."'"!.ee i 
and. offices tod.a;y and. never """ the d.a;yUght ·except on weekend.e;· !hir. S!!l!le i 
worl<er W''nt on s.pologet10All;y to tell ms that she '1mB not a conaiunl,st, bl:lt that • 
(and th1e very hesitantly ·o10rl:1ng !>n a belt makes a psl'Son :redical.. What a 1 
wond.er:t'ul,..,. of explaining our own belief tha~ cs.pite.liem 1taelt :fadice.l1zes 
the worker and prepe.res him to strive .for eocia11st beginnine:o 1: ·. 

·:·.· 

"When \-te were recently given an increase of five i::::era.~q -fli· hou:r~ worke1"s 
while applaudl.ne: when t1de was ennounce1l, simaltaneansly spoke to Mah other, 
about the four increases in ~he price of refrigerators by the ~~. ·!Ehe 
attitude wns: 0 The71ll get that ...:trn nJ.ekel out of us. !he7'U speed-up pro
duction. They don't give ue anyth1118 without gett1118 m-ore baek. 1 · ilor did they · 
think that tho union le,.dership had :lone anyth.tne: tor them, instead they IDW!Ibled 

·about the officers get>,t:ag the raise oaly to raise union dnes the .o:rt.e~117. 

In ~ personal ~>poriments in eontoctinc, I've found that talk of a 
labor party, opposition t.o no-strike ~~ od&e& and i.neuff1o1ent wage inel'oaaos 
eome nowhere noar the entlnu!iaotic· reoponao of advanced ""rkera to .talk of 
chene:1ng tho entire cnpitaliatic syeto~ ~d. 1ntornationo11sm ond what it can 
mean. One woman vho '"" placed next to me ful' a d.a;y ancl 1fhom I llarcil;y knew, 
discussed with me how difficult the wrk .... 1111• As an experiment. 1 sa!: to her 

too a 
. ··' -· ·'· 
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·~he IntornaU~nal' !11'ter just a few words of explanation. When I was hD.lf...,.,. 
t.hrou;>;h, I began to wonder how 1 could retroat gracetull;r for there was no nots -
not even a smile - of encourage.,ont. When I had finished the song, she tu.""ncd to 
""' snd said simpl;r: 'I:f: onl;r that could be true. 1 Then she proeeedad to buy a 
dollar's subscription to •Labor Action.• We spoke about internationalism,'but 1, 
a revolutionar;r socialist, wa• too stunned to ear ver;r much immediatel;r. 

Yorkers aro conu•antly compa.riD& themselves to cattle. As one man :pnt 
it: •Bore 1 go home agai:o - eat, listen to the radio a little, fall asleep, <.nd 
back to work again tho :w>.t· <ioy. Just lik:e a donke;r.• His fr!eJ>i with hillr sa.;rs: 
1Don1 t you mean like an aas1r. 

When I speak of fntig11e to one of the women, she 
you1re tired. What do you. expect. The:t whip your ass.• 
in these cases always me~s tbe capitalist class.) 

ausvero: ~Of course 
(One learns that 0 theJ' 

·~~any women lllllSt 1;ot up at s:oo AM in order to get their children to 
nUrseries and school !n time and- actually do household. chores 'bei"oi-e coming in 
to work. At the end of tho daJ• they lmrr;r home to pick up their children ~-
to !l:!.ve d.!.nr.er cooked i!l ti::e for t!ie :!'e.!ll!l:-.. B~me ·even f:PeQ"': of !eetc~ -~r!:, 
as &. relief and ear they hate to think: o! going home because of all the wrl!: 
waitine, for them there. !rhe;r ask '!'h;r I ohould be tired, a single girl witbo<lt 
the respoiiSibilit;r of child:en. · · · 

From all this it 1$ eas;r to undarstand that 1:10dern marriage• - one 
thi~d of them in the UJ>itad Sta~es ~·end up in the divorce court, not from 
po;vchol>l!lllytical reasons but from the dreilling of all 'energ;r b;r the belt s;rstem 

(' 

' ( ,w· 

·~ ).1;-:. 

wh!ch clouds the :whole li:f:e and persol>alit;r of the workers, not cnl;r during · ··,· 
working hours, b'.l".l e.-en on F:-idaf,. Saturds;y and Sund>W• I am not against ps;reho- ·';,-.~_;.·~.· 
analysis in ita limited place, but our concentration mnst be con<>erned with . ~ 
• .,:..called 0norma11 peopl~ who, given a six months vacation from capitalistic . .::-::~ 
work, would lose all trace c! nazovous:~.ese and· anxiety so prev"lent · tod.s;y'. Wb1J.e, · "~ 
aec;Opi:tn.g Ereud., lleic!l and al~ Qt,b.Sr payohologis'tB :for W~t ,.tl..ey a.r.e \li\):.·~h.· we _ -~--::~4 
au.rcelvea mc.nt not :lCCcpt !Jr,~·,...:~~~r.lrsic :for the w:old.ng clans ~just j!.ai:t .. '· :_:11 
fe.>lgow and nervous tenoio;, :' . .: tho answer for the vaot majority of the capitalist- ,; ·,;1 
oppressed workers. · 1: ... j 

We mnst also remember that when one third of oilr carriages ru•e !'ailing, c.'! 
not to mention the matings that never reach legal status, t.he 'bourgeois status ; ~ 

· . quo on which modern marriage and family l!!a are baeed, is being threatened. ~' -~ 
It io here where we re~olutionlsts must be able to~ teach contacts, e~eciallr ~ 
womez:., that onl;r socialism cnn completely .,.-," efi'ectivel;r renovate thd marriage .l 
eustume which todaf permt eas;r divorce :·or the wealth;( !Wi influential, .' 
dii'ticult)' and expeue for tho ·.rork!.:;, ela.so, 8llli a cypocr!tieal, double, sexual · · :~ 
standard separating men from women art!i'icially, As Lenin eo beautitull;r explained ,,:c~ 
it in his •conversations on ~he Yoll!all Qnestion, • '"' must be able to· show women · · ._?._ · 

the politigal OQDD§Ct1QD betwe~ OUt domp;ds opd their 0~ needa and degiros. 1 
Here ve can also attract women to our IhOVement who ara actually not from the ;..-.:.J 

proletariat, ¥Omen who are alr~ado' awnr• of the. dn•,':lle standar>i holdin,g even in .. 1 
such • scientific' fields as medicine where nurse· , held do_wn financlall;y; often ,. > ,.! 
do n.a responsible work as 'tho male doctor, who nevertheless reca1vea the gren.ter \_ ... ..:·_rJ 
:return; this 1s not even to mention the even greater diff1eu1 ties of the :temale ., ,,:j 
doctor who must :Cight agr.inst all the prejudices instilled w1 thin both the. · ,., 
medical profession and the la;rmen. ~ha socilllist movement CIUst tie up for these ~ 

10 0 
:1 women the meaning o:r our fi~ht for the socialist revolution in relationohip to '" 
.., the special ineqnalities these women have been subJectod to. For we reaUr.e, , . 

. ~~· ·-·. -- ~·. ·-·~-
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l.D:c !:.O r!Dl\~ bou:recoi£; pr·.:fc-i:!;;o::-~;, r.ocj.o1osl~.:~b; a.~ jcU.roi\t·~-!:lts do uv~. '(.hn.t 
only t'IOc.iol~.s;m ..:-.rut 61VE' t!q-.t.;UJ.ty .tor 'hlw .c;exee,. ~o l"'ORlize that the nnt_1(1nal 
n; . ..1tc :1. t~eu:, CJi'l.CtY~t-rne<H'; thfJ dio.l,otOJl\Y bet1.1ecn men nnU t-ror..en. ,iust ru1 ·-it tlCJE'~ 
~ he ~pl! i t.c ,,.,.~<'n Cn.t!'l'll:. c r.: .. d -J e,.,. U9g.ro nnd i·th! tc, voter on Rnd ci v!15. nn . ..: 
!'.-11 •;onduci'·~ r.o ~tepkf~ning t.hc }101-Wt- of the worldug cln.oc in iie oppos1.i.::1on -~ .... 
c.rnltalir,m. Ot.hc:-wlsl', 1-r!!,)· HOUltl tho :ln~ionn.l pc;.J.lcy c::>no:.lnue inrulequ..-"l·~e. l~:
:onJ: st-e.nt ruld ·o·..t";m.:JU•.,d di~·ncc laws? ~:li.;{ th~ ::.tl . .:-qa.;::.:: ' .... · r:;;, .. ~~l1rlod even to 
propert.y owr,ership and richa ncc.-::rdc~. to :;~en n:;.d. wot:~cn ~.u-Lllet• the gu.iae of 
p~1.': t.r·n;'!.1.:st, ~:. prot. c-.:\ it·n .for \,'(l~"-"r..,!:>d. 'r \'(c occi.1li :;·~a n:til ize !.1m.t. conaent t.tJ 
:r-.._"l.l":y and d~.Tcrcc ell t.h~· p:' . .r·t. '-"1 ~-·....c.· p~:.p1& ha.rl:lly :-e:prece!~:c.s f.£tquality cf 
contra.o:o:.,n we undorat.rul"~ tllllt the soc:..al- economic p1·~usures (even if. not: 
c~r.s:.~oue t.o th~ p.1-rt1.dp£Jn'.s) ma:r ·oc completely unequ.nl.. Unlike. the mr~dern 
bourgeois so..;!eloe,taa, \1e k!J.')rl equali~y before .the la'\'T (~he. fla-. .... .ht f;)r cpn-· 
siste"nt divorc-' l2we, h:i~her pi'ofanc;ior.tal ~ts.tus for t·Iomer. in different f'~elds, 
ete.) can a:"fect everyday l!.f.a f:>r '\;he. broad ma~r.eG \'ery little fer n.11 the· 
superstructure is based on a corru.p_t ecooomie sye,ti3rn so tr.a·t douhle rnol'all-ty 
standar-ds are· a .r..ttmYJ:....!!.9.LA...9P.Y.§... .Withi!! t-he ~olahe'7i:k· party ... wo H:'V:e as 
closoly to our future _sccis.list eta.nJ.ru~as· pe:-~p3 as \Japltal~s~ ·i.ndoctriruitl~n 
.perm1ts .. and it is in th!.s pn.rty that mr.y: womc~ will -gtJ.t· 'iil~eii- f:!:rst te.st.e . 
of eq_ualitY .... som.~thint; prec:lcus ir4d0cd;.. 

O±Le -of .:~Ur g;"eat~s t · pr_o l)le.r.s ·:lies. J.:n ,.tiu.~ competi t].on: 'i~·:fr~ a).l .th'Q. 
7B.l'ious hourgcoia a.c.tlvi ties 3-t t-tn.c~ir.g -"~ro:rkera i.& · tl!e·. few. lei.eur.~i 'bOur-1: the~ .. 
are. :'le·ceuae there 'ere so "'Ml' o~he:' ·adUlt; ednclliiioniU andi '""*~aUo~· 'opp.· ·' · · 
Ortu_~i ~ie~ in the averAge .. :tndn:ttri8.li':zed locaii.-tif;S. i·li l-rh~ch· we ~onC~-i~~t:~; : 
lt is .abaolut~ly necesRa.I:f for us t.c• r~se. the political ltr-""el.~i' !lW" .mee.~.i:n.gs, 
fol"UJils ~d. even ~ur s0c1al affair~ b. 'l'~en "tb:o :worke~ can· .!!~e ~.ha~ ~e·_ ~·.:po~ . . _ 

... .;vrup~.~e un ·r»l .eqtial la·:al ;;it!1 -:: . .hc, .. i~t.it.-::.t!c~.;; -~ ·!--~ . .!rl.-tl:-4=~~-d- .be~·"·~-~~!J!tO~d. ,-··._ .. 
to. but ·that .. ,e challoDbe all of tlu pr'e.:;ent "llom·g-ec.-1:~ li'fo'··an:d sJ!Iit ·:t.o.'maktl _ il .. 
radinal chail.-:e l/hi.r.h:. concorr~s eYer:{ ·anpcct. ·:.:?. hi.S life·. .T~· 'dO' th-19· :~cessf'ill.l.J' 
m~.ar~s we nrJ.Rt etr!"'h".i;i'•i!:! .r.oll tic~~ :nollU.'ce_". poli-!;icB ~·ana· ~i!.~?;'A: ~~ ·.ho.~in6 
eect~.r~a..u _e:t:?ut :O~s ·v_::,~ \oro con.eider ~h.~.-~!'!l_et:t:a~~an. :'~ ~(!l'il:~?s.~~~s.:.~a~:._,. · 
i-iarn.s>ts a.etJ.nc .uo .. into "'"''~l::: vs~f!o u1 .Ut\. ~- · &y;n...or :u. l'G. -aoctor.:!';r .. an ana. .. 
otipercilioU.s co.ndeS.c.ensicri W .pt'e69nt OUJ:·~elreS· o_:Uy. sociP.J.l;v ... er.d..~t.;.:.~~ ·the . 
:fact that ;W'J~en cont~tSI 0~·.-.~tghi: nl'.,Uild at>e a.;utiOU.Sl.Y: stri?i~ -f.O..UJ+!~~,'· _:';·:l'~:, 
~·e pnrtx @d.· q_f_ ;"i"'\~~lution.9ry aoclALlsrn. O:u.r. -t~ -91 co ... : <;::.)..> 

llness reust be shown n•;tJ.' a.-1 ~·: · ~1.": ••. ·~ .. ~Ua.li..:.·qn., but aS a natural· base .BrisiXfg ~- , .... _ 
comrades \'lhose ideas, ai&lt> cind a.pple~l'a~~ l;n.s ~ :::'r.lp:i:>esont a.~· o:.t: ·life·.· . . . 

. . . . ·.· • --(.\- ._ • . =-:: ;_;·.: ..... _· 

'!heat~ work~.?rs who a:rc .so r..oE"i- -~o~ ;,1f' ;.lt~Pruiy.'·ir, .. _~he~r.. des~~t1S;: C?ncC 
tp.ey have'gr1!sped \'lha.t He :"epresent,. s;:Ll:t'·;.frit:;_.:.t'o,:" our :Pl;l-Per ~~a~ ·W,:!!e-~·,~x: 
could. ~"hat we understand thoore,OicaHy ,,d.ll ·b~oomo alive.and m~anint:f\J! "'"" 
thP~ will be seen the r;ren~ potan.t~al'!.t-y d ·thE;! t·tarldng c:J.aqs M t!V_en:n~v ~ 't .. 
.strives ~o reveal i tct•lL · · 

In clo~;.ing, 1 bet~ to cive O'ne O.:Xtlf.l..ule 'l:;. !'j_~"';"Ori~-e-a.r _lil!.l'U!I "z l!¢d ai~~F.l 
hoped t.o prcPent to tht! \f .l'. l·la..;or!ty). Thi~ ~lnrtl.c-.llr:!r fil"l h.:"\s ~-'•1·· .t:at.' .. 
subjecr.!ve qua.1iti£ls sciz~d •Jpon as ~he '~bncltWnl"dnE:sc qf tp.o worker~~ ~ -tO·nu 
~cpreso.nts the epitome of ""'l'.a.t ..::ap~·t!\.llE!n can do t:l i'tJ\1.\· ... id~n. L:!.kf:l -:;o ru.."\l\)-~ 
t1tht:r worker;;, sl"..e h;.r hich S(·r.io:o"Hy ~:ttl .i::7 Cldo~ doCt::':oi-u 'a"ra !or·.iWl~\rO\l!:nC=ca, 
a natul'al. corollary. sba i~ s:1y,: di8tt""lln·t.:!\.il 0:!' tlle ·:vd'>~· 1~?-adO~rrl:p· ~~ ~·os · 
fcal'frlt of f":VCii ~~=r>nt.ion!.~ t.J~·~ W(lr"fc. 11 soc\..aJ..t~~Ji ·or 11 coJI'1JIIIlnlD~ 11 uhen: she- WMJ 
first .introduced t() )u.r pnrty E-'1~ p~t.·bnOly "-'•:mlc. no-: !'.ll.\".:." trnsted m~-s.o f~·-·. 
had not rutu~h~!-r contact. ur·t,;c•l her to'. Jl.f~or tr.:.~ .!'ir.ot :."'orJ .. ::o che i!eci118d 'to feel 
more :free a~:.d ncre~d to bcch1 s:Ctt.mdi·::-4]; -~he1 ~inion. moe tines nli:.t ·hail lC.n& ·~ 
glven llp. At. ont..• pl\rtlcu"!nr- r.1eeitil\'; she at.·t"end.od, n ncc;otlatio.ns com;nit.te\:3: wnR . .. .·.. .,\ 
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bein& appointed, The president of the Union had a l1st be had drawn 'O.p, bnt 
ronlo-an&-!ilo mlllilbers were ea,ger to ,..,te !or their own repreeentstives. K;r 
friend seemed to be ignorin& the wholo procednre and I felt dioeour84:1"d. 
However, I took tLo !loor to urgo a discnsnion of negotiation programs rstber 
thaD. the &quabblin& between the various cliques. It vaa st tlli'a point 11\Y 
friend told "" later that abe B!IW red. M~"""hile evel:"ythil!ll; 1m1t l.nto die- .· 
order as officers tried to prove me out of order. fhe eecretary started out 
v!th: 1 Your president hos chosen a list of rour own officers •••• • At thia 
point m;y oontact ohouted at the top of her voice: 1bd mighty poor lerJ.ers 
tba7 are. • ll'or ths next three deys abe waa ont of work - ill and aohamed of 
what she bad done - and 1 t tuok: us e.lmout a month to draw her out again. 
ll'or us Johnsonites, the important thing to remember is thnt thio worker, 
tTPif.via,g the worker tho W.P. Majorit,- think• fUll ot democratic illusions, 
in Qpite of her gttb1eetive pe~sonality reacted militgntlY Whep the Objeptiye 
situation,arose. ' 
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PllllLICA!riONS OF THE JOHNSOl!-FOBEST 'l'E!mE!ICY NOW AVAI~ 

I :. 

Education; Prop"€Blld& and Agitation . . ·· ·. · 
(The Amer1can1z.at1an of llolsheTism) •••••••••••••••••••• lOf! """" 

Resolution on the Negro qUestion •.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 101 011ch 

Issuee of the ;JuJ.let17' ••••.•••••••• ' •••••••• , ••••••••••• , .lOp eMh 

Specio.J. 
#1 
12 

Featturt~a:' 
''llh;r We ll~pe<.r" . 
0llu1ld1ng the Mass llevolutl.onNY Part7 ' 

in tho Mine A:·ea1 

'The llor,ker in J1odern Iniluotcy• 

01•rlcr froc Mcrtin Hnr't"ey- 101 West 46 Street, New York, 19, lioYo 
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•ZDUOATI!fGII !rilE !UU!II 

A number of weeks ago, aa a youth comrade. I attend~d a debate o~ the 
Russian question, between the Majority and Minority positions givon by the 
yo~th group of the W,P. (S,Y.L.) In the course of tho discuosion period, I, 
for t.be first Hmo d•.u-ing my ohort affiliation with the g7oup, asked ""'·ez-e'' 
quostlo~s from the floor, These w•re directed to the speAker for tha Majority, 

At the conelusion of the debate, end the general exod'.lc;s from the 
"building, I vas approa..::hed by tw Majority eomrad.~~Js who beg8I). a .i.igc:u.ssion by 
aaking me about one of the questions I hsd aakod. My question ..,..., "Your 
position on Bussia seems to pose that the economics of the U.S.S.R. sto:.tms from 
the polit1ce. Marx, all the 'WD3' through, ·said that the pQlitieJ comA :fr-o:r: the 
econo:cl.es. Plec.se explain.• The Majority comrades wanted to know: 11\ihere ell 
the >mY thiough does Man: say this?• 

. I vas slightly nervous and inhibited, for here t wa.s, ~nfrcnt~d. by 
two comrades who had been in the movoment for 7Bs:t'l!l. and who had read.· mre rmd. 
discussed mch mere than I wbo hsd only buen in the lllO'Oement for four rnonth!l .• 
Finall7! gave an ana"•e:t-a I said; 1All the r_:. thro~-"of~t ! 173 r~." 
I dia1 t think they were l'artlculnrl;r satisfied or pleased with this &nswe.-, lnlt 
they let tho quest1o:1 go. 

"llh.Y didn1t ;you ask any questions of the MinotH:r:• aeked one, 

ll!acauae,• I ·a!lswe:t-ed, 1I don 1 t have 'V"thing to _ask them.• 

11lo you. hsve & definite position .on Russi,;?~ I '11!1.!1 asked, 

0Yeo,• I anawered. •state capitalism,• 

".he you perfe~tly clear on the pcsitton not .to hnTe t~ .. aek qucstiollJi7.1 . 

1Bo, but clea~ enough to take a position.• 

· "llhat questions would you. ask: them?• 

·~hat,• I aaid, 1 I 1d ask of them, sinco they are <te ones I vant an 
answer from.» 

"RoY, n I was askl!d, 1can you take a definite stand on any position. 
You1ve o~ been in the mOvement ior several months. You_ ~uldn'·t posa,.bly 
be on a high enough poll. tical level to form any opinions. • 

I answered: "I form my opinions on the lovel that I am at the mol!!elit. 
Perhnps they1 d change later on. That remains to be seen, but ons cannot be · 
passive in thea~ questions. One must take a stand, Passivity immediately 
affilinteo one with the Majority.• 

1You,• he said, "h&ve no right, I 1 m not speakiug of democratic ri~ht, 
! .:wa&.u mox·al-i"1ght,- to iorm aey opiilions. Your moral self ought to ravolt, you 
ought to feel lmmili ty at forming an opinion at the lovel yo11 o.~e. How mo.ioh 
havo you read up until now?• 

•Well, • I ansWered, •maybe not as muo. as you hnve, X 've r~ad 1!fhe 
O~mmunist Manifesto,' 1Wege, Labor and Capital,' 'Value, Price and Profit,• 
'Anti-Duhr1ng1 ••• • 
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Bero he interjee~ed, 0I 1ll bet you.d1&n1 t uaderotand 1Anti-Duhrlng.'" 

'Perhaps not co~letely, 1 I eaid. 

•not at all, • h• said. 

I replied, •t did so.• 

'I'll ae!c ;you some questions from it, 1 he se.id, trying t.o fl'ighten ""'· 

1 Go right ahead, ' I said. 

111he.t ere the lawo of the dialactie!1 

!he firat one I mentionod WBS •!he interpenetration ot oppo•ites.• 

. 1llzplain it, 1 hs said, 

0All right, 1 I began. 1 We lun"e & llagnet, it hae a north pole an'' & 

I!IOU.th pole.. !base are op-J?Osi tee,· they are irreconcilably opposed to one a.nothli:r, 
ret they cannot be separated from each other, The interpenetration ~f opposite•. 
Or, to take a sociological ex&mple. Within capitalism .the seed of soo1aliem 
~u• 1at;o being bacaa.:;e of tho inherent contra.diot1wna in .::a.p11;alir;t HOG1-et7 .. 
!he 1~terpenetrat1on of opPosites.• 

'!hose· are examples,• he said,. "I want a definition.• 

I """ ol1glitly t.ak:'en back, but I answered, 0!wo diMetrically opposed 
forooa are contained withln the same framework:. !hey CWli!Dt be aeplll'ahd. !h6 
interpenetration of opposites.• 

iiYou _are ve&ue and incoherent;" he said. 

"What is your def1n1tionT• I aak:ed, 

•I ·won't B:lsWer thnt notr," he ·said, I was sorry I didn't """"" him 
to~ an -answer of tho questiri:l,. blit he ~ient on, "wha·t1s yoUr ·definitiOn of' 
private property?" 

"Well,n- I sAid, _•I can 1t quote exactly from Ma:rz, so don1t hold me to· it.,'' 

"I will, 11 WnE hio MEWer. 

I went On, 110.Ko Hold me to it, ·but private property S:s I U!iderste.nd. 
it is 'the ability of one class, t.he bourc;cois1e, to appropri·ate :the labor of 
another class, the proloterh•t. • · 

01ihat1 e your definition?" I ask:tid. 

"I· don' .t 1<r.nt to got into a political .U.gcuss1on with ~. ~ he sDid, 
•! o~y =:t to cha~: ~ou th::.t :;cu. dcn1 t h...""To r...-v ==;:..\ r!t;ht to 'taka- 8Jli' p0a
it1ona beeense of your low political level. You ahould feel a sense of hnm111~y. 
Your innor-oolf should revolt ngainst you oven thi~ng of taking a position." 
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. !hen I sn.id~ 11It seems obvioug to me, a1llCe you raf'D.ge tc answer lilY 
questions that you0re not tryi~g to ed~stP. mo, ~• rather you1re trying to 
oontuee and Intimidate me" Therefore I do not wish to dioOll.ll& wlth 7DU 
llli7"'0re. • YHh th.h r walked a~. 

A ohort while tater r. oTez·heard Seln. dio!OW!sill8 with 'his aamo per•on. 
I was .....,ed to heer to what a lew level his argumctB had dege:>.8'>'nted. He said., 
'If a two-yes: old eamo 1nto the par~y. would yoU consider that his political 
level was high eno~h ttb toke BJJ.Y' poaiti~.tll 

Selma ret.ort-!'d., lt!f a 1.wc-yeo.r old is intelligent snou,gh to Jo1n t.h.e 
par·t;y ~ he is a.ble 'o.o take a. f/.lsi t1ttn on IJ!lY qu.6stion there is.~ 

- Zob 

.. -.-~~-o->o-c• o-~- fil- .-.,-.-.-.... 0- o.,. ,- .-.•• o•• o- o ... o-0- ......... ,..;. .. -~~-~--D ........ •· O•o•o• o•o 

...... o- ~- .,-o- • ..: .-.- .-.-.- •'"" .-.-o• .-·.-~-.-o -·,-o;..O: .. ~"" o•~.,- ... ,-o_o..,c•o-o-~o•o- •coo . 

._-"·• .-.-~-.- .-,- .,-_ ...... -~- •. _.;. .- •-o.-cr-o•o ... ~ o-l:.•o•-o•o .. o• r,-7• o•~-...· • .:.,.o-!~o-d-o~o- o•o 
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w.i0R A1lD SOCT.ET~ •• • •••••• :By J'recidie l'o,.eet 

Contenbl 

A. L.abor and Socioty 
"1• 'fhe Concept. ,·:!,' I•aba:l' 
.2. 'fb• Concept ~f P""per~y 

:a. Role ot L8bor in a Wo~l:erR 0 S'ta._te 

C; · The !l'rade Uni or. a and the m 

·D. !he Interoational Markot 
and the Isol.Ated State 
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WHO li!LL LFAD WHOM WHERE? 

The Inter:::tat1onal Movement !.s toda;v in a state o! ferment. All. 
aectione are engroseed in & discussion of sll problem: of' the 1nt~~t1onal 
proletai•iat today. Differences exist on Ill8.ey' questions, some small, t'Ome 
large, and grouple'e. :e.ctioru B!ld tendenciec m:ict t::.roughout the Inte!lnation
el Movement embodyi1.1.g: these differences. Today 1 s discussion and the nature of 
the ciifferencee are indic~tive not of a "normal• diseussiou which is custolfi..o 
ary in the life of the revol~tionar,y :ovement, but rather of videsp?ead eon
:Cusion and doubts 0::1 question£ of political poli.cy extending ·to the most 
fundamental theo:-etice.t :-oot.s of Trotskyism. 

Re have saiC that the cseential cleavage in our movement is on the 
evalt'!.ation of the present epoch P.JJ.d our !'1.rst concern. therefore, is ...:tth 
the struggle for a revolutionarJ perspective against the retrogress1on1sta 
Cllld those deluded people who mal::c program:lB.tic concessions to them. We have 
our own positions but we ~ve drawn the =onclueion th&t ffe can help to restore 
the political authority of the leadership of the mo~ement.and assist in the 
disciplini~ o£ the "centri~J~ol forces• by support of the revOlutio~~
Eolchevik ~Jcr~ty. 

The confusioniste oppose to this the idea of blocs within the 
movement on limited ~eetions. Pushed vigorously.by the Workers Party, some 
support is being gotten for a bloc. on tho queetion of defeatism in !nsoia or 
en ~he question of "regicie.n 

lfe have already demanstra.ted hOw blocs of tbie kind reveal o. total 
lo.cl:: of Concern with basic theoretical questions.. An .. va~ mp.de e:tl!le.r b;1. 
!rrotsky in bie "-~alys1s of' the Minority bloc of' 1940 in the Social!st 
Workers Party, there is a terrible danger when principled qllestions are 
sacrificed for any a&r<-e:nent that. will lead tc Orl;anizatior..al victol.'Y. 

~e oonae'l.uenc~:~c.· -:1f ~ur.h light'"':"t:d.nded troat:'jlent of the· th..~t1=1 
prou-ram of Mar%ism arc not, of couroe, confined to the field of' theor,r and 
•abstract• .politics. ·The s•ed of UDJ'"l.nr.ipled bloc bear• immedtate -
and bitt., - fruit in oll ephereo of pol1 tics and organization. 

To propose ·seriously a bloc of all defenti sts in ihe CODC1.'ete 
ch•cwnstencos of today ia to propooe a r.truggl<> for t!::• l•adership ot the 
InternationeJ. f.lovellento Othenrise it becomes no~ a carious bloc ·an a 
serious quaotion but a proposal f'or a debate in the inanner ot a college 
debating society. llut should such a bloc no Shachtman proposes .ge!u a 
ma.jori ty ·it would have to provide tho :·10vemont >ri th leadership on AU, 
questions, not merely on lblsoian dof'eat!sm. In other words azcyone wha 
wiohea to· e:z:andne seriously a bloc on J111Z question mil concern hinlaelf w1 th 
the general theoro~ical and progrB!DIIIatic Character Of the bloc. 

Let us ~nine co~orotely the choracter of St.~htrnan's bloc in tho 
evant of n defentiot victory in tho rnovo,o:'lt. It ,.7,ll<! !U>,-,e the leadership 
of. th.e Inte:o-..ut!or.rJ ~-:nve:-1~~11t :m itr. hands. ~:i.~'!:oe \·tou!i tno moveusnt stnnd 
,,::, -:.:! such a. lentt~:.·r::.:r .. '-:r-7 l ~ vo-..~r. b~ fneC'-i t:i th nll ~he problem:~ of ths 
>JOl·ld "orldng cless • 

. It would be faced >ti th the problem of' Stalinism. What kind of' 
londorohip "ould the leadors tivo on thio quentionf Stolinophobiaf A pro
Sto.lin!ot oriontation? Thet tho Stali::list parties nre total1t~l~ partleaf 
'l'hR t7"rltHt.i.onnl Mti-Stolinict cotuoco o!" our movement? A new pon1t1onf · 
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~ ca~ tell? On thi~ ~he~e ic ~o need for agreement on Shnchtman'a line 
in Shachtman1 s bloc, kJ;? :'lajc~ity wuld be ontiroly acci.de:'ltal. An~ it l.s 
entirely possible that thore trould be no majority. Rosul.t: llo lead.erehl.p 
vrhatevar. At 'best. c:onstll!lt ce>mpl•omree and conc:!.lio.tion of irreconcila'ble 
points of 'View. 

It wo•J.ld be bene t<i th the problem of the cvaluntion of this po•t
tm.~ period, Where would the lee.dershlp stand? l!etroe:ressioniotT liovolut1on
a-ry perspectives! Something in between? Does :uzyone knov7 Do!)a g.n,y pr(,_ 
ponent of such a bloc eYen find i ~ necestJary to look for an nnmrer1 Aga.tn. 
any position on this basi~J question- and on the host of concl'ete qtteotioni\ 
which now from it - would be either a.ccidental, empirical, con,Junctu.ral -
or no~existent. 

The same could be =epeated 'for the nature at the R'!lcoio.n state a:n.d. 
othar greater and lesser questions. On all these qut!!ltiono t~ bloe would not 
and could not have -·thl:>g to .,..,.. The result I ll'or the Bake of s. ts.ctical
organlzs.tional 'Victory, tr.e movement will find itself i.n this stor"'Y porl~d, 
beheaded, without effective leadership, operating ;!'rom day to ~ a~ bust it 
oan~ SUC!h iR the inevi'ta.ble fat~ of those who~ hftvi!l£ P..b~nd.onacl _thl!l mef;hl)d 
of Karxism, having substituted for fundamental 'theorsticol annlysis concern 
with dq to ~11vlcto~ies• and "defeats, • scurry aro\Uld ·to collect the .mal-
contents, the ignorant and the confa.sed, · operatiDg on only one •pr1Jicipls~ ~ -.)_ 
tho principle of the largoct numper. · 

Ono needs only to project the proposed bloc into tha not-ao-<listant 
:f'uture. The sight should .make Wl recoil and redouble our of!'orts to reoto're 
to the move.me:~t ita old concern with theory and with basic principles. llhen 
such concern b~co~s the universally accepted norm we will· no lon&et hBvC to 
fear the attempts of political adventurers to round Up lillY sort of.misb-ms.sh 
and label it e. 'princip],ed bloc. n · 

· . - Martin l!al'Vey 

···~~~··············"'·*••• .. **"'*~···1)1···········*~"'·***111*•••,>~~••···········~~~·····•** • ""•••···········*··········· ............................ *.*••••~Ct•··········•* '* . . - . . 
•• •• •• 
• • • • • • • • •· • • • • • 

Ye publish ,. Part Il ~:r this ieouo, our in~roduotl.on to 
tbrGe o:r Ms.rzl s E~onomi"e=Philog_g;·:liQ EQGMB which wo ha.ve 
translated into English.· Tt~ •••~• are: 

J.. Alienated Labor 
2. Private Property And Commuhism 
3. Critique of the Hegelian. Dialootfe 

• • • • • • • • • .. • • • • 
• • • • •• These t~e.nalatio:>s will aoon be availa.bb. Copl.es csn 'be 

• • ordered f!'om: Martin Harvey - 101 11" :+6 St, - !lew York 19, !l, Y, ... 
• • 
,. >t ._., "t ..................... $ • ••••• $$$******••••••AI*Iilll•·--···•.t.>i' .. ,..!f ~ ............ >f!~l'l"~*· • 
.. ,.. .... .................. ,. .............................................. ~$$tll!'- ... lt.~ .. ,.. •••••••••. 
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IMIIODtiC!lOll 

The threo eosays here presented have been selected and translated. 
!rom the eeonomic-philooophieal J:llltluoe,ripto written by !!a= in 1844 and eol
locted in the l·m-Engelo GocMtauagnbe, l!d. 1, Abt. J, I!erlin, l9JZ. 

We do not pu'blith th~n('l tr~mnlA.t1onv. n1.1 erehiveF.I. 
They are fo:r Z~Ore alive tocl.ny than wher. they "'"{·f'c written. 
selection in this ~odoct for~ bucnaee vc r~e deterMined ~o 
the vast conspir.acy o! atlenco whir.h. surround~ the~. 

F..,. from it. 
Yo pnblish a 

1lrellk thrOU&h 

I·!Bl'X in his atudont yenre had castered the He.::;cl.ian philos~. 
Rere we see the i'irot !ruite of his atudica of r-olitical econoii\Y. It 'us.a 
n"t only Hee;el vhom M&-x stood 011 his head. He at once ;>ut his fill,!;er on 
the philosophical ""alclesa u! the cl11osicnl school of econolliots - their 
liu~ted and superficial concept o! private property. 

~ha eBBS~" on alienated labor ehowe Man: maldog hie philosophic 
concepts concrete, in the relation between vage labor and-capital in the 
proceea of prodnction, Yith an nmazine certainty and confidence ho drives 
home what. io essentiall:r new in his discoveries. What d1et1118Uishes him !rom 
Smith and Bicardo·is that he understands private property >rhereas they do not. 
Only his own vords ll!llat speak for him.. • 

. •w e .hi.vo, indeed,. obtained the' concept of estrtm&ed labor (of .. 
ostraoged life) from political economy aa the resolt.o! the movoment·of 
private property. Eut in anal;vziilg this concept, it is revealed that -even· 
i:f priVate prnperty ,appeRr'e .e.~ the .basis, a! the c::.'.!ee. of ectrn:gcd. la.bor, 
it is rather a consequence of it• In the same """; the Gods are not origin
ally the canse but the effect of human coni'uainn in underotend1og. L"ter 
this relation.ehip becomes interchanged, • 

!hero he broke once lllld. for all 1d th the claosical economists, His 
problem, the l!arxian FJ>blem, became the analysis of the labor process. As 
he SSI"S triW!Iphantly,'(._"For :rllen man speaks of pri,vate :nropert;;, he believes 
.he has onl~ to deal with_a fact ou~side man. Where mc.n F.ipeaks of lalx>r, he 
hao to deal d.irectl;r with ma..,, · !thie new :po•'·"€ of th~ question alrea!.y 
includes lts re~olution.~ • 

henty:.;rS!Ira later ll8rx was to begin Capital, by sSI"i~~g that the 
pivot of the Ullderstandiog of political econoey """ the !act that, like 
commodities in general, laoor itself poese3sed a two-fold nature, abstract 
labor and concrete labor, Re.re, in !81.4, alre~, he had not 0»17 iaolated 
laoor !rom property. He was seekiog the contradiction in labor i taelf. !rhe 
vorker was dominated by the objective results .of his labor. It baoeme the 
private property of someone other than the laborer. Why? Man: leapt 
generati01!@ ahead vi th )l1e lllliJWer, . It was because the vor,r-t1}ie ·or laoor 
activity th&t" ·tne modern worker carried out was of such a ldnd that \ho 
appropriation of the resul~ by others. ~'Bs inevit,-ole. Smith and llicardo 
took the activity for granted. :md dealt only ... :;h the ree•Jlts of the act.tvity, 
Marx olaimed that in the aeti vi ty itself the result was already contaiuei. 
!!!he e.bct~llCt labor of Onpit!!l ia the labor fer value prodnction, !he 
concrete labor ie the production or. use-values. Velue could onl;; taka ood1l7 
form in -'Use-value but value dominated, When use-values dominated wo wuld 
have a new society. llan;y lllu-ld.sta etill eea the domination of uee-val'll&l in 
a mere llllllti tude o! use-values .,tor ooni!Uillption, !hey are unaware that thq 
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al'f' r.mrel:r· rt~:lt~r-.t1tlt; t:~~ .. !r::.~-1~" o:.~ Hicurdo on l\ hiehPr t~r.c~:~~ ~'·--:1'"·~·-i;!~·,,t~.~; 
recttltr ;for ncti\'i!.y. Thr: Dtt1m" .. Hn.tion o'! usa-Ynltlc f.o::- 4.~c..l,tc> r:rJ.n*~ tr)_:(' 
pl!lce 1n lRl1or Hnclf. Hht•rt", luvtcr en:-•itn11sm, t!u.~ ln~o:-er Pn·: ...... a.1.:~oc n.t 
hif4 c"lnt:Ul-'r,!ti.o:-t, a ;w•r ~Or.if't;· d.cll..'l..Lclfl thut the ur.e--\"nlun of 1t.~::or t-:-.~~,~1.;" 
becor•a th•~ d.o:Ji:lMt ;"o:r;:l i<l -.,:-•o.i.t'.·:·; :Jry!."\ - th9 !'ull dn\"t'l.O;)r.le:"lt of' -r.~1 <' lrt!.ct·c~·: f 
nni;urnl ta-..d nc:q·.litc-H\. }'OHcr:-.- '}he- ln".l~rF~r must 'bseonc IL :f"'.il.l;·- c1l:Yf., c· ,('.::.. 
intUvit,_unL !raaclon ir. r·n (•cono:'lio ncct!~Aity a.'1.il pr-'l~t;-u·!n."1. d.c:Joc.t·r•c:· r .. "l 
ccono:lic c;-:.trr:o:-;·, ' ... ' !. · h. n'l ,_0.'1f_;P.~· <'- th.eorct!.cr--1 rlro1Jlc·l~ 'r1'')1:, nn~-> 4·:,,~ 
of th,. •.·orl1i to ~.- c n~/)·.':O, ' .. 0:n;· :;:ll~ :"r•.cP.c onE' -,;ro!:>lc> .. 1 - i:"lc::r,\'\f>cri ;J:'C.·· 

llnetiYit:·. Tli<: :r·.L'.r,::-r. o·" ~·~01~1\r."'"~!.o:ln f'.l'0 ht>l;:::lfHH' l>c!"Ol'(' ~ t, ro\\-:-r~1 ;l,p!\ 

rovoltr l~:~~!:tr.~ t'w VF!";· c~,;-..:"~ ':~.~,;·,r: o-::' 1.n.'l:.Or.o :::Xecpt b:J t,,~.~ ~u~cf'~ o:~ :.!P!l 
r£'lco.aeci !'ror1 cn:~l trJ.!n4. ;;J=o•:.~,,·t.~fl~!, t!to::e i~ .no r,r;l·.ltion to t h•· t":r.r;n,;:ll c 
and nocinl c:-iHiL AJ."! t:!c .. ~-::_1f!-,lte.t!.onc e:!c'l. ::10nninc nbott"; T-.::11"1:-.et"! !:.!-~ 
b&in.e r" Zi.(·t·J r:\Cn.."lt: Q-:: c._.,JJj :-u~ \ :.~c t:-1e \-tOr!::cr-o have no meu::-Snt_, t:c."i' t-:11; ,<\· • .•!:.u 
grMp t;·1':' ~~wc:u:c o:' :1,v::1 f1 r Q:ic2. ic:en~ of ~rhic:b h!.n ?hilo&!)ph,~.~ n::1;: 

ccr..no:ilr:r r;.·.,. o. 1:.· r·. c~·,-.-.r~~-t.'.1='.',.._ :-,;-,J't, 

~c:i!.:: o:~ ;.1·1 .. .-o.lc1';1 :.~,;a ~~~~tt t:·J.!•. to i",o lrvrt o.nci. ·;.;.tl~-Y:,tf: t_:,:-:.."~~;:~li:n~ 
He took just t~1l~ n.ncl --..-.~.de it. ::-cY'>.\U:t!n:"ln-:-;.-· :po~~iey f>:>r t!1c i.!l.BA<'!8- ?.~ c~·alC. 
lead the Octoi:le:: !lt!VOt"'.ltion ·Jecau.ac he i'U\-1 t!-..ie mobili;mt!.o·a a~· Oi~-~,.r.·~n<h'i 
hw:l::l.:li ty RS the onl~· o;;o:!.n.t1t>n til the crisis. !n Can Tho Bolp;l~~o:·.t~·.:r~_jl-:.·h ... ~;J. · 
Stn.te ?o\lel" (o..'l.d ~~:u-on:tc:;!n,; (lr..+.nr:ttl•o..,:le;) ;,_e s!lid o:pf1~~.7 to li!~l::!.o!Lc ~1hat 
l·iarx -was 11Ti tine in tlUJ ct:Hl:t i:-t lO:t:J~: 

ll!(lhe mo"t im .. ~ortn..'lt t:U!;c; it ttJ inspire the opprcr.r;:e~ .::md. t~1e to~:. "!:~AI'i 
\oJi th confidence· 'Ln t:actr o;-1:1 ntrenGth, 1 tO nhO\·t them 1::1 l'ruct'!.oe tix.t t:.:te!~ CM 
and mu.at themselves nndortsl-:c D go""rec~, stric~ly or-derly- Ntd cr£;a:l.t:wd 
iliet:-1'b1ltion o! br-~a"., food, niH:, clot:U:-~&, d\f0111:ugs, sd r.o f~Jri?::., 1.n. 
th<J--inte:oeqt!'l of tthe .. ,oc.r. Fithout 1;Irls, Russia~ be snv~d ~!'"nu1 =ollapae 
and r1li:a.; \llmreRa e>.n ho·.ler.;t. CC\\rr.'.l;cous anr~ ttni-vorsal·mave to, l.ta.i-.~l. ~,.~$I' t~e 
adminiet.rc~t.Lvu t•j tl1e !)rolutu.r!~:Jlc; ~..:lt r.c:-:-!-':i.Jrolet::....-!e.n~ ~!ill !!.2'~'-~r·~ 1:'1~\ 
nnprecede~'ltGd. ravol·J.t1"!1\."U'Y ~nJ;!!J.o1.n.on1 ru:crme the lilt19f!e&, will a;c, :1UlT;i!Jly 
th"-' -foref3a ~~ thr- _:~n-·le 5.:l coc:f::nt~inr: t:--.ci:: :::if:•:i·:i.co. ~h • ._\. de::- t,jmt :-·+~3.:-.:l 
j•~r:>ssiblr t-o rnr 01::

1 
r.!\!';'C\··. ~ar~;:;-1.cr:-:-;~!c fo:r-::en td-11 b\"co;.1!1 _.1rri-:.ti~.~. ,; · 

:for th.s for-cr:r. o·· L_. ~·-· ·t:\ ·.~·:-:~:· N: .. 1 .. ttl:'.!o;~c o! t:te :--~:.-.'!· C•!: • '1 1~::1 t: 1r1; -~~.!Lls 
wQrk for themf!.slvl]r. ·--~· ·.-1'-- ;_._.;·'•:~ ~:1.e ,(:1!.),, f.ot<.the cn.~it . .,J.lnt, thr.· .tr·o:.t(·~~ 

tho offio~sl"" 

~hia wno not c:.~ co1~ ,"l-.~to!1mrUs. T~n \~·as t;·111 r£J_vvl~4,;io:.l it-uC!l:;'. 
Lenin c'latin'.l~n "1 t-·~~,·-~"'~ ;;. · 1: ... ·\r.~ 

~~~ then 8~1/'.l t ~-:e bO C\ble to ROO wbnt 'J.ntr, })ed, forcer.J of :'r'nit/ :lCO 

are latent in t~1e peor-le: only t~e:1 vill \or~t ==:nt;elll CP.lls ! 'tn':.a:'lt ~"~lo.1 'l.:m; 
be mde o.p:Jnront~ o~\ly -l:.la~n c> .. ..,ll •.-.'0 fi:'lC tha:~ for ev-er:;.· ton t!':.CY~isa.··y~. Oi:)~n or 
concealed o:tnmlcs o-t tho l>O\te!' o.r t~1P. vtl'l"~":int:; class, 1·•ho r.l&d.fo!Jt thet:Jaclvee 
oither by notion orb~· :pr.nsivc :ocr 4 · ;.-.. ~1ce, n ~lllon 11ew figh;~rs ~-1:1.11 a!"iee, 
who until tlian !md been -politicA.,.~. ·.'i:-::1r.nt., lMguishin:: in pova:-t~- r\1.l!i 
despair, havi:.1g ~ost f&ith !.n thel!.'lcl"":os 1\8 h1UJa,"l "Jeingc, in tho!.:: right -to 
live, in the pouulbil1ty that ·iihD;r t.oo :-:1i,sht be servod bj· the r;h.-,lt" fvrce o~ 
the mocl.ern centrnl!.zed ntHtit:' and t:'l,g,t th~ir d.eta:h.:nn~.,.o;~ ·J~ urolcte:~~nn ::rl.lh~ie. 
misht be :1\1.!.~ tirur.tl:lf: :-t:.\•.'. o..-.~"ted u·,on· to tcl:e nE!J't : . .a the !Tiu-1ncU.P.te, direo(';t, 
dey--to-dn;·f ' .. "·)=:: IJ::' L',( .'.1:.} ·~t: .. ~,~ .. ' ')!"\ f}_~ t>_,~ r,',;:·-~~ ~II • 

The o:t:!.;; sloca:·t 11-: r:on.!1 fi "! ~ tr:. c;;;-2.-,resr- it un.s, 1'~:u::1--:en"' Control 
or Production11 but ,.:r;.t h~ :.10:-.. '"'lt "".:<t t:b!>.t \le~ !'...!l un~~ilinc fJf creat!.Vt.l filJ'~~E 
imbedded in tha senses oi r.i(>dern r.tM srl implanted there by tbf.l pl''Jtlx~c~ivc 
forcce and the Froduottve ~roc~s~. Lenin1 o concept a~ the party 1 his 
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1ns1stencA on a rigid discipline, de~cratic centralism. more than ever 
neceAsary today, cannot be for. a sil:lgle lllOment eeparated from J.ial'x1 s economio
philoeophic concept o:f the destiny of the modern proletariat. 

That 1s what Marx began with. His philosoplzy was a ph1losoplzy of · 
the nctivity of :ran, of IllGJl a.s active in ·the labor process. The free_ 
individual was he whose labor by its very nature ensured his freedot!, I£' 
he was not freCi in his labor he could not bo tree in a.tJJr sense. L~Jnin g!:'BRfJCd. 
this not "" theory but as practice. !M Mensheviks in 1917 eaw vhat he sav 
but trembled tcr say that the only :forces which could save the ~>Ountry ,..s 
the •latent socialism,• the suppressed capacities of the masses. Todny~ the 
Stalinists have carried the :lenshevik mlitice to a stage further. That they 
are toolo of the Kremlin and therefore: >ppoee the proletarian ravolution is 
true, but as with so lliUCh ~ha.t is tl'UE. ~• only a form of appearance. In 
esrsence, t8rri!ied at the crisis around them and incapable of pla.cint; the 
solution of all economi.c and political problems upon the pavers of the '~rkers , 
they P~e th9reb;y driver. to olin;: to the Kremlin with its established state 
11114. Us established arnw and its established. apparatus of power. That. it 
is· the creative power of millions of men which alone can aolve. the problems 
of mdern society 1s uot only a philosophical conc.,Pt. It is the very ruin 
of society ·which makes it o. revolutionnry reality: 

The proletariat does not make the revolu.t1on BIId then v.ai t :to,. some 
0plan11 to create a ne\'; type of acono~. .l~o think in those terms is to make 
a divoreo bet_ween er.onomics and politics the repudiation of which was the 
mid-wife of ·Marxism. The dif'f'eronee between the prolettu'ian revolution 
~d all others is that· the revolution iteal£' releases the new economic forces, 
the creative power of the people, the greatest produetive·foree history has 
lclom1. !he beg!.::u::dng. middle ami o:1d Of Ma....-x1 s scientific analyeis ot oa.p
itBlist econont is the conflict between dead capital and lhing lo.bor. On 
thia b.a.nt;-s the :fall.i.ng. rate of profit, the ind11stri.Bl reserve r: rrw · !.1\d the 
revolution, W1thout·thiP, one falls into the tro.p.o£' market eeon"~cs, 
Wldercoi1S1llllptionism and ultimately, thO deepest confusion as to the ••ole of· · 
the pnrty. The Meilsheviks trembled in 1917 because, among other reMous;they 
could see neither thA economic nor the mili tar;y forces which co,lld de'celop ,
end protect .llu.seia after the socialist revolution. :teniu did not tremble 
beCSliSe he saY that the cocialist rovolut!.on in ruined l!uoda W!UI the creator 
of i'orces. undreamt or· by the bourgeoisie. Thus the most ·prof'o\Uld. philosophical 
and abstract theories of ~~x became the moet practical concrete r~volution8r,1 
policy. · 

Even the bourgeoisie can babble about the crenti ve powers of atomic 
energy. llsrx1sm is concernod first and foremost w1 th the creative powers of 
the masses. That ie not Har:d.an polities and sociology_ and philosophy. 
It is Mer::d.an eeonomice. The. degeneration of the Russian Revolution has 
obscuzod this truth. The-revolutionary regeneration of the world proletariat 
will make the f'ouodation of every aspect of modern life and thollght. Without 
it thero is no escape from i>arbsrism. 

Priyn,1; e Property And Qommuninm · 

Row deeply ingrained was this conception 1n Marx's thonght io 
Prevcd 1r.r that :a;tarp!ac; at snoial philoaopby, the: es&ey uu £r1Vniip 
Pzooparty ond Con!!!Jnnlem. 

~or Marx, privata proporty was ths material ·expression of that 
wealth which alienated men from human living. Ita movement 1; production 
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and consumption. Relition, fami~·, state, law. morals, science, Rrt. follow 
the 11 IOOvemei!.tq of' producticn :--x·~ oousum.ption. In a ~oci~ty '\o!hera private 
property is transcer.d.ed~ rel·:t.i":~ • .fnmily, -etete. law, :norMa, dissolve in 
the co:oporo.te life of' t':'lo co;ili:tl..-.1 t.~-. 

:)uc:. i\al6.<::!l-?!l.'~a1 q11~~.t:.ons liloO.l"X never S6ll0rnteC. froc..b1s a.n.o.ly'sis 
<Jf cu:>i tL.i.st ·or~i-·.ctio::.. TX:L' the qt:.r.-stion t'f the :f\\I:Iil,y And the relatbno 
iJ~t·;teEm the scXos. In :·J.!:'. c;~::1to:r o~ 11 Machi:le!":P ruld 1·~0d9r:l I:ldustr-i11 lO~, 
V<JlUIO.e I. yx:.ge .5J6), ho r.Zi't'-2.', ~l:nos": lr, pags!.~, n super·;) "...:.tal·1pl~ of' his metl'..::d. 

a::owe7er terr3.ble. ~.rt. d!.c.o:,sting the diasolt:.tior.., under t~e ca¢ talist 
s;tste::n, of the old. !a:nil.• tics r..ay appear, n£J7e:-theless, :r.odern. 1ndU9~1'Y'. by 
a<J&ignl:r.e; as ~ .. t .ioes B.!l ir.:_:.!t:-t;1..::~ part in th~ process of production, ':l~toide 
the <io~estic sp~-:.cre, ~;-:: ~-o•.:-n, to yo".lllg persons, sr.d tv children '?f 'hr.-':>. 
'lexes, eres.tes e. neli eoonc.:.:ical f'o,JllL.-.tio_n i'o~ a high.er f'orm of tho !. ,1J,y 
and. o~ the relatil)ns 'bet\'.'ecn the sexes. It is, of course, juet as a~~· .. ::a to 
holci "the Teu.tonic-Chri.::ti:ln ~o:'c of 'th·J ;!-t<"!li~v to ·::.e ab£>oJ.ute 8!1.d :C!r.a.'!. n.r. it 
'\I.'OU.:.·:l be to apply t~:c:.~ c;-JU·.:~:tel• t.o th-:>. s!lc!~n~ Remcu:, the antJient Gr£n:!, o~ 
t~e s~~terr. ~or~~ ~!~eh, nor~over, t~?~ tG6~thor, fo~ a se~es it_hint~ric 
developr:um.t_. J.Ior~o'":'s:, 1t 1;: obv1'".Us t:·.J~., t~c :..act of the colleot1-:-f: 
working e:.:oup beil:t; co:11.,r;osed o£ ind.:'i"l-.:·:J.ro.!.· of b..,t.:1 aex..ia· t~.nd all ~-;·.-:-;, ruu.ct 
neces.laril;r'. u.nde:- sill t~ble ecndi tior.A, beco:ne a. source o~ ~ development; 
al.t~oilt;h in itt spor...toneou.aty develOj?c~:.:.. bru.t3l, ea,Ditalif;tio to1-o, .where:t~ 
labourer e>~at~ .for t~~ process of production, and not the procesn of ~~ 
Uaction for the lnboureri that fact !s ~_pe~tite~ous source of corruption 
anti. slavery. 11 

itdist 
A fer.• ?:~.&cr, b~fore he d-re·~;- the dial~ctical opyf1sit1on 'bet\'reen cap-· 

oocisr'u:7 -~··it 1oio.9 and 9.8' i ~ \HJul.d ~oe in the. field- ot ~dticatio!:.. · 

. 
'· 

J 

••. ;;l 
.. ,) r• ~ ,, 

:· j • • ~~ 

" 

r!TJi.oU!=h. tl"-e Fnetory Act. tfo.nt first and meagre conoeas~on 'trr.·=~< :tram 
c~.pital, !.~ lir.J.ted to oombicl.D£ ~leruentar,.· ed·Jcat1on with wo:rk in_ t~. inctoey, 
t:~re elJ.!l 1Je :1.0 d.o·1bt ·· .. :'l."'.~ ··tber. tht.> wrld.ll£ class ~~m G into puwer, o.a 
1nev1te.~l~~ !t !!!!.!.!'!t, i;~l'~m:!c:a:l. ::ZlP.tZ:O-!ct'!on, .. :botb thaoret1ea1 EWd pre.ot1oal,. 
i·rlll take its pro:r-er pJ.~~~~ :J.!a. ·:: .. F ·:·orZi:lt.,.,._:tlt'.BS scMol~.ii (05)ita.l, VolUmei, . - . . Po·!;jiJ.j--.,::·

1

.;~; , 

1a..11ily. ~ducc.tio:!, rel:r..t!.'ln.s be·t~-r~en the sexes, :i:el1g1cin, all would 
. lose their des~ru~t:!.ve ~tienat·ed qU£litr · .. n a l:.Bl;' cede of prodUction in wh!ch 

thf- ·\l.ILlversalit., 1£' the j:.c.diVidu.sl would ba the sto.r':.ing point end source 
of pll progr~stJ, beginnlA[; ¥-d th :::c,nou:ic ·pr·ogre!'s. 

The !l!\••·'~>e in whtcn •"'-'"' ;:oe's · nd d.evelopo "the idea that the 
C'IJ.ltivatio!:.. nf t~l·?l five se:lsec: i.s -:;:.~~ ·.:cr·: of the 1oib.ole- hiatoey oi' the \'TOrld 
to dn.te blowc ,;.p from ~-:.lolll" th3 f;• · :.o;o;: ed. fs.::ttr~sies ot those_ who, f:t'om. tl:e 
poycl:>.o-IUlOlyots to the hl.s;ential~ots, ce.r.not ·.mderstancl. that the problem 

·of the moner~ p~rnoXL~lity :s the ~robl~~ ot modern capitalist prodn=tion. 
!Inn's cRpacity for ueei"C', l;o'.tchir..;;, M!\1'1nt;, tall-..ir.g, :f'eeli:ng; «a:i&t in the···· 
multit".lde of o1:jects ~if· pl'(hll;.d:!.'!·· 11'o?al;:· .. and the· c..cllievemPD.ta o'£ science 
which nurro-.J..'"l.d :lim. "::he r.l.fl.~~re:; o. ·~~=~ :JT·lst ar.n:'!"-"'llJt•ia~o thoee or per1ob. 

Tl~ ··~~.:r:o:~:'!J.!.ty o! t!i~ !!!Od.e~ ~~k.•r 1.e s.es!\1lod upon ttll dd.At~t f'•onl 
::~orninc til: n1,~ht (~::d "''en in nl.o dr"''"") by ouch stimuli that I:Qa llllted.a ll\8 
" "'"iern humn beine, lll!'ko Ci:'l o:1d hi• olnos the mo•t pigbl~ o1Yilbe4 'ii'oc1al 
force llUJIIIl.'lity has ever k:no•.m, llut tlle greater tho needq o:f' eoc1al l1'ving, 
1nhere»t in the socializod '"''""" o:t' modern pro<!Uation, the gr~ater the need 
!or i!ldivid.•lal self-,o:<:>resdon, tho more it becomee necenN7 tor the maaterR 
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of socie~y, themselves slavea of capital, to repress this social axpr~ssion 
which 1s no more and no lesA than CO!ilplete democracy. Production which 
shculd be man 1 s rr.o:3 t wtu:ral expression of his powers, b~comes one lung 
uu:odcrous cl9.es con!''L.i~t '!.n w!" .. i.ch ea.eh protBGonint een r~Rt not for a ttlngle 
minv.te. Poli tic3J. ~~Wt>!":r .. ~t:nt aosu.ue~ to tali ~arian forms wd government by 
exec-.lti vc. Q.eere~ :nnstf.:t~o.~;.~rutca f'G del!loera.c7. The off~ ce worker, with black 
coat and wAite c~Jlla::, 1r 't.rM.form&d into a mere cog in a IllBChine. I! the 
t1orlce1· is depr!~:~d. of r ... U 'the'! intellectual potent:lalit~.es of the labor process 
to the extent t::W.t ecil.!nc~ it\ i:Jcorporated in it as an independent power, the 
i:ltellectual ebtior".:<s kno\dE-~~·~ and ideas but is as im:potellt in the intellectual 
procena as !o the 'W:orkcr i:. ::v~ la"uor process. The intellectUJ.ll is cut off 
f':o·:.m th~ ;;orld. of p!>~·dcC4.1 p·!"'due~.ion Md the soeiSl organi:zs.tion o! labor. 
The di·:orl:!e 'bct·,geen :ph;;·:ii•.::a:!. a~d I:i.'ll'!\tal labor is CC'JI!:plete. The individual 
•Jorkcr O!' intellectual, 5.s ::.o oo:-e thtm the sport of vest forces over which 
he ha:; no cont:-ol. ·The eenscc of ca~h arc stimulated. \orit.ho"at poss1b111ty of 
realization. The roscntnent.s, the :pnssions of f'rustro.tel~ eoe:O.al e:z:istence take 
revenge in the wildest of individual ab~rrations. ~e!ore these forces 
psycho-analysia is powerless. and votiz:g once eTery £ew years becomes a 
ghastly mockery. Facing the disintegration of society, capital mobilizes 
all available fo=eco !e:- the rrupp:-~ssi~~ of ~~t !~ !tg o~ft creation- the 
noed for cocial expression that the modern productive forcess inStills into 
e"Ter;_1 11v1116' human being •. The e:q>losion of this. supp~es.eion is. th~ motive . 
force of revolution. This is J.la..."""X1sm. The so ess!cy's will, wo hope, remind. us 
of- what Marx otood :t:or. 

. Vulgar Co~S:n 38 the mere ~ranacendence_ of priv8.te property is 
donotmcod by ~larx. li• had in mind the Coll1111UD.ism of lrsitl1Dg bllt the Emal)'sis 
is permanently valid. This Communism is not a now form of •appropriation.• 
The level of ~l:'Oductivtty is GO lOW that 1n grasping the wealth of society iiuch" 
eo 1 t is, t!le wil:rker~,; do no.t B.ppropria.te a higher stage of culture. 't1zld10r 
those ci!'cu..meta.:'.:!C-95. rrivn'!:e p:::.:~perty is .transcended only in. form. !b!s 
klnli of Cotmr'.lJlir;m ~!£1 or.ly a. !,rm of appearance of the detttructio!\ of private 
property." I:c. e pr:o.o:o:a!'l-G'' ··ti'.ieh reads as if it 18_a contribution. to 'the 
coilternpora.ry debate il~~P.F.Vi 'lf M..ving "oeen wi-ltten over a hundr'ed Yetu"s zr.go, 
Man:- saYs that· this tJ"1.Y.' ··:· Co:uirPm1stn, whatever its form, 111& alreadi reooe
n1zed1 as man one'" more fh;ding b!s ~ru.e place in the social ordt~r. :Ba.t to 
the degree that jt Me not yet gl"asped 11 th: positive essence" of.priv&te 
property-, in the l .. mpe or 11 hliman neede" it is still '1a prisoner" of prc.perty 
Md "infected" by it. The analysis of alienated lab.,,- which is the precursor 
of ~ merely expr~sses in economic cntego::-ies thi coneeption ,of private 
property an!> human relations treated in thts eossy. ealisti_c observers of 
th ... .rPJA.tions bE1tw2en the gcxes todcy'~ ~:~.~1se trho stul>bonly retuae to 'be 
~~n>notized by phre.ees as. they pr~br i.;:to the futu!:e of the rele.tiono. botweo::~ 
whitos end Negroes in the United ~o~teo, will see in Marx's conception of 
human needs, the only banio :!'or e,:t3llcipatton and equality. 

All t!'.!G mn;,- .-:ccz:~ tiJ the l·:ilf'\Uly blir:.d as mero theorizin.g. They 
are ~able to aee wh.'lt. !s u.t".d.er ·;·-.~1!" eyes: that as modern society develops, 
religion, education, t~~ Rtate, fA~ly, morals, lose their aeparat8 identity 
and become fused witb the nocoosity for the ~oste~ of society. !his is tho 
totalitaril!ll st .. te.. Mar:.:, o master of dialectical logic, saw this ultimate 
development ±'rom the very bo~;inning and posed the abolition of these eoparate 
foms of elienaticm in tho complete :!'lowering of all the cepa'lilli U.tl• ot tho 
individual, in all :!'orms of social endeavor. !he enomy of thie ""' private 
property. Later he called it capital. :But the economl.c analyoie !M11 •+.o.rt 
to finish 1o the material !Npploment of the philoeophioal concept. 'Ele two 
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p:e in inextrl.cabl<.~ t!l'.i ty. The ('!rJ.y pro,:; !1e k:c.ew wac the objective develop
ment of t:oc!et~· .. Dt.>Grite the rn-'d!.f1cntions ~hat bo !z:.troduced after-in thP. 
Harking-out. of tht: t-hcc:-y, t~~ o:-ig1nnl. ztructl!!'~, e7e:-. as a bai-e outline, 
t~to.nds out today a:: thP. ,. .. ., - ... 1n.1.b1.9 c:-:;plonation. and solution to the collnped.n~~· 
bru-borism of modern ch-.!..!.1=.1t!rJn., 

Tlw r:r::·•:hc1~~·.i.c.n,:'·_ r.rp(!~ !'f t.otalitarianiam. of Jascism·in particmlnr, 
is ":o 'trcc-.n:.E>nd il,}l l;v··'-.;-.) ~~.~- ~-~~~uvidus.l !':•,1stra~ion in the nation, thP ~:~ta.te, 
the leo.der. It ce: .. ;·.c-:. :-:l: :-··.:e. II! onr· o:" thc~e et-;~n;:s Marz D9J"S that "Ve 
nhouJd C!Dpeciall~· f!''''l ~t :"'t•-c;t-:\1;1-f.~h.ir.l(; 1 eoc1(rty 1 at an abstraction oppoDed 
to ~ht' !·:dJ.·.-lf~un'!. T';t ·~:·.:".'J·,·:,:;_\1<.'11 Jr, the toc!.nl eer:ence.• A qnarter of a. 
~c:;.tn:-;; lat.cr in .Qn:j.Ji.£:.:'. !.~· ··r:·! +.us "l.r.. the ol-..-1pter ort 11 l-1a.chl:lery and Jl.odern 
Ind".lt;4;ryU 

11 !-Zo.i:•::-1; l:::l.:.t~.:, t"<.- ·,,J.•.:c:.i, c•J.t:~pelr. society, unG.er pe:calty or death, to 
l"l:'_!:lr.:.,~e !:b~ de~m.l·~t~J:-;-:c:- C":: ~·~{i.a-.-, -:-ri::.:·!"J!ed b~r life-long repetition of one 
U...""ld tl1e fj(l:.;c ~r:'. -:.:.;: .. ~ '·''"'~<':"at. inn. E"t.!lCi ~hu~ reduced to the mere fradment of a 
.tr.a:1, t~~ tl1e- lull~ '.: ~;-:ei);h~<i l::Hti ·j~ :i112.l, fit for a. Y.:l!'iety of labours, ~£-ad.y 
t,o i'~ce any c[....e.nge. o:t 11rod-u.c:;i!>n. ·.:a-~-:! 't:r.: •"'ho~.l the different social: funet!c..ns 
:1e J?l!rfllrms·, are but sc 7-.-...-,- :noC.eo of ,,: 7ing free scope to· his ow natural 
n.nd a.cqr...ir:;.-C ~:J"!<?':.-s.rt It i::: a tE'rri~""~le emaaculation, in tact a denial of' 
J.fs.i:r:'; tQ 'halie~t.l ti:mt. ~!.ioJ•c i1'as som~ sc!.a~cf! oallP.d AC:Qnomiee .e!!.d. upon thiz; for 
d.eco;:.•o.t:f.f)n, J.fru.""X g:-,U'ted hur.r..nit·~: .. ~ tt··:~tlrnents.- Every :f)l.ndamentel. !'eat-·-... '1:f' 
!:i~ eco::1o.-:Uc· Ltf!~;tr:is is ·r.r...;::ect l!p•,r. the wo·:rkcr in the labor· proceas an(.. holds · 
no perspot'!tlve of holutio:l except the em~i:pation e! the l.aborer. It is .. 
a. ntrangl· renectior .. oi'.o·.ll" ti~as that thl.s conceptiori, .that .the solui;io:t of 
the ec¢norrJ.o cont:oed.ictious of capi ts-11 !!.Jl is .. thA fnliitAn solution, .is o:r):po:::ed .~o
'~here so b!tterl:· ?.s 1-r.. 't-1-:..o ::tnvament ita~lf'. Where it h ·accept&cl, it is 
L\ccept""e·d ae Zinov! e7, Xc!ml"nrr~ and Stalin nccepted the nocesai ty- .for ·the 
Oeto1l~:o .tusn.r:-ect:lon - 5.:\ fl1.1::l-a dhtnnt ::futur!'. ·· · ·· · ·· 

~:o la.r.~ ~i•::-.i"I.Y \ 1·!~u-A! s set ti.i.nc oi aocounts with. the Et~gelic.:·· .. d;U
.gctio,· is Vt:ry GJ:,"/:0!.~::...,.:. Ou.."!' tra;,,slator, Ria Stone, hopeS on _a _fut~e 
occasion, tv t;~.v~ .:-~1:~ ~.)- ''!"· ~·t!.'.1.·othcr matel"1Al. to the comol6te e;:;<a;;A, t-~hlch 
wor.Ud guide t.!;£" .:.~·£<::E\_ ... h •••• • •.::-:-.o ~erioaaly trieS -to matrt~r this ea:n~:. 
In X"Mt it is bt-cn,-..~~ ~ · ~· ··~ 1)f thi~.; :r:o'rk and i~s assooia~f!d. aspects are 
c:-ying to be cl~onl~ t.!,nt l·,-c .9n"cl1sh ·tf:..i~:. Our rcsoureos are lind-ted, ~.~ llnVe. 

-tried in vain ·~-:. :'l~rv;::t~::~· yt. .. ~·t~r-lJ).!lr !.ntere.:r·:.,~ We l.:ope,. ·r .. re are con.fiC.C;;.t that 
~o:rnewherc thc,rfl i ~ a l"osp;:mr,~ .,..~tin~ for us .. 

l!ut thP crltlq_ue. can b~ reaC!. and understood as it it:~.· If' the two 
esrly c1:a;~·s n.re gra~ped., th~n r, \·t.:lrkiut; i::lO'.'ledge of phlloaopby" t-.111 Suffice. 
w:r .... ""Lt :·Iarx is cny!:Jc: OY~Jr ani over a~·.-·"':-1. :ta -the.t Hegel se.lt the :o.liellation. 
li:o n::tw its 1•oot ir, th~ :nocie :>f 1"'~ ·· • !C~ct "t<a.ffled him was tha.t he could not 
see ln the 1.£Jbor procar.s it;r.el:t" ··.,_._,. , .. ,,~tt!.tc, ::n.·t"ei.ivc '3lemeuts w.t-.ich·would. 
overcnmo the nl!eilatior.. Fsw !!10:·.;:y~t:? 1~ th~ history of thou&'ht "S:re Ji\Ore 
dra.tr.ntie the>~! t~''t rolnte,: ~· f4arcua~ (~o.n And Revolution) when the yo~ 
Regel, ~,rorj:ing out :u:"'. ioitm'"'· iol:-?·~e dou.~ .the oondi t.1ons of ·the· Workers :tn 
CS;!Jitalist pro<!uc"ti.lo:.t1 ;;~.•vl ~o?ei:1 . .; nn Wa,~r ottt fo-r \1":n, broke off the 
r.tnnuscript '~h.:J.~!i"!. !'"v"':'cv ,:: ~1""~r:r l~nmained un:fil'~.·J~1ed. 

Yat. r-J.in~onJ.on 1'.:--..r: t.o "be ovc.:.~~ome or the QUtlook 'lor man \TaB h.ope-
1~~!!. Hegel ~o!-:~d. i~ ~:;:; w;.-.}..-!;-~, th.t:~l.!.l~& man, the Phtldsopher, overcome 'it 
in thOUGht. lntJt~aj nf .'~O"":ttill;; rid of religion, the eta.te, family, etc., he 
~l'llJ.i.:t:lt!d thEitn n.J.l. in P.t,r>.tn t•Jv!er the guise of philosophy. :But to grasp the 

. i'11.ct of alionnt;ion co.nd -:l:P .tH~t~d for reintecrat1on was Hegol 1 tl great diacoveey 
1.1:1<'. hio :uotr.od >tao the diAlectic l.'lethod. ~!an was otriving :tor :tall ·self'-
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co:n~c.i :.,:.sneEs, ruvl fo:- Harx !"ull relf-conscious!less was not the insight of 
n fel·T philocophPr!'!. hut t::r ncti";c pe.!'ticipetion of all oen in nocial. life. • 
becin:•inc td. th prodnctior-., n.."'lr. c~l'!"!f:~!r-..e a.'"'!.ct cievelopil'.(; their natural. and 
acquired pCluer-3., T:t> . .r.t. it: ~-he ecr:ence o:"' the 11 Cri tiq"..l.C Of The Hegelian 
Dinli!Ctic~ 11 It i::: .~; . .,be· r.w':.cd t.:~.nt tJne of t':-:.o:-- th.J.'~:e ~un~ic bookB ~1hich 
le:tir. ~";t!.diPd ~-;he:!. )Y!"('pn:·1.nc State A:ld Jievolution lTP.s Heeel 1 o Pheno:~.gnolog:v 
ir- .... .-!tiel: the c:-iti0:1l ,;~7.-!~ • ..:.).IJ of Her:c! 1 thP. d.rivinc !lcc:e~eit;y to negate t"'"" 
'·:dotint; c1•der a..'1r. t!:~ e:-:~;-·ti:lf! c'Jn!:!ciou.s!'oCss by :.•. no .... : o.:.•der and a new oon
oeio•.\c::ese :-ece:i ver; its r.:o: •, v1.~.orottn ~!'csd'J:l. L::~.tcr Hegel, by !>.is innb111 ty 
ti'J t.::.~u.:.-:!;;Cf::-•• 1, t':l r..e- 1 _nte· t>··· ._ ~;:!rH .,.._. ?:>d~:- by en actuel aoc!al force. waald 
lP.aY~ thr~ read opc:l fo::-- "::-~~· ro~lr.1;rt~d,lc".;ion, not onl:r o~. rel.igio!l but of 
unc:-itic~J. icien.!.i,.,:. :~.:t·." _.-.ol;it!yi.~::t '-~:--:~.ch e:e ;o:mninc "lild. in modern phllo
souhica.l 'thoU&;ht.. But· he. who g~ap~le$ tr.'1 th th::ee first t\1"0 eeef\,V!! a,.r.{i. 

then serio!.."Lf;ly appl!.CI~. i':..i.r,l!!e:..:f' to Hn.....,:' z Cri M.que of tnc Dia.lccGic, W"-:;.1 
get. a.n insight l1C"Jt on;.;• i!"lto 1-ia.:AtPrn, ·c:~t i!lt-:» ell the v;;,rious currents ·of 
30Cie?.l a..i.d pol! tical a.s l-:e] 1 ns literary a..i.d. philosophlcal :nastr-t.Uns that 
~o'..mc~ thei:- he:uls in. vo.i:!. 'r,_~-ninet, the -problemS -of conternporar:r society. 

tot£:- uho iut!·ad:.'.ce these w:o!.tir~(~S owe- ~o ~hem a special debt~ .I'!: 1.P 
otU' bellei ~!-.At precicel;;r hecn:.tse of the- '.l:J."'let'IZ'ably· acute 'r..C:ture o the modern 
crisis, theory ':mu. practice a:re linked in a wzy- the.t """ not thot1,!')1t poue1ble 
in less ur,~ent ti:!1es. The ~OG~ :p!"ofou:!!d of the philosoph!eaJ. concept~· ·cf 
Marx ?f ·1844, abstract clarifica:~ion for the· init-iator of a theoey, now 
become the imperati~e ne~ds of hundrod~ of millions of people. No other 
C"'t1P,..~tin:r! f'rlnJ.tl., ,,.niffcl!'~t-.?:?.r~ tMe ~.or!t!!l[; c.: '\·.-e ~c.."t .. !'o:o ~!;;practical pvl
!ticP t.odp,~ co~eist. in ~sing the phen~~~na of contemporary a~cicty as a 
mE!a.nc of il!.t:•· ... :~il.ti'!J[; theoo tr-J.ths, urging the a~ti<:tns that are dellla!lded for 
their !"€'e.1izat!.n-:-t. For ti.t;. as diaJ.ecticie.ns. the cocial requirements of the 
a.:z;'e e:::ist. in the-:lC't:c~c; ~nd o.spira.tion!' of the .'lll\DreB. That is Ma.rx•'J;· 
~L1utol'1,;W. cv·.lt:~~?·-:.tt,-.;l t·:. ;he di&lt~clil!::al methetd, to hnvR detht>nntra~':!d the 
a.i'n.rroti'JnS Of n :.tc\>.· r:O~~,.Ot~· i:l t:u, negations imponed UpOl\ the proleteriat 
by t_:te old. To bcllcVt' t:-1.1•":. f; ·.tE:'I~e affirmationn exist oiC.y· in the hets.dr; of 
a fel-l is :nerely to !-ept·r~' .lk>ccJ. o-:er :--.f:n:l.n. cu.bStituting fo~ Hegel's few · 
;>hiloF.opl:crn. the few co_;.r.cicm~ r"vollltiona:d.cs. E~e:ry political line 
that 'tro M·-re v:-t ttc-n ~~ been fe:rti 1.1~ed ";' +.he conc:epts cOn"Jained in these 
t:ranslntiona and 'the otharS ue nrc ~umble to ~~lri::1t·o Wr:- have been st!mlated 
te~ find that thoa_e of our cbl:i.Caguee ,.,.:ao work t~ fa.~.to~ler: and Who shnre our · 
ideas have f'lund th."!.t the p:-ent masses of the AmE~ricetn trork9r~; :f'eel and think 
in a ua)' that ln\~cst t~1ese aentw"Y-old. en" ::,:·A 1tith n mea.'ling ond signi:f'icance 
thl'.t they cottld nevet> h..'\'t'C h.'\d, hov~v"" r.oniciuoualy they 1-rero :nerely read 
and :aerelj' studied,. :E&clcward in:-"',~ 1:-:.!r.r, tilo A.~erlcan uorkel.•s constantly 
manifest n :Ot.L'"\(;e 'Jf soci;~l acpi:.·r·.~· · .,:1 nnrt ri.!'"."'~th~ of c:""cc.tive ptn·rei- t-~hieh in the 
not ":cry distnnt f-a!'.ure ttUl !Jhr.o;.-:c t:1o •.mt•lil.,, If. tl:.eae essays have helped us 
to lmdo:oat.a..'td f.tar:>:imn n.'lrl. ~.:.~,m, tl-tey too hnvr;! hel;;:.t!d Uti to understo.nd thBsC 
es3t\ys ani!~ Mm-:ti~:n. Th~ ·poJ.i ticru. te:nc1.P.nc:,:· ,.:,ioh we represent haS therefore 
o. e;r~?nt p:oi.cle and snt t.f1 :''nr:~it:~n L~- :"laldtlf; ovl\ilni'? c• for the first time to 
.A.mcrietl!l !'~:!."-dcr~ t:·u··::" ;:"~r!•ci·J:J.!J a"1tee('lt!ents n~ :·uv:Jlutioll.Dl7 Marxism. We· 
nrc co!l.v1.nc~d. thh": ~l'J~:\r .. ~, ' .. ,,,_td :hey ha.""t' ~ ..• ~n mo!'c warmly welcomed than 
by Trot:-.!~·. 

AUl;'lUt 7, 1947 J .R. Johnson 
Froddie -Forest 
Ria Stono 
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~ Q.U.:SUOll OF llLOCS, (Article ii) 

llUREA.UOR/l'!C COu.ECTIVISl! A!ID TllE :BUILDING OF TilE '?1\P.'!!Y. 

Thoro hns boon r. ~;ood do:-.1 of spoculntio:> :>.bout tltc JOO~Us of n 
dcfcntist bloc in tho In.t.::rnntion... .. ~ I!ovoco..'1t to dofcnt tl:o pro!>ont lor..dorship 
of tho L!ovoocnt r.ith its dof'onsist positiCin ont!1c Russi~ qucst'-0:1• Uo ana, 
~.o,;ovor, hr.s boon r.blo to shou hou a.victory for tho dofontlst bloc, par sat 
uould contribute tounrd buildi:1.1; tho rmss rcvolU:tionrrJ pr'.rty on nn int~ 
n...'ltiont'~ scnl.o, Yet• on nll sides, it is ndnittod thn.t tl:o built1.inr; r=i' sucl1 r.. 
pc:.rty is tho decisive. {'J".d bU.t"Oli:-11; Cl,U::stior.. of o'F' dey. 

Tho dociaivo question is this~ !"HD\7 itOuld tli.o dofv.."'.ticts pho 
toy uit!'l n third co~tornr.tivo, provide t:1o loc.d.o:t:"s!:ip for buildinr. t:1.c n.."".ss rov
olutiolll\!'Y pnrty?tt To toy uitl-. tho thircl.. r.ltor:u-.tivll is to toy uit!! the poss
ibility thnt tho prolotro.rir.t nny r.ot bo r.blc to 'n."'.ko tho rovolut:to:~. 

Thoro is n qw:o~itr.tivc difforoncc bot\:OC.l'l t!to dof'ct!.tisn t<l':.ich is 
based upon sto.tO""'c.."J)itr~ieo rutd tho clo:f'or.tiGD u!1ich. is bl"..ocd Ul'lOn burcr.ucrc-.t:tc 
collcctiviao. Tho Johnson-]'orost Tendency !:.us C0].11:.nsi3~d this disti:-:.ctioa :free 
its vary inocption~n 1941, rnd. boc:-.uso of it-s· oxporicm.cos 1!1 t:1c :;.F., it fccla 
n spccir~ responsibility to bri~ this distinction before ~o Intornntiono~ 
oovaoont ~t ~tor,r possible opportunit7• 

Tilo tloi~~tisJl or thu JohllsO~?"'L"Ol'Ost TultU.oncy, u:Ucl:. in bnaoC. 
upon tho str.to--cnpi.trlist position, is n dofor..tisn ul~ch is 1>:-'.sotl upon t!!o 1no7"" 
ito.bility thnt tho J>rolotnrint uill uobilizo itself. for revolution. Tho o.o
:ro...,tiso Oi"; tho "Juroo.ucrntic COllectivist Slt..".Clltt'l.."'!llt Ori thll Ot!lor hr.:.1cl, io 0. d.0.. 
:ro...,tiso of tho profoundest !listoric possiniso, i.e., n· dofor.t1ou in ror;r.rd to 
tho porspoctivos of' t!~o prolotnrirn revolution. 

Honea tho ·doaporn_tion of' t!lo Shl'.clltur.!ti tos on t!:o question oi' 
bu.ildinf; n cne_s rovolut1o:1nry pC'.l•t:f by cll sorts of or;;r.nizi'o.tionr.l nor.suros. 

- t1i t!1 atory sotb~c or ft'.iluro to grcn1, tho7 rcl.so furthor deubts of the rc...
olutionor:r :porspcctivo:~, cntlbor,in to uocwo t!toorios nb,ut t!1c 'bncl:t!P.l•dncss of the 
PTr~lotc...-!nt. Tho:; nro .cc::1tinu..'\lly boinr~ plw:.-;olt into o. norr·.us or aubjocti··risoi 
spoculntlons- ,..br.ut socirJ.it't connciousnoss, ::).oi.C recourse t~ iht.ornr~ pr".rt-J doo
oc:::-::-.c:; ,ns tho only ur-~· tn build r. :::c.ss rv'\iolut1on:>.t~y pr.rt;r. 

Ovoru!:ol,tlocl by tho· Strlin-Hitlor Pnet in 1939, t!:o 17orlwrs Pr.rty 
t~ok its first :!lmbli!lll stops in t::is direction, boliovinP, tllnt it cnul:l sub
stitute dyn.N.Usn for t'. rcvolutiollor.r porspoctivc ill tho buildi·n;;. of C'. pnr~r. 
Seven yot'.rs. a! dor.tocrr.tic ccyn.."'.Disn l:l>.vo brour;':lt 1 t to ·1 ts prasont t'l:'l.onvic.~lo 
position. Tho ur-¥ in uhich ~t !t~o ovolvocl durint; those ;ro......ra is c. uo.rni~v; to 
those in tho liovc.":lont ul!o, .in thoit" nn:d.ct:~ to do:foct tl:.o pro1lont londorchip 
uith its dofcnsist P'sition consider blocs nith SJ::.ccl:tnro.n. To trr.nofor t!lo un- · 
eort:Unty, v:>.cillr.tiono, dooor:-.lizo.tion, ntt:>.c!:c upon ncliquosll t'.lld llburoau
crr.cios11 froo tho s>tr.l.lpOf tho ::.P. on tho Ac.JricrJt scone to tho 1ntornat1oi.lt".l 
oovoocnt t70Uld bo n crioo rJ~;dnst t.i.o intornr.tiom·.l prolotr.rir-.t in its C'.ttcr.1pt 
to build o. cr.as ro·rolutio:ll\1"/ po.rty. An intornC\tionnl'. loC\clorohip, tnintccl by tho 
ShnclltrJr.~i to brush nouJ.d Cl'.l"l~/ ni til 1 t into t!:o cooi!lf; cri ticnl stNr.r.los tho 
ekopticieo tour.rd t!lc prclotr.rit".t tzltic!t hr.o chnr:>.ctoriz'cc1 tl:.o ~i.P- f~~ scvo.."1 
yor.rs and \7!lic!l hr.s pr.rnlyzod 1 t in tho fr.co of ovory OP>Ortuni ty provic'!.oe by 
tho .hnoriccn prolotr.rir.t, 

It; iu not uui'i'icii)Jlt to dieaJ.Ds 11buro."'l.ucrr.tic colloctiviooll t".B n 
llniquo and fMciflll contribution of Shnohtnan. It is nocooanr:r to roo~izo t!:o 
oorrodinr, 1ntluo:too 11::10:: it lma !ui\ C\t ovor.~· stop in bUildin,~ tho pr.rty, 
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J'l\OM A IIEGl!O WOliDl! IB A IJE!lEl!AL MO'l'ORS PLAm 

(llotel In prerl.oua iasueo ot the bulletin we ho.ve repeatedl;:r 
ret•rred to !rrots1Q'11 inaiatence th.'\t in order to be a workers' paper, the 
press of tha party llll8t be written 111 great part by the vorkero themaolvea. 

!his contribo>tion by one of the clooe sympathizers of tl:.o Jolmso11-· 
Forest TendenC)', ~reaeea, in their ovn words, the thoughts Bl1d feelings of 
large ooetiono of the moat oppressed ll!l'er of tho Americe11 proletariat. 

Wo hope that 1 t will encourage Bl1d atiiiOllate maey othere to 
begin to reg!U'd the press of the revolutionary mavebon~• BIJ! tl!e:otgan:-forl ; •• 
th'eircsoM-e>prasaion.) . ••••••••••••••••• 

The !lagro 'question is a veey serious problem toda;y, All. ore"' 
the 11n1 ted States the Negroes are in nn uproar. !he)' are net satisfied at 
sll with the 'ln\Y the)' are being tr•ated, I am n.liegro working inn G.ll. 
plant. .Our union is a C,I,O, union, !!he C.I.O. is n good un1on, but it 
dooon't have the proper leadership in c!if:ferent plants >thich makes it rotten. 

In the plant where I work there is n lnrge number of Negroes, 
OUt of this group approldmatel)' seven per cent of these Negroes ere me~J.ne 
operatora, the rest arc laborers or floor-B118epere. If _ten liegrcea and . 
ten ,.'bite:: vent to en employment otfiee, they would hire the whitaa r.lld 
tell the liet:roes ":trot hiring todey •• unless the;:r h4d labor work !or then. 
:!!his is a true· fnc~. Jl.y brother vaa a dozen t11!l0s to the main eJllP.1oymant 
office last week, !hey sent out th1rt)'-1"1ve .or fort)· vhi tes and told all ot 
tbe Negroes: 11fothing tods,v, coCie back: tol:lOrrov, • 

1!haii a Ne&ro ..,;k:er is on p:rodliction in " plant,· when the 
checker. cones around to check the work, he checks sll the whi to workers~ 
vorl!: Bl1d asks no questions, When ha gets to the lle&ro be S~J¥SI "Your 
report shewo n certain amouat o:f wrk, I don 1.t believe you did nll thin 
wrk, ooca e.n!i shet7 it to co." l!e checks the white vorker wit:!out question, 
bo>t the Negro DUat. shew hl.s work to hie, · 

I -...nt to a ~~~>I'•rvisor ot a depert,.,nt. I i!l!);@d forYo; h!gbar 
rating Job 111 hl.a. depnrtoent, I told him I wanted the job because of tW 
reoponoib111tl:ea, l!e gave t18 tbe jo'b, I asked bin hew long >IOuld it be 
bo!"or~ I wuld sst top rate, l!e said ninaty ~·. When the nl.net;:r do,)ra vore 
up, 'naked hie about tbe.raiae I hadn1t got •. lie said: ."t didn1t.tell you 
thct Y?U wuld get top rate in ninety· da)'s~ l!e saidi •I told you thnt you 
wuld wrk i'roc aiz to seven DOntba nt the aa::w price you ore now getting, 
then you would get a five-cent raise, then it ls up to ;:rour fore= to give 
you the top rate within the em eevan or dght llOnths. n 

I took the catter to " 90tn:1i t teo-can. I told. that t~e oupo:r
visor told co that I wuld e;et top rata >lithic ninet;:r da;ya, Tlw cotml.ttoo
can told ce: "Your ce.ae is hepeleso, You don1 t have nn;.• witness,' He said: 
"The supervisor would aq 1 I didn1 t cake hie that prociae. Whose word are 
you going to take, cine <>r hia7 lie h ,Just a concon worker nnd I ""' a aupor
viaor,1 Bl1d that wuld be the and.• This corol.ttee-can gave up with<lut even 
speaking to the ouperviaor, 

IIDv oan the~e be 811f 1cprovemant 111 th a lwlch of conpim)' stooges 
'l'llllll1ng the union leadership. !hero are a few good oor.ml. ttee-oen·' , but the 
od.da ""o too high ~at thee, !hay onn1t win, It throe are for the workore, 
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twelve are for the CO"'!!IIJIY• 

~t 1s the anower I get When I talk to the Negroes about 
soc1elhm. Most of them feel that 1t 1s a step in the right cli!"ootion. 
!l!be7 ·~· "!!ow onn such Blllllll bl'anoheo ot people be of ~ importance?" · 
Some o! the l!lsgroee fsel tlle.t it b 1mpoaalble for 11J1Y real results t.o come 
:!rom part1os of tbat eoft, therefore tbe;y are not ver;y inte!"ested at the 
present time. :But I am' sure that if the llegrGes really unil.erstood what 
8Go1alism really '"""'s then ;vou would have thetl all on 70ur ol do, !l!here 
are loto or !lsgroee who . were born 1111d ralsod in the Southern States vho 
have given up ell hopes 'of the Uaited States ever 1"'Prov1ng at all. 

I """ born in Georgia and I la:ov a lot about what bappsna dow 
there. I once !rnftW a 7oung Negro who VBI! helping eo.,. croeker make 11hisksy 
in Oeorl;ia. !l!he l!egro took an extra &ellon of Whiskey !or lli,.el!. tne 
of the cri)Ckers c"ught him w1 th the whiskey. He got a mob together Mel 
ueai; i;ha egro to death. Nothing wae clone about it as usual. 

In Georgia ,,Negro llii1St al~s enter a white ='s ·hoWls troc 
the bnck. !l!!>ey are not ellovecl. to valk in the front door. When Negroes Al'e 
hired. out to a whi to """• e.t lunchtiae the Negro eo will eat in the back YN.'d 
under n tree. Very few whites ellow their hired Negroes to eat in their 
kitchen~ 

!l!he Negroes walk sever. or eight miles to school, Tho whitee 
linve school busses .to tnlte the white 'children to school. ' In Georgie., ·a 
liegro is lik,. a rabbit. I! a li'egro RCcidently buops into n'>rhite '"'tlM 
on the street, he is lucley if he cl.oeon1i get kicked or eloppecl.. I:r a 
arncker sees e.liegro bump into a >rhite wean, he will soy.'· 011ii&gcr, .,~. 
do_n1 t :you ~tch where the hell ;you aro going. • If the liegioo t;1ves hin any 
'Iinck talk nt ell, he is lucley if he cl.oesn1t eat. be"t bloody. !!!here ore so 
lllllllY o:raoko:rs ixi the Northern Statss, vhl.oh cakes .it elmost BB bP.d. 

I bave got on the bus e..lot of tines and sit by : whi to men . 
or troll&Ono !l!hey wuld ohant:e their csente. I we.sn1 t dirt7 or drunk:. !:r 
they didn't 'challGe the1l' sea~a, they wuld sit l!lld blott up like ""ollloon 

. and. the further they cove:! fr~ti l!IEI, the cl.oaer I would !llOVe to ther.:a, lf. 
they cl.on1t 118Ilt to sit by ""'•. I love to see them cove further. 

All of these things are the bMic reo.Bons wey a lot of the 
Negroes feel. that it is impossible for~ improvement. Inn elmost sure 
ll!Yself that there 1'111 never be an:' i1:1p110vement .in the Southern States. · 

I ·teal that if the mall branebes of people stick together and. 
keep up the good wrk, they will 'be ver)' successful in the 1\l.ture. 

- R. 
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m YOllltEIL~ OF TilE SHOPS 

(!!'he following is the speech delivered to the "!l'rado-linion Sos:.. o~• ,£ t~.e 
Conference of the JohDaoD"Foreot !l'e~denoy, July 6, 194?) 

!!'he vorl<:en o:r the shops in \lhich I worked on the line about 
:rour ;rears ego wre co~~q>lotsl;r oatiafied with work!.ng on the line. At 
this time, the. war hsd ~uat b"«'<'l. !!'he boss eo o:C the shop did not cere 
how long· it took to complete a unit. !l'Mt is, so long as it VBB out on 
schedule. So~~~etimss the workers would take as long as tw or three hours 
to complete one unit; spending about half o:C the time talking or wnlld.ng 
around the shop. !!'he linea were very, very slow. Ve we%'e given plenty o:C 
time to complete the Job end rest in between tice. 

!nrl.e lasted for "period of tice. After V-E Da.v, tho proiluction 
b~~ t;.o P.:!JAe~ ,11', not to" :r.Tt~-r.h. ln.tt ~ou.g...~ eo t;M ~rke!"! n('t1~9d it;.= rt 
becems known that the war would so.on be over nnd the boss would stnrt tnldng 
ovo%' the ahop, !rha wrkar• began to complain that the line• were too fnst 
and were g1 von some excuse about it. 

Iluriog the U1:1e when the produe:tion wn.s slow, you worlred nll 
~ snd hnd overtiDe at night. !lost of the workers took ndvr.ntnce of tbie 
to get extra ooney. 

When tho prOduction began to speed up, the vorkel:'a stopped 
sta.vtn&·overti""'• Only a few al:<Q'od ovartico to work. They figu:rad that 
the bossae were &atting ro~ for poace time and would want thee to do this 
ai'ter ths wer. !!'he speed of production did not chl'.nge eftor th1o unt~l ai'ter 
V-J lla.v, when 1110st of thD plants closed for reoonva1;sion. lihen the pl...nt 
reopened to uork, the production line started of! fnst nnd speeded up" more 
...-ery dey until every vorker ,.,., producing !lB much as e. lll!l.Oh1n& would pro
duce !.n one d!!:'.. !Ehe w:rkere oompln.tn9d e.OOut 1t b~oeuse th"Y-,Oo1lld not 
keep up with the line. T!1e ·work ·begon to come out verJ pool'. !l!hen tho bose 
would· complain and it you could not keep up you would then bo fired .<nd 
someone elsa !"lt ln your place. The wo~kera got . together to plan whnt the;v 
could do to sto:~~ the line :!l'Om boln& so fr.st RDd the solution Willi. thie: 
!I'd work on one unit· and if the nezt unit came before you finiaad il>at unH. 
to pa"" it on down the lin a without. your worldng on it. !!'he work vns eo 
hard to keep up with that ~he worlcare would work "one full wel:: ruid tl'lte off 
two. or three cls,ys of. the nezt week. As & ,.eeult, production began to slav 
up a little, not 'lferir ....,h. .!!'he speed · o:C production today 1a threo timet 
more than ·that of about throe ~·enra r-8". 

About a few ;r8ars ai:o ~co wore high considering w!ult had 
been g1 ven bofol'o to the wrkars, !!'he vorkere did not co~:~plnin vary mob 
about thsc because prt· ceo o:r ooccodi tieo wore at n good level. The vngoe 
wre nt a ttinil:!Wll· height at the olose of thD Will', The" plont closed nnd reop
ened nnd the boas did not hire biiCk old help, but now, inex:>erioneed help_ 
and paid thez:t r:moh lesa than the old workers; eapeoielly non-union abG:;>a. 
In the unl.on shop, the J:lizlillWl 'W8681 trere 1\bout $)0.00 per weak. Tho 
workero went out on atr1ke to &•t higher pay. ~he WDGO• in eoco shops 'IIOra 
put on the bns:l.a of the 1111tomob1la workers and cinero. When the !lllto workora 
got hi&hel' pil;r, than the oo~:~pRiliea wuld open neaotintiona tor !.nol'i>aao 
tor the workers. llow the WB88B are lowsr than ""er. The priooo nro sky
high ll!ld the workers are atlll &Bing out on atl'il<e for h11'lllor p~ to wet 
~ 4JlcnnAo fOr the COSt Of 11vlll;!o 
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Attitude ~ 1ll4 llure!!!UCracy 

!!'be workers of one shDp in which I worlced W!ll1tod to have a 
General. Strike when the :i:IO!t-HartlO¥ !ill was passed, :rho wrkero got 
together and told the Uilion to get a collllld.ttee nnd sand to o!.her Wliono 
to call !or a General. Strike. !he workers were very d1sco""a&ed whon ·the Labor 
!ill """ passed. fhe:r said they wuld not voto llepublicans next ;rear. :rhO¥ 
would e1 ther vote tor the Democrat. or a La"oor Party it one io running. :rho 
st.,ard told the workero that the union did not vant a Geaeral. Strike. 

:rho workers thillk that the A.l'.L. stillks. It doe•n't do ""1'
thing !or the wrkors at all. In the ahop where I em now they all attend 
union meeting because they uaual.ly havs a grisv~U>Cs oach weok ""!1 they 
have a fight. Anti tb.., ~n!:" ":fe:" the7 c;n get i&iij'thlng cione ia tor all ~o 
attend the union meetings. !Zh1s is truo of thD ehep I am in now, :But in 
~qy last shop vhich vu in the ""'"" local., they did not attend union 

· meeti~~&s because tm U!l1on, they aeid, waan1 t doing enythiD& but taking 
their money every month. In that ahDp they had been :fighting !~r the C. I .o. 
to come in. !1'be only way they oauld get a good meeting was when tha 
workers :!'rom three c!1!:!"erent departments vent to the union's o:t'fica··fl!ld""· .. 
asked for a epecial. meeting. to be held on the grievances of tho ""'*•rs 
ln the p:I.ant. T~ese were not stevardo. They were workers. Th9 union:· 
celled a mooting and held it in the shop where ve vere vorltlng. . :i:ho workers 
made sura that "" basses, no superVisors end stooges we;-e thore, !!!hey 
asked oach one to look at the person next to hi m and make sure that ha 
balonged there. !!!hen everyone.e:pressed his grievances. !!!he main one was 
about the ls.l'-of:!' in which on~ one line was being laid of:!' steadily s.nd the 
other one only every two weeks, The ·baeaes gave thom the reason that the 
sets were all reJects. !l!ha workers said it waen1 t their fault becall.se the 
Une was going too fast. 

OM worker suggeated ·that· every line shauld do one. eet and 1! . 
they C<>meT.doiiiL before he'.• finished to :pa:a it on without his work being · 
put in, '111s was the second time the auuostion was made in shape I '""" 1n. 
And; even though they me.y be taken off o't the line·, the spettd oi production 
would go dow. :!:he union said that they could not tell them to do that, 
l!u.t tt was up to the workers themselves. · 

!!!he 'WOrkers. one very 'het day cailed tho shop ete~-ard and told 
him they were going to waJJc: out if they did not get fans. 11ben they were 
about to walk out, the etetmrd discovered that the girln t~ere on t>;'ial. and 
could not walk off. So the gi,..ls called tho bass ovel.' and told him they 
could not wol'k 1d thout fane. 

In one shop in whioh I worked, the U.A.W.-0.1.0. waa .l'~s~ coming 
in to try to O>;'ganbae the plant ltlld called !o" a strike to be racogDized 
by the CO!Up""l!', !rhe UDion celled a meeting fo" the workers to attend. 
About 700 to 800 workers attended. ·~he strike was called for about fifteen 
minutes before 'the time to punch for lunch. Aboat five m1nuteo i:.a:!'ore thia 
time, the UDion stewards - around and said the atrike ""a off. Some of 
the workers who were ready to go Velked out any.~·· The othera, whe were 
very mad, stlliVed in, After that they did not trust this local. 

~ Pepreggion 

!'he. attitude ot the workars towcrd the depression 1s very oleor. 
~hey thillk that the United Stat& a will have a depreaolon in three years or • 
two, Jlach io teylllf: to aa...., soma money for lt, One worl:er who wae laid ~t:r 
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for' a couple ot noll:a and wen~ to collect hU Wlemplopent inaU1'1111CG oaid, 
ao aht otood there on the line '11111 tiDe, ahe bad ouoh a tear ahe could not 
COntrol he:roelt, All IM Could 100 'lf'3rO heraelf and milliO!II Of morti 
people atanding on tto breo.d line. ~he ahopo are bog1nnl.ug to 1111 ort aa 
~ l*'Ple aa pooaibla, Wboa tho verkera get laid ott thq •~~;r it '""''t 
be vaey long 'bataro ¥OU "''Il' ••• them 1oon on the bread line, because Al:l9r1ca 
could nat hold out veey long, 

!!'he lregroeo tear the dQprooaion veey mch, because, t!ltly •ElY, 
they are tho tirct one to be h1t b¥ it. The¥ don't hove as IIUCh mon.-,. ao 
others. Thai~· oolldl.tlono are ....,h poorer in oveey wa,y, They !oel that th<? 
will be tho tirot 0118 to bo hit ey the depreaoion which they think 1a elmoat 
here. 

Some ot the workers ware having a d1oouss1on on the !rrumsn 
~peech about !l!urll:gy and Greeoa. They had a tear that the Third World lfar 
would be within a ;year. And a good wa,y to stop the 1181' would be to p11t 
T1'1>liiBI1 and COIII,PaiiY, and Stalin and oompen;r in one field end let thim shoot 
it out among themaelvea, lnlt to be oure that both aides die<L. The 7eterc.na 
said thay' we-....14 :=t !:!..;ht = ... "' ... - r..:-. lfrk .. y. =uld go into er..other eount~,. 
or upend ton yoaro in Jail, · 

4ttitud,9 Qt !lJla .\!W liK£!t Wt•Eketl 

. The attitude 'ot the iresro wri<era to the vl11 to wrksr boa 
cha:n&ed ,almcat oae llw14red p~rcent . ol.llce .the· begillJilng ot the war. When 
both ,.,rkera tirot il~ted working tos~tller;. at fi>!'st they were v~hl>stile 
to each other. ·The !regia workers vera more lloaUlB to··white workers, · 
because the:r. did DOt tril.at them at all. Aa time 11et:t illong· they biiDome ,,;,;oe 
fdendl;r t011!1>'d.eacb·otlier. !l.'bq began to see tor· themselveo tl>at the 
things llhioll vero tol,d them ey the· boose- or tau&ht them were :o~t :true, tbat 
the. boeoiea' vare. only using :l.t a. a tool to keep down Wages, ete>~ tlu>;y learned 
the;; lzd. to f!,;ht ..: a.·tCa::. or looa the ·Smpo:rtant th1~>g tllet """" 'fighting 
tor. They toimd in''aooiRllife togethel' ~hot ooiDS ot til$ t!!inga they. thcill&ht 
vere cauilng the conflict vas not ·ao •. !l'oda;r. the ·wo.rlter has eil:per1enoo, 
through long tights, that the;r ha:ve to work together in order to tight the. 
'btireaucrata. · · · · · · ,. 

IJuring llrotherhaod Week, this 1naldent hs:ppened 1n TJJ;y shop, ·On· 
Mondq overtbo~ came into the· ehop ezpress1ng their views on brotherhood, 
Zve"10JJG pllt on extra effort to be kind to his tellOif Wl'ker, Then the 
next ds;r eamo, ..Veeything wao veey quiet because that morni~~g on the fioont 
page ot eveey paper,. vas carried the picture of a :ro)ing lregro IIIBD who VM 
beaten, atoned, k:a1fed and whipped by a group· ot vhi to men in South Carolina. 
Then I aalced vas that the reailon· to" their being so qu:l.et'. They alowl:r then 
begNI to diaouea the sit:uatlon ot what bad happened. I 1111ked ~ d1dn1 t 
'1111 do oomething about :i.t. So eveeyon• .signed a petition and sent 1t to the 
lt..A .. A. C,P. . · 

.After the tl'iGl ot the lj'llohsro, both the wh1 te elld the Nel!:l'O 
workers diaoueaed u. !l.'hq cald it WOil wh1 tevaahed by the state. ' ~:r au!. d 
that the Judge· and the ~ury ahould have been picked by the pooplo Md not 
ar., those in office because thel! were all pick:od by oue ano.ther and were 
p1'eJudioe4. :Doth tho vilite arid the Negro workeZ'I said th1o; !!he¥ aloo IIBIIted 
a lev pua11d to pl'event all l)'llching both of llh1 te an<l. aolorsd, to be .PUt 110t 
onl;y in Borthern States wt alao 111 the Southern Stateo; eepecially .in the 
.SOU'hern States. It aeema t~ me that thia brought the lrogro end Wl!!.te wrkera 
~ U,-.t:a.o. a'l.,_. toseu-• - &arail iW.IIs · · . . . . • · 
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.•. LABOR ;uiD .;QCIJ;TY 

-1-

WllOR ANIJ SOCI1TY 

" ••• the key to the understand
ing of the whole history of 
society lies in ~he historical 
development of labor." 

--F. ~ngels: Ludwis 
Feuerbach 

I. The concept of Labor 

Labor has been decisive in the evolution of man. 
( 1.) Historicul materialism t:rf<ce& a progres,;ive development 
in tl\e course of human from lower to higher stages, 
which has asserted i 1:self seeuing e.cciden ts and 

retrogressions. , 

C+'\.-oc:-.... "-·~''"" !:lOde or production 
and production relatioru;, oroatcd tho conditions for a now 
social order. ., 

The evolution or man from lower to highor •tagus takes 
place by mc.ans or tho developing process of labor. Labor has 
trans!'ol'Llcd thu nli 1:ural condi 1:ions or human uxis·&,mcc. into 
social ones, In primitivo communlsm labor was a·mod.: of a.t<l:t
activity, th~ .crcutivo runc1:ion of man, which st.::mm<-d f.rolil his 
natural capacities and rurth<Or dc.:vGlopcd. his naturul 'Calc.nts. 
In his contact \lith nature, primitiv~ man, dcspih th.o limit
c.tions of his ~owlcdgc, exercised not only hio lubol' po\vpr 
but hie judgm(..nt us woll, H<0 thuo dc.:vwlopod himself rmd nuturo. 
The 'mothc:-d of incr~using th.: p_roductivi •Y. o1' nr.10uro through . 

. h~n activity r~sult~d in th.: rurth0r d0v~lopmcnt of ~n. But 
freedom o.nd hi~;toric init:htivc of' ·lll!;n could not i'urth~r tho 
progr.:.s~; of l!l<lnkind un'&il mnn ho.d l.::<:rncd to mc.st~r · n:c turo,' · 
It is tru.:. th~- t uudvr pruniti vo communism tho producors \~ere 
lllr.stcrs of production ,,nd of th<> pl'oducts of their l<.bor, but 
prodUCtion Wl!S carried on in sUCh nr.rrow limits ns m.;:r~ly to 
procreate b"roly solf-aust:::ining units.· ~o limit~d e produc
tion could not thrust h=nity forwc.rd. The socid division 
of' 1::.oor w"s tho.. noccssnry pr.::r..:Y.uisito in molding tlilturo to 
mc.n'a will end cruc.ting naw produotivll forcGs, Howov"'r• this 
undcr.minod tho collcctivu n· •. •uro of production ::nd c.ppropriut1on. 
Produc.:.rs no longer consumed dirwctl:r wh:n thuy Pl'Oduco..d, and 
thuy lost control ov.-1· .tho produc'&s of th~ir labor •. 

(!) ",,.to±' the soci,:list m:.n the whol.:l so•c:.ll"d history of 
tho world is none othc:.r th :n th~ production of m·:n through . 

humi:.n l~bor, or .Mr.:rx; Priv,\tO Prop arty o.nd Qommunl.sm. Archives 
of M"rx :::nd Jr.ngcls. liusei n, Vol. XII: :·lao Gorm::n, 
,GoaQIJito.usgr.bc., Ab10 II, Bd. III. (Now r.v:.ilr. blc in English 
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tr·.nsl•: tion. ) 

(1) Labor in class aociotias 

With the division of labor - thu most monstrous of which 
is the division between mental and manual labor - alas•· societier. 
arose. The separation or intellectual and physical labor sten~s 
in the way of man's full development, Hence labor in class 
societies - whether that be the slave, feudal, or capitalist 
order - no longer means the free development of the physical 

and intellectual energy or man, Tho product or his labor is 
alienated from the laborer, and his very mode of labor becomes 
an alien activity. Labor is no longer voluntary but compulsory, 
It has ceased ·to be "the first necessity of living" and has be

come a mere means to life, It has become a drudgery man must per
rormto earn BnV:ing, and not a mode of activity in which he 
realizes his physical and mental potentialities, He is no long
e.r interested. in the development of the l:l!1 teriul productive 
rorces, and, in fact, these productive forces seem ~o develop 
indGpendently of him. Lubor bas b~come a means of creating 
w~alth tilld "is no long<lr. grown. tog"ther.wi th tbu individ'ual in~-" 
to ·one particular destination," ( 2) 

Labor in class societies bas· taken the form or one of 
three types of servitude : (l). outright slavery, (ll) serfdom; . 
and (3) wage slavery• The mode of labor corresponds to the raode 
or production, Slave labor used the rudest nnd.hcaviest im
plements and w.as ted tho soil, Improved methods of cul ti va ting 
the land led to"·tiie-iiubstt'tution or serf ror 91o.vo labor. How.
evor, both under slavery and sertdom tlie d~vclopment or tho 
productive forcea was on a low level, the economy w::~s stagnant, 
end tho modo or activity of tho direct producer was limited by 
a crude ihstrument of pro'duction. Hence o.ny Uberation achiev
ed by ~n individual sluve or sorr could not omanoipate him 
:from tb& limitation cf thflt crude instrument or production, 
Even in freedom they rem:>lnod bound by tho r~s trio ted mod<.· of 
activity imposed by that crude in~tr.ument, Eaoh mc~n•s partio
ul&r .labor <.ncl necessary·. tools or his craft · buc!!llle bis own 
:;>roporty but· the necessity to protect the laboriously <'.CC!uirod 
skill led to the formntion or guilds, HGnc~ tho social relat
ions in the city where the refuge" warts escc.ped imitr!ted tho· 
reudc.l form of orgcni?.ation prevailing in th~ country,· "The 
instrument or. production booame their propurty," Mr1rx sums up, 
"but they thomsol vus remr..ined determined b:r the. division of 
lcbor and tboir own instrument of production," (3) 

Tho multitude or productive forces ~vailablu to mon 
dc.terminer. the. mcturc. or their society. Man is ossentially .• 
tool-mckiug animc.l cnci th•J process of tho production ot t.io 
~teri~ lire, tho procus~ of lubor, moc.ns th~proooss or tho 
growth <Jt: the Pl'oduc ti vu forces t:nd his colll!llnnd over nn turc. , ./ 
"Industry," uxpluined Marx in V 
"is tho uctunl historic~l r~ln:i1;;~~~~~~ 

''- therefore or tho nuturul sci.,noos to mun," Tho industrinl 
revolution, tho progroas of n:,turr.l scionco and the gvnerr:l 

toobnologionl udvnnco oo rovolutionizcd thv modo of produc~ion 
thnt finally tbore r::roso " br.:sie for u :;ruo freedom, not only 

(2) Marx: Critique B( Political ~cono~y, p, 299 
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freedom from exploitc.tion, but trGcdom froJ:I went. TromoniloU3 · 
progress bLs been uchiovod, but the productive forces which 
huVG been developed by tho bourgocis mode of production have 
ulso been h~rneased ~d fettor~d by bourgeois production rc
luti0ns which h~ve resulted in 1~~1r •a enslavoment to oepitul. 
Technology has progressed so fer that genernl wont does not 
reign out of the nature of production but buonuso of th& pro
duction relu tion. It becomes nacassnry t<> put :.ll1 end t·1 thll:t 
reloticnship tc mcke it possible tor the natura or production 
to assart itself'. 

(2) Labor in socialist scciety 

Production ia no longer limited by a crude instrumGnt, 
nor does a orude inatrument restrict the activity of man as it 
did in pre-capitaliat societies, even when it was his property, 
were man to appropriate the modern machines of' production, · 
that would open up limitless vistas for the development of' man 
himaelt, for it would be on such a high material base that the· 
intellect of the masses could combine with th~ir powers 8lld 
truly lay the tesis for a new mode ·or life. G:bus the approp
riation or the totality of the instruments of produ-:tion "is j 
nothing mo:ro than the dev<3lopment of· the individual capa11it1as 
corresponding to the material instruments of production. The / 
appropriation of n totality or instl'Ulllents is for this ·very 1 · 
reason, the devlopment of a totality of capc.oi ti<>s in tho i 
individuals themselves." (4) · . 
Thc.t is the henrt of the problem, b~o.l'usu .the dcvelopBJUent of 
mnn•s capacities me::ns the re-establishment of solf-activity on 
a gigonticc.lly higher hfstoricc.l so!lle und the "abolition"' o~ 
labor. 

Because of the class content of tha \.ord,. l::bor, l.lnr::c, · 
·in his e-arly works, never us-.d the term to describe uhil mode ot. 
activity in sociulist aociaty. He wrote, not of the 6lll'll1Cip- . 
at.ion of lnbor, but of: l.ts "abolition". In the histol'l.cr:l · 
ciroumstanc.e:s of the complete separotion or· 111UnUul t1·om me.ntal 
lc.bor, he stressed men· c"n become mt1ster of hiinaeJ.r, not · 
through the development of: labor, but through its uboihition. 
Hence the prolatarion.reyrJlution is not only the revolutionary 
appropriation or the totol~.ty or the ins~ruments of production 
but is directed ag!linst the vory mode of activity undar 
capitalism, and ".does away with lc.bor," (5) 

Mc.rx did not abandon this concept of' lr. bor when he. 
abandoned the use of the philosophic te:l'lll, s&lf'-activity, und 
began, in iiie lr.ter works, to apu!lk of the. emancipation of 
labor. For lubor il!l socialist society wus in no mcnner what
ever to be the type of octivity us under o:witalism wher.e man• a 
lubor io limited to the oxervis~ or his physical labor power. 
No, labor in socinliat society would both~~ or activity 
.us in primitivo cOIIIII'lnism. Tho division b~twa"n munuul unci 
mental labor would be abolished ,md tho two uspoots of labor 
thus united would make it possible for ~trooly ussociutcd men" 

\.. consciously to plan production, nnd what would •lsstlrt itself 

Pcge 2 • (3) Llnrx; Tho Gannon Ideology, p,67 
(4) Ibid, PS•_!~. (5) Ibid, p 69 ( 
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.h<o new .roo e of ao~.v ... ty w ,. area a t e ·new typo 
socialist man. 

II. The Concept of PropertY . . . . 
· "All science ,"'ou1CI bo supeM'lous 

t
f the appee~ance1 the form, and 
he 11/lture ,or things ilete wholly· 
denticolo •1 · · --x. Merxi Capitol, Vol.III 

A great advance in tho evo11.1tion dir .political economy 
as a science was lllade when the source of. wualth wus rcoognized 
to be not in objects outsl.da or mnn•-prooicius motels or the 
earth-- but in the r•.mcoion or man, tliat is, the mn.n•s labor 
was the souroe or privata property, How is it, than, that the 
living embodiment or l~bor, tho loborer1 continues to romoin 
poverty-stricken and the products or his labor ore not his 
"pri vc te property"? Here the clc.ssiCit~l economists could of'hr 
no unawer end marely tried to p~oiry the laborer by stating 
bh4la~\1~ ~.~t:flf!:llf',r-, und pdintil18 to hitl "rrcodom". 

~7 li'clvate Property and Comnunism 
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They were limited by their bourgeois horizon and labore4 "to 
puri!'y economic relations from their feudal blemfshes." (8) 

"When man speaks or private property, he believes he 
has only to deol with a tact outside man," wrote the young 
Marx in 1844, "When man speaks or l.a bor, he has to dea:l 
directly with man·. This new posing or the quesuion already 
includes its resolution."(!!) But ae we saw, that new rormul•· 
ation ot the question slready involves tha sol~Ation. tlot when 
the bourgeois economist tackled the problem, but when 

did. 

labor, 
is opposo<l 

hia predicament. or lloing doainated by. a product or his own 
labor. He rebels aguinst th13 mode or lnbor and thus bocomas 
tho grav~ digger of bourgeois private property. Privet~ 
property thus contains within itself tho seed of its own dis
integration. It is tor that reason that the c~cssiccl economist, 
limited by the concepts of eluaa which blurred hi& vision us 
to the historic nature of the oopit~list mode or production, 
could· not·pl~Se the problem to the end, and toiled to aoe thnt 
the living embodiment ot the source of weo.lthj tho lc.boret, 
would bring lo a head and ,to c.n end :Ul tho contrn.dictions in'
hcrent in pr vote property. 

:i:n ul:tud toot, ~t.ot<i ltlurx; bom•gec:l.a pri vu te · p~ope1·ty 
is net priv-"te pl'operty o11 nll, but is bused on ~he o:xpioop- , 
ric.tion of tho peasants; ort!sans; ih. general on ,:t;ht> l.bolitiorl 
of the method of production resting on pri v<.~te property_ot

1 
'tlld 

direct ~r~yoerflaon his conditi,ens of production and ildeve pp!l 
to the e ee t t this p;rivate property and the method of 
production based on it is abolished •. '' ( le) ·Thus the very basis 
of capitalist production is exproprl.avion of the .. el1'-uo..;,ad 
pr.i.vate property of the direct· produ<;!er, It is the ''free" · 
(propert;v2eos) laborer that creates ·tho "private proportY'' of 
the capitalist and it is he who sharpens the inherent contra
dictions o:f capit.alist ·private property .that will rend it ' 
asunder. 

The machine age· demanded the abolition of privata 
property; the full development or the productive forces will 
achieve the true abolition or property, o.lthough, "in the f'il'st 
instance" this has taken the contr:~.d:!.ctory form of capi te.list 
private property. Tho juridical notion that this is really 
private property is at complete variauco with the bourgeois 
production relations. hole l conco ts of rivato ro art , 
which s rawl across soo c es are o.s etcro eneous as t a 

e es naro t st. Under OQ1 tul sm, furthermore, 
phy, P• X 

(9) Alienatoa Labor·-Economio ~hilosophioal Manuscripts, now 
available in English trunslotion 

(10) ArChives or Marx-Ensols, II (VII) P. 263 
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every ph:~so in the ciovolopm.;;nt of industry hne c.ltcrcd thu lc;r.:ll 
concepts of private property. The manufacturer thinks of it 
as the legal title he has to the factory he runs. ;:he financier 
thinlcs of it as "a bundle or expectations which have a market 
value."lll) It is not the legal concepts, not the a~rearanoea 
of property that interest ua. It is the na turo er 11 vate 
property, which scientific socialism has investigated .to the 
end, that is of primary importance. In reducing private pro
pert:! to labor and labor to man, i,;arx got behind the legal 
rictfon or propert[ ownership to the hnrd reality o~ tho 
activity of man an the roiatJ.cna or man In product>.on. 

Th~ ~rxian concept of property stroseoe the radt that 
rrom thu vury outset. thu 911!~ion of labor has mu~t the divis
ion of the condi tiona of lc. bo1·, of tools and uatcrials. From 
tho nomont that tht> product of his labor did not belong to the 
direct producer, men beoamo .. an "object" tor hirl<iclt. That is 
.to say, '·'the objeCt Which he himSelf hal>· cre .. ted. bY .. his activity 
was ~omething-outside of hill b~cause i., was appropriated by 
another who ·had power over him. As as there exists "powers 
over individuals", wrote Marx in vate 
property must exist." 
posal over the labor 
ed ao diversely under capitalism that 
"bundle Of OxPecta tions" in the .form Of 
power is still the power of disposing,.or in 
position or, the lAbor of others. 

It is impossibie for. a Liarxis.t to di scues property 
forms, of even production :rela;;ions without knovltng the state 
of production, Marx attributed such great im~ortancc to the 
multitude. of. productive force:; e.ccessibl<: to man that ho 
practica,lly discounted 'llhe forms of property ownership. In 
and of itself, without a high stage .or industrial dcvc;Iopment, 
a chango from private to communal ownership v;oulci be barren of 
historic signifi•anco. "Lacking any mato0rial basis arid resting 
on o. purdy theoretic found·ation, it would be e. mr..rc ·freak ·snd 
1!10Uld end in nothing more than a monastic economy," 

. So insistent was Marx in stressing that the mode of 
production-was· crucial, to tho fo'1·m of propel'lty, that he spoke 
of "communal private property" when ho described anaiont state 
ownership, for it was "only as a community that the citiz,ms 
hold power over their laboring slav~s and· on this aocount alone,· 
therefore, they are bound to th<> form of eommunal ownership." 
( 12) Thus communal ownership in and or i ts;;lf do•oa not d~noto 
a nnw, non-private prop3rty .;pooh.. It is only wh<m colloct. 
ivist pxoperty arises under highly dcvclopod industrial oondit

.iono that it oe.n donoto the now coll~ctivist epoch whore soc
iety will not ba countcrpoacd to the individual and th~ total
ity ot tho instrumt>nts of production will b~ controll~d by all 
and be made "subject to each individual." (13) 

(ll) Borl~ and Moans: Modern Corporation and Priv.to ~ropurty 
(l2l 'The German Id!!olqcy , p. 9 
\ ~ iliA. p. 67 
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For llurll: tho abolition or pri vu to prope1•ty waa no't an 
end in itself but a means toward the abolit~on or the alienated 
mode or labor. He did not sopara'&u ono rrom tho othar. Ho -
never tired or stressing that what was or primary importance 
was not thb form or property but tho mode or production: ovury 
modo or production oroates a corresponding form or proporty. 
~ to sec mystury in 'tho origin of propurty; that is to say, 
to transform the relations of production into a mystery -- is 
that not," asks A;arx ot J?roudhon, "to rc.nounoo all pretensions 

to economic sciuncol••••in each historic epoch property is 
differently d,;volopod and in a stori~a of so·cial r<>lations 
entir9ly differont• Thus to dcfl.no bourgeois property is noth
ing other than to explain all tho socibl relations of bourgeois 
production." (H) 

B: ROLL OF LJ.cOrt IN A ll,;hl~ SIJ.TE 

l• Tho Farty and the Tradg Upions 

October raised tho qu~stion or workers' rul~ from an 
abstract plane '&O concrete reality. Octobor "as the first 
historical instance whon the workers no'& only gained powor but 
held it. In retaining power the J;ussian workors furnishGd tho 
er~atost l.iving laboruto:ry o:r tho working.uochunism o:f.a pro
letarian stat~. Tho work~rs had achiovad the revolution in 

: t~~:ir~u;~~~~i=!~ t~~e w~~~~~!s ~i: ~~w~~~ w~~u~~l:~~w!~t ~~~ · · 
· :pl!otractod civil war·' und intornutional· count or-revolution 
which l~:ft them u ruined industry. How. cotUd the trunsi tiono.l 
state achieve tho long-rnnge nim of ust;:blishing !l cl:tsslosa 
society? How would •labor assort its mcst~ry over· tho economy 
:utd in tho state? \Vh.".t o:ffoct would tho int.;;rn,:oi..,n:.l oopito.l-
1st onairclwont .. u::.cort ,ovar the ·economy? How to. :rubuild thr.t 

. economy? 

TheRussi:m trade unions were y<;>ung orgtcniz'"tiono;. Thoy_ 
hald their first n:ltion-wido cnngrGsc · c.i'teor thu r.ovolution. 
Tlioy hc.d v .!lihntly pc.rticipr·,tod in tho:roVoluticn "-nd ·rolt cc•n
fident or their rolo in thc·workcrs st:l.to thoy .holp0d to .. ostn.b- · 
iish' · ':hc resolution pnssGd nt. th.:.ir first cengress hold in J' 
1918 thus defined their t.:sks: "to pr.rtioip,;t~ ,m,ost onorget- · . 
ioclly in ;·.ll the cdministrc.tivo ·dopertmcnts of production, 
org::~nizc; 1. ~ .. bor bo. !:rds of ct>ntrcl, r.)gi.·str-:ti·~n r.nd .distribution . 
.of l'1bor, tho cxehr.nga <Jf lc.bcr b<.;tW~.on thu vill~.g" o.nd the 
city; to fight agc.inst s:c.bct,.bc und establish ool!lplctc lr.bor. 
cc~pcdt:oti~n ::nd disoipline. 11 (15)· . . · ... 

Tho :&uasir.n Ccllll!lunist p:·.rty (R.CiP.) wclo .'med tho pc.r
ticipc:ti-,n =>f ·the tt 'de unions in tho .mc:n:~g.:m~nt •Jf tho ac:;nomy, 
With:;ut Which thoy Cr.Uld' n.>~ bt:.VO iJurviVudj .md ill thuir prO"' 
gr'llll01919.) str.>ssod the rc.ct thr,t tho pi!t'tiaipdi.-,ri :J! tho · · 
tri!de uni:.ns "is :·,t tho a:Jn,;, time tho ohiuf m.:>·.:ns c:f struggle, 
<:gr. ins t th<; bUrC(lUOratisnti:.n of the CO ·m ;JUio' ::J.)p;-.I".:tus :;f 
Scviot power :.nd crclltcs the possibility f•,r th~ ro'll po:;plus 1 

"'nti'<>l. nvcr tho re:sults .1f pr.,ducti··n, '1(16) 

.... 

0: nfcrcnocs. :r R.o.P. 
tho rvsc:l. rr :o tho v"ry 
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Novorthoidae imm~di .. p ... ly utter tho cc"suti .n ,f the 
civil war the R.c.P. w•.s ell!llteh by- u 't1clcnt dispute wor tho 
role of tho trade unions :\n u w:>rkors stt~to. P1·ociso1y h~w 
shoUld the workers participate in the management of the economy 
was the ~asis for the controversy. Trotsky said: statity the 
trade unions. .shlyapnikov demanded: turn the management of the 
entire economy over to the trade unions. Lenin's solution was: 
let the trade unions. continue to defend the interests of the 
workers While drawing the workers •to a man" into the manage
ment of the economy, but turn the unions into "schOols of 
communism.• These leaders-- Lenin, Shlyapnikov and Trotsky 
(later joinad ~Y Jlukharin) -were the chief disputants J.n the 
l92D-l trade union controversy. 

The concept of the his~orical development of labor had 
found a t~sting ground. The trade union disputo has b?th 
historic and immediate importance because a comprehension cf 
tho contesting viewpoints is indispensable t0 a correct revol
utionary orientation toward tho sixth of tho world wh~sc 
singular torm·ot combined d~velopment hc.s wrc-ught such confus
i~n in the revolutionary ~vcmcnt. 

II. La~n7 Trotsky, and .ShlY~pnikov 

The trade. union dispute related, in part, to the.:f'unot-, 
ioning of the Cectran--the merger of the Central Committees ot 
the Railway· end Water Transport \fcrkers Unions -which was 
established in order to·taoilitate the restoration ot railroad 
transportation.· Comrade Trotsky was charged with the respons
ibility o:f'_putting the complete~y ruined railroad system into 
efficient-operating order. Extraordinary measures were adopted 
to execute the plan. ·The reader will r .. ::oll that for the yea.r. 
1922 the statistical Abstract ot the.u.s.s.R. revealed the 
disintegration of' the entire economy with the exception of 
electricity nnd railroads. T~e railroads, in particular, showed 
phenomennl growth, tram 59 thousand kmts. in 1~13-to ?1 
thousand in 1922. This wo.s mc.da poosible· trucough the efficient 
work of the Cectrnn. · However, the comt:unist fr<>ction of the 
w~ter Workers Union accused the Cectrun of bundling the job 

. bureauorotict.llY and of unnecessarily disrcgurding normal 
democrutic methods or trade union work. The dispute developed 
into one ret:.:.rding the role or the trtcdc unions"in" workers . 
stu to. 

1. Trotsky's position 

Trotsky contended that the trnda unions h"d u very 
limit&d po.rt to ploy in a. work~rs st~t~ - put up its candidates 
tor economic posts and to carry on production propaganda. • 
"No further p&rspectives are open to it," road the first draft 
of Trotsky's thesis. (l?) 

In elaborating his point of view before tho plenum 
of the Ceotran held December ? ,191!0 1 Trotsky explained : "We 

we ao.y to tho working 
inc;J.uded in the book 
tho l'th part¥ 

This 1noludea all con-
union disputG. 
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masses: tost us but assimilate new criteria. Previously you 
had need of loaders who could be good defondurs or your int0r
aste during times of atrikos. Now you huvo noed or propagand
ists, builders, organizers, i.e. they should raise the product
ivity of labor." (18) 

Tt,ese idees he ropca.ted in his th~ais as it wns fin
c.llY worked out: '"rue task of nn organization oi' labor in a 
workers state cc.n havo only a production basis end :tim. By 
thom.•elvas the methods of democracy within the trade unions, 
witrout ch~nging the situation end. tho rolo or tho "trade 
unl.cns in c work.,ra str.tu,do not resolve tho question nnd do not 
poT""L.~~~~~~ wn:r c.u.j:,; of the. crisis ••• our platform is one or pro
&!.~1,22!! nonto:ested to. one or trade unionism. Workers democracy 
knc··~c no i"et~al:ism. It knows only rovolutJ.onar:r e:xpedienoy." 

(19) ~n,, ravolutionary expediency, Trotsky concluded, de
manded ohe ste.tifics.tion of the trade unions. 

·2. Lenin's reply 

Lenin vigorously attacked Trotsky's thesis. First or 
all; thero was no point in speaking of a workers state as an 
abstraction; in.the paroicular workers state, the doviet Union 
they had "the reality or the transition.". The dictatorship 
was not something static, composed or constant and inflexible 
rules, There are oonst~~t reciprocal influences and adjust-
ments between the lll!lsses and the state,: betwllen the tredll unions, . 
and the messes. It was necessary to examine the trade unions · 
in a workers state "from the point of view of the transition 
from c&pitalism to. socialism". "It is impossible to effoct 
thc; aJ.u:.atorship," Lenin ·oold tho Collllllunist traction of the 
Eigth sccviet Congress ( 20), "without having u mumber of 
• trll.nsmii!:slon belts' from the vunguurd ·to. thu musses of the 
advanced clllss, and from the latter to the musses or the toilers •• 
t1w Pr,rty, so to spouk, absorbs into itaclf the vnngut~rd of the 
proletariat o.nd the VungU<:<I'd GffCC"&S the diOt;u"&orship Of ·the 
P.rolec;urict. Without r. found<,tion like tho trcd~ unions the 
dec t-: tox·ship comnot be; off~c tad •• , Thus wo g.o-r. '·'s it wuru c. 

. system 01' Jne;wlw,ls; ;Lnd such is the mech'-'nism of the v~ry 
roundntiori or· tho dictutorship of ·the proleturiut,· of tha very., 
essence of the transition frnm oupitc.lism to .canmunism." 

. Had Tx·otsky looked at tho "ro:lli ty or tho trunsi tion", 
Lenin insisted, and not been 11 c::.rricd uw::>.y by int~llectual 
tr~lk or c.bstrnct c.rguments", he would have s~on th"t tho soviet 
Union WllS not o. "pure" workGrs st<lto, but u st::to in whir:h, 
first, the peusc.ntl'Y predominn"&od, und, :l'urthurmorc, it wr.s 
bureauorc.tioully di .. torted. "Our presont so(!tc is such th•lt 

(18) Ibid 
(19) .~he Rolo and Tc.sks or tho Trade Uni9~• included in the 
soma l.lo~itod by Z:!.no•riev as montionod • .Uso included us 
AJ>pendix ~lo.- 10 to the l.iin-.Itl=ts, of 'J.~L.!!ifl.92~~8:'::.!:'it~, ln Ruas:lun. 
(::o) Thio speech, along v:ith two c;;;;v.r c1' hi11 l!"lin apocchce on 
the tx·,;do union disputoJ '\re includod l.n Selected. WorkR (l.f t.onin, 
Vol,U where the English ruc:dol's ctm i'incCiiiam-;··-;.~na""Iwill 
therefore m!lke no further rorerences to thom. Whero quotations 
~ro to.l<An .:l'ml.l.ct.har "ourc•Js I 'Nill ll!•)ntion them. 
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the entirely orgnnized proletariat must protect i~selt ~d we 
JIIIUit utili:!:e the worlters orgrulizations r•r the purpcsu or 
protecting the workers ~rom their own e;ate und in order th~t 
the workers moy protect our state," 

I1' the workers wore to be the rulers in their own 
state, their co~cious pnrticiR{tion in the management or the 
economy ond of t e state was q ntosscntlol.. If tho workers 
were eventually to concentrate in thoir own h!lnda the IIILltugo~ 
ment ot the entire aoonomy--nnd that is what the l'arty pragram 
cLlled tor-prolonged, hard, orgcnizational work hnd to be 
onrried on. If the trade unions were to train the masses tor 
~hia etsantiQ ta&k, they onnnot be mere orga~ of coercion; 
they must be "schools· of communiss." It >he v::ng1.1aril p!ll"tY is 
to prove its leud<>rship in rc.c'oit must be the ugit.'ltor, tho 
propagandist, r::.ther than the administr~toro "Oomrude Trotsky' a 
tundo.mento.l mistclke lies precisely in that he npproached (or 
more correctly, rushed at) the v~ rucstions be himself raised 
in hie pomphle~plntform as an ~ n strntor, whereas ho could 
and shota,.d ho.ve o.pproa.ohed tbepe questions oxc1usi vely ns n 
pro pugandis to" 

:Production problema ct.nnot be solved tor the workers. 
themselvea-,-i,! the :transitional stute w"s to .Dii"""transitioncl · 
to aociol.ism and not to n "return backwards". It· was imperm
issible ~or Marxists eclecticnlly to sop~rnte oconomiCSfrom 

politioa and oounterpose production to domocr::cy, "Trotsky 
::Ild Bukharin make it nppoar that they are concerned cbout in.;. 

ore::.sing pl'Oduction wherees we are only concerned ::bout rormul 
democracy. This presentation is wrong bc,cuuae the onlY we.y · 
the ~~t~tter stands {und it is the only way tho. !Dutter~ atund 
:t'rom th~ Marxist point .of ·viow) is that .without a prop.er pol
itlocl appraaob the given class cannot maintain ita rule and 
consequentl,l oannot tiolve its own pradJiction p:rob~" 

Lenin indefatigably reminded his comradow that "Svery 
poJ.iti:al. superstructure in gon~·;u(which is Inevitable until 
classes have been abolished, until a classless society has been 
created) in the last analysis is determined by the produotion 
relations prevailing in the given society," And production 
relations should be the crucial concern both of the party and 
the trade unions. The trade unions must not merely discipline 
the worker but urge and train them to administer. U~\esa the 

.workers were "to a man" to menage the economy and direct tho 
sto.te 1 socialism \\Ould remain "only a wish," 

3. Sb1Yapnikov's position 

so fur aa Shlyapnlkov wna concerned, neither Trotsky's 
nor Lenin's. position lightea the path to tho futur~ society. 
To try to c~oose between themwo.s like trying to distinguish 
between 'l'Weedledum und Twaedledee, Tho rer~ road of the 
deepening of the revolution wo.s not through atatitying the 
trode unions, nor wc~s it by turning the tr.:do unions into 
"schools of communism". Ruther tho pnrty itself neodod to be 
proleturianized. In thu resolution ot' the workers Opposition 
(S.b.l.::,rlpnikov' a ruction) wns included the dem:m!!: · 11:E.'Vory YD<lr 
euoh meml>~~j.". th<' J1art31 must do three lllOnthe ot z:1anunl labor.,.. 
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(21) Rc.tber th!ln atatifying tho tr:;do unions, o. correct alog.~n 
would be : "Unionise tho state"• 

The only co,;:orcct roud ror tho prolct,.rh•n at~te to to.ko. 
wus to turn over tho entire munugament or tho economy to tho 
producers themnelves. His thesis reed: "ThCJ orguniz:1tion of 
the m~nagcmon' of the nation:1l economy is tho fUnction of tho 
All-Russinn Congress or Producers organized in· industrial 
unions which elects bodies to munage the wholu of tho n::: tion:ll. 
economy of the republiuo" 

4. Lenin, the re~list 

Lenin hit out against Shlyapnikov' s unroclistic, 
nnarchist.1c upproueh to the probloms thct confronted tho 3uun~ 
worker state. It is true, ho contended, that it W<.s wrong of 
Trollsky to =ke an C'.bstruction of the workers sto.te. i3Ut it 
wr.s even more wrong :ror Shlyapnikov to nbstruct the work..:rs 
st!.te, und treot the probJ.en of tho soviot.!Union as those ot 
a claRsless society. The proletariat stotc was a naw society, 
but a new society thut issued from ·tho womb of cupitulism. 
The aov~et Union.consiat~d not or producora in ganorn1, but ot 
workers und pcoaants. It had to monagL the economy not on).y of 
industry, but ot agriculture us ono singltl economic unit und 
thus f~gbt ogoinst cupitalist survivnla. A tusk more difficult 
thon tho overthrow of the bourg<loillic was tho estubJ.iebmont of 
a new mode ot production, th~ subs~itution of lurge-aoale 
socialist pro.duction for· copit,.l.ist und petty-boul'goois pro·· 
duction oon "lone serve as· the doopast source of strength tor 
victory over the bourgeoisie nnd tho sola guarantee of tho 
durabiJ.ity end pormunenoo of this victo·ry." Only 
the now mode of production will bring about ll now mcde of lnbcr 
r..nd thus the ubolition of the division b~twcen m:mu'.!l :llld · 

.mental lubor. Only then (but that wr.s c. task not tor r. dr:y 

.but prolonged over ~1ny ·yellrs) will it be permissible to speak 
of producers 'in genor"l• tor than 1110 will hnvo· a c1asal.ess 
society. At . the timo it was !lilo.rchistic--'nnd thu6 di.d not 
solve the problem or labor in a \\'orkers stc:te, but brought 
:rurther chaos .to 1.t,..-to spocl!: of "u congress of producers"' 
munnging the economy. :Prolonged work in truining tho ~sees, 
w::.s necesaury, und in this training the tr<'.de ·unions should 
act us "schcola of cOilllllunism", before the mussoa could uctu::Ul:; 
concent~te· "in their hands the.man~gement of tho WbD&o nation-
al econo!:ly. tl . n -

A rouliatic approach to tho problem would 8how·thet 
the 'f\Orking mochunis.c of· tho oxiating prolot:~ri!ln state woe 
complicated by tho fact t:hut tho prolat:1ri:1t took power in o. 
backward industrial st11te in \\hieh tho peo.a~t no.ssca pre
pandora tod ovor the Pl'Ole.t!lri"n nuoloua tho. t had. furtho:L' 
bean docimuted by revolution c.nd protr11otod civil wur. In
duatria1 production was down to ono"eovontb of ~913 1 end only 
one-haJ.f of tho workel's aaployod then wore employed in 1920. 
~ny ot tho Rod A~:r non wuro returning to the country. Do" 
nobilization or the oroy oven hcd brought about acne b:1nditisn, 

incl. in book edited by 
'Ol"o nco o l.'l• 
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It wus necessary, rirst or nll, to have .lll, ~ccnocy and 
•rocraute" the praletaria.t, It wa:; necesli&;t'y, eecondly, to· 
train the proletariat in the manegement ot,the soonomy and in 
the direction or the state, authlessly Lenin opposed the syn
dicalist deviation or Shlyapnilrov who woul.d 'llransfer the 
management or branches oft indust~ into the hands or the masses 
ot non-Party workers. It was.tru& that the dictatorship coUld 
not be ettectedwithout a foundation like the ~rade unions, 
which were "transmission belts" trom the vanguard or the pro• 
letariat to the wide masses. But the motive power or those 
tranllllliusion belts i.e the vanguard party Hoel:t:'. 

'' c. The Trade Unions and the NEP 
' Lenin's point or view won the day at the lOth Congress 

ot the R,c.P. A correct approach to the masses, as examplitied 
in the trade union resolution which stressed drawing the masses 
into managing the ecouomy; could not, however, solve the pri
mary probiem-ot "having" an ;conomy. Few of the enterpr1Bes 
were operating, Now the enemy was qot a band of White Guards 
as aiL ·&ed by the interllll tional bourgeoisie. "The enemy," wrote 
Lenin with his usual frankness und perspecaoity, "is every-day 
econolllics in s small peasant country with u ruined largo-scale 
industry." Tbe young workers state a·o uld not lift i1:self · ou~ 
by its own boo~atraps, particularly as· it. didn •t huve uny 
boots. A retreat was necessary. ~he NEF was udop~ed. 

Immediately following the adoption of tho NEf, the 
llth oon:t:orence or the fi.C;,li'. adopted a resolu•ion which de
f'ined the tr.sk or the Party in rclutiotl to the tr~do unions 
as requiring "a more decisive drawing. in or the trade unions· 
and through thli'lll ot.the mnssos to the resolving or the problems 
or organization and management in production. rt Trotsky ob
jected to' this postulate r.nd ,repeated his objections to the 
congress following .the coni'erence. His position wus that tho 
transition to u. markot oconomy "excludes·. the !JOBeibility or 
practical participation or the trade. unions in tholllT-.nagemont 
or the enterprises.• (22) The new t'r!lde union resolution stuted. 

· openly thnt grunting or capitulist concessions olid concentration 
ot power in the bends or the i'aoto:cy mano.gi.lmeiit oxcludo;d in
terference by the Crade unions. But it also stressed that." it · 
would be completely incorrect to interpret this .undisputed 
t~th as. a denial of participation or .tho trade unions in tho 
sooi~list organization of industry and in thu management of' tho 
economy." ( 23) 

The trade union reHolution at the 11th congress wns 
adopted unanimously. However, ~rotskY was curiously motivated 
in voting tor it. "Daily maneuvering," ho explained, "is 
~bsolutaly !nccmpatible not only with tho lc~dorphip but with 
practical oonftlol or the trado unions over thu prnctic.1l daily 

(22) MinuteH of llth Congress R.C,P., P• 286, Russian 

(23) It 1a significant ot the slnnderoua attitude of tho soobl 
Re'YOluttoAia1!JI to tho workarl: stnto, that the right Gat ~ 
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work of the oconomio orgona.•(24) His erroneous concept in 
1920: "Parallelism or oconomio org-:na in intolerable" is like
wise evident in his 1921 position: "lllarkst lll!Ulouv"ring is 
incompatibls with practical control or th" trnde unions." 
Lonin wcs right in both instancea tor only one reaaon: to 
him tho role of' lc.bor was cleur. There wr:s "only one road
changes from below; we wanted the workera thomselvoa to drnw 
up, from below, tho now principloa or economic conditiona."(25) 

Tomaky, who was the orriciol reporter on the trade 
union resolution at thct congress, unsworcd Trotsky ahurply: 
•Trotsky soya that on tho bnaia or the market we should throw 
out the worker from management. Pl~ae, what kind or business
like polemic, is this? If we opprooch the trude uniona with 
such a me<! sure r.nd with such un interpret" tion, then this will 
got us nowhere, particularly it is good f'cr nothing in the sph" 
ore or trade union work whore the muny millioncd non-party 
musses bring their full pressure to bear upon th<> trado unions 
nnd the C.:;mmunista in the trade unions." ·(26) . 

••••••••• • •••••••• • ••••••• 

Lenin, whO made no t;etish of' the workers stutej watched 
like·a hawk the f'urthcr development of the NEP. ·He know well 
thnt tho dictatorship or tho proletariat was u trnnsitionnl 
state which could be transitional. "either to socialism or a re-

. turn backward to capitalism,• depending ufon ~he historic 
initiative of' the masses and·tlie Internut onal situation. 

( 23) eontinued - · . 
. Gurdon, in her book, The \iorkers Bcfor" !!nd -.After L.:.nin, not · 
only leaves out the above cl<tuso when f.he doals with that re
solution, but tries to.givc the imprcssiu;,. that the workers 
state forbade strikes. If it did, it. surely i'aiJ.ed to t>nforee 
it es in that year there were betwean 30 to 40. strikes a month• 
in Moscow alone. Nr.turally, the party thought that· the trade 
unions ought to f'unction so well that worlcars' griovo.nces 
are ric tad upon as they arieo, and nou let the disaoitis:f'nction 
grow u:1d eeuao a wl'l.lk-out. llut not only were strikes permit,t'ld 
·but I~zovsky at tru.t very same congress spoke against some 
Co:mlllmiutu w;;o had not walked out with tho wo rkerl! when they 
struck, !!ow is it possible, he asked, f'or Communists to lead 
workurs when they remain ti.t their benches at a tita<!.Whon tho 
wor~:er3' strike? .AJld Tomsky severely rebukild some for thoir 
".!Lhir,l~lik att·itude" when they prvposcd that strikes bo r.llowad 
in priv:,te plants, but not 'in stnte enterprises. 

(24) acme as note 22. 

(25) Lenin: s.:.lected Works Vol VII p. 277 

(26) Minutea or the 11th Congress, P• 289 
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p. The Intornatic•nnl. ldnrket and thu Isolntod Stnto 

None of the Bolshevik lenders thought thoy could hold 
out long in i&olatod bockuurd Hussia without tho aid of tho 
Europcnn revolution. In expl«ining tho policy of tha NEE' 'CO 
the Third Congress of the c. I. , Lenin a tx·ossod their dapol!d
anae on the intarnaticnul revolution, "VIc quita openly lldmit. 
we de not c:•ncacl the f'lCt that CclnccsaiullG in tho system of 
at:.to c.:.pitt:lism moron paying tribute to cr.pitulism, But we 
gain time and gt,ining tine cenns gaining e-gorything, particul
arly in tho cpnch or equilibri,. m, when our foreign comrades 
arc preparing thoroughly tor their revolution," 

The revoluti-on was successful in no other country and 
the Russian Proletariat was lett isolated in a baokward ind
ustrial ·country. Lenin knew well that the very backwardness 
which had thrust them forward I\Ould mw come to plague them, 
tor they v.ere a link in the chain of world economy· and could 
not resist the pressure or that advanced .economy, . They had to 
examine, sCiuarely, he warned the last congress at which he · 
appeared, "the .Russian and international. ·.tnar•ket .. ~ v1hich we 
are subordinatc·d, with which we are connected and from which 
we· c~ot Gscape. ". · 

Lenin further stressed the fact that a bourgeois like 
Ustryalov had announced his support of the .Soviet· government 
"b.ecause it had t'ai<en ohe road that wi'l.l lead it w the ordinary 
bourgeois state,~· The· class enemy, st .. tE!d Lenin, was -speaking 
"the simple class truth and is pointing to tha danger that is · 
confronting us. The enemy is striving to .. make this' inevitable.,, 
'l'hia is the 'real and main dangar. ". The only way to avoid making 
the return backwards inevitable is to race squarely the·dani!;ers, 
·to realize that the Comml!nists we·re not loading, but were 
being led. The state machine must be made to travel in tho 
direction ·the Communists will gui,de, 

. With tho deo.th of Lenin tha state had lost its most 
accurat.e guiding hal1do The economy was parmi ttcd to develop 
"spontaneously " and the workers were assured that thay could 
reach socialism "at snail's pace<" Trot"ky w:arnod propheti
cally that an unbridled development of thu NEP would lead 
to the soviet Union's acquiring onpit~lism "on tho installment 
plan". He pointed further, to the strength of the kulaks and 
dmmar.dod that the workers str.te begin to plnn production on ~ 
natinn~wide scr.le. 'J:o whiCh Stalin replied oynior.lly: "It 
ien•·t n plan the paasunts need but 11 £!POd ruin tor his orops," 

The social legislation or the work~ta wus. lett :!.ntuot, 
but the riee in wages lagged behind the rise in profits ot 
private inc:>Rtry, which had grown so fast that by J.92& lila% ot 
the proletariat was employed in private entel'T;lrlses, inoludins 
roreign ~omes&ions, Tho worker had his 8 hour day and t\\0 · 

waokt: V•lOo:~ion with pay; his wugea and conditions ot work WBl'fol. i 
protected by collective agreements executed by hie truds unianst 
He had regained the 1913 standard of llving und there it stoptea 
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.while profits rnn nhead, 

Met>nwhile the Kulak who hnd grown so fat that, although 
he constituted but 8% of the pee.sant po,ulation, hod concent
rated in his hands 60% or the groin destinad for sole. stalin 
still continued blithely on; as late us 1927 he still spoke 
ugt\inst planned production, stating thet the "ctempt to lr.ti.ld 
Dieprestroy Hydroelectric Station wus tt;ntD.IllDunt to t\ muzhik 
buying n gromphonP. instead ot o cow. The muzhik bought neither, 
but the kulak hoarded his gr~in and refused flutly to turn it 
over to the stute. It was then ttu't a plun wus hustily 
elaborated in un attempt to erose all past mistok~s by such 
dizzy rates of speed as completely to disregard tho chief 
productive force - tho proletariat, who hnd in the niot,ntimo 
lost its. best defenders when the Left Opposition was ~;xpelled 
from tho party and the trade unions, imprisoned und oxiled. 

was 
abolished, the state of-the was and he 
was inspired to exceed all established norms. The workers 
Conflict Commission was still functioning and the Council ot 
Labor and Defense emphasized that. rtlsponsibility tor fulfilling 
tho financial program· rested exclusivel:r with the management. 
'l'he workers had boen given the 7 hour day on thEt evEr or the · 
expulsion or the Loft Opposition and th~ social legislation 
won thl•ough~the revolution had been left intact. Hence the 
proletariat ·did not appreciate the claim o:r tho Lett. Opposition 
that with the laoter'o axpuloion the prolotariat hed lost ita 
best r·evolutionary represe11tatives. 'l'he wo:rkvrs wero rirst 
beset by doubts when their. economic conditions did not improve,
but graw worse, despite the inauguration of plannud economy. 
The saw that the state was the owne of the mcano ·Of' rod.-
uct on 11 t e wore not ts mana ers. ' 
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tho mod ern t~otory belt ns it is used under cnpi~lism 
toduy 1o e crime bold ovor ~tnaooa ot worla>rs. II¥ ih vory no.ture it. is 
ruinouo to the hoelth end tho ~tur~l, wholoao""' elliOt.l.ons~· nnd tljia 
boa noth!nt to do with whether tho boosoa 111'0 "good" mBll or "1115an • but. 
1.8 tho result of M nutomtio 1 exrloi ti! proOBIO whl.oh beo:omee O'llleyQily 
more llnd moro tho Ollpit:iLl£s£ mo!9 of pro uotiono ro u!lllorat uM the 
mod••'ll i'o.~tory bolt !.a to undorat~>nd the modern, produotin trend, tor 
tho hlt is ol>ly the ln~t e ztremo of o.utol>l't10 expl.oi~ticn. llo4ern 
mnchi.!J•• for &tilled o.nd unold.llod work tnla>a upon u.solt more DJ¥l 
:ooro tho inhoront obllrnctorl.atl.os ot tho belt in hovl.nt o. 1'6to eat on 
o.ll work, Tiho.t on o. _belt is po.aoed before tho worla>r o.nd l!lllat. be worla>d 
upon, l.n tho mo.chl.ne with o. fl>~ ot J:llltorl.o.l to bo dono aot by nt.o
ootters~ r>;l!>l18 tho worloor =•t rush hl.maolt by the olook inatellll ot by 
" covl.ng bolt. All the """"' l.n the en<!• o. worla>r fetiguod by the 
l.nt.onaU.'io<>tl.on. o_t· r.-or, I!Brvouo exhaustion, and fo.t.isuo. 

. Ind1vl.dusl belts (in o. radio pl&ot, tor GXIIIIIPle) may hove 
200 wrorlmro Unod up, ee.oh one hoving o.bout .3 t"ot to move o.loll!: on 
t.ho bolt. At tile hoed of tlv.J bolt. the flload ot!!' girl ple.oes tiie inoicie 
cabinet ot a radio set, clooa her own operation on l.t o.nd thon le_ts it 
oo'\tillue to ride down the oonatont.ly IIIOVing bolt, so t.l~nt ee.oh poraon 
below f!IJ.y do hi. a or her portieula.r Wll.t ot work. By tho tl.""' the ro.dio. 
bee ree.ohod the end ot the.l:olt it hoe -.not only boon m!lllo, !nit ebeokl>d• 
up, inopaotod, teat.od1 le.bolod, duet.od o.nd boxed roo4y to bo telo>n rl.llh' 
out tO tho shipping· plnttorm on the tr.aolm 'I'Oiti!J& nt tho .ond ot the belto· 
The idoa behind thie I.e the m~>rvolo\10 msa production oyotea'wlll.oh . 
t»rmits the moat int.rl.c11te jobs to bo brobn_ down 1nto elmple oporo.tiono, 
{only 15 bo.aio opornt!ons o.ro llOCoaoery to uko ~ rod!o o.nd a!.l of thom 
cun ba le!l!"!!ffd in ·o. voey ellllrt. tila> 'o.no! por!'on>ad by IIDild.llod worlcoro 
lmow!.r.g nothing e>bout. .tho o.ot.w>l tiold _ot ~ie). n!Yl.prociueod'by &pod· 
io.lizllt.ion wb,o.t 11n e~ual number of oltillod mon worki.IJ& o.leno could 
novor produce. Bow t.ho oo.p1ta.l1;"...; u::o_ thie .=ee. produeti"' e:oWD"!;; 
hcm:.ver> for t-heir ·own purpoaoo l.a o.a yot tho story ot t.ho modorn 
degrndion of tho w~le wcirlinc ol.aaa. 

Ono ot tho t!,rat thl.ngli thnt hit.o o. now workllr ia the fo.ot 
nbout thoir work. Bo.to-aot.~ra·uro 
~ mii'Bt:to 1il on hour, • qU<llity" 

""'" e>ro thoro to tell hor juat how it muat lio dono, onginooro o.ro thoro 
to corroot Bllll oonotnntly imporvo.tho modolo, nne! hor !.mmodl11to oupor
viaor is 11lwo.yo nt. hor nook to ahow her thot her work ie ona:r (oOIIIO 
lmvo tho nudnoity to any it oon bo "tun")· prevl.clod oho doos it right.. 
\llwn tho worlcor continuos to hovo trouble with ono port.l.oulor wiro 
tho boss my como over to show hor how to do th&t ono w!. th oo.oo, o.nd . avon 
domonot.rlltien gooo on, tbo worlcor <:ooo hie 7 othor wires. llo wonder 
no ono t.nklls _the bo11oe G4'!1iao aOI!lo•ly or alnoeroly: Silo knowo 
woll thot 'Jibon oha io ozpoet.od to do nn opontion ot donnootlng 8 mros 
122 times nn hour (ovon the worlco~ fl.surlng how any•thouan!lin ot-wlroo 
bo cioos o. dny .is o.st~l>1ebe4) 1 thoro onn bo no oonoorn na to her heolth, 
hel' porsonlll o&ro~ 11114 oJDOtlona or hor :!i;nlty "" n 1\wmn boi!J& 1>14 . 
lnd<>ocl be&lne to roallzo :horeolf ns ·n wol'k4\0rso "" fo.1• ""' ~lw•OO\II~ _ 
lo oonool'JIIIdo When o. work<lr oomplnlno of -the speed ot tho bolt, otbora 
joko be.ok, "wo.it till you ho.vo to blow your ~aot• Tho rnto-aottoro 
don't oonsidal' this grim jokn t.hnt. ln tho wintor•tlmo ('Jibon told• nro 
troquont.) booomos tho roo.lity llt· tho horrible trustro.tion ot DOt bol!J& 
Gblo to lrecip up :nth tho mavins belt • .- .llllt thh losoon to1' $;1·nril&r 
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carries ovei' l.nt.o an llndei'ijtandinr; ot h~~ ~lm oxploitation so t.ht.t ~he 
can understand why the company doesn't .tg"~e the rates e~n whoft oom~ 
of her material is dei'oct.ive or ospooia.lly dil'fieult to handle. In 
fact she bogins to und&ratand how tl'le co!llpcny oa~ 11e9 2 dil'i'cr,nt t)-pe;s 
of wires intGroho.ngeably, evan thcour.h ona io co.c~r o.nd quicl!Or to use 
and tho ot.hor is heavi.or and mora cumb<:rr~omos £or tho cc'!npr .. ny (except 
for the supo!'oilious employees 1 succ.,stion box that. workers p!l.y little 
attention to) ,never consults tho wo1•kors u.bout th~J me.t.erJ.a.ln ho uses 
8 ho1.n·s a do.y, 40 hours s. week. ~.~.!.!a .:t:_~ .!£~the ~ ~ 
to ~· Only workers control of production coula want taehinge 
thnt .. 

But wo, as workers, juot toco.uso we must work and undor 
such conditions, s.ro forced to think insido. Every morning wo come to 
work by tro lloys and got off at tJ-.8 same company sto.tion, walk in droves 
lik3 so much co.t.tlo to tho gate, Dhow the company euard our. numbured 
pay check and b!."'t!ge and then U.no up tO punoh our tl.mB card. ria ·taka 
our same workinc pJo.co nr.d one w.inui'.;; after eight. .. tho roll is taken. 
This is easy fo1· eo.ch relioi' tr.nn has 16 girls undor him in his "stab~," 
(this is what my boss calls his soctions) and can quickly report as tho 
boss goo• down the lilto. Anyone who is out is quickly replaced by 
2 "tloating"r.orkors until ono of thom can toke over tho full job, and 
the bel~ starts up •. Every worker knows she can be raplacod in no timu 
c.nd ·.toels l'o.e!' insignifica.noo and insecurity as £o.r a.c her job goes. 

·At the a ~~time U9W worker substitutes, like treinoas. ofton make 
mistakes o.nC baccumo they do not give a damn about the;r work arilor ri. 
new boss who will hava authority ovo~ thom tor just trJ>t dSy, thoir 
work is o!ten sloppy and kaops the ropair mon elong tho other side ot . 
tho belt. b'lo;r •. Of' course, ovon the· compally e:r;poota this, booauso tho 
b"lt runs at the samo high spood -- now workers or not-~ and tho work 
rof'lecto this, But to tho company it is choo.por to kaop all workers 
at a high s)lOod with rops.i"""u touohinc u;>, ·~l.nn tc lower tho spoocl 
for all. This; in efi"oct, me-nno that proiuot.ion- i3 e.ffootod by e.bsont.
ooism, So muoh so that workors can bo firod for continued lD.tonDBS 
Rnd it is very difficult to r;ct tho afternoon of!', Evo11 to got an 
infime.zy po.as out of' tho buildi.ng, o. haada.-.hc~ in not ocnsidol-ed e. 
r;ood onougb "axcusc", but. somothing• that can bo mo!'surod liko a high 
tompere.turo will gut )'OU the all-iinporl.t~.nL piiua nooosaary to pes · 
tho weli-guard~d company gatos, 

. But we go to '"'rk for t;..., whole dey. Tho bolt has begun 
s.rd tools are picked up, Jiot to bo dropped unti.l tho first 16 minute 
relief' in tho morning, then lunch f'or throe-quarters of an· hour, and 
then afternoon reliof' of' 15 minutes, until at 4:46 tho buzzer ends 
the day hnd tho bolt gradually slowo do,vn nnd stops. Tba roliof' man is 
thero i\'r "omorgonoios", but he is kept. busy bringing ,.,toriala and 
anyway often f'inde o7.ousos not tc give you a rolief' boonuso ho knows 
the boss will not onforco this. Few girls will go to tho oxiromo ot 
calling tho union shop steward, ospocinlly now inozporioncod wcrkerso 

Sets go down tho bolt back-to-back at e. stoady paco. . 
Should the worker fall bohtnd ho is in tho norl. person's aroa •. Ana~'l' 
ohoioo is to call tho roliot man, but this i!\ll1t teo often "p•aotioal • 
~" loavo tho wires of'f' is usually to bo oaughh bocauso ohookero lllllBt 
report. when opor&tions aro of't "t>oo ctton". How wl no tho ce.pitalist& 
aro-- tc ha.w suoh a fino wst to causo diasontl.oll among individuo.l 
workers, tho Gb<lek-ul' ayatcl&. Ono of tho lAst. rucoYto 1s tc p115h tba 
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sots b&ok if there is any spaoo at all. Undo~ tho stress and ncrvou~ 
tension (it must be remembered that sots 'o too quickly to begin with), 
it is not unusual tor girls to tool thoi~ hands trombling as thoy 
continue to work and etten their bodies, Occasio~lly a deaporato 
worker will sneak a sot out and hide it ulll>ll !;ilo relief man can 
squaezo it in a. •pace somewhere or have u. re-run, Bore I.e tho un
conscious boginning ot wormro control of production ~- tho ro'VOiT. 
~inst tho company's arbitrarily ;otting up a rnte imposaiblo tor 
the wori<Dr, Somti=s a worlwr wi 11 pull out a fow aota 1m!! replace 
theD> whon eho is o.blo to catch up with tho work, rogulnting ln hor 
own tiny wny tho work to be dono instoed ot bon!l.ng horselt to tho 
mn.ohino, Ono of tho flrot idea• of troduotlon un<lor worlcors' oolll>rol 
and the biggest broak with cap!tolis methOd wi~ juet that•• 
utili.<!.r.; the dead, nccu..ulo.tod io.bor (machinery, toob, oto,) to,.
producing hlman wluoa iutead ot humo.n worKI>ra (livin' l.e.bvi") bo~::i~ 
a more "appondnge to a maohino" • a P fragment ot o msn" lnoapoblo of 
ronli•lng his or hor tull potontialitl.os ae on imivl.d~:&l nth varied 
intorosts 6ll4 developed talents. · · 

\!nny workers. ronct. dittorontly to tho same thlng, b1,1t. to 
ntoh closoly is to raaU•o Jwtr similar tho reaction nct.UBlly iaf 
t.hough the exproenion my ~· 0~ wv:-=r t.clp~ ~ ao-work$;- who is 
"down tho bolt", anotho!:' ait.a by =t.ohine aoomingly unperturbed; and 
ut or.o time tho' wcrkBr ..tlo loms a llolpiag · hD.Ild MY tho next t.imo 
reJ:uao to help when appealed to tor help, or vl.co ver-so.. To acme 
watching oupori'ioially, t.ho first. wcrkDr is porh<>pa iooro class -conscious 
and oooporativo. t"""""'s hol' tollow....OrkDrs. AotW>lly l.t. is ctton the 
worker who rotuaoa to help o.t o.ll who is moat. clo.es oonsol.oua,_ .tot:!n 
her own way aho roo.lbos that the ' be 
oha!lgad and hopes tor onough 'lfOrk . - · 
rats set. One worlcor ..tlo had al""ys me, stopped .suddenly and 
nJ:usod to hear me avon when I was at 11111 ropes end, Uont.he 1otar silo 
casually memionod that anot.llor worloar had told her not. to do 'l1lll w!.reo, 
"lot the boss aeo she oan1"t do it bereol.t. · 'nUi.'t's the only ny to 

. cho:nge tbil'lg••" Since that tl.mo, I JJrfBelt havo soon tbiage ditferimtly . 
and have as load vorlcore not. to help me e .... n who:. tho¥ oEr~r;,/J,- l!oro 
too, lies the understanding t.o the resontmom workors fee~. when tho boas 
or rol:l.er ...., eucgosts you help t.he peraon non to :;ou. Your own job 
is poet. h,_n daoenoy-- why nar yoilroolf out vi!. 'l.h moro wcr'l.-t Oeo ot 
the most horrible contradictions £o fin! :;ouraol!' in, ·is the oi11oero 
desire to help a co-workDr in trouble and tho rebellion againat.tho 
automatic o;rloitation ot this oo"'lforkor and youroolt, All your 
iliiUtancy or ea ou£ agatiist"To'ing any wo::fit all for this OolllpG.ny, 
and yot you bend down to help yoUr tallow worlmr, cur•1r.g your prinol.plea 
M.d cursing your aot.ione O'IIOn wnllo aot!r.g. 'lba s11010 contradbt1on 
foroos you to ~ al!. ~!'ark ""tiouloualb (oven whon you tool l!.lo> 
rhking doinr; ·notsr-11&) tor "ttii ailiD of wor ra down the bolt \'lh~ have 
the dif£ioult job of wiring on top or ~~ur wiros, or obocki~g nnd 
oarrooting work. 

\Torkors otton speak ot oaob worlre:r loaving .. cortoil> 
n\:lllber ot acto going down un!ono oncb hour, but eo.eh worlmr toara that. 
tho other workDr u.y not tool that. &1111\0 'R"i about. tt.. Ao 1t. ""• ""rmre 
roalho no ona ona tight the bolt alone, yot oont.!.n\10 to loa'ft' off 
work in s.n unorganhod ""Y. Sboul4 tho Uon of overy .....,.kBr "long tho 
bolt oooporo.t.iwlf loo.Ving off a oertoin GI:IOWit of work •"-oh hour, 
onoo gat ~iiiiodporbaps through aouo.a~rt ot workora t~tory cnmmittooT) 
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the tl.amoa of it my rieo to tbe idoa ot an actual ait-down tor ~ntoro
inf• doMnda, Worla>ra already aro aayl.l'.g0 aa 0110 er.!.d to l!lD•: "Somoday 
wo 11 all 1top working at the """"' tii!IO and go on atriko", Whon I 
sudlod, abo roeontfully askod mo why, 

"Bocaueo I liko the idea that wo will all go out togothor 
a~ the snmQ timo." 

"oh, it wouldn't bo any fun it we dldn1 t. all go out togoth<r'o " 

How carvoloua -· thia wholo picture of a·unitod revolt. 
&gainet capitalist domination a:¥1, on tho othor hand ita' contrast, the 
futility of eingul"", ununitod anarchistio robollion! 7ho froo fooling 
of broe.ld.ng through poreona.l ieolo:tion to roalizo tho.t ovary ot.lwr 
woz·l:Dr tools tho semo way. but doosn't think tho no:x.t. workor eharos his 
f'oolings oxa.ct.ly,. But patience~ Tho road. is bogun. nldoaa become 
powor whon thoy soizo hold of tho maaeoo. • (!JJnin) 

!let tie 

INT~RNAL BULL·BTIN· 

oi the 

JOiWSOll-:FO:a:E:ST T:il:IDEt1CY 

............ 
"'ddress All Col:lllU!licatione To 

!.!AllT IN l!Ai\ VBY 
101 11. 46 st. j 

l10t1 York 19, N, Yo - . . . 
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TWO III!OP JDIPORTS l"'!!M THE SJ..Jf J'li.UCISOO.·O.AXLAJ!ll :BAY .AII:!lA 

(110!1$: l~e print below report. froiO two ot our comrades who are in the oame 
U.A.lf, l.ocBl but in different units and different ahopa.) 

I. 

I 1ve been working at this plant ton montna. 
Approximntcly 1200 workers employed. m of the work is 

Wleldlled, nssernl~ly-line work iJ!cludcda Two-thirds of the workers are young 
veterans from oH·. ·ol-otr~tc, tneluding n strong Southern efemont. 

The \·rot"lcera bring up countless griavancea. Hal! ot the·ae a:re 
im~nedi~ttely dismissed b7 ~he grievance collll!ll ttee. ~'he other grievances 
go thr•Wf'h o. prctrn.cted p.i.'t"'c~C:'..!.re, revolvint; around the question of whether 
it ic or ian1 t covered by t.he <·ontract. The grievance coill:l1ttee· U not 
nd.l!tnnt. Tha militant cccr.rltteemen reel~ed irom the committee in disf,Ust. 
There heva been thrents of ai t-downa and other Job actions. Mnny of the 
grievoocea iu>.ve to do with the length of the relief period. The plont nov 
has a stop-tmtch to allow for the full relief period. The pl~mt 1a nn open 
chop. 7% of the toen belong to the union. voluntarily. llon-union men find 
fnuU \Tith the union. These men woUld certt!.l.aly join it the union initiated 
millta:1t Mtion. Attendance at union meetings 1a contim!Olly droppil!!: d1•.e 
to the rcle of the leadership. There 1s no progt'eosive group _in the shop. 
Control !o mostly in the hands of the Staliniate. 

Other plll"ty comrades (this was written when we were etill 
members of the W.P.) in the plant are preeccupied witbbe1118 ot81flll"da, with· 
baing on the' committee nnd other official bodies. I concentrated on auil!ng 
fifteen 1!!l!l!l: ~ aubaeriptiono, while the others a old lena tban !1-.e, 
I give the workers a cl!ls• struggle line including the slogon tor B workers' 
go\•ernment. !fo npprec!Bblc number of wrkers ll!lv!' lis yet come. dolln .to the 
branch, !rhey clai!!l they are tired, etc. Three workere who like the po.per 
very much ara anti-llegt'o. li'requent complaints thnt Lnloor ~ has warda 
that can't be understood; are made.· The werkoro like the U.A.11. and the 
eoril-~ncra ortielc; and ara gene~all~ inte&usted 1b eventa 1n the U~tea 
States. · · · 

!!!he wrkero think that the C.P, rank and i'ilo are Just 
general militants offering them more than the conaervt\t!Vea, !rhe workars 
are not fooled by red-baiting. They V.ted for the labo1· candida~•• in 
Oakland despite, the Mti..;re<t qsterin, The ""rkere are 1•ecept!ve to a 
Lr>bQr PBl·ty idea, while the C,P, pUshes WBllnae, !!!he recent u,;.,tr. eontrBCt 

· d1dn1 t oxci te tham e%Cept for holiclar pey prortolone. 'l!he W<>rkere like to . 
11s ten to the labor commentntor on the radio end not to the company collllll8ntnt
or. 

!rho li'.E.P,C. here is orgN~bed on a local 'bBI!is wi.th all 
shcv -..nits involved, r ""' one ot 'the msmbore. I'm un:erta1n W..ther we 
have direct negotiating paver a vi th the oompM;T 1\11 to the hi rill& ot llegt'Oee. 
I tell the workers thl\t they oan1 t be unio,..minde4 IIZld Jim Crow at the """"' 
Ume. The liegt'O question ia a teat of the otrsn,gth of union 1011111tl111B11ta and 
crm thua be used t" laolate the l"eactioll!U'y element&. Anti-oli9grc pr~~oe 
has been declining in the lBIIt montn., !l!hia is due, I think, to the toal:i.l'l! 
of eol1dar1ty that tho 'WOrlo:en hB..,., to'orurde t'hot? e"laoo "" a W.~"l.u h the 
present AmerlCBII political situation. 

!l!he union local votad UIINll.mouoly for a one-><1!\r cene1•al 
strike against the !l!ett-llartlq llill. !i!he Staliniato don1 t puoh the &<>noral 
atriko aa 11111ch "" the1 punh llo.ll.n.oo. !!!hero ta " hi~ depoe of lntoroat in 
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tho Oakland Voto1•o 1 Leat:ue (a sold-labor pol! tico.l. or~~:ar.hs.tion). Dlll"ing 
tho Ookl~d Oenornl Strike tho workero wanted to volk out and oven admired 
the st~':dnt:; A.F.L. Onn worker 1·1ho suggested the use of the Arrtif ~:~&ainst the 
Gener:ll r.c·:!ro, ltB3 ooon aurroundad by the !Don who were looking for A pro
wc:--ti·..:~ to bant him up. 

The other p~rty comrades tb!ilkt ·or stages. ti.rst tlflke tbo 
workers into socd unicu r.:.en. Then make them socialists. I believe.""~ 
shouldn't re~ . .:eaL ;·riJtl o.ud..:-..c!.ously displnying LrtbQ.;; gtion and ialldnt 
eoci~llat pclltlc~;. On this bo.sis I bo.ve soma :f'ollO~tilng .and friends in m:r.sh.op .. 

-:Bill !!:. 

II. 

The Sho:;> is composed of from 200...250 workers. A majority of 
tbct1 are emigrant elements from Utah, Oklnl:.o~M., lft:~rth 'DpJcota, etc. Tllt:!Y' are 
mainly from rural districts c..n·i n::6 t!le:-i'!f')!"e nc;.1 t~ f~t::!Lo.ry '1Crk. Tl:ey ere 
part of the general emigrat:er!l i·rhicl:. do::.'bled t!lo iJ'='pulati'o~ ~f Oakland du'i"lng 
the war. 

The work week is 4.!; hours, with time an.l a hr.lf fe>r overtime. 
!the work is unskilled, dirliy E.:lf. p!)3'sically nrd.'IJO".l.D. :L1 oomu da:o.!U"tme;1ts 
the ·assemblY line 15 use,-!.. ~h1.;re io a foremen or RU,!-;P.:"\"i~or 1n each depart
ment. Tho £orenun1 c prino;oy duty is to keOp the \·rr..!".tt·3r:J on their toes eve~ 
r.dnu.te dur:l.~ working hctr'J. ::!'or exa:nple: \olorkora r.an1 t sit down O.uring 
worl:ing hours. If thoir ;!ou is finished or they IU'e wniting for. m.~teriel. to 
continue, they tll."'.st keep buoy with something els·e. 

Tba proportion of ~egroes to ~bites ie l to 4- men aDa vomen. 
Sinto the end or thd wm· the proportion is growing in favor of the whits 
workers, The llegroes are nworc that ~he company hns stopped hiring lT.egroeu. 
l!o action hM been token in t!la unit to reaolvo .this problem. The local hs.a 
nssig!led !"' >'.E.l'.O. col:llllittee .to investigate. As yet our unit 1& not re
presented on this committee. 

During working hours there is o.l.""st ll2 discrimination. One 
would h~dly think 0. color line ensto<l. !!!his omio.blo o.toosphere !me been 
r..reated by the Ne{r-·a·eo themse~ves. T~y1 ve e.aeerted themselves Be gocd, and in 
many cases, better work~rs. heY. are extremely ousp!ci~us of the vh1te ~rkers 
beccuoe they koow tho.t Jim CroY is prevalent after the work houro. 

The general attitude of the workers townrdu the union and the 
union leadership is one of indifference. The leadership 13 extre1.1ely clluml!V' 
with the bosses. !!!he vorkors b!lve- no confidence in them "t nJ.l. Out o~ tbo 
200-250 workers, if 35 attend unit cestings it is concidorsd good.· Abaut. seven 
or eight attend the local aeetings. 

An e>:ceptional amount of ""rkers is coMpnny-minded, DeopHe 
thoir indifference to their own union they respond, under tho impl\ot of nents, 
to the defonso of their own fellow workers or to tho defense of tho working 
claus aa a whole. In one instance, aeven people ware In!d ~ff. A cacting waa 
held in which n proposal to cut down the work >Jock in o~der to di ,-ida the ""* 
vas unan1tM:~ualy pnos~d. Workers who had navor tf\kP.n \.h•.• fl•)r..tT bafoTu, took 
the fl.oor on this issue. 

On l~ondcy, Juno 2:l, vhen the !l!ni't-Ho.rtlo;." :Bill wao pnasod, 
there was nn unbellovl\ble e.mo'mt of tel.k about ll<lneral Strike. Dtacusaion 
vnn f'lyitli fn.st o.nd fur1oua. Soma of' tho comt11.0nts ware: 11We sent O\tr 'boys 
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overseas to fight fascism and they·: (Congress) tldl!lc ~her CIUl put it o'l'er on 
us here. • Ot•: "~he methods tho no Oongreoamen ere uoing are out and out 
fascistic. • All came to the conollleion- the only solution io .limw:l!l ~. 
It was interosting to note that ev\'in the moa~ reactio..,.ry aleman~• vera talk
ing .General Striko. !!'he workers •~eke s)'Doeymoualy of tho N.A.ll. Md of 
Congrese. \ 

When I posed the question of a Lnl>or Party, the Mover """' 
•or course. There is no other altetnativs.• X ~ant little timo talking of 
the Labor Party since the vorkert sriw tldo ao no uniqlle co.;tributicn of lilY 
own. Rather, I tried to show bow tije Conoral Striko poses the question of 
t•emoving the present government and replacing it with B Wrkero 1 go)Vernmont •. 
A few realized that the C..neral Strike vas the b.,Pnning of OON ldn<i cf 
upheaval, 

Ths Negroes pl~qed what I thoupt at tho bot:inning a con
fusing role in this General Strike question. •hey were !or it, but d~a
pleyed none of <he enthusiasm for the Ganerel. Strike, end indisnnnoe to 
the goverllll!ent, ns did tho white ~rorkers. X believa the:r felt that a. 
general strike is l;o ~ J!!!lution to their. own problemn.· Who.t they ""uld 
respond to, would be something eq,Uvalent to " General Strike or nnse 
demonnt~ation of. th~ NQgro mes99!a 

- Fil Der1 
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THE C!UESTIOII lW!K O'IER SHACm'IWI 

In tho AU&Ust 1947 issue of !II§ .1!2!f InterMtior.lll., l!lrber 
concludoe his answer to Germain on the Polioh question. Our difforenoes 
with Germa1n nre treated at great leUBth elsewhere. The specific program
matic points of dispute Erbor raises a:ainst Germa1n are of only minor i,_ 
portnnce .to us here. Tboy nre much like tho arguments of pinochle pla¥ers 
ns to ho1·1 the bst trick shoUld have bean nla¥ed. llut ..-hot :IJlrber •B¥• in 
his bnsic nno~ysis shoUld be of great concern to those who ore ocnsldering 
a bloc with the W.P. on the basis of defeatism- or parhapa- on the basis 
of an opposition to •bureaucratism• which even defenoiots ~~ Join. 
Sb.~chtman's !b'.UJitlleo 'ad,juatab111ty• msl::es it difficUlt to predict what 
precisely will be, tomorrow, the nxis of his blo••· 

Freed, in an immediate sense, from the lJolshevilc vigil ot 
the J~hnson-Ford~t tend~~cy, th1a rapresuutut!ve opokeemnn tor the W.P. 
hnstons bMk to e bald statement of retrogreosioniom. In the shambles that 
is :Europe todoy, where no class other t!u\n the proletnrio.t oxista eo a 
d.,.vnamic social force, Erber can - and doee (:p. 178) - refer to "Two mss 
forcca tlv<t periodically threaten to erupt i11to civil vnr." l!ut be does 
not pause to inquire into the class character of theoe "mas forces• or tbeir 
>'elation to the socialist reconstruction of society. !lot only cannot he 
answer this question. He cannot even :pose tt. Erber, :.md.tho W.P. \tith 
him, hove .rejected the onl7 two alte=ti7en that Marxism envisages - the 
proletarian revolution to overthrow bourgeoi~ rule. They frantically hunt 
their interminable third alternatives. They have therefore,. never once, in 
all the hUndreds of thousands of worde they hove imposed on the Movement, 
given an unequivocal statement on the character of the epoch todB¥, Or, . 
worse still, they lJave given their answer inf'er•nt.ially by i'irot flirting 
with, then turning th.oir back to; and now defiantly ospousiDG the position 
ot retrogreso1on1sm. 

Erber, throughout hio ertiole, continually refero to the fact 
that the proletariat has been "hurled bBCk; n that "Europe ... (is) r"p1dly 
aliwing bnckvl'.rd Md th,"'t lo=.; outlhed political problems (ere) onoa more 
reappearing on ito ngenda, n o.nd tb,.t "a position tl••t dcn!ea retrocreo<iion 
and proaohes the imminent proletarian revolution but finds itself reduced 
to neutrality between two maac forces that periodically tbreat•n to erupt 
into dvil war becomes !l lDlll:ll.~ble incongruity.• 

The W,P., like the I.K.D., looks at· tho degeneration of the 
Russian state and therefore concludes that the Ruesinn Revolution is dead, 
l!ut the October Revolution was more than n Russie.n pl,tenomenon. It ws 
representntivo· of the stage of development roached by the international 
proletarint in its opposition to world capitalism, and. it ravaOled the 
revolutionary potentialities of the proletariat. Has tho degeneration of 
the Ruos1M state - in thi·s lil>ited sense only, the defeat of the liuusian 
Revolution - reJuvelll'ted capital ism? Erber. doasn' t sey so, He coUldn1 t, 
But he has three alternativea and can thereforo allow himoel:!' the ii!IDreseion
istio luxury ot both a capitalism which is doclining nnd a p~oletnr1nt which 
1a slipping bnclc, OnpitalioiD is declining beco.uee, and hera ·D. nod to Marx, 
that 1s the way of c<q:>i tali em. But the proletariat ·is also declining be-
causa it has been opl'ressed oo long by to·talitnr~ndom, both fnocist nnd 
Stalinist, Tho StD.linist oppreosion ie by fnr the worst tacnusc the proletar
iat has illusion• nbout it, which proves the· bnckwardnes• of the worl<:ine obas. 
For the 'i.P. all' roads alweya lend to that conclusion. lJound os we nre to 
the traditional tw nltornntiveo of l~xiam- oooialbm to succeed capitalism -
it is difficUlt to· suppress a wry bit ot sx1ges1a on Erber'• article which· 
r•ducos him to this abourdity: l!oth capita11om and the prolotariat nrc 
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declining bcceuae of c~pitnlis~1 s inevitable declir.a. 

As n result of this dUEU. decline = retroGression= third 
a.ltarnntive, one of the 11outlived politicl\1 probler.lS 11 which reu1.ppe;:uos is the 
nu.;iunnl. question o.s n question for nu.tionnl liberr.tion, ~ Jl.Q~ For, sr.yn 
Erber, 11 The unificntion of Europe through ir.1perinliot conquest M.tl oppression ••• 
would not 'be the tranofer of the proletariM st%'U(,gle for powE'Ir ira~ n 
n~tio~~. to n continental basis, but rather, the tr~~efer of the etruecle in 
the opp1•eased nations from directly proletariRn gonls to national liberntion. 11 

Europe tod.a;r in divided into two 1mper1nl1st Cn.r.t'Js, the problem has been 
posed on a continental besia. Nevertheless, acccrdlng to Erber, the Polish 
prolctn.rint ruat stru~;gle no a M.tioPJ:t+ f:lntity. The very nature of tht! 
Europeru1 realities givec the lie to/ESRcept of national etatehood. Yet 
this is the messng~ Erber givec to the Polish proletnriat. Then, he goes on 
to sny: 11The course pursued by the proletnrin.t in the struggle for n.n.tioilcl 
liberntion- wh~ther it «Uboerges its class interests in the struggle of 
the nt1.tion for 11 be~ation or \1hether it wages 1 ts clD-SI'J strua;le as a struggle 
on beholf or tho nntion as a whole through leading the str~glc tor national 
liberntion - de:p~nds en"tiraly upon. the correct strl\tegic cri~ntntiou of the 
proletnrint, that is to sar, of itn organizad;politicnl vanguard." (p. 177) 
Then yr}Jy not orient the proletariat toward t.n.king E:tate power? Because there 
is uo 1J[,!l·ty, is the illtsvi ta.ble Shachtm;;.ni to rW'iswur. lz.C. wh,r·? :Soc3.usc "..All 
modern hisiior3 tenohes us th..'\t na.tional oppras.cion has the senerr..l effect 
of blurring class consciousneBs and heightening na.t:lonnl conociousness .. 11 ( 

----, 

· (p, 177) The conclusion is alWBO'S the same - the bock>ll\rdneoo ot the :·:: :l· ... · ·' 
proletnr~at. 

The violence these retrcgressl.onistc do to the concept o:£ ·the · 
permo.nent revolution! HOw they nbstrnct and· 11Stncify. 11 iirat nntional 
liberation, then build the pa.rtr, then t1<1ke .the revolution. Tl'otsky suid 
tbnt in this period of d~P.th ogoey, the revolutionary· struggle tlhn brenk 
out on lll.l front& at o.ey time. llut the W.P. with its oboeesive felli' of 
StnlirJ.st oppression D.nd. its correspondin~ lnck of clo.ss o.nalysic, -~rnnsfet•u 
its O\m inability to analyze Stalinism theo>•eticall;• to the expectation ti'J>.t 
the prolet·arint will not lie nble to rise "'it•.inst it. Full of their o•rn un
c'erta.inty they· therefore 1~ose P... time-table and a s6quence U:PC:l the work
ing claas. They SO\f Trotsky .promised uu a. revolu:t;ion nt the end of l'!orld 
liar II, l~orld l~a.r II hnn ended. l!ut there hac been no revolution. This 
ir. proof pos1t1v& that our thesis on· retrogression ia correc·t. tiThe failure 
or the proleta~int to ~a a·revolution in post-war Euroy~ doeB not demon
etra.te ita historic incnpacit:r to plao' the role which l-l.vx assigned to it. 
Yet the continued and nccelerated retrogressivo process plnccs n question 
mtu·k over the c.bility of the proletariat to reMsemble a revolutionnry lender
ship and take power before it is overtaken and dentroyed b;r the disintegro.tive 
tendenc;• of cn9ito.l1st civilizntion of "h1ch the threo.tening atomic WlU' ls 
the QOst potent force.• (footnote (1), p. l?B) 

The Olyupinn arrogance of these pygmies. 11 ••• plnces t:>. 

~uestion mnrk over the ability of the proletariat to renssamole a rovolution-
AZY leadership Md take power ••• 11 11 Ple.cas ~ q_uestion mnrk11 indeed. The 
~uontion mnrk properly belongs over tho ability o:£ the V.P. to rise tc tho 
hintoric tacks imposed by a moving proletnrio.~ upcn those vho >1ould be in a 
ro\·olutionn.r,( VD.Il(!:Unl'd. And to \'lhose nuthority does the \1.P. uo~t turn !or 
support of the pessiml.om with which they rognrd the prolebnriat! They turn 
to Trotoky for nupport. In the st\llla infamous footnote (1), J!:rbilr so:rn t!v>.t 
t~n the eve: ot the war "Trots~J not only recognized the retrogressive 
process tuld the key rolo o:£ Stalinism within it, but llll\da this recoguition 
an important consideration in his cnlculo.tioun •• ,His brilliant nrticle, 
'U.s.s.R. [llld the Wor.' ~trittun n :re"'r weeks after the '"'nr ber;an, 'trns bin 
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final roundod prosontation on the subJeot of retro~ression and tho nature o! 
tho Russian state. In this articlo ho poses tha entire quoation from the 
point of view that either the trar will conclude with a revolution ••• or tho 
proleto.rint td.ll fail to take power ani require e. completo re-nne.lyois of 
Marxist t"undnlilant.U.s, including the possibility of e. yorld of ·oureaucratie 
slave states. 11 The recklessnvss of the W.P .. comrades in astounding .. 
Trotsky never left any doubt as to whoro he utood. on tho ohnrnctcr of this 
epoch. ~ ~ third nltornativu ~ ,M A~ them. Re-read 
11 Tho USSR ln War". Ree.d how Trotslc;y demolished :Bruno R. "ho wo.s mong ths 
first to posit the "buran.ucratlc collect1v1st 11 third alternr~t!ve in l'thoAe· 

embrace Shechtman no>r lMguishes. Study Trotsky's intrBnsigeance on this 
·qucsti~n. Whon Trotsky considered retrogressioniom, be considered it onlr 
negatively by saying that if there were retrogression, 1f the proletariat 
failed to ronko the revolution then we would have to abandon J.!arxi.am as a 
science o! revolution. And thi·s Trotsky never d!d, nor gave any indication 
or doing. Or does Erber now wish to draw this concluoion for Trotsky? 
And in re-reading 11Tho USSR In War" it would be ""ll to pay especinl attention 
to thle patu~clge from. it: "Twenty-five yesrs !n the scales of history. t-than 
it is 11 question of profoundest changee in economic And cu.lturel syatems, 
weigh less than nn hour in the life o! DBn. Whet eood 1a the indiTiduol who, 
because of empirical iallut•es· tn tha.ev~rss o! ~he~ ~r n ~~. ren~ces· 
a goal that ho ••t !or himself on the b!lllio of tlm ezperionee nnd Dllt.Uysis 
of his entire previous lif'eti,. ... Tho Fourth !nternat.ioMl did not by I\CC1dent 
call itself the world party of the socialist re,~lution. OUr road is not to 
be chang9d. lte steer our com•se to'mlrd the wrld revolution .... • (In Defense 
of 1:\nrxJ.sm, p. 1.$) Yet it is to this same Trotsky that Erbor now attrfb!ltes· 
retrogreusioniat tendenc1ea. 

Like the I.K.D., the W.P. looks at .the degenere.tion of the 
Russian state and from this it .mak:ee its Ill/Pro.!. sol of' tho world situe.tion. 
It therefore can Ullderstand, a.nalyze and explnin nothing. . It is fearful 
that the proletariat may be def.eated," It blllllles Stru1nis•• tor this. ;It 
therefore tekeo Its defeatist positiun as re~ds Russia on the basis of its 
pasoirnia: ro.;ard1ns tho proletc.ri:.n .revolution. ·And on the b~U~is of this 
defeatism it hoaps .:.lnise on tlw heads of those leaders o! the ·Movement· tmo 
reject Sbacht~1 s miserable positions and insist on the ~evolutionary 
perspontive for todof. 

The Johnson--Forest tendency ill :fam1l1in" with this Shachtmanl.te 
rubbish. 11'e have fo~ht it for year• at every turn. We shall uoe our . 
energies to rip the masquerade of tho W,P • 1s defaatl.sm from tho 0queetion 
mark over the !'bility of the proletariat• which sulks beneath it. 

This pessimism :r:imnl.ng unchecked in tho Movement oen do it 
incalculable harm. Let those who would oppose the offioial defens!.sm of the 
Movement by blocs with Shechtman be warned that they bloc thereby also with 
his retrogressionism. Or, 1111 tho wind now aeeme to be slli:fting, let those -
defeatiat or def'ensist - who would oppose the "buroaucrntiom• attributed to 
tho leadership by bloca with Shechtman be warned that they too therebr 
bloc also vi th his retrogreouion1sm. That 1s whore ~he question m't'k 'belong&. 

- I. llleke · 
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1 

In the discusoions uo hmro hold Md in soco o~ tho orticl<io thnt hnvo 
nppoorod nnd flill llPJ.>oor in t.his l!Ullotin wo havo boJ;U.n to concrotioa ono of ou1• 
nost bnsic poll. ticlll concepts uh1oh hnu apponrod in gonoroli•od fom in our 
politiclll rosolutions and docUJJonts. \7o luwo bODed OIU' politics in l•.rgo ;n•.rt. 
on TrotSky's concqption of tho instinctive urP,o to aociolieD of tho ~orking 
clnss. Thio thcorcticnl obtwont io, !Ol' us, not n holidey phrr.so ior Mn
ifcstooo Md !.loy Do,y spooohos but, r.s r.ll thoor;r, "- guido to action, CUr 
tt.coroticcl Molysis r.nd concroto undcrstrnding of tho proloto.rir.t cuot fora 
tho b"sls of tho thcoey <'-Jid prnctico of tho rovolutionioto. !lou cr.n it bo 
othcr:risc uith ll covonont uhicb br.ooa itoolf first a.nd foronoat on tho conquest 
o£ pormr by tho tlOrkiD~; closeT 

ITo bcgM, thorc:!'oro, by looming to s•Jok out in tho dtdly lifo of tho 
"orkors. in tho fnctory tho O%J.>rossion of thoir instinctive otrhing tou:ll'd their 
liborc.tion nnd the liborc.tion of t"J.l hUJlQ!lity. \!o lo......rnod to nnnl:!zo tho thour:;11t. 
the speech, tho notions of ·tho uoricors -·not nt :f'llCo vllluo, suporficiclly- but 
rnthor tundt'ncntnlly, in its 1nncrr-40st osSonco1 irl.[', \lOrd, dir.loctiev.lly'. In 
thi.B stull,y O.u.:t:l IJ~opc!ol"o.t1on o\U' uorl~.jr coni".odos hnvc contributed ior.!c~sur~bl:;r 
froo . thoir storo of po\'sonlll a.nd i=odir.to l:no17ledt:o o! tho lifo of tho pro-
lot<>rict. · 

Tho concroto .l~onlodi;o no ora notJ ncquirlnp; in O(jrving to · confir:l nnd 
doo]lcm our thooroticcl undorntMdinr; of tho prolotr.rir.t aa c. clnso nJid its ro
it'..tion to other classes. :EU.ll i.tllrxist und.orstn.ndiru;, h0\70vor, rq-quiros. thn.t no 
o:xtcnd our nnoly-sis doopcr. Undorsttmdiu~ the nc.turo ot th.o r.orki~ clr.ss o.s c. 
.,r.olo,. ,. con f§J on to r.n npprocir·.tion ot tho conflicta a.nd contrlldictions ul.thin 
tho cl.nss, the connict1ng currents thn.t pley their pr.rt in tho clnsn strup.r,lo. 
Fundallontr.l.ly tho prolotr.rir.t is tied togothor by <>JDlllln conditions of lifo, b;r 
corJJJoli t'.sp1rr.t1ons. But to vicm tho uorldnr. cltl.uA r.s ono ho'rlo;;onooue TlhOlo io to 
viou it str..ticnlly ond cl>otrnctly. In discussing tho uorkinr; cln.ss· itself, I.onin 
rarely ·ft>ilod. to doscribo tho different otr~tt1 of norkors a.nd their di:!'foring, · 
often contrn:lictoey. rolction to tho clt~ss st!.'I.IF,r.lo. Prob!lbl.7 tho !loot outskw"!d
ing dilllocticr~ nno.lysis of tho prolotorio.t iS ccntt>illOd in T.rototcy•s Ristor;y of 
tho Russian .Revolution r.nd tho boolt dosorvos n cr.roful study troo th1o 1>0i11t of 
vion clono. ' 

Bneic to nn undorstr.ndi~ of tho norid.ng clr.sn r.s a. nholo is its ro
lntion to production. itnd n. further Mnlyais cust r..lso :flrocood !ron this point~ 
uhioh 1a nt tho hoo.rt of tho. oontrlldictions contr.inod uithin tho prolotr.rir.t. 

Tho rolr.tion of uorkors to production, thoir rolo in tho process ot 
production, is not uniforo or id,onticr~. Ono of tho coot oo.sily rocor,nizod 
difforencoa is thr.t of skill. Tho tool nnd die ttllkcr hr.a n different rolntion 
to production thrn 1ho uorkcr on tho nsaacb:cy lino, Rio nork involvoo r. substM-. 
tir~ dcgroo of spocinl trnining NUl skill. Ho ls ono of tho too uorl:oro th<:~t cc.n 
got n cortr.in r.oount ot sr.tis:l'nction f'ron his uork. He fools n gront<l' froodoo 
en his ,job since ho oxorciaoa n dor,roo of intluonco over hia r.<>.ohinos unlilco tho 
r.se011'blor or !'rllductinn naohino or,o!'r.tor nh~ ie co!:!j"'lotol:l dO!'lir1r.tC!d by tho 
noohino or tho ::mcmbly lino. Ho oven ouns cCll•tr.in =•ns1vo tools hinoclfo J\.'ld 
ho str.nds in n rolntion uith other ;:>lll'.sos of pl'Oduotion "hleh L,'l.vo hie r.n 'Uildor
str.ndi.'lP, of his atronP,tho Unskilled r>.nd so:li-sld.llod .,.,rk !.n tho nod·>rn tnctoey 
is i!:ljlOssiblo vithout tho sldllod uorkor - tho buildnr of nr.chinco, tho Dt>.koro 
of tools r.nd dios, tho anintonnnco r.r.d I!O)lr.ir non, Eio spoclr~ skills r.nd trr.in
inll lllso coo.'JNld hil",hor 1>ngos r.nd noko h1n n bit loa a suocoptiolo to unc::JPlo:;nont, 
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.All ilia effects hin aocir~~ ond l>Oli tier~~. It ic the br.ais for 
tho fnet thn.t skilled norkors goro tho firot to ~.chiovo ponorfUl rJ1d str.blo 
union orp;nnizntion "hich in turn helped to rr.iso than ovon fUrther nbovo their 
follou uorkora, ocononicr~~ ,,,,a socinl~·· :But tho <lovolojltlcnt wr.a cr.,.trr.dict
ocy. J,t tho srno tioo thr.t they .. cro t.ho firat to strur.r,lo nili tant~ for thob· 
unions, thoir hil;hor socinl at<'.tua end their apocinl c•>nditiona of "om intro
duced r.stron;; countcu-tondonc.l" of Cf')nacrvn.tisc. 'l'hCiy t".ro tbn br.okbono of 
ronetion...cy cr~.rt unior.isn- dofcndinr, their spocir~ l'ositlon not o>W nt;r.inst 
tho crJ>itnliots but abo l\P,I\inst tho roat of tho norkinr, clnas. Their hir;hcr 
1neor.o 1 hone rnd c:-r ouncrship. occnaionnl ~ltl""J into tho rrnks ot tho:~ lou01" 
bour~;ooisio. tJtc. l'lOl~c than os:"Joc!r~ly susccptiblo to bour~ocis idcolocy in 
~tcnor:o.l rond bourgools 11011 tics in pr..rticulo.r. lt.S Lenin pointed out long n1,, 
those hir.bor atrntn of wrkora r.ro corrupted by co.~i t,._l!.., (,'\lid colonirliDil) 
r.nd. !)rovido tho aocicl br.so for rotomien - in tho U!1i tod Stf!.tou, i'0t1 Dor--iJ.ac 
l'J1d tho ~.llio.nco botnoon local unions ~J1d auniciprl poli t~crl nnchinos. holr 
fonturoa cr.n bo l!lmOod up b:r. tho contrr.dictocy role tho sldllod "orkors l>lr,y 
in tho r.uto unions. In cost loct".ls of the UJ~\J thC\ro in r. aolid coro of union 
lenders !ron tho skilled doimrtconts. '!'hoy r.ro tho ones nith r.b1lit7 ond or
pcr1onco, untlri:>r, in their efforts to naintc.in the union o.nd i'lll~ oducoted 
in tho 11rinciplcs of uni.,nisn. :But thoir u.'1_c!.or!trndint; ~os no tu.rthor thnn 
forool unioni\Ulo \;ban DilitrJ1t stru;;r,lo ic ro~uircd t1hicl: clrtShos ,-1 th 1ho 
peaceful runninr, of tho union, they m-o a conscrvr.tivo end bccltnard !orca tlmt 
c.ctc :-.:3 :-. brccl: on the !'"t'.cl: f..nd !ilo t:e:'kcrs:; · 

'l'ho sizo ottho pliuit in t~hich tho-.r r~orlc plr;;-o on ioportr.nt rolo in 
forning ·tho tho\1/lht iind dotorc.tninr, tho r.ctions t1hich wrlccrs take.. Cocp"-l'o; 
for ox:u:ll'lo, tho hup;o Pord1::ioilr,o l>lnnt·in DotroH ,/hich ocploys ovor 6o,OOO · 
norkors .(nbout 90.000 nt tho hoil;ht of "ar production) nHh tho plnnt of nn 

.independent "uto p~.rts cnJll!fo.cti:ti•or <>o;r>loy:l.hg, l.ot us s~;;-, 2000 'ucirkors. 
Unnists ho.vo alucys understood thr.t ,.orko;s tU'o orr,a.'1ized b7 tho process of 
production itsoif~ :But in tho Ford plr.nt tha affects of this on tho uorkoro' 
conscicusnO:lQ ole Dlch oofc direct C.Dd icnodi:"",tOJ' .. t/i t!'!iil tl:.o ~;ntos. r.ro t'.D'"" · 

s01lbly linooj product.i~n iinos, nnoljino sho:nsi b. tiro plrnt, n stool Dill; a 
p,lr.ss fectoey' ima. Wch DOJ'Oo T'.to norkW undol'a~~.n4s tho co;·~>loxl. ty Of ncdorn 

. prod11ctton ·out soos diract~ its intowr.llon; HI!; iocicl charBctor, Ho·hc• " 
direct roiq.tion tti th "A'Di-kora in very diix ofoDti.1 b:Ccurm.tionu. l!o con soo nt c. 
P".lo.nco· thr.t 110 l:v.8 tr.cbon4ous Jpoi;or ovor ~~~ ...hole productive process, ,; .t. ,'!.trike 
et tho Robi;d plnnt ~s pxtdns1"o rJ1d vUl'tilo fbtlli'icr.tions~ . In n;i~--.ttqr of/:, 
hours oU,or cO"l'llnios in ilotroi t basin shut tin.: do..n, l>reduc<lrs of p~ts nhtqh 
CM' no longor bo uoed. Tho hugo intornr.tionrl O"l'iro ot Ford co.n bo t!ed 11pi 

Evon outside tho tnctocy: In tho hu,'o o.nti~Tnft-Hnrtlcy :Bill do
n:>nstrntion in Detroit tha prosonco of tho l'ord uorkors n•.do ~- qUoli tntivo 
difforonco tillch thcy could SOOo 'J.'hro\1/lh force Of nunbo.-o thQ)• C"'lld run tho 
city of' Dor.rborn. ~ dooonstrntion of Ford norkors hno na.tionrl. roporcuaaions. 
They nrc r. ponor in tho f'nctocy rJ1d outside it. 

CoD!'orod to this tho 2000 \10rkors nro ns nothin~. !!!hoy don't soc and 
cr.nlt soc ea rondi~ rJ1d ns concrotoly h0l7 nny nett on thcy ·:::t,;,.t trka er:n hr.vo 
aubato.ntial sil;llificnnco other thc.n on nr.rro.o shop nnd union quoationso Tho 
ta:odoncy 1a r~..,r~s to·r.nit tor tho loo.d fron tho bi~;~;or e.'>nps r.nd loer~s te-. 
thr.t is t~horo tho l>Ol7or lies. 

!.J.l this is roflocted in tho Fo1'1l. wrkoro Tho :aou.;o l'lo.nt contc.tns 
nithin it !!'lOll~; tho nest o.dvrJ1cod Md n111tnnt uorkora 1n Dotrr>it nnd, thoro
foro, in tho no.tion. Diroot~ Jloliticnl quostiono ploy or.111ch r.rontcr pr.rt in 
tho lifo of tho union thnn in other locclso J.nd tho spocial history of tho 
Ford RoU~;O local roflocts this in pr.rt, pnrtioulr-.r~ tho influon.oo tho Str.lin
ists hr.vo t;o.inod ond rotro.inod sineo Jord \10.1 f?rt;o.nisod. 
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'l'horo era onn,y ooro aourcos fat.• tho dbf:foroncoa ~t oxiat vl thin 
tho ,orld.Dil clllss, cost ir.lJ'Ortnnt OIJODil than, tho quoatlon at tho liO/ll'O r.nd 
nntlonal Dinarl tioa, Jlut one flnal ano r.lll bo cnnoldarod hera. Tlmt ls t!!a 
l'olo.tlon of 110rkors ln dlffaront lnduotr1oa to tho clnso atr~~MlO, 

'11o nccapt ne " co=nplnco tho dlst!.nctlon bot,oon han\Y nnd lir;ht 
industry, botnaon !'ra<luction noada nnd coni!Wlars r,oods industry, :!Mt vo'r'J 
afton tho affocto of this distinction on t.'lo norkors tllD:1solvoa nro not 
npprocintod, llh<~t nro tho dlfforoncos bot.oacn tho t,o ty;,os of industry? 
(Actually, far " sorlaus r.nal;rsls, this should be broken donn :Curthor tor thoro 
ora ~ r;r!ldAtions fran tho honviost to tho l!r~' teat.) By nnd lr.rr,o, h00\>7 
industry is chnrttetorizod by lnrr,O'L' fnc·tarlos, r.rootor centralizntion r.nd 
!roll; or corpora.tioas r.nd c. gron.tor prol'>orti,.,n or constrmt enr,i tal to vr.r1o.bio no 
nr.ainet annllor ahuptr, doconti'ctlizo.t1oil f'J'.d n i.'dninun o:r !lor.vy on.chinOl'y 1n 
lll;ht industry. In r.dditinn, hOOV'J industry hns n doclsiva lnflucnoc ovdr tho 
oconoey ns n 'O'halo nhlch l.s nat shr.rod by l1r,j1t indc.str:r. J.ll of thls ht\s 
different affects on n1nors nnd stool nnrkors on tho one hnnd nnd toxtilo 
workers r.nd nr;ricultur<ll. lcllorors on tho other, 

Tho_ offocts o! J.n:r~o fo.ctorios, r.ron.t corporr.tiqns nnd oxtrono con
trr-.l.1:a.t1on vo ho.vo soon., Ho~V"J industry· "R'Orkors tond to bo or~;nnlzod 1n h~o 
canbln:ltionri', afton contmlizod ln ono or· tno bi;; cl tics. In llr;ht · industr:r 
tho "OO:rkC!'s C-"""Q disporscd to.nd nro dcp~i'vcd of tho !ccli:c.'; c! ~tra.1t;th ~h!c.'l 
ch:u-octorizos tho others. 'l'ho DI\SS of constr.nt cnpito.l 11h1ch tho norkoro in 
br.sic industry foco, their direct donin.."> tian by tho or.ohino, nn.":es it onsier 
far .then to .soo tho icporsan<ll. and ,~oriorr.lizod oh!'.l'nctor o:t .their oxplo1tnt1on 
r.nd their a.nr,or r.nd hntrod is turned rondily ~nst·tho 11 a;;rston.11 In liF,Ilt 
ind11stry the <D;t>loitntian is ooro porson<ll., tho C<\l1itr.liat or his <~iroot DI!ODts 
con !lOre o"sily be hold rospanslblo rnthar tl'"Jl ca!'itol itself, ~,>oro io n 
gra<~tor tendency to boliovo tho.t in tho next i'l'.ctary or tho next tonn thinr,s 
oro bettor,· Tho knonlcdgo thnt o.nY nlnor or otouluorl:or or rrJlrond. norkor ho.s 
thnt t1hon ho shuts his industry d0\7n tho ·,bolo oconoey cranks to n hr.lt is 
r.1Jsont in non-b<U!ic in<lustry, 

Thaso dU:torencos hr.vo lw\ their influence· on tho h1st0!7 ot tl1o 
workers. Tho norlcors in lil;ht 1n<tustey nrO C'lnly r:-.rtly' or,-;an1zod 1 hnvo n ouch 
lowor stmdr.rd of livinr,, r.ro ooro bnok'llr.rd l>Oli tic<llly, Tho workol:'• in hor.v,y 
industry nro nora ~~~1ror,rosoivo.11 

llut tho nnttor docs not end, hero, Tho si t>.w.tion docs not ro:r.in 
str.tic but develops i.ualoctlcclly, 'l'ho ndvnocod \7Cl'kors uhc ht'.VO doncnstrntod 
their nbility to sot up pom.onont orr,nnbntions, nllt' hnvo f"umt their \7DI! Ul"' 
,.,ro, nrc oub,joct to n counter tondoney nhlch ls t11o rosul t of this v cry pro
t;rosnivanoss. Tho vary orr,.n.nizntions oghich· they havo built in strur.,.1,lo "r.ct ns 
n po.rtial brnko on their :Curthor novon""t• They tror.suro their unlono nnd 
their tre.di tiono nnd nrc loo.tho to brenk fron than "hen r. hl;;hcir steF,o in tho 
clnss strUF,IllO is ranched, Th<U" ~.ovolnp n cortnin nrr,rni•r.tinn:\1 consorvntiso -
a '<cry undarstr.ndnblo consorvntieo to preserve l7hr.t they built r.t sue.'> cost -
but n consorv~tiso novortholoss, Cortnin strntn of tl:a norkora nclliovo n potty 
bour,,oo1s stnnd:IZ'd of livin;; end enter tho oorruptinr; ntnosphoro of tho nris
tocrncy of lnboro Tho 1>omnnont crisis of doclinillll cq:: 1 t<ll.iso tendo to loa son 
tho icportnneo of thooo differences - but t11cy ronnin nnd tl\lot bo undoratood, 

trho nero b..'\cl~ norkorr., owrc:;ncd b~r t."'lcir ,-;rcn:tcr c:ploito.tinn, 
by 1ll1torncy, by rubsistonco or bo:lo" mbsistonco ute.ndnrdo of ll.vinr,, nro not. 
bound by tho confininr, influence of. :tully dovolopod clnss colln1Jorr.tion o.nd 
their hntrod for their 1o·!4 nhich hns not tho Sllfot-J val vo thnt t rr.di tlon<ll. 
unionisu co.n supply, OXj>lodos l1ith tho r,roo.tost fury in ticoo of crioia, At 
uuah tines atrr.tn nhic.'> hr.vo boon rotnrdod far !J!'.ny yor.rs cnn loC\p for nhor<\ of 
tho nero ndvnnood aoctinno o:l' tho ..orld.nr, clr.ss nnd nlu't th<U" le:cl< in stub1li t. 
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nM. tonnci ty is rv-.do U;> in strildn;; po.,or rJid C>:J.>losl{/C; fo~dol 
Indico~ions of~lia nro visible nround u•• Pour southern nhitos 

nho flocked to ~10 northern inctorioo durinr, tho""'" do.'l::>nstrf'.tO<'. in ~101'1-
solvos thoso contrr.dictions. Tboy 111\d no union trrd1t1on, rr.roly c.tto:mod 
Wli~n nootinr.s r.m!. afton spoke o.ntr.,:;:~niaticrJ.l,Y ot tho union r.nd. 1 ta loril.ors. 
Yot they plr;rod on inport,.nt ptll't in tho 111ld-cr.t stl"ikos Nld rosortat~ ror;uJ.
fnl>r ~o diroct Mtl.on ar,ninat tho boss n1 th toto.J. <lisror;r.rt\ of tho no-strilto 

ow; ond tho C.1sc1plino inJ:>osod by tho union buror.uo•·r.cy, Another indicr.tion 

M~J.l~"ii~ttP...I~_m•tlit, ~~ .. llit\9lo~r}"·ffiifd ~~~a8~ ~gr J~l2llasi1""s 
atrikoa ot tho CIO dooonatro.tod porfoct or,:;on1>nt1on Md on O>:trO!loly llr,h 
lovol of coneciouGnoos, So solid "oro tho "orkors 1n thoao industries toot 
prr.ctically no dofonso ofthoir picket lines """ roqu.1rod oxoopt in upooirJ 
locol situntiona. Co"l'rro thia to tho oilitr.nt strw;;:J.o of tho tolOPhono 
norkoro for lo&sor doncnds, or avon tho forooon nnd tho ·.tolonco 1n thoir 
strike o.t Ford, and tho potontioli tii>s of etro.tr. ot tho "'rkors t.'lr.t crrivod 
lnto on tho scono of tho clo.ss otrur,illo con bo olo.'\l'l;r soon, 

An undo:rstandinr,· of tho <.iftoront stt•nto..vithin tho vorkin.<; cl.,so 
ond ~1o1r novooont 1o osaontinl to ;;uida tho pol1t1co r.nd dnily activity of tho 
rcvol,lti'l!4.,_'7 pr?ty; · -Ooo.'t"r.doe sllo\.tld dovolol' n!thtn th'='t1t!a:tlvoa C'. ·DO!'COI:ti.vit1 

· to tho slir~>tost shift in currant or cl1o.nr,o in oood in tho nor!<1~ clnss, Jar 
1t is 11ith ouCh .undorstno.dinr. thnt tho >>ror;r<lll o:f revolution con t'.Ost off'oot>-
ivoly bo br.our,.'lt to tlo 11crkorse · 

2 

·Tho <.ccisi va field of nork to:r revolutionists todey in tho United 
S~i>.tos ill tlla,or,:;onizod lnbor co ;ouont. Th.~t io, thororo·ro, tho socti~n of 
tr.c r.orkinr, eli>•• no s!>ould study n!.th t..'lo /ll'Ontoot C<'U'Do .One soction of tho 
or~;o.nizod norkliu: cines hns n special status, :Born out of tho norkin,; elnsa,. 
br.Sod on tho ue>rl~1.n,~. clo.BS. ;rot a·tcndir . .r; a.J.:t:t !r.,o ~d ~boVo tho ut:'rldnr, olnet~ 
is tho iabor 'burooucrncn 

' . . .. •, - . ! ; :· 
~hd UW.on bUron,icZ.lic-,f hns lta orir;in in tho stru;,-;loa 9f tho p~c!=o 

lotnrint to ibptovo its condi tiono cit lifo lind to nssori its i>oei tlo.!l i~ · 
sccioty, Frilh lho.' yoey b~-;ilini.nr. Of. nork1n,1 clnse drr;t'.ni~!'tloli ,f,ot! ~I:Wir',io 
londors hnvo boon, ~o~n.up to r,uido! to diroct; to ~.nizo tbb tip,nt_ Soco 
of those loo.dpx'~· lfi>"'~ co'i'o froc outs. do :tho n~rl:irl{j clcisbJ 6thors ucro ooth
ctod 'oy tho purod\ blilf'osooldni; opportuni•n, ;rot fliridru:i~ntolly nll !lOra put 
fonmrd by tho r<lilks booll\.So in one \lilt ai' t'.ll6thor thO".f raproaontO<'. tho stl.'iv
inr.s of tho ,jorl:ors. !rhoy wore r.bla to fornula.to ooro olonrly or do noro 
ot'i'ootivoly nhnt tho .vorkars nontod fornulo.toe. or <7hnt ~10 workers nontod dono. 
But tha,r ozproosad not coroly tho pro~ossivo a.spir~tions of tho "orkora but 
also their bnck;mrdnoss, oontninod in tho bourr.oois idooloey tht\t dooinc.tad 
tho fomo.l thinl:inr, of thoprolotnrint, ond tMa, too, 'tho;r o>;;>rousoc: uith 
r,rcator clnrit.y ~nd coneciousnoss. 

In tho 110110r unions in tho CIO tho :roots in tho rnnko o:t over. tho 
to1> layers of tho buroo.ucraa,r nro still visibloo Doc\r-;o norkors still rocoll 
nhon Fronkonetoon uorkod by their aida in tho Dod,;o ilo.in plont nr.d hold secret 
cootin;~'S in bc.cl: rocoa :ud bnscucnts to ,,r,~Onizo tho union. R. J" Thor' .. \& ia 
still ro:>onborod by Chrysler norl:ors in ~10 BallO uey, 

:aut tho upper lnyaro of ~1o buronucrr.cy nrc co:oplotoly divorcoc\ trou 
t11oir orir;ins in tho ronks of tho. norkinr, clo.es und play n special rolo die
to. ted to thoo by tho posi tiona nhich. thoy oocupy, 

Their condi tiona of lifo o.ro no lon.~or thnt of tho \1Drl:ors.. Their 
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hw;o or.lnrioa r.nd ox;:>onoo o.ccounto, th~ir bonos M<". Vflcntlona, tho aooizll on
vironnont of ct1llitoll.ata o.nd <;evornnont aUiuiola in l'lhiel> thcv fool voey nuelt 
o.t hot\o renovo tha:1 fron tho !'rt:~blor.1a r.nd proaa\li'oa ot tho norkors r.n~. !'o
rJovo free their thinlcinr, tho vo:rkor ond ;:1a !>Oint o:t ,Vi<.'tlo T.ho influonco of 
tho vorkore on those pooplo 1a indirect ond dhtortOI\ nnd derives only froo 
tho fnct thr.t tho social bneia of their poeitiona, !!flr.rios, otc, is +.!to oo>J• 
borohil! ofthair uni"ln::. . • ,, 

!iuch nora docisivo thnn thoir poraonr.l livinr, con~.itiona, h""ovor, 
is tho rolo dlctr.tod to t.'1cn by tho nr.turo of tho ttndo imion covonont under 
cr.!li tcliGilo Tho trr.do unions nroso na instruconte i>t ot:t'UI'.r,lo p:t tho 110r!dnr, 
cl,so under ca;>itr.liao, Thoir functi'n is to rc;>roaont tho vor!:ors in tltol . .
dr;r to ~.r.r conflict uith tho o.·p~tdista in tho :f'ectoey, But tho unions nro 
linitod by tun c•nsi~.orr.tiona: •trat is tho cll-!nclusivo ch"-t'nctor ot union 
nor.borah!p, 'l'ho noot br.ckvnrd "OOrkora in r. shOp r.ust bo inclui'.od in tho union 
if it is to bo offoctivo. Tho rosult is to tio the uninn rovcr.ont to r.n ol
onontnr;y ninir.un pror,rrJl nn nhicb cl.l tiOr}:crs 1 . Ol" :lnst t70rkora.. cr.n nr,roo nt 
r.ll tinos, Scc•n~.ly, tho U.'liono zuoo linitod by tho fr.ct thr.t •nomol• function
inr, in r. enpi tnlist sociot)" :roquiros rolc.ti vo lnbor pcoco nnd aono sort of 
ar,roonont or undorstl'Jltlinr,vith tho cr.pitnliato, usur.lly ooboc'.iod in o. c•ntrr.ct. 

Thus, clt:ll>u,~ ono osaontinl olcount o! unionim ia its chnrr.ator 
c.s n.."'l orr;M ot strur.,r,l.o. cJntrndict~?rY to this .. oven. "'ooc."l.uso .ot this ~ 1-bo 
unions oro nl.so orr;r-JlG of clnss 110:\.CO• 'Just r.s tho ttntu exists tti control 
nnd confine tho class st1'1li;,~lo in-society ns n t1holo, t1h1ch otlt~rnioo uould 
bo tor:> "l'nrt, sl:.lilc.:rl)" tho unions control r.llL1 linit tho cl11so st=-;!;lo in 
tho fnctor;v r.nd rnlco poeoiblo lonr.or or shorter ;>orlods of cl,.sa ponca. 

~o un1 on co:otrr.ct it~ol! oobodios thoao contrr.dictoey oloomtts. On 
tho ono hr.ncl 1 t co:ilif'...ins tho ;;rino uon by tho r.orl:orn end abli;-;ntos tho COO"", 

pr.ny to c c.rry than into offoct. On tho other hcnt! it stt\bilitos tho 11Drkor
d"pi tclist rolntion for o. yonr (or t.,o yor.:rsl rnd is on:Ccrcoi'.. n;,;ninst tlilitnnt 
norkcrs nho utili:o Ol1l,1Crtuni t1cc to &JrJ:o ,-;ror.tor ,-;nina. 

This contradiction ctli1not bo contrlnot! indofini toly in tho lnbo!' 
novooont. liitl:. incror.sinr; forco r.s Ct',Pitnlis:.l doclinos ·r .. 'lt!. r:w.koo n.,ro end i:.oro 
difficult tho nchl.ovonont of .oven tho s:::nllost .-:nl.ns, t1!is contrc.~.iction tqnx•s 
tho lnbor ;.,voucnt- npC'.rt C'.nd Ca:l onl:r t•osult·in tho oxploair.n of tho rovolutir.n 
nhich ovortbrnns coJ'l!)lato]Jr t.i.o olonD!lt of clr.ss por.co imd its hU!".t'Jl rr.cnts in 
tho lnbor :1ovonont. An incronsin.-; !'l1Jlr.r1zo.ti _,n in tho lo.bor :u variant is t.."\ldnr; 
IJlnco toC'.ny- 1n nhich tho f'orcos nt rovol t, tho h~.trccl. ~it\ r osontnont ,.,f tho 
110rkors, '.ro colloctin.~ r.t ono polo oncl r.ll tho" oir'.ht tltr.t bour.~oois society 
c:m tlllstor to onforco clnss poccc is boilll; r.ssonblod nt tho other !lOla, In 
tllis situntion tho lnbor burorucracy, driven by tho nood to rmi!lkin tho lr:bor 
unions in their trndi tinncl fern, r,oos over conplotoly to tho side of class 
ponca 'r.nc\ l'.bc.ndnns ontiroly its crir;inol role of ro;-rosontr.tivo of -tho 'nC'rkcrs 
1n their stru;;r;lO C'J;rJ.nst cnpi tr~. · 

It io t!!Us tlto nood of cr.J>itr.lisn to linit tho clnss nt:ru;;;;lo nncl tho 
nr.turo nnd role of tho lnbo:r unions thr.t nrkooof tho lebor buror.!lcro.ts rr,o!lts 
ot cr.pitr.l in tho 110rkillr, clo.ss novooont, lnbor ltoutonrllts of cnr>itnlisn- " 
positio!l, it oust bo snid, uhielt they occuru vcey T1ill1n.';ly, dthou.t c.ny 
visible ro:torso r.nd for ultnt iB Nnlly " l>itt:nco cnnsidorin.~ their iru><>rk::co 
to c~,itnlist society, · 

Tho union londorahip is not, of c,.,ura!l 1 r.n \U'.:roliwod sun.np. It ox
torA.s !roo tho sUOI:tita nhoro it is in ror;ulr.l" cr,ntnct vith tho ,-;ovornoont rJ1t1. 
u,o bour;;ooisio to it• losrost rr.ni<B- tho atounrdu r.nd tlto o0t1Ill.ttoon® in tho 
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shops l!hD ro)>roaant t!1o !lOll dl.roct:cy rv.;!llnat tho foronon r.nd :>lr.nt J:IOli<V;o::c·tt: • 
J,a ono ;;ooa donn tho lnM.or tho contnct "1. th tb.o rMlco b otron,~thonod. Md tho 
o:rficl.ols boeo:>e ooro roll>Dnal.vo t' the ncod.s ~n~. dodro• •f tho 17•rl:or:. 
!!vc."l in tho lr·.,c•t ronks •f tho UDI.on lordorshlp tho c·ntrr.dict·r,r ola:tants 
con bo :r•und but tho .~oo.tor vol.rllt 11 uoucll.i "" tho aice or clr.as strurr.lo 
lo.-..dorlh ip, 

Tho c"r.v.ti ttoooon and at017r.r~; cono ~.iroctl;r fro" tho. rnnlt r.n~. fl.lo, 
Tho shr.ro tb.el.r inconc r.ndthoir oxl.atonco, 'rho rcap•nso to n fr.11uro to 
strut;.~ a r.ol.li trnt:cy ~r to r oproaont tho con r.doquntol.;r is imod.into Md ntr<w-;o 
In tho lc.,oat stnt" of the londerallip cnn bo !•und cr.n;r o:f tho nrst aol:f'• 
sr.cr111cinr, ""rl:crs, uorkora ..t th r.bili ty n!:o hr.va clrcr.dy ontnbliahc<t then
salvos o.s london nt "thor v~rkora, unrkorn n1 th r. hi;jh lovol of cnneei,..usr,ooa 
rJlr'. undoratrntUnr.. l!oro :-.rc 'itlrkors v!ln, r.han tho~." bocnno rov("'lutlt""niots, c:m 
provide t!to r..r.G t c~noci"US lor.iloro~ip tn tho norkOI"B in tho :l:,'npo nnC Cr.n re
cruit, M<". b'.lilt'. tho pc.rt;r ttl. th tho ;;ror.tost o!!act, Tho;• nrc nn iDJ>Ortrnt 
!told for l'lerty rocruit.-,ont. 

It ic boc.-,uao ~! thia, hoirovor, tl:.-,t c•nrr.4oo s.'tould un~.oratr.lld tho 
contrr.dicti•ns t7:dcb r.ro present oven hero, Tho cmnit~OOr:lC!n r.lld stOiml'l'. 1s · 
collo:l. upon to D:l!orco tho cnntrnct ~. t1hilo n ;;ood stw.IU\'. fir)lts tor nll he · 
cnn .~ot for tho norkors ho roproaontu ho 1s11.od to tho cnntrc.ct rnd fools ~.ut:r 
boun.C!. t' SUl'!Y.'!"t !t., lio ncca;'ts tho c':"ntrnct as o. norml. ury ,f lito in tl~o 
:ra::tor~ nnd is often io n ;_>osition uhoro ho hns to cni'orco it n;;ninnt tho 
norkors, nr a.t tho l.ocst,. infcrn norkors. thn.t thQY lir.va.no clc.:1n nr ,-;r1ovr.nco 
under t!io l!"ntrr.ct, ~o o.l.c nf'tho C:'<'i toliots rlld tho top lr.bor loaders rnd 
tho toodoncy 1n lo.bor contrr.cts is to sopnr<>to tho lonost o:l'iicinls £ron tho 
r:o.n.'<: and .fila. Thoro h.'lS boon n c•asldoro.blo dovolOl<.wnt in tho dil."oction of 
lu.vin;; :fcnor shop roproscntotivos r.nd puttio.<; cot10ittoooon on :fllll tico, 'lihoro 
n st011nrd ro1>rosontod 50 or 100 r::on vl.tl1 nhoc ho vorkoo, ·nou .(c.s in· tho ·Ford 
contrt\Ct) ono oomi ttoocon ·•oill rcproocnt 500 r.o~kors rnd "ill not hN~o to vork 
on " IJ!l('llino nt o.ll. Cc:.:pon,y roprouonto.tl.vos r.ru constnnt]y· nttooptinr. to bribo 
otOIUIZ'ds vl.th fr.vorr. o:r r~l ~.lm'.s ... or.aicr Jobs, .hl;;;hor rr.tes of P!Vo pr.usos 
:Croo tho plr.nt, otc .• - pJ1ovidod 'tho stetmri ttill l'l<W bcll ttith tho conp<l!'.y, 
i'ho job ot u st-owr.rd is boco:-:in;; in~o~ain.-:l;r tcc!l.""lierJ.. ( tino st~d:.'t ote~l-&.n..d 
Ll:'JlY' nilitr.nta tiro, scored nil~_ fron tho ro.st b)' its CO!:i!'loxlW• ThO r~~ti,i_t. ~·s 
thct ~ n"f the lollo:t tm!on !':f'f!C!als hi\VO •1,oo:l' SOl"';'l.ra.tod fr0n. tho rmkD .to 
aoco ·<>cton\ ond 1r,y to koop their Jobs to .koop tho rrotoctien nnd fr.voro tihlch 

. tho job ,~;1 vas thOo. Tho lono-St leyors cf tho unio"r, lor.dorship r~sa dovolo!' L\ 

lo;;iticnto or.-;cml.zntioncl lo;rolt;r to tloir union,. :!!hey ••.ro tho eonacl.rus un1nl1· 
Drop~-;nndists. ihlt uhii"o t!1i!J is·n noCaasity .in tho 'buildinr; r.nd Tlr'..ir.ton..~Co 
of r.ny orr,nnbc.tion, in t!.r.oo o:r crisis this lnyr~t;r c:>n tor.u>nr:uot:cy rote.rd 
·,~ood ulllon cl.li tnnts fro':' ~trildn.~ out on n nou ro~. 

-:Botnoon tho l<most r.nd tho h1;;host lovols o:t union loodorship thoro 
nro J:U\DY r:rr.dr.tions. An vndoratnndin;; ot tho lor.dors!lip ns r. t1holo or.d 1 ts 
dif:foront stro.tr. ~.ro roqul.rcc'. for ""'ct:toctivo stru.-;;;lo o;;r-.1nat the lnbor bur
oaucrr.ey o.nd for t!10 bnildio.-; of tho ravolutionnrv t>art:r 'in tho f~ctnrioo, 
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EXPORT· POLITICS 

After seven years-, the 11Uliique contributions" ot the Workera 
Party- have 'been proved ba..•'1!crupt by the tent of events •. This it3 domonf'tratad 
by tho test of the ~'l.P. itself'. For how elsa ·can one explain the,.r •ubst1t:.. / 
ution for their political contributions of or~snizationol politio~. ~bel;· 
ovcrwhelcing concern ~dth questions of clique, of r~gio~. o! organi~nt1onal. 
maneuvering, of 11 honesty 11 ond 11 s1ncer1ty.". · Th~ir latest dcnonBtration along 
these lines is the 11Stateoent of the lrationcl Coo.-:.1 ttefl of the ~1or1cers Party11 

{:Bulletin !J!. the' \·Torl:eru Pnrty, Vol. II, No. 6) c.n tlle Jol;mson-iorest tendency 
and our resignation :Cron the li.P. A stud;r of this doeunent revealn that the 
cethod of "honesty, II so fervently recornended by the ~~\P. is a. cor.u:tOdity 
for export only and not for internal cor.~ption. 

The decisive section of the State~nt is What anounts to a 
revised statecent on unity which is tacked on to the end. It sayu 11 the NC, 
without involving itself in any ~ay in the.decisio~ as to the relations be
tween .the Johs•on1tes and the SWP, is :fully at111re of the fact that the split 
of the Johnsonites and -their appiication for n~:>nbership in the SWP is tant
amount to a declaration taat £or their part the question of unity between 
the t."F ar.d the SW'? has U~tm l'f':itx:rved tror.t thG or~ar of the ticv" ••• The HC is 
likc~<lse fully aware of the fact that a corresponding action by the S11'P 
wou.ld sinilarly be tantar.Iount. to an open declaration on 1 to part that the 
Sta.tecent __ on ·uni-ty no 10n6er retaina evo!l the for!JO.l cozming to which the 
a9tion$ and st'atecents of the SWP leade:z•bhip- h8.•1e reduced it. · ' 

"The Workers Party vill not boaihte to dra" the conclusions 
· :fro:J the particularly hypocritical blow at unit;; ieliver~d by the Joimsonite : 
s]lli t and ell thOse responaible for it B.nd '\·rill continue to act in unwavering 
fidelity to its conception of the de~oerutic character of the pp.rty and its 
revolution'ary principles in general. 11 

, The transfer of. oembe,;:ship of the Johnson-iorest .. tendency b.M· .. 
followed both. thS letter and the spirit o:r thn ·u"'.i ty nereer.tent 'bet\·Ta~n· the- .. 
l·r.P and the SW"?. Xhe · uni t;y agreement p1·ovld-es for suoh a. trooui'er providihg; 
both part1iis ngree. :Soth have al!l'eod. Once. this is estl\'l?lished .. we CBll 

gras~ the none too .subtle il!Ipli.co.~i~n of _the 1'1P Str:tecant. 

A prefatory note ~o the Statement nr~ounnea that the cooing 
plenum of the liP national Conr.li. ttee lrill coopletely r~view thf;:. ei tuntion 
11 not only w1 th reference to the Johnson Cll~i tulP.tion .but to· the ·question_ Qf 
unity itoelf. 11 It is to·be a full revie>t 0nd there ,,-ill, thcroforc, be no· 
need for acbiguity or double talk. What· sort of revi&w ia intended? Do 
you intend to continue along the lines of ;t\J"C.r. Sta.·tcm!3nt7 Let us ba conm·etO. 
What do you mean by 11no longer retains evml forTJn.l. nel!ing? 11 .Do you now 
:riej ect un1 ty? Do Y•1U now envision a rosy future in conbinP.tion 'i"ri th the 
11 ~entr!f'ugal forcas 11 in th,e International.? 

If that is you~ new ~osition. then understo~d that you and you 
idone beer responsibil:i.t:! for it. irot·tre, wl.l.o.ha.-,c notivs.ted our transfer 
ade(J.Uately in our July· .5 COnference Reso1u£1cJn: .· !Tot the. S't':P which onnoUnceG 
1 ts continued adherence to the un1 ty o.groene~t. llot even e. technical viol~ 
ation of the agreecont exists to j~stl.fy. •ucli n·poaiti.m. 

Should such n turn be ·1\~.tei:ipted by the lTP it would. stnnd :fully · 
the world as unprincipla~ ,<l!'litters of tho r.~6vecent, as bank- · 

pol11t1c:1aJns )<ho 11\ibo;•dinated the pol1 tical noe.ds of 'the covecent to 
11uniquo"conception of. the · organl:zntionol ·chsr.Mter of ."o'li't1ClE 

HL'.:~':Ci•_:Zlic>:c.:e:,;2·1'.:_;;;o··,· .·.:,'.::'·~_;:·. · -":;._·:.;. 1 ~·:·~-~-~~.J· .. ~:~~i:_~t1 ~~~~': ~-·· ::·: !(:_:;·~~-;_;~;_.: ·.-'· . . '·' ,,.,~, 
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snd tho theory that principled po1~tioal bphavior 1a for eXpo;,t only. .'!!he 
clut;r on such ellports comes high, ... l!e 'tiP will inev1tab1~· pay the price for 
treating so cavalierly the fundSmental conception and metllod of IW.:isrn, 

!!!he. introduction to this. pla.ying with Ullity, 'it• ·pou.t'ical 
rationalization provideo the body of the Stateme11t. !l!be 11olitical charge 
contained in. this Statement ,.s, of coures, "capitulation. The proof? 
A''list o~ no leos than seven ques~ions on 'tthich, we allegedly cit);ter agl'eed 
·tli-th the WP a• egains t the SIJp or had our otm position ogainst both pru•ties 
and ·oD. whiCh ·t,e are now suppOsed to have .abandoned. our positions. 

The charge of capitulation to· Cannon is not new, It was 
raised for the first tims in the diecussicn that pr·~r.adod tho 1946 Conven
tion of: tho WP at ·which t.•e presented resolution• opposed to th• line of the 
Ill' ·Jiajority on ail'JilB"jor .questions :facing tho party. It io only nocense.ry 
to describe the or.tginal cbn.rge, .howe:er, to refu~'the mm one. The charge 
at that time •4as that of ·noll tical crroi tUlatior. to the StiF. It referred 
to the fact that pur political posUiOnG (o.n tho Unit•d Statea, on the 
Negro' g.uest1oil,, on the European revolution, etc.) t·rere .!n generel closer 
to the general line of the SliP than that of the liP; In tlds they even in
cluded. t~ Russian question, :pointing out-~ cc-rrectl:· enough, tht.lt 1.10 "sharf:ld 
with the work~r• statists a fundamental rejection of any •tllird alternative.• 

. TheW'? leadership cOncluded from this· tla.t .our Politieiil line)·· 
if' canied to its logical concludon, ',_ould result in our orgcni:ntional 
e.:ffiliation with the 51'/P. ~!erely extend 1946 to August 1947 end now these 
se.me·honest and. sincere fakers claim that oar proposul to ,join the SI'/P 
meanB tho"aba.nd.Onme_nt 11 o:f the same posi tiona which ·in J 9lJ6 'tTere closer ·to_· . 
. the SWP than the '1/P, · Sbacht::ian now embrltMo our poll.tiaal line in a uiil.- . 
lateral "bloc" - the same line "hich in .1946 he rejected no "Ultra:-l~ftism',cH::~~~; 
"oectarisnll and, if you please, 11 0a.nnon1sm," . . . 

This in the achool· of· 11 honeot• polit.ics io ·accepted as 
·serious politics. principled politics. !lot (God forbid!) unprincipled 
combinationiem and the subordinntion of politics to orgnnizntionnl 'needo; ... 

. We bava nei thor the epace .nor tJ,S· deel.re to disc&s .in detail··. 
each of tha quest1ono.on which we are ouppoaed to lta.ve 11 C".a.pitu.lnted." ·The 
positions \'te have taken are recorded in ar.ticle·s end reSolutions nnd- cr.4' 
avail.ab1e :for all to see. U:Uike the 1'/P leadership >Te e.r" loyal to our 
p"et. · lfe have developed our pooi tion'e openly and publicly (tnd will chapge 
them in the sallie wa;r. Further, our point of view 11i·ll be preriented once . 
again in two major docu.r.~ents·that will bo publbhed 'shortly;· .S:owever, if ., 
only to prove that "honesty• for· the ·t·IP is an export commodity·- to increase' 
their curren"cY ebroo.d -· end not: :for ."intarnCtl conraumpti-on,. 1 t is necaesary· to ... 
review the imposing 11ot of' 11 capi:tUJ.ations" mentioned in the· Statement. . .. . . . 

On t~hat questionii"'hava we •capitulated?" !l!he liussian quest-· 
ion. Why? We ·don't propose to raise it e.rtii'iciall:r in tho SliP tocJ.e:r. 
Horrible capitulation I Ilut there lla• been no formal discussion of. the 
Russian question in the wP (and 11e have asked for nona) 'since tl.e 1941 ' 
Convention of the party· •. Have 11e, therefore; 'cal>itul'\ted· to Shnchtlli(ID and.' 
bureaucr .. uc collectivism for six years? Even Sbaahtman, "bo hac ,Just 
covered. tl::.:1t \.""C ~-re-s w-ith him on t~V~r.rthing else, h...'l.B not ·auapocted tl_l.i!l~·.:. 
Who, in the United States or abroad',' that knows of the Jobaoon-Foreat •>. · 
tendency does not know our position on the nature of the Russi~~n ·' ·. 
And who can indicate one wrd, writ ton or ·Verbal, in. !>gliRh or .J.lro.u,o. 
where we have modified our positicn 'in the slightost· o>• show 
of .doing so? Whence, then, come• tlie che.re:eT The sole 
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evidence 1o that we propose to fuse wi~h.;. !'ftl't:r ·tilat bas a writers atati~" 
position and agree to accept the di~c~pline ot th!lt piU•t;y. lliit ·did. not -
Silachtman propose to do the very_ sa"" thing just a !ev short montha_ ego? 
Of cour&e, ·of courael llut the w:P loclto its positions in undergrount! steel 
vaults end treasures them :forever. Other groupo rnuot ronign thcniaelves to 
being bound b;y the rule of 11honest;y. 1' • 

WG have also 8ce:oitula.ted11 en our former nrajec::tion of' the 
Cannonite pooition during the ,,.;... no oellll.-nooial patriotic ... 11 Dooo thie 
refer to the :ror~~ation of toleacoping.the struggle ~ninot invasion an~ 
tha otruggle egainst the bourgeoiaie at home used by the Slf.!' in 1941? To 
drag this issue out now, after the t.'P contluded ita last polemic on the 
Q.Uestion six years- ago changes s1z 11 CJ;li''·tu1a.tifJnsf' to aevan, :Rut 11hat other 
.function does it serve? Tell us, deal: comrade~, whnt !:\~eo we to do? Lnuneh 
a p~lem1o on the question? llut you v!V> have sehecl ever;r opportunity to 
sharpen the ili:f'ferences between t~.e 1{p and the SWP havo oaid nothing :for 
six ;years. Or are ;your Ctlll.Ono of politicAl conduct only :for export? 

. irext we heve the question of defe~>tism in China· durilll: the· 
imperialist war. At this point, quantity cbrulges into quc.11t;y; 1>'hat was, 
in a pitiful 1:'!f!Y, h!!morous ~th its t<'tcl. l=tek of relo.tion to rcolity, 
becomes, as the list o£ "co.p1tuln.tions 11 gro,'IS longer, the mOst callosal . 
brazenness seen in IIIWiy a ;year. The effrontery is so l!uge that. it becomes. 
imposoiblo to answer, Thera is not a hint; not a sign, in wh'lt the 1f.!''hnS 
Wl.'itten or wh~i we have written, to indicate what could posoibl;y be .meent. 
We don't even ask :for proof or evidence tr.n.t the charge Is _,justified~· .Just. 
what .!§. the "capitulation?" llut we dr>:n1 t really e"J)act an answer; :r~r :from .. 
politics based on the homily "honesty iS the bCJst policy" it 19 only half 
a step t~ "silence is golden.''.· · / 

!!!he" capitulation" that :follows is anti-climactic,·· It 
descends to solid earth (a little lower ·perhaps) rind can be cbilracterioied 
simpiy aa o. lie. ·We have. abandOned, s~vn_ thEi. ~tateinent. ·'-'the Johnson! te 
suppo::t,, even i! ·mth onj.U tria-l6r~1at iaotlvatiofi, o£ tlw :tut~iunal· rosin.~. 
a.hce- moVements. during tbe·:_war, end_ its rejection of the Cenno~te position·, 

, as insanit7.": _-:Believe it or riot; turn.the page upside._down Or read it .. 
. under iilfr&-r_ed lii:ht, ·there it is, "Even with an ultra-leftist· ll\Otivat1od'l · · 
Thera io a formulation for you l In the school o:r "honeat11 po111!ics it rates 
"A" and 11 trip to tha head o:r the clnss .. What does this sa;y-7 lult our. . . 
position on the r~sistance movements was the .!!l!!!!!! e.r. the.~ of tha.11'P; only ' 
the motivation w·aS different. Here we submit some evidence, In. 1944 the · 
WP- held a Convention at which this ·tms the min queaUon, At. that Con
vention the resolutions of the Mn,jor1t:r and tho Johaoo>o-Forast I-li11orit;y. . 
ltere pre_sented in direct oppo91 tion _to each other, thE! first; being _based· on_ .. 
the perspectives of the-democratiC revolution, the secona on tho prOletar
ian revolution. This basic difference has, · since 1~1;4. not disappeared 

. lro.t been nggravated ancl el'i:ended. It ~s what divides uo to dey on our 
world orientation, In the hands of the 11honest 11 politicians this differ
ence becomes n dif:f'eronce - in "mot1vn.tion, 11 I

I 
-2b· The fifth heapi tulc.tio:o." in on cur ·:l.llcgod support o-r th~ 

~'"~ revolutionary :policy of the -liP in the mae a organizations during the war 
'"~'it(', against the opportunism of the' sii?. T.heso people. remember only ttbat suits 

them- end they are dl.ffioult to auit. Let us refresh their . from 
.. , .. · our resolution on the American question. !rhe Workors Part", ve 

~~~~-~ .. :; 11wl1ih1n the co_n!ines of' the program o:f, the Fourth Interrm.tionaJ., 
fj}f-'.·'· the .Menshevik mode of thought and· analysis 'of the American :;~i~,t:~~:!~'n 

~
!t:i( :. "Be.Qt1<111a o:r the Party, unable 'to recona1le themselves to· the 
';{ b;: .. :·~ .. ;: . --' .. 

t:~r.r,~~.;~ '..:.~c:·.:~ . .-::. ::_•;· 

... 



' ' ' ' ,. t .. 

practices which result from this conception •• ,'1 ate., ·etc., e·ho; . ·And the: 
SWP7 We said that its practice, too, wa.~ opP'lrtuniat., M -. Mirbe __ Socialht. 
!lorl:ers ·Party has had one inestimable· edvanta«e over tne lforker's l'EU!t:V in 
thet in general,· and in particular in ito treatment of interne.tional no1fs,. 
lt shotrs !'JOt the. faintsst trace of ratrogtens:1.on end places iteol:t befo:re · 
tho Am.r~can working class as tha Trotskyist party of the socialist revol'- · 
ution P.t home and "broed, lfot only in t~la.tion to Europa but in relation· 
to th• :·r.l ted States the Sl·fl? propa«anda is in. tlle :f\1ll Trotskyist ~radi tioil. 
in th~t lt is conscious always of the clallenge to the bourgeois order 
containeu in tha aggressive actiona of the px•oletariat •••• " Thei'b you ha'te 
our support of the revolutionary polio:[ of the liP. lfe have thus eluded the 
affectionate ombrnce of the WP, Pol! tics Clcl<ea strange 'bedfellows - and 
en 11 honest 11 girl doesn't atand a. charice • 

. •·.·. ·, t_ 
· .. :.:-; ~ ·.' \.i ••. 
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/ ai dOeo the WP,. wor•hip our politics in public only to 

. ephemeral and unprincipled bloc behind the ocones. 
trade it oft tor an 

The confusion1st poll. tics of the l•IP is nowhere indicated· more· 
clearly than i" o. 11oapon recently ndded to their arcenal and brandished vil!
orously _in theb· E tc.tamont. Let ua hear them. "Johnsori now considers a 
discussion o:r· these decisive questions (Rullsie.n question, m.ti c:nn1. question, 
etc.) 

1 nothi~else but a demoralizing repetition ot the disputes of 1940 1 • 

His resolution states that the political evaluation of unity 'cannot be. 
booei upon anything else but the strategic perspective of the American 
revolution and the building of the American Party;' that it is necessary 
to 

1
proclaim the needs and taSks ~f th~ Ame~ic~~ Rc~cluticn && the base ror 

the unified American Party •••• • It is a conception that breaks with the 
spirit of international1siD, with the progam and trndit:!.ons of the Trotslcy
iot movemerit and all Merxiot movement-a before it, and is only· a new varieti 
of National Eolshevism ••• The ~~rld movement is d1vldad into two me~n teni
:eneies by the question of the nt'.ture of the Stalinist state B.lld ·its defense, 
and the attitude of revolutlollists towards Sta11nisr.> and the.·Stalinist · 
pnrties. One tandency \'iOuld trans:form the Fourth Internnt.ionnl. 
il!to a left Hing o:.· lett cuver: for Stalinism~ !rhe· other wotild prei!erve 
it~ hietoric role o:r revolutionary .,.enguard, left wing of the proletariat'.:· 
The al'tifice of .the ao-called· '.American ·question 1 is, so far ail Johnson is · 
concerned, merely a cover tor his capitulation on the key questions of·the 
movement. Johason is a.ohield of the r.ight wing ~n tlio international 
movement ..... " · · 

'Who are th• interm.tionalisto and who .re the shields of ~he· 
' right wing of tho movement? /'· 

The WP defines the bdsic division in oUr mnvam•nt no'boing 
around th~ qu~s~iona. of. the Stalinist partieo "nd t.he St~illist state. ·This 

. is complet~l;Y' fa.1ce - and' the WP >lill be the first to demonstrate this in , · 
life >Then they· attempt a bloc with the defenei9t, pro .. Staliliist <French· 
m8,Jor1ty on the question of regime; evan the IKD ~ arch anti-Stalin1sts - . 
now propose tbis. This division is evidenco of the super:t'ioial c0naepts. o! 
the WP. What divid.es. 0ur move.m&nt fundt>montally todnlr is· clashing conr.e.Pts 
ot tha nature of the proletariat and the ~orld r8volut1ontu"y porSJ2:ectivea. ·.·, · 

·All other quootions are dsriv"tive. All tendencies,, f:>ctioris and, group's are :· 
gavitating either toward the left wing which stMds on Trotok;r's concept of'. 
the instinctive drive. of tho proletariat to reconstruct society !!lld hio . 
clmrnctarizntlon of this epoch as t.he epoch of prolotarirul revolutionror 
.the right wing which stands on tho supposed back>mrdnens of the maRoes , 
"democratic illusions, 11 lack of ~ pnrty and, therefore, the re,1oct1on, 
as the program for tod~v. of the struggle for workurs.powor rur.d the Soc
ialist Uuited States of turope and the l<Ol'ld. 

It is this division which puts Shl\chti:Wl in -the onmo Clllllp as 
the comrndes in E\u-ope who lll\ve An orient~<tion towr.rd. the Stnlin1stn. !rhs 
right wing, ceeill& no indspe>~dent movement of the p>•oletnril!t, ·attributing 
to the nneses their ow Aecoornt1c illusions, p11lline ,·oltt of th:!.n nir tho . 
cnpitall.et 

11
boom11 an.d toliipbra.ry ritnbillzation, ndnpts HoeU' to the stro"<!- . 

est foroe. 'In Europe this force is StBlininm and the demoornt'!c Ulusion1uto 
ct the French maJorit~ adapt themselves to it. In tho United Statoo thio 
force is the trade union bureaucri\Cy Md the liP udnpto ltoelf to it. !!'hat 
ie wh,y the W P is no nnxious to dl.sa.lgs Stnlinhm in Europe - throre they 
con masquorB<Ie ao the left 11ing. llut in tho United Soateo thoir retrogreel• 
1on1am Cllllnot be ooncaalod - so they co~ly puoh fonrnrd thn quoaUon ot/ .&ta11.n1..... . . 
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Tho same. appl!.eu to tbo Ruosia.'1 question.· au'r poa1tioJ,..ot' · .. ·:·7 .· 
utate capitaliom which bas.es iteelt' on a oocial ajlol;yaio ot' the Russ~an . 
and world proletariat, and recognl.zea· that the proletariat, divorce<t~from · 
the meMs of pro~uetion and eitena.ted from .lts own labor, is -pre~'iM to · 
esta"olioh its .0\'l!l.rule in Russia and the world, eetablisheo the Russian 
qus~ti:.>n as on .,!ntegral port of our world l'6Voluti?nary perspective. 
WQrk6rs stat:sm{ails to grasp the docination of the ~roletariat by cSp1ta1 
in Rus'aia ,.nd 'Oil that that implies i'or the superstr-~cturs of Russian . · ,· 
society, '!Jut it. does not pose a third o.lternntive to <ho Marxist dualH;r 
of aoeiblisc or capitalisr.t. l3urenucrat1o collectivism 1dth itE: thil•d a1...: 
terne.tive nutor..a.t:l cally poses a substitute :for tho world revolutionary .. -. 
perspectiva 'fer todny. No roising the qu·~;Jt!on of 11 dc:f::mse" will f"or long 
conceal the fact thn.t tho theoreticcl re-arming of thr:: movement is . · 
impossible on secondary or tertiary isGuea. Only O!l :ft::ldariental world 'per-/" ·· 
spocti'>es, o!ll.y on the revolutionary world proletariat >till the Interne.tiori- · 
o.J. be "ble to clr.rify itself on tho Russian question. And he~e again, the 
11P finds itself on the riGht \'11~, beclouding the 1se:ue. · 

· . . - l~.rtin l!t!l'Vey 
:/:/:/:/:/J/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:I:/:/:/:!:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/:1~ 
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r; , , llEORAllATIO!I OF .llm!l'l' SHIFT WOI!KERS mUVES TilE~! AGAI!IST CAPITALISM 

~·- Tha .A."!lerican work!ng claae: has r8ached n.n impasse. The 
,\~·., working clans as n ~<hole is fed up with the sane daily routine of going to· 
(_ \·,-or!-.: fhre d£;v-s e. :~reek,, then having the week-end fly by, then ct5rting the 
P.:.:·; Salll! ;r~ftt~i!l.:. a.Jl: oVer· again. ·Eight hours a da.y, five days o. • .. ree~k: week in 
1<··.: and 'llll(a: U"lt .... r-onotony,, routine, boredom and tension. Conseq,uontly the 
;. prolet<!:.·iat is ·ceekin;i w,Ys _of solving thi's dile!:ll!la. 
L'c 
(.:.'. 
r· .. 

the men \o,•hO 
All uorkers nre e,:Press~nc aenti~enta of t~o type; however, 

work nights ar(~ e~rea.Si~ these f'e~linga in an accentua.ted fore. · 
' . . 

it .is lriieresting to
1 

note that night "t!Ol'k is o. 'phenomeno>l. 'of 
dyir.g canitn.lisr.;. !:!..e~ !Nx wrote ,Pa:oital baclc in the lo.tter pll..'rt of the 
19th .cen:~u..:..Y., r~ co{l."Ld ~)Hly point to one scall section 9f the working clasS, 
thr~· bl}:c::.:~. -w:~, ..,.n•:·it•::d. iJ:rl;i.lts. It ..,..as only ,1he=1: cnpitaJJ.sc beean to decline_ 
that l:i:~: .. i. lr:od:. st·:~·.~+.td C<;.:oooing tt. uni vercal phenooenon. The' :firBt 1'1'0rld 
War, on., oi:.c·;.;,itc~is::f1 S g:.'~atEist crioes, brought night work t.o· nany o~her 

·. secM.o"C.3:'of' C~l).'it~.list i..._du~t~; besides _btll':iiJ.g •. After tha !'lrst {l;'orld WAr, 
nicht \<v·J:rk re~ed'30. aOrt!3'uhit.. T'ne depression c.~ 1S'29-lr:'40 snw the .. further 
leflssr.in::• of r.lg~1t w,..r':c. beco.use o! the ·gon~r.al un~:,rz.lny:1~1.:.t of tlnt pei-iod. 
Hovs't"c:r, t:ri th the c:"~::.:lin~ of the second Wo:old. War, ;}ieht .. · t-!o'rk: i·ncreased _ . ; : 
b~yond. ,.,h:!t wo1 vc _oeen before. The end ··of WOl'ld 'httU" II broutht a very siigli_t· • ·.· 
dGcrllF.s·c in .nigh~ work. ~cost ,B.ll of tp.e. ·:large fM'tol'ier. still ~"l.ve_nigllt · 
ohir;o~ 

!!!he Of'fects t.Jw.t night' WOCd:· MS. Cll the !le:t tlill bo' related ' 
here. The :JCn coca 1.nto work J.io-nda.y afternoon. Iee'ling CL1.cgusted,.nnd tired;-~· 
Thsy get tio~e tired ns the ;.:sek dl•cgo on. Their tiredneao seetls to peri1"eilte: 
theo P.t all tinea, thCly 1ro even tired when _they don 1 t \rorlt hat:d_. · It' __ s o~. ·• · 
vioU.slY a. psycholc&.Lr.al tirednesE b~ea.use of their din~:u.St -t.d.tli. llight ~ror~~-~
Tha vrorkcrs go th:''q:.lt-:;~ all tho r..otio:to o_f \·,·orki!IC. -· ~·:•; ~ t !-tnJc.tientl,7 
quittine tint,.. !!!he. r.<~:;n gain some euerr,y o.s thi: nb:ht J.rr-~.ws .to a. close; · 
similA.rly-;-.- \'!h<;n ti.* •.-.rv7.'k 1/TGe!r. ends •. The ::ten rush Out "or the shop when tJi&·· 
night is over c.s fc.S1: r..c their feet ·,·rill corry thflo. They. all cee!'!l 'to l~ve·· ·· 
for tha week-tm.d .. All·~·n;.ek lor.g the men hnve little or no sOcialli!e. ·On· 
\otaek•Cnds- they try to acconplish- everything. Th&y try to cro,·rd.s.ev~n d.lcy-s: 
i11to t'\osO. • The G!nslc riion have a. do'.lbla _ dilenrua. 'because rl&lY ·titles they · · ·,
f'orogo ·dnte.s 1·1lth _their girl friends in ordel' to hnve so::te sort o:f social.: 
life ,.,ith their ;:uUe friendc. This in tu~n ~.s· c frustrating_ effect beceusB 
fom_nine compo.nionship is nissing. 

The Mil:r r~utine of' tho night:. shift nen during the week is 
aocothine; like this: got up, tunble out of' bod, eo.t - IUld little oloe, c • 
Then they go to t~ork. When the work dey is over, they gri hone. Md try to . 
ralax to ralio't'O their tension. V'!Jry fel·( rten go .right to bed, TheY cim•t .. 
because they =t rolrz f'iret. Er.ting p.nd rending [1, nO\I"Spapor hnoi " reli..>:ing . 
affect. Fir.ally to sleep - only to get up tha ne7.t. dey to do t!le · oMe thi.ile: · 
all over o.gr.tn~ l·fnny of tl;l\;1 j:16n tlon't aat u, cn.rl:r. anynor.c, b'..tt cleep 
eleven ·or t,·rclve hours,- Si'nc~ they :,e;et notr.!ns d.oi:.e "JJhilc thsy're up, they.:.· 
figure thnt thoy ~ ~• wall s~eep instead . 

. : : . \ 
· ·· Most of the night \~orkers sleep._roctlc~a:ly, ·bacn.use of th~: 

tension of' ni.eht l·tarl:. · Incre,...sing numbers of the;.. ·nr'l ·beginn.1.n~ to renlize 
tlult the t:IJ>e of .'.ifo ~hoy le,c'. ic cnusln.> tliom to bo tonoc ""d r.en•ous, Md 
thnt 1-ho.i~ l:.ind o! l~."l!r-c h ~iroctly due to ni(ll.t_. work. 'A coux>le of nen 
olni::t tnr.t lately thc;-1ve been getting the 11willioo. 11 .t.no~hor r.vm, whO io 
pl.rumllllt to get tuU'riod, scyc thet ho W.n1 t got· Marriod·while.hll'o working 
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nights, beaauao night work mak:eo 'him aon'ous, Ifill 
with his w11'o, which in turn would ""lee i:cr an Wlhapp;y marriage, Other man 
say that workint; fer a livieg is had eaough, but working nishts l.o lllUI'der! 

!lost 'ar the night men are conetantl;y ti>lking about lllld tr;ying 
to get off the night shift. A number of men havo tried looking a:raund fer 
other jobs - but the low rates of pay and the present scarcit;y or jobs, 
makes them keep their preoent night Jabs, Other men have tried epseking to 
the chief foreman, personnel manager and the union lenderahip to help the~ 
get on the dey shift but to no avail. !!'he foremen and perso!l!!el man8gero 
don1 t want to be bothered. Howavet, thoy do play :favorites. In some CBsea 
the;;-1 ve foJ•ced the dey men on certain mehines to work the rotai.ing shift 
with his night man, V~at of the night worke:ra have nt one time or other 
spoken to v.:u:ious company representatives e.bout working days; yet, very 
few men t1ere glvon tha chance to rotate with tholr dny men. However, there 
Bl'e a handful of dey 11orkera who voluntBl'il;y rotate, becnuse they think it· 
fair to give their felloW>:orkers a. bresk, Moat of the other dey man admit . 
tbe.t it's fair to rotate, but hate night work so wch that they won't ·awiteh~' 

The union leaders act as if they woulll make the dey, shift .. 
JO:en anti~ union if the union tried to change tho present dey end night nh1A · 
set-up, They say to .the ni{!;ht ehift men \dlo Rl'e asking for deys, thet' 
they're disrupting the union. i'he union leaders lmve oo littlo und~olrs!;e:,!'l"c''~.it, 
ing and faith.in wh:; the man eticlc to the union that the;y sey, 
act as if the men t~ould drop out of tlie union at. the slig!J.teet: ~:~:;~~:~::L~~'· 
Besides this, the union leaders alway try to maintnin a~ {!;COd r 
po_ssible "ttith the company, BVE~n B.t the eXpense 'ot the· men. They don 
to be botheretl with anything thfo.t isn1 t in the contrnct, Whenever 
the union leaders look the other wey t~hen the'campanr. violates what 
<:oil•ider to be minor clauses in tho contract.- It is only <~hen the 
a protaet agAinst some flagrant company net,- tha.t tho union ·officials' 
action, ·Tho ni{!;ht >rorkera are completely disgusted with the union ~ffi.;;;;,;,{i";1;!'-;; 
and·conetently sey eo. 

. As a. direct result of' tho boring, tense and monotonouS. ex~' •. 
ist6nce on .the night ehift, ll!()Ot or· tl>e ma!.'l talk nbout.lmving_n four hour· 
dey; or " five hour dey four de:;·week.- l·luoh of the workere' talk revolvaoi 
around the twenty hour wee!< ae a necesoi ty and a desirebili ty, Tho men 
know, too,, that the ·company will never gj:'P.nt n twenty :1our >teek, because 
it· would cut dctni on .their profi i;s, Not a singlo night ehi:rt' ma.n ms ·..,;;r 
illusions·on this score. 

The night WOl'kers nre seok:!ng. a solution to their ~·:::m:·~.,~::) 
Just ao the reet of the proletariat is doirig, The;y want to get out of 
present impasse, They want to get out of their presont rut of workieg for . 
the finance and monopolist Cl',pitalists. A number of the men seek solutions 
by trying to go into businees for themselvoc, But thoy 1re quioltl;y learn-. 
ing that smell busineeaee are· constantly folding up even in the· midet- of. 
a 11prosperit,y11 period, As n X'esult, many of the mor.'who wanted to go.intc 
business Ill 1 stP.yiilg in the shop instend, · 

Capitalism itself is tenching the workers th."t they'll have ... · 
to find a soluUon oute!de of the past and usual. m.."Ulnor. Tho an;;war .liSa: 
in the men themselves tflkint: over tho f(ll)to~ies, mills, shope and minoa; .: . 
li'o.rming their own factory cor.unl.ttees of rank and filero to run production 
and mnuggement of the shops, The workers cen1 t do this on Juct one shift 
or in Just one factory, beo!\Use the aompnn;y ortiaiRls would call in .the . 
:federal government who trould smash it up rmd nrrost the rnnk nnd file ca;:un..; . 
1tt<><o leJU!.ora. !l'bo W<ll'king olass has to do thh on a llE'.tiollQl scl\le in Rll :' 



tho tactoriu.· !l!he workers than lnO:e t~ take over the ~ver~~~t,' lta' . 
bureaucracr, armr and police ·and ~•place it w!th the armed working class 
itself, ~~th government officials direotlr roopcnoibl~ to the wo~kera 
themielves. Onlf br taking theoe actions can the working cl<··•• 'be aura or. 
reconstructing societr and avoidilll: the daJll:ere of cap! tal!st 11hw:lan !lat-.1;".0~ 
!!!ben the men in the factorico, .shops, cdlls !U!d edna• 11111 be nble to got' 
down to vork of cutting their workill& hours, of caking other fnir arrange
ments about night and da1 shift work, of not having B foreman over them, 

"driving them nnd etifling their initiative: 

·'' 
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Cl!.\11Gl!l9 I 'VE llOTIOED Ill TilE YOU:!'II 

When ono looks. at :_the -youth of today, he cen no.t~a'! a certain 
heightened political and oooiBl consoiousncoa in comparison with:tbat of 
~several years back. 

!ro look at it aupprfioially, one might oq: · "!rho ;iouth are 
pol.1t1cally backward. It is evident; they haven't even :formed a:ny, polilJ,aet 
discussion groups in the schools.Jr To sa$ thiu. however, means that yM . 
approaches the subJect st.ntically. !rho queotlon io not merely one ¥ whe~h- : 
er they do or do not form political discussion groups. It is how they 
think; hOW they are thinking along political lineBl what they soy MO~l!i·· 
themeel vee; what type o!' action they participate in, and >tllf j To ally the . 
youth is politically backward for not formine diocusoion groupo io lcuoli tho 
vame as seyl~ the Wi'k~l'B 8f'e b&.C;kWEU'd. bGOallS6 they haVe not formed an 
independent labor party. 

I have noticed in ~ limited exp•rience with the youth, 
(practically all ot whom were potty-bourgeois) that they are anxious, dis
turbed and firghtened about the whole conditione and relatione of life. 
!rhey aro unable to exprusB their own individuality-, and lllLiliY feel that their 
individuality. the'-!' orcativenesa will.be even more suppressed 11h"en th.ey
le~ve ac::t-.Ool. ·; 

·. · .. · 
From the beginning of their li.-eo, especially their ~chooi' · ·· · 

life, they've been constantly indoctrinnted >lith "America 1a a great· 
country, the most deroocra.tic. ·He1•e people sre most 3ble to gat _Wad.,· __ _ _ 
to show ~heir creative genius, etc," Then they go out and i:ee things for 
themselves, Doubt entars their mind. lluey probably thillk to themselves.:: 
"Hell, maybe it isn1 t e.o good here ao they soy it is." !rhey see Blld :f'iiel.'• ··:· 
this contradiction and become contuoed and onnoy-ed by it. !rhat is wey · 
ma:ny youth vacille.te "nd nre indecisive about lllLiliY political and social 

.problems. ·; . . , '-. ' 

!ro turn to the more concrete, One woy ln >~hich the"J e>;proos,;.;:;:; 
their indignation is in the individual and llUIIIe revolts against the ~Oioor>-
ers and against the ·;;ohC'ols as a whule. I ·w111· speak of the high sol-,_pa~3'i·~'?i 
for they are what I am most acquaillted m th. 

, !rhe indiV-idual resistance goes from refusing- to olean 
peanuts out· of a dosk, to turning 'bu.1.bs 04t ond talklng bnck to teil.Ohera •. 
!!!here have been fe>~ mass student strikes in the high echoola •. There ief 
however i ·a s1gnif'ican+. one which occurred nbout two yonra ago and one:in: 
which I took part. · 

MBny schools went out en lliQSee as a protest P.gninot the 
curtailment of certain nthletic ncti vi tios. I remember >than my ochool 
began to walk out it was stopped in the firot stnges ~Y a eordon of police 
which was thrown around the sohool. llut mr,ny other echooln "ont out. !rhe 
school of:f'icialo brUshed ·this off as some adolescent prank.· They said , .. 
the athletioo incident wee Just ll.ll axcuno to take a holiday. This however .. 
is not quite true. They took it out on the particular incident of : · .. ,. i' ; 
nthletica for two renocna: (l) bso611es athletics 1s one of tho means bf:. · 
which the otudent 1o able to show hie 1nd1v1dual1tr, 1t ie that f · · 
both the ployers and spectators get a good d~al of enJoyment · · 
it BVBl' means the removal of one way for the atudent to show his 
ness, 1111d ( 2) the atriks was a woy to obaw t.he resentUJent e.nd antftiOnhm · 
•he ot~donto ta t~' entire Aehocl ayatem. ' 



more posi tivei/ i'·n~'.'c . .1DLOBtS
8
l.• 8oi8ol,l}il8." 1,'~,/iC:I).trln"''cl 11011 tlle<tl :b"::~!.~::::~~·~.~:t:'va~ 

wa woUlcl.bave a cliscussion, ·m4tts~ 
woUld a.lmost invariably .el).d on politics. 

• t·: . A1 though many speak - nnd. still more kn~" by their own pel"" . 
aonetl axpsrionces and the experiences of friends and parents - that 
something 1& fundamenta.lly wrong with tbn wa:y we1 ro liviZJg, they are 
reluctant to join radical movements, This is not only mr own obser•·atton 
but that of others as well. (I 1 m r.till speaking of essentia.lly petty
bourgeois youth,) For instence, I bad a lengthy discussion with one of 
lilY friends on Socia.lism. he seemed very interested, I asked him if' he tiOUld 
come to one of our meetings. Beluctantly he answered, n~aybe, but I 1 m 
afraid I'll become too interested." Although most youth 1·10n

1 t answer as 
'bllllltly. I thi~ ·i_t is 1ndlca.t1ve of what a good IliBD3' think. 

Sometimes. they my be afraid ta disouos Socie'l.ism at e'l.l 
because II they might .become too 1n~erested. 11 Another f'rierid of mi.ne said to 
ma. 11Promise you won't diacuss Socialism with me e.ny.more. 11 -~refused, 
te}ling him he'd WP.nt me to answer his questions. He lgughedj ond yet 
each time we meet I ·do have·to answer questions about Societlism. ·.·' . 

Thi.s question of -being reiucte.nt to join O."r~cetl ~·v:,~~:!l;,~,,~~~l 
is, I think, en 1ndieat1on of' a:·.reluctMc'e of. the youth to part t 
"Ali;erican'way of l1fe11 1Usofar·~«·they<ere.nfrnid of :iOsing· some 
f:.;eo time, of having to <>ll:erciao a littlo ·more .self dis.cipline • 
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·· · · · · ··· · ' In''...,., ~r thlAFL <ra.dea tb.ei-~ k.-e takin1 place 

: '.;·-;,,;,it;n1ficent 'c!il.ngee in•:the l'aat: .6..7, year•• · ·. . · · • .. '· · · 
..... ·.,, .. • . ·: ~ ~ 'J1 , , ..•. ·' \ ! j If· : ' ' , ,· • . 

· · ~ith tho general indus trial development du.~ng ·the wer theoe 
unions he.ve grown grea~ly in numericnl. strength. The type ot worker has 
also changed trom a select· group of skilled cra.!tamen. to1 a group wt~se. 
average sk111"1s· liru.oh less. This is due to the raot that .!.n their organiz
ational drive's 'they have branched out from the strictly e.onstruction indus-

.' tries' ·to .. S:mbrace m.<Jl'O'"·manufacturing ostablishments and mass pro!illation in
. ·· dust'r~'e_s. ··Also, the ilicrease in the &ize .of the chops hi~ brought about 

·• .t¥at specialization and:·diviaion of labor :thet .:ioes at<ay >~ith a worke:r's 
· · ·· ski'll.'· ' • 

• ' ~ ' : -!". ' \ .. '' 
•• ., .. : • ~ '·'" J • •• ; "These ohanges'..'ha.ve ·brolJ&ht abaut internal union· antagon1~:~ms 
and eontradidiiiolle. A:r~agolllsms •bet•reen·:~.ho 'old loadoullill and the ,,rank 
and file. Contradictions thet continue to pile up as tho i>id lead.erahip 
proves· its· ~nabil'ity' to :oolvo'•the.·ne.eds-.;and deo!roo of the ·rimk:' and file 

; ·cmenlberso' .·Thir'ol<t:l'sadarsliip ts··mad•-lll?•,la;~ly: ~f the.olde_r and more high
. · 'l;{' sltilled ·men wl!o ·have tli~< molit."lli€1hl)':.:··:i.'i..¥6~ed ·,lobs in tl!G '.shop· and on 
' the out~id~: J?bs. ;uen .that ~n.~ J!'ilses heiii jobs of forel\len .. and :rot con-· 

tinue, 1>i'~he1; pos~_tinns of ~lawl>rds and on various committeao·in tho ""~~.1'-! ... c.::C 

, ... · · /. I .,ant to write P\U'tiCUlal'ly of the· AFL Sheet Metal 1·1o·rl<.•""•' ' 
Ullion'Loca;t·l08 of Los Angeles. ·(AU of' the p~evioue re\!Ull'ks a'ppl:r'PRl<t1-
cU:i.erly>to ·this iinl.on and local). . . : 

• ,:; :; ! • ;~~; ... 

The union. has grotm frOID JOO 1n,l940 to 2300 
of the newer members came from the shipynrds..Aur1ng the wer: .~:~;~~~-~~n~g~ 
over to general sheet met_al· work nfter the wer •. our ~on b 
organized manufnoturing establishment& whic!> operate on more of a 
duction basis than the gener_al sheet metpl working shop, For e:>o~·~~. 
restaurant equipment and showcase. companiea. At every contract ne,gol»a.UCl'!·~;~;\\';1 
they lead a fig~t against the wage se§le, 

!lever d•~s our. 11Dion ta1lt of a ~trike offioioll.jr. 
there 1a a eree.t deal o:t' ·pride i.n the fact that our un1on r:;c.ts
well w1 th the employers, Organizat1oa<il campaigns nre· eondy.cted ge1oe~·all7 
from the top down. The bosses ere. organized ana then tho worke):'s coc•e~,.. 
Contract negot'intions ere strictly on a "budey-budcly• basis, 

Two wage negotiations ~. " contract """ Gigned that di .... 
missed the subject 9:£ retroactive pey. The membe:rship at a· very rowdy 
meeting voted to send the negotiating ~ommittee back to tho bosses to get 
the retroactive pay. At the next meeting the internntional repreaentnttve 
was down to pressure t!>e :nen into accepting the terms. It wo.o not accepted' 
cheerfully, and with mutterings and curses agnintt the leadership tlle men 
>1alked out or tho hall, 

During the last WB&O negotiation&, when tha negottntiono. 
were stalled, not oaly the international roproa•ntativc visited ua but nl110 
the internntlonnl president.· Tho1r f\lnction was chiefly to perguade the' · 
mon .o calm down. At this meetine one rao~ly gninod n """'"".of tho te:rrl.:l'1c 
resentment ngainat these labor fakers. Th~ were called orooka 
the.iloor and these high officials could do nothinc about it. Ao·tW'>il<r, 
..0Uldn1 t hnve token muoh to otert n renl fight ncainot those .......... ,.,_..c 
ever, they did ll18llB80 to foist an 1\l'bltrntor on tho ptnlled ,"i~~:;::t!:~~'i;;{~ This arbitrator arrived nt n compromise tisure. Again. ·· ~he 
~n~vu hM t~ CUlM 1\Mm. t.c. .elva oU.t,i;he n~ • 

.:.,,. ',_, 



' 

This i~\ne'~i.cie'o:f tilE! ,~toey;, ,Tho iMdequney,of 
ship• :But as I said in ths belli,nniilg,, things are i:hnn;;ing., 

The rank and file, ,"" ona coul~ eXpect, r~sent the 1\ttitude 
of th•' leadorship, They lmnt ;a cbmge these condition•• :But they hevon1 t 
hnd much experience in internal ,union affaire~ The present busineso agent 
has been in for 13 or so year~. lJ:'hey didn•t neem to knotof h0\'1 to orgt:!lliZe 
an "~pposit.ion to the business agent. Occo.aicru.ilJ.y .some one ·would run a-. 
g~Jnst the 1n~um1~ntbut never win. Not ~ membere would come to meetings. 
SoCJe said: 11 11e 1ll never get the incutoben~a out,.'! 

:Sut this was Just the appearance. I:f one looked !' little , 
more clcsely. one could see R. change coming. At regular meetings individ
uelo '1ould get up and criticize and complain nbout this and thnt. At 
another 1:1aeting nnother individual would complAin nnd criticize. If only 
tho•e individuals who bad so much to criticize could get together, something 
could ~e done. Somehow more members ~tarted coming to ~ct1r.g3. Thcao 

. meetings becn.I:Je increasingly ro"rdy. This is of cturse due ~o the fact 
tlw.t there l'IO.s no · vay fruitfully to _express their reSentm9nt. There was 
no organized opposition. 

Then the yearly nudi:tor 1s report is made, It shsws certllin 
discrepancie•. I wouldn't say there wns deliberate intent to defraud or 
embezzle, bui:; certainly it: sho"t~d tt. g~ea.t deal of Bloppiness and inaompet- ·,_''C.~--"::':. 
once in the runiling of the'un!on; TJUo report provided ths opportunity for'.:. 
some actiOn. Ono of' the men that r~ for bus~ne!ls· o.ge~t f\ ye~~ ni:o, br<?~hb)··.:. 
the sul>ject up, on the floor ot; a meeting. He brought very serious charges," •' •> 
a&ainst not. only the busi:iena agent 11Ut also the •!'tir• executive board.:'.: · 
They· are charged.with gross incompetezice, nsgligence. t:nd mismanageceilt ·of 
the union's affairs. A trinl committee 1o elected. Dates set for, tlle, 
trials. The incumbsnt.s refuse to recognize 'the coinmittee.' 'The tri'lil 
committee goes ahead and tries· the nccused in absentia 'and in adcii tiori to _,,;':')~;,; 
the regular charges, chnrges them Wit~ contempt. · · · 

A epeciol meeting is called to hear'the report of the 
.trial co:nmittee. Agein tne meet:i.~·is very l'Otidfo . .Agp..in W"€· b..'\VB Our 
friend ths, internationul representative present. ' :Sec,,use the meeting is 
rotrdy, the 1·ncumbent chai_rma.n &djourns the t:Jeeting. This c.t"antOB···qiiite. a;·: · 
scene. The men surround the international represantntive nr.d denumd he · 
reconvene the meeting. This he. dcJes. He presides .too', ~Terns the, mel' ,that, 
their continued rowdiness Will force the international to teke ove1• the, , ,; 
local. The meeting eel"" dOw. The tria.1 committee lllllkes its ~sport, 
Finds all.th• accuaed guilty and recommends various punishments. In ell 
case a it involves reT.lOvel !rom o:rtice >lith varyint: re.strictiona ·on the 
length of time before they can agnin hold office. Tho meoberahip upholds 
the trial comcittee by at least a 3 - 1 vote, · 

:But here is tho ,joker, The buainess agent nnd <ixeouhve 
board are still running the affairs ot the union, As a lllnttor of fnct, the 
business agent went to the recent California A.~ convention •nd wns elected 
n vice president. , 

I think it is on a techn!,co1i ty thnt tho incumbent. still 
retain office. The ten men who cAlled the, epsc~el meeting t1hich ie , 
prov1ded for in our constitution, were not nll present nt the meeting, fwt ' 
were ab:aen~. And beeause of this, they' say it isn1 t logol. Tschnicolity\ 
or. no. t~al:u\1clll.:l+vr, lt' s a cloa:r vlolntion .~ the I!!Gr.abera:t-.ip' B· d~e1res • 

.. ~ . ,, 
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. ,;--.· .~ .. ~~ilis';"to.· e:it:':.~:ac!i: 
Just .,;J,u.ig. However a ~es6oh . in 01r~::!;::!;1~:•:,,rJ~~);i f(J,j a negatiVe Ben8e. tn le~-n~ certain ~"""''"' 
1zstion.. People Just don1 t kick out nnd keep out a ruling. Wlth:out 
proper organizatiOn. .And not Only that.. ~his also involves sulmU,!at:>ng 
the h'mdrads of members into a more ao ti ve parti<iipo.tion in the affairs 
the. '.l:·il")n. As D.:f'ter all. the· only re~ ans'\'rer ·tO· theae labor f~ers t"n a .. 
reul rank and ·f"ile participation in D.ll.phe.set "of'· .. the:: unio.n 1 a affairs. 

The antng:oniom in th-e uniOn· still renmins. The resentment 
is ~til~. there •. :. They ha.ve not been reoQlved." Another explosion Will 
incvita.b!.f tuk~-plttce. And this time it ,.rill take uP "'here the oth~r P.~e •.. 
left cr~· •. a.r.d.' (;)nt.im.:e to .a higher level. It will ba better O!"e,unized... I.· 

Jt.ora \·.·ill :'i~o part. The future bc~Jl&G ~o the· renM nnd fill~. . · · 
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( NO'I!E: The .following 1a the first c!oCUJ~~Dnt which w• have submitted !Jr the 
. International Discussion, } · . 

''!'he Johnson-Forest tendengy is unalterably opposed to the 
Rueoian poeLtion. of the Fourth InterMtio!Uil. Since 1941 lie heve mnintained 
our position unchanged. As we wrote th~n: 

~ t •. 

11 Capitnl1sm, we must remcmbe~, is not a thing nt rest; it 
:!. s a thing in JllOtion. }.nd 1 te motion is toward socinlism, 
The socialist oociety gro>ts ·wJ.tt.!n cnpitnliem, due to the 
increasing concentration of cnp1tal and the consequent 
socialization of the labor proceas.· ·'l'he interrelntione ot 
production at last roaeh n stags where they cnll for a plan 
end re!,'ulat.ton, ; !llJ& Dl!l!l society niuot .l!mm. The CBJ>i tnl
iet class in its own interest renlizeo thnt it cannot 
loo.ve tile eCODOII\\' to be regulated by the market any longer. 
Tllis is the significance .of Engel's statement in A!lll
Puhrinc as far back as .1878, thet the increasing social
ization of production compels the capitaliot class to treat 
the productiVe forces B.B socinl i"ore•:'!B ~ i!U:- £l! that !.a. 
poasible l!tiJ!!n !l!!! frMework !lf. Jml1i tn1ist relation.11.. In 
a dialectic sentence he describes the CBpitolist class e.a · 
compelied to capitulate to the ·necessity ol!oi• a plan of the 
1nvad1nt: socinliet soclety. It adopts the techoico.l' forma 
of socia1Jst .producJ~~J?..:t,hile .evading its- entl're ·cptlt~nt·. ··-
Todo¥ that capitulation is plainly visible. Tho c~pit611sts 
mora RUd more· turn saainst their own_ system, excePt in. one 
respect. .They cm.~not re1:1ove the l·torker from his increas
ingly. degradod' sHuntion in the.labor proc6ss;. liUl.d: s~ci.et;Y ' 
Will COittinUe to decline r..S lone 89 the I WOrkers .t'Bma.in 
'WD.ge-ea.rners, proletnr1P.now 1 As Lenin sclcl, there is Do-
1 pure CBJ>italhm. ' . !rod~· it is very, very impure. But 
itc i:I:pu:-ity ."stCps o.t ono :po1ut.. The l'to:r~~rs remBin prolet-
ariBDa. • (The N•"·' Int.rno.tio~.nl, S'mptea'ber .1941.) . .. . 

. For .us, therefore, ·the .crention. of otateo.like Yu&oelnvie., 
Poland, etc., offered no serious theoreticnl difficult! es. The concrete ' 
exposure ot the terri'ltle oorit'usion and. blu.'ldero of tlls Fgurth ,InterMtional 
on this question hns been.mo.de by many cornrlldas. We intend to develop our 
own position in e.nother documsnt. That Ruso!~ is state ce~itnlist, th~t 
state Capi tnlism is no lOnger IUl nbstrcu:tion, that a policy Of rQVolutione.ry 
defeatism is necessary tor stn.te-capi tali a~ Ruosio. - those heve been the 
be.ois of our thinkint; since 191!1. Ho>re .. er, at this stag<>, H io l:!ece~snry 
not only to develop these ideas but to go to r, otago further. lfllat precisely 

. l.a represented· by the. maintBinence of the workors stato pooi tion after the · 
eeven yearc thot ho.ve passed sini:e tho death of frotsky? Subjectively it 
may be said that the comrades are merely following out the pod tion of 
Trotsky •. fhis is undoubtedly true. But Trots!c,y or no Trootl:y, today th~ 
represent a logical stO£C 11>: ~he development of the revolutionll:')' movem•nt. 
They represent, particularly' in regard to Ruo Bia ar.d tho specifically · ' . 
).1ela~er;\ probleme, e. tend.M~cy woll•kno:Jwn in the i'·avulutit'nar~· oovemttnt, the 
tendency of Eoonomism •. 'hio tendency, exe~lified in ita most extreme :l'orm 
by Germain, he.s not only, historic root. ·but a certain politiCILl trD.l:lomork, 
In the caao of Germain, this political frnmework: conniots ot a determined 
attempt to fit the ob,jective situe.tion of thu .worlol todi\Y into foraroll.ao 
developed 'by Trotsky tor th•> dsf~nse o:t' thn world rovcl11t1o11 yeotnday, . 

···t li· .. ' _;:__. ~· _., .... ; . . .. .. \, 
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. . . '• .. . .lfd 

Hist&ricieJ.. !:f.o!toriaiism ~ ~-MaterfA!W'·;~ . · .. o: 
1 

- . -· 1 •• r -~·· ,(... · .,.1 
The i\!ndamental task of the theo~OW.cinno .of tbe Fo•ll'th 

International is to oeparate themselves in all :t'.lellis,-:£rOJn the Stal.inists. 
!n his analysis of Stalinism, Germ.-"J.in seeks vainly. ~o po~e_ 11 the titmdamental. 
difference oeparo.ting us from the ltremlin agents-: u· .JlQ...urth ·tnt~::.!!!:.1!onnl, 
May 194?) The net result of over 10,000 words is. hi_s recognition that tho 
Stalinists betray the revolution and that. tho Fo~th_ Inter~at~onal must 
take the leadership in the overthr.ow of StaUn~cm.l'y.. the world.ng class. It 
is very true but not very. enlight~ning. ?unda.:t~~~-d.1£fe:r;oe.accs require 
fUndamental understandings;· - !n .1924, Trotsky st;,;-·n;~~ t~_d!>:Uei>tal difference 
between Stalinicm and Trotok;yism in the o:ppoiJ~d. pol~ t~c~.hprof;l•ams of build
ing s'ciA.lism in one country or building .it on L¥1 international scele. 
Germain proceeds in 1947 as if the theorot1cn1 basis·of Stalinism remains 
tho attempt to build socialiom in n oi~le cou=try. On this·bnsis it is 
1mjioss1ble to do snything else but make.mistnkes. For Stalinism today 
survi~al means the struggle for ·world dom~r.at.lon. ~"ll:o du~s not i.mderstEWd · 
this -~-E{~ -~d~ unders_tnnd the depth o! -c8.!)i tnli&t- br.r'o;.rism on an internat
ionel·"sdPJ,a. ·· Germain preoccupies -himself \·d. th the d,efe:nse of .the nation
alized prop~rty in Stalinist Russia against the private property of the 
millionaire ku1al:s. l!e does not unders~and t}¥lt.;tod..:l¥., from dne end of the 
earth to the ·other, not only iri areas of the mpst colossal _dev.astnticn · 
but ·the physically intact cente_rs of America, the ;decline of· capi tali om baa 
poaed the fundamental questiono. with which lw:x begnn, tho question o:r the· · 
productivity of labor. Workers all over the >IOrlP, are ·refusill/l to exert 
themselves to prOd<\ce. ThiD is -their w~·; elemental··but- COmpelling, c:£ 
revolting against the old production relations. This. is their t<sy of·, 

· pr.,clnitd~ there 'lltill not, there co.nnot. be nny recoristntetion of ecozioiay·: 
except thrci)ll:h · CO!ltrol . b;/ workers .over othe Pl'9.QOCS·.of .. production and:. 
the exercise of tbeir creative energy in undertaldng econcmic trnnsformat

. ions~'' Tha,·al te_rnntive is a pnpl.tn,J-.~st tyr~:Ji.V.er ·tbe warkers,- a militBlrY.·'!:•I-~~ 
prison 'flir· <111 of suciety,_9u,tdP,<i ,ns y~l-,a~ ipside tho _process -of ·· 
producit'~i>n0 co~~:pared to whl.cl1 Hitler. ~u,ropl>j 'f!l:S ... ·mere harbinger, . 

~·\ , • .•• . ; I . • . • , . 

' ·-:This is the conCJ'Ot.e, ioe1111ing of the oxprosoion thnt 
tode.Y ,faces· the·'.altei,"n~tiv8 ·of so.ci~iom or 'boi-'bur1iam. It .is in·.p:roclu<>tion-. 

· >there the tlorkors are, thnt' 11\llnnlli~y' s problem nnd th.1rerore the . · 
of the"·Foul:-tli'Inti.rno.tionai 'unist lie fnced. !!ere lies. the bnaic contrndl.c~ 
ion .. of'·ca'PH'i>list. ·society~. In 186? 1-!nr:>O·~-rote: 

. ' ' . : j •• 

, ··_r · • · · · · · · ·.-~. · · · · · 
• 11 Hoder>;i( tn~uatry indeell;.~mpeln society, .Ul!cl.er penaltY:· 

of death, to .. ~eplace the detnU.-work~r of tottno·, crippled .·· 
by life lo~.:repetition of ono'end.-~he onme trivial oper-, · 
ation, and_ tilUc ·reduced to .the mere Srngment of r. nnn, by. ,. 
·the fully ~eveloped individual; fit for "vr"'ioty of lnbora,
rendy to fnce any chnJ>ga of produotio'\ and to "hom tho 
different social fUnctions ho performu, are. but co. ronny 
modes of gl. v1ng free sccpo to his own ne.tural Md acquired 
powers. 11 · ·, 

Not theory but J.ife teacheR us today the profound concrete
ness of Hnrx! s prognor.l.:.- How •dll pro~.uetivity 'be r(\ised? T1~~~,~~h::~~t•t appropriation by the t\~•·kera of the potentialities of developt!ont 

1 1n tho mnoo of nccumulated ltibor? Or by 1ncrenBh16 tho diool.plinn nnd 
J trol of the prodU.ote of 1.'o.bor ;,~toir th" lo:.:~~roro thcmoclvoo? TMt iu the 

gulf between hiotoricnl 1,Z,d Vulgnr mnterialioin-to<l.\Y. It io tho gt\11' b&
tt<een· the new order Mel. the old dioo.rder, · betwoen tl.•o freely nsnooio.ted 
productive nctivity of oooial miln and the dDminntion• of dol'.d.Jnbor over 

• living l~bor •. This is the I:Ulf, cl.eopl;,r rooted in the<tiroduotion re:lnt.:io•oa-' 

whioh _ ':":"t ._di~ido UIIJIIl..~tol<nb}f._.~~· :~~-:~~e·~-- ~~~~~~~;0.~ ._; :~·:-:;:::<ii\1: 
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fF . ;~r~~~:~~n~r;r~::a:~. i~. t:~o:~:;~~~!~:·~,;~:~:t~i ::·f~~:~~~o~th·t- _-_.: ·: c:r_:_~--~~--
L\ Intorno.tional to pose thb solution· to tho question of productivity in terms -C~\ 
~\-; of the development ef the masses vho are the chief of the productive forces. _:,··.:',._'*· 
t.~ ("-,. This is true ftr Russia.· f'or the United States~ &nd it ie tl'Ue· for India and . --~}~ 

China. 'Tha mobilization oi the ma..sfl.es for the sr:iZU!"c cf power mat r.:oVe --...;,• 
~ without a. break to the application of thia revolutionary creati vo e:norgu for · ~~~ 
f" tha development of the productive forces. for the solution of the economic -)~!i 
f ·- ' problem. 
r ·' 

... 1: 

If, howeve~. one looks at the productive forces, as Germain does, 
in terms of industrial 'Dlant. one must rcgt".rd. man sto.tistically only as man
power. It is this vul~ materialist orientation in theory ~rhich marks 
Gerroain!s iundacental error, the ~Dnstrous attribution of a progre~sive role 
to economic regu.lo.tion by the bureaucracy. Listen to hi:n: 

11Thc War unquestionably, '.lnder the given concrete conditions, 
prolonged the life arid the objective rolP. Ot the bureaucracy •. Ec:momically, 
the deves.ta.tian giYes it the poseibilit,y of r!lising production for another 
deevA.e.- 11 (InternatiO~l Information l3ulle"tin, vo:J_. l, :ff 2, p. 20) 

Thi.s is not only factuallJ' ridiculous. What is the theoretical 
foui1dation of a write1~ for ·the Fourth International 1;1ho can sq that· the 
destruction of the ~e-conoiey" giYes the Russian bureaucracy the possibility o-r 
raisillb production ·for ·another dec~de? -In other wordB :the ca.tastropbe_~lhich 
the bUreaucracy bas_. ·brought upOn the country tr~siorinn it froiD a. reactiollarY,'~· 
to a progressive force •. But in order to guard himoelf o.gelnot the _attack. that, 
he has capit-ulat·ea. to Stalinism, Gerlllain gives the bureeucracy a time limit,- ·: 
ten yenrs. This is not Trotslcyis1:1. It is a minuse of the theories of Trotslt;y. 
Ho>r ca:t you believe this and at_ the so.me time believe t!ln.t you ore following· 
the ·author of the theory gf the_ permanant revolution 1·1ho lJOsed tho po'orer of 
the working cla.sa a.a the only :force "tthich could reconstruct ·aOciOty? : 

.;. 

tkrmain ~as no idea. into ~1he.t :quicksn.nd he ~&J stWilbling 1:-rherl·he;. ,.,_._ 
placec the ""lecinomic li:nits CJf bureaucro.t~C mn.nagement 11 ·i.."'l .. the :rutur..:. He 
believes that· ho eo.n aasigii a progressive econotaic rol~ ·to,the bureaucracy, 
so long as he a$tacks it for- being politically reactionary. The only '"'1 
that todey Gorr:>al.n cnn continue to l:l!lke !' distinction bet,eon the polUicnl 
reaction and the economic progressiv~neos of the burenucracy is to·giva it 
this perfectly ,ratuitous role of rebuilding the ·aeva;tntcd ~reeu. Presumably, 
when thio is aom_p~etod, the burep.ucraCy waul~ become thoroughly renctionn.ry, 
both politically nnd economically; and by then ei thi>r the >rorld revolution 
·would have iutervoncd or it would be necessary to ~ofine tr~ theory of the 
dual character of the buren.ucrney some J:'IOl'e. 

The only economic prow:efiB thllt ramins for Et:ll!nist Russia is· 
n revolutiono.ry mobilize.tion of the """'ses for the overthrow of tha bul'er>U:
cracy and the a.pplicntion of this revolutionpzy energf to ~ho problems of 
economic reconstruction. As long no GDrmin does not fnce this, he 1;rill be 
4r1ven into economic rntiona.liznt1ons tor the buronucrna,r. 

BoonomiAm .Q!ll! Menohevism 
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pe_ttl"-bauro:eoia Menshevik fio:h~e>·s·for democrMy, !rho :,;otty~bourgaoisle 
Rtrt1g5lee for der.JOcrncy in order that. ,.··political or,;b l1lll,¥ be cre!\ted for 
the counter-:posi tion of different idees.' In tyPicall)• idenlicrtic :f'nohion, 
it believes that truth is arrived at throut:ll freedom o:f' diocuooion, This 
conception, Shaclittlan applies to .th• \'iorkerr, .!'11rty, tho Pourth Iriternntio!llll, -the Stal!niat :pa.rtie'a and Stulinist B.uasin~ 

I. 

The proletari<m otruce;le for de~.ocrao;v is oonethinp, entirely diff
erent, It la the ctrueelo to bl'oak the opprosnion and c<JlJordinnt!on of cap
italism, to uhleash the creative socicJ enerc;; of the proletariat in nll 
opheres of its actual material life, above ull, in productior..· The ereater 
the economic cris!o, ·the ereater the nood for proletarian do.~o~"ee;r in this 
sense o:f' the term. · .And it. is prcc!soly the insoluble nature of the' cricia 
in the bourg-aoic denocrnci<o and in Stalinist Ruotin todcy. that demands from 
tha prol.etarint the n:o'ot ·c9l:l)llete democratic olejla.~oicr. ~f ito powerc, !;'hart 
de:nocracy ic "on through mobilizntion of the ""sses •·rhnt.:hcs been won is 
not the abstract form.of "rit;ht:; 11 but a ne>r "OJ' of lifo~ :q,is, the recognition 
that the illllas democratic .revolution l:l'•.lt ba a sochl reiolutiqn, >ras Uar:x:'s 
concept of the- parrnanent revolution. .. , . 

C-crzain. hotrO'Ver, still bel!evea th.~t the.!eV9_!-Ution >rhich will 
release the·nussian proletnrint, and therefore ~he lluasian .. econom;y,. from. the 
er.eatest bureaucratic .terrb't, r.u:tladml.n.!litration,. nnd'111\-~don ~h~J,t the l·rcrld 
has ever kno1·rn, will ben 

11
politicnl revolut!o~." ·On .. tl!ia, basis, hc>r is it 

possible to JT<>bilize. th~ 1\uioian casnes to revolution?'_.· ·:,.. . . · :_,, 

-· . . ... . . ,\ 
The ne>r social ord.er 1a rooted ·not in property ;or polft!cAJ. :f'o.rms · 

but in the ro'volutiortar;y achievements of the oociaUzad proletarint. created · ·':: ,;;,,,o · 
by capitalism, In ·1ap!lll, sJ..nce the- decree. of the !'ne" froedo1:1Q

11 
by l·!acArthur, c 

· · tl:ie workero have :forocd nenrly 20,000 unions, .. at tho rate of 1:1ore th:m · ·, 
thi:.ty-Xour a day. lihoever b~lievco .'this dmrioll!ltrntes der.JOcr,.tic ilh;sions 
=on;; the >rorkers·underot.ando lt•So-'about, the l·rorkinr, clnca thp.:n do eo the 
boJU·geo!eie. ·The .Amer.tcan authorities coepl::.in th"t tho Jnnnnese ensaes 
do not underst<Uici the principles of de:,,.crncy. _ In othor 110rdo, . decpito 
Shachtrnan and the IKD, the Jnp!llleoe tllloses are reyolutionary der.ocrnts o:f the 
deed. nnd not of abstract politic<l). :f'orcs. In organ!zine thel:I.%1Vos into 
'Unions, they are eXprer.ai"b denocratic te:Idoncieo, Their desire to es.tebll.sh. 
l10rkers' control Of•product19n is.rneroJ.y the OXpreosion of the democratic 
tendencies which >rill be developed' by the revolution. . . -~::··· .. . - . 

!!'he BP.tl~ applfes to the Rusoio.n rnr.oseo. The revolutio!U'.ry rnovem~nLof 'tlie proletari'~t in Rqssia as elca>rhe:.•,. COU"ries ·in ita elf the" de-
ntruc.tion of privnto property; It 1o the revolutionory proJ.etarint l·rhich ea
tabliahes the eoouonic forma n.~d no_t tho economic forna which preserveo .the revo.lutionar:r proleturin.t. 

Gercr.in lenpn Rt the opportun.tty to nocuoo Shhchtmnn of bourgoois ·, 
deoocrntic illusions, :Sut instead of hll:lo·ou plungine confidently into tho 
mass revolutionar,r atl'uggle for proletnriiul der.<>crcc;r, he oust constMtly · 
stop to think 11hethor revolutionary denocrac•' 1rill dentroy nntionalized 
property or e.caiot tho millio'nnire. kuloko, This is the :tlcouonir.t concont to 
porfection, lihat doen .Gercnin think !a the problem tol410·? ~o nntion!Uize 
the banks rJld iudustr;r? As Louin pointed out rmd no 110 P-Wo oeen .. >rithout 
poaaibil!ty <Jf cicinterpretnt!on. oince ~he_ ond of the >rtu": 

11

l1o' specl.nl llPJ?nrntus, no ~pee!~ prepnrntory stepo on the. 
pnrt of· the atnte r.re hero roquirod; thio uonoure cr~t bo -MtuAJ.~ 
renlizoci'by one deerea, nt one '1ilo>r, 11 ·· (lll§ Tbrontaning Ontr,stro11bO : · 

., ·-· - ~ ..... . 
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fl;':,._,·.·· LBnin insisted that "wbtl.t i-8maina to be don., here." wa ·the rev-· 

_·: olutionary demoar~tic content o! tho nationBlization, tho ootabliobment ot 
:. control from below, through the union o:t"omployecs, throur,h tho \ttorkers, by 

means of terror against the eo<ploiters. lfithout this revolutionary content, 
nat!onal3zntion is no more progrossivo thnn the continued centrnlization of 

'· t-. 
I 

i< 
C"i'ital. 

Germain, howvver, hns eyes only for the contreot in econernic form 
bet\·re.en nationalization and de-no.tiono.liznt.ion. He lgnoroa the law of motion 
of cap! tali a tic production to\'To.rds stntifico.tion, on tho ·.)ne ho.nd, and sociol.
ization of ln~or on the other. Hence, he views the class strugcle Sbntrnctly 
a.s one bctl'reen the proletariat 11 rcpreocnting11 nationalized property and 
tho bourgeoisie 11 .reprcl3enting11 prlve.te pro:2crty. 

If l(enohcviem, the tendency of' Shn.chtma.n, is baned upon the met&-o 
pbysicc of political dcuDcracy, EconomisQ, the tendency of Germain, 1s b~sed 
upon the metaph.ysico of !JOlitico.l cconolcy". :Both Sho.chtman and Germ!lin fo.il 
to see the revolutionary moveocnt inherent in the acCUDUla.tion of cnni tal ar1d 
the socialization of labor. The former bases himGclf upon the ~1iennted 
activlt~,' of political r:ian, the latter. on the alienated activity of economic 
man. tlhereae Sha.chtcan 1 o preoccupation is the prGserva.tion Or poli ticA.l 
demoer~cy againSt ~eaucracy, Germein1 s prcoccupntion is the preservation 
of the centralized economic organization or the ctnte agoinot the decentral
izing tendencies ~ the new kUlaks. Both are looking: nt the ma.sr;Gs ro.o 
object rather thDJl "" subject•- Sh.~chtr.~.'\ll 1 s theory of- str,e;oc ia th'\t political. 
d~mocrecy in a prerequisite to the ~ocial revOlution. Germairi1 s theorr of· 
stages is' that collectivizt~.tion i_s o. proreq_uioite to tha s.ocial ~evolutio~. _ 
Sha.chtman' projeCta a. political progrru11 to deVelop socia.liat' consciouGtl6ss .in 
the msses.. Germo.in ,proje~ts an econo"u.ic proGt"a.11. ncrr.to.ill oven defines the _._ 
necessary time intervn.l -· 11 a half decn.de11 - ro.t the end of. \'rhioh \'rill coincide, ·::_ 
fortuitously enought the completion of the f'Jllrth Fivu Year Plan, the .profound: __ _ 
soCial criSis ond ~ rnini!l'lllDl of well-being in the proletru:"ia.t~ .Pre6u.mablY, 
the bureaucl'C.CY. is so stront_~ becf'.UBB it over-consl.!L"'e_s, i.e., !Jlund_ern ·the 
surplus pro due 11, \·Thile thC masses ::iUs t h.."\ VB more i;o et".t befo:-e theY ca.ri -
_r~establish their cohesivencsR." This is_ the _bookkeepln~; of revolution· ._ . 

Germain rejects the ideas of Shn,chtrJt.lllr; · To und.orstnlta.· 11lzy this 
rejection does not ler~d Germain to the Lenh'list .. o.ppronoh to the i:l."\.ss ·t:lova
ment, l'rhat is necessnry r.u-e no_t sccusc.tio:ls ~hnt he -iS.l'J.1 eplgone of T:ootsky,; 
l'lhich hu ·is, but £>~ consideration of the d.evelopceht of tho Economist tend-
ency,· l'rhich he represento~ · 

Development ..Qi :ZconomisJ!! in th~ M:ll"xist. Jiovemerit 

. Economism. is n. tendency in tho l.t:u•xist r.lOvcmcnt \'rhich renppea.rs · 
in different forms correspo rding ·to different _etp.ge:3 of develop:nent· of 
capitr.lism. l.rhese forms have chnnged nlong witb. the ndvl'.!lce f'ro!.1 industriA-l 
cap1taUsm to r.10nopoly capitalism to stnte monopoly capitfllism, 

In backward Busein. o! 1~2' Econor.tism. OXi,')rOn"RP.d itself' m thin 
the Second Internc.tional as an n.polcgy for induotrinl Cl'.r.itnliotl. AgF\inst 
the illusions of tho Uarocln1k1. thnt nn ~noreriom donocrncy could supplt:'.nt the 
l'eudtJ. autocra.cy, the Economi:!t·s rsnsonerl t:r.nt cn.:-·it~llom .,.,ns t.nevitr.ble and 
therefore that the politicAl strugeles for domoornoy shocld bo lsft to the· 
libl)rnl bourceoisie. To this Lenin coWlterposed the t:o.an rovolutionnry · 
atru,oy:J.e for de~ocrncy. Lenin . .:ns not fighting !or 11 deooc~aey.• !!is rdm """ 
tho revolutionary democratic dictntorchip of. the proletnri~t ond pe~onntry, 

. i.e., the self-mobilization of the rJ!\anss ngninat the fcudiu autocracy. nn 
e.im whie>h :round reolizntion in the ScTiets, 

C ,{-L·[~{i.,iJik~.~~l~J~ir-" 
''· .. ' ._ . .;;;.:.cc:,.: .. cc..c.·.'· .C.: 
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Durin& the f1rot ~lorld Y.nr, :!:conoodom oxpreeoed itoelf ne 1that 
Lenin called an npology for imperialist enner~t!on. Agninst the oocial 
chauvinis!:l of tho KautoJo:yicts on the Right, there umorgecl the imperinl.iot 
Qconomlsm of tha Polish Wld Dutch Socinl-Democratc, toe:;athor with Bukharin. 
1'hese were in Lenin

1 
s phrnse, ar.on~ the 11 beet_ rev-olutiOno.r:r and r.JORt 5.nter-

na tionhl i at ~letlCntr. of iuternat ionnl Social-.Democr . .,.cy. rr llol'tever. their 
economist re,q,sonirt.g led thetl to reject tl1e national str14~gle!l of the colon:i.al 
and oppressed peoples on the eround thnt- ·free llf'~tiono.l C.t?.:pi ~ali~ms wr:re 
cccinomically ir:;;,Joseible in the nonopoly ato.:;e of co.ritalism; Aeainot ~u.lthe.rin 
et a.l. tonin nrgueci. that the natim:al struggle need'not dive-rt thu proletariat 
but rather should and could be ittdir.oolubly unit~d l·rith its r-:volutic:1ary 
mobtJ.izn..tion ngninst the bourc.eo1sia. 

;lco!lor.lism has ucu.a.lly been at;f>ociated 1'11 th bo.ckuard or snall 
countrier; or rnbo~it1~9 'W:ll:eirG' the few: '1llweys 'erlsts th:\t the C01l!ltr~t may 
prt:~dor.tins.to oVer the to\om, or thP.t the :nntion ·or minor! ty wq b~ isolated 
i"rom thu.:econo.-r.ic and pol!t.icnl. nssia~a.ncP. of 1ar.;":~::r o~ ::'!Ore dP._Veloped COWlt
ries .. ·~·'hile the conservatia:il of an advancod .countr,;: eApr~Gr..ar; itr.elt as the 
defense·<>£ del:'.ocra.tic p-111 tical forr~B, the ·conoe.:-;-l".ticm of q. bnc'kt"erd ·or 

. ~>tmll country c:..."J)ressas lts¢lf as tho defense of &conrolllic achloveo:ten"t.e •. TO' 
OVf;lrcone thlo conservatism,· Lenint who in bncla~·d Rur.~ia. had the beet opp

·.crtuni tiec ·to -obr.ai-ve econooisu in action, never \·Tt;m.•iod. of inoiating thn.t 
th~ qnly d~£Cnsa of e~thor political or·economiC r.uccesnes is e·tre~ondOus 
exertion of revolutiomey enure:r b-.f the prot;ressive J:taar:es.. Thus; ncainnt 

··the atter.~pt to praso-rvc. ·the eeonom~c .forr.t
1 

he countl!rpoa.~d c.lwn.Ys tho l~ov-, 
olutionary mobilizntion or the :na.r.ses nn the best {;."UUl"ant.ce for· the pr~ 

·. ·aarvation and ijX~ension of· cco'il.omic·or politicr..J. o.dve.ncc~·. . . . ' 

The 'ori,1pr'ity in the Fourth IntornatioiU>.l todr;r is 'doiii,,ted· 17 .. : · 
economist categories t-Thich lnve 'OGc.;.n nu.zoturcd. ~ a. poli tic~~l bo.ckground_ of .. '·~ 
thirty years dijfari~e of the uorld revolution ':.'hich t.oo!= place in' n. b!!c~t&rcl. ·· · 
country. In th~ tradition of Econorrl.st!1 :Lt is vigQ~ous 0...-id··llOlshevil: ln 
cp;P~sir.rg nt.e Menchevik illtisions. of Shllcht~n. :thn.t the strug,~le~; e.g. I in 
Poland, is for free sp(';ach, right· o·f 1or.gnnizntion, e-:c., noll fiildi:'r, the~r~ · 
:f'incl e>.:'Prcssioll: in tho slogan: 10ut·with··the Ruesians 1 P..lld 1Lo1\g 1i"t•e a":··:.:· 
Fl"ee Poland

1 
•

11 
:Su,t GerDD.in has Consh•ucted an illucio:n :Jf his otm •. On.· · · . 

'the one lm.."ld, hi! :'r~eicornes ·-the 11progressive" econoZlic ct~1'B to1·1c.rds 11 n~ructur-.· .. : 
a1 csr;ioilation

11 
of ·the- Eastern Euro!Jer.m -count!'ies in~o the :t,llnnned. oconor:zy

of Stalinist Rusciu: on the other hnl1d, he n'busco the 11renctionnry11 llOliciJ 
chnrnctcr o£ Sto.llnisrn. He r~ge.rds · Polr.\lld .'ls e. l1ourgcoln stntc rulc~t bv the 
Stlllinist. bureD.ucrnc·Y. He udml ts that the Polish "'ttOl•kel's e::qJroprintfoct ·the 
bourgeoi'sie and the Stalinists exproprb.ted the '\'t~rkOra. 1icvertho,.eco, 
"becr.use economically, coci:ll.ly nnd .tocl'Ulic~lJy, tha !"Ct'ori~n of 194.5-46 
fn.cilitn.tg the rC'alizntion of the soeilll.iot revol':.ltion, the ?olir.i1 ,.,orkers 
h"l.ve the duty to defanc1 thcl:'l ogtd.nst t:r.a restorA.tionist tondonci~s of the 
bourgcois1e.

11 
Not.e well, 11Economically, sociall;\• .. e.nd tochnic:,..lly,n 

propct"ty l'efornn facilitnte thE:t reali:mt.ion of tho 30Cit:.:Ua:~t revolution Md 
r..ust thert1£.1re be defended. This 1[: the essence of ~orr.cl:~ 1 c position. It 
is the Econor.tiso of our .clew, nnd 1 t ha.a emurged c.monr, tho rno~t ro...-oluUonm'y · 
f\1'\rl.. inter!l.'!t!onnJ.ist dlet.lt"nts of the J:"ourth IntcrJmt!om·.J. co i.Ul nt~ology fo1• 
nntionalizntion. Nid tho planh~d econoey of atnte cnJ.'itr..l13r,:· -

This COI:los straight from Gormiun• o llu.ocimo poni tion, nnd in thiL'_ 
... ... ~the1•e is .not. Mounce of Trotsky 1s rnet}..od. If GerT.ICI.in \·rr:-.."lte4 to cny that 

·.Polnnd todo,y ohonld be dotendod ott!ng to tho deatrur.tion of bourgooic TJTI>l)Otrt:v 
by the prplotnrlnt undor'. tho influonco ot' the Octobor llo·,olutl.on, "" · 
undorot!Uld it, If Germnin wr.nted to sn:r thr.t in t!:a praso.nt o1 tuntion of 
Europe; , it. wou11 bo suicidal for tho workoro atnto to ab-,ndon oithcr 'tho 

_·,. 
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dir•ct cr the indirect military control·or ·Poland, thet position could at ' ~~· 
lenst be respected," :But Germain l.e the' chief cause :tor tha i'lourl.ohl.JIB o:t ~;' 
the rotrogre,doniots and Shachti!IBII whait he put~ :torwnrd th~ ,tl)eory thnt ,, -1 
Poland _is a bourgeoio state -where property rel'ormA have been institutnd nnd ',, 
nt .the s~~· time cooks up a do:tsnoe for Gt8linisn in Poland, ' 

The Johnoon-:l'orest tendency ropudlatoo both the pooition of 
Shachtln3ll and that of Germain. lfe begin i'r'om the oocitu !lh'Ucture of COJl"o 

temporary cn!'ttal!am. ~·:e :pointed out onrly in 1946 that the interJll'.tionnl 
character of the co.yitaliot ba.rba.ricm lul.d reached o. ne,·t stage_ in which pol-
1ticolly independent bourgeoi3 3tatee 1n nrco.s like Enatcrn Europe were an 
impossibility. lie >~rote: 

"During '.forld 1'1'ar I, it wns one of Lenin 1 a bn.cic nrguments 
on nBlf-d~terminntion thAt economic dorninntion did not 
mcnn political dominatiQn. Today, and thnt in the new stage, 
economic nnd poli ticr.U. domination t;o hnnd In hand, tfi th trifiing 
exceptions (e.g,; llorw"'' !Uld perhnpo Denllllll'k) every sinsle 
European in aistenca ,.,o.f! estn."olished by irr.perinlist power, 
could not hn'te. been established >fithout rutd io rnninkined by it, 
Stalin maintains the bourgeois _&tates in Stu;tern Zurope .. 1'/ith 
the possible exception of Frnnce, Truman in res~onsible for the 
maintenance_ of eVery _government in Western Europe. The.t is the 
Ne\-1 Europe.'l. (iiHibtorical Retrogt•ens1on or Socinli·st Revolution.,-" 
1M llew Inter..!!liJ;iQlllll.., February l9lf6) . . 

For us, and we shn.ll demonstr~t.e it elo!3\11here, this .bnsic .. cbs.M~ "t·· 
in tho social. structure of EUrope in p!ll'ticul!ll' roquirec " strategic· chdDfe ' · 
~n our approach to :the revo1u:1;1onary m.'lnses. As we "''It~nt. on to poi.nt out ·in 
our resolution (~ley 1946) on tha "International Situt>tion; tho ·Fourth Inter-
national nnli the ~lorld Spcialiot Revoi1;t1on11 : • • • 

IIIn :Sastorn Euroue tha- pt•oletn::ia.t fe.ceo the colosso.l task·.-, . · 
·-··of .ovarthrowing not the delllgr:tOd but the· diroct· I!l:ilitnr~~· :POWr_ .. ·~·

of tl'J.O Busoil\ll state. In its rear. it h!!.s the armed forces of 
Russia.· occupyiilg· Geriii!'-.ny. ·Under_. these circu.'TlStancea ·-'the moov:~ :_: .. : · 
ment ·against Ruooian domination in ~ho separ<1te countries mwit' · 
therefore or~ent towurdo tho Uhificatipn of proletrzian atruggle· 

· in the ·directly oppressed stntes, includinc Germacy:, A """'" rev
olutionary movement with .:1. com.'ilon program· anC. an advnnced soclal 
goo.l hns tho best possibil!lit;r of shaking thn discipline. of ·-the. 
Rusaian !U'mieo and re-awakening in them tho tr,\dl.tions o:t the · · 
October.Ravolution. ilith thia peropective, the p~oleteri~>t ia 
aooisted in tho·.carrying o~>t of the o.nily atrug;;los agninst the. 
oppresning in.perialist pO\'ter. 1f1thout n p_er[l!lDcliive cf' -:l.nter
national struggle, the advnncod work•"• ·t~ill be less i'ol'tified. 
sgeinst Sto.liniot pr'opagnnda or the defeatiom .>1hich >lill aweit, 
intervention on the pnrt of another irnporil\liot po>rer as the only 
means of ridd1n8 itself of the Ruasian dominr.tion, exploitation 
nnd plunder. 

11A similar ~1 tua.tion in Znotern A!lio., (Korea, Manchuria, etc.} 
poaee s~rnilnr tnska for the Fourth-Inter~~ti~nr~.n 

· The poll tic<U superstructure nnd l>iotoric!ll ovonts. iu Europe to~ 
. confirm tho i'undamentnl soundnoso ~:r thi. a npprcEich. :.!.110 .whole :European. ,:. _/7-· ;~" 

chnoo demands thnt our ntrntegy bo .. concretely guided, not tomorrow but tow, 
by ·the concept of the rcvolutionnt'Y aeil'.ll'e cr po>rOl' tllld tho revolutionary 
roCDnstruction of oocioty by tho alliod prolotorint i,.n.•Socinliat United· 

. ·~-- \.. ; 
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s.tates of Europe. The prol,etariilt of. the' different cour.trioe is not cc1Ml8J1d
ed by us to act all at onco, but it ia the structure of aociet:'t itr.eli' ,.,liich 
is driving the proletariat of the different countrlee to unity l!{';B.inst the 
comnon snemy • Not to see this resultr. inevitably either in the putting off 
Wltil' ~omon•ow of. tha perspeCtive of the Socialist tinitett States of l:u:-ope 
(Srachtl1'.an) or ~ha ut~liza..tion of 1 t as revolution::u-y bunting around t.he / 
defense of tl~ bourgeois state in Poland. 

BurenucrBtic Co:ilP.etivism lm§. !M JOhns~n-Fo.r.sM Te!ld~r.cy 

The Johnson-Forest tendency, howover, munt clnrify ito re
j~ction of B.ny compromise--\·lith the defeatise1 which is ·oaaod upon bureau
'crntic collectivism of the _S~~cht~nita 7ariet.y, 

:If degenerated l·rorkero sta·tit:m is today, 194?, the Economist 
allaiysis e:f RUssin=. state capite.~ism, bureaucratic collf!Ctivisr.l is the 
!!enshevik ~ar;fs;s. 

- The conflict .. between the bureaucratic collectivists and the 
dee'.'lnerated Wbrkei-s· D~a.tiS'ts .h..1.s ttl.\te~ place,. o:s all serious· atro.Jggle~ \dthin 
the !~evo!utiona.cy: mo:vement. must take place, not ovor the concrete phenomena 

.of Sovi~;~~ .RtJ.~e:i~ b1..1.t over ·t;.he.quo:tstJ.on ·ot:· !'!!'Volutionnr.r per!:pect:!.-.:e. · Trotclcy. 
wa& not blind to the existence o:f ''~age labor nor the horrors of the counter-. 
revolution in Stallni.st Rusd.a.·' 1'/11/f 'then die! .ho refuse ·to yield an inch 
.t9 _tha s~a-ta· ·capitalism and. bttrc9.ucratic: C9llecti~,fsm of Kautski, Urbahns,. 
:B~o R •. , etc. i Beica.u,se all·. these revisions .. o!' .the theory of 1-rorke1;s sta.thni ·· 
i!P,P~~':ld'-o. t;hird_ alternat~ve 'to· capitali!J.nt or. .aocialisc. Trqts!:y l-r:trned t~t.-: · 
tO pose_such ·an alternative is .to toy- ,.,ith the 11 conchr.oion thn.t the prole~.· 

· &riitt' has forfeited its revolutiOnary possibilitir:!r. F.nd rnuct renounce'· a11· --.~~·
aspira.tio:qs_· to hegemo.ny. in. ~r.- era: imr.lSd:la.tely ~1-;!0.!1.'. II (In Dafense _.Q.f. J,farxig'm),, 

· Ilehihd.. the· theory of the third alt6rnntive, therefore, ·there alt-rayti lurke 
the,.poasibili ty o'f suwn'rt t·~ l>ourt:<JO.l.s democracy, For if tho proletariat 
ca..r¢._ot make the ·ravolu~to,n.- t~en bourgeais del!lOc~acy is 'infinitely bett_er ,. 
for ,the mr>.sses thou the ·s.talinist prioo'n. This is· the road 1·rhich is cont1ll7 
will~, :threa:teni~ :sha.cht~·. . · ;· · 

.The met!l~d b;r. which Trotsk:;' ellalyzed tho t:ur<i alternative 
holds all its· vo.lidit;v.- today. Hi13 pOSition of der,enel'at~;ci. .. t·rorkers statism, .'·:. 
although we·are urinlterably'opposed to it and to ,h!s concluSion of dufensie~ 
in Russia .. WA.S"B !larXist .an!'lysie bec&use it contained the ll.arxist perspect
i_ve of capi talistt or !'JOCialist revolution. ~fa do not ~,-,ect. this to· be · 
understood .. by the shallotr empiricists of the lr.P. Majority. They have no .. 
method and tlley are therefore inco.pable of underst!lllding tho method of others;· 
For the same·· reason that· the Johnson-Forest tBndency supporta Trotsky' a 
metlio.d ,i.n destro;ring ·the .bureaucratl.c :collectivists, >re hold that the only 
possible. !larxist· rev.ision of Trotslcy' s poai tion on the llusaian, qW>ation is 

'oxi. th~ · baoi_s of ato.t1ficati'on as s. ltorld··,'lide phenomC.:!non. . France, :Bri tr.in, 
Czeckoslovokia, Poland, Yugoala.vb, . nll form links in a chain. They nro 
not all tho sam~ , although it is impossible fol' Germain to ·~· Hlu•.t dia
ti"8U1shss, for eXlliiiJ?le, Yugos1Bv1" ·froJT. Stelinist Russia •. Jl)lt Stolinint · 
Russia, whatever its histor1ool· origins, beir.g tho. rnoot hic:hly d~'>eloped 
exemplification of this phenomenon gives tho !!:ey to tho prea~nt atnc<· of 
the_ development Of" capital as o.n ·econond.o form.:. . The c~trerne 'tlc:wolom:~ent· 
Of capi tali am b1•inga with it· QB M attendant corro1.<1l'y the tOOio.lht'' 
tendencies of tbG ·ma.sses for the revolutionary a·eizare of t~o•,.mr N'l.d the 
:rm·olutiOna.ry recoriatruction of sooie't.y~ thus moldng our n'66 l!loru rrtvolution.;.: 
o.ry in cba.ra.oter· ~h;m.- llDY previous p~riod., Ao \'/e \·Irate in 1946: 

... ' 



11Trotoky ill 1940 let't tho Fourth Intorilational. w1 th a 
strategic odentation which can be ·Qivided into t>to sectionor 

l) Tho Loniniot conooption of our epoch BR the epoch of 
. imperialiat war c1• social rovolution and the political and 

organiza.tional concluBions of· ::Bolshev1s:n adapted to our day. 
2) His pcsition on the Rusoian queotion. 

11 Today the l!"ourth Int~rna.titmnl as a. whole conti~es to 
hold these ponitions althou6h the si~a are ~ tna~ it can
not continuo to hold the Russian position tfllch longer. The 
1\'ork·~rs Party is tho first ire:porttlllt or&nnization which :1:rokc 
\'lit~! tile official po2ition and ito development is therefore 
of er.r;rmout; i·.;:porta.nr.c for t~1e Int.ornational as a whole. Six 
yePrs of tt1e ~·.r.;:-kel"£1 ·Party llnve t~ho\m a. clen.rly marked poll tic
al divi~.icn 1trhlch can be slli:lLled un c.s :follom;: 

a) ~hl! l·~jor.i t:r, in C!U!•h·i~nl fnchion, seekfl to r'evise 
the c:tl•;•/.:~cic ~.:>ncept!ons ()f \·1Crld revolution in the light of' 
the dcf;or:.~r.:..t,!on of· the E.".lssian revolution and the defeat of_, 
the pr.,le ..;::~!.a:.. elst::'.r!here 1·1hich it considers a confirmation ~f 
tt.c: Itus.::1i!;J..'l c~erience. 

·o) Tt.e t!.inorit:;r, on tho other hr.Uld, has ·ravir:ed the 
Russian pooHion of Trotsk:r and broueht it into harmocy >lith. 
the-philosophic nnd. econoirlc basis of Ho.r:dsm and the Lenin.ist- -~·-· 
Trotslcyist conceptions. of ,.,orld revolution. 11 

The major! ty of th se trho still nd.hcr.6 •IIi th such t~ruici ty ·to~--_-.· 
Tro~sky 1 s conception of· de~.enera.tcd' \trorkers stnto today oincer-9ly ··believe 
that they, like !!!rotsky, are !Yoldir.c tho fort ·'l.ln.ir.ot ·those profound pe,sellltLs1:s,t: 
and pEtty-bourgeois sceptics _who have concludeC. fr:.m th.e .degenerntlon:.:t?f' _the l.) 

Buesia.:1 Z.evolutiou t.b:.l poStponment' o'f the perspcctitret· of world. revolRtioil f•_r 
. oUr time. J3ut the ·road t'6 the defeat of the peosimicts iG _th_e road- ·t'O. the·-._· 
revolutionary· maascs. · · 

F~1· 'L'ro.tSki'; the: only detense of. the RusaiD.Il Revolution wn.s 1'' 

the oiiensivo'.of the '\'rorld revolution. All hio thlnl:iut..; \olllc governed by thi8;· 

lie could not .. ha.ve, he .did not, fit hie stra.tcgy for ·world revolution·into
,thc rramet1ark or defense or the conquests or one revolution, -any -m.'oo,~r.~e!i~!:,,:~.· ,,~f'''i 
·could ha.ve -fittt3d his concept of intel"na.tioncl socf-a.!.isr.l.into the c 
building socialiP.m in " singl.e country. · · · 

_;\· 

Ne·..rertheless, ttiday, 194?, the basis of Germain• a thi~J;l8. · 
. ·. contiriuee to be· the defense of natioll!\liz•d property. He thinks thin is .. 

Trotskyism. Dut if an.,v proof l·rere needed thn.t Trotoky1_u Jloli tics on n l'ro-rld 
ncN.e '\'rere governed .. not by nntionalized propert:,· but by the hi~torlc str..ge of 
MOG ootivity and mobilizo.tion demonstrated in the events of 19)6, it Can be' 
found in the Transitionnl Program upc.n which the Fourth Into::natiotw.l lms · 
i'ou:tded, As conceiv•d by Trotoky, the Transitiono.l ?rogr!ll! >rue a progrnm 
for ~ revoluticn, i.e. a program for thO working clnss to cranta its 
own organizatiOns, factory commi ~tees to control in~ustt-y c.nd .control the 
economy~ workers' militia tO fight the ·resistarice of the ruling clRiu, etc. 
Until. Germain han cli.U'ified this in his o1m mind and in that of his co-. 
thillksrs, he Ifill be unable to rout tho IKD and Shachtmanito conooptiona of 
dr;mogrr.tio politicnl revoluti_o'n. 

Germnin >till p;-otost th. ... t be ngraoo >lith this conce'O'tion of 
the Tranoitional rrogram·. How, th~n, cloes ho reconcilt) tho Trtlllsitional 
Progro.m w1 th his position on Poland and tbe dofenon o:£ proporty reforms which 

', '":Co.cili tate" the pro~etnrio.n revolution? It ic obviouu, · .t'!.s Tro~ol::r uned to 
~~ ·t.ho.:f:.. the q_UI')atiun nnods a lit.tlo more e:mmina.tion. 

•.·· 
~~'i}~:':ht:-.'.<!'~~~~~~·-:;:;.1::.,: :.~·:·. ;:: . ~·: _.:.":~... . . ' ... ~ ·.-~, .. 
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The method that Trotoky used as the basis for the Transitional· 
Pro!;ram of l9J8 ua• the sace 10ethod that r;ave birth to .·,e T~anoi tionnl !•ro
g:ram of the· Third Congress. The sie;n:l.fic.a.nce of the Pr.or:ram today ,can best 
be undorstood in tho light o! the hi•toric period •rr.ich firut c:-.ve birth to it. 
Like every strategic orientntion of Lenin1 s, the 1921 ?l'Ogrni!l can bf! under
stood e~sentinlly only in relution to the rnassea in ~otion. W~ must •AOtch 
Lenin 1s method devolop stage b:.· stnge in the Russian experience at :Srest
Litovsk, when the revolution wa.B in fulJ. ti.de, and in 1921 '\·rhen the 1calo.ted 
"#.~rkers st:ltc had to retreat to the ;•!3P, Tha!Je experiencea ore e:r.ceptione.lly 
valuable becnuse the one is a nolitical conjl!Dcture and tho other u.n economic 
one. They \'rill demonst!"nte ho;t utterly fall:!~ o.nd un-leninict is the position 
to 1'rhich Germo.in has been driven on the Polish question. 

Lenin's opponent n.t 3rest-Litovok ':rae 3uk:ba.r1n. Dulchar1n 1 a 
position for revolutionp..ry ";tar was e.n. ·Economist progrrun baaed on 
the corr~la.tion of econot1ic forces, e.~ •• the relntion of -revolutiollaey Ru3sie. 
to the productiva reeion·G demanded by Germany, and the deduction from this of 
an immed.!o.te outbreok of the Europea.'"l revolution. 11ukharin1 s position 
anticipates· the 11 structural a.ssirnila.tianists 11 in .their contradictory attitude, 
on the one hand, to11mrd tho Eastern Europtaan proletariat, ond "n the other,--

· to\<rard the revolution in the \'Test \·thich •11ill sol_ve f:tll problemc. 

_ Lenin's p_osition. for pence, on tho other hnnd~ t1o.a bnsed on 
the correlntion of clnsG, i.e., humnn, forces·nnd tbe actUk~~ manner-in which 

. the socialist development of the Rusoian proletari~t coUld be. furthered pend
. illb tl)e outbreak of the,Buropean Revolution. Ao he pooed it in Mnrch 1918, 
• in the ~!ajority resolution fer peace:· the "first nr.d most furidamentol. 
taak of our pru:ty" is the "raising o:f the discipline ond self-disci'oline of 
the w:::-::okers and pe~aants of Bus sir~:··· .:Uniting th~ moses into organi;n~Jons 
possessing an iron l'TilJ.," etc. For Lenizi., revolutionary war or pence \r.ras a. 
tactic within the struteBY of the socialist devolopmont of· humon forces. For 
llukharin, revolutionar.; >tar wns nn e.nti-capitolist principle to bo uphold 
in ~:ppos1~1on to tho reformists reg~.rdlc~R of_ the ret\tllneaa ·or the pea.Snnt: 
mass~s. Wne:rer;ts Lenin trnnscended reformism by undarst::utding t.he .. uneven,.· 
•deveJ.opment of the rn.."1.sseo upon trhlch 1t t·TL'.S ba3Cd, l3ul--J<o--u-:!.n re::nain.ed in -tho 
framework of poli t:!.ca.l oppositiOn bctueen _ raformisr.~ Md r9Volu"tien. For 
thio reason, Le~in cpuld_ propose formnlly raformiat · mea.suros in e. _revo,.ut1:on"":' 
ary •ray, >rhile ukharin' s thir.king remnined 11lthin the framellork of Red . 
Gunrd attacks agl'inst c"pi tel. . . . . . . 

In June 1919, L9nin generalized this cfsGentit-tl diGtinc!Sion 
whioh history hao mode· so vi tol: 

·108"/ 

11In ord.er to nchieve rlotocy, in order to cren.t8 and 
consolid<>ta Sociolism. the proletarint muot fUlfill P. t>rofol<l 
or dunl. task first 1 by- 1 to devoted heroisn in the rovolution'ary .'-..., ·. . 
otrut:t:le against cnpitol, to drn>l in its trrdn the Wr.Ole lllaSS. ;·' •··. 
of the toilers nnd o:x:ploi ted, to crirry them >rith it, to organ- · · 
ize them and J.cmd them in the struggle to overthro1or the bour
geoisie and to utterly suppress ito resintnnca, Seco_nd·, it 
muot lend the uhole rnns., of tho toil. ora o.nd o:<:ploi ted no 
well e.s ell the petty boureeois strr.tl'. on th•3 rr.~r.o.d of net., 
economic construction, on the rond to tho cro~tion ot new 
socicU tiua, n n,m lo.bour discipline, n netT orgr.o.nizntion· 
of labor, >1hioh shall combin• tho 1not >rord o:f science nnd 
capi tnlist. teehaique >rith tho mo.oo nosocintion of clt~oo oon-, 
soiouo workcro engagod_ in ln.rgo .. acal.o .. !>roducti.,n •. · 



... 
"The second 'taok 1c' mor·;,. d1iiic~ t tlwi :first :i'or 

it cannot·poseibly,bo :!'Ul!ills.d. by al:ngle ·acto of heroism; 
it requires· t!.e most. prolo.nged "'!rit l>ert<istent and most· 
difficult. maos het·oism and prosni_g §..V~v.J!D.y ,.,ork. llUt 
this taSk is mora material. than tb'=' firct beoo.1!se in the 
last e.nttlyots,· t:he no\·1 and ~ighe.r ~de of sociN. production, 

· the substitution of lnrge acale Goclnliat vt•oduction for 
capitalist nnd petty 1>-lurgeois pl'o·rluction co.n alone. Serve 
u.o tha deapest sOl'J.'CB" of otrone~l:. .for victory over. the bou.r
gooisie' nnd the' nolo gunrnntee of the fturnbility and perman
ence of .thfs victor-.,·. 11 (S,.,.1e~bod ~' Vol I?C, p. 435) 

The differ-nee bet>Jeen 1919 imd. 194? io toot the objective 
aitue.tion todr.y h.'l.s r.:u.rle thia. fwtdO!I!entr.l LBniniet n:pproach to the question _., 
and this solution lih:~ im!isp'ohsn'l:llc key to revolutionary strc..tegy. In 
Lenin1 s ~' a:td pn ... ~S.-,ul~ly in Ruo:;cin, the politicnl Nld tbe economic 
eubject 'IJCr~ ctill ::;~,p;:'.:..~~ted by t.hl) gap but\oreen the -rev91utiono.ry c:tetermln
ation of the oas:1ec en tlie one hrmli., nnd on the other, their 

11
culture." or 

ability to C..e\."clop nnd complete the ne\·T sOcial relation. This~ and not the 
absence _of machinl!s, coal and. \thec.t, was i'tb:•.t Lenin meant _by the beckwnrdness · 

of Russia .. * 
It wns tha revolutionDl"'J trroisform.."\tion of the mnsses \'t¥ch. 

Lenin· sn\·r ns the naource of stre;:::gth n.nd euUrnnteo· of the inevitable· n.nd· 
complete tri~-.r;,h of Com;mmi:uil. 11 Dacausc it ~m.c not j:.Ossib).e to. ,l?,chieve. , 
this trancforn;tion by n direct coliecti~zntion of the peaonnt eConOmy: · · 
tho li£EP unr. nece3oary. But nl tboug)). th~ NEP \'TRB. a rct~eo.t ii}~ ecrinoinl~ ·i"or~, · .. 

·£!.!1 .e:r.:r.mine.tion or Lt!nin1 s speechi;S n.nd ~itincB ~n it, shc.·w tM..t," '\'rith' all'. . 
its Uco~:;er:i he ndopted it because .it~r-.:s tha only maf'l...na Of dev:Glopl::ig the .. ~··~.·. 
initiE~:tive enC. cner~ .of the lo\·reot mnsSen ond the 'deepest fciurict..,tiO:ls' cit'~:~· 
the \trorkers ~tate. ·-Onl.Y one exr.r.xpla from inm1mcrn.ble .othern:· · ' ·: '.· ·: 

... ~---
11All-sided dcve).opment of ioc:,l initiative ond i~d.;~nd:;.c 

ant action in encoura&tng·-exchnnga · "oett·io'en ~ieulttiro'.rind ·.· · 
inC:ustr:r - thit must be 'dcin& to tlie utr.Jost extent' and·e.t all. 
coota. The ~tudv ·or "Ornctical e:xperience in thin. The·:·.-·· · 
greo.test possibl;, variety in. this. n (S,,lechci, l•lorltg; Vof·IX) · 

~ . . ,. 

lt is a cocrnonplrice in tha in:>Vcr.l:Glit i:Mt· tM·'l•otri:at· to:·th~-- .. c.·c.".·C.·" 

lmf woo nn exa!.'lple of the strnteeic genius of Lenin. TodaY:: it is ileCe~BRry-.·. · 
:for us tci emplmsize tMt :fnr· Lenin, -tho lE? .had one. the econOmic'·. 
mcbiliz,.tion of the m.~ssas on 'the couf.tryaide b)- de·vo:LOJ?intg 

initif~tive er.d. their crer..tiv~ _energiea-. :i!'or the s_nko .~~,fS•~~.:~t~~~::.:~~·,, 
the mn::;sea 

1 
~enin \'lllG t-rilling· to rim Gveu the i-19~ of tho 

being over--ran,by capitnlism. ~his is the C@intessancu 
not~ · 

For the :IU•:jori·t:r· in the Fourth Inter.no.ticnal, the nntiono.l 
rovolut'!.on~ moveconts ln: Fr.nnce ond ?ola...'"'ld wcre.~t. to bo supported, but· 
_th.-. l)+.n!in!.st rogitlA in Polen~\ i'e to ba supported; __ :Secr•uso ·there Wns no. 
nnt.i.Jr.:UJ ?.13:-t prCip~rtY in ]'rimae, .t.ha Fo\ll'th InterM.tionr~ f'f'il()d to Oee th.e> · 
crr. . .r\~!ve c:~:'l.t:l·~· ~~..r .. r'::V011J.tiono.ry initir..tivo \'thiCh f'inolly eri~cd in nrmed 
inrur .. :cctlol.. 1!'1 l~olnn·l, howGv-cr,. bel!n.uOe or' tne nntionclizod prol'lerty,. 
th~ :nncOoo (l.1'a cn.llcd upon to Bup))Ort·-.thoao o,·rpo -c.nn only. a:~ist by" crushing ____________ ; _____ .__ . ~-----. ·. 

• .T':l'i~:.,, 1:L th.r. :;~;~:t:lLcnl dovo.at:.!.ti.on of :::urop11, this lliatorico.l rn.'\toririlist 
apprl)nch is decl.si ve to My !)')rop(,ctivo .c!' '1'/0rld r.Ovolut:ton. Othcr\'risa, · 
col:'ln()ui.~ \'"""Tivn.1 I.~I'P'l~R •t\ '(.lroreq'.liaito. 
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their revolUtionary energy and initietivo both in politics and inn:c~:~~:;~:~!i:n· 
~hie stonding of !'eVolutionary policy 'on ita hand is. not ~t all n 
It is tho result of. preoccupation >~ith economiu reforms lae.rnt by the 
apigones from the theOry of the dog~ne~n.t<!d work:oro otnte. 

11hat reformist nonson•• io implied by tho statement that tho 
socialist revolution of the Polish wo1•kere :tcnn nnd nro.~t st'iu-t from the pres
ent reforms 11 ? (Fourth Interno.t1.2.tu!l, FP.brun.ry 1947) Hot only 11 cn.nn, mind 
you, bnt "ruust". Is GertlOin afraid that the Polish worko>'o in their rev
olution might, a:fter seizing th< factories, ?-"'d t~m ove~ to the bourgeoioie 
or· to the pec.sants? Da&f; he ttenn th:~t the ?ol.\!'th Sovlotc mu::t. not repudinte 
the Stalinint ln'IB expropriating prh•nts property? I a he .a:frnid tho.t the 
Polish workers might loot the i'nctorieB as did th!l bnckt:rnrd Rutlainn pensnnts 
in 1917 -8 ? \{hD,t reformist conception do •:re hr-.ve he-ro of ;-ovolul;ion in 
generol and of the Poliuh "'Ol'ker:; in pnrticulnr \·rhlch rcquirco our tm.rning 
ther~ thn.t they 11 cAn and 1m1at atl".rt f'ror.~ the prnsant ro!orms. 11 , Gerr.u:Un r:ets 
up a. atrr,w tta."l, nnmely, SbnchtL'lM 1 s fc.ntc.st!c r>ropor.nl tht•.t the Polish workers 
do nnd should support !Uckolnjcz~l:, in order to knod: 1+. down. llut he enn · 
knock it down so vigorously beo:~use he hioself be-l! even :>nd therefore feRrs 
the influ~nce of i·iickolajczyk over the ·work~::os. Y~t tho only influence 
Hickolajczy'..c could poGsibly: h..'\Va over·· the ,.,'Ol'l:ere in d.uo to the stl•encth -
thnt he derivos from .Anglo-Americnn imperiuliam and the 1-.orriblo reality of 
the ~oncrcte Rus'sian doniin('.tion,. To 2upport thld Str.linint. roel:1e 'is only to 
DJiCOurB:go· rcnctioric.rit:~s 0£ .t.i:t~ str1p6- of Hicl~olejosyl-:. Thia, in tha tat.; v"t 
ell Ecorior:dsm, increasint; l'tith the ye;:xra, to fntlten i tsclf ·upon P. progressiV~ 
economic· form end 'therefq~o inhibit ito elf from penetrt\ting to the inner 
strategic link trhich-.'n:oS~ Po~!er!ully U.."litan the 'bro('~.doot 1:1:.\anun for ~he 
revolutio.nnry tr.olt a.t.hnnd;· · .-

~ Poli tic;.il Cons~9~en~e!i . .2.! E~n!lo.cisir. 

Germni!; elnims th.~t he 1a mrely fouo,ling ~rotslcy, E1a 
opponents r.IOke .this· as· an nccucl'.tion,. lYe~ thOr the_. claim nor th•~ r.ccucr\t!on 
~.s doc1sive. loie .mu.Bt. ~·ee ~That' Gorrnr.in repreilcntn loeicnll:f end hiotoricm.'lly 
in· order to "rege the political struggle aguinst h!c of'ioctively rnd inn. 
Eolshovi~ m~ner. 

Gerttain ·ho.s tn!cen one O.B!Ject of·1!rot:;~.:y, the theory of iihe · 
degenerated workers sta.t_(3 and buil~ it into o. 'trhol<:t poli ticnl ncthod, the 
method of Eeonomiac, 'Like all Economist tendencies, hin v1o"" in?.! bit the 
·-t.evolution~; peropectives· o!.'th<J ct:'.asc.a becnuse ·the'y ncg)."vot the decisive . 
rolei of the- -mo.sses as n soci~l· force. Yet today Dora·· than ·ever: the· ecOnoC!C 

·mid the social force of the revolutif:?nnl";y r.ta~&Os coincide. Stogo, ~J Stl!ge, 
the revolutionary pro blocs of the proletarint nnd therefore of hutl')lli ty us 
a.'\'t~le ~ve moved closer t~ the vury pro~ess of :product.ton r.nd ·the rev .. 
olutionary reconstrUction of soCiot~ .... not only on n n~tio.ncl -but on n. 

. mu1 ti-nationn.1 bnois. 

·In its roaqlution on the Intern11tionul Sitw,tion, tho Joh.uoon
. Forest· tendency posed, 'li thout equivoco.tion, sooinlint rel.,tions of produotion 

as the clit1ax to tho aoCiar revolution nnd as th,1 only \·ley out for tho 
solution ot the imedi{tte .nueds of the. J!U.\aaea. As 'llle \-!l"Otu: 

11For thio rcn.son the Fourth Internntionnl c!oar. not noroly 
poae the struo;gla i'or immodiE\ta detllUlda in tortiO of tho notul\l: 
intervention of the l':IEl.Bsen (factory cocr.dttoeo, conoUJ:ntro 
comi tteoo, etc, L It li'Ust coasaleosly propngnto to tho 
msr.eeo the gcmuinely trnnr.itionnl charnotor of the r~lntion
ohip bt!tweon f'n.otory oorntlitees, otc• ,· tho oocinl revolution 



. ' . 
~d .• g~:=:~···::2:::-:~~~::~=:;·:,::~,t~'=.·s:.~:~:;~;.'~;~i! (;~:~iii. 
l'nckinc leadership, are 'bewilderod by· the ·lllaGili tude o! the ··'.'~ 
probloms >1bich fnc• thlom, tho Fourth Intarnationnl lllllSt place · :'(') 
the orcanized rule of society by the workers as the only way . ') 
to pull :Europe and Asia cut -of the chaoo and :u.in in which · -· 
cnpitaliot society has placed them. It ll:Ust CP.ter.oricnlly .::··~j 
any to tho mnaes there is no hope for a reconstruction of · ·~ 
society except by means of tho productivity of labor ond sodial 1 
reor«a.nization Hhich only socialist relatione of production .1 • 

can initiate,... .I 

11 The Fourth International must at the name time pOGe to 
the workers :tn broad outline a plan for the reconstruction of 
Iuropo on a co~t1nentol scala. ·~hus. in Europe: it po~o the 
aocializbtion of urodUction on n national scale. B~it re
sponds to tho concrete situation by linking t~demand to 
the industrialization of Germany nnd its incdrporation into 
~ Europ~on econ~ as the indis~ensable basis not for some 
distant socialist vell-beiog but for the aattsfaotion of the 
elecentarj ne"eds of the mBsec and for the sal.vation of 
Europ~ ciyilization. 11 

· lf we now look u.t Germt1in1 o theoretical a.ncestors Ss stnge_s · 
in. the historical de...,loprncnt, we shall understand his pos!.Uo:;. ··: 

. I,;· 1902, the Econo.miots coverned themselves by the.eoonomic 
necessity of lnrge scale production re.ther :th.<m the ""!bi:).ization of the 
masses to fiGht Taarisrn nnd estr.blish their political unifico.tion in the ,. 
der.10crntic dicte.to>·ship of the proletarint tllld penoontry, In 1916; the ..... 
imperialist Economists gov•>·ned ther.meives by the" economic necessity· of.: · 
supra-national centrnlizntion rather then the unification ana mobilization 
of the proletariat ond peasontry o! the opprcosed. and ·o:•iprossing countries. 
In 1918, :Sukhnrln posed the economic nec~ceity of ne.tii>nnl.ization rather.... '· · 
than the mobillza.tiori of the Rue sian ·niasaea into their own orgrui.f~e.tiOris!~to 
oon~rol prod...:.~.tion and sE\fegun.rd ngeinct counter-revoluM:or .. 

What doee Germnl.n propoee toc\ny? In the "!!!ll Econor.ll.nt 
tradition, adapted to the present. s1t110.t1on, he continuaa to· epoal' of .the 
eoonocical~y progr·essive · ch&rncter of· nationnliza.tion ·e.nd plmm'ed ·economy. 
Already in Poland, his position eho11s the political oeriouimesz of his· _ 
ba3io error. The Economists of 1902 thcucht th.-.t they '<are only defending \ 
the economic orgp-nization of large scele capitnlism. In reality, they were \ 
defendine; IJ:IsArism because only the rP,volutionary democratic mob111zntion of \ . 
the proletarip.t_ and penatmtr; could deatroy political :reudaliGn.· The in- '.-··) 
perial.ist Economists in 1916 th<>ucht they were only defeudin<!; the eoonooio . · 
centralization !lCCompUshed b-J imporinlia". In reeJ.it;v, the)• vrara defending 
imperialiem beor.uoe only the r..obilh•itioll of the msoeo of the opprecioed and 
oppressl.nc countries could destroy nntionnl do:n1n!ltion. Gerlll6in in 1947. 
thinks he is .only dofonding the nationnlizl'\tion and plr:>.nned econom;r of. ·the -·-;. 
bureaucracy. In reality, he io defondir.g Stnl1nioc bc.co.use oilly the strateg-
ic perspective C'f rev<~lutiOMI'Y roconutruction by the ~tu'Opean nuiBGes as o. :: 
1J.!l1 t. and :p!'.rti1J1.tlarly in ~1eein. E~~!tArn :Eurn~e ~.:nd Ga.rtllP.n.,V, ann Oppose 
'both the 1nternationallam af Stnlir~ot Bunsi!l nnd the intarno~ionalis" o! 
Alocrican imperl.alloc. 

:·: .. :.: ... 

., 
,;J 
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The masses all o:ver. thl3 worl,d are. grOping for a revclutiona.r;y 

lenderohip l/hich sees in their own pra.c'tical mobilization the roarl to\·rn.rd 
tho socielist raconstruc·uon of t;~Ociety An1. nt the a:'\rJe time the :-:oh,.t!on of 
the r.1oct pressine; iranedinte· problems. 

The Fourth Int~rna.tionn.l posec n rovolutionnr:r Jler!'lpective 
to 'the masser.. :Sut at everj.~··criticf\1 atnge, ~ ... hnt emerges 'in that it considers 
national:i:::ation, etc., by the StnliJ~ists, rllbeit cnrried out by counter
rcvol"U.tionp.ry !:ensures agrJ.nnt the masses, to be st~!,r. on the rond'::lto the 
socic.list revolution. 11tmn the revolutionary persyectivt;a' of th13 .llourth 
Internnt'iorJnl are linked tc ita concept tl'll'.t Stn.lir,ir.n is ·cnrryinc- out the 

- collect,lv1st t·evolution, ir; it any \·roncicr th.e..t th~re eoeree in the Four~h 
Int.BrnO.t'f~llA.l tendencies which attri but a· :-1. hif.:t.nr5 c~:.1 role to Stn.lini~;;m nnd 

. corrcsPotleiilgl.oy que_stion the revolutiOI"J}ry CP.paci ty of the ::"ln.s:::eo? 

~he Pourth Iuternntioncl believes ti:at the l·trt.r ha.s crea.ted a. 
re\"'olutionr.r;l ter.1pcr in' the wncGeG· !}.!ld thnt there .in ;-,() clternntiVe to the 
socip.list T•.··:olutlon. ~t a.t the Sa:n~· tir.lb, looking .r•.t the Chao:J of modern. 
Eu:or~e, b-..t: ;:~Girl€ ~ nel·T industrinl plf'Jlt h~re fl.lld there, it nsr;erta ·thn.t 
th~?t~'f.:l !w.!? ·:.~~:: --:.:. ccc:\oiilic re'ilval (:.m..··!iiesto of 1:!3.Y 12Bz, 1947). · This is 
vl:erc Zcon~r.~:r:~ preconceptions can lend youo Inste£O.d of real~zine tha.t the / 
revolt ·a£ th~ r.ur-se~ 1n the ver:.r 'procesa of productio'n r..l'.kca economic revivr.l_ 
~m.possible,. ir.e'\ieau ... of making :th~ir propugnnde. end P..gi.t[.l.tion em this Po.int, · .. ...-.:/. ... 
and ~allinz for th'-". cotiplete ov~::rthroH of the bOurgeoio str..te in the r.ll'.nner~ ' ·· 
th."l.t Lenin. culled :r~r it :1-n 1917, our Ec_ono~it::tn Complain t!·•.nt. the r.nCS:es· 
h'l.ve not shn.reci in· the profi.t of the nuo.tionnl reco.vCry. 11 Ti".~.,1.r; 1·r, .the •"iT~ 

.. lusiou which re:~.ta r.ot, iike Shnchtr.!lll1 1 a, upon qUcsticinir-.g the revolutionArY". : ·· 
possi 'oil! ti~s of. the prole;tnriat. but reats rc.thE-z: upon. o..ttr!~OT~.ting to the. · 
capitalists, \'lith t..rh!lte:ver res2l'Ve.tions, the l!.~ility to stt:-.bil'ize ·thei:r ·1. 

ecollOJI\\; nnd !1 reco\~er 11 in tha p:rese.!lt period. his is 1<1hnt 0'·•:1es ·of looking 
.at Pr:~duc-th:e forces, no~ r.a h".L':l'.n forces but ns mt".chln\:.1~:. co:"! nnd ~·,he~t. 

The 7oU!'th Iritorno.t~.Onr"..l believ~c tr.'nt :i.t is th.~ t'fdri lim.•ld ·. 
-\'ll'.l. t:hich 

11
will ine·:i tl~blJ pr~cip,, tate hltr.lt'.ri; ";y into Or~!'bP..ri::;m. :J (!.!n.:z: ·~ ' 

?-!.'1-'lifento, 1947). AA i:f' in Europe' ana Asia. tod."ly bru-bnriom l'l13rfJ n llUe.etion 
of t.lle futarel Tho d.ominnHon of its 'thirJdng by tho poropecti,·re oi·th•• . , .,. 
thir.d. world ynr _ re:. ts llpon i tr. Econo1:1i ot· conceX,tirin t~nt thor~ 1 s aoa~Jt:h_ing 
pl·o~;rer:.r-1-:o in the no.t!onnlized oconomy of Rucd.r. r.nd :!::n~tern Europe. ,.,hieh 
ia bdn(; t.lu-o,...t~:leU. It is r..1'rro.id tl'o.n.t _the pl::mned· econoJ:~y of Russiu '\orill 
becor:to the tofJl of ~;t"h'tl Stre~t. This ~G thiJ rem.:lt o:I vic,·r1n.~ ·the: Ruacirn 
m1d Er.stern !urop<'M pi-olaf;nriat ir. abstrnctiou fr.om the 110rld revolutionEU"y 
pars}'lective bt.!cnunl? thdy live under n. 11progresoive11 econopy. 

\ This ic the di1er.L'JP. of the Fourth Internationei to<lno', So ... , .. 
lor~ a.s 1 t mnin t:>.inc .. it a Bconor.rl. s t concaptionr.:, 1 t b1•.: adt1 ·in i t'O o,.m rl'!llk:s .:[ :·;:.. -. 
Menshevik concepts of thG', t-renkness uf the ,proletnrir .. t . l"!'ld the strength of · ·' 
the bourgeoisie. The, 'ttl',Y Out is to- revise Tro~oky+a "P.uBcian position in the 
l1ght of hiu TrnnGitioncl Progrru:1. To do thA.t requlreo the nnnlyais of 
Stnlinist Rt:.ssio. M otnte· ca:pitr>.list in a \'torld of develOping stt•.tes ~"·l'~to.l
icoo, in t;hich the Ru.ssiar. prolet~rte.t t>l or~. ,,;1-th the world :r)roletr,>..rlr.t i·s ;-· 
beiug prt~pr~'r.,d for social r~Yolution. To oe6t the needc o~ the _!:lllec<:!o·, tlie .-· 
Fourth Internnticncl ~~at turn not orUy its Glog~~~B,but nore ·itwortnnt, its. 

· . ...._ thinking nwny :free Econor.i!>t o.bstrnctionc and to\'lllrd tho new otnge of trorld · 
roi-olution~ 

Aut;ust 1947 
- rdn Stone 

. - ·- -·-.....__, 
·.:......_....:...: .. . '."';..". 
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(llotoa !!'be following ate •~~ of the 1r.oidonh vbioll tako pla.co in 
lllf shop, In tho laat 11eel<s of our dhpt1to w1 th the If ,P. I c6n!ron.ted thom >~1 th 
tho opinion th&t 9!1/. ot tho workora in "'' oh6p an collli!IUr.1oh, Xt was oaoy tor 
tho~ to lau&n nt tb!s 0unprec1oo• ••tl.mation of tho,r,eyolutio~orf instincts of 
ths workers on tho o.aselllbly lin$ and in othel.' ssctiorii .of :the rriodern wto factory. 
l!ut in una a selection of those worker• will bo reoiiltted illto ths N"PPlutionlll')' 
party: to ·oo.ntirm IllY • eatimats. • ) , : 

. Absenteeism h vary hit::IH Tho7 now p~ the worker& on Fridny after-
IIDOn bocauoe vhen they wore peid in tho l!lOrniJ>8, tho vcrll:ero wuld knoCk off 

· ·.before tho dey vs.a ov~r, 

Attn' I ftP.Ve .. hoy •Pl~nty ·for All n to roo.d. hs cBLlo back to tell 
mo that it would be worthwhile to tek.o ov.or tho plant ond pey the bos ••• to atey 
BY!!Yo 

·'.•, P. read. 1 Tho Com1ng AIIOr!.Cali.llovoluUoas.• Ha stiw the foreman am1ll.n~r. 
..• !!e oo.id. to him: 01fhon tho revoluUon''oomoa, ""'11 wear that grin off your :l'noe. 

You'll .'l>.e wrki"8 vith tho rest of "" fellows.• When tbe foreoM went '"rcy, P .• 
ollid to me Qll&rity: 11He tholl&ht I """ l<l.dc11118 h1ml11 

... 
F., n union oommtteemalt snicl thnt i:t tho man don't hit the q_uoto. 

l.llld stop absenteeism,. llllUUlgement will b.-.1ro to hire Negroes. I oaid: "Inatend 
of :roroing \<Orll:ors ~o wrlc harder a.nd stick .·to' the job by scaring them "1th dis• 
·oricinntion, "". WODt to got lle&l"'e& lD to end the dl. vision ·.between Negro and 
viit.tc worlcora, 11 li'1tty 1:.0rkera otoo.d nround, .. ,I~a~o lou~;. ~ha louder·I 
,apol:e, the more people c...,e,. F, blick.ed i!o~, onld.' ~!lnt he ·~r)n1 t mor..n whnt he. 
enid· before, He 1 s nov p:iQ¥1ng n different rolo, •liolping to ·eri!Ml•• tho l!'.!lPC · · · 
in ths local, •· 

:s., · a W,P.' or came to ce during the Oftldtind Genernl Strike,· He srdd 
that one of' the· . ...,rkno he talked towns a. real s.o.b •• hnVW suggeotod thl\t: tho 

:,voteorons orgnnl.ze to' brenk tho strike oinee.it·lfM co.usl.nG disunity, n disturb
ance, etc, I naked thla worker w'!lethsrbe knew ho" """Y vetert\l\o were,in the 
plant ond thnt mz-a tlle.n ha.l:l' o:l' th9c woUld vnnt to brenk his ~oalc. At this he 
roaa to )l1o full eh: foot two inclles, · (I'm f11re'ofoot-eigbt.) •It's just n . · 
rndl.col.outfit behll>.d. tho etriko Md you1xoe on~ of thsci; • he. oncwered, ,lthen. ho 
IQW the orolfd of t~or!ters gnthariJ>8 IU'OUDd, he. slOWed ~VII llQd turned ciJl.el:on, . 

·Other ~· took on the £I£bt, Tventy· to thitty · 1:10n 'bet:llll thro•111ff wordr. nt hl.o. 
:r., n feliow wo:ioker, told ""' later; 10iqu, tbi: b n good thing, The only 
troubla is I ha.d to hold :tour ·gu.ya \!liCk froc sockl.ns b!c, We expooteii .. \1~" t~. . 
throt~ n punch.but hs kO]>t gettl.J>8 softer R.oid softer, If he 1d bit yo\1., wo•d·lli>ve 
thrown hlc .out eo fast.• l!~t dey tho 11 str11cebrebker" ~oined ths· unio'n,,' ' · 

. !1he cofto~ """ would etop'by er.ch ~ndivl.dunl worker on tho nssemb1Y 
lino to give hlo a chance to get hlo coffee, F,, ·n big boas, told the o:J,cl. ·oot'fee 
DDn to hurry up dnce ho wr>s keepins tha can troc prcduct~on, As ho ecl.cl. tll1s h~ 
ohovo.d the old DDn lllong, A vol'll:4r Oil"' ott tho 11.,nc and elmst shovod F. on hls 
behind, He saidl "If you '1/Mt to &hoVe OOI!ISbocq,. pink en co, If you push thnt 
Qlc! co.n rJ.;f'..!n, I'll !!hOV!J ~ t•f!!th 40~ ro'lir throat,• !hAt woJ:lt~ :lG et111 
wo.-ld.DG here. · 

- llill Ko,ye .. 
..· . 

.. . ...... 

. ] 

··.:··! . 
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.Uthoi!Gh the lliatoey a! t~ Amorican ;youth CIIIUlOt ...,..,. be oompared 
w1 th tlul.t a:r tho :tuior,eim ;rtuth, ;rot pra~>ttcoll;y eveey A.,erican ;youth Colla hi~ 
eal:r .. "calllDIAist• or 

11
aociol1at• or boaoh- about his liberal reformiat ta'Ddenciea. 

Their ideas about socialism are completely distorted, however their intontiqn !A 
12 ~.ln j}a egtp.bli•hme~t sz! A gom1etely ditfa;oeru. gqqieW. 

Hero are soae reaeona lfh;y the ~uth are :radical, 

In the home, children are the unfortunate !fho RUffer moot becauae 0~ 
the distorted e:dstence of their parents, The e:haU.ted husband quarrels with 
ths equally overworked housewife and both of them direct their anger and ressnt
ment at the ohildl•er. >rho ore !nevi tabl;y bub bUng over tri th excess cnorey nt iP.. 
opportune lllOmenta. It is unfortunate that a child's lite llll.st be rceu!nted 
until it r~alhos the neeossit;y of ont1ng,_ sleeping, and keeping fRirl;; clet>Zl, 
However, in cuzo socioty practico.ll:v all (th..!ldren ::.:-~ tcread to :fit into their 
i'<i"allt

1
• echeciu.i.e so that the;y W.ni t be a disturbing fnctor' in the atru~e to 

oqueeze out 11 living, Evon tl:to bourgeois pa;yeholagiats r.dl!lit thnt the o:dstence 
ot children in this soo1ety 1s hi>rr1bl;y inadequate, 1-lost neuroees CM be trn9ed 
to childhQod, not oal;y bec<Wso people lll'e pp.rticnl!U'J.Y sensitive r..'ld imprcssion
l\blo et ~.n early n;:e but b.ecause the oppression, is pa,rt1cUlorly o:trema theJ:l, 

. When the;y Como to the ste~ tih.ore the;y OEUi 02preas ther.tael VOO, t~ 
illllloedintoly otnJ:t to rcbol, ~•.Y I'enlize the necelidty to trnnot'crn soc1oty but 
they e.ro not nHrneted b;y n~ t pol! ticn.1 erg~.l11.,r.t1on&, Inste!Ul the;y band to- ·, · 
gather in discnscion groupo or independsnt ;youth groups( !;e., .Y.C.L., Liberal'• . 
Ptu"t;y Youth, 111\shomor 111\ttl\ir, eto., nnd present· progri\oi!t for the ~.1.2n s;·!!ll· 
problems st ~ ~ .mru. · · · :; · · " · 

. Their oppression 1a. co complete tl-.nt tho mlit l1 berill child P~7;:~~Jf :,~:~ ogiata, parents and even revolutiou..rioo think nothing is t<rong if o til 
1~ torded·to retire.nt "csrtllin tiDe, Jons to wenr cloth"" trhich• ~>r;er~,"~t:~,~~:~l 
parents;. hns no property riahto-,• can't {!}> 'ti th :!'ri~ndt>tlhiic tho p 
approve of, n::td eo on:. The >11i0le society works ·on:t.h• r.••Ul!l!>t1on tllr.t . . . 
mentr.ll;y incompetent. · lill•n a ;young perso'i.M~ a·politicnl conv1otion.wh1ch · · . 
not coincide wlth thnt· of hio parents, relo:ttve •. or tellOhers, he 1s subjeeted·_to: 
peraonal insnlta which nra r.li:IOot unbearnble, !l'ha' .,., ic true if !lo docides on 
n ftlture which· they don't e.r,prove. of.· !!$ 1o etal'Psd froo .doing whnt'l:to wants -' 
b;y hnvlnt; finnnc1nl 1\id cut, free hours lici'tect, or the hui:tilintion of " bel\tiHg 
whoso purpose is to prove his mentlll inferiority, 

1/hen i ~ .comas to finding n Job the;y ~~re torn b;y connictiilg eo;.;.,tion•. . 
!l!he;y do not wnnt *• wl1t bectollse ·of ths d>.'Udcery \'hich. tl\0 1\il.ults r.rc continunlJ.Y 
wnrning 'theu o.bou.t, On the _other hnud, geMirc n Job llenns independence nnd n · .. 
:reeling of ~-otq;etence EIOd reapone_ibil\t;y in tnldnq; pnrt in the r.dalt 11orld· tthich 
gives hio salf·reope,ct. Even so, youth nre_ ba;ored !roo cood Jobo ·or ~~ro pnid 
low >tnges. The 'ae:t eduontion of youth is one of ~ociet;y 1 o"recosnhed" ace.lldnla, 
!rl:to ins1n1lt'.t1ons which are proJected, nre tint if ri·)outh •ncncci• iii sex ralnti~ns 
it is J..orribl;y ~iltl\)r end vile, 'but whan you get older nnd·nro· cnpnblo it'• nornal. ·· 
The resUl to of' this nre tq>p..,..ent enangh w1 thout wrt'tinc: of.. :it" here, . . . · 

All these th!ncs Md o:onn;y others lfhi·oh nre the produ.ots of this 
aociet;y help.t!N!:e the ;youth r,idio"*• ~. :f'ect thAt tOO. do not particip<~te ·di.,.:,;~ti·.':··.';:;';! 
l;y in the process of prc.W.otion doesn't mnn t~.nt they _mve no intorasts wl>ioh 
conflict with the e:dat1Qg relntl.ona in societ;r •. Hct1ever, precisal;y bso<Wse 
the;y lnck auoh direct pnrtic1P.,tion, the;y cnnnot ndopt nn independent political 
line -to preeip1 to.te the change which the;y desire, !l'hnt is wlv the;y hnva f'Ol101<11l. 
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~:.···. ~~:~ta ot ideolopea auoh u l'aaois~. Z1onhm, etc., wllich appear .to delland a · .. '·;!\~~ 

:\:.. Some )'Outh wh<l nre .-ecru!. tad to the par\y, £• into induatry to .. :_:.~.~." .. _·.·.~·.·.-',:'.·.~_.:.:'··,. 
;.·;· room t workers Qlld help build the nvolut11>11ary movo01ont that wa,y. l!ut to.- ,_·• 

every youth who 11 reo>'Uited aa Nl individual or on intellootual cont'iction, 
tbare~arG a. million more vhoae ol'Pre~ll!ion ~der this society bas not been aleviat- · .. ~~.' 
ed. he ·cor..oreto inequalities which I ba'te monUoned above 11ill 'become more o.nd ''' 
more oppressive as tha society continuos to decay. :;:;;: 

'· 

i 
: .. 

•' 

Tho worll:illll: claaa &. the ouly :!'orca which has the abil1 ty to cflange 
aociety will had the youth lllld ahov how l.t can help in th.\e change. F..owever, 
v~ cannot &!IPBDl to then by ignori:cg their own p.-o'blena and rec>'Uiti:cg the11 us .. 
inciividuale. lie ll!Wit ihow that we 1ll!.derstand their oppression ae ~ group in 
SOCiety and recruit them on tbo.t 'bUlB \11th the purpose Of e•tablisllin& a DOll 

aociety ~<hich will aol1re thdr probloms completely. 
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0!1 A IWllO. PLAllT JIEI,T I.Imi: (Put 11) 

.i. worker who works on tho I!V>de:in factory belt soon learns it 1B not 
the belt that makeo him miserable, lnlt the boseea who dictate Just how fast that 
belt runa, ho>r close the material 1a to run, how ~- units eacli"oparation shall 
contain,- etc., otc~ At tba same timo, workers who are constantly being mOved 
around and. liransferred (1 1ve hl<d six supervisors within the laot ydar) soon 
realize that be a supervisor "diplomatic" or " rasl company "pusher, • the work 
put out on each belt is Ql;>pro:rdmatsly the sallie and at the end of the day +•aves· 
the worker tenae and exhausted, ~hua it is the school of copitaliom 1toe1f that 
teaches the 110rlcer through eXperience thl<t no one individunl. is responsible for 
the intensification of lnbor todoy, but rather the who1e capitalistic system 
which drives 1tse1f fcrvard at the '4Xponae of e1fe:eythi~ decent nnd llntural. 

!!:his eame sr.htlol ,ot lliopit'!li&lll airi4 teaoh8a through the tremendous 
aocie~hntion of lnbo~ thet no oh~ lll<>l'lcer Qlln tight for nn;vthing o~ono, lnlt , 
the bulk of workero must ficllt togethef. :But on ll belt ever;vone io so olmilnriy 
affected 'by tho elightest chnnge that renctions are nlcost stereotyped. Onca a 
re~.ction tcltco n strong hold ot tho bulk ot vorlcers most of th~ othors will Join 
in nny de~:~:md even before they realize what thG noise is all about, Tho iden . · 
seems to be if enough workers >rM.t it 011d are willing to yell tor 1t ci'<e· 
your support nod then find oat vlmt i t'.o all nbout. I hope· DIY il.lu,sh•r.tio>ls .. vi:ll!. :c·~;:\1! l!lclc:e th!:: clonror. 

!rhe shop where 1 >tork uounlly pl.,Ys wsic for the gtris · tthlie 
work. Sotletimes the recording mnohine will be shut off for n while or: the 1'11J~1<•• 
procrar:> will chAnge fron nuoic to sooething tlmt Just can 1 t be heard nbove 
rectory racket. Girls will bnng their 11fhta• (pliers) ogninst the bolt 

. ste.cp their feet ot.'ten to n de!ini te reythm and call in unison •we want 0!\ltO>q.,:·.· 
·If nothing is dons the girls may stop for tsn Dinutes and than tclte it ~~J~:·~·:, 

!!'he bnngini!; for cusic is uauail;y cnsunl. and cUd, but this is Just the b 

During the winter oonths the nir >ras stiflin;:; 
ocldsr fUllOS :o.nd fMU .were ~ept Cirr:llll!>ting int•rrni ttfmtly • llwi;Y 't:ir],s 
N"gue anong thec.aelvou about th!:a, ·aoca WAnting the fQD& on becnucfi .. of 
fum; a, and ethers iiantillg 1 t off· bec!l11se of the driU't, , l{ost of tho" 

, try io stey. ~nt of any !ll'guments. ~he cBI:Ia% of this """ . tho girlo ~o~:!:~~~:~ 
gather ruid shoutillg: "lte"ttant nir. We >~ant nl.r;• It's difficUlt to 
.the ecotions behind this. ophodo, Gir!s ohouted to ench .other !\bout the 
building just ,built wi tl1out ""Y nir 'conditioning !\lid dol:lllnd~d: '"llbat. do 

· thiclt we oro? !Into in n collar?" !1\UJY n ttorker has s~.id >then the worl: 
was speeded up or the dey drng;:ing on: "!rhoyl re out to kill us." Thio isn't , . 
fnnc;y. tnlk - the workers knot~ >rh.~t C~JliOS thei~ hendaches. and nervousness, ·One 

• cirl scl.d to 1'10: • "Ill? should I, wj>rr,f. nbout tho~r wires? They're Cllldll6 nore 
money out of these radios thr.n 1 an coking tlloo. d (Thoor;r of SW'plus vnluo I)' ;-. ' 

. . , Last woelt the work wns very hot t\lld perspirr.tion driJ?Pod cff soce , .. '. . 
girls' faces ilnd into the sets, ll.ternll;y, for there '"'" no tine for hand!ce1'Chieta;.' 
On Thursdey tho t:irl• be{!,an banging with their •nntsn lllld cnllii!G: llt!o wnnt , 
to eo hone, 11 eto., etc. It tt!IO started by n !et~, but the others >metod no ti~e; 
and it oontinuod internittently until lunch. T~s oort of thing disturbo nost or· 
the auporVisoro, l·tho try to convince everyone it won't help but •overhoat you," :· · 
When we roturnod tron lunch, airls >~ere nore insistellt t!itu> ever, Fivo eirls ·c~. 
1tnrt ofi five hundl•cd t!irls Bl!d moro once ths;y t\X's in the r!Ood. !rho itlportant. 
thiUG ia thnt the girls oust bo ready, !rhere nre tinea when no ono could cot ~· 
response, lnlt onoe the r,irls are 110rked up ;you ann' t hold then bncJt, lfoll, ito'·. 

.kept up nll afternoon M.d just >Than 1t wns becinninc to seen futile, tho wortl.,. 

. -·--·- '' .~. 
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:_-~_.:_: ·,·· 01111.· 111'0111\d that ,. wer~-_to set put at 2;4s_·_.: ,. wrealoo_qked to Ire c&reM ~t .·_. .::~~ 
: : . · our wlroa, !lhe laat _hour worlc had been collins ""'1111 Wldono, After, that;· J~Qvaver, ,·. -~~ 
2 .. \ OVOl'JrO:IO :felt triUI!IpliMt Md ~~~ ..... rJe SI-d 18111~ 0 • . ·· . f:~ 
~.. 1.:,~~~~ 
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!!!he nezt dq bancins otartecl ot\1'1)', In the m•1111t1me IIIBJIT g1rls had 
learned o:t a belt on anothor floc!' whore tlie g1rll had 1 topped vorkit>& in order 
to go home, end bepn to see ho>r to at:foct tho CO"!'aey, -Where preViously, the 
do¥ before, the ~ion ohop 1tevardahad token up tho fitht tor t~A glrlo, todaf 
tho:y saicl"lfot o. oho.uoel11 ~•7 r~alhed tllia_ oould become· o. daily ioauo, For 
~he >rorker the ohortor dBf meant roleae, tor tho shop otewo.rd, it mo1111t over- · 
stepping tho bounds, :ror one hot dq thoro CM be. "" eT..eopt!.J>n, but e.a " reason-
able del!llllld - "!lot a cliMoo 1• · · 

A taw ot the Den who have CO!llpl\l't>tively O!lder Jobs !lskod tho girls: 
"!11\Y go home? You'll only lon:t in this hent, You IOight ns t11>1l gat the t10ney." 
:But no girl took this l)larlougly - only !~..!.;:!r.ntl~. Or. '!hy:s~ sona of us huQ. 
quostionod whathor the ®I!'IJ'""Y 1t0ul<i PllJ' WI or not, but the gener~.l tone WM, 
"Who c!ll'os t>bout the r.onoy - w wunt to get out ot hore. n !l'ho worker lenrns 
bo wst toke tioo .,ben ho cnn get 1t, not lrhon ho can afford 1t, 
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{The lollonllg article Wi.ll o.ppeo.r a• o. supplolllDnt to tho 
i'ortlloomint; pemplllot by Phil !!omano on tile Amaricon worlror tod!ly,) 

:rna or~al.s of oonti>mporBry aooioty, tho oe,rbarism and 
chaos 'l'lhioh t;ovorn tile d!lily •Jnst.onco allil tmmediat.o p.>rep>ctlvea of man 
from ono ollil of tile earth t-o nnothor, h<>w proV'Okod in all lo,yors of 
socio+.y a probing into tile ultimata porspootivos of l!lumD.nl.ty. This 
problllf:, !mltingly bogun durillf: Ute years of tile deprossion, was mo:nont
o.rily auapended in t.ho holoCJo.uiS-t. ot WJ.B auourad World m&.r •. But lr, tho w~l< 
also tho myth of osalvntion through the liooaewlt.iBn l!l'aw Deal was ex
ploded and with it tho last barrior'to the moat rolontloas probings. 
T.ho dosp>ro.t.o efforts of t!te Wo.llo.ce-ttos an4 tile Stalinists to (>Orpctun.ta 
tho Rooso.vnltinn cyt.h, whl.lo oondor.nill(; U.a contemporary !ntorno.t~on:1l , 
oxproe,sion in tho llnraho.ll Plan, only mlro moro pathatio tho gulf l;.:,',.Itoan· 

·tho JlXlmorios of one dood ron Ql:ll\ tho pa-of'ol.llld yearnings at two billion 
, livin~ ,onoa. Today, in o.ll str<>to. of ooo.!o:ty, a aeo.roh io going on for 
,tho ,WO.)' too: <>reo.to If world, ana world, in wbioh mon can livo aa socic.l 
nnd.- uroo.tivo- incii.vidu~le, WhOre they UUi'L li:va ao o.ll-i'ourad t10n a.nd not. 
just "" avero.sQ .,;.n, out of this aoarah " now pbiloaol'),Yot life is 
bei~ created,· l!olthor th<> Christ.ie.n Rovolutioni:br too Protestant 

, Rovnlution, the only eomparfl.blo, milootonoa in the history oi' \lostern 
oivili•ation,, a~n.paro.llol in depth nnd scopa tho proooas of e~luo.tion 
·~:nd re-<>vnluntion· now gain~· on in tile ·o.ativity and, in, tho thoughts of can. 

·:.· 
_Thio :report :,;y Romnno, o. worlrsr, ot tho lito dt o. "OOrlrsr 

,l:n the United s tatoo ,tild~:,r. io o. i'undnmontal aontribut.ion to thia · , . 
ovo.luu.tian,ualh:o the writings of intolleatuo.le ~nd statesll!On0 it is . 
a eoaia.l docum.arit dcscr!.b!.n~ in ·~!!6noe tl\(t. real e;r;intef\Qe 'Of· t.ho -~~d~acfs 
at millions wl~ constitute tho baela·ot our society. the cultural lite 
O.Jld phi~osophy oi' e""ry ooci.~t.y hs! al,...ya been determined by ·tho lii'a 
of the working o,le.8s at its baso. But. o:xoept .in period• of revoluUon, 
the world ia wont to torset, this, 'l!othing ahowa more oloat:ly how .close 
the sooie.l revoldion is to the eurfaoe tban tile fe,ot tllet today, whel'Ov&r 
political and· industrial statelllilon meet to ,try to ra.solve tile o,risi~ at 
modorn. soeiaty.0'1lopl'oblsm .he.unts their minds -·how to develop the , 
:[lroduotivity ol'·the worl:ors, tn every country, wh"towr tho social 
denomination, the ability and willlngneao of tho workors to produce is 

, roge.rdod o.s tho foundation ot national and international poliay, 
It, aa we believe, thi~ is' a problom actually reaolvabla only by placing 
the control of· production into the banda e.nd heads ot the workera, it 
is also a probloa which con bs i'und81011nte.lly undorswod only by probing 
into what the workers o.ro doing' and thinking as thoy work at .their bonchoa 
and at thoir mo.chinoa, Aa tho working olaaa today is tho only clsaa which 
cnn r<>oonotruot aoc:Lety on now boginn!.ngo, 110 everything that it thinka 
and docs prcvidos tho koy :!'or o.ll thoao who oeok in tho modorn bllrbo.rim 
for" ur~tying principle by which to undorsto.nd·the po.at o.nd build the 
tutu.:o. 

Only by this maana, by undoratanding the aotucl conditions 
of lifo and tho e.ctuo.l atrivings of an actual working olo.ss at n aortal= 
ctt~zo of it.s dovolopmout, can the problems of klman!.ty as a whole bo 
unclurstood, ibe &ltornative ia to probe into tho problema of man in 
gonoral nnd tiloir intol'l>!Mblo auttorings. This ia what tho Exiatoritie.l •. 
lata hove. dono, But tha fruita of tholr ettorts, however effootiva in 
port:a)'ing the agony of man, oan ollll)' bs halt•truths and abetrGOtiona, 
2:1\oM ti!Okiq .NIPOre to t.hG ll!llda111 barbarism must turn their attont!.on 

>· 

: ,., 
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to ths lhin,; der;radatton oi: ·t.~o ir.dl'riduai ~ the oononte •tru"lo tor 
liboro.tlon 'Rill. oM to dnelopin,; tri thlt .,.,rlcing olac•·• 

• We ""liD ollr analyih ot tile Amertoan wo.•kl,ng olasa. not oniy 
booiiUee 1 t h the workin,; olaos which we knqw b~.~.l< b"t. i:tso .booaueo it 1~ .. 
tho JIIOSt powerflll, the IIIDSt adftnood,il\ OOOi&l pt'Cf\•t·:·(•·,•.·o ·powers in the . 
world, Ae llarz in the ninateontJt o"•wey mado D&•it.ioh onpito.liam tho .: 
foundation tor hi& ooonomio Bllal:yels ·ot oapitalhm, so todli.y tl;e Amoriaon' · 
working a laos providoe the tou!llation·for e.n an~lyeis of ·tllo .oaonolllio · 
transition tram capitalism to sooiali~·or tho concroto demonstration ot· 
tho n"". society developin,; within tile old, · 

'Zho ..... ~ ot t.no worl<uro in tho u..i~ed States i., tho new. 
sollli•akillod worla>rs. of IIIUs production• BotWeen 1921 and tho prooiont 
day, nnd especially attar tho 1929 dopraaolon and during the aooond world 
war, Amatl.oan l.nduatey undorwont an i.nduatrta.l rovoluUon whioh tor depth 
and oxtont, has "n ante.oadont. only in ~bo induat.t!.al .. de~loP..,nt-a oil th~ 
o.u-ly ninoteenth oalltury• .A• t.hoeo deftlop!A'>Ilts erv~ !.ri t!>o Chf.rtist 
movw.ent.; the 1848 ravolut!.oi:o in IJo"totn.lNi'opoj a.ad. tho C!.Vii Wa:r in the. 
United States, ao tho i11duotrit.l r.ovolat.l.on r.tto~ th~ tire~ varia Wtit 
hos boon propBJ'in; a worl1i.,..d4.o mo!.!'.l reTOlnt!.On. · 

Botwoon lBBP and 1919 oloo\rio power had boon utilizod 
rAnj.nll' to drivo the old t:mo ot ..aoh!.nea. Bo.twoen 192.15 and i929 now 
·type 1111\Chinoey ... ~. !.ntrodvood to oxploS.t· t.h!e:elootr!.o polllll:'o On tho 
basis of tb.h now·IIUlOhinory nnd.tho oo11tra.lbat.l.on ot ca.pl.tal rosult.tng tl'Ol:l 
tho 1929 doprosotone ·prOlluoticn ·vraa th9n ozpanded and .oollft9ntrated into 
enormous fao~ortes ..apoed&~iil •iza '""'"t '.Of .. the tcims ,at.-the .. ;tri>Z:ld• . 
1'hese fe.otorteo a'ttr!Lqted ·in~o the nnka .. ot.the worki~.olaas -- · 
.lr.dividua.ls from all :octiOne ··of·tre oount~ ~ trom. a multipli~i'*-Y ot 
former aocvpatlona. !!'&mora from tho .dust .. belt, .wbite oollar worl<!lrs; .. ;. ,: 
tru. student -youth· who·~ drumed ·ot· pro,toooloniJ'.aild~ tho. ·old .talko. who had! 
given up all hope's of e. usaf>.ll .eoolt>l ,existence •. Negroeo but lately tied 
to tho latifundia of tho South, """"'n Wh~oe ll.vas.bad 'l>oon oantined to 
husbands and children • all these W..ro: euolllld· into tho lllD.W of, tlll8 machine 
and had now:. to rooonol.le thoir ... ~noua 1110de ot. soaio.l oxistonoo. with 
t.ho new .reo.ll.t)l of ITOrk at t'lul 't.enoh~or. ~n the lino, 1'liooo who .. did riot., 
immodiatal:v enter :~he new4' <levelopecl produoti'fO apparatus .batwoon 19M 
and 1989 wo:to. 1Nftl.o1Antly torn ·troll tllllir t~l.t~onal,moortngs by tho 
doproadcn oo .tho.t at the b<lginn!n,; cit tbe war tboy,.\VGrO available fol' 
0. stampede into t.be ahlwari•• the lli:rcratt futo~ios and the radio 
ahops of tho . •arsenal-.of dfl!I\OO""'lf•" ·!lot oinoo tho. oxpropiBtl.!)n·or 
the. :f"OIO&tl fa....,ra by the OIIOlgBUJ'O of grazing lnnda IU\S· thoro boon a 
OOilparable uprootil16 ot popalatiooa and. the. entt;v ot now. workers into.· 
oapLtaliat prodvoticn. · . . . 

It these workers had but re9ont.!y boon O!Lrrying on thol.r 
aooial exUtenoe w!tbi'n t.bo.ocntlneo ·ct. fi!.JIIl,l;v,. 0huJ:Qh ~ villBg•• tboy 
W!lre now part ot an industrial. oomu.lll.~•'. It. they had. but recently ·oo.., 
o.otvally or in prespeot. fi'om oocup;.ticnc ·in \'rh!.oh. t.llo:r oont.rolled their . 
paoo ot "'>I'll: or lo.ok o1' u., tbo:r 11011' touad. tboir l!.vaa oomplotoll' dominUod 
by tho aohedulo of tho timo.alooll:. tbo l!l&OMno .nnd tluu•aaeably Uno. ll;y 
t11o vary natura at. tho MW saml. .. kl.llllll lo.'l>or• whioh .en tho om hand. 
noocul.btpd the r"pid lor.rnin«:of: akills aad. on the. othor, dogrildod tile 
'liormr. to· the monotoncuo \'OFetitton .. of.· qort~>l.n. operatiaita ... tho so workors · 
'1101'0 f\'0111· tbil very bogilllll.n; Ollll&llto ill a ao.ntl'adiotioD• .1'he:f. woro naithell' 
t.bo skilled milano· of i.llo old arllt.oonoy· of. lnbor ·nor· wen· :tho;v. tho. · 
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common laborara '111\oao only a .. et 'lllio tbolr brute airont~th. Their ok:l.ll 
wao not. ezpendable but. it """ DOt. a IlOilO JIG ly eo that. tlxiy ," it not the a kUla 1 
were Ol<pondable. The mon eaoh boOIW& ti~ t:sr • rt."iety of laboro, the 
mora, ho aa ~n ind11idua1, become replao~abl~. Out ot this ccnt~ndict.ion 
the CIO lw.d ezplodod in 1936-37. lt. represented the inotiriotive striving 
ot the American working ola8S to tear ltaelt looae trom tho oontrodiotlo11 
beotW&en ita do~rodatl.on into cletaJ.l.ed labor by the !lii1Chino and what. l!arx 
eigllt~ yean ~o called the necouity tor 0 vsrtation of labor, fluency ot 
function and un!.voraal mobility" clumnnded by the now industrial revolut.icn. 
Da<>pened and expandsd by tho wo.r, t.hh .contradiction boo"'"" during the 
wo.r years a OQncer elO'II'ly eating nway at. the vit.l>ls of .AIIIario!ln bourgeois. 
society. 

lf this oont.radict!.on pervaded the root.a :st tho industrial 
oo=nl.ty on the holllll trent., it. vma oven =re obarply present in tho army. 
l.tourl.aen million· moe a.r.d wWaan, irrvsp."'iet.ivo of thc!.r foft!!lr oocupo.tions:: 
found themeplvos aaai,nod to tunctiono not only' in o~at but in trans
port, ordinanoo, office und hospital. A 1'nrmboy was tl'!lncfoftl9d into a 
signal corps epoolall.st.; a clerk in a ohos store boDIIOlO a ""dio whoso 
function wns to _administer morphiii<J or pla- to 11 r;r<>up ot wounded men 
in aocordanoe with hio judgrusnt of tile natunt ot t.Mlr 1njurioo and tho 
possibility ot their recovery. All t.'tis 'OUB po.rt ot tho routine oxpor- . 
!.once of every enlisted =n• And equ&lly r•"t.ine but IliON drnmat!.o =• 

~ the er-~r.daM.lity uf. c.ny or.e o£ _ the!'1a 

For millions ot workora, tbei'$i'ore, the industrial NVOl• 
ut.ion of tho last tn decados h~s moant a ·combined am concontratod dov- · . 
elop:nont. of tho bl.story of modorn oapltt\lim. From. farm ,to tl8sombly line,.: 
tram tho home to the shop, tram the deal: to:tho IDBOhino, from tho.vl.llago 
to tho motropolio, tram 'l:oxo.a to. Pads, they llaw' ·oxporieilood within n 
tow obort years tho infinite vazoioty. ot .. tho modem world:<>long with tho. 
deadly mo110tony or. the labor proooss, the sooial .inoocurity and tho 
oircumsoribed opport.un!.t.les of capitalism. · 

--· ,. ' . 

l'ilw.t l!er". dooo~ibo<l ono hUlldrad ye~s 111;0 as tho essential . 
movement of bourgeois sao!.ot.y hao Coma ·to U to i'or sl:tty million' workers I 

"Constant. rovolut.i.onidng of 'production,' unintsrruptsd 
disturb'lllOB or o.ll social oonc!i t.ionu, everlt>ating uncertainty. and 
agit.e.tion distinguish t.hs bourgeois opocb from all ollrlio&' 9nos. All 
fixod, !ust-trozcn rolation~1with thoir train of ancient and vononble 
p:L"ejudioos and opinl.~ns, are swopt away• "ll IIOW•tomocl onos boooi'IS . , 
antiqulltad bafare thsy can ossify. All that to solid molts into air, 
o.U that is holy is. profanod and IIILil is: nt. l ... t oompollud to fuoo with 
sobor senses his real conditions ·of' lli'o and lld.s rolc.tiono with his kind.• 

Tho Amorloan worl<sr today ia facing "his 1'oal conditions of. 
lifo and his relations wit)l, his'· kl.ild," l.'ho post-r.ar stril<ss woro tho · 
first empirical: eruption of this oftluation. Following upon tho groat 
wn.vs of atril<sa, individual ""'rlDlra an! ,roupa of worl<sra; in t.hoir a.t.t.empt. 
to ozplain thol.r actions to t.h~maolvoa, hava boen carrYing on " restloas 
aoaroh within their cmn thoughts; in ocll'JI)raations at tho bonch and at 
tho bar, and wherovor thoy Dl!et and talk. l.'he auo!.eenmae with which 

·millions of workors havu hod t.holr livoa rovolutionl.aod by production 
ae;DJnst tho baoqround of oapitolist doprosaicne and W1l1'B 1 baa tl'o.nofot=a\11 . 
tho AmortaO.n worker tram 11n oaa;yogoing pnct.taal ompirt.cl.ot into a tho~t:
ful, quoottonl.ng, invoatlptbr ; into the raalitiao of tho aooioty around 
111m. Whothor ho r;oo• c:>r. atriko hi1113ol!' or only ronda ot ct.lle\'a ot.riking,. 
whet.hor ho wino or lgass hi• domnnds, t!ao SQIIII qusat.ion "-t• the worl<sr.-.· 

~-
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Welt.anooho.uung dnrins tile t,.anaitiou t~ tho. oom1'orto or tho O~d-rovcrl.ng · :•':'• 
fu.ilr to tho rigidity of natural law, the Amor!cnn workers o.ro t.odny tryi~g ·, .•. ::_-.3 .. :· 

t.o o~oato a conception of aocie.l hiato:>• out cf tho:tr she.ttorl.ng dio· 
. ill.'.lstonmen~ With tho promise of tho Amoricnn w:>y or life nnd tho nol7 
OoJ.copticn of produoti.VO· foroos Whioh thoy havo gainad by th•il' oxporioncoo 
in i ':'l.uu~·i..ry e.nd in tho a....'"ltl,Y• .•.. 

,1· • 

Nowhoro mbi'D -t~~n in 'the United Stntos do the 17orkers, in 
putt,. ng fornc.~.rd thoir olO:i!bs o.s worktn:J, o.l&o put forward. thoir clo.ims no 
human boings, For googrophiolll o.rid historiclll ro~>sono, bcood on tho nbsonoo 
of i'oud~l rcstriotiolilin tho Utaitod Stntoo, tho outlot of tho trontior. nnd 
tho. continuo.l roploniohmot).t ot tho labor i'otao- through"imi.\iii'ut.iun; tho 
oxpnnsion of tho country h!lll procood~d. 1lnintorruptcdly through tlw oxpnns!.on 
or tho,produotivo foroos lit IJ\Ollo •• lll<> Mturo.l richoa ot tho country h"vo bol>n· 
tnloln for gro.nt.ed, Tho soo!.lll wc~>ltll, prostigo ~>nd po·.:or ot thq ·country · 
is1 llnd blls boor. rocognl.•od to bo, iho rouul.t of industry, -"hioh robbod of 

·its cnpitt>list intogumont, is no 11101'0 th!ln hl!IIID.n p:'oductiv,o_ po"ors, In lln 
inpovor!shnd: ngricnlturlil region llko Southorn lto.ly, or on " =lla iolo.nli .. 
like Englr:nd \(nioh: =st mnintnl.n itii ol!lpiro bY Olllncuvo.rist alli.nnoos, -tho · 
intorvontion of God ·or tho politionl go!li)l5 of stllt~s:non my h"vo boon 
rogtordod "" tho docisi vo. i'o.ctor in tho nc.i'1'on's history; Tho Al:loriclln 
ur.ivorso,·howovor~ ia o. Oopornica.n un!wi-o·o,_ · W)tilo. tho nC.tion o.s. a. whole 
l110ks socic.l thinking, tho porvn.si'vo idoolot;Y ~t tho United StC:tos hns · . 
boon docino.tod )>y tho ooncopt thnt it 1 ~ through h\ltl!ln oncrgy o.nd foro sight 
tho.t. t.hs univorso ~>tound us ho.s !»>en crent<id, The result is the domlrio.tion 

· of the thinking ot tho worker& by the !.do" thnt work. hils or ahould h!lve " · . 
positive o.nd oroa.tiva 'VQ.luo. · · · · . 

· . It iii not tho· rig~ to voto 1$.ioh hnS ondo:>r.od tho Amorioo.n 
workers to tho Anierionn w11y of lito ·but the. 'opportunity .for indhiduu-1 
tJ·.,eo.om "nd mobl.lHy, 'l'bo domoc~C:tio droll" idtl.ph is tho id.oologicnl . 
f'o.b~::.c cf tho trnitoU st«ites~ has ,nOvo: boon.~~· droam ot Politionl dt'IP.OC.f:(lOy, 
rt hn& boon tho oonvi<>tlon,! nouriishod by'tho'no_~u<>l cipportl,\nitios .in tho . 
r.c-unt.:-y f'or o'\o"'C:O. a. hti.ndrod -yours,. tho.t ow:ry ~ti, tho conunon mn'f'!,. coul~ 
to"·" ills CllpoOitiOS in ll 'l'tt.ri6ty• Of ""YI'• ~o'odom h"S boon to· tho. ~rico.n 
wcrl:ore nn ooonomic rorco, · Till> bopo,· with owi-y yo"r 1osa ll:roq\lontly. · . 
roo ~~.izod but novor.tho.loe-s a.lwa.yS 'proaont, WllS tha.t o:vory i:o.n cou_ld · bo his 
0 ovm boss" 

1 
by whi.ch. lmS moli11t -110t thtit;ho could bOOO!IlO n boBS OV]lr others . 

but th~t ho could·:. in 1-J.s ·own little shop or t11rm, r-gulllto his o\m hoursj · 
put his own idoti. into opQrnti 0n. Ycstol:'dc.y, llll.llions ot,vtorkers nctuo.lly , 
bo!=LlmO thoir "onn boes1·1 in a. ta.vorn, ·l'ln 1co crt~orn. po.r~o~; a. go.solino .rita.tianJ ~ . 
" ro.d!.o shop, Today tho vorlolrs in tho ohOJ? torture .t~ciqaolvos ~th .tho , 
thought of tho itlpo•sibility of ovor osonping from tho t'o,.Ototy prioon, 
fo tho ontronohod big bou~gooislo, "troo on~or~ino" m011nt tho right to o~~ 
surplus lnlx>r tram tho workerS! to tho worlolra •troo ontorpriso" munt 
troodo1:1. from tim noooaalty to soll tho1r lllbor pm7or to tho bose and 
troodoc tram control by·" bosa ovor thoir produotivo hours, . . . 

. , Tho vorkers tod11y hllvo lost tilt) sonso ot ooonomio troodoOI ...,. 
look u~h thoir ttor!: ns " tom of bondage, Work ho.s booooo to thom juit. . 
0 l<>~r , just "put~ing in t.i~o.• It is to then no!. thor_ tho oxpro~sion of 
their o"n hu::w.nity, n noo.ns to tho dovolopoY>nt of hutll\nity ~~~ goncrol, 
nor n propllrnt!.on tor ovontunl froodot>.• It 1a only tor tho oooplley·; 

-------------------- -------··------------ --
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nnd will nlWD¥• he only fo~ tba"oo~~y.P rho coapnny is'intorseiod only 
in produotion nnd more production, iho ll'Drlatr, crcntod by tho dovalop:10nt 
ot tho productive i'orces, is intorostod !n y~oll~cins as n humnn boins. 
1"no wcrknr onjcys \70rk, On hie dn:,oo ott ~om tho o>uto nasor:~bly Uno, he .. 
is o.s likely ns not to opcmd hi• t.il1l<l tinkorins \71th his onr, Tb:Jroby, 
ho oxprossoo in his "troo" tilllO tho ohtu'uotoriet.io dhtif.gulahins tho h\II:IL\n 
spocios from tho nnionl opooioa, Bot eho dittoronco botwoon i'roo tioo nnd 
working tiDo is never absont. troo hla mind, either in retrospect or in 
prospect. 

It is this muoh ooro than tho unoqwol dietribution of wonlth 
in tho Unitod Stntos which has convinood tho Amorionn workoro of tho olnns 
ohnrnotor of dnpitolillll\, Tho tpplctilly. potty•bourgois ooncopt of "oqunlity, 
froodoo nnd Bontham" ho.s no roots in n country fThoro thoro is such ovornll 
plenty thnt thoro is littlo 1'0013 for onvy, Tho alionatod non-crontivo 
chnrnotor ot hl& produotivo ncttvUy keeps tho Aaoric~>n worker in n 
oonstnnt turaoil nnd quostioning ro&nrdins tho porapoctivos ot such o.ctiVity. 
rho oconotll.ot aoos unomploymont o.nd n lack ot P\IJ'Chnaing pO'CTOl' tor tho 
~orkors o.s tho basis of tho soeio.l criois o.nd thinks ho. co.n resolve tho 
question by tull ot~ploymont, ar>l ·higher or guarnntood nnnual 17llf:Os, It is 
o. typically bourgoole U.lusion. Tho 1lC)rkcro tollny nro,, as ono bou~gooia 
nnnlyot hne do scribed it, ps;vchnlogioo.lly unomployod,o Working or not .. "'··f:''"~''' 
working, tlloy Ol'o- ooftbi:.o.ntly h\.unt:od. by ·n· tooli~ ot tru~tro.t.iOri o.nd _a. tO~':. 
t.ho.t thoy aro doomod to rorw.in viotiln& oi'.tho _C.~tro.otl.on,!l.ncl ropuloion · . · ot onp!.tnl, 1 . . 

· Prooiaoly 11ooo.uso Aaorioan ot>pitn.ll.sm hos bo.>n tho .Mst.., 
rovolutiono.ry nnd progroasivo of &ll napitnliamo in'the.sonoe ol unlocking 
the 11\Y&torieo ot J?l'oduotion, t.hsrs is organio to .the Amarioan ""rksrs 
a convictloti tl>at an;,r social order to whi~h ·they give their. devation . 
must be rsvcluti:one.ry &lid_ progressive in the soma. SflllBBo. It ·is tho~eto~: 
precisely· tho p~oVious vi~or ot AlDOrtc&n cap!. t..lism which is today its 
greatest woakness in tho face .. of tlls ·"""'rican """'king olo.ss, ,_ , 

The Alienation ot tho' Worker. 

, . the llmorican wo!'ker today lP&koo in. practice tho distinot!.on 
. which l!arx made nearly a· h\\ndred· yonrs ago;>· in th~ory • the d;ot.inction ,. 

betwoen abotraot labor tor ~luo and concreto labor for noods. llnrx , 
denied thnt t.lls osaonp'e nr·vnluo· prOduction was ~he sor:.roh for ptofiti· · .. 
by the indiVidual cupitnlists. sO &pacifically donouncod·the bourgooie 
political. oconolllisto who couLd oeo tho ·law ot motion of oapitnlist 
ooono~ only in the grocid of ir>liVidlialo, lio.rx vius ooncornod with tho· 
activity ot tho workors, By VGluo produQticn, ho mennt tho produotion 

"which oxpandod itsolf through tho dosrndu.tlon nnd dohumnnizntion of tho · 
worker tc a fro.smont of o. lllln, Tho •••erioo· ot oo.pit.o.list productionwno 
thnt it """ n dynnmionll:,o dowlopins rolntion vhoroin 'tho dond labor in tho 
nuiohino, which hnd bean orontod by tho worko~a, opproesod o.nd · dosradocl toe 
o.bstraot lo.bor thO li vine works~: trhich it omployod. Abstro.ct labor is 
nlionntod lo.bor, lo.bor in nhioh "tho worker "dovulops no froo ph;•sioal o.nd · 

. spiritual onorgy but mort.ifios hio body o.nd rains hie opiri t. •• 

·, 

-· ....... . 
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Concrete 'labor tor aeede, on. tbe otlto!r l!Qad, h iwt 1110rol;y nor even eaa,in., 
t1a~.ly the labor lfhlcb proclncoa butter rather· tlwl pa but 1e tbe labor in 
wM ~h IDilll reolhee b.!.o baaic ·human' nioeda tor .eii:orcia!.n& his naturol eDd ...,.. 
ctU:iJ.•od pow era. · 

Marx described abatract·l&bor l~ hwoan terma vhiah penetrate to 
the very roata ot tbe payabological al1cl aocial reality of today. Alienated 
lcbor ,he said, "la external to tha WQrkar, doea not belo~-to~h1e 6saence. 
The1•c£ore, he dooa r.ot o.f!iZ'Ill h1e labor but negnteo hi~~~&elf, l!e does not 
feel cor.tcnted but d1omthf1e;l ~ •• ·• The vorker therefore feel~ himself to be 
himself. a~ fl'om lnbor'and in labor he feels relliOte from hiOiself. lie is at 
homo whan he does not· ""rk nnd'When be worl:o, he i£ not &t homo. His lc.bor 
is therefore not free"but eoereed forced labor. abor is therefore not tho 
sntiafnction Of B DOOa but ie only the MOIII'lB to entllfy tbe neede OUtside Of 
1• n ·:· - . .. . . . 

To reo.d ilhJD!Il!O 1 • deoeHption or the worker in modern industry h 
to reBlize "itb abi>ckin;: clarity bOW dJ!tJPlY the alienAtion of lo.bor pervades 
tho ver:v foundations of our society. All the preoccup~tion of the intellect~lo. 
v1 th their own soul a, the economic prosrp.ms for full elllployment and n higher 
standard of living fade into 1ns1gnitl.eRr;ee in the fnCo of tbe oppre11B1vo 

. :r•e~1 ty ·.it tho l1!et1.,., of eveey. worker, !rhat 1s tbe 'ii:lportnnco of li<>::IL'.no 1 s 
qpc·~ont. · 

. t;y of 
· 111 th equal sharpneao o.sd penetl!ntion, Knrx "eontro.otod the aativ!.-

the woi-kers in. the new aoe~o.t~. , . . , . ._ 

Soci&ist relo.ticns :of production, he sl)l.4, nre \bDse in. vhioh 
"labor beco,..;~ I!Ot mero~.y o. means to )ive·but"-b ttaeli' tbe first necessit;y 
of· liying;. the powara of production beve also inoreas·sd aild all· the ep>·~ 
of, cdoperative Yea.l tb lU'e gushing •mra freely together vitb the 'all-"l'·ound 
developmeilf of 'the inli1v1duiil. 11 • . .• 

. !:r-'t'fie powers or Pi-od.uCt~o~, Marx;'tnaant- the fuli~r d~Voloped pro
ductive powers u£"the ·r~d!v14ual '40rk•rs, freel;y nssoctatod with their fellow 
workers. Such U..ivora~ity in the workers Yal the only means tal' developing' 

,. unl.vorccllity in tbo rest of soaie~;y. The potentiality ot such un~ver~o11ty 
1s crented by cnpi tnUsm i tseli' and nowhere I!IOi'e· than 1n the Unit'sd. States. 
Tbe .American 'AOrker has 11 ttlo sense of tbe poll tical, hiRtory of tho country 
excopt in•ofe>r no i~ is embodied· in n tet< grant· ~es, but .the dnily ~·ri
a£ his consc1ouct ;yenrs give him o. ca~ceptton -of tho revolutions in· production 

·which constitu.te 1ndustriBl bistoey, · He ie therefol!e in ·oonetNit ·.revolt 
ogeinst th> nttel!lpts oi: bourgpois society t~ give• r .. myoticnl cbnl'c.l>ter to cap,. 
'itBl 1n the prooe<s of production by collf~nirig bim to eertnin do~niled opern- · 
tiona. Outside of hie .wrking hours, tho worker dl'ives n cnr, n new model · · 
every' fe>t ;yonro, n procoes whlc)l d.emnnda. froDI him confident. control over tbe 
mehine· Nid the "cpantiu>oous adjuiltment• t~· o.· variety· ot aigMls, :!lloctrionl 
n;ppl.ioncee, the press \dth its vnrioty or' oubject.s, ti'c" movies .,d television . 
surround him ·nnd stimulnto· his h\ulllin oppr,;cintior.s. 'be Amerionn wrkar, nnd 
partic,j.r.rly the youn~; >.oorki!r, is tbe !llOa~ mobile. in the world, lluri',g· the 
·course o'r n·yer..r, he l!ll';y Mfil the techni'cnl requirements of e. hBlf•do1en 

' ~ObS 1\8 'oo Wll!lders frOl'l .t'nctor:v to fn<itory oesking to eean'pe from tho fnetoey 
altog~ther. The potentl:!4-ity of· ouch prodUctive powors ~utcild 1nto1he rogi-

. men of their Utd ted O'!'Oroioe in the fl\Ctory 1a" oO\jl'CO Of canattmt frustrr.- . 
tion to the workers, inten•ifytng their hatred of their work and tbeir anxiety 
to find llllotbor 010de of expreoeing theil' _hucnnit;y. · 
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IThe SociDl Pro4uotiye Powerau· 

B~t io not only a ~wsation.ot the potential1tr o~ such productive 
powers in tbe trorlters end their ocnaequent subJective yearningo for univaraality." 
'rhe mo.:ms. of p.,.oduction tb.emoelvea h.'\V61 been developed to tho atngo whero ollly 
thi·oUGh the exorcise of such P.were by the workers can the m""hines themselves 
be emlJloyed. 

For over one hundred years the de,•elopment of the means of production 
hes been throut;h the tr3llat'aronco from the worker of all his skills, capac1t1eo 
ana seneitivities, Firat, by diviuion of labor end the perfection of the de
tailed gparationa of the workers under menufacture, thu technical basis for the 
!llllchine ttao created. ·Then the machine ito elf emerged as the embodiment of these 
detailed operations. The machine ~~d a strictly capitalist use, It was the b~ 
sis for cxtraoti~ more surplus lnbor from the wo!-kers Oy means of it.s grer~ter 
re,.uJ.o.rity, intenoity and uniformity. l!once, every technical dovalopraent of th& 
llll!chine '<13s at the same time an impoverishment of the nativity of the >ror!ters, 
Every incorporation of hu.mM potters into tha llle.Chine 'wno e. corresponding dehwn-' 
anization of the worker, · 

However. nt. a eert"ain 'stage o:r it! d'!velopocnt, -the me.eh!ne it:elf~ :. 
began to become so valuable, not oniy in term~ of tbe C"Pital invested in it · 
'b'J.t olso ~in terms .of the complexity of up~rntions which it embodied, ''that nctr 
quallt.ies were demanded from the >IOrkeu, At first', it wns prlmar11y,pl~s1ci\l ·, 
energy which wna demandeci !rem the wrkers, . Then with the technioal aevo.<oJ>-
ment of the innohine, the irroiular 'ener§ SUpplied by the workers beCI\IIIS ' 
fieient, and firat stenm po~er tllld then .. n ... rio power beolllllS the source. o:t 
ergy. With the su'listi tutiori of the eloctr1.c ~tor ill the lato ninoteonth 
tury, nnd the increased t>Obility, nne. flexib'ility o:r the machinery, tha 
requ,J.reoents irom the workers becnmo trnin1D6 and ,discipline. What wao d,;;·icicti'id~:c\';:ff;'~ 
i'ron the. >IOrkers was DClllual dexterity and control, conbine~ >lith col:lpleto sub-' 
ord!nntion .to the llliUlaf;&nent in the RSsi-nt o:f tll8ka. · his combination, .. e~>o,, 
phelliist.ically knoW!1 aa ef:f'1'eiency, jio.ve birth to e •. new pattern of thought known:' . 
as Tr..ylorist:l. Thet:lOC!lina was ·se_d.outomR.tic lind damcmded n oc~sldlled vork6r~ :·./·. 
n work"" capable of certain 1Wm&1 sld ll.o and cont.r'ol. but w1 th no intellec'tual: 
sldlls or overall conception of thG production p~ocess. All such skills end r&o 
sponoibUities b~co.me, the provinca of engineers tmd tochniciano. 

~!fh.a..:AvQrWintion of H"mM Rntltren.:. 

·Tolley, the knowledge, science, etc. of the !!leans Of production have .. ; . : · 
ranched a new stage •. With development .of electric power and electronics;· co,..· :'·· 
.pi¢ely ~.utomtic produetion .is possible nnd neeesel\1')'. The units ot production : '·:. 
cnn.now incorporate cocplete flex~b~lity, pott~r, preeia~on, fraed.o:1 ot oovenerit:_-.:: 
and ee.oe of control. llut what is requlred fron the. >IOrkers on such production . 
units .is equal flexibility, preoiRion, freedo.n. o:r DOvenent and eaee of oontro11 
)rhe trorlters nust thenaclves becor>3 oonplete ::>asters of the productive powers 
developed in the instrunents .of production. The univorslllity >r!lich is eobodied . 
in the llachinas ll'~st also be developed in then. llhat io roquirod in e!\ch WOf!:or 
is not only canuaJ. but .technical knowledge. liven noro inportnnt, the objecti-' · 
fiontion of all-around hunan activities in the ·caohine denAnda tho creation of ; · 
a col:lparable hutliiD sensiti-vity. ·'<he oer.ll.-oki.llad worker io. not surnciant, ·nor·'-·''"'""' 
is the specialhed technician •. As tile obJective world nore ~.nd uore incq,.Porntes 
the subJectivo sensitivities of Dlln, nan hinselt nust incrensingly asoir.ll.·lt\te .~. 
the acuteness in perception which Clu\J:'IICt,erhes thci .oper_ntions of the objective 

·world. - r\ .. 
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k·: ., · · · ·' · "Whhin tho capitalia~. oy8teli··;.u:·~etbodidor ~ai.~i,;g the ~ocl:il.l "pr.,.. · · ·•5:i b' · duotiv e noaa· ot labc:' are broueht. &bou\ ·at. t!'O 'cpet of tho individual labor~lii · • ·.:(h 
f.' ·. al~ me!lllo tor tho ·development of .pro•luctioli ; , • eetrange from him the intellee- . · \~ 
•• · tu!ll ;.otenUallthD ot tluo labo~·proee"" ln. t~ oamo :prc.portlon, as actonoo 1s . ;· :11 
;::_ · !rwo!"pora.tod in 1t e..e an indepondeet powot"," et not theory but l1!'e ahowa. ua ·};:~ 
~,. :l:.h."l.t n.t n. cqrtO:in ottlge; the 1nc.ioeo.sed trrutsf.eronce .ot hu.mnn seiPnco, clci11s · · y:· 

:.""lol 'IH:lnci tiv!ties to tho %1\.'l.C!U:ne demca.ndc a co:rrospon~I'€ intecrntion of' the BlUl'le · · ~~ 
, l·~ionce. · 'okHls Md seno1t1v1tieo in the workers eniployiilg tho mneh1ne, Thi• is .',, 

tho Jlirl••etiual process so snaerod at by tho intelloottiala.· Without n dinlecti-
'· cc.l trc:nsformation in whieh the workllr 1s enriched in' humn capnc~tieo in the · :~: 

srnne proportion aa tho me:'.llo oi' production, the prod!lt;~ilte forces inherent 1n 
1..· tho me~n ot production thomsolves Cp.nnot be unleri.sha4.. · 

.'Tiih diAloctllml tran•!orl!ll>.tion 1c tho · •• ·~entic~ content of the n)l-' 
propr1A.t1on )y the wrkero o£. the menns of production. Th1.s is tho ne\·r :produc ... 
t1on rei<'.tiori whioh tho oooial revolution mot introduce - n production rolc.t.ion 
in which the pruduct.1v~ torees inho:rerit in both mo.chin·eJl.. n:l).d men ·are urtl-eO.sh,~d, 
This production relnt!on iG therefore nlao n now humnn rel~tion of man to nntura 
and. of nc.t\U"e to man. · 

The 'I!Orkere !n the shay ttbo 11a11der about the. plan~, hungrily e•·•l.ng 
different u~ehinee an~· different ope~ations, are seek!~ to make tlns epprapri• 
at ion and. create thio nett human Mel natural ~el'ltiOn. · S!heir abaorotio" in ·ao,.. 

· Ulo.r.science magadnes, startling science sto(i_es, muse:um• of induatry mid';.,.~,· 
1s also p:u-t of this deolre for; ro-11\tegro.tion_. _. !f'o the in~elleotuat,- ril!l]l<i in 
hie contempt for the labor p~ocess; ' . .Marx's · GOc11il prol!l'am for tho hum.'!ll nppro-· 

'priation of the soi:i1!l pro!luet1ve po\tere ·t><cy· qeem abstract, But to the uorkor. 
who ingeniouely.devl.sli!s nelr tools and ·l·o'·i~l:Y. creates hi·s n governmdnt j~b",: al
thoUgh he WoUld chee:r!u11y break up . the machine >tliieh do111inates hlm, ·therE tii>Uld 

.be 110 ,dii'ficul~y in· wderste.nding that t~ ne>t relatione of :rroduction·mct,,b~
based upon· ~he tree c!.e'!~lopl!lent , intellectual' hp.d social of the ind,l viduW., • .. 

. ·• - . . . . . 

. There may be. vulgar mt'arialbt. "~~. ·c~n,gaption ot eomplatn.v. autO:. 
· mutic prbdueticin providoa only !.or robot operators. 'hey. betra,y tho tYpicai · · . 

·. ·eonpir1ci•m arid ne.lve realhm c:t: those who have only cont.o;pllitad tro 'trorld und 
n.v>r. rewli:od. thnt the w"Otld da .. olo:ps \lu•ough the praetfcul activity 'of man. : 
Let thom poridar over the ~escrlpt:!.on ·or th~ actual deaign of •m.:chinea wi thottt 
m.unll ci.e·:ftope~ by b~urceois ang1nea:rs·.• · · · 

\fe lllllj,t bogin l>~ re•.t"firming tm ·taet tlU\t tlio social and hi'iltor1cnl· 
ei:cenoe of the machiM,. stripped of i'ta capitalist employment, ip that it e,;.,. 
bodl•s hwn.'Ul activities. This '50C1al eooencc. has b""n loct sight· of in bo~go-. 
·o~s nociet~ which in its l~repreosible'need to expand surplus vu1uo by develoP-
1~.e oJVe1• ID·lre po,·terful mn.;:hines to exploit thu ~;orkers, hil.ve incroP.singly d&-." · 
signod the maohiae in ter~• of. end product rnthor th£11l of operation. 

' . 
. , Automat! I' prod•lction requiroa t)v, t the machines be doai·gned in tor..S 

of oporetion r"thor than of' the and- pro&uct. Tho llll\l·machins is ~Dt>do .up of liiiUlY 
small units plug&ed togeth•r. Each uni.t ic r.apllblo of :r>erfoming ono function·,·· 
and cevornl plug,;;ed together will be capable of doing nll.' tho oporati•>no re- · . 
quiro<'. to b\\Hd v. t:l ven part, A srent ·nuC~ber ot W>1 ta linked electricill.ly Md 
by OO~vny.->J.•c will prc-duoe Nld P.SOBI\lble r. comp18te pro:~uct. The eo.Jnpl~tc mn.c!~i:te 
Yill b-1 l>~,·hly Rdnptv.ble Md cnn. ·bo renr'rnnged o.t llZIY time to build o. coniplctaly · 
diffqrur.t ~r~nuct, 

,.,._,. 
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.. 

i 
'·' I 

!:·" 
i';·: 
,.:'·:.• 
,. 

' 
,. 

' ' :· 
2. 
:r.:-. 
;~ .. 
~·-~-~-
I"· ,, ,, 
I . ~ 
,·~>' 

(" 
r. .. '. 

~-:·· 

f:· ,: 
t ' 
' 
' : ' 
1: .. . 
~-

' 
.. 
' ~-' 
PF 

l~' 
( .. 
( 
.. 
;'· 

i 
'· 

1) !l'o £iva azul rec.;love intcrmatloil. 
2) !l'o control tbroilgh collation . 
J) !l'o operate"on material! 

.Ul thsse can be pertorJOo4 auto!DBtiCally. The giving and receiving 
of intormation can bo done through eleotronio detection devices such na tho 
photoelectric cell; the carrying ot information by devices such as tho electric 
circuit: the recording of thio 1ntorllll\t1on by devices ouch as the dictnphone 
and film and the calculating of aucll intormtion by devicea ouch ne tho new 
electronic-tube counter. 

!!'he collation and control device is n chassis of electronic tuboe 
alld circuits that accepts in:formntillll fed into it by infol•mation units !!lld in 
turn feeda controlled pov&r to tha operation units in nccordnnco with thio 
infor~tion, Ths ftC~ual operntio~ on mnterials - transport, fabrication and 
holdi!'..g - c:= tall b;;: done ~Y ia.mlllar iw.toioo.tic mo.chinery. 

Natureoo n.11Sooilll Object" 

.. When "'nrx tW>.lysod the instruments of production ns caoanticlly 
11 aooir~ objectS'•. hs was ant1cipnt1ng Just ouch nutomatic machinery. A aoci.U · 
object conttiins. tha totality of hwll."lll ncitivitios as perfected by_ ~ho previous .·. 
i:id.u;;trial history ot ·mn.a. D'iity ycnrs. ngo, even tttentY years ago, it· might- .... · ... c<·.·c;·cC'£l 
hnve boon possible not to u:>derstnnd whnt IIIU'x h.'d i.n mind. But . the nottii\1 
inclusion of hwnan sensi ti vi tics in the. ®tomatic _machine baing. designed tocley · 
drClllll:\tica.U)' rever.Ustll& oscentinlly hwlwl nature of industry. , .... ' 

A so_cil.ll ·object-- re~uhes for its control .;en who embod¥ this llu . ."::: 
· m:m nnture in themselvon." i •. e., sociD.l .m."l!l. t'fithout this So'cin.l man·, tr..e· · · 
.· ~iol object h.~s AO. sense. • just ~• for tha unlll\lsicnl eiu• tie mo_st • · ..•. ,.,..,,.v, 

music .:nokes no sense, II. !!'he COmpletely automatiC production unit io., "''''''"~"-"c~=•·:,'''o.'P;: 
. .. in tha sense thto.t. ~t req)li.res_ the IIIOst c<icpiete continuity of oper!t~· ;~j~~~~~j;i!:W~~ this continul. ty >J~t . ~· required. io complete overall pl.-onning, and 

If. ll.t nay etngo in the p1•ocoss, there io a loss of Ume; then ·the 
is· interrupted.· Eo.ch ii'.r.n •. 'tharerore, in· control -or en1' pn.l'tiCulSr st·~a 
,process mnot be P.I<!U'e Of. th; 0 roln.tion of hi a role in production to tJit..t 
ery other man. !l'hnt.is the eosence of plnnning •. Not coordination from 
of·piecee. of·ateel, or 1nBJliJIID.te C~eea men. Planning ns contrOl !roc . , 
ia an economic necessity bo.sed upon 'the encri:IOllO scope roJld 'V'al'iet:r of aoP,ern · .. , 
industry •. !l'he bourgeoioie cannot e.ven couc8tve of planning in thi's B.c.iise;· ... iGt· 
alone introduc·e it, becnuee 1t!:i oentnl horizon is fetterad .by the .clSsG con-·:··-~ 
oeption of \'TOrkers C'.s cogs in n cn,e,'line,; n. cOnception ns outmoded in tho mdern: · 
world as the node of production out of >Jhich it developed. 

Moreover, only arising !ro1:1 thn exercise of th!iir honnn cnpBoitios. 
can ther_e axist in the >JOrkers ~he willing cooperation nnd self-discipline with'O . 
out which the ecoploy>'ent. of the completely autollll'.tic unit is i""'oosible. !fitho. 
whr.t has been called by Polllk:ov, •·: n power production en~rieer: r. "disoi_plin• ' 
of mind complying w1 th the· lnws of nnture, 11 lifo, limb, product, plant nnd · 
haps thn whole neighborhood ere in aerious Jeopnrey. ~he OXlUllple of M ~.:rp_l,E,n';; 
cre'ft can e:!ve a.n 1nd1cn.t1on in microcosm of what is neCessnry on P.. 

!!'he bour(!aoisis during the wnr hnd to train or.ch member of an air ,;;f:i~~fa;~····-~·~~ 
tiplioi ty or operntions nnd r:i lrnowle·1ge of the sciencils embodied ill-. 
!!'he nnvi(!ntor hod to bs able to fly tho pllUle, h.~d to know aoroething 
radio oparo.tion, perl-.aps not .r.B !:!xpet"tly nc the pilot or the radio oporntoZ:~ ~··, 
bl\t well enongh to tnk~ over in cr.ao of e1:1ergoncy, Equnlly i~ortant 1·1era the.,· 

.. • · ·!l'ho Power Age by Walter N. Polol:ov, Covici~li'riedo Publishors, 
aorn In St. Poteraburg; Russin 1979, M,E. Univ. of Dresdon lD-2, 
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!.n<ll.v!.dlooil ,.;,,.b,tro·oif t:lia--''-. ·-· oill:r to now :.e ~~:~::~~:;-
but to other, )Iuman ""tun or deci.live fin• the 
ing of the mecbSDl.am~. 'lfhat. 1a true for tile plane iaolatod· in' til& air .. :1.~· 
mo~& true of automatic prodUction on a ccmuWdt:y aorile; ·.Unloae tba workora M 
iDdividutlle and aa a aociril uil!.t ue completely. eogn!.ant or the la11s ot ""'" 
ture aa thsy ll:I'PlY to production, 11nlaos tbe;v nre ua!.ng nll their humn soneen, 
llnless they hnve approprle.ted the caps.ci t!.•s or the """'hinas. utile sa thoy hnvo 
n human aociol relntion to ~u~ AnOther, the me~hnn!.sm iR not only unelcss to 
them but " <~nn&er to the whole of society. · 

It is this economic need tor universality on thep"~t of the workers 
>rhich makes it so difficult tor the cnpitall.ota todley- to introdloce completely.· 
automatic mchinery. The semi-skilled wrker of. todny is n workel' within the 
transition process trom·semi-~tomntic mochino production to completely auto
mntic power Production. His contrf'.dictions r.nd frustrr.t1ona n.re thC'I cout_rr...
dir.tions and fruotrnt:l.ona ot a clrtoo ao4tety which cMnot complete tho l'ovolu
tionizing of thiinatrumonts ot production. The bo~Gooiaio uoos tho mont ~d
v~>.nced toe!Uiiqu•s, the completely cutoilll\tio proces~ ''' to prOpllgMd1za the tmrker 
~ te t~e ~dv~t~c of c~p!tali;~.- in ndvarti&emijnts, gn~eta, ~WtJ1s ~i con
oump~ion, but it "".nnot uee them in produot!.on beeQIU<s tlr. t would require n com
leta doatruction of the olnss rel~tiona of bourgeois society, 

Tho econoaic necesal.ty for n., produ.otion relnti•'DB tor fully nuto
mat1c production is recognized even by bourg_eo1s conaultr.ntal . Lo.:.ver ".nd llro)111 
in the r.rticle which we hnv~ cited, >rrita: 

"The vholo trend o! present nutomntlo oontrols and devices_ applied . 
to present p•oduction mchl.nn :l.s to degrnde the t/Orkor into .M unaldllod_ Md 
trr.delen noJ>oent1 tly. The development of 'completely nutomnti~ produetion .· 

'lineo wciuld reverao this by deMnding n skilled !orca of tocbn!.cians nnd ~porn-
tors. The nston1eh1ng1:r rnp1d.dsveloposnt ot nov sk!.l.lb:Md occup!\t!.ona· Under· 
the preeauree· of trnr eho"" that nen 1\l'O up to it. • . . . · '. · · 

»van ooro dr~tically, PolAkov wr~te n dooen yenra ngo: 

: · .. · "1ftth the r.dvont of the Power Age, tile. tendency to11r.rd ape¢inl1:ied .··. 
Jl¥'n <md univer&•l1•ad QllObine is, grndually chrillg1ng .to>tnrd speei:tl cill,!;lo-<plU'o ·. 
pooe mao~.!. nee •.n<l :tll-tl:ound. 'univarc:>J.he~' 1:10chanioa.• · · 

• ... 'Whnt tho Pow4r Age, requ!.X'~e of workers is 'Bo.,.thing ...i t."gether 
different fro111 the qualificntiono of the l!nchino Age of the pre-l!ltl.chillll ern · ' 
workers. n · · ' -

. . I . . ~ 

.. "Th8' Po\'r&r Ago Worker s nel't requirooents - ~~ tnentl!l t".lcrtneas·: 
gonornl intelligence, 'polytechnic lit~rnry 1 ond loyal depcn~~oility- nre cOk 
11l,!; him lees nnd less n 'bqnat of burden', n r.<~r• 1Mo!\J.ne hnnd1 , nnd 1:1ore Md · 
,;,.re nn intoll!.genl: .lni.lliJil .being, nn nll-nround uducBted roan, definine; 1 eduont~d =' na 1 those who can do eve1ything t!nt otm~a do. r (l!e£!el) • . · :· · 

. ••(cont.) •gro.dw!.te tr".1n1ng in p'ycip>oog nnd industrial hygier>e Bt Univ. of 
. Moscow, Ser-.ed in v".rious capMitieo M ~>.cor,aultnnt ongiitoer. In 1929 -1931 
~s.n mnnngecent consultant for tho Suprece ~coriootc Counoil of tho U,S.$,R, 
Conault".nt engineer for TVA, 1933, < Who 1 s lfuo 1n Marien listc hiu r.s !'reside;,~ 
of W:Ute•· 11. l'Qlllkov, Inc,. Intluotrinl Consultnnts. 
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.· ... llu.t !.t ~"" Mo.rz ¥11:> eJgh~f rer.ra ngi, in iln;eitlll pooed tho problot'l 
nost dr,..,~ic ohilrpnosal · · . with tho 

.. 

. "~odorn Industry, through ita o&t38tropheo, imposes tho noceaa!.ty 
of reeogn!.zing as a fundamental law of production, veriat!.on ot ~crk, ccnoo
qucntl;y fltnens of the laborer for variod \IOl'k, ccnoe~uently the 8l'entest ;"'s
siblo de·1elopmant of' his varied aptitudes, It bec.c"'"a r. question of' life em\ 
death for society to adep; tbe mode of productton to tli norm&]. functioning of 
this law. l.fodern Intluetry, !.n<l.eed, OO!Ilpela society, under peno.lty of' death, 
to roplo.co ths dotal.l-\lo~lcer of todey, erippl~d 'by life-long ,operation o:f one 
and the sa,me trivial operatio11, and thus reduced to a frJ~gmsnt of' a llll'.n, by 
tr~ fully developed individual, fit for a variety of' lnbcra, roady to !nee 
any chnnge of production, r.nd to wl:om tlie ·different social functions he performs, 
are but so JDA.n3' nx~des ot g1'9'1ng '!ro1Ei scope to hi a own free and noqu1red :Pokers. n 

Moder~ Ind_ustcy,. eonte:~ora.-y ir.dusti'y, h{,s pi-~ved tho scientific 
cbax·ncter O! Mo.rx B prognou1s, It VliB DO nbstrnct philosophy ~ego.rding the 
universality of mon·nor e,ympnthy tor tho degraded detBl.l wo.rkers >rhich OMbled 
lwll: to write with such ·penetrntion and foresight, llecnuse .he recogni:od thilt 
the essence of' tho mnchine 'lm8 not 1 to ~lilployment ot "'echilniccl powrs. 'but . 
rnthor ita human l111Utre, not whnt u· produced but how it produced, ·he >me nble. 
to nnticipnte tb.'\t in time all hW~W~·seneHhj,tios 'IIOuld be eml>odind' in mnch
inery P.nd t!int tli1oi, tho l::u>:o4 nnture of industry, WOUld be menn1ngleso to. man 
unlai& thail• l»lmNl oapEtci:tiea ~re: d.avo"lopec1 co:-rsapond::1ngly. As he '1rote·1ft 
1844: . 

"" "Oil the ~ne bo.rul, .. t_heretore, i_M.St!Uch as everyWhere · f'or .-mr.n in. sO~ 
ioty, obJect_i'Ve actUality becomes the netua11t)' of lluman essential c""ncities,. :; : 
humnn notuality I)Jid tl!us the r.ctUal~ty of his c•m. essential. ·cnpP.citioo', all . · '.·:· 
obJects llecooe for him ths objaeUfi~ntion.of himself: obJects dfimiM nnd.: .• · ·• 
realizing bla 1iul.ividulllity, ·bl:s. objects, ho h1t1uolf 'becor.>es object.,, !lot onl)'. 
in. thought but >rith all his .·senseo, mion is. thlls ntf1r.,ed in the objcct!\"c world;·.· 

_. '- . ' ·. . . . /,; : 
•ao'n .. th9 ·othf)r.l'MI!• ,f'ron. the a\(DJeCtive point cf v1etr, just M".. . 

ll1l objoet hns sense for. me only l.nooflll' as "'7. Qscelltl.al cnpnoity is ou'bJect1ve. 
· capacl.ty for ·1tsel!, bocni\Se the sense of on object for me· .. goes ;just'"" fnr. 
as rcy sensitivity goes, in tho sams >ley f~r tho. UDl!IUsicnl· er.r, the cost benu- · 
ti:f'ul music. mekes, no sense., 1e not nn obJect bodause ey obJect can only be 
the ansortion of ey own eaaential capao~ty~•"'{ . · , ' · "' 

'tor tho 
w1te: 

Then, in order to show what tho ecnncipatioai of lnbor'.would .coan 
emancipnUon of all hucr.n ~clr.tions ".nd oll hw:!ani ty, Mnrx went on to . 

·· ·"Tho wealth of' subjective huJ:INl Cttpi\City develop.s for ,the firet 
tice through the obJedtively unrolded we"lth of' ll1llle.u lll1turo,.. For not only· 
the five eenses l>ut also the so~cnlled spirHUDJ. sense, the practical aonoes . • ' 
(volition, love, ete,) in~ word, nucnn senoitivity, the hutlnnity of the sense•, 
will be DChioved for the t1'r.11t t11:10 b;v carina of the ozistenco of their· object, 
by meMs of hw:!anized lll1ture ... Thus the objectification of huJ:1il.n essence, both .. •, 

·theoretically nnd prnctioolly, is n function'of meking thv oonsitivity of man 
humn nnd of cr•nting for tho whole \l<lol th of hw:!an nnd. n~tural eosonce n co"" . · 
porc.ble h'=n oonsithity,"(ib~.d) · . . • · ;; 

This is ono of the deepest "aspects of Harz's concept of histodo.ii 
cc.torialiam which has be on ®ncretoly disclosed by tho devoloptlent o:f codel:'n, . 
society with all its wealth in productive cnchinQry nnd ita poverty in social 
relations. The clnss rolntions of bourgeois ~oduotion, by being n totter 

••Private Prcpert;v Gild OoDCIID1aD11 , fron the Econonio-Philooophioal "'<lDUilDr'>p••··o>: 
. Marx,. pp. git. 
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' 7~~7~-'f_l. :~.,·~- ,.~--~~ .. ·-·.~:'!:·~·.:·~:.'~:~·~.~~::~~-r?;:;o;::r~r:r~~~; ·;1_·. 7"7:\·::\?~;~~-~~~:~~_;~:?Z:!.'-~?;?~ 
. . •· . .. ..~ 

.. ,.... ...... , .. ,...... ··~~- ...... 

~lz.. 
upo11 .~he produotiy' powers of the 'IIOI'Icerl, aro &lao a tetter upo11 the develop,. 
ment of the ""'an• of production, !l')le ;ye&rnillC and capaci t;y cf the mao sea tor 
universlll.it;y ia o11l;y tha concr~te proof that tho emanoipat1on of a·cioiet;y rests 
with them.. , 

nundcr Po~Jty qr Denthn 

Marx did iJ,ot write ltghtl;v of tho penalty of denth whi oh fo.coa 
""darn soclet;y, Tho problem of revolutlolliiilll: bhe soclnl rolnt1ons to conform 
to tho developmon~. of tho productlvo. f;;rcea .fs ·ao cri~lcnl·fo~ cnpitnllot eoc
let;y, nnd porticulnrl;y for Am•>:lcnn oo.pitnlht sooiot;y, ·thnt tbe bourgeoiate 
hne be on fo:"ced to tnke cognbonce of 1t !.n till orge.nized ·rnehion. !!'he nub of 
A;norlc!lll tcientiflc research ls not, ns the S11£>orficlal: ·.observer might think,. o.t 
tho observntorlea of Princeton ond Pasadena, It ls nt the vnrious schools of 
llusiness Administrntion, porticul8l'ly in the !nstern universitiea, "~.ero studioo 
1n scionU!ic monsgemont hnve boe-> jl(lllll: on since the ond of the tirot trorl<! wnr, 
At Harvord, for o~le, und~r ~he direction qt ProteaoorElton"Ma;vo, the intal+~ 
actulll. servants of tho bour;:eoloie hnvo M.vhed it tllllt •oeonomlc "logie• ond 
11 technlcnl invention• go .hlllld in h(ind with ·nn incre""illl: liocinl dloin~agrr.t1on,• · 
The problem of bourgoois society ie not onl;v the production of mora no.ch1nes, 
full enplo;ymont, nor ~.II inCrpi'DOd MBB Of profits, It is, lUI the bourgeohie 
rucognbeo vith ~;renter urg~ncy ever;y da;y, how to ksop bo11r;:eoio sociot;y fron 
fnlling to piec•~. altog~tller, So hostil~. 1~ the "'!"rking' cl"'"s to· oxisUr.g 
aocinl rult".t.ivn~ that it' en~r1cc o:; r.on 1ne~esrint reVf)lt .. ln'the lnbor pro·r:esR ' 
ltsalf not oniy.alinlnst Bf'.Y. o.tteilpt»" to increase lta·pro&.~Qtivit;y but oiao Md 
essontinll;;. n<:tdnst .fillY nttonpf to 'Ml.ntuin produi:thlt;y 11t nll, AR e~l;y as 
1919, Herbert !loovor, ·road of the EU..openn llellf Comiaiol>n~ repcorted thnt whn~· ·,: · 
1lt\8 h.>ldilll: up tho reooni.t!.Uotion of Europe·ws 0de,.;rnlizod productlv1ty, 11 To- · 
dey, tho deoorlllized pr6d\lctlv1 t;y 1o ·ao· d~0?-8;oiilg, so pervnsive, . t!int >rlth?ut · •. 
the destruction of olaoc production relations ond the dovelop,.n1> of· univi!rilnlit;r 
in the workers,, whet society fnces·ie. the connnn ruin of .the contend1ng·clnoaea, .. . . ' . . .. ' . . ' ~ . . 

. · noYO• .e .1".ffBo:o.rch·en: c~~ied 'ori_in t'h~:fB.Ctl'>riea·, ~4ve led. hln to 
.the conclusion thnt. the wrke:rs fUnction as a (!rOup nnd nnt ns• ind1v1~.unla, Ho 
.w:oit8s: · · · '- · • · · : · - · . .. -· .- . /. 

" . . •tn over;, dep!U'tmont tt~".t continues: to opernta; the· vorlo:erri 1\m"e .. 
-whether wnre of it or. not.- :t:orcod thecselves into" "gr~>'{l·>lith npprq:Prlate 
custoos, duties, routiuoi,. evan r1 tunlsi arid nn:>ll6etlent. liucceedc (or fl\l.lo) in 

. proportion ns it h accepted vi tliout 'rooorvnuo·n il:/ tho ;:roup ""· L\Uthor1 ty" 'Bnd. 
lead.or. n · ·- · -

The· bo·ur.:egibie i<i"il:eeply" ·d1sturbod"' o.t the atti tudoo· <if this . 
vorkinc" Gl'Oup. Nor is· their concern ~nl;y wlth the workers' host!lit;y to the 
foran~~:n, supcrvicor o:r'l:ie;,_ea, AccordiZlG ·t·o· !t~tf1 the work:ern ~overU their
o.etivlty in the shop b7 n sooinl .. code li~J.ch includes four n*iocar 

•You ahoUld· not turn out too DUch l<nrlc; - if ;vou do,;iou nre 11 

1ro.te-buotor. 1 ·- · • • 

•You shoUl~. not turn out too littlo work: if you do, you nre a 
cbisele:~:. 

lltou chould not oey LmYlhiti[;. to· o. eupol'Vlcor ~hiCh ,.,oult\ ree.ot 
to tho dotrinent of one oi youc !>B'o:> o1uteo, • ·· 
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•You should uot b~- too oftiqious·; tb.ro.t is. U' you nra cn_inspect-, 
or, you should not act J.ike one. 0 . ' . These four don1 ts 11 nre the expression of the worl<:orc cl.ienntl.on 
frol:l :my socinl purposo beyond thOse of the prot~ctl.on of his >IOrldn.:; (;'rOup, 

. Tl:cy o)'l:lbol1ze the disintocrntion of the ol:t oocinl t1ee ot bourgeois eociety, 
n dizir.teerntion coing en opnc& nt its very core. Tha workers crente n new 
cocinl tie, their cll\B& solidnrity, :But precieely becnuse ·the clllSc does not 
find within the .:;ivan, i,s., cnpitolist aociety, any expreasion of socin1 needo, 
precisely becnuse it inatinctival:y renlizes thnt the exinUnt; noeinl needp .f\l"e 
the clo.so needa of l'.A alien clnss, this new oocinl tie is eXpreosed in tl nes
tltive l.UllUler. cr·e,...tive only in devisinG cenns to oppose the Given eociat~•. 

J.!~ gooc on to say: 

"Inqistence \ll)On n cerely aco'nooic loGic of production - CaPec!r.lly 
if t!lc lO(liC is frequently cht~J>Ged- interferes >dth t!le develOptlOnt Of,,,n CO~B 
(ot huoo.i1 collabornt1on) nnd consequently .::iv~s rise in the Group to :i ·sense of 
defent. This huDon dafen.t ·results in the fortlt'.tion ·of n aoc:ml code at o. lower 
level lUld in opposition to the econooic log'! c.," 

Mn.vo does not know how nroround nre his observo.tions. !l'ho· . . 
workers to<IP.y, pressin.:;.to>rN'd the revolution in the productive'forces which. 
requirs their cllissless U!liversal.ity or existence 110 socir.l individUDla, .1:11"6:. · 
iusteed forced by the ~toduction rel~tiona of cspitnlistt into n cl110s ~o~ 
1t.y-¥ They c~ento new nocinl tiea negatively beC:m.use the p_roc\uction relo.tirino. · 
provent then !roo crentl.n,; thee positively, Their discipline, unity nnd or(~ 
nnizo.tion ~s created by .la.r~e-act'~e enpi tali so~ is ex_erc1sed in the .service:~:-··' 
of their ciass, Md clnas existence 1s not soci".l Oxiatence but cl.ien · · 

. ' ' . : 

So .long. tlteretor~, AS clnes. exlste...,ce 1o nccassC!l"Y', .the ~rkef~ · 
cannot. uxercise .their conplete !lWlan 'copncit.ies, They belon.:; to' the cocr.r.ui1 
nonly ns a.vern;:B in.d.ivi~ua.:u. -only ·in~otar: r..a they- live Wit!l1n the· ····· 
of .. e:r.l.stenoe .of tl1eir clD.Bs, •• a relationship in· .,:rl.cb they pBrticit>Bte not: · 
individunls but a" cenbers or n elMs,• (Marx, Gernon··Ideolocy) ThO c\esira · 
the >rorlters Nld the econocic nnct hutl!UI necessities ot societ;y is toot the · · . , 
workers exist "" soci·oi ·individuals. The oppr~as1ve >rei(lht .of bour.:;eois, rel~ · 
t1oris forces then to exist only ns avern.::e clnas ~1'\~Vi~.unls. "Tho lower lin~nl 
code" by which they .:;overn themelvet is theb' only· prote c!;i~n nc;tdnst the' · 
enec;Y class. 

The copitnliats fe!U' thisnlower e9oii.ll code0. bacnuse it 1opedoa · 
their need for surplus vru.ue nnd they seek to =derr!in• it by :laotroyill(l the 
uni t;y of the workers, creatine conpMY !:len, etc, ThO \fOrkers hllte this codll 
becauoe it connicts wl.th the1r nr,turnl llut1an de'sire to <l:o n cood ;job !Ill<\ ·· 
torces thee to subordin~:~te thai>• 1ndividucl. peuonnlities to the defensive 
needs or the clnos. Nowhere tlOrc tllnn in the United Ste.tes ia there such " 
shr:>.rp. division 1wl.thin the life of ench in~.ividunl eo fnr ns it 1s ~eraonnl· 
one\ insofnr e.s 1 t is detorr.linolt by soce brooch of lnbor · ond the concti tions 
yertninillG to it, 11 (Gor!WI .I!J.eolocy) ThO, IJ,S,' '"'"~dn,i olau 1c hostile to olnils • 
e:rdatenoo becouse it 1• " conpnro.tively now ·.,orlt11l(: clnss without the heroic .. 
!:'l.ttoper.n trr.di~ion of oppouition ·to tho fau.rlal -~i&tC'Ioti\CY' Mtl the ~'l0urte.o1a.i·e~}'· 
The Atlerica.n workers ::P-.lot atrucc.lc as n. clo.as o.nd yet they find. their eo:lfine-:· · 
cent to ll. clo.os ·pool \ion continually oppress1ve, · 

·.·· 

Desrnded to bndce nUI:lboro, the. in~ividunl workers seek tn dis
tin.:;uish thel:lsclvea l>y their clothin(l, thoir lcnowledf;e Of br.sebnll pleyera, . 

· t:IOVie atnra, etc, Thai r.ro pressinc n,_:ninst the conr1,it1onn ,f life ot clo.sa 

. ' . ~ . '. \.'· .... 
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aociety, ~he .lilegroes, the ..,st o!'Prossed layGr. and therefore the -lnyor ilt soc
iety nont.compollcd to nverage exiotenee r~~•t. tha existing nlten white soc-
1n~:y, rcvr .. ~ this contrndictiof{ most· ulearly b&tweOn the human need for indtv
i~t:.!l!. ·:>:q.r~osion and the clasp nAed for uniformity. lJ.'hE.y hate boi:1g regarded 
no ;c,,,,"o~s t•.ud yet aredot...-minod tlml:society should reoogni:e tho!:r .~rowi~e 
rc·:olut1vna.r,v :oobil:bntion o.s N~groee. Eaeh 1nd1vidunl Negro moy ocek intlivirl
u·U ·lintl!lCtion in dreas ete., 'but the individual distinction ir.tr.ledil.:'.tely be
cocea ~ uniforodty of t~e race. 

The bourgeoisie seeks to incUlcate into the 1<0rk Ali'<! the 
ide~ thnt under the nw eocislist sociaty their individuality will be destroyed, 
With tho horrible exe.nple of St111inist Russia before their eyes, the •rorkers 
are not unreceptive to tllie prppogandn, Yet it ia the class relr.tions of bour!!l
eoie society which regiment th• workers at the ""ohino ond inpose nvore&e uni
form existence upon their oocil11 lives, "lfith tlll cocmnity of revolutionnry 
prolct~ic.n~. ~n the other hand, who toke their cond! tioru; 9f' e::istonc_e :lll.d. 
those of ell uecbars·o! society under their control. it is juot the revcrea; 
tt .is no individur>.ls. thnt the int\1 vi <hulls. part1c1pnte in i t, 11 (Gernon IdeolO!::£) 

Th" Socia1 Individl!ril 

Mal'>: never .wro~e of the netr'. aoc11111ot oociety 'Tithout opeci:f'iceJly 
enphn!;!.r.ing the fully developed indivUual who :t!Ould be the bns~i; of sucll P. 

society. llu.t the. eseence of ·1ndivih~it_.;· tor Mnl'::: '"'s the expression ~f self:-· 
a.etivity in relation to t!le· ~ov•J:o.!''""'t of thep~oduct1ve :fOr~es nnd therefore n 
historical nnd not 1111 abstrnct renlity, To.· be. nn individUI\1 n~ nny atng~.of .. 
soeietyl s developcll!nt, the peuon l:!Ust et>body the previoue goins of the species 

· nnd.the tlultip~icity of tsle!lte. "hich these have tll>~e poosiblo. · ·, 

··' 

• ,;,i 
.;.;! 

. .:j1 
:·~f ~-~\ 

. ','i~ 
· ... &ill 

Fol•·nearly " oentur;ri capit1111om, with :i.ts ·fetiohisc of .COD1JOditi.o!l, . -~-:····i~~ 
hns so dulled ='•.·undcrst~ding of hinself t!;nt he hns believed indiv1d.unl18l0 . • ·•·i-ill 
to bg in<list1ngu1ahable fr.ooi personal nggrnndizo~:~ent nnd conpctit1on with others, .. : .·:;\~'JJ · 
Yet, when· the bou.rgeoisio WO.fl_ revol~tion..-u-y, 1.~., co'uld sperk_ in ·the llL\00' ·Of . ,,.,.- -?:~ 
eooiety, the eosentitu chnractcristic ~f the successful. oapbu.1ttnlis

1
t· wnhi• no! ~··· ··· :_._·.·._~_"1,._·]]_··.,1 _increase of hie privnte coffers at the expenoe of others, re. lt~r a ..• ,_.,... ",l,t 

p1•18e" ~thich tore npart the cysterieo 111 which the feudnt go):ilds hi¢ 'riunounded. · ··.',\>,j 
production .!IIlli destroyed the locnl' bnrriero onpnrating DOn from 'One nnother, ' ·-A~ 
llece.use· the bourgeois r<ivolutions destroyed tha fettero surrounding mtm1 o salf- · · ··~-· 

,"activ~ty, ·the bourgeois indivl.dunl was essentially" co-workor >lith other indiv- .·.~~;: · 
•·. iduals, expanding the. horhqn of society.. H• wns in this sense !' sooil11 in~,... · ... \!'; 

· idual, l!'~r this reason, tl!e bourlleoia indiTidue.l not only expanded his wel\lth :S;,. 
but 111so hie pb¥s1cal and. cent.ol eapncitios, c~eo.ti!lB the nost vi'brnnt, energetic <Jilj 

and cosaopoli ton individual thnt society hnd ever !mom, .. ··· •. ·.·.·.:_::•~'·.-[·· •. ,·_: .. ~.il.··,~-·-, 
Thio concept of the soci~l individual hns been lost in bourgeois .; 

society precisely bec011oe the bourlleoisie is no lO!li;Ol' eelf•nctive, but hns 
beco1:1e tho Yictic itself of the oystec· which ~cCUDUlo.tGs weo.lth 1\t ·one pole , 
while e.qcurulo.tinc nilie:ey, agony of 'toll, slnvery, ignor,nce, brutl11it;y: and d;·.,S 
degradation nt the opposite pole·, i.e.: on the side of the class thnt prod~ces ' -~.:'.:.~~_, 
its o>m product in 'tho forn of capitol, As Mtu':>;; ,;ns the first to point out: Qli 

·;:iJ 0Prl.vnte propertr hnc r.<ode ue se> otupid Md one-oided that an 9~ 
Ject is our-a only when r1a hava it, when .it c::!:te for.u::;r..::- cn.pittU., or tthen ,.,e · 
~ssesa it directly, eat it, drink 1t, waar it en our body, i~ short, ucp it ••• 
l'or 1111 the ph.yaicnl and opiritucJ. sons••· tberefcro, the sense of possession 
which is tho oimple aliollation· or 1111 these senaeo, ht\11 been aubstituted, n · 

. (~i'vnloe Property l.llld Cacaun1Ba.1) 
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• .ri.;,oe,;With the decline of l>C{{rC.~h· aocht:r, or tho deTolopme11t 
o:f ail' production relations inter. fetter• ,t:pcn the aal:f-act1T1 t:r or illdl.viduala, 
the eosence of tho bourgeoh 1nd1 vi'dual booomeli. ~thleaa competition in antllll'
on1sm to,.the.rest of aocietl', !r0''d8t th.ero .tho· •tustoat •with the mosteet,• .tho 
bourgeois illdl.vidual III\ISt depri•·e all mon, including ·himsel:!', rit aU the .lo.t1i>bn' 
senses, Not he but value becomes the subJect, He boccmea reapeotable only a~ 
pereonif'ied capital, i•e"', .to _tl;a degree that he aeivee the ael!•e:panaion of 
cap! tal, ' ' 

· In (ippooition. to. the N~lllPJa Mtagonistio competition of the bour
geoisie, tho 'fOrking cle.es ex~rc1s••:&+1 its ,1"ttenuity to devise mellilq .of Sll}>" 
pressi"tt its productivo enerj;1os;·: at· the e:q>ense DOt onl:y. o.t. the bOIU'Geo1s1e ·wt 
even of t,he >tork1ne: clasu itaeir; In. maey ohppa·what tireo L~e ~'Orkers out is · 
no~ chiatly. the ph.)-~e1cal e.xeriiio"na of their labor. but t;tle oonstant attention 
needod not to give .the. co.mpan;y a 11tn1r da;y's 'WOrk,• becaua.o· t~ewrke;r re.tusea: 
to- be measured in· terms· of a. "f'&r ~·a p~. 11 Since mo.n• a a·ssenee 

1 
.is· to · ·. 

exercise .his. sel:r~actiTit:y and nll hio ilonseil tn. a sociill].:r prod;,ctf.v~ ~ •. tho 
slot~down, the self-imposed diso!.plino 11/lllinst .mold~ Bll,(:geetlons for impro\'ing 
production, the deliberate negl~et Of·t~ maChine. are B constan~ sourca ot·' 
:rruetratie!l to the liOrkero themselve, a is only ... ~en. the .'routine ;do.il:i sti:if8gle . 
·of tho class .e>:plodos into violent o.ot1v1t:y ngn1nst the.boilrgeoiilie (tho. t!ll'omng' 
of e foro"'!'ii out of th~ 'Jindo.v, tho conflict with ~he poU~e on tl)e 1111:lss p!Oket . . 
line, a·tc.), activities wh1el'!"requi:re- nn .. t;'Vel't exercise ot·the1~:ore~t1ve .. 

· energios, tliat the worker<~ feel' th~maelv"-" na human •• , As.n result, the ra,tilin 
from tho Picket .uno. to tho cti.vort .el,ilse'~t~Uj;gle· is. 011~n more frustrating t.hn.n. 

·11' too strike hnd· never teke:> plnco, ... !r~ niol:ecUJ.Ilr devel'op'ment of .. tlioso of:rer>o·c: 
Bi VGQ. and retreats. •CBn .only e:qilo'de ~ tha :reVOlUtion. ... ' ' . ' . . ' ~ , 

' 1 1 .1.' . , • ' • " • ' ' • o • • , • , • ~ " ' I ' 

. I:i' tllo b~urgooh1e·1~ it." revolutl:onnr; ~s eould .oclst.'~~·ilocinl' . 
indi ~ clunls oill.y because: 1t unlonshed tho 'crenti ve c,q,t\q~ t:y lot· humt111 ;rorces, · 'it' · • · •.... ,., .. ~ .. 
is the Unl.~ashing Of theee. ruoici deTBloped :t'o.rceo todo:y·b:y''the.'prolet<i,rlr.n rev-, 

· olutlon >lhl;ch vUl !'lllice · the workers in'I:O' rerJ.l;y soc1f:!l int!ividuale 11ho .'Ifill. 
.··li!Oll& ..inol~~~e· or·aooia~y- nnd··more repr~sentn.t1ve o'! th9 )itiins of the &!JOC~e8 

· ' thN:l· the bofJ.r~~isie ,.m3. itt its \dey; beCf\Use tOtltcy· both. the lDE'.torirl Md the 
'·hllll>on: forcolf~i.n .become trUi._:y sooil\1,: · · · · ... ·'· · · ..... . ·· 

·tn the. very. prOOess· of soc1r~1-of·preduc'i.~on, ·. 11 mrm epp~~nr1r.te1 111m
self .ns ll.ll·llll-si.ded eo.senCA fit i.m, llll-Sid;ed trey, · hence !IS' 1\ Whole Ma, . · :Ea.ch ·, '·.· . 
of his h~ ~r·al'D.t1ona!l.1ps "tO th& tiOrld:,. Reein8,. henrin&, smol·l, t",,ste, foe11i:Jg.~· 
thought, perception, ~erience, >lishing; ·nct.ivity,' lovl,nGf'in short, ... nll o~:~·=~:: 
,of~ :dc·.ind1v1dUali t:y, like the• oi'Sone trhich exist. directly' in tho forti of c . . 
nl org.ins; nre i'n their ob,ject'i've behnvio~· or· in· their .. behl\vior. to)r~d· the obJeot, · .. · ~ · 
the nppropriatien of it~ The tipproprintiori .of humtlll.nc·tuDlit:y, .its relation '• · 

. . the object, is the n'rfirlD..'\tion· or. ::rumcu;;.,··p..ct~~t:y, •.. (Pthr"tG :Prg·,Jorty OJ!d . 
·. ~mmuniam). . , , · . ·: · · _. · 

, . !J!ho:·oolidl'zit:y Of 'the l<orltillg ClMS in .itii st'ruggle· ne;nin.st the 
· capitrJ.ist clasa ia only Oll~.Bidc ·of..'~he concept· of sooinlized lnbor, n side'. . . 

· >rhich evon tile An. bw.-e!IUcrat. cnn ·1lltd~ril.t~d; It clq~~. not by ~.n:y lllcMo begin · .. 
to el'.hnust or even· npproxic!lto the .profound concept ·ot; t.he ne>• socinl tioo trhich' 
lbrx onw r:iis ~he essence of so.c,l.nlism. ·l·lar:t ·>toll·kneii .the villgnr OO,.,iats. ot ' 
his dn,v With their eruil.e conception· of loVblling, e.ri.a h..i· ,Ji .. rorocli tj10r.l >Ji t!l ·,II .. 

, histone BWOBp 11hiCh hno been llL'pl:y. Justified ,b;y t!le di!Vslop"ont of tl'.o in~tt'\>-, 
ments ot production: .. . r. · ··... · "'~'. .-

"S~Qirl nct1 vi ty ~d ,sooit\i. api~i t b:y n~ noe.ns exi at merely in. the , 
forD of·dirsct co~m:nml.t:y Mtivit:y nnd direot oo=nit)' spirit, nltlmugh C<>ru:nlnity 
notivit:y !lllcl spirit, i·.e, "ativity Md spirtt'trhioh nre e>:procsed · . 

. ,_. 
''-':,' 

. . 
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of the activity and are cui ted .to its D&t\U'e, . . ,'."/ 
. 11Ho1<eve~, whon I ...,_active ooiont1f1cally, i,a., Olli:/lged ill.. ·:· · 

activity which I =vsel! can puro~e in 41roct collllllllidty< 11ith others, I a11 social: 
because I am active aa a man; Not. onl7 the IIIBteri'al of ,.... aetinty h given 
to.me ns n social prc~ct -· · &e-,i"s.the ;,lo.~e even :o<ith'l~o in which the. 
thinkor is nctive - ,.... own axhton,,e 1u ·aooil'l notlvi,ty 11U,1Ginuch as .. t~hnt I · : · 
mnke !or ,....salt I mnka aloe for ·aocioty and-with the eonscfousnli~s of ~sel'f no 
a social essence. • (Ibi'd.) ·· ··: · · ' 

~he divioion of'l~'bo,.; in' lclnsa society hna crented tho illusion: . 
that eoionti:!i'c activity ilM booiA'l. ac:Uvity reeta only in the contemplation of·· 
the laws ot' .nnturo, Thn worker wlio': l'oilgs foi :nn oV1lrall .conception e>£ h1 s 
prod110t1on Md itc rcll>tioil to Otl\ers, 'who it~a lib:lut · spenkir& to other· wc::-l<:ers 
nbout their work, who empathic<llly goes .ti!JtoU(lh the motions of his - co-wciri·.cr~,. 
will unders~Md whnt M..-.r:z meont by ocienU!i'ci nut nocial acti\'ity bccnuss it ,,.,,. 
is precisely this 1<hich he is 1nstinet1valy striving to creato. · . ··,-,,. . . . ·. . .. 
~ intelloctunl• Lll!4 !lllt 9.JW!i..-t.9i.11ntranfll'ity,: ·' '. .. . . ~ . 

. . . ·r:, ' • . . • . .• . '.. ,. ·:~ ,_, 
. The pettl'-bo~geoi'a1e !.ntel.~oiitllillo, today, are also •!leJdng. tor-

un1versnl1ty but ~n nn alionated fashion becn~se they are the~eelver..the pro~ 
uct·of the diVision between IIIMU/ll 111111 mental labor which is the · · .. --·olir.wc , .. 
of clnao rsl~>tions. ~liis division ot labor 18 the CU1m1mting poinl> ci;r> th;. ' 
lllhUmonity of clnao relntionn 1>ecnuso 'it dei>riveo both poltfs of tho'divi'.Bion. · 

· or·ons o~o~ntial ~ect of huma11 e:zlstence neceasfl17 .to i!...Velop.even ~lie!.i." . 
· economic f\lncUcns. ~o the dogrnding alienation of the !Wlunl ,.,rlter'· fi:'Om the 
lntellectiuo~ proceu•• of his produ.otion, there corresponds the debii!tatlng . 

: alieMtt.on o:!' the heein ;,-or~ar .1'zom th> manual n1!Jll1cntioi>· C1f his ldei>s; '!he ·. 
or,.... ophodsm -thnt every o;'fiqer ne•~•d a group of enl11itlid men fo te.ko cllt'e · 
of hl.m illuot~ntes tho !.,P.otoi;>ce ·to wllich evan· -tho ruling clnse !s ·condetlned • 
b)' this division cf lnbo:-. And cori'Qeponding ·ilnd arising from the ~.onotonoua 
repetition of ce~tnin J:UIIIURl taako'by .the ... r!tor at tlw mnchinc is tho speatol.:. ·' 
is~.tion in vnriouc dotti.iled phnsifO' of technical prod~otion by the brc.fn worlter. 
In tho on· refi_niZ>& iildu&t"7 •. to~. Oltllt!J>l ~. one· hohnicl.tlll. is oil!ined to.: des~gn
lng the oooli"'! towers, another to traotio,ning toworo, ".third to 'Jiiping" nqli. !\ 
fourth to chemical proceaees. In the rest ot eooie.ty, the ellll!o fr-ll€"Oiltnt1on 
dsvel.ops, To t!¥1 nurse »houe dnlly e:zlatenoe is haunted by thO thormotloter IUld 
tho bed pen, thoro corroepollda nt the. o.th~r.polu· ths e:rs, eu ond nose speoial-
!.st who porter"" fi~ty routtno toneilvc;;t_o~~· in 11 worlci~~g day, · 

. ' ': .. . .... ~ ,, . ·. . . 

· It tlie I/Orkqro:teel thei~ 1ncor.tjilote hul:ian1 ty 'nnd at~;:le Qj!llinst 
it, tho inte~lectuals end te~ici!IDB l>re ev~n t10re reotloea booauae core in

; cUlled to introlipaotio~ lioro isol .. ted frCtl one nnothor and theret'oro witho~t 
•. liiie:tlelllls for struggle >lhich c"l>itnlist praduction .. crontQa for socinlbed labCIZ'. 
:Sei~~g t!O~e :!'neUe and leeo con!lne<l. by .tho itn:~odie>to needs. of thoir t~Orl< r.nci 
.~th a·doep-se~:~tod' oonv1ct1on0 nourished liy their ot'o.t\\8 1n society, ~hnt thtf 

~ · sl1euld be univeh<Ll 'tlen, thtGr .4evelOP. llobbisa;.: Cl:'flo.te f1111taat1o droot\11 of n · 
now world or ·e:""'pe 'to ~he:':.!Jt~eet t10notoey c:l' 'toil" olo0e to tho enrth, The • 
Utopian or !l'ruo Sooioliete o~ $ho R~~t!o peric:l,of the nineteenth conturt vere 
n!lly o. die onUcipntion of the pott;t.obourgaoia or! tioa of contel:lporl>ry sco1ety, 
~he orhiB is daepor, the viatas .... , broader and. ~he trustrntiono nre therefore 
grao.ter. 

With tbe dsc1.1n.o of: every aociet;y ond >rith tho oonsequont :inabil
i t:r ot' the in41 vl.-duala of: tho rulins ol¥ a to e:~pross oey t1ore tl;a oooial essenao 
ot l&unanlty, tho pett:l"'bour&o~h llOI'alhts, horr1tied by the . . · .. 

bnrbnrhm llllil 
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4-•aa:- , begin to 'gat lost. in the phil<iaophic Jungle ot counterposing the in
dividual as representative ot individ~lity to.eociety as representative o~ 
toteolity •. As Marx pointa<i out, in oxpoa.i~:g tbo ideoliam ot the True Sooialiets, 
•society is abstracted from thaoe indivl.dW:Ue, it io made independent, it 
rela;>eee into savagery on its own, and the individual suffers only ao a result 
of this relapse." (~ gaolo,ey) !rhnt is what the Existsnt1alhts are pro
posing todaY. They wuld rescue the !.ndividunls from society ("Hell is other 
people"- Sartre), 

l!y contrast, Marx, >lith hio eye on the development of, social 
activity and social objects, specifically warned: 11\/e should especinlly avoill 
re-establishing sooiety o.s an nbotrnction opposed to the 1nd1 vidual. The in:. 
dividual 1s the eoc10l eosenoe. His expression of life, although it mry not 
ap.9enr in the direct form of n col!llll\UtoJ. tlT• life carried out simul tnnoouoly 
with others, is therefore an er.pressiori nnd assertion of socicl living. The 
individual and tho species life ot man are not distinct.•. · 

Tho bnsic philosophic reason tor tho incnpo.city of the petty-' 
bourgeois intellectuOlo to develop the concept of the social individuals is 
their .oonfinement within the 'VUJ.gar mnter1alism and uncritical 1dcnlien of 
declining bourgeois society, which is •\reflection in tho•Jght of the. clas.s di
vision in.·aoc1ety betwaan· tk1lt~ aiid. ::Gnt:U lnbor. !li ·its !"E!volutiouary _deye •. 
the bourgeois ideolog1sto could see· the bMiB or eociety in the produati ve . · · 
activity of individuOl men, (Adnl!l SJ:d.th- Labor 1s the. eouroe of n11· >IOnlth.) : 
l!ut with .the incrensing. clo.ss diffei'entiution of bourgeoie oociety ond the 

. creasing degrndiltion 'or tile worker, productive tiCtiV'lty becomes a sym)>ol of . , 
degrndtltl.on, Industry is not •regarded ·in· connecUon w1 th ·the edaence .. c :~r:~:it~\ 
but 11only in terae or the externol relntions of utility." 'Althoug!l ' 
of industry nre in reOlity the "obJectified eeeential C"lJaclties of 
Are -regarded only ns 11useful objects in ordinary mtorilll industry,~. 
ingly, the true univers.Ji,- of cen i.a·.sougnt not ·in tho·productive process· 
only in·intellectur~ pursuits like nrt, science, religion, etc, 

!!'he econ91list6, therefore,. whe seek to nllevir\tc thci ills. of· 
bourgeois .society, think only in toms of the underconi!Uiqltion or inhullio.il . .. . 
conSUDPtiOn of society. The ng1til.t1on nrouni (ltoi:dc energy, fo~ exr.opl'e, 1sc-<-.. 
al>raye in teres ·of its inhW:Ian use nn~ not in teruo of the ob,jactified hunan·. · ... 
cnpnci ties t~hioh it rspresents nnd Cllll. develop. l·lhen n depression three.tans, .. · 
the only solution the econom.st · cnn find .is increased pm·chaaing power·; for. ~hil 
workers, 11hen nutomtic production is recor.ltlended, the N.aro is iMedilltely 
set up that it >till tlll'OW 1:1en out of wrk and therefore lenve no cnrl:et; This.·. 
is tho typical petty-bo\U'geois concern axoluui ve'i;r with consw:~ption and the 
cocplete indirference to tho workers produetive life o.nd thorofare to the 
essential activity of =·. 

!lot only io tl~s. so. It co.ilnot be otherwise. no long cs the d&-. 
grndatlon of the activity of tho worker h t~.e oenns >~hereby production is:. 
expanded, i,e,, so long nc the proletrsint ronoino proletarint, All the.oon
ccntrntion of the sconooiat's Nld the .reformats Upon increasint: conow:~ption io. .. 
only a. reflection of thio essential disregnrd, inherent in bourgeois society, · . 
for tho inhuoonit:r of tho 110tivity of .the producers, The problens of consllllpc~,:: 
tion 1-1ill :~ever ·be resolved until. th~ roloaee of the hw:mn capacities of .the '""' ·'·""-" 
producers resolves the pro blocs of. production, T!w.t is ,ey the proletl\l'inn· ·· · 
revolution which will releo.ae theoe capacities will brinp, about such n profound:. 
somal olu>Jl8e.. l!y relonoilll: the produoti ve :roroes of the producors thoosol voa, 
it >!ill also relenae socist)• fror:i tho preoccupation w1 th the end .product 
the "ccuoulation Md distribUtion·,;£ ·this end p:oduot, Men' e thonghts 
be turned to tha deVelOpaent or ll!ll'1 1 S !milnni ty in the process ·or prOdllot,io:r.· 
self'. 

;, . 
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~x 110~;--~!t hh eyila ott ·~b~·',..orloora; .. o~l'ri~y ln production <~.(_l 
beoo.uoo be novor lot~ aigllll ot .tho rovolutl.o!l W"bluh 11ould ~ranstqrm lebor into .. , 
o. blllllan aot!.vit.y, . Convors.oly, booo.ueo he aliVnys h~d t,hi.s revolution ln mind, 
his main concern· waa always tho notunl lifo of tho 110rkors, •· Aa ho innhtod: " ~ . I. you prooood trom pr~<luot.io~, you. noooss~rily oonQorn yoursoli' 11itb tho 
roo.l conditions of prcduct.ion :>~d \11th tho productive nativity of mon·,, ·But 
if ycu procood trcm oonswnption, you moroly·doclo.ro t~i>t. consumption is not. 
nt prosop~ 1humnn1 , that ~t l.s nooosao,r; to cultivnto tnio consumption ond.so 
on, Cotitor.t. 11itb thio, ~·~ cnn o,t'ford -t.o ignore tho_ ro·n; .living conditions 
o.nd tho r.ctivity of mon, tf!a.~ .. ~~0,~) · · .. , . 

J . 

Huma.ni atio !la.turc.linm 

1'bo cioV.:.l~pmo;.,t· ·of "illl~ilidod ilnivors<>l mm, in tho productive 
process .i• tho my to tho solutfof! at e>ll rolo.tions bo,t.,oo~· mlln tltld mo.n 
outside tho procooe of productio·n; ":rlitlt mnn ie nlionotod from bla· species• 
ossonco moans that ·.ono 'mon .is ~>~ionlito<T trom Mother und · ovory 'llll>n io t~lionO:ta~ 
from humo.n ossonco." C1~l~ono.t0d· Labot") Convprsoly 1 whon ... ~ 15oeomos "n,ll• . 
round univorslll"mo.n \Vi~hin. tl\o prooosa•iof production, bci Otln·bi'<ro. humll.J>. : 
rcl;tionc to ·-ot.bor men ou~pida tho; P.i"'CGSD. o~ pr~uo~1Qn.- _ 'lhls· itJ.' thu. i'.uy . 
not only to tho quest ot .tho l.ntollootutllo tor. unlvoranlity. but n'lso to .tho 
nbel~tiQn. ot tho tllionntod ~~ti~_iis botWQon ·tho. soxos .·'!114· tho .nnttlgonio~io · 
rol~>tiond botwoon· tho ·rllOoo. · ·· . · · .. ,• .·. 

~ . . ·. ' . . . 

. Unclor tho .oondl.tlons ot oluso soo~oty. tho rolntioriship of"mt~n to 
womo.n dovo~ppa pr!.llli\ri 11( us ''· so~l rolo.tl.onohip ancl ~.ct. "'!' o. ro lD.tionohip . · 
bot110on hwnt.n bol.ngs.• Boonuoo. mn is" nlionatod in thO produoti vo process ho 
foolo himsolf•mro"at.bom in.bls Bnimlll fun~tl.ons, "oo:tirig, drinkinll,· .proa•·· · 
routin~, rrhila 1n his hUI!IIln runc.t.tons he "fools moro liko ·nn ~ni. .. ~l. · (ibl,d)·; · : . . . . -·. . . . .. 

1'ho more "V'n touh. ~l.iont~tod trOill hie hlli!Ulnity· in· produ~ti~n; ~110· 
moro· hn is driVon to t.ry to i'ind his. hiJ!liD.IIUy, t!><lt is• to rooli~o·l\imsoll' ., · · 
•• tlllllln. in oor>O®ptl.on, o.nd "P?-rtl.oulnrly.- l,n tho so:iuol" robt1ons, "TJ>is"."lli 

. true of t.he g<JD:Uo ·lio.t11 i.:Q• .. Doth· x:on and ·wooon, :,thO moro Woman ci.ro dral~~ .. by 
Otlpitnlism out oi' tho dirision of lobcir botwo~n .tho soxos in the! dol:lOs~ic · 
aphoro ond.·into the :>Uollc.iod lt1bor of produ_et.ioll in ·tho ·i'nctory, .ti)o . ..Oro · 
tboy nlso l:oi>l ot IIQrno.-.Pot tn their product:Lvo. nct"ivj.t1'but·ln their sol<Ua~· 
rolo.tior.s to mon. For botll, tho soXUt>l ro.ltltl..o~ !q""y/iiot Jio.rx cnllod nn . · :· ' 
nni~l rolntion boot1uso it is obatro.ctod "tron tho rost of·tho ro.ngo of.huaon 
o.ctivit.y," (ibid) 1'bo groo.tor tho o.lionntion in production; tho groe1t,or 
tho nooossi.!'Y t,o intonsl.fy.~nd ~lorify tho "BOXUtll rolo.:t-ion rrith romnco;· ot.o; 
In t.b~ United Stotos,. ·tb4a gl~rifiotition has nchiovod its purest oxprossicn 
boctluso in tho Uni toe!. ,S\ntos• l7ithout toudu.l hllngovora u.i>d wl.tb o.dvnncod 
incl.u.sttinl production, .tljq ro~tlt.ionslil.p boijl"{oon DOn ond wol:lOn .is;;n,product p£ 
tho c.l~o':'ntod ectivity. of 1 both in thO prooooa oi' produ~tton, Withil! this···· · 
tr:>ma<torj< tho oqunlity oi' tho.soxos io!thc oqunli.ty of· al:l.on11tod I>Qn t>nd .;lion-' 
a.tod .tiOmDn. · r~· · . · · ·· · . . . . · · ·1.: • \ • • .' •• . . . . . .. 

' .. 
iiithin tho irW.Ol7or!t of-~l.tlss society, thoro'toro,'.tbo ~~~~i:J?!:;tio:r. 

ot 'I~IDO.n is 11n =ncipotion ot thon no tomolcs nnd not os b=n bRings •... I,;. . 
ardor tor''tho eoxuo.l-rola.t1on t.o boomo a. hutl£\n rolo.tion, i.o., tor ont~nc.. 

•·' . : . ' . . ; ' • . • . ,. ; . ; . • ·: ;. ' . ' • • I; . t 

• sec "A worMii·'·Itaqui.ey",.~Y 1\iil't u..n.x·in ~h~o~ Ono lNnd~oi;~~dO ono-qu~stions 
uo ~>s!tod of ~ho t7orkoro thotl80l'ton,·'lk>o.l~ng \l"ith o:ro"rythlng fro;> lo.vuW,Ii"Os• -so~, 

... .. vs.no, atrilc:Ja o.M uniona·to "tho sonora.l phyaiaU.t; 'intOl"lo;t.Ja=-~. -~d conl oont! • 
1\t.ol>o ot lito at t"ho "•"king t~<~n 1>1\Ci woc.on in ;vou., t.rOAl.o• (N.I., Duo, 1P~8 
Roprintod), · 
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: ... ' 

' ....... ; :'\·~,- . 

• lY • 

drinkinz, nnd ·proor6nting ~hioh aro nlao hu~n·functiono, ~ booomo humnn 
rol~t.ions, it io noeossc.ry th<>t tho gon.ua. !Jiln bo oo<>ncip .. tod trom:1.!1lione>to4 
lo.bor, ' 

This ls not to' deny tho impc>ri.Qnoo of WOt>On struggling ~S womon 
for o:mnoipo.tlon. The workora must- a.ssort\:lE:lDuolves a.o a. ola.eo in ardor to 
nchiovo recognition o.a humn baings nnd in ordor to recognize thoir own 
etrcngth ~• huonn beings. Their ol""" struggle ia "the nocossllry £orm llnd 
onorgotic principlo ot tho immodint~ future but it is not llB such tho goal of 
"'"""" dovolopmont and tho tom ot h=n soeioty," (Privnto Proporty o.nd 
CCint"luniam) AnGlo.gou:ly, in a!'llor for wol:lOn not to h.a.vo to o.asort thome~olvoa n.a 
wooan in ordor t.o a.chiovo rocognition, it ia nocoeso.ry tho.t tho gonua Y:o.n not . 
bo drivon to sock in tho cpposi to sex wb<>t Ullrx co.llod hie "oo"""'n noude" · 
:o.thor tho.n hie "humn noode." · 

. A revolution in tho ro.la.t!Ons botwoon con. a.nd wotr.on requires a. 
.rovo.lution in tho rnodo of !"'eduction o.ocoraing to tho ~OVOl<>pcOnt of tho 
'wenlth of h'-""'n Ca.po.citios <onto.inod in industry end .honea lllsO in l:lllJlo 
"Tho roatriotcid i'olr.t!.<>n of bon to nnturo dotO't'l:linea .thciir rostrictod rollltion 

·to one .inothor," (Gomnn Idoolo~) To4"Y• thecbllois tor overcoDl.ng thio 
rest'~iot.e!l'rolation or !lOft tO naure lias in ths appropriati.on o£ the· prod-

. uotive powers by'nan. ·Tho.ro c&n tpua ba built a now o0onoDioal i'oundation .. ror 
.· a !.u.."lll.n rBthor than a rostii.ot.ad relation between ths aexos •.. In .. no splie~~ 

of h~~~n relations will tho new sooilll ties ba eoro·obvious, As H&rx·wrote 
in his polelllio against tho. Vulgar Oompuniets who Bought rroodoo froo 
tiOnog"!"l( .in oocimuwl·wo~:~on,e.frsedon troo privote property. in ••=r""l property·· 

"In thls rsla.tlonohip, ·thoro is sons~~usly .diaclo'sod, ro<l~oed ;,.·· 
an·evident filet to whnt. 'oit.ont tho huonn e•senoe oi .oo.n hils beoorns that of 
ne.t.ure, or tO what extel'&t no.ture J:w.s beco:JO thEi hullO.n os.aenco of tltln. ·rran 
this relntionehip, we can judge the whole stngo of dovolop!l<lnt o£ Mn.. Froo . 
tho Gh~Uaf;ter." ot·thia rolllt1on,· it -f~llcw:. to whC.t dogro, _mo.11 -O.O a. ~t:ecios; .. 
'has become human and has •racogni•ed himoolt ae such, The rolationehip ot 
"""' to woman is tho most natural relationship ot mo.n to man. In it is reveele,_ 
'to what degree the n!\tlil'!>l behavior of man hils. bs~o.., humnn and to whllt degree· 
human oseonce hos booome hls naturlll essanco, In this rolntion,hip is nlso 
shOW~) to what de~;reo ths needs ·of.man hsva become hUII!I>n neede, to whO.t · · 
degree th~ neads or mnn ~VG beoomo human nollds,· to Whllt dogroe nno~hor 
humnn being is needod cs a humo.n boing, to :who.t. dogroo, ho, in his most 
individulll existonce, hcs at· tho somo t.iC>O .n OOlOIIWlQl esoonco,•: (Priwto 
Property llnd Collll!lllniam) . ' 

. . . Tho nntngonieN bot.woon tbo l'<>QOS will lllBo find its tincl 
·,. , . resolution only through the dovolcpnont of nll•sidod univorslll Mn in tho 

prccees of production, The Nogro is forood br tho.opprosaion of his ro.oo in 
t.ho exiatiilt:, !..o. onpitll1ist ilociot.y, to tight"" .ll llo&roo Thio nct.~olll).l• 
iatio re?olt cantinuo.lly shnkOs tho stobilit.y of t.bo oxiot.ing oooiotY.' llnd is 
t.horotoro one of tho ltD St. i1DPort11nt. oont.ributin& fllctora to tho suoooos of. tllo 
proloto.rinn ro..,lut.!r.l'.• Yot., nt ~UQI\.tii>IOB M .thoro llpponrs to.l>• 11 siglll).l . 
disproportion bot.woon tbo rovolutl.on~>ry llCtivity ot tho' NogJ:'Qoe llnd thllt of· 
tho whl.te workors, tho tension DOt.lioOn· tl!o 1'1>008 llpponrs to inaroo.ao rllthor . 
than llbuto; 

However, in tho aooio.l. oollll:llln!.t:y thnt. ia crolltod in tho hollt of. 
tho cla.as s.trugglo, cl;gi in .tho lsi~ otl'illll~ Wlll.oh 'built tho CIO, tho 

, rolllt~cna. botwon whito and llogro workors. o.ro tho rolo.tiona botWtlon _rovoloo 
'ut.I.91U'17 ·IUOil, 1 .o, mon who feel thoasolvoo boul¥1 ill ll sooia.l • .....,. a.r.d · 

"' . . . . . . . . •. 
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therefore instinctively rooosnh~ tilcll\Solvuo nn<i oa.oh othor a.a univorsa.l men, 
. aooia.l indi'Vidua.b,• "'l'ho'~£torn· ·la.i.d·in ths.·ii selt-mobill.cation 1a tho 
pa.ttern which will bo oro~~·d in tho r•ocoss ot production itsolf by tho sooinl 
rovolution, A. oocplatoly t.sw mo~o o~·prod\lOtl.on w~ll bo orentod which will 
dovelop tho mon or both·ra.cos·o.'s univorso.l a.ll-ai.dod man vtho ca.n havo humon 
rola.tions ro.thor tho.~' ra.ca rolntionq, wlth ont' a.nothore 

So loos·oa oa.oh mori hna nn oxoluoivo •phoro of nativity which is 
forced upon him a.nd from whioh t.o cnnnot ooo~po, t.. moat ha.vo a.n nll.onntod 
rolotion·to othor ~on nnd portioulorly to thoao mon trom which nn oosy 

'~ • :.'.~i~t~l)ction ·oa.n ·bo•modo on auporfiolo.l oha.r~otoriat1oa, ·Tho l.nhumnnity of 
·mnn to mnn is tho result ot tho inhUmAnity of ovary mnn in his spooifionlly 
humnn, !.a,_ productive _functions. Trui i~~<~rona~ns frustrlltion of ron in prod
uction drivo6 h~ to o.n incroa.eing•olionlltion from his follow ~.sn outside tho 
procoas ·of production. Only throutl! tho dovolo{IOIOnt of nll·ol.dod li!On >7111 

··this pro(\oss bo rovorsud,' ... 'lho nlt.orqntiV6 :irl a. polioo atn~o to hold togothor 
tllo mon nliona.tOd trom ·o..,· 'nni>tha,l .in soototy. · · • !:··· .. ·~ . 

Thua, llll problOl!IS of ooc,illl rol11tions in tho orieia of contompor- ::.: 

:~~:·;~~· ~~:;~~;;P.':~1~~l •!r;,e~ :~~:!k ~ :"~~!. ~:~~:1 .. ~h~"!~!Y ~-tho , ::t~ 
. how to ro loGao 't.ho · hU!liO.nU.y of m<>n in tho prqoou of production, It '"'" by ~~' 
koopins his oyo on tilo .,·roeoso ci praduotipn tlio,t Knrll: wna nblo to 4ovolop . · :; 
a. truly ·so.oiol P.hl.losophy i'n nhicll 'oll 'man! of bo.th '!ioxea, of .<>11 rno.os t1nd of · · ··. '"<iQ 

:!~l~~·~=~~=t1~·~~~~~r;,.~s.;~1~~~~:~:~\~~:;;. -~~ ~~!~:;;~~~ h~~ . . . ... _ .. > __ ·;··.·_,:il,::· .. ·.(·~:_};··· 
novor knoWn ·.;'nd ·could· riovor :l't"vo known ri nioro h\ll:lDon··philosciphy boctluso . · ' . '"· 

. oiv~li•ntion.l\ll~ ~vor lo:nown n aitua,tion moro tho dovolopod oxistonco of . . .. _.. 'J 
·.: i'ldustry is wlfo.ll'l!!!tx onllod "tho opened )look of h~n _CflP,<ICitios.~ Tho bolll'go • · .-,;-,_(,~ 

~isi~ must 'koop' thi.s bock cldsod. Tho prclotnri<~n rovolutl.on will toroo. it . . · ' .•. ~.'_.~.: .. &~ 
operi o.nd. rolUU:sQ n1·1 ·.tho .eo loPrlsono'd ·'011thi:1'.tho ·el!.or.n;tion! o.nd: f~nt-n:t.!O.t1. . · : ·:,)~5 

' ::$b:::::::: ·::c:::Y~urgo·o~si~ ~: 
1 

• ;_·; • ~ , , ·: . . ;. . ,. ;: ·~~ 
'llo l!'Uli=& clc.o~ nee ever boon e.ble ta mintoin itoelt for lollg .'-''_i.·;fi_:· 

in tho faoo ot :'contempt trom 1ilio IDII.S ••• no -t.o:''!'f.•· economic powers. The · · "'' 
worke1•a tado.:y ii.nvo loot oll r6opsct tor th.o bo\argeohio na toohnica.l o.dmin• · .···'·)1) 

: iatrnt.ora, nu;;y_'do not. so ·mue'h hnte tho bourg'ooiaio u doapiaa it, _The' wori!Brc ·. 10~ 
e_ver)'Wiu>ro oe.y: "It 1's got.t!n~o:· so th.ot superv~ll!.on.!lon't give n d0111n nbout · .. ,;2i 
o.nyth!. ng." Th,; 'll'llr \irought th~s oontampt to ·n bend when tho workors fou'nlj ·.-: .~r 
thnt-, des!'ite tho propnga.ndll a.bout the WI'S o.t the front, thoy ho.d to loa.f ..:,;;-~ 
on ~he job booo.uso tho ·ltlln<>go.,nt. ho.d no plo.n fpF production. .the workors ···,.··.· .. ·.' •.... ~.·,'.:,·.·.':_',/ .. · 

."'reoogni&e thnt t)\a bourgooiaio 00 only roapoctibqtty romnino U.s right to . 
1 

;hiro <>nd tiro; at'!~. in atr_!.k• c.tt~.r striko in til~' post-wnr Wllvo, .tho:y ha.vo . 
. ,~ef~ed .this oherl,oh~d .. prorogll.tivo,. · · · .· . }_._·,:f,:.~ 

RnoWins tha.t its oodriomio la&io nn~ oa.rried it to'thia.imposoo '3 
nnd tor~itiod b:y .tho production. ro:volts of tl10 workora, tho bourgooisio h • .,.:J:; 

·;·!,:~":,t.;~::~. t~0~=~l:U~t:.~:~;1b~~~:~J~~ • bo~~~!o t~o E~:~"~:yo 1 . . · : 't~ ,J/; 
•;;o do i\ot la.ok 11n 'o.'tilo odminiotrat.~vo oli\o but. tho olitc of t.ho · -:J.i:di 

oovero.l oivili•od povl,oro is .it ~resent inautticio'ntly P.atod ~n tho biologt.o~ :.:.'_.,~_',;~ .• -.· 
nnd ooo!.a.l fa.ots '11\'<(o;lvod ih sooilll ·orgllni•o.tion 'lind control. · · ;(\ 

• • . ,,,;.... ..::. • •• • • . ' .-1, ... >,· . ·· · . . •u .it.t: 0.11 crl.tionl ~oto in co-.nn'i nothity'"" ho.d intolligont. :. ~/; 
~Pe'i.•qna ·on~blo .or,·,arinl:v-\11& o;>n .s:rdtVicl.unl or ~.~_oup c.tt,!tudo in torma ot. t1rot. :. . ,'i~ 

1117:: .,).~{: 
, . .' .: .. ·:. · .. ,·.0.i;-:~~::d.~~ 
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T,ho dagroo of logicr.l miaunderatnuding mn!lii'ost l ssoo.id, tho non-logic ot 
socln! oodaa in notion, nnd third, tho irrationnl oxnsperntion a~ptomntio of 
conflict and bnfflod offortl if wo hnd nn olit$ onpnblo of suoh onnlysio, m~ny 
of our dii'fioultios "ould ·dwindlG to vo.ns:shing point," · . · 

This ie the idoo.lism whioh if orgnnizod into politiool form would 
bo nothing lose thnn Fnsoiam, 7h8 big bourgeoisio of Gormnny orontod Hitlor-

. ism for rrecisely thoso orxh. it -· · · :·. · · · 
-

1 

: • • , • ,·. Ore;c.nio to bourgoios society ~.a 
tho ooncopt tho.t tho moaoos must bo nd~4niatorod, If toohnionl o.dministrntion 
doos not keop thom quiot, thon socinl r.d.ainistrution must bo introduced, It' 
aocinl ndminietro.tion by privnto cnpito.li•t• docs not ·suocod in obtnining 
tho oollnboroti~n of tho workers, thon thoro must bo orgcnizod socinl ndminist
rntion of tho mo.acos by tho ato.to. · Evory solution to tho diocontont of tho 
':."t)rkors is possiblo fer tho bour~ooi~io oxoopt t.ho ono eo:llutio:-, nhich. ~..-auld 
got o.t tho roots of tho discontent, namoly, tbo npproprio.tion by tho ~orkora 
of nll tho knowledge, soi.onoo nnd oo ntrol l1ii.Loh is inoo,porntod in industry, 

Tho bourgooisio is Un<lblo to surrondor to tho l7orkors tho hlll:lnn 
no.turo of industry. Thoy Cl\18t thotot'oro construct 0: thoory tlul.t tho psycholog• 
'ic~l probloms ot tho workore conatituto tho hucnn naturo ot tho ~orkorc. 
Cor.~po.ro With th:lA UaTx' ~ oonQQ,ption ett hlu:lan. pc7Chology r..ct tho no,punud 'book· 
of h=n'cllpo.eit!.cis!" 'lho g~>p botwoon tho paychologioBl probloi:IB of tho 
17orl-.ors c.nd thoir psycho_lo~ioo.l oBpooitios is not only n thoarotionl one, It'· 
is .fimly rootod in tho olo.os rolnt-ions, Tho bourgooisio thoroforo sooks. to 
!ill !.t by oroating n codilltor. As lolnJ'x wrote 100 yoo.rs. 11go: · ' · 

"Evory solf~lll.ionntton o.f co.n frotl hit1soli' and .from nntur-> appears·· 
i.n tho. rolationsh:i.p by which ho surrenders himsoli' and natura ·to anoth.or mn · 
dil.'forontiatod from him,· :l!huo. ro1igio11s aolt-lllionntion ·noooss~>rily appo~rs. 
in the roln.tfonship of tllG ,1a,ym8n- i.o tne· priost). or als-o, since· it is ·hot~ ·.--.';."·t;;:,;: 
n question of tho intollootunl world, to n mediator, In tho prnctioo.l Botual 
world, solf-lllion~>ticn oo.n only Bpponr through tho prnctiC~>l nctuo.l rol~>tion 
to nnothor mlln," . (Alionlltod l.,bor) · · 

Tho bourgooisio 'thinks th~>t by listening symp<>thotiao.lly to the. 
porsonnl t.roublos of tho workers, they will thoroby givo dignity to lllbor and 
porsonnlity to tho workers. Tbo ndministrntor must bo " "good Ustomor" • , · 

.giving tho workers n plnc'o whore thoy cnn pour out thoir porson11l probloms', 
This is tho con·rpssionlll of tho porsonnol offioo, Ur,. Anthony in tho shop< 
It is tho modorn voraion of tho priestly confossionnl, 

. Tho Oo.tholic Church wno dovolopod to modio.to bot~on ~:~nn nnd Go~. ' . 
who nocording -to tho· Chi:-!.atio.n dootrino wns only th<> human n11turo of mc.n (Christ).' 
In the samo w;y, todny, nn olito of'' psychilltriets is to .bo dov~lopod to modio.to 
botwoon tho workers !lnd thoir humnn nnturo ombodiod in industry, Tho olito. 
la to becOme man's priostly nnturu. 

But unlike tho priests of tho Cntholl.o ·Church, todny' s lliOdio.tnra 
botwaon tho workers !lnd thoir humo.n nnturo .uat oxorcieo n tot11l control ovor 
tho warkoro prooisoly bocnuso of tho otriving for toto.lity nnd uni~ranlity 
in tho workers. If tho control of tho tota.l situntion h not oxo~o!•ad by.· 
T.ho workers; then t!to modi:ttoro "'Ust oxoroiso tot.Bl control of nll Bspuoto of 
tho workers' livoa, 1£ tho aocinl produotivo powers of tho workers nro not 
onriohod, thon tho knowlodgo by ·tho ndm1nistratora of tho physiology, ps:~~.al•o~~-
nnd sociology of tho l7orkera must bo thoroughly orgo.nicod, Tho solution 
proposed by Mayo Clln uriso only out of tho oontotlpt for tho working olo.sa so 
organic to the be>ur'gooisi" o.nd ita hi rod prl.&o·fightors, B11t for prooisoly 

' 
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1;; : thio reaoon.this contempt is not to be l!li11111~aed lightly. When ollalienged, it ' .. :~;! 
t pnsnao vary oaaily ovor ir.~u foar. and desperate· counter-revolutionl:&l'y. measurer.. ;·j0 l One ••OJ: o.ftor the defca1; of Hitler in :Europe, ~o1 s book or1ginall? written in 
i 193); \las reprl.nted by .l!al-rard Univeraitr. · It h a warning not onl:t to tl)fl 
I. >Iorkers but also to tho pett;y-bourgeoi&ie which continuee to bury its coul in in-
i . . 'dbid'Ull peyclliatry whon the bourgeO.,isi'e 1• layill{; a lmso :Cor lllllsa psychiatr;:, 

i• !l'ho consultant. to the lloui>)ieoioie toda:,• offer the same solution to 
, .. :·the class antago!liam as Hegel offored · in his time to the Pruaaian atato, !nll\t 

thoy nre calling for are visor men, boticr adminietrntorn, men who r~e a coi~ 
ac1ou•neea of the new •psychological r•alit~· of 1947." As Hegel, rl011ing tho 

·extreme opposition of claaaoa, demanded that a universal class be adapted to tho 

I ... 

taok of mediation (:Philoeonby RI. ~). so tho bcurgeoh co:taultoJlts todr<• aaek 
to embo~· universal kno.-ledgo in the ·admhilstrati•re elite. In llll9, !!,gel bogor.. 

· · only >lith the id<\alisc of the intellectUals and their fear o!. the r.nscos. He 
hnd :eo ·and with the concop~ .of .tho total1tlli1an state. There """ no othar al
·ternn.t'ivo. Ally ·t\ttet"P• ,tP Oal,;l' .t!lo CMeea obJect rnther thn:n subject·, e.ny 

·.:'i; 

' 

•attempt to tolre the initiative nvay fron thst1 nt n. tica when theil' objective nnd 
subjecti~·e need 1t to noouoo the complete i!litintive, _CIID only end. by str.cping 
out nll' their i!litiat1ve. Fascist Gel'llllley hP.s given uo living pr~of t!~nt "" soon 
M. thie occure, b<lrbar~ac tor the rest of ~he mUon folloi·rs 1romedie.taly, 

b: :Bat if. thia is the perspective tocltlj>' without t~ socinl revolution, . .-;)i f"' ·. · it ·is nlso n guide to the all-aided deve~opmimt of nnn tthich the proletnrinn . ·· · -·"'''R 

~r. ~:~i~:~~::.,:s:t=~~~=~ ,::.~~J ~~·t~!·t~:~: .. :";~!~l!~~~~·~.!~ .. ~=d , ·_:·.'.' ..••... ' .• _~_· ...• ~.-.·.•·,·: __ :_{._! 

~~·.:_:: .... :._:_·:;·· .. _:·.~.· ...... _ .. ·._·:_·_.·_._·.·. ·, !::~:i:!t a:~. JJ::i:~:r P:~e~=~~t;!v~t::nb;:~e d!!:r~;n e;:;;~:;;~:r o;~~ ·.,.;~_-_:_·?,·_;.~_ f . · medio.tss between the >roxoir:er!> and' tho ob~ectively unfolded wer.lth ci:f:• thGir llui:inn . ·, 
, !W.ture. Thus. na tho young Mr..r:t discarnedz. n1r Protest~"ltlsn_'is .not the true· ):.::~"!~ 

1'• · eolution; it is the true posing or the aoluti'9n. It is no longer "· queetion· o:f · · 
~~ .. : t~ •truegle or the lo,ytll'.:n 'nth· the nrie•• outside !lin; it .is n auontion _of' .. the _,·,:·u~{i]i 
~.f,/ struggla-~th hl.a own ~nner prl.eet, hi a· prieotl)' nature," { 0Intr~d•iction to tho ' •. ·y~\1 
~MX· . . .Or~~i<i.ue or the ,l!egeli,., Philosophy of Right.")· . . ··S~ 

~t!:\' · · '~ Workers 1 Oritiguo 9t. P~litiQe . ::;.):;; 

~? ' . . . _, !l'heirti~~- of FqbocieLl "Jld ohe' icpotelice of pcli Ucinl donocr"cy .... " ':.'_ .. '_._;_.·._·.-.:_,_"_··.,L.f~;···\ 
!,_.·,'.•.·.~·:··.~· .. ~.. . ~npon ng~nst Hu.ve rob ~d. th~ pettY"'"bourgeoiei~· of tho lluoion th ...... t· its ~;~ 
1 ·. · ':argo.u:ient& and idena were t:..O locomtive· of histocy, UDI\ble to u11doretnnd their 
~{:~· . loss, tho pett;y-bourgeoisic today soaks to bul.ld 1to o\'ln ph1lueoph1c co!UlWll.ty '-\1\\; 
f.•;::< · where idons hold swy and whnt is' icport<>.'lt 1s not 11~.r.t no» tl:inl: but tho !net :,;.• 

!1.;j. that they t:~ the cdsis ~f the pett;y-bourBoo1sie i..s tho cr1sis o:£ politics nnd . i 
.;-,:· · here, as al"BYB, the instinctive nttitudes of the working cle.ss """ our 15Uide,, · 

;r7·~.'.> '.·.·.·-.·.'.• •. _·.·.· •.• · ... ·.·· Thhe .Aner1cM worker Ms n;L~a baen euptem
1

Bly indiffe1:ent t.o polit~~s. Th:rhiee · ~~ ~ ,:· lllldred and eixt;y-i'l.-re cla11s l.n the year; t nnttoro_d littlo or notw.n;; to. n ·'· 
.whether " Denoorat or !\ Republiof\U held offioe. And on. tho throo lt\mdrod r.nd .·.·.·-.•~.-~.: •. f±"/> sl.xt;y-oixth day, he us'Jallf ccred only i!,it >1ns. ":presiclentie~ yecr r.nd if ·he "" 

, .... ' was interested 1n the e<mdidnte ns "poz·oor.Uity •. This.lnc!c of politicr.l in~ereat ·.·~) 
f_,:_;}.·: . .-.. --· hns its roots in .the Anaricr..n developaent.· ~he experience of the 'tlorlters _hn.s .~.?.'i-t.. 
K.,, . . • :been tlint D..:.Ocrntia or llepublican, whatever the . differences or lc.clc c:r di:r!orenoe . _', ;,{!) 
Iii·:·:, in.the pl.nt!orc, eucceeaf'Jl condidntea 110t'Eil1 nocordinr, to th• noods rif tho Ailed~·. csri 
:t'~(:;.: :< ··an capitrilist econooy. J"ofteraon wns electhd ns-n rnprepentntivo of th3:ogr;u-1n.'l 'i· .'<:;~ 

r,:.~.~.!'";;-_:_'.,_ •. :_ ••.•. ·., ... _·. ·.·,.· .. -... _-__ ·U·i···n··'··~ ~tedi~t~!!;:•• he hj.d. to act in suCh n WDO' llB to develop 1>':::~ng :~~~ 
~ ·: . . _ _ ____ . , , ... :.',,:!:iS~~~ 
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!ecauee different potit1oal par~ioo b&?e made ao little differenoe i$ 
tho aetual development of tho .Amorican eGOIIiiJV, politico baa been !Ml.nly a com
petition between different intereot sroupa, orgonlzo! into political machines, to 
cut for themael?es bigger oliaen of the ~rigan pie, ~ho pie was enormous and 
tho polltidans were b&grud«ed their cuto olll.y occnaionally, Particularly in the 
cities >~here the political mc:h1nes rulod durl.ll& the in?nsion of immigrnnto i'~oo 
Europo, thcro was cooplete candor between tho mchine Md the voters no to the 
code governing elections •. Politics wns M exchange of votes tor the very real 11' 
1ncxponnivo favors on the DaDf pr~blems thnt beset tbe foreign-born •rorkor in n 
confuning new cnvironnent, l!ol<OVer with the integrnt1on. of the imol.grnnt workers 
and tho passing of the J1D11ticnl ""'chine, the mc:hineey of politics was exposed 
in all its llllkedneas. ~. result hna been that the .Acerieen workers aro boginning 
to 'Oko their own profound critique of »•litics no a frQUd ond n doeoption cnking 
no dii!oronco to their actunl life, 

In this, tho A:ool"icn.n workers tD:Pt-esa v.tth Wi6::ri'iM instinct the uwae 
truth 1-r:Uch Mar:r. nrrivc:t nt by his tllaU&lltful study of the French Revolution. 
Politics, 11<1rx onid, WM profoundly nn! esaentinlly bourgeois, Its bnsis is the 
dooinnt1on of orie clnos over nnothor nnd ito consol~tion is thnt it provides the 
.1ndiv1duo~ whO is nctunll.y nlie!llrlied in his mterinl lifo with tho illusion thnt 
he is pnrticipntill& in a social coiXIlllity. In their striving for cocpl\'to ennn
cipr.tion, . oon go through tho stage of .politicnl eJW1cipBt1on bocnu.so it ropresonto 
~ pro~eseive etep ovor .the donlnn.tion at cen by the opln.ta of r<!ligion., lteligi_i:>_n_ ;: 
g1 vos can the· illusion of decocr-icy . only iri tho he"venly kingdon. Poli tiool de~·'· · 
ocracy nt lanet brings the kingdon close>: to 'an:t:th, · " · 

!ut"politicnl eonnc'ip~>tion-18 tha reduction of """'• on thO ·one side;· 
to ~he ne~:~ber of bourt>O"la society," to the egeietic independent individuP,l,. on · 
the other side, to the 'citizen, to the roornl person."· The t:10ro .CI:'n is nlie!li!.ted 
froc hi a true hulla.nit;; in ·tho proceaa· of production ;. .. a· worker, the stronger:-·· · · 
t111st be the opinte that ho io n social individual in !lis political relationiJhipa:·-
t\8 a citizen. -lica.ca, th-a nacaSait~-:tor thG'-Fr..sci:::t stnte., !ut 0not until-><le.'.-"':~; 
renl indiviclunl oan 1s identiC<ll. w!.th the citizen rind h.'lS becono n ~<o:noJ,ic 
iri his eopirical life, in hie indi'riclunl 'wrk; 1n his. individual' ro:lM•1o:o•""-P-''' 
not until mo hn• recognizod •m<l· orgnnhed hiu ow Oll;pMHies o.s i;oci.-\1.' """"'oi1:i•••· 
ll.lld COl!Sequently the SOCial• force is nO l0ng0r di <!dOlL by the p0l1 ~ieru.', MWA'' 

until then wtll hullnn ocnncipation bo n.nhieved,n 

'lhnt i's >rhnt li.ar~ conceived as aoCte.lisc- the actunl opproprl.ntion 
'lfy tho 'IIOrkers in their productive cateriel life, i>f their huDan cnpnci Uea·". c 
Politips n.nd tha atnte would 111ther atlt10', 'bect\Use it would no lone;ar bo necess..ry 
to 1:10intnin the illuaory poll tical cotlllWl1 ty, " 

. The analysis vhl.ch llo.Z-x mdo of polities ;,ppl1es n<>t only t~ bourgeoi~ 
politics but to all attecpte to aubatitute the politicl\l comwil.t;ir for··.thil nctUal ·• _ 
coiJ!lUlll. ty of enencipnted Dll!l in the lnbor process. !rhus, whnt' !!.oninntoe the life ·. · 
of' the United S~atos todny is not tho bour(l06ia pnrlienent in Wnshi~on, which .· 
is at this· nonent beginning to rq>peM' as l1 ttle DO!:'O thnn tm investig"tions co..,., 
ittee, but whnt has 'been wisely el\lled the •.eoonooic parlil\l:lents• of the trn.de · 
union councils and conventions. It io the trnde unione which to~ torn the 
tical eoiJ!lUlll. ty for oillions or workero ~lld to' >rhieh therefore tlUBt 'be op:plllea 
Mn:::ist criticiao of politics, 

• ~he Ar.lericPn vorker to~ hns tranaforred his cyniclsn rogardill8 '~~'"'~··'"·''' 
geoie politics to trade union politico, . In tho trnde union hnll nnd nt. ~i;,t;;:.stl,,_;G~ 
union oeetillt;S, he eeeo different caucuses 'Vy11lG for power and for tbe ' 
tion of the union.- li'or the life of hin, he onnnot undOJ."stnnd· whY the ln'bor 

· leaders whoo he hno cr~:>ted slioUld behave ne they do. 'lhe nnstrer to this --
4UOOtion wat bo oought in' the · nctunl. developcent of the cnpi tl\l.ist co do 

--·· --·- .. 
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ot production. Th~reby, ,.. can N>t· ollly expllla tho labor bureauaioaoy to tho . 
workore but also to itself, 

A labor Ullioa like tho 11il1tll<l $\e.l. Workers llf America· emb~a.aea • 
close to a million workaro and inaludoo Mt only otoo(~oundrico b11t 1ron'Oilr& 
minos of the Meoa.bi, tho &lllminum rollin& lllillo of Alcoa, Tonn01soo, tho 
loc~tivo chops of Sohonootady and tho oo.n tactorico of San Francisco, Tho 
s~ruoturo of o11ch a union 1o an indllStrio.l govornmont with branohoo and ~iviu
ions, not only paral1olling thooo of. tho stool monopolioo but avon rivalli~ 
thooo of tho rmtionc.l g~YiJr~ont. ~oro !.a a. lognl dopa.l'tlllont, a. rooooruh 
o.nd onginoorir~ dop~nt, a contract dopo.rtmont, o.n o.ooo~~nting dopartmont; 
o.nd " logislntivo dopn:rtmont. Tho ·t.~p.dc lltll.on r.mchinory oorrooponda dop!lrto. 
mont··ror dop!lrtmont, plant tor plMt, OOl:lpc.ey for compc.ey, city for city, 
ota.to for ntn-t.o to tl)a .mchinory or tho bo\lrgooioio. 

Tho oYoro.ll oporo.tiona of ouch n union aro tho moons whoroby llnity 
o.nd continuity of produotion itt wdn.t.c..S.n"-'d tor tii.i"turont. induuti"ilil Wli-t.a 

c.ll tjlo wo.y from tho rrl.ning'.o~ OI'O w'$ho tiniohin& of otoon ohovolo, The 
Uriitod Stool Workers tJnion.hao boon optly torcod tJ,S,Ao ·Tho potty-bourgooia~o 
rnnto o.bout tho control wh1.ch auoh gi01)t uniono hr.vd ovcz' :tho country;· Tho 
big bourgooioio knawo tho.t.wlthollt thoso untono, it voUld bo nboolutoly 
i~apooeiblo for it to l<eop. p>'oduotion· zolnt for moro tho.n a frt.t do.yo, Mo:iom 
oociot:r hns reai:hod t.ho poi11t ·vhoro vb!lt ie dociaivo io not tho 1ntorlockin&· 
or finanobl woo.lth or diroctt>ro.t9• bUt tho intorlockin& of prod11ot.:Lon, For 
this tho uniorr or oor.io ld.nd. or orgnnizntion oi io.bor ia aRsoiutoiy <;:Juont1C\"'l:o 

' ... 
Tho uniorr contra.;t whioh io th~ co1111t1tut1on of this induatrio.l 

.. I!CIVOl'lml~nt b tho ~oporc.ndi Of tho uotUO.l" pi'OOOsB> ot production, tt 
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·. ·:qonto.ino ,tho D.llll1yaiu, brOQ)o.lpvn a.nd poditico.tion of tho a~tunl lo.bor prooooe 
: .··bt tho Oll.llioi!S of worl<oro en&B(;•d .1n.theoe industries.· Ths·moat import11nt 

'foattu-ea· of the union oontrnot JTO not tho wog6 ratca nor oven tho hours 1 blltt 
· ·N.thnr tho enonding rulea Jl\8,· r.gll.lP.tions regardin& olwiaifioe.ttons of work, · 
·_ ,Q:C,ndi.ti:ons of la.bo:o!' pioco . ..:r~9.totl1 eta . .-.. . ·' ·:_. . . 

. ·'. .. . ~- . ~:!.'~: ~ 

. , These clo.pe-1fi~~t.1otis cr~··rUlingo are tho olnsoiiiaatioM o.nd rulingo 
of ~be ai:l:ar.,ted, t;-agmo;ri;od uotl.vi.t,Y.: oi' the t:orlcora. Thoy."nro thO [!!Od ... n 
o.nalog~o df··tho old .a.O{ld. r...rt.r1cti.ona oi' Zeudo.l .ccioioty, D11t wMr<iD.a tho 
r;\1l.ld."r.,t'tiot.iona W:'C:.l"o .o.)>b.J'rior: -to tho divia!:ot1 or lnbof nooooonry to =lock 
tho myutorioo-:of prod11c.Uon1 todo.ylo ccd~tioo.tionP of o.Uono.tod lo.bor o.ro o. 
barrier to th~ rotnt.ogro.tion o.nd oynthooio nooocoo.ey to rwolutioni;;.o tho 
proooas of productt<>rt. Thq ro1'o1ut1ono.ey potol\tio.litioo inhoront in tho 
prcduotivo i'oroOIJ; both ll!D.t<arinl and humlln, ho.vo roauhod .tho point whoro tho 
eod1tiont1on of tho n~ionotod.Io.bor prQOODB 1o n rootriotlcn on tho ocono~a· 
nooosoitioB and natual yoarninta"of tho wor~a tor univerual~tr and rointtsration. . . . ' . . . ' ' . . 

. 'l'be unj.on contract ;gover1>1s tho Ut'o ot tho worker from morning to 
·night, dlll'in& ovary minute 0t'hl.• wo~ld.lll!: l>ourQ". 'Eno pettl(ooo\lollrgeoia oblloapt of' 
.the •oocio.l oo¢rt>,et• was t11t>·~h of !oal~od.1ndivl411D.la !.n·whioh oach co1111tod 
only "" ono in 1,'orml.ng ·~ho P'ol'"\oic..J. •...,.too. 'Ebollnion 09ntro.ot. iP tho 

• · aatllo.l roo.lit:y of tho fr"'l"ienhd, 1ndi\114,uat. !.n tho lo.bo~ prooouo, · Tho workers: 
• dofond tho union cont•o.ot ali a::woapcn O&i>4not tho botU"gooiat,o given. tho proacnt
. relntiom of production, lfl>t ·to: dot'olld tho eontraot would intonsit'y .t.!loi.r 
.oxpl9,it~tion booaaao 1t would·en~blo tho bo11rgooieio to foroo ~on thaa n 
. quant.it.nt.bo inor•1111<> in tho·'al~u.'>D.to~ lo.bur. llhioh wo11Id be· q11o.l1to.t1vol:y 
tho Bllii!.O no ·thoy nro cloi't!g' rio'v· Mor.oovor0 o.nd non morc.important·ie tho 1'o.o1t. 
t.b!lt tho worltoro .hri.vo w.cui tho"'llon·~ro.ot through cla.all wo.riaro ,and.·~~~" J. t. ..... n· 
·~bol ot 'llatorioa 11ori ·ago.inat.·.tho bou:rgooioi.o. ·At tho Qlllll<> timo, inot1notivol,y, 
t.bo-~l<ooro .fool tha.t tho olaaoif1oo.t1oi!S on11 oodit'y \hoi~ ni1o~t1011, 
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Tho worker• fight. hard tor llot.t&r contraot.s, they .i.....,.d that. the i•llor lead~re '· · 
got. better oontrncto but. at. b .. t. the rotor... rema:Ln wl. thin the framework of' 
~lionntod labor and only dooreose its quantity, 

Tho DilOI!I!IIl\ of' the Loh~r Londorahip 

The lnbor lender <>f t.odny hoo no spooinl prh•l.log•n or ski llo to 
prctoot na did tho orgnnizod workora of tho old crnf't unions. More of't.on tho.n 
not, ho hna but recently come fro= tho bonch, nnd in notual anlnry and standard 
of 11 ving doos not oxcxeod, tho workore wh0111 ho roprosonts. 'll!lnt· oorrupts tho 
labor lendership is ito role in tho pt•oooaa of production it.aolf', Tho labor 
londorohip io tho adminiotrntor of' the union oontrnct., 

Baonuoo tho labor buronucrnoy roproscnta tho divis~ons.of lnbor 
within tho Oll.{Ji.i.o.li.ut modo of produotion, ita roproaonta.tion ot tho rn.nka muuti. 
turn irito nn ndminiotrntion of thd rnnko, Tlio lnbor buronucrnoy l.o tho 1\gctlt': 
of' tho workoro but it io tho ngont of' tho alionntod, i,o, sami-okillcd workoro, 
It io not, like tho old Socinl-Domoornby1 nn ogont of' the cnpitalisto but it 

. io c. roproo ontb.ti vo of' t.hc cnpi tnliot modo ot production. Tho la.bor btU'oa.ucra:~·. · 
sito down with tho capitnlioto and worko out tiao-studios and olnaoifio~tiono, 
not boco.uoo ho is collnborc.ting w~th them as individunlo but bocnuoo they 
both roproaont tho onpitnliet mvdo of. production. 

Tho wildcnt ot:rikeo which ho.vp dotted tho Amorionn limdocp.pn cinco 
the ciddlo of tho wnr nrc on oxproool.l''\1§~ tho hootility ·o~ groupo of .workora ·. 
in isolated depar,tmonta here nnd thoro agninet nn alienated •charnoter of their., 

. lil.bor;· Once begun, they become the signal for other workers in other deon>,t• 
ma~te to revolt ngainot the gonor~l-nlio~tion. ThO 'sharp llofd"s. oi'·o.' J~or·omO:n• 
90 bent, a new div1sion of labor,, ony one of th~ao cd.n bring nbout~r:d:~!~~~~~~;, .:>;: 
strike which oru'pto in tho midst of tho interlocking "sooinlized " 
between tho various induutrinl plants, It is prooieely for thin. renoon.tho.t.· 
thu la.bor bureauc:rn.oy iG ao hostilG to tho w~ldcc.t ntrilccc. Tho··u..vnon bureau.;.~.· 
cro.cy roproaonta tho unificO:tion and etabilizo.tiori ·of a.lic:~o.tod lo.bor. · The 
wildc~t ntrikoa rnprooont n ro~clt ~a.inot_ ali~n~tbd ln~or •. Tho uni~n bur~lu·':;:~~;~~ 
crni:y pledges union rooporwibilit.y in oxchnngo for union' oc~urity,. liut it 
Ot.t.nnot dolivor beae.uno UnipTI: raspc:na~hi]it.y.:dnpondn, ('In, tho rr.nkn, nnd _:tho. 
d.o not rognrd the atnbilizntion. of tho utnt.uo quo ·in production no thoir 
mioeion. Tho buroauoraoy profora _well-orgnnizod nation~l atrikoa to wildcnte. 
Production is pnrnlyzod ns o. w!lolo, thoro ia no dio•up,tio'l of' tho in+,orlocking ··.· .. ,,,.. '"'' 
of' production, nnd with everything ohut down, thoro 1o ,no noo~•oity for tho " =• picket linea which cnn erupt into conflictaowith the otnt.o. · · 

But tho trado uniona c.ro not only n atruoturr.liznt:Lon of' tho existing· 
modo of production, Thoy nro nloo tho,' :l'ruj. t oi'· tho oxpnnding unity of tho 
workoro, o: unity expanding o.long with .tho ooopo•o.tivo form of tho lo.bor proo.eat·, 
and exploding in the strikes which orgllniZe the .union in opposition to the · · 
bourgeoisie, In thia ser,ae. they are oohoola of communi!Jm for the workero . · 
nnd have nn intrindcally politioal .charaator whet.hor or not thoy ·onke politton~ 
exproooion on the parliamentary uenu.,· · tt io t.hio o.spoct ·or the· trade union · 
movemont, tho i'not thnt thoy·roprosor.t n politico.l movement of the working 
claao ngo.inot th• bourgeoisie, ~hiob tho oo.pitaliato f'onr moat nnd whioh they 
'"" o.lwnys oooking to undol">>iino, Sir:!ilnrly it io this nopoet nf' the trnda . 
uniono which tho· workers o.ro moot. pi'oparod to ciofond o.gv.inu t.. o.ny nttmnpts ot · 
tho baurgcoio otato to dootroy thoiz $fg_nnizod atrongth. · 

·:,. 
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!n the """'" way, tho labor loadcrohip is not only tho ropresentO:tiv~ 
oi' the bourgeoie mode of production but alae tho militant leadership ~lai-oim up 
by thl' t~msa movement. In this sensa, the labor leadership ropreaente the~ 
social mo"/omcnt of' th1:1 mo.aaee agninot their o.lionAt;Jd labor, ropro$aonts their 

, crco:ti vn un1 ty in o.ction, n.nd t.hoir need to o.pp:roprio.tc t.ho inotrumehtD of' 
production in tho all-sided wuy t.;hich, atl we bavc ohown, io only poo~iblc 
wlth u cotafilotoly no:-1 modo of productic.n.. ' 

Tho trade union lco.dcr3hip thcroforu hna o. dual cho.ro.ctor. I~ io tho 
nclminiotr'l.tor for tho co.pitG.liot modo of production but U. mo.into.ins it~ 
hc.·ld on tho mc.soao on~y through tho aocinlt politlcal and oconomio gc.ino which 
i1.. roprcoonts to tha-Ul!laoca o.o a rouult"'Of po.ot atruggloa ruid o.o u. promiao of 

. tho futuro. 

Tho Roman mpororo could not dov.olo? 11 modo of' production vl1ieh t."ould · 
givo employment to tho prolotnriat which hcd known froc·labor. They had 
therefore to give thom brood and circuooo and a political cmpi~o in which they 
could aorvo as ovcrlcrda. Tho t1•a.do union bureo.ucro.cy. prioonor 'of tho -alionniod 
lc.bor of en. pi tuliet production, co.nnot op.t.iafy the much moro doQply root ad 
yca1•ningo c.f ~ho modorn prolota.rio.t for a.. inodo of production in w}:Jich thoY can~ 
fl'oaly exorcitJo their nutu.ro.l and a.cquirod pcnrora, It muot thorofare o.ttctlpt'· -
Qy ~11 forms of ucoi~l progrums, e,g., tho health, oduC~tionnl arid racrontionnl 
pi"ugl'Ulila uf tho ILOW'U 1 the reli ticc.l prograi!ID of tho CIO-PAO~ tho progrr.m._. for_ _ 
nwa.gO inoroa.ooo with~>ut price inor!lo.aoo 11 of Rout;.hcr, tho wOlfo.:ro fund.o of' Lowio; 
to jUlltify ito londorohip of tho worko'"'-o All tho oocondury nopocto of tho· .• 

·¢aery oi' tho prQlotorit>t., tho labor loadorohip con tncklo,· all mo.t~rinl noodo. 
' it co.n oook to ont1ofy, but tho bnoi.a- hUC!11!1 nood in. tho prolotnl'iat·· ti) opproprio.tO · 
·.the eociul productive pcwora ir. tho lnbor .. proooca .itooli', .t}lo.t .tho,trado.uniom ·· 

loO.dorobip cn.-.not toolclo ao long no it i'uilctl:orio·ao ·Cin iritogr~.l)r.rt. ·or thac''· ·. 
tro.do \lftl.on m;.achinacy buil-t. on .tho oxiotir,.; ooda oi' production. ' 

It is 1\ typical misconception of. ol·rula ·ooviet.y-tho..t. the re:.l u~!~e~~t'-1~::_·.-
ity or men io not to be round in the labor prooepe but in pursuit•· outside oi' 
it; 1n religion. art, politico, literature, oto, Whon tho bourgeoisie wa8 · :. 
revolutional:'y, thi• cll)Jla conception of the divl.eion oi' l'abor 'between leisure 
aotivi'tieo and prC~ducti.ve aCi-ivitias ·was for :·O. br!.et' period B\\bOrdi1iB.t.ed_ .iri _tho 
common otruggle of the bourgeoiaio ,a.nd the w6rkarp for' nfrec enterp:ise11 :·O.wf::·· 
vigoroue induotrial dovelopmont. But innoroot in the wogo lt~bor on ·which . 
CCipitaliet production ~D built ia the ideology that•productive activity is·; 
_merely o. ineano to Oxiotonoo ro.thor ·.tho.n the f'irat nc:coooity' ot human .exiatenco. 
?reductive activity, in othDr wordo~ i~a· ccnsidor~d in bourgooio· sooioty to-bo ... 
lnbor, 'o. moans t'O a:J.tiofaotion of ncodo o.ncfbot n. h~ood. Tho shortening of 
the working dQY.hnD boon regardod QB o. mcun~ whoroby ~he worker could ho.Vo ~ore 
houro to hl.ma olf outoBo of production rc.t.hor then CIS a mcO:na whoroby hi a 
productive hours could booomo more humnn. Yet produotivo activity io tho . . . _-,'."""' 
diot.inguiohing cho.ro.ctoriat.i~ of tho hUilltln opocioo, nnd to .unloouh ouch productive: ·, 
CIOtivity by dovoloping tho o.ll-aidod individut~l in tho prccoss of production is · 
t)'lo objoctivo or tho oocialiat rovoluti<n. · 

_ The lo.bor buroa.uora.oy cannot ta.oklo tho .ooaont1a.l queotion t,f the 
·tllhumtin o.otivity of mnn in the lnbor proooao, bceauoo to do thot it would l)o.vo 
to roprosant o. mora human nnd .thcrO:rorc moro productive mode of lo.bozt, ·.'. In Otho.r 
wol'do, it wouid hD.vo· to poao tho oooia.i · rcvolut,1t.~n to -tho woi-k:.m:~, ·not noceai:!a.r- ·· 
ily or oyen primnrily aa insu.,rocticn.-but ro.thor •• tho solution ·of all. ooncroto. 
doy-to•day problome in a revolutionary monnor, Un1oso it dooo thio1 it muot -
romcin ooni'inod within tho bourgeois ideology of vot~lth nn4 povorty in mntorial 

'terms. ' · 
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The. trade union loadorahl,p ot tod.:Y degenerates 
mnohinou like tho capitalist po.rtios ot :yeaterdfY beoauee tho n•••eaali.t:y 
olutiono.ry devolopmont ot produotion.whioh ia now on tho order of the 
rosts not with it but with tho objo~·Uve noeila ot tho oooncm:y.rootod in 
workers· at. the bonoh, Unloes ol'll of tho oompoting politioal maohinoil :\o of." 
rovolut1ono.ry oho.ro.otor, it mnkoo rio onoOntiril dittoronoci to tho ~orkor3 in 
tho o.otuo.l pr_ocoaa ot produot.:t.on. EOaontio.Uy, on.ch would have to o.dminiat.or 
tho eli on modo of produotion no did hio prodccosooro oinco onch io tho prioo110r 
of thiu f'rc.mowork, ' · 

But thoro io ono big difi'.oronco botwoon tho oapi hliot poli ticiano and 
tho l.abor ppli ticiano. 'l'ho workers to which tho trcdo union politician> muot. 
o.ppoo.l a:ro no_t the imroigrnnts nnd disporocd nrtionn::~, moc,ha.nica· o.nd lnborora 
of tho 19th nnd carly.20th conturioo, · R~thor they arc highly ~oncontrotod, 
crgc.ni£Ocd, a.nd, dlucipllnod. by production, rind they have c. doop yoo.rning l'or 
oocic.l cho.ngo. Therefore, to ca.pturc tho nllogio.noo ::md v"otoo not only of tho 

.worka;rtr in hi·o- own induotry but of tho nc.tion'o workora, nnd oven tha.t or tho 
potty~bcurgooioio, ."- labor poli.t1cian.lik~ RO'..ithor 1111,1ot·put forward a comprohono
ivo program for, .a llow Deal o.o did .tho bourgooio p_oli~ici~ Roooovolt in an · 

·. ec.r~iar period, : Rou.thor 1!3 porfoctly nwnrc tha.t. tho.WholO movCmont of industry 
io in ;tha direction of 'moro 'mctrcmo oontralization .ot,capiti>.l o.nd uocinl~zat.ion 
·pf la~_cr, . Hq i.o plu:yill!l hio political.Bardontith this in mind, But no Marx 
pofn~od o~t .il! !ll,o :mo.lyoio of !lopolc~n III, what ·~~poc.ro in ono porio<l no 
~SlZ'e~y~ ·: 0 ~~ ·. mlABt .a.ppoc.r in _i te ~tc.ti:::n c.a frSco:l, . Tho Juiloi'iuo.n wo:rkc:ru ho.vo_- _. 
gott.pn .. ovor 1;ho ~h9ck of tho -1929 dopr.Osion .O,rid the ·rolat,l.vc pMsivity whi~h ·. 

,mcdo·thcm rcooptivo to Rooacvclt 1o Now Deal. Routhor may atop half.,...ey, 'l'ho' · 
Amor.ioari w.orkors will not.· Any mOVCI:lont lfhioh would pbco Routhor, at thci ,· 

. hco.<\ of :tho .no.t~on would .bo tho rooult of ouch n oslf•!liobilization o:(''·thil · . 
. ;na~!.on's .wor~er~ and 4UOh an attomP.t to. rid themselV.eo of ~l?e whole alienation ' 
::of',.oapit~liot pl"cducvion :tho.t, tho. labor bureauoraoy would. ~!t,her be . . . 
a CO\.lllter·~SVOlutionary di~;t.at.orshiJ? ag&.inst .thC!II Or D~Oh a f!JIIlbling: and 
ion._ns .would '"'1-ko,tho ~mpoj;onco of At.le? in Britail', ~.ook.'liko ouporb statss~ 
Dlan_shlp, · 
"I ; t:~. . . . . ' • I .. .". . 'I : ' ' i . 

. . ·. So: much daoa tho tro.da uni.on mncliinerJt. corroaporta to tho alienation , 
. of capitalist. prochtction. ij;oo~r, so eharp'io. the: coni_radic~ion.wi~h~n'tho · .. ,;·' 

tro.Q.o union o.otivist be:twoon l'.ie- role no roProaoitta.tiVc Of' tho sOoia.l'movanhitt 
.of tho prolotariota>d hio · dutioo as rcprcsontntl.vco of' tho on pi taiiot modo ot 
producti9n1 · ~ho.t it io' r,ta~ unoowa_on for_ 1:oho tro.de .~nion' mili.ta.nta w!to: holpod _.~
f'crm ·tho. OIO l.n.l9,6-;H to bo r~tu.rnill!l to their :b.onohoa ·or to ohop otcwardbhipd, 
relinquiohing ;their pootu to_ ox•AFotL loo.dor:J~ ·!'rofoo::~iona.l:-·)nbor lco.dOro~ ~- . 

. -lo.\lyora, otc.. They. nro aomo or tho mo.torio.l from wlrl.ch tho revolutiOnary · 
·loadorohip of tho noxt period will oomo, Tho tho~rctical nnowor to their 

. probinga, o.e it io tho !UUJWOl'" to tho probingo of nll lc.yora of oociety, Jo in 
., tho undorotanding of the o ooin~ movement which brought them to loadol"oh'p iii 

tho mao a otrikos .·f 19~6-~7, ._ ... 

· .. '. Every mo.j or atrugg'lo by tho workorn io a struggl~ to lo'p 'from tho 
r;anlm of noc.oooity into tho realm of freedom~.' Whori 'tho otrugglo io. ovor, nnd 
the gaino hcvo boon cr:yotcllizod '11) hig!>or wagoo; ;ol)ortcir hours arid .Union ·, 
socl.trity, it O.ppea.rstho.t th'l oaocnoo of tho moVOI!I.ont wna not tho croa.tivo 
onorgtoo oC tho caoooo bursting in tho ooamo. ~t oapitalio~ociaty but rathor 

· .. tho concreto ondo nohtavad •.. 'l'h~ OIO, howo.,.or, coming 'l.n d period ,whon portio
ulnrly .in tho United Stlltoo, 1!11·1nduotrio.l. revolution wao :taking j>lo.oc; Whbn " 

'tho llholo world .... o.gitatod b:y thu barbarioco of .. onpitaliolil and wb<in nw donlo 
: nnd 11"" ooc~d ordoro woro part .of'· tho contol, onvirontlont of oyolj workor; 

still·rotaino ito ·rov<lutionar:y contont,in tho' oori.prioa·oi\ tho workoro who 
· 7p~rt1o1patod ·~n its t'OI'll\Dtion. 'l'hoir· hoctility to tho ~n!io.~ buro~uor11oy io 

.I 

·-. ,._ ' ' .. ,_ .. /: 
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an exproseion of their dsto1'ml.n~tlon not to alloir tho OIO to boo011e • routiQo 
oppendage to the capitaliot mode ot production, Ao tho. bourgeoiu &nalyat 
Pnt&r Drucl:er hao pointed out, it i.l! this !'evolutionary content to thelr 
unions •hich makes tho workere today pro•• upon their leaders to tight it out 
rather than to negotiate, In OOdenco, tho OIO wao ~ social crusade, an attempt 
on the part of tho American workoro to ria~ to their historic doetiny and 
reconstruct eocioty on now beginnings • 

In tho battloa to dofond their uniono which tho workora today aro 
nnt:\.cipo.ting, what will OI:lorgo ie not merely a. dofonao but rather tho organic 
revolutionary tondono1oa of tho working cloaa, united in action, to build a 
n~~ accioty. ~ Lenin cncc ~~id: q~hcn ~ ~orkar dctond~ h!e oountr,r; it ig 
tho inatinot of tho. opprcoood man which opoaks," Tho union todoy io for many 
workers their "notion.' Their dafonso of it. will be their fight for oooial · 
liberation from all opprooaion, 

" In a backward oomi-foudel country liko tho lluooia of 1917 ~<here 
poli ticol pmror """ for cod upon tho prolotarint by tho bankruptcy of tho 
ti~ bourgcoioio, tho proletariat had not had the ch~noO to mature oeOnomic~lly 
and pclitico.l power wao tho framawork within which it hod to ouporvioo tho 

. 't)QUJ"gooia _tciohnicio.ns: ma.nngo%'8: ,ot,Q. While .dOVOloping it,D OWn cnpacitica _fOr 
appropriating tho moano ot production in 11 lu.mla.n wo.y, Tho rc~olution: dogonorat.o& 
in Russia es3ontially becnusc tho power wu ta.ker. awo.y. from tho wOrkoro _und -
tlio prodoml.nontly poaoant masoas did n.ot hove euf'f':l.ciont<.opportunl.ty to dov~. 
elop humnn productive oo.pucitiooo · In o. country. Hko thO USA, howovor, wh·oro 
.tho bourgo0ioio bo=•• or th.e nboonco of toudo.l restrictions and ito ro~o.tivo 

. strength vis-a-via tlio root of tho world, has boon 11blo to m11intoin nn · i"poe~ 
.ing politicnl front, tho invo.dl.ng ooci~ll.ot· eoototy ho.o boon eating away 11t'. 
oo.pitaliem .in tho procooc ol' pro®~tion itoolf, 'rho politico.l rovolution mo.y 

'·Mvo boon d6layc'<l-but when tho prolotorint ool.zoa po-~or nr.d in' ito .. revolutiono...-:r .•. 
• .unity rido itself of tho m\lc!< of ngos,it will be rovc~lcd in nll ito oo.pno1t1oo> 

aa the only to~oe whioh will found. aocioty compl.otoly anow on tho bo.oio of·-·· ' 
tho univereo.lity of mono 

August Jl, 194? - Rl.a Stone 
,· ,, 
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tho Jolmaon-J'o:oeot tendtz>CT .111bm1 tted to tba 1946 Oonyention ot the · :.,i~ 
l·lorkero Party "" a 111pplement t• ouz' Americ&ll Resolution. ~be •~ ·:~~ 
trc.ct deale vi tb the use ot the procram b)' the party. ::j 

••l!r***••••• ,,.:,1 

~he (~o~ ot a four hour dey and o. fiye dn;y week should be 
central 'slogllll b)' \'hich the party bring• to the masses: 

a: its COZ1Cl'ete conceptions of 11 ioc1Bli.ot order 
b, ito i"""'dl.Bte atopoogap for ecy maaa unemployment 

tlw ..• 

~t the w~l<era .i.l.ght not immediately accept 1 t 1a JOOt &11 argument 
~nat the. slogaD. Ita ai~ificance is that, not bel~ pc;e4 merely ~ 20 h~~! 
a. week:, it ~¥-lows tho part;r propeg&lldl.atically to rlli~e all questions ot caPital-
1st ••elations of ·p:ro(lu.ction, end coneumptlon (leisure education, for higller 
producti'Vity, emancipation and equality of women, etc. I 1Z1 concrete terma, under
atendllble to the workoro. 

. At the oame time, Section II of the ProcrM et>ables propngl1Jlda to 
rovolYe aroimd tlle oimpleat end moat immediate o:t·is111es, fighting the high 
coat of liVing, tlt.e rttltse.He ot Amanc- ;;cldic:-:;i etc .. 

:rhe mer<i road1ng of the program mu:it 'be an education for tlja workers, 
~he progri!J1l Bims at maldi>g concrete the workers resentment agllinst tbe bloody 
cbaoo of conte~o~ary capitalist flOC1ety and linking the struggle for immediate 
deilllllds to the need' end the conCl'ete 'Vision of a 'ciY111zed life for the >IOrking 
claSs. · · · 

:rhe prog>"am ·at ·.tb.e .,..· time· must. fortify the worker egsl.nst the 
Spe.cific. cB.pit811st Pi-Op!:g8lu1~. ,Dr the· age; 'the··incessrmt · iwuw~:ri.ug into :the· · .> 

worltera 1 mind that aociallsm and planned econol!!1 meM tot<jliter!nnl.om. For· 
this, tilDOD& ·other r08ilono, ·t~e progrRll1 ,;mphasizes alwey-s the actiVe interventiD~·,_ 
o:f the masses themselves, the1r ael:!'-acti'Vity, their, self-mobl.lizc.tion, as the 

. em'bryollic !or=ji'lon under "":pital,iom of the full demOcracy of the >rorldng e.lasa ' 
whl.oh will in time unloose their full creBt.ive po""r end sai'eguard.. them ·l!!glli<>st . 
tot'aliteriilniam of Oil!' kind,· Part II of the.progrem gives the. immedillte conore.ta 
en• for struggle, It can be changed and supplemer.ted ns the concrete ei.tuc.Uon 
demands. · · 

!!'he program, b)' ·conetently e"'l'haehing the ait1Y1ty of the workers 
8a n SOCial force in the ~~Cess Of SOlVing GOCiel problems, makes· the workers 
grasp the conception not oaly of socialism as plen1V for all,, tomorrow or in the 
diatSilce, but of the self-mobilization· o:f the masses todey as the need and dut;i' 
of the working claos. leading inerl tably to vi.olent aocial rBYolution tomorrow. 
Thus, the working alas& is made to see uocial reYolution "" the inevitnble end 
of its 1>tt. not only to win a decent life but to substitute its own Mtivity 
for tho tyrallll!' of capl tal and the buroDilcrntic leading strings of ita labor 
lieutenants, (i! 

:rhe progrem does not hide the 1<\ea of revolutlouary action or eeok 
'to smuggle it in as some discovery to be made b)' the workers at tho lBOt mOIIPnt.· 
Addressing itseli to the militant workers, it guides tteelf. end attempts to 
teach the wo~:kera tbe truths of oOIOII!Wlism Slld the methods· of socinl revolution. 
llct to do this 1s to de~· ~ur whole anal)'sia of ·~he epoch end to oreato llll 

.imaginary workinc claas which 11t thio atag~ !.a unable to produce sufficient 
\!Ork:ere who. are able to understand f'rom the Workers Party the harsh truthe of 
1110den aooieQ-. · ' 

. ,.-. . -"' .... --· ~-,.·. .,_·. 
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!t'he pal't;y·or tbe 'illllirl.llual PA!'t:r mem'bor dOe~ not at all times wider. 
all cirCUIIIotBIICeo advocate all 11cUono or all aopeote of the program in the 
'""" YBY· The acth'ity ot the illdlvidllal party ""mbor boll been, is and al~o 
will 'be adroit reapo11oe ,to a OOJIOrote eltuaUon, !!'hero will 'be ono reopciiSe in 
the daJIIOcr .. uc UlW, &IIOthe., 111 tlle bal'ellllCl'aUc tliN, yet another in a period of 
quleocene,, still oo...,t!:ll.ng c!1fterent in a por!od ot sharp crloh, vnr;ylng ao- · 
r.ord1ng to tho atreJ:JBth ot the Wol'!l:ort P~t;y 111 the xmrtlcular 81 tU~Ltion, .l"'d .. 
innumerable other qualificat1c111 and ""'c!1tl~Uono, Eut in .thia epoch, tli(Jiarty 
pre .. , the general propft&&llclll., pampbl.eta, spesi:heo, education, etc, oet•'the 
otrategic line of ~he pll.L'ty' s oppro11o0h to the vorkli>C claoe and arm the 1li41Ti
dual party member 1n hl.a inc!iviclu.ol approMb to contact. in tho ollop, The eame 
etrategic line, appearing in tha pl"OOB with fi~t'bllity, ,fil'IIIIIOIB BJid 1.~111iit7, 
st!.mn-le.tee th!! ~rkere to bring to ~he partl' or .t.be iJldirldual member the!ir .ob- · 
servat1one, enq)lirieo, anc1 even thelr doubh about the 'policies of the Worker• . 
Party es the party of eoc1al revolution, !rllua, tho very sobriety Blld close · · 
attention to tha 4a1ly bllelneso <>f tha Wlion, vhich must d1otirijl\1leh evel';r 
party member, should form prec1aoly til& w~~&e b:r 111>1oh the .ad:VMOod wrk~ro 
vllo read the party preoa will be driven to raise with the Trotsky1teo ths· . 
probl.ome o:t the social re?Olution. 1'hat ths Worker mq d1o~ee ohould 110t. 'llli
duly trouble ths party aotiviuta, If the ..pooh 1e vhat we sa;r 1\ lo', that ·dlll
.~aa;r,sut ·;or-ill ta t'"~ad to &ts'"l"6ViUOat ~~·~hi Oii,iiii .0: ino~;:.aa1n& ~bars.,. ~t 
is imperative 1a tha.t the Wl'k~ro, ld!ile .. reapectil!l; u. for. 0\11' dey0~1gn Qlld · 
resource in our ~117 act~y:l.,y, should la!l>w what 1(8 at!Uid for, .not !llerel:Y. :tor . .a. 
vorkers goveZ'Illllent an!l r>at1o.naJ,irat1o!l, . bilt :tor tho self'-activi.t:r' of tha t10rkere . 
011 the road to social· :revolution. · . . · · : · 

lt the ooc11!1l r.w,olutlgn ie liot poeed, the oonata.ut ellll>lulsis of ths . ·, 
party iipon the pr·ooent ba.rbariam Blld the coming destrooUo11 of our. society~ b:r :·: 

. World liar. XU, can orily .load tbe'wor)!:~r· tp an attitude of hopelessness or a .. ,·.··::c .. ,·."'''-'.:·; 
belief tbe.t these '~~'~~.401111 prqblelllo o.an. be solved. ·lV parl111111entar:r· or 1,10n.: . '· 

. stitut1ollal me"""; ·In neither olloe does :.he feel impelled ,to Join .the rtJYolu-. · ·' 
. t~Ol!""7 p!\>'ty, 01\ t)1e other !l$ld 1t is tile bold noa1ng ·.of z'ovolutionaey ooc1Bl.;, .. 
lam and revolutionnl';r action wblch ·me•ts t~ instlnctive d.~oireo of th<i advMo!lcl' · 
worker, pierces ~hrougb ths shell' of bourg<~oil ideolt)gy ani!. pulls him tcitard : · 
ths parQ-, · · · ' · · · · 

. April 8, 1946 ••••••••~!~'•• 
. ·, 
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.Int.ro~uc:tion 

Tht} Johnson-Forest tendency he.CJ written Jna."1Y resolutions and articles 
"'hich fully document the political and Organizationol d~r··oneration of th\3 WP 
sinco its esta.blishmant in 1940 as a result of the oplit from thA ::;~·lP. This 

1 
article :i.s not nn o.ttem,t to ndd to tho political nraont'-1 which hac boon produced 
anC. which o.ll can rend ir. auch ~cumcnts ns: Bnlr.nc..Q Shoct: The ~~'orlt:~rn Pn.r ~y 
ll:!!£ th~ JOhneon-Pore:;t T~?n§&ruur: ~ducotion, }2"...QJL'3lm..I!Qo. ,nnq ~f:i tf'l.tion; OUl' 
Resolutions on the AmcricM Question and on :Building tho Ar11•ricmn :Bolohcvik Pnrty; 
etc. Our PUii.JOGe her~ is to give 11. det~:.llQd history of or •• ~ brnnch of tho 1'/.P, its 
Philndelr·hin tJPction, in order to daoonstrnto \othnt r.ctucl.ly Mpponcd to. tho pn.rty 
na n \'thole during the course oi its dev"lopml!nt r~d d.lsintl3grntion. 

In,l940, the lendl':rship of the l•:P,Nld the membership, l-roro priml'.rily 
concerned with the control problem of our ·mov-ement cincc itS inception- hot-r to· 
build r. L1ass-rovolut1·:m;'-r-J p:..rty in Americn.. For mrmy yolJl's f\fter, it reme.ined 
11 c~ncern ~f tho comrades trhieh ,.,ns never rcaolv~d. From convantion to convention 
of the !\'P, from one ~O.ct!ve Workers' Conference to :mother, from p:trty cri:ds to 

- pr..;ot:,o: criSic, this wn~ tho qu.cstio:-~ w_hi:::h 1:."\da Llll t>tho:-~ D'tlbord!n..,,ta. The geriel.~,-~ 
history of thG pr.rty 1-.ns bvcn pln.ccd boforo the movement on .. mora the.n one ocaneion 
during disCU:sGions of this ·r.nd ott,er questions. 

Within the liP. Mtione~ nnd local progrruns of nction "ere drnim up 
-Md reviewed from time to time, but still the pro'l?li~m remained tlit'h them, as_ it 
dcies 'tdth us- lto\ot to recruit l'Jld holP, l'!Orkers in th(;l pr,.rty, ho'\'t to pcnetrnte 
into the mass workill€ clo.Bs mover:~ent with revolutior,;u·,Y idcn.s and 1.IJ'!Prez!l UP.on 
tha l'IOrkers tho neceooity of building n revo~utlonnl;Y p,.rty ~s tlie }na~rup1ep.t (!f ,. _ 
thCir libero.tion. IJ.'Mt 1a !b!l p~oblem for this genc;rntion of revdution!'.ries;,. , 

· iine. at tllo s!il:le . tice it is the ncst difficult of solution. It Cl'.nnot be llhswercd 
qii!IJll.y b'J tcking pen fn hand ond referring to our mstorr., but it is ·esr.ontinl · 
thnt we o.p!'rOC'.ch th~ p:roUlem wlth tht1 m&ti1od o~. Mm·>:.- n.rul Ti·otsky, nnd.'ilot \'lith-
the rJethod of petty-bourgeois eopiriclsc_ :md iJ:!Pi'eflcionisi'J. Above nll, i't . 

-·L'tlQ.u.lres patience nnd. fironess Cllld "· resistanCe to P.ll ·tho spoke~oan of despei:l-. 
~d nll the see~ers o.fter 11 now ,mthods." The toolB hnve beer. sup·,liGd by otharB' 
who· ci'-..LlO- before us •. It is le~t for ua ~o npply thor.t .. corroctly. 

This detclled hiatory of· one bl"JJ.llch Of _the WP. n study of its develop
ment, its pl~obleos, ito r.~ethods o:f l'tork, nnd ·:~n evnlua.tior .of thnt rrork, uorves 
to concretize tho different theories \·thich VP.rious conrndco llf'.Vt) offered o.s cx
plrelo.tions of our -:failures Md o.s oethodo l~n.di~g to oo+•1tion. In such [', study 
it is possible to ob::ervo how th·~t different 'theories ~ctw.'..lly ltorl>;;cd out i'n 
their practice~ npplicntion. Pnrticubrly fo thiB true of the Philndolphin bronoh,' 
where nll at;:ngos oi' the ~1P 1 s d~velopoont ttero .shnrply delinoa.ted co.rid l1horc vo.ried 
cothodt of ptll•ty buildine; ""'" ecployed. li:. 

£1({'. In tho study o:f this ono brllllch wo cnn soo tho Movocont fron the . 
tt'C propngondn circle to tho factories; fror:i the fnctci1•ies to tho probloc of recruit-
~ff-. .::·- ing ,uorkor~ nlong the lines of Erber's 11 s_r.lt"~l oo.as pr..rty 11 technique; fran tho 
~')!: rccrui tnent of wor~etos to tho probleo. of intcgrntion nnd the cntnst:rophic loa a 

~
~· ..._ oi· virtuD.lly all of thon: n. oonooquont rco!lssion bnc::k, for o. tir.1o• to tho proP"' 
'_··:· ' '.,. Ill!. n~da circle hnving contact only w1 th petty~bourgooio ;adicnls e.nd t:ten bo.clc to 
~::~ · '-tho fcetorics in c holf~honrt.>d mnner. l(e nee here tho onthusie.sc of tho initial 
·•
1
'· \ • ·effort ond tho growth of discontent nnd disillueionnunt. All thl'.t the pnrty 

~;·,~ . '. ·,. 
;li~.·:~\;. 
!( •-'-•'· 
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ezporienced nationally, and more, wao aloo experienced by thit one branch, lt 
could nlmost bo cnlll)d n 11 cmJB history."~. 

Tho proble~s o! 'the pPzty are not primarily thoee connected with the 
m~~ni~ioal functionine of ~ org~Jlizntlon, 1mpcrtnnt no they nre, such ns tho 
n~J\l\t.y of tho orgC".n!zet•o or·the lending comr.U.tto~:~s in the loenls, or th~ smooth 
1\\:.'~~:.:n:i.ng: in the ccnt.or, or even the question of forces. Rr-.tht>r, th~ central 
pc·ob:c·m of ),>arty building io tho moat highly politi~rl ono, inoepnrr:bl.:,o connooted 
wH.h, nnd n pr.rt of, tho vitol politicnl queotione fr.oing the r:1overnont. In fnct 
it is t:1o <!lOst il!,portnnt of nll nolitic:!ll questions. Any criticiccc of individ
u."\la i:1 tho cource of thia r~rticlo, trhich 'h".r its very nt'.ture must dor.l ,,,itll in
divid~s to socc extent, ~a~ be ~~derctood in thia context. 

Tho ~xticle will contnin four ~n sectionG - the very titles of 
l'thich l".rO n sw.m..._ry of the hir,tory of the P~"~.rty: 

1) Th• Propngon~~ Circle 
2) Into The·F~.ctorias 
J) The 11 Sr:1r~l !-laso Pnrty11 

4) The Reckoning (Loss of l'rorkers, regression and the lnter 
re~urn to the fnctorics. 

The ·Mecbership nnd activ1t1eu vf the brrl'lch \rlill.be docwr.onte~ ns nuch ns possibl~ · 
so th."\t tho oovE!Dent J.."'lElY stu.~ trh.1u motion picture of n. proecs;. of ecvclcp~cnt. 
qnd diointcgro.tion. If t.·o co.n g<> forw,...rd iri nny wcy ,..a n result Of this study, 
the nrticle ~dll hnve served ita.purpor.e. 

~ P~op,ng,.ndj:l ~ 

11 In the la.st anr-oJyais the crioio is n senrch for n. wt"~ out·. 

' .! 

The p!U'ty is seeking,r. """ out of tho etQ8llntion ot tne pnat 18. · 
:nonths. l~o- one reported nny succesSes or _nny "-'~t:Lej~!'c:tl.oa ''"'·~'" .·"· 
the previous yac,r. nnd, o.. hn.lfl s \fork~: ~The · 
relieved only 'd th blnck. 11 ("Tho Roots of. •~· 1o ....... n~. 

· J.R. Joh.'lson, 

The Philndalphi~ soction of the SWP wno 'tY:picnl of r.ost o~·the 
bra.nchen of. the thea l"..lt! ted party, · 1 t WR.B engnged in the usun.l · type ·of l'l'OJ:I!\ti;~ll.dn 
wor:lo:· •,J!lich cllnl'n.ct•:;!""lzod our r.ovel!lent nt thn.t tlme, T~!i\...._br,.nch n.nd yout!1. c, .. :L1a;Ln<'n 
hr.<i i>. t.ctnl of nrr•ro:r.im,taly '50 msobere, of whicl:. somr 3.5/loft to fern the 1'!1' 
r.i'ter ·tl:El cplit. 1fhe .::ntirt! SWP groUp wn.s coT.'IpOsad ot:Pctt"y bour~oOie intellac·t::.. 
Wllr. \·Jbioh l'ms nloo chr.rncter~.atic of tHe porty o.n "· na.tion"l sc:U.o. Tllo locnl 
'\'10.:3 highly politicr.l, its odu.cn.tio., ~1 \'rork '\'ltl.s on f'.-vary high l-aval, tmd its 
ncti vities p!U'allelod thoAeol the· no.tionnl Dl'li"·nize.tion. ItB only peculic.rity 
wns thc\t n better then 2-to-1 M,jority ~ed t:.':en tho pooition of tho ninority 
tendonoy in the. SWP. · 

The .cnr.>pnigoo of tho liP o.nd its. youth r.ection o.ftar the eplit cantered··· 
. nbout the onti-''ltll" and nnti-conscription tiCtivity of the !'"·rty. It• conte.oto and 
sycpntldzors, ro.nd ita ontire pariphery wns Of the snr.10 ganerP~ socir~ conpositinn· 
n.s the pnrty i~tl<'lt'. Wa vte::a rccruitiJlg• !l.t loast the· youth wac, in llour O\•tn 
itl3t';e .. n ~h.:! 11 st·t\·pr.tion11 which "'0.8 one of the cnuscs of the split 1mo ir.. no 'fP~ 
re.tfolvcd by the c,~t.r.blislu-:1ent of nn independent orgMiza.tion. Internall~,, the 
pn:ty brcmoh v:nn o!'u•rply clividod by n fnoUonal fieht letl ,,~. t"o of tho party, 
vet~1·ans. The nc,.rconors could not diooovcr ~rh.'\t the issues l'rere nnd '\'IGro inoliiiod 
to ·u1ru1a llparr.om·.l "!. tioo, 11 .The feud wno oon<for:med ·by "the· Youth org~z:\.ti'?n "1 th ( '· · · 
tho broo'lue stnoor:l•Jnt - 11A pll\f,'UO on both y~ur houses.• Actually, tho very Old.at- .. · 
BUOe Of O'J.tJh C\ f1oroe orgnniR.D.tionn.l. divioion. \'thOro ilo clo,....r 1&9\\0B \otOrO pl'OBO~t·..-.~ . 

.. ,./· _, 



wan i".<lloative of the unhoalth)' atnte of the branoh; an 
p·;~~·, •)l''·~~t :f'"\r.hion or the a.t~ezapt to "seok a WtlY out. 11 

expression in a aome~t 

The branch ~as engD&ed in some neighborhood work in a Negro a~ction 
of the city \·!here its nnti-\'rar propngnnda wno warmly received- but no concrete 
r·_ .. ultc uer~ o~tained in the way of nctive pnrty sympnthizcrs or recruits. Tho 
3'<l1'.tr. cc.:r.ccntrntcd its efforts in r~ t:o!'king class section of tho 9ity '-:h~ro its 
p~· ... 'Prtt:r-ndc·. \'ll'.a mrc nnd m:Jrc hostilely received. "'ith the C.!Jpro:-.ch of the \omr, nnd 
flr.r.UJ.y the YO'lth l·m.s virtu:llly chased out of the o.ren physicr.Uly, H0\1cvcr, the 
yot:tlt section l·ra.s fnr nhend of tho pnx:ty in l'l.dopting r. proletro.ri.".."l Md ic.ctory 
orientr.tion. 

Thic first yenr of the ;pn.rty' a .life \'TnD ch'\rr..cterized b:r extremely 
!'li&h IJOr."'.lc rnd enthusincf.l, 'l'he co~f\dos 1·rere prepr.rod to rnnke nny f:r.crifice 
w~1ic!1 tho pn.rty rcquceted of thetJ. The Politicitl Comr.dttec of t~le 1i'P recocnl:;::ed 
this br~ .. .-·1ch ns. by fn.r th.J beet in the country rnd commented. fr .. vornbly on its 
work more t!u-n once. Outside or.:r~,., York it 1·rns the lnrgcst· br:mch o£ the WP. 

J.not~1er c!lo.r~.atcristic of this period trl\s _the P~l:X)st total lnel: of 
recruitint;. T!1o usunl p1'..rty '·Jorlt: of distributions of the p!'.per tmd of sooe.rru.blio 
m('atinen were cro.rrif;ld· o·.1t, but t:he pnrty t·m.::: lend.!~ nn eeec~ticll~~ :_o::li ... !llcgi"'.l 
eA-i stcn:::o in yrepl".rntioa for tho expected ht\rn.ssme~t whon the wnr brol:o out •. A 
b-oe;iru•irig ltns ~.de in the turn to inductrir.lization, but only n. begi~:mipg~_ 
Prncticnlly the only nddi'tionc to the brn,t?.ch wer.e 6.comrndea llcolo~od11 froc -"~' 
lie, York, nll )'Outh. In .tho first )'enr or two· of the pnrty 1 s life, 17 people.. • 
droppnd out, 12 of trho<:l hr.d been me~bers before the split r.nd \-taro he .l!::ind·-1·rhos':': 
sepnrr.tion fron tho pr.rty represents no seriqus loss. Throe Y'(?uth J?C.Obcrc;'\'rore. · 
lost. nnd. t\'tO. of the rP.cruits to t!1e youth" org,...n1z,.tton, l'ihen the next p!lriod 
·l:iegit..11, the'l"~ l•re're nctue.lly onl:t 20 Comrruleo in the brn.rich, nnd this f!~o "~O:B 
tllso deati:nod. to be cut by seVere losses i:'o the nrr;zy~ 

Thus begnn the '\~1'. Its 11 dcoocratic d..Ynr.lciso11 proved- to bo nO substit-:~·-· 
uta for t~ 11 buren.ucrntic oo~noervn.ttac11 o! the Sl;'P, so ··tho first of t:1e solutic:ls 
W~ts oi'forcd- 11 Into' th9 .h1nctoriea. II , 

. _ittn'to The Ff'l.ctoriea 11 ' 

Tht: l\'P -lendc!'ship l'.nd nerlberehip rc:coe;ni~e'd th-'lt_ 'it trt'.G iDf!oscibla to. 
build o. rovolutionnr:; ~.rorlcing clnsc pr'.rty wh~n· the pr.rty i teclf 1·1ns p1'1Ysicit~ly 
s~t:E"..ra.ted Md itlolnted froo tho prolotnria.t 'nnd its nr.oc orgt;l.tlizo.tions. Thoy 
~t-;Ur!lad to 11 \·rith t1. 1'1111 to -end th.'\t isoln.tion nnd to begin tha 11ork ·of pnrty 
bu~lding. Th~ pl'.rty r.s r. \ttholo fnccd tho problen squa.roly and a.ttO.ckod 1t head on. 
Tao pnrty nonbore lind to ponetra.te the Wl~on ·uovonant in n p!-zyosicQJ. sene a in 
.o•·der to bo,;in tho work of politicnl penotrntion. 

In n veey brief spr\qo of tioa nlnost avery avnl.lnblo co1.1r~.do (lOt n 
Job in sor.o fo.ctory, including sore of tho 17 who dropped out durinc, t:us por~od. 
iron tho sunoor of 1941 to tho sunnor of 191f2, whilo tho party wno dovolopint; · 
speed in tho 1nductr1<•l1znt1on progrnn sooe notable rocruitr.~ont took plnco, In 
this.pecor.d )'onr, tho pnrty recruited 4 pett;y'-boure;oo.ia )'Outh, tt/0 of 1·rhon 1n-
d".lstr1C'lizcd thansolves, Ono Negro_ youth wns rccr~tcd nnd ~ wor.!cint; clr.ft~" _ .·. 
~Ol:.th, T1·10 1·/0rl<oro Joined the pnrty rmd 2 other pooplo Joinod. Of thooo o€) . 
c.1J but ona lei't tho mvonont r.ftar lcso thnn n yenr1 s cenbcrship, ·son~J of co· 
r.1rclninr; for onl)' n fot•l T.lOntho, :S)' the >rintor of 1943, only ono )'OUth >rnc loft. 
~\·a ulll ceo<; bo.ck to this 11boxscorc 11 of thu pnrty l:'lenborshi:p.ln.tor in t~1io ooctior.' 

...... 
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~ autmun of 1941, the PhiioAelphia section of the party presented 
thu follo>tl.ng picture. It ""'" composed of three brnnches of nbout 10 members 
e~ch't One branch was more or less a. 11 youth11 branch whiCh concentrl".ted 1 ts \'Jork 
in tho Konsine:ton a.ren of the ei ty. ,.,hich was mentioned in the previous satltion · 
of the nrticle, Their P.ctivity included the holding of public meetings, the sale 
of tho pnper frol4 door to door nnd the r.nti-wnr llsticker cBJDpr'.ign.

11 
The .,rork tra.a 

pc.rfa:.·mad in o. vigorous fnshion but furnished little re"mrd. A Eecond brl".nch 
W:lS pl·i!n....rily concerned. with 1 ts .,rork in the pnrty concentrntion point o.t Fo.ctoey 
n:a11 n.nd t1i th the building of n. forum for o. ~e\'! indu.strlr~ contncta. H~ra, too, 
everyona was confident nnd enthuainat1c nbout. the i'~turo of .the pnrty, r.nd there 
,.,as no probl.em of getting pOOlllc to do work. The t:.hird "'orrnch 'tms doing trork in 
n liegro neighborhood. but Wi:'.D mnldng llt:tle prog!"es~. TM internnl life of tha 
port;; '1"1\\S relatively pen.ceiul, the diccussions of politicnl questions r.nd the 
gonerr~ politic:U level of the po.rty wns still high, All felt t!mt tho pnrty 
was on tho rand to renl succeas. 

The nnture nnd topics of the internal educ~tion were still of tho old 
variety. No real chnnge hnd tcU<en plnce in this llSpcct of the life of the mc.,.e
rilent. The mo.jo~ity·of .contt'.~ts rem.."'lined our- 11 tw1ns 11 from ~he point of vii:J\'T of 
their interests o.nd· oocilll backt.'1'ounds. llu.t some progress could be noted in the 
gJnerol direction or the porty 1s nctivity nnd work.· Forur.w nnd·clnsser. wore . 
held "'·hi.t;h. wero pr!nciprJ.ly for 1nte1•nn1 cOnsumption, "'lt.h the a;;;:ilaption· of- tho~e ···.•·•··rc-" 

. hold 1·y the Induotrinl brnnch and tho· occnaionnl.forUJ:lo. conducted by tho Kenai~!&'- · 
to:> 3rn.'l0h, A rlQBs distribution of the paper at the •:s• 'plnnt >Iris ccrriod .out 
reculo.r!.y, but there wel'e .still: no aubocr~ptions. Moro ond. core cotn"r.dcs 
gett~ng into industry, The. turn hnd definitely been ..O.de end nou the 
worked imd t~nited for the turn to bring the results which nll co1n:rrcnon•Jcy exp,licl~eli;~j~f 

In tho "ll"·plont, both comrades 11ere .activo on the orgoJlizi.ng cotu:Po 
.it·h~e, una waG el-.. ~l'!!ll'.n of the. V'llunt.,ar Orgnniza'ra. 'f- ~~oat .. which ho !?anti~~~~. 
to hold o.fter h• hnd been fired for union nativity, he other coornde '""·" n 
meobar of the youth >1ith. no union 'experience, "hi'ch >rnc nlso the usunl thing for··· 
our pc:.rty at tlmt tina.. The entire party wM.c<;n,,~e.rned. >rith tho. ·'of 
the plnnt, but no nctuul pnrty wo1•k _.or· oontnatinc; ~·;t\i.'O.onp. ,,-We .t:rer~ p£t.rty . · · · 
ln. the trr..do unions bu"J \'tO \'te'ra not\1rorking m ..tl.ljl.P"·rty.~ in tho trade~ uni:.,n~:: 
ti'o didnl t knou hotr tc:, instead, the urifon work· becnno r.ll. ·inportM.t, Tho plr.nt. 
coria Cloce to t\ strilo::e in the. inll of 1941, nnd out of our \otorlc ~uring this · 
crlticnl. period cnne the fi,et worker recruit, At the nooting ·on the cti:-iko . 
i&tt~o ho r.ll\de n. 8pec.:::~1 ngalnst the .,.,ax', celliilg upon tho \·~rl~ers ·to roJ.ly to llthEf 
g''eator Wfl.r of la.bor aBcJ.nat capital. 11 :Bot.h of the pn1•ty coar,.des ltere atlt'.zod 
by the speech o.nd the fp.ct tlmt sUch n "orker hnd been under pur very noses 'rl. th

. out 'ever coning 'to light. He Joined the pnrty with littlil persuasion, but. left 
inn very fo>r ronths after being fired·fron the plnnt, _One gtdnod, one loct. 

EmooRion .!!! E!l!:liY JWls 
In Decel!ft>or, 1941, n :!:".>ll tice p!'l'ty orgr.n!.zer wns sent to PhUnd<ll!1hin'.''•':J:; 

which wno still considered by the port~ ·na one of its boat sec~ions. Oocrnde 
ll"opor succeeded in pullillb tho party together into n nora. sroothly ·functioning •· · 
or,~.c>izntion 1 stepping up cnnpnic;ns, expolldill€: the. distribution of tho P"<lor1 

n.'1d r;ivill(; nora direction to the industrial work of tho po.rty, 

The report of the City Cor.u:11ttee' issued in April, 1942, contained: 
the follo~:int: ow·= of the pnrty1s c.ctivity.nnd pro(lross: 

( l1!JTE1 P.o.ronthationl. roco.::l<o tn the following axtrr.cto nre Dine M I,M,) 

.. ',• ,' 
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"The pnst throe inontbs m~ be aummarhsd "" i'olldlt~i: Thor~ 
has been n lllll.i'l<od·upsw!ng .l.n cur most illl]lo~tant field; !iithio't.'. · 
rinl \I/Ork; .'BUT one 01~ tho moSt 1niportorit ·.elilinents of uur "10rk, 
the l·.ork of the bronch~s ns such, hns seen practio!llly no in
prt~voment. 

"The firct industrinl conference ~<ns held by the party in. 
Harch, The discussion nt this first one WllG goner!ll nnd ex

'plorntory in chnrncter, but it indicnted where to~ further. 
Th~ I:11l.in noint !or future Conferences will be a d.1 ccucsion of 
HOW (ver:r- concretely) to,put fortmrd our line in the vlo.nta 
and unions, in convero~tiOn· nnd speeches. 

"Meet!!"~::: of the pnl'tj· fr-nct!ona hr~ve b.:en ht:ld at lcnsi; 
once a. oonth nnd nore frequently in the cnse of tho no\·t concont
ra.tion poir:.t, nt 1'W. 11 · The lO:tte:t• is the best orgnr.izcd, but 
elsa requires the gre,.teot suporvlsion by the City Industri!ll 
Director, consisting of inexperienced conrndcs (o.bout 6 of the 
yo11th llnd c;otten jobs in this· plnnt, not o1.1e of t!le!il being over 
21 years old). The other t\·to groups }'l.nve not org~ized tb.er.lselvea
in tha snn.e cnnner, this bein~ lear. hcceasn.rv in.- the ri~~·Q of. the"---.·· 
11ll" group o.nd the ne" ohipy'li'd frnction (2 peopl'e in o; snali · 
ohiyy":"l·· 1·:hich wns designr.ted · ~• ye.rd "P11 ). • 

11Du.ring the lr-.st three wontho, three _c6mtideo lt~r~ r:'.ddod -to 
the rJur:1ber of those .. in induStry • in ~ddition to· tho so \'r.ho ttoilt .. 
in previouely, ilut the pr.rty ho.s by no nenns rao.chod itp nilxinum 
in thls raspact. Thare nre 9 •· 11 othera. including lroOon~:: trho· :_ 
nre still cnndidn.tes for~= induotry'jobs, or shoUld .bo, 0:£. •· .. 
those, .5 - 6 nra nctivuly louking !Ol' ouch t:llr~ploymont~ Trul'rie:r.t:_;, 
period should soe Mother lull:f-dozen'or no plncsd," (It did,) :· ·•·: 

llll'he driv-e on the_ 11! 11 pl:..nt h."\s bean the high :Po.tnt; of ·our.· 
1nCllstri."'.l work, both froc the out aide !\.L"ld insid~. T~1a_. follo!llng 
was done: First, tho L.A. distribution e.i; 'the plnnt >rc.o rnised·.: 
to. include tho entire 2nd ohift, 800 po.pcrs being uacll >iaeJ,J.y; 
At the ocu:>e ti,., >re bog•.n nttacrJng snocio..l ler.flots to ·the pnpe''"·: 
.,.,e thon stnrted n opec:inl..Eieriec of t:';.tiole.s on ·tho 11311·-pl~t .. in-: 
L-A. i Cnch pnper. for the pf'.st 5 - 6 \fHeko !li1.s been dintri'&u.te~ · :·:. 
with n spccirl lenfle~ plugger fOr t.he· series ,.r,d ;-or cubn. The . . 
result hns been tho.t L.A. he.o' bct;Un to nttr,ct fr.r no~e e.ttention : 
o.nd oor.u:1ent !roo the \'ICrltcrs on n. \·lidosnr~nd ocr..l~. .hrc~ subs ·.:··· .. : 
to L.A. h'lve so far resulted from the dlotribution, Poot-cr.rds' .. 
are to bo nttru:hed to the next 1soue in the oxpectr.tion th'lt now. 
nnres >rill be nddud to our contnct list, (Thera >tore nbocilutelY.·. 
no l'.ns\'tera~) This hno becin r. IjQra consis~ent :pror.1oticin Cr.:!f:1paigrL 
for Cllpi t<U.izing upon the distribu.tion of the po.per thon hns • · '.· 
boon dono nt nny other conceutrr.tion plr.nt 'in tho country. ·(It· 
"'"" the best plnnnsd CllTijlaign of the period r.nU lad to nogliai blo. 
results for the pnrty,) 

:1Bes!des thece cu.bccrlbors, R.t lep.et t,,.,,, other worlecru -~.4lo · 
been brou.:;ht closer to tho po.rty through >torlc in tho plr.nt ond 
in the uniOn, and nre notr ~ood l'osr:ibilitieo cif recruitnent. · 
(T!lis did r.ot ::mterinlho,) After li yer.i-s of '"'rl: r.round this 
plnnt, Wtl nO\ol hnvo uoro live D~ contllcj;a · thf'!.n ovor boforo 
nt. th1~ plnco, 

., .. ;, 1,.,_, ' . .-' - . : .. _- . ···' \ 
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11At -the 111f0 plant tho ~rk h onl:r in ita initial at~~&eo, tho 
ootn'ndeo being minly engMed in eatablhh1ng thell!ll&lTeo in the . 
pl&Dt Slld. in the· wi1oil', For· the proper developmont of thia trork, 
and early atnrt o! the pr'oJected L.A. diotribution h nn absolute 
eaoential, not only for gen•rrur propagnnda but especially for tho 
securing of party contacts, who con be nppronchod directly, 
Thera is only one such now, (A worker trho had boon fired from 
"ll" and wr.s thrm n :pnrty contnct.) In tho third concontrr.tion, 
in ship, good t~ork hn• been dono in thio smnll locnl, but thoro 
are no li VO pt".rty contnCtD • . . 

11 0n the bnsis of tho work t~hich the city orgn.~izntion hne 
been doing in the >thole pr.ot period (not only the pnot th1•oo 
months), O..'td conGidcri;,g tho direction in which the l'.Oi'k. is mov
ing nt the present timr, tho bnsis is undoubtedly present for 
vor:r fruitful "ark in the coming months nnd for recruiting, >rhich 
is n!ter cll the ::o:t d.cfir.!~o woa.sur!r~ a~ick of succesoful 
ncti vit:r, 11 

It is necessl'.ry here to interJect n. !e~! comments on this t'.Ctivity of 
the pr.rty, nnd the entire 0:S11 situntl.on trhlch >rna destined to be the subject of n 
great ~eo~ of discussion in both Trotekyist pnrties nnd·nlso in the CP, nnd later 
at tho first Active Workers Conference of the ·l'lP. On the question of the fnilUrS · 
of tho press cnmpnign. which wer• cnrried out w1 th such poJnotr.kin{l' Cr)l"e 

· cision I. >rill not 'bother to moke nny comment other thnu to refer the ronder 
the docUment by the Johnson Minor! ty on Educn.tion, Prop.cg!lD.Jia; Agi trtion, . Dlld 
vnriolls othGr nrticles \>Jri tten by the proponents of our tendency in. t:r.o course·. 

the lest· t>ro yanrs, Suffice it to sn,y thnt many· "orkers nt tht!t time :"!~::::~~:~;\,\.~ L~A •. •lith the union Jl"pers Md l1te::-nture which >me distributed during' 
izin&. campcdgn. It i"ililed to rench them in r..n effective mi:tnner, t>.s is 
by' the :f'::ct thnt no more thnn r." hnlf dozen subscriptions "ere obtrJned .in 
"cour3e of 'nll tha ~rork in this union. The only pnrty conthcts n-o.de i"n tlie --··--·
of nll tlle'trork prncticnlly presented thet>sslvos to the pnrty, The porty mo•"b.<ir.i! 

·themnelvcs .,,~rc alffiOct completely concerned Only l'Tith the P.C.tunl trl".de 
l\tld ·the ·t\'10 older rnembars who were active in _the tr.>rk l:.nd visiorie of tel<:1t<g 
the locnl~ TJiar~ 'ffi'! i;QO rouoh clos~ ·eollnbOr.n.tiOn" ·~·iit!). t~a trr.de union bulc•oo"""~.·:.:; 
cro.cy o.t various ticos which did r.ot do the pnrty nr~ goad. 

In the orgtinbntionr.l strike which finnlly took plnce in !~oy, 1942_,. 
tho tt~o po.rty cacbers nnd the only native conte.ct were pror.1inont in tho otrike: .. 
lender ship, ell threa beir.g on tho ·strike cor.tr:li~teo, !!i-ro >tore 'plnced on the ·· . 
·coci:dttc·a 1medir.tely and I was put on it nfter n few dnyG ·or strike P.Ction, ·.,In· 
.tha strike, the Cen felt .the tie .bet~teen the p,,I.ty nnd t~e burenuOi-ncy, r.t··lcnet 
bet\'reen Cocrride A. nnd the U."lion functionnries, rutd '\'tare resentful. r:rheir critiC-;.> 

: ~B1lS l·terc thr.t A •. 11 cpends too ouch ·tine in· the office nnd ilot ·nn the picket line,·'~ 
etc,, rl though they o;rep.tly respected his ability nnd intelligence, The otrike. · 
itself did not,· receive the support of the nntionnl wll.an, which feared our in
fluence in the loco.l nnd becnuse it hl\d nlrendy (;ivan sorothint; of u no-strike. 
pledge. 

The strike wns not orgnni:ed by tho y..rty, In fact the fro.ction was. 
opposed to it, but it wne forced on the locnl by tha conpnny nnd wno U.'1nvoidnble·;. "· 
Tho genore~ conduct· of the party in the strilce, despite the mnny errors in strnt-o'.: 
e:;y, l•!C.C e::o.::c::wlnry, with tho entire :pnrty nob111zad fo~ £1.ct1vu help in ·the' · · 
It wns tho first strike in >rllicll 11P nocburs nctunlly pln;yod.n londint: role. 
Oonrndo Shnchtcnn was i.n the oity to lend inviuunblo r.sobtnnce rmd it •:rno he··• •ho:YiiT<~ 
1nuiuted on frnctian coetinea during the strike , >rhioh .ro olniood· trr.s 
~ec~o of liaited tico nnd benouse .the party didn1 t deec it .rise for co 
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aeon in tho compaey of A, (then a kno11n Trotoky1at whereao I .wi10 .'net).. !rho paper 
waa not dis~ributed fer fcnr of ·h)ll'ting the strike, t~hich tho.· pomp,ucy. had labeled 
the work of a 11 small group of radicals." Contrary to the .crfticiomo of tho SWP 
"",r the CP at !hat tlma, tho strike t~no not 11 advonturiat1c 11 on ·tne-imrt-ot-the 
WP 'ahd would have been <>Voided if "" had found it posoible to do so, 1·Te did not 
le~d the."locnl into the strike because we f'U.lly recognized that the time \'ISs ilot 
op~ortunc and that there tra.s o. otrong likelihood of defeat. Our mistc!cc ~Tas ·in 
nt;·t· knowing. how to end it witho11t complete defeat. Hot only "'e ·'lid not-kno\·r how 
to 'do· this, lr~t the CP lllld tho union bureaucracy t<ere also ~tump.cd. 

In the course (1.f, the strll:e itself t1e became fr~endlY wlt,h r. bl"Cn.t 
many of the rrJl!t3nto, influenced them nnd the conduct of the strike, ~~t proved 
ir..<.:npable of ca.pi tf'lizlnc: 0:1 it for tho adVl'nto.ge of the pnrty. -The ~trika lias 
"lo·st, the nt.riic.ors. fniJ Pri to get bn.C:: to wo::k (inol\ldin~ th~ last pf'..I't;r person 
left in the 'plont, ll\)'oelf) tm<l >rith it >t<·nt tho t~ork >re hnd put in, lTotl)ing 1111a 
left. 

p·!, In o. sense tho party hl'.d 11go.I:lblcd0 on the succesa of the orgo.nizntion--
, .. _,_:;· (.~ c:n.mpa.ie,n of the Wlion, n.'"l.d had dP.pended on 'thi c too h..:O.vlly c-.t ~ho a"tpense of 
t~:~'J conCentrnting any effort n.t oll on party work ('.s such. Th~ U."'lion•s :ft:dlure 11ris 
};1~·'. -· accompanied by the failure o:f the po.rty to mo.ko u. ... .y gt~~nc other t!lrJl those of 
~;';···· i ;;..>:;:.:-".·. c~er enca. 

~~·.:.· ·· In tl)e dovelopment of nr.; ;.;ty such eXperiences e.s thio ore bound. to. 
ill''·· · occur. Tho rhythm of the cleso struggle even in " opecific situation. e.i'i'ects the· 

~'}~.·.U.;· porty. It is useless to discuss >that the ·policy 11 mit:ht. hnve 'been" in thic uni.on: .. 
1 .·:-~-~.The· dcve~op!lierit hGre. could ho.ve submerged My grOUp .ns srr.rJi· aa··oUrs.' -Uor :lA 

~ .~_.(' _. innd):niooable to concer:tre.te· th.a "'ork of pnrty members cc.mpl<:!iely-;~on;~·~"'~t~;:~:;;~£rr•;f~1§ ~ ... "'.' .•• ~.·.:.:.·.f,:·f·'··.··;' .. '.:··· .. ·. ·· ationnl drive to tha exclusion of pri'"!'!'il;; poliiticnl worlo .in a 
~·. .l!ut it did provide an e:cc'ellent .. illui:trntion of he neceas~ty for 

:-'of pt,litich.i' (pt;~.rtyj "'ark \rl.lih uniori wgrk ns ~ essential for the' ".'''~':'"'~lg ~i,T<~·: ___ -~ party. · 
~1~;~(-;·. ·._.··r ·.-

"'5''·'-." · Tm result• o! the,yoe.r's >tork, from 'tho suirumr of 1941 to· the. summer. ~;~\·/;-"., :of 1942, ~ y(:nr mnr)ced by s~oth relntions ·,.nd efficient ~.m~tio!dr~ _ incido tha-· ·,· ::,'.: 'c' 0'' 

~
f.''''. prirty, wtis- in· \he lontr~oge of the ~IP, >thicl] concerns itaelf oo.much •·lith the. 

~
~·.·· .. ' ••. :.:· ... ?~.- ·... ~' coitc.r·~t0 11 

_- e. bit;. ZERO. l1o ho.d fn~led -.to -~-9 any perr.1ru1ent it!J.Pr~cBion l·lher"C! . . 
~ . ·it mld!'.nt moot.-. in the union movement. In realitY, l.lO\<tcver, the exp.e.t:".~onOa gclncd;· 
.,,,. "·>Ills nbr.olutcly inve_l\lll.bla· ns "prelude to the next period,. !l!!te pnrty ·Juo.d begun .. ': 
}:·: · to get l. ts feet. Het in the class struggle, 'rutd tho ptl!'tinl b"ptismnl tre.s en 

~.~.~.:.:!: . . ::·::,::~;:;;.:: :~ ':'~:·:,::-.::"!:o::~·;,;:,:--.:;::::"::"::,~ 
~ ·Of subscript1ona or contncts nt either plnce4 nt cost n·hnlf-dozen nt both·~laoe~· 
f:.:.~~.!.:··.-~~.:-:.· 'despitEJ· the coneistcnt distribution of thousMds of pl'.j?Crs, ,.,ack niter· t·~oEll:., . ThG . 

, . large fro.etion of youth nt 1111'11 h.~d doclined due to tho .ilr"ft and to the fnct thnt · 
,..;J: some of the" left tho party. A no" point of induct1•inl >~ork >~as becun >~ith.the ' 

~.?:(:, plncemant of Comrl".de A. in thG 11 Cll ahi}:lynrd. but h'\d not -yt•t developed int_o Niy-
~_1..· thillB for the pO.rty. lTe hnd now pa.soed through a·ur 11 infnncY11 in thtt union mo•ie-

:. '< .. ~'. mont, oo to cpeolt; and tho l'nrt.y oettlsd' do>m' 'to· thr, lone, hnrd t;rind of >iorlcing 
e:J. •:;:-<. ) in nol'r pl,:-.cec l·Ti th the bonefi t of th~ ekparience e,nined cd; 11B.u The aoorndeo were 
~~ _ _; __ : still' enthU.ni.ar.tic, still no active nit ever, but .'the strnin l-tl\9 boGinnine;- to tell 

i
. ~.•:;·· •·· and tho oloughing off of val.'icus elements bega.~ to trlce jJlrioe, !rho. pnrty cora · 

(;; .;- ·. """ h:lrdoning ond soce \lore b~ginning to think, ·to quectio'>, to 11onder t:hcn tho 
..<\: \. · reaults 110uld come. "llhoro were >tO goin&1 11 . 11Hott long >IO>c1.d it t.n!toYII :But nll;, 

~~\0,J~3~i?,::::: :~ ':t,;:~,;o::·w"..':l.;\::::~ ~~.:~:~., ,,..,._ 

.. , . 



~~;:-·· .. ,:·.:---~!~~~·:!:~~~:r:~l~"1i~f~lli:rra~~:::n~~o::::~9rrt: · · penc"' of 
, lls it not be&UJI eloollhare, Just .to in. tho -1111ion waa on~~. 

be in contact with thoo worlreu '"'" felt to be out':l'ioient va·ogreso, . 
bring resUlts, That '"'" tho temper of the com•ades. 11!rhe worksrs will 
aoon ••• u · 

Intermei2o 

The entire preceding period ~·ao one of lntencivo and extensive activ-
1 ty on the part of the party and high morale for the moot part. It yaa a period 
of mesa distributions of the pa,er, the beginnings ·of our penetration, in some 
fashion, into the mass mov6mant through our \otork in the trade unions. ·Strange to. 
relnte, the eo~crete results were actually negligibl~, but the initial enthusiasm 
had not \10m ot!. Those who reJ!lllined worked (:Ver harder end bore o. terrific load 
to meko up for the loeees in °dropo• nod to the arqy, Never before l~d the.pni.ty 
worko;d eo hord for ao long a time, w1 tb oornle remaining high despite the lack of 
lnattng rcsul ts. · No doubt acme rea.c;tion hnd. s.et in, as e..""tpressed in tho n\J.J:!ber of 
people >r:W dropped out, but it >!no not deep-grained and the next period snw " re
vivnl of trilde union wo:rk - the first meaningful r~c:tivity s!nco the 1113" f!nact -
and the mcmb13rahi:., felt thr.t its long period of 11grooming11 hnd coca to nn end and 
thu.'t; no\'r the harvest would be l'Gaped. 

In Jo.nunry, 194J, Comrade Erber \'Tas sent to Philadelphia ·n.s or~zer>-
!rhe branch lco.derohip and "ember ship hnd been decb.:>tcd by losses, but n good· 
~y eomra.d.es ~-!ere !n i!ld..uotr:r ~"ld. •th.;ra ;;arG some GVOd pt'Pspeci>s for ·grO\'rth'.·-~·~wci:t·" 
hlld one comro.d.a in ench of tho three lnrge shipyards in the nroll, ono in c. Sl!lllll 
UE shop, two inn acall shipyard (yard "P") and n fc>r in 111111 , !rho prospects.''"''. 
wer& not blcl'k. · 

In the winter of 194.3, the oornrnde in 11S11 yard recruited the 
wrker to join tbo party,. n renl. proletnrion 11 rebel 11 t<ho hoi been movillg .. 1 ~~"*:'d/;'~i\."". 
the Stolinista, ~'"s bro~on from the~ and joined our pe~ty to learn about· 
fight for aocir~iua, An ex-cocber of the party, the Negro youth who WQS ment:lotieae[~!~ 
previouol:r, """' ~~so workillg ,tn tho yard - whioh 1"/l'..s then beillg organized 
was still frielldly to tho jla.rty. Trhough hie nnd our o"" CO!:lr"de. we co;D:~;;eil-t:o.:O!o',_:•;'j 
orgnnize C. series of. cln:1sea in the principles ·of social.lstl 'tthich l·niS·n1:te!l1d.ed. 
n holf-olozo.n Negz•o workers fror.1 11811 , .!rhe class ended >11th no recl"J.its coc1Jng_.nee 
e. reoult ·of the 't·:ork. Tho rrorkers Who hod a.ttunded sir,ipi7. recained l:I.Ore 
s~athetic to the party~ 1''e ·failed to ranch then oi ther "" Negroes,·""' wolt'k;O'r~. 
or as Negro workers. The pr.rty applll"ent.ly r.nde no icprecsion on thee. 
t1v1t;t during th·J >rl.nter included the continuntion of the l!lnsa .stril>Utiolite 
the· various ynrda and "t ·11W1'. The nunber of subscript.iono i11crenoed Sllg!lU.y,. 
not to any startlir.g degree, It seeoed thl'.t tho "ro~.d" to n rna•s party 
·ret10.inad0und1scovered. 11 • 

During the sprillg end aucner of 194), tho piU'ty egt:!in tried to brellk 
out of its holc.tion by con<luctillg " series ·of forucs in a decent Ju.J.l undor the 
auspices ot Lnbor Action, ~ey fAiled to aChieve their objective despite the , 
:f'act thnt the party did have soce workero attend froo nnong the oontnch ""de in c· 
shipyard llpll ]iQrticulnrly. Later in. the year the comro.da involved in the I•JOrk in· .. 
this Ytl!'d, . )>Y now n popUl&r leader of the >reldars, wns involved in " stl'U€gle .wl. th .: 
~a la,dership which expo nod hie to n red-bni ting onmpnign rnd the persecution of ·. r 

the co1:1pony. He folded under the presRure r.Jid quit his job, Tho party found it... · 
necessary to discipline hie •nd he. waa suspended. • · 

Agnin lhe !toncrote reaulte of pnrty nctivity in tho cnsn cevocent 
seeced non-e:dotent. he po.rty vo.s now floundering nbout, seeking som trey of .. 
ooncreti:ill& its wrk in gaino t~hich 11cennt socethill(l, 11 thll~ is to •"Y - rocru1tn:· · 

';. - ' - ~ .. 
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In the tall ot tho- ;year .: cln11 wan organhed :tor a· niuo'ber _ot ;routh 

comrades whioh succeeded 1n b~ingl.ng thom olose to the party, At the se.me time, 
or sbo1•tly thereafter, a new s1 tuation began to look promicing - tho work: in 
sh\j•)•ord non. l!ut this belongs properly to the noxt section of thio article, It 
i~ neoes·sary to atop at tl-J.s point and take at cock of the party's progr·na up to 
thio timo, . It was b;y no meano very encouraging, The picture was ot11l ''gra;y," 
but this tl:me it ws• relieved b;y _white, the peysicel presence of our comrades in 

· the _maca .Production· industries, . · 

1-'.· 

.A 'box..;~!:ore !.:'! tho p':n-ty :.oa=barah1p from Mb\)1 1940 to Jnriuary 1.944 
would have looked oomewh!<t no follows: 

!lru!lborshi_p 

Original Membal'B 
(including thooe added in tho firet few months) 

Worl:er llccl'Ui ta 

·Youth Recruits 

6 

· ·athere 

2 

-Colonizers . 

15 19 

l 2 

l 5 

0 :.l,, 2_ 

0; 

... 
6 

-~ 

'-

·Total 2l . ·:30 . 

. ·:Inoluded in the above to.ble 'Wider. tho "dropped'; oolumn are those comrades vho 
not coma bock tO' the pa.rty nt:ter being dis_cbarged. from the armed !o:raes' •. 

It 'miebt be wo:rthvW.lo· to analyze briefly \~t the above bo:»-aco;-e 
actually. rep:recenta fro tho pnrt:r in terms of the !.ndiv!.duc~a illVolved, or the 
total of 51, at loaat 27 to :JO lmd gone into industrl' at orui, time or another~ 

(The facta completely contradict the rllega.tions made. by Tz:otsley and tho s\lp in.· 
the course of the. 1940 fight tt.at · h.e ·follows:ts of the ib!norlty were •nt:rltid to 
pl•olotc.rienizo themaelveo," Just Cis they were ·aomplet'ely in error in their view 
tllnt tho liP lfould cn:>itulato to oociol pa.triotiam, ~ese people wantoil ~o build. 

· n revolutionnr--.t pnrty moro thtln anything also in the wrld. It trne their oJilF 
'conoe1·n.) 1-!n..ov or tlloso who trera dropped nloo indUstrialized therilsolven. lfo 
Ollll eoe horo thnt ""'re induetrializntion or the comrndes, ple.ainc thom in fnotor;., · 
i>s, ~;as not n eolutlou. Inductrinli~ation is by no menno the equivnlont, but -· 
only r. pr.,..condition, for the proleta.rianhetion of the pc.rty, that 1e for tho · 
aonplrto idonti:fieation of one's own .pereona.l tuturo with the: fllture of the pro ... 
leta.riat Nld ~ revolution, ilnd -tba· conaaioua adl!erence ~o a rovolutionnr;y per-_ 
spaotivo,_ without llhl.eh no partr CNI be buUt todllvl · 

( 

i . 
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Almoot all who were available tor ouch >mrk followod the narty'a 
orientntion,' willine1Y. o•· ot~er>rioe, but mciat wit!i a grent deal o{d&(,r and 
JJ.:;;: !l:opeo, Almost ru.l >rno droppod out remained friendly to the party and 1tli 
iC .Jus wd !ltd not broW:. Ol! ·!)ali tical Q.\testions. They let·t out of o. f'eel!n,g of 
ho~d-:.w."":.thss anti dosprd.r '::ecnuoe tho party 1\id not consc~.:>,lsly eitdow. thee 1dth the 
vision oi' l'.Jl actual rn~olt:.tion. Soma may have lacked t.:1o utnr.:in.'\ neeeos~· tor 
th~ st:ru~;loJ. So111e so•;e?lt a. peruona.l escapism of oon:z 1d:trl Ol' llthor. But, ., 
primarily thcyleft because they coUld see nc point nn~ could derive no sntiafac~ 
ion from tho continuol struggloJ. Hero, too, the expurior.cm of this ::ecticn '1.1cro 
only a mh•ror of whn.t wo._a ho.ppening thrpughout the pn.rty m.tion~lly. The counter
pnrt;s of our people could be found in Gvcry pnrty ser.tior.~, a:td they ~.cted in the 
saoe fr.sldon, responded to the e:n.me prast'llrcs nnd were cubject to the nnme skept
ici€m, cy~iciam lllld. dicilluaioiu:.ent.. I~ is proc1cely here thnt He C{'.n see holt 
eae<ntiret it is thr.t the party consciously tench dialecticd :nnterialisc to all 
its members. Only this con give them logicul .hope. · 

I ':rlll nttampt to sketch briefly what lnppenGd to these ;0 people, 
dividing them into groups \-:hich form "no.turr.l entegorles': in the pnrty •. T111s 1a 
b~~ no necns t!ll ro.tter-9t nt o. paychologicnl probing of each one, nor ic this 
ne~cssro-y for the purpose-a of our stu~. In some of the groups we \-till a.Jll'..lyze '· 
juat one_or two individuals ns reprecentntive of tha entire· group •. TrAce nre the , · 
people \\.·ho l·rere dropped: ,.. .-

"Old-'.i'imerg11 - In this group is included nll. those people \1hO hC.d. 
btitm ln the Sh"P or ito youth aection for some time before the split Of 1940~:.·: 
There ·nre 7 people in tlrls ~oup, some of whom hnd been in the party for ton 
yel".l'S, ancl one of \IThor.t \'!O.s the founder of the Trotckyiat cover:.tent in this. 

All \'JOre pe_tty-bourgeois, but only one could be considered an n.ctun.l ~:~:::~f~.(:,~·N~:;~ 
th~t i~ one l·lith Mbitiono to-do some writing, etc.· Three of• then\ "' 
thatlselves, but not \·Tith n foelinli of-permnnence •. All neven of them •o.u<.u 
adjust t!lellll'lelves r.nd··theil" personal lives to the nel't oodo of party life 

tl vi ty. Soma Jll!!y hnvG succtmbed to the pres-aura of th11 \·Tor Md n des:~.~r:o~~i!;:E:!~~!~j protec~ion. but this is_not nn iopOrt~nt factor ~!nee it .wa~.only ~ 
of tho.lco.ck of perspect.ive which the oovecent hc'ld for them. One, chose 
as n core meBrdJ18i'Ul nnd. fruitfUl enden.vor, nnd. nnother t:ot··,.. job in the 
n:-ppnrntus which apparently go.ve her greater sa.tisfnqtion thflJl p . ...rty'a.Ctivity. 
Al~ of thoc !O£,'nl'd •the!:lselves as s;ympnthioers or· the pru•ty to tJ:is do;y; · 

"Clnss of 194011 
- This i~ a group of 12 co>:lrt>des who joined the 

oont in lnte 1939 or ee.rly 1940, Just about the tice of the ·split. ·(It ic· rlimo.J,ed . .':. 
thnt some Joined juot to be entertained by listening to the debates on tho Ruo 
question. As .to this ! cannot scy.) Of this· entire group only two rlropped out 
for ostenoibly .T)oliticnl. reasons. These t'\'tO ttere inf"luer.aed by the 11Shcrmoil. --:· .. 
Group" l·rlrlch o.x:ose in the yo•lth .of the 11.P nhortly o.fter 191f0, (Tho SherDDn .GTQp ' · 
wao openly onti-:Eolshe•il!: and clnioad· to adhere to the philoaopey oi' Jo.ho .De\rey. 
Bono of ito necbere. joined the prt;y <•f the Second International.) :Both oi' · the.se 
people hod nlso gone into the factories, 

Or the others, three ,gnt into the fnctories, one Of tThOJ:l beCilJ:le 
vol''ed ln the situa.Uon·.in shipyard 11P 11 and lrhoae oa.se was described. 'one _ 
in " governoent war plant· end in an likelihood w1 thdre>T free the party in order 
to protect himself. The l<~st of these threo wc.s one of the 11 oolonizers" sent. · 
froc New York. He ~ns a devoted end loyal ooarado, gnve unotihtinsl;y of his 
end r.10ney and worked hard. in the factor;y. Wl-.ile in the nrmy ho still rotalinod/i!ci•.:. 
active allegiance· to the part:r fo~ sone time, but grv.dually drifted nwo:r Md 
not return to the r!lllks of the party. · · · 

Ano~her group wao 
to pDrty aenbel"a, who wero in 

.: .. :' . -·-·'· 

cor.~posed ot four wocen ooarndes, t>To oi' thoc l:lll:~rl .. er,,·H 
tho pnrt:,o only n short t1mo betore thoy beo!ll:l:). . . . . .. 

_:.-
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f.·v:.:.: , 11 bored11 82ld. felt thnt tney tad no !Unction to por:f'orm. 'l'hreo ot them are aiill 
·:- r.!Ore or leas .. ctive ·~lllp!lthherp of the part)',., p~rticipe.ting in the. t.o.rk of the .. 
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J: ,. The lnst group is thllt of t1<0 patty-bourgeois intelleotuols who never 

hnd n eht~ce to aink their roots in the purty rnd the workipg clnss movement 
befo!e the draft cnught them up, e.nd did not return to the part~ nt the and of the 
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And final~ thoro we.s one porson, All unusual sort of intel.lectucl: tor 
our pat~, a thorout;hgoing Mar.r.ist in hie Nlt'.lysis of All problems l!Dd n profess
ional scientist. llhen the brDDch stnrted to move townrd the proletariat and his 
Jo·D fc.rccd him i:.o Ue E~Wr;r :from hO:::c for long :pAriods of tima, ha appro~:~.ched the 
part:r and indicnted tl'"'t he •m.nted to rosign, · He sr.id thnt the only trork thnt ha 
cocld c-:mtribute to the ];nrt7 ~rao to ti!C.Dh others. nnd his nbaence mdo tho.t in
poosiblo. In 1947 hi! WI)S still a Mnr.r.is~; still &Y"'Jlo.thotic t~ tho .pr.rty "nd. an 
active sympGthizer. 

group oleo 
For this oii~·i~e group 11 oimilnr analysis as·""·" given for· tho firot 

npplias. 

r.xouth or 1940'1 ... T~ls {io\l.y incl~e·2· t~e~ ynung people_ ".'ho _,.,ere re
crui ted shortly ntt.r the :l'omntion of tha liP. !!!<to of t:1em went into .ind.ustry 
but were erratic and could nat str.bili.ze themsel vee, All dropped out; .1<1 thin o~;.e 
or t\'/0 yeo.re. 

Youth Recruits- Threa ~owig students W.rc recrUited in t!1e win~or'o:t 
·1942, one of whom loft school to, ente~ n Wal' •plnnt whore he tried ~ ... .rd· · tc remein 
b'~t ho could not ·held hie jobs. l'n>on one. mel!lber. of this eroup, on'.,tremely in

. tolligent youngster, developeci 1-lnrlenito. idens Md ttll.S expollod, tho other two 
left \·Ti th him in proteat ttgc.inst 11 the burer .. ~crn.tic actiQn ol tllil purt;t• oild~:tho _ .... 
:~uppression ~.r d6r..ocru.cy,u It onl~ indto. .... ted tha.t; .. ~lw party lmd compl0tely_~ei'i:ed _. 
to convince them. of como of t!:e bnsic ill.eas of l!a.;'.r.il)!' th~ory,anci pcrty dis~pline-/ ·'"'···-~" 

.... 
Another """ r. girl .rho l•e.• p>•olettiri.M :,Y ·nntur~ cf' he·r io.mily· ba~ ... ,,. 

ground ond oceupntion •. She hnd an nctive intelligence end lenrned rqpidly, .but 
was deeply offended by " personal incident in connection >ri.th he,r ·nttondnnco e~t 
the Active t·lorkero Conference of 1943 nnd sqon after becnme coDpletely disillus
ione.d onol. l'eft, She felt thnt there """ no plnce for her i}l the pr!l'ty, becoming •· 
"'' native oY"'Jlnthher in the l"st ttro years. Probl\bly the only fnetor preventing 
hor fro, rejoining is thn.t slul is now n mother, 

.. Tho yoUD[; li'egro coornde, E. A., re'luires ""re tbt\n Just· r. few \fOrds. 
•He also wns recruited ao1:1et1co in 1941-19112, He hnd naturr.l intollectunl .inclin
ntions, but hll.d never before been "exposed" to Mnr.r.isn. He rend and. learned rep
iOly, and in " few months wns rending .t)le p)lilosophicol ttorks of Mru:x r.ni Engels, • 

. books >rhioh cumy of the olcl.-tir.ters lwl· never bothered to otuey, )Ia could.. easily 
have been trv.iried by the party Md prepared for· nn nctive role in the l.ifo of.• the 
pc.rty and the cnss Negro orgenizutions, Left to hinself for the cost pert by n · · 
pnrty which >ras, by now so T.IUCh concerned with 11prolatnr1Mizntion11 t~~t it could 
not concern itself with the •eooteric~ Mpects of l~.rxior.1, he developed r.1nti-. 
llnlshe'lik idoae, (SOUVlU'inisr.) in a sr.ort til!!!!, but ror.oe,ined friendly to the party .. 
in the pori~d iMediately v.fter he dropped out. · He went to t~ork in v. s.'lipynrd 
>rhere ho took t\11 native pnrt in the orgnnhing drive r.nd. 111\s instrunontr.l in 
getting contr.cts for ths pnrty !llld aubocriptions to the press, Hottovor, lntor on, 
in a nelf s1 tuv.tion (mother shipynrd whoro tho pnrty ::~ot hie ni:nin) ho netivoly . 
.,..,r\!:e<\ oari:Lnst the pnr~y t\11<1 drove conti\Ote nwny troc us,' He told theca contncts 

.. ;~. : .... 
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th"t we >rere tho 11 aame as tho Stalin1stn, 11 etc, l!e was prob.abl:r ths onl:r 'one, of 
ell tho so who dropped out of the organization, who bocnmo .nn ene'!'¥ of the pnrt:r. 
1\:,...,t b:ts ho~enod to him, we cannot 3q. 'But it wa.a obvious to all of ua tha.t we· 
h-"'C. 1()(' t; a. vCtluable pCTrsnn nnd no ono could offe:r an eY.j_,lr.nn.tion. ' It is for the 
co:.:.:-,.a.es to :reflect on thin one cnse in relntlon to the Nocro question and the 
l:chl:o throlom on that ~est!ou. by Johnson and Forect. 

ll'orl<:or Rec.IJ!.lli- In this cnteBOr:r are two poopl:r, A.Y. and :B. G •. 
A. Y. HnB the first wrker ever recruited b:r the party directly from n f<>etory, 
It was he who mu.de thC:I nnti-\m.r speech noted in the sectl·,n on the 11:BII ple.nt. 
Appnrently he 11ns looking for mo1·e thnn the prrty could. o!'fer him, 'but he W!lll not 
with us long enoU[;h for us to find out web nbout him. He remained only n. few 
n:ontho, nnd nlthough the pnrty oonsietently contEicted him during nncl atter his 
actual ~&mberat~p, it waa to no avail. 

13.G., reoruitod from shipynrd upn wo.s n fine type of •1rebol:' worker 
who wo.s desperntely seeking a solution to the problema of the >torking people ori 
other tlu.n o. trade union level, Within " month nfter his recruitment he '"'" 
drafted, He returned, a:ftel' seeint; the devastntl.on cmd mioery or the Euro)leM 
con~inent nnd felt tlmt 11 things were pretty hopeleoc. 11 He condemned trr.de union-
ism ns a. 11uaaless otruegle r111d o. blind nlley for the workera. 11 He couldnl t uilder
st!'.nd h011 n revoluf;JQnary ;p!l.rty could tek(' resiJ"ns!bility f<Jr l~ndi!l.g !!. trnd9. ·· 
union, us we l'rcre doing, nnd bitterly condemned La.bor Action as r?. po.})er \1hich · 
could onl:r contribute to thil illu!iona of ths workers, He frankly exprooaed . 
he wna more sYwf~thetic to.the ST~ tr~n·to us, because •they at lenst tell 
workers iih.a -~_rU.th end O})enly come out for ·soc1o.lism ns ·the on.ly anEwer.u 
through the campa1(lno in Europe he hcd carried lflth him c. copy of the "l'l•ool::lv 
People, 11 which he hcd picl••d up before going abrond. He treasured it 
possession a.ll those years, ·becnuSe this isoue of tha paper was agninst 
and called for sqcialiom. 

The poli tieol disorientation of this "orker >ras. M expression of ' 
prec~sel,y tihnt the lr'P could not tenoh ¥m beOe.u>;e of its ratrograssiva co:nc.•'J.lts:~:.'':' 
He tms for sociru.ism, for· the revolution, bUt he could not se:,e 1 t ns n. re1o:tl.J;Y 
T!le pcrty could not possibly i:eo,ch him other>rl.se beimuse it ngreed 1dth him. · 
Only a ·rovolut1onnry perspontl.v~ "hich .he could see ilnd unclorsti)Jld cxiuld have ... 
convinced him to devote the. reet of hiS life to the pnrty, Onl;r the r;,;u~;~;t:;:~ 
temper of c pnrty w1 th a correct policy nnd firm confidonM could lmve 

· his imcginntl.on cmd loycl t:r, The ·Ill' could not. 

• 11 Miscellaneous11 - Lnst of ths JO people wns one who lfns recruited to,. 
the party by a eympntllizer, but apparently fnl.led to lenrn ••hct the· party was. nll. 
nbout, At cny rnte ho. must hr.ve stnr~ed looking for 11bigger. thing•" nnd later . 
turned up no n Stflliniot in tho UE, he lnst one was n girl recruited from tho 
union nppnrntuo during the work e.t 11ll11 • She wn.n regarded ne fine party lll!'.ter1al. · 
and the brnnch wanted to sond her to n 11party trnining school" >rhich "o.o being . 

· conductod in New York, She didn1 t BD and grndunll:r .lo.,sed into inactivity, npp..,.,:..'. · 
ently dioBUsted with the 11 fut1le efforts of tho piLrty wh.\ch ia supposed to make ' 
n revolution.n 

. There 1e no clBim thnt oil thsso peoplo could have been snved for tho 
revolutionnry ~novemont, but it is certnl.nl:r slgnificent when 60\( of o. pnrty'a : 
memborsllip drops out in the course of three or four yenra, nnd n poll. ticcl Clltll - -
yois of thie must be mde. lie hrwe triad. 

Tllis >me the· record of pnrty memborahl.p nnd losses f~r nl':oat four 
yenrs. Its contncts ware 11m1tod. In the entire period at "ll", no :oore th!lll · 
~,., or·~ ...... c•ntaoto wGr.,. ronde, Tho distributions nnd the work of Oomrndo ll •. 



~ .. 

. at "ll" shipyard led to no more th-in one or two contacts. '!!he 'work. at npn obip;yard 
led to· many contacts, onu recruit who """ lost, and nothi»g last~M•' · '!!he trork · 
at "ll~, t~ith the young comrades, failed to diiVelop • ."The 1•ork at ksn Dhl.pyard had 
faller. ';hrough and our party· member there wao fired. The party, excopt :for t1fC 
places uhich t~ore strirting to develop - the s:l>\11 UE shop and nt "C" - '""" still 

·· isol.,tod. It lnd indead been a period of: floundering, experimentntion ond 11 ttle 
BUCceso. 'rho pt•rty was re!ldy to hear and accept net~ idee.s lllld methods o:f party 
building. 

_Thi'a period wno not entiroly wt.!lt-ed. The pP.rty bas\....IJl~nv aweri~Jncea 
which uould help it in 'the future, · llcr do I ·~ thnt all the mistok"os tmre nvoid
nble, :Sut it wns pluin to see thnt the sicple orientation of 11 induotrinlize.tion11 

wns not going to solv;a· the problems o£ tho piu-ty,. It 'ttns but ~ prelude to n 
splution, :r..t neede"d more :than simply "being in the fnotnry, 11 · ~h• experiences h.~d 
-~lped, but o. great denl of time hod ·been 'mst.ad when the pnrty shoUld, uc r..\ll 
tr.o"&ht nnd con!identl;y expected, be llltlking pro~elie, It wuld oervo nc J?Ul':!'Ooe 
to"roc~~ate here the pogition of the. Johnson Minority on the Americnn qucotion 
r.nd the :Building of the Party; It io only nececsr.ry to nsk: the movement to study 
the experiences th.is WP brv.nch went through in' the light of the r.nnlysis presented 
by. tho Hl.nority tendency, :pertic-alm-ly in .connection 1fith the question of the 
press, recruitment:rn:d-1ntegl·o.tion of neu members. lfe 1Jel16ve.tho.t n great deal 
of !'ro~ess could hnvc been "~do :for the party in tho J-to-4 year period trhieh we 
lll'.ve :r:eviC'tled if thnt oriantntion had been··npplied then •. T:"J.is n~hronicle, 1' ho\>r
eve:, is not the place for ouch a political p.nnlysis•' .-. · 

Perhnps Comrade Erber 'best s'U.IIlJDI'I.riJ;ed the net·. results of' ~tieoe yonrs 
of wrk in h.is article on the 11Xind of Party We Are :Building, 11 >tritton in 1945> 
>there he .ooid: 11111 th th" •\lift cf the bulk of our mel:lbers ~nto ind!iotry tre hnve, 

. for :tho first_ ti~_a; ln our bir.tory, overcOme our 'orgnnizntional iBola.tiC?n fr.o:~ our I 

clnBB. The' ·ending· of 'our orgooizt-.tioitnl · fsolo.tion MS· ~-tremendOUs·: Si"gnifico.ut:e .:.: 
for uo, It hrp. al.'rendy. brought nbliut· 'n eondde.rnble trans:formntiiin ·of our· pi:lrty, 
Jlojring the poriod 191lG-i942 tn• entire.conter· of our· activity .slii!ftad ·to>rard,·t{- :. 
direct nnrtiei:po.tio_n··in the-lifO rotd p'robloms· of! the 1nbor 1 'moVem~nt.n · . .. ., . . . . . .. . ' . ·,. ' .· 

In my opinion .t:lie is a correct· evaluation ni)t only of -the fiTot tlio· 
:Yenrs, but or the- period up· to ·1944. · It wno'then th.-,t ·ti!C pi:lrty" sariouely· ctit · 

. i half to the" tnck of capi to.n zing on tbi's transfortGnti"ono' liith the tlar.lth of .. 
· expM"iet;~-ce be_hind. 1 t the :porty no\'1 ·sought naw roads to\·u:rd ero\orth.in ~:~.Gmbors;.hip · 
r.nd influence. · · : · · · ---.. ·---~·-·· 

11 0ur :ph3deD.t·1solatiOn ·rro.m Our· claaS WnB ·aeginiU.ng to tJnil. 11 ~hnt ·. 
~a. true, b".lt t~e par~y_i,~d. sti-ll ·.riot mr.de the e:tp8eted P:rogi-esa, r..nd it-\-:no this ~:,. 
con41tio!l \·;hich p~~~tted tho ecergence of ne"' idi:to.S of pnrty b11ilding. It "tms; · 
th.!.s •iisturbtng i'ilotor >:U1d·unde1· such conditions t~e.t the 'Philndelphl.n brnncl\ . 
en'Oored into ito next btnge of development·- the period. of the "Snnll- Mt-.ss_ Party, H 

1141. 
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.l!lhg"JmRU .lllllll ~· 
•!he entire hiator:r of our or~ zed ~atenoe bas boon part 

ot our atl'll&lle to buil4. a party, Since 1942 wo have Ulldere;ohe 
qll81Hat1Te cha:tlgeo 111 the nature or our exiatenoo and olll." aot-
1 v1 Uoo, Wo aot IQir~ l!ko a party of the clnn struggle tod.tw 
t!wl did the ll!lited SWP prier to 191Kl with twice our member
ship .... Todt\7 lt8 recruit industrial vorker~ via olll' part1c1pat-
1on in the· nlaoa atruuJ,a, via our ."&1 tntional pre11, via their 
ola11 ezper1encoe, and via their belief that _the progrnm of tho 
WP 1e \be solution to tholr problema. aa workOl'o, A pol1 tical · 
orgonioe.Uon compooad. ot a tow hwldrod ouch workers baaed upon· 
olll' progr<llll,. mat il!creasinclT NOt 111 relation to the working 
claes r.nd tho claaa atruule 41 Jl .Rli£U it it hopes to grov in 
silo Md iJU'luonce. It io 1D tho direction of this kind o:t party 
thnt tho very 10610 ot cur 0«1 tat1onal preaa and clnso · struule 
aotiv!t;y hao bee!' carr;ri~~t; ua. This ia the kind of part)" ve tll'e 
buil<li"l:• lfhat ve need to de 1a to recog211ze it nnd conocioualy 
plM Md cooi\Utmte avery phaee of pnrt;r life in contorm1 ty t11.th 
it.• (Erber- •Tlls Und of Pt11't7 We .Are l!u!lding." April, 1945)' 

A prelude to this next porlod ot tho pnrty 1s de,.elopment, 'llhero ~he .. 
•small qlllSS pnrty• technique ot Comrade Erbor wna developed and <!pplied, lfns u. · . ·.:·:· 
11ecesslll7 voedil!& out. of porsonnel; inclwl1ng 1!10J11r ot those listed in the pren~·'·· ·. 

· SWIIIlnl'Yo lly t'<lll ot 19441 t11e e{:CeoUvo brlliiCb DSmberebip' lind been roduoed· tofl:l.i:' 
ot whDm·lO vera 1n indwltr;r. · . • . · ·'U ·. 

' . . . ' .. 

Thia 1o vhnt · wa had to work w!:th lifter the sloughing off' of 
people Md the loaaes .to the arli\Y; whioh then numbered some 12-to-1,5. Tho .brl!lll<>h··. 
""" otill c~Uving on soae aotiTit;y bllt vno b:r· no manns inn good condition,··. · .: 
Papers W<lre pili'"& up for '1D.IIt of diatributorv; so few. bol.ng avr.ilnble for th.is ·,.· 
work. ~ public RCthl.ty ot tho p..rt;r "'"" vbotunll;; non-existent ·•· there we~e : .. 
no public meati»&ts, io1·wua. or elnsses for contacts.- In tact there we~e OnlY.. a. 

· bnndtul ot oontnota. The co>lrlldee vera in ~nduatry, 1\ctlve ·in"·their·unions, na .. 
activo na poasl.blo in t.he li:!'e ot the par~;;, Gi"illC devotedl)" ot thoir time and 
money ne :tev pn.~tl.ea in the tini tsd Statea hnve over. done in the paot., 

' ' . . . 

· . After 1'IUCb intensive mid painstllking work on the pnrt o:C eomz.ade; 
Erb&r during tho !all.of 1943 and the winter of 194")·1944, the first real resultr 
o! the pl:!l'ty1 s 110rk: in lnduatl>y nnd of a revivnl ot youth woric t~ere obtnined. 
A breo.th o:r nir, n raatored hope ""'".blown into the pnrty, ·•rt hnd come nt lnot. 
During til••• ""'lithe 0. clnse wns held to~ n number of young people, throe of whom . 
Joined the party, Out of this ,,aoleuu nnd the one youtll nlrendy in tho party, 
a youth group.wns formed called the Ya\lllg Labor LoQdUo. The clo.ss wo.a in .tho 
history of the Fourth Internntionnl, aotu'\lly n review ot rovolutiollt:U')' history 
:from the Gorllllln events of 1923 to the dae of Fnsoism nnd then tho lntor develop
menta. 

At nbout the """'" t1DS our oomrnde in •o•, Comrnde A,, booruno invol v, 
ed tl1 th ,_ ;>rogroooi va group which ho.d been formed in the yn:rd, Tho lander of tho 
group wes M .,._aLA member, J.K., who hl-.d n group in the union t~hioh ~.nd not forn 
ul11ted a. cloor poliey but vna in the prooeu or developing. Comr,.do Erber mot 
with J,K, and soon met othor members of the eroup, DOtnbly J,M,, M,G,, nnd o, J. 
A aeriec ot ~ocutoiona were held Nld grndilllll)' n group of party nynv.thizere · 
vna built, hey road tho pnpor·, I!Ot oU••ra to subaor1bo nnd wcro drr.tl1ng clo11r 
to tho po.rtf, A dhounlon sroup waa be~~Un vhl.oh included those tour from the 
ynrd o.nd on& from the U!l, A.M, Arter oome I!>Ontha of oontnot1114 thof wero :ro-. · 
orui ted to the PIU'tY rlld n aepnrnto brMoh "·'" oatablio)\od :tor those 11011 wo11k:~~~; 

:;. ' 
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1~:,: 'l'he branch tncluded th~ ori~:l.nal :four ·i;~~ t~o ;erd, pl~ a~e ~th~~·.:r~m th~ y~~.- :·' .. . ~~ 
'i., one :from U!l and one !rom 11S" who had been recruited the yeor before~ .. It.~;, . :". .~':' 
: ' ... , Erbor1o contention tbb.t these workero )!Ould :feel more •at home"· in a· branch of .' :•;~ 

~
·~'_;._·_ their own than in a br'l!lch of •old-timers• composed mostly of _ye\Uig people, • ·, .·,·.~.':;_'_·',~.':.'. · 

TtiD oth•r young people were recruited in the srune period, Of th~se · 
recruits, 2 of tho •~rkoro and 2 o:f the yout~ remained in the party less then 

[

·:. six mo"ths, !i!he bOx oc~r& for the party on new members was considerably. improved · .. ;,-i 
by now. It was SA follows: r' .,. r ~ !l~.#ned .il=p.QS ·' 

[; · Youth Recr>rl.ts · l,l 4 7 

~· Worker Recruits · 9 · ., 5 4 

f:. · _For .tbe entire :part;r i,.t this· tl.,;.;·.lWhe.d be~n ·;.;,mbers at ono tl "'" . 
,,, or another,<,_?(l_;remained In the P!'Tty (inclndilll; veter&l!s >rho returned. •o tho .p..,-t.'; 
[: __ '.~...... ®C.·.~Io had been 'loot (including the "eterana who did not return to the party). 

!' • .·. !rheoe welcome ad.di tiona presilg•d a netr turn !or the party end. the 
t1-_ poB1"376 of now pr.obleniB~ -the concrete problema of trade union work end integration 

~4~;· :. "::::: :::n:::;::: .. ~l:c:r;;:•::gnni;Btion 
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"At the Pnrty Convent1on in February, i944. CoiiU'o.de Erber announced 
thot. a branch wes to be formed in Ph1lndelpb1a co~ooed of. new worker recruits, 

· This >rns done, e.s outlined brlefly nbo;,e, ·and nt ·the some time· the LEO """ cat up 
ns n front organization to which we could invite shopmnte• nnd Lnbor Action ren~
'iirs. '''The' orl:ginnl:: r.i<ii:lbars\IW o'f this orgnnizntion; .<iild"the olii'gint.J.' lJo t\'1:8 :the' . 
o'i!J.:r .orie pec®so thS elil'll dled'betora it ·_grw nriy lr:ii'gaJi, 'incl~e·d:·rul' pr:rt:V mom- · 
·b'era' (includirii; the nif;r. i<erkero)·,. plus .. ,. ne>i ·co'ntriota from·""" ('one' oi'''>rhom 'soon·'. 
joi'ried tl)a pcii-t:V), one from 11P11 'shipynrd,'' niid one from •s• rshJ:pinrd. -.,ho·· hO.d been 
in the Dcivem~t;t~ t~..;~_:r~nr~. b~!or.e. . ; , . ., :. 

~r, .. a~:i ... ~~: __ ---- ·-_:·· • The'" ·schentG i 1.,r -th8 or-e~.hizr.tiOt\ ·Wt\a t'o J:t'n.Ve' ·B. lr.rge :n~e~~iVe:-;BI?_~,t"'j~"-
·~4:?·,.- '. - _'llhi.ch iiollld d~ """"' o{. tho """>'!< and l"hore people eou.<d 'lie br'ouj;ht ·:clos'er 1io' 'the<· .. 
fi._;3r.: Z,iu-ty,· cuid· a: !enerlii' mel:ibcrBh1P-Whieh \>ruuld· ll\eet onc·a a. month. ·The Executive· · · 
~;.J:;-.-- Board \m.G to hnve cla.s!!_{Hs, o! •its owri. called "lendership trp.ining olr.osos,.11 to 
~;::Y · . .l"hi.ch .cloce .. contnctS ·co_uld bo invited. !J1,e officers cif 'the llal!l'd conoistcd of 

~~~:;, . . t~o ne•~ Pnrt:t"':::e:::s:u::.::::c:r ~:~ o:~:e:~n:::b::t:e::::~:~t a proqam ·• . 

~~-;:-'•. · of r.ctivit;r should be outliliod and included the. following 1teo e.s ex~rr.cteii :from· · · 

~~\· ~,he ~n~tes: \. , .. · •. <~~~lub:stiall help~ in every ·~·to or~iZ~ th~-~ro~o;~~;;.~ 
~)•-' • · · in the dl,fferent unions and shops 11here we hn"" mecbare or . · • (, 
(.iC,' · :·.\: · ti-iehds, help tliac ·to solve their priiblei:is 'nnd •in putt1ni'acroes . 
Ek · "~·· ,.'theh• progrci!!ii\ the locQls, 'This 'is to.'be done iii ralnt!on'to'• .· 
~--~-·-··_._,l':,·· ' . . ·problem.s' 'of .dh~t1JE!ltion, re-. Cli\G.O!f_~ion, UPI!!'~o .. ~tcy'- ' 
, o:ffo, ,t,h~ .ln~r-party, eto. The Exec llc.,rci 11111 r.rrr.nge ''"~t1nga 
~{.>._, . · .. '· -.

1
. · wHii till'-o:r ·our'-'fririilds in•r\ny ·pnrtic1ilnr shop 1·rhere traubl<> ci.Oeo · 

!i'< arise and our !)elp is requ9&ted." "" .. . .... · · ... ... .. , 

k:~ '. :.·:' -~-~~~·~*~~.:~~;~~s~ i;~.~~~le':~:~k-t~~ tho ~lUb 0a~ ~A-~:,:,.
1 

f.. .. ''objectiVe. In ~!:fee!\ we wlir'o clinllen&ing the oott'.blishod ·tr"de union l~rdeteld,p' 
~~f: . ..~~ or~~l .. 'lt~o!'c:' ~~~~~ 18' no doubt in '-'o/ono 1 s;':":~~ todey ~hr,t it ~~:Y; l: · .• ·. ,· . 
"'j .. : o'·.~. 1 -. • • ·' : 1 ·· · .. -.: ·-

t~~·::~-/:'-.:-., / .. ~·il~::·~.-~-~-~~-; '.:,::.~~~.:· ., •;'·' ··· '··.:• '•J. t ~ ,,, .... L..,. 
~~-',::.::~-·. , .. ·-.:: .... J:.:.~·~·G . -~:tL:: ·:..::-.:Y. i.~·~. :·,_:n,.; ).Y·,~-~ ·· 1 .i·-.~· · .. : ::;_:~ .... ,. . r\·-~ r<' : · <~ r.·:.~=-~~-: ''-'l'··~·:,;•~"''i 



,. 1iiuooi~iided :ii>:O<;'*"ing p~~le Alitt «iviue• tiie11-a tlll\~l-1~1~ cO,I!~tion of our '"1"'bera : 
·.or 'chilnceo· for &rolfth· on ·a"ch . ..,. erroneoua :'bl\da•: ,-lfall7. •pf -,the: ne>r. people tholl«bt .· 
that· we were to bea~u a mt\ou organl.taUoa .almoct oYei'niglit'( >ii th no, 'al:ightoe( · 
hint of the true 'c!tarBOter of. the ·.poaoon of the orgnniznUon' - revolut1oll!U7 
ao'otal1sts. · ... 

The first forum of· the club was adclreoaed b;y Coolidge who opoke on · 
"The ·:progreasivae in the Trade l1n1ons." .There wns a fairly go<dattendmice (about 
)0 people) and. tho speech was wall r•ceived.. Added .to·:the · coatacte already Uated. 
were a few from "W" and oome from the small 1lE shop in 11h1ch I had worlwd, 

At the ·next J:>8ating · ot the :Soard, it was· decided to drn11 up a. atet8-
mant of ~ose, It oight bo of •omo interest to· quote that statement here: 

;:T"n.e LEO·· is . .compoaed._ o:r lna_mb.era·,.of-the-:~ __ rao.e WJ1ons and_ thos"e, 
1ntoreetad in ~tlioriiii;i-tliS' cause of lab~r'. · It is our :dm to · 
oo.<r;y on · educaltcliAl-acUVitlei'.to'adViiilce· the ~dea.o of progress
he ·trnd&'''WUon policy. ·'We·hold tb..t·.euch policy ·l!!Uat bose ~tself 

i,. ~n the following Jlrinoiplea: , . 

!. · · "'l'ho.t capital· and labor lin.":e no·i~~reo~~:·i!' ,ooi.mo,. 

.·. 

..; 

:'"·-

!" . 

" · . "Tlult• oinoe the beginn!n;pif .. modern indua,try the;re .hi:.a bo~'l·" . ·. • 
eonatiirlt strUggle, 'betweeidhe wor~ns·· class ll_ti.cld_lli(n lietter',li'l'- · 

'1nj;. nnd the .cap1 taliat .. ol"'le . seeking: grente_r ·P.r~f~·ta; . 

. 
11'l'hnt ·lnbor ~~.: Mete· gliins o~~·:~lieit i~ ... ~~ p;~~;,..~d to .:rl•lrh~:.-;.i,•i' 

f~r". tho;n. · ; · · ·: .. :_ .. · · =·• ·": 

"TMt :t~a ·-rut~emeht · ~:r thi2 "!o.rldiit; pu~e· ·~~··=:::~:;z~!~-:!)~;·~;~Ji.t . upon thoir 0\fli crgantzed effo:rta; orather'';than•upon 
plo:yers ·or sO.:. called f-riends of. labor in 'government, ... . . . . ' . . . ' . 

. . . . • . , . . . r . 
.. "Tru\t. labor imt11t· at.P.nd ·united,· -rcgc..rchees of· ·-~n.ee, ... oreed: or: 
colo:r. · · · ·. 

· "'l!hat' lnbiir ·needs· trnda ·unions · t~t ue inil:~strioJ. in :fo~~.
pro,p'essive 'in poUc~ ;· demc·rauo· l.n procedure 'nnd l>t:ised: updn 

· p.n Enllig]ltened, ~/ell'-iliformo.d and a~tlve me.mberahip •. · · .. :: 

. "That lB'oo1' must oi'gani•e.'i'taei:r on• th.,- politicol,_ . ae w•ll 
... 'on thci' economic iield. . . . . 

: '. . . ~ ·'. ' . . . : ' 

"Tho.t .li\bor needs 'il pru't:y of 'ito. o.lini"1ndependent .of· ali .·. 
cnp1tBliet pnr~ieo··llild their cl\lldidntes··-: n Lnbor :PIU't:y, ·· 

. "We, . the·.membere of the 'Lnbor :Eid,;,.,.;tionnl· Club, pledge our:.. 
eel vee to fn1 thful.l:y ·serve our reepllative trnde )lllions, to o.bide 
b:y nll their lnwtul dec1a1ona, and to educnte our fello;, workers 
to. become 'better llilion' men in'the' spirit ·or: the· "bove prinoipion,· 

. ' . . ' ' ." . . . . . . . . - . .' . . . . . ~ .. : 

It .lfae:for'· thto' elr.'oorate !ina' rnther nebulous ecru· thi>t the. L:!JC ""'" 
established in tlie minds of its ndharente.· I~ 1o :·trui>' thnt tho nr\rt:; lt\d to ·• · 

. find ;,., 1•/eye of working. durill6 the ltl\1' . nnd' thnt th.ie. ""·" onl:; one of ...,ey eip~,._; . . . 
imante, but _it is alao obvious t.hat Uttl!' :co~&ldbo '¥'comp.l1eha4 b;y euoh nn org®- .. 

. hBtion which was tied to the pnrty nnd met in the part:y hoadqlll'.rte_rs oJld Y.Ot _did · 
not· include· na one of the thingo lnbor. •neededH t\' !lOOd revolution, '· 

·.·' 

. ..... : . .. 

.··, .. '; '·' :: 
· ,·_ · r·.:·;: •.. ..-,,:_.· ·u,; · ':, 

~· ·J : • . :.~: ·,.,,_ •• :.. ~~::: .• ~ vi;:~~·.;:.t~:·.~:.; ... "·""".:.:."·w,,,v,;~;;.u 
... 
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!!!he fir at seaBion of the claao in "leadership trr.in1ng11 """ hOld o" 
Anril 16, 1944; !!!he rninutan or the LEC summarized ~hio session in the following 
words! 11llrother Cool!d/IC opoko about the h1etory of olnss rule i'n di'f.farent eoc
iet.iee, bringing the survey up to de to· w!th a.n analysis of hot~ capital.ium operates 
a. a clnsa oociety, He also opolce nbout the role of labor nnd th• trc.de union& 
in this cleas society." The ~oc!nlist ravclution as a renlity wr.s nowhero to Ue 
foWld in this speech or nn;v of the d:!.peueaiona of the L!:C, ~'hleh were prim..,.rily 
concerned tTi th ehop problems, nt precisely the point trhere 'rte could not contact 

. the official labor leadership end organization, 

Tho next, IUld leot, :forum of the LEO ws held on f!ey S. 1944, juot n 
little more thnn n ®nth ntter. the founding of the orgr.r.!zntion, r.n<l the cub,jcet 
>rrlS "Lnbor Poll ticnl Action in 1944. n !~!hie meeting >lao better nttcnded thnn the 
previous one, but led nowhera. The Executive' :Bor.rd or the memberr.hi:t.., of the LEO. 
n~ver met ~.r.in.. The ue\Ull summer e!ump hit this 11 broo.d ;!ll".sa orgl'.ni.za.tion" l'. 
bod,v blcm from trhich it never recovored, Thus endM the LEO. 

·lfith the collnpse of the LEO the brAnch hn.d the f1rot ncriu1a 11 ·pro
. duced by the 11 sm.'ll mnss porty 11 ~eclmiq\\e, It was reoolved in the su.1llll0r of 1944 

by the fu1don .o:r: the two 'bx-nncl~es ( tha one co!!!po.oed· pr:!.!!!.eril~" c'! nc'"t \•rorkor _. ":f:-
elPments nnd the other oli youth v.nd 11 old-timars11 ), At the tit:e of the· · 

.. i'udon, hro of the t!Orlcers dropped out nnd l!llOthsr :from tho yo.i'd wnt .recruited •. · 
He hnd gotten n. copy of Lobor Action nnd hnd writ~en to tho l!ntionnl Offl.oo.aaldng· 
wb.ere he could find tho po.rty, virtunlly nski>~g to be recruited, One droppsd out 
becnu,se he •t:,.ought Ernio we n German r.gent 11 on the bnoio of ~rnie_l s ·.opposi ti,on . 
to the wr.r, IJ:lGtline n worltor being recruited to n rsvolntionnr-,f. nnti.,t~r.r pr.rt:r '·· 
!llld dropping out bter beonuco he thought the pnrty lendsr. was n l!nzi I And Erber · 
olnimad tlmt t!1e program 11ns not >~ntered down. Tha other droppeC.. bco!'-uce of 
personnl set becks vi thout avor knowing nore r.bout tha pr.rty tltnn wlw.t · the LEO ·. 
could toaeh r..im. . 

The pro-ty now ·hnd lieople in only tW? mDa productiOn .uni~s ~-·no" ~d .. ,. _. 
ilW11

• The ship frnctio:U hnd n: nUcleus of dx mecbers: A .• (a. politic";!. p.arso~·~.th'·_ 
long pnrty exporienca) nnd the new recruit" consisting of J.l!:. (·>:t-OLA msober), 
J.M., lo(;, 0,, and 8, At "If" all ~hilt reDnined vere Arnold (lender of tho Philt~"o . 
dolph1o. seotion tor mr.ey years) and Mnrnir..; ,. ,: . 

. I , ., - , ' (;. 
, . Dor.pi te. the influx of· work9ro the pnrty mecboreh1ln1M'not··enti1!':Cied, 
Diriputes broke out· in the e.~tecutive cor>ml.ttee on the(nntUie.oLJ!!!> cducn.tio~ ... 
progrc.ll for the brr.nch and the inothod of. union work, -arlen nnd Unrn1n,..G the 
open exp1•ession of t:1J.s diaoontent, nlthough we felt, for the ril!li!t p<U't, thnt. it 

·'II<IS best to "go along11 ' with Erber r.nd see >rh.~t h~ppenod d1ll'11)g the course of the 
develop;:10nt. of his method of work. 'l'here ie no clnin hare thnt ve knew precisely' 
what tins 1·r.-on,1 nnd t~ere reaey to offer nn alternntive oet:,od•·· It >re.o only nn 
opposition to thia or tht>.t pnrtioulc.>' op,ortunist tnctico .It >me onl,y 11ith the ' . 
·nppenrc.noe ?f the two doqWlents )>y Johnsen M ~~. b~. 'A@tntion, 
an~. the :Building f!i 11m ilolnhevik ·~ M th.-.t·we could see ,; s;roten.-.thed critic
ise nnd alternative. 

., 

·. :< 
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would preparo them for the poUUoal aoti.vtt~ DIIOoiaary for t~ pl'eeenati~ll of 
t.he party ae a reTOlutioiUil'Y ,p!U'ty ud themeel vea til·: members of it, lfe warned 
tlvl.t Llembere could not be ~d on the bCLoio of Labor Party ngitaUon alone; 

It 1a in our. trade union vorl:, our maiD contt\Ot w1 th tho prolota:rl.at, 
tlllli >le ·can boat see the' aotllnl conooquencea of tho party' a orientation tctn>rd 
tho American working olaes tuid the app~!enticn of the pnrty1 a line, In the ait
unt.ion in ship in Philndelphin we can see in embryo the methode ot the entire 
pnrty on n national seal~. 

After n yanr in the ynrd, A. mnde oontnct with a progreoaive group 
which hnd been stnr.ted under the 11\Rpirntion of J.K. allli one of his ouppcrtere, 
J.~!. !!he prograosive group begon to grow with the progr.., of revoking the no
st~ike. pledge, w1 thdi-nwal from tho WLll, nnd lnter for the formation of n L"'bor 
Party, It wno thi• group llhich 'Ills thS soU for partr nctlvity 81ld reC1'111tment. 
:..:ta;: · ;c::c ai~ ::on.thG o~ ocl~:t:~."lt 'Vic!. tin,; S!!d. dis~.!!H!ion ~ th .!!. s!!!Cll gr~".!p ef 
these people (cons+.ituted as the LEC mentioned nbove) 4 joined the party, By 
thie time they were n oubstontinl section o! the su,.lendership or the local with 
a fnirly lnrge following, 

' · · The prcgreeai7e group hod under ito belt the Olporience of one electio~.· 
contas,t (for thS COnVention dolagBtl.on of 194)) and WaS W Betn'blished nnd rocog
,n!zc:! 6Z'CUp _~~·the yar_d.. The""!~r~6~s bi-Mch11 (menti~ne.d ~bave). tro.s OOnotituted., ··.--.:. 
to help intagrnte these· new ;tieopla. tnto the p!U'ty, he brcnch hnd nbout ten me..,. .. :· 
'ber, ond. ins\~~ ••'\J.out six ~nt)t~, 'during whioh time it loot two .of tho origl.~ 
r~cruitq on~ >'ectuit.e.<l. none, ''It earri~d on no pnrty nctivity outside ctthe union· . 
i teal:!,. )led little or .no poll. tical educ<ition, ond wss almoot c:o:clueively conoorne~ 
witb'Hii ow.llll1i>n.probloms,' · · · .. .. . ·.· .. . ' 

·!!'lie 'bnsh of re01"111tment hod been· the three point prosr!l!ll of the fr~ 
tion plus· n rnther · nobulous desl.r.<i for··,.··bette~· wrld of socia.fiem no the. •lil.ti.lli, • .. 
nte" goal to be renclled so,.time in the dietnnt iuturu, In i'!\Ct~ · tt.a oent.al· i ': ·.'· .,; '"''" 

.fiGU-1'• (J,K,) rejected !olsltevism and.ths program of the party, ·Once the frc.otion, 
wo.e conet1tuted, the pi-~~oipal ~s .. ~f. ito work becr.rne pr~cieely the thre.e point' 
prog:orun, ina tend ct usinG tl".rit_ c.~f' o._'be::1nn1'ng :f'rDm \fhieh one ciJuld ·go _fc1'Wt"..i"d.. 
Polit1cll1 education·""" bruslioii neide ns reiat1vel)' unimportllllt or too' :tar·· · 

•tulvnnced" for. th~se workers,' !fhey, ~.owevor, wnnto<~o to lee l'n, Olio of ·then (the·· 
only ono who etill relllllins in the party) t~.o118ht it was (lO\·r his job to brondcnet . 
thnt he wns " sooil\list ~d lanve behi1td the world of trade union ll1l'.nouvers, eto,, 
·in which he h!>cl. teen involved cost of his conscioua life, - This >IM \oo'l'Dng, but . · · 
ohews his good instincts, · Unfortunately, hi a sood ina~incts were improperl~ co~ 
rooted I;Uld he W!)e thrown back l.nto the 11pure" trnde union- strus&le to· the virtubl 
exclusion ot hio education for the job of n revolutionist in the union - •· job · 
for which ho wns ndtdr~bly auited, It was not to his liking but he r.ocepted it. 
because the pnrty lendership told him thnt it wns the correct t\Oilnor of >Jerking 
for tho po.rty, 

ThS tirat cnJor etep toke~> by the frnction wna the forcntion of on . 
allionoe for the union election in· thS' opring ot 1944 •. The "proBreaoive11 ticket 
lllld the throe point progrDil >lero -:iotorioue, A porty camber wne olectotl to the 
official bor.rd, o.nother becr.ne editor of the pBpor. It is ei(ltlificant th"t in 
this first election, the ;rno~icn (w~th the ."exception o.f J,K,) """ not inclined 
to o.eaept thu ell11Uloti. hey l..""nsw thc.-.t thslr allies wera only ~sing tlla pro.g&am 
ns 11 method of Bain!.ng office, PIU'tioUllll'ly, the Negro cocrndeo ~rero il!consod 
beoe.uso thS Dllinnce included Jim Crow sbotione o':t: the union, 

!J:hia tendency of the :trnction,- o.t leBot in tho early period, to 
oppoae " pr.rticulnr policy ond for the porty lendarahip to urea. it upon than '"" 
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··· Tb1a oiuno group waa electet ao convention delegatea in tho fall of 
1944 and mo.de a 1!'1<-d fight for their Ueao, Thnt ia • to. sa,y, tho party 111embero 
did, whereas· their 'allles attempted to bolt, Thh faction wns decisive in ont;sin,g 
"•spU t in:.tho propoeofiive group, torcht a new ali,gnmont, :By aprin,g ot 191~5. 
tlle···aroup ·wna roe.d;v !or Mother eloctton trith a new ally .who """ just. "" ·llllp~l.n
cipled "" the on~ the;y hnd Juot thrown overbonrd, !l!he reault waa n opli.t d•cia!>r.. 
w1 th the oppoai t~on cnrr.j"ing n m.ojori ty of the execut1 ve board, and our candidate• 

· winning for P>•es1dent nile!. Executive Secretary (the 1\lly); (One explnnntor;;i 1'emnr!< 
mat bo ·mnde here. allo>ut allilincea, The:e ia nothing 'tll'On.!: with allioncos in the 
trade unions on' tho bash of a progl'om, but tho foot thnt all tho opportunis~•. 
rallied nround the program which we pu-!; fi)ntard ind.!eotc: thr"'l~ ~ th6 proper ·revolu... 
tionary canton~· was !'JOt given to tho olognns. nnd · prcgrl!lll) • . 

Wa 1.11'• 'not ·sa,y1ng tlnt the liP had become power crns:v, In fact the 
traction was Wlde1• instructions not to hnve n pnrty member run ·for ·President,. ·At 
thnt time it was the opinion of the comrade who wns forced to run th.~t. the party 
should :fi~ht on'noclonr ·protirnm, without Wlt~ustW<Irtey oll1es, take" boating 1'f 
necessary end "€> ba.cli: with their tools It to fight with ·the msn in the yard for 

·. ~orre9t union pol:!.c:!.os .and do mor& ·~rk for the portyi ·lm.t··.som~;of' the fro.nt!on 
members {lho h<l<l not been sufficiently Well trained in lloloh,vik principleo ot 
democratic centralism broke discipline and lie waa for~:ed to run, Thla comrnde ~-l!d 

. the ;party were correct, for ;now we ·had thf> •po:wer• nnd <ltd· not kno\1 >lho.t· to do 
with it, ~hat'the comrades broke discipline is on important !ndicozion here ot 

.wl]at wllli wrong in tho pm'ty, ~hey hnd brokon·discipUne bec!WIIe the;y did not . · 

. understo.nd whnt the function of pnrty mO<llbers in tho unton wn.c. ~hey did not un• 
'derstMd' beonuse the .party did not teach thom, 

... 
The ,!1rst problem facing the.nsw lidMinistrntion 'in tho yard wns to. 

determine n policy on the question of. l~orrs, · ~he fraction woo· ulcoat unnnt
mouoly iu favor o:t a ttt•ike to compel n ahorten1ng of the '\.""'rl:-t.;cek even. if it. 
meant clooing down the TB~d for. good, ~ey·wanted to ·fight e.n~ not ,tekQ a docoral~ 
izing ~1>;--da,y l1ak1D,g Bt tho banda of the co~~~pMy,. The sitU..tl.on·c"J.lod tor 
ua to ngitato.for· another :Brewater sit-in, ·But the porty'ler.d•rohin.onco ~o · 
decided against ito.; ' . 

The political comittee hnd taken over g\iidonc~ of the frnctiol\ and' 
convinced the comrB<les;tl!at it ~'!18 better to tnke a bent:l.nc: thAn to closo the 
door completely nnd ·lose all thnt >le (the party) hnd in the yard. ~hiq>roa11rvnUon 

· o:t our endros .in n concentration point (oh, ho>r they ho.d ho>:led al~ duri"B tlte . 
. WBZ' ng~.l.nst the SliP polic:v on thh queaUon ot ei!IUtion) hnd beoome r.lOre importont 
. ~han oo.rr;ying out the·correet policy ot struggl.a de"'<Ulded 'by the eire1Jlllstnneas, 
~hnt the trorkers could gain onyt!ling b,r fi.ghtillg, th<1t we ·should at lcnst try. it 
out, ne'l'er crossed tha' mind of the PC, !!!hay coUld not ase ·thnt the daoiro of the 
fraction' rnnk nnd: i'ile' trorkers wns. svidence or what tho pboplo. in the Y".rrl were 
thinking,· thct. we ·ho.d on obligation to those workers Md· ull the othoro in the 
industr;y to t1hont we· could sho>r t!1e wey, thn t it would bu nn inportiUlt poli tigll.\ · 

· deconatrntion and brillB rich rewards to the PI.U'ty, In· renl'1ty,:.their l>Clicy wna 
o!lly onothol' ·nope at of their gonor!!l. innbili ty to. sea. tho i1ovolopJ.ng oxplooioniJ 
under their vor;y noses which hns t:vp1f1ed thi>ir Whole orientntion, 

We hnd failed to prspnJ'O tho men :in the yard for tho probloa o:t' re
conversion under o~>itnlisc· (other thon to pasa sooo pqpcr rooolutiona calling for 
a shorter work 'took,) hnd failed to pose the pro bloc ot wlll\t ohould bn done to 
.-..J.~·otn... van....., l.n ~· r...,a ot unempl~·-t, etc0 We had not dono the worlc 
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which 1t h our du~y as & part:y to do, !rile PC .. oppoood .a m111t&Dt Uno !Jioillot tho 
workers of the tractioll 811d ~&aillat ~be brllllOh, llhereao the l~o:tto abould ha<re 
boon a colden opportunity tor makloc aov party member• (oono14or1ng tho elzo of 
our fr!I.Ct10n at the Umo, <lcl it the l'Nper propoc011da httd be011 41oaeml.natecl. in 
the period lea41ns up to the let-efta) 11114 tor extellaiva propagOIIdo.. Oil the trM
sitionol pro~am, tbo •ituation turned to ~ complete disadvantage, ~he progresOM 
1 veo "ere the first to be laid oft. !rhef felt that the union lind t!l11ed them in 
not reoiatin« the le;J'Ooffs, The militancy of the locol began a dol!mlnl'd spirnl 
!ro~ that~ on, at precisely the point.whea the rest of the union movement woo 
witnessing a :l'io1ng tide of otruggle and advonooment, J'rom being the leader of 
the progressive trndo union forces in the city, the local ragidly became one o:r 

·-the moet baclaml'f. in the tu"en {despite ito retention of the three point program 
which now )la.d. no meaning). 

"Praetie~ a t:nc!.e :!en pel!. t!c; had tri;~ho~ c;vei" whut uhould be (.-ur 
reol work in tho uniona - propS«onda tor the tre.nsi t1onnl program, propar<>tion of 
the masses for the coming struggles, cona!otent nnd,uncocpromis!ng prseentotion; 
of our vialfs oo tha.t Bt tho proper time the union membership wuld recognize thnt 
we were corretit ·nnd rally to the ideas of the :jmrty, We ha.d fniied to prepare tho 

_party cadres or thoir frie>l¢B nnd BY"~,P~>thizers. So!"• of us cnn eey,- ond it cannot 
be denied, thBt _w3 opposed, this line conoiotontl:y and thBt the PO of tlmliP which 
guided the work: on the spot llll.8 been proved vrol'l&. · 

In'_eor.ti:'Mt with thic developJI(ent, WM tho work in "!!" "hich _I!IC\dG .co~r:· · 
tl.:cual p1•vgr~;;s a' "" :te::.dy pnce, deaplte thEJlnakof recruits.. Here, we ape~.· 

.~.sa.ded evocy pro&~•osaive f'igh~ from the queuUon of 41sorim1nnt_ion to suppor_t oi! .. 
a labcr plll'ty to cM.demunt.ion n£ • .,.,,,. l!lllnifesta.tiori of. the covernmont1 s politio.'··' 
will" ll8!11nst the wor)S!Jl8 ell!. as, We organbed a 24 hour a1 t-in · ·to decoriotrCt: ... 
egninst· the ley .. o!fo; we wore responsible tor many •.spects of the strike organb · 
ation of 1946, lllld have nehieved the vholoaome respect 'of the entire group of,· ·. 
active unioniots, ~ere we bovo been the •tribuna of the rNL~ and file" and of 
aoc1olism on every quution, 'r"Ao_ part:r 1a respected nnd _1 ts ide~>s are wepire-.: 
ce1ved, !!'here 1a every reason tor confidence tbP.t the fut\U"e will bring this 
ri;pe71e<1 fNit t() th! Jm't~ent, p!'epar~t! b"J :renrc of ::tent!Y pcliticn.l 'ro:rk., .s-.;c.h 
a peropoctive of wrk 1s itlposoi'ble. for the lfl' Joecause it cnnnot see tbo devel<ip
·ment of. tho work1n& clrt.ae towaJ.•d. the revolution. It ~e. therefore oonstt:ntly ··. 
imp..-,t1e~t and seeldng·"now methoda" .of 0 gott1ng rich quick," Thebo lo.clt of. a•,n-:· 
:ficl.ence in the proletariat mokea them orgnnicall:y incnpable -of pursuing n cor~cei: 
end principled posl.tiol! for fear of isolnting th<lmai>lves. On all quer.tiono thai.; 
fear of ee9tar1o.n1.sl:l leads .them to opportuniam on the ono hand; nnd tboir fsnr 
ot opportuniac leads them ttl seotarinniem, :BolaheViom cannot be seen, :!'elt or 
undsratood. 

Fro~:~ opportunism on the question of lcyo.offs, the party move<\ to tlie 
next problcc of the convention ~oll.cf in ship. A&nin tho PC failed to adopt ~ 
correct line, Here the policy of the ,ort:r on St~inism wo.s forced upon the frac
tion b:y the PO, nftor a debate between Coolidge and Marnin, Ever:r necbor·of the 
frnotion but two ~ted to enter the oo-colled "progressive onucus" o.nd fight for 
our prograo thoro ogtdnst tho Stnll.nista in ~he oaucua, and nt 11117 :re.to to •ll:r 
with thom to oust the Green lenderahip, The opinion of the PC, na e>proosed or 
Comr,do, Coolidge, WBSI •Green belongs to ua, He 1o pnrt at the Anorican lol>Or 
noveaent, \'therea.a ilhu Strlinlaii& N'e union wreckers outs1d.a · oi the lr.'b61" movl :•J:u,\.1· 

who 11ould not give uo "chono!' to livo in the union,'!· As ·tho frnotion nombere 
very wall put· !t: "What' o tho Mttor herd Evorytime wo a eo Stoliniota "" run 
the other wcy, no m.-,tter wher, !Tow wo are told to aupport the lea.derobip >th1oh 
wo hBve opposed ao fierael:y·tar three yoor•." 

!rho liP could not sea the workers who wero rall71ne to tho'· Stolinht 
CGUCIIJJ o.s tho only expresdcn they could 1"1nd tor their hBtred. of ~he nhorAble 

. 114_8_, . 
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policy o:t tho union leadorah1p, ~bay ·reflloe:l. to engage the sta:!i.nhte in oti.'U!ll:l• 
for the support of the rB!Ik and f.!.le and thersl:'ore only pushed all tha progroa,.. 
iv•s into the struggle on the s!de'o:t the Stalinista, The !!'action expr~aaed .ito 
tht~~ulneas that they did not win ~he election for the convention delegntion, 
which obvinted the neessaity for defending suoh.b line at the convention, ·Suffice 
it to say that the opposition in the ynrd "hich boa~ our ol.nte in the election 
cnrr1ed out the party 11no for the PC. · 

111 tli. the. convention over, the d~f.eated "progressive group" \'ttamptod 
to establish a natio~ group to continue the fight against the na~onnl leaaer
Bhip. In o. perverted fn.ahlon thoy '"ere responding to p:eeeure :f'rom. ~he ro.nka for. 
a r.ilitnnt progrlllll of otrut;gle, Again "" 1rere told that 1t trna not our tasl< to 
enter this. eroup end fight for our program. Under the gu.!.f/Jlll.ce. of- j~, PC "" 
abatnined from perticipntion in 'lhnt might hnva devoloped'into . " rnrl< rind"' file il>-· 
surrection. l'te were n:fraid to enter n. group nnd contest the Stnlin1sts fOr power 
on t~e _bnsis of our pro~rom for the industry against theirs. Opportunism, co~ 
servn.tism o.nd nbstentlo~tam had now becoinO themethodB of opern.tion of the po.rty1 s 

(;.· ·moat im:"J.uentit>l frnction, (In the UE, on the other lwld, they jUJDpod hendlOniJ 

···-~g 

"-. ·. 

... , 

'. into th~ r•net1onnry_ group~ng of ACTU people who gr.thered around Carey end :Block L on n purely red-bn1t1ug pl'pgrnm. An7 one itho 1s anti-Stt>linist is on "their
11
side;) s:f_i 

.~v-- .. , All ot this stemmed from ~ving a. 11pra.~rti'onl" ruv·--to-dey, ·-:~':'.nO.:t~ ... ..,~-~-
~~- . mouth polioy, rather. thnn one of trying to !>dvocl\tB n co~reot policy· trHoh filled · .•;:i;} 
~1.·;: the .objective P.eed•. of tho ~mkm-s In. tho industry', .. The oorroot policy might ... ·/lsi 
w · hrwe meo.n~ leso. potrcr~ preotige nnd .influence in thei,.,odi"-te pe1•iod (nlthough. - ''%'/' 
~{:';'' I doubt thnt), but it woUld ht\VO estnbllahed credit tor the ·po.rty in ~he J!ll.ndti of • \."11.~ 
~K~.:i:· I'DtlDY·\·rorkers \<tho :would Mve come· to us uhen they· rmw tl',r.t we ve:e .consistentlY · .·._·. ··~·~··"!\~ 
~?:).. telling the truth ruto\ p¢oing t}:!e only real solution to their problems, · . ·;•_::~~. 6 . . . :~ 
:;;+;;.: • · The incol•rect policy forced on. tha frnct~on 'ai. tho WP lendership _ended :·,~.t~ 
~'-;'- it in nn uttar rut without peropective, And the people Dimply trnited for the 'time · :··\~"ij 
;,:; ,. Yhen they wt1ld b~ lP<l off ond the Y"rd would olose. Soon nfter the ntionnl- · .<~-
~~·.·.·.:.·,.··.· .. ·.:.·.· convontion, tho. lender· of tho i'rnction,JM\1• · n report in ~<hich he etr.t~d tl1nt ths · ··x::~l\ ~ · union could. do nQtlll.ns b\lt onll.' fer 'nr,tionn.\izntion o:!' the sh!pynrd indue try, thnt o-,;_;1~ 
k7···:· : .~ e~ri~e ,ro.s. . . 1mJ?OGBi'bie becnus9 of' tl\G:bt:id 'Condition);! 0~· .~:.~~. ~rltluatiy~ 'l'~ua~· _aQ 
t:r:.;. · ~o. o~ton hf'ppe!'•·: he_, JUJi!Pod, f~o"' .pne, ex~r.""'" to the othe!',· .i!!~e -~rnotion l>l\\1-· thp _.- · -'~~T 

li<'r~.-.· .. ·•·•· •.. '.' .• ; .• ·:··.· .. ··.·:···_.:·.· .. ' .• _··.. brnnoh disagreed >ri.th him nnd urged' r. policy of c!llling for: nn induetr-.r->lide -" ·:,,.. [{, - strike plus tho idea of'' nntionnlhntion. When this llr.a proposed in the' uniO!l we. ' . .~ 
wars booed off the noor• · The propoa!ll of t.n eac!llntor clause wr.s not listonad. to, ',~"\ 
Other locnla in the ci·~y trere. voting on the question ·or a genort>l striko na " · 

!f~; ~~~;·;~~n;~~o!~~ ~:::1 ~1!\~~~:··~~:h~~~:;~ :~~~~~s~~!~::"l~~~~ -~~t / ~\~ 
~~~·, . finished ns the .loc!ll ••hioh •rna b'ehl.'i'-d !Ill the others in the city,, nnd thio while )~ 
i'/· we etill hnd n share in tho _lenderahip. - ">'~ 

i!'_.:,r .•. : .•.•. ·:·.. . A set-bacl< is underatnndnblo, Thera mve been .mnllY in tlte pnct o.nd ,' ·. ;:*~ 
there t-1111 be more in the future, befoJ"e the- party io. built nnd the rovolution la · · ··';~ 

~::_ . · eons1llllll11lted. :Sutiwhon 1 t cnn bio trnced bnck ns f;Lowint: from " fu:1rlnmonto~ly . ·· . ·""'~A~ 
~1 ~:- e:oronooua concept on of,.ravolut onory work in tho -tro.dQ unions,. n eor.eoption whiCh .'~/(~ 
l':c.:;. stoma fro" their retro~:reoai'lfe concept a in. genert>l· and 1n particular o.a "!'Plied ... ,iii 
F' . . ;u tho .1-Jliarior..'l question. and thel>ttlding of t,he !'tu'ty, then the party muot stud? .\·:.1~ 
);,.·,.- \ ~~ btclco no;et ·• w

1
e. t?oro t~oapona biot ,:t'or tthho lcanlt !. •·•.

1
attfror

1
a in tldto loo.dortahip, ·.~ 

t: ye eonme o IU y reac onnry. wns • e moo .ru u groun f9r pnr y · .. •m 
~.:~.· .. _·· .. ··.· .. ·.·.· reorui.tment, yet the recruits fa~led to remain nnd ~he pnrty fnilud to rnrko l<nown ··i''ll 
'· to wide rnneeOIJ in the union either tho 1\llll\e or the ideno of the pn1•ty. Tho anal- · ·."~· 
>>•. ysia of tile reasons fer such I)' dO'!'elqp1:1611~ are boj'ond tho ke~ of, those trho par- ,]l! 
~-; pstually concer. n .themselves trlth Freud nnd Horney nnd Reich no e>.-plr.nntiono £or . .';,, 
(;:{j·: n1.1 •ocinl phon.omena, including tho stnte at the proloto.rii\t, Thnt their politico~ ~~~ 
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U:>e 1o at ;{al!lt 1a oo1.11ething which the WP cBIIDot ocmprehend, '1'11~ oorlioct anover 
1s therefo~:e tho •1117 one which b oompletol:r excluded b:r theao maatera of the 
concrete, !t will alwQ¥e remain eo until a tundnmontal revision is made and a 
return to Kar.r~om, 

.I?,Qtly Act1'j'itv, ~a Integrntion 

It h neceaseey to outline and Sllnlyoe the Mture ot the party aativ
ity, and the developments insida tho party, which paralleled the trade union work 
which has .just been descr!'b•d • 

. ll'rom the oWD110r or. 1944 to the winter o£ 1945, the party continued ita 
work ot contacting, diotributiono end held eome open !aruma which were not too 
successful, The Qrie~t::.Ucn. gi~en to the 'brBnch 'Uy Comrade Erbor was allowed to 
run its cow•se with little opp<>ait1on, despite the fact that some of us hnd ael."
ious criticism• which vfi ""'de. knotm in the proper time and place, In i!rmunry ot 
1945 the pnrty organized a school - the Labor Action Institute - which wns IIII?' 
posed to te~ch both new memboro nnd contncta tho elements ot aociclism, It wu0 
also suppo•sd to be a demonatro.tion of tho American approach na used b:r Erber~ 
Untortunntsl:r tho comrade• le!lll:led little from it, and lnter, one ot the i-Jorkera 
vho bed bean a member for oo""' time e'llmll10IIhed 1t by so,ying •I >mo gypped, • in 
the sense tbnt ho felt thct nothing :twldnmental hcd been tn\lght~ · 

An inter.esting incident ocCUl'red. in one of the claases conductod by· 
Comrllde Shn.ohtm.."l!l . ITt t.hA l'!ttn.,..u, ;,.p ,,. .. .. D ....... "' .. ..:. ....... ~ft =..-•-teu · :;-: 't:l"w · tue~ · :· .. ;·- ·· · 

that'"' were a re;;,luti~n~-p;,;ty:- Apj;..;;;;u;·tMs "!;d. a b~ ett1~•:•:t:;n;~n~:~t:he~~~·:· ~1::~ tacts !rom ohip, ttho did not know thct a. rewlutionery pa.tty sponsored 
and .at the no.'tt seulon Shachtmnn ~.nd to .explain tllmt he mearit' b:r 
It W!lB assuredly no~ tho mecning ,given ti. it by ~hi,' party in .the past •. He 
a concession to the backtrel'd pr~Judices of the .. workers end 1 t did no good t.o 
party thon or lnter. 

, Xn his e,;plcnntion, Comrade Shachtlllbn first· annl:r:ed the p011s.! .ble'" :·;:')'f) 
~:'i~ meaningo ot tl;le word "revolution• such. as •a .Oioplete turn of the wheel.. . 

and add tl!nt as applied to aociot:r it. meant the complet.e cbcnge of oociety.noom<;)£1 
top. to bottom, So fN>", GO good, :But nowhere. in his rewkn did he 1ndicinte 
the trorkers pust prepnre to". the violent destruction of the old sociotif rind thtV. 
reconstruction of the new, Nowhere ,.did he nttaok tho pnrliQillentnry illusions · · 
which.cre ot1ll held, Th~ workors left tho bnll with tha· ici>ross1on tho.t. this 
"revolution• could be mde by 1rJild1Jl8 a ·lnbor pnrty ·!!Jld getting " t1a,jority o:t · 
the people to "vote tor" eocialiam, Shachtmni\ did 110t tell thee this, but i.t .wtiil' 

. the inevitable impression thay got becnuse of his foilure to present a tully · 
doveloped opposing point ot view, And this wo " elMs for the trainill8. ot. l!eit 
mem\1era and for recruitment I ~ey had no idea ttbnt the nctUnl process of """" · 
ol uUonnry c!1£\nge wou~d entail, It could not.' be 'otherWise, llo one b1d. told thea .•. 

At the oon.olution ot tho ochool; Comrade Erber wne noedad in the. cent- . 
er and WM required to move to New York. lie did so, tu1d despite the cont;-oversioc:. '. 
we had had in the paet, both ho and Comrllde Shcchtmnu insisted thnt Mnrnin beoom~ .· 
organizer, The brBnch concurred with thor.i. · ' · 

In the previous period there hr.d. been atril.ined p~reonu1 .. rclo.t1onshipe ' 
.atomming from the political nnd orsanhational connicta and all o£ us .rognrded · , · 
the Ootling poriod, insotiU' r.s the internal problems Were concerned, t\S. qno' Whiilh' . 
had to be used to correct this eitW\Uon, In the course of. a few 1110ntha this ', ,; .. 

· 'lf!ls acoomplhhed, ol thoush the brlinch wns not tunotionij,g too tlell l\lld thoro. was· · 
not e sreat deal of activity for the bulle of .the people, :&'or aoino months thoro. · · · 

·"""' 110 recruitment, ~. general routine ot di.atribuUone ond meeti:egc wes · ... 

·.' . 
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_.,,, ~· ,, • ~n •• "" ~,cl::...., ... ·~ ~ .... :~~.' .~: '/' ''~elf,~ 
'!'nrt:r' r. ectlvHy remoJ.nod the situ~~ion in the non shipyard. For the !hat time :,:g 
1:-t :.:· :.7 ~·e ... .rs, the 'b':"nnch \"as cot~pletdly dependent on itB own resources for 1oCa1 -..-:, 
loau.~.!s!dp D!ld initiative. 

At the ti"" of the AOti\"a 1(orkers Conference of August 1945, the fol
lot~ing · repo1•t >las given to thnt U.d,v by the org::mher, Marnin. 

11The bra11ch hns a total of soma 200 subscriptions to Labor 
Action. 100 from ahip, ~·there \-TC hnve 9 people, e.nd so from nwtt 
~rhcrc we hc.vc 2 peoplr.·, with tho rost f:-om other sourcos. In 
the lect two yerxs, nbout 200 people hnve subscribed ~~d· feiled 
to renew _their subs.". 

(It 1e necasc:iry to lllr.lke n brief coniment O!l this queation of renevnls. The. ll<'.tion
nl ~enewel r~te hovered aro~d lO%~·which was t~e rete in Philudelphia tooo Tlds 
o~ly ex~mplifi~s what hes been srdd ~ our ten~enc,y on the ·question of the presr.. 
The -r.n·o ,r ·foiled to fill e:ry neoci for the vor)cing clc.cs, foiled to· supply them 
'tdth- tli~.t \'lidch.they could.n:>t got elsewhe,re. Its lotr ngitntioxw~ level proclud
e6. +,h~ rrt\aen:_tn.tfOn of CL'lY 1nt13o1lieen~ ;prop_nenndn. 'rrh:\_,h OQ1Jld e.xplnin the !"evolL'
tionnry perspective which 1~ before us and detail the manifestations of the . 
locming revolution in tha e.c::tlollS llf the mn&ses. For any further e::plcnation. 
our theoret1col. nrticlez Cl'll be·rellll. on t~is question.i · · 

The teport wont on to .indicate the ru\ture .of Tecruitment Ollisaid:. 

"The bnsis of our Mcruitment is the mas work tlB dti in· the 
trndo tmions, the ideas we fight fo.r in Cur 'maso wrk,l 9"d 
the r...,e of tho part;Y as see" inLnbor J.cUon.nnd no·~ our politio
al dl.ffgrar.oes ·with this or thnt other revolutionary SI'OIP· . Tho-1 
Come to un, Qt least in 'or. beCtl"J.SB \'16 hnva put up (';better 

· :fit;ht in the unions thnn the other groups· hnve. ·,We k;,ep them 
oi>l.y on .tho basis of our. continued fight for those id<:>ns in tho 
shops and by imprassing'upon' them through con~e~sntion_nnd ed
uco.tion the nocessi ty for nn organized group trhich con corey on 
thnt fight - the Party." 

11e must underotnnd thnt the dispute on the Amel'icnn question nnd tho. 
relntsd quosti on of the rovolutionnry perspecti.ve r.ncf tho buildir.jl .of the pnrty 

. Md not bt·okon out in tho open. It ,_-a_s •therefore ne"ossnry to limit on·e•s re- -: 
c•..rl:s nt thnt time. However, in the report, Mnrnin we..rnod the par~y thnt "wo 
cnnnot ~~pc to retain these workern foreVer,on the bns1a· o£ Our ·trndo union pro-_ 
srnm. We "ill eithor teaoh thelil·the esaentinla of rovolutlonnry eocinliot po11t-
1.cs and nctivity or they will be toot to us; 'l'hnt io the tnsk before our brnnoh." 

It w~s at that time t~t the party rocoived orders from tho PO to 
ttppoint e comrnde in ths fraction to be 1n ohnrge :of recruiting, (spucifying 
thnt it be J.K., precisely the poroon who wns. consciously nnti-Bolohovik and tho 
len<ler .of the frc.otlon) nnd thnt we l'ecruit. nnyono 'r.nd everyone "" fe.st !13 poa- · 
sible Q~co.uao oi the llkullhood oi· tho· Yo.rd (JloaltJ.g dotm:. · In the wordo of Oom- · 
roil.a Cooli<lga, tho new policy wno: "Get. thum i~ nny 1·rny ;.•ou "enn. Wo11l tollOh · 
them lnter. 11 · 

k{ ' 
f,-, .. , • Porsonal rolntl.nnships in the brnnch nt thia time were excollont, al-
('·:· , • tho\16h llltiXlY of us were 1mpnt1ent to begin the necessary poll t1col. aducntion of 
r\~.: our worlcor mombers. !rhis still could not be clone becnuse ot the opposaion ot 
<'·· · J.X. nnd the influence he. hnd a:oong tho non workorn. llnther thnn cnuoa " con-
iG' · fliot it WNJ not puchad. Thio lli>s probnbly tho groatoat error of .tho oomrndea 
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who lBter conatitutoc1 th8111selveo the Mlnmty taction in the wP. 

~. next period, the fall c£ 1945, witnessed the moot rapid recruit
ment that ~ bran~h of the WP had ever aceo~lishe4, either before cr oinco, 
llut ru:rdly .. sign ot it 1e lef< to dey. and certninly this requires a thorough 
explnnntion, The t¥,picAl rantioss which the wP offers ns an explnnation, ranging 
from 

11
bM ntl:lOsphpre~t in the btanch, "too muel1 pol1t1csJ" nnd. eXRmple of the 

"ur.c!twardne6B or the proletariet," etc,. LU'e 11k~ the pititul ploas o.nd indign..nt 
shouts of a defeneelece child who has had hie CMdY stolen by n bully, They 
si"PlY connot ennlyae ouch pheno111ona pcl1t1cnlly, An <IXlllllple of their e:xplmmtion 
of oimil<U" eitlUI.tions elootThere was the article by Stan Grey in an Internal llul.l- . 
etin of the 'WI' during the fall or 1946, in which Grey studied the •cnse history" 
ot eo.eh recruit who '"'" lost in Det!'oit nnd explnined H 11ith the help of psycho
=~yeis, ll'.~ritnl rolntiono ond n multitude of other rectors- ~t no polities. 

~ Th'<!!! !n • ~ ~ !1wi ~ 

,, 

Co!l:l'nde Erber, in the VFioue ll.l'ticlBs he \1l'ote which ou~lined the 
kind of party he wanted to built!, uead the the expreseton that "tho pnrty must be '. 
more like Labor AcUon; it l!lUSt look•lllld feel like Lnbor Action," z,. the lMt 
yea~ of his tenure in Philnd<olphia the puty not only wno like Lnbor Action, 1 t 
was nn Blttl.Ct replic" ot Lallor Action 1n reepect to the t;vpe of educationalo. ond 
the t;vpe of ~"Ork it eond\1.Cted.. In reality the party hod become t)\n r,ti!J~>r J!l<!:li:at.:.·, , 
ivllisl Clu.U which had died _e-born1ne.. It pe~tormed the tunotions out~ine·din .. the. 
statement of p\U'pOse. of that orgN!hat!.on, and the trorkero lllld. been een?illlled ' 
thet tlint WBe ldlllt 'the pc.%'ty should.ba like, lie helped to prejudice their· minds. 
ag.iinst leulil.ng the very elemOI)ta at scientific <10cic.lism, 1111d wtls nbly abetteclo ,, 
in this t11slc: by hie key man in ·the •o• fro.ction, col:lrnde J,lt, ·The tone of the _ ,, . " 

· pnrty coUld not bo oh~~D&eil.ctter he left· -and .the ·idens of the "Dtlnll llllule pa;-;,ytt'' ' 
still damino.ted the· pnrt;y ""'l'3' ClCntha later, !l'l).e thick: trell .0<£ prejudice coUld .. ·.: 
not be broken l<it!wut un intense iat•ffial str121:g;te which nll wanted to ·avoid. Thio. 
was the · staie of the pnr\y l'lhen the recrui Ung .direeti ve wns ias~ed, · 

~'he reeUlt was that J.lt. would get hold of two or ihree people bator~.,·
a branCh meeting, toll thet> we were tor a "bettet world, • tor the "brothorhood,o:t'' 
IIII>Jl," ;:md :tor the qreBt!on of 'a labor party which would .bring thia a'bout,nnd the 
party would D<lciept thea .:.s t>ot>bero, · J'or the no at part thet >me the lnst that ·was ' 
aeon ut theee 

11
recrul.ts 11 .whe attended.orio er hl(I,Z>eetings and that's all, !I!~ese 

meetings al~ concerned that>aelvea >Ji~h tbe problons in the a.l:\1p;ynrd nnd the · 
labor pnrty• !favor """ tho party progra~> taught, Never "'" the eenoep~ or sooinl 
re?olut1on t>enUoned, .let nlone llllnlysed, · · 

It we, i::rp!>seible to build n pnrty by thaae ""ana; pnrtioularly when 
we were· left in a contused state o:C nind because of n f'enr ot frightening the!3 
with the ideaa of Marxist>, . We did not r~aet our worker eentacts with tho revolu .. ; 
tionnry ooni\t.de!.ca ~iCh they· deserved, ~ey wore ready for r.w:>re then the WP 
C0\1111 ~"~ tllec, !!!he net result wna to wnter down the party, lower thllovel ot 
understanding, fill. thet> ·up w1 th nll the ag1 tntiolllll Pt\P >rhich Lnbor Action eup-, 
plied-then with, and let 1t ~:o nt that, ~here wna no ntteD.Pt to rciae the t/Orkera 
to the level of what a revolut:lonaey shoUld bo, It 1a oignifionnt thllt :for .til!! 
Activo Workars Conte»onae ui 19~5. this traction could oubn1t n docunent which 
stated tlln~ tho oothed of party reorui taent wna •beer l11>l.l sclu:loodng• and not 
driving hot>e our politioal line, Porhnpa workora can be roc1~itod to n tabor 
EdUilnticnnl Olub by such t>ae.na, bu.t when INch a technique 1& Ulled by n pcu'ty it\ ' 
gunrantaae a great nney dofectiona, p!U'ticularly vhoo tho party ref11aeo to oducata 
that> differently after they Cll'e raerui ted, We I:IUBt adVMce the prcgrllll c:f the 
pnrty and eduoo.te on that bash or we will f'nil in our pr1cnr;y obl1Bnt1one to 
tht: ..... rlc:tng olaoa und to the >Jcrkera in the par.ty, 
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'l'ho original nuclaua of coJIIl'ades in the ohipyiU'd worked herd and long 
to help build the po.rty. ':b~y raol'lllted on the basis of their acti'Wity and preo
tige i!l'the union aa outotanding militant.. 'l'hey worked under the direction of 
reaponsible party leaders, tor tha moat part directly eupervioed by the PO of the 
liP. The party failed in its responaibilitiea to thot>, failed to educo.te them in 
the ideaa of Marxlom, failed to give them a correct. or1ontnt1on ond porapectivo. 
The preaa failed to fill in :tor what thoy could not': say or did not knott how to 
soy. They h,~d no literature to reo.d which could expln1n, in teres fcm111nr to 
them (the Acericllllizc.tion ot Jlolsheviac), ·whnt the idec.e of the pc.rt:r uore. 'riley 
worked horoicc.lly end persistently 't71th the few tools given to thom by the ~nrty, 
yet lost nll thnt they hnd wn in the union e.nd oll the recrlli ta to the party. 
They found that tho idens of the party trere not listened to juot tthen tho ~rkors 
oll over tho country >rere porldl!il' up their ,ears nnd lhtening to propngondn 
ngo.inst cnpito~ism, Such""" _tho teclmique-o! the WP 1 e TOlles p!ll"tyism. 

In the course o:t n few centho,- J.K, recruited no lese thDD 13 wrkers 
from °C11 , soven- 9f them llcgroes ond. six white. One of. these worker a never o.ttsnd.
ed 11 brnnch ceeting ond yot wns liated "" "pnrty •coabor." H_e loft tO\ro o.nd wns 
n~ver aeon ag~in. Dix of thA othel'B ntt~ded no more tht:>.n tWC? brr.nch oeeti:ngs, · · 
but were re;:ardod !le •raecbe~s•for mntho aftertn:'.rds. Of the rem!n1ng 6, .llb011t 4 
attended with e.n:r degr•e of regularity fo~ nny length of tice. !l!hnt tillS their· 
rec<il•d in .the party, ns n s1Jll.ple. check of ·the branch rlinutes will tcotify, 
{Ty-J?iczU of the WP, ;.;han. tl"'~ng :pso)!la ;..oa~v -i'i~.lly gi.-;.;n Up ;.n~ ~-o~ad •. tha;r 
scro!llllod tho.t the 11Johnsoait&s drove thee out, • but they oould ·not so,y trlll>t drove 
out J .K, lo.ter on ond the work:ol"B vho ·were plnced in " oepr.rnte brlllloh trhera the · 
Johnsoliit~o 0 aould roDt bother thee,") · · · 

li'ar· J,K. the trndeo -union movenent Md tho progreaaive groupe wra • · 
eve~;)>thir.g. Foz: bic the pricn>'Y :tunction ·o:r the po.rty, in reality .the oilly 1:Unc
tion, """ to build these pl"<lgroasive groups·, 'load thee end fight for of:t1co.in 
the Unions, !rho tundocentn:J. ideas <>f 'the t!OveJl•nt., the principlea of iTotillQiai:>, 
both·v.!tbin nnd outside the ptll"ty had no .plnce 1nhh schace of"th1ngs, He 11ant
ed n party e.nd progreosivc gi'oli'p 'whicli wllld hnve •sood rel<1tions 11 ·with all.'. 
ve.i-ieties of· "prog>'esaivoa.• ·xo •did not inte1id to, ond neve~ did, 'cor.teat other 
parties and lllll.on groupo too s~lir on 'Progra=tic issues (other thl:>.n the' three 
point progrol:l) tor foar. ot. 01B9lo.t1ng .u&• or .11 CIIltngoni'dng thee •. • 

. . . '~ 

J,K, wout hio cor;ey ;,; ;.,cheoked·, (except by the proso~t. Johnso":" 
Forest. tendency whose attitude in'ls co_nsldered 0Mtagon1stic") building the l'f'.l.'t1. 
in the il!nf:e of his poll tical :brans, which included crupport for··Henry Wallnco, 
He tnll€llt nett co!:li-ncles thnt the'pnrt1 the,y hnd joined was the p!ll"ty o.s hii' con- · 
oeived >t. Erber nnd the PO ofterod no bnsic cr1tician of his idena nt -~ tine, 
except to others privntely, 0\lt of this,confllsion of tho party >rith the progree~ 
1ve group it tras inov1tablo thnt opportunl.en should N"1se, born of confUsion na 
to the purpose and :l'Wiction of: tho party, Ita reflection in. the pnrty """:that 
J,K, recruited 'tlorkars to o. nort of olu'b of 0vork:1ng 1:10n ot good will, n 11ho tlllllt 
to build o. Lnbor Party and toke over tho Government RS they did in EncJ.nncl,. 

He resisted oll 9lnue• of nny kind with the e:pl!lllntion thnt "it 
would frighten the worlcoro 1_\W.,Y, n "they nre not interested in thnt, • or •thoy 
lf<luldn•t understand it, • etc, Fo""""' nnd brenoh educntionnl.o "oro wntored dotrn · 
not only for the aonallDption of contacts but for conbero, T~y WO~O.DndO hostile 
to thooey end discussion )>:f both E~b•r nnd J.K. (IncUontive of .this tr!la ~bor'e 
oppooi t1on to the cnlling of n convention 1utend of n tiorll:era' Oontoronco, b~ 
cnuse •conventi<'Ds throw the P<>rtY bnokwRrd nnd a oonterence' ttlkoo un fonrr.rd." · 
!!'his stoL1tled trol'l hb ao11t:opUon that tho theory ot tho tiOVenont Willi •sectnritin, • 
tliat 11pol1t1.ca" vas beyond the kon ot the vork:ors, nnd thnt all they noadod 'llaa 
11action; 11 ) 
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After two.~...,.. 1z1 oU1' :p,.,.(f, ·Olio vt lll8· vorlrora (J.W.) ·iav.i ·:an · 

eduaat:lon&l on the 11 MeaniJl& ot Revolutioll!ley Soai&liolli, • 'lil which he pl'Oolaillo4 
thet tb~ pu.rpooe · o! tile pnrty waa to build a labor pii.l'ty which ·110Uld bo wte4 
into power ·and croate socialism, It we.a not hb : 1'eult, !rho. oanoep~ion ot aori~t 
power tms never given to him, He we.a. """""4 when, "in the courae ot the 41sllUodan 
various comrndes pointed out his error il'1··oi'der to claritY.· the ioouo~ .AIIatiier 
member of th~ ariglnnl group·hBd iu~linntiona'to Join the OP beonu~o "~t.wno 
lnrger nnd oould get 11101'0 done•" Still another wnnted to' become II .Democrntic 
Committeemon. One ot tbeee recl'Ui~ed 'by J.B:.,, n:l'ter ho lo:l't the pnrtll', 'booame 
tied up with the renctiolll!.17•AC'l'U lind denounded the •rode.• !rho 8l1l:IG ~:~nmber 'IIIlo 
wnnted to become n Decocro.Uc Com:ul.ttoecinn becanle Jrlghly Dl'Oll.lled whell ll,>.rnin 
visited sose delinquent reoruita in on ntte~t to activizo then, end in tho course 
of hie reiiDl'ks told thoae vorkero thnt wo wre 0in b\loincao to build tha Wl' 
which stood xor a revoluUon ng!Unst the existing order t111d not to build o. Lo.,or 
Party, which wnlLonly 011it 11ttlo p!U't of our .!dens.• He thought thnt this shottld 
not be snid to party .!!ml!£a. · 

~ •• workors .;~ the k:tricl .,ru; 'muat be recl'\Uted 11' ti>e party is to 
get Bill/' place, Tholl' are devoted nnd aelf-qacrificing, They ehoUld ~4ve been and 
were welcomed into the partii. ~he party abDUld he~• boon and was proud to recrUit 
them, :But then we had the job o1' raiaiJlg theil' undsrstcn41ng nnd consciousnoos. · 
Tint is the jOb ~ a Mai-z1at party, . !//he laOrkers OBililOt learn acientif1c 'oooil.ll~. ' 
ism by thei!!Oelves, llut ·the pnrt;y inoiited ·on staying >tith then at tho level tti.· · .. · 
which J,B:, reduced all politics, inatead Of r!>is1Dg·th["1 t~· the lcvol oi." llo<'iisri~-
;!"ne pii.l'ty rsoruited ther.t !rut did not teRCh them th.~t which they had. to .know if 
thel/' !181'0 to beco"" aetiye and-dapable rovolutionariaa,· . Cnly. the· vision of a·· ·:· .. ,-, 
IIGW BOCiOtl/'. and the COI\Viotion thnt·i t·ia iogicnlll/' inevi tnbJ..o , Ctin induoo workers , . 
to give their J.1ve.s to n' pnrtl/'• 

!l'hnt .those thiU&s happened Wna .inevitable, given tlta ri~:~;:,;:~,f~~:; 
recrtiitacnt nnd educntion under tho direct 1ntluence of J,l{, nnd t 
guidance of Erber. !r"As pnrtll' paid dearly tor this dinoricntation tli th 
result t!la of ell the ZO workers re~~iied froti =on in the course Of the no:,b•1 o: 
work, Ollll/' tWQ Ql'O nov tlBtlb_ora, one !IOtiVO and one· inactive. 'rhe on".J.l: nnss 
pnrty t1nishe.a. by bobllf eJ:Jall lllld without contact >rith tho nnsooa,· Such 1s th'i> 
VBll' of nll opportunilltl when ool:ll"ndes attecpt to appll/' lt to th~'b)liadir,g of o. 
revolutlonnry J?ll"tl/'.. ' . , · ," · ·. · . , · ·" · · ...... :. ·'· 

One o1' th~ rDre 'serious o.aps9te of tlit~ nntter '!"8 the dlroot raspon
e1b1l1t;y of .the ~0 which WBB avnre froc the st!':l"t of J,B:, '• pcl1Ucal views end.· 
of his bru~ic dit:l'0rcnoee with Jlolehevian, It·wlls mmro of the ·r>?rb.or leos· te"!P
orney nntvze of his oo.jolll'l'l in the pnrtl/'. Yet it .obstinntoly· rei'l:<ieJ. to porllit< 
·BIIll' clnri:!'icBtion of the relationsllip ot J,B:,! s poli'tfc~ ·to t¥\ of n revolutioD
nr;r party, Yt did not check o" ccrr~ct hiq views. and· r.indO' no . .'n.ttqqpt eta :ilo so', . 
Nor did it propnro the wo••ker comrades politionlly fer his eventual ilop~.rtlii-o or· 
tor their work 111 the Vlll!glllU'c!. pfn.ty, · Aa ·far no thoy tmro pemittdd toknot~, there 
·~r· 110 poli\icnl ditterencea oetveon J,B:, and .the par~)'. i,o., thel/' 'ncoopted 
h!.c no their leo.der lind his IJPproo.ch as tlta approach o.f'the pru"tl/'. 

!!1lta pnrt:y cou.ld not warn the :ciocrndee a~ut J,B:, and hio .idellll bo
cauoe it hn:\ coqplotelll' capitulated to hie, His politicml·and o'rgMient:lon:tl · 
conoopto could not be resisted:b;y the leadership of tho I;'I'. ··Tho llistClkes. :for _1. . .• .• • 

which tho liP oventw.lly pp.id nre the ciatllkes ani! roeponsi'dlitll' of Erber. rind ·11he •,. .. 
enti~e WP loo.dsrehip. !rhe U...jority could not. attnck nnd defeat the idone of · ·,:. ... 
Erber, thel/' co'!l.d •IIlli' CIJPi.tlilate to .hin no he .,co;pHulnted to J.IC. An unb~i)k>:.. , : · 
nble ohai>l of ~l.'l'ortunis t d~vi11tion IIIIa :l'orse!l,,.l>y the polit~CJil line o:r t)le liP.,;;.· 
L"ter on the 11 0{1dre 11 ot Shncht11n11 Clluld onl;r continue the nttel;>p.t to build .on;'·tll.e 
quic!ca11VGr :toundntl..on_ l'i>tt by Er~e~ and J,B:; ', to 'cn~el" to nzid ;.?~lllll5 ~~ 

. -· . 
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preJudie<>o in tho, ...Ozi<e~o by de:.oid1114: political d1ocuooioll0. Such a m~~od could :. ·;~~ 
olll,y lead to d!aintegration. •·•·f 

AI! J.!.Wip.b4 .Ql!••rectlon 

In tb.e .. tal'l. ot l94S, a tow. of ~ ~ •. ·a determined. effort to reetif)' 
the nature of tbe·part:r'• internal. educatio'nolo, .''1.1' IIOthill& elsa. We laiotr that 
H wpuld be art1!1c1ol, that auch n, cll:ill&o could onl;v.bi> coaploted by n ooll!ploh 
"'···:nge in tho pnrty1 a orientation &lld P'eso (lllolig ~be li' eo indicated in Jobn110n'l 
;i.';~. Enl>~. kitntion) 'ru~ we also !mew thi>t a :tnilure to IIIOko tbe 
a.te~~~pt would moM e. catastrophe in the nonr future. !rho Executho·Comml.tteo, 
at least forml.l$', ngrsed ti1th us, In tho IDinutee ot September 1?, 1945 !.a the 
following stnte,.ntl 

•!~:no most 11llp0rtnnt tnak :fnclng tbe brnnch in the co,.ing per
iod 1s eduoation• l(e . ....St lenrn the prillc.iples of ooclllliam and. 
tho progrlllll of the party. All of ua ~·t .letirn tth;r \to need· n ; 
:~Brty l~e our0 and beco1111. randy Md. nble .. to ape$ for end defend 
the perty nnd ita pr1nc1pleo.. ~e edtte.atipnnls ~·t become tho 
moat io!port011.t pnrt of the brnnch meeting,' !rbe schedulocl topics 
are: l, . ~lle VP !'lid t.hl!. Lnbor Pnrty 

2, !rbe. American Workers nnd tlle llnte ot Elu'ope 
J. ·Ruaota'1n ,tl:lo War • lfhclt ·it ll'ought ll'or · 
4; P~oblena of .the .No&rQ ·wotkera 

A neriea of publ1c foriAca :'llt\R .Ill eo Bi;hoduled, to. coo'.e•• ~be follo1f!ng: . . ' . ' . . . 

1. Atomic Power and the l'uturo o:t tho Worke~a ' 
2. How Would Soc~lllism Work: . . 
J. · Trade t1niona. find Pol1t1oal Action· 
4. . 'l'ho .Need for n Labor Port,- , . . .. ~. 

L class in tho 11l'llndsmentllls Of Sooilllismb wne lllso projected but .. the· 
workefs coul.d not 0 :1'!nd tibe" to att'ond; It '<!Is Itt let.et · n beginiling and ·w., · 
hoped 1 t would be ailovod t!) pidt up st~am o.s 1t rolled along; . · 

!rho next se~ies of :e<\Uont1onllls WD.ll . on tho followillg toj,>l.ce: 

1. !rho Meanl.:ng. o:t: Rev,olut1oni>r:r Socie~1sm .. 
2. !rho <l,uesUon of Unity bottt~on the SWP nnd thoWP 
3. !rho Vetez:i.na and .t!>o Pnrty ,. · 
4. Tho Colllliwlist' Pnrty Chr.ngo ·in Line 

··:0.' •• ' 

!!!hose readlne this artlole nre certl}i~ ·to· comment tlw.t cuch topi.oa · 
are not eltt>otly •eooter1c" !lllpacta ot llarxlat tijeo:;7, .but even. these roprosen~od 
" tremendous step f'onmrd troD whi>t. hnd boon,· It w.U. doo110d ttise to "moke hnsts 
slowly" in order not to arouse tho bitter MitJOdty o.:r' J,X. nnd hh supporters. 

In the 1l!e};ort. of .the, Ou~<ioin&:kecUt1Ye. CoJ:11!1ltteeit given in' Novombsr 
1~45, " review ot the 'lfDrk acoo"Plia)led alnc0. Erl>er liad ~·oft nnd l!arnin hnd b~··~ 
<>r(!l>nioor, tho follo>ling atntecen~. "'~"" !:Indo nil!\, oongUrred in J!y .llll.ll.ton9h I!!QJibora 
.111111 h!ld~tp: 11 I11 tho pl\ot ton t1011tho the br!U\QII' line: inol·ensod its De>:~berah!p b:r 
lOc;ftlith the reoruHDilnt or 19 :\)eople. llut. this ia not the end ot thn q'Uaation. 
we 'must keep llll thoio people, odl>oBte tbeD, · '1ilcrenso' their understnnding of lind 
lo~nlty to the p>rty, in br1ef to DDk:a thee rovolut~OIInrf sociAliats. !l!hnt·1i 
the biggest probl~m 'before ue. lf .U 11 ,ng1 .i2l!,d Jill, JhiiU l2s lliM+ .2:f: ~ .. 
reqrul.tg, for J!ltliiY of thel:l uo necbore 1n nane ol\l:r •.. Tho onl:r ootJ.lod of inteBI\~ 
tion 1s edllontion. !rhe1•e 1,o no ahort e1t, ·Eduo .. ~onlll >IO~lc 1e the oost 1DpOrhnt .' 
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task of the branch e.t the pl'econt time, ev.m it it 111111t be done at the expense· ot-. 
other p!ll'tY or union aot!vity, Without tl!nt, 811d regular attend811ce o! all 
people, no l>rogress can be madt;'•''· 

· A ~~~>nth later w atte"Phd to speed up the p>•oceaa and raise the · . 
level still more, A plan we.s devised to :b,.ealt the branch up into several n squads• 
for the purpose of both education and activity, which would supplement the •rork 
of the br!lllch as e. unity, 1. long, and perhl\ps too ambitious, program was drawn 
up for both the •aquada" (which wuld actuallY be small olnooes) and the branch. 
For the n squnde" tho following W>lll the program: 

1. 4 \leeks - Element!ll'll' N""xinn Zconol!lics (usiD<: "" toxt o. bulletin 
1ssuod by tho po.rt:y !llld with supple!!!entnr:r ra<.dings in 
"Value, Price !llld Prof!t," and •wose-Lnbcr and Ceyital") 

2, 4 Weeko - Elementary ¥~nn Politics; the State and tho Working 
Cle.ss (using o.e text a bulletin issued bt the party .and 
.,;.th supplemento.ry readings in the Oollm!Ulliet Monifeeto 
and •sto.ts and Revolution•) · . 

4. 
·. 

;. 

. 6, . 

2 lleoll:o - Socinliam and Y~n• - '.rhe rovolutlonnr:r o,ppl'Oo.ch to 1~:~
perialht .wsro, progreesiva wars "'!d pacifism· {ro:W.i~.s( 
in "Socinlism ond lf!ll', n •war and tl>l Second Intornntionnl! :' 

· ·~ !~~th Inte!'nt\tional on~ li'n:r"~l) · .. :- · 

2 lleeks - The Nature of Modern Imperialism (reo.clings 
. •Imperin11sm11 ) • 

4 Veoka- 0A~l1oo.tion of. Marxism to Modern Hiotory11 
· .. · 

· . n) The SpBnl.all. il1v11 If.,.. (:oo.d!~• in Morrow) 
b) Jl'ronce - 1936 to · 1945 (rcii:Ldinga in ~rot skY) r: 

. . - ' . ' . 
2 \le&ll:• ~- "!!:he l!.oad to Po11er11- Whl\t is l!olshevl.dll? Whl\t is 

!rrctok1ism1 WhY Do We Need ·n Party? llofo:rn cr·: Lo"'>~u,.· 
tiol1?- · _(:reo.cl1ngs i"n Lenin ~ •Tho Apr!i Theses, n 
Is To :Be Do~, n lll>d 11!rhe To.sks of, tho Proloto.ri"t 
Our Revol\ltion, n Trotsk:r .- nstnJ.inisn nnd l!olcllov·l.ol~•), :-'·': c:; 

The br~~nch educp.tionoJ.s called for: . 
1. A:A Analysis of the Sooial Donoorncy 
2, World Revolution vs, Soeinlisn in one Country 
J, !rhe Oo=ist Party !llld tho OoiXIintern 
4, Lessonu of the Poria CoocWoe 
S.· "Lessons of October" · 

These ller6 rundacontnl. lt is true that they are not exo.ctly close to tho 
problems of tho workero in Aaorioa, but we cast unde~atond tho.t it is necosssrf 
to use the tools nt hnr.d until tho psrty nccompliohos the turn indicated by O'lr. 
tendency on the question of MAJ:Iar1co.nhntibn of l!olahovism, • i'.<'OD tho.t point ~ile--
inteation wns then to nove into ~ diacuoaion ot the various pointe of view the 
p:u·tr on dinputed quostions (>~hioh these -workers ho.d ne"Oor heard) in oi:der · 
pi.'O_pl>l'C in c. nQn-i'aetionaJ. l:lllllliOr fOl' the eppro~ohing pr ... OOIIVt>ntlon ;d~~:c~s~~.~~~:) 
Tho er~ti.L•e oricntu.tion vas rtteiuiied. by tho_se ::es:ibc~e ~ho l~ter !orr.ted 
and s~pportcd ~ those mocbora in the tnt~e Minority, cecbera of tho 
forest tondonc;r. · 



~·-;··. :· , ,·· .. or:o(~tio~ .• ·o~~~- not''':: ':=~~-:e::'-:j~:=~~.~:t:-~·::~~=i:~::,::,:~·~,:\rr:!?~f~ 
I. · entr1111oo into the a1 tti&t.ton ot 0oll&'adso J'onltiCk and Brad to. bollter ~lie .llo\)ort ty · ·• 

:: ... : tantion with their intense f~tctional aot1v1t;y, The masters of the concrete 1;101i ··~ 

.· or March o:t 1946, ·aomralie ll'omrick became tile org1111her of the branch and tho· \i 
[ 

beoe.tle the llliiBtel's. of the voey concrete question of convention votes, In ll'ab!'Uai'T .... , 

·, n?Uvity of tho p!U•ty '"'"given over to the direction of the Majority caucua. •~ 
( t·. . 

A Qontrut ~ ll.!2 !9.J:l5 Ai !!!!!. 

In e:mot contrast 111 th tho work done at non wns the work of Mornin 
in "II", whore he begnn to "ork in late 194J, Except for the impossible combinn~ 
ion. of eoctar1an1sm and oppo=tWlism represented by Arnold, a comrAiio >rho brut 
boon in the plant for yelll's and hod not gotten n oin&].o aubocripUon to•• the 
pnrty pre so, not n oiJI&le ~ntact, nor brought " single worker to n party mooting, 
Mo.rnin hnd ta wrk oonq,letely alone ant\ .!n !!. sJ:!!!.rt ti!!!.e }.l'!lald, tee, ·ra-ns :-o~"i'Gd 
trom the scene by n l~ott, !!'he local '111\8 nbso1utoly apolitical, it hnd never 
heard of our p<U"ty or wl>nt it stood :fl>r, It wns necossary to begin from scrntch 
and deVelop some COI!tnch aDd begin the work of disoeminatin& pnrty propngnndo on 
tho !rrnnsi tionril Pro&l"'lm and for ooel.aliec, 

In the coll!'ee of the tirst yen:r ot nctivi ty t9J.•-oo ... nde o)tto1~d over 
;o aubscl'iptions to. the paper, ""n the respect ot all the\.~Y.e_l>llion cembellll, 
vns neUva on n number of union 'lOmml.tteea, beenme n-shop atevard;-anr..ms-li:iiotm 
t!lroU&}lout the plant ae n "t:ed, tt @d. to llla2lY a.a _a "!'rotal...7l~.t~~ -!n ~e · ~'tV· did:_-·

-thii ha.wpUr his work in .tho untoilr.- Ilere. 'UnlikB.What Wa.s'dono at- non. We opposed 
the sndorcsmont of Eooaevelt for r~election and fought down the line on thio· 
que•tion, even though_ we wore absolutely,lso4ted, At •en they IIVOided the que,_ 
tion bec.use it •wo~d emb~rna•. them• with their supporte~s. 

. Wa made n contcioua .effort .to pol1t1clllize tlic local; introdu~1ne,o'll'' 
. ~ 1dva.s whenevel" 'an· opening prEisolited 1 taelt nnd soon won J:2nllY adherents on 1n

di vidual questioni>, Without e.n;y machine or forcnl groupin& of im;y kind '110 soon 
became a force to. be reCkoned with in the local· bocllUlle of the otrength of our 
idens Md the. principled J:IQ!Illel' in which "".aond:dctor! ov~ry fight,·. In ~. cllort' 
tice all. the tlCtiva unionir~tia understood the differences between oocialisc and. 
cnpitaltoc, between tho polio)'. o:l' the CP and the liP, eto, We fought bord on the 
question of diaari!Jination oe;ninat Negro .workers· tmd tton tho ardent support of . , 
every Negro worker in the plMt," and to. this dey "" are the only enos -·ohey ?eepsot 

· ai:lon& the union nct1Vie~•. 'One O%<'.nple of vhnt can ~eslilt :!'roc such ~.policy' is 
that in one of ~he aol:Jil!1tteos, the PAO;.·the workers asked for t1 dobo.te between 

. ,the OP and the WP. · · 

In tho course of the yenra over 30 workers troc 11 \"' wre •Ol<J)osed•. 
to various pnrty coatings - to~ and elassoo, bu~ only one was reoruited,· Many 
ot these workore told co that they heard better diacuaoiona on the union noor 
between the proponents ot (lifferent pointe of view, The pnrty o:rtel'ud thstt 
nothing thnt they· did not l\lrendy have in the union, nnd they snv no reason why 
they ohould Join the party, !rile spokoscen tor •revolutionnry aoo:lalisc" o:rtcred 
thsm no thins but trade union ndvice, which they did not pnrticulnrly tr.~~~t or ne~d. 
Pnrt1culnrl;y vns thie ti:'Ue when , during the course of n tour month strilto in 
1946, they henrd FenwiCk speck 1111d all he hnd to oey 'line "st1cl: to ;;-our dlll'lt\nda, • 
!l!he in1mta"ole ll't~~~ldoll: could not ®naeive of using tl:l.a no the most wondonul. 
~rtunity tor tho complats azpoaure of the .lnbor buro~areoy, the linitntiona 
of the t rndc llllion atrugsJ.o IUld tho Mceaal ty tor n tundonenttll solution to the 
problocs of oooiety, p~ooieoly whet they hod baon told by tho pnrty roprosontnt!ve 
in tho pl~~t, Mnrnin, 

1157 
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In the couree o:t the atdl<e, in which Harnln pl~d a cpnapi-• 
ro~o in both the orgonizatlonol aed edncatlonol aapeote of tho union'• etrll<e 
t~no'oioacy, the opportunlcy wu uaed tcir a continual expoaitlo11 ot the uelaolty 
~·~ '· ;;J idl\'4: ~calo ot wal;eo, the· need tor seneral atrike nct1on, the need tor 
u u.,.,_. ;;urn :tor the workers movoment, etc, !his vu 110re then the :,ltl>'t:Y itself '· 
ctooc '0 do, .Under' OUCh OOilditiOilS, without ill ~ ...., I~ thnt all tint '11M 
.!i "' .,~ nun mw cor.,ect n11d. all thht· we done Bt · "P" me vro~~g, 1t """ virtuall:r 
iL;>ouoible to recruit, 'l'he 11eed for " re'ldutioilnl'y p!ll"cy 111111t be tought b7 tho. 
pnrty in ita press before n11 indlv1dlll1l lll<3l!lber onn hopo to conltince his circle 9t 
t;ympathizero to Join, Thh the liP ""-" lnOB~l>le of doing 'be=•e they could DOt 
U!lderst111ld .vhnt the role of tl;w party 1m8 r.nd vhnt the worlcore· ,.,e looking fer, 

In contrast t1Hh the wor'.c:ero at •o•, 11ho tba llnJor1t:y clr.imed tm::o 
not.in~orooted·1n·~hoo~, oll tho vorkor eontneta nt rv• nzo 1ntonaolY intoroetod 
in le=i~~g IMre nbout tho the'oi';y o1: lltu':dom. aecentl:r. two of them do::.....:;J.od · 
u.,t I .,.,loin, ti)e theor:v. q! ·d1hle9Cical md hiatoriczt oint~r1al1s:> to thom; lll!d 
we dlecueood for.- onr fO)U' hours, 'llhen. I spoke about tho fUture "history of 

. hu:nnll1ty•. in eontrnot with the pnat histol't of.explo1tnt1on, one ~f them ::ooponcl
'., ed: •You know, all IllY life. 11-re be~n t!ght1ng,_ but I. think tbnt no" I'c begilUling 

to knoll what I have to !isht ssniMt nnd wbat .I he"" to fight _for,• · · 

!l!odn¥, even ro..ct!.onary wrkc::s who 111'0 110t aa ;yet ~thotic to ou::. 
!"e'G'~l~tt,cni\f'y id,_,~. o';t'tors ~ro~:ma to :~t t~t I~ r"-eht on thl.g_ .,!'- t'!'t.t!t_~·.:.. 
question \lhieh, the ·union dleCilllaed in the· past ye!U'll,, such 1\8. tm exposure. of 
United Natl.ons,,•,the ..:rposu::e of the probable atto.cl;: b:y the Oove...,.,ent on the. 
\mions, the m:;x>au::e of the· CBpitulati~~g r<>le of. the ~nbc:: 'bu::enucrnc;; ~.nd the.· . 
aool.ol'::o'Ote of ·~hoir llehnvior, the 'eltposui'e ott.'>? Stalinist~ end" predlcti?••.·• 
of hew their l111e ~'>uld chnil&e, otc •. It I. a onl;v suc;h work which cM ·prepnre .·' -;.,,·."•e 

. tho> soil :f'or.the :t'.ituro stt:~the~~ of the ptol'~;y, ".'llUt.l.t requires p~>tienca~ ~ 
that· quality ·~hich th~ liP tllld ita aupporte::a cMnot o,cquire 'llectlllGO of their · 
!oleo politicol Uno. · .: 

.Al:t \his 'll'!rl:: .was dec::illd. by' the vP 'b.eeawie;· •lt doesn't 
thing unless the::o. ere raal results- .::ocruits,lt' l!ut'tor all of 
e.ccoe>plishiDants• it 1s ooJ.:y in tllis local thnt .the part;r1 e vo~ce ctlll be hot\1';1 
todey. It b ool;y ho::e that .we ht\ve n pereon·in the Union covenont of thio olt.-. 
vllO 1s ·::acognl.zed thronghaut the d.t;y r..a " c"pt\ble, nettvo unionist and olno' "·· · 
'l!::otolcylst, I~ is ho::e t!>t\t ol.l. progressive idens · !lt'O wnrt!l:y reoetvad. today, . · ,. · 
while the poor tiP IID.an' t .. _oyen got o." door to knock on ill hope 9f renclling " worker 
c<mtnct. At. ~ tl.ca nov or in the fUturo the neil in this locol con bo t!ppro!ichocl' 
b7 ·a represente.tfTa of tho coveaent l!llld he -will get o. henr1ng, All of thoir '·· . .· 
contncts i11· "O" !ll"e "deiici.• "" f'lr "" the liP is concerned, T!mt 1s t<horo op)10r\Un•i: 
let• politico enda up - in n;bl1nd olle:y.,. ill contrnst with the oppo::tunit~es which · 
ciUl be !l"-inod b:r n conolstont course of tirc.llolshevik r.ct!vlty in the unio11s; 
on expression of conf1dence 111 cne1a politicrl ll11e opd in the prolotnriat • One 
road nlld .onl;y one cnn le!ld to tho .building of tho llolahovik l'll1't7 ln Aco::1Cl\ or. 
olsewb.o::o, Bbnchtl!l!lil end Erber could not develop n a:.ort .cut, thoy oculd not · ', 
<liscover " no>r rond. to tho tlt\sses, bacouso one dOes not ~et, T1.1oi:: soorch Ifill: ' 
never Qnd WI til the;r return ~· the ideas of tho mvoa.:>Dt< · !l!hnt ic for tl>.llc ~ 
decide. · · · ·. 

~ , ... 
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In March 1946, the preconven,!ta d1aauiaion waa becon ta·tbe P~la
dolphia ooct~on.. Co!:U'ade li'emlick lt&l 11011 orpnher a2l4 his plan ot action • 
coll•d for the creation ot t1<0 braaohe• ~t of the aiDgle brP.llch which e:xl.otad 
at tha~ time, !!'he membero of the MinorU::r oppo1ed it but nbstllined on the vot~ 
in crdor to allow the Najorit:r to have ita. wey, It wns the begl.nni~~g ot tho end. 
ln the convention discussion itnol:!' tbli section split sq\la.:'el::r do>Tn the middle, 
•·tlth 14 voti~~g for onoh position, . Of t~o 10>1'11:er elements who were st~ll aotive 
in the b~anch, . 2 voted with the U1110t.l t:r., end J or 4 ot the ship "orlco.:.-! voted 
ldth tha.llnjorit:r,( onl:r one of the lat.te.r 1a .. till active in the po.rty, 

The yard olosed do>m duri11g thh period nnd it """ lot"t to the Mojo. 
orit::r to "11.?~ out" all those who eo'tl.d 'not be aotivhed, :B::r tho end of the ;relll', 
of nl~ the ~workers recruited fro~ riil souroeo iu~the couree of sovon yor.r~ or 
.~-e:k ~hs;:a Wijza t:mc~ly 4 still in t·ri.e movement: (_;.in the WP und 2 .lriiih tho M1n
orit;:r, TMt WBS all tlut. was lett ill. tho ruins ot Erber's 0 omal.l mass p"rty,n 
The plll't::r WBS n complete shambles. lfot· even··ShnchtlllllD'• cndre could SllVO it, 

BY the fall o:r 1946, the p!lt'ty 'IIIia n&llin the sMe condi Uon of oot>O 
plate isolo.tion frol3 the Wlll'!dl\8 olnes ae it wno in 194o. ~his was so npptll'ont 
thnt, under the leadorship o:t li'onwl.ck, the branch propn:oed " oerioa of .forul:!ll 
which could be ehe.rnoterlstic onl:r · o:t a pe\t;r-'bourgeols groupl11g >thich cauld 
not ~en lllllke a serious nt'te"!Pt to re4Ch the working clc.as, Thiu sorioo included · 
t~ !~lld~o!n& ~b.!eot!!j · 

: l~ The Problem ot PBle~tilie 
.2, L1 terature nnd Politico 
;!. Ps;rchellllnlysls a.nd Politico 
4. Dioleotlcnl l!aterinlisl:l rutd Science ·, 

·.And this ttso smoaed to r"F••ent tho p~y which hnd n •new Nld ~o l!li!>roocb .. 
to the 'wcrtdl\8 claeo"l A ech!lol ""'" ·orll!>nl.:ed with cl:>Sooa on the CIO, the F<nirtll'" 
International on4 the progrQl:l of'the party. t!orcllF nnyone. attended, At th1o · 
'Wt'i ti~~g ·the TtP 1s ellgB&ed tn en. olebtlon ·all"!Palgn, w!J,l.c!l lo probt\b:i::r th9 onl::r . 
factor wllich· """blee thelll to rol!IO-\i!. alive ld th 1\ll;:r · eotobli\llne ot ·on orgonlzntiori, 
If it ware not £o~ this the::r would in all. ilkli.hoad ~toJ4 their tonto ii!ce nn 
.~ab Olld ailentlr steal alfl!,)7,• · There h nothing ;taft for theru to do, 

Unitl( ia the onl;v .porspecUve ,for thorn, but people Ctlllnot see that, 
Ot tho dooen or so people lett, the dajorit:r ere ngllinot unity 111 th tho SliP, 
and one of: them openly announced th~t ho 'pretertoed unity with the·SP to ucl.t::r 
ldth tho noallll0nite3,n 'l'ha;v continually rant 1llld rave ngllinat tlte 0burgnucrnUa 
Jungle" of the SliP, and nre l!l!ldly soB!dng gutll'nl>tees tor "·free 11 ideologicol 
l!!e," n~t: th.-:.t thc::e ~.ro uo 1-rOrk.:;rtt r~o\Ul~- to encuober _ nnd ho.tnpar thco,. !l'ha:r 
have ended where tho::r beg~~n • in iaolntion, Politionll:r too, thoy !wto onded 

· where tho::r. be~ - >:1 th a pro:t'oun4 deviation from llllrx1o1:1 which woo o:::tondod i>nd 
deepened in the courae or the ~'eP.rs lllld wne retleoted in the orgnnhntiolltll 
development nnd degenera.tio'!• 

!he liP eagerly seoks to tind a acapegont tthich will obvinto the 
neoeosit:r for 1'1ndi11g othsr solutions to this r.n,jor probl9n of t!1o loqo of 2:3 

·workers out ot 27 recruited, .which in turn 13 Mrel)" L\ Mnifeotntion of orgon
izntionnl degenerntion in ather spheres of pnrtt notivit:r, lt 1e n t.;~ieo~ly · 
burenuarntia hnbit, t:rp1onl of patt.v•bcurgsoia politico in gonornl. to oook the 
nnower in tho rom ot. a a....,ogaat, when it 1M fOund i"l'osoib;lo or too diffiouU 
and embaraas1118 to u:plllin certain phenoni!IIR within the oontoxt ot their polUlcol 
line, C~tllirol;,> oho l'epreoentntiveo ot the liP lellder•l>lp in Phllndoll'hin, auoli . 
no li'omwiok, llrnd M.d Arnold, made no nt'to111pt .to u:plnin "ht't he,ppenod in n poUUr· 
al Mll!ler, lie, tor our pa:ot, belleve that the liDa,er 11o6 in the idons vhioh ve. ~ ·' 

. bo.VIl pHeeutGd to the movotlt'nt tor 1 t& oondderatioll, 
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lfa!.v ot the wor!cere ithD vue rec:ui ted wero Resr•••• 8114· llezie the 
rarty :tailed ml.oerab!T. · Inetaad ot emphaeidac tile rolo o:t the Re£1'0 ill tile 
coming Amerieen tovolution and the necieeo1117 and progressive •ole which 1fegro · 
orgr.n:loat!oJlo oould play, they oompleto17 denisratal. the at%'U81lle o:t the Negro. 
ma,.c., :.r~· . .>:'at· their revolutionary instincts e.nd failed to IMke thom feel at 
home ill the pert;y, EventuallT even the'.more arUoulate 11egro comrtules ndopted 
tho attitude ot the Majorit;y that their struggle was •the same ne that of tho 
>rhl.te "orltor,• );ono of them wao ever BCtuall;r integrated into tho part;y, 
soo~aU;y or politically, !'art of the onaver, if not all ot it, lies in tho 
thoorotloal contributions which our tendency has presented on the Negro quoatlon. 

It 1o time now, that \'0 llltllce on accounting of the eeven ;years of tho 
pert;y in Ph!.ltule1phin, dro.w up tho :final bni.ance sheet, and e.ttempt to len:m 
aomething from it nnd go :tonmrd trom there, Horo it ie: 

Hggyq~~nhiv llem.,lns;d Laft the 1-iovpmAAj; 

016-Tiaera ('betore 1939) 10 B (So%) 

1940 Group 22. lJ <s%> 
Youth Recruits 11; 10 (?2%) 

Miacello.naoua 7 3 .~J~) 

Worko:rs ~~ .. ~ (8,5%). ~( -J 

!i!ot!lli 80 57 (71~) 
' . . ' . 

·The ba1o.Ji0e sh~gt i·a- dra:wn.· It. i"Gpi'eaGnt~- o~-n.~Ta16.ol Gt·J .. ;!uJ,:lfP:C:;;"'~~;) 
o.nd points the WtJ!f :ro:rvard to those who wont to unders toni!.. .. 
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Thor• &r$ t1111$o Wall the o»ootacle ot lmll&a 1\n>ocriol' h more . ~ball n..,.; 
eot>ti~ - parUillllarly when 1 t a:weara ill OUl' .o'IOD movement, I refer to the 1e.,.. 
no of ~he tl~rkc~o Part!' - &l1d I """" the lea4aro alld the lee.de~• only, 

Tbaua comradao bnve opl1 t tho. ear-dzoumo and bl:!.ndecl. tbe 4o!;ht o! all m th
in rant~• by tbalr l8111Sntnt1o111 Md J>l1lll1cat1ono about honest¥, Tirtue, ainc~1t;y 
1n pol\ t1 oo, and above all., d....,oraey, We 11311t free and. honed cl11cuodon. Ever;y 
th1111: ot importance must be pu'blhhed,· :Z..eeyoae IIIIUt knotr eTot)'thilll:o Sbachtl!lrul 
dht1n&".liohoo. h11111~lt 'bj' ·h1, lalolrla~ of. the db Unction betweea Yllat poll tioinm 
ecy Md what .~ho;y reatl;y melir.·llii ·41~covorecl;,b.r himult; not bf IIIIBl:Ydo but b;y . 
their oecrot oorrospon~.onoe, ·: ~ . , .· ". · 

·. . . : ~ .. '•. . . t •. : .... 
How, however, tho w,•, lobder~Dip'goto n o~oe t~_praet1ee oome truo 

d8liiOOrlllll'•. UJG Johnson--:l'oree,t,~ tfllde>tl'l(· BtAIOI:lhced monthl 0&0 tllet 1 t muld pu'b
lhh a :S~.londo .. Bhoet of 1h 4lf'ter..,oeo 'llith'the ·lt,P, It t,orote th1a not once .. but 
lllliDl' timoa. ' 'lllhl! lcnowled;ie of. this hns eon~ on!-. tho wrld, ' . . ... : .. .. . ,. · .. 

.. . , 
. '.'! 

': ~1 

'i 

·''· 

- .-· __ , 
!low tho· :S:Uonoe Sllo~t .. bns appeared, Thlrt;y~t,., 1"'8"~ oo111016Ung of Ben>'- · · .. ; · 

l;y 40,000 words,, It plnces tho ;Bal.,.~ Sheet ittt'M lnt":"Mtlo~. frl!llle-tTOrk, .. TM • c;,;: 
:S:Uance Sheet 'baa 'gone to over;y -tend0119:Y.~d o:ocon1mt1on ·aoMocte4 tll.th or a:rm- · .. ··.·.·.~_}_:1, 
pa.tllotl.c with .tl:!e lourth Intemnt1oMl, · It will oerte.inl;y ple;r. a l"ale nt the . 
EPC, .People """ discuss1ll,C it, '1'ho ·s,w.~A- membership 1'o roadi!!C 1t 'b;y tho-lluna..· ·-~~11 
reels ··.····· ... ' .. ~· ·. ·-,..... '· ,. :.:.; .. : .. C<J • . . ..... .. . . . .. ·s,a 
. .:m10 o~~t ke~ copt~a·: tc ,i.¥f 'ie~o, ;vou:;~e c:Orrsct, .. The llllllnbora of~;;;. . ...... ·,~~-~! 

li,P, .,.d _wey~ •.:Seoo:llile· tho1r laa4ero; ·.•h• ·8Upji,...d0!110cr!\ts,' tho purveyors of · , ·. . . .·:'i.(;J 
secret 1.n!ormrl.tlon; ·tM· P.,'blioi ty.:.e:pQr.h,• .. noy' tb~tt \lla;y nte ·rnaed wl. th n o~ue,. · .. : '"'·l 
1ntormed tlllll:lY~Jh expodllt; thair poll ~lea 11t1d their orgtl!llcntloncl ~Wo~~~:io~·• ".::•\i%Jj 
auddenll' looo thoir taste tor free clis.,.._llon,. ,.:·:-:< • '" ' · · · .... 

wo'~a~b ~~ ~m ot~a~i'\/tll~ co~tli~ oi\~~.';~~~-~: ih~e~ .. ~ n _re~· ,. ';1~ 
. nbh p1'1ce.- llo '~>~~over, Bema W•J.:• Jllllll!bero met ·u;; ·on tho·:stroet Md naked WI ·:Or ·. 'c.i'1~ 

our literntu'ra, •w.- t.ave not.>~ejlll-cble to get liold of ft.•.: i'rhe;y don't know ..... :.: _,::~ 
thnt we dl<l,~·best to get i~-to:tlwl.1n M e;riJi.ni~~ !Wlrul'r~.· · . ,·' . ·;~ 

· A IJi,lit1o!ll l•!ld.~ohtp 1~ not ill clllt;r 'boun~· t~-·b><l-ni.'t~. ita-mombara· • :·.·'.d . "Y\• 
evor;yth1ng '1tu oppcnents'pubi1oh nbout .. it,. We .a~beo,lbe to ilo •uoh dd!cv.lous . . , •.!Jl 
doetrine, :aut 1n.theoe oboumatMou, tor-the II,P, 111q1era to· re:!'!!ae to Pl~""' ., · · ·.J 
co~ie~· :·~:h:h:~::·:~:~:~n:o~: ~::::: ·:.::t:·~:r::• s:~:~::: and .0.4~:: ·. i!~ 
l!ot onl;r. c!Des it COJ?OO:rr. tho ti,:P0 1118111bersh1p moN thon ~.11 others •. It is ·theb. · · ., .. 1 
leud•rs who hl>va mndz a oult or pub.Uontion, ·This is Sbncht= oonoluding his ·· · ... i'iJ. 
11Two linea on 11nit;r•'' .... ,.,.. · .... , 

•!!light ,(!.~ ~tr coincldo h.~... llut this ~~~-cannot be 41•·~~~~-; 1~ . ~~ 
should bo 1:!' thoro 1&· doubl ... ;lenl1114o dupUoltl', conoeolment, -auper-di..,.........,, ';;! 
sel:t:-suppraoeion Or auppreao1on 'bf Othera, It CM Onlj' be d.ol\9 b;y tile ... thad ' ··.::fJ 
wo h.wo cel.'llpuloual)l followed - open, honest nnd full d.evelcpmant of pollt~Ga\ ·.·,;~ 
pos1tionn presentntion at poUticnl poeit1ons, oontrontnt1on at pol1t1ce1 . };~ 
po'aitions~ It is n ::.athvd tr, ~ C&~~~ m~ vnl.;v t-v ..r~hnQOn t~ ~o the · --·>:! 
movomont rll over the l«>rld," · ·c·~i~ 
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Now wllora ia it poadble to find n·lllOrolopen, 11onest and tu.U devolop.o 
ment of n poli~ical poaitl.on"on unity thAD in our llalnnc:e Sh~ot, Hero is n 
chnnce for prenentnt1op of n political position. and n confrontation of n pol
tical position. The W. • loaders, the :oo...,. they Bre on the recei vina et!d, 
forget all nbout the"" h1gb-faluting principles, Their members hnve to !::''' 
the llalnneo Sheet 8ft they C!Ul• 

Th1e is noth111g new. The li,P. l~adera'hnve never publiahod one single 
political doCIIDI'lnt of tlw Fou~th Interllat1'>1!nl.ll!ion we vera there, wo trie:i 1n 
vain to Get the~ to,publiah the interno.~1onsl resolution of the CIC, That 
bureaUcrat:l:c trran~ of tyro.nts, Connon, nt leB&t publ1ahod !'JJrrow1 s letter to 
the I, s, nnd tho I, S. rsply, Shachtllml, tho d""ocre.t, did not th111k 1t necesc .. 
nr;y to ).>Ublilh the viev• of the Intarne.tlonal on nn;rth1ng, 

~a 1s not I!OIY. lor tl!tl Y6U!8 the I.Po 18<1ders clo«&:e4 th ... aelves 
out Of p;Wlieh111& Trotlllq' • conversations 'on the NEI£1'0 queot1on, :Resolution 
attar rosolut1on was pasaod agreeing to itd' publication. ~'11 110uld not publish, 
lloceua~ 1 t would have tom their own posi Uon to slu:(lds. 

'l:ho 1loPo decided more than once to publ1sb some of Trotllkyls discus•~:. 
:l.onll,~lL tho .Amer1Citll. qu~ti~. .Jlcine haa_•,been.publ:tshed''to·,,thta- dq;, . . . 

·-:~e -~J01t~~~j!!!'e~t:s·.te~":~~~::::_~~¥~~~~ ~JI'~!~-~~~~~i! :,~(,_ pnl;J~t··- a~:·_;~\ . .' .. ''·.·~-~':<. 
translation; from llarx. !rho ed1 ~orlal bi'Brd. ot !!1!! :~~ ... · Intornatiolllli!. r~Qcl..• • . 
One of thein1 •Private Property and. Communi am,• .is _one of tho l;"oateat J!hllaOi ·, 
aophical oss~s ovor _wri tt<ln on tho origln and destin;v of man. No, 'l!horo 
were things in it .which would stro~~g.then tho political pcoiUons of 'tho :' . 
John~on-Forost tondonoyo !rho,y found <:IXC!.\Sos,. 

· · · So thlt·wbcn tho ;r1P. ·koops awir:t. from its nomboreh1p our llala.ilco•ilil~~t· :· . 
-that and our _literature..., th-.t !;;no :SU..-priao;_to.ua~_-_:ifo:Jmow.~thom•·~i to-.-.:_-_ .. ---::-··:. 
don'i muko any partiaule.r fUss about.~thoee·.thins••. ,.All:.attGIIU'tB .to_. ,iJ,.IPPi:olis ·' 
UO'bod¥ or any. ®cumonta in. tho, Fourth International. 011-ll >fe.ilo o.She.~tman · ..... · 
be11U'fOS that by thio. wo aro roferrlng ,to hl.ill.or to Cannon .~r-~o .·tho .I.EoOo ·· 
lie M.!l lo•t tho CDJ>e.city .t'o ~ihk pol1ticoll1 about orgenioe.tl.onal questions• 

· a.pprossion muot foil bocauso 'ot tho violent I'IOrld. we 11-i(o in ll!ld tho aims l'ud ... ·. 
pr1110ipl08•0f :ou.r orgeni:u~t1on •.. so·t~~a,t.so W'o~t .. disturbod·about our llal@ce. 

· Sb11et bllillc lcopt f:rOI!l tho lT ,P. : ~o;r will ·road . '· t, .. · .• ,. "' 

lllit WO havo 8110rn to •to~ tho mi>uthi Of thea~ ~ocr3.to~ who li~ by 
prOfoea11lC "41ifnocn.ey,n . 'lro ·shall '<r&:Pos~ tliom until tho ."daoocrO:tic". :rack~t :1~ 
etU~POcl. out. , ·: · · : 

. ~-· ,; . ' : •.· ' .. 
•' '·" ' .. 

(lle:t waGII: wo shll.ll.dOill with tho unity quoat1on M.d tho ~r~aat~n 'or;doc,:..;·;• ,_. 
\lllmta .. by• l!ha.cht.IBII47.1·.;,r¢or .. t<1: dt>Oe.i<ro ·hi a. momb.ors·• <\bout. Ullil;-r~·l ''i' :•, : •: :. -..... . .. '·'·· 

... , 



(!!'h1a description of tho o1 tua.t1on in !2\illa haa bean 111"1 tten by e. Chinese coiQ'Sde 
who bas recontly roturnod to the United Statoo. lihUe, for tho most part, ho 
livod in the X\1Cm1ntsllg torr!. tory, ho also vioitod the ColllliiUiliat-held aroao, J'or 
some years, dnce 19114, Comra4.c Gono he.a a«roed w1 th the Johnson-Forest anaJ.Tsie 
of tho natiU'o of tho llussi"" ote.to an4 of tho prosent epoch, 'bU' has boon 11114ble 
to participate actively 1a tho orcanhationa) 

During tbo llhineo,..Japanoso war, QUanrka1-Shok'• .roglmo was f1gbt
ing a baby gamo war, lly that I 100811 that tho boot of Chl.O"C1 a <11'11lioa woro stationed 
surrounding tho Stalinist Northwostorn torri tory to blocke.4o the boundll17c Chinoso 
Collllllllllists (Stalinists) """o fi(hti"'! guorille. war/area !!'heir fightora wore oproa4 
out over all villiii!OB unllor Jepanoso oecup~>tl.'?l)• !!'he soo-aew 1'1CI>t1ng l<opt u;p om-
til tho Japanoso 11t11'l'ondor tn 19115. · . 

· Tho mC1n Citinooo Ste.liniat strate,zy was to organ1zo tho poasonts for 
their armies by glvlng tho farmor a, ·uttlo J.en4 (divided.from. ~o lendlor;ls). !l'hat 
is not a eo.mploto land rllform. Lnndl.ords "oro sati!ftod too boeauso under tho 
CoiiiiiiUllist lend rofot•m. thoy still kopt somp lends und had a ehenco to put CllPi tul 
onterpriso in businaos. The landlords cooporateil.. ·1'1le P>:Ofll'lllll won tho support" oi.'" ; . 

·landlords. So·tho baoio Stalinist poWer in a·wat· Chinese torritoey.wns ootablish-
od in such n mannoro · 

. . . -

· Se tho:; ·:::'bili~cd. tho .......... =!:!' !!! :t;he p~!!!!""t o!a!~{l~#- ,_8ft ihay·- ~~n 
tho llliP.POrt of tho pQl1llnnt clnsse So they cl.id astnblish tho Co=nict rulo avor 
n'vnst territor,. 

In .. aruma China, ~orial1st JnpDJ1oso arm~os voro .oocupylll£ ooly 
tho big eitios, .li.Y moons of .comwnication. 11noll outsiclo of .avoey aity,. th~ woro 
surrondoring to. thn Ch:!noso Ct>rnn:unieta rmon. the wnr ondod in;t945. l!him tho Je.p
onoso, moyod ·out :£rem tho citl.os, th(\-COIJIIIIU!ll.sts movod in from outoido tho. e1t1<~•• 
'l!hey wore road¥ to aecopt tho·euTr.ondor of JllP!!Jlose'garrisO!'So !!'horo woro_ quito 
a nW!lbor of <>.rlllll and p;-oport;r. tlll'no.cl ovor th tho Coliur.unists by .tho dofeatod JI\P..· . 
t:UlOSOo · 

. 'l!ho Chinoso Comun1sts nora nrming .. <>voey fnrmor they coUld_, ~~t; · · 
·<1%'1nios woro ;:l'OWilll! reyidly, lly thot ~-hey ,go.ined IJ!Oro c1t1o• end ttiwna.- , lin.~ 
oitios liko Xnlgon, 1Tn1~;UPD, J:.inltxd, Taion, Chungchun, &rbin woru tokcm aneily 
by forco, . Tboy didn.' t hold tho llbovo ·c1 tios long,_ They hr.iCi>.o ohnneo·, to dofOiljl. 
thom. Tb<i;r noro ceyturod by th<> bOIU'/l001s nrol.os ·ot' phir-D~~:"kt>J.-Sbok ono oft or··, 
onothor, oxcopt Harbin wh!-eb. is still 1n hund,_ · · · . 

Lot us look nt tho "TthOla plct\U'a. ·~~~v can't th~ Stt.;tiilists hold . : :.· . 
blg c1tios? !!'hoy hi.vo lll'l!ls, they hnvo ponsont suppOrt •. !rhnt 1s· mo.st important, 
!l'hoy have no support trom tho 'O<lrki::g clnsa 1nsl.da tho oi tioo. · !l'hoy wars and s·till 
nro loso 1ntol'Ostod 1n lal>or w¢aro 1111 you aun soc trom llao-,Tso-Tun.t'• "Coalition 
Govorrunont.n ·. · · · · · . . · . 
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time, becmse Chinn naeda 
CBP1 tall ~t&,. 

. ' . 
. tn t'ie ,·ritJ~ of.Shr.n:::1':n1.,· t:he ~R!'CSst city cf Oh1.nr .. 1ofith r. :?tl"!''i!l".·• 

tion of :f."oig .. !tt).ll-:..n, n!!t.. l~t ·;s ,Jrq, one-!'cl.!o:·:.r. of the populotlt"''· ~~.;. , . .,:··1~~ .. : .. 
th. ... ~ rJeall6 ¥."·~:-~ :\.o-~ '-'I!O Uli:Llic.n :r"igllt~:..·E; ~t!r!n t.he city if they a;;.•[, cr.r:.~c: 1.·,:;on 
to fight in tl'W clnBB struggle. '"Li!ti;l \-TRY br.ci: in 19:!5 .. 27, it would. ':>~ ens~r ,.., 
ta.lce tL.e c!ty. According _to r.ep~rts. C}dnese. Co~~te would st!1l surrer,~.::r 
Sbanglni c,.,y Tolinu.te, if"thoy bOuJ.d clenr out ShaJlt:hnl 1 o; unions.: . ., : ; .• ~ . . . . '· . . . •. . .. 

. In i~; ··.uf!~~~:~~-in cnt~kriJ.!S~ek 1 s !wid:: The' lrnttolllll 
LnbO"re~ 1 B 4osocia~ion 1·o ~izi ottice h. ill Shanghai under the rule.'of 0,0, clique, 
It" con~~plB.Q}lO to two million vol:il:ers of &'lU'ioun k1nda, It uoell. to be unll.er 

.·rei'oz'mor 011111c leaderthip, Chu. vna ouated bf ChiN)g in:th• beginninc.. o!.l91>7, ond. 
forced him to eo""i'• to Hong J;OPB,wblre· lui mllt >rlth .lUI o.o~ident nnd tie.ll!'l:r.· p 
killed,. .... lie ~~ npw !l.a ·t~· !fllited States, . Chli. is. on1y a unionisf re.fo!l""'"r,. only 

' ti'l{~t'l~:,.bett.eliJ ~hsn, .t,b.e .. Cb£~tn1-S!uik·liea.ct.1,~~~ .tl:at is ~l:Out 1!1~ .. 
. ,.. . . .. jl.l" shsz,~· Ui.1o~a. '(t'e~~llc;. ~~ks. dePBi-tment .. atora;. i-SJlroBd, 

Benmen) nre.l!'}del' the present iron 1'\lle ot Su•Tun-~sung, l1e ch i!. c,c. 11M and 
used;to )>e .. Ob!>~• Mshi;Mt, lie 1o a powel'tul """with oecret Baf'Vioe men cl.l O'ter 
'.Wiiono, pl,.,ts, ehopo. l!e has alrend;v put graupe i>f, opee~.aa.:r.·:trninsd' ol!<lrat .. · · 
pclice into factories, ThO¥, \nlro ·,o.all!ld'.'"Productipn l!r~teoU11g .~oups9 "' ·~.ild tieto 
use~ to. co_ntrol i;he tmrkm·a· naili~n-- ~n·;evtiey taetoz;.; If tbq· repo_rtofl-~.lli- ·· 
revol\\t1onlll';r. uni"?r. men nmoil;: the:i >O)rkera, the;r. woUld 1-dic.tely ahoot or ld do- , 

·"liP hi.m.. ~hilt is nn open secret. · · . :. 

~he nat1ol!1ll.1st-m1ndlld ctud~~~. have .b:~en pl¢.;g ihe mo"i'6 impciz.t;,: . 
Alit port in thO !)hineee revoluUoa in·.l919.- · J"Wit after 'do.rld War I, the Parli( .:.· ... ·,·.:':'""'' 
?eace Oo~eron~,o refUSed to accept the . Chineee propoaN. 04 the :return ot' Dllir6n 

-and·Port Artlxur to China. ~be govsmment·vns eo ~ali: that it. could do J!?tbing: .. :. 
, to protaBt i>&ainet thO conterenos. ThO students of'Peip111g (Peld1J8), tben"C<!pO · 

i tal ·o{ Chlnn did, .. Tile;r. got up B. demonstration, celled upon ell count:eymen to· ' 
p;otost ~.gnil'ot the for•18ll. imperialist, So t~e at~ent ~. ;wen •. · ·All ~~a.e 
olaaeee vere awake and Btendin& UP. to tight, A Mtitin-w.lde· demonstrntioif 110,a 
teldng.·?laoe •. · · ·. ·· • --~~. ·f· -~ · 

. • . ~ ! . ' 

•... TC\t would never tliink··it., but the 1919 etudanta 1 ·.leaders timt n. 
cil.tferent VeTo llost "bec!lllle JCuomtntang offialala,. mi.n1Btera, ·..n.t·itook Jobi in 
the reactic1lP~ &<iTernmant of Ch1D!IB-ka1-Siielt~ · Minister 11Mg-Sh1k-Kit >IOrl<ed for .. 
torel.gn ntfairB, 111n1ater Chu-Oai-Wah for Eclwll\t1on Nld many othere, So the on ... 
tl.ma revolutialla>7 stude11t leedar..; noS~ are tlui moot reaotiolllU'y bourgeola rulers, · 
And so did 1011111 <>f .the Btud<4).t lea.deracb~me Stnlinleta, l1lce llno-Ta~ and .. · 
Geaerel Chl>-om-LQl•' · • '· ·.: 

1·, 

· ~o~; "the ·atudePta in Cbi1111 re BUll pl~llll e.tmportont rol!l in 
national wtll'flll'a from 191>5-47, 7.'hore have been "B117 demoaotratlona B&P.iPet .. tbe 
severnment, ll<llllal.V, 0 0,.11 oft C1v11 II••, "U,S, GI ao lf.ozca," eta. 'dhen ~ wna ,. 
in Shongho.i, the demonatrBUODI were Be£ teniflo; thA~ they could eastl;v have.~.· 
broken out into a rebellion. 7.'he ehop ·,...rksr• s:r.mllnthhed tr1th ·tluim too, E~ 
tlie AmOZ'iOlln aoldlerl vero in I!IJ!I!lDotey With them leo,. .:., 

. . 
. AmeriOt\, :Srittdn,.J!"<"Ili1CO·:.~it otluir ll&tiona have Bet llp or ttZll!.lloi~ .. : .. 

·ally ·aupport BOliO univerdt;y or college in SI:>AIIBhl\i.o~ .. in other citlea, lleUj!Swa· 
eohools expected atu.olepta to "be on their eldo, "1Mt thf.t ~den ..• vaa tlllee ~· t~ tho · 
:.m~al P~~:O!!Q~.,!~.ing '!' b!14 that ·~~;~h~.";f'~~::dJ'IIIb at11denta atood up for·. ·. 

1166 
; ' ... 
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Thia 11boral 11 Democ::rs.t1c Left8U8". doesn't wn.nt a complet!' re'rolut1on. 
ihelr idea i• to ~~va thin~a better ott, Their oocial becksround ia ldddlo claao, 
Lntellectuals end little property ownero end wel~-meenin& individuals, Their 
profit& have bean tnken nYS¥ by Chi~mg1 a colonial CRp1tl!llista (Tha ll'our Familioa 
ot China) Thu1r living tit&ndard ~s becw iOWt::? a1ngc the w~ ,i.iid ~t wore& lfilih 
the civil war, Prcfeaaora can't live on tbe terrible inflation prices, They 
have to wol'lc harder by ~tt:!.~g a part-time Job, The stead;v bee.utitul life llao 
passed, so they thinlc of the p•~t end eo the property ovner loses more property 
by tb.t! slowdown in busineas, They can't ato;y thl\t ws,y any. longer eo they cry • 
they ory for n better government. The esans•innt:!.on of Proteaoo~ Min ~~i 

'in Xumml.;,g in 1946, means the middle elaae, the aemi-colonil!ll petty bourgeoici e 
1e on ita wcy to breelc up dth lMdlord aDd cap! taliot Ohi~kai-Shek · DP!'Illy. 

In my opinion, tho "Democratic LeE~&Uo 1 in ChiM tod<l,)· !.s the st\ld.
ent center~ ·The atu.di!Dts .are with them~· Tbe ·-•Democrntie Loa&lle11 is led by , 
li Lo-Lun,-Geo, 2) C~Lun, j)chiru..:itUil-Yoe; .,.i Leoilt-JO-CIIi!i;,g, S) c~tUD8. 
Sun end others, 1;, Lf, ·S ars pro:teooors; J.io "" attorne;r, 2 1a "" intenect\lhl~·.· 
Above 11 a pietur<> or the 11Democirat1o :tea4iUe, • . They don't ps,y BD7 attention. to· 
.the two other ml.nor pe.rt1ee of Cl!inese politico, The t>1o .-part1os n:ro tho. N:>.t-
ionel Soolalilt Party end the Youth Party, · 

The l!Bdonal· Socialist Partr:ia a grc>'lp of re'!iot1onaey intdloctllals, ~ 
end •out of offio~• oi'ficia~s. , , They only •ant to ~et into the Chin;,g ~ve=ent · 
to make their fortuna. Afi;Br iill. that i·s· only c. 'grmtp of hoboo wha call tiiezn..o. 
selves ~ociSlioto, · 

'•. 

Th& Youth Party is more or less like the l!'e.ac1sts, ·haa no ~ffect 
on !'l!ineoe politics, · 

The nbove two parti~s make no progress on Chineoe social a£fn1rs. 
Chin;,g only uses them· as co-pa:rtnere encl. to fool people by melmll or ·govorii!Jislt . 

. reforms, 0hiallll'-kai-~hek 1 • government now baa a couple of Youth Party and l7ol;-
. 1onBl. Soc1M1et mon 1n the governmettt. · · · 

Last yee.r ChiN>g coJ.lsd a national aaasmbly,. CoiDIIIUil1sta end rep- . 
resentRtives of Demoorntic Lee&Ue voro not in the Aeaembly, only Youth· Port;r and 
the National Social1ot Pnrt:r were with Chiang, It is trua, '!he otudente Jcsep
running to Commll!ll.st torritoriea ds,y by ds,y, They cltD1 t stand BD7 mare the . 
pressure ~f C,C. eeorot ·eervice, Tliey. con' t cee ~ more Chiang's trlandlh1p '1111:11 
the .American imperialists which cost the oolllllJIB o"t Cl!inese industries, the 
civil war, They are. on tho farmer'• oide, They """t a nlftl colmtry whioh they 
can be proud or. -... 

Soldiora keep deserting too, Aa·y~'know, oapital~at Ch1ang1 e 
armies ~· 1tc men ·from the 'vast lAnd, the farmero, Tho fe.r,.....a give their so"a 
to 1'1.~~.~ !:'or the wn;; whir.b th.e;y. nr•n' t ao clear about, Evorybody bas to go be• 
~auPe -<~· ~~·!llht!.nu or~o'fe':-a. Iloth aides, Cor:u:m.n1at or Chlang. auldia%1 from 
tbe two aideo probably Rre brother• or'tnthero and son~. · 

. . ~ 

··. 1',~,·.·::. '·-. ··.:.&.> .. -' ::"·.,\:., :·, .· . ' '·. • _:, .-.·.·' .,'·:-·,· ·,; ~· _;.. :.:., .. ··.-··r; .. ,'', ;_ '-
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fight r.Jid 
!rhO· o'OltU•r• on the ,Coimaunlat dde kllow 1110re vey t~ have to 

,m.,.t tluly IU'e !~g.i.tiiig tor~ So ita. power gro,.,s. 

Kuociintang nr~es'mo~e er lea~ are' employed armies, eoldlera onLy 
tir,htiag fer ~he ;,,o;,.thly iucomo or forced to fight. llut the Ccm1TIU1ll.at eoldlora 
t:ght willingly. I should Sf!Y they fQ~l and they do know .they are fighting for 
their freedom. 

In Ohit\.'"181 a employ9d B!"m1ee, claosea are eo different. :Det~1ceu . 
officer nnd =, it h liko the 'boBB en<l. ,orvant. In ColiiWiliot ·111'mieo, "''OorcB! 
lng to r:t:f kllo>tledgo, they atal>d. eque.lly. The farme: boy teelo mora 'at• e .. oe than 
t~ f'a.r;r.a~ bo~ts ef Cl"'.i~ 1 ; .a:-=!. as, ~~; i~ thu ::Q!n er.u;a fo=- d::i;;a:t!;nc. 

.• - Gono 

DA'l'Ulll!ll ~~~ Tm:·I!EISICLr rJ.J.Eortll3· 
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1?. .Building the ll&.soi Ji..:,_olu'tlon;,...;r Party fn .the !!in·e ·Area 
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. by Phil llo llii>IIO 
• 

Introduo~lon to tho Three 'Eaanya of' Karl !J.....x 

Labor enO. Soc1oiY b'ir F.Fore8t 

Strata ill the Yo;rkl,ng Claao 

.The Econorniet . .Te~;'ikli?t..·:,~ the Fo~th Intern .. tional 'by Ria Stone., 
. . ~ .. . ., 

Tho American Worker·... ·by Rio. Stone . ·. 
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.'A Concrete Exa,P17 · ~C~a::~~ llull~lng· by ·rrvinc Mern1n 
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' . '1'1\ANi ONIONS Allll Tlllll. B!VOLUT!Oll 

Notal (Speech delivored to a meeting of the Nov York comrade& of tlJ..• JobneQII-:i'or• 
eat ~endency, Se,!>terioer 4 1947i '·' · 

Tho National Conrerence of the Johnso~~r~e~ tendency, held on the Ju~v 
__ '!'th ,.,~fi'k-C:Ind, projected as cqe of 1 te tasks the,.prepe.ration of a trade union 

11
mcm.

orr-.nd:~m·', "th:tch wuld stats some tentative views of those me:!lbel"B of tht. '\i~~'ldanc;r 
,,ru., arc aeti "Je in trade union work. This speech· is a. contri'tlution to ':::b.ZJ,.t tao1!~. 
It must, bY no manns, be con);'!iclered. a "finislied'r thesis, -but ra:th~r M an intro
~·,,jt.i~n to the diacuaeicn nnd an extension of the views expressed l7 our sos£~101' 
o~ t'·" unions at the conf<rcnoe. That is all that it io meant to be. There mey 
be :·.;;-~t errors in tM auulyais, .but this reprenan.ts what 6 yeors of work: !Uld our 
pou~:cal lino have tndJ.oe.ted to me is the correct orientation in this field· of 
acti·Tity, I hope that this report and disouesion which b ~o follov will. be of 
aoue he.lp in tho preparation of the trade unio.n •memorandUIJI • 

The first task is .to make a general analys1 s of the question ot the uniona 
and the. rovolu~i,on and tho 'ne.ture of pert)' ·trade union wrl< _in on attempt to :eo~ 
ta\!l; ob · clenrl~· Md pracl.;>oly "lu>t our .stategi-c· orientation: means for thi~ aspect 
of o·.l." t·>ork:. It is from this vantage point,· .wd only from that point; tlui.t we can· 
!:'.~·-~":'r. :~.R.,.,~eet. t::!.Ctics in· a given union situation in line \fi.th that orientat.icm,. ; .· 
y:::.•,~3.y - tha te.ctiee Which will lead moat; ·aureiy -,ma--'quiokly tu thG 'l.eto=;Pli:~: :.: ;·-':. _ .. -·. 
·n:'mb of ou•·.goal. A mistrtke in tactics can be mde and rec~~fied without· oonse- ''. · 
q;:~tm::(:s o£ n ser~ous nature, bnt e. mistekEF·in··appro:D.Cii/in 'me.thod~ in ctra.teiv-.".C·~·.:. ·. 
•ce, cute.St:-ophic for. the pe.rty,_ .Once- e. ... tra.tegl.c: orie!ltation i.e establiahe.d it prO.,:' 

... video e. ".tabla of raferene.a!' for the conTP!Il'ison of· All wilon oitue.tiona. II)' ow" '.· 
·• loc;u;, • and natioruiJ. po.licy ln the, IJE, vili be .. refarred to· BS eXI.\IliPleo O:f ·the prol).;· .. 

··'· ictl"ri· 8nd'·icethodP of solut1o!L. ., ·· · . . .,_ · · r • •··. . , · .. : ·-' :.;.· 
. . . ' ' ~ '. ' ~ . . . . . " 

It. is neae3se:ey, ·!lrat. tbit W~ Und~r:stanci·,,her~~1,~ 8re''c.nd·whe,;e· .. we -~a 
go1"1!• We !lUSt know .w~:>a( to e:pect ·!llld whAt''_to look' :ro':\o; ·, T~t io the ·='"''1"'"'"'' 
scientific poli tios, of ;l!arxism. We mus~ eiitil.lilislf i.t • t!ia ·re~y outs at ""'"·'····· :· • '· .· .,.,.,.,.., 
apr-roach, to the problema, of t;ads union 110rk is no~ e.. quest ?n simply pf n., .... ,,u.ao1 
.e,t1vl.t;r ,, tint there is "" dl,ehotomy .. ·between the political tasks of tlo r<o.volLut.iol~·.··• 

, .. ery po.rty nnd its . tasks in the unions, but tlmt .Union i\6ti Vi.tY .is aiiaply one e.renll 
'· · --··the principcl. one·, to bo sur.e, -· .. ln wbrcli we. iDrP,lnm~rit ,ou:r genezool ruldlY_sia .... 

and bring ,.,bout· the fruition of ·the ob,jeotives o:f the. working oll\ss, Ther.e is no 
hnlo eurroundJ.ng ".union; ~t--is ·not to be lforshipped, but nnal.y~ed, probod with " 
tha tools of Hnrx.tsm ond .exposed to the· se(ll"chlight o'f ·" rovolutionp:yane.lyeis. 
It is not inviol:'.ble ond Mcrosa:~ct, It is an inotriimlint of our class; subJect to.· 
All tha i<bologicol o.nu social p~essure of bourgeois oooiet)l', Just as 1s everything , 
else. Web ogin from there. We make our Rlll'il,ysis of the nnturo of the epoch, the · 
perspective for the pnrty r;.nd its te.oks todny, and then apply tM.t aneJ#nis to tho, 
-trad~ unio""· There is no. othor ""'v of doing ·tt. .·. 

1. ;;mE NATURE OF Tl!!: IPOC!i -- TH<l lt!lVOLUTION.IilY PE!lSP!:CT~~ . . . . . . 
In his le.et .,;ticle, written· ·Just e. fe,· dt\Ys befo~o hi• de~th·~·; .. ~rotsley ·· 

told us "h"t to look for D!ld whc.t to· prepare for in tho epoch of t)le, 1\ejt,tb agony . 
of onpitr.J.ico,· !'t"¥ eponh of •mrs and r'e .. oluHons".' Ho' e~~.e.bi~sll,ec).',,.on\1 our ten
dency revived nnd r~lified, tho strategic .approach fbr the' wo~ld.part1 of tbo · 

• aooie.lisll revolution a:td itil Alllericen oection. He wrote I' n · " · 

. "The Amoriolll> ;oorkint; clasc is Gtill ~ithout " mo.se labof' 
·. po.rty even tods¥.· llut tbe ob,jootive·situe.tion and the.experiolice '1\coWIIU\Bted.b:l' 
: tho.Americtll1 working ol!\111 can poae mthin a. very brief period of time on ·the 
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order of. the dny tho q,ueatioa of !JlJii OO~Ul!S!I! OF POWER. THIS PERSPEOTtV!) MUS!!! PE 
MAlE ~dE EASIS Qr OUR A~ITATION, It io not merely a question of a position on 
cnpitnliot militarism nn! of renouncing defense ot the boargo$io state ~t of DlB-
ECTL:Y P!lEFARIIIG FOR Tl!l: CONQl.IEST OF POif.ER ••• 11 • 

Our t•ndency hll!l cleo>•ly established before the movement t.h,t it bases :lt·· 
self on thio porspoctive, which is the vary basis also of'the transitional program. 
We Mve uri tten l\ grant deel on this question and on the corrt;lative qile!Jtion of 
the consciouenees of the mo.ases in America today. In the snme article, Trotsk".f 
wrote: 

11Ahaad lies a favorable perspective, providing All the just
ification for. revolutionary activism, It io nocaosnry to utilize the op. 
portuni ties which are opening up and build the revolutionary part)•." 

Our concern here is p~clubly t~t. Ta 666 ths oppv4ttinit1~: t~t r:e ~ 
tte'rod to us in the unions end to build the party ·in the unions and in the ehops. 
Our task is to apply this perspective to tho field of union activity, where it haD 
been the custom· of the revolutionary parties to Qbandon th~mselves to sectorisntnm 
and opportun1sm, In tact, mora tbari in any other field of wrk, we can oee in tho 
trade unions exactly what the line of a party i& in practiae, and it.~s o~ly in 
!'ractice that a political line has any meaning for the working class or for the 
revolution .• 

2. THE X:.:VOL\JTlOWUi"i F~l"ICT!\'t !N ~.T!ON TO Tml UNIONS 

lllofe mu.st 't.'ork Wherever the masses ere to be_ found, 11 wa~. the general •• ··"'';.( 
of Lenin to All the revolutionnry· parties 'Of· the Jrd International, Above .. ,.,l•·'c.·c 
this true ae applied to the unions in,the United States, "Rhi.oh •.~:.i'!!!::~:~:'.olll,y.;,;;~.~ 
elnua~org~ization to which the masses of American workers· have been 
is only hero tlult we cs.n find them. llut we !!!'let' understand that tha.unions, ·u!Ce,.,,·:c ... ·: .. :: . 

. all other phenomena, are riot static. but p8rt of B -rl-ocess; .the,t tbei· uhalige 
the impact of historical events 'llld soeinl forces; that they respond. to the nresi.U.•e 
of the >IOrking class which USes them as its pl•imary 'inptruments Of struggle 
The" craft union a cban~e into 1hd-.;.str1al unions o.t ·a corto.in ct~noe .. 1:c .·the .. de.velO~·:-_ 
ment of tl:e class struggle, and .'. t is not impossible (although it i's. unlikely}~ .. : 
that the form of the unioll8 mq chance !J8aiU before the seizure of power ,bl" the ·· · 
W.rking class. luJ to that· we· cannot say, no~ can we do m•J,Ch to create tlult change •. 
We must taloe what is and struggle for the masses within the 'present orcanizations, · , . 
The "struggle to win the masses" ,,till see many of thEi decisive battles fought out · :': . 
. within the unions. since the mass of workers Jll'e there. It this is understood\ and' ... 
we underate.nd what the term 11atruggle !or the IDMsesu means, we shall kno\'r how to 
wrk correctly ill th~ uniona. · - · 

In ''L~ft-Wing Communlsm11 , ~enin wrote: 

. liThe Rtl'UMle ~.~Gainst the labor bureaucracy must be waged ruthlos,.....; ... 
11 and must be Waged absolutely to the vary end until All the incorrigible 
l.eadcro of opportunism ond soicnl chauvinism lulve boon completely discr.,... . 
dited and driven out of .the unions, It is impoRsible to capture political· 
power (and. the attempt to oo.pture it shc>UJ.d not be made) until this strug
gle has reached a certain st~.~G•• This 'certain stl.lGO' will be different 
in dif!'orcnt ccuntr1eS end in· dit:terent eircUJnstf\llOtsB~ 1t ocU\ b6 uorraatly·
i!WI&ed only by thoughti'ul. ond vall-informed political leaders of the pr,.,;.· 
1etnriat in each separate country, 

0llut we wnge the etruule 1'8ainat the 'labor erhtocrncy' i'n ·the 
name of the maDBea of the worlcera and in ardor to attract them to our iiide;.'. 
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ve""""' ~he struule ag&il)~t tho opplsrtunht loaders in order _to attraet th~ · ,;:/Jfi 
vorking olace to our ai~.~,.~ .... ~~r 

• : . ., I.' • ' • •' 1 • ' ' _;·,~~· 
' !rhio conception which ~Din held Jmst be 'lllliierstood eynfl"4c!!+J.y; ... tie wouid ',.;i 
have ua undorstand it. I!!. lluuai_._, fpr example; the.:proceus of vinni_ll4' -!:he unions" 
took onl:f a few· ·short monthu be~we,sn the t\10 rev~lutions of 1917 •. I~ happened l<ith . 
tremendouc Jl)eeii, at o. COllfoew~j:Ji. coul<l onl:f. be foreseen by Trot.olcy wlw ·charted a
different ~:oad for the rovolutl;Oil." thexl that fo.rem en by Lenin Mc!,1~he. Ilol'sheviks, 
Thi• ie also tlle likely developmilnt for tihe 4tl) .International t)li'.ouj:ltlut the world,,. 
and particularly for the r,eyolut1ona;rr party in the United Stato~· •. TQ<jaY we eannot 
permit ouraelvec to believe that we luive mimy·deca.dea _ahead of uc ili liliiel;l we will 
educate the maoeeo to the·oorreotnasc ·ot our ideas ·and·that.they will then obligin~ 
ly "vote uo into power" 'in the unions:·,. The crisi)l. i'o :too lll!ep,. the rs.te 'or hie tory ' 
too rapid, to permit of •·acch a perspective. ~~~:'l,l'l•t; ·b<iwver, P.'!8!>"-;;'e for tlmt. 
11certo.in atagou which Lenin spok:e about. · .. ·· . · · ; .. · ·-:; " .. · ... ·. ' .. ~ . . .. -~ :-~.:·~ -~-- .. 

. '''J . ' •. • . 

In order to do :that, we must: }lfOj&'at th~ 1/.~:e.sliht a:l:tuat~~·n into' the futul'!', 
a ·future of Violent class .co1lfllct •. !rwo likol1Jl 1dor;olqprae'nts sre, man• unemployment 
and general .ctrike aet11>n, ei·ther ~eparataly·. Qf .. a.innil:tene~usly. ~he party muot be .:~..; 
prepared t<! -se1ce the o.PJX)rtuniti~s ·:wh1·ch ouc)l .~1~)l!itions'>d.ll ,open. up for us and. "'' . 
make tremendous at~ide~r·for,.ard in .:·very :bdef'.sp~e. of tim. !J!ho psrty must· pre- .~';; 
pare nov to act openly as a party .in' the uniqns .. iil 'stiJ;h ·silnl6.ti"!l'"~ · ,t,o m.::ke · the'l.:a ... ·, .. _!.•~.~.· .. ··.; ,·' 
bold e.ttempt to w!n the. broad """'.~···to our progrem •.. We''mist-.a~f· this today. We . ~ 
must sea the i:!.me when the party unit· in· a..plant Will 1if~ue. l<~Jif~ii:J;n t~·' t'!!dTt;orkera, , ·.'~.:.:,::;;;;_;;,.,~ 
!~ the n!.!!!e of t)l~ :Puty and sign~4 b) the workai-Co'Jilre.dria• iz).- ;t_l)e p.J:Pnt, ''whl.ch._ ~ell.- -
upon the 'ttorlcers to tf.i.ke·a certu1Ji'·~tion on. the union level~ Ali the:work .iio~,i;;:·::.-:::::·,;1~ 
eimply preparntion fo~ that !do.d Of act'ivi·ty, : ~~e altiancea; ~lle. progressiVe group~ ·•';:lfll 
the present fo.ationo.l contllata, etc., era a prel.i'miile.r:Y' and i"JPbrtant 'part' of the·'- ' , .. •·.!'_?~-~ 
atrU&gle for. the,-~sses• · · "· .: -·~.· ~:_,-_~ -~ · ·· ·.· · .;~ 

Altholl8h it iS not inad.ld.aliible ·o~. imp,osalble to. l<in andres tor the pa:;:ti; 
·on ·oome bB.<!is.other tlian forthrighti-j;ropll€andn for thi:> ·sacihl. re.volut~,pn, · theee cad'-. '· 
reo must immediate:Q- be tell.ght the full .~mpLl.oa.tions of our tlieozy' qr, ·the acqu1si- •' . 

. • t1on11· thus gained 11111 llurely be lost ,• We. are not such a power!U!,,frir;ao i u the un- · 
ions today t~.at we can hbld people' on· the basis of the f~.et t)mt. we CJ!ll suoceaafullT 
oontast the trade· union leadership ·on ~heir O>lll grounds as "'be ttl!~ 'iiGg.>tiatora", etc ... 
"To speaz the truth" is the .mathi:>d of -"olshevi8m~ It the pez:~l\;~(l:v~ 'of ths revolu-· 

· tione.l'Y develop..Ont of ·the .unions 'is firmly- borne in mi·nd, . the .t•<fl! dimgers· of sec- · 
· tarianism and opportunhm ca:> be dofented• Eut it is only tl~s" perspect-ive "hich 
can defeat them.·· To ro;jaot .tl-'.at perspective w111-ine·•1te.bly menn opportunistie a%
tempta to inorense the apparent"'a~raugth of tho pa:ti b-.; "!l"t-rieb-quick11 mathod.n. . ' . . ~ 

a) Muste Underotood This 

In an article ""it ten l ~ the !lew International . Auguet, 193~. before it be
cams the. organ ot retrogression; there appeored an: atotl'cle which 1a'wcrth the "tten
tlon of evory comrade todaY; 'I't ""'" written b)> A,J1;· Muote, and its''titl.o was the · 
•!rrade Unions at~d the Revoiu\ion11 ~·· Not· an ar.ticle with such a title, let o.J.one the·. 
content which Mll5te go.ve lt, has ove~ appeared in the pres4 of thti Wo1•ki>ra Pe.rty, 
Written in August, 1935, fresh from the experience of the Auto-Lite .s~rike ~n Toledo 
in 1934, J?Owerfull:r awnre of tho ncthit" ~1'. ~he.""osea nnd the potentialities inhe.,_ 
ent therein, tho nrticle 1o bursting with rovolutiono.ry temper and analysio, We · 
ha.vo imlch to lc:-:n fr.-om. it tod..,y, nnd: the~ef'oro ! ltr.nt to quote exteni,vol.y f'rom _it_, 
tAll emplmsia e.~o ml ne.) .. · 
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">>~ "The. t·o-,be ·~:q;ected 1a tlmt the influence of the revolutionh\u 

er the mnao orsnni;o.tiona aho~d grow nnd presently becoma preponderant, 
Aa the crioie of the c!1pitlllist eeonOli\Y becomes daoper nnd. more l.ntonae, 
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lll!llloea o.ro set in aoti~n. In1Unctivoly, wo udght ·~· they fl.t;ht bs.olc 
against the attempto to lower their otandardG. The otrucgleo become more 
bltter. Tho illusion that employers and workoro have mutual intoreoto tendo 
to brenk down. '!!he a tate comoa out more and more openly IICftl,nat the .woP. 
ll:ers; no maHer how elementary their del:lallds. The struggle ia va&Gd on a. 
constantly b1•oad.er tl'ont. Jl.ore and JIOre workers are drawn into strike ac
tions. 10eneral 1 strike• break out in localities or industries and the 
Gtr1ko organi~tions have to intervene in gove~nmental functions, suoh ns 
mainte11a~nce of •upply oervieeo, of order in the a~l.J.ce are., etc. All 
this is 9tementory $Dd has been observed often enough • 

. "fui.cluJ.!.tuations open the door wide for tbe politigBllY developed 
workerfl and for the revolutionart· ps.Mx, provided that the latter has not 
pursued a couriO in the uniona which has d1acred1 ted it ·and loft it iool.,. 
ted • 'J!he developing actions require energy, initiative , the will to 
struggle, courage, empacity to organise larg ... scale actions, ability to· 
s~ the masses in motion, to arouse mass enthu.siams, interpret tho subtle 
changes in mass Ill)' ohology, and a pol1 tical outlook on the part· o:f the 
leadership. :But the conventional trade union leadership is, to put it mild
ly, not d.\stinguished for thaoo qualities. Thei vil1 try, but they cannot 
hold baok the masses from the ctruggle, As the atrugg:le extends and sharp
"ns, they· mU.st call.1"oi' or, wit~ && iiil.Oh grace a; thay ca.n ::r.u;tor, a.eo:;a!'t
aid from the radical elements or be pushod.out o! the picture entirely. 
{!rote ho~ the 0!0 u::cd the OP tU:.d SP ele!:!e~t~, ~d. h~"Y (lur.,people comtL~_., .. _··-. 
to the fore .in etrl.ke struggles.·· \:rJUa always bl!lp;pwui, I.~I.) · · · ·- ·: c,·· . . ' . 

" 
MU•te then goes on to describe hl;w the Auto-Lite strike 'developed; and it 

,..,..er:v we1l eor.n a& a model on the functioning of tho party in ·a strike andhow a 
situation devulopa in time of ieep cr.isis.. . ' · 

•Tlie Auto-Lite -strike W<IS on i te bat logo when it\iao brought 
bnck to life. by I'Jilitants in the Lucas County Unemployed LeaguE! under the . 
loodorship of' Workers !'arty elements •••• The revolut1onints' bogan to· •. tlllk · · 
up the "idea of " gllner!!l, utril<e of all To led> workers to coiiq>el ·tlfe Aut,o
Lite l!lan!lg6ment to settle >tith the union. They got an inat!lllt responoe ' 
from the workers.. !:!he Central Labor Union vns comp~'l.led to t.ake eogni.t'!"co' 
of the 118Unt1on. It appointed n Co111111itte ol Z3 to toke a sh1ke vote •. ·.Out 
of tho 100 or. so local •mions over 9.5 'loted in favor of· such a strike· oi>d · 
Oaly 1 against. As' negotiations dragged, out the workers bogo.n to preas 
for Bction ••• , The spirit of onth)lslc.sm and militancy wns ~ng high.,.. 
mong the workers. Tho locf\1 unlon Ieadors bad to. bend to it. !rhey sched
uled " mass meeting and asked n member of .ths WP to be one of tho speakers~ 
At the meeting the bura<luorata tried to stifle the sent'imont for e. strike 
action but they foiled and finnlly walked out on their own meeting, hOping 
it would break up. Tbe.t would have happened .1f thare had. been 110 ex;oor"
ionood revolutionar:r mass loaders pres&nt who knew what to do in such " 
oitunt1on. They took O?or tho meeting nnd called for a general strike to 
start o:• Mondalr. It did. not take place only because the compan:r s1ttled · 
over the week-end. 

11Had the strike occurred, repreoentl\tives of the Unemployed LeOBiiei 
who would h&"''e been p8l;'ty members, would have boon l!.dded to the Committe. of 
23, Known piU'ty leaders would hAve been draw 1n for ~ouuHa.tion o.nd ·,. 
wbUla havo wielded inoroasing influence. An enlarged strike committno on 
which militant rnnk ond filer• would have predominated would havo boon · 
elootod in tho chOp mootingo. As tha atruggl.o bOOIUIIO more 1nte~:ao, tho . 
samo thing would hl\vo happonod with the atriko tho.t hopponod in the 111&8!1 
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meeting- lea6.ereh1p would ha'le ullppl<\ out ot' t_b! nando ot tbf",_'burellllcratn, 
utter~ inco~potent and unw'-111~ to handle such a aitUAtion; •and the m!li~ 
tants and :revolutionhts would. hava taken it up, 

11 1't ia &ug~ested, then, that t-he uniona, unemployed leagues, fa:r
mers organizations mav under the le~~gbip of revolutiqnnry ~igtg be 
trnnotormod into, or directly inetrumental in helping to·torm, the or~ 
of wor!terc power. It IWSt be understood thl\t'this will 'involve the bitter• 
ee~ strUggles for control over the mass or&:Mizationa';:for leadership With1b. 
them. nor door. this vielf~doreat1JMtion ot-~V!Wnee 'of the '. ; 
1ntgtnnl §trugrle, There may, nnd probnbly wil.l, be ~ 'vt\.ria.t1ono in tHfs' 
process. . . · ~· 

"In cnne'• where· the union organization t'o net ful,J.v rea~nl}ve ~o. 
tho developing situ~tion end the moods of the workers, tho •hoP or~~~Oc 
tionG mny take the_ init!.ntiye with tr.., mild "pprovlll or tolerntion ot·'or · · 
even ln OJ!poeition to the union blll"•BUCZ'BC7. In .general, ae the atruggie 
nears a. climax, the JMSRe·a will get into motion. tok§j~ into thBir .Ql:rri· 
!>!!Ads _in tho_~stlllt~Johment§. It 1s to be expected, however, th·t this rMI' 
a,nd f1le pnrticipntion will in genar!ll. reflect itoelf in the u.'lion orlionizr.
hon. !rho re,fleot1Qn .is ~ik,ely to be Wievon. The union mMhinery m.v in · · 
mow instance prove to6 cumbo~some, the eontrol ot the oi'fioi:Udont too rig
id, so that. tho "~'kel"S will hnva ·to proceed independ6ntly of them, ns the 
pnoa of events 4wnkelli6 ~eraJ.ly soo!!kl.ng._ll£tT~<U: • ..n.!llllllm.~-·eong_oive_ 
!!L£<La_dmce 9f -~)Jii 'wcil'kiru: olnss to .(UlOint >rhere_i! onn enter UT>o~ : 
struggle for power.: Without nn ndyn.noement· in the eCongmiQ ouan1Jm_t1ong in.·.; 
the direciion of indus.rial untJlniam, 1\ !W!!IA-il>=&.~ll2w!P!u. . rnnlc p,lld ,' 
!'.li.L~Smtrql. glos.Lfioiltgc~ with_ tho shop end. the hqppen1n:~g there· .. et_e •. 

"The alternative to the general conception ·sketched hers !.s to aupC
pose tho·t tle un1ono nre peculinr to o.n eo.rlier period in C"P!.tllli~t de'!elo!l"' 
:oent, tlw.t they arB :co longer- nble to iunction in· the intereats ·of i;!uJ li'Or-"o

.kero in the p•~1od 'o{. Ot\pl.t:Uist. d,eclil\e o.nd coll,o.p~e, tbnt, thorofare, tho 
vorl:ero mst ,nbnndoa thom or thlo.t they will in_,:!'~ot bq wrecked. by the onpi~ 

•. trlist rar.ct!.on, .... 
~ u~ra Cr.1mot n.ecept this perspeoti;,e.. In the first. plnce, \l"..a wtl!;Brt. 

l:!nlL~II!l!!Uii~~-!) remnrl-JO.ble tenncib in c~in~in~: to' thelr union§. The 
worl:aro do not vish to nbnndon the u.nlon movoment'but to broad~JI it, in- .. 
crenae 1 ts ililltl]llCy. etc, So lo,ng 1\B enpito11sm ondUl•es, ' rgonhnt~ons 
of some kind on tho Job to denl td.th the boBs 1o indUpenenble0 Instinct~· 
!.vel; the mr.ases ficM to defend the unions; tho right to strilco, etc, 

•.t.e tho unions broa4en r.nd come to no'copt Rnr>~inn lendership, the·, 
pOsgibflt;k nli!O_ntgsetito itself' ot the un1ong · nf n whole ·becomipg the . ·. 
lfS!.tker ' coUncils, the ingtpentp of-·vorktfB 'QOWl'. n poga1n!.W' yhiAA on.n
~~ 

"On the other ~.nnd, the tra4e 11J1ion· or.s~nhntiona .ae such, "IIlla 
boing dro.tm into tho· cUt"rent of rovolu.tionnry 1\Ction i-.11d _in ·tho llll'in. DU)?" 

po:tiu;i, •:Bey not be ""~ or ontixoely 1'ittod to cQnduct -the movomoJit, o?on 
o.asumin& 1;hnt the revolutioDlll'y po.rt;y has the dominnnt bfliWlOP,':lllit. 
~ho upi~n o~gtnim~tLon is otter all prinnrilY economic, rather t~an politionl 
Nld nat ill the first lnat1111oe equipped' to der\1 .with tho lnrger nntiont11 nnd 
interna,1ono.l :politianl beu••· ll'.u'thormore, it ~· ,oliti;ool;y po.•a!.blo thnt ., .. 
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the pnce of. devdopmont in variolli ·witoJla'·.~·"'IU'Y. Tho re:volutionary party 
must t,1ve a great deal of otUi/i t.'o 'tlihelqud,t1onl and be prepsred e.• ~ho . 
actual orisis develops to deal in accorde.nd 'With the :l'&cts of·the uituatio:• 
and the ilctual forces at 1· disposal. ' : 

Finally, Nu.!lte concludes with aomectpract1cal su.&;cstions
11
-: 

"l!'irst, the alogp.n 1 Daeper int.o the Un.!.Qrul' nru.st be o.pplie;d. to the 
pnrty c.nd ell i<s committees• &nd members 1llilch mere thoroughly. o.nd onthusi
n.st~.cr~ly thnn ever before. Second, in e,.·.-.rY ntrikA aituf'tion the polipz....g! 
gu'ir!.!!l.Lin th~ brondlli !Orees - nll the U!lions, unemployed.prgnn1zo.tiona, 
politior.l posties o.nd groupw - must be cnrricd out in order _to brook down 
trr.dc union provincinlist:l, politicr~1ze the struggle, develop clnss conscioUs·· 
ness, fnce the \-torkcrs .. ..dth the problems of conflict with the cnp1tc.l1at gov
kt..~~ agencies, etc. .tilil":d the grgntt:ut. pwp&.t,jiiq F,.j.i~ be nln.ged or._: ·~. 
dl'i'.t·ring tbe_gl'lrfll2Z.e.d t'nd the .unem;nloyed together formng Councils of Action, 
\o prevent. the divLsion of ths working clo.~~)11to employed ".nd , , unemplbyed, 
to insure the brondening of <>ll stru.g&les Qlid it\ order to .accustom -the lJOrk
ing mo.sses to contront the:employere nnd th~ st~.:t'~ not ciS ernftsmenj S1:11.1ea 
or unskilled, etc. but n.·~~~workersn. . .~ ..... ~.~~·~ 

T)le Hieher Plane. To~ 
:·.~ : ~ 

.. ' - --·- . :-------
I hnve quottsd so much f;oGI Huate 

1 
s ortici'e 'bccc.use he mnkes, Us~ of 

Situation to drnw so mr.ny lessons for the-1-larxbt o:f'''todrO' ·,.ho 1s angngad in 
union work. Further, it shellS thr.t mon;y of tru.-·toJ>l<s llhich i:uste listed M' .. I LBCOSiB~J'Y.·,; 
to accomplish before thnt'' oertain atngen wr.s .renchBd, or eve~ o.ppror:.chedi 
since been o.ccomplished by the. -~moricnn worker• in the CIO.. This on.l:r 1n·d1•:r.1:eo .. tlll'.t 
the developing situation wil,l be on nn even higher plnne, pnrt1eu.l"xly with ,_, .. ,,,, 
experience of the wnr o.nd the trnining of ·the lrorker 1\El producer· nud sold.i.er· 
the wnr bro1!8ht: that ths crhia of tQmorrow v~ll be met 'in &n eYen more.fo:ro<$.l'_l!llliL; 
~iolent'me.lll!•r by .ths working cl&ss, &nd the 'the atrugglafor the moses is no>r 

.under way. ~al)italhm has done nuch to aid us, but a great deal ia still left for 
'to do. · · 

In the description and. analYBis ·givEin by Muste ws oan -sue how .t}le 
them•elYe• bran'< through the inertia &nd conservatism of the "'>lPB~atus in &n atteniPt 
to reSOlve issues in a. reVolutionary mo.nner, eve~ without the party. :Bu~ the M"t.'' 
is the indispnnsab~e organ for the concreti ze.tion o:I their desires; tho 

1
'\n'%1 

.. the e:..ementnl revolt orgM1zationo.l direction. Re is completely 'aware of ths"'.,,::~~~1n'!', 
of the masses in motion, -confident tht\t the bureo.ucrnto c'nnnot stifle· their. I 

. t1onary instincts. Despite the it~Ct thnt Musto left ths movement, "ht\t he ,_te 
this nrtiole demonstrated thr.t llnrxism t~ould be inv!llaible 1\lJ the >IDrkers respond to · · 
the effects of cnpitaliom; o.nd tho shop orgnnizations, be they. ne" or old, >rould piny 
a decislvo role as the masoe.s rnise the question of the conquest of po.,er by thd:r 
conac1ous or uneonsoinua nct;iv~tY.· 

This much "" sheu.ld have· ierxnell. i'rom . the experioncea of tho !lr.rxl.o ts in. the .. ' . 
past. I have o.tte~ted to sUIIIIlltU'ize it in tho quotr.tiono from Lenin r.ndlbate• '· 

:1. If wo cannot. detent tho lo.'oor buronucrncy ".nd the Stcihin{sts 
in the lo,bor movement itself, then we ~nnnot llof•>nt cr.pl tnlism. Tho imp ... 
diments to the >'qv.olutionnry dovelopmont of the prcl'oto.rint ··must bo con" · 
quarecl in .tho 11 stfuggl6 i'or tho mn.ssea 11

• • .• ; 

a. In propnrntion for tho winning of the IIII'.BSOS to' tho progrt\111 of .· 
sccinl revolution, it h c.bocllutely impcr~niaoiblo tor ths revolution..-.r;,' to 
be identified with tho union npporntus fit &nY time as orne cr.nnot be olonrly 

<·. 
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It is now 'left for "" to onalyoe where we,o.r.e tocllv; to find out 
what lte -t do tods;v "" propai'l!.tion tor •tomorrow • 

SOCIAL ROOTS OF·OPPORTU'JISK IN THI: TJ!ADE W.lO!lS 
• • • 'I' 

The otfic1ul·labor lendership bas. an eooenUally petty bo\U'geois np:proaoh · ,. 
to the proble= ot lo.bor ~n cap1tnl:iat society, o.n 1d~C>logy theY must accopt if they · '.':·; 
reject the proletarint as the bonror of n new. soeiety, Sincp they see no fUturo tor :.j 
the >ro1•1dng class, other then t-ho future which cnpitn.lism Qffer• them, they. cnn only ·j 
be nnd rust be reformats. The "good burui!.Ucrnts• are men o! good will who otruggle ::•.< 
more 1111incerely" rind vigorously for ephemernl legislntive _ratoTJU or batter cont:rne"t-• ·-
:Inl terma·t~ith the employers. !!'be 'bad burei\Ucrnts• nre those fokers o.r.d gnngoter · ·.;!; -:~; 
elemento who are ~.ctun.lly the pn.id hirelings of Cl'pitnlism, nlthough they r.re relo- ··-
:;ively rnre. ~he American urlioil lOAders nre. in nO 1mportnnt sensa· d!st'lnguishn'ble . --.:~~0 
from the· socio.l demcrllCy of :Eurci§e of r. decnde prist, nnd which is !lll'.king o. feeble .-.~ 

.,• "ttter.:pt to revive itself ngnl.n. oth ho. ... n oi!ol.lo.r r~pronch to the centrt\l problemo . :<·'< . 

... ~.. ;! the d~, despite the av<med· -ort ot aoci~ism_. b. y .. one tmd'o_~ "Amerioon free e'n- .. !~.: -'/·f;;~, 
(.-:'.. t.erpriBe" by tho othlor, :Both dopend !lPOD nlien clo.es rorcea for ..... ""'" Uorf\t1oi oJ'' ~:_ .. ':~~ 
~-·'.~.-.·.,·.·.·.·_·._·.·.· ... . : o:1e' condition at thli ""rld.ng ·elo.ss,_ lloth reJect n11· twu!lll!lentnl re'folutiono.ry eoli>;. . . "-""' 
i': tiona, lloth feliZ' e.na distrust mo.oo notion o.nd nre reluctunt to .cnll fo1< it .at c.ny · . _';i~ 
~'-'··'i· • ti~, 6Veri. th9 mOu't ·critionl. · ::·~:···.-'$H~-~: ... · 
~\;loy;~~;'~ • 
!f'•'' ' Cur tendo.noy llB• been mn.di) sut:tidently a.wnr·a o! nll this bY !\ll thnt we ·.:·.•;·\i;i 
[,},.) have produce\!. in the discussion o! tha Americllll question. I"'Portr.nt for us, however, · ?).;)~' . 
·(~;-,:.• · 1o .the contrilluelon ·tn the 0l!r.lo.nce Sheet• which shows the po.rticnl•.r roots ot oppor-. '.;rc·.~ 
t.,·.
0
_ .. S.·_:_.' ·_· .. : · -~uniom in the· rsvolutionary movp""nt 'in the United·· St'lt~s, We •ado the ob~ervntion'' :. ,. • <i.?Al 
, in tl.ln:t dooumeilt thl:\t the revolutinnnry·movament we.u influenced_ to ndopt unconscl.ous,y.::;o;'·.:;;:;G1 

.-; · 'n petty bourgeols 1>6thod of thoUGht .b)' .tho l'ncle of_ a mss socio~ democratic mo~•"'_ont ·. ·;c ':":\-~)ii · 
~-··;_.~_':_,•_.·.. ln the \i1l, It baa boen thia fnctor which ho.s .be~n so powerful .nn ure;e to oppo~tunism .· O;i'i• 
,~-- :1n the trndG Uiliona a!ncc.thc·de:nerntitm. cf the·CP, certc.in4' sine~ the't,.i:u~h:o~: · .. .-·:·~~ 
r.V · ·:rauciam :u~d the ~ocllne in the clo.ss· struggle 'which followed. 'l'he decnde or reaction _,-.··j' 
:·,:: 'IIBS_ a grMt spur to t~.e f\u'thar davclopment of that OpPOrtunism ~th!.oh is. inhecont ln .. · · ... · ;_,,_~ 

~(t·· Amerionn •::i::·9~'5. ".~:h::·D::::: :::~:t~• atte0mt to Win control of tho A F o; L,. ·'J~ !''< . -.. . . /"·~11 
'' ·• and then left to build hie own 11pure r.nd revolutillllnry" lndustrlnl. unione, tho. ntdn '/'> · 
[_{._·: stream of the lt\hor movacant """ lot.t. cor.:pl.llltely ln tho ll<'.nds at the"labor lieu ton-.' . ';:);Jb 

· .. : ante of ce.pitnllen•. ·It ""''o. flltQl error !or-the·sooioliet movement nt thnt ·ttme ' .. 
\C: &ul. the part$' of lloLe~n .dagenera.ted into. nn iao'l.r.te<\ seat. ln n fe>r. short yenrs. Fl:'Ot>. . _;:;j},. 
·.,,.. that ti.., Jmtl.l the format-ion of the fl~st·pcrty of. the Jrd Interl1l\tlono.l in 4r.lfl.r1Cil~ -~. 
~~ · ther.e """ no clear voice of· fre,•olution in the lo.bor novecent. The l!IW never renchecl ·, ;. __ :.\·.-~-·:·· 
;;. · the· broo.<l MBeos of tho workers despite ·n11: of the colorful Mil courngeoua. effort. of · ._ 
1,i'_,;_~: its adhs~ento during the yei\rs. bott~een ... It. wo.e· n demonstrntlon of who.t i"'Pntien,oo · •'·· 
'·'·-'. wit!\ .tho working' cln.sa co.n do, In this onse it lod•to. 11ectnrinnisn. ..\:,;·,, 

~i:lf.:~- · a} ~~.!~~~,?' _Effo~!5.Jf .~ho CoFnlat. P~t;r ··. · , , · ;~J~~ 
;·r·· ;.. , . (Hoto: ~here ~ be sono orrors·, a-.:e!l' of f!ICt,. in t)11o aect!:on l!ect~USe ~ . ';._,··.;?~ .. ::~',",~ .... ,. 
"·· ·-· lmovloclge of tllh period 1o lid.tedto the >~arks on it ·by tl~o Bt:U1n1ata, c.nd to con- . 
'';-.. : · ...,raat~ona with alder :pnr~ cecbors, It \fould bo "orthlfhUe tor so,.., one to ccl<o " 
!}~ . · roli,'l. otud;r ot the work of· the CP 1n:.t'l1o. unioi\G tro~> 1918-19)6.) . , 
:r:· .. -..,, , > 

,;_.':.' 
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i. In 1920 .,the 'c~,.. .. ml.st Party ostab:iiahed' tho Trade Union EduoioUon Leatue." 

an organioznt:lon de:1ig.:1od f.c gi\•e direc'tion·- to the- r6vcl,ltio!".a.rY' ~d·prOgea!ve. ele
ments in the old··line l"tfon1ist trade· unions.·· Tho'·orier.•taUon of tlUo period waa 
townrd ~'inning the massso away from the 'ltnbo1· ·ourer.uoratf, of ·being t;,e best ml11-
tMts tllld ii.:;htoro in the union, During ther.e yee~s lliiUl7 of ~he party frnctiono is
sue~ papers to the men in the shops, such as "The lord Worker • Under the firm 
CU,irt"l.nce of the revolutionary 1ntel:'na.t1onnl of Lenin r.nd Trotsky, lmving complete 
confidence in the workers and the future of tha revolution, which wnS · glvr:n to the:1 
by the vi_ctory in Russia nnd the obvious world crisis of capital iBm, "the 'pnrty direct
ed all its efforst to,..,.d the "struggle for the masses", towax·d the rank and filo in 
the shopS; It had. no concern with the buran.ucrncY' itself or for winning'1power 11 iu 
the unions bjlr d1sgu1sir.g tbel.'· point of view bebin~ 11progres'sive"el~ans ond by milano 
of cheap manouvers, This pol!.cy wns firmly adhered to until 1929, wliQn tho "Thl.rd 
P6riC'd" line of the Stru.intern.wn.s imylemanted in America by o now nnd. S?OtM'iM line, 
chnr11oteristic of its policy tbrougho\lt the world. . · . · · 

•I ": • 

From l9Z9 to 1933 the policy of the CP w~s, in reality, to abandon tho 
workers in the o!ticinl lr.bor movement to the co·rrupt :1 lo.bo~ fokersrt.,. They orgr.n! ... 
zed the 11'!'ra.da Union. Unity 1ene;ue11

, t'.nd d~spite nll their word11 to. the. cOrltr~. it 
vas n dual ~ion movemant. The policy WM supposed to be one Qf .o.!'ganhing. t!J,e U\1""~ 
orgnnizod in .nrevolut1onnry indgstrir..l ·un1ona 11 , whi·le q.t the .anme. t_i111e. contes-ting the: 
leadership in tr.e old uniol)s. "'ut tho CP actually .left the old Q.111ono completel.;r, 
TM ~JL clnimed "'membership of· 100\ 000 in 1933, but this. is highly unlikely since 
ita presidential car.<lid<\te received oaly 1oo;aoo votoo in the .election of. 1932. Al;; · ··:: ~"-"-' 
mo!f.t nll of ita strikes were broken nnd tho ·uniom could ·not est~linh thelllBelves ·· 
permanontly in .any field, The OB!lle psrioO: aleo sav thei;,o active_ part~oipdion iii . . 
the orge.nization of the unernployed, a field >1hich was wide open to all· rcivol\ltionni-y,_ :·: 
elel!!~ll~• l'l%1<1 completely ignored by -the ~ ·of L, · · · · , :, 

With the <:Omillg of the llew Denl in J.mericn nnd the tum .toword the 
ulnr Front" line of the Stalinists, the CP abandoned the '2UUL i!!;l9.,34 to co>oci>nt:rl'.t>e--;;_;:':t'l 
1 tE energies on "uniting al~ workers in the· AF of; r, 11nd ·building. tl\e old unions. 
powerful instruments of the. CltUJs struggle •. , A.yeor ln,ter ·they Olso revived 'the. 
san or· the Lebor .. l'nrty, which had'.been nb!Uldoned between 1929-193.5. With the fUll 
flotrering' o! the PopulN' Front line; nnd the forllltl.tion of tha- CIQ which grove thein ;,· 
:a,ew outry into n 11legitimt'en labOr movement, the Cp·rnj\!.dl-y-,mo~ed over ton poll;ey·. 
ot rllllk opportuniom.in the v.nionso In .these· three stoi;:es of !..~8 develop!Uent 11e lwi& . 
had e. live demonstrati<>n of three different methoc\s o~ work - - :S<I.tAi\evism,, seetD%'1nl>ot· 
ism and opportunism. · " 

b) . !.~. p:e;eortunist P_9!!_cl_of the CP 

From 19)6 to -~he pre~ant the Cl' policy in the UJ!l.ons lms been complet,l:i' 
opi'ortunist, Their line.here corresponded to thoir general political line, aa it l!l\d 

· in the other two P•l•iods of tho party's nctlvi ty in the United St•.tes, ~ entire ,. 
policy of the porty wne dollline.ted b)' n complete l:aek o! f'ni th in the revolutionary 
potentinl .ot tho masses ( n con~Uon which allowed tor tho victory of Stalinioo 1,..; 
side ~f the CP in '"" fir~t plMe), and this deepniring of ~he hopes for ".eoci!\liet 

. awakening pf the .Amoricnn worker drove them to sed< •streDe:th11 elsewhere, ~'he CP .' •· 
aought to impreRB i tselt l'llld t)le rulors o:C the K~eol.in, ns well as the lorde of Ar,._ 

. eriC<!lll c~pital, b)' the number of votes it 11oontrolled11 !lt various union conv6ntione, · · · 
the· ext en~ t~ which it could ehllpe polioy :fl:>r mss unions, e\d, The CP landers be- . 
c¥_1 •lubor lendr.g•, bllt tlmt 1s tlll, The unions >Nl'O used to help carry out the. ·· , .. ,,~,., 
tl>8lt:i 1\BIIign•t!. to ~hac 'b7 tho Ireclin, . . . · · 

~ 0 .' .i ; ' 

ln th& urJona 'Whl.eh wen o~p~~hecl b)' ce1111o ot vl<11ent 1111d· n1lit!lll11 otrur-_ · 
gla, e100h ... tbi 111110 lhe Ool:ltlllllhta ware Wled 1\B' the 'b<!st at the ~1,1t~.nte nnd tn 

·, :._ 
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r, .. , "' 
1·· suclt uoio11s the p~ty could oporate 11101"1 OP'11117 for purpooeo o! opreo.dill8 part¥ pro-' ·~i• 
, pog~mda and rec:t'U1 tiiiG ~kers to tl\0 part¥, . In otho" union•, where thtlf Wire i,_ ,~1 
'· hibited b1 t!>e domi~>A~~t influoncli of co!laorifatl.vo ele110nte they oa!.d olll7 nat ,.,.,ul~ ·'\">1 
;· not B!ltet:onhe either the masses or th&ir •tel'lov leaders", This was the aan i:i the .... ·.•.·.'!,!.8, 

·· UE. All their work wa.a 1:l.t'luonced bsr uubJec\;i't'e tactora .alone in. ·each particular >1 
ea,se. Their 11stirategr" was to entrench thebiaelvee 1n the unlol18 as best they cOuld, _;·; ... q 

,. , 

'. 

get positions of power and 1nflu~e b)' MT meana· possible. Nowhere did they funl>o · '";l 
... tion as. reVolutioniste in the ~ions. for the social :revolution had onQ.e and for all :~\~ 

dl.snppenred from tbe party's orfente.tion nnd the rlllllc and ·rue of the CP was complet... .i~'l 
ly corrupted b)J the'r,av theory' of the bnckwardnese of the lllll.ll~es which mnde it nee~ · ::1.:. · 
essary to 11 d1agu.lee OUt" reP~ lit;J.e .tetlp0rarily 11 • The CP became e ttnev brfl.nch" ot the: .) 
labor burenucrr.r.y, Its motivnt'iori differed from that. of the cthe~ union lenders, 'bllt · /~j 
i·ts pollcy was ons..,Unlly the snme, The war empllAI!ized ~hi• tenture ot the de9e~ · · '<\ 

· opmGnt of the ·CP, u,nd tl'Gi r.ro r.O'lo1 fin~~g it "lneren.singl)~ :.ore difficult tc en:or,; · ;·""-1 

out even th.e pseudo "left 1 line of t~ p!U'ty. TheY aJ':c ~ager to get Blong w1 th Hur
rfl¥ Md his cotarie in the buraaucrney. Aa in 1936, thoy ·aa!.d ollly those thing~~ 
which woUld not embarrMs them too .lli.>ch, to-d!W they can so.y even less, · Oppo~~Unl.sm, 
liko sectarianism, ce,rriea with it the ,aee.ds of des traction for the beo.rers o·r false' 
coin. ·· · · · ~ · · 

e) :'.M...'!'!~to)<;ti!_t~)lefore 1940 

For li1llll)' y<JI\!'8 n:tter the for~D~~otion of the :tart Oppoeitioq in. America, the · · 
piU'tY hlid littlo it" any contact with too JDaBa moV..mtnt. lts concern linG with tha 
othe:t "Qiilcl)l port1es, !rhe ~10rk with the M1nnenpol1s ~ruck. drivers union """ its •• 
tbot np:paarnuo" llB a ree.l force in the tmion !J!<We .. ont. Later it ~!:1lll to luive ·acme 
tllfluence in th,e S.e.1lor 1a Unioll o:f the Pacific, where U worked elo sely with too ·: 
,l;"'>liborg let!d&;oh1p. and gr;>dunlly the part.y members beg'll' to infiltrate' thti """'" .. 
produotion indus trios. :But thiil di<l not hl!PPeri on·" largo seals until o:ttel' ~940 
and the ri•• of wnr employment. . . . ' . . • ... · .. ' . .... ,_. 

. ' . . ·. ., . : 
·., ... It ie ~ it1pression, from.w!vlt l.ibtle I.hnve .. t<nind'e.vaili.ble.in 
w.·Hten artiolot on thio nubject, end fro"' "hat ClUl ba· i;leoned t,iom· the r!ocln!iOCOLil~i:c': , .. ,,c.,' 
of tho older bot:uondea, thnt our covement bAa nlso been lured into' the· sr..,e· ·~;0n~~~'' 
the 1!\bor 1:10vement set for other pnrtiee in.the pll8t, The'·cl·, ~i:li·e.des. ni 
rapid progress'in t)1a.recruitment of worker elements. to the 
to Coke. their p~ese!lee felt in tha unione M)l tell J1re~ to op:poz•tullill"•. 

· 'Clooely with tlie union lenders 'lfho ·would flCcept' their Bld ~:::~!;~l~~!~~l~; not orient tovar8. winning the r!\llk c.nd file to Trotsleylsc, the 
concern WtiB ai.mlor to tl'l.•.t' of thO other·grouping'a in the unions, oni!Apti 
struggles f<Jr powel' nnd infiuenoo, ate. The ~<>gnr.dn for the pl'OgrNl of the 
bec!IT.Ie lesu inportent t)len wianing office in t!)e unicna; 

. ' . . 

X ell hesU!lnt ·to write thh section pl\l'UCt\lorl~· nG a de:l'ini\i:ve ·<>'!'n1Uatio~. 
of a .Period of w:rk for our ~:~o?econt ainc.e Z !n. no 'IIBf po.rt!oiX>&ted in· i~.• I_' ai>,'~l'" · 
ling ta listen, lind hef\i'.w.'l<>totbers hi<Ve to sey about it, bnt thb two pllf'll4!l'aphir, · ·" 
above oro Of p:re~ent icpriasion of tli.e .pnot.• I aD. ""lUng .to .llnve that 11iJ:I.P1'8S810n~ 
reooved by the presentation of n different nn~s,1a <>nd avol.~~ation, :lr~:r the preacint 
!If ovn!uatl.on 1a thnt the part,y t:rt~de union1ats tu:iaU'oned J;!C!r• n• ttlide un"'.ometa 
in the :part;r then ns p<ll'\y pembere 1n tha tr.nds U!liona, · 

d) Ot.'Z 'Pu:fll ~ ·!a the llesan ------·- ···---4-·---
'l!ro'lilc? 'H!'o· vall IIUI.'II:lll%hsd ~>hat .. tho oriq~atian or the par~y s'hDuld 'l>a •. 

$11 4irootlf poU,!.eal wor1< ,in the $m~ UlllOil"o ln hla. lett or to the AMrio!l>l !1'0'!1', 
IIQ'htB 'ifrl.tM ill 1929o .lie \ft'O'~ tbatl 

'· 
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, . "Tho t~ado 'wfio_n buteaucrata,. Uk~ the 'bureaucrats of 1'alae co.... . _,, 
lliilnism, live ill the at"'l~phore or ar1atqcr~w· .PreJud~ces of :the upper at~l\ .. :::;·· 
ta o:r the \'IOrkerli, ·It vlll be traged,y if the Oppositionists 11re infected 
e.-en in the slightest degree ttl.th these qualities, t1e must not only r•,jcct 
end cOndemn theSe prejudic3a: wa must burn them out ofour consctousneas. to 
the ·1nst tr:>ec;. .wa mUat fi!ld 0111' r0114 to, ths -inost deprived, to tho de.rl<cst · 
strnt'!_of the prole_tariet, ·lic!!;i!lni~ ~>l~h. t)le Negro, whom_ cnJ?.itr~ist eocio
ty hns convc.rted into a Pwiah n.nct who JUU.St l8arn to see in us his ·rE:volut' ~ 
tionory .broth>lr.s"~ ;:• 

T~otsky·.J!leant' not only thtlllegr'o .ior)<er, but all o! the b,ltterl~ oppressed 
wo.rkera who could find no a.Ven!J:& ·o.r 8SCApe ·nnd no possible mer.ns ct·e:tpression of the1Jo 
frustrntion 1\.Dd the mise1-y cr·cn"tGd by the nliew~t!on of' t.heir lr.bor~ . Where ue find . 
these "orkers in our s:\lps we lllllSt becoma the spokeomon for their r~ghts in tho unions, 
their most · ti releSB defender llgninst tl;t> CO!llpM,y · ahd the lnbor .lll'is tocraC)• which 1o . 
only too willing to get so.~tething for the~sAlvea .. even if'.·it be nt the e~e~e ot the. 
11Dskilled. In so f'o.r ns this otrntn of the tiOricing clns~. h iu.orgnniz•d it become& a . 
problem for the pnrty na a whole nnd. not• Us troAe union seot"ions primnrily. Els .... 
where "it is the problem cf' the unionists •. · I am forced to lenve it at thr.t fo>• tho 
time being, · · 

i'te m\13t:mok£/'the turn townrd becoming the 11Tr:J.l~tnlG. of the rc.nlt r.nd fil~~. 
of the innctiv~ oaaa in the shops, andthe voice of oocialHm, 

. ,:·· 
4. S!rll!U Ill. TXE TRAllE trniOllS 

. ··.;.;. 

. Tho btire"-ucrncy o! the loael _ unl:on i.n not con>pleteiy di.v;oi;ced f~cm. the.· •i li~~-~-\~'J 
. ec t pros sure of the men in the shops ,-o.nd feel their pro'blems more· ke.~nl;r tl)inl the 
. 'buret.ucrnts, T!10;y s_t1ll kno>r whero th.>y como 'from, so to spe:,Jt, but most 'of t~.Om:, , 

.: ~.mteimt: for the. ~nnk nnd- :file end _diripl~ this on mt\ny occnsi('lne. Jlhar:ee.!! ,t~:1~~;~,~~~ 
ol<1.1 ·consci"ousness is ·very often on n hi.l!hin< plane· i:hnn thnt of the rest of the 
( '!i th, man;r of t!leui''proclaiming, in private;.' .thet:t. ")>elief' in so~iaiism•), their 
conta:t. iiJ.th tho .. CO!lpnll)' in nea:otintiono, }he COD!pulsion· they tll'e tinder tof~:;:;;~.i;e 
contract which they helped to negotiat"e nn<i t!)en ·•sell 11 to the membership, 
in.kes them n good'·deal lens mllito.nt tJum·the_· t>en the:nselyqs on dey to dey_-
~he;i want to 11get p~ong11 

••ith the indualirii\l.. r~lnt1ons "".ringer of .the compnny _Md. 
serve the legal for'lali ties >rhich ll.ll>'of 'absolub~ly no conce~n. to the ro.nks, · · . · . . . . . .. . . . ,,. .- ' .. . .· 

This, hotr~ver,, io not clG!Il' in situntione >then t_l)e, nntionnl un1on.co~1s. fo; ,< . 
n strike or- other m.-tss :~ction, ·Very often On such occr.sion.S ~~te ooy fi'nd tho local . . , . 
lendars "whipping up" th~ .man !or n strike. voto, ruid the men tloing 'along rell).CtanUy, • 
Thio 'io only indicntivo of the dis;:ust which the· '!:len hnve for the hnlr~hco.rted at .., ,_ .: . 
temp'to- of thu union which cnnnot point to n renl solution of their. proble,., Str:Ua1 
action for c. wQE;e incre,..se, todny, 1& ·not ·P..t llll'.Populn.r w1.th .tbe rnnlca

1 
\·rho unde~ 

•tnnd ~hatlt is only " "ethod ot chhaing one' 8 tnU, On the-. other!Wid, tl10 r.1on trill 
move towar.d spontnneous strike notion, in response to' prov.ocnthe net' or tho compnny, 
Wld .the loco~ leoAers trill 11ttempt to stymie such actioll· and- ""-!>ere. ~o the .griownnos . 
procedure. · ;··· .... · . .. . .. ~. , .. 

:. . .,: ··;.- ~' :. . . . 
Tho :\oth•iot ctrntn in tha un~ona ru~tiU'd tho org~.&l.zo.~1Qn. ns thu inooi>z=oen~o: 

for thai~ emo.neipo.t!on frot> nt lcn:>t .o_oll\0 .of.'tllil' ~ribulc,U~na, or .. Hre -under ~:~~;~!~~1: 
wherena the >'r.nk nnd file 1'\l'e r.10ro or leo~ cQ(uibiouq,tlll\t .~!ia union ~i~ ,. 
th•m frO') being \·101'-se -off than thoy 1\1'0 notr;_.;,n(id· tha~ 1. s '!ll• . Tho ·lel\derehip will 
cite the benefits of unionht> on evaty occnal.on, doocribing "hnt conditiono .>te~a 
19.35 as co1.1pnred to to<i!W, o.ni tho rnnk nnd,f~lo quictlr ncciiPt it 11a true but rntlii•r'';:_ 

~'::1~:;_ .. :· - '.:.".' 
I< . 
... · .. :._ ........... ·~·:. 
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meaningle•• since they are d1satisfied today as they were in l9J5, if not more soo 
The "'""k•=s cupport their unions >ri tli such tonaci ty because they realize that. they 
would be '\:orce off wit\out the::t, and _in the hope that aventnlllly the uniona may "ttake 
up nn<i. 11 d.o somethingn, but they domonstre.te real ·enthusiasm on rare occasions. 

b) _!~--~hop ~~=~~~~" 
Whereas the local loadors ore 1·rcddcd. to the ne.tionol lendershi'D by tho,;, ne.·· 

ture of their pcsi tion :in the un1o~ nnd 'feel COI!Btrained to ciofend the o.c'tiona ol' th~ 
na.tio!lol le:1dership or nt ltmst a.po,logize for them, the sh6p ste\tro.rd is in the cmme 
pott! t:l.cn ns regr>.rda his locr.l lenders. ( Note - the description of the relntion~hip 
oi 1ourl to nationr.1 1 enders, nnd of the shOp stetrnrd to the locc.l leruierc lr.t c. geu
B't:'~·.l one \·thlc.h holds coed in non-fr.ptionnl situntions. It dues not hold good J !! eY
er~r ~1ion nt every time.) The stownrd is more closell' linked to the .rr:.nktl 1•·: t: .u ! 

Lhop, thnt ir .. r.ctive me.ss which never attends union mee.tings r-.nd is contin1L':llly curs
ing the lw~ .. i~rehip on·every ·possible occn.sion fo~ their fni~urcs. Tha staVc:-d f'oo,.s 
th:t.t the rrolks nre "br..ckwnrd" and t-Jlti-union bccn.use or· the n.-..tut-e of thsir gri:_Jae, 
r.nd he. ro~so hns r."retrogrcssive" concept o~ ·the proletnrin.to 'But he J.s-closB tC' them, 
1a r.Y.nre o! their _problems, re,.ctn to thei,r pressure nnd ref'lects their dcairos ,.Jithil· 
the co:c.t~t of the union appo.r.n.tuo.. Gen8rnlly the stewards ~ve R "'ho~eaome Conte'IIIJ•t 
for the nntionnl leo.derchip of their union e.nd. of the CIO· his hns been heighten< . 
by- the events of the lest· t1w-o Y"cu"s - tha big str11::ec r.nl\ tb.s failUre of the l"aft.d_cl. .. 
Ghip to c,.ll for gcnerl'~ strike nation, r.nd · ngtdn their repented .fRilure to coil !Or 
general strilce notion nga1nst the Tc.ft-"c.rtlpy bill. They know thD.t tlle men >rare 
rel\d;t for tllnt kind of net ion. ruul they recl'.l'd. the Murrw leedership o.s cowardly be-

'··· tr~·a!'s. 

The election of. tho shop ot.ewe..rd. is by direct 1\Dd. coirrglete vote' of all the', 
men,- with the voting .usunl.ly conducted. in·the shop during tho ·worl<ing hours, Every · 
worker votes on this_ oCcnslon, r-.nd the Gte~,r~d_ cr.n.not depond on n 11mnChirien fOr vo'ifeia'. .,. 
n.O· do the no.tioncJ. londe1•s "'h~ line up delogn.tions Q.t conventiOns·. ~ mu.at'-·produ.::lo"--:·: .. 

···tor ·tho men or ho will quickly find hl.meelf out .of office •. Tlte men >rill blonia him 'for-:· 
eve_ey unsettled grieva.nc.e, .unJ.e•• he cnn oxple.in it nw_ay. . _,. 

A e;OncJ. i:•n'eral rnlo for the party'membet' in.the unions iD to !.tend f~r stoW:.,-..-:' 
ardship in hio depr.r~mont; r. "party of ·shop ste'wm.rds" would by no JOOru;,s 'ba tt,::i ~rs.t · 
p•..rty of ths revolution nnd. might very well be the best. T_hose men, more often tlwt: 
not,. are ser1oue and. self-snarit'icing, giving mu.clt energy ond timo. to the union._nnd. 
1':-equently losing mo:io;f becnuae of union activities; they reflect the desireo of-: the • 
men ..nd. are looked. to by the men i'or lenderehip Md. nd.vice ·on all questions, personol 
®-well as thseo connected >lith the shop. It >!ill be no 1·rhen tlulBll prepare for rov
olut!.ona..wy notion, too, n).tr.o1J8h the atownrd IIIL\V not the". be. the snme one !rho is so~ 
tJ.ir.l!; grieve.nceo todny, !hoy are th~ rnnk And. file lenders of the workint: alnso whs_ • 
1nfiuence the men they norve nnd '\'Jork with •. They cnn never be como b\trer.uer['.tiz.ed be
CI\U&e ther are not tlv.t fa.r t•emoved from the cond.i tiona of waldng for r. livin(l (root 

. of them lvwo to trork r. good pnrt of the time in the shop), . e.nd. thei1• tenure in office· 
is not· nenrly a.c troll o,u:\l'e.nteod r.nd. protocted. no 1o thnt. 0! the top officora, These 
Qr6 thO men the ptU"ty rau.st ren.oh nnd ~onv1nee. 

a)' The Inaativ~ lines 

In t~~ nvornge union o£ the OIO perhnpo l ou' o! 50 member! nre nt !Ill ~ 
tive in union· nffnire, oither na ~te•.·1nrds, members of different conrnitt0oe or '\>Y r.t-. 
tanding the meetings of their loon). • Even on ouch importnnt oacne1ona as vot1ut;- · · 
on the contrnot, it 1o unueunl. to get even bnl.f of the_ non dotm to the oeeting, Yet 
this 1nnoti•te mac 1o prepondare.ntly pro-union nnd. will renist nny nttompt to ~c~n. 

1180 ';· 
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or break it. ~ha omall groups of anti-Wlion men are completely overlrhelmed b~. tha 
·others, a.'li 

11 co elnn~11 "''-!.'l..the union·even·if only out of· fonr of r13:pr1oal. -his 1a 
rat1k nnd file of t'l.le -:.mien, ~;h·.H~e. ere tho men tte must :!pan. 'It -:.·or nn·i C'.e:t'{..nd and oh."Urr
pion on every po::s!bl~ o;;:-::r:\r~ioh.. It is they' who fU"e go'tnz t.) pr~vi.il~ f:he lmpl'lse to 
rcvolut.lunnr.r action in the condng yer.r!l, f'.nd we wst und.a:..·ntr.nd them ou:ti l't~n .. ~h tho1.1 .. 

Thc3c workers support their union in A. neentive mnnnor fer the mor.~ ·:;·~rt 1 deapitu ,dj tbJir criticiE-ms ru!d. gJ.·i:;.,ing. These r.ra tho mon ttho 1in&d up with auch 
re!il<'\'l'k. .... bl\": :-:olide"'•,:ri ty in tho ·1946 striktt wnve, It io thesd :no~: ,.,ho c.;."~;:-1.'11 zeJ. t!-:u CIO 
t.y thP.~.r c·.1n C'.ctions, l'.nrl then sent tolegrn.tJc to John L. L~Jwis to 11 com11 dol'r.l here nnd 
o:r~,·n~v.a t':.s 11 !n tha hcr('lic yenrs of 1936 nnd 1937. It is only on rn:rc i)C~~.ctons in 
J;J..:to;·y thnt we sec· tho m.~oaes in motion. but the grentor poriods of inactivity by no 
r:e~~r.o denotdc their bnelamrdneca. It : simply meano tl'JI.t they eee nothing to get 
t: . ...-c:f ted r.bout until the o:<plosion tPkes plnce. 

!:'o nll tLose who P.re net! ve in .the unions, \-tho conderm the rf'I.Jtl::D fpr not 
Ptt.endi~:; meetings, who hnve contempt for :them nnd their. 0 gripeo11 , we lDUSt 11po.ticntly 
c,:_.-1:">.i.n

11 
1:.thy the: rr .. nkc f.\Ct P.s they do, thn.t only n bold nnd dyn...,.mic progri"'JD will e:Ul 

('r.,:-:-.;1.1 thei:t" n.ct!vity r-.gnin, th."\t \'16 should not fear to roly upon them if tro r.rc will
·;.'.._: to J:1.~{:3 re:-tl !3tridCS forwn.rd1 t~t th~)' CD.n be 11 rC ... ChGd11 I but Only \'lith r.. n.Q\'7 .pro- • 
gr""' >~hie:. can point the >ley to n r.er.l ·"lld thnrough oolut~on of thei.r.-problotl!:. 11o 
t:lUilt pravido the link bett1een. the union tu1d the men. be tlle conscious connection. be
t•·•:=-t::O. the inr.rtir..ul.o.te mnas nnd thoir olo.es o.::e..-oe!nizr~tic:;. Tha.t io onu ·of our br.siC 
functions o.nd duties· in i;ha union movement, ·Here lS th6 seCond ntr11tl\. tthich \ic -nnict··. 
ranch with our ider.s, :m.d they ern bo roached"'through ·the ritowo.rds tre con"trince,. '· . 
through progrMllllD.tic fit;hts of Vl\l'ious kinds >ri thin tho union, CUld b¥-· tokint; ndv::U>;._., .. 
.trtge O! Cvery lllt\BG MOOting· to saY \1l)nl'we CM; "· . ,,.o'"" 
S. . SSI.F .-ACTIVITY, FACrORy COMiiiT=s /J~ T!!!:. 1Jl!IO~!S 

n) Their llol.o iu t:1e Russioll Revolution 

. .. \ 

·---.. ---------------·--·-
. Tho :t'ollowint;,.~uotations aro i"ro~ ·.n speech ot A. Lo•ovoley. in 1920, 

head of the lhlsRi~ J,n~or Unions c...'"ld Lo.ter necretrry of thi!- nad Internnt1un,..1. oi · 
!trndo Unio!\So (An ocphasia l\l'o t1inel .,.- ... 

,: . 
liThe ·~vc:otl".rou of _0::-n.l-ian wo.s the point of depnrture 

l.!.tivo ·and· or(:nnizing \'tork of :;~e nry.ssec. T::1o rru.snirJl t19rkers 
mUl tr.n~:ousl:r tow: orgt~n1 zntiona; 

l, First, overybody cnme out !ron ~he underground secro~ po.rt;v 
org1'lliznt1ons, enol l!.ppeored_in. thi> open~ the llolshovll;o nnd !~ns!te7'ilcs 0 who obstino.toly fought to··m.n. .influence ov~Jr the r.1nsses. 

·., 
2. ~& wor!tero org!'.nizod tlln COU .:Q!J,~:. the· Soviet of worl:ars 1 • 

de!JUtios "" instrunents·ot the politicnl struegle e£ well ns orgrlla embiia
,cine nll of the >IOrkO!'s. From the first dt>,YD of the Revolution, the So-
viats.of,workel'B1 deputies 'begnn n strucgle for·po>wr. · · 

•:.~. 3. Sir.mltnnoously nppsnred ths. S,'!O" 00 FACTOi!>; COEI'IT!I'mlS, :"!hioh,,', 
took int9 thol.r. O\'III hnnds tlls sconomic strucglc Nld took ,~he loo.d of. tbe .. ·. · 
extrl\ordinar;r ttavo of otril:se. The shop nnd fnctor;r cn~tter'o inh·o~.uced.: '· · 
tho .8 .hour tW.y by R oir.~pla d~clnrr.tion: t~.Oj" ~lntchud.gvez: the lr.bor oo~ ,~:,· .. 
ditiono nr.d in gencrnl :l'ulfllled the role ot uniono. 'hoce cotlilittoco .. ·. · 
ir.'!.r~9onfr.<!,nt•cJ,_'!_ith !::':!!L~~her ~.·~~~n~.__~h...!!!'....tho gueation of produ~ .. 
"t_lora, W.-?..!~ora 1 

.J:..9..n!!.C!.l, raw mteril\lc, fuel, tho onbotnee of the contrnct0 ·. 
orn nnd propiotora of the fnctories, etc. 1 questions which pleyad n deoi~ · . 

'.... ' 

" ' . 
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~ve role in the Octobgr Rayo;utiori. 

4. From tl:e first ~~ ot Harch commenced the feverish ,:rork of 
croe:tion, orgr-.nizntion nnd consolid,.t1on of· the uniona, With their ·. 
grouth, the unions slouly· nli'Surned control over 't!.he ~hop .tiD!L.f".cilor.y el?l.!'" 
tlittoso_!n.~he eco'!!2ll!k..doro!n, lenl[lM . .k !J:Iea onl,y_!J!e lJ.:.tU!\d_ do."'..!!! 
of nroductiol'h. 

11 The months froc July' to OctOber Dtl.'-1 r. ferocious econonic r.t:uc
glc. The etJployers closed their entcl-prtsoa. The \·torkern r~,;opGll~rJ thea. 
If t::e er.~ployc;r offered rcsiatnnco, th(~ 1.1orkera Red Guard thl"e':l hin out 
o:f t:te fc.ctcry • (Slogan of 'Open ths Fe.ctorieo 1 ) 

11ffuen n OMu!ncturer declrtred that :t>.S hnd r~o narc rm·r !."1..."'.tt!rinls 
or nonoy, n coWJiseion oi' control, elected b¥ t~~ '·rorkero, studied l'!io 
boolts, verified his tre."'.Bury, lenrned fro::~. t~ie bP.nk t!1e stnto of l1is· ~.c
coUnt, Md exr.r.d.ned to ,,.,f~t. extant the closin_i do,:m of the enterprise '1-Jn.c 
incvito.olo. (Slogan of Op~n the "oaks") " ,. 

1tDuring this period wcirk'ers'· control )Jr'.C not r.n egpty ''lYI."d., but 
:'l. ;ua~ticn of lifg -"~"th !or th£:: ~rking elcl!li. '.l'h~ question ,1<".B 
put th'JJl) cl0s1ng of ·tho' .. tS"!'r1oe, •ctoppt:>g. production·, sioply DeN>t 
to lcill t:to revclu,Uonl while to prevent this ohut-do>in nile.nt to S!>.VO the 
revolution. na"ld 1 ts conquests.- Thus the question of' the running of· ovary 
entOrprisc becr.na n. gel'!.ernl ques~ion whir.h intereS~ed the whole vorldne; 
elMs. 'Econonic strikes lost n.ll- of thelr force of ntti:.ck. 

"The ahnrp nnd interni ttcnt rutPLIQ!:-!g_gon.fllll!.q_or..ihLIU.ri!:e br.!l.., ·' 
tlo. unprodu·at!YL~ wft~ut ,.n ism!Q., the o!f'cnsh·c t::.ctic:; ·of' .the o~ · 
pl·~Y9:"B 1 tho Or&"".nizn.tion Of the bourgoo'isie P,nd the riots of th~ gencr,~&;' 
the utilia&tion of the >rholo Sto.te npp'll'Btus ngo.inot the 110r!cers, o~l t:· :c · 
brow;ht for>rnrd before the llnions .the probloc of :r;>Ower. !Von tho.logic 
.of tite oconooic ,strnggl.e led the Ruosir.n unions to the October Itevolu~iori. '.: 

;,. 

11 The union a ;>.nd RhCUL.Q.onMi ttees_ furnis~ed c>Jlll. fOl'r.iGd 't!!G fru.no 
of tho vo~kero colw.ms \'lhich n,..,de t;hc ·October Revolution. -The .Ruosif"Jl .. _ 
Coo::tunist Pnrty inspired nnd led than.· 

n · The· unio;..n nnd tl1e sho, conn! tteos f"orrl.:.lJL1M eonpwies~. . -
~; they orgnnized n special gunrd to wntch ovor tl:e sr.fety of tbe 
f'0ctorios. Ti1..'\.'lks to the unions, tl!e coz;.quest of ;po~trer wr.s ®cooplishad 
in t>to directions. On one eide, o~l of tl).e politic,'\l institutions >rolje , 

· oocupi od cu1.d their O.P!ll\l"r.tu?. \rns destroy'ed; on tho other side. tho un1on·s 
:-.:fd fnct':ory cOnnittee:s _put 'their h!'\nds on t~e nppnrn.tus of :p.r?duct16ri,, · 

"T;w Oc;tober Reyolution triuppl!ru\. by inRcribing On ita bm.f. . 
this-lln.tch,.rord: 1Per.ce, lt-.nd nnd \'tort;:ers 1 control• • During tha :t"irat 
!cys t:,. October Revolution >tor!:ors 1 control i!'lllicd only n linitntion 
of priv"te property nnd not its nbolition. ThO co11trol of production 
could not bo renlized intogrnlly boforc hr.vinc; decided tho coat fund<.
J?Gntnl quection: l'nw ia tlO.§tar in tho f,_atorYl ~·!hen the: worker·a to:.ok 
·power in October, evor)'ltltare they talt ther.tsi>lveo r.s the tlt\ahers of t!le 
.factory, Since than "orlcere 1 contror hnc!. to trnnsforu. itself end bo-, 
cone "ork\1rO 1 nanr.&onont or nd.ninis~l.·ntilln, - . -. 

"Tho J\1volut1onn.ry experience r.nd tho needs flf the nn.asoo. uho",..; 
ed tllf'.t tlle unions not only nN not eupsrtlous e.fter tho Socinl Revel~ 

·, ,·,,· 
'!, .. 
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-tion but that they are the pillars of the Dictstorahlp or the Proletnr
iat. 11 

J;:innlly, Lozovsky concludee his de~.cript,ion of the role of the 
unions sr,d the facto:ry collltlitte~s in the revolution with these' 'lrotda:. · · 

. ' .. . 
111'h• ~olohovil,siioro~•irecl "· .p~epo~dorant iilflu~nce in the 1 .... . 

bor :novomont because they e>:J>roes·pminl.y cila methodic"llY tlle interests 
of the clues whfch otrUgglea and :J.ab,ora. · Th:e RevOlution woUld, hto.vC been 
inr,,osciblo in Bussill 1f even before thomohth of October the llolshevilcs • · · 
did not have ·an immense !lll'.jority in all u:>ionc, for 1t io illlj)~ 
aecomplish a sociAl revolution ·out!dd~'L9.f--ih.~ unlonp or MQ~;wt their ... · 
IDJ,l, 

"Only children ce.n imnglne thnt during tho Revolution on~. ern' do· 
without the unions ~r thP.t the Communist influence in the l~bor' movement 
is e.n ·nccidentol or 'passing phenomenon, In the beginni11g of the 1917 · 
Revolution the ~olsheviks were;in t~ minority in the un~ons; but the• 

·did not think of limv1ng them in ord"r to' f'orm others., Alllall, but vary 
pro:pett :md Very pure onet. The· bo~Shevtk.B asid: · 1 Wa .ore in _the ·min?ri.ty, 
therefore we must double our ltol"k in the unions.,· fpr -if ·our th13DfY hr ,cOr
rect o.nd_ we must li1n tho toiling m.P..s:ses. we sluall conauor tho unions r.c ~ 
ucll, tthi.ch ;J.t'e :the··Orgnn1sat1ona _of_ tile IDA.sses •. On .the .oo~trn.ry, J·ug· 
e@not conquer the ·unionn, i.e.:,_ the. tciil.il'l€ inaosea, ·it pho~a- th...Z o:jr ·· · 
theorY is hot worth " pennv. for -1 t·,_ evid.entq is.· in ~ontrndict_ion '\-d th, 
tand.enoies of the lnbOr·)novement 1 • - :By _lohg."' tfsno.cioUs . ··. · .. 
tho :Oolsheviko obtnined n l!llljority in t'ho lr.bo.r Unl:otuii, · 
>;auld hr.vo beou .impossible. if ·the. intera,~s of 'tlis. 
\-r.>rJ;tora l'tere o;Pposod tO the..:t.heury ·tuld.Pr,,.ct~ce of 

b) A Po.t.tern for ·ca~ison 

This lon& quotntion.from Lozovlsky ·is gi;,eh hare only to remind .~he com-· 
rndeo of "hot O\U' . function in the unions. is by des~ri bi~ "hot httppened in· o. euccea'-' 
afu~ workers re\"olution, It does not "oM.th:\t ~t">ti;Ll hoppen.:ln· the e&i:m aiinner.~:'/ · 
in every -CO\L"'ltry e.rid in aVery ii-.stnnce· •. But it _p~O~idAB ~- bca.!!i.c pfl'.i;.ferl! fo:t•. __ -eo~-:·-·, · 

· paris on nnd prepnrntion.. It _derr.onatrntee tbP.t there ;lln.S' no contrndictton b~t~rOO'l" ·. 
tho ftlotory committoos •U1d the unions, thot. these organizr.tions .nscur.led different· 
functions ::.t different ti.ms in the course of dovelopm~nt of the revolution, At , 
'times tho unions themselvee. 'may hr.ve thliir orgunht'.tionnl npPBratus ;,., ru.te>'ed ns . ; 
'the ranks become more Bcti ve t.hat .. the ehop cOmmi ttiios ccy very well become pqrt ·of . · · 
the union sot-t>p;: Tlic.t· ae.ilnot be disr.llo>red out of hnnd; it is 'n strong poaoi'bU1~ 
in a country such ns this ~rhere the industriol uiliona ·nnd the sl19p ote>mrd. syetec : 
of representnt.1on· cOvers sO innny -workers, all of ·'whtin nre concemEut ~ th -~he !>r~ ·_ 
taction 'bf· thnt union and regnurd l;t !18 their pnl;Y instrument of. ot\'ugglo, Sino~ 
it is posslblo· thnt .tho i>'h~p' cotllllittoes of .tcit>Orrow. Will serve 11~ t.ho conple~~.:of .· 
tt.o unions o£ todco-·, it io ·necoaeo.ry to see how ~hay ,_., b<~in,. I wnnt lou o!.o111 >lith · 
only one ns;paot of. this question· n.t this tine,nt\Da!y, '· - . . . . 
e) Self-Activity, Sho~~1i.ttces nnd tho Stminrds ' 

• • • . 'i 

The s!lop etewnrd I'IOVocont ill EnglNili "Mch r>rose niter tho le.ot ·•rr.r:.Jt,s 
n ·revolt ~1hich ombrncud the brand rnnnses of the workers noting ~hro~~gh t!1ai:r ~"'"'"'' 
!>\ted rep1•esontntivoa- the ahop stewards, The &!'Op ot.,.,.nrda CO\Incils ropreao\:lto~ •:,. 
the ecbryo of tho 110rkar0 cqunoil~ r.nd were the ezpreaaion, in EnglMd, ·ot tho o.lop 
cotlllli tteea, They nrooe out of th• old union RPP.ni-.ntue bocauoathle nlrondy lltlbrnce~ 
'lba cn,lor1ty of >1crkers, unlike the.aituntio11 in Ruaein, The ste,r.rds;·,respohd1'1& . ' . . . 

·. ·::··· . :' 

. ·.· •' .. 
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to thee dell:llllds o:t the men; ,.,,.. alao the leaders o:t tho men in givins organization- '''/l.,l 
al form and direction to tl\llir revolt·. !In .A:,,orica todq, lllanJ'. o:t the 11B:pontaneouo 11 . . . '"i) 
stoppoges 11ro ot•ganized by the shop otewards >tho know what ths msn neod and~mn\, .·.·~~ 
Thio does not alweys happon, but 1a :trequently the case• Tho aelf-aoU:~g me.oses, :,·1 capable of ncco"'!Uohl ng the mo•t alllazing things in the wey of orge.r.izo.tion, r•< ll :,. 
!DUSt have conscious leudership if the nctivity 1s not to subside nfter a brio: re- ·.J 
bellion 'tthlch flt-GD.bl1el!.es nc permn.nent crgnhizntio~1al form. The shop stewrzJ.B t-till _., 
probably plny o.n importtu1t role in that de,·elopment, tho'J«h-I must repor.t-- they ,,:J 
JMY not be the same workers who ore shop stewards todny. . ~l 

I 'h'nllt t-o dl3scriba two situations which hAve nlrendy occurred in '·•hich th1~ 
ste\·tnrds might h..·we formed the committe~s of r.ction which nre ptlrt of nn unfolding 
revolutionc.ry l'roct:t:~s, commi tteeo which brel".k lLCrQss the bom,d.c\ries set up by the 
differe.:1t ·llf'.ti·Jn..;.l unions nnd the tuo lnrger f'edera.t!one of unions, the Cro- nnd t:le 

" '··t 
.·! 

AF of L, Ono wns the strike >tr.ve of 1946, In nll those monthe of struggle the rnnk 
r.nd file wnu nctually pleading for n generr.l ctrilce which wouJ.d sottle the issue in 
H. d~cialv_e mn.nnor. Pnrticuln.rly w~s this true where the str1J:as waxa long ~d £t1iara 
violence occurred, The plll"ty should boldly hnve placed before the wrke1•s the .. 
q·•eotion of the the general strike, 1<hc.t it 1s Dnd ho>t it is orgnnhed e.nd trhat prob
lems 1 t presentc. The response BmOn&' the rnnks, pBI'ticularly cunong the stewnrds 
\'tould ht~ve been inatC'.nto.n&ous• The party members in the otrikes co.uld h-ave given 
llhis some organiz.,tl.onal implementation b1 calling for tho creation of " Ot'.mitteen 
for " Genernl StrikE" nnd nttemptod to estoblish these in each local nnd filll'.l.ly 
brof.l.den it out into·:~. conlfeirence of ·rank anci. tile memb6ro t".nd stewnrdB of' tho dif
f•rent l>ccl r.nd 1111tionnl unions, It· mny not he.ve develo!'ed, lllld here n grer.t deill 
depends upon the forces nt our commond, but it would ht>.vo pointed o. ""II out <'.nd .been .. 

. tM source of .aStnb1ishing "goo~ croditU al:lOng.tha mnsoes of worke:rsll, · · · 

Another situntion WOB that >rhich arose in connection .with ·the Tart-Hartley. 
bill. The rnnks wanted geriel:'al strike action and the leadership. offered them notlt- •. 

·ing, In 11\Y o>m locol, . the ste'WL\l'ds >rere ct\lled to o. t1eati~ the dlo.lf scheduled for. 
the Sene.to to vote on overriding the veto. The;y decided to so to Wo.ehington on • 
thel* ovr, tim to :protest, Uhen they got. there, they discovered 'toot tl>Oy could 
not get into the gellory or see n S~nn.tor, thnt they >rare the only locnl in the city 
and that the:re """ notHn;: for them to. do. Their "!l€er e.nd t'rustrctian 11ils enor.,.. 
owr; A suggostion ~= '-lndo th.'\t wo mrch on the OW Nntiontll office nnd ,;tvc !!ur.. . 

. rr>f a piece of our tlind. Some of the WMhington OIO. bure·nuernta told ils thn.t l·!ur
'·rny bad left town, But, imagine >rllat wuld have hnppenod if a delegation from ten 
. or fifteen locals had been in 1f<Uih1nl!ton on thnt dny o.nd thnt .. they hnd mrched .on. 
tho OIO office. onl1. to find· thnt thelendership could onl1 tell thet'l to n go hotJo• ,· : 
A revolutionists in tlu\t situation could onsily heve called for ths creation of .,; 
permanent orgnni.ation to be crented. On the spot which WOuld then go bOllS to orgru>o 
ize their Ollll arona into a· nntionnl council >lhich trould tnl<e action into-their own 
hando on sinilar occ •. sstons 1n the future; It.wuld have been tho beginning of tb;l 
for1:1ation of nntionnl Shop stetmrds Councils 11h0se developnent 1e nO>I unpredictnble; 
lloldness at the proper t~oe CNl bring gent retiDl"dB to the pllrt;y nnd tho fonmrd 
cni'ch.o:t' thG >~orking cl!l8s, It roquiros that'"' knotr what our objective 1o nne eeo 
'the possibl.litios for nccocpl1sh1!l€ it >1henever tlw Sr.ll'~lest opportunity preoente 
ltselt', It trill ~li-;ppon agllin·in the· future nne!. tiB nust be randy far it, · · 

. ;-'·-~ 
d) Th~. S_!l2P-~!e!l:u'd '".!~ ~ .J!'."X..t.~ I _,, 

. It is often more difficult to recruit the shop ste>rard thml 1.'.1\ ordinr-"0' ll, ', :/i~ 
~".nlc 1\"d f·\lt'r. 'but 1t is wor:th the effort. He ~d."lcrcc ::;oro atronoJ,y to tho un~cn, .. ~_:'-::_.:~""-' 
believes in 1 t l\G tho inttru1:1011t !or hie eCMoi:pntion nnd clings tennciously to 0~ .. :.~}] 

· thi"li which 1s sood in it, Vary often no nmount of Ill" (lUi!>€ e.nd diacuseions >1111 ·.:~~ 
convince him th<.t t!td pnrty 1a right, but tho unfoldint; evonto ot the oll\8~ atru~ ·;~1) 
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-Ill• will. tfe 11111at be patient and contident. In ihe eouroo ~t 1IV' """ experience · 
fll!ley of tho stewarde who wen agal.nat ·our ideas in \he put and fo~~&ht against our 
viuwpoint have since admitted their error ancb;ome !IDd oq eo, 'llhen that happens· 
ofte~ enough, nnd ns it hoppeca with inoroaoing 1peed on 4ooiaive queotiono, tho 
party will know that 1 t h· on tie road to winning tho JD~U~Ceo. In lll!liiT places, we are 
elre~dy w6ll on that road 1t we onn ,just "'IDG&• to oee benenth tho curfr.c'e llll'.niteo
tations of events and l'enetions and undsrstond them for >rhat they renlly are. The 
pragmatists oro lost here, but the revoluUonhh are not. It 1& only tho;y "be 01111 
underste.nli r.nd be oontldent in the !nee ot seemlngl;r endless set-bncks. 

6. 

a) 

FU11CTidNs OF Tm: IU:VOLU'l!IOW1ST IH Tm: UNIO!IS 

To Genernllze the Experienoec ot the .1/orking Clruso 
. . .... · .............. --------
!ro i;e.ner:!llce ·the experlencea 'o:r' the ·wor!:in& cl!Uio, lllllke thoa~ conscio"s · 

of their trnd! ~ions nnd 'the · .. taako beto~e · tn.>l a1> 'cll u ... a is the prill\l'.ry :f'unot1on 
of the revolut~oniat, ·nnc!"in c:i.. Why s~~~·· all. Ma. othor !unbtions. TrotsJ;y t.old 
us this in his ~nm. ~·, vh~n he mote: · ·' ~-.. 7 •. · . . 

' .,.·:·. 

• 
0 !rhe backWardness of tlij.. "'m.er!c..,n wr~er· is onl;r " relo.tive. 

!n ~v important respeota it 1.:~ th& 1110ut p~o~ee:eive "Tt.lrkin.g cl .. c.s.~•;k;;;:'.·~i;~L~:~h'}f;~ 
world; technicnll:r.cu:>d in its atnndard cf ·lhing. The Americ""" 
very oombo.t.1ve. !!!hey have had the· moat rebellious otri.kao in the "ou••· 
lfhr..t the AmericM· worker moses 1a <1 .spirU of !l!lnerQ1izr.tion, or .""r,t;:;rs:•~•·/J( 

. ot hie clc.ss position.in societr ae.)a >thole, This ~;r.o~:k~p;o;:f::!~~~~~~t~!~ h-.• its origin in the country's whole hilflo cy, the 
poe;ib1J.itie"'; etc, Now ·e.J.l' th..,t I.e gone, but the mtzld rellll'.ins 'in 
Iderlfsts think the hume.n. mente.lity is progressive; but l.n re1a~>c.v 
moat conservntive element. of. society. Yon.r technique· is 1>r<>l!r·as.si're 
mentcli ty ot the Wol'ker. lallo fnr l!ehl.nd, . Their btl.C!ntnrdaeso ::~~- ''fq;i, 

·,.their. innbl.li ty to &enerrlhe tho!.>: problem;· they considor rJYer:7tl>io,g 
:pe:i'liqri..'\1 bcaiB. !low, t)lo wnr nnd. tho oconomc .r.rial;wUlr;~;;~~~t~:~;~o;;,~f~%; 
thinking• to think of' them••lVos M •· olRSs, whi<>h l!!<!a.n~ 
tliinking, 11 

:' 
. One of our functions, then, is to ba. n ·conoious )lelp to the wifoldi~ · 

process which 1v !oroinil; the workoro into eoci:!l think:1ng. It wa tel\(\h .it now uu.,.... .. ,,; 
poeaiblo occaaion5they w1·H recognize uc tomorro>r:n• tle ones :who. told. the 'truth. 
lt alight be of aome helV to give a tew exiunplos of how thh cnn be done,· and tlli!l 
will ·be demonatrC\ted when I i:lltplnin thOiiaco'nd function in ~he uniono whic!1 1B to 

b) The; .Tribnoa .O.U.h~ ~l_lk _ _!l!td ~ile .• 1)!1!1 ~l!• .. !~ice '!.t.. Scciril.~s., 

It is often. a~ore possible thnn one .mo;y think: to bo the open e~~~~=~~:~~~!'. 
oool.alisa~ in the unionc. We must use the isoueo of the day aa a point of' 

. tor the interJection or our iderui on n plnne where tho;y cnn be undorotnod, 
nooepted, ond pntiantl;y val. t tor history .,.,d tlo clllss atr.ug{lle t·o domnstrnte 
tho workers thr.t we nro ri&ht. It roquiros contidence in .our l.deas and in thll' 

· le,a1'1o.'- :::~lea .. : 

ln ~ loeal u=icn nn i~'luantial Stal1~1at &ttureptad tu 
of the lia.tion:!l OIO in support of llretton WoodB ·legislation. The CIO podtioli 
thnt "•table ourroncy woUld. meaD fore~gn trade ond 5,000,000 Jobc tor · 
kers, and woUld prevent a cbprese1on11 , In· the Legislative Conun!.ttee 
the hsue was de'b:.ted Md 1IV' pooition mnde olenr ~ that unutr,ble owrre1nc.y 
a reflection ot the ·,matnble oharll.Oter of tho entire oapi te.li&t system, 
a moaninglsas p1ece of leatslat1on for the workin& olaaa and only tho_dealgn 

·loan oapitnl to doalinate tho world, Tho ma~bers ot tho committee VOT8·fO'CI' 
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f ·adii!i.~ tlv.-.t I· .. W!\s· right; but wru\ted' the locnl 'to sup1>9rt-.the bill ·,•tor >tluo.tevo~ 'good. ····~ 
it r.:l.eht do". 1•!e told them 'thnt'·they were ohly fooling nnd.misguiding tho worlcerso'. · ····~ r' On the WliO!l float the d.ebnte ""~ oonti .. ~ed, nnd in lntcr .. yeeis·!JI'.ny.of'the .'lo•!,<~r·· " 
recem."berad: ~t. long· nfte1• :Bretton Wooda \tns no longa:r in the ne1ra. · · · · · ·. .·:·.;.{, 

. . On the <J.Ue~tion• of euppori of tho ~ntted Nntions the so.rne process """ re.. ·:·~J 
. ._. 

• i 
r 

pentad, . ~fe gn.yo ~he history of the Le.".gUO of Nnt1on~ 1 r.sl;cd hQ\'T this new giooup tmS. · -~-~ 
di:f'ferE:lnt, pointed out thnt wnr Wl".B n_ product. of the cn:pi tf'list system, etc. Aneth- '.:/j . 
er inte~cstiug deVel'Jptlent in this connection w .... s the _oppnsition of the CIO f'l!d: the , . 
CP. t.o .the: ser.>.ting af Are;entinn. o.t the Snn P'rancir.co Cq.nf:e!'ence which estnbl!a!1cd. ,·_; 
~he ~. They -introduced n· resol~U.<m which Cl'lled for ·the J.ocnl to voice itn O!:JPOw ._)I 
oit1on to .t·lle sct'.tint; of. Arcent1 .nl'. becP.use it "vi~l~t<:!d the o.nti-fr-.seist trf'.ditiOl! 
Qf RoossVelt", etc. AB"rdn we arOse to expose the UN :md the· role r,f· t!:s Stnllnists · ·_·;·~ 
(Ruasin w~.s no.:;oti~.tine with Peron, or did ehortly thot•eO'\fter,) exposed the phony :'J 
na.tt,J.re of FDR

1 
a "n.nt!-!."'..sc1tL'l11 rmd t_.,ld t!le neoberB thr. t they ~h~Juld be -condJ;i.ill.1nr; · --, 

~h!:: nc.,; le~u.u ro.r;; n,utopinn·trr.p f9r the vork1:tt; clnsa a.nd its desire to !\bolibh ::~J 
w:u-. tie then offered oJl .nmendl':lent which a~nted tlmt we "opposed bcco.uac H viol:\tod ·.·:···:.~ 
the _n.nti-f:".sciot trM.it1,.,n of'"the workine- cl,..ss, etc. 11 !1e received n CO!tsidc-z~ill:11 _ ,, 

ru.Yn~.nt of suuporti even ·thouc;h the resOlution cnrried.. fou c"n. if.'II'Jctrte trEnt the -.·~.~~~~~ 
~:-leers st>.,v .todDy· tr~en rev1e'tt1na tr.:n.t debnte in the 11aht of. lnter developilantR: of 
the.: UN. · .. · .:-; 

· •.... :'~.~ .. ~~~ This coUld ·be :roipen.ted an llany 9.cqtis1ons r.:nd "'tls-: 1n the C\'OUr1ro ~ t~1e ~·<Jrirq 
·. ~n· ~' locnl. · ThQ rccult '11M •toot in 'n short space of tima .. n loc;ril. which .. ho.d been · 

hbcoluti.'lY. :".politii:r~, whoee cecberR ncvc,r·_diacuSsed ooc1i'tl'isn IUld ,..~1 the'brimdor 
nspect of' l~.bor problens. W/\9 rnpi4ly Cnllli:ht ,Up in s,>ch ,dJ,irtmsei~nn both nt • tho. · 
oEi~ti.rlfls. of t.':'l.e_ coc::dtte-es, _the lo.cr~ nnd· in· the_ rt.fter-r.eetinc; di~cus_oions,. T;_tey -,., 
r~:Pi.dl,;r. {;l'o>r i-.imre of the 'difi'eDaQces betw,een the CP. nJld tl\e Trotalcyisto, bet>recli 
or;pi te.lisn. rJld socinliori,: the lll'.ture of. obcidist. theory nnd notivi ty, · ~Jld: •oon iuid c. 

· 'hoe.lt);;• reapopt fQr Our idoo.e On nll queiiti''nS, even iJ; they.' did;' not <'.COopt. Our .. oon:,_ 
,cluc.~ona on every qU.eotionnnd 'still don't; .t.t.i~ sufficient. for. the tine ~oing ' .. · 
. tht\t theY .!:not~ 1'10' ilez:e rir,ht on thi.s or thnt quoctinn, tine nfter tine, nnd t'Jmt .. 
·the,Y ·knot! _tTl~t tto stnnd for. T!l;8· clr.ss str11E'61'S Will trkc, .cnra ·()! the ra'a't _of ··the: 
de~al~,;pcent.;. ~oodloris' _to _.srv, tre nlsC?. po.rt1'cipn.te; in the ·dieewJe!onn o_:t·.chop, :_cp~_' 
di tiont. nn_cl oftar. ow.• 1d.ena of whnt ShoUld bo done t'o '!-;in ·the def.l(.&Ddc of tho Ulli'on. · 
Thnt ;;oee lfitllout STlYine, but I wnnt to enphnoize the other ~.snocto ot •>ur writ, · · . . ' ' -
c) FleXilitJity,. lloldnaeo, Md Onutio.n · 

. ,us .rt.'"koy 
'!'rot~, wrltinc on Jio~, ti''revoiutionis.t aho1\Id beht,vo 

tQ_ jW>r he· trould clirocfu.s to opero.~e in the untons: 12'). the n.rcqy, t;nve: 

·:;;;'). 
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If ho is in tho a.ri:JY Md telln tho othcl'S nbout the d"Jl{(ers in.' :.:, 

····~.·:~,·~ 
tha bourl::eo:.:n institutions l".:id n.dv1Fu~s thaa to cren.te ·n. t10rkoro prOG'Z'~-~- · ,..o;: 
for war, in spit a <if ·o.ll tho ohnuviniatic nttnclca upon !\in, 1111d oven it.. '. ·'iuo 
they ·tnrn l'lln·'n.ttl\v, 'they 1r1i11 ll)ter BtW, 1Renanbor, ho told ·ua EJo.'· And. ~ 
thon he bodonoa !'Jl nuthoritf. This 1o ·repented in every trnr, e.nd not only ..... !> 
in Wl'.l'B but in otrilcaa rJld trnde Wlion MOVSIOenho All they MVO to. reoori>- ,:;~~" 
bar 1o 1

1 
Th1a ...,n wnrned ua Md we rejoot•d hia' Than he booo1110o thllir •···~ 

loaeor, '' hero. If the lendsro soelt: only to preserve thsmaelves, thr.t 1a ::Jj 
t~ht-.t t!!oy 11111 b. como; preaorvea-driod p!'eqervaa, It ill 111oro import!'Jlt "'11 
tiJ. tlUltipl-~ our." c~dros thM to pr-eserve than, f'l.nd thet er..n bo t""~tl;.;l:~:~a : ·_::::~ 

· by tl1n hUndreds," · · · · ., . ,, · , · · , . ···-:~ 
Thia n~titudo of !l!rotn!<;)'1 a 1a •Jlatrer anouch .to thoao .bomrr..cleo' tlhe thin\< -:.;!~] 

thnt ~· must llov.'to the· bnckWo.rd projudicos ot the mnaaso, be ah;r nbout putti"G J·~·:-
tortli our idona • tho 1~.ono ot the trnna1tiono.l procrnm nnd tile eocinl ro'tolut~on, '';\' 

' . 11S6 .. · . ·.:;~ 
· . .;,.;. ··.c.~' >: .... .'·~-·- ,) ~•- ~~··~.;A-!.(~~=.; t. 

• 
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We e!UIIlot' alwqa• be· bold;c but"t~:·opppr.~~~,~~~·.,~ .. ud· ivied (if; w.;uie tile,. 
correctly) .of plaoi~~g a great·~· ot':.o\ll',Adelia ,.betor!l .·the 1111ion meiObePe, both 1111 
the union floor and, in private conversation w1~h.·11141.,1dual,s sad 60'0Ups of union men, ., . . .·. . . . .. . . . 

. In on~ ·~1t.uat1o~, ·~hen 1 .llaa .acUT~ on the PAC of "'!'local,'-~ long- i'~Wdne: 
'battle was' conduoted'with the Btnlln1st'l !llld. the othsrs.on the 'question of the LAbor 
Part;y, This was 'in 1944. In the course of months of diocussion, the >10rkers """"' to 
.understand. w'h<>t the lp.bor party meant to ms nnd why t.hP .CP opposed it, l!efore l.oll8 
.the membaro of the Po111101ttes nuked~~ a debate bet>r.aen the CP nnd ths !11', on the 
_'question of n pr.cgrl)!li for l,~bor, · The .Stnll.niot Wl\15 atunned <>nd ihoeked, l 'ronlized 
that such a '4ebo.te tins not wise, that 1s a de'bl\te under 1111ion nuspiees and e'!i>ldnod 
this to the man •. T)lo Stnl1n1st '""" very grnte!ul, to sey the lonot, Md ""·" p?ncti-
onlly ~orced ~.nto silence. It 1o only ans e;xnmplo .0~ how thillgfl ...., 4ave1op, ' . . . . . . 

.. . ' . . . . . 
WtJ =~~ .u.~t be? a.aha.;;ad. to ~a 'tlia.~ iUpu&i.or ;itc;:g Cf.!n.cts ;-w.d kii.o•·1l~~e 

trhich tha moVema.nt and our i_nd!_vidUnl b'n6kgro.unds hnve 'given .. WI; -ns long .r.s ti'e don t 
flnunt it befo;:.e 'the trorkers ·lnit ~emonstrnte .'how it 1111\Y b•·'!Seful to. them. In prepn
r .. t1on for the strike nnd in~ work on .the locn1 1 s,newspapar 1 h.-,.va done some qt"'" 
tictieal.annlysio of the the co~1 a profi~s nnd the a£atuo of .the wi>rki~'« olaon 
in g_enerBl.o.nd of.our workers ~.n part1Cu,lar:· As.'a r.esult ot ,tha~ ~be workers l'espect ·.' 
me ns on•authori ty• nnd the editoz: of! tlia paper· ea.oa O:..Oii.nd telling the ¥orkers thnt . 
• ,. have an eli:pert stntiaticlil. llll<'.l;vst on .our .stllff" •. etc. . . ' . . ... - . . . ' ... 

llut our policy llllot be flexible nnd we must not in a responsible :rnsl~lol) •. 
. toward the \li!iOJ;lo 1 choose onl;y ono of' mn;y. to damoits~rate what 
•responoibilit;y. bownrd .the. union". ·course o.f thci, 1946 strike· ·.,u 
~aile to rely on tid .for ndvice rJld ln conduc't .of tho •••.. ~t~r.~!.ke:.': ·;,·,.~.1~~~~~ 
""" drawing to o close nnd the . · ' . b~.ck from ,; · i:' · · 
cloaod the uottlement· tarma to the zod :~-,.,..,-,~:, ..• ,,·,,:, 
Corps"o •. A8 ~Soon.O.s the ·\err.tS wBre . 

, ~ettlenient. termc ·for prsaentr.ti<in to t.h9 l·liriulbe 
wha.t 'the term• 'were, the,,iiei) were ·.dioguatod~ . 'witli. cia 
for detsat of the propostil •.. We lt<>d .il serious ~tiouoaion OJld .1 •>:Pll\1ll!'n 
not .l!Did the wan ·out .fol"6var, : thr~t. ~oiily '·ouii, .lOonl WG.Uld; oi?J10na' Wliar:<lllti'i'lls•'•'•"-~ 

llaffcinnl ·office' ·wJui<j.'· ;,,:.oily "ri~ll n ,l. t ~o •·o.ther · ~'~i,t~·~h:~·~;:~:·~:~~~~~:~:~:~~~;~Jt~ erohip ,.n. in ;,; pa.ni~ until. they .U:ocovered tlir.t 
on the Geiridl. ti.on · t'h<>t iio at~empt 'lie )Uade to "sell . 

'lind t!lnt thoy .glicirantee co. the .rii!}>.t ·~a, ,spe"f (Tiie mse•t1'~g 
large' brill whera 1 t would 'be eBBy for 'tho chairz:mil. to •: 
&greed •. At the , ..... meeting ! used this occasion t·o '8JCPOSB the natiol\IU ·lOaderRl1J.p; 
put forward the idea of tho escBlatoi' clnuse and 'the ideil cf· generBl st>i!.i<e ·action,. ' ' 
J:!f roo:nrks wre oheer~d, · th~- aBly epeech whioll <j.rew the support of the. men, !Uid thell. 
I tolil the~:~ to 7ote as they 'sg.w f~t .,. U th~;v fel.t thn~ more .was to 'be gained b;y n _ . 
continuation -of the strike \ii'th the present· lendershipllld · t~ethcds, ihen vote· 0llo" ,'',"it .. 
not, v~te "Yes,"· .Perhaps H wns not ·the beet course o~, acti.on, ·'bUt nf'ter four nontha' 
on ,.·picket line,: th~. strike ""' approncliing the denser' po1n,t, ·~a .this dn;y,. workera:·' 
whOm I never LlOt OJld never sea a.t meet1ngo of the loc~ often retlin<i me nbout >lhilt'"I . ·. 
enid '!it thht .meeting, .They understood nild agree!\,. They will still ............. wbazi"U.,.;,' 
s tx:ugglss tir_s ·:ro~llt in the future, · · · · ' .. - • ' ... 

.. ·;:I 

··~).Tho P1•oblou of~ 

· ·~he. r~voldtl.'<?nlnt, becfl!!B.e o! lih nb1;l~tl/, 'dsvot~on, 8elf-onori:fio6 ~4·; . ; .. · 
.. activ1t;r 111, t!w,union, '1s ott en· thrown up hy tho; tiohbsr.•'O!P. ·into 'tha union lsader~hi,.: ' 
·o.- ot litlist the men reques~ thnt he nasuce 'lel\d.srohip~ ~ Vary, ofhli thl.li 1il :difflcial~:Y _ · 
t.o resist, nnd nt times linill.ae, \lhen leadsreh1p 1R turned Mlds teo· f'requontly\::t~IW' .. 1 1•en ~ ..... looe con£1donoa.in the ;pnrty c,or;obsr .nnd. there~ora ln the .lde"o.ot·tbe ]ll\l'tf~:· ,'. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ' ;... . 

·'· • 
,::;.• .. ' . . . . . . ... . ' ' : .. • \ 

i-·· " . ~\ .. 
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\1!hio t~o can and must be laned with .. crea.t deal. ot flexibiiity, bu.t thia muoh is 
elee.r. Tho men muet be gl.vim tbe opportunity to know what we st!Uid for bsfore, we. 
a~cept office in· tho l!llion, and that moans tho broad masses in tho union urilst know• 
In ~ o~ situation, the men often attempted to posh me into office bu.t I retusod, 
In one ca•o, the stewards in my division demanded that I accept the office of Chief 

·':i 
' 

· Steward w1 th 21 out of the 22 stewards voting for me; For three hours we discussed, 
in th& course or which I told them the following: . 

•Au of you knoY that I am a Trotaleyist, . For some or you that 1s .>ley 1:''•' 
want me to be chief stevcird. For· the others. you want me to take office der.:;..-t• .... 
my ideas. O.K. At· least you all know whore I stand • bu.t thil men in·tho ehop 

·do not, and I want to give them a chance to vote for or against my ideas !Uid 
not for or a.2ainst me as an individuaL. · U!ld.er the circumstances I cannot 
~cept. 11 -

. !!!his was repeated again tha fe:Llowi~~g year ano. I wouJd.have accepted (by 
this time my ideas were fairly well known thro'Jghout the shop), bu.t other faotorc 
prevented me frolll takl.ng on added duties in the Union. (I was at that time party 
organizer in the city.) This second refusal under normal conditions would have been 
wrong and dici cmae some difficulty, but nothing of a ser1ouo natura. Many of ~he 

".:::en Nld :ste'rl'srds still look to me for· advice on~ questions·, including the-chief 
stowl\l'd, .All tllat I can sey iB that the men must know ua before we take office, 

Our functions i.a the union as .rcvoluUon1nta mean that we ·ll!Wlt provide 
·the men with such leadership in every aepect of their activity a8 it ie posaible for 
· to offer without sacrifice of, tho.prtnc!,ples.for which we stand. OUr function· is 

. to b$ mere r.evolutioni.ste of thO .... ut)i, 'of .the glib phrase, .but• aisoof aotfon, 
f;;So';i(~~e.;,~ni,t to be .)londey morni~~g quarterbaol!:s and side-line coaches. lfe .ar6 
~i:;r~'.t%f~:lr,:t•: in the union, Slid as such. take our· share. e.nd more of. the l)urdans. Blid · 
0 of .tha union. l,f vo fail to do this, we soparat1i o!U'ceiveo from, ,just: . 

workers >~hom we want to. influence - tho actiVists and lllilitant's who Will pro• 
pa.rt;r cadt$s of' tt?c.o.rrow,-:aB well as. those work-ars who are ao. te~ribl~ ~i~ 

g~1o~t111 with tlie union that. they :!'all into 1na~t1y1ty, It is these· men "ho will prp-· · 
'-vida tha lead.ere}'IJ.p. of, the·. workers to!!Kirr'lW for tlie revol':lt~_on. ·'· ·· 

~uilding the. party in' the shop requi~es pntiencg ~d mgra p8tionce, ~is 
i~ the first. requirement, second only to the neceasl.ty :Or· a cleo.r. lind correct pr.,. 
grSBI~ It may take a long time for the claRa stl'Oiggle to demonstrate t!Qlt olir answor.o · 
are the only ones, br lt may be demonotratod with dramatio suddennestj, but >rhen it 
doea, the rewat·ds for the party will be great indeed, · 

7. !b&.fro~lem of Stn1i~ 

We are not e.utomatically agaitiat the Stalinists in ·every wrl.on and ~n 
·every· al tuntion. The :P~oblem of ·atalinism cannot be viewed separately .from /ou,r gen
eral. e.nal.ya1B,· but onl;r as part of it, ond Stalinophobia can only .disorient' the oomio. 
rados in the shops, Generally BP'!akill&, however, the labor l:uree.ucraey is our main . 

. snemy in the trade union movement in the Uoited Btateo, It ie otherwise ln Europ• 
becauau the~• the Gtalinists are the controlling arddeminant forco, !!!he dominant 
fq-~oe here ie the lebor 'tl.tree.uera~;. (Thia rtll be ela'boZ~a.ted to soiila extent in tha 
next eoctio.n on the queation of factions in the unions), 

8, JAgtioon in tbG Unionq 

In any factional s1 tuation in any of tile CIO natlo~.al )11114na, ws can est. 
,.l:>lhll <our orientation ~nly by understanding wha.t it 1.s that the -ltero are su~. 

porting in each faotlon, and not what the !notion ·leadsro may etand ~~-..::11• rank .·' ' .. ·1:, 

· and file 11 all important for ue; it 1a they whom we want to-.ne.ah wit"""""'~· 
·• ·, ·t 

.. :· .H~R.~:'{!,~:.1;~~ 

• 
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1/ho.t motivates the fakers of both caucuses; 'what 1s in their hands is of no concern 
to US in determining t~e COuroe Of·aCtion fa~ the. party fraction, An·anoly&il Of the 
roots tf the fnctionol support in the ranks will c!Stermine for ·un whioh fnction it is 
best for us to work in. 

For example: .Two groupings appeared in ~he pre-conv•n~1on period of the 
XUMSWJ.. in 194S. One gl'<>uping,. the "progressives" wns under the leeAarship of the 
Stalinists and the othe1• under the leadership of Groen Rlld the a<llll!niatration, It 
was oanerit!al for Us to understand that thea<! workero 1<ho wanted a olilitant pro~;fe.lll 
would rolly"against (h•sen" who represented rill the cirne·s botr~ols of the war pr.riod 
and thAt tb.o Stalinists ·wore attempting to .males a tu.-n in order t9 '•-l,n th<l renJ,r.. Ir. 
t~~t citu~tion I U&g~d our comrades to_ enter thAt ~o~ing and contest the St~li~Jnts 
by placing our progrnm· ngainst tb.oirs. Comrndo Coolidge took an absolutely or,-,>osite 

· str~d. not out Of concern· for where the rank and filo of mdlitants were orienti~G or 
whnt the StnUnist caucus represented to tl\eio, ·but because o! his. position on St:~.
in1om, Tb.o g!~t of his remarks was thet 11Green belongs to us, He is part ,of the l&o 
bor moveL>ent 11:..re"" the Ste~iniete are an outside force, He will ~et us ll ve in · 

·the union end the Stalinists will not•; and.so on·ad nauseum, The pecUliar develo~ 
. mont which toll owed indicated how fa1ac !)is poi icy was: Our slate fPI' the conven~ .· .. 
ion deleellt1on 'in_ the ohip lo.eal hera. waS d~i'eated, and thO oppos1.t1on .. oarriled. oUt · 

. the p~•i tion of Coolidge, · ' · · 

Another example 1o ·the fe.ot1onel G tr!fe in l!llto.:: The work!; rs in 
Beuther 4~ucue rep~esent those elements wllo. aliPo ... d the >rar·.nd tb.s no,-.strik.e P~'•«j;o,,·x.:{1 
·stBnd b;-.the G.Mi·Pro&Z'nm·of ""•t:P..increaaeo'without priueiilcreaaas•, and 1n' 11•,;.. 
e:T\l nl.l the· tmti-Stolinist .11>111 tants whOoe progre.lll for ·t·ho union 1o fro%. r.hond. ' 
the .Addeo e..'ucus. ·In such e. situation, 1n my opinion, i<e muot work.w1thl.n the~ 
!I author oe.u<ru.., g~·ve it our suppor.t· agal.na.t the Tilomi.s-Mdae-StAl1n1.o.t v.iilg, 
I'tnrard Our pl!Ogram Within ·the CSUCUB. in !IJ1 attempt to Win the· Militants' tO u~··.JN•·
i~ion,. At ljl!:' times it is the .ri!!>lc .and file which wo must aaA on4, •>n(\~!'stand; 
not the p<ee&nt londe~ahlp and !dhai>. they ~ scy or ·do in ord~r to hold ofr ~co. 
Their ohennn1gnna ·are of no dach1'!~ importp.no~. · It' is the. membe~ahip and' ·:their . . 

·:IP.Obillza.tion ·'behind~ progrAm ·~rhioh rill dec!de the 1S.~to ot whsJ.•e the union is :go:.;·· · 
'"hi; ·imd whnt5t wi'J.l do, and npt,th~ le~erohip, Tho pnuauses reflect tladesirea ot, 

.·• Ill• man i,_ one •ie~• or another and we muat ce~ ithich one·h the·most fo.~ward And ~.e.s · 
the beat elelllents, .., 

.. 

.. 
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~;;:,... . 9) ~ado Union Education and Jour:~.mj,, ··• '·.:-. <' .,,;·::·<''':':''"';J':'·i·c;"'i''Nr}f 
~'· . . .~ 
R'.'.. Ona of ~:h~ ;:·:tjc:r pr~\:1l'!ma faein~ the revol,Jtionint in e.~ !nacitve -·:t)~~ 
t~. _ union is hey L :"O~CZJ ·t!lt:· r~1l: ·anc. file who nflVbl· a\·~o!",d :To'3At-ing':1. One ct ·:::<;·.:~.~. 

the avenua<;) c~·:·~-~.-1-~~e itt ~ho local newspaper whic!:. ;.rlo 11i.ti~n may c&ponaor --
:·: and th$ ~dUC'Q::~u.;:-.1 :··rC[";'!"Il"':e ':li'the unio71\ if t!ler hr.v~ a:-:.y. I \'tant to .·::t~ 

givo Jtut :t =-~.,... a:-·a..:::.:.~~ .,:· w~at _can be ae.id in r-u::h ·~·z-.r-~rs.. Those exa::;plaa 
( -·~ 

~-

are not civ~n for ::: •. !J• lh~era.ry value buii f..;~r ~het:· .:··n:ont. In my r~t- ·:·,\~ 
iculm- ~it-•IP.:;!on 1 hNI3 e. relatively free harJ.c! 1 i.ncl":J.t:tng a peroon.-.1 ~:11\lltm. .. :: .. ~ ... ·~ 
iu t!H: ~ll~t:·r·. I huto !lot s.buned this pr1vilet;e 1 bui; i;l.t.tur.~pt tl) u:Je i":; f·'ll' . 
what it 13 woi.·th., 1~. tho ttrticlos, it 1u nooosar.:ry tl) lN1:s+.itute in one:" 
mind. thl.l t\· J:t~l'l ··~t"c i ··l.i.r.n1lt and "party" for 11org.:m1zr t1on 11 and 11union", b•1t 
the conte~t r~roa!n~ the onmo). 

~a following is an extract from an article attack!~ tho eom:Jan~'o 
ot~tomont on ito profits' 

''What would hc.pyon if we figured our income like a. corporaUon 
dcco? Ho1i much wages (what thol' cnll r'rofit)WtXI>ld wo show? 
Well, c.ftor we get our pay we ~t\ld dedw!t ouch thinec us 
rn~t, food, clothing and carfaro as lopar~ting oxpenses•. 
~ic •culd deduct nll insurance 1 toms, inoludiDB a $JOOO a lfBSJ: 
<mn"L'llty- pP~able nt 60 yonrs ot Q&O, as ldapri..Jcin.tion1• ,We. 
would doduct,o little bit thAt ia eot &Side forB car or-now 
furui tu:re or fi new coa.t for Y.mna, ns learned surplus t a. If 
thoTo l':ns nnythir.g loft to P,t in tho bank, . we would deduct 
tha.t nn n 'contir4!:or.cy rese_rve. t !t!h.o :z:to::t d.a.y we, would s~q 
tu tho iorf3DlE\D.: · 1Locik hero.- I workod. r..ll ln.rit W6ek for nOthing 
.nnd I cotta have a rnieo;l And roil >rouJ:d bo ~ l~t eloeor · '· 
to the truth tb,~ is tho compnnlf with its pho~v atot~ of 
'No Profit·a.• - · ' 

"J::r lfou tnld your atol'lf to tho b~ee, bie, r.nswr to lfOU 
'tfOuld bo~ 1You1ro cra.:y, )"0'11 know yo11 got pni·i.lnst "rlOGk.' 

Yes, c.nd that' a our ans•'lor t·a the compll.ny: IWo l;:no\'r you 
got :paid. lnot year, e.nd the 'lfenrs before thnt, r.nd vorl' 
handsomely too, so go pad.dlo your otorY t.o aom9 ono''\':ho 
m!ght belie.vo .it •. WE DOlll 1!!!1" 

Tho followl.~ was wr\tten after tho press CNllpCigu ngr,bst the 
miners nnd tho Sa.faty ·strike: 

"WAGES OF MilliNG IS DEA!m" 

On March 25th, tho minors in Contrnli!L, Ill. marched from 
thair blo~.k homos· to :mother dey in tho pits. It 11ns jUst 
=other dt•¥ in ·•hich the h.Ut' million miners in A~~~<rica went 
teo work for . the coul bnrona, to· produce fu1ll f'or tho nu.t.ion 
!IIli p>•of1ts for tho stool, rnUrond e.nd conl compnnioe •. :But 
lll of the minors in Centralia did not come up agoin to 
ret---a-n to their ";ivoa r.nd ldds. Au. aouidont occurred, an 
ncci~.or.t trhich """ ca\laed blf the negloot ond. bloody profit• 
cori~ of thu o•dnera. 
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"Tho Supreme Cow:t'• decision against John L, Lowie o:nd 
tho UMW toll on tho 90th ll!ll11vors!ll'y of nnothcr inf!llllcuc 
cnao- ~ne Drod Scott dooision, It wna o~ March 6,-1657 
thnt Chief Juatico TrJioy ruled thnt Drod Scott, e. slave 
>tho hnd fled Missouri nnd thon roturnod, hnd no sto.ndir.g 
ns n citizen nnd thoraforo nona in tho eourts •••• Drod 
Scott, a froo ~~, wns modo'nga1r tho property of 
another- man. ·. 'l':'ao court.~ aorvcd hie mns tor 1 and thoira -
the olnvO~Ql~o~s. 

•en l~oh '6;· i9l>7, tho rights _qt tho _comon pooplo 
ot tllo_nqt1cn wore agnin plru;Od ·in ,joopr.rdy by a do
cision of tho Court, They rul'od thnt tho otriko of 
tho United Mine l1orkors wnil ·Khogli,; •• A new principle of olnvory hnd boon ectn'blisllod:by tho ·highoot court 
i:l tho lnnd to help tho OlllJ'lo.Yo~s brenk th'o · ilnicno of 
tho workiog pocplo, In the words of Mine Wcrkoro 
Preoidcnt'l tliJ,.. ehculdnit the 'opel oparritcrs be' ontis
fiod? ·$>a:' Govol'nlllont is. ll.CI•lni: '1'" their lllUSCl~.' JlllUl, • 

. . . ·~ . ··-
.. '' 'Tlie nr\i.cip goes o>; to biililt .. o~'l· tho.t ·~~· tli" no time tor pioU:s.' . 

wishes for ·n t·fmr· trinl, w,.,.,ffo ..Uiit' i':Ol;v biily cir th.;: unl. tud strength· ""d 
. the united o.o'tion-.cr .nll. tru. unions o(~Yorki.D!: peoi;>1n 'ti> rooist tHs nttr.ck 

nnd. move' l:orwnrd. ~iiwd lnbcr'• objcc't'tvce, ' . . ' - ~ . .. . , ... '• ' 

The fc~;J.o)iing is extrnotod fro"' an nrticl.e entitled: Con•rontio'.'"• 
'rhcirs o.nd Ours,t_._· • . ... . . .. 

·uDi~ yo~. ~-v~r s_ec roport,; .of ... tho~ .non_vo11tion~_ of. tho ~us-. -
1no0e o,usoc1o.tioqo1 ..... They: lW,Vo olio.~prOgr~m f~r ~he ool~ 
utions of th.o nnticn's ills. Dostrcj; tno ln'bor· unions, 
Tho might:£ .~rnin lnbor's nn:l,_'b~il)gB _forth n big :oro ns . 
:t"r..r ~s CJ.·. c;;ori.st~t1vo program f.o·r .. tho people is cohcornod. 

•-". ··- . '· . . 
' .. :. ·. . . ', - . ~ . . .. 

"As rt. ··J::ontrnst we \\lnnt'·to dovoto. thia ontira e:olumn to· 
" report·: of. ~htlt ho.pponed i.\t ii: <:onvontion of tho Uni tad 

. :Pnekirllibcuao Wcrkero \<hich wns ·hold .tho first \feok in 
Mny •••• . . . ·:!. 

· · -rtono s·tt-~t.:lmont of policy ~.dopted bl tho convention 
wns o.s :tlo~lci(~: •Repression of 'nny 'sort which. nttncks 
ci.vif tibot"tios !a thG wenpon· o"f renCtion~~~.ln thiS 
tima of·'crisio '"' rontfirm cur-"bnsio conviction 'thnt 
froodcm '~wit 'like peo.oo 1a indhisiblo.' ·'' · 

. .:~ : . ·: . 
,1• 

· •Baro ell· this cna question of ·civil l1bcirtios for nll 
wo onn nCo: thl, vnst difforoncd. hetVobn·-o: labor:·cou
vcl'!ticn'· Mel thnt of tho mnnufl!.cturora. 't.nbor wnnts to 

. -.... 

· doopon 'nnd··a:ttond tho olcmonti>.ry demccrntic·rights, 
wilaroas thuir omployea.•u (U"u~nl~s· a.n:d·Ou'o ·to limi~ 
the eo 1•!ghts. It is ho:ro tbnt we cnn- see wMt f'orco 
in oocioty is renll~ for dcmccrnoy nn4 which is for 1t 
ooly 1~ words, but ngoinot it in prnatico,• 

~he 'article then goes on to point out hcw"buainoso hns no progrrm 
to of.for to provont n do:prossion excopt ?ioue · ·iehets or cr.lm ~ccoptnnco of' 
the 1inevitnblo,.l It ccntrnatsd tho prc1:rnm of tho uPWA which, while in 
the opinion of tho writor1 was not sufticiont to otop n depression, wns 
lso.st •n broad prcgrnm which onrrtos benefits for nll secticno of tho puo~ .• u,,, . 

.. 
·.'·' •· 



' -.~· .. ,, . .,. . ."'·-·--~··:. -. 

,' 
•.'. 

-2J-.,,\I~J I ••• • 

I ' • • • • ' ., ,, 

The f'ollmdll!: 1e e.x~rnoteci f:rom ..,( ¥tfclo ·Written athr pa815B9 of tba 
Tan-Hartley llilll · · · · · 

TilE LAW AliD Tilt t/OGS ·: ~ : .. 
. "PBl't of the. a~callod1A110rican 'l'radit,1oil1•1o that ~ho govor,_ 

mcnt 1nte~reec1ea 1n ths d!nire at men es ·an 1mpnrt1nl M"bi trRtor 
to adjust tbc di:rferenooa betve111 cepHal Rlld labor. Another 
pnrt of tho tradition, wh1ch the;y teach. in the acbcols 1111111n 
tho Wly preea, 1o that 1all me11 ar,e IK!w!l: under the lav1 and 
that ever:rone mat re!IJiaet 1li':W· P.lld order •. ' ·:But· tll1o •tr~t1cll' 
io os phon:;y M the mihora oi the .T&tt-i!;&":'t;lv;;<Bill !:.th;i.r 
pretence of impartiali~.• · 

. 
'1'ha n>'HUle. pe; on to pn!11t out bov 0 '1'he gell of 1.76 bad no ~eopect for 

the law ct tho land becaune the;;l k!lev that the la1f'W!'oo !or the protoct!on of: the!.t
maate~.•. and 9\rerlordl and not th-elYeo." It ubO>tii ... ~l'..it' 01iaoh1~~,~;ton, Ham!lt~n, 
Ad,r.111• . ..,.. l!adl.son., .wer.e not·. the apoke...,n of the eollllliOn·peOple" and •o.,ga;ised a 
gov•:rnmont ·to se:l'\'e the. inte-s of tho rloh lljlldlorc!c 1 morchellta end nev 112i1Dat
r18ihta.• •The first amenllmenta .to ·the conot1tut.2,iln' .. the llill of l!ighta •• ,were 

. not written in.tG th6 constitution ly-. tr~ 1l'cWid!n4; "lPa.tM":'; ... 1 '"!t ~o!!: rebenio!!, 
determined oppos1 t1on ·and defiance of. ~he lav to 'wih,..ihese basic 1 r1ghta, 11 . . 

' ' . . . . . . .. .• ·: 1··. . 

. . !!!here ie a brief review of .t!Ji; otrufU:].es of ~he 
. te!-Vening period end then the articla goea ·on to sai::. . . 

... -,.- ,.:, . . . . \ 

.•In the 1!11-Jl.dle· cit the l9JO'a the people· crganhed tha 'grentest · · 
1;~sti-uM~ :!'or·· tha dest:Uction of tha~ tncnn:v (ot :Sis Oapitol) -
the . ....,; •• ~idl)a bf .the czo. Under thil pi,l,isure of the l.llegol 

. · crgop.i~atichal' proaedilioe .. "hieh the vi>:lc'e~u uaed at the.t. t11110 -
the grea.t alt-40~ -~tr1~6s, tha ma;t j,1b':i2t ··linesi. i:he~lge 
demcno~rationo o-! the uiloiToployed, theG01el:'nlnent · su:rhhdere¢. to 
the po>~er ot the ·people alld passed the ile.tner not 1 which ailnply 
legnli:ed ~t tb8 \IDrkera·hhd nlren4:v ~~· fbr bbemsetves.• 

"And. now in 1947: tne GOv,er~~nt felt·.·t~t the .I!'Au~ action 
of the.paople had to be stopped ~noe and tor all, and the:r 
tried to legalioe the attempt of :Blg l\ta~neaa to crush the 

· unions, · ii>.1t thsy reokoned withou ttu.jiptervention of the 
110rld.ng J'GO;>le themaelvea, and the.t is Wiiiir.e th"l', llke · 
all .. the tyrnn~s of the past, wl:ll maet .tb:•ir doWnfall, Our 
fight will continue and. we are goill!: .~il . .'l!reak their etrengle
hold,on the forward march of the com..Ori'people tovard a better 
world, llo law l.n any .lancl can atop ~t. fight. Our ancestors 
proved that td th tlie tights 'IIIlich ·th"l' 'pil,t up, ond we proved 
lt with the organl.zs.t1oil of our unlo~s,. :·we: nre now called 
)lpon to prove it agnln.' ... ;~. 

,1; •... .··· . . ... : . ~. ·. ·: . 
. . · ... . .').' 
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•In tb.e March l8th issue of tb& •v Nswa•, there 1• an ed1tcrie1 
entitled •J ... ·,~r Seto tha Price.' Theellt6r1al quotes "n '"'tiole 
by ·the Vico-.?l.'esident of one of the W pliUlts. According t.o the 
V.P. 'the price wo pny !or any commodity ia purol,y ci.b:tJettdent 
upon the wue;es paid to produce, dietrliJUte and Ml"kot thnt 
comraodity. The trees in the forest, the coal in tlJ.e ground., 
the troo~ on a eheep 1 a bnck are useless unless someone exerts 
pbysiclll ef~ort to 1ransform these things l.nto mnterlal we 
can uee. 1 h~ V.P. concludes by s~ing: 1To do this re-
quires i>e.vment of \tinges and salnri.es, so the price depends 
on th.e \l<lg&s paid. 1 

"The'Nawo 1 has tho courage to reprint a speech of this kina 
in the face of nll the evidence which po1nta to the eont.rary. 
In other articles in thi~ issue of our pnper, you lrill read 
where prices nre rising twice as ta.st as wages. as estnbl1Bhed 
by the ecouorniRta of Big Business. But the 1Uews 1 reprints 
this k"i.nd of hs£.'!1 imd es;pects someone. da.rned if we know who, 
to boliave it. There 1a so much to prove tb.'\t something else 
(~ees whet?) enters into the pricing of any commodity, that 
._e almost feel that it is a. wnste of time to e.ns~er such nonsense, , 

•:aut there is ...... thin!! tiUCh more ii:lportNlt in 1l» aditor~sl 
"hich..,. >mnt to desl 14th. The eminenf V,P, hit upon one 
of ths !Undnmentnl traths when he noted that sll thi::gs are 
worthless llllless and until lnbor 1o s:ppl1ed to them, And 
therei.ri. lies n losson in economics which ali of us met 
lecrn, WbO.t Mr. V,l', iss~ing; Without. renlhingit, io 
that lt~"bor in the source of ell wel\].thand he slso goes on 
to soJT thet .iul that-is 'ooo:.ght: in tho"]!urch"sa o:r·materinlo · 
!or .D1.auufnl!tur1ne; iG • la.bcr• La.bor !'~~0 is ·ri. co~o.di t:r 
to. be bout;}>t . slid sold in the market. placo, ,just as you buy 
n. ym.·d of line·n. some gr?oeriea- Or eoinE! :lJOrk·--chapS. ,-This· 
qUeStion ~.,e ~~- ask tnen iS where;. o~ -.o~hera, does the 
profit co:no in. ·.If lnbor is pidd ~o:llnt it :\s · worth nnd All 
good• are sold nt the price of aJ.J. . the labor' contoined in 
produci!lg thom, how in the world doe• the 01mer of e. billion 
dollar corporation make his 1ahnr·e•;.or profit. 

0!1!h1s profit must com-> rr9m someW..ra, end it ic pretty o~ 
vious thr.t it ·con come from only -on• pl(!.CB - our lnbor. We 
are the. only oner. who ndd something to rnw ·mnterinls which 
mrkec thom ussful, n.acording to Mr~· _V .P. Ha gets n Gold 
Stnr for tbe.t one. llut' he still cleesn1 t pees his. teet in 
eco!lomice, becnuse he or.n't see that it this. is .true, then 
1.t is cU. so trae tll~t lnbor must be getting pril.d less thl>.n the 
total -,eJ.uA whic:, 1 t contr1 buteo to tba. "comlllDdi ty, or ~here 
wuld be no p~ofit for tho man who buys labor- the capits11ato 

11!l)het 'is the sii:lplest of ell economic truths ana we'll bet 
thnt Mr. \',?, - it he ronde this- will be very .red 1n-1h• fn.ce 
to find tl·-~t he \·inA tellins us thnt W~-- were :-being chet\ted of the 
just tit:! tn of 01\1" labor, or course ,.,.; Jr,d to help hi Jri out .. 
bit, bll.t every young at'u.dent needa sonia help f'r'Om his teftcher,· 
when he io juot sto.rtill{!: to·learn a now subJect •. ·We renti.ar 
~his, tutoring ael·vl.cf abaolutel~. free' cf charge .:. we'!'• IUIXioU. 
co·\.eoch even l'.r, V,P, the. truth, .A"IId nolf thet .. he.llaa had his · 
l~aoon f>r" the. d•.Y VA hope he will- do 'luit_tfll' .. ,n~. time, •.: ; .. 

""""'"'--·'-·'·'"·· -~:~4%f~i;:'i~~';L,<L~:.'-:.:,\t.Dkiz:::•~~~~~~L.L~J.~.·;:;z.:~: .. ~,.-_· 
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10. El• ~ - 'Jfl:.At It ic ')"d !!here 1t Oe111e .n"om 

. ' . 
In the grent IIIIUIB production u.U.ons ot the OIO :l t ia the ll\1'1!:91' uil1 ta which 

aet the tone for tho nat:lon$1 union, eatnblish ita trad:l~ion !llld policy. ·In the Ul! 
these big unit., tleatlnghcuae, GM. end (Ill were. all orgen:lzed without atr:lke nct:l.on · 
nnd usut1lly devol oped out of winning over cori!paey unions. The reatil. t 1o thet tho 
lecclsrahip 1a fore<~d to boiU!t that •the Ul! ie not n striking ·union. n There io. no 
trnd1Uon of militent ·otrue;gle end aacrifice to build. the union nnd w!n for it •. 
There were llltUlY bitter st~ikea Rt Ph:l.lco, RCA end in other shopo, but until 1946," 
the big un1 tc were ne,rel" ~nvol ';ed in e~ri~Fe A.Oti9n. 

a) Tho ·Stclin:lsta: 
' 

:Beco.uoe of. the nature of the union and the methods used to organize it, 
the Stclln:lsta were nevtU• able to "adopt a v8r,r ml.litnnt or out~tl\o'ld:lng ·:progrnm in: 
tblo union. The? were forced to concede to the desires of 'their c:onoc:-.~ti":'c ~.llie::: 
in the leadership at nll time a, They puahed those sectionS' oi' their line t•hich they 
could without onusing thomselvas too much embarrn•sment, Until 1941 they ha<f an· 
alliance with Co.re:r Md the group eround him, Since thnt time, which correlll'ondod 
wlth their cbtmge of 11ne· on the wAr, their policy and thAt of the consezovatives; '· 
incl,.d:lng the Cnroy-Block faction, were identical, and there WBB no prograimu>tic · 
faction$]. conflict oi' "!!f ld_nd. In :fact, the CArey-Blocl.i= group kept vecy quiet 
thronghout the war, Und"r the cry oi' •unity" and 0 \le REB the 1m:lon builders", nnd • • .,. 
batausc of tho irresponnible ~~ttvities of the Cera~Dlock fgotion; the ~nistt&
Uon &rO"Ping now has the best elements in the un1.on l!ol;pol<"ting it. In my diotri.ct 
not .a single militant or progresalve ,worker has chosen to support the opP~oiti"on; 

b), 'l!ba 'Caretm oek Fncti<>n 

Tills grouping in tho union is completoly dominated by the· renct1o!ll.l1'ies 
1n the AOTU. : It .ia possible that the revolutionists might .hava influenced ita · 
. . . 1f tiiey bad entered it ·intlle early st<>.gea, This is. only i .Cl)lastion of. •i 
sacond-guesaing, and in my opinion they could not hnve ,done much :,ith it be,.uue it: 

. d:ld not attract militant wrkara. From the vecy outset its olil;v program W.. that 'er . 
red-be.itillg and support ·Oi' A;yericru>.impGrialistl. as ag;d,nst tm OUI'PO.t .of· P.use!e Ori: . 
tlle pr.rt ~f tho Stclin.l.• ts •. , Other a · mey have hnd different exporiences, in• the . tm, ·:lnit 

. in my ,lnccl "')d in m;y · dis~~~ot ~he policy; e.a l aee it, 1a hande of:t; 'b~th groups e,8, . ' 
· tar !is nn all1ence 1s concerned, ·and >~ork aey placo :for tho beginning ot a third 

· grollp. !L'ho policy I n:i.voqa~~d in cy lqonl vas ·to mnke a protl>'nmr.L'\tic fight at the .. 
· .col).vention which clearl)',d:lst1nGU:f.she0. us !rom both. groups. In the ,act.ual v~ting, 
which is not too il!lportent at tldo sta&e of developments, in the union," I indicated 
that we should support the ado:dnis trat1on. Tha followiDG resolution was offered for 
presentation to the convention: 

l!EiOLjl'l!ION 011 F.~C~l01'S n~Hil!l THE U,E,R.M. W,J!, 

"Whereas tot)l fRCt~onnl groups ~n the iJE (the Care;r,olllock oa,ucue kno1m. as 
the 'UE Membera for Democratic Action', ..nd the Rdminiatration groupo! F1tzgerel&< 
Emap!ll<-l(atlea whoee policy· iS dominated by the Communist Party) have. dona a disse,.· 
Vice to tho o..W.e of oreazll.'~ed labor b;v: the scnndclons mothode uecd by bo~h 1.to ~:~· 
unprinciple~-fight for power end p~estige in the union, ned · . .. . ~ . ' 

Whero .• there is no. principled difference between thQse. two graups in "th~. 
· m~tter c: a. pro~iram t.o e.dvarice the inte.restB of lP.~or, n~. _is demon.e_trn.ted by tha 

· cowardly dsfenso of the No-Stri.lte Plifll8a and tha War·Labor :Board durin& thg Wl!l' 
· · years, and their feilura to urge geueral strike action to defeat the TBft.."art1e:r 

lllll, and their common O.!'pOBition to a •lid:lng scAla of trngea and the formation of 
·en Indep<>ndent Labor Party, and 



;·_- lllereS... tl:oroaponsl'bl.ltty. for tl>l!ltiDont dissll!ld.on on tho U,E,· Clllst bo lllid 
o.t tho door o:r· bOth groupo, both of nhoso policioa·lond in a roactionor;y dirooticn 1 . 
Ono oorvoo tho intoroato of tho Colllllllmist Pa••t;y n.nd tho foroiP,n policy of tho So'lll. ot 
Union lllld the othor has ·ob~octivoly ourrondorod to .tho intoroots of A,orici:ul lli,g 
llnainoaa ln ito proparations for a Third·World wnr, nhila noithor ia ooneornod ocloly 

' 

with th.o intorcste of tho A,crican norkoro1 · · 

-Thorofare llo It l\OBcf!'V"cd, thnt thio convention go on r oeord tot .. 
1, Condomn both grbupo far thoir .botrcii al ot labc" in 8\l)lpartin& the liO:.O 

Striko Plod{:o and thair :t:oiluro to oupport a l!lilitant policy :luri~ tho war ;yo<U"o 
and 1h<>lr· :!'!dluro to aupp_ort P,<mornl strike. action to cbfoat tho Ta:!'t.-l!nrtloy :!Iillo 

2., Oo!ld.~!!!!l the TJ;!1:J!;Dd; fi'J'!.; its tt.'lpr!nei~l'1d !'M.•bn:it!!'l.,g '1!'~n.!gn .o;rh1.eh 
wr.o pnr.t ·of :l,ts fight .to .1> ar mow'boro of tho :Cor.mni!iJst Party free holding affico · 
arid" for :Ua ato.tooonta in· tho public prooa and. 't!bforo ConJ!l'osolonol Cocr.:i ttoos t~hl.ch · 
took: tho :fight ·outsido .. thO uflian, whara .it dO.OS not• bOlOlll; rJld OM Only tto M..rtlo . 

. • • • .' ; • • 1- ~. • • • 

3•. CondoCn tha rdi:)i.ittatr:;tlon· for:.its. B~)'9gant usurpation of d'.li:!Oc;'ntic: .. : .. . 
rights ·in tho doni<>l for pt<ipor·noan~ o·t dbcn;sli!o't~·o:t'·r ol_ovnnt 1<!suas on c. nntionol..· 
scala, its fo.-,r to faeo tho issuos sqllirl'ol;y by n~~·=os;,111l o:z;pou~ .tho ·support_;,:' 
cf ·U.EtM•D.I~ •. b:; l'hil 1.-ur~ Mdi'o~ its dOI:ltlE;o;sic st1t11i1R ot ~Beus&ion ~.Y the · 
cry· 6f "ulli tt.'.o end · · · · 

· ;:\ · . ··~a It .ll'urtho~.it9s~l ... od, that' this ·P,anvcn~onl 
¥>·~ ·: '' , ··- • • '' .. ' 'I '. ' 

:,,,. · · ' 1. Ina.truot tho !.ncooing N"t1onal Off1cors to opon tho· ·p~;;oa of tho 
t::· . froo diseusilon ·on 11).1 q.iostJ.ons of lr.bor po.:ric~ in nill.oh r.ll" points ·6t viO.. 

J!Orol. ttod O"Proeslon, · · .. ·: • .,: ' . • ·' ··. t ' ' ' ::·. ~: ~cd~irils "tho right o:t ,;,: 1ndMduni to:'ll!l~d <lll<l OJ<p1'oaa: w:·· .• :·.;·~·,i~t:·,;.t, .. :01:j:iiB~ 
,,.: .V1pt7 in tho ulliqn and tho,rl.r,ht ·of Mj· Union noo'bor to _hold offlca,· ro1:ardl<>as.Oj~'' 
~~.-. • ·_ , riJ.\'!C!J. ~r'oad~ '. ~0l0r Or paliticol b0l10ft' . • . L ', · · ." • 
~~-~·1 •• -,. 

ik, 
\":',-

· "3• ·Roqnosta:bot~:~roupe to .,;bpd_6on spii~tors ::rrou tho U,E, 
irionning G"E•!• to en..-:;; .en .. 411 _j,ntona1Vo .tj:~t:·for ccpploto crr;n.."'lie =•-..:.o;;; 't<J.l·'Ul;io<ls':<;• 
into ono l!nt1onal ·Fodorutl.dn 11hicli rota.1ns tho principle of l.nduntrial' u;>10il1e<>.·· . . ··.'. ., . . 
. 4~ Doclr.ros tbnt only moh n policy ns 'is outlined .in this r~~olil:tion• can: 

uni..to our ullion and tho "'miolo ·lcbor oovooont for tho ndvano"aoqpt ·af Lit'bor! s in. bO>:asta,,•'i~ . ·. . . .. . . . . ' 

V:.~.· ;.t :Briof'ly '1ndic:nt0d horo i·s. e,oOo of. t!~o-~~~~ no hnvo .dono iri D:3' locnle 

~-';·: . . . a) · rv:ht £o'r l!a!ll'o . ":1'61'"'11~ · · · · ; , , .. · 

~{ • " . , lio scon 'bocr:Oo tho. ohMPions of tho lloP,l'O o~ .. in our plnnt1 11ha>:.o thoro t~oro :· 
r•:<.. · BODO 800 l!ot:ro uorkors out Of n plrnt Of 10,000 and not " ainr,lo one on <. :~~;n~:~~:} ;;; 
~i{.: In tho nourso of our f1r,h t, t~hi.ch uo novor stoppod, trO wOn tho aupport O:f 

''···- 1n.tho plnnt doq>l.to tho fnot thc-t wo could" not ""W.I\lly !>1'<1ducc oey rod roiSU:L~!Iioc.·c"'· 
~y:· Todt7 uu oro tho only onoo uho t\l'O_rotpoetod. tl.tlOnJ; thooo nctivo .6n·th:o anion. 
i':!:;:. "ould hc.vo tho support ~:r tho Nc;;rooa nt ~· tina on on;y b.U:o '!!ce!ou&o they havo. 

~
¥ .'. . tJ trust ua and only us • · · .. , · · 
;,,,. 
' f:'·. 

rT.< 1''-.... 
~or:···· . 
t :..:u::.0 .. _··--> .. , -:L~1;.~·--·. 
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W"'·· 

1: :~:~a~::~~;::~:g~~~it~~ ,·:~~~~:~"j;!~~E~; ~~~~ .. ·,~dd··""""~· .. ·to"'. :~- , : · 
1- . """'"i~·liOJoo .... ~.•"• . 'until tho .· .. 
f s.tt>pP-!l/lO tho londorl)h~P. 
r O:f,t'ho loenl d,id not. krum "br.t.' to doo ~".10 fOllOui>:V; t'.O>=t14t """'-'·a ·COIJO to wonc,:..U 
r:' 'ho J:Jonroro 1netructod by tho nil;ht dl1tt et.0\1!U'ds to, report to tJ:io bnllfiold. ll_hqjl, 
1;. :t ~;ot thoro I d1sc.ovorcd that none of tho o1':f'1cors no>io present. · Tloloro """ notl~ . 

loft :for DO to. do but. take over tho J:JootW.. a!drooa .tho ·Don !llld o.r~o tho .U.~ohlft 
stopp;llo• "hich I dido In tho course of cy r=ke I told tho con t®t t hoso •mcn
inoo bolon;: to you, they o.ro tho COMB lr,r -.tich tte. oo.rn a. l1v1n.;, 'llo d~n't cr.t•o t!ho 
'bri."ll;s !is ':tOrk. tho ~"!~rn!lcnt o!- tho ~!;!1'~ • . :hn.t em~~ C~n.o t!'.!e4:.; tro'll -2!t h!:!r!!~n't:!.~ 
no ~;ot it, ate.• I""'" orlazod. nt tho rosponso l7h1ch .... o.bsolutoly OVOl'\'lhoti>1llllo: !l'lio 
lond.orBhip fi.no.lly rovivod itself in order to divert tho st1'UI}';].o "'"·d ti.">r~l.y t;ot thO 
non bnck to ·nark,' ·but it indicntod .m.-.t troccmt'louo po!ontio.l onorfl7llly inherent in · 
th~ non for eooo P.rOO.t_c.ot10n. · ·---~·-. -~ ... _,~: · · · 

c) Strike ot 1946 .. 
I hc.vo ~rCnd<f indioo.tod BOOO Of tho, thi~.ll;B VO did in tho str1,ko,; . I ..;.;,; , 

. . n~tivo in tho strike orv;nni~ntion, placed on tho p1Citot conpl.ttoo ,b;r,.~o .lllt\dorehip.;.::. 
QUt ot thnt sil!l',lo .oomittoo omo lll.l ot tho othor"stliiko corioittcioi(.;;·fo·oa:;;·p;,'lil:l:ctj;y, 

. uoif~o0 ~uc1:1t1o~, otco r,0 o.ctuo.lly ran· tho otri!tci froo· thnt. co~~t-~oo'.' T'no::otri!t\l .. 
. , cof.u:llttoo ,itoolt """· a. co.ss bow, contflininl:: tll.n ·Dc;r1bor.s ·of. ·l!ll tho .. ooi:Jilitt00s,· tl\0.-•. >'/ 
. !linuto lion, Otco Md 'llCt\u>~ly tho d.OOrs Of' tho. t70ckl.y BtrikO oori!Jlttoo i:lootirir,s \7Cl;;<r ::. 
opon to ·,all tho nc<>bors. Dttrillll tho course of tho strike no llt\do intonnl. V9iPl'C>Pni;andil' 
· . thq ·.P,ono>·o.l • triko, . slidi''•1 ~colo of Tltl/lOSI 'tho Gil pror,rw atld.d.etonso: r,wir~~.-!rho . 

. • ·._, ·· ·· .-·· t!O ~:t:a::t:o~z;l::c·:n::tt:7~::t:0::~::: ~a~~~~L~hi~:i~i.W · · 
locil,. n1 tli. n.~troo.t .doo.l 'lo!t unoilid.· .. It vouJ.d. bo ir.vo.lunblo' for: tho .cOJ:irhdos to :o:.;;.:_~,· , ... ,· .. ":':!' 
·:~o -th~?i~· Ol!IJori:~COs:··an·ttu:a_a~·o·ro~ · -- -- :.:~··)-t,·····--·-:·;_~ ··.:~~- ., ··-· ·- .. ::~:·.:_·_:~-.~. 

.. • . ·- . • _:.-,.# .:- •.• -~~:: ... ·•· ''·.' ,.,, ·'''''"': 
. ,,·. · ~: · , . · · 'd) ~o·tollo'll1111l "ro p,iiron. o.s. eo.oplos :ot tho 'tYPo.- of r91lolU:t1ons nhicli''.i'o.· ... 
· .• havo put formu:d., in cy lac~~. · !!'hoso· ttJO·.noro uilnninousJ.Y ondorsod.'liy .tho oanbol'lllili'• 

· ·end sont .to, tho 1946 Convention ot· tho ·u,E,R.Ii,li.Ao vhoro they d1od
0 

· · .... _.,; • ,. 
.. ..-.-. 

lUJSOLtr.riON. ON S~l!JXE. S!l!llmEGY • . -" . 
(J'er u,E. Convention - Endorsocl by I.oo~J. 107) 

: _,_•:: 
..... 
'· 

wqorona, tho rocont 
so.criticQ -nnd horoho vhloch and.' . 

strike stl'Ur,f',lo~. vor9 chr.rootoriz~d by tho r.·r.ent s di:i<o'': ~ , 
tho rmk c.nd file or lo.bor co.n oxh1ll1 t 1n clnss oontJ.tctl" . . . . . .. . . 

" /_ 1'/horor.e,, r.w.ey ~ 11o strlko~ lnstod for ~rOJ:!oly ;toi!{;:poriods~ tini;,' .;;,;,si~ ... 
unnooosiJo.l'y sufforillll nnd hr.ri!.ship to tho con o:t tho picket. lines o.nd. to'thoir fm-:. 
1lioo, end · .. · · · · ' · · 

.. . . . 11h~rons;. l\ll thoso strikas t!Ol'O fOr tho 3!'.00 doilr.n~.s Olltl or.alns~.n CO~~·' .·:. 
;na;tv, _;vot no unU'i Oil. stretOI"J """ OJ:1Ployod b;y . tho unions. thua lonvily;. ~abo l"!'a:!.•,.ll.t 
·.b..,, c.arey ot tho nora .dotominocl cor.u>o.nios nho coUld' rifford loni;.:.e~1k9Bt)llld ;.,-.; :. ·'-:. 

. . . . ' . . ·. 

. 
·; .•.· .. ·.·.• .. · .• ··: ... _.•,'·,·.· .. ;;, ... : . . ' . . ' . ' . ·. . 
' ..... _. __ ~----·-·-~. ~-'-.:··::·.:-~:-'-)"~:--;~.~ ... ::~·-:~~· ... , .. 
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;l!.orona,'· aucb 0Xhlll\st1nr, at/arts Oil thoi'Cirf' ot- labor lfUl 0~ 0<11180 1\181' 
eon ton~ tllld shnttorod coralo 1'(: oontimlqd 1.11 tho *tluoo •b'IIMloa l'lhicb tll'O boW>!. ~-
eooo, '11114 th~'ratora do, II= to. tho cti.uao pt lnbor, ·• • · .:.' . 
. _','.,,"· ..•.. ··.:· . . •··.'. ," ·': .. 
'., : " ': TJ,orotoro, ba 1t rosolvod tlu!~ l.oc!ll 107 allalll endorse tho ld.en ot Ga$1'1!1. , · 

Strili:e nct1on on the port ot tho entir,o U,li, BZid ot ·the Q,I,o, ODd at nll: O~ited 
lnbor l:r tluit ccn bo cchievad, wllenover n ·general d<IIJUllld ·is lll<ldo on the Part o:r ·all 
lC\bor. n,.-ninat all the eompllJI1_oo, iWl cond1111na tho atr!ttOQr at hitting'ono 'b.t t tilila, 
tmd bO i~ (urther :·J .. : ... : · • ·. · ... ' 

, ,Roaolv~ thnt Local 107 .call upcn.th~ conto:>t!on t-o rotum t9 the t"im"" ·. 
honorCd mo-~to of 1>1:, !'X!>Juey to one ia.,. InJuey to '.Al1~··cnd instruct tho nnt1onal • · 

. l.~r:iliip .to plan tpr n Gonarol Str1ko,1t~at my tilio 11 ililiYorqal. d"'!~. 'o~ -~mfo:l:gn 
.Js u,gnin lnUll,C'.Irod 'by the Union• ' ·•: ·. •. ··, · ·.· • .. · · · · · ~-~-· · · ... · 

. . • . ; . ~ • . •••. ·.~- : ' ~ . J • 'I t,.' •. -r ··- ... .... 
· . . :Ily •q · doi'lg tt w1U bo posail!le· to win do~1-~1 ~. ~ctai'iOli· \rith Uio· ;~;.ii(' 

·=unt of: ·hnrd$1J1, ~· inspirln& .the :ranks to ovdr trlllltor l07olti-tt>" tbci·~~a o.f 
· "?,_r;!<:niz_Cd. labor lllld .to Q1!9r groo.tor aecomp]:1ahmont~;,._,,., · :, . ,., :l ' ..... · · .,, 

.- •• ,. ·~ • :.;:.· ,. • •• ,! • J • ' •• . . . ,. .. ~ . 
. . .;: . } ·. . .. '· ... 

l!ESOLUTION ON !!'Im 6--HOt.IR IllY 
(l'or 1946 Con...,nt:!.on or tho t;,:E, - Endorsod.~~-4>\'0l 107) 

llhqrons, bbor is d cd1entod to thp :fight for *ll· omplol'l!lont - JP'bs for' 
all·nhotwanttowOrk-i,_-¥JOn •. ~o'itio~;.V'O~Ortmsn;d. 

1
.:!· :·.·;··,··. \ -~·· :. ··- .. _.-,,-.,,.,,, . . . ·: . •\' .. ' ' . ~ . . . . . . :. 

:_ : .' : .. · .. llllorcaae tho.firot s'tilp 1n tho att~~(9{ tliio.?'&Joo~1vo iis ~-~•!'~~~~:~~ il)~· of' tho work• dey to· )lrOvido cdd1 tiannl" .tobs and J:¥li•o loisuro ttmo f'or ·all 
and •· : ' : • · ·:·; ,. •. • 
. . ..... ·-···~·-· i. -~:--.~:·,;. : -. ~ .. ·.·•.• .-.~.·. : :'7 .. ·'· '_'! ._._. '!.:: ·" · .. 

"' . . ;•·.::o '·:.' .· c11hcrot::8 .tho ·~or ~or :work ddy·ic ono 'of t.iio:baa~& ~ill~ :·or: iilie ~::;~:::~t~~ 
, • 1;IOQt: lllld • w.o havo ll!ndo 'no progress :J.n· this goal.'· s1Me tho o.a t.Wl111hmont-<t •1 

_ dey, doapito' tho_tr~~dous n~vm:~o~ :~ ~~~~ :r-~~1~~ •• ~~ !:11~ l?':s.\_!"? -~~~,~~~·~,%.:$~ 
· · ,...,,.i;::: '" ·~lioro:roro b<;> 1~ ~osol]r'!ld-::tllrit Z.Ocill:·ig'("&(i'o».'· 1n:·!f·_,_..,,.,.,.,f,.'tli'o;:,_ ''·''"' ~9~ ~ •. 3_0,..1!our-tiook:"' Tl1·t.; "no cut 1n tWto-homo:PD;r:•t!lld•··· ~.t··w<r'ccill"'U~•dii 
lllit;oruiJ. eq!l'l'ont~0n- of. tho .. Tl.:l'l •. :f.o 1nstruot t!:io !O<id~rsbip, · 'lilwidi: 1111 illi!.Doditl·~o::: .·; ""~-ionaJ. _Pl'Ol>":";nlldn and odue!\t!ollCl ,cnmpo.ign to attain this .lli>Jo<:f.ti~o, WJ!L 

ru:.~·" .. ·· .. ';.,,,,.• -.~:-'.·;'·.· ....... _.·;.,, :. '. :. ,. /;·., .,'·.·>< ... ,· ' .. :--,·.>· 
,_, 1:c :· ·. . llosol'l'od·,, ~a~,.;,; J.!o.i l.s\;•·l9!1,7;:~ thoro .,;,p.U oo." n..'lt:l.onal sbo:ro>nge o:tJ. : 

<ql_. \(•~· ,lDombors ,ta domor. ·".~at'1 ~o~ ;~. 6--l!a\Ui' ~~-,~~ing tllle dey•r.hicb h11o . . 
•~teo.ll~: _bap_!>-~!\'bor~ e, llo . .,_id!ly \q l~el\. tho II!);?· strum-a fqr ·,. >'O!Iuet:l.on 1n tho 
norldllf: day. · · · · · · --- • 

12, .. CONQLUSION :·- . , : : · .. :' • : · ' .. · ... · • .. ·. ::;:.; · · ·: · ·:'. ·· :-" ._;· .. ,' · .. . >~-~-; .• :'" wi'k:i llo~<iil ~.·wiio~ to' p~ hi.i~ ..;;a ~o~k ~ith au; ~liii~ 1~~·, ... 
~uio 'llu' tliora' to ·isiilato ciuriiolvtis tram tho zfliiko or tho m111tllllts by bOIIding ·their --.,,.,, _ _.. 
oo.r.s abo•>t our point of vi~ 11~tha~~ rl'lntion to or P..o.rt1cipn.Uon in .tho curr.>nt 
fa:lrs. Md pl'obLonis ;,f tho· ul!ionso.•<'l!b;o "\mor1oiln1iso.t:l.on :or :So1shov1ami tho r"'"'•-11.;~0_1~ ·-'-~':'> mo:r :Poropeet1vo, (and- Pa~~eneo.·nro •\tho tcola= o£ J!W.-t;r>builll!n8·:f.n tho 

;:;0;~~
1

:.,:1 :~_:b!t.~fi~~;~.!~ .. ~~,~iJ;;:J.:!:im!~!n:t--; ~~;~-~ ~-----~a::~;~:o~~4~~ri#~;, 
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NOTES 0~ A PUBLICIST ON UNITY AND RJ;XJROUPMI!:NTS 0~ TENDENCIES 

Wo reprint th6 following puaago on unity by Lenin. It waB writtnn in 
1910 and oppoaru in Volume IV of tho ~elected \lorke, 

'·!o roooDrnJend it to all comrades as a model of tho manner in which a 
Marxiat appreaohos whp.t can nppaar to bo the work of ''given pnrsons, groups 
and institut1onS. 11 

'
1·r;,, .. ru ia onoth~r view on this 'Jnity, nruaely, thnt B. number of profound 

objectiv,, cauaosJ long ago, independently of tho monnQr iil which the 'given 
peracna,r.;roupe and in9-t.itutiona 1 (submitt ·ed to the plenum nnd at thu plenum) 
\fe~·e conatitutt3J, imt;E\1\ to bring u.bout ~lnd art:l et<Jodily cCJntinuinr, to bring 
l'bout chu.ngoa in th.:t two old and Pl'inoipul Russian i'a.ctione among the Social• 
Domocrntl:l, changea th11t creato - acmeti::!l.oa in a}Jite of thn trill and oven 
conaciouAneaJ) of ~·.'rne ~ne of the 1 c;i·wen iJt~t"C:J(.;o~, groups and :l.nati tutione 1 -

ideological and organizational bnaes for unity, Theeo objectiva cau&oe are 
rooted in the poculio..ri ties ol tho proo(.!nt period oJ.' boU:rgoob d1:velopment 
in RuJsia, the poriQd ot' bourgeois countor-revolution ant! attE~mptll by the 
autocracy to reor_r;!lnizo 1 tsolf on ·tho model of' a bourgeois monu:rohy. l'hese 
objectiVe condition.-J eimultunoously cb.use change~;~ thr.t are indisoolubly linked 
up lrfith one a.nother, changes in the chai"nator of the labor mov,.lmant,. in the 
composition, typo and· f<Jftt"ures of the ;Jrolat~:rinn Soeh.l-Dernoar~tio ,,a.r.gue.rd, 
as well aa changes in the: ideological aud political to.oka of' the :ior.ial
Democratie movement, Tbe::-oi'ora, that bourgeois inf'luoncO over thu prolo:Jtnriat 
which c_r•~P.tes 1 iquidationittm (.:, semi-libi;,raliem which likes· to be regarded uo 
a 'P&.rt of' Social-DGmocl'~oy) and .:~tzoviam (.:. aemi-~a.rchism, which likea to bo 
regarded.,as a part of docial-Domocro.cy) iO no~ GJl nooidont, nor evil intention, 
stupidity· or orror on thtl par"t or· some lndividua.l, bUt tho ino,•itttbla r·3oult 
of' the action oi'· thoaa objective cnuso3, and thu aupc:ratructt.u·o of. 'the ·:mtire 
lB.bor mo'lem~;:nt. or. .. prea·mt-day Russia, ~thioh io inoopa.rnblo.from the.: 1b!lai.=J. 1 

The renl:i.7.1J.ticn o!' the danger· oi' thc~r un ... Sooinl-f1?moo.rutlo nU turtt und tho h!!rm
f'ulnflsu to the labor movement or both thana do•/ia.tiono bring<J nbcut o.. r.E-.E.E.~.f:•.£he 
ment br;-two~;:n the elcn:ont·a of vnriou.:~ f'o.ctionn rmd pavot_J the wuy tl) Party unity 
rrn-spite of all obstnc!ea. 1 

"From this point of view· the unifiCa.tion of' the !Jo.rty ruu.y Jll'oct;od a lowly, 
· with dlfi'icultioa_, vo.cillaf.iona, ~·ta.v~ringa·, relo.paeu, but it. cunnot bU:t proooad. 

F'rorn thia point of view tho prooouu of u:lificntion dooa not neooausrily ta.ka· 
plao)e nmong tho· 1[!_vcn .Jl..Oraona, groups and inat.:i.tutionG, 1 b~~ irruapc.ctivG of 
the gi.vOn peraonn, iJuboJ·dinuting ·them to it~H1lf.:: rr.jocting thoao m~ the 1givon 1 

pcraons who do not underotund or who do not \".'ant to undoratund thiJ roquircmonta 
of objootive dC;~V<llopmont,. putting forwnrd" u.nd attracting new persona, who_ do 
not belong to tho 1givon 1 sot, tifi'uctirt chr.ztgca, r~Jahuffline;a o.nd rogroupmc.nt 
within tha Old t'u.ctiona,tend·mcion, diviaiona, !t'rol!l. thlu point ot' Viow, um.t.;r 
is inaupo.rublo f'rcto. ita idoologicfl;l ,f'oundntion1 it oo.n grow only on tho basis. 
of un !doologio"ll ro.pproc~, it io connected with tho D.tlpaa.rtmoo, dovalop
mont Wld growth oi' ouch dovintiona as liquidn.tioninm o.nd otzo·tiam, not by tho 
oa.aue.l tioo or thi'J or tho:. contrcv9roy or this or tho.t litvr11ry utrugglo, but 
by an i"tornO.l, 1~··\iooolublC tic ouch o.o tho.t which bi:-A'l.~A.·..l.a•o t:tn·i u!'fo:-t:.. 11 

(pp.4~-44.) 
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THE .DTFFEREI!O:!!S Ill THE·CHimi:SE MOVEMENT. 

. • ;-' . . ~. . J•: • :.:. ,· •• 

0'ot.o• Tho ·fol.lowing,!dis'b'on··i·ll'l.tton by" Ch1Mso"•cornrndo who loft China 
fl:. ... n".:· n Y."!ar r>~9· '.;(, ;rotUi--n to the Untted·Stnteo. \~"hilc in Chtitn, ha uas 
nO.; ,,~:~l:.t;·~o m;•.k'l. co'td;act \otith tho Chinese Tr..,tokyista·. He him been in 
no:oculGnt 1·i1th .th£. Jchrttion-ForeOt pad tiona on ata.te-capit:~J..:lJm and 1·!orld 
l·~-v~lutfO~-.r.r; dCveloPIDCnts ·for~·oomc' yeA.l'S nnd ia a member of the .Johnsen. · 
~\·.rm~t te!lti.e.nci: .. > · .. '. '!·, . . 

.' ·: • . ., • • J 

Hoot comre.a~'s"kno.>t' that the Colllli1Wlist Leai!lle in Ohl'nn 'split into 
t>1o grouns, after 'the outburst 'of the Pacific ·l·lar·in 191>2: :Those t"o 
orgr..n~zo.itons r..re kno'trn as the 11 Mi11ta.rlt·, n 'the MtiJor1 ty; and the . 11 !-nber
na.tionnJ.ist, 11 the ltlnority. · During the- w~:r. t.h~;.~se t.~!.' t~rga.n!:c.ticno 
,.,ore .completely iSolated. Every locf.ll unit 't's.s 1aoln.ted frorc the others 
\·

1ith D.o nC\·rG nnd no commwiic_ntions ·could be eXchanged. Inch unit had to 
rely on its own initiative P~d cour~ge to meet this emergency. 

Under" all kinds of obst~cles aa Wall'Ss the· hieh pressure of the 
bourgeoiB reginA, the movement was not nble to develop fully. Even et thio 
preccnt time, they have to meet the same fate P~d suffer no less pcrseo-
utibn, under.· tp.e brutal. ruie of Chie!lg1 s regime. · · · . . . ' 

.' · It is doubtless thet this split wns costly to the rlllVolutions.ry 
movement bo,cause ·if two Trotslcyist organizations work i!l the same field, 
both wlll I;!\ VB to explain to the mas~ ee t.h;e reaoon wl>y they •spli t and 
cannot t:~ose : a. united Intern"A.t1one.l prO&riUD ·to ·the masseS~ 

-.. . . . . . . . . .. . .~' . . . . ,"' 
"·.: .. · .· .~qdP~, Biil~~· .. t~~.~.· are.oj11y 1\ handful 'Of Trotskyists in rihi!ll', 

it is 'necssss.ry and 0o~rscit ·for the unit:icntion' 'between, those two groups. 
:But accordill(l to the r<!Port of the. MnJori ty' ' the politi·c!'l "differences. 

, sHll oxl,st o.nd,even d~epe!' ·.,to'c!ay.,.and ~he l1.U.O~ct1on of'uni,ty hns slnokei:Eido" 
· Thh·f3fore .1~ 1s· out" dut;y to. e~~~ beth yi_~~~;~.~.:C ·.~hi~ tnf\~t.Ar ·"!!U.eh ~'V -· 

l:>rir.f: us to .undera.tand the Trot:slcyist moveil!el'Jt ·'in~ Chin,.. more clenrly. 

There P.re two 
·the split in: l9hZ. The 

' ' ' . . ... ~ -.~ 
mal.n' political' quedticins which ac.tt!P~ly caused 
cj,uestiolls. are as follo>rs: 

.,. :•·'": 

One• \'bet is, the chiu-aoter of the Chlhes~r wru:' against Japan in 
the 'midst of an imperialist \Mr 'end whs.t'' is our attitude towards it! ' 

. . : .· 
On tliia quest.!on .. the·'Mirioritll' tb'bk, the opposition! Their Vio>r 

it ths.t the Chinese lol•.l' ng!\inet ·j,;,p,U, is ;pnrt of Woi:'ld We.r, To support 
this course neG.Gs the serving of one im,>erilllist camp S<lninst the o1;her. 
Tho' fu~ure of tho str,j;:gles for ·n..nonlll independence and colony freedom 
is utterly hopelose 'in the midst of '•t'l(orld 11ar. They present the idea. 
tht.t the .'war ,a/!O.inst· Japan io··no+.· thrJ oourse toward independenoe, but . 
rathor im;pooes more imperialist sln'very upon .tile colonilll people. . 
Thorefore it lsreaotionf\1'Y to support the war. They themselves advocated 
that ins teed they, 'R)lould summon' the peOple to struggie not only D(lninst tb.e 
le.,dership ·or the Xubmin+.q in war, but. also ngnins~ the war itself. 
The )•ttl. tude they to ole toward tho war is the position of "defeatiom." 

, Thoy p~:o'lior.t the .views thnt the atruggJ,e ahoul'd aim· nt lending the Mtionnl 
, "movamdnt ou~ of thO 'cmlljl"of hiper111liem !ind into :tM field of strugglu 

against imperialism. In other words, thell vanted ·to lnunoh.the otruggle 
al"- over Oll:'\in 11hich hno been strangl•d and "oetroyed by the· fr~oo lo•.dor, 
bo\ll:geoido, to dO":elop it more broadly Md milit•.ntly. In order to free 

· themo<l.·:oo tro·1 t:te imperialist domiMtion 1\!ld ex;plo1tnt1on of the n!\tional 
ema.nc·~pe.-~ion movement, first of Bll the clJ:~.as struggle is necess1\17. T1:1n 
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ie tho only way to uoouro tho etrU&glo fer national independoneo. 

On tho same question tho MaJority took tho poaitivo position 
agninst tho llinority, They prosont this view. In semi-colonial Chi"o. 
the main task to tho workoro ia democratic revolution. Therefore tho 
nationnl question is primary to them. Todny, Japan is the main onoll\l· of 
tho colonial country of China. Tho Chinese war with Japan is tho struggle 
f~r national independence and is ~he movement of colonial emancipntion. 
!von if this struggle ie led by the bourgeoisie, Ul>dar ouch circumstoncos 
it is progressive. The position is; in a colonial and aeml-colonie.l 
Ct'untry such as China., the people can and ai'e pln,yiug an independent role 
1 n,a liml, ted. atrvggle, Such a atrugglo is on• of tho element. thet >roull 
sharpen tho revolutionary crisis and speed the crystal•lizat1on of the 
prolotarian forced against imperialiem. That ie the meaning of the perm
anent revolution in 1·1arxiet dialoctice. Their sttitude toward· the war l> 
that we should not Only p~t~r.i~te in the ~nr end Oct··~P un!tad fr~uta, 
but also constantly point out· to the masses· Wow and whore they were betro.yed 
by their :false lead~r~' th~ ·~o~rgeoisie. Thue ·the ·soeialiat proloto.ria.~ force 
will be consolidated... . ... . . 

. . ,' TJ,o. oecond question of dispute is: The future character o:f 
the· Chi.:qese revo~utio.n ... 

In this question, the Mlnorit7 point of view is this: The 
Chinese re:volution, mu.st start .from the very beginning as a. apciaJ.!st 
revolution.' That is· to ~!-¥. the'begiJlD:ing of ~he r_evOlution must be \d.th 
the Ul>dermining',pf private .ownership inside tile city,' and. the peasant . ' 

. against the land-owner in the village. The working olaas must struggle 
for tho proletarian diotatornhip •. Although" the incompletod du~y of thll · · 

· dem.,cratic revolut_ion reJI!l\i~Q . the primary question fOr tha m~ases, the 
only possible way.to solve t&is p~oblem is a government_under prolotp~!nn 
dictatorship •. -In other words. th~.Chinese demccrP.tic revoluti~ri will be 
accomplished,,along side >it th the ·.,;,~ruggle for socialism, 

Til9 Ma.1o~ity Po~tii'on is:' Tlie future ef tr..e Chinctc revolution 
must cone throllgh the .Pet•iOd of d.emocrntic revolu!iion. For this rCasOn 
ths _proleto.riat nr.lst' set up ~~ ~ t_ed_ f~ont_ in. nll' mass movementB against 
their main e!ll9mieS, Aoerican·~~e:i'ial!sm and the Kuomintang. When the 
pr~letaJ:•iat otnnds on this deinotl•atic demB.niand ge,ina ,the right· to seli"o' 
determinati9n, then the sociali.st revolution would be possible, . . . .· . . . . . . 

. Both rte~ "p.r'aaenireil ·abo~e are iO·:mat"e-rialo trE-.nslat'ed from the . 
lfe\-t_Be.nner .and t~e Int.e~~ ~Ulletin .fo!h_ich were se~t from the _comrades in 
China. I don•t >Tish to express ll\l' opinion and hope the rel\ders will render 
their :own ,judg!l'lnt ·on this Dild other mnte~i!\1 which they Will re0.d, : · . . . . . 

:But 'I Would ·like to give An !'Dlys'is on the preaent situation in 
China~ After the war ended, all confliets A.nd oontre.dictiona a.ccumu.le.tei: 
in the proc:Gso o·r '"~il.r ·,;;~re let :loose. In the .industrial centres, th.a:"rorlo-
ing clo.ss ·pl~god ii!to 

1

8. rio~Dg tid8 of ·strikes end ·the general strlke~m: 
. KuomintElllfi students inspired ·the entire natioD. ThepeoPl'e ·of the 11recovo%'ed11 

areao have seen th!-.t Amari can imperialism w1 th its Kuo:nintang sgo.:t aro the . 
same as J.npnn. And even \10rse, 1D. the continuous civil war, Chi'Uli":-k::.i-Chek 
t~ied to 'ba.tha ~he .Chinese masses in' blood AD.d draft ·the lnst iilEUl from tho 

·farms nnd fa.ctories for· the wRr. On the other h."ln.d, ··he· betrnyed .~he net:!. on 
to gain the, ,support from Atnericn.a itrtporir..lium. From thia rr.;;6'-li.t., -+.he\pc.'opla 
becamo disappointed and bitterly hostile, · · 
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The general upr1a1ng of the :i'ormoaf\11 poople lv\1f " yenr ~~go nnO. the 
g~.lcril~r. wnr!'core are growing rapidly from the l!orth .. to the South f.!UOh no 
in l!unillli Ie1!1Il1, Who- Nld.<'ue;llll province, Tile Stnlinlrt ronnnnt 
f'.r.miea win one pcoition f.\i"t1r nnothar. The newe .lF.tely is th~>.t the 
Stnli:liets nro only fif.ty ml1es ""IV from the cr.pitn.t of N.u<:"l~· Aft•r 
nll, t:1.e Ohinese bourgeoisie hna never been eo ner~ou.s, helpl~r~e r.nd 
isclntad. Its future is completely dark • . I boli~ve it is n rovol~~io~nry 
condi ti~n. Todey. what it 1ncko h only IL·pro1etnrian revo1utioMl'Y pnrty 
to lead t.hem. 

Tboiii!UI YoUDg 

·······················••••***"'""'•*$*11l*.fl*ll!**.., . .:.: .............. *****••o!<••••*• 
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T~ lTorker ~n Mc;uorn ID<iuntry . by Phil Ro1nano 
.. 

#4 Introduction to the Three, Eoseya of Korl l·!arlt by J .R. J ohncon; 
.F.Fore~t. & R. Sto:-~ 

. '!!?_ ___ _ -~o.bot• ,\nd Society by :F, :lore at 
---·--.-----~----------···-
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Stre.tn in tho 1~orking ClllBR by l·iarUn H..rvey 

The Eapno~ist Tendency in Tho Fourth International by Rin Stone 

The Am£ricen Worker. by Riv. Stone. 

A Concrete Example of Pnrty lluilding by Irving llarnin· 

f1Q The Trade Unions r..nd Revolutio_n~Lry !'olittcs by Irving l·J,..rlrl.n 
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15¢ ench 
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Vnrl!: During the War and .M,W 
' 

Every worker realize a hG" di!:t'orent it ""s to W>rk during the 
war, You didn't h~>ve to crawl for a Job as in the pre-war yoiU'o, At 
peroonnel offic"o, in applying !or a Job thoy addressed yon. as Mies 
and not by your :first nome. ilhey were courteous and deGeribed the many 
advo.nti<a;•• in \iorking in that particular shop, (With tho var poriod •I""• 
n seri~s of ne'tr priveleges we had never cnjoyad before: insurance poliolea 
cov::-ring illness and death,, and milk, coke and even ice-cream machines.) 
Radioe eaid thnt it was your patriotic duty to work and to doep yourself 
healthy, wherees before the war you WE:re beeg!ng them. You chose the job you 
wanted on the basis of \1here it waa located in relation to trnvel, "'R.t;es and 
how bad a nprodu.ction11 Job it was. That ia, "ttas it the 'Worat kind of masa. 
production \·~orlc or something slightly better. At the back oi your Tilind \·ta!J 
the thought that perhaps you might be able to learn a ne" skill so that 
after the •ttRI" bubble burst you might have as good a chance and rna.yba bett~r 
than the next ~ t,t ,~etting a job, 

With the ability to be able to ~et a job at least as good if not 
better e.n;y1·there-discipline in the job could not be maintained in tho "'".," · >•n.y · 
it ha.d .. 't!~en before the ,.,ar. You answered the foreman baek as you plnasod. 
You were:n1 t taking anythin&: t'rom him. Aa. for a.a· trorkinc hard wao coner~rned
tha company cared as little as you did, At the beginning of the war, the 
government was footint; the expenses so they didn1 t rush you. We always 
>rondered ho>r they t;ot all the stuff out that "on the >!Br, 

Even though. 1 t ·was ea~ier .for uS 't-.'hen ,_.,e didn t t hn.ve to work· hard• 
we would get disgusted >ti th han.:; in;; around, l{e would argue "i th the fore"""' 
as to the bast way to do the job, how to do it and •<lJY, ~/e felt that the 
foreman tras not better than we 't'lere and most of the time knEW much leas about 
~j~-~d~ ' 

Some shops th8.t \1eren1 t ttar babieo were better organized.. Eve.n 
these could not ir:~pose "the old piece work speed up. Soce "'orl:ero got sold 
on piece wox:k- but they soon learned their .lesson. ~here WM no ·necos.,;ity to 
convince them. It WA-G the same old epeed .. up with a. nicer name--Incentive P~'• 

Out of the lagging the ,companies tried to maintain some disCipline. 
The bosSes aa'\'r us h.a.'lr,ing out in the ladie·s rooms, If' we \•rera going to gO 
in, they fiGUred the~ would solve it by setting acide " specific period during 
the da:r when ~re could l~nve the floor, This \1e countera.cted by getting tt
gether and setting up schedules so th<\t t>ro or three girls nt a time t<auld go 
into the rest room Hithout it being too conspicuous, (~his· \'tas aside from our 
rest period.) After a while the foreman '\t1ould realize vhat was occurring 
but they knew the;y couldn't do a thing about it, 

If the tl.•eatment· tre ~·ll~re accorded t•rSJ.s unRcceptabl~ to us, we al'\'Tf\YB 
took some f'orm of reprie::ll, The stet'lard \o•oulcl be cnlled over nnd the girl a 
would group around the work nngrily discussing whatever incident caused the 
tune. This '\'IOUltl not stop W\til the settlement wn.s r..greeable. If our caee 
waa not covered in the Wlion contract we tronld sioply hnnd in lena wc!"k :-.t 
the end of the dny reporting tho.t our 11 morale 11 had been lowered. 

Anl)ther ne\'r privilege l!B got during the ,.,nr wn.a the right to ttake 
"susgeations". In this way, "ta were told we renll;y were the mrot behind the 
man behind the gnn. At first ·we were really enthusiastic. Everyone ga.ve ne\'r 
ideas to mNce the work· easier and to spet3d productiou. !~e soon lenrned jl!at 
how much our 11 suggestions 11 wore appreciated. ,,'hen the :tdeno t'lere to speed 

• , •• ' l ~ ~ •• 
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up thl)y wora reru1il3• nccepted. '''hen thoY we1•e mainly to make things easier 
or plensE> .. "'lter for us. th~:y \·rere imprncticnl we were told. Or we never heard 
nbout them ut nll. Son:e of th~ suggesticml\ the \o'orket·s sent in were really 
good nnd for thiR they got u bonuc of five or ten dollnrs. The compRny mnde 
n fortune out of them but the l'!Orker gC?t per.nutn. Af.te!' th~s \omnt on for n 
while we used the suggestion box in a 'different Wr.,J'. !~re l•lrote i_n suc;gestions 
for chrome Couchea, four hour dny, gett:f.ng rid of' the fcreme-n and.lotting 
us ~rork by ouroelves nnd other things that wa knet<l drirn ,,elJ. they'would ~ever 
do. In one al\op 'lite uoed to spend the first hour of th~ morning :f'~guring ottt 
\olhnt new non~ense t.o \'ll"ite in. /liter E\ few weeks they took the bo:c do~·m. 

One of the forms they used dur1~ the war to bolstAr n1J.r m~ra.le end. 
get more production of us by 1mpresc1ng us with their benev~lenco, \rtas to set up 
basket-ball an?- baseball teams composed ·or ~he guys in the shop. The L'len 
partic1pat;ed to the point, of' c~en practicing on their own time. WhE':ll th.Qy 
reRlizcd that the. ~ifor·JI!s t~ey receiv.ed. and. the e:ompl'!titions \olith the ether 
shOps Here e good advertisement for the COD$lany, they demanded that the · 
company pay for' Sny time lost on practice ahd'alr Other activities in relntipn 
to it. 

The sc..me thing with the organi?.ation o'f bands. Du.ring 'the w~ many 
shops organized a. oyst'em of having music during ·lunch tlme and sdnf~ti:blies ·even 
shol'tS. Everyon'e. ;t'el~ rath~r Prou.d ·of the·s'e.. They .liere org::m~zed' S~i~tri.Y. by . 
the ,.;~"~rkors., the tnie~1!i 1:-m.Q sol.ely the peoPle in •the sl:Io"p. These. We~e_ ahTays · 
a hug~ success. St~~dC)lly. every. one in 'the shop sF.:emed to he:ve so;:Iet:l:dng ho 
or she >to.s ,able to contr~bu~e. Only ·attar a big 'battle did, the co~an,y pcy 
these .. gu.ys for practice time. after tlie orchestra insisted that they. couJ.du~t, 
blow'·li'or.nS. and ea.t.a 'sandwi.Ch at the P.Q.m~ time. tUth every ·a_~c8.lied B.d- ' 
vantage they -gave us· th~re ·wa.B al"f~S .some t:orm. of taking ·~t._9ac.Jc: •. :.~or. this. 
\'te nns~.'ered by:. not_ recognizing theSe. things .aG p1•iv~leges. bJJ.t a:Ccep~ing Bven 
uru•easona"ole thirigS (from the company 1 s -·point. Of vie~), a.B onr:"i.iialferia'ble 
rights. · · 

The compe..ny" tried to -set up the snme l.dnd- o:f ··enter~nin.me_nt .. on thftir 
own baola. so- once a. month a half hoUr· before quitting ti.ma \'IC ·~1er13 told to 
leave our lofork bench and informed of a hall ·tre "'ere to go toe Once thel'e, 
there '.were altrajs a f.e'lrr sailors who told horrOr stori.es Or Ja!ls ea~lng 
Americans .. Also, there .. we.B all!£1.VS an officer of the. Army or Navy who, gave Us,. 
a. pep talk ori -hott'importan~ our work was, w!lat ~t was used foJ:: nnd sometimes·. 
evan exhibitions (il' it >las not too dark a war ·secret); Some bigohot of the· 
compan,y always made~ speech and then lte saw some ki~~ of .. movie. If this_ 
meeting lasted· too long we got paid overtime. All in all \•te enjoyed tilese 
gatherings, but never in the same sPirit as our Ol'm sho,.,s. · · 

At these meetings \'TB a.lweys got a. speech telling just how ma.ny me':'!. 
would be killed if we did.n 1 t get out more of whatever it 'wac "'e were makiilg. 
The people i:1 the shops \'rere an:dous to·make the stuff if it w·as really that 
badly neecied. They haci rehtives l.n the. BrlliY, and if working fast or than 
U!:!ual to mnke thr.-se items. would help to save one G. r. 1s life, ·.they ,.,ere 
willing to do' 1 t. l'7ha.t mp.d..B ·them sore waa they never reallY kneW juat hoW 
much wno the truth_ nnd just hol-t muCh' uas the surua ol~~pOmpany rRh-rnh~ 

. • :~ ' • ;, J ' I . 

Hnny. "omen :md Negroes lfho had had all aorta of junk jobs wre givou 
the opporto.::,ity to do all kiruis of··>rork during ·the >~sr. The mchine shops · 
l·rcr~ open Lo Negro eo nnd wome.n. Lathe a,· milling machines and e. g~n~rnl 
fe.cilit;.- in nosoml>lir.~; nnd. hb.nd.Uhg. a.ll· .thl,ngs moclw.nicnl, bccnme open to 
wli.r;.t l\mJ onctl lithe \ofeak:er aexll e.nd ".~he inferior rnce. 11 
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The war ond.ed and _bang • bMk into milk1n;; paper flowore; r'ldio 

belt linea~ b31ng el~VR.tDr operators, dome otic service. All the louer.t·· jobo 
~ ••• jobs which require the l~ast amount of cxperienoe and knowledge, and 
au a resUlt the lowest p~; or return to beine only e h~uoewife. 

Dlu•ing the depresoion, the bourgeois newspapers talked in terl!lll 
of women taking a1·ray tlen'• ,jobs. That· fear of the ~-•pression thc.t the >rorkers 
knew would come caused a o~rtain hostility ;to. the woman who entered the 
war plante-·and found themnelves nt home there. Some folt that the new l>reak
t!{lwn -of op~!oet!~ne' =; d1te "t:.a thu· h.ir1ll6' of women and .Z.iegroes who had never 
had the opportunity to work on machines before. Thio idea could not continue 
for long as the men saw all operutions, regardleoo of who lfM working on 
them being cut to barest·motiono • 

. You didn't ha~e to'b• an·eng1rieer or time-study man, to·figura 
out that >rith war productio)l ended, the company would c!>ange its way of 
living and pull the old- rush aot, In answer to a work'er who said that -they 
lTOUld take a'tte;y our rest pe'riod an~thg!' tiCl"'kor aaid; 11 They 1 l~ let UB koep . 
our rest Period. T~e time stu~ man have .it figured that we· work more 
effic!ently 8.fter our r.ect Period. l\'e 1 d work even better if they cUt Olll" 
11crking day in halt and .let us a.lono 11 •• 

·. I, ·like a·coupl~ of mill1oil othe~a~ .got my "rest period" with thO, 
atom-bombing of HirOshirria. The wa.r 1s end canoed us, c.ontrary· to expectations· 
ot the analysts, not to dnsh feverishly ~o o\lr next job but to enjoy _our 
right to our "furlough". We had worked 10118 hours six and seven days a tteek . 
and' we :felt we 'liOr_e entitled to it, The tlllES under __ .the line of-the government' 
trl.ed to get us back to work and fast; at_· the new low pay and conditio·ns · · · 
the. COI!!;po.:U.c:: \;era new o:fi'el'il:ig. Wo :refused for our pert· and. those wo:rkerb 
who remained employed, and went on •trike were. oeying the same thing that >re . 
who >iere unemployed ·wer,e ~~ing 1_n a. different W!W. .We would not go back .to 
work._- The;y: would not_ ete,y at it.· . · . . . · . · · · ·· 

After OUr insurance ran out and joqo in oiv~lian industries opened 
up, many girls returned. to work, .. In one shop ·whfoh is· typical oi' many, · the 
i>Umner· of radio o·ts produced per day ·want from '250 ·to 625 'wl,th the same 
number of girls >rorking on them, When I- asked one o:£ the-:l(ar1t.e~o ·how they . 
had managed tci raise the quota that much in such n short .. period of t~me, she 
replied; •the;lla.id ·the· whole plant ot"f, ·lrl.red ·back. only .a f~w of the girls 
Who had WOr!red here before, put them all OVor''ths· sllll{> SO• 'thj!.t nocona kne" 
how many sets ll par.ticulnr 'line could get out. '~luit. way. tliei' .UU,ounced 'the· 
new quotRS to the girls, That and the ti,.,.:;Bt\ld.f me!l.ii!. the IIDB"Or"i • •. -

.· . . . . ': . . . . . - . .· ~ . . . 
There are no secrets in the shop today; The 'workers know, not by 

reading Capitol, but from their experience, th&t the_ooapo~'q~pot meke a 
profit unless they· continually speed us up, · ·' 

. The big question the workers werit to know tha linswer to iol If 
the COm.()aey has to_ opeed US Up IDOl''\ e.nd more in order for them to. stay in 
buoinoss, t~hc.t 1s going to happen to us, The answer of one gi"l io the 
answer at" all t~orkers, "One day we'll nll just stop working", 

-Coil Weber 
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THE REVOLUTION AND THE Allllr 

In tho crisis and the cantua ion of the pos t-ttar world, the bourg~;~oitt:(· 
ol<inouoly pointa to tho ntomic bottb and the petty-bourgeoisie 1a terror-st,•lcl:m 
i\t the threat of the t~tornic- destruction of monkind. Caught in tho wob of rlht~!"·· 
t;nn Alld countt-I'-chargos opun bett-.. oen the United Stc.teo a.nd Rueoia, the rul•~rn 
of the 'trorld :novA ttlth tho uncertainty of. fr1€'htencd uu:m who can ano~rcr feu 
queatioTID r.ntl. who ar'=l in terror loot the key which rlll unlock the 1-to:rl1.1 ~ 't'E:-t
te:l·s l·t!ll r.lao doe troy them. Doap '1-Ti thin this 'uneasy J.<ea.ce, the SI)Bd of m~l! t .. 
ary dr.r·.h-ions of a viol~nt nature in "oet·ng sown. Fe~·f'ul·of war, the rul~rn 
nevertl1elecs :pose 1 t, today in whispero, torr.orrow, perhaps in ohoute. They 
cannot help themselves, it ia posed ·for thera aa they hurtle to. th'31X' doom,. 

In probinc the perapootives of humanity: we 1m1st AC!.Uel'.ze from t.hA 
recent experience of wEU• its class content so that the prole~ariat can "take 

thia WORJlOn of death and deotruction, fe.n:!l not listen to the aentimontl\l. >1hinera 
who a1'o afraid of war. ll.uch Ius been left in the·•rorld that. J!l!l..Jl1·be destroyed 
by fire and iron for tl::e 11bera.t1on of the \t1orking clase. 11 (Lenin, .T,h~ l'/B.!' and 
the Secorid International) . . · ·_ · · - _ · · . 

·lfe etart with that end ih mind- the liberation of: the ""rking class· 
and ther6!ore of huma.nit1. Thb dastruci.tiYe 111'ir2 -.and iro~" unleaahcd. in this 
liberation ia the "fire and iron" of civil war. This is ~he fir•t lescon we 
must learn· o£ violence and .force. ·; · ·· · 

In another place, ·Lenin oeys~ 

1force 1 

11The ·civil war is also a war·,. and- consequentl&: rJust inevi tabl~ !JUt 
in ·the place of right," 

:But it is the force of the ·proiel;nrint d~ .. .,~;atical.ly mobilized 
and using violence to free ita elf lllld humani t:y· free the barbarism of CP.pi taliet 
exploi tat~on. li'enin· goes on to s~: · 

II:But force ••• cannot be reel,ized without a. d6moct"atic organization 
of th~ nr~· o.nd ·the 1 rcru-~ 1 'Tho ciV'!l.wtir first'ot All. and a.t once· GX}Jl"opri-
ates bl!lllks, fn.ctories. ra:i1Wl\Vs 1 ln1•ge a8riculttlrnl estates, etc~ But it 'is 
precisely .for thi!LY.'?P P~!a of .eXpropriation·'_. that it., iS _imperatiVe to int~o
duce tho eleCtion by .the people of ell the officials rmd tho nrmy off~cers; to 
a.coomplish a ~te 1'usiQ.n of ·t~e ·army trhicli \'tr:ges war ngnitlst the bourgeoisie·, 
with the &lD.soee of tho populnt1on. 11 (llol.§.hevi!>!!...Md the~!orli!..Jfu;:, p.22?-22B) 

The fu~ion of the arll\Y with the IIU1soea £s prepared by cnpital.ism it.. 
self. Capitnlism req_uires a standing .Brll\)' in ord,er to btpose ita class rule.; 
ThJ.s is the >reapon of its stnte power, In its stllllding nrmy, it eegrego.tes tho 
soldier shnrply l:rom tho mnsses, .It thoroby seeks; 1) to-..\<eep a monopoly on:
militariftm; 2) to koop' the concept of force from the proletariat; J) to keep 
the masSes 11pea.Cetul 11 • • 

:But ne it plW>i;ss from crisis to•wnr, D'I·italism is forced to· expend 
its iu:rr;y by hlllldreds of thouse.nds !llld millions •. ··• It c'lllnot llll\iatrdn tho segre-, 
gat-ion. It is for•ed to teacli the soldier tho concept of societ;• t\B r. >rholo, 
and it· ia farced to· te.~ch tha civilian 11111saea the concept of ·mtlitlll'y violence• 
WAr trP.noforms the standing army to tha e>J~ar..ded at•Olij" in u=.:ieh +-hfl ooltli~r is 
socinl.izcd and the Uk"UPoea nre militn.rized, 'l"he trr.nsition f"rol!'! the s'.;l'l.nding 
"'"'Y to tho expanded lll'lJIY ia n atr:ge in tho cilit·arioati.on of the maseea, It 
develops the aociclizetion of the militar,y and ncueleratas·the revolation1znt1on 
of the prolctorint• 

.. 
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Hothing in thin "rtiole impliea thnt the revolution IIIWit WPit tor 
the o11tbr;p.( ot. t-:nr. J;ut; \ol~1ila r~volution doea not \>!r.it on WI.U', the very 
,:r!v.• tn \IC'r inheront in capitaliam pushes tow61'd· t_ho revolutiont'U7' .fusion of 
trio m"l.us~ts. 

Trotolcy placed thio at the. Heart ot Ito llll.l1t1U'y policy in tha Tren-
r-1tlonl"'.l Procrnm. !!!he :'rGDa1t1ont."'l :ProgrM-deanaride~: · 

11 !.1111 t ,,ry trn1uing aud. nrrning of t<oorkerR · hnd te.rmer~ under direct 
control ol' ~ro-rkera rnd farmers eorDr.Jittaes: ':. · . 

11 Cre:1tion of mllit:;.rz.- scho~ls for the. tre1ti1ng ot commnndere ,..mong 
~he toilers, cboaen b,y workers' orgnnizRtiona: 

, n~ubetitution fo,;: tho GtBllding tu'"" Of B DO_~],e_I_.G,l!lill.lli, indiaool-
·link:ed P;'?: .#.th fnctories., mines;.· :fares, etc." · · 

, . Such n progrl!lll. "ould b~ poeaible of realizr.t:ion' o:nly ·,ith. thC over
throw or COUlplete brellkdown of bourgeois society. llut Trot~lqr poe~d thu ;ru>~. 
in order tb link in the mind of the masses, their revolutionary development 
>:1th the ml.litary fusion to wh1oh capi tnl1am was driving the:n. 

Wo shcll trace this .developing fueion from the otnnd1ng J.rm.- throUgh 
the expanded Ar1111! to. the socln Uzation of w•cr nnd tho post-~t~ developm91lts. 
·The b>ur~:eois military policy nnd the WBr-tima state pt•epnre thfl ·next ~tS&e of 
development. OJld pose the tP.Gka·or the. rovolutionory party. The p..nalysiB we !!l'e 
milking is of American devel~pments,, particulP.rl:t those of World !ie.r II. 

.. ·' I. The Standing AtJ!!i.'' 

Lenin, .and !ngels bGfore him, spoke of the stending Army ns a spscinl 
bo~~· Of P..l'ined msn, eeparnted from the reat• 'Of the: pOpulP..tion aDd represontv.tiVe 
of tha sto.te potrer,. · Inasmuch as the stnte emergen·: trOm society ~ tlia. 'o:i:ogan · 
crt cln.ss rule, it must necessarily be Be"D&.i-nted froo th~ broad nnases. Of the 
populntion nild it~ nrrnod representlltives- m1ui't be si;:,illirly separl\tecl.. Tho 
eotiv1ty o! t.ho profe~Sional sold_ie:r.:~a. by its w~ry nf',ture .. R"'l~f\T'ft.ted ·fro~ 1:he 
activity of the maeseq,and directed S&ainst it. This is. the eource ot his de- .• 
hum::,!l!.~e:f;ion, nnd this is the meaning of -the ·w·,deJoocr·c.tic chAracter .of the stt1.nd-~ 
ing Arm;r: ito eop<U"ation from and its nllked function ae oppreseor of th~ :nas3es. 

' ' . . . ' 

The professio:ial soldier is drr~wn from eli strata. of' s~oi~t~~ .. · RiB 
class roots must therefore be destroyed in ora&r 'thBt·he Can perforc hiD c~~-
u .. uat function. lly volunte.rily en11ating in the sttmding.Ar,.Y, he 11M. r~: 
rep.dj' signified his r.~•.dinese to be sepro:atad "'ron his cl.:S~. A• a' pro:!'eoaional . 
soldier, he !locepta lii:O segregati,on. ·Haviog t•.·rned his btick or-· the mtiruioo, he 
is co:npelled th•refore, to turn inwnrd to· the CRpitBlist vacuum of his UDit WI-

· dar the absolute domination of the· officer, the perr.on1ficntion o! cspitnliem 
within the Ari!IY. Fun~tioniog ne p!U't of n tightly-knit isolated unit, hio 
eaprit de corp• is based on hie objective hostility to tha rest of nociety and 
on his loyalty to the disc1pline·at his ot:t'icero nnd thus hie pntriotl.sm to the 
etnte. He 11dnpts hilll$;<'lf to the id~nl p11tte:n o:f th_e bour,:eois lll'!IW - the in
strument of force governed by unquer.tioning obedience to the Stnte. He nos DO 
activity excspt whnt t\l,e bourceoioio ordern. Ee me· no ••. ·,;.rgiee except whnt 
tho. bourgeoitde conune.nd·s. The masse!', looking r.t hiu fl'O-.J. t.he outoide, instin
ctively hootile to hie ~ole as repreasnt~tive of the Stnto, call r.im n "woak 
mind nnd I'~ stro118 bnck. 11 He is merely-:o. fist. Sveu this 11 x'iet 11 can be shrUcon 
by r..nd \oton to the J.•evolution, but tre nre cortcarned here prlmnril;r witlJ thB Pro
cos• by "hich the profeeaiono.l Arfrr/f itself g!veri way to the B>.'J•Mdad :Ar11111o 
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War force~ the expansion of the stil,ndiilg Ar~ey, That tho o•.: 'ins 
;.r;:Jy differs :!'r.om tlte ex;panded Arm,y is ind.ic11t_ed by the di:!'ferencos :-.. tw•<•n tho 
1.1ld eoldi"lr end 'the new. What dra!tee d.oea not remember the old saldier'a com
p1a1nt du:.oi"8 the var:· 11 In the old arm,y :you :ynrctbirc!a ooUidn1 t get O.tlf!.lf odth 
t:,. •tuff :you're· pU111n& nov,• And the dra:!'tee 1s reply: ·"The old arm,y waa a 
goldbrick' 9 l.rm;r, You guys Joined up beoe.use :Y.OU didn It want to lf01'k, 11 

ilhat lies bensath tha b...:·ver is the !'act that the proteosionlll. sold
ier socks to impose hio discipline Upon tho nov soldiers, but tho old disciplins 
cannot be imposed in the old woy, TIU. new ooldisrs have not turned their bncko 
to the .llltlAAB!h T~y ere the !!!aB!!e! e~d ~he;- ere !rem tho ::.a.;Gos. 

a) The Bourgeoio~~WJ!t 

Since the close of the fiFSt .World lfar, the llar_Dopart·ment in ita r<>ll 
of watchdog !or imperilll.ist capi ta~iom vas making. its plans in preperat1on for 
the war trhich must inevi tabl.y. ooma', tilool&h none coUld all}" when, These plnns 
were qf riecesnity a~etrRot. ~hef had ~c ~~-for~ in.tha r~ruv conflnea of 
mUi'-r.ry technolog,- the exclusive !loDl&ln <>f the '<16neral Sta:!'f, Ho" 'theoo plnns 
>rou:!d.,lltoriJilize coUld only be 1enrned with the 1nten-ent1on o:!' the noasoos in· 
the :t'orr.o of their ll!OliJlizetion for VAl', S'uoh 110bilhation is poasibia -'oJily wb.:.n 
hostilities ore imminsnt. To be sure, the Mil1tnry platlners t~ok into consider
ntion the 'p'ost-World War I developments in Asia and '.in FurCJI!lo llti.t these· were 
largely substitute expei:ienoes. :Aleo takim 'into coneid~rntion. """"the Aine"" 
ican developments: the 1929 doproasion, t~e-19.)1 bonus'maroh·on Washington,, 
the unemployed lll!ivsment, the eruption Of the C!O in 1~.)6 •. _llut there wns. no way 
for the Wor Dep~ment t"ccll:y to graop the slgniticance of these e:tperienoeo, 
The planne_ro could .DOl know how to use. thllee eoqoeriences nor ho" concretoly to 
plAA aro1md tiuim~ 'They could oJil:y berir them in mind w1 th ali uncomfort'lble · 

.. clueRt~on mraok~ .The 9nl~ oonor~te trn1 tet\·Stp;tea niilitar:,- c:,pariauCaa r...voila'bie 
were !:hose involving the li!Obilizntion ot the American 111nsoss for World t{,.,. r. 
With the .~utbreak · ot war !n 19.)9, ·the .AnieriannArm;y, "". Ge'!er>J.. llt\i.shall >ll'ote 
in his report ao Chis! of Sta:rt, ve.s modern as ot tte conolus!on ot Wt>rld Wo.r I. 
The modenil.tation of the !>rm;y, the teeU111i of the aba'tract plano of. the War 
Department, coul~ not be done,exoept U.V.tho mobili~n~ion o:!' the mnsees, .. : . . . ·.. . ' 

b) ~h• PreParAtion of the Masses fqr ~ . . ' .. . .· . . 
Involved-in 'the mo'bi~ization of tho ""'"""Q. >rns_ the \wa-fold. qu.estiol_l: 

their paoif'i!m and their patriotis~. 
·. 

Frooio 1919 to 19.)9thll maes@e in ths u.iUed Stntes ,.,:. predo.,inantl;y 
pacifist, ·llut we must see tl»elnss di~bnit:y in tho e:ppEU•ent unity of paoi:!'ism. 
T.-oteky, in the Fo_unding Conference of tbe ~'ourth International, wrote:" 

' 
11 
... it ·is necesear,v to differentiate strictly between the paGifism 

• of the diplomat,p:rofesao:r, journlll.ist, nod the pac1:tiem of the darpenter,. agri
cUl turlll. >IOrker ll!ld oilarwoman, In one case, paeit'iRm is a screen for imperilll.
tsm; in the othor, it is lhe c.ontuzed eXJ>l'eosion of dioitrust in imper!Jilisnl, 11 

. There U more, The pacl.l:is!b of ~ h~ worke'r io one form of expression 
ot his r.ntS&O.nl.sm to the horror and'degradatibn. forced upon tha masses by oapi t
S:U.st war. !he pncifiem of the "diplomat, ::pi-ofE.ossor, etc. 11 io one. :torm o~ u
preuion of his antnson1am to the revolutio~· upaurgs of the ........ 11hl.oh no.
~·· O&pitalbt war. 
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With tho development of Na•iam, and aubaequently, tho Dl1tzkr1og in 
Europe, the overrunning of Poland and Central rurope, the fall o! Fronoe, the 
bourc;fiolP.ie ro.ieed the cry of atit1-faec1em and pro-democracy. The mn.or.aA in 
tho i.Tnitod Stat~s, more pertinently o.wa.re ot the t~en.t of fa.aciom thn.'l. the 
bour~oois1e, listened okept1cally to them, But thoy went along, Ou ~no one 
h"'td they wore opposed to faeciom, elbe1t contused, On the other lwlC. tho 
defense prosr~ meant Joba· and an end to th~ cisory of the dnprees1on ypn1•s. 
With Pearl Harbor, tho threat of fascism appeared to become cora direct ond 
sppear~d to come from abroad. The maseee mobiliead more actively, 

· Trotnky said further· in the above quotllt.ion: 

11 l·lhen the scell ·rnrmer or· wrrker spetlka about. the defense of the 
. fatherland, he tleene defense of ll11 hc>me, · hia families an~ other sitdler 

families from invasion, bombs end poiaonoua gnu, Tho eapitaliat fllld ll1a jour
nalist understnnd by the defense of the fatherland the seizur.e of colonies and 
markets, the predetory increase of ths 'nntionol' shnre of world. income, 
Dourg•oio pncifioc and patriotism ore abet through with deceit, In the p~ifism 
and even patriotism of the oppreaeel!., there """ elements >rhioh reflect on the 
OM Jmnd 11 h11tred of destructive Wll1', and on the other a. c_l1.nging to whllt they 
belisve to be their own good- elements which we muot know how to seize UJ:IOll 
in order to drnw the requisite eol,loludona.u. 

:i'rom 19;39 to 19410 the .American masseo ware bein(;, fUsed nationally 
in· activit~ •nd orgariization, After·l941, this prooeea beo~e ecoeleratad and 
began to reaoh out internat:!.onall~• -

c) !!!! ~ E>;pands - ~F.UJI1 ~.!W . 

At the 'beginnl.ug .of 1940 the At•my ·of 'the Un~t~d. Stat eo ·;.umbere:l · 
22?, 000 men, !rhis was the R~nr A:t.mr . ..., the otllllding ·A:tmy of the State. 

, Du.ririg the, SWD1111.,:- o£ ·l9ii-o, ;.the N&t1ona.l Gu.. .. .r:d. e.nd:the Re!H~rv~ Oorpe . •• · 
· bodies onxill.ilry to."the Regulnr A:tmy but composed esr.entio.l.l:r. of civilians and 
therefor~ l~•• separate from. the reat·.of the )lOpulA.tior,- w.e~e. mobi)·'.:'''· p.nd 
incorporated into the Arrlf/f; ll;; the encl. of 1940, ·the· AI·"~ IJad beo:. e. :J, • .;:iod by 
21?, 000 Gunrdemen ond 40,000 lleserve, Offiosrs;· :!rhus, w1 th the ·ll)oOili••.~ion 
of the Regul.B>" Arrlf/f, the Regular linvy and the various aWtilinry bod.leo,c.l1ont 
half-million men, the rntlks of the professional and eemi-pro:!'ossio:l.'i.l.' c.rmo' 
were exhausted, !rhey provided the·baoio struot\ll'e but could. r.ot:provi<le the 
nacessary striking power for the 'llal'timo armed forces. 'l'lutt hnd to o6me from 
the·msses at large, The bourgeoisie held·their bret>th, Thoy were Bi'z'aid of 
what expaneion might do ·to their Arlilv but they needed men, General Marshall 
wrt tee of the oontrndiation they 'irere in:' · · 

. . . 
"Opposed to plunging into a sudll.en 6l<.pnnaion of personnel in ouch a 

manner tlutt our stilnll nuolel\s of .tr,.inild tl:'OO!le would be fntel-ly .cJ,iluted, :tn>t 
yet consc1ouo of the importance of .the tima ft>Otor, the General Staf;t· was 
equelly oppoaad to the policy of waiting until the last moment and·. ·thru1 
attempting the impcsnible," · · · · · · · 

On October 16, 1940, under .the Selective ~~~)!"ice Aot, .. eevantel3ll 
millior. men bettltlen the ngeo of 21 and ;35 ll!'.d l'j!gia.~e~o<\ for mil~tary service, 
:By February 1942, almost two million hnd.alrelldy been·inducted, The insulation 
was being ·r1pped from the previol\aly isol.ated nrmed foroee nnd the aeeda of 
change ware fertilized. · · · · · · ·· 

11ith Selective Service, the mbilhation. of the JCD.nseo for wn.rlare 
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he.d begUI), ~I.Lt already in oarl;r and midc!le 1941, stra.ine appeared in tho armed 
forces ·which \'tere quickly covered over '\'dth lS.tei- develop:nents nnd IJeB.~l Harbor 
but which nevertheless wore portenta"of t'u.tu.re evonts, 

d) The Contradictions Deve;on 
; ~ . 

lly Summer of 1941 .tho. Ar~ey had gro1m to mo1·e than one-end-n-hal r· •· 
million men, They l'lere aeht to camps all over the countr~·. They rnet men ·frOr.l · 
all over the country. They lived, ,.,orked n.nd took recreation togAther, They 
suffered the same recimentation and experienced the same learning and diocipline 
and Oi-gani zation. They abo orbed from eS.ch other the e:tperio:nces of tileir 
r·:;spoo:tive backgrounds and thereby enriched the common .eXperiences they "'ere 
'.mdergolng. They mat civilian workerS and f"e.rrners in different lo.ce.leD. The 
intc~t!netration of the American msses beCame a concrete raalit"y. · · ·: ·, ·: . . . . '. . .. : . . .• 

.'! •. At the 's!une time that the 11 0kieo" ·and 11Arkiea 11 were·beginning t"o move 
West into tht: Bhlpyards and. 'North i~to the :t'B.:ctories, t Md while oil.ate-croppers 
and fn;:'m~rs werB beginning to 'wOrk on variOus! h'm;y aii-e·c M ccinatru~t1oil l'torkers, 
.and:.o~hile :~hausaiids of unempioyed worke"rs lf~r·e, fiildi'ntf·industi-i_al emplOyment l 
in centers often far f'r"om their homes, other .. 'tens o:f•thousallds ~er9'puttiM on 
uniforms and car!'ying the thread of class contact to -all section& e.nd l~era 
of tho United States, The fi.LBion of civilian and mil:ttar;r was beginning, ... 

And in the Arm:r, a.t the same time, _a Teilnes~Jee ccitton picker,. an 
. Oregon cq\'tboy, a Detroit auto worker, a PennSyivan!.a_.Z!liiler,·. a New -York e16v~tor 
:operator >rere training togaph~r in the s~e Ul1it,'. They learned to rely upon 
· .. each 'other for their : .. ~wn '~ili.o~io~:l:~: and fci~ the functs:ating of their nni t. 
Those social OXJ>~rienq~s· the-:· quiokly·.abso~'&?.~! .. Fol' ·~ ~he armed, forceo. . 
were a·mei,Uls of·breaking out· of thdr former. ru't~· of frustration, Acsociation 
with each otheio·'imd''with new'·iiectl.ons and l8;riira'·of· the civilian nopulaticin ka 
opened no" vista~ or eooiBl iiie...\l.~· for' their lives. 'Tbily hi.Lngerell for inori!~· 
They~sought ca&eriy tb lentn.· ...... · ;·r· .... • · · ·.:·: · ·'"--:0~ ::· ... :·· , .. ' .. ·:·.··.~: 

• • . • ' •·! • , •. I •, , • ··.' ., • J. ·I J ~ 

. . ~t 11' on. the on:e }¥!nd'.'tliey were 'learr..ing soci'ai' intelmitioni"'iin~·th~· 
Other, nc": c·aoroiOn·s: · ~1ere iinpQtie(.on them. The· armod,.fq;,-'C:e_s ·Wr#-8 ·exp~.natng · ··. · 
more qa:.~kl,y lihl;W. "iB.s :Proti.b.oti-on. ,· 'Housing,· ClOthing ·a.ud.. e_qti!p'nibUt \'tere·in· ' 
inade~uate·supply·for the needs of the swelling Arm;,. The men.fnced.tho trein
ing progr9lll seriously, ·:e¥ot·• b_ecit.use of· the eqU.ipinent · sh6rtag8B, .. ~ tVeir ofi'ioe.u 
made thenr train. with lll!lke-believe· wenpons, They. >~anted .·f:'ci' i.ct·· as men, 'inn tend 
they w•re being'.ordared ·to 11plcy·· soldier"· lifo:~ .oh11di-all~ ·'They wouldn't have 
•;inded t)le dust and the mud•'ap.d the toii ··ru:.a: t!>e ragirn~ntt.tion it it hRd merint 
something to them, , The sweat .~d mo:ilotc·n;y~ 'beCiune ·too much~ The ·inndett~oy. o:t' 
the town! around 'them to provide the outlets. the'' Ar~ey: 1"¢-lcd to provide oppressed 
them, They wanted to go hoine, ·they >ranted to get Jobb tba~··were opening up tor 
civUians, The;, ~<a.! ted for their ye!l.l' of service to end, They >~ere patient 

··:· ·~nongli' to •iilit for· their 'eighteen· moriths to end iu'ter the ext\Jnsi.on.'had been 
authorized b.-' the ·gbvernmen't ... , ilUt >rhen it appeared '·tliat. thel:r ser\1.0'8 woUld ~~ 
extended indotini tely' their. iio~ti'li ty ni!d resentment . took brl;antiod' !el'i;ireji'albll 
in ·the epontrinoo~a ·eruption:-of·'~htl ·"OHIO" lnoV:ement, They· aid'd' ppilhlii[, ''l.;t' ·'tll\iy 
were pot diao~arged when th~i~';ei;ili~een months ~rare 'up,'· :!'or' ~ ·iii o'ctobef 1~41, 
·tli~i •..tould deuert. · · · · · · · ":'." ·· ·• · ~ : · ... ·-;· 

.'. .• ;.. . ··:·.r~_.:' ':'.~,:: 

· . _In· i~tri~es,· .on' bnrr~Ck;s \mJ.lA,.··~n· .~~d8w~lkB.t w'3_re s:f!r'e~ie~ .~~ '~et~Crr. 
O,H,I,O, .Ov,er .the Hill ,In O~to'b•}'· Th•:t.s.e.rved riotl.ce .. tiJ!<t,,tpay "~r•.:.'4~t· .•. 
playing glllllea, · They served notice· that ~'hay had exhnuet\!it the .sQc!.~ · q~nteilt · 
of the l911()...'4l experien'de. .They served 'notice tho.t they W\lre' not ·~he ·i'ttealh~d 
aold1e1· of' the ·atru>ding Arley' "So often described as .. u·c~rong. back 'nlld 'we!!k t>ind;" 
The;, had had enough, This could never have happened in the old ArJliY', The 
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inf'usion·'O:f the 11orkine, class mi<de it inevitable in the new; 

. . '·.:.· -. 
The "OHI01i ·:mOVement was to break out again on a higher stago :!.n the 

muea demobilization demonstration• after V-J D~. • 
• 'f • • • • 

The bourgeoisie took immediate ~~i;:ci·· ·. If thc~r couldr, 1 t maintain the 
ioolatl:on .of th• Ar~ey, at leaot they SOI!&ht to mainte.in its •tncture. H:.:e 
t~ old Romano who sponsored circuses to appease the 1.1l!!'est of tho mc.sses, tho 
War Department created a military morale branch in the Ar~ey and p11t a general 
in command.. ' , 

The Pressure of the 110HIO" movement wns eased before Pearl Harbor by 
several things, For one, the ditJcharge .. of .men 28 ·and ove:- was authorize~. !.fore 
it.-porte.ntly, the expanded production was beginning to shw rosults. l!oro equip
nont waa beginning to roll ott the lines. BarrackR Were being completed. The 
USO prt'Jgrnm was beginning to reach intO . the smaller centers. l(ore workers were 
go!n~ back to work carrying the messaga of interpenetration further~ v~re me~ 
were; .;,.ni.~ring the .[l.r~ bringing new. life a,nd new experiences. As tho skeleton 
atrueture of the armed forcos was being !illed wi~h life, modifications were 
t~.king nlace and ne'lt forms vera being devised. This was tha prodUct of tho· · 
living intervsntion of men. Old activities took on new meaning. ·nnll the hOstility 
was being modified. ·:•.:·• ..... 

Then came Pearl Harbor. ? 

e) After ~ ~ - The Second !l!l!l:s. 

B;r mid-1942, the· expansion of American· industry ,.,. .. abundantly. evident. 
In the preceding· year it lw.d been comparatively imperoepti'ole, often' times"'•. · 
z:ntch more obvious to the industrial proletariat than to tho onlisted men. '"~he 
workers in the factories and shipyards. the·.fn.r~ere,· ths·.merohant mariria

1 
the 

loncshoremeu, ·the transportation und. conunuu1c8tionii' .ttOz'kers, knew whn.t they· 
·produced, where it was shipped end ePl'roximntely 1~ what ~uantity. This, coo-· 
bined with the shreds of information tthich tricklod 'into the press of gro,·lir..:: 
Lend-Lease aid to Britain, to Russia, the shipments for strenBthening the 
garrisons ahd 1nst8lla.t1ons in the Pacific,:.· all added_ up. and th~y eoulr1, heC;i!l. t:c 

. faal thc;ir ·s1it.t•we and "vheir :ntarnat1onal in£lueil0e.1n the liar. 
- • • I ' 

The enlisted, men: in the. services; on the. oth&r hand, could learn of 
thio phase mainly through their. contact with the ·i;!viL:ti.Ul .. prol&tariat.. Conorete
l.Y, they could appreciate the. gigantic soope of Ani~rf~nn·.procluc~ioll '~.nly in 
terms of. the equipment e.vailabla to· them and· the tasks to whi!)Jo.:.thzy. Hare' 
e.lioigned. In 1941 almo~t the only troops who ooulol see tho eariy ... reeults were 
the primarily professional' garris,ons in' the Pacific. The bulk of the inducted 
troops knew ~nly that their equipment •!"" lru:goly inadequate. 

·By mid-1942 iu1 the troops could oee that the q,;,ti ties were .virtually 
eoundless. ·And. as they began to leave the continental confines and saw the 
enormous instnllations I.Uld supply depots ~·tnblished and in process of being 
established in llorth Africa, Australis., North Ireland, Englllnd, Iceland, the 
concept. of total war was concretely borne home not only ns global warfare, but 
ns tho. interrala.tion of pr<lduct1on, the unity of the civilian and the military. 
Cerrsgidor and »ntBAD end tho loss of Wake Island began to be understood not 
11ldre11' as questiOns of military defe&.t and the loes of Amer!ee.'l live:, lrJ.t a;; 
a queatlon of production. The soldbrs allowed thei1•. undoratMdin;: by calling 
back from tho front for more production from tho civilian proletariat. Tho 
~nduatrinl workers 11hcwed their understanding in the long hour• they t/Orked, 
ln the messngss the)• scribbled to the front on torpedoe• nnd bombs, in shirt 
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pockets,. on the .bodies, of _truck:~--~d planes, .. ~d - of great eignii'ioance - in 
tho unprecedent~ heavy "!'Olumo of'tlail'·pe.anin& betwoon the soldier. and civilian 
to forti~ their closeness. · · 

llut this preesuro pushin& to the :(usion of \he· front and tho civilian 
rear took ple.co td thin the confines of capitalism. At every hand was the 
intervention o£ the bourgeoisie. "as governmental planners, plant managers, 
General Stnff, officers. Above all, !l.t wa-. the. fetter of the capitalist "P-1' 
11hich 1u.oib1tcd the extension of the fusion. Forced apart by the intervonUon 
of cap1tn11Gm, ·the v . .U.iouc sectio.~s of the .. maase~ ..... - military and civilj.an
t.,rera c:~mpelled to und~rgo vast sociAl e~po;,riencee in ru•tificial ueparo.tio1l from 
.,ncb. othor. A separation through which they soaght to b~eak at ev•ry t~n. 

~he civilian wo~kers expreosed.the!r inst!notive uuderstanding:of t~e 
GocializRt.ion of production and the lessons qt vi~lenee ito var-t1me .mMifeet-

. e.tion tau,gi1t, 'by oppoain& the no-etriks pledge. · 
.·. 

·The Soldiers ,·showed a comparable und~rn.t~ding .in a ~ore colitllSed 
1'nshion \!then they opposed strikes. They trNlted mo:'e production in order thG 
more quickly to finish )tith their war activity.!Uld.' return to the civilian. 
manses. 

f) The Organization .21: L~bor in MOdern·· Society 
. . 

''' • ·: ,. f 

'i· · In· a letier .to Eng~J,~ •. JUly?, 186( M.U-x'wrote:' .:•rs thoro w.zywher~ · 
whore our theory that the Ol"ganl:Zation of ).ab~ur is' .!let ermined .Jl:l ~ ~ of 
11roduction is ·Jliore brilliantly coiii'irmed than· in the human slaughter industryi" 

' . ·Marx W..s no paci.ris.t moralist·.' 'H~ didliit .use the phrase "human 
. slaue;hter.iudustry" in o~der· .to coin a ·horrified: met·!':!>hor; He meant preoifloly 
what he said~ industry. Warfare under capitnlism plays a unique .role .in pro
duction. For. one, .it all otis· 'for ·the destl'Uc~iolj _of d\lsolescent. cnpi tal .o:nd for ' 
val1,1e·_ p_ro.ducti~?n on a. ~g~er le~el · t~o~h · the· expBnoron o:r- l\.O:P1"ev1o~~ f~Vol- · 

, ut.ion ln technology, (See the wartims history of Amerioo.n production,)· :!'or 
another,· through imperial ccnqW.at it extracts. rno're aurplus- value by cree.ting.'nw 
prol8to.rians. M_ore imp_ortantly 1 1;111 __ Len-in aRid '1n 1918, internnt~onal · . · . 
imporieJ.ism• a 11.higbly organised milite.ry te'ChniquS ••• ~s h. .r.~al force,~ B. ri~al. 
fortress of _international capital .. ~." (Selected 11'o,!'ks, Vol, Vii, p.?.80). 

. ' .. -' . 
. , : 'The organ1zaticnal form tor· thio pi>ase of production 1s. tho nrmed 

forces, i.otharein .-we must .und~r'ste.nd industr~ and production in 1 ts. profoundest 
Marxian sense ·as' man' a. creative activl:t;r •. ll'e shall ret~n to this lo.ter in· 
the section on "~he Socialization of War." · 

~he . ·revolution i.n l1roduct1of\ 'l(hiO~ occur::od in Anierican 1ri41istry 
around the third decncie of. this centuey .msde ""mi-•tu~omatio ma~hinery' the .' 
~evalent technOlogy of the United,· States. It mlide the .-American worker basic
ally a semi~ skilled WOrker tiiio COuld learn his. tnak:s 1i1 th CCmp!\rnti ve ease and 
therefore ~ecame· es.senti":J.'ly mobile and adnptab.le .• , · 

~is pr~determined the 'basic chnrnqteriatics or the soldier-to-come, 
'bec.Use wti.~, to:ro each' period in which it ocolir;, 'is "aummi"8 up ot tlie poriod 
preceding; It oonsoli!!.nt'ea ai.'l the preced11J6 ·social developments - the tech
nology. the·aooial orgllil~zniiiOn ff'!.'r produot'i~n nnd. tor.pclitie;:- :!.t mobil1Bi:!A 
thPm fer itn own puri,ooseo and shapes them aooording to ita needo. An Troto!cy-
on!.d: tho Army, :particulnriy' tho. Army, "t tiar, "is alwey• a copy -ot ~he oooietr 
1t """voo >lith this difference that• it gives aooinl relatione e. oonoel\trat.,d 
cl-u.a.l't·\,CtG:t.•, carrying their positive Md negative tea.tures to nn extreme." 
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The wartime B.rined· for"ces absorbed 8n entire gon&rB.tion. Fourt0ev 
million men were trair..~d and assigned \'li thout regard - ~cept in rare cr~ues -
to previous apet;:ific experience. j3ut if the-:specific cxpericr.cc!'!' •·rere ignorP,d, 
the basie soc~nl 8}..'per1ence of-' mobil:!. ty of labor nnrl: _ adaptn.biJ i ty to a. variety 
~I .. "taok:s was cf primilry importtinCe. It \'l~s this: and this nlOne, ,.,hi ch d!'~':! 

' forth tho creativity of ~he mon and,. mad• poaai1lle ·the vaat networl<: of &stonl.oh
int; pdrformailce. 

A man coul'd be trmned an4 re-trained a~ 'otten ao needed. l!e could ·oe 
in t"Urn a combat soldier and e. clBrk,_ lLl'l 1-I.P. and a JT".edicr a mechani.c nnd a 
prisOner-of-l·Tar guard. He coUld. b8 t}ent. to service school from two weeks to 
t1·1enty-t>lo .,.nths and come out ll supply~mnn or a pilot. From thl.o ·inexhauotible 

.source of··hwna.n creative _en&rgy,· l'.s Genern.l l.WrQhall wrot~. lito util!!le e. 
rare opportUnit;y, for .securl.X>g outstanding. leaders,. the. War Department has 
eetab;J.l~~ed:S. ae·ries .of officers•: ~a.ndidlite sohoole. '~ ' 

All things beoam~ ''poao1ble. :and moh \ra.s. done. In their "multitudino.ue 
ta.ska. and assignments, enlisted men "transported and :u-.sed und:rearr.ed:-of ouantities 
of the a:o~t hen'(Y moder~;~ eqi>i.P!'e'c:t. Aaphiilt ronde were lnid.in n fe~t dey~ , ' · 
whel"e .fpot-wlir~ llirt:.paths ·.el!'hted before. ·:pulldozers pleered. vi~;:i!l jungles. 

, . Electric.J:igbto Blid.·,adio appeared yhere·only'pil lampe had been. Imponetrablo 
wasteS' 'b.uOWue' supply z.•.,utes. Il4pregn8bte foft~esseD to 'otnggBr · the'im:~ginat.ion 

... were· tilken, to atagger the .i.1110g!nation etil'I' llJOI-"•• · · · · . . . .. . . . . . . '· . .: : 

.. All·this and '1110re; .ths men themsel,es had done' llcting together in· 
unito. The ll\Vsteries ·o:f';prpduction.were unlocl<:ed.~ The man !<:new poo1U.voly' 
thafit. vns their,ltlbor and." their efi'o~t 'l1hich ha\1 ·cnde th~ seemingl•• i"l'osdble 
poeoible. ··.. · · ... . ·· . . · ·... ·! • .' •. . . '. ,. . .. · .. 
a) The· Humenii:atiqn . .2i: the 'Soldier .. , ... 

·. : ~ch znan;~as ~~~···~mb~ctim~nt of n.. tremendO,lB soCial develepmBnt•· In 
the procoos o.f their ac~ivity they lelirnod that com:nuniontiono, logiatica, 
bombardment, nttacl<:, retreat, were nothing but hwn:m activity. All ,.their 
ncnsea were _d.ftveloped to. an· extraordinary degree, They l.enrned the i"ecognition 
of aircri>ft, of tanlcs, .. of ships, of vehl.cles. They lon.rned to recognize by · 
sound thevarioua' elemento of n bombnr~ent. Listen to the bnttle-riccounts of 
veterans, ··Listen to whllt a sailor s.,Yn'atnndiJ18 in the dn!rk nt hts battle 

· ot"tion prior to an nttnoJo::. lis spenl<s of tho silence '!llld the 1<11iting nnd tho 
senuo of po11er cancentrated in the dnrl<:, He spenl<s of the enrth-shllttoring 
ooncuos1on .of aouna when the·· bombardment began. He spenl<o ot the ·•crnCio-crncl<:" . 
of the shl,p 1a f-l.·ve-!nchero·. L•' He speaks of ths "doop, bo~~r~stopping St'O~<l" of 
tho 11 lo1g ·boys, 11 • ,'Llst'en to c.n infantryman deooribing the fso.rtul sibilanco of · 
the :r.otora Of n ttull':: nttack, th~ doublQ !lbooUI11 Of ll_l!l)rtlir

1 
the }1pingll of n 

rifle. And throll(:hollt it Bll tlui ·in!sntrimnn hns t\me .to glvo.l)'ntor to 
""othor mon, or duriug n fero'oiopa !liT 1\ttncl<:,• n phn.rm.•ciot'o mnte h,koa .nd
vontnge of n lllomolntnry branl< in troating the wounded to lo!nl<e .. pitcher of 
lemonade fer tho nntl.-ni,•ornft 'F"sro ndfU' hl.o &tl)..~10n. .. .. . · · 

., 
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Ona of the most striki~g exoM\Plos of the tremendous social dovelo~· 
ment of' the enlisted man is th~., qombnt medic. With only c. io•• l>Onths of. 
training, hn did not only w~.~n~aes in o1v1111Ul honpt tills do but also what 
they p.ra not allol'red to do. His. was one of the mest he.:mrdous ond hardworking 
jobs. He ·advanced. tdth the infa.otry, and \.,rh_ere thG infantryman crawlod, he 
oftentiwes had to walk upr~ght. in complete disregard for his personal safety 
because the lifo of his pR.i;ient ·depeiidad on it. He "'nn roroly core than a 
corporal, yet the lives of· '\'tounde~ .men depended on h!s judgecent. Tho compar ... 
ntively lqw deeth rate of the •mr !IDd the medical marvels performed behind the 
lines Wonld not .hnvo beeri poeai'Dle.,·dthout h!m. He was the firot man to tzoent 
the ~:ounded. He had unhesitatingly to r:take diagnoses Etlld to admir.ister pr.e
Umlnary vital treatoent worki~g at top speed under t~nbol!evnbl~· difticult 
condit1ous. He had to decide which t:10n to let die nnd '\'Thich. lpan t.o treat :first. 
He hnd to knov t1hen to a.d:ninister narcotics, when to administer Jhedic'o.tion· in
ternally, };low to treat a head wound, a chest wound, en abdominal. wound, a spinal 
wound, a spattered or severed limb. ire hnd to admtnhter plctsma, he ,bad to: 
prev.ent in,t~ction, he'had to treat shock. Hie primary coric·ern was tO :comfoi-t 
tho wounde,d .~d. to snve th.em if possible. He was .no graduate nurse/ yet he 
behaved as one~ ··_ae·wa.D no M.,D., yet he be~ved ns One.· ·Alttqugh of£1c1al~y he 
bore no arms, in the latter stages of the Pacific."<U" he frequently hod to double 
e& a ri~a man, He w~g just another G.I. 

-.~ ,. 

·"b) .~ ·coope~C.tive :ri.~~~~,.Q!: 1!l!t Lab~~-l'roe;. •• · ... , . . . 
The. men l~o.rned we:1pona. S.nd tao tics and thcref~>'~ they leal'ned . · 

o trategy, . T)ley knew. what ~es ot <lfms ·,;,d Ulli.ts, ~er~. nsqd 'i" ·various· phases 
:·Qf.]?at.tle, Thsy, theraf~re ·foliow~d ~ii.th nvid. f11teras~; tl)~ "~~folding .•:£. the· . 
"e:i.co'll war, . No llla.tter where. tqey w.ere, t\leir. tre.i.Q,~ng fitted theu for e. coinpr.,.. 
!;on.:on of the total.picture which. in previous wars was lnrsel;~ lit~ited to the 
General. Staff.,, Tljey followed t~ d!'Velopment. of·, tl>e.,o.)"er-all· course of bo.ttle 
not only in. .t.~i-Ziis_ of th:e1:r ~eOpiical ID111 tary unliBrqf.mi.tlir.g, 1'bat alsO- in . te:rJllB 
cf th~ii• iierce innere·at .in the. fat.e ot their. comrtHlA,o -..~ personally kno~m .Or· 
nQt- which. was indissolubly intert•i1ned with th•ir ·deveiopmen~ •. Even in the 
.heat.. of 11 cra~gb~~~~~hese things were· diB~"e~X. -

•• • ~ • • I • 

. .. . . . . . . . ' . . . .· .. • . . . ; ; . 
:Seoau6e they iaiew the totality of their exper~enceo, they kne" their 

soc~al responsibility to Ol\ch other. Each m.'\D knew he depended on ~ther men 
and they depended on.him, Each man knew· that whA.t he.did in one.po.rt •t the 
world'affected men ir. .anotlio~. pn.rt .~1' .t~ .. ~orld. For ench nien to function M. an 
individual. in his routine taeks he hed to.internnlize the. social. experiences of 
all nnd to express. them.. in his indlvidlinl' actions. · !rhio is the .menning of · 
hie mobiiity and adaptability. In this sense, the soldier was nn °all-round" 

=· 
,.. · The 11 all-r~,mdneas• of the •II~isted .;en lfll8 I!IIUt·!U"~atioally exp>:eeoed 

· in li1,1ttle "h~re. their very lives: depended on. each other, . ,Al:t,. their ·c~mprehend:re 
!'hili ties wer.e · co.lled forth nn~ e!!abled .. the.,. to· p_eri'orm. fent.s; of aelt-aacri:tico 
and he~oiam, · Ye.t they .\'es1ated J:>et.g onlled heroes. They .di~. not conalder · 
thomselves ai heroeal.ut merely as men. ciol11g their ~oba; · llut, they did their 
,Jobo as men with e!ICirmous eooial development. Therefore ench lllllll hod 1!! him the 
strength. •.f• tnilllo!!a .• nnd the Job. he did """ a· "he~oicrt Job. . . 

s.l ·!!!! F<!t~ !Jl: Co!Ml!lditiea · 
.. 

. In· the fe.r-retlbh!ng tlux, ff . .i!9dern Vlll'f'n.ro,. w~ere men and :!'nto~iel 
trere used· so lnv1ablf. poaoeaaion.: becn:ao a mec.nin&latus concept.. ~"ho .,:•np4; the 
plo.nea O..'l:i. t!'Jika and ahii>.• nn4.:bliJ.l<l.)•e~ar It vttc fante.Qtic oven to thi~.lo·ln 
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terms of otmarship. A man might soy "my ahl.p" or "lilY plano•· or ""~'~' hammer" o~ 
"lilY &W>"; ho re:t"errri not to .poeseoolon but to the :!Unction of tho obJoct ao 
pnrt of.himself in· tho porformsnoe ot'.'hia aoc1nl BCtivit;y, 'Even the 'bulk of 
porsolial .equipment h!\d this ohsraoter, (iue.rtormaator rogulationn ar'.ifioiall;y 
impooed the' eoncopt-of ownership b;y mnkinc n ~JO reaponoible tor spcoific equip
mont issued to him, llut this we.a. a )looklceeping dev4co, Poraonal equo.pment """ 
exc!nnged, discarded nnd. replaced without ~h more thoyeht to o>merohip. than . 
"lilY" pllllta lmd to .fit, or. "l'lY" shoes hnd to Ji~ .lli~e 11, or "lilY 

11 drawers hl::d,. ·' 
to be size )4. Zlll.Ute.d men """" freed from .t_he :etishisu: of. eommodi.tias, •· · 
f'wner'ship wns .profoundly and palpably s~einl, A man1 s 'worth >filS 110t !l!easuraci. 
b;y hie poaeesaions but b;y how ha roprosentad tho needo ~~d nctivitioa oi the 
social totnllt;y of whioh he was a port. 

. . . 
s> n.,..Jc m Ql!w. ,. ..... _ .. 

In the oamo WFJ3 that oapitnlisui'on the- one haod dis.ciplinas and. . 
develops, ond on the other hend nlienates ~d degrades, the worker 1n civilian 
prJduction, eo tho enlisted "''n >I!'S on the Dne hend disciplined and developed 
and on the other hand eliene.ted and <!egraded b;y.the ·cn~itnlist "!W· _lleonuse. 
of the catnulysJnl.o. chcrnete~·.Of WBr,. ill;'o d~velopcent 'W!U!· gr,\lP..tel' f\l:ld ,· . 
his dogredntion·· end .. t(l. ieQe.tioi> .. s~or·. . · .. 

• . ·. : . ·. . ~ .. .. ,i· ~ _; .. • :._. •.. • _;. ! • ,. : ...... '" \ .. ·.• • .. 

The-soldier e,ttained a .. tremendous oo'eial-llevelo:Pm~nf but .be cb1Ud · 
express·it o~ly in th~· W...rro>r, .. canhnea of th~ Arii\Y. He rec'oll!'iz•!i ·tl>~··overell 
orgonizBtion of .. wh!-ch; he Wfl,11. <;, fundnmill:ltnl :Part ""' tlu!::poe~{\11z,at1<iil.:of la'\>i>r, 
the colleetive· notivit;y of .msil. working together,· l{e re.cognizad· tjmt ·tli,O im- · 
portMCe· of.:t)'!,B sciciBl. tWt~Vitf ii.aa _no~".£n ~~)lP.~ ll!M \~r)<n'.on ~,·th.e S_peoifl.c C 

job he• do-eo ~.·but, i!l:how; ""'~· >J<)Z'k to;;:~ther •. -.Yet· he. wtis f,or_c0j!. ~.o &:ipr.~.as his . 
social awaranosa -111 thin tho limi tat1ous of the ,jqb, he. wrked :on :.. tlie. "i:ir. . ." .. . . . .... . .. . •' :..···· · ...... . 

·:I .• · .. Forcibly ,se~at;ed fro,"! -til• :~<est .of thap,o;p1,1lntion,by tho .wnr >thioh 
aloe. developod him,. ~~ ·.•eJ.iete<j._ .mr.n sought ~o .t.ran'~.mi t ~· !lO"!lY unl•~ho<\ . . . .. 
energi>se.bll<}l;,.to .. tile .hci!"'!.:front :bl' tcld.ng t:•-•P9.ns1~ilit;y_ j<!_r·.:the Arrn:r, nnd lle;vt.~. 
1<~0 .Diakl:ng it_ bl.e :.war. >thi,oh.ho was _fighting fc>; hi"' _c.~:4ilt1'Y, •.. In thl,o M wa.a. · ... 
not I\OG&pt1ng th& li't" on.d docoption- :ot; .bcu,r;;c~iq •,Pat~lots" .• "'.tr.o a;aiat·o;;>Poli'i 
its 1s ·.true·.~ -11:1 thia he ,was s~~'!t! to i!lt"/1'!'1\te ~s s.~c~!ll, ,'"'ti!i ty ;lith thl-t 
of h1~ .. oiviliB11 class l?~qt.l,l~~····, . . . . ... : · ... , .. : ·., . · . . .. . . 
. , At every tUrn he '111"'. ropelle<i. · Even· the totnlHY of the Arrn:r nnd · · 
!lp.v;r. was deu1e!1 hi!ll,: 1>!1~1 tar;y regulations pl'~ecr~bJil., ~)l:':'t_ ol)4y oftlcers are 
Tespondbl~. -',rho· office}''" stood. aa ""m•<1-. ~dili,ha_, p!;.:~~ ·~iil)r' nnd IIBv;y prote9t
ing"the war-, · e.nd· .therefore the co.untr;y, . aglli\"'t. the. "~tr,a~ponpib.le" ~nlisted. · 
man.· ... -.,~; !•· ., .:··: . ..:.- .....•. ·.·• _· ...... ~ ...... . 

·~ : : : . I!· ·• . .. _, . • ':· . . , ·. ~ .. • . : . . ,· ., . , . 
,.: ~ . '::. •.! Ver-/ .-soon ;he knew thnt>· til,o," cffipera, .. roJ>I.:~P¥1l.t~Xl6 1tho Ar1111f· lind the 
llav;y, 11ere of n clas.s· nl~a~,and ·hostile Ja, him ·7\,.n· cla•~- >"hi.~ opprea~l'd )lim, . 
lie had a trsmendoUil. sense of power end competence, yet bl.n power Blld com,Pst·ance 
were con!inad to en nativity ovor whioh he had onl;Y, .. tlJp. most.nsglici~'! cq_ntrol. 
!rhe ver;y use of hie P.bilities was oontrolled b;y 'the' 'O'ff1oeri~rooi SUpre'me.'1!9ad,.ii 
qwu<.to..:s •dow. to the :1!-"CQn~ lieut.wu!'\t.,pnd ·.\he ei)Sit:l\ •. ,. .. , .. , _. 

· :; : .. · ;.T~/·.ni;.t~r\·.-:,,.~i.~~ci'.iii ho.~ti~it~ ~el.nst'.t~i.i'ciril.C.et8, · T!t~r~ ' 
wac no mistolting the olnss character of this nntngor.ialli, · · The "Mcinl d1atino1iion 
of the officers wna Justified onlr b;y r~~. i.e,, and act of Oongroaa, i.e., 
tho direct _intervsntion of the. bourgeoisie ngainot the the onlieted man vin 
their stBte, The men reei$ted, ~ere were mutinous situations dur1~g the 
"""• orts.n aocompanisd b;y violence, in whioh the onliated men l\Ctlng together 
toroed~~neo's~one from the oftio~rs. The enlisted men vent unpunishod in 
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most caeea because the aotiono involved entire Wli ts, llut tho conooasiono 
o!:l'orod only a temporary relief, More t1mo of£, Lli>ro'prlvileges, otc., IU'e 
fine ~t they brought the enlisted men no closer to the completo sooi&\ 
!nte~ration they sough~. ~be 'isolation romtiinad •. On the one bSlld woro the 
enlisted man, on the other hand ,.,ere the off':loers behind 1·rbom stood tb.e 
politicians and the soverament which. was the barrier komping them from the 
rest of' the population. 

.. 
Tho enlisted man sought to reach out w1 th hta n'!W social awueneas to 

embr,co all. of' socio~y yet he <l!ll)'forcod virtually to create a lind ted society 
of his ot~n in isolation - tho soQiety of enlisted men, 

Rebuffed at every .. aide, t.b~. enlisted man t•ithdliew into the CO""'!Ul1ty 
of his kind, If tho men could tAke r~s.ponoib1lh;r· f~r notl:!ng elae, they could 
_take raoponsibility !~r, each. othe.r,, Hence: their intens<f lo)'sl t;r iind comre.d.e
sh1p, Here is. where their esprit .d#l ,!'(>rpa 1a .bRsed -"ilot all i>.atrio~ism to tl>e 
stn.te, but patriotism t.o each ot~er-.:_. :-. .. : ·· · ~·.:_ ··~. · · - · .'.· 

In Per~hingi's .Army, .~~~·~·.:~or~ il~iui~ans of gio>7, of •my c~•mtr:V ·' 
right or '\fl"Ong. 11 FUt the milli"o!}g".D! ·s:old!ere .S!ld." sa_tlt:f!"s '-:J!\0' ;Per±'oi-cee.. ·.sUch 
herculean t.aolc;a d\ll11"G lfo.~:;l,~ .~~ ~I, .(~nght. to>:. ~l!e. 'n;oa.t ·par~, not 'for G~d nn<t 
Countrr, 't!ut to get .home, qUl.c$:, ~·~ ~hos.e :.:w,h~ .. wo,ulc1 quibble abo11t thio tn!<e., 
thai~ .. illfioUltiea to ,the .1111\wpo~able ,bilurgeo~s"pnbli.c!Utli ·.,ho. during the · · ·:· 
wnr barraged :the press ·w~: th CCIIDpl:~nts thl<~ th,f.Aliieric"Ji sol die~· did-not 'la\ov··. 
what: l)e was :fightfng for; · ..... · . · · .. . , .', ·,· '· ... ·.:.· · · ·.. · · 

. . :All., tlui.t. quatained tho me•.• _ot t)i.e :nrmed forces. du.i'iill; the· Yl.!:' ·vaa 
thsir !.n~enaa OODil'adeahip and· th~ de sir• to ·•get''! t. oveli '>rlth;• .,A ioung ~exan, ,. 
wlw was disoharged becBilae hie henH had become impal.rod· iJiccbattl";" suimned ·it ··· 
up admirablFI . 0ll~otluir, .. theJ:'B~~ .. nothii?g_l;k~ .!' ·~t~h .. in;t~e Arm¥· to .. put you 
atrait:ht· op. pa.tr1othm •. I1 m. a.~,.>~!)? bet~~· .. tb~.;~. ~sed to eat: oJ.:l-!1?~•"7•. · .. 
pimples wlian a flag pRas•4 by.e,nd .~Y pl,eye{ th~ ~.tlll'ooSpangled·.-~Sllller, .. ~hey'U:·.: 
hl<ve to do a helluva .lor. bo.tte>: tl!a;n .th<\t •. to''~-~ .!Ill' hein:t g~~·· ~ ttr:pat ~~~.~ · • . .. 
I got thio little white pleas of. pa;ler; the;r.:•M: keep the!.:O fing;· ·llut I'l~; · : 
suro mtss you ~8. 11 " ·· ·· • ·' ·· · , .. 

. ~ • 'I • ., 

· ,!!) · ~ l!nliota4 Mml·~ .the Wor~er . : ('·' . . ,· . . . . . . . ... .. . .. ·:.. ·. . . 

.. The .esprit .de colipp, .. 9f' the:snJf~,t~d _mail ~a.~· .liasea ·ul1?·":' thair 1nteg,. 
ration in the process 'of. their. net! vi ~y !llld ·tijeir hoet111 ty to rlll>k:; · 'But-t ·: 
ti\•.·Qla~er tliay .drew. tcget.h~r, tM'.si,~O.te'i- · a1so grew thi>H• n.eed'f&n'fu~1o2l' .. 
with th~.' civil~ an 1<0rke~:s 6n .t!>e'}lpme :trol)t. who ,si.milnrly' were ·experloncillg :the 
aooin.Uzat!on of thOir labor M4. OO!Uieqi:ientl:v their haightened·nntagonis!ll.fa·i. 
the 'bourfie0i81o •. · .··.. · '.•: :: ·~ ...... . .;· ... ·. · .·;.' ~ •· ::.~ .'•· 

. ~h•. eo=n··~ed ~t .th~ 'milit'ary' to 111111<8 .oonti1<it .ltth'·t~e· home. 
frout,. expressed 1tse1~ personnllY.1n long1118 ,latf;era ·home 1 1n 'tlio noatal~a '· 
which nemod Jungla atraeto "llr.oad~·. n · a11d !soli\ ted spot a 11l11'ool!:lY,, 11 If the 
on.ly way. tho enlisted men coUld 6~ Jlome. ""-~ ·:~. ,.;ark iuir~ .. to 'jjet tho ,.,,u. ovor 
"Hh, then. they would work h!ird anti thiJ.~ 'be'lp JMh other home, .Their ba.ttle
cry was •Leila. get it ~ver. w1.th, ~ and ~hlj~: tutilda. t}!eir energie~ to this .• . : 
task, Their burning desiu to set hil~ V1U1 .110 ·personal ·need but: 1L aoc1a1 no.ed, 
We ahnll denl ,uh thh again. · ·' :·· · .. '"· .. ·· · · ' .. · · ., ' · · · · · · 

. : ~ · ... 1.•!· . ,;. ' 

. ~. de sa N>t 1n ·any· v'l.i' iilipiy' 'thit. i>ke el.nail' 'aolidMlty ot tho ., 
onlintad man and the worker WM e.ut..ma~icolly cona,oioua,. llut '" events ware to 

·. 
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provo, the greater the activity of the enlisted men against the actions ot tho 
governm~n~ se~Arating them from socde~r· the more violent the activity ot tbR 
worki!lg ol:i.sa'ag0.1.nut tll.~ ... l>o,.gqoisie, tho 'more their solidarity was ostBbli,hod 
in the.nctio~s .thelllsolyes.:·. · ~·---··:·.1 : ... ,, :··!•.-:1. ·,.;::,.. · 

, , ~he onlidted ; m~~· we~e . ~o a. til~. ~~~;the 'action.: of ',the ·~vel'hmOA t,, sep
·arding .thetl from tho rest of sobisty, · .. oro the degree that the 'cl'oilinn·•!o"!:or 
appcued. aa p9.rt of thic_ goVernmant, to thS.~ }.i,gre~· .. thA. ~.~t~iitY· wa3·-!U:recv~a. 
ogainst him too. Here lies the anaver. ·to tho· co·ntlule4. expressioi:: of. tr.io ho•t
ility in terms of antagonism against civili'ans'"wM we~s h,a;vinii; 11.1\ ·ea:ey timo of 
1t:n egainst llo-F•s; against strikers. · · ... : ·: : .. · .. 'ff·: · ..... , 
· ·' • :·.In· s:i'mil:ar. !JU!II.U..,.,, the civilian proletarint .tr;o:J.Dj!: to 1ntegrnt• them" 
selvea w-ith the ·.-act1v,HW0.%'1'tll:'e,~ 'ooU4;ht -~o, ¥;l:prov~ produC"tio:i emt:· ·u;;._e!"~l:Y' 
intervene in maintaining: eo~tBct wi~h the :i'~o\1~: ·.The;;. ··oll8ht to tnke raapona-
'1b111ty ~or production. They· we'ril'.:!'otctbly'blo'ck'ed :!'rolll thia by lllllJiegeruen~ · 
behind wJii.ch st'ot$if. tl;le go:vornm•.nt • The)" the'rai'o~e tlreW togethe:'·"l;n shiU"pOning 
'!wstility·.'ae~net· the bo!llig~~iste •.. •Thoy. ro~~e~ed the nc-ot'l'iki p1.'Mgo. Tt:•Y· 
rau...,ted. 'thi> cnpi tbl~st.: )'8r which'' meant ~llor~egea ·and ~~pl'i7,.t.J.ons and oft•n 
personal grief.' ·And l.nsof!": .~ the,'llol.die]:''particir"'-~•d in. t~c · eapitblist 
activity. of war, .. the 'reeeiitmen't' ·,.,a.;· .di.11ent,e\l, ,..ga!ns·~ bim_t'oo; · '' 

.-~(') .... •: - ' ' . . : . ·_'. .· .~ . . . . . ' 

.< ... ··"~·- ·: . , ..... • '!hll'·elil:ieted·ll!<in. froai one sid.e ·~a ~he 'cc1;.1lbn ..dr~er- :rrom the other 
·. '}•' ·. push..A ·~~iiet ill~ capiti>J.fl\t biOok· S;;i>EirfMbt: them; To tii6' 'degra6· tlu\t they . 
· . ;;;' ... were not ·aliJ.f'.~o romo~e-tM>'Ii'l:o~ to t;,hf{t·, dtll:>;'~•Ft_)ley· i>us.~d AE:~.i11ot. <iaoh ot.he,..: 

., ";'.· · Since .thel.r .... lla'tiYe:.ac,t~vity;~uld !\~I> b~J~s.ed. •. 'Unde~ "9.-'l~t~~ism, ~it waa. · . 
:r:, ·neee.es.ary that·· ihoir, <l!ltagonis!" be fu.ead·.~il ·order· to fe~c7o. ~li~s''Mcumulo.ted 

11111.ck of :cnpita"lia"'··· T):!18. 1~- t,¥ .es•e'1P!' <k ~lj_e'' ~~olu.t.+o>;:i'tf.!)i'~~''t 9f the 
wo~ker ·and ·the .. soldie~ to eilf9;e'e .. by,,vi?.l,'!l;C~. ~hei~ . .' drl.~~-,9':c, .a.revb:t\l~io'.'~. 

f:' ., , r: , :~~.~~• z:'1eC~ns~~ct.~.~n ... ,~if 'SOC1~ty: • • . . .''" ~ ";. ·.· .. :;-;··~. _: :.'·': •: ;"; '·.·!~:,_.· I •. -· ... ; ,': ,: :. .• •· • ' 

.. , ........ :. :!,.::. :' .ui'·~d~t ;.;v~l~ti.~~.hi·~~-iz<-;...' r~(.;i.~: fliat::t~!• :fa~ ion io .ne'V'er 
~ : • • • ! : Cq.It~Ple~.i'!r·- ~Camp~ ish«? d. Unt·~~I-'~lle.,~~ng"'~i:=C~ .. ~e~:iet-~n.t'e:f in.- r.'et.i~~. it_C '· -:--,:: 
., .. ,.... .. : :'· d!>l>ermilli\Uon to'.carr;y t)lr,ougl>' to. tho' ~nd .. t!ie· ~..;e~thr~l'. .~f .. t:os >:'11! tng class ": 
·,,~ .... ~ ..... ··>l!!ld' the. ps'tuliltbhmant .oJ:,,.~);Iilt'r',·ow po)ier. · .. Thfpto<>l'llt~1n1;' d<Jeli iio'; '":.it for 

.. , .. ·. ':"J,:.<wll>' ,;et0re 'it :c(., .. li>"l'l''es's 'thie determi'rieti'on;' ···n"'h "'"P'·~Pliuui' •· 1neYit11ble' 
• .:-:·: .:;1ye toim;li Wal- whioll.ie P!fBii1Dii> .. the'proletar1oW·;to this develepll!ent·. · · ··' 

. - . . . .. . . . .. , . .. . 
t> ~· .a iM: ,_;;~;l4 · · · · · .. : ·· · .-.: _,: :'· · ~; ' ·· ..... . .. 

' '' ·--:. . . . . .: ·'. . ' ·. . ' . .. ' .;. . ',-' :1 ··'··· . . 
!!!he driv.e to social fUsion :which )488·: heightened' ,by the total 1mr 

: .• i: ·;!:: :.,, ~ul4 not, ba confined rinl;:> to ... -.-4i:!"~'ircr fllliion, •ri th the natfolio-.1 l:iome front'. ·. 
I ·~·.:: .: .. ":'rh$ tiir.' ieacheB.·of :.t¥ :'121' malie le&;;l",Vtho of.; t.h~.· nat1onal,bo)>ndiuof•• of· 
1.'.::·· ~ "r .. ca:c.~tioii.~~;-' .. ,11!1or~e;.,th~;qni'!ti'te'd ~,w.en,t .he: :rr;,tei;ii'oed',~·evel) whe" there . 
• , .. : ,·.~!:· :.: Wl>;re, r~.s.~r~?t1.one ,ag~ne.~. f~, :Ha·::l!'rnter~hed:'··>tith ·.Auotr~.lieJ>s, llr~Ush, l!'r.enoh, 

"· •·" ....... lt,¥~ans,; G<>t.iDnnai·~"Pil!'"""; Ma1eyans., .e)p. J)lt~ e.e·he·f.e.lthi• ot>l1dar1ty 
i . with tho All1e4'·oo;l,~.r.a, .hO feU• h1s .. !JP~~!larity:with .. ~h,a.l'ar~~·nn• c:r tl1a 
: resisttu1ce movements. . During .. the U.bern~l,.on' of l'nri'~ n !lagro· .soldier snid of 
: ,.: ..... . ::~he l!'rench Pnrtiaouier "I bet there 1en1 t.:ti·.·G.1; hore.whe ~·ul'dri''t help these 

; ..... · .''·· ,,,..,, ,:r;~eople. it' the;( .,;qi,ted ~o. pleim up sood. and teke every.bb,i.~ ·a~er.• · , .. ' 
' ~ ~ ': t:·· .. ,l';'' • '~· ' . !;· .' .. · ;:. ---~ ·~. •• "(::· .. ' .::,.,. ., .. ' . ' ' . ,' .... •• . • 

i. ..... ,. . .. . ; . But t'he,on1,ieted iNiri oould . .ilo",lllo~·~ comple.to hie 1nterntlttonal fusion 

I ,, ··. , ... ~)Jsil.hs.:~oUli!.·:eo.mplete,~oi riatlolllil:fu~Jpil •. ~1>• ~i.\p~t<·lJgt ~so ~ottered hi!'J 
'· " , ., ~.hat he. eou1'd meet_hi.e .caunterplll!t,. 111 .t1ie . .t!I'J'nneoa ll\ld.A,i<.h :Armiee only across 
I' " " : ,,,,. !1-.j!\ID·,..·'·Hd llnl!: .nq o.ot,~'o-i{ ooi!Jp!l8don - .. oft tin ·lie had llntr~d ,;. for the 0 enem;v11 ' 

\ •oldie~. · :But. qui tn;_.fi~.n#f'rr?m 1llls. ti!'bJqqt!v'e oolisc.iouar••~•,: hie obJ~ative 
, lilionnUon reached ih 'liiinrpastt.lexplle.e.si.on·in tM .fnct .,tliht hie end purpose 'tll\ll 
I ' ' ·:, !~ kill er be !tilled by liio 11 ez:em;v~. al:aas briltliln'e. ·We i!.O''i\ot deal here \lith 

!" •... . . :: : .. : :. . . ·::_ ?':.~. ;, .. : '• '(C: : • .- '·· •• . 
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AllY I'""ltist horror• ot killing; wo d~al with the b..,.biU'ic in~e...,entloa at 
int.•metieJ>:U Ct\j'\t3lism &!ld tho need tor ita revolut,nniU';y overthrow. 

,ll, The Post-War.h!:!gd :Bea;i!a 

When V-J Da;y finally forced tho easing of the reotrcinh en tho 
e:nl1stPd men, th~i.r social desires for f'UsJon with ~h~ o!v11~·Wl po)?tl? .. 'l,tion . . 
b::,ke f;U~ of CIJDfinement vith a. world-wid~ ronr. The ld')!~Ion movec:-all~ reappeued 
o~ n h~~~~r rtagB in ·the demobilization demonstrations. It was· no loneer a 
queeticn cf 11eolng over the hill." It wae an orgcnhad.n.ovemont ef the ·A'riHsted 
ru•n to eifec~ their return to tho fullness of cociet}" throw;h tho inta~on'.ten 
cf tho massos themselvon, ~he;y bw-passsd their o!fieero and eddreesed the~
cel\"eo dh·eetl;y to the American public. The;y· forced' their own rllllk-and-i'ile 
co,.itteoo to negotiate .dioeetl;y with the. governmeg,t. It 1e,,significan17 that 
in •••king to stem this movement, the .go·vernment sought .to ·oo'mpel tbo men to 
negotiate via the1~.~auper1or of'floera. •. 

\ . . ~ ' ·. 

Tru;oc were no 'immediate dellal!di the;r wer"e fighting' for. 'The;r: eaid 
"Let • s Go Home I" ·and the;y addressed· " telOGi-IW to il:.J. Tho11111• e.s head of' tbe. 
UAW to help thom, time cBJ.ling upon the ¢vil1an wrkol'S t~ link ·ar.., 14th • 
the"· The;y !'l'O'I'ed ey .tlifa that going home meant .Uch more. than just· ~¥ala . 
apple i;ie" or":done;y1s Ides •. •. They- ropudiate.d the bourge~ie Ar,.,. · Tho7 . · 
liL!-:ad thd.~ demapdS to go .home witb an attllCk upon. t.he officer caote o;r•tem; 
an:~. "" a~tao.lc 11p01;1 ·tl!e mill tar;y penel code. . Th03' ca:J,led f~r .the demo'cra~betion 
Qf t~.l A·r'!my'll tPey .. had nO 'democratic 1ll1is1onB:~bOU;·:~h1s~ They weren1.t .S.S~ 
f >.' ,,,,. :Creed<>m of ·ape.ech ~ tbey b,ad spoken ·fr<iel;r.: enougb during. tbe· wpr.· .•..... 
Thor •ere str1ViM for control over tba o:t:ficers end thereb:y f~ the control··· · 
of t:leir own aeti.vl,t;v; · ' . . .. · · 

' ' 

:aeturned home, the;y bra· ta ahretlo the ai.ti-,.,r~r ·lll!lJltla' hopefully 
prop'U'ed for tbem·bw the l>eurgeoiale,. The;y retuaed.to ba.brll!ed.b;r:the., ·. 
•G.!, :on::. oi Rl.ghts.~·-·VIlerever, tlli;.f .. ~uld'·t'ba;y plunged into the trade 'unions 
e.ri<l. fot.~b.t milt tnntl;y on the p!clt:et l1neo·of, the .post-owe,io ~etrilteoo• · Tbe;r ·tollk:. · 
th•ir wa'' time e;z:perionceo into the te.ctor;y and blended them 111 til tlie . . .. ·: · · · · 
warti"" experiences of the ·.civilian prolet,...iat; .Eacih ·thoreb;y illuminated 1!1114 
e:<per.de<l the other'~ underatanding •.. See tho vete:rani''··CO!lll'ade&hip and loyaltJ' .. 
in tho ahop 14bich tbe;y 'I,Uickl? expand to include oli ·,_f.ll&· workers. See ·~be1r · . 
ter~ci.ous vig!.lalic• ogainst bourgacli lllllllliBement 'W~Ch the;y bran:!. l't' evar;y turn 
as 1dent1 col w1 th the Ari!IY. · · · · ;: 

,-: 

... 

.' .·. 

.. ·:· ·. .• · ... .·.· 

··, . ' 
':·~""l: 

··.j .. , .. 
' .. 

···.·J 
1 
l 
!j 
) 
, I . . . ~-n .... ,I 

::.' '. ... 
. It ,.. tho hish ·d,eve).epment l>t the eocla11..Stion' of' labo;ll lhlring the .. _,.. . '•:·. I 

var that enabled tbe nteran eo eaa1l7 to· tit hillllleli' bad< to. civllian lite and · · ' i 
the bread stream of olaaa otlL'll&Cle, · · . , .· · · ·1· 

!!!he role of the Gorman veterM·ot: World•.llnr 'x ln the riai.· ~t llasiom 
had oreatod a tear ot the veteran aa e. potential for'cia tor :t:aao1em, llut • · · 
fascism arioos only from the ch.teat .ot the >!ti'ldnj(cie.es. It the ,)IOrl<ing,claaa 
were to oufi'er defeat, sections of tha veterl\llo· might well b,come part of ·a!· • 
:l'aecist organization, b11t ao misht · nox>-veteran a eo tiona of 'tho populnti~n ... · · 

:But "" do not look to the detoe.t ot the wo"king clan, ln this 
F••lo~. P'•'·ot''"'•<·rl;v, "" look to its higher radl.calhe.tion. Irl' that. :radical.,. 
~Z\\..-.~ .. ~u ·.-;o ~: .".'1 e~cct the veterane. to ·he1.p P,'.!!!h· ths' movem!nt forward. to n 
groa•er conooiouaneso of its social deot1n;y. · 
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.11) lhl! .l!luw! Veteran . . 

Outoido of tho factor,y the veterano exprooaod their hootilit~ to 
bourcoois rt\lo in other w~e. The:.-· revolted in Athoria, Tonnoaaee and in 
l'"':·t•ckot, ·RhOde Island. They organhod armod guardo' to escort share-croppors 
to tho polls in Al'kalisaa. They fotlf,ht in Mink Slide, Tenneeeoe. 

See. ~he concentration of aociol development and hostility in the 
llegro veterani.. Doubl;1 opproseed by the Al'my they 11cro doubly orgallized. 
~hey Undervent e.n ~1.ntenae harden!.tlg proc~as in the Arr,w a~d were gt van an 
enor100Us courage to fight. ~h&ir oppositloll to bourgec:to rule we.;• mora (JVert. 
In the few inata.nc8S where :Negro outfits were formed l'or cocbat, 1.::3y made 
ne1 ther the· out.etanding combat racord of the Nioei n; 7' :1. t"ecord ec:-.. ::mro.ble ,.11th 
thali o·t the bulk of the white eocbat troops. Thry. \."e~"f-lliJ l!:-:"':· n~::.J.o, no leas 

·brave, :But the;, "ere more miUtontly determined nn 7•;· •'i'ight.ll:ce holl" ror 
,~·Al•my of existing Amer'i.can soe~e.ty. In their o~1n :l ·::.ta, on c.~ vther h,.Dnd, 
·WJ.tli·a.beolute disregard for pe~s?nal;."sc.fety, t1lq-r 11 :t·c·:...--''".. lU.e l1ell '1 o.go.inst 
the Jim Crott of the Army·. ":• IT,. . 

They re-enli:sted for occupation duty e.ftc!' <::·.-: \·:.:.::- ~., a,~ch numbo,..a 
that the Al'my bolted their assignment to Ger~·. T<·' ~ 11as n ... ,,.. ~ald """'''""" 
iC:b: 6t their- rejection of' American bourgeois rule ,._1 ·:. :.hair dc.~.:ci'llllnr.tion- 1<•.' 

. .. eociol intairation.'. ··on the o~ hiUI!i they raje_cted t"-clr oppreo>\mt by 
·· ·; · ~· AMeriCan bourgeoiS_ soCiety '.1n:·.1'o.v0r ·of the\i- grenle:.· nc.cial eG."·)..:': '~. · t•l!!~~~~ 

·'·:rOreign-na:tionsiQ ~.irtootid-.. .-. Otr"th9 other -har1d they I'~.;-·~-· ted Ain:'+ .. : .. :, ·.j..,.-~:~,·~1~ 
societY ;.Fher·e they· Lcivc ·no hope ·for meaningful em~_; .J/:;.:,nt • . : .' . .. ' . ' . 

. ,; :,.· .. : :Btit:,the bulk·of',.th~ D'eg,;o Soldie:.. .. s went-hov.e to fight. !'th._,y hc.d m 
.•. 

1 
·' · :!uun1one ._about ''cien;,icraoy eltlle'r in the North or in .the. South •. ·llo~uhern 

l!'ogr~ so~d~ere :z:q1iJ:ir!f<U1lorth t.o fight. Southern llag;"ci .sold~i>rs .:r.tu~ned South · · 
to. fight, · · · ·· :· · . .-, ,. :. . · · · 

· · ~ '· , E:.y'en .. ."'Qe:fore hia diochnrge, the N'egl"t) sOidie.r hn.d .effected ·B 
conectoua ·tuai'orl '.>iitlHih.,..,ivUian Negro. '<bore""" on· intsne" react1~n of 
the' •ntfre· Negioci· population 'o;.Jim Orov :1n tile Army. The;y ·:,.;te it one -~:r" the: 
:!'cool pointe in tho l!nrloi!l demcinstraUon·of'l94J;· and 1n 1nr.umerP.ble leoe · 

"-' '" ··; cl:ramatic il,E>mon~triltioltR :froiD 1941 on.· .-.· The pos~wor t>oriod •bite Widened ond .. 
. +;.cfeeJ:tCnad 'tllitf'adtivB flini"tln-.:· It ia A- hie~ stae~~ of deVelopme:lt ·::::d. -i:ldicn.tas · .,,_ .. "(· _.,.,~lill&t .the 'ooo1·e 'motai!!~nt' ·for rud.;'n is puohing tq ~tabl1sh· for the Al!iericnn. 

mao sea -as a ·w])ole;·-' ·· .. : ·· ;·: :· · ··· ·· ·'·' :: ..... ·· · 

. : 

. : ...... , ·-···:. . ::-· ·.-~ ~. .: .. ~~:: 

. y. · llourti~~io, Mi11 t~-· P~~fcy~_ 

We have: shown; · in tlu!. totelity ot I!IOdarn ,i,;,.;: how th«··•''r<· ... '"~" of 
tiE st!llldilig Army ie vastly d1luteii'i) by. the· inrusion of the .,.~;.;- . •J ,,,s . 
into the ..rmod f'oroee; 2) .l!Y ·the. pressure of the axpc.nded milH;:t"·· 'o :au a . 
w1 th the oi vi lion ranlte; ,snq J) 1>y the necesai t;, of the run.sses t • \ll.~ O\'O" the 
armed forces . . for the seiZure of pot;er. · · .. 

~o the degree that the military fUses with the civ111on, . to ~~~t 
degree does it move to becoming the revolut1on..ry Al'my of the r.none• ,h; ch to 
violently hostile to the atand1ng Al'my, It 1s for this rell.llon tl~•t tho 
capitelists face war with such roluotanoe to~ - the~· cannot kr'"" whitt the 
outQ>I!III. will be. .. , . 

,,., · 'Lenin w1tea in J!.!iJ.1a ~ Revolution: "A ntl\te h tormod, a r,e.,ia:. 
power 1a orOated in the form of special bodies of nrmad· 1.:1an, nnd every rev
elution, 1>y ehattering _the· a tate apparatus, demonetr!\tea to us how th~ ru:-..1:~g 
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claoa ains··o.t thorea'tor..t1on of tho special bodies' ot nrmed men at lli oel"Tice, 
and ho\\" tho oppreased c:e.sa t!"ies to. create a ne~1 orr~..c 1 :m.tion ·of thia· kind, 
capable o1' ee1•ving not the exploitera, but the e~::.;o:l·.~ 'n.J~.n 

During the period of its strength, the bourgeoisie appoered to opeek 
for all of coclety end could thersfore take hold of tha revolutionnry fuoion of 
thO Army 'wioh the nui•seo anii turn 'it· to its :~~n purpoaes. , j!ut ,no· aoonor did tho 
inherent contra6ictions of capitalism''. ·manit'~ot ,thsmo.~lv'as,' than the bour-, 
;;ecioio nought tho cotllbliohmol)~ ·or n stendl:ri;;'.llrmy ~i) order ,to impooe, so 
far ao it could., its ·otructu,re upc.n the IU'mi!d organhat~on,of '~he population. 
Although CflJ>italism hms still retainecl its hold on aoc~ety, ·.the'.contradictions 
bet>teon the popul11tion nnd the strueture of the capHalist Arm:~ has affected the 
very structure 1 tself'. .

1 
• • ....... . 

•· .l!) ~ Stnrli!.!Js '&:!!11!: liM 'iihe l·lUitin · '. 
. "' ' ' ' ' . .. . . . . ' ~: . . . .. 

Traditionally, the united "stat' eo hno"had a very 'small 'otending Army -
just large enOUgh to carey the b~eio outline~ of CaP,italiot structure. In all 
Its W!U'D ·Ullti:li l66t- ena:·tllfire: Were'.lnan;v, · o.li.e'):~e'r .'ot V~ to ev_eey. three 70t.l'8 

'"!"·peace ·in ·tlie · a.wegate .; .the· Un!teil:".Statea' a~ IU'Ilis ,,~q;,; .repr,~sented' almost . 
'C:telueive>l~ by miliUaa. !!'he population tool<'.its rip.eji_:;;:et th~ \rolls, 'shoul· 

"dered· them, formed: into iDiUt'i.ascanllowont off' to f~ght. oi.J>Il.·.:id'!.•the """· 
Although ·itltiny· men foiighi; throughout .the W..r; the7 .,~re .. e_o~t.ecf.only· to sll!>l't 
terms of: ""rvt"~ -· thirt~' _d'Br,s, Bi'S~Y; !ia;fa; ni!'ot!' ~~- :'. :';· .'-.: 

•• • •• • •\> ' • • ,. • • • . ~- . • • 

!!'he Civil·Wtir was tren•U~onal for thl.e pountey. 'lhe1'e trere still 
shOrt· hrma of service, lnit ·there' wtis''~~.;, "tor the fi_rst. time. n· maos eonscdpt
ion end en offie1Lil extension •of the term .of service. 

' ·-. . . ., .... ·: ......... ~ ~ ~ ·. : . -.. . . . .... . ····. . .. ' . 
• ·. After· each··war, prdf.eli~iol(al 'o!ficsra fllld. bourgeo1a militery··theor1sto 

:clamored for a-l~ger stendi!ig'Ar.'!';l'~ .. A.s ··teohno~ogy developed;. they ·1nslstsd 
' that. inllitias' ,;.;;.,; not: e.!lequati>. :!'.;,.' th~ ·: task' 'that. :jlrOf es.ai~liP,l ·training . ..,.. . 

- . h·~adea.~.: · :SUt-·A.o· ttlofui01o€f· dSvelope!l the c0.p1 tal1-.l!.t, .. eollt_?ad1et1uno g?e~-~ 'tsbarpet-, 
· What ~h~ mili t.i>.flsti: 1irere'''~eyi;,g. ':' !ar-algh$ed bQ~geoie: 'tha-t tllay nre • """ · · 

thmt.the· d"t':reo to whioh'th~ militiB&,.i,e.·, the populntion, oould be rel~ed 
upon Was no lons:er:'.c·erttdJi M~ t!w.t strOnger .·:;:3nri\!ro :cf- cen-tre'-- wGro -naadad • 

. ·.lfars. are·.'not '" ·que\.;tion·'.ot mi.+~tfut;t~cbnol:~gy :but. or sociial:'mobllization, .. 
"The aekno>tle4i!o'!';eupiji:1o~ '!'u;t'!;,l·•:· .. skill ' :ot the.Sou~J:I eould:not· .. · · · 

:".withstand :tho''revaiuUonary 'IDObil~~atioi);Of th.a Negroe.s fUid. tho: Northern 
. . . ·wo•·kors .. undor the colors at ·the ·t;nion, T!iia· vary tact hastened the trend 
· , towards tits strengthenfng of the st~ridij,g'ArJD¥..: · · · · 

. ~ : . . ! .. . ... ' . ' :l - ·_- '• 

• :ll)· .~ Drivo .fu llilit,U.h!!t!:on• · 
·.' .. '•· .. . . . .: .. ,·' 

' ' ' I 

Writing in 1944, a· military historiM like Fletcher PrFLtt could oi.y 
thAt the t1nite_d .Stnteo ~t _ru.v~··,':' .J;m,-ge, l)j.ghly· sl<Uled; professional Ar'fiil(. 
The frontiersmnn, he sots·, could· ·tsk~ h:l.s 'rifi• trom the wall,~ .but "ho con 
taken B-29 !rom the Ynll •. What the bourgso1a~e ·OanQQt' undoratand·-·end io in 
deP.thly tear of - ia thllt 'the frontiers-.' s .li.c.t .. "'"~ ·a: sooial-aot, at· a oert.iin 
stnso of development.: ~·.do¥. the, ·li~29;,·,.s ~he ato!Di.ci.'liomb, is .t.he product of·. 

· can'• sooiol activitY> ··social' mnn,.· to cnrry the. fil"~"jlhor: further., ctm· take hta 
_,oo',!\l: »-29 from .hi• eo'ctsi' "1>li, · but he: ·will· not d~ this . fo1' · oapi talism; he 

. '. t•ill do i r. o:lll', for the revolution.· Therefere the. ~vernment ia calli"€ for· an 
i .. w;· d' ·.,ell over a 'million men·~ whibh it hae 'troubie roia!ng. It therefore 11 
t<"ni·v.; or.oa nsoin to univa~sal m~li~l\1'1· trnining. ·:By th1•~ ·the bourgeoisie 
an.'!ou;,ceo ·that :they nre in a hopeless cria1s. '':.'he;v om:not !lolp ·thomnelves, · · 
They nitlst' tnemee~v.eo. :1'ip ·away tho ~np_illn~1on · wh;1 th ,wh1Qh .\!loy havo so·"Sht • tiJ • 

· ahiol!l. 111lo o~:r~· trom the interpenetration ot the mwoee, A million men o1111not 

12(,}.') .... 
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be 1naulatod, Aga1nst themselves, the bourgeohie. must dilute their Ar1T11/ 'by 
e:tpiUlsion !llld put it in dangor at· every turn of 'beil>g ongulfed and swept a'fl8¥ 
by the revol1tt1oD!ll'Y A1:f!iy Of .the J}\'ole,tariat, 

Vi, The· Wnr'time Stnte: · 

. I:f the Ariilll in general h representatiye of the State, in total war 
it dominate• the State, . This expands the. m~l\ll111&. of ClauAewHz 1 s of1;-~epeat•d 
pbrnse tbo.t ,.,ar ie no:J.itic.s c~ried on by.o_l:h~r.~eilns~ To- put it more prdcisely, 
the wa.rticEt S~nt'3 1'\tcrvane~r. directly .'-.ntl!--1':~!7 act~Vity. of the population: 
production, !li'ilt1•1but1~n; lcbor ·sUpJll1 1 t.'!'tPt-, Thp .. il~!'~ifionti?n of production 
takes pla'~eu ·. .;, :.. ·,:1 ,•·i::'!·~ :·: :~.;._.,·· · 

r •· \ • •· r • ' .:: ·:.i '!,: ~ :,. ,. • -: : · 

The owosito of tho eocl!t4~:a~~a,of,.;ii\!;.~J'! t~tol >rnr, 1s the 
militarize.tion of oociety - tho etatifiont1on _of: 'society,'· Rooting its role 
1n production on its iremend"Ua urmod might, ~h~ ~~yit~liGt Stctc intrude: it: 
power into ovory phase of buman 11 ving. , , . , . 

·:' 

" .: Nor 1o actUJl1.(fti!:IIMng .~ae&'l:!'Bar,;y j)~~RJ'!l ~b.~ I (\tate can become n ..... 
war St.nte, We ue not" t-ea3.i11g· hl>r,~ 1·!/-.th ~!'r .!'?.-11111lf!.1.~ · . .Us~iJICtion bet;.,;,.,.. 
"incidents• e.nd war. l!m:l.'ller~IJ~~DY .• ·I!'<>scist 'It~-ly,.,iljilite.riat Japnb,- '\1ere: ·;, 
>rar Stal\fla.·with war e'conom1Erll•·-· Jlo~a.,;elt, i>.'i!.'~re:.}!~·-!'!,; 19,37, """ aecWIJ>d of 
introducing a war -econo~ey-~ !l!bflra.e .dl.q no_t, !f1S!'; .fr'P,~ ,t.~ ,~porndi.o .~mod • 
conflic~~- w!d:ch rippled the world, but ~m .~¥ )!O)'l~ ·:q:r:,i~~· -o~ ·cnpitnliem. 
which resu'lted in ths cC!li1'11ct~ -~h1·"ll·-••_n'{o<t:~.bi'.l,.~~~-):\~~~d -'~~~~r,t:!.o~• 

, .. :r , •. _ ,. ~ , - • • •• 1 •. , • 

A pas saga from Engel 1 o letter to Marx, · J!l!iue.i\1 '?.,I8,56,' .will . 

ill~~~~ ~~~1 ::. . . : ; ~ ~: .. ~;~ :·. ~ ~·::·. ·~ 1' ;:~ ..... :. -=~--~:llt:_'"· ~-· ·_· ..... ~ ~_:;_ 
. "Among other things I. am, ii-Ow >ie.ndl,ug. Ol~fliewii•: on wnr; A strauge 

,;ay of ph1loeophizing but very good on his sub,fe'ct,. · Td t.he qUestion. whether 
war shbill'a'l>" Ueliblli'•an 81't .. C>l', a so~~ll!'e,,.t.lj~ f"!l!l_W,er given ,is thnt war is :moat 
like· trli<le'.' .'·~ll.t:I;Jog .io ,_to war_, wOO,t .ci;u;J:i.;~n,:J:.b.:"to 'trrule, .·for ho~re~r it . · 
""'l be neoeslfery' ·frir •it .ea.tuaJ.1y. to .o,cour, ,cl\l.e~l!1,"ng 1s d1r•oted tot~arda ·l.t .. 
and~trVtsiit'u'w.ly:1~~w~ .tak:ii';iilaca:all .. ~~-=~-O;ilS.~e 'dec!.:!ve. 0 ··· .. : .: . '· 

.! .. .... .. • •. ;;.' ~J-' • • •. '".: •• ·• • .. :·: •• ;.";!;1~ •.· .. ·. . • -' 
•·: 'In'ite eJ»clu4.·.Cirh~a ;9BP1taliam le"41! ,!'n~vl.tably to W!!Z; in prep- : 

nrn'iiion•for ·whioh' tM'~S,4't9 .liii.J.Dt·.~~t~wana~~o ·be;.~ yll- of aO::Lcty-1 G raaouroas · 
to the ineiH.tab:Le'violent.!lll.l:bl,l.r•~ .. ~lu:.t ,seeko to .. fesolve. tho. contz:Bdiotions. 
ln ·the permanent·· orifiia of• lllQ!ierJ!'.c oq>ltal~a;,;; todilf in. 'l-to deo.th ilgony, .the, ' 
furious pressurlta of ito cont~{'diotioas ·CI!DilOt,)le oo!lthined, The dUality· of' 
State and ':reVblution beco111ep refined to. itlar ohd.''rev6lution; · lt 1u thus · 
that """' is the key to rov~lution."' .. I; ,1:~ ~~ii' t~t ~ljurx called \IN' the 
midwife for the b!.rth of a ne>r society, .It i's !n' this drive to--·wu th.'l.t ' . 
fusion is prepared, · 

· .. · .· .: - ··m;., 'R@volutiM~~tt Militnry Policy 
'I ; •·• I , • • , .: :-. 1 

·~.",j, I.a. a· revolut'i.qn~ mOde.· of .. tl>oi,IBht., It· dnei not need lo.b
oratory.:.p.a-e· epeoimena before-,.i t,:can mclt.. ,i.to P~aee nnd :orient' 1 to strategy. 
l!oca,.Oe'iii•.'besra ill mind alvs;y11 th~·••?fol.ution'ary goal nnd thO sooinliot 
"oonoit..UOt1o11· of'' aoe!ety,. it Call .ae&:~l\e coilaQctiiill bet1·toen:npr111rent centre
dictions end the 'd1aun1 ty ·in owsrent · unUy', 'And it CM ·•;,·ee the diaharttony ;." '·' 
><bich ..U.t '1ll'Eov11t)lb:J.7-,~hnt'hr ,·th~ ai>~nt ,barmony. wi1i 'Viol'Bnoe~ 

• " • • 
0 ;'! :•:'1' '•1 : ~ '· .,,. . o ,. ·, 'p: 

0 
• • I : , :' • j-. · 

·' .. , ·rt-"WW!i thie':meth!>4{that :..n.aille4lfllr=. to'·oey tb!it .1\i >!@and in 
Arml.eo, 'lldvll!looi toke ,plBc•·.l!t1'~ra _t)je~.;o~~~ ~l!.'.the.;:O:ti 'of 'aooiet;v. He was 
d.ol\l11!(! v!:th· the 's'!'flQ]. '""!l.'gieo. ot 111111!. ~~~:J;e~ed by ,... 'Gnd· the ·drive to ttar · 

~ ,,. ·,,·· .... • .·•·1.': •• .:· 'o1 ,, · •J.::,~· .:.·~, ··· . · · 
,• '!I 'l i!•J"~f . ., '~!'! .•."1 , ,I .~. J"" 

.:·,. ~ 'J. 
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'''"'- expros~ed in tile armi~e aa p&rt· of •••iot;r; Uan'e act1'rit7, tor ·Marx, vu· 
tho 11•n•r"t1"e terce, l!ourgeoh milit1117 theor1eto ar~ avart> o! thh. !>hi1Do~~~e110n 
o! ad:rancec ariol.ng trom war, but blinded b;r thoir olaaa, war aa auoh - ~t· · : . · 
man'• acti"Vity • beoomoo tor thea the· generative !orce, 

Lenin knew that vera aro dootl.'Uct1"Vo, But he knonr also thot mil1tn:-y 
dooioions o! a. 'Violent charru:ter era i:portant in the trend'ol'maUon ot oo.cio~y. 
Ho thorot~re poaed wnr 1D i h reYolutiona.cy oontext aa tho ::o"d to ooc1a11st 
reconstruction, Pott;r-bourgeois pacl!iots eee only the destruction, thoy can 
therefore only troep about ita horror. · 

Lenin oonld pooe war thwl becauae h<o tholl&ht alve;1a in terme at tho 
::e;:!.~ !e!"'~~s ~I'~!)~in; tl= t-=i~n !!Z the Ai'.my 1t1 th tlle .iiiaiiHii uader- proletarian 
control. lie tmtohed tho eocialhatf.on ot labor at war and he t>"nced tho dovelot>
""'Dt i.t e~gendered in the civllian and lllil1ta.cy aectione of the """'"""· He ... ,
tho obJ~ctive moVODIOil~ and knew the obJeotiYe ODd • l'BTOlut!onerr Violence, 
Ho ~erei'ore :?Osed the "democratic fuoion• o£ the Ar~ with the mr.esas, 
confident that tho social soU had been prepared fer the j!l'D11th of the 
revolutiona.r;r U"Vo StatificatioD o! production, a• ... have deocribed i.t 1n 
"!!'he 'tertima Stnte, • oa.rriea thio proceaa to a. hish pitch of deYelOjlment, . 

It vas mth tho reYOlutionary conception in ml.nd that .'l'rotalcy 1n 
· the !!'ranoi t1o!!!!l Pt'ogram of 19)8, propoaa4 1(8V'OluUonn17 J>Olio:r lri. th relation· 
to tm .&rll\Y. 1f1th pre>1'ound concretBDesa he pl"Cpoaed BW>h elegens tba~ · 
on..· 4;,1~ ~1anoea or the lllalleeo could be Unked to tho revolutionerr ·.· ,,, 
porapeothe of !usion <>f the workers with,'the oeldiers. 

Loader ot the Bed .&rD!V, 'l!rotall:;r knelt "" tw mOD could, of tho' power 
w1 th which both tho factory vorkera and the llt'lldiera could. be end<Jvad by their 

· tuaion, Ko l::netr or tho drive o! ~e ma.ssea 'UDder ae.pi tal ism in decny .to f\ioe 
their energi••• He !<:Dew that tho r:wolutio!ll'.ry AJ'IIV sro>~s :!'rom tho tueion .of 
tha mti:tta...7 ilith ~ha o1rll!~. Ha &ought. thsra1'ora tv liz;k than; t'l'OI!i the · 
Yery a tart. 

& oought aloe, with his progrBm ,. to combat the pett)'-bflurgaoio nnti
militariom vhich had aeeped into tho Am~ican party l!lld hod devcte.d wch ot' 
1 ta nnti-war 1161 t"t1on to the •brutalhntion of tho eolcUer• and tho •tr.Scist 
charae\'er Of tho' Umy, ft . !!'he claos Charaoter Of the holitili t)' Of the Allle~lcan 
,..;eoee to the a tanding Army could D§t be elicl ted: on ihe bnaio tbt,t tl10 .&rrq 
transformed tho sol.c11er into 11 •delmmanhsd hnlk, n It wne the procieao of the 
tranofort>at1on of tho standing Ar~ itsel! that· he va.tched , ·aild could thor.,. 
fore peae the reYOlutioni>r;r conse'l)lSr.cea of cnpltal1am1 s drive to ml.l1t11Z't,at1on, · 

!!lL. The Revgl.#ionorv P&t;v 

!!'he accumulatloD of hostility a.nd ~ atr1vlng cenn,t be reproaaed. 
Eve~h1ng la uder 'l)l8oi1on toda¥. All Yeluea nre boing oubJ~oted to clnao 
oorutt~, ':he bourseo1s1e oan otter no Msvers, trndlanutecl. le!Ldera ere 110 
longer undioputed, 01d'leaderah1pe are being diecred!ted encl. new lee.derehipt 
..N 11o1ng formed. !!'he queationl.ng nnd ·akeptloile are ao strong tbnt chni18e 1a 
inevitable, !!'he WlleBBbing of the·· energies nDd the Ylol•nQ• Qf ell aoot1o"" et. 
the population to being prepared. Class et~e i• becom!.ns oln~e vertara, · 
Look at ths eompetenoe and power of th<o aixt;r thounrwd ll'ord wor1care at 111\'er 
Rouge who 1~ do~m their tooll a.nd. Vlllk oft \he job oonf'ldant tilnt their atrlke 
ha• a truck: n blow nt nll ot oapltnllet prcduotion, Ooiii)'VU'e thio ,,t th tho ao"'" 
f1dent paver of tho oombnt aolcUer, See in lt the oomb1natlon of. mlllt!ll',Y nDd 
o1vtl1an aot1v1t;r, · ' 
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~he re~olutioniU'y -party _1i"\~\~r.ra1 stau ,ot tha re-roluU~ ):t 
puto the ~tnmp ·or. the proletiU'iat on the 1'....,1ut1onaey fl1.11lon. of tha At~. .· . , 
with tlio mi!Jisee, It i.o therefore only 'on the :baaia or unds~etanding the pro~9ae.' 
of: :t'usion !hnt the part;v can ma!:e mllltai'i polloy. 

Tho l'rMeao la still ln ita embryonic stage, but the foroea are ""viii£ 
Md tho next atat:e is being prepared, !t vould· be a tuu"""'ental mlaCaka to seo · 
ln the tl!ill tary queutl~n oul;y the problem• of readjustmout ~f •M vet""ru>s or 
the demobiliz~>tlo:> of the ooldiero, We 11111~t underatnnd wh;r the eolC:-tore cow. 
and hov th~y como to the revolution. ~he very problems o! tae state, of power, 
of the developrnsnt of the maaaeo are involved. 

Trotelcy1o w~da bear much repetition: 

"It wa..<:; the October B.evolut1on that wna iiTfr~ colled. upon .o.ot oiil;r 
to rastore the act1ve-revolut1ona17 attitude toward w::!" "ll6att!.'ns, but also 
to turn tho apearhead of.milltnrlam prnoticelly agoinot the ruling claus. Tho 
world.revolutlon will corry thls wcrk to ·the end." 
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· · , r.ur intorim poriod is ovor, l!ullotin ~a, 12 is our bat, !!his week: 
\u;t ~g .. into tho s.lt.P. 

. ~~ ' 

lio havo v"luod this o!(!lorionco, Jlut 111 th tho samo DD6ornoss that tho 
-.f:~q~~dos hava grnapod tho ~pportunity to o;.qJror.a n.nd develop our JIOliticol. ideas. 

,J!o;th,o',tondo~oy is,nou onr,or to on~or tho, S,\1,P and begin a now r.haso of uorko. 
<. 

lilt!·~ thso oie;ht 'uooka, far from losl.nj: momborship. (tho inovi tnblo 
fnto of .smcl.J. minorities in our position), uo hnV¢ nddod to our porsonnol, 11o 
o~oct to h~vo incroasod tho forcos of tho .s,rr,P; by n total. ot over ninot7 
~ombor::;, youth, ate. ~harD nro .clooo sympa.tliiz:ors ,-,ho, ~.jo t.ro confidont, will 
follOtr ua in ~u~ cauroo. 

Thoro have boon tuo pr01'~o'us splits in tho mavomO!lt cl.u1-ing tho lia~t 
;o riad, 

·, .•. 

In 19~0 l!h:o.t bocDI!Io. tho .;;,p sp11t.from tho s.rr,P, T]1d taction fight 
lasted for rnonthc. Th!>rO Ttoro hundreds of oppositi'onioto •. They had' a long· 
l1s"t Of lOadl1rs, ·:rnr Yo~rs" :::IIJIIlbOI'B" of NO.timel and Pol1 ttCtll· committoos •. UhB.t 

· M.d. th•.J:r put o11t 11ith thoir porspaotl.vo of b\11ld1ng n partY? A f0t1 daoumilnts. 
No_t· o:io o'f thcr.n rcmulns. tod.oy., ·not ono, tlio.t tho fl.?. wo'uld. dnrC to ropi-1ll't. . ' ' ' 

, .. In oicht \'lOOks, SiX dO,Z<Jll Of Us hr~VO pr0CJ.11ood OnO OOm]io).onsiVO ljllll],;;_, 
:ysis of. tho politico-or~;on~zo.tiolltll question· in tho 'unitod States · fQ:/ inavonii>ltt 
rr.on~.!ll:c · {tho Dalonco Shoot)l a co lid nm-.J.:ysis o:f tho i!L ornntianai ·s1 ti'LC.tion.·· · · . 

. . end' tho ·intornttt.iCmul luOvOaozit. (!iilio. Iri.vadiiu% Socicl:i.st. soOiot:v) for tho' . 
Md' ur.rty nnrinli!'"Yo \jo ·h..~vo"o.n tho ·prciss B t>OilT;ihlct on tho iAot'!.erm· ,;~:rt\:t8,.d.~~·i.;\; 

"1n ·prnductlon,' tho lo.rgor pnrt, of.uhiCh 1a ur~tton bY a ttorl<or,· ~'liis i 
ad for tho 17Drkors in <'.C.CO~doncO 171 th certain ideas. TID h!lVO long holdo 

,. of ilo lid ".rticles b:y m.MY comrades hi thorta .unkno11n huve appoorod in tho 
.. otin. ·. · :rrn have da:uonstr~tod··~~t · .t~oro is ·a. -Publio for .tbv untl~Ul\13lt\toa. unpu~ 
l1ohod "'arks of Marx •. \To have roi>rintod a ,otuinbor of .our ,proviouo publtcations. 

·. \7o.·:hri.v.o aoOzl.to ·it :thB.t our ideas "rOaoiVQd.adcqu.ato ropro.Bcntt'.ticin·r..mong oUr···~·_.·.
frionds. ubrond.- t:o.haVo mnintaincd .un or~aniznt1o.n, r~a.r m0ot1rigs., .ad~ . , :· 
ntion, d1scusli1ons0 distr1btitions, sal~s oontncta and octivitioo uith tho S,l1•P•'·· 
'\io h::ivo ~d ·no nangoJ.s.n \1o hc.vo· raised. ·th·a rnorioy oul-riolvos. '·Tho co.ucus b:ls ~" · 
,discovcr~d in, itself .tl'iooroticul end orgon1zat1o!iol r~nourcos of ,hioh it nns 
itself auaro. ! Tho solid.Ority, th3 dovOt1ol1, tho: lnornio hrivo. boon. beyond "t\1.1 cui

·, plmvioua oxpo,rl.cnco, And all, through it wo .. havo he.d to· do without ono of our , · 
)no at ca'Oablo, ,,,oat hi,ghl.y dove:Lopod and o:o<;porionccd comrnd.os> tth11ao abscino'a• tho 

'·'cnuoua folt :ili'.ovory·sphoro, \Ia liavc sur.Pas'iiod tho 194o·splittol'a in Ov017' ·,'' 
_Bplioro. · · · · . ' 
. ilo hi.vlt. loft .. tllo.·\1,P, ·to r;o to tho S.ll,P, !l!ho cv.uous .of GoldJllllll-, 

Uorron tiont to 'tho \ioPo Lo.olc nt ita momborc todey, They haven't "politioal 
idoO. to their ~uuno.; li'~r 0: number of thomf tho i7.?.·.wuo· n clonrins-.bta.tion fo'r ~· 
thoir dopurtltro ',fron tho movomont 'al togothor, Tj,oy 'roproccnt nothing. '~oljl> '· . 
o.ro· tho o·nae ·rrho Oro ntt_1•o.Ct~d .12, tho \_i.Pe 

.. ·. 

:. 
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COuld nnyono in hi a right ml.~ ·:rn11 to ,.eeognize. the a!.cnifi.ca#ae 
of I;• is? lio m••.ot brint:: this ~o the ottont1on or tha com.-odes in tho W.P •. 
>r.o· .. ;-,., .• ,,.c;,l:t· :.n cnnouo hr.o brought them what occ,.otion o:r i'o,.cosY ~"T 

. ct : .. ~~ · n.dJ.linr.J.:·. ~-ilOy ho.vo no conf'idonoo in tho lTePc Wo, on the otbor hlmt\, 
. . e<i' cl:ciorf•;J.;.y r·nd full of onorgy into tho s.w,P. How not to ••• \'lheu lies· 

tll<• :rutl:rc7 • 
All our oncmios nnd avon eomo symp11thotic to us sm.l.locl indu~·-·· 

n.t ~:i:.:~t tho;;r CC'.lj,cd tho nnivo onthuoiaCJil o£ oUr oarly' buJ.lotins. liut D.S thtf~· 
soJ :t J. 111C'.SD of r.m~orio.l accumulo.tod, tho .smile· frozo on tho fe.cos cf lll!:1ey end 
gcvo ~" :1 o"-tar to latent hootility or "oowildormont nt tho unsuspoctod 
thcorl(t;c:.J. rn.neo, tho orgnnizo.tionol v1 ge:r and tho s oriouonoss of tho caucus., 

lihoro for :~cora tho;;·profoosod to soo ooly Johnson"ond soL>o of hie 
:f'r!cnd:;11 , thC".; ~ to :-eco;:;::li:o ~ .cc:.:!utcnt method uuod by' m~ oomrHdGS a
prossinr, itself through our litorntllro nnd on orgnnizotiono Scmo of au.- ,..,... 
co!lt coll008\IOB, \'11th tbnt OL>piricism charnctoristic of thom, bnvo wantocl to 
l:no11 bo" it "''" possiblo for us to produco this lllllBs of matoriol. OUr roply 

'. 

to them is: •You l7ill find tho·=or in reading and un!. orstonaing tho thooroi>
icr~ idoa.s." 

. ,;,.; ... 
•'. 
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olu~iowios, .·.~Mill· :'1 ~::·:11~~!:~·~~ i1CI.IIil..-:· ~~:Ua.'-''ii)i 
:t.o bot..oon sixt:y tmd aovant:y c<llit<. In our ~ 
of dilottantiam, of servility to.tho bourgooi~io, 
of dl.eroopoet or alandor of eey aspoet of our movmont0 
this :t.s not Bolshoviam; "h"t 1S BOlshovism? ' 

Our loadorshtp has dl.aeus•od "'-d .come to llll!l.enblo ll&l'•oment T>i'th tho 
S,l1,P: upon all mat tor a· eonnootod '171 th our··ontr'J .and intoF;i-3t10na I ·can· ·vo't'i!y 
tba.t thic ia no motivstod ·ooneessiou to u6·!1n th~ Gj>~~il'~ circumstnnces. It · 
chnructorl.zod·tho nttitudo of•tho loodors of tho S0\1ol'• :t.n,thc•onrl:y n~otia- ··· 
t1one \71th tho W,P .. nftor tho Umt:y po.ct· wns oitncd, ai>d no doo.bt \70I1ld hcvo 
continued but for tho provocations of tho \1,P,. 

. !To bavo put· fot'Tlnrd our position~ flll:L:y wia complotol:y on nll ,quool>-
iono ·thnt oo.n.:Hl.rncd. u3 1 trhothor ~c were :!.!! ~t"mont. nr rli,:~oomont ":!ith tho 
Fourth Intornnt.ionol Or tho s.v.P. 'ihtJ S.V.P •. ha!l novor, from tho bogi~ to 
tho and, sought .to impodo uo in tho sligbtaot.:douoo, hcs tokon stops to 'fc.::1l-
1.tr..to tho oirculntion of our mr..tori<ll1 O,PJ?O!Ic:d or othoNiso, to its mombcrth~.:f · 
end hna. !.,nvi ted us to h:u>d over such stocks i1B ·..,a hnvp loft to put on 1 ts lo "" .'. 
:Cor. *'onorru. circulation. Abroad our I!Ultorial nna· raprosont,t1on havo ·I"lcoh A 
nnd ho.v., boon nmn:rcC. of tho su1:1o :'aolahevik nolcome ili tho o.otivitios ot·t.t.::. 
no:<t voriod, l!o one hca atton!Ptotl. or .hintod nt OJ1/T curtal.lmont of tho privoi.;· 
~os 'rlhich 110 r.s Trotsk.ri'tos confidontl:y oxpoctod nnd oxorcisod. Tho moutlls ; :~'''·''"'"' 

·of the ·Blr.ndoro:!:s of our. movement nill hencof'orth bo silent. · ,. 

\ . ·. 
Comrndoa 1 \70 ontor unon now tasks; tho taok of integrating ~~~~:o~:~L,;g~ 

into t'ho·. Stt w.P._-·nnd. win!tin,g uorl:ors as mombor& ioo· our )lcvt pa;r1T..Y• - .u \'1" 

propor ov<lluntion of our, TJOrk durinP, tho past oi:z: :yoars, procisol:y bo,oal>aci 
this, uo nro -~:n-nro moro thnn ~_others of our own ~.imitntitiris. · Our .,,,;;.;-;;.:;,:~!;(. 
inoas nou is not to oxpo'Ulld ·idoo.s-·but tp !lSk- quostio~G, ·not· to. ol•,.,;,,.,,+.ri.-l 
nal thc'llrios blit to diat!..nguish ouraolvoain· oxtornill practice, 
not for political .. ~;:1cl.ons tmd tho orgnnizc.tioncJ. strength of tho 
for tho prostigp_, ropi.d:atian· tmd' uowth of tho· Si.\1,:!? 1 to dovot.e 
absorb~ng ths procoduroa, motbodo and discirU=>o. of our now part-.r •.. 

. ·· rr;thout ow conslllt.,tions \71th nn;ro:>o, t!io tendency: at'the Ji.ll;r: c:Ozl.;:,·,'· 
· foranao docidod to li~i~to itsolf if ito a.<Plication !or membership into thli 
S.l1,P. '"'" c.eeoptodo Evory ciovnlopmont sineo thnt ~imo ho.s 1ndl.cci.t.od .tho. cor-. 
rootnoss of our ·dooisions. llo aoa no nood' for ·a. ·ca.ucus in tho s.v.P. : Ill· thO'~-. 
l.ntoroat of ·tho llovo,.ont0 in tho intorost ol tho ·.tnsks no" fnc$llll tho Soli,P~ 1 :. ;,. 

in th.o intorost of our oim dovolopment o.s 'Trotsk;(itoa, we liquidato oursolvos~ 

·nown uitb tho slnndororc, tbo.ingr~:>, tho storiloo 

' 
Lon& l1vo tho s.u..P., tho vc.ngunrd of tho rovolution in the Unit~ 

· Stu.t.ou~ 

J,R •. Johnson 

i 
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cp~l:e and ~do~~~:: ~:~r~~ £~;!!~~~."ffllo~~ !~.,~~~~~~dir~~! 
Blld part a of a> nvorce.tions I think wili provo of intorost, 

In tho town are ohopkoapero toachors am un1vortity st!ldonts. 
Tho m1no1•s ~1vo in· omnl.l isola tad corumun1 hoo outside o:f town, iome 'minors 
ho.vo noat cottWt,oc ~though thoy lack plunbin,<;; fe.oilitios, llut ! havo noticed 
thnt most l!ecreoc livo in absolutely subhumnn shacks, Thoy aro COD1J'lOtoly out 
off from any oort of culturtU. lifo, Tj,o1r l1voo ard droary1 monotenrue -
nothing to look forward to but work. 

··': 

I visitod one old rotirod minor who has boon 1n tho party for· n 
short tico. l!o lives in a s~l shnck for which he pays o!.dlt (lellars n month. 
out of e tr.olvo dollar monthly ponoiOn. lio is f'orc!'"'A. to taka numbore ·on the 
sidn to ""otai.n himself, l!D is quito old am hnd worked fro "'"llY years in ·tho 
ciniDG·industry, · l!o aokod l7hnt people in Nor. York thoup)lt of tho conditions 
and struggles of tho minors, l!o se.idl "Toll thorn 1n !lew York that \VO'll all bo 
thoro ready l7hon tho timo comas," l!o tU.so saidl •Don't bother tlastins timo · 
on tho Co!llJIWiiots (Stalinists), 1'/olvo gnt to concontrato on tho workers am th,,...;,c;:, 
will tako caro o:f' them lator. · · 

Mos:t .of t.h.o miners ·he.vo been 1::. th.o union er .. j'\7hor"o from ten· tO· 
f'ort?"""fivo y-oo.rs.- ·And somO can .romomb~ davs when thcro WM no union; Tb0y 
joined tho party after reading tho !.!ili tant :for a· short timoo 

l'ro'l' tho \70rkoro I talkoc! to r gathorOd that· tho minors had 
contidonco in tho union loadsrship, Tboy roalbod thnt tho union '&anr 
r.cmkors "hat they mi.nt, 'Jut thoy still dofond tho union· in crl.S1ol0 :f'.or,_o-"""!i:'~.~··'~~ 

.. tho_ wtU.kout in protest against tho !l!a.t'fr.l!arliloy .Act,. Cno miner~ •;~:;:£:~~~ 
·mo a li:!'t, said! "John Lo Linvis can llO ·to hell, Ho1s lining his own J 
Ro

1
o not gritting ~thing for·ua. :BUt, as bad as tho uhiOn iu, it•s ··•uJ"""""'' 

'"'olvo got, It
1
a ours,• 11hon I .critici•od ~ho rinion, :he felt somo ro•s();utooii.iiii~'i~i'':fJj 

Ro was a minor, h~ could s~ wha.t ho-l~od.. . .I ' . ' 

Tho minors ·,oro vocy sn::do11s to know ·that· thoro 170N more wilD·.•· 
· tliour))t tho wrzy. thoy did, who woro opprooscd, J118¥bO not in tho cinos, but ~·'u :. '"'' 
folt, ~Otuntplity rnoontmont touard tho systom. . · ·.. : " .. 

·, 
lno of our ccmrados visitOd a in'.nor;t a contact of .oura, and 

thoro mut a. ~oung l!ogro ·uho had r6turnod :from tho nriAY to continuo'ili' ·· ·-·,,·,;;·,, 
l!o loft collogo con:plotoly dioguotod trl.th tho· Jim Oro, conditiolll! and ~•·c•••= 
:rot-orn to tho minos, l!o was fed up l1i th what l\apponod at sdhool, · Ho 
thoro0 

Thoro """ a .. ondor!ul, spirit amons tho m~nors. 
"IOr:f cloao to onch other, Tboy. shtiro oaeli others ,Problems 
,,U:fforins i" th~ minoa .:Jnkos it onsy for them 
... _.,.ubl"s• 

.. 
·'' 

•'-' ,· 



When nllkod.t1'om tho floor nh!;'t tho ll'ol'o position"'"" on unity. 
IUid trnnafo1•0 ho """ i'orcod. to sq thAt ho did.nlt kn0!1o l'ro:ll ray onn oxporiGllCo 
I hnvo found th~t tho Sbnohtmunito first,mado a strnt~ia Jump end., ~nl7 lntor 
dUJ:.Ul> ;,. J.loliticnl thosis to back it ~P• · · 

. !L'ho Wol!'els aati~n in this mino .u-ca' roaffirma JiV rai!Jions for l~..q 
~nat.orcanization. !L'hoir conception. qf tho bnaknnrd workers "hich loads th~ t~ , 
rocrui t on tho bnsis of "intalloctunl~ conviction, inotoad of their o;iprosoion· :IJ1·: 

· ..• , .. c'F;,l411ot. ~~~o;r~1., !J!li.i~ ,~ .1~~. ~~'!"' . ~ ,~l~. ~. cl<J•~r.;cHr~. ~~~ .1~ th? .¥~ . · 
.·- . O;t ""o ma~:;; rOVO.L\l.Tt onnry pa.r .. .,. : _ -· . 

- Arthur :Bn!-r!o 
;..;,..,.lfl: ..... *•lj•*••••••••••..-•••••••••~•·•••••••••••••••••*~••~t~••••*••••n•••>o:"'>•••• 
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!l'ew .York · · · 25· 
Nowsrk 2 
Clsvolnnd: 2 
0!11""-eo . · • ·. . .1 • . itost ·vi'r.iW.: · ·· · · ·g · · ~ 

·Philad;,lphia 
-:San li'liancieo 
:Detroit 

• -. Los .An~C;t:.:oo e.roa· .. - .. ~. '~- . . 

· Reel;" a! ted during in tarim poriodl 

l'hiledolphia 2. ... · Sen Franciaco . 3 .. ... ·• 
Los Angolos · l 
i1oet Virginia l 

Youth ( o:r:cluding tho so in party) ; . " - . . 
s •, 

ll 
7 

10 
7 

Total 7 

s 

'. ;· .. , , ' • _I 
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Opening 'r,..arko b:{ j ,il,· Johnson} 

Tho baaio of the diacuaaion tonight ia the epeech which 
Comrade Marnin gave UO'hero laot weok·cn Trade Un!one arid Revolutionary pol
itlca and which has been roprintod in the !nat Bulletin for all tho comrades to read. 

We have n~t ovolved any trade union poiicy. Wo intorldod 
you remember, aftor disouaaion, to d~al~ a mGmorandum only. But even that 
we. thought it wisor not to attempt,,· Btlt fror:; tho beginning of our intcril4 
period., tho oxperioncee of tha contradee in iactor:\.ca and unions hao baon the 

t.t(lnter of our diacusaivna IJ.itd oduoo:i.iOne.la. l'ha comrades hav5- dift'oronoes. 
It~ would be atr"a:ngo if thSy had nllt. ThO comr8.dce 8hould,feol frea 'b epoalt 
and not be troubled becauao wo nro havin~ .a rough ror.ord taken. 

Diacuaaion 

. Oooperr (A,?.L, craft Union) 'I want t<> apeak of my 
r<ilaticnahip to the fraction of tho S'fi' in my union. It !a. a building-trade 
ore.f't union subject to a great deal of aeilaonp,l Unemploytaent •. :~hQ. :oomp'3t! tia.'l. •· ·." '""'';·::.:"' 
for jobs ncong· tnu·wOrk.r-::re in the indua·t.ry ia··o.m.ong·the main 6"roSo datorrdnirig '.<·:' 

. their actions u~d politi_ca. · Thra~-quoZterlr of the men in _the inchtstrY ·ar·n _ . - ·.· 
not in the union• FOur thousand out of ten thousana in the trado ure unemploy:-,.:_

, ed, , Oluba in the union are 'foi'uiod and revolve nround the probl<:!ll' of' getting '', 
.jobs. Fa~otiona.l politio.a.l struggleS are bitter. · · · · · ·· 

:The traUa_· 111 deve'loping trom befng a oraf't 'whore each-:): ·,-'·~ ·did eV_el•ything_. to _&11 iitditst~i&.l pr_oduotion ·11no where o~e ~an doC?n _on~Y-: 
one· ta:sk in endless· roneti ti~n. The more progre.uaive elet~.enta' nrc obndng t~ 

·see the ~.eed .for ~!:gan!zing and ino'0rpGrating all 'the related crafte,, all .tho 
oo.rpen'ters, painters, maJmtenanoe men, elevator. operatoro, sorvioo O!ll.Pl·~·Yess, 

· · etC,. in-to an indue trial wtion. 

i:t so- tom~ ·to be the poli'oy of'·tho S'fi' ·memb$ro in this'<' 
Ur.ion to gain ilontr~l oi the union.· A8 they have told me

1 
"the pzle-revolut• 

!'onary_ o1tuat1on requires 'tnat our comrade• 'bo in~ position ~o 19o.d the 
rank-and-J::ile in case.somathing happons, • They eoom to fool: t.hat if thoy carL ·, 
tak~,_oontrol, of .t.hO union, iiltrod~oo sor.1o refQrma,· ircipr'oVo oor.di tiona;·. it _ ·_:-_ ·. 
vill.ohoif'that ·tlie botokyi·teo ·ar9 "'ilitant, In tho reoont election campaign. 
they made a blqo with 'progresaivoo' and right-wingors nnd out-Wld•out raok
et.eers, Tha S aiir~i'at leaderuhi.(f Ot tf.lll · yoars was dof"Gu.tod by a. aloe o vote. 
But tho avorog~ ran-and-i'Uor aces little 'difforancd between the programa ·o1' 
the s"' alinist. a and the11 progrcSsivos 11 , 

' 
Thb now administration baa boon in off'! a o a numb or of 

months (; )somo at,ops aro b~ing taken a! ong lin9sl' ko health' inaur!U\c.o and a · 
fairer division of work in tho tado, But thoro's tho aame number of' unocploy• 
od, tho oamu bad conditions, It ia a dit'!'icult. situation roqui:ring tho ore;:in-

- " iz~~otion of tho rank-and-file ogainot aU opportunism and nil right-win,~ora, -
._ . Politioal• poripOOti vui{ ai1a oa'uy tO · forlitat in tho conorOtQ tro.do _· U!!i<;'n_ p!"ob-:- -'· · 

' lOiiiat !t socms te 1co oorroc"t to g1vo oritiCal support to the pzocsont !!dmin"'"-:_ .. 
ietrntion only, if' W6 ,.obilizo t.ho rllnk•and-f't!o workoro to support us, cont'idont", 
tho.t tho ovonto thfmoolvoo will land to .revolutionary dovolopmonts nnd th,o .. 
oreatfoii of r, r<volut.ionO:ry londoroh:lpi Through tho proasuro ot' tho ranks and 

'tho .lcn~orohip ~t' tho comraoloo, a ntort is baing mado to illobilizu tho membor-:-. 
ah.\p in o.n organizojlionoll drivo, -.- ' . . . 



Somo ti~e ngo tho s~;~;~;~~!he! 1 ~n1th!~i :~~e~0~n8=~·~uf.::lL!e:;~:1~~~::~:iti~~~~;;,j!(21 
atoel wcrkor tOlling ·or thei:r tactics -in o.n oloot1on,. · Thoir ttmain !~~,•.". 
election was to win. Programmatic poi uta wore JJUt Oiido. n It ia o.n ex<liD!''-" 
their t•tctics in my union alao. 

Full support was Bivrm to the progr~;~asive 'l~uous. ThiJ 
z::e!!.l baoia of their oaucua WC1a anti-Staliniom. At"tcr winning Oy n. narrow 
margin~ the progressives have etro~;th~ned their ,arsenal poeitions but the 
5'-'IP go.ined nothing. ·Tho CDl:lro.d~Jo, P.Xpacting to .ct!"'rt ir. oolling subacriptior.a 
and making political oont~Cta were cautioned. Tnoy slackened their political 
activity. Thoy modo no politicnl gnin•• 

It is not'too lnto to make such gains ~d to recruit. 
It aeeroe to me that the 8'.'/P in this situation tonda tc•,ll\rt:l ovor-cnut!.on as a. 
result of ita ioolation from the mtltHJ aovomout. But thiu trndu is IHlathing 
with die content on tho pnrt of th•3 rnnka •. t.fith ro.dicnl-thinking workers look-, 
ing ;"or BOC::ething to pttll them togatbcrt. rho isolo.tion CCO br, broken, not by 
opportunistic policiea 1 but activity baal3d upon a rovolutionnry rerspoctiyo~ ·: · 

Jim: The mflin thing we should bo. t"".lk.tng about is wh~t. 
we nre in the trad~ undon for. Our main purpose is to recruit, I don 1t think . 
we11l recruit_ in the. wny Irving rJroPoDee, but·i;.lie wo.y I propose. Lot me gi,Ve;;: · 
you.~ bit of my b2.c!r'..ground.t· 15 yco.rs in t::c.chino_ nhcpa except for n."fC\1 odd·· .:·,,._c,::.-"i'';;c 
jobS duri'ng tho deproauion, !'lork en nlL ki nda of mo.chinaa f'ron: drill nnd: 
punoh presses to autom1~tico~ I 1ve_ boon in acvor~l unions Rnd knOW' thom o.ml· 

·.their limitntions. 

.. Wo don 1 t hnve to. be in the lca.dt:rship _of tho 
··Toda.:r cduOo.tiorial work oan ~.be 'done fB.oter- and bottur aroUnd tbo · oono:ro·~o'l:!I.SU 
'-unamploymont, ·housing, ·_high pricCa, etc, ··. _Iti.' thou9rl.nd~ of shoPs lola . 

th.e le~dcrohip when thingo · bE:Igin to happen. Then our program .,111· gi 
· 16ildarabip, · ' · · · · · 

• 1,-, 
•'; 

·Our persp8ot1vo ia tha.t the v.orkors "'ill mo.ke tho rovol-.:··,·:;·;;~ 
ution~ ·· Our empha.eis ncl\tl ahould be .on recrui.ting -.on o. parsona..l bfisi3, 

· progrc.rn _ thli:t. ·rrving s:zggesta involv-oa too muo~ _union work .a.t tho expoo,aa 
·racrult:lng, apenk.ing On-the i'lOor,. o.ttond'lnoe o.t. chOp. meetingS · ·t,7ic'O'·'·,,;y; 
a. month, Out· of hu.nClr<Jda o::- ovon thouonride o!' workera onlY 50 .or so o.ro 
the~uru.on meeti_nga; Af, moat, One can "c·ontact 5% of tho work ol-e_ .in the union·. 
hD.ll •. Pero~ner.i rccl-ui'ting porm~ta plcicing.,out the ·goOd workera. socing liim no.t::.· 

-only in tho shop, b~toutaide~ You.can bui'ld more influoncoon him,. build up · .. 
·his roapoot through :your work· en tho ina.ohlnCJ, in tho dopa.rtmont,:nild poroOnnl· 
corite.c\. · · · 

'· For oom1J ~imc Irving hna boon in a.· pooulia.r eituation. 
political reaolutiona ha.vo bocn proaanted o.nd ndoptcd. But there ho.vo boon ;'. · 

.no recruits. Thita -method 19 too ·slow, He should show more rooulto. "to. _ahou~-: ,~. 
not.try to oduOo.tci t~r: wholo•un10n but· to raoruit morO r:nmzibora .far· tho rov- .:: 
olutiono.ry party. 

hnd o. Chanco to 
Phill (UAW) These 

Ret- my -~doo.a together •. -. 

1/Hon..wo~l<Dr•-·begin to exproo• 
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it 1ndl.aa~ue a ~~~•ent towa:rdo t~~~~~~:::~::';~;. 
Of VIlli~ drh01 IIOfkoiU tOHI\rd revolution; ' Boonuoe thp · booo OWIUI . 
doaa not IIObilho work~rH; ~ha· o.lianation o.nd diStO\'';,l.on Of -the wark<>r b1miOOl.f 
1n ~ho prooaoa of prod"ooion ia tho driving ferae. · ~rivate property· 
roqUlt, not t.ha couoe of this procoaa. 

In the enme nrticlo, Lenin enidl 

arhia ca.nnot bo a.chioved by bur_<a_l!Cl"~tio methods and orders . 
trom a.~ovn; c:vt.Jry pl\rtlcir-nnt in ~reduction must u.nd·:.:!'t.•;·.and the need for nnd 
oXfjorti~ ot tho 9roduotiun taska ho is carrying out; ~·tery participant in· 
Produot.i\"n munt not. only tuko WI intulligent purt in rt.lll ... dying all tuchnioal and 
\lrgn.niol,tion.'\~ d.,.rtlCt:J iu thu aphero o£1 .?reduction. 

ntho tasks oi" tho trade unions in this sphere era enormous. 
They cuet t•:-::.r.~;h ~!!.. ~~oro in ~·,c.:-rz !.h'?.2.• in ev(::)ry fa.ot.ory, to ~ and 
t,ko- into nctount nl.l d::foctB in +;,ho utilizlltion of labour -newer that reeult 
ri='O:E:_tho impron~i ~ii";tltron or t~chnica.lrosoUrC"ea -orf-:r.;-unaat.Wactory 
ndmin1::.trttt1on. tho !11!! ~-~ the ~ri('ncq.£f' :!!1~e :-:.!l:!ividuc..l enterpriaee _ 
and ot avery induptry muat ba utiliaod in a doterm1.ncd .Jt.rucf;:lll agninat red tape, 
laxity nn~ burenucrncy." ' 

This was poso•1 af'tor tho rovoluticm. But ,.,.a must seo th~: · 
extent of' its applicr:b!.lity todny. To the oxtant that litJ cnn cc.ncrotizo this 
among tho workerfJ in tho plnnt. todny, We need not repeat _to them that the boao ~:- · 
O\ma -t.ho f'netcry. This is t.ho way'_ we pz'opligandize ·_and organiZe·· amung · th1:i.: ~_urkara..- ·; ·_ 

.. . A recent story in tho So.turdny Evening, Poet ·tolls of a.; ·· 

· pitmt whero the work8ra bognn checking _up on thoetficienoy of 'tho.mD.nB.gemen:t. • .-· .
Thoy c"a.me to the conolueion t~t the m.an11gcm_ont wo.e no l.ongor neCoesaryt~~.~a:t.-,-_ . .<_: 
it. the workers organized pro~uotion, rod ta.pe would be done o.w_o.y withe_,. This;: is , 
tho rood to rovolutl.on. It ia this kind or work we JDUst· do in. tho f~ctory~ .:':. 

Ther·e e.r·a som.e·g,od stoWo.rde in tho uniO~···:J.iet~d _i~· 
·black booku or the burea.ucra,y. But these 'tnen :are limited by t~l~···~~~:"~'~~-a~~~~··,.· ... ·:}:<~;i~ 

nnd.the union contract• Tho rOvolution~ry ol~onta will riot Came ~rom ths 
·o.rda .but from tho rank _and file •. It l.a possible thqt.:t,ha American worl!:ora 
,paao ovor tho otago of .tho Lobor_Pnrty, loop direotly into rovolution•ry ootl.•Jn,,·· 

·. :" 86-;oiota, ·. fo.ct"ry oanluittoos, '-lounoi lo ~y ·spring ~P. a~~· O!_of· .the_ ooun:t;.ry_, ·· ~-. osi_ng .• :<,• ,z; 
iJmDo.dio.'tD conflict with tho uni~>n atruot.ura, tho burenuuraoy. '-te must. 

'·tiir o.nd develop thia procoao to tho utmost. · The· rar.k and file wi.ll rooo1~nlcz~ 
o.~d .ro3_pon4 to this proptigri.ndo. when they ooo it. 

unauthorized. atrikeo 
the unio·n structure. 

· cr~oy is ·in j oopo.rdy. 

Tha .recent atrlkeOOf the Bl'i:i.iah miner'9, ·the wild-cats·f•.:;,::. 
in this coun·~ry ore liigns of tho rnnko atruggling ~ainat 

As long a.s such atr1kos continue, .. the trade wrl.on bureau~. 

, ._l ivo nlwo.ys t.bought of tl» J.m.,~ict>.n ao:lne t.a JILore dj.?.~o. · .. : 
o.s 211ora likely to jump ovor ato.gus. In America. thoro will, bo n dual mcvdn<J~t .. , .. 
almost i.mmodio.toly without. time i'or_ tho in-botwoon dc.•r.,.lo}-l:·:int:f.· Until th~ .r-~ 
sqo what: io nOqdod, th~Jy will 'go o.lon& nlad then will uo:noJ tho .-J):.ploe.lori: nt .. ~:big~
er .. stago. ~e u~ilot. rurouo our program in tho ohoro, aurOrb. whc.t. gooo. on ~-7,!0':Wii 
us. Irioidonts ooour t'rom dny to drly whoro· tho pc-.rty mr.tt~D~..r oun take a~rte.in; 
tYro•• of notions whioh nro pnttornod on thcoo of•rovolutionJ \lllen tho. m.llB•~~-
arO in moti~n, a whole oorioo ot euoh ~otiand. 

·.-:-
\'§\~\},;:,~:;:- ,,:;; ;.,'.~':' .. •'."1 
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to ~~ion mootlnga. 
nndn if' wu know how 

Tho moat mill tant sootiona of tho wor!dng alo.oo de 
And yot tr~ runk and f1lo aro vary rocoptivo to our 
to ruach them, 

not go 
propag• 

;1h11t bothofs coat of UB o.ro two di i'i"ercnt tronda, both with;... 
in tho confineo or our ruvolutionnry porBpaotiv~. !n Philndolphin,tnlk on tho 
sc.ll~-nc.tivity of-tho r:ID.Dsoa brought thoao dii'forcncoo ·to light, Tho thing 'thrtt 
rrr:do thi11 coat eloJil.r ie the at,:.toJ.;:;.nt in Irving 1a :Jpor.ch that tht.l oi1op e;~tawnrds 

.~fort:!. the layer wl th tho moat soclrtl thinldng. Ther;;l.'or~, ii' wo crm win ono a hop 
1 -otowa.rd ,...nd br~n.k hio of rofomiat idoaa, ho >'1111 atn.y in th~~ r:ovo::.ont booc.uao 

of his aocinl thinking· .and hiJ lmcwlodgo a.nd oxparioncu with organizntiono.l noc ... 
~cDitic:J nnd principlos. ~·thorora wa oan rocruit 100 workora a.nd thon loao thotl. 

I sco tho·cc.in· rovolut.ionnry rolo in tha rr~nk nnd filo. 
Sct1o coorc.dos found. thonoclvos t.J.oro l.n agroooont with.Irving, At f'il"at I _didn1t: 
soo tho di.f"i'oronomJ bot~Cicm ua. 'i'bo .exuu:ple- ·wna given of wcrkdr_s cnlling.
tho ohop stoword to holp orgonize thoo. ·.I interpret this to ccun that tho lr.:L•·,' .. ,;<'i', 
tin.tivo rit:•na fron th~ re...'"lk r.nd -file a&"'ld" thnt £1.Ll.oJl:ig t.hom, thoroforo,- wna our 
o0.1n plnoo of work. Ir•1ing 1o idoo. of winning· atOwo.rda· io.~in o. wny

1 
a· "oriocpt· 

of 'rovo1ut1onnry work .in otagoa,. first t.bO shop atowo.r.ds, then th11 r~nk and'. 

~ bcliovo' that · both insido and outside ";"'u;~;~lv.i~~:i5)~[i ro.nlW will prOse upon th9 stewurda t_of. o. oonatnnt· chango of atowo.rda
1 

· boamo stcwnrdn who cnn organize and laud. ~·/o oD.n··ta!lch tho" a workoro 
bnok· to tho uniono to !l:tor·t thoil- prOs~uro t~cro. 

It' ia not'·cloar >mot Irving corms by tho 
~oint. ho spanks of the otowardo in tho land of.'rovolut.ion~r:r Llct>.on. 

h'lps nat· tho ar..co· stQlomrds th~n _WJ Wo hnvo na<'l. n Whioh __ oncs, .is tctHing,.bout!')i 
It ia 1cuort!'.nt not to b~;~ oontuaod on this.- I· th:i. nk n\Jnl') o:f' ue 
J)ew, . Th~: shop otown.rds 'now aro _not tho 0J1oa··who wi'il 
tho 'lorlwra in !lotion. 

. I liko tho artioloa Phil hao wri.tten, although thoy 
a lightly on tho Bb)loi tivo. ·ei'do.: They. f?llllW our' thoor?tioill': Uno, They 

.. not tlnunt tho bntinc:r of ooCi'lliau in .. tho ·utopian ubatrn.ot, nm; fl.r() they bi<+·h•~··.· 
rooc poll.tica, no omo pecplo· hnvo oo:Uod it; They hdp t<> •Jxpluin th,; worltc>r!o 
life, th..: uoo1nl nnd oox problo::.o, tho cop._f'liots of indiViduo.la,._ tJtro.tu,. re. .. oolr .. ·, 
c.nd. "olo.t:uoo, .They· bogin to ca.kO oloo.ror tha h1Bto:r1otil ci:mn!JCtion nnd rcvolu1>.-:-·. 

, •. ionnry oignifionnco cd' tho W?rkoro 1. thoughto iind ·aci.tions. · Tlio:r put f'o.rilnrd 
idoo. of acoio.liom ti.!J tho oxpi'Ouai'o.'n i.i' tho ·univoran'l~ty ~.f ni>.nk1nd. 

In world.ng out L\ tndo union pol~oy, wo cuat think ~f . . .··"': 
work l.n tho trade uniono n~t just 1\a union work but r.a th•.t o.nd shop work fU<Jod,. : · ·. 
together, If wo work for tho party whilo "Ire ·nro working· !'or tho union, wo 'will.'. ·, ' 
·rooruit cora workora. · · ·· ·· . ·. · · · · . ,-. :-;:,;·."·. 
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· · . ··. · .· ·.. . · •· Phil, 'Netf,i~. jim ii~~~ .. ~ Jmv~ to.be ·~nil ·. 
and tll&l' working in the 101fer e>ction• o_f the U.'lion loadorehip 
Different points ot view ao:tetimea- u.rie e. l't-.,rJ ·~~1 1!1 rlir·?t r•Jnt ao:nalro1>S si tlila111cm 
th~ CC'JI.J:'arlao find themaelvas ·in. A steward :.n the ~ ~'i!t.' in Dotrol.t. is indiat
inguieho.ble from tho renk; and-file except in· hie g>·cntor serlousneu and II' 
dovo·~ion to tho union. A. steward in n thoroughly B}alinist or old-lirte Al'L 
local might bo th.e exact opposite. · · 

l'hil do>a not understand tho difficulty of applying· Len1n1s · 
quotation on the uniona ~ the rovolution,concrotoly today, Lonin discusses 
'the role of tho unlone in managing produr;tion in a. workore r stat. Tint cannot 
be uppliod directly today without ona tbingla violent revolution. The workers• 
rol'c- in production todC'.y is tho N.;vorso of hie role aft~r tho· revolution and 
the fi!"st tsk is t_o orgrmize for the revolution. Phil uudorotanda thia per.footly 
in practico,,la his report of tho recent dovolopmenta iu hi13 shoP. and' his 
admiro.blo rolo in them. dr..-r:r.onotrat>o. BtJt it ohould bo· :aade cloe.rCr in theory. 

The work(:r renots against .hio llliona.tion in contradictory wnys, To uao ·t.ho · · 
oxcollent oxample ot job ola..Jsifico.tional eoa:e try t.o.broo.k out of' thooe 
olaaaifioFS.tions, otho!"a inoiot on sticking to them tom:.c1(·US1y. OUr uildor
e'tanding of the ·natur.o of hia· acstiona·- thoy aro n revolt c.gainat t!ho s}"stC!Il 
that rostricts and binda him, Second, we must provide mora th~ oxplnn~tion, 
WQ, inust prOYide lc.c.dcl~ohi,P.. Tha-;:, mo;,arut not· merO:ly to ·expluiil to. the -\'torker· 
the moaning of hiS action but· to pilopoaa .. tho boat nnd most conecioua action.
We must aay .tllo workor who trios .to b"eok out of his job claasif'iootion' b'y·• 
d6ing other j cbs is ~tt.ompting to' break out, .of'. tho boundo 'that tho oyatrim 
impooes ·on 111111 but hJ!·c doing it individually, anarohiotiolilly, .in.oo:rro•ntly, •.. 

. ,The worker who .ronato by do:uanding tho striatoat o.dharonc~ tDjobaL~,~~.~!:~:::~h~~·~:; 
- wrlt:ten into the union oor;traot ia re!lct1ng _in more oono-Qious munncr 
-.is r·oa.3ting "in e. dieioiplinod, co1loo.t1vo. manner ru1d- he undoratanda-,' :nO 
·hOw wall or hCm poorly, tht\t to give ox:Prosaion :to his ina_ti;.'lct _tciwD.i-d .. --:. :·· 

. ars.a~!ty· ~ ·~:e_i taliam. aids tho boas. The'!. worker who ap;Joare to· .aoo~pt ·. < :.· ·: 
' hi a fragmentAtion 'by sticking to job clasei1'io"tiona iu t.ho on a who in actuality. 
· io rna,ating in tho. most advanced way ago.inat it. · This io 'dtmonstratod in l~t'O 
liy tho ·fact that it is·tho oompan,y men,. tho "red ~pplo" boys who tend t 0 10rk 
!lilY job tho forsmon. asks thoti to,trhila tho lllilitimta, tho 'votorllila, tho · • 
Youngorworkera do t.~a. revcraG. 

On the quo'etion ot .whoro tO work wo obviously oar~ot:~hO~a·a· · · 
tho rru>k-and-i'ilo or. tho lower ranks of th,o loadorship. llo must.· work ill ·ooth · 

·.o.a the· concrete cii'ou:mstanoes i~dicnto. · BUt ono·, tl:ling must be ·remeW:!.borode · 
OU!'.·rolo in theunions is thnt.of "p!U't)' which unist roaruit, Wide oeations of 
tho working class Bl'B pormoatcd ~ith revolUtionary idea.c:h -The ro.l)k-Md-file 
ic moro ravoll.;tior.riry tMl1.tho l<o.dorohipo BUt revolutiona,.Y idone, whil(l' 
eos~tial, o.re· ·nat :the only oloma.nt. tho.t · znnkos workara into pnrty mombors. Thore ;· 
1o .,lso roquirod more, thnn.•ordinnry tenacity, orgo.riizntionnl loynlty, soli' .. 
diaoiplino, lead>uhip nbility,. 'oto. In tho l·aaot runka of tho trudo wil.on . 

. londorahip oan bo found tk•.)O who hnv.o thoao qunlitias in tho highest dogroo, ·: 
To· t~ko a. oonorcto oxompl'o. Oomro.do H, 1n ·Datroit,-who wno o.· eommi tt~eman whGn 
ho joinod tho party, Ho brought to tho party ,:~,n. ndvanoo ost~bliahod ·1o11dor .. 
ship ovor tho mnsoas of workors, a ci ty-wido roputntion iro tho· UA~Ins 0. lllilito.nt, 
gror.t organizationol bility, in short a sorios'ot quo.litios ·which nro uauall)i"' 

dovolciped in t.hc now worker r-aaruit ovo:t. n long period ot p9.!'ty m=.berahi}i: 
and tro.1n1ng~ To ignoro the Wll.on otownrda and c.cmm\ttoomon io to ignore ·· · 

. juat such pot.ont1111 rocrults, · · 

A word on ~earuitmont, 'lfo.havo sr.Hl roorliitmont should bo 
orgnnizcd noaording to th• rhythm ct.' tho alass'otrugglo, Occar~doe should hcit .... 
be """lt with too sovorly it nvor 11 period thoy hnvo rocruitod one or two, 
Gr ovon nol workero, The toot io 'lhathor their activit;· in tho ahops hac ploia.Sd 

;,;: ..... . ~· ..:_-· .... ~ ... • .. ,,''·; 
'·''• 

.-.· 
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v;: thom in 11 poai tion !fhsro in a ori tical e!.tuo.tion thily oan reo~ui t in lar~~ 
i·.'. numbero,·.ths.t h, have'!hey •atabliahed thfllllottlvea'ao revolutionary leaders 
! · in the f'aotcey, We have. a aid, that embryo .soviets may oweep the oountey in two 

years. It ~y be ton or fifteen years" but it may be tomorrow. Wha~ doe1 
this indicate to .uaf It means that \fO oannot op•rato ln a one-aided way in 
the factory. !le develop fully-rounded o.otivity which leads to our de i'aoto 
leridership. over mu.ases of~w~rkera - 'lhethor they join the party today· or .not.· 
We must accept organizaticnal respon~ibility for our iduaD and propoaale, that 
ie~ we must bo prepnred to accept positions ot leadership. A common e~er
io'nce is for aomcono who is demanding that this or tho.t bO .done, that the 
atOW'ard or union of.f'lcer to.ke corto.in action, to bo naked by workers I 11 You 
havo some good idoo.e, you seem to' bo willing to fight, why do_n1t you rWl for 
stbwo.r_d, or commit't.eeman?~'~ If we o.re to bo O.ccoptod as sori01.lB poople-by 

~ ~ '~'·. 
~-J • '., 
'~ . ' . 

tho workers wa muet bo proparod to say, "You, I will run." 

Single coinradcs, iaol.nted in o. fnot.ory. w_ith perhaps 
eom.o personnl limitation or 'other, cannot function :i.n auoh an all-sided l1ay. 
Sut that should not prevent a cloar w1dorstnnding of how the Party works in 
a fc.ctory, r.epresentod idenl_ly by the-Party fraction which can utilize _tho 
talents of dif~orent.· comra.dos and cq.n oper11te on tlio basis of. a diviSion ot 
labor. 

Toma I~ :i.s tho activity and desires ·of' the rank-and""file 
which guide our own activity in the unions·~ 'fle a_re all agreed on this. 
Irving· DW.kes .. this p_oint ole~r-~ Ha also uiake~ claar that, .v~ng in: degrB&- · 
With the varying situation -ili fiff'eront unionaJ· th9 shoP· stotfa.rda reprea'fint·: 
tho desires of' ths rSJik-and-file .. Irving 1o ,·illl<ged preoccupation withtho ,, 
shop·-9tewards: is oounte~poaed :f:.o _the small number. of-Jecrui ts .gained· ~rO~: · 
years oi'"work~' 'It is implie·d tha.t the i'a.ilure to ·rect-Ui>t··. flowed --rrom·his. :. 
a:ttitu'de toward -the stewards. 'i'hie critic;tam io ma.da· ttithcut sutf'ioieri.t ref~.'· 
er.~nce -to the p_6.r~ic.ulB.!-_ sitUation in Whi~ch he ~uno_tioM. ,:;',''''''-'; 

v~ have been saying for ~ears that workers were. inte_~-:,-., 
ested .arid attr9.cted by rovolutiono.ry ConceptS, ·ware moved ··to action" ·more 
by the dea.ire to o)1DJ!ge· sooioty tl1an :by desire for '!"Other 'nickel in payo' 

. This, Irving represented to th' woz:kers Under his influence. But not a~ 
breath of ,this o.ppearod· in the preos or the uieotingi' of ·.the WP. One man 
09J'\l'lOt s~bst'itute foz: o.n_. orge.niza.tion·.. Some sooroo ~rwrkera 'am"! to WP ' ~·; 
affairs. That party. could' neither interest th0m 111or 1\old th.,; 'he f'aHuio 
vas the 'f'ailuro .of tho politics of tho WP, not the error· of Irving's ovaluat:-: 
ions of the shop-stewards. · · · . ,.. . . 
' ' 

Even in tho 5'1/P I t.hink oohooa oz' this problem will 
remo.in Nlth us f'or ·som.o time. Tn~.; resolution and th!8 spoooh of Oa.nnon on .. 

'"The Coming Americen Rovolut1on'1must ·still be tra.nalatod nrad axpresaod ii'l thO·-<,·. 
spooifio o.rtioloa in ihO Milit:ant, ·Carried ot..""t in notion in t_he oono'rate, ·.:;.
'day-to-do.y nativity in the trade unions. The oommCmts ·'Of othor OODI:f~dea 
oono.orning t110tioo in tho unions, and .. tho bulletin· of'tho BWP previously.· 
reforred to, o.1•o a warning of th_o po.tienoo D.nd uridll~~l;r\r.ding :t:oquir·ad, whil_e:_ .. 
the· revolutiOnary porapootivo ia worked. out in prt\otin~. ThJ numbOf· of thusor 
wo hold in tho mov0111ont will loo· tho moaoiare· of' our ai:;ooooo in thts task. 

i• . • . 

,:~~~~:'c:·:~~ Johnaona Thie apoooh by ir;r.::n)~ 1.1 cnc of t-he· mcut 
nb_lo. oontributiona mo.da. iO our' onUaua. It. hart ,t·-. ... ~tJoc..>.l "Y" :t~'\.'!Gs. 

1) It ~:s rovclutiono.t'l·· '·:t· fl ~=~· "t.'1n· tthr!e \.':~lot.HI t.\~ ·a. 
o.:od~.um for buildir.g a. ravoluttonQr.y pnrty ur.d !l:t'O:::JC.l"! 1'-6 \'·c.rJ.:a:or1 ~r;r ·t~·) over~. 
".,};~a~ of bot\".'l'tr'' a Boui(l·;.y, · 

,. . . ·t 



' Tho problem here is not new. It ia n'Jt a. a·s.uoua pi'oblS. 
Nor ie it a matter 01~ o.lieno.tion. It is n. prC'blem of ov<:1r~· revolutionary 
movement, from the timo 011r movl.!ment began. The Communist ~·illlif'ceto aaya that 
the Oonr.n.o.:1!ctu tako part in the day-to-day life of the wol·I~.Jra but o.lao 
rulJroB<.:nt the r;onara.l int.eJ'cs+, of the wcrk:t.ng-cl(IJ)B m·)\'cmdlt.~ 'l'ho problem 
is and t'.l"'nya hn'l bocn to CC·::Jbino t!u:;so. '.Chie proolem wa. are trying to solve 
an on,.ry aoci1~liat. mo'/f'Dll~nt huG to dvo it, not once o.nd i'or all, but oontin .. 
uouely. I) ... the gcnoro.l :bj.torc..ste e.lono nro eervod,. thon you fu.ll into seot
a.:oia.niem. If l':>U capit·!ll!lto to ovory da.y-to-do.y 1ntorost1 the ~oault is Opport
Utdsu. If thcza oro divorgont vicwo it is nothing new we hnvo disoovorod. 
Thoro nro th~tJo ·two r.apocta and .,.,o havo to rc+nto them, now nnd Bf'tor tho 
revolution, too. So tar this ia nn international fm~ n n~tionnl problem. 
Btit thin ia a spacial problem in tho u.s. In the u.s thero is no mas aocio.l
dcmoorf\tio party though it itJ o. highly-dovolopod cnpita.liat oountrl'• The rcoult 
1a trot tho prolotariet i'oola tho woight of cnpi tllliat production nnd io impollo;i 
tcwardo socir.liam. .iiut botweon tho docoption of the bourgeoisie and ita" . · 
agents, tho trndo union leadore, it feola tho impulao most in 'prOduction itBc,lf{ · 

. ' . . . . ·, ·. · .. • .. 
. .. . . -'·~/: . . 

,. InOthcr oountr1cef tho rovolutionD.ry\)fgD.nizFltiO>:n:·t· .~ha~· :·.~····~~~·~••:c~;;;t in tho Sooilll-D0111ocrncy ond tho Oo11m1uiliat hrty •. llut in tho 'United a 
struggle for socillliam hl\a to bo baaed on the exporionco of,tho pr'ool<I~OJ'111~;1n 
tho ·t'actorios. It' you do not understand what 11 problem this. is, ·you ooncorn •· 

· .. youraolvca )'ith two thiugs. · · ·· · · · · · 

1) .·rovolUtionn~y l.!lanir'Cotooa ·fOr holidr.ya, and' · · >· . ' 

. 2)' tho noGoseity to build n lnbor p~rty. Tho WP 
· rOy'OlUti:ono.ry parop~otivo. Thoroforo, l:t ompho.aizEla tlm aecone.. 

;·a •. ·.,·:m ' :. 

·.· ' .:; . . . .· . 'It ia £rem th"o thet tho caucus hne aprung. ..,. did., not'/, 
, C:ara: o.bout politics in ganorn.l. Wo·: dov:ol::>pod :through tpo OjtpGricn~G.ln~ ~ha:- ·.<. 
·u;s,·.,•nd .in the liP; nnd tho .nood to find ooiiinUst propugllndo; thnt. "'"' oono.ret:o,. 
tO'·Jtri:t the no~d: of tho Amor-iOnn W9rkora.: ,._ :: · ' .. ,·. · ... ·.- . . :r_. 

,. . . .· .:-.Tho .Amoi-ioan prolGta.rio.t, boca.uec of tho toohniqU.e of: .. 
."Pr.~d'Uction hGr..:iJ· is thC mont li.dva.nc<-:_d ·in:'tho""'world··nnd· Wo. ha.vo.- lotir~Cd m:my:· . 

. _:lessOns .from·· 'flhich'·o.ro. d::soiaivo in··etudying· production ruld politica·.on- a:·-
· ... World. aca.la. This ia n no.tional peauliafity• ·It. io ·bocnu'eo of. tho American 

.piolotlll'int thnt our" concern ·with wllllt wo Cllll' o.l:l enntion. hna holpod uo not 
only to rniaa to a now lcvol.tho study of,MorziaD 'political economy but ~o 

. recognize :tho higher atuga of tho,<l.rugglo for oooiuliem tod~y. . . 

··i·~.;.· ·.· <But for. the u.s., ii.:r~S.i~~~ ~-p~oi~l problem. Prop-
&gS:oda for e_ooialiam must bo :revolutiOMry but ooncrct.C nnd rorthe t:.s~ 
i'be. concrete: means the Pro·oeBs·, of production. ·rhoJri:l the Am6rlonn.W0rkor~ are· . 
v.ery. edvnn11ed and thoro wo must. bc.ae our aooio.list and x•evo).ut.t•::n.~\Y •:-·!'~!'.c.'e.n.nd:A·~·< 
The ~f.P,.·could not. find thl.\t bnaio. Hcnoe o.ll it ouu.ld do. \j'B.e to an.r, .Lo.Jor .- - · 
Par.t1, Labor P11rt.y1 !'- complota nbstract.: All thnt wo havo, explllinad in cu~·····.: 

)Wit.li'icu.u-·resolU.tion• · ~.-.' 

l'inlllly, there is not only n orecilll: nntionlll oitUD.tion, 
·· ·,·.Tho, cllUCW! io. in " spocia.l position, 

. Thooe eigbt.weeke wil:hnvo not. been ·a 
,.onr•>i'ull)'·.>ll•ot.:IL~·~a.d .. ~l!lat~v••Y• ::·'l'he ::oauall8 · had: t.o dovelop sp•••~''" 

~:ilii&t~!0i~~;::r;;;~!;):i··2;:.::v~d:;.::~~;.~:<:::;i·.lx;kD~~.::~G:L:L~:~:,;,i~;~~:<:"·!::2~i:ir~}~£~~ 



SL-_··.· 
~:-~-~---. 

~~~,,~r 
~\i.~' . 

~~,f·< . 
~¥·~~:::\:~ 
~?;{~···::::·:·~ 

_;•· 

~i;:',;·.' 
[:j~ ... '.· 

~-:\~·-
~b~_·:·· 
~;.,,·. 
f§P·::~-

[;~'3' '; 
0.1<': .. 

~f::;:':· __ 
iliit . 
~~:_.::-_:·,· 

~L~.,,-

nth- Ou~a~i~8a~.t~ :mako, 
o.thizora. 

If wo were a small pa.rty1 than we would i';a.ve giVen a roWldod 
proeonta:tion in ralntion tomtivitiea in thotrado 11nio~. That was our 
buain~sa and those ~ho try to dincrodit us by trying to m~o out thnt whnt,wo 
ha.vo dono and writt,on ia our conception of tro.do union politics o.ro merely
stupid or mnllcio~a. 

diarJga.rd of 
cone r-::: L ?!y. 
can hr·.v .:: nn 
tradll UJ:i on 

A honvy emphaais h!s bo:.n placed on corta.ln aspects tO the 
others. But tho apocinlproblun remains which munt ba o.ttemptod 
fhia r(.;?t'lrt go us into our bulletins eo tho. comra.dca every.thoro 

idoo. of t1'~1ot. ouo .cf our own }Joople with our idco.e a.nd apcoia.l 
~7.perionoos thinY~ nnd whet tho ·comrades think. 

We tAvo no· trado union position. But t~l<. to tho SIW 
o.bou·C. th,~ac idol"'.a. Diseuse thom with their _oxperionoed prolc.ta.rinna. This ia: 

·tho one thing C.bovo all othora you should diacuas with thw not c.s mn.ttcrs 
o·.:a big policy but soaking oxpoz:icnce. 

I hr.vo a. little or..pc,riono~ in this question in rela:tion 
to n_ strike. _ !"ie hold m_cotinge in relation to the strike nnd we ro.raly dis-

.. oUaeed anything but ot-rika buainoSa, origin Of uuiona 1 wim1iilg aon+;.,_cto _-tor 
s;triko. But a.fter .tho ·mootinga we tc.lkcd C\ll the timq nbout 'int-ornat.ion.,l 
socialism. Tra.velling_ 1-dth individunlD to diff'ort.'Ilt f;l.rGa.sJ whonc.vor tho 
:_-oppor~unity of'fe::rod itt~olf, we_diaousa'3d._·politi.cs. I .talked my faoe ott··1:· 
.. about tho ·_r·evolution n..'ld thoy vcr~ willing to· liot1n. W•J don 1t propoae.,. o.e 
thS stUpid '!/P triad tc amo:e.r uo with,. 'talY..ing··ravolution.:'9n the union :t'loOr, 
nltho~gh __ somctimco t,l-l'.t too is nooeaunry. , Wo ropub_liahcd ~n tho bul~utin· .. 
tho ot-her dny oUr genOrnl ata.tcmont of tha z:olation. The ·roat is· to bo-.: ~•ar.n•• 

. by oXpr.ricnco. '·'""''~,;~. 

· · : li'ving 1_s ·ocntributl-on, e.a I Rilil!., is· rP.markable. He'.pu·ta"·· _·: ·c~.·:.;,c>~ 
foJ;"WaJ'd n revolutionary- lin~ in the union movoman~. At the aamo ti.mo Jim ...... =· 

sa.ys no·t. to conoCrn ourrJulvoa ao _m\lOh-on thc.urdcm floor but to devOte our-·· 
aolvaO· to indiVidual poraon.;.to-peraon conto.cting. l ho'pa tho following 
oxn.mple will help •. Sho.chtmnn .told it "to us. It io tho nd\rl..Co ·or .Trotuky 
tho S~IP in Minnoapolia. · 

·The SliP o0ntr6lied.·-a big union i~"Minn~polis, . Now a··._,_ 
union lee.der cannot use biB position to advance reyolutionary policy. '. Sto.l-'! 
inlets .can do this hac!luao they have a. big Intorno.tionnl-organization, BU;t-. 
the workers usually have not ·put .leaders in their _position beori.use 'they are . · 
reVOlutionary but beonuae they want union ·loBder-slrl.p. 

T•otsky wne told i>y the BWP leo.dero, in l9;58, tho.t they. 
Worked with progreaaivea against Stalinists. 11-Yea,-'1 oa.id Trotsky, ·11 todo.y 
you Work with progressivea. Tom:orr·ow when w~r cDtlca, tho progres11i_vea wi-ll 
join with tho S'talin~s·~s against you. You must prep<ir~.• · 

. .~ _" ' 

While 1.ee.d6ra· do union bu"a:Sneao,. thoy uhou.ld. ·t.rO.i.n J:C\:.n&~"~· 
cO!!.re.4ee to put for..,A.rc:l revolut~one.r:r politics on the floor~ s~e old-timer!,_~:: 
will- object. Th& trade-union· leador9 will then .tM.yJ 11 Thnt young oanro.d~ enid•_. .. 
some good thinge. Porho.ps o. littlo ·extreme, but ho ha,ll ·ov<•ry right," to ee.yth•=•-·:·.;';' 
beco.WJo othors hnvG apokon of Rooaevalt. l'hia is e. d"cmocrlltio union. 
ho.• o. right to opeo.k." In thia wo.y our union loo.doru gotfavolutiono.ry dootl•i••e::/f;~; 
aprco.d amonr,ot tho r~nl,-nnd-filo. I think that thia gon0ro.l idon cnn i>o. 
useful- a sort of O.~vioion of labor. Oontrol o.nd autho1·~.+.y in o. union is 
of f;r_oat valt~.G unlcils it· is a menno of o.dV:o.r,cing ro'vol\,lt1or.o.ry P,~.·~ ~~~~· ~~~~r.,~<' 
gor.onl, or in plll'tioulo.r, aooording to tho epeoiO.~ .oiro\Jmata11ooe• 

' - ,:;_ .. 
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not.iv1ty provento ·you from' oarry1ng out propas~~nda day-to-day,·. then ao.Sethms_· 
is wro.ng.. You hn.vo to lonrn to a~mbino the t .. ,o. T~o prose plc.ys ita rclo 
horo, too~ But tho ralntion between tho p_roaG, prop9.ganda. n.nd tradc-unioil · 
work is not thotz-nde Wliun question. That involves tho whola pol.itionl lino, 
ito cotimnto otth~intornnt!onnl.aitua.tion, ate,, otc., which ia not our 
oubjoot, 

, Flrla.lly, I want to say a ffN words ahout theunion oi' 
which Comrade Cooper spaaks, I have :~oard a lot of' talk for a long time that 
the S~~ is wrong in its policy, I don 1t know. But indiVidua.l comrades should 
remember thia. '•,'auld the SWP oppose your tolling single contncta about the 
revolution and winning th0111 to the party on that basis? Permit me to say that 
I doubt it very QUoh, 

Let me give you a warning. On tha union quoat.:ton we ha.ve 
no position ae on the Russian questiorit Every mnn is on his own and. Irving, for 
example, or John ~ayden can oppose the _BliP line like a.."ly otht>r S't.'P membor if 
thoy think differently. They would be·, in fact, wren~. not to do so if thay . 
wanted, That sort of thing cho.nges from period to period• But f suggeat that 
before you attack a l~ne, mnke sure of tha facts and havG your flanks and roar 

-covered. 

'~_f .. ~r..~~: .. t."·.:~.-~.~ .. ··,···:... . . For my" part, I· prop_oae to upend ~B mudh of ~y timo as. I._:! ,":_:·.
1

_ • •• • 

~ .. ,:~ co.n, lcnrning about .the S~f.L' in the unions;· what they have, how-long they .. hs.v.~-~- ~:~ .. ': 
M~J;.{;· · · )lorkCd in this plaoo, whnt policies .they ·tried, how .thciy worked. out,· who· · '·.:: 
~;:r · thinks differently and why, If' you tnlk to a workor o.nd ho oayo, 'I don 1 t, 
&f.fl'1rii/' ·w·ant 't.o·,_listcn to. yOur tO:lk about. aoc:to.lism, baco.uae the policy ot your pUty. 

~-·2-.·{~~~· ... H . ·.·.:in fao Union io."no good, !I then you ·hav().-·oauae ,to be ·alarmed and' to take it., ··'-, 
;.,-·t.~~:.·.·,·~.·,'::.·.:-\ ~-~~·-·; up serioLtBly. But unti~ then ,you youngar Onos, in particular, taka it,· eDJJy, · ·: 
'-'--:_· _ . · _learn, find out. I am not p&rtioularly. conc.~rn~d a.b'Cillt dt.Oouaoiitg the p_ointe 

~~_,.,-_._. 1 
· ·We have re.ie'Jd·· in· .our bulletins, etc. with tho S~lP, oxoopt thia -one. As soon 

Jt..~:/1::.:.·-_- aa we go in :.C ·want .to give. i.his .. b1.-1llotin to·Dobbe a.nd acmo of tho othar&_·· 
~E_ii.?.~.~:.·:_:·: " and say, ~~'I '-'ia.nt to ~ow who.t you· ·think. r. · ·." 

~ - , . Irving Marr~no 
If:{:'\ Summary of Discussion on °Tradr Unions and the Revolution~ 
~4:'· .,· ·. 
~i~!}~~-\-~\ 
\'!.~.','· ·. 
\Y~:..:-~.:: . 

' .. Tho discussion tonight revealed. that there are five. dis~. 
· tinct aspects of the qu6ati on Of trade un':on_. work which are of concern to · ·· 

. tho o·omradee. ·Not one· of· theao f.iwe'·problems ·co.ri bo oopa.rntod from ariy-. of 
· 'the others; they are all only teo.ture.a of' tho totality .of our work in tho · .. 

. shops and unions. Tho disputes~ the seemingly different pointa·of view, aro in 
realitl' only thr, ·oxpreaeion on the Part- of the comrades of ~ihich,of' the· five: 

··questions, ihoy g1v_o!ftho most emphasi·a ·in .their own tade uhion work. The- qtieat:• 
. i_on. ·t.hcn, i.~ not ontf,.propo!•.tions. Only tho proper. corubino.tion ·or nl.~ five will 

· ·. glvo us thu correct; mothod of work h thounicnu •. Tho fiv.:J faaturos or 1:.h~ d_;~ .. ~- · 
.cussion nre - 1.· Tho dalione..tion of la.bor11 ·and how this influences our • 
union work; 2, Rocruitmont- h01t it isi. dono and tho rCilo oi' thO party in reor\d.t-. 
m:mt; '· Tro.d.o union policy a.a ouch, tho ·problema .. of blocs, .loa.derahip nnd 
in genoral, of opportuniom and oao~lll'illniom in tho uniomi1. 4. Btrat" in tho 

, ,·working Ola.oo lllovarnont, 'l':ith pa.rticula.r roreronca to the uni._on 1~11k-and-t1le o.d 
·tho shop a~ownrdol 5, Our ralo.tiona with1ile SWP ln.tho immadiato futuro, Lot· 

nttOmpt to summntizo what tho d1acuuaion bna·~evurea 1~ e~a~ -~~~ABO 



,. 

. . " 

"'' ' ··, i ._,, 
'1~ 

: ri:oruitnoont (Tom and Jim i.,), t11o tho quoation of tho SWP and trs.do union· 
polioy (Cooper and tho visitor) and tw~ tho. unity ~f Bll tho quoe~iona (Oomrndoo· 
Hnrvoy 'lnd Jobneon). I wnnt to tnke· up, :f'irnt, tht) ramn.rks of. !lr~~t.l-; nnd Phil · 
o..nd t,h'l ll.ttitudo thoy oxpreoac.;d. Phil roa.d a quota.tion f'row Lonitj d.,;,a.li~g · 
with th'"! funct,ion of' tho trr.de uniono under n ,.orkvra t atrt-3, ir. tho post
~lu-:..l_E.n~.~,ry n_£riod. Tho fa.ct tl1nt ho introduced tho.t quotntion into tonight'.a 
diu~uaolc.n moJana th~t. it he:: manning for him in the pro:Jrmt work of the eomro.doa 
in tho union a. 1·1-:-.rty correctly pointed out tho.t this do'ls not. npply to tho 
f'ttnct.iono of the unions in tho atrugglo to ovnrthrow cnpitnliom or to defend 
and o.dv".ncc tho imm .. ~dif\ta intercuta or tho 1'10rkoru. '110 c~nruou "tho two periods, 
or ntto~pt to infuo::; the one wit.h tho content '.md i'unctiona or tho other, 'io a.n 
iru11ooaiblc objectiv~. Not only ia it impooaibl.Q1 tt. is utopian nnd scatf!!'ia.n 
and cnn orlly lend to our iaoln.tion !'rom tho boat BfJctiona of thO unlonista, 
the moot t.Di~itnnt o"{ thl. men in both tho rnnko cmd tho lcadorohip. I do not 
think that. Phil mca.no th'lt hio r.;m'lrko be ta.kon in thia mrul.:"lor, but it is 
importnnt for ua to bo nboolutoly nlear on this point. 

, i-iP..rty f!.!Go co.rrcctly atnted thl'l.t we ~uat iiltograte tho 
.aovmingly diffarGnt points of view exprasaod horo tonight. Comrade Johnson 

(_:. · o.ls.o r~mo.rkcd th~tt we hrwo s_~.;:oinlly owph11aizca ono of our contributions to , _ ... 
\,·_·.-~.~ .. ·.> ... ·.: the unduratr.nding of r:ovolut.iono.ry politl)oa today. (the o.na.lysis ~r ~he alionat~ -.· 

_ of lr~bor and who.t ·it docs to tho worker.: It r.oprcaonta, for us, o. new o.nd · 
r"i:~>· .importFlll.t fountainhc!ld oi'. id<:~o.a, but it dooa no~ nego.to, nor w.:~o it intended_ 
;::.::~-'-.'~ to nc.gll.ta, nl.l ot.hor 'L'ormo o-2 nativity end prop~a..."lda. in tha uniona auoh' aa_.-1 
iJ.'i.,:•.· 1, Political ptq>agmln.tL'ld·act,ivity, political in tho oenoe of contraoting 
f:t/;·:: . .-, · pOliticn..l Hno .Jn tho dil.jr-to..:da.y. qu.Ja"t.iona t. o ·t.hc- line· of "th~ Sta.linie.ta 

l_~~'.l:.:, .. ··.:;. :.· ·~ ~~;·m~h~~~~:~~:;:n~!~m~k:~.~:;:r,:~~~~~~~n::~~=. ~·~h:·;~;~~l:n~.;·' ·~~~~~ .. ;·:.:\·~4~;~~;~~ 
!li~., ,Our oriont'o.tion on ,.thia cn·hro qucation of 
~fl:(· ·_of _the lnb.or of the worker, the l;eductlon of tho.individua.l·wc•rl<:or 
l":',...-····.- · : __ ;_'~fragment. ·or·"' ·i:inn11 .. ih thl! "l~tb9·r· ·proc·oaei· ltBal"r, iS·- oxi'rsmely lm,oortan·t 
:~_:.C~.·-.,·~, ._ ·the· purposo 9f (nnd the .undetet~dirig) of p!oduoing ;opt'.o~tiva 
tt~;~.:: agnnde. t'fhioh l'lill rcnoh tho !'a.n~-o.nd-t'ila fa.ctory. wo_rkcr r.nd conv,i.nco 

m!~·,.·:~,· ... :·.~_ ..•. ·.·;:.·.' .... ,:.: .. -.· .... :~···~.·.·.·.' .. ,: .. ·•·•·.. ~~~e~~i~y f~~r·th:n~~!~~ ~:! ~:~! 1! ~~p o;~r~ o~~~~;:m~nd ~i ~~~~ !.~m;:d i.:poo:.rrt,o~l21: •• " .. ,. 
·.. . ions, but ror the antlre orientation ot 'th~ party -·t.owards .t:h~ ·work8ra as 

in "the" press, ·olna'aoa, roru_ms, etl). and,_ in g<ti-:.ora.l, -:t.~e· oyerall approo.ch 

.i,t.·,r;:;.;:·:~':·:·(·:· ... :.·.:· t~1e party, to the probloms ·:r propagahda f,or tho. oo~io.•l· :•volut~on.. . .. · 
,
1

_ This fra.gmentntion of the laborer , the · ·:LnutiOulate 
h etrh'i~g for the univeraaHty of·mankiiod" '(Nettie)" oxjireauc·o'··i~eel:C 'and 
~'\.· ·· . again I .only rcpe~t. >that. H<1rty h>< to say} in different .•mys at diJrf.< 1rc•nt 

I
. · a1llong dif'f'orcnt gro-ups of' "'Prkera, ~.,e usa thoir. r.oo.ctio:IB, t'irot ·by un.deu·taiodjLiij~;;,Ui'i 
{ ., ~, thom OurselvcaJ _llnd than ·oxplD.ining thet1 to the \'IQ~l~c.r in order to mobiliz~ .. 
~~.\-~·. hiM o.nd orgnnize him for.· the eocinl revolution - whiCh -ia .to say, to rooorui t 

.. ; him to the party. lt iB only a.. Question of how· thio is d6ne, and. it acoma ~C? 
,;;":. ·,.. mo (from whnt I hnve hoord tonight and the impreoeion my bo quito miato.ken) · 

~ .... , thrit Fhil me>.k'3a. nn e:4 ror -in tho npplioJJ.tiOJ;J. of. theao idca.a, ' 

~-
~: . 

1~ .. ~.: ' 

·'· 
.· . 

1'!;.' . 

~~::2~~- _i·(~·· 

Thin io, how~ver, the im:--rceaion whioh he ~nvo ma. T.? . 
'?XJilntn tho Umitn.tioJ!B ot' tho trndb union nnd ita atru@:gla to C\ groU? c-f' . 
wor!,oro who you arc tl'Yillll to b!ing to tho party 1B ono thing,' b1.1t to "nt:ip.oni·. 
't!-Jsm n,_~ainD t. • il'io· ·union is a. fo.lso pol ioy. · 

We must org~nizo the workcra for the union 
the bo·m ~"~ well ae for thO rovoluticnnry party, and the two go ~~;;;;::~~~r~~: 
OOmrrJ.dt:. .TohhDon apok~ nbout tho "oldest pro_blcm of the co:nmuni~t 



r ?;-.· ~ ~ ,~:: ~p:~~ .. ·:~:~r··· ~:~::;:::i:;;~:~!·~:z-~t'l;r~~ ··:::;.~:~;:~;:~:;~;~::,~~~:;~~~~~~~:;w,~~\~7'~~·~ 
wrote about in 

... 

int.ei-oata of tho ~OI'king clnso 11 , quotation i&··aEr •au••~• 
Manit'oeto) 1 "Tho Oollll1luniato t'igbt. !'or tho atto.i,.,ont of the •mz••al!'''~ 
for tho onf<'roomont or tho mcmontL~.ry intorosta oi1 tho ttorking 
tho l:lCIV:mon+ of t~tQ f!roDont, thoy aloo :cprusant a.nd tnke oe.ro of the future 
or· tf):o.;~, r.o..-· .. lll.<Jnt. 11 ,~,·" d0111onetra.to to thG workara trot -thair roa.otion to tho 
lllionr· .. ~\·,1 t":·i' thoir J·.bnr is in rualtty an (lXprousion of theil• d;;airo for aooia.l-
iom !;:.. ··_,, .·"proaont +,}_.J ;

1.1or.-:::ro.l intcr.Jato 11 - the prolotnrian revolution, 
To b~ :"'. '-:i_._..,, tn ilvf•Jnoa of' thoir uda.y-t.o-dny 1ntoroota 11 (:thit Mrux cnllcd their 11

I&m,tJdi·d.c• r.~ ... :a 11
) L1'J1mu n noe:oasnry pnrticipnticn in tho union at.rv~glua, Whioh 

wo try ·to rnlao to o. hir;h:n· plc.no whcravor pcaaible. It ia a quoation oi' CUJ.pha.sis, 
and U~Jtttc r>.nd Phil BOoJlll to hnvo genu too l'nr i'l ono direction at tho ~xponoo 
of the other. Thoy hnvo not yet mnd\l a. fuulon o!' t.hc two, :.rhich is Bolshc:viom • 
Nor ha.vc ·they indicntud in r.ny wa.y how their· umphaois produces u. ohu.ngu in. 
thoir trudo union nativity Cind policy in tho uniono, ns c0ntrnatad .:wlt.h that 
outlined in my nrtiolo or i'nr thnt mnttor with th~~ policy or tho S~IP. It may 
be n hr)althy runction to the. opportuniom or tho paot, but it represents tho 11
other aida or tho coin" nt thio stngo of the clr.as atrugglo and the building 

o!' tho party, 

g~ fi~{l&tm~'llh. ~ho Unions and tha Par~ 

Oomrado Jill!. L. emphdeizod the queatio1~ or reorui tmant to 
ths party and ao.id that 11 this mUAt_ bo dono on e. poracnal bB.A1a. 11 Both he a.ild 
Nattie pointed out 'that all·tho••ork th11t I .hove done in my local, all Hc~.. 
prestige and inf'luonoe which I ha.vo boon o.blo to osto.blish~ ho.e: not htd :to -
recruitment and thDt. thio demonstrates that oomothing ie. wrong in my mot hod .· ·' ·i 
·of work. Marty and Tom havo alrendy otatod in e.nawi;r to thie .thDt no ono 1e cH·',.:. 
recruiting at tho proeent time, and that it ·provoo oboolutely nothing,. Suoh ·.'\•.i'. 
o..method of' judgmant'io pl"ngQatic nnli f'nlSe,. and cannOt .produCe n frW.tful;· .. : , · 
diaouasion. To reduce th·J. quoetion of· rooruiting, aS Jim tends to,_ to 1ne .ot 
personal cor.tocting nnd visiting (important WI thoy arc); ·ie to roduoo n to _. 

·. _ 0oolidgo
1
s fo'nnulc.tiori of "rocrui~ing· moana log work11:, Dl,.d .to "l'lt. !t .go c.t that-~ •.· ·····-""' 

It. ,i.; a. fahle· perepectivo, and f'oi·s:ote a thouaand.·other factors ln the question.:-; . •. ' . . 

·Toc:~ has .correctly atras~I'Jd. tho imP.ortnnoe of' tho ·party 
preaa anti other aotivitice in the quCs,ticn of roorut.tmont.- If thO oomrS.de:s 
forgot this, they !'orgot all thnt w"s writton by our tondcrloy in· our dOcuments: .. 
en· the AlDerielln Question, 11 Education, -~1 taticn and PI'opo.gnndan ,e.nd 1!Building' · 
t.h6,Bolehuvik Pnrty11

• In othar worde, ,they.forgot 611 that we at11nd for: in , 
tho ro-nrming o!' tho po.rty 'at the present. time~ Moat important of all thoy. 
forgot the role of the ,prase as ·ri. recruiting egont, All th&· suhoc~iptiOna .-in·: 
my plant, and all'tho workors who woro brought to party forum~ and were not 
roorui tud, pointed to the fo.iluro of tho party and not of tho ',"'"k in tho WJion, 

.. 'Ai tilu.Bt todnY ple.oo ouraelvea in a .poet.tion to db ~-~pid 'and~, 
bold rooru\ting at ~ corte.in point in the development of tho cloas etrug~lo, · 
to bo r'la~y to move fol-vo.iod 11 in thyt,hn with the class etruglllo11 , as ~larty said/ 
a.nd thc.t manna to boocmo lmown to wido sactiorD of tho union mc;raboraliip; which;· 
in turn moano taking on active part in the lii'e of tho union and to.!:ing 

· orgo.nizt\tional DBpcnaibi!ity for it to BOcl.'lCD'!tcnt1 and not to d.ivorce onase_lt. 
f1•om it oompletol:,--. ''lo muat. bo' tho boat of ttll the union mon, tho moat oolf... . 
so.orificing, but it alSo M!lD.llB thr.Lt we rnust diutln~".lieh ouroolvou frol!l o.~l'·.othera 
in_ tho things wo do o.nd say in thot union. Agnir.,it is. ·~nl:t u fl1:~t.i()n.of" .haw, Eind oJmph~Utia. · 

' ~. -· 

_ ... ~ . :~ ' ..... ·. ,, ·-;··· 
.: -... ~-· :::~-·: ;_ -.. ..;· .. ·-



. :~-.One of the oomrs.des Spoka B.bout· the '11 h1storioal isola.ti.on 
or our muv«atmt frOM the ma.sses which has pr0du:al itS pr<3s.:mt polio!.6'8 in the' . 
unions. 11 It is absolutely Correct o.nd I ti-ied to indiooto th:d;· in my a.rtiale. 
It is .Aignificllnt that J ohnuie of Detr·oi t ~leo spoke o.bou+. this at our conf'er• 
onoo and poiut'3d ·out thnt tho nftc.,soo.ry correction could only tako place with· 
thn influx ol' thou&~ndn of wor~arainto tho r·a.rty, with the ending of. tho.t. isolati'on. 
Our o.rgwncnts '<~ill not~ convince the S'•lP, but ra.thor ''to Nill ropr~aont only a · 
oonacloua airi. 1 n tht).t oorrellti•to rJroc£s8. Our pol i ticnl llno represents the 
oorrt:ction tt1.1.t :i.t r•.:q:.tlriJo t-ho catul!'st of worker-elo;}m3nts to bri:·g about the 
n~c··.3s<;>ry r• .. c..ction. 'L'h6 cor:~rllrio.:~ mu:Jt rem•·r.lb'Zir th~t in t,hrJir future wcirk, 
anr\ thht :.8 p•oci<1oly tho raoeon J'or our pol ~.cy of 11 to t};o proleturie.t uith the 
comra.d1.·:J of' the S'.·lf, to· w-ork with th~.:m unO lea.rn from and td th them. 11 

co·o~cr raised thu question oi' hlo.,::J in the unions and the 
pol!cy of t!•:~ S~tf' in illia pni'ticulo.r aituution. ~'iho:ti_ he hna a•1;td, nnd th'lt is 
nll 1..hr.t I know about his union, indicntca hcY'.f ll!uch tQCre· correct is tile ori~ht
tlti_on of" thr:J S'll? as compared to thnt ?f th.J'I/P. iie snya thnt 1~tha SWP ia e£!-g·er. 
to g9.in control bocauor. tho eituo.tio,n -in . .Amoricu is pr.e-rcvolutionary a.nd .· _, "'<'"··'" 
is nc~eaaary to.h~va lc~4ora a~ the top ~ho oo.n l~nd th~ man forward fro_',m;,·.~~;~~"'j~Ccft[ 

'poa1"tion. 11 l'hnt ia thoir motlvntion, ·nnd nno.lyeia. Their policy 'f 

correct orientation_,· the revolutionary pe.rapectiv~, but thu tactics· 
the· actual si tuntion o.nd thCt nc.tunl bloo· mr.k·:t mD.y bu wrong. I 
lmow ~ore beforo. passing judgm!jnt on that, Comr:'l.do ·Johnson ;n.a~'ca1;e~ 
sidQ of the. question when hB said tbo:i!.o.~Y policy ·t>thich 10o.da to ~o>.r<:LD!!: 

. VoiceS in propo.gnnda fo"r soaia.lism ie · obviouly incorJ•eot,· and- .them 
he doubtod very much-if-th~·S"IIP prevante~d oUr corura,des or i:.h.Oil"a freta SJeO<!JClc~0 •,::. 
to' wo·rkei'a about socinllsm, I doubt it too· •. 

. . . . In--ev8rY, "frn.Cti'on .a. ·di.viS!on of ·iab.or'-t~k~a· .p. 

Ul!lrly in the l~rg~r ·frr.t.otiona.: It ia llooasG:J.ry.- oncl C"rrect 'in· . Y0;;~;~~~}ii;~f~,,:~;j;,?; ·t.ha.t· s~oh c. diviDlon of lnbor shou'ld take plno,J, with snU.o ooniradfJB.· 1 

. ·mor.e o'~e,,ly thAn. othofti ~.or. th~ party, while. 'Others', invOlve r.nomssLv,es 
· clooaly. with tho trade union work itself, the blocs, t.het internal pauuc• 
th9 .organization of" .Pl-ogrr.st~ivo· gl'oups, etc. The only thing tr.ut 
is thflt '\o.'hore such a. division. of labor does· take plo.cc .. the prnpOr 
be gi von to party ~rop(l.r;~mdo. and recruitment, to oOnto.oting for the no.rtv. 
Oj,ll more wor~ murit 'b•.: ~_:nid ·on. the .clueatton. of Dlooo tlnd the' g8naral· i ;~;,;;,U;n-'of'::'/4,;;{, 
Union loadtH'ehip. It ··ia ju~t o.a inoorrOct, from 'tho other_ Oido, to 
to Clttcr irito combina.tiona for union ulootions nO it i~ to er:tor them ·:)n an 
unprincip1.~d .. br.eia. 1'he uniOn·le not ~.n anomy orgnnization, 'it is the lnas'S::: 
o~~flJl:t~a.tion of our o~'~aa, T·ho onomy'innide 'in tho lob'o1· buroa.unrncy IUld-'t~a···.·~: 
S+~linbta. But t-hro ~nion is C\'T ·orgnnizntion too_, 'j.-n tho;~ i~ bolongo to tho·. 
wOrker nnd toTO nttl!llly,t to provide nnd oupport. the best. londarahip at nll timeo •. 
There n.re not many ct+,ua.tione insid(t the union in w]f_ich abstmJti,.m ia· tho· c torre(\t. 

- pol.iay. Oppnr.tunism otcns not from tho supiJort, or non-oup!)ort IJ_J.' \"nriou;, 
groupings "in n union alco·tion, but the wny in whir.h tho po.rty frn.otic-n givoB 
thie support_, tho oxt.:mt tO which w.e 1•1ooycr up 11 for ot.}?nr ~li:lmont.o in·th\) blCo• 
In almost every olootion wo uwt give oriti6a.l rjupport :to _\lno a'lat£ or nnothor;_ 
indic~titig olea.rly. ";hy we sUr-port ~thur.1 o.nd D.lao. wl1C'!t :1 tJ · wrcing"Wi th .their ··. 
polioy. rbis io >~hr,t I meant In my nrti•>lc by "n,•t ployine hldo-o.nd-oock:.in . 
t.he union. 11 ·It h.1 horCt1 ·and in the ·mMn~.tr in whi.llh.wc 'dietingui.th our poo~~i~n··: 
.in tho union 011 all questions_, tho.t wo f'a.cJJ.thu j;tC'blLm c.:r owctilrio.ni.Gm lind ot: 
opportuni om~ .. · J.: ... 

. t·fhat ma.y bo sooto.rion •o.t o.no tit'lo nnd ,on? ptn.co tullY 
Opportunism in nnother, a.nd vico verso., but in ·s.ll· plt\ooo nne'. nt ttllttmos 
poa1tion or tho .!!.!!.':l<l. (not nuonooi.ril)' or every 1ndivl.dt~nl oomro.do).niu~t. 
'clonrly diot1nguis:•od from t.hot. or tho other ot.r ..... in tho workin~· olaos, ... ,,~, ... ~~) 

,. . ,, .. 
. ' 



,· 
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1.1-t·;,,,;.'. 

It to' a queotion of h"" this 1• 'dolie w~t e~ent.~ I gavo :~ .. ~;~:u:~~~t::•• : 
or how thie oan .be done in t.M. •the runcitione ·or tho· 
in tlle ·unionsn in my article. -The seotariar. shoutS the mea :Jag~, 
revolution~ all times without rcforenoo to the ourront.probloms 
claea Bnd tha wo'r~era e0onl8~ard him -as anfreak11 or 11 ,crewball." But it ,"lie 
har.1le it properly we can mnke excellent propagand~ for many aapoota of the 
trru1aitinnal progrruo, and for the revolution na well. ~t is impoaaible to 
tell the oomro.dea axactly how thio should be dono. It roquire::r e. grodt dao.l 
of ?ractienl oxp~rionee in the ahopo nnd on the union floor. Cne mu~t h~ve 
o. 11 i'eel 11 for, the mnaeca and the uituc.tion, "fhich C!ln only como with experience. 
!'here oM be no 11 direotivcan in this matter. One recent exo.mr1le which I oo.n 
givo is this. The union wnsdisCusoing tho question or cotnbliahing n coopora~ive 
purchasing center; ne the UA~ did in Detroit, and in tho courac or my remarks 
I told them 'that it, waa ·no anal'fer, even ·though I would support it: nnd th'lt it· 
would really be ~uch simpler simply to tnke over tho whola.worka fro~ production 
to consumption and settle it onco nnd for nll. After the mooting it led to 
nnother discuosion or the nsed for rc·volution. In aomo cr:.rHJ:a, auoh as the . 
T~t-Hnrtlcy Bill, propngand~·for·the genarnl atriK£ waa oorreot and propagnnda 

-for the lnbor po.rty W'"'B aect'lrian, at. lenst for o. feW do.ys or weeks. It is . . 
necaeeary to be ;Clcxiblo in s'uch matters and to know ttha.t the workers are think
ing. Other n.spocta of ho"if we determine poli-cy in .tho unioru oro covorod in 1/J"f 

.article an~ .t~oro ia no noed to repeat them hero. 
;_;)}'-._:; 
~;~~::.( .. >' .!h. Stra.te: in tho 'W'OrkinR; Oln.eo 

&~; ·,' Oomro.de Phil' en.idl nTha bulk of tha ~evoluticnaY leaders: 
~nt~t · ·. ·.· ··. · Ot tomorrow are· tn the rcnlka ~d not .in -th~ .stawo.rd · bo~y ,•md among th~. ~union. · 
r. .... -... ·· · ·.,_·lea'dOrs. ·I~ is this atrnto. t9:whicb )Ia· must diroct our __ rovolutionfiry pioop-· · '• ~~~~~L/~:!;. :&gari.da.-." And ·Nettie reinnrked thnta So~o of tho most li11litnnt._ niembera'·do ··no_t. 
~ .. ~- yl:,). ':)l.:t,tend wrl:on· moeti~a, but· e.'re ·very· receptive tO ~r prope.,ga~do. at thi~. ti~_ot~· 
tj'\,,,,,,~·::·,.~ . 'f~ must agitate emong the rank-and-f'ilo :<ith our idoos,. and tho. stc:Wudu will
l[l?P.:':--·:_ .. -· a_hl\nga· ~.~;,},- prouuU~~ .. -i"r=::b~lo•J_J;md trom. there o.lone.~ 1!.ell, __ .I m:o.not vary. ">-··::;::)/ .. 
~~f;: ·.·. po.rtioule.r o.bout whore we ohnll.(iiasemino.tt_ revolutionary propa.gand8. witl'ii~··~·· .... 

&{~~~~d:.·.··__ · ~~-~ e~~~~~;:1.a;~t m~:::~!~t~.~l:h:~=n~~~~~!1d!:~~B;~n~=c~~.-~~ ~~;ln~~:n::wp·e~~ . 
~,i(N'\C-- '" ' ••·-·····( · .. the···vBriouS;etrnt'a both to ;,'he union end· to tlie ravolutiOh·e. It 113 obvioual'y. 
f~::~~:} .. ::-i.'_<. , tru~_ thnt the atcwni-.da ch•1nge urldor pi'cesurO from. belcr111 n.nd tho.t it ·1e -thv_ . 
~.~~ .. :~,:~ ... ~.:·'·'.:-·.-;> . iS:nk-and-filG which will provide tho impulsion and forces for the revolution. 
~~·::. he ma.aaee, tho ra.nk-o.nd-file workora, wanted tha revolution, · · 
1'<<-:it.,:.:· • • • .,,hloh the Bolshevik: pnrty .led, 
lf~k;.:,;,'·-,· .. ·: but:.it wtla necossnry to b~ild tho po.l-'ty. We:_ muo~ und~rstO:nd the st;age of:. ···· · ... · 

~~·:~ ... "·,;·1··:,'.~···.:,;.~ .•. :,~· .. ··~··'·.···.'.'::}':~;··.,.': .. ;·.. . · d9gelopment of the po.rty o.t this tioia, o.nd who.t, m.u.st. ba dona to go 'foJtWB.rd~ ,_., __ ·.'But ·these comro.dea "tho look at tho union leadership e.nd oondaaui it D.e OllO 
· hopoleoely roaotionnry maoe nro wrong and ~end to forget an important atro.tun 

f'<~'~': ,' 'ln tho union, the lower rank leadorohip. It.wl\8 againatthio ooraoept that ' . 
~{:~;'.·y.'· ·1 go.vo cmp.hnsie to the st...,o.rd ·in my o.rtioh. · ... 

~1!'~1 !.-.~ The ·aooia.lwight ~t tho pioeacmt lower rank leaders, t.h'O 
~{:i.S[.. ot.ow~rde· and committeemen (tho union aatiYiata inil)norali iB enormous nil. . .· .. 
r.-:~ .. '"~r."~ .. ·:·'.·~j··.·.·.'_·.-,: . oo:Gpa.rod to tna.t or f.be ra.n\t-aM-tile.workor. Marly .hRB oXplDJ.nod thi'a •. 'Tho' 
,•." .. . railk-o.nd~i'Uo worker 10l1o · wao · .ncvor · o.ot.iYe. in .. tho union, when· reo:ruitcd ·to .tho · , . 
f!i ·;--· '· · .. pO:rty, muot. bo to.ue;ht to: b_ogln.to .learn .the t.houoiuid ond one Uttlo thinga· " · · 
~~/~~::: . . .'' niaeeaary ·to Provide loaders hip. tor £1 groUp· ot· wOi'kora. ·- Tl:l8 ·lcnfor ·r~nk ·loc.dere . ..:-_ 
~.-.. - . ..-alrco.dy hn.vc.t.hat,plua tho ... iioo ot .dccp:~iono.lloyalty, rooponoibility : 
~/-:.;.; :_- _,ani(o.otivity, and ,alao have ..... influonooovor other oaotiorJI of' tho laac!orahip· -. 

~~{~ .• :;:~:~~·~ ~:._~.r.· .. :.':····i.·:~~.·~~~.·;·~·· .. • ... -;r-... ·······:· .. :.·~._.~ ... ·.t ..... ·=,· .. _:~.:· .. · .u:r ~:~;~.-.~ ... ~,.-..• -" 
D~__..J\,\~~.A-··~-·.:JA.-·~.IJI.· .. '-·-~-.;. •' .:· . .:..:.:{ ·.,.~> .. .. ·-L'' • ,.. _, ... __ 

. . •' . 



{:.~;,;;: r:·: · :, i'"i'~··.~:.·:~:-~·:;~ :,:-~·· -~,,~F:?:~~~~!r:~:~,)'::);;~r:!~,:lr:~::10~1(~:~;:1';f~~~~fi~~m~~ 

:):"~-· ·\ . ,·,· .. _· -_· .-· .·.·-_, -·., . -·. -. :.··. / •;,;,•;·i''f:').';\';3 
'::} ' . .· . ' ' Thi• OI'JI 'bo •••n in !l"ditforoqt. ..... Y whon ... oa•~··r· 
":-· aoitivity ot the proresuional revolutioniet.; (oi.a Lenin defined . 

' !_ ~ . 
~~ 

r 

Ie ~o Be Done" - a member who w•1;s 1\t ·the' oomplate disposnl ot the 
the worker-Bolshevik.. The profe~siOl::-~h'l:-volut,ior.ist ir. Leriin•e pO.rty worked 
in different. oi tieo C':r f'a.otor1·.s u."i :1 1;3yty !l.Sai,e;mncn~, tf.ust o.s meet of Ua do. 
todn.y. :'~..ere he would t!Btoblieh o. n;Jr;!~UB.md. then lelive ftJr .tht:~ noxt EI.Suign
ment, b·,-·, h,J had to leave behind hi.1:1. in t'ha.t fo.~tory eomo 'rtQtker-leadetrA, mon · 
who ha-l rootn in th~ p u~nt and _cuuld. not :.:ovo a.'!Jcut ~riel ly -been.uoc of fnmil~r 
reeponaibil:tties and for ether rao.sone. 1·1creover, they wero more V'o.lu'lble · 
to the party in the factory whers th'ly w~ro known to the workcrn ~ !'heal"'. mon 
ho..d to :·tck up t:"'le work: o::' ti1e prof'ca3ionnl Dvoluticniut, do th!J tjlpll ot work 
tho.t !).· wn.J 1cing

1 
be the politi.,o.l rcprcsr:.nttLtive of tho pnrty in the pla.nt 

o,nj p.,in.J ovund a.dvicc·to the· fraCtion~ itore agnin, we_ a'"Jc tl10 diff.'eronco 
bct~:een the shop·- leaders ar..ci- the ·inn.otivo rnnk-Md··filcl-~ The loo.dar beco:nos 
the !"O.llylng pOint for tha mi·l~~;nn~s a,t .~ .cortaii1. Stnr;·c in _:th_o dovaloill~·cnt· .. 
of t.!1C" b:lo.aa ·s~··.~gle-, b~t .lt_o mufl.t be- ~OWI\~O .. thr. ~IoT~ci-3_ in .. or_dc'r to pe sUch ·> 
a rnllying. potn'ti •. , ·new rovolut~·i:·no.ey lfJ_n_dt;:ra ··:11~ o.rfac· iO ·o'ri'tXc'o.l tim_o·a, · .· ·.-,-~ 

-but· ·i·t':iS iicicitioso.ry t_o ha~c • :P_~~Y-· 11fl~-~ra_ 1;thcr:c f~~o.O) '\~'f ~-n_.gi~n;~~ in ,o·r~e(~·.;-.,._··.~ 
to gat t.ha most out of.o. aituntion.-.· · · . ,··. · · "'·· · ~. · 

~,.::;~::; ... ·. . . . . ~x:: . !~ 
i.::~~.::~~-.. ·.· ;: : ·1 ·. . _ .. -.'":: , 'itP:S -~dp~~:.f:!~;r~.-t~J'Il_U. _tha:~.-"~'1.?~ ig~9r~ .~!_lc t~~~;~~~;;~l~t; 
;"1,2:;:·~::,~ ,· wo~k.:r~ :ena: ~gi"rb~:'n~;~~~ _iuly-_ o'9~~h1s_-):~~!l~ .th.~~ .:"~.E"~:-f.ClfJh; __ 
;;,o;:.:,- ability' and~ diV1fli~n-of.lnbor toJ,toe,plac~ hcr_9.~~pf!~~:¢111_~:~f. 
~~_,i.~._:.··-.~--~--,;_:,:.,.":· 'o.· ·-.very cl1>B~ 'to (.our ... fi:)l~.PmtJ::t.c:a 1 ?A·~- P9.rs ono_l ~a s_ia ap~ .. f~~~!i_; t)lcrc . , __ ,.,~, .• --~· 
::k_ . tho .poi.ty~ Othi3ra .. oo.n work boat =·.mOng. t~c{ acti_v_,,StB .• !- ~por·~-;~ iS; 11~:~;~~,~~\~~·L%:/!ftii'[~ 
~~ .. -- botWe&n both nepocta ·of O\lf _work,· but on~' mo.y :,be dOno .. bott~-:r or• morn· 
·~~t'~-:: ciororo.~e i:.h~n p.nother. -'For. the paX:tY..·mcmbor in. thO _plo.nt, .,.~;.~:., ;,. •-~-.;~.;:•:; 
::."".~ ... :.~ .• _·,--.~-'.·,~~(-:;_-__ ._'.···-··.•_-: __ ._··.·.· __ ·· .... _.- _ ~ pl-oblom _ot how to r~ac~. th~so :workerS,· pnz1;.i_~ularljr in ·-tho ~;,~~:!~~:~·~~;:~}:?$:;fc/j ~-~-= _ ar.o milee long nnd hnvo do~ene_ of buildingu.'. I'bar-a arC·' only two u 

c~els. of rcS:ching t.hi.' mo.sa · o·f- ~~~rkero .. - trnde union· ohiuul.el6 

"'~_~}_;_~.'~.-.f:-_·_·.~ prcG$ which may bo diatribut'ed e.t· tho factory.· 'I' d_TJo.lt_ with ocine:~:::~:~~li~~:;~~WiJ!~I 
L ~ thii3 problGM in my rtrtiolO,- in tha er_ction·_o!a tr'o.dc union 
{~?~:··.:::. ism. To rcnch thoee workera ~hrough tho 11nion "'o !!lust to.ko ndvruot.<~go 
''fb~·"p•:' ·.·., opportuni ty''te: 1'-Jt them kneW. whO \o/0 :q·a ·nhd whot 'we· a:to.nd _for, •·''"'' ''hn 
~-:·/~,~-:;.' · wor.kera 'rtill krio~ Wh'el·~ to look iTt 01·der tci find· us ·and know -.· ·•·"·'''''''' 
f~;~):::.-' · tbii-lg tc.1, l~Ok fol'. -A~, r:~·ury _roaa3,_ mauting wo mu3i ·clonr ··:our: own-

'L,'~--~._.·.:.~;-.•. _~:,_;····.· .. ~----,· .. ·_·:'.-,'.·_·. __ ·~.'-.·_.·.··.· ~ ., can boBt bo .done if we nro e..~:ti vel in the· union ci.rxi .'nro known -to "''" -·"'"·'"'·'"''''~: ""'.· ivistu. And 7 by.,tho wo.y·, the etOwnrda o.Z.ci · P.xoollCnt o.dVort.iac3rs 
or· view

1
_ oven ii. thy oro a.gt:.inst you. In BhoP diaOuosions; 'thoy 

.. -:-~---·~ tho.t ao nz:id ao ~hinke tl!lB. wuy~ .. · oto_~ · It ·hna. gott.en so in ·~y. loOo.r 
tfl:···:-·. o.sked .the editor of tho jmp_tlr_. Why tho· loeal 1a lsD.dora· couldn1t 
f~_f-,~_~:.)._._-··. Of thins· !'-was ."~ri·tinf;, nn~· ~~i:ch.·t-~oy: aO._i-~".tftoy .. his· oCIOIIIISnlt 
,; . an inutitut~<>n''in :ourlognl', nC)<I ·and t,ha mer nooop_t your .wr.r.~.- ycou· 
i~>'i: think' nnd: '\::!icy_ knb,P "}ln~ -you ;;;,ink;. ·,It '•· no_ }Urpr~~·- .to_. 
fl.~::-:_ nntn&'ortizod; .by:··it. 11 ' 'At;·: u_nlllO, .. fl:'totitu_~o 

r'.~;;;_.:~ .. ::_._·_.: .. _._:_ .. ·_ .. :_, __ -_.~._::_., ~~l:[~~:#'F.:.*~·= ,.~.,.., 
f~ 11 orOdii•'·:tor'.thC ,p~~y.,·~it;': i;ihq 
- pend· t~n· inrl:tM~d~e.:lf·_l~C?rUitm~n~.~-
~~~(-~: curselv~a.e.e roopotiaiblo-~cndc;-~ 
~~~::. in· \.ho, devalopmGllto_ :of_. -~0mor;.ow• 

~~'> 
t'!l.,"'::'"• 
i>~·. 
;·,~~.: .. . ,;: ... 
... ,-· ..•• ·> 

--~ ·.; ·.-_ .. , .. _, 
... ,.·,'· 
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·•Mictt' 
otllo ••• 
a sonc ~- .,. • 'flloti• 
·tllo unt.en, :tho two ·bub pol:ilte ot ·.,illlf pr~aor.te4 llor.G 
ni&~·"'"" to bavo a ury 41i'tiou~t tlae, 'l'ho•• who diiro1·co. ~hemaolvo• 
tN .tho •8¥ otrualea ond problaoa cl' 't.be urdon, who aoo opportunl.u 
1n every grouplag, bloo or intra•unl.on ot.ruggh, will not only do barm to' thom~ .. 
aolveo ond the party, but .to the l.doaa ot our tendenoy. li'ot only will they bave 
their he~du bruiLion against tho atono wall of. their oonoret.e activit:; vith tho 

. =~deo of the SlfP, tho:; vUl hnvo thell!. ·she.t.t.orad; Trl\do union poUoy must 
bo ·die ousal>d with them in a. non•f11oti onal llltlftllor, We .. cuu.: ~ loa o uight of 
the political ideas whiah W< have developed, ·e.nd muot .relate thOtil to our trade 

·; urdon work am polioy, but'it. muot lie done intelligently nnd wit.h oe.ro •. Tho 
EI!Utunl oxcho.ngo ot ideas and oxpGri(Jnaes in the Course or 0\.lr work·ehould bo 
1'ru1t:!'ul fol'. all of us, ~nd out of it .will oome the maos party ·cr ·tho oocialiat 
revolution, Of thnt muah wo aan ba confident ao '"' 1'~ao the futuro ond the 
build1ns. of' the B\'IP, · ... 
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. DUrilig tho fen<iral d1s~iiQ1on on tho Trado Union qu~stion at 
tho September 22 moot ng of our caucus, ,:lomrodo llnrnin mndo a sorious 
orror in stating IVho.t ho bel1ovod w!ls lll3' point ot vlowo' N0 t rtishing, to . 
interrupt tho mooting It tho. t1mo1 I docldOd to send in thio lottor 11h1eh · 
I ask bo printed at tho oomo timo in tho bulletin covorine tho mooting. 

Comrctl.o !larnin ho.o cloorl;r coltfuood 11\Y llUildJl8 propag£111dc :tor 
Socialism ns m!lkin,~ w,ltntion for ooc1nl1sm. I ho.vo navor advocntod thnt. 
r.orlto>·s dostro;v thoir clnssi1'1oet1ona. I huvo :otntocl tbc.t whon 11orkors 
do that, ·1 t is a phonomouon to bo obsorvocl noel unci.orotcod. I bolio.-a 
:hr.t such action on tho pr.rt of workors is ogninst tho v~iOil!ltion nnd 
:trct1llonbt1on. 11hich ho. uador~;oos~ This is port. of tho orl;onic st:~;iying 
to. roconotruct sociot;v, ·I do oey thnt such o.ctiv1t:r should bo usod ·a~ · · 
tho bnsis for milking our prop~~&andO Whonvor 1 t occtird'j llhcl thnt tho :full 
mollnillg ehould bd oP,Ilinocl to ITOrkors. I do not propooo to · · · · 
110rkors from brooking.olns~1:t1cnt1ons, but 1nst0nc1 to uao ~~~~j~~~OP?.·~ 
mont,ee th~ occ-oli net'.n'ully, to ·oxjilllin collorot!lly miullo o 
bro!lk .out of ntollil.znt1on, · · · <··:.:·cc::c:.·>, 
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I n_ 1936 0 omrado ~ro~sko- hold conv<irsations 11i1di tho loa<!oro' ~
.tho .American pnrty to clarity tho o,pplication ar tho Transitionsl ?rogr""'• 
11ith its strnt~ia porspoativo of worldrovolution to tho ;proaporous 110altey 
•politicnlly. backward• unitod Stntoso. Oomrado Trots~<o- ropont~y unrnod 
o! tho "dangol- :of tho thick a:Lr ot oonsorvo.tism ;1l:dch d~:::in."l.tod the poli ~'!.cal 
psycholOP,.Y and tre.di tionnl mothods Of thinkine in tho Unit.od Stntost On 
other occasions ho BUggostad tho Dwthod to ovol'Como 'this. Spocificnll,v, 
for n'country which had no prolotnrinn rcvolutioncrY histor,r distinctly 
1 ts own, ho 1ns1q.tod .1111 the nocwsi ty. Qf. studying th9 l';l'OC.\ .Amoricnn bourgeois 
revolution tram 1861-- 1865 to provide n aolid thooroticlllund politicPl bnso 
for tho prolctarinn revolution uhich ho nnticipntod for tho present .period. 

If ton years ago this. was ouggostod: by T_rotsl·:y. todey 1ho kooricon 
prolotnrint compels tho clonrost formu.lntion of tl!o gonral.0ourso of tho 
dovoloping .American Revolution. Tho axistonco of tho Johnson-Forest Tendency 
with its firm rovolutione,y conceptions of tho .Al:!oricno prolotn.rint; tho 
political line indicated -by Oomrndo Cnnnoa's spooch on tho comingboricno 
l!evolution; ·and convorsol;y tho grorrt:ne doubts, fonrs.. sc·opticism; timidity 
of tho.Schachtmnoitos- ·thciso nro but ideological rorioctiono of tho .tramondoue .·. 
drive of tho. uorkine olnss "',o Mft itsolf, to tho tn.iks.·impoood upon it. by .· 
histor;14" (~ro,tsqLTra'laition~·-~ogr~) · · '· · · · · .... ;_ · -.. :·. ~. •" 

-· . . ' 

. Tho Bnttlogrouhd of .Amoricnll J!istor;Y ·. · 
• ' • • ~. :.1 .. . . .. ·"' • ". . ,.'. . . ' '. .. • 

Tho· p~osont struggles of f!lo. prolotnrint,. bon~th- tho t\PPOC!ran0a_:of, 
immodioto cbjoctivos '- WQ8C>St trndo. union. ,O>;gnnizntion ,- nr.o prof'Ound'h is ~or_l.
cal bnttlos, · OorrosPt)ndingly .Amoricrul. hi.story itself bocomo_s n violoa~ . · ,., 
bettlogroundo . Pnst· and ·pros oat bocomo 'idO!)tifiod~:,. Tho -bou.-gooiaio sooko 
in history ompirico.J.' pt•oof of tho stabilitY iit-itil ·rulo, thO'ooritinttity 'c:t 
its .load'or~Jbip· oi'.-.. tho wholo no.tion•· : .. Th:o ·nol~~dnr~ clriOo r~rJkti-:;td"dinco\nr tL 
'rcivalutionerJ'. p,U,t to corifirm Md atron,.ihthoa-it~ ·yonrnings for rovollttio= 
chnngo·. _ T'no govornmont: aponsors. n ·•Frood.om· Tro.in"···cnri-;ying• tho documents· 
associntod vith .this -nations birth -which nro_.OJ.so' •symbolic of -tho londorclll::;-•- · 
tho visdom nlld--th_ci_.prosoi;lt· ideology ot tho)ourgooioio~ t. vnult c_ontornin_~ 
oomo•ot Lincoln's pr.lvnto,_pO;Pors .is' opoaod· amid .tho i:J,n.ro of spotli'ght·s,: 
tho ~inding of. movie. CM!DrllSt :will. nntionwido rndio hrohdcr\ote/ Til a 'li:i'uJ.t. . 
contains no thine of !lJlY·. gront hi~oric!ll or.: poUtl:cnl iinportnnco. · It is_ 'tho .. 
occomp.,...ing -do:nonetr!rl!9.a uhiclj.;h cl.ocisivol:y s1gnt:rico.r.t olh this· .. cnoo/ :. · : ·· 
It is n domonstrnt.lon soaking· to. t•onffirm in tho mind ·of n natioll. /ll"lw.Plill€ 
11_ith n continuous di>moatio and .latornc.tionnl crisis, tho. sllbjoctivo ~;t"Oatnoso 
of thalondor of tho .Amot•ican republic in its timo of grbntost trio.J. 1 tho 
01 v!l Wnr .;. c. trial which onciod in c. mClllllifioont' triump\1_ f'"r. tho industriill 
bourgooisioo .. , 

Wo aood pouoo or•ly for n moment .nt .tho ·;l,"i.tiag· of hi~tor:;.by . , 
intolloctuals, boforo .proceeding to. tho moking of hiStory by:-tho ,bror.d· mns•os. 
Chnrloo Bcinrd's ·lrlstorico.J. intcirptotntion iil tho proch\ct-.of n por.iod ·o:t ·· ,._ . 
objoctivo oconomi9 orisio _oa thO o'no:hlllid Md n !'rolotitrint npp!U"oatl.Jr. ,;; ·. · 
corifinod to tho nnrrowost ·ora:rt,;._.nionism oil tho ntlior;.:_ro:floctod.in tho'· 
p·ottrbourr,ooia o>;poso of onpitnUst coaspirncioa eoabiaod 11ith .journnlistio 
docriptions of tho ·mborios of 11ld· prol:oto.rir.t. _ lie h11a .si,;ni:l'i.c"Jitl;y t!. tl.od 
tho Civil Wnr no tho •second .Amoridnn·Rovoi.uti'ont•' .... JJ:owo,·or~ .thia :o:ovolution 
i_R limited to o Tmr ot ocoao'mfo:r-T>S'trnottoiis•-· ioiduuir~:iism.,•orsus ch11ttol 
Dlnvors•o !/he. intervention and ncU vi ty Of tho couittor•,.'ovolutin!ll\cy sJ.c.,.. 
Dill'aq, tho iadioiaioa 6f tho 1-ourcooi"s political loaC.crehip, rciL·oll!nnr; 
alD:.,osr .. t 'ho ho~ll lnborarR. tho :f'roo fnrmors-1.o. 1_ tho l'ovolutionv.ry }ln~sinns 
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alld aoUvltT ot the maase~';;;;~ in the main el>sent, lln!ll'd1s ma,j(lr II''NS':t 
in pett;y-bour. gaols liberal h1stor1ocr~. A,l!, SehlesiJll!or Jr, b.a9 not~ 
extensively on. tho Civil Vfar but provide• ue with impo ... ~ant clues, S<-h1~· 
is a product or a dU'flll'ent aild more concentrated. political period- tha 
activity o:r the working class in the CIO and Us pe.rlifWentaey ro:tl""!tion in 
tho ll'Dil. Dosl. ~is pott.,-boureeois Ub.oral attempts to build historical . 
genoralizatinns upon the Now Doal by ido,i>t.ityl.ng it with J!lcksonien democracy, 
lte writes Tho Aso o:t Jackson so that "It mey helP porhr,ps 1::> bUil:!.ing up a.· 
ooncopti~n of tho poacoablo 'rovolution" b7 whiCh our dom~eraa,r has,· savo 
for 'tl1o tr~ic oxcoption, thus tti.r o.voidod tho torro'r pt violent rovolut1on~ll 
Tho "troeic oxcoption" of couroa is tho Civil illll' nhich Schlesingor ·attributes 
to tho doop moral impulse ngeinst slnvory, · Thus, Schlesingor discovers in 
tho Mo ·o:r Jncl:son tho activit:r of tho working llltlllses, nativity coni'insd to 
parliomentnry .govorr.'l!ont,· !lnd thonpelcoods to attributo tho violent revolution 
not to tho nett vi ty of th~ mnssos but to a moral impulso, 

Tho abstrnct corality of Schlooingor and tho nbstract 
economic dOtorminiem of Bof~d oro tno o1dos of· tho scmo coin, both monnt to 
obecuro, from. th·O oyos, tbo socopd Jll:ilorionn revolution o.s o. basis frir tho ·· 
third .tui!orican (Socinlist). revolution, As 1n moldnr, o:i: his~ory todey, oo too 
in tho .~>ri tini; of histor,y, thq dongor to· tho prrilotnric.t comes not i'rol!l tho 

. opon aPolo.;;iSta QJid. do:tondol"s ot '!.hnt.tol slavat'y ·or Tl!'.,:O 2J.~:.vcr.r,- but i"ro:-J · 
tho potty~·•oourgoois rotormists iuld 11paa.coablo rovol:ution'l.r:i.'Js11 - BoC'.rd: 
Schlosingor, and, no11. tho Stalin1st !abricr.tora 'ot .Al!loricon histOl"'.fo (Howard 
l'nst, A.B. llngil, nnd· th~ rost,) . . . . · 

. · In line with. ~rotaky, .i.'n ti.na uith. its O\'ltl rowlutionaey 
porspoctivoa tor tho Unit.sd Stntoa1 .nbovo"nll. 1n lino uith tho 1doolot:ica!: . 
ncoda o:r· ·tho :Prolotnrio.t in th!s period, th'o. Vn!l;;.u."J.•d. -pn,_,..l.Y' must uBo tho· 
Ci v11•·wr.r: p.a ·n ponoriul ..-or.pori!ngnins_t · _tbci cons~lrvr.ti~n i ~ .. ~ ta Ol7ll rn.nk11~ . 
agal.!i9t tho pernicious and '1\'stcmnticnlJY'induuu.l xd•Jn::ot illuaioiis. of 
tho ri!:ants of tho bourg()tjieia'tn· thO labor mOVcltCr.t 1llld in Order to CO,.. 
front tho ·\,orldng clo.so in tho moat direct, forcoful.t:r.:y <tith 'tho ,tasks 
imposod upon it by tho pro-rovolutinnnry .. n~\iro. oi' thoob~eotbe:>aituation.1'lih 
cOhtribution 1o 1ondn 11i th thnt purpo110 iiunind end .. is 1;horo':toro limi.t<Jd in . · 
other nopocts, :For, tlio anko of ·brevity Inm excluding th~ :rorws of Ro'con-.· 
structinn, "hieh. 11ill bo Cloalt 11Hh on o.nothor ooOI\sinn, r.nll ll1liW importnnt 
but dotOJ.l'gd. nspocta: o:f tho militlll'l" nnd· politicnl dovolOPJ:lonts ~:f thnt 
period,; !~:his, houovor, muat boa dotinl'tivo bog!Ming in dronin,g tho ...... 

· bold:oet'.pnrallols·in tho dialactical logic "nnil: natu.U. mo·,omont ~r·r~'Volution 
nnd oountot-rovolutionl· tha_rolntio11 of t!>o Ropubliean Party to tho anc.ond 
.Alnorionn 1\I)Volution end tho Labor Pnrty to tho t1'ird Ar:!orican Rovolutlon, 

'' ll• 'l'bo Il>r4a of Cotton 

'l'bo cotton etn invontsd in 119,: porallols tho gro11th 
ot tho toxtilo' inlluatey 1n llngltU1do Cotton boeomo tho largo& ail>glo oxport 
com~~~cdi ty, tho crops totaling 1501000 baloa in l8J.5, fDil1-nnd-c.-br~f zillion 
balos 1n 1859• !rho importntion ot indonturad whito aorvm~ts hnd ncoomponiad 
oorly colonization, :But oxtanaivo,' •l.. >lo crop agricultura rCIIDII1110d tho 
distilli:U1shing tonturo ot tho plantation South, tl. amnll nron co;,pr.rod to the 
vnrisd· orop, : ·aubaistii.'\OO fnrmillc doVOlopsd in tho \toot, ~h¢ o.>mo~oo 
o.nd illd.uo~ry ot thn coastal c1tlaa !l!!d at Non ll!ngl~ demanded a mo'bn~ lc.bar 
forco aopnrntcd tram tho moo.na bt production rol;har. tll!l!l slc.voa trninad to n 
silll])lo oporntton "end phyaiu.lli, OIICUII>'bGl'Od w1 th tho mco.na ot pro<lllct.ion, . 
Tho. HpnauJ.tnr• i,o. nrtlul.1c inoU tut1on or. a'lo.vor;r r""""\"ad n.,.o~iatad with . 
tho 1!108 t prof1 tabla al.ilgl~~>· ...,P · , · · • 
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agricUlture - Cotton. ·Tho ·plantnt!On occnoav, ilor.a>Vor• ·w:.~.~ in ita voey 
naturo aolf-destroying, in contrast with indu•trial CllPi talism which wna 
solf-expanding, ~ho nCJJtUs of industrial onpi taliem wna tho trr.ns:I'OZ'ZIIlltion 
of :Uv1ng into deed nccumulatod lnbor, n trllllsfo1'111Qt1on which hnd no nbaoJ.uto 
nnturni limits; whilo the plaotnticn ""onoll\)l' oxl>nustod both tho slnvo tu1d 
tho objjeclt of his lnbor - tho soil, Tho growing acnrci t;r of lrnd tu1d alnvos 
plncod tho I outh in porpatunl crish, ~o price of alnvos rosa no tho 
prico ct ooiton dcclinod, ~ho· fruits of nntional oxpaosicn - tho !10\Tly 
aoquiNJ. torri tori as woro plllCod · r.t tho ·disposal of ubi to illlllligrtlllts nnd 
tho froo Bl'StOIII !lf. nQicul.turoo . 

T ho economic pouor of slavery nns concantrntod 
not in a section but in a minority class, Just os tho roali•ation.of "froo 
ontorpriso" ·today is not " nutional phoriomonon but rather roprosontod by 
an int'initosil!lill minority of cllj)l taliats, sot off against tho root of the. 
nation, In 1860 tho ;voor preceding ~o slo,vcholdoral insurroction, l oos tho· 
sovco por cco.t'of tho South•s.\vhito populi>.tion Oimod·nonrly 75% of th~ •'· •;ro 
slaves. Hnif o:f tho sla.vO oWners nero nOt bnsod· on tho plantntior. R7~! ,. 
but rathor on. f: . ..J.ly unit. faniing'nit.h th<i·ho.J.p·of from ono to fo·•:r eJ.r<·-·· 
!rhis dif:l'ororitiotioli in ·tll'o alovo-holdil>g·clniui·:ie m~st appo:rcot :googrp;phi;.
ally, In tho doop South, tho ollltls mcdo up 4lv,b Of tho total populr.tion, in' 
tho bor_dor. s.t_atoa·,. Kon_tucq,_ -~lond, .. ot.o~; ,~o slnvoe uoro o~ 2~ of tha· 
popUlr.ticn. · Horo again tho t1•cdi t1ona1: h1stbr1ons hnvo r~ln\7od tho gcoi:r~.]:4-
1co~ nppoPioo.ncos to obsc\uoo .tho cllll's · dlfforont1ation, As '~!hall be dcmon
strntcd veri ~ionriy~ tho role of tho bol'dor str>tos dU..i.ng tho soconli .&inor1cnll 
r.oVollltl.on parallels tho rolo o.f· .~ middle. class in tho CO!Dine J.!Doricnn ro-.r• 
elution. · · · .~ · · ·- · . . ,.,-

. .:~ .. :rrom ao:;,;,'orc:~ To Industrr~-:, .· . 

· · · . ' Tlio inr~ .ai 1716 .~ 1812 'Y,o~a'·:t~iii to ~:roo .&inorican 
commercial. cnpi tal ism from :tlia 'otr~nt1on of.'tho lir1t1sh ·ampiro, !rho . 
JXl riod :from 1812 tO 1860 wnp !l traiuirtion tro:n. commorco to manutncturo, ned 
from hcod~crrit'ts to tho norlcshop ruid:fnctor,y, · ~o· natural ·m.onns. of intoni..'ll 
tranoportntion, rivors nnd ·conals; woro roplnood b,y tho ID!UlUfncturod iron 
girdora of tho rnilroQd, · ~o· j,!lvos· (,f 'immigrntion prov~dod o chonp lind 
nbundont lnbor forco C.s•woll ns an"infiornal.!Oill'ltot, . lfovortholoss, up to tho 
last yonrs bofOl"O tho' OiviLWrir; ·tho bourgeoisie 'llne:·prDdominontl~· commercial 
in ~"~tor, or,gsn2colly'bound:to"tho Southorn·ocori6~, ~th fl.rit-.nc~r~ in" 
vestments' in tho eotton erop.and·in its:·sh~J?lDont and. ~alp.,,t? Englr.nd

1 
r.nd to 

tho gro,ing t"' tile industry in Now Englonc., ~he n017 ii\4Ustr1nl bour~,:9oisio , 
tho small at but most ndvnncod section of tho class as a \7holo, grO<r up nttor. 
1850; bnaod upon tho. production :ot'Ot.IP'-t~. i:!\O.o!,s nnd·hc!'v:v ifld.Ustr;v, coal, 
,.ron. railrondo. · · · · 

~he Northwost ~tior . 
: -:' 

, I 
. ~. '!" • 

~ ' .. ~ 
· · • ' . Parallel. to tho transformation from oommoreir~ to L"ld.ust

rial cnpi talism .in· tho hat, ·'tho Northwest lias tr,uL,·ormod from n .soureD. o:t: · 
""'ioUl~ur'n;, aupplios to tha·south to tbo·an.u~o ·of oonsUIIIPtiall·IJOods for. tho 
East, SpocUl'ntion 111 lnnd wna .. controlled ~ Enatorn 'bllOks, ~o unlo ·Of 
\7lient,. inoroilsod 'by :!'ivo times to tho gtoowii!C iluU-kot tO. th'o :&:nat, \7QI( ·ollly 
doubled in shipments to .tho South in. tho :;unr'o'lS;J9 io'.1~52,· ~~~ Hissitisippi 
l!ivor .doclinc,d in l,mportnnoo rolntivo to tho Cl'iiwth of·tho rnilronda "htch 
bound ~h~.f!~it.to .tbo !iist,. !'lli.lndOlphin nnd NO<r T~rk rdplnood!IO<r Orlcians 
na tho. outlot tor tho P.fl)duots ot tho Northwoat. J'roo"lnborora under tho J.m-: 
Pnot Of onch rcourroiJ.t ".i.oproriaion boollllio froo tnrmoril iii tho Tloat; thus bind
ing tho t11o sections socially nnd pnl1 t1cally, 
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Thuo, lzl~uc\17, wUh 1h eubva ... ion of tho North•l!:allt 
to iteolf and away :from the plante.Uon Soul:h, wao th1111 ilolating th3 South 
:from the reat or· t.he eoa11tey ur..d·-:pooiac f1AU11 tho au'bJection ot Bouth1>1'1.\"·. 
oeom 1117 to modem 1ndusb1al 6npital1om~ ·· ; " · • · · 

t ' • . • • . . • : ; : : . • 'p ·~l 

Tho l'ol1Uoal u&o~ojey- : ,,. ·. _,:':;., 

: . ' I., .. 
~:':1 •.• 

Porh,P a in 110 othor c~tey in the world haG thoro 0%1stad 
such a profound ruling nlaas 1117~holoey that tho Mtion' a· pcli tios 1a canDtlt-
utionBl politioa, and that conflicts aro to b~decided in tho lnst inotaneo 
jurtdicDJ.:cy,.- Jofforson and l!ollllton, Jackson and tho !lhico, Lincoln and 

_Douglas,· Roooovolt and tho· Supremo Court all tond to confirm tho fotiohiam of 
contituUonnli t:r which ta· to bo' niain-tained abovo nll claa·a ·conflict: to 
covor in- confusion• tho rovol'11tio!l!lry outburst& of tho· past, and to !X'Ovont 
rovolutionor;r autbtlrats intho flltbr... . ': ... ·: 

. . ..· .. · 
. . Tho Old.otonco of· tho Tatt--I!Ortl~ llill tode,y0 e.nd tho 

ob~oct1ono o:t tho.;u.bor loado:rohip 110 to l.ta cote titutionc11t;y0 countorposod 
to. tho worlcor.s' domand that it .. bo bropnoaod and ignorod, lllllko it both poaaiblo 
fllW.:·nocoasary· to toe.r out.til13.profound polit1ool. nonsonsor .roo.tg and e.llt 
bqfprp tho.?ntiro:worki~·~ss. 

r,.~ .· .. ·.. . . • \. • • 
·-.:•.. . ··., ..... ·!,Tho eo!iUnuouo.l;r ahiftine olass Md idoologicl\1 .linoa 
fl"qJ.II_~SOO t~ U~. push into bol.d.roliof thodoc1a1vonoss of tho 'claus oontli.ct 
ncninst tho ·ompt;y .. shi.'bboloth ot. ~!ltaiDiug_fttho constitution," At tho j)ptlll"' 
inc ot tho 19th .. ~entui7., .tho, .T.otfO:rooni.IID ll!l1'ar1nna, sOuthom plnntora, ··. · 
No:rthorn nrtisiUui unitaii Si!ainit tlio co ... ora1al bourgootaio·in dofnnaa of 
otato rights, Uador Jackson, tho st:i'llggla uno ropoatod ann higb.or laVal 
in tho "ar an tho nationnl· :bl!llk,.llllt,.,c.t. tho oloeo o:r J"""'ooDinn domocrnci and 
·ohoroi:oro, tho atruM].a•t~rii~a$pi;.;:~~;·iiiia.· ... t!i'o ihtori>rotntion of tho · · 
Constitution fiOWing .. trom h,,...b,o!<!!iDo. tha ~!loologiual-bc.ais :tor tho llCtunl .. 
dom.1.nnnco 9f tho alavo; 11tntos pvor ~:.!'llt4r.o eountr;y, . Tho oo;maoroicl 
bourgooldo 'fllll1 tho Soutborn .. ~lB'i'OOrMr.+II'P'o¢. t114t tho .Constitutia!J. 11aD a. 
slnvo. documnnt, · Thp. dis·~in8ui•~'!C1'.11J> o.t· po,por ori~ drafted· by .. tho 
croditor class o:l' .tho .Amorlallil awaluti'on to. stron.tthon ita cxz;ploitation of 
tho do'btor class, TR1il:no11, onUi.tod<to. o.il.d pntrioUo.dooorum and politiclll. 

·univorsnlit;r ~ thl:!.t'i!ront·idioliilillntion,~;~ttol' '!'lnvoey, Tho ~oposod · 
ln111'11llnoss nnd eonstitllticnoli~"~f: tho \'/U'b-I!Ortlo;y ll1ll :I.e to do tho aamo 
for ·,nco olnvor;r~ ·Tho prolotni'int' mii.t· ira olnri:I'!Od · ol!ly on how tho slnvaa, 
nnd thoir lntor all.1os,-· tho' :l'ro·a· tm<!io§"~ 'f,!'aa .la'borora, disposod of tho 

. constltutlonnJ.ity ot chnttol''8lawey.!':.:r. · ' ... • · · · 
• · ',' ., I' 1' .:: 

' •. ·" '-'ill• · 'l'h~ SoU~A<itivi tt of tho llohro . slllVOS . 

. Tho Civil War known in popular tOI'IIIa na tho war botwoon 
tho North and tho Sollth was in rcDJ.i t;y onl;y ·a alimaz to" ti'IO'-IIIICl-n-lhnl:r' contarioa 
of mu:rtnroua wnrt'lU'O bot110011 tho mnotor and his slnvoa~ 'L'hia is dOIIIOnetl'Ctod 

-100st ocn'tina1ncJ.T-·nnd llromnttoo~l;r-~ tho-:li'b!::i'boa th:omi1<1lvoa, It was to tnko 
hundrode of :Vncrtr:b'Oforo tho.llhnrp lln-o\4:1. ... 1~ tll'o slnvb and h!.a mniltor 11!18 

.l 

to bocomo tho ahnrp ·l-ino dividing. thn 1.tntbo oOuntr'J"o _ Wo ni>od ori), l" -~ dQII...J.!!!o 
!.bh oonvorao~ i"91D·tho oonac1l)lltiollo~ilvci'alsht. ulth which thG!i.l.etoritil\l 
QOlocluta ot· tho alavoorney, .4lldth.o SI.Ot~baurcoo1a 1:10ralieb of oop1ti>U.0111o 
~oo~~cthor tront th9 bold nnd unrfliDI)ttinc. rovo111ot1niUil'f notivi t;y of tho Nacr<> 
elovo~ ... !fhoeo too within tho ~v.olutlonney I:IOvomont·who wOUld d0117. tho ,.,.... 
IIUII'd.l$lo ·o:l' tho !lagro mnaaoa .'1!1 tho eomnc.J,corijlalll'ovolut1on cu•t .coDao!ouol;r "-.-·· 
9 . .::· othoi:wilo. Join 1nminil:l1s~ th9. rolo of. tho Nacr<>Qu in tho .AIIorl.ollll 'bOUl'" 
lPbh rQ-.pl\i.tion, Pnat h1otoey .11116.. proa~to polltiaa 111'0 U""'W.Cill on ~~ point. 

~ . ' . . . .. •• 0 • : • 
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&M 'l'rotolo¥~ who emph&aizod tho noO<\ to Qlldoratand tho Civil liar ·•• a moans ot 
undorntanding the coming Allloricl>ll rovolilti.Ol'i u a whole, inslltod with oquol 
omphad.o ~e n<~o4 of underetandllDI tho ~ro itbtho Oi v11 War aa a moo.nl of 
understanding tho Negro question a• a wbolo today;·' 

!h,! ~ Ro'lolta 

Tho llegrc alave revolta ond their impaot upon tho wbitoa i1 
tho North !n the creation of tho Abolition movement atond in marked oontraot 
to the slloddy moneuvoringa ot' the ool'ly Amorioan atatoamon •• to whethor tho BID. 
ot Rights born in the revolution o.goirwt Britieh colonialillll oppliod to tho l<ogrooo. 
In hi• struggle for t'roadom, tho Negro olnve dogonotro.ted. ingenuity, oroutl.venooa 
horciom and 'aelt'-mobilization.• 

Gabriol'• revolt in 1800 oo1-voa aa a model tor th'o inaur• 
roctionary devolopmonta up to tho Oiv~l war. Ootton hod by that time bOOOIII!' .. 
great ataple crop, tho slave tro.do n big buainoael plantation labor waa bnaed 

~ , · ' upon large DO!lls labor gangfl •. Tho hopes tor 

' 

freodOill whioh tho olaves bad aeeociatod .IIi th tho first .Auori can· rovolut1oli1 ' bad 
matori~lized only in ~he North. At the ewoo time, tho outb•cak of tho Negro 
slaves in San Domingo provid~d an 1napiration and a modal t.o tho slaves l.n tho . 
South. It. previously thoro bad boon ~:~orely sporadic rabollion•' and indivU\lD.l 
%'0Gia't.tl:lce to ~laVe!"'/i . e:fter .1800: i-avolt. WaD t~ tnkiJ tho nn.turG of lo..io;::;:_jJ ~ ~.*0..18: .'1 

end wall-planned inourractiono~ Gabr~ol'• conspiracy mobilizo<i ,og<iinat lil.ti.'. • .: ·. 
aix hundred end fifty troops, tho. Fudoro.l armory• ,and alerted tho cl.U~I.a of·tiJil. 
entire state of Virginia. Tho iriaurrecit1on we.a b...t.reyod, but ao wi't.h tho oth<ir" · · 
groat clave ~evolts, each ef'oat WllS the harbinger of .encniOUO Yi~tbries'o . . . ' . ·i 

. . . . . . . ', : 
.. .. •. · Tho loading otatestleD of tha··flouth .ware quick ·to: (late the .. 

meaning of Gobriol'• oonopiraoy,. Jnhn Randolph declared thaf):tho aiavos••aPJil,f'oatr.c 
o: saMe of thoir rights .and oontiocpt. of· dongar, nnd a. thirst· for ravonga.-~hio}l.' , .. 
portend the coat _,;'.!~happy. oirb\ltllltanoea. ,. ThCI:IIlll Joffsrcon told l!o~-!'?~ ~hnt ; .: • 
11 othor atatae nnd tho world B.t largo will i'oravor o.:>nd<.Cn'ue '!,:!' ·ie·indul~o ;,;. ;~ •. 
prinoiplo_ of revenge or ,go one step .beyond nbeolv.to nooeauitY:~" 'rbu;.; !+, • .,r_t.' · 
iapoeaible to be blind to the politic11l icpnot ,,1' tho oli\V3 revolt upol' ~ c.:1 ~•.ry 
generally indit'f'erent to-the qu•ation of· Blllvery,. "TIIo cost unhappy ol.rawo+··"~••' 
which wore feared .. ··~ntirmod tho' bi>liof :of ·Cill)¥ .tb&t .thoro ought. t<> bo " gr:"'wi:l .. 
-eco.naipo.ti:Ori ot- al!.wua. !t~wovo~ t'heao,. 1gr0:d\W.liata," the J1r~.J'du.ct5J _.O.f sr..nt:i\'\t:.nt_ . 
mtlcad with fright in tho preaenco, ot' alavap 1 c,ouldno nora thnn tho gr11du<,Uota '·' 
of our own tico. tre.noi'orm objootivo: ro11olity;•, · · · · · 

Tile cnintozwnoo ot our arcba1o elo.vo eyatoc prc\!okod • .,..,. a 
graat<>r thirst ot' ravengo on t.ho P.BI't ct the. whi to . •. owners than on tho part 
ot tho slaves, The and ol' tbe Blo.vo trade,, tho falling .prico ot' •cot.toil,dilr.lruld&4 
a· core intenoU'lod exploi ta·~ion .of the N~iro. olavea .combitled with· nb~o:·.eiitar\a~:yq,:. 
orop cultivation, Laehilfl':a outtilig oi'f_th.o .. oars, jo1Ung• nnd outrigl11: cu~de~ · .. · 
ol' slaves bao!ll:lo o=on. · lila\ ·the 10t'too~ oi!.terr<l'!al!lltho·Nogroaa could .. · ·· · 
1novttably ...... lt only in tho tilnofi:ted mstonoo 'of' tlio'·111iit~ sla•la 'ho14oro 
thecsolvoa as ths wave ot Negro luurrtiotiono wont. on· unobatQ\1. The dooporo.te 
a~oganos ottha alaYe ho14we ill,OQ,narC~Ja,. .t,ha ,e~ogni't'I.'O<mt ·bol.dn~'. o.f their clomel)4• 
upon tho wholo. no. !;len. ware coraly . tbo oountarpart' of tho lllU'OltiOYOd bight.. ot . .. , 
their """' ooot.&l· oxietonea1 a pr~ud.boaattul aridtoor&lly b,sa1ego4· b~ ~~_.>'&!<>l."t~OII" .. 
e:ry- !fl!g!'O J:!9.!80Be ' · :.! . ·' '·· ' ··· · . · : i. 

. • . \•' • . • . ~ .'! . "~.i . .•• ' ..• 

· .lis ra·~oltal~or•o;!'!d they )logan to involve tho··po~~}hite~ 
ao woll. The culm that, thQ e:rlotenMO .. ot': Negro a lavery· .(ogrndod tho non•al:•v~ 
bold~ng whit• twas provo!!. in· rtivoluticnary ,prp.ctico' •. Tlll.lr phonbbonon ~ll ~l.c> .oa:.l)' 

. , .. , .. . . , , ~··~ ·;v!': . . .. . ·. ' .· 
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slave ravolts anticipa.tod the f'undamenta.l solf.darity of the .;·. propertyless 
alavaa nnd non-posseseing whi tea in the Civil Wo.r and Reconstruction as well a.e 
ourO'm time. l!'y 1"822 tho e:rt.enaiv~ natur .. of a slave revolt can be aoon in tlito 
1nsurr~otionary plans of Denmark Vesey,. who· had purchased tr6edom for. himself in 
1800 but who would seize freedom by force i"o"r thousands ot othor' years lo;~~r. 

• r • 

. no objactivci was notliing lO'SS than the aoizure.ot Ohsrleston 
by tho Nogrooa. Vesoy was in touch lf1 th the !lagro republic in San Danl.ngo re
questing o.id for so lc.rgo a. proje_ct. Thia revolt too was betrayed and ouppreaaed 

.though it ;oquirod Foder~l troops to protect Charleston during tho execution of 
the slavaleadora. · 

TI!!, Negroes ~ PtoduetioB 

Thoae rev_olts wore co~olusiv~. ~_anifeBie.:ti~.ris: ~f the ·!,r
reproasiblo rovolutl!me.ry. 'si tuotion in the South later demonstrated in tho· ooUZrY 
as o whole.· ·But far more il:tportant f'or. our cnm period is. tho. recogni tio.n t,hat . 
tile revolutionary outburots wcrein themselves tho 'meet· o.pparont end'ili>pre.soiy:e 
demonstrations of tho everyday revolutionary attitudes o.nd':l>ct!vity. of' the ro.v
olutionnry Negro slaves •. A No~th·Osroliita judge at~ot:>ptei! 'to•def'i~ this· in- -

· def'iirl. te yet- powerful revolutionary ~nstinct.. · · · . · .: ~ .. , 
.. ·' . :- . 

_ '~What acts in a ala7e t·ownrda a wbitepo:r:o~n .. w:t.~l mount to 
.insolence, .it is manifestly illijfos~ible. to dof'ine· -· .!;t m<iy· etinoi~t : :l:n .... look, · 
the pointing of_ a 'finger, a. re~al. or 1nt:gle0t to-s'tep-·out ·of- tl;J.o __ liay when O.-:. 

wh1 te _·person is· aeon to. aPProo.ah. · · But each .of sur.h acta Vi:ols.teS thb' ;rules of 
propriety, and if tolerated, would. destroy .that• OUbc>rdination itpon WbiOh OUr : 
~oo1o.laystem:oeats.n · _:·' ._;. : ... ('-_.".·,· "· :.'_ · ··-.· 

H"reln to_o_ w6 have _ O"n~ of tb3 most d8vesto.tirig p_Cll'adoxea. ·.bf 
ruling class mythology. Tho co.,plaints, tlls s·~oi'iea of.'tbo Nogro Slaves~ phif'1r 
les_snoss, tha w'D.ete of hi~ W,t·er 1a· property,_ the negloC.t ofhia'· e.rlimala, the. -:· 
breaking or all hie toolo .' ,·~··l101ievor v~ciously a:inecl to dsuigrate "tl,e 'N'ogroe~ 
are tho _moat severe irldi!ltQont pOeaiblo :"Sainst -_chattel alO:veey. ·. HoW. claaflY ~& 
can eee this todo.y when the press and the air Wnvaa. ue 'filled witll 'oOUlplaints 
of' the bourgaoiAio that the workers nre not·producing enough, that ~Q.y do not 
display incentive on .the 'job and no longet: 1•espect the impor"tonco ·or their oc
cupo.t1ons. Like the slo.ve master a. of' old, they i>.re unndUncing the irrO'Vocablf! 
doom of' their allies society, Tho apo~ogista of' .. a.lo.very thO'Il and. now att<mpt to 
portray the Negrd as· a-EDi~ure of .. _brutiehnesSl-and··l11Zin~'sa 1• HbWevei-. we ca.D. eeo. 
that the lazinooo wo.s a' melins :.of roolsting :t.he, eysta:t of' 'proC!uctioit. and brutioh-
ncse D. l:leano . of: overthr...,ng -it-. . ':. . ,., . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~- .. ~ . 

. • . . t ., . ' • . . • . • . . . 

· T~ -~ntorm~~- Uegro loo~ ·.:t-cwe.rd.o $lln· Da't1~11G~• r:c~ lll!"rely as 
a large scale revOlt, but as B._:sucoassfully,_eatabl13hcd_ ravol\':tt16~"-rt!f:\.JJ:Ilia •.. 
liagr""" who tlu•ough:tho;undergrouitd. roHread eoco.ped to thO Nol'th and to QaMdo. , 
orton r~ecl to· tho So11th. · . Inatl.ncti yq:'.in: oo.ch oaso wo.a ··tlui. pro~iind yeD.rning : 
of t.he Negro ali:Lve,. not fori'light nor even for the destruction of tiia· a lave.' power 
but f'or tho reconstruotinn of Southern oooioty lf1 th o. nO'W mode of' production a!ld 
on o. ne>r: equo.litsrian -buis•· 'Just ao.· oo.ch. strike ·today, io•ln ito 'own wo.y c. ot!al.l· 
rehearsal or tho proletarian rovolut1on1 . ao_enoh slavo.revolt·toa~waq. n ~~11. 
model of' tho Negroes during the 01v1l War and .:Reoons:truotion. · · • · · . 
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.Ji·~;;i~r.A.~t~.!l!<Y !!!!!!. P.~J.!.tio•' ·' . ' 
. · Tho,Nogro 'attomptedto win hie froodom by direct rovclt, 

Ho had no aboU tionisto 1parl1omontary party, Novortheloilo tho eloquence and logic 
othla revolutionary palj.tioa ,.,a.a ;first hoarct·in the court rCioms of tho'· Sctrt:t'h, 
Wh"ln Vesey ctaalar6d that ·he woulsl··not go ·to Africa ~beCause ha ~d not +.1:~~ .,,~ tl, 
he wanted to at.ny to aee "hat he ·could de tor his i'allo,. orHo.turos., n h6 wa~ J~·· 
11 vering a doath blolf torty yoe.rs 1.n advano.a to that oagacious vooillitting 
republican porliamentari:.n, Abraham Lincoln, who a.ttaohed too th·J f'::atJc:~e~~.4l&nn .tp
atlanrroclamntion e. projeot tor thu oolonizatlon ot· t.he Nezrcoa .tn Ai'r!oi.. \\''bon 
o. condeloned aiave Ahoutt;~d, "Death .. - death at any time in prefarcr~~·.J to e~le.very~.n 
hewas dooloring that Henry 9lay 1s·magn1fioont parli'amont,.ry comp1•omisos were only 
tho· oosonoo of f'utili ty, History - the Ch•il 'far - confirmed the declaration of' 
a l~cgro' slave, and not the elO..quence, ingent.dty and manouvoring of the great patl
iam~ntarian• GeOrce Boxley, a white leade~ of Negro insurreCtions in 1816, de
clo.rod that"the distinction. between rich and poor was teo greatj that office• 
went_ to ~o~:ealth rather tha·n to meit; and advocated o..mqre lcvelirg ,system of 
government"; :!nd a.vO'ofcrrl his "disa!'probation of the _slavery oi' the ~sgrooe. 
and wisPed t 1·Gy wOre !'rr.c11 _. He "i&B identi!'ying the struggle ago.1nst chattel 
sllivery in particul·.r V'ith the struggle agA.inst autocracy in genpr.sl. This was_ 
.to be eohoed by tho Ab"litionist .representatives or 't:'h8 'fOrking .. class thil"ty 

..l-yearB later~ "~"'en- aakBd for his 'de.rensG one Negr_o d'eolared· "I ha.ve noih_ing 
more 1:-o offer than lf'"-at _Genar_fll Washington woUld hn.V.e had to off,~i had r.e . 

.. boon token by tre Briti;>h oi'f'ic~re.,and put t~ .tr'lal ·by ~hem.~, th~s. i111111sdiatoly 
: identit'ying t~e Negro revolt ·<1 th 'tpo best traditions· of tho Amorican . .revol-
. uti on. 'then as to consti tutionaliem nnd · laga!l ty ·"I. know that you have pre
determined to shod my blood, "bY then all thiS mockery of' a trial?"' A simple 
slave had t~us dc'>Cla•ed that legality or'.illcgaiity ·d~p~nded upch revclntion . 
and countel"-:rav_olut!on •. rli.~ in "'!Dbi'yo·_ the· "polit;i'caD of' .the slave_ was direct .. · 
ly .P.oinlected vlth hi·s, revolutionary ·actiiritil tiift legal c,c...-t\room provl.d'• him 

. jl&th ·the oppor.tunity to .declare boldly lind' ol'Oarly tho illegality of tho . 
·~: tintiro System; o.nd ~~~~on tPe anti-slavery parliantentary oraanizations wera 

born, the.'Ne!;roes. end those'whites:··..,hor. bS.sed.'~'iheir' ilbplit'oriie"t oon0eptiol)8 
upon· :t.ne direct· mass· activitY of' the Negro BlaVOo Used the'j>aritain'ent.D.Ty · 
opp_or_tunl-tiUs o.nd o}•annels ,to doC lara_· truit the .d.&str~otion of 'slaVery could 
be 'o.ccompliahcd -only'by.:l-ev·olu'iton arid OiVi·l' War,· Herein 10 c.ontaihad the 
vanguo.1'~··rolo of tl"e' Nop;ro· ·ma'saes in the· Seo·oiid_ American· RevolU:tioni A'nti
cipati\ii; 'in gonsrai tho )legro11 specl:i'fc contrl.bution .in 'the ;third So~·ialist 
Rovolutiont · Heroin ·tao, is ·in -gen~·ral,th8 Bol!3heyi~ attitude t~nr.rls po.rlia.
mentati'a.n!sm. It becomes ·possible !'.nd neo_cSsarY to- .explain this to every · 
whitO .o.nd Neg·ra worker - Do,lsheviem in ·tndige_~Otie ··Ame~ic_~~ ter~a •. · 

!!.~ I!!! Pettr-Bourgeoi"eie ~MoralitY . .2!:, Revoluti~n · 
-· ' . . 

The imp(lct of' ti.'e Negro. Sl.avo reVolts r'esourided most. 
apparontly,i ·•• .poli tioally, in tho Nort,h, Tho No; thorn potty .llt.>la•geoisie · · 
f'olt t}'la impact of ·t'·e miaBriett of the newly_·cree.ted_proletariat, of the. debtor 
class,. of ·the inequality of the sexes; or the neei:l of' the broad masses for 
schooling and 'ror political expression,' To thooe rioeds it reo ponded with 
Jncltaoni.o.n dctlliOCr!'oy •• tho temperance movement~, women suffrage movement· and 

::~topionism. · t'he abolition movement bogan, to all appe'aro.noes, S:s the activity 
of' do<ply· religious, moral . indi vidualo for t~o pu~pose of' lending n helpful 
hand ,'to· tho suffering Noaro, Here •• in the relationship of idoalisti.• in
·t.oll"e'lltu~l potty, bourgooi9io to tl•o proletariat in cur own time,. the appearance 
beli os' tho oaaenoc, It is; possible to a eo tho true nature of tre rolaticnshi:p 
i;t tho' potty bcurg~ci& liberal mov0111ent to t~o alaveo only in the .t .tal tinlf: 
dial6otical.devolopoen~ of tho abolitionist movement it.solf,, Irr ~lie.oa't.'l_y!·:.,. , 
devtftopm&n~ of tho Amei-ican working class t~,e pott..y_ bourg8dfs d'0111es to: t~o 
proletariat w! th a gonoral ocnoopti on of' th~ pas~ivi ty and suffering of the 

'"';<~ . . 
"·-· . ··. 
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J'P"l !lilrk~ u. cu..,.&t& w1 tb his """ 111a~eriel !foll lteiltl ad. ~.U · 
tor tho ':prolot..,.iat. !rhuo, ..,t tore-. ·• 4lll,letiv• I'Nl.ity to co~U~idor 
hiuelt an lDtccral ~ ot tho workill& cla111 the pettrbour,seetll 
anatoc for hiuolt 4 itool.od-W enviro-t whoJ."oin hio po11Uca1 
aeUvitT oootirmo to l!!mM!:t isla Wl•odor 1110rcl aturo an4 1a11 UoolOQ' 
1tuo4 upon rol1cieft , 1D tho 19th COD%UZ71 • subJoatiTo moral idoolol)" in 
tho 20th contury, !El>oao booomo a ftlli.ahint: brood in ratio with tho 
cra.wins activit, ot tho lllallee, aDd. tho sharp breaks in tho objootl vc 
olt\11.\tion "hich mako it oloar that it il tho activity of tho mac•r:n 
th .. eolvoa which 11'111 rGtnlvo tho problamo · !l'h11 l.a truo iD tho io·.•olopins 
rolation ot tho .Amoric"" petty bcurcocia to tho .Amorican prolotodo.t aa 
woll ao in tho rolat1oD at the ll'cw ~and llurl tana aD4 tho POJmaJ :rvlll11a 
Quakore . to tho IIIDI!&oo ot Jrccro olo.v••• Ono historical O!Jocb br:\l; i•·1, tl.y 
111Will.no.toa tho othor. 

• 
!rho priaa:;v clinractorlatica of tho oarly abol.! ti" .int 

mov..,.oDt, 'ltoforo 1831 for ~lo0 vas rollt:ious dODUDciationa of tllo 
olavo instUution, P\lrch411iDt: tho troodom of slM·oa en! contributions ··f 
chuity to aid his mntorial woll bo1nt: in tho ll'ortho · Corrosponliln,;:ly, 
thO Jllll'i'OI!I0$1t ur.dor 11\Do tlO)'d ()arr1IOD tho croat wh1tO llb011 toniat, alJliost 
t~ll 1at6 tho tt.I!I)Of ·coloai~11aiion1 'bocaueo ii- ~ppOiiM 'tho ·ct.oa·truct1on et 
llcvoq b.T viol:mco or b~ poll tica1 I!IOBDio Tot ouch 1B tho po.rndox ot. 
tho hbtoey of abel!. t1onim, a p....,tu!oz rost1111: aioop'-7 aD4 llll:cluaivol.y 
\lPoD tho. ool.f •. activity ot tho Hogro !lll4 tho aympo.thotic whites llha· .. 
'baood thomaolvoa oopon ttl' that nith orich alavo· :!'rood. by coooponsotion<tho• 
~ camo. atoodily cloilar nhon eia.vaey """.to .lio d9atroyod vi thout. r•. ' · ,," 
oatl.on by rovolut1o=;v violODco o.n n·~~ational soo.lo aD4 with fu.' .',· · · "' 

··Poll tic~ ozproaaicin on o. :natlonJ!l· aoo.le. · lllho'.1111Pl'Mti.ce.l1 tv· ot · fr<Jai.r.g 
mUllan a at slaves by _privata fiiiGDcos wns icm<ldiatol.y npparont. . !l!hu 
raoul t """ tho Ulldarp'Owid railro.~~ · 

. . . V, l!qyolutio!l!!I'Y' .fiv..:ti.!i% 
~ l!ndorgr!ll.!!Ul, l!ni l.£Pnd · 

. !!!he flicht of. alavoo irom.the South beOISJI· very 
earl}' from tho very dny .alaver.:r wa• eatl'l>llahad iD tho llAitad Statoa0 
But, 1n tho first ho.lf, of tho l9,tb century. this oxodus b~clllle oo ..,ida-

...... 

. sprond that .1 t of noooad t;v took o,., .ll_lghly. or&aeiBad form. ,!i!h:Js- ,••·ther 
than a wild flight· of a dl'irent<td and brokau poople; tho undargro .... ·' ~<u:~:r 
roacl, with ita h18h dogroo ot orgaidsat1on, 1til' igonuit,y, its ho:,·ol,Jm

1 
ia ····- · 

·one of tho moat sazine phonomcma·of modein hietoey. ~ut; a!l "'f.-~ ~r. . 
· distlii&Uhhinc aapoota are unAoratandablo whe:i we roc~,_.·"'··· · · •. : , is 
a genuine proctuct ot a revolutional"7 pooplo a.ud a rovo.l.u .. •. .. ·y '"~t"{od, 
'R'o nood po.uso onq for ono domonstrativo examp;Lo horo ... :·acJ4~..:-~ .t~= ;• .. rr1o~ ~- -
!l!ubman as aho w11a callod by John :Brotm lllld othors, W hon ~i1o uh: t.; p.1tty 
bourcooialo .was limitint: tho st~gJ.o tor tominino oqualitj- to tilo obJ&!i>-.._ ... 
1vo of au£frDP.Oo th1a diml!Ditivo ll'ocro womon d.of1od tho 11holo olavo~ • 
nhich offered fantastic rewards for hor capture, So ouccoes:l'ul nns she • ... • · -
in epiri tlng awoy hundroda 'lJlOn hundreds of ola.vos, that John :B~onn IBJ.Il · 
that aha was, "tho I:!Oa~of "man na.turllll.y tho.t I over mot with"~ !!'hio · · 
opinion Of ono .,f tho ~ontoat kooricnn rqvolutio!Ul17 tarroriet .. 1a let!,=-
tivo. 11'o nood only ndd tho poli tionl oboorvntion todny that tho etZ'I:Cile · --· 
for fominino oquo.lity in o.ll: 1olda is ful.fillod only in rovolut1on&l'7. . . 
pro.otico. Wo nUl yot find ha.r oqunl Md that of hor ooUl\torpo.J."t, . . . · · 
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J'rodorick Do\lll').llas, tho tribune of tho NoP,rO pooplo .111 thoao rovo!.,if~ ... ·• ... · 
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aeyolutiO!!!U'Y Action ~ the_ ~o-:Party s,ystam 

~e flight of t011o of thouoanda of Negroes from .the 
l!louth by wo;v of tho lmder;:roUDd ro.ilrcrad wae not. m~re bodil;v escape from tho 
ez!et"""e in tho l011d of slc.ver;vo ~; ato.tod. Pl''"'lout1J'0 ilbo Sna~cti'ole doe1ro 
dos1re of the Negro ITQe to revolutionito 011~ ~aCOIIQtruat aoutharn slnvo caciotyl 
!!!he effect of tho growillg etroam o:t 1'ree Negroes '"" to 11adlcslizc Blld trans:
fora tho abolition movement. »ouglnsc broke with Garrison on the quostian of 
poiitiosl action. llut the profound meaninc of this break can be appreciated 
in light of the fact that the Negro alnvoa bad brokan much earlier with Garrison 
on the quaution at daatroy1ng •laver;v exolua1vely·by moral agitation. OnlY 
because the N~o elavoo posed tho destruction of alaver,v by social revolution, 
was 1 t poesible for Frederick »ouglaos in advBIIce, faced with a concrote poll t· 
!cal task, to past the necessity fa,·contronting tho two party eystom 1.a. tho 
political monopol;v of tho pro alavor,v portioo, with a 11017 genuine B11t1-;slavor,v 
ptll';ty, the J'roo Soil :Party of lS48. J'or Douglass, tho 9rOt\tiOil of an Bllti
•lavor,v parl1amonteey pert¥ was organicall;v connoctod with tho direet activity 
of tho Negro slavos and thoir all:f.oa song tho froo laborora 6lld !roo !armors 
COJJ.m1na~ .in tho social' rovolut1ono ~o party was no! thor to bo a dotorront 
nor eubetitnto for tho revolution against chattel alavor,r, but olll;v :f.ts eorros
pond:f.ag and appropriate political ox;proasioll and organitat:f.on. ~" po.rlllell 
with T>ootsk;y's conception of tho '!rovolut10JIEll'7 labor par.v" in the Uhitad Stntos 
tor ~r·onn period ia clOQl'].y ev1den~ hare~ but·· wlll bo tr~t:= in dctD.il le.tar. 

I . 
The ~ ioeopps · Involygd 1 

: .. . . \. . \ ::·.' . 
!!!he growing praaomc<' ·and influence of the !l'egroao in tbs 

.Abol1tiou1st-a movement was .to b~i:ome avide.Ut in_othar we,yc. · 'l:he religiOus, 
moral. preaellmonta against olaVIIr,v: took: on a now mterinl content which. trans
forme?. the political o.ppenl ot·the abalitlanht,movament· to the whole nntion. 
!l!hua nt the- ii'irst Dl!loting at which ·:Douglass epoke,hitl oimpla relating ol b1s 
experiericea under- sle.ve:ey, tbc .d10Ploi' 0: the· m&l'ke 'oi the ia.Bh· oU biB back1 
sti.-.ud··tha audienao fo.r more·doepl;v.thwi tho lllllglli:l':f.aent ilg1tat1on ot lim •. Lloyd 
Glll'riaolio .On anothor ocano~onp ,faoOd wi~h .. tho· h~akliil& of a. police chief na 
to the innate ilU'oriorl t;( of tho !lagro, DoUglas~ cor.trontod his tormantor 
with the quootion, _J1m I·'i> liM?~ ,!ll'd provo~o:t tho liotcnors to "·stoi~ roar 
of nPProvnl. · .Aa in tho activity of tho· olo.voo tn tho South, so· too1 ·in tho 
dovotion, onargy, · Md-nbilitlf· 6f .tlici Negro in tho Abolitionist movoment in tho 
Yorth; tho r!Cht of ~ho Nbgro' t9'pqun11ty.oonsod to .bo tho eubJoct of.abatrnct 
cr&WIIonta. ovQr bibll.oal intorp:rthtions . but -wna o.aaortod ·in :Practice by the ··. 
!l'ogrote solf•o.otivity. ThQ ,a'tlci11tJon1ot movement rrhich wna bogun O;v church 
grau;ps, oonalu4od with tho :cond:cmlnation of .tho organized church ns n .olnvo 

· insti ~tion. !l'lio rolllgl.oua oxliortnt1ori o.gc.inst slnvoey which orisinall;v woe 
to bo n substitute :tor the sol!•notivity of tho slnvos, eorvod in tho ood as 
1111 inspiration Slid n DP\ll' to thoir. rovolila .. It wo.s John llro1111, popul!l1'1y ·pic
tured. na n rolil!ioua, ·pro;vorful flll\at1c1 nho in 1859 s011t tho audaoious mcasngo 
to his· friOIIds in tho north Muo·don't naod lliblos, aond us GunaH 0 NoVQr 
boto.;o in· .Amori~nn hiator;v, had Z.o~1~!101! boon so .thoroucbl:v "mntorinlhool." 1 
so tho1r10\lllbl7 oolf-ncgo.tod, 'l:hoso todo;v. who consider tho oxhtonoci cit .. Weo 

·Nogro church institutiou.e· ns proof of his b110kno,rdnooa '1111 nood to be rOII!.ndacl. 
of thh ll4:*ill 1111d aco.in. · · 

~ho Noqooa il'llll•fOJ.'l9. &>ol1 t1Qn1st ~d .. oloq . . .. .. 
• ·. ·•. . llut it 1s ·~n tho ~ ot .lbol1t1on1at l.doolocr .11horo tho 

rolo of tho ll'ocro to.ko• on tho i;l'oa.toat _impor,\MCOo · ~ho oo.rl;v nbol1t~o.o.1ata 
of Now llklgl..., obo.~UJ iD 111!1 tlito u.P9n cbnttol'· sl,avory. lAO" a. oanveion\ meein~ ot 
ovorloolcinc tho srowth of a. CiPlo117 Ox;ploitati vc waco olavor,r in tho t~ilo 
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fncturloe ot tliciir own social ayetom, Yen~ of them worowhigs, bitter opponents 
of. tho stl.'Ugglo for domocrntic nnil oco11om1b, r.oforms of Jooknoliion domo·orucy •.. 
Wony nora avon mombors pf. tho· hntod ·"Church r.nd Stnte~', faction, · Corrospondiug .. 
with tho objoctivo dovolopcon.t, tho direct conflict .. Q.f tho slnvo mnot\1rs ng(l.irJst 
tho slnvos lad to thp fundLUnontn1·confl1ct of tho uitivo mnotcrs r.gr.inct f~co. 
lo.bororci rmd froo fr.rmors .Pf tho \7holo nation.· .It .was .·the No·,-o aboJ.itionistn, 
because o:f thei:!' subjective 'exper~encee · ss chattel eiayos, nho wore in tho most 
compollinr; yjositio\'l ~o. a:q>lain_ to tho h'hita \'TOrft;er:n .fl!il?- fe.l:me~o. tho vitHl neod 
for a bold war OF,ainet the al.avocra.cy. It- was tile Nqgro abolitionists •7ho 
woro aOle, in advance, to daverop Nl 1.nsigbt ;into th:g .:rol'att:on of chat. tal al~vecy 
to n11.;o olnvOl'Y• \iondoll Phillips, Gorri tt Bll!itl.J..;•Ild ·~th·or ·radical nbo).i toniots 
joined thom in thoso concoptiona; l.ator, Ii;·,na,a:al,ij).1h<!"'Nocro abolitionio+.s 
r.hO .. oro ublo to BOO thO intorhatiOnol i11!pli@tions: Of tho Mti-slavc otrlly,&lao 
It r~s.s not nccidontol .tint. liredorick Dour,lass -in. his t1;ip to En;;lnnd sholll.•l 
speak at working clnss meotlne;s, to·Chnrtists l;ondors, .lind ti tho laad.c~G of tho 
movemont for Irish in4opondor.co, !rho solidarity rrhich this great llogro t\iwli
tionist loader displayod, .wns roturnod· by. tho En;ciporu>o;~cirki~ cle-'!e nnd l~bor
~!"'ie.ti movomonts un~or tho loaaorship ·o·r·lf!!1r:z: and Eu~ol~. r?nrs lntor. durini; tho 
most sovoro trials of tho anti-s,1nvory -of .tho north during tho Civil 17aro ... .. 

VI, Lnbor .!!!!!! Aboll tion 

In tho onrl;r struggloo botwoah tho dommorcial.croditor·. 
class against tho \!l'b<Ul ond·-Ml'aririJ1 debtor clnss; .. kn_own in political torins'.ns 
tho struggle botwopn tho i.'d.<iological :ci>olCopt~ons.of ·Jeff orson ond Hamil. ton;: tho 
fiery anti;.c'li>t.talist. -!'l!:l~i;;.tor John Teylor,. Ji!.d.,daciarod thnt tho dividin); lino 
of tho strut;glo. "ae.,bot\7QQd ·"natural e.tid fictitious propot1"', · bot.,oim ... gdclll.turo 
lind commoroial ·capi tni.fam; · 'Tho ;;or king ciaao: nftor lSi2, · faccJd . .,1 th tho · oqrlillst 
tasks of i tu foi•ll1(ltion ilp .·~ class, found·. itaolf ·in alliimC'ti•:\.,ith tho iP uthorn ; 
alavocrocy •. Tho !'Sin st~os of. tho nol'kors in·!(..;,· York,'li'enn•ylv.U..in imcl 
Now ·England wcro for' tlio ·abOlition of nll··Pl'Ol'ot1U g,\w.liflci:itiorie· for suf.frne;o, 
tho. ,.bolHion of ·jail sontoilcos for debtors, ior .tho ri~tu of·:trri.d.q,union . 
oreonhr"ti.on cnli:,fraa· pliblic oduca~ion for .tho:norkors. \71th this pro.¢om nnd 
... 1 th thoso dOIIIClllds, tho· i1orking· clnao i'6limod. tho rndia'~ rting of Jnokooniim 

· domoC:rp.c¥~ . Dqminc.t_od as this m~·vomon.t nne; by th,:J. lll;i~cu·inns· of tho \7_ost::~d· thq: 
south, tho· political" o:i:prossion of ·tho \1o.>:ki!lli c.lnss· ""'" in· tho. idl.~lol;ical .. imd · 
prot:rcinmn.tic sonso~ v·noto nnd uto]SitUle· But ~o violont- end ·'o>~'DlO.ol .. ,o nnti- · 

. oapitalist ~itc.tion that !Jrodominntod ·in .th9 tiorkl.Dg class co;,tor£ of th.o . 
co·.mtry,. i;,dicntod thiit ,Jil.ckson' s wnr ne;ai)iat tho .fin&cinl. op~oulnto1•s c.nd . 
their institution th,o. nntionol· i>oilk, nne. roooivin{!· nholo-hoo.rtod· t70rkl.ng 0}1).98 
support. - · · 

. . Tho etruggl<> ngninet ·~lo.voey·.wn~ looked '~pon by .. tho 
·working clo.o.s ns. a d_1vor81o~ o:ric~:J~ f1-ori:l•'thll· ronl _atrur-.glo· ngninst thO prodntOI-y 
morann tile ruling alnus •. As proviou"l;r· monti~nl'~·• the r.bol~ tbnist •~&ita tors 
o:r that J'O:iod woro of tho onomy·:Pnrty,. tho.Whi,:;c, · c.nd. thorbi>P,hly. t!dmtod,ith 

. olaric11Usm, In tho dospornto si tuntion of .. tho, workers in· -tho doorossion ~ 
;roaro, "hioh wno boliovod to hnvo b•>on brought on .. 'by ~l'<icul.ritoru. in tho nnt!.ono.l 
curran~, soma' uorkors coru.11nrod "thoir onn si tun.tiOii to thnt nf tho. alnvoe end_ 
found thc1 t, tho olr.vn systom :Oilrhnps -ropt'osnnt.pc\. grot". tor._ snouri ty !or thoao _TlhO 
lnb"r"'1 tho.n did th•> froo labor system, , .Alno thoro wns'tho doml.nnting fotl>' thnt 
fro•dom for tho •Invo~ ~nonnt." .tho ch~poning n..'liJ;,Ul\oini>lo;,on~<>nt of tho "hit.o labororo, 
Tho OT.t,cr.~o Ol1Plo1tr.+.ivo .nnt\U'o ot• co11111lorcial ~ .oo.r1y industrial O!ll>itdl. am 
obscnro<l fl'Olll tho workors tha hl'.storioiiJ: nood tor • tJio ovorthrow 'Of chnttol 
slnvory "" n nocooaory :prHOttiu.aito for tho rovolutlonnr:r ·o.o!tivit:f of frco 
lubor., · ~ · · · ·' · · · · ··· 
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~ J!h.lP.Jlf .!:!!g Countor-!Lovolutio!! 

~· tosk.wos to'bo imposed upon tho conociousnoss of tho 
uorking cla.ss by tho slnvo mo.stors thomsolvos. 'l!ho polit1otll rotom moVorAo:rit. 
in the North based essentially on the working class, provoked ~rowing fsaro 
and antagonisms w1 th the SO'J.thern vtinl: of the Democratic Party, Faced w1 th 
the prospect of the masc migration of free lebor to the north, which would 
give tho non-slave holding section a clear numerical majority, John Calhoun, 
leading spokesman end ideologist of the South, formula. ted ·a conception of ~;overn
ment :!.n whlch the rights of the mejorit;r of people could not tro.nscand the 
rig~oc andstnbility of propor;r rule, Calhoun declared that slaver;r formed 
•tr.eJ~.ost solid and dura.ole foundation on which to rear froe and ete.ble insti
tution•"• ~be emphasis proved to be more on stability than on freedom, '1be 
"Dorr rebellion" of :Rhode Island which took place in 1842 posed two Q.UeotionA: 
tho right of tbe major:!. ty to suffrage end 1he right of revolution to obtain 

democratic suffrage, Calhoun doclared •that it would be the dea~b blow of 
constitutionoi dO!II<lcraey to admit the right of the numorical msjot•it;r to altar 
o~ abolish conotitutione at pleasuro•, ~us the war of the working clneo 
against proper;r rule wtl9 to be transformed after lSil2 into a war against tho 
sla.vocraey who, in dofonse ~:£ 1 ts npocl.\liflr institution" took on tho defDnse 
of all o~loitativo propory. 

~e growing internal crisis of tho slave systom puehed 
tho sla70Cracy from passive spoeohes to counter-r~iolutionor;r political and 
axtra-parliamentar;r practice. In tho grcming. di vi&iOil in, the northern .wing Of 
tho Decooratic Part;y between the consorvativoa, representative of the collliller
cial ruling class, and thoir reform wing, repres.,tative of 1ha sontiments of'tho 
norking class, tho oo'uthorn sla.vocr~ al.Ued itsoli' .with tho conservative 
"Hunkers" agai!lat tho radical ":Barn Jlui.ners•; tlr.1s pushing tho latter into a 
growing anti-olavor;r positon. ~he choice of democratic. prosidontial.nomination 
was succiossfully diotatod .by the South,. ~t soot ion. of thei slavocrnciy which· 
found it incroadngly impossible to mBI.ntain even tho m.ost tenuous·llllinnce. 
with tho northern I'IOrking· class, entered the Whig Part;r, Tho pol:!. ticr.i.J. mono-
. poly o:r tho slo.vocrc.cy," in ordor ·to ovOrcomo tho internnl crisis of tho ola.vo 
systom, ooncrotel;r oxprossod by slavo rovolts,ond growing abolitOnist agitation. 
wo.s nocossarily CO!!lJ'lorooritod by oxtra-porliemontar;r violont measures. •· Aboli• · 
tiot.ists. poti tiona and nowspapers woro burnod, Slave catchers roo.mod fr.ooly 
in tho north, Undor ·eo~thorn inspiration and ngitation abolitioniot .woro 
mobbed, tholr prossos dostro;rod, thoir mooting. broken up; · :B~t tho ·o·ojocti vo 
dovol~pmonts nllich woro moving towards th.o total dostruotion of slnvor;r, ' 

. found on increasing subJoctivo o,Pross~on nmong·tho northorn norking class. 
Unknown to tho groo.t ao,jori ty of eoutborn slavos and northern workors, tho so 
tno eoctiona of tho laboring mnssoss. ·eo divorso in thoir··sopare.to mod.os of'· the 
labor process t111d IX> distant in thoir aoollonBl isolation, woro being woldod and 
idontifiod togothor undor tho hnmm~blows of tho countGr-r~o~utiono.r;r slav~ 
holding oligarch;r. From concorn ovor suffrngo and soctionnl innuonM in tho 
choice of part;r ctllldido.tos, tho issue rnpidly dovolopod into ono of froo labor 
ngninat chnttol.elavory. · 

:£hg, GrowiM Solidnri t:r ~ .!!..9Er.!?. !Hl! l!l!i to :L!Ill!!l. 

~ia sharp countor-posi tion of two social syoi>ViO• oo;prnao
od itsoli' in tho !ormation of tho 11Froo Soil part;rn of 1848, in whioh tho. 
l\ndical Jncksoni<lDs of previous ;roars pleyod a prominent roloo It is· importr.nt 
to no to thnt this party organized in tho northet\st,. gal.nod :1:'1 vo times tho 
votes of tho "Liberty Pnrt;r" 0 tho e.nt1-slavor;r party of 1844 in tbo ngraritlll 
northwest, :But docidcal;r mora important ·then votos; wns tho rovalutionar,r 

1260 

• 

l 
I 

i 



r 
I 
I idooloaicaf challon;:o comin;: :!'rom tho now party, of which. tho following 1e tliP-

1call n tn. tho slavo atutos DOll thOUS!llldS of mono., 81'0 looking ton!U'ds UOo, o 
tho Snnd-hillors nf North: Carolina .. , tho Corn-crnekors ot !l!o:moosoo r.nd Alr 
'bama. ~ tho poor whito_.mon~ not owners of slo.voa, but poor mcobr...'liaa n.ril poOr 
f'nrmors, moro · ti"£UUplod u,pon~ if po&siblo, thr.n tho very .A!riocms thomsoJ.vos •••• 
!l!hnt is tho quintossonoo of tho slavo doctrine; labor dc~~adod, tno laborer 
dogradod, man~ oxal tod, tu1d tho onnor of property GXal tad," 

. But, "" in gur onn till:o, thi& took tho form of a controdbtoey 
movanont, 'lho samo 170rkoro 11ho fol t their poli ticol o:rprossion ropt•ossod by 
tho o:rlstonoo of t,,o slave prrtios, felt r.t tho samo time n subjocti,·o hostU-
1 ty to tho Nogroos end tho Aboli tioniata, But tho brooks 101 tho ropi<ll,:> devol
oping objoctivo s!tuntion, noro doc!sivo rogexdloss .of tho subj~ctivo consciour 
no~s .of thoeo subject ,to ita impn.et. Those uho in tho rovolut1omrJ movCmont 
todny bnso thoir p~lit!cnl.conoopt!ono upon their ann subjocti~o ostimntiono 
of tho ophomorn.1. cnnscir'lUsnoss ·at tho mo.eaos, wnuld hcwo boon r.bsol"\lt<Jly' lost 
in tho pro-rovolutionClr:f c\ovolo:pr.1onto of tho Civil Wn~. !!!hoy ,run tho. torriblo 
risk of d1soriont1ng, n!th suCh~ rnothod ot politics, tho vungunrd pnrt,r in tho 
pro-rovmlutionrry dovolopmonts of t~o cooing prolot~ion revolution. . 
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- ..... •••=,.,~, •~~·~f:::,-:r_:_::~f~f~-~.~~;;;~~~ --~~ 
for a gro9.t upheaval. 'rhe nht:·.l'!10ts:-il:ltics o!' e p'!'tl-re·;nlt.:4•1Cmllr;t. and· revolution- I 
ary oi.tua~;ion are tha.t the tc.neseo fir,d it impc--3aib!e ·to Gvn+,~ n~Ae to l.ivo in the I 
old way, that t41llions of people who hu.d ncV9:r ir:~e:r;·anerl i·,, ·t-ht~ ~l'Jt:~ ... l or !~oH-
ti.cal so~me, entQr upon it with a.n impact of' axtJ'RO\'ci!na:-y V.ilJl-·a:.·.-:.:. 'i'h':; c!R·~P oon-
fliou l'~>JtWIJon cho.ttel slavery and free labor olX!'!cd-3 ne1-1 ln 1\.\.~ ·.r..:. ~l P.1 t:J!~·~:a::.-:l:.iomt I 
and vir>d, shiftn in tl,e national aoena upon which o\·o;':: ·1',l·.e r::.ofJ't, t~lrr:wd !•ol:!.tical 
loa-:lero are brokon booe.uae they are rooted· in tho old tr9.cii1..if·n:J.l pt~:::.ccful pattern I 

of politionl dwoloptl::t:ho boginning -~~ thio dccudo anti-elavory or,itcti.on ooemo ~~ 
to have died down. 'i'ha rebollioua iln.rn-:9urnrJra ..,,~r··J roturni . .;~ ::.o ti.IJ r.o:J.--c-:-ot.tic 
P~rty. Tho ~ii.eaourl Compromiao, vna ml,)re porllruo~~".ury v!.\1tr::..·y ,-,£' t!':•t r ~-~·::.··.:•at;y, 1 
enr:m.,d to be tho f'inu.l anewor to on:Oi-a:l~vory ng:ta .. ,;.i?n• Lf JS;;~, h~{,l" ·~;·~:i .. ~P ·aud _ I 

i Dcmo:n·ntic~ "d.pc- out the luet voetlgo of anti-al~v.;:ry lonet:a_·~e !"r?'a ~ilc:l..r pl.r-t?=r.nn. J 

Tho ..,.i.lling rolit.::.cal servant of th11 alnvocrR.cy, .fr.;si.duu{, ~ij lrnvro, \oi'CS sur:ceeded 1 

by ano~h('i- of +.he Sll::.i.(' kind, in th": Gloction or the D :;tuc·~rc.t, P.L..:l'"o• B'Xt.~ :ta ·;..yp-
1 icnl of pr~-ro•rolutio!10.ry tim'Ja, politics in th;J form of' \"oto-gottJ.rlg ·and vote""' / 

coun+~in$1 :tt..s only tl!u ahn.dow nnd not tJ.e subetancu or th.:"~.ng:J, ':i'i"i;h !:hBRt>ao:oncrJ of 
1 the o~lr~nctivity of tho brond massoe, politics in ell it~ var!ad foros boo~me the I 

m~atthox~traao ldd_ndiofi po.rl!mionto.Z.y ~:;tin1 1aJ;~.• 1 Whihle_ thcpol\tioicm he~d the oontor .. _ 
o~ o " ago~ oo o vo oo .• on l'M , .. .,nn ng e_•eu >rere; :,

1 
Tho ooU.ntc.r-rovolutionary o lavoaracy 1-ni tiatad. a tw_o-prongcd .. __ 

offensive, for th•.) r.otoution of' reb\.:l!.io~3 and i'leeing sln.vea and for the at1:.9in-· .··:·. I 
mont of ntN slavo torri iooriee. 1-'roeident. Fillmore had declared that·Jl (il;d"Jl"~.l-· troOps· ;I 
would De U:Jod to'ont'oroo the i'Ugitiva a lave netS. Tho answer o~_ th_6. uiltl.:.olo.Vt)l"Y 
foroao ~·• erootaoulnr rosouos of Nogro ulnvoo ft'O!ll t'·o ronda' of tho uutrorltho. ._

1

, 
Once II' ore. tl•a l~eg_r~ "r''!S the .oont11r ~of o::d;rts.-parlim:~erit~ mao B. o.otivi:t.y. Tho count-... _ 
er-rnvol1.rtio!1~ry ·alavccr~.cy,. a.t tho height; of ita- auoouaiJ 1 had convurtod. the -Fr.:ter- . _·'! 
o.l- govoi"~~ll.·~r.t. int~·a lmr;r: elnvO-cutchitJg inatii:.ution at ite ootimulrJd. S_ln.very·wo;.s .,,_ 
no longol' n. 3octir'nal isll_UcJ1 a mor~l iseuo,.· a.n iusuc rcve!.ant only to tho oppl"cseed . 
Negro alnvcoo >nd hie Abolitionj.at. aympnthizoro •. It waa a: battle .for .. ~_bo·.futuroot' ·, • ·-M· j 

'Bloody Knnoae .in .1&54 and liarpero Ferr;r in lBYS~, "~~ •. to-~ t.ho 
battlo gronnda. · Oongreaa· lmd de_ola.red tho·principlo or· ·· 11 non .. intarvention11 _1n de
ciding 'fllether nnw tarritorica "ould be el~-:ve or f"i'ce otateo. But tho nor.-~nt·or
vontion of a poJ:~_1B.i.llJnti.4Ybody l:ll!:!fl.nt the moot vioiont intorvention on tho pnrt '.'r 
tho living social t'oroeo,· rc.pr<:#~entod b;y armed br.Jdioa of men~ Givun the oontin-

. uous of'l1onuivo- oi• tho elavocrncy,tho principle -~f' non-inturvcmtion wna to be only 
a COI'lVoniant moans of.. opening Kanao.o to the· inv:J.Bion of arm~d pr~-sb.vor fG~rOos. 
lforthorn Abolitiouiate:, n~nre cf tl'!t: advantages th·'t tht. south enjOyed b:-anuse ot· 
ite nggroaoivo polioiea in its ntt.ewpt. .to obtuin Fano110 and Fodoral pr<ltootton of' 
slavery, mobilized thomaovlos f'or .a. counter ... offc:naive •. l:iorthsrn immtgrt~ilta o.r
rived in Ku.naae in lRrgc numbero_ ~hn.n southern oGtt,loro. Bqt.with thu tHOit np• 
provo.l ·or th'c ?edornl govornmont, r.nouthorn border ruf'~inne" auoOoedod in terro
rizing tho wholo 'papubtion. Kaneno wno " modal f'or tho. out)>r~nk or tho Oivil· 
'far. Tho quaat1on o:C a. pro•BlnYo or o.nti-slu.ve Constitution rested -clearly upon 
olaaa p~or, in the givon o!roumatancou the tri~phnnt power of tho Southern alavo
oraoy. Tho olloddy pnrl~t.~ mnr#'>torin~o ,to mok~ , KIUII}."'-· ,l.,.v<>. a.tat.o oxpoeed. tho 
alllVl,)holdcra' oonopir!loy ~nd tho dominati:~n of' tho ontira country. ·· · 

•,•: . . -. ' . ~ 
Tho violanoo of Bloody.Kansau .invadod, ~he ohombor• of a non• 

intorvoning Congrosa a fow yaa.re later, In ·rasponue ·to a :·apqooh on ;K,.rian.D· .bY the 
ro.dioc.l Ab!>lit.i.:·nist Oharloa Sumurr, 11 SouthSrn r.~prisrtritntl~o·Fr.eot.On i::lfool~a,_ o.a• 
onultoJ bl11liner with u Ollila dealine h11u ,blo"" ~<bi~h.ll_9<o tn .or1pple bin f.or ;t.hre•> 
yao.rt' a:-u~ '1<:£1.\r.on hie throughout hiaowho~o 11f'o. Brooks 1 3vuthern collf.nguos had 
atcod by ovr.vp~·.'thotic,llv durine._ tho as~o.ul.tJ tno whOle Southern prone enve its 1m• 
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thuaia.atio approva.l to the murd·orous o.enult. Tha d!ly at'tor the a.ttnck or1 SunaJ.er, 
~other abolitionist,co~···man Wade, rlace two pistols on his desk baforG beg1n-
"'-"e Us epeech on ths SUmner "affair, \'l!lat he.d bson ,;,,"""" tice..U:r ~.nd . con~luoi vel:r 
dercar.ntrr.f;,Q :outside of Congress!. waa dem~r:.:.t:-att:~d e"t""m moro C.rg;ont~1~ally o.nri cnn-
clusiwly in Congress itself. ~'he exalted tr{lllscenUcntd. neturQ C'f :pc.rl.!!rn.Lr.ltar.\an
tc~ n thin veil for compomise with concees1nns to the sl~ve power, r.aa fWling to 
tr.e .;round. 

Tho reaction· of .tho Kansas affnl.r was quick, !tho northwost 
farmers, seo1ngthopr1nc1plo of llOPUlar eoyoreignty ondangm:-ad, h1Cngn1 Vl11.':. in Kmaas 
the threat to tho hun:l.rods <f thousn,\lds of immilll'Mto who ha'l m•wd. wos<,.,vz-i llctd oz
p~dod the cyst om of froa egricul turo. Tho now party, ore;t..!!izod as un a::,: .. ':'lor ";o a. 
congress which had r,ivon nn obviously 11 ~roc.-ctntcll to thu sl~.\·oho.ldorc 1 ar:.1.t1g up 
vig'J:~otJ.f.llJ\ ~pontnnoously o.nd ont.huuia.stiCal:ly on 01.ocG. ~:i r.t.().~c bas~ s.. T'.u.J Rep-· 
ublica'.l!l in '.iho northwest swo}t DQmO~rats r..:d Vr'!liga a.a~.clo and o~rtod. F--1 i. }" ~-r ~ o:1 ox
cop !lJ.i:1cis, Yot tho nothrwoat w:d tho South nocmad Ullnffo ~tad.. :Sutt&!oro too; 
A trcmon.dou.s political storm wa.a brcwirl€:. 

Tho 11 Knou-Noth1ng" or Amorico.n Po.rty shOuld b~e. a. los
eon to rll Marx!.oli on th!! meturic b'="Onth aud ro.pi1. clr..E!9 ti-onsf'ormaUn·1::1 o:t' .An.:~icc.n 
poJlti:'r.l mo\·nr.antS.. Tho 11Know-Xothin~B11 wore or;;c-nitod ostllis:i.~ly • v.a a acC::·,·c 
ordo:;:o tc t'.:!.~~i. Gho now wo.vosof foreign 1.-:m:l.f!l"aJ:i:iD!l ar.d ·:.mo :Jntoiovont"ion of t:J,.; ~.:.:.th
Olit: P:,r.o .:.':1 .!!:'lol~ioo.n n:f'~ciro. l3ut ossor,t.iaJ.1y, ht:ndrods o_f· tb.ou&o.."l.ds of J?tl>:~l.J, 
S.noluUirJ;_:::· ~;:;, -:-J..lCms of t.b.o \10rking· clo.o~ :Cud sDi-;r::d. '\!l:..:ln th:!.s ~h:n.rro !DnVr:n.:v=>:t ua a 
politic:n.l ·,,!')o.po~ to dostr<),Y· slavery. Tho liKn.ou--lTot:'l~.n~;~"roriDsont n. ·"D::t2r. !)o:U.hical 
ren.ctinn 00 the· undosarvud vi~orioo of tho slavoCro.(:tt j,n ICN,.so;, o. 3Jt·r·iu.~ t :--f i~il\l 
fru'sli.-:-c.tion nt :.tho slc.v~Jo:rn.cyls m.onopo:cy of tho· two nio.;j~ polJ.t.t.oal 1:~:tto~·o ~ · 
1850· th:h~ anorml"\18 movomont. ie broken up on tho qnostion o!' Sli.70l7') ln \:Aa 
South t.r.~ 11l"Uton-N(lth1ngs11 uor.G n sttb-ctrntum of the ·al,,i:ory WlJ.igs. · In tho' N'arth 
tho 'i!ll.;:• bocllllio n sub-otntum of tha .. 11Xncw-liotliingsll• which in n !em ;;oars ttna 
to crtstaJ.izo in tho RopublicM Pnrt:,o:, 

. . Y~t' in l856 l'lhilo tho l!opuHic,.nn uoro ma.ldno: hondney, 
tho nemacratio condide.to, · Buchonari, won tho' ol:oction victot7. Thio lnat 
prosident -boforo th~ Oivil. 'fTnr wns sttbjoctivolY. n Til"'dol' of indoc{si~ton'Oss, · 
nnd thcroforo objectively o. shiold for tho. slnvocrncy,.. :ihtt oncl) mora tho 
parliri.'l.lontnry np:ponrnnco O'oliod.. the iritcn~o 1-ovolutionnry n..'"l.blr'l nf thnt :period-.. 
In l85S, tho righta nf t'rood sla~s cNno up bofo11.:1 -tho Su?rt>:liO r.-.~\trt in thO·-· 
Drod Scott ne.oo. Tho •lUostian n£ tHr.VOl'Y uastbuo tO"boroml"vfld il·ur,"ovon .. tho 
halls of' Cont,Toss nhic:1. "1'1~3,, .i.f o.to:1. within''ndrrow .-limits .. .:.. tribunal of .. tho 
great mo.ssos o:f pooplo.,. . The! irsuo of Sl:lvory waa·· to bo -p:~n::OI.{ 'tr, tne· hrotds oi' 
thq or-cwni\lr. ine~it.ution of pt'.l'liC!mentnriOmt· ·ff\l' romov .. :ld i'r:Jrr:. thtl .:lc.iL-y· yicilent 
clo.sl:. o"l., t~a ~~l!w·as nni tilt~:::: ntlioo:s agc,.i~lat i:h·l sll'.~ocrr.oJy. ·!I!h\l- dod.Sif'n. !'f 
this r.r~Si.r.t\·:n·~· l(~:~r~ --ir..a~-"1 tt!.tion~ in. 1iha DrC\d t~cl'ltt c.P.sri,· una in cft"oct, 
thnt ~.h~ro '''~!'~'": n~ troQ NoG:t'Ot·~ in, the No1~th, ~t slnvciry Tms not cnnfincad. to 
tho Btt~oh 'mt l.:os~.cor. tms ·to domlnnta tho politicnl· asd sool.eJ. lifo of tho 
entl1•0 ccwttry. Onco mrtrc, nr.d thin timo t~ith greatest' clm . .;it~ a.nd dcicd.aivonoos, 

tho rovolutiono.r:r Ms.t·.or to this highest ate.;:e in tho po.rliMontnry aaf<r 
guardbg ot slo.vo17 •. ""a to olactr1ty the whole count,.;. .. · . . 

John BroW.., who had reool.vcci.· his tre.inin1f in tho 
antllr-slltvocy stru,ulo in the fr.lorillo. wnrf.o.ro of Korisaa; uit<iokad H=r.c:r' a' · 
f orry, ';: · ;~nio. with a hnnd.ful ot men in lS'lS, 'lll!s nils to bo ';ho bo~;inuill6 
llf the .,-rt..r-:o<Jt. of all slnvo ineu.--a:oot!o ... • IJ!ho_ plan to donl. -tho sln\·o::rnq' a 
d"a!;!,.r..;.o," ou \ts homo soU wns baOkad 'b;;'tho rnd:l:c,\1 al:olitloll.\s~, \io·•:..ou 
'Phn.:~!~!.~ Qe\'~it .~ith, And I'.co-:l<'riclc Douglas.· ~~lo J olm !B*O;,n' ~· l?l!lnii fOr 
i;~.," f:.t\~·c· ~·rJ.v•1l'h \1e1•e hast;,· ~U\d i~epro.otiool, tho po'110:..i.l.."\l lc~g~·~. u:~.-1· :!:iJVIllU.tionar;r 
IJ1'fa;.:t9 ':li thio movo woro th~. voey hoicht of prc.o;1cal1 by~ F·L·~\Y ~:DUra of 
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11nti•alnvory at:ru~;ltlo held convinced tho rodicnl nboli tionists tllnt if tho Ploo1d
oncy, tho Judicinry, nod tho l'ltljor poli tiCIIl pnrtioa woro willillll: or ..in'CU'l:nt"inl; 
priaonoro of tho al11vocr11ey1 OAlY tbG ·sl:nvoa, direct nod irroconcilo.b~cr 'oPFo\ion.ts 
of tho slnvocrncy in tho vary codo o~. cotton production i tsolf, ~l>i aDm!li tN.s 
ronction!'%"J ·social l!:faton, Sinc:;o· .tho Drod .Scott. dociaion w11o 11 lw,iil' "*'tiol('· 
of tho invnaion b;t tho North b1 tho vnat doopornto ~ of Southam al.'nv·o cll.tehora 
to once ooro onahncklo froo Nw,rooa. John l!rown'a rnid wna on invnsion of tho 
South by "· hnndful o£. whitoa .o,~J.d. !roo llollrooa to cod thic thront' by Dp·>niM 1:!;.0 
f'lood~;ntoa of rovol t in tho ho!U'.t of. tho South, ·1!11>· autlino of tho Oivtl.l\'lnr·nn\1-
tho b nttlo for llooonstri.totion. qoro !llrondy nppnrOlrt. .,, ' . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . ; . . . ' :.~ ..... . 
.. . .. , John l!rownl o rovolt provoked bi ttor •~~:or in tho South 'fl'~ Pro-
voked tho londorship ot 'tho sl11vocrncy to n r ocollD! t1on o:t pol1 ticnl rClllli tt. ·:·.No 
p.iriint.~onto.cy pro.toction, no otr"'lll:l<l-hOld rrn ·tho l!'oacrnl.I:DVDl'!lT.lont, 'coul4 .~ 
o.ntoo tho. futuro o:f tho slnvocrnc;y n~;ninst ilh olin''lilnVOBo Tho nodorntd nlio!ition• 
loti in tlio' N.olith, tho concilint<>ra includinil Lineoln, withorod in th·()lont ci:f 
Sciu.thorn I)IIJ!Or <¥;ninst John l!r<>"n' ·• l!ut John l!rown in turnut!.lizod. tho f'orty do.ys . 
'bot'!,oon .tho tino of his capture BJ)d his· balil;t.u;, to clnrity. tho il".t'l:on on tho 
iasud of alovoey ~;~oro thorour.hl7. thM llll tho ~;roat stntoscon, Calhoun, Oley, 
t<obntOl', nnd Stophon DoW!lns: in tho court roon, throur,h lottors, end in his very 
donomor in tho fnco of donth, If ns .nccordin<; to il.Of!Oild d<!<ldorbllr old P>'osidont 
:BuehnntUl nopt on tho shouldot>ti ot ·man,::Oi"S "in tho tliito Rnuso. in hin ploo. to 
help :find BOlle wey to SllV~ .tho Union, old, fiorco,, !rpn.,-willnd John l!rot~~~ ho.d 
givon ·tho o.nBtlor - tho b!I!!Ploto li.ostructiotl 6~ thq allt!'ocrnoy 'by 1 ts robolUouo. · · 
slf;l.t'oa •. :···· · ·.. :.:· · · ·: · .. i '~ ... :· ·, .. · :. . · ... ·. ~., ··, 

. · ' ,. ·. '·'· ; '·.i(ohn »rom.•.a' concoptiollli 1!7oro pro-ion ·c<i~iotolY·truo ·~:y tho 
vtol'Ont assnulto ·w~cb ~!Jo ol;.,:cj<ll"~.nndo·~o4n•t tho •into!loste ·of·. tho who~cr" 
nntion 'i'n tho·:rn~.~ :VonrQ ,b,q:t;o'r,o"tllo C~vil, ll'~ .. :!'or. OX(Ir.lplo; 1 t opposed tho·bUild'
int; of a '•llostorn rW;lroa<t; :1 t' 01,od toX"A:l.:liQrios <lhioh ..axcludad bnttloo 'liko l!Iocill:r 
f""""": nod Cub.<> ·tl.'a ·n · bOI;izini!!f: "of.·~. 'l!i'J!tintj.c ,:s~O.v9 ,oppiro. axtonat~~~; "down·: to llizil.• . 
I~ prosacd !or n'· . ..-c~ni;. ~~ th!f 'nb,?~~~ltP :olal.,o .. trJldo.. }\inal:cy ·if, ll:rGU.~od···th<> · 
hostility of cliii!B"c0nsc1oua. 110rkoro nlld ltu'CM.S by it.~ hostilit;l'·t<ll·ltho hOcoatcind 
nets which vol'o .to op\tn; t.hiitcirritori~s for tho .itu:iigra~ion of. troo'la'borora enc .. 
fnrcorao· llith B politicQ:L ilhci!Pnbos nriaitli;: out o:f·~.O!IPDrn~iDII tho ·alovdholdtrS' 
uttorud 'ihronta ond tl::d<>' pro'pprat!one for o:Pon robolJ..i,on, · ·: · · . · ,:, · !:'· · 

. • •. ~.. . . . . ' '~ '.l 

Socosaion: .·Tho Slnvo Holil!.oreRob.oliion ' · · ··' 
·"·~r., · · ·· - .... :J .... · . · . ·- · .. ···t- . ·. 

. ·' .. ·,. . Tho ~vision ~otwoon N\i:r:ilhorn.nna 5cUthem Dot-.oorntli in tho. 
13601 s proaidoriti!ll olodUonw lod t9 tho 'victory ot RoP>oblicon ·co.ndidntoo, tnl·• _ · · 
this olootion idotoo.t tho"iluv~erncr·:ronlbM .. ~t bloWa au<ih•·"" hod boon 1n:tliiitio"' 

. od upon ~ t in !Cnna1.1~ end ilt l!!irpor~ J'orry.WQio:o. na.. in propnrntion on ·a. ~;roo. tor :~ 
senlo. In ardor to out,ilff t!io inov~ tnblo r.ovpl.utl:onnry offonoivo n~;ninat ·1·ti'''. · 
aystoc tho :olnvocrn~ '11'18. quiCk to a.oiva upon ;~lio.lS60 olootion.:nD' 11 si.;nnf for·· 
countor-rovolutionnry rebellion. · · · · · •• · · • . · ·· •· ·: 

... :~ .. ' . . .-:::"~.... ·(·-·· ••.("' 

.. · : · It i£ bt 'llhia point, . ~o·. i!;nrpcat b;roolt o:t tho· .mot~· epoch, · 
thnt tho l!nrldon dinloctic ·cob!> a ~ly into ita. """• Thnt h.l.a tori~' corli)uncturo,' 
t.hnt oxtrnordi!m17 hiator~~tll:·!?flni>ht of tho •?C:iol revolution, br11Uflnta)' 'pa: · . 
forcefUlly illuciilntoa ond el'hf!fl~a·. tl;p vholp ~oh procoodin~; 1 t, nnd th·o mole 
<>pooh f'lll'llinl; :troc lt, Upon ·~:rtbor. o.nnl.yah, .no wo. h.~vo .. outlin~r0v1~ua1y1 it 
U tho nttor.IJ)tad phjosicnl oopnfdtion of two difto~ont. co~0apf labor, two d1fffll'O 
ont aociol ayatot•••· ·]!~t ~our ~~is t>UJ~ · lii>riF·.IIa:.PT911,• . .tul'thor. Sooon1on : 
in all appooraneo&;; aopilration'!:bol:l. '!l1 'iu!~dnia.tlc ao~~!il a:vatoc, 1s in roallty 
a coo.na of doc!.no.Uon c:t n rolictLoz!D.# aoo~nl·:or~Jn' over n :xu:•o prol;Z'oaaivota.,.· 
cinl ardor, "~hua·.tl!oro wou~fl·ln t¥!~~~~ .. ~i~.i~ no~ .n diaaolution of the tinl.on 
but n of .. itc n roo!:'l!o.nhntion :Qn \lio bnaia at ·ale.vor:v undor tho 

• \ho a'1o.volioldilll; .ol~'" '(lCArl llao:.J. 1Jlo Ch;il ·lln:!: In 
: ~o ·dl.allilll.ticnl · • · - · 
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me,no by which 'the'South it>pose4 eeceseion UP'!".' ito 01111 popu.1ation indic"teli from 
the side of the. olnve ·economy the revolutio~ crisis within the Confederacy. As 
MR.rx wrote, 11 It is not only n queet1on.of seceseion. from tho lJorth, but alno a 
fort1fyiJ18 and obr.rpening ot the pligfll!~ c! ,300, 000 slRve: lorda in tha fight. 
ngainat five million whiteaa 1f :.·, ·· · 

• 4 •. 

'1'his is the"k~y; Tho ~dredo' or "tlioiu!P.nds'·. of wOrts of comment
ntoro; · historiens, ideologists, P911~~eo~. ,a)!out. 111111\intaiping the Union• es n 
m,tter of nationnl patriotism, with ·~~nv~ri ns n aubordinnte •1bsue ·to be bttrgnined 

. nw~cy·in the process, mnot be'nnd cl!h'b0'tl;lbroU£hlY destroyed on the bi\Sie of Marx-
1st P.nl\lysis. It is a·li:ey tii · the'tlnderlitlinding of the Negroeo, Civil tlnr, ·Recon-. 
otruction,- the N'egtci.!s todlcy, ti)e i!ew· De!ll, the sit~.dow ob!il'i'" - in the analysis 
of the '!lllsided, coritr.,dictory~· dt!lle.ctiiiaJ devolo,p~nt towiU'd the .coi:lfng Amoricd..-. 
R,evoluti"on .. O.rie '!~rd_.of wnrni:ng i,a n~Et.i.QRary •. mutt We nre -,..tteOJ?ting t.o pr¢1ve 
here ·is not the !decl1:a:nic!ll.1de.ntity of, pe,ot lllld pre...,nt populr:rly cont'\hred, in the 
llWI:illf- "history· i'ep~a~s ita.el,:f. 1~ We: P.re :only :re'venli:'ll' 'the ger.er!ll dyn.,r.rl.e~ ·.of 
tha relRtionehi:li~· o:r,.t!te. clnssps. 'in pro~iOoll"nn,d' i!l l'Olitfcs: !"ld oore vite~lY; 
the birth of th• · ne11 ·.ao~·aty in the . very ilt&fntegre.t1on of the old. • . , . :'" . ; . . ~ . . 

· VIII. Secessloia~ ~he Negroell.~ ~ .l9:4: 
. ~ .. ··. :· :· · .. !· :7 ::r .. t. ·: :,.-·; ,· . ·. . . . . ·.-· .. .'_ ·:: 

: 1 As >r~ hA--~ >~rHt~n.~pr~~~Quply,: in •18.31, : WilliP.m Lloyd Gnrri'qo~ wns 
snared by the trnp of co:J.on1;at.:f.o!l,. ·~l)q.liegroes in revoiutiollfU'y ·s;p•ech .lllid .rev- .. 
olutionar.l" t>rnctico thoroughly refqtod :e.nd' ~ejected rnirih ·n "solution; • 'In 1862 · 

•Ab1•nhnc 'Lincoln; not an isointed nl:olitio'D!!Bt, 'lruv· the Pioosident 'o:r "great Mtion 
11nd tha lend.er ·or. Us gi-.e~t.:q~ pnrty, .atti:ICiied ;t;, ,Iiia e,mruiaipntion procl~Jillition~ .. 
"eolonizatio.n .scheme. GJ.ven.,ths seeming soci..:V _rmd.p~liticnl hol..tion·o:t.the· ,-. 
llegro olRve0 t:rom .tho o.ther clllsaes :l.n.Amer.:f.!c!m·•eociet)' i'n:l8,31,. nnd the epJI'U'e®··. 
hopelessness of· the .,liol1t.ion1s:t. cnuse, :w.,.r•Ciui'·.li<>l:r iuir!'ehttind Glli-risoJI'.~ propos..; . 
al. l!ut in re,jeotiJ18 it, the N'egro whs declari"'! that what he wanterllino,uot 
merely escape from slc.ve:ry, nor rebellion 118a1ha't ·t*' 'e'lnVe holdera, : n9r .. ~ioe 
revense against the sll!.vocrRcy .in elise .o:r ,the rebellion' •. triUl:lph. ; The lle&ro 
obve WI)S declP.l"ill8 his ,deep rooted debir'e' ~0 fe~j)nst!•uc't; SOU~hsrn ··~ociety, . ~hat· . 
nPny >rhi t& a9~l1 ~1on1sta. did not appreci,.te·o thia: ;yenrning~ of the Nogr;, cl.ac ~~den.,.· 
ed by the• fact that meny. of them approved;gf :u~uthern secession RS a menno· of :rre ... 
ingtnt ~ le!'st·. the .north !rom the lllQr!ll llll(i p.ol1tical cl"i..,a of. chattel .s;n~ey~ . 
l!ut. the· Neg~o, his life .d1storte4 by the brutall.oed lR'lror of ·the t>ln:>.tntion .ooon
o,...., nevertheloss like the ·•.gr:f.c\jltur!ll slllrfB in lrlil·ciauntriee; tdenUfii!d hiroaelf 
nnd lilri' future with the lruid - the meMo of productlton of 'thnt t'ime.' · This w.is 
de!1onstr'lted in all kinds of, sl\btle w•,yri duriJ18 the slave re,volts, mcre openly 
in. the llaaonstructio)l.,per~pd and in ·:l?ppulis~:~.' ·.The llegrci 1 8 hunger :for lfUid kliew 
no bo<liido; As WI\ 'shnli. aae Linc_oln re.'ltlalleci mi'ghtUy rigA.inot the declnrlltion ot 
tha 'Eme.nCipation Pl'oi:lnmtion. l!ut,. with .the actual 'course of •·rttr in the olr.vo 
st~>tes; we>.:. \.!rich· cor:rpletel:r, un1ooaed .the hold of the •lr.vocrncy up.o!i. i't'a own·. 
slnv~ir·"tUid COfiVerbply l>rovoked the re'llllllion of tile Negro sle.vbs.anrl,' th6ir mnsa 
flight :t'o, the' !Jni,on arcl'ea,· LinCO~tl wl\ll.fOrced to Rcltnowledge the hi~~orical fact 
>rith~,;:. pilpor dec1tu-(it1on. llr.t . .a, .. _. titiJI he. or". the iz\liOrent mc~eilent' of. the 
N'egro from re'belUOil agclnst alnveeiater .to tllll·'reconstruction. o:r·:all· oionther~. 
society, tlint h~ "~tet>p~ed to snve .. the slrl..,ocrnoy by the colonl,zing the· Negroes. 
This ~s : onl¥ t!i~ j>Q.~~ ti '(a. a~ de of •the· s6cinl; pheno::ron?n .whQ'l•··'~•~nt; ".;: '!!_~~. £• .. 
the sout~~~n sec;!.~D~on,. 1. o. r .t·hs !nherent necess~ ty ':f.o~~!ie: alrYl!'ll>liiel'e JO,¥e
orglllli ~e, the ni-.~!on!ll ~COJIOIV• .•'·Thtie">'wtl" pre6eeif' fror;r: ~~· .Jiobel11ir'!qaesa, ,Q~! J>!!!l .. ~-
Negro·sl'lves·nan!not their ,._aters to tho rebellion or·the slaveholders AgBin•t 
the free l'lbor Rysteo, tr.om ~he reorgP.n1sation of southern econoii\Y by the Negro 
sbve nnd poor >rhi te to the thre•.tened reorgllllitntioll o:r the national free. lnbor 
system by the southern slnvemneters. · Flight for the Negroes, i. e,, their fol'oo 
ciblo physic.'l ""'~~on from the plnntntion mode of productiOn! seceoaion for 
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the elavellll\8tere, io ei, their forclble pwoical separation from the tree :t..bor 
eyoten; Rre only trnne!teoy diecuiaee for the fund~~ontnl que•tion posed by both 
revolution nnd counter-revolution - the reconstruction of nociety. 

L.at us move from the !Iegroeo iii the 19th century to the Negro 
people in the 20th century, The Negro people begin to enter inductry both north 
nnd south, 'becominc subject. to the ,._,rooess of P~ien ... ted·labor. i.a. the fnctory 
system. For the ife:':~ro t!rl.s P.lien.c>.tion tnkea on n Sl1E'ICinlly· e7treme :!'o1•r.t.. :Be
cause of discrimin;· ~j.on on the job he rnoe.t often does not pnrticipata in the pro
cess of production _,:-oper. but r~thcr' in its most maninl. nppendPges, J:ll\nURl lP.bor 
nnd jr .. n1tor1r.1 tTork. In t.ddition to this e;·.trer:le form of n.lient'.tion bi production 
there exhts the extrene clienntion 'in conswnpti.·m- ghet~oa, high prices, dls
c:oirninntion in eooinl life. After World W't.".r I. the nbove phenomenon ia s:'iflr,ened 
nod accentUP.ted. The vcunted pr9mised of the 11 WP.r for d~mocrr.cyll px:ove hollcm. 
c~11cngo is the scene of P. :-nc!t riot unprecedented in brut,..llty P.nd in negro vic
tims. Labor in gener<'l 111\8 suffez-ed defents in its strike struet;lea. The A. ? , 
of L., :-the predominr.tine and exclusive: anion of the period, b.P.s. no rClntion vrl t.h 
the NegrO wh. .... tooever. Prosperity reigns in the coWltry, corrunting l'nd F>LtlG'r:r>.tin!'", 
ter:mor,..i-ily, the oovement of_ the mnsees. · The .liegro 1 s 'rebelliousness aizr·.inst cr.p-• 
itniist socio:!ty is isolated to the }Jegro hir:lSi:!lf. This is- the br...ckgr,.,und· for "'.he 
birth nnd phenomennl €!owth. of the Gpxvey movement. 

!~ e:~~cr to thosa philistines ih ~h~ Acericnn revolut1o~~Y move
ment ,.,hoSe only FLcqur.intc.nCe with the .Gf..rver mov~ment ,.,r.a Gnrvey' s fP..ker.r, Trotsky 
repliE'd .tllf'!.t if we underst:--.nd why P. •• million.Negro~s poured into t}?.e:Gnr~ey cnye
mont. t·re. would undsrstt'.nd the .r.10st import:mt- thi'ngs We M.ve to. ~no't'r about the-. 
Negro n.nd ~he sociRl revolutitul. It therefore deeerv:es our Ct-~%-e:fUl Rnd speCial. 
Rttention, 

l~scus. Gar~ey ostonsibly "ropoaed the return of the Negi-oeo to 
Africll. But ,fo~ the Negro·-millions ·-in the_ Grtrvey. n:ovemeitt At'rieP._ wr.·.s oni:r r •. · sym... 
bol of. the ~Tegrots· prot'oun9, SsrJii-a.tiona to ·rec_onstruct 'uiP. Un1t-~d StatesC' "In the 
struggle egninot 6hr.ttel slnvery the Negro fle( to the north e.nd >titli the devel
opment of the objective situation found·an identity of. interost. with the industri
al bourgeqisie, the f:z:-ee -fGr!lWr nrid the free l~b9r.er. IJ.1hia tttP.s histOricP..lly. con- '· 
firJu~t'l by the whole dev_~lo:::ment of the ·.A.'b_oli't!.'?n oov:am.e'nt, ~he _(H.vl:l~ WP.r n.nd RS:.. 

, construction. In " cou."lt.ry wholf-y .domi!V'.ted by. WP.ge-al,..vary, t.,here the. once re
volutionr.rY bourgeoiaie•_h .... .d now beco~e thorouehl,y ·rcncti?ila.ry, "'here the domin
ation of the bou~geoisie over the lrorkcir nnd the i'r.rmer llppe,.red to be unohal
J.enged,, the Ne&TO .orgp.nized.!Ur.\s'elf tnta "· mnsa rnoveme'zlt ~rhos a a.p}lArc.nt object-
iva >ms to r•turn to. Africu, ~ut Just "" the :forcible sep~xnt-ion of tb.e Negro 
:from chl'.ttel elo.very by :flight prior. to the Civil WRr. indic.,ted the deep desire 
for the .reC?op.struction of the so~th,_ so, too,· the .. Negro l!lr!.Ra m_o·.,ement for hin 
forcible pho·eicnl. eepo.rnt1on froro wage slo.very indic•ted his deep deeire to re
conotru~1~ the \·:hOle· United .. Stnteu. 

. This pD.enomenon. obaeured nnd d~sguise<l, by the l!e&ro'o pnrtieip-: 
ntion in the.:Snck to _AfricP; Jl!OVeco.nt in tha. twontics, become~' .,q,Ucit Rnd "!,.. 
pRrent in the: Negro 1 s ;rhol ... hoe.rted cUl>i>cirt ·to the. OIO nnd the N"" Deal in the 
thirties, The depreo~ion of 192.9 .noted only ·ns the objective cnuse of this ®,.._ 
ment of. 't;he Ne~o ·l'llD.Sses. It 1o the .stnt;fil. ot l~ecro development in t!Jcl" re'l r-.~1.1'\n 
to the develo~1:nent of other clnaa~~ in B<.toi~ty v\~1eh la Jhvul.Tcli. h¢rP. If 1n t.Ju 
t\tl"entitu", the Negr"o tme. in the_.v~d 'o:r. ·the "'h"le e'ount~j 1!1'.·;-;~.., rt.aP1r.r .. t1una 
for the renonct."rtict ton of A."''lericr.il ~ooiet;r, the o:rcr.nizn.ti·on -of th~ CIO i 1"1:d.icated 
tN-.t t·h.;t S1•me ;,~~~irations m:lated in . .large· seotinnl:'l of, the \o.oori:!ng clnss. The 
hiRturS ·:3 chruJ&e llf the 1-legro~ a voting nllogiunct:, from tho. Rc~Ju.blionn to the 
Deooornt!e Party, is evidence not of n·rnere pnrlta.DAq,tl"\ry Shift. but of the 
Negro

1 
a hopes tM.t th6 Hew Det£1 vna n· fundn.met:ltn.l rcoonatrc.ct1on of modern aoc1ety • 
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J.!onnwhilo tha remnnnta ot tho 01\rvo,y mov ... ont · auaooodOd 1n mobllhl.ni: no eroat 
mnoooo for tho ~oturn to Afrioa_but lnatond,pnrtioipntad in tho tight ~inst 
diooriminntion in nn cxtromol.1' militant wtJ;1 in tho urb~.n contoro ot Noero POI>
ulction 1o tho Uni tod Stt:~toa, Lntor wo cnn soo thnt tho .Amoricnn llogro· oua• 
pectod, !llld in largo pnrt roJoatod, tho ooaond impa:.-inliat wnr. Jlut tho twrl"' 
.ul toua militlll')' !llld oocinl UPhonvnls inhoront in trm-, r;nvo b:!.,·th r·'·-""·~ tho 
Nogr" m".BBile to tho ,phrnao Md cone option of PNeg Wor1d &-Col...!~: _ ·· t~ iJ in 
h1storicn.l rotroepoct thnt uo enu bast rocognizo tho Gr.rvey no-.:u•"'l'':lt •· til.O 
Nogro r a 1•saoosa1on" from tho U, s. - not !1S n porvorso cllt'.uvinictic orgonir:
ntion, "but ns n prope.rntion for tho Nor.ro&"a contribution to tho comng .ArJoricnn 
rovolut!on. ·· .::. 

vro trill diecuso "tho pnrnllol boboon tho slnvoholdors aocosoion 
".nd tho rocurront striko trnvos of tho prooont-d..v 170rldng i:lllSo o.ftor trncing 
tho politico~, militnr,r nnd. intorn~tional course of tho Civil -~o_r, 

I.X:. Tho S(lcond .AnorioM Bovolution: Insurrection 

!rho politic.~, 1:1111 till')' nnd intorlll'.tione~ nspoctn of tho Civil: 
War nre orgnn1call;r intor-role.tod eJld nt critical momonts bocoMo .idoriticn1, .In 
this it elosoly pnrnllols th.J :auaeiW'l Rc"PJlution o.nd civil nr.r and tho 'Spnnish 
civil wr.r C".nd rovolutitm in th1s lnat docr.do. · 

A:ftor SOCOG&ion lW.d bOCOil!O an liCCOttpliabod foot 1n•<ll0 SoUthern 
atdo nftor Mnthor, Lincoln and hie trhol·o cnbinot troro .et\118ht in tho torribii>" ' 
gj;ip of indocition, F>:ntl tho cnbinot ome.:mtod ~.11 tho. vririotioa of :plnne ror.' i:um 
compromises· aid. coneossi~:-~s to tho sln.~o~?rnc;y. . ~on; '*Clil thf:)·.;ar.ttor ot _·oo_ooeo:; 
oion trns poood conoroto:cy in n·ml.lito.ey trey, tho:t~"ii.Orsbip ot· tho no>:th, o;.... 
bodied in Lincoln nnd his cnbinot, l'lllB in tho mn,joricy cgninot tn.ltit>g nicyo· noti.on. 
llnjor Andnrson, n Fodornl oommo.ndo1·, h."d moved his troops into st1•nto1!1c Fort 
&Jmtor, in anticipntion of 6 militar,r offonsivo by tho south ngninst tho nortb, 
!!')lis llll'.do him n horo ".mong tho 'northern mr.ssos; 11ho. nhila not cnnooious:cy 'ri~.nt
ing "'""• troro thorou,.;hly.icpntiont tr1 th tho fniluro of thoir govorlll:<oni to, tnko 

-.lJlV··stopn .ct&cln8~ tho aln'-:oJloldora• rob_ollion. __ 11ha~ __ tho 11\~0e~!on of _rQinfprC
...• i~Jg", Fort &'w:ltor """·posed' btifor~ ·Lincoln' e cr,binot, lim,H, Sett~.rii, ll ~Onding" · 
. tlombor "ho vms ongngod :b.promising sou thorn loaders tho ceyitulation.of:t·h~ ·: 
. FQdoro~ gcvornmon t; fi orooly. obJoctOd, . Gidoon li'olls, Socrotlll')'. 'oi "th~ iin....-~ 
.. obJoctod. on· tho bnsis that this ttl.;:ht ovontunlzy oost i:IUlinns ot:.dolle>'s .iiiid 

tJiousMdS Of mono Jlut·'tho proBsuro Of tho pooplo .Q;f ·tho nor"th ond th.o obv.toua 
·southern mili till')'. fortificntion for tho _aolzuro ot th~ .Fi-o."~, .. l.c;po~ad "upoi) \lio 
ct~binot t.ho nocossity for providing SUPPOrt· to tho F¥orp;t .troops_p.t, li'o~t ~ 
tor, With tho sou thorn .nssnUlt on thio militlll')' obJoctlvo, tho· 9ivil Wnr b.qgan, . . . ' .. _ ,. . .- •, ... 

In contrnst l11t.h tho dilntory boh!lvior of ·tho:Fi..J.oral ~·var~'ont, 
',in nhloh tho Ropubl19!111 , Linooln; aoomod in ·~hoso .dociaivo :m,Qnths 'to 1ici·.Jc1tal>o 

ing tho Der..ocrnt, Buohnnnn, 170 hnvo n mr~ni!icont po_rtreynJ. of tlio s ol~mobil
hlltion ot- tho rnnssos for doolaivo diroct n cUon to orush tho · alnvocrno,y r.t ·tho 

.very tiJho of tho doliborntion Of Lincoln ond his· cnbinot, !rho fioco fnrtlers nnd 
_ .. workers Of Missouri opoodUy ana opontnnonus:cy orgnnbqd thomoolvos into. n.soc
. rot pooplo's ml.li till knottn· ns -tho 11i71d~ntrnkos," to· :toroa~nll ·tho. thi-oo.ti>n¢ 

.••. - ,. aoup d
1
oto.t of tho slnvoholdi!U'; r.<inorit:y in thnt ctr.to,. lindor tho shnl-P.'.wlii:l' 

.. ·of tbo cnuntor-rovolutinri, conerlitiaod by tho olnV"!'9ldorsl nttnek. ~n.Fort 'Sui<t
.. tor, tho pacplo rospondOd.with n spon!nnoous.intorvontion in n.P.tz:uMlo uhioh 

thoir ~nrlinmentor,v landers .soamod only intorostod ln app~nsin~ or :roroatnl~lng, . . . . . . .. , 
11
In city, tD\ln nnd hnml.ot, imd r.t ro<:~oto ~ross;;,lids "thoro ii no n 

contusion of flBI!s, fifes nnd drw:ts, lnnnore insoriboJ with pnoi•io>ic daclr.r
ntlons, buntillJI'"dreyod Plr~tforma sh<lrod by RopublloeJls ·Md Domouro.tof," nnd." 1i ttl a 
groups of oxci tad r.<on suddonly formiiU'; to oxhort ono nnothor to a till grcntur 

. . . ; . " ' 
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~ totumt~ ·· H!lll'.volwi.toorod; Dlld. their nelilhboro .~,.. for tho.· 
voro horoos, .1111d cora wluntoorod~ Oinmti-;r bo"-rd•' on:l ci t:Y. . . . 
l'rQ.l'l'iato fUnds tor tho "suboistonao of tho recruits until stnto at· · 
itios could nosUJ:>o tho rosponsibilit;v, nnd votoid coney too fo1• thofhcilien . 
those \7hno~ OJ;tlistl:1ont night cuuso hardship&.·. Rnilroo.ois nora p1c~cod nt tho dis;..· 
pnonl of tho nuthori t1oo, br.nkors offorod onorr;oncy lonna t\1 th,:, ~ tro.t~,. ·:J th:o.ns 
subscribod tunds to equip nowl;v fomod conpWliOs, nnd frrncrs furnid:."d tc'"'" Olld . 
tlnP;Ons tc h:.•.stil;r nrrJ'.llizolcomissm-ints, Uniforos r.or·a r:u!do o.t hrn..~o ac,:ordinA: 
to epocificntinns cr.rriod in tho n0\7DpnporA, nnd thoro too ~1r.p:mcks uor.tJ fittod 
out- sonoticos filled uith r.rticlos thnt nould hnva o~cv:pod avon. tho nir)ltr:oroa 
of n r·oP}llc-.r D.l"f.''Y sorgot"nt.u 

~hoso nro tho uords of n contooprtrc.ry hiF.toriez:ol uri tor. In tho 
\1'0rds of t". historian of that period, Goor~;o ikncroft, '11Jbora hna novor boon M? .. 
thin~; ~ontor thnn fila UP>"isin~; of tho People of April lnnt. 11 THo pr.rnllols · . 
clos ol;v tho solf-acti vi t;v of tho Spnuish no.ssas ,-,ho r.rnod thonsol vos r.nd spofidl.l;v 
disnmcd tho :!hscist officers nt tho wrry outbronk of Frnnco' s r·>bollion. :But 

· those Uko tho Stnliniats nho idonti:fy this nc.;;ni!icont intorvo:>tion of tho nansos . 
in tho second Anoricnn Rovclution m. th tho hir,h-po\"!o>"cd prop!:J'.ondo for onliotcont 
r.nd conscription in tho socond Anoricon icporinlist tmr, o.:-o crir..l.nnll:r slllildoring 
tho '70>"kors · r.nd 11:\rcors of tht>.t poriod in ardor to doJ.udo tho t>orking nassoo in 
our t 1no. · 



·-:· . ~- . 

,, 
~thor looaoning tho control or tho oln\'eholdor nnd convorao4' ,..lvin~ tho 11:1-
pulso to tho NOill'o olnvos to Jo'in tho Union· nrr.ll.oo, As Uarx '"'" to l'lrito nt the . 
\'Ory 'boginnillP, Of tho WN"t 11\Jith ronlmr for tho border str.too in tho border atntos .. 
thoneolvos, tho question of TlinnillP, or losinP, thon is ni thdrn\711 fron tho· sphoro 
of diplo::ll'.tic Md pnrliru:~O!Itnry discussions," It""" tho activiV of tho Negro 
slnvos nhich nithdr011 it fron tho sp.'toro, .And no" l1st011 to Lincoln 1n 1862 o
clwing lJnr:i: in his npponl to t!lo bnrdor s tnto coru;rossr.on, to nee opt tho Emncip- . 
r.tinn Proclt'.Tlr'.tion. 11 If tho nni continuoo ·lonr,, tho lnotitutio'n i'n ynn.r t tatoo 
'<7111 be oxtin/lllishod b;r ~:~oro friction nnd nbrnoion •• 'll:.• tho nero incidents of wr~ 
It dll bo gono nnd ;rou hnvo nothillP, valunblo in •lie'!' o! it,n 

This is Lincoln's r.p~onl to tho slnvoholdors· in tho border. states 
to nccopt .onnncipr.tion Tlith nonotnry cnnponention 1>;r tho Fodornl P,O<rorno<int, 

It 19 not cccidontnl thnt Gonornl U&ollnn, 0ol'1DI'.ndor-1n-Cb1of of 
tho Union nrnios r;hn hr.d thrcntonod to noot tho flooing NoP,rO olnvos with shocklos 
in bond tn r oturn thon to thoir slnvo nnstoro, ur.s lntor in le64 to run t:lll"inut 
ItinCI)ln for thQ pronidoney nnt\·p~nm-nn of. en·nplotQ NnrthO!'tl enp1tulat!"n t" tho 
oln•tocrr.c;ro Tho E..'11lllcipnt1nn ?rocloontion hr.d nn icnodir.to and pcworiUl icpe.ct 
on nll::spoots o:t tho Civil llr.ro i•s llnn-uroto, •So fo.r '<70 have onl;r uitnosso~ iho 
first nets .of tho Civil ;1r.r- tho constitutionnl. WOP,ing o:t' wnr. Tho socond not; 
tho rovolutionnry wllP,int; of uo.r 1a nt hnnd," · 

l~·;··.··:_·.~· .... '··.:.•.t_:·'··_(_ •. \? .. :o~~!:• c1~:!c:~:~~;p~l:~~!~]~::~:~~~:n:dd,odJi9t•ont11lll_! __ ,.,. •• , _ 
· ·. booliuso ·it uas in l..rgo oootions behind Sou thorn JJl.lHary 

t·'·"'· . South 'cio.rriod on .Otrl.koo !ind sabotQilo, . Thqy t· \od dovm tonu o:f thQWinndo . 
't".•,.:C,·'.·_?_ .. :.:;·.'. 017110i-S !ind thoir. hirOlillP,S 11h0 ot.horniSO !Jl.gh t huvo boon 1\!1 oddi tionnl hucnn Md: . 

. . ::ll.lit.;,z f'orco :tor tho Sou thorn. nrtlios, Tho mvolt of tho l;oP,rOoo CDUsod 'dl.s~'·' 

;·-;·,: 
: . .-.- :·;-
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k ... ~.: .. 
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· faction' nnonr, tho poor .,hitos aowll. .All fn nll ·n hnlf nillion -llo~o slnvoo · 
fled to tho North duriru; thoror ond n qusrtor · ot n r.ll.llion pnrticipntod.- in the-' . 
Union' cmios "" tho nost lloroic· fighto••a tuld noat hnr<\;.uorldnt; .iaborors. Tho' I'. 

lnrgo sonlo and doois!vo. porticipntion o:t· tho NaiJro ·ceases in tho 01<ril llr.l' flU-. 
filled in a· castortul riey tho historic truths ind.l,'<Jatod in tho first dOBJ.d.:Ontor .· 
sl,..o revolts - Southam sl.nvory wns dnoncd, · · · 

!rho ~oipntinn Proolnnntion tiorkod n non t1rn. in tho politionl 
londorship of the '<71l.ro Lincoin•s cnbinot,· being nn <1PJlOintod bodo', """ COr.IPOBod · .· 
nns t4' of ooncilintnrs and vncillritors like hinsolt, Congroso on tho other hnnd 
bo!.111: nn oloctod bod;r, uns in tho hnndi o:l'mdl.onl.nbolitionl.okcollP,rosmon, . tn ·· 
tho gr011ing conf~_ict botriaon Cont;rosa nnd tho cnbinot, Congrassionnl nbol1 tioniata '• 
donr.ndod thnt Lincoln trnnsforn his cnbinot :!'roc a1:1oro oollootion of dishnmon- · · 
!.nus individunls into a._llnifiod .r<>Valutionnr~ diraotornto, oi>rrospondilll: tn tho· .. 
nnods o:l' lond,,riJ!o..ip· in a profmind nnd difficult nnd. oontinuouo · crisie, 11hon Lill" ' 
coln's intox-port;r nnn!llivers· fnrosta,llod .r~ uuch notion, Coxv;roos 'ori:IUii•od n. 'r 
cocni ttoo on "tho C" nduat of tho 11n;r1 " which Sl>poraodod tho offiainl cohinQt in 
nnn;r rospocta, Onc_o· noro tho O.trn-pnrlinnontr.r;r dtuntion .; thor olntion {:if ollie.-' 

.. oa in violent r.ll.l1 tnry onnfliot - hnd tr·Msfornod tho m turo of lltori.,n.-: Pr>rl!._.. 
ontni-;r inoti tutiono, · · · · · ·· 

'· . ',.• ., '. 



•,' 

lleClollM's oxpnndod officer 9nato·wno to sUbat1tuto tor ~>o · 
ar~>in,or <4. tho· naseoe, tho al.avos in particular• l!Ut avon in r. purely nili tney. eanao · 
this was il betreyol of tho Uoion Cllllso, einco tM profosainnnl officore woro·coro 
synpc.thotic to thsir !lost Point friends f'iP,htiDP, for Looj · thnn fa!' n doci~ivo nili-' 
tory victory for tho Union, Pnrnllolin,, tho political turn indientod bY 'he :Eben-· .. 
cipotion Proclnnntion tho nili tliry tlu<n 1wns tho rm:~o.v~.l of 'HcClollou ond hl.• roplac..
nent liy n n>mbor of Abolition!at gonorols, and tho orr,anho.tion of n poopl.c's nil
itin in tho llorthwost to donl with tho socrot pro-slavery spl.os, llUOrrillo.s on<! · 
traitorous politicnl Copporhoo.do, · 

. ' ·~ 



rr:~~:·.~,··-;o:y·;o-~;,-,•·, :~~,, ;.~r·r;;: ;~:0':'':~7. •) .. 22-

r"" chattol slnv017, At tho bond c! tho nob1lhnt1on of tho.:Sriti.;h t7nrko'ra · .. 
i .. elnv017 wore l!or% nnd :En#;ols Md tho Into1'11atiolllll l7orkinr,t~ona' Association, l'lbbn' 

tho IPOkosnon lind prose of tho :Sri tiah :ottiln~; .olnaa ineietod thnt tho North 'i'lt\9 
not f1t;ht1nr, to abolish slnvoey but ruwoly to oonquo~ tho South, !Jnrx m"Oto a 
lottor to Lincoln in tho nnr.to of tho First Intornntionl'll, "elcin.~ thnt Lincoln 
procltrlo OT.lllllcipntinn in order to proftdo tho clooroat bado for nn oxtendod nob-
1liznt1on of tho British norkinll class. 

I:tl soon bocano clonr to tho :Sri tiah rulinll clnss tlint it could 
conduct c. unr in tho United Stntos or.ly nt tho riok of rovoluUon ut hooo, Evon 
in tho t1D1d diplor~tio etntoonnts of Lincoln, tho intornntinncl rovolutinnnr~ 
cllnrnctor of tho etrur.t!lo in tho u. s. is :nda ccply clonr. Lincoln said on 
Jlritish intervention, "If thD.t conos it .a1 ba a strifo of tho younr,or brr.nch of 
tho llritish otock • for froodon, nr,ninet tho othor- for slavoey, It uill bo 
drondful, but tho and uill bo sura Md swift,n :Sut it was !lnrx uho ui thout ""'" 
b11;11ity or t1n1d1ty clarified tho question in his lottor of tho First Intor
nntioncl to Proaidant Lincoln. Tho South, ho wrote, ntrlnttrlno<l. thnt slavcY.ey 
t1as •,., tho only solution dlf tho ll"Ont probloo :of tho 'rolntion of C<IPi tel to . 
lnbor 1 tJld oynicclly procl~.i:lod property in mn 'tho cornor•tono of tho now od
ifico' • than tho uorkin,:; classes of Europa understood nt once, oven bo!oro tho 
'fc.natic partisnnship of tho upper oinss (or lilJ.ropo) fo:o tho Confodorat~ 1:ontry 

__ hr.d .r;iv~ its diS~ Wtll'nil¥;: thr.t tho sln.vnholdor;e r':)bolli!::'n nr..s to D"~'!ld-_n _ 

·'· ' 
. tocsin fo'l' "~;onorl'll holy "nr ofproporty nr,ainst lnbor,11 

t t· 
( 
' 

. Tho Civil 17nr r.'\d. throntonod to provoko on nn ~~~t:.;~~~: 
scBl.o tho norld 'i71do sooin.l convulsions in tho ni.ddlo of tho 19th < 
th~ .i\ussillll Rovolution notul'llly stinUlnted in tho bo;:innln,:; of tho 20th:>c_c<n~~lr.l"~,t:,>,,;(;:~ 

XI, Tho 1!ork1M ~ llurine; tho jil)r 

, Tho Ro]ll1bl1c"" Party, i>orn in tho nll"nric.n North,ost in'lss!J •. 
orio!lted 1 te (llli tntion ondprnpflllll!ldn to tho liort!lorr. T1<'rkin1; clnusin. tho oloi>- . 
Uon victory of 1856, llhon Fort Sur.ltor """ nttnokod, on tiro trr.do •miono di.,.; · 
s~lvod to·join tho Fcdcrcl =· !l!ho lo::.dcrr.hip for tho nobilhntion of tho 
prclotnrint for tho Civ1l·l1ar, wns in tho bonds of Goronn cni,~roo, votornns of 
t~o'Gorcnn rovol ution of 1848, e~orkars of !Jnrx nnd ~~;olo ~.nd oorihors of tho 
First• Intornntinnal, !!'hoy lent iL'IJ'Ortc.nt poli tionl uoi,::ht to tJlo r!ldicnl •uin,:; · 
of tho Republican Party, . · ' ' · 

. Tho ontoricl Md poll ti'onl contribution of tho worlcilll; olo.as' 
wns l1cited, houovo>:, by 0. oontrndiction ishoront in tho diTtolopinr, closo rc-. 

· lations during tho vrri>.'.i~aolf,. J'rp;t'll!51 to l861, .. thoro 'wM n stondy ;:ro"th ot., 
honv.y industey nnd concurrently a 1;1•owth ot tho. tr~o· uniona, ·.'ih1s.;:rowth of .... 
industey "'"·" noooloro.tod. ono hundred :Cold in, tho four yonra otwc=. Tho 1ndu.,.; 
'trial hourr,ooisio ontorod tho ·..,ar as a bc.by and GCorr.od froo·it o.a . ., giant, . ·Tho 
cod.o.of lnbor chnni;od froc snnll .. ork-sbopo to lar~;o sol'llo lrntionc11llod'·1nduait7.' ·. 
!l!hio nshiovr.:ont vrns bnsod upon an intensified dl!lll'lldntion. and Blianntion· of lnboi:'i; ···' 
to~;othor with tho coat DO!Uldclous corruption and apoculn ticin in war r.n torials .~.nd ·. c 
civilian ;:obd.a, !l!o o;u this tho workers ropl1oduith otrikos whi.ch wo>·o l>rooptl;r•. 
broken by tho ;:ovomcont. Tho d1sor1c1nntion in oonsaription policioa oi' · fuo · 
llOvorDDont 'ilhich oxoopt_Od e.a rich, provoked r.nti-drnft riots by aooo i:~ot:tnna 
of'·tho '"'"ki111; olnaa. \lith onsh successful blow nr,trlnst ohr.ttol slavor;r, ta · 
tho "orki~ clnos cont>•1butoa honvily, it found itnolf fo.otn,r; over r.1oro on·onl.v:·_:: 
and diroobly its oor';cl onoey, uo~;o alavor,y, Thus tho triu.'l)>h of tho a'opc,no. 
Aoorio:m i<avolut:on hnd lo.id tho nntoricl, aooicl bo.ais for tlo third 
canflict, AS l.lorx m"Oto to En;:ols. "Aft or tho Oivil 11nr pbnso, t"-a U, 
only rion ontori:rv:; tho rov'?lutinun17 pho.sa., •• •• · 

.. ' 

.. . : ~ .•. ' ' . 



,--'. 

11 Socossion• 1 !l!h~ l1orkin.; Cla.ss Ted~ . . 

Tho notion of tho b!lC!mnrdnosa ot tho Acori4nn prnlotr.r1r.t 1e 
bl\ood upon tho npp.'U'ont /liiP botwoon ito nili t.imt oc~nonie. atruwoa ond . .:11;8llto . 
ic trlldo union organizations no contrnstoll. r..ith,its support of ono or tho athol." 
cnpitnllst pnrt;y in liou Of !I politicnl Clnss orr,cniz<>tiOJi Of its Or.Do ,,.'In tli.'i 
rov01utiont:U7 :1ovooont in tho Uni tod Stntoa. this notio!l at ti>q. beck'lmrdnoBs of 
t!:o .hnoricr.n nrolat,.int r.10nif'csto i tool:!' 1n tho m:mnor in nhieh tho slOI;IU1 for· 

·a ·I:ro.o.,r Pert:/ :1c-.s boon prooontod to tho uorkin;.-: clo.oe:. nora often as ·a. parliN'l"' 
qntt:U7 substi tuto for direct notion -·or ns n pnrliDJJontnry stop in n .dovolcp
oont by stor,oo - tllnn as tho ocnno of oobilizin~: tho prolotnrint for tho eocinl 
revolution, The prosont r.cti•Jity ond· unroet in the prolotnrir.t itool:f', avon in 
tho nbeonco of n Lnbor Party, ookoe it objoctivoly possiblo'to doetroy this c9n
coptinn of bacl-:wnrdness for the first tine, 

Thor ocurront etriko strur:P'.los, trr.nafomod. in r ocont :roc.rs ,..!.:;_; 
into nr.tinnnl strike unvos,"oro to put it r,anornlly but r.ccurntoly, pnr~lol to ,.,, 

tho flii;ht of No;:ro .siavos f'ron tho S011th on tho one hnnd aru'. to tho .socossion . ·.•· .• • .. · ... :.~.;_!'··•.':1.· 
of tho South fro" tho Union on tho cithor. ~o oosonco of th~ prolot=int' s pro- _. 

,. ponsi ty for end devoted Jll'.rticipntion in n otriko strur,F;lo .is not tho ontorirl · .: · '1'fi) 
,;'lin for which tho strike is oatonsi'bly foup,J>t, but· to t onr hicsol:f out .l>il,Yaicol"· · _i.,~i;i 
Js nnd :forcibly f'rno ~ho ~ecss .~f cnpitr.~ist product!.o~. ~ho strilt:=o it! n _eta..: ·:l~~~ 
cone ~rnt1on a;;nins t tho ~;roninr, ulionr.tion of lo'bor which. tho prolotnrinn foolo '';~.;$ 

:.~·''; ovary dey nt "ork, LiVia;; lo.bor thus· tonrs i tsolf out :f'rc.c dooinntion by dor<1. .:~,_~ 
<.£!~.} .. ·.~, lnb.cir, lC>.bor ~ocinl.izad· i~ J!r9duet1cn, no.t.,~nt.~s itaol:f ~roo tho ~ontrlllizdd1 .:.; .··:.: .. ·~~~;?'f;~ 
';;;Jf . rntionalizod 'copi tnl nnd opproaSi~~~; lnbor, • .GiVen tho higi;' d01;roo of nlionn.tion: ,f,?.~l ·'*,. .of, lnbor O:tCTlpli:fiod in thnt· rJOdol cnpit'nlist c9untry, tho )Jnitod ·Ste.tos; tho;': 't ·· : x·· · rospnnoO of tho proloto.rint is an unconBizv; •. C()UtiiJ.:UOUB ,"ROCOBBicn11 ~ roc:lrrJ:!ri''·· . ·£~,1' 4 
f'~t~.~i -nn ever ·hiP,hor stC"~os 'duriu~; th~·coUrso of· tho dov~l'lpoont ofcl\JJitr~ist pro-:·:.·· ":··.~·.'.:.'.-.£.·.· .. 

. ~4 · duction r.nil tho historic dovolopoant of tho prolotr.r1.nt, · · . 
~ . 
1W!: · Tho Incluotrinl 11o1:klirs o:f tho l(orld 18 'tho boat plnco to , . . :·Ji 
r.~)>. bor,in our obsorvr.~i.1!l since it is tho only gonuino lllltl:VO rov6lution .... ;y OOVO" •'(I'·" . 
~~f'· ·om,; of nny nasa rr··:lortiona thuo fnr crontw in th'O'if.S, It,.."ravr.lutinnc.ry , ···'·' 
,~------ p':.'a~ :-.. "l to tl~o:;~::O:; ;;r~o . al~~oey i!M l:!Y- <'J.roat u7J:lropr1ntion ·1zy- tho world.NJ · .... : ··<~; 
~~;;, . cln.stl ·of tha rn ana of -produCtion, Tho I.U~\7, is _·btonn for ito oxt.~opqly oil-:-.. ·:·._, -,~-~K ~ 
f:ci!v/· 1 tnnt stril:o stl'Wlr,los but no no hnvo' diDoovo~od in thb ·01v11· 11<1.1", tho t nsk of,, · '1\lg 
f~('' · roconstruction of sooio.o/ is nl'!eys ioplic1t run, at u cortnin ctogo, ~ully q,:.,: ·,:,;;/~ 
~~7t _ _plicit in .tpo_ vo~ 11 socoafi!ion" 1'r!JD n nodo of labor.·: !Cho ocn~ribution··of th_o ·.. . ·--J~~~ 
;{~~'. - t;11,11, .to'tho Jlr.lor1onn ·lL•bo~ 'J:ltivpcont 1o clioo:r.ud:'b:r.ibho i;cmornl striko in ........ , .. 'J'i 
\·'~: Sor.ttlo .in 1919, in trhi<ih tho imitin~t1vo dooiro of l<aoc edin~:," atrikiDP. worlc!- .,!if:~l 
!));' . · •• '·rlrs to .roor~>nui•o,pl'C]clu~tion nnd to reconstruct ·aooiot:r· is M]lly·il.oconstrntod, · "~ 
(~" •. , " ·.lloforo wo .povo. to tho h1r,hor atllllo of this dovolopuci:lt in. tho·pi'olotnrint in· this ·;~, 
'~-.• •· '· ··· lnet. docnda, tio nood clarif:r.~homlntinn of lnbcr to ·politics in tho poriod ot ,:.~~~ 
V__ tho I,17o17o Tho politips of -:•e. r.orkin.; cl.ass ns. typified by .. tho Socialist P!'rt;y ... ,.;;1@ 
l~~r~k, nt tho b01;innin~ o:t thia cont>U7 ""s potty-'bouriiQOio pr.rll=t,..ian politics . ;f~.· 
!.\ • · ·- · 1n.pr01;rllll, porspootivoa, etr:\tO!g Dlld. tnctics, On tho .other hnnd tho Ie\1,11 .. ·· ,,;l(j 
~ V·;: · o.ttooptod to nclU.oyo tho. social revolution ro,d 'bMasa tho politicnl.or~nniz- c.J:~ll 
VL!." . ation of tho .,r.rkinp, olnse. Thlo 'is in hnrtio~ mth· tho "holo hiotory. Qf tho. ,, .. ~ 
f'~:>•" · clrios 'in tho Uni tod States,. :&'or .in Europe tho nnrlt1nt: clnse had ·n d1atbot trr,;. •.· .. :.,·;:;. , 
~~: · di tion thrnur,h·i ta oo.rly, fo:ron.tio:i ·a,nd consolill.ntiolr ns ri olns~ in tho b<h;,.r,<·c ~. . . ::i;~ 
''1"1':'.... rovolution o.r,nl.nst :toudnlisn,. In thoU, s, tho. ill!sanoo o:t.:l:ouclol rolntions, t':oo · c·'cF!! 
~i.( ·.. cons t•nt oxpnnuion• of nnti•lnnl frontioro nil<\ 'tho onntin>lims illX!.u: of , . .,.~. <':I: ·-:." 

~·.-c' ~:o;;~~~~:·ti:on:S~. ~~oP~~~~~~n ~!~: :~~:t .. ~i~:,\;n ~!6.:r~r';(j~:~~i~~~ .·.· .. ,;.·~.·~.; 
,:·· prolotrrint th'Orofcro only b;y .tllo, rapid trnno:to~o1o!i o:!' prod.c.o1i1i>n'itno:,;f',i1lto ·•1 

IJ.it . tho dor.linr.tin~: ft1ctor ot nnti,,nnl politics'- i:tonopoli;'cinpitol1oo '"'n"~'"·'' .o:l; i..- ·:•1:1 
~b~.> to str.t1fitX1. Cl'\p1tnl1Br.'l• t:lCl ;~OVQI'J'aont not o~ly .th10 l'.0~.1~1.co.l OAocutivo ~Ot"'" ·.;,~~~ w;J:: 1:\ittoo o:J: tho baurl!oo1eio but tho ::~'boll.itoont of ~~·.~o~nl"oocinl onpi,tal . .,hiah •. ·.~~~ 

~t: ·· · ",. .! ·· 1272 c-'•'4'· ~f~;~;~~~l.~~:;.;.{,)/· .. ~'!::.1 :. -. ,:,-, ·.•Jt_.~-- ·._.:;;;(: .? -~'~.:,~-~:. -~~:~11\i:{::·~j)_,~\~4, 
~?:;{~Jit.~~~!~~~;:~~~';-~\~:f.::i:';:·:-.-::·: .... ·. - •.. ._. ';i .. ·;.,, .· ....• -~ .· ... ~ ·. '""P.'T.~·-~;·.··-.· .. - --- "l-•7·~~-·""1~ 
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dominates eampletolr every aspect of the social and economic l:i'fe of the wo>•king 
class, 'l:bis is a phenomenon which distinguishes our own docad~ in the New Deal 
and in government financing of the War economr; lhat is wh,v th~ I.W,W,· is of littlo 
influence now and has been overshadowed ey a now andhigber stage of militant induet
rinl unionimn. ·llut 30 to 4o years ago it Rae the stS,."EE of capit~ist production 
which accounted.for the ~owth of en American revo!utionoxy eynd>oaliot Movement. 
This moVement was baso~ on direct action ·or tha workers for·sociSl revolution, nar
rowly ~imit~i to· tho factorios themselves rather than on tho reconstruction of tho 
national oconomy as u '>hole i;hrough the atrnggle against ite poli ti<;al embodiment, 
the oentralized state powor, under the leadership of a centralized working claee 
party, 

Secession and Reconstruction: Tno Sit-Down Striko 

!rho .IJi' of L, in ·contras~ to the I.w,W,, is concilio.tory in its ace
nomic struggles and rlmost totally abstentionist in politico, due to tho reactionary 
conceptions flowing from tho pooition in production of the ekillod workor, tho 
11
lU'istocro.cy of' lo.bor11

, who composud. tho majority or tho ;;E of L. Tho ri'Porioncos 
of this worker in production aro (l) poroonal idantification ui th tho moans of ;ro
ductl.on as aeO:il8t !'lioriation of.ll\bor (2) individualized lnbo1• in tho small work 
shop as against·'sociilll.zod labor of tho lar.;:o acaJ.oift:ictory •. '. 'l'hiS;oxpla1ns both 
tho 'politir.al and oconomi.o ideology of tho AF of L, With'tho docline of ·tho I,ll,!fl 
tho J..:F of L bccanes thn doltiir.:::nt ~tional. la'bar Ol:_"~lzationo _In.t~o-·30;a_tto B99\ . 

. tho phonomenal growtH,· iri a fow roars, ot an industrial union ·movoniont, "'growth',~·: " 
which tml!o_o tho I.w.w.,which .took ·a docado to·orge.uizo, puny in cOmrcriaone I~. 1·~· -
'the higbor·•stO&O Of tho· C,I,Oo str.iko struggles Which distillgUillhmtho pro-rovolution
i.cy character of this period tl!on !illy prpocdiJ)g :Period in tllo .histoey of tho iloiorican 
WorkiO& class , Thio 1li the ob,loct1vo doVolopmont, . SubJoot1voly

1 
it is tho instinct

iva drivo of tho working olnss ~0 ~<>construct .society, . . . ' -· ' ... 

In the ilest tho. c.x;o. WBS .11orn out of tho s.m Franoieoo Ganeral 
Striko, In tho mora induetrUUzod oast, tho predoMinating phonomonon l.s tho sit
down striko,. It is ori ·tho basis of tho sit-down· strikcis that !l)ro·tsey formulated tho 
Transitional Progrem :fbr tho ,trm.tod States,· .Tho dt-down.striko.domonstrlitos .tho 
"socossion"·of tho workers i'rom.tho maiina o:t prCduotion; \'!I>Uo sirultr..neouo~ Md .. 
immodiatozy bjr. ~ spontan.oous aotioniattempt1ng to reorganize production,· !rho 
devabpmont from traditional strike st~os to the oii>-down otriko is tho dovolo;P-. 
mont fran tho moroly violent ontagonism of living labor t~ • doad lilbor in the prOVious 
period to tho .domino.tion .of doad,labor over living labor in this p·or1od0.- Tho 'sOlf-' 

• discipline· of the w:>rkors, the orlianlzo.tion of a normal., i,o., crO!lt·ivo lii'o ·~ 
his stey in tho factory, tho tonncity with.whioh tho werkorti'maint!liiled ·tho oocup- . 
o.tlon of tho :factory rigaiziat oll ntto.oks by police, provide Us with n dramatic vision 
of tho rocons.tructton of soclot;r on communist beginnings, · · · · · . .. 

Tho hostility nnd oppodtlon of tho loildorship of tho newly 'born o.I.o, 
to both sib-down atrikos and gonoral strikoo, is not moroly tho trildl:tionnl. hootllity · 
of tho trado unionloadorol!ip to, tho militoncy of tho ranks·, .. but io·duo .. to.th.o fil.at. 
that in this pro-~:ovolu~lqnary poriod tho. oit-down striko 'and, tho gonoro.l atriko· pose 
bo!oro tho qyos .of. ;th.o .'!"rkora who participate in thoro, boforo· tha ·antiro w~rkin~ ol.ilss 
and tho ontiro country, tho roconstruction ot society baeod'1l:PQn tho 1'0crdunba~l:cn ot 
production in o. concreto,. simple, dro.mntio, md irroprosst'bio ti.mnor •. It'~, ·th:t'o·!d&t>o 
or stago.of tho N.o.aa otrugglo wS.thtn production. t:nd no~ ·its icpciptoot. cdr}:·.c:J;.vniii.:~g · 
lUll:i!lllantary oxprossion, i.e., tho aboonoo Of a Lo.bor PBr1;)i, 'nll:l.-lb mAt bo tow.lfllncl:-
nmental point of doparturo for tho Amorican !'ovolutio~;r portji-, ' · · , 

' ' 

. ~ . : ' · .. Socoss1on ond Reconstruction: Parli~ontary AapQct~ · (__) ... . . . 
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l'),a parliamontarisc of tho Now D0ol' took on ·histor.inal siani:rio.ir.oo 
booauao of tho class contant lt'Dt to .it by tho soli'-b.ot1vit;r of the 170rkors, · !rho New J 

Doal and tho birth of tho O,I,O, a.ro corrosi>.qnding ·phonocanon, but o:ftor tivo ;ronra · 
of tho Now Doal, its oaaont1o:l J:nrli~~t~on~ crotin1llll atoo~ exposed, In tho puroJ.y ..... : 
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co notltuttinlil field' ~e New Deal became " ma.tter of _hollop, controtersy between 
the President <lftd Congress, between the President_a.nd the Supreme ourt nnd be
tween the Southorn a.nd Northern wings of the Democratic Pa.rty. 

!n the' lc.at yocr s before tho llorld War. there wO.a c.· continuous dovolop... 
ment towards tho soi'lition of sociol problems by oxtra.-parlimontriry menno. .to. nntivq 
Amoricon fascist movement, bnsed on tho insecurity of tho m~o clnssos, ~no nn 1~ 
mcdinto rosponso to tho i~inottvh drive of tho working clo.s~ ,to roconr.t~ct sociot,r 
undor itEI loo.dorshtpo Tho uOrking class hnd domonstrn~od. i}s ._dltoct1Qn in tho sit
dorm strikes which took plooo in tho fnctorioa nnd in lo.b·or · s oorrosponding intorvon
tinn in thopolitica.l a.ffairs of tho uholo nation. With tho grow~ of tho c.r.o. <lftd 
tho s trik:o movomont, tho capi tc.list govorn.mont movod frol'l tho Bup_oosod. "protector" 
of lllbor s intorost to its di1·oct Qftd groa.tost opponent; A politicnl roa.lignl!lont of 
tho elnsS'os soomod incvita.blo a.t tho conoluaion of Roooovolt•s second terri. It wo.a 
only tho 11e.r ,hich lntorruptod nnd delayed it. :But tho Wnr,l!a Trotoky said, would 
bo tho grontost nccalorntor of social dovolopoont~ · 

. Tho pos~rinr poriod has witnoaaod a J:Ol.arizatiou botw.oon tho solf-acti~ 
·• . .ri ty of tho cnssos, on thoono hand, and oxtroco pnrlimontQ.l"y' crotiniso. on _tho other, 
unoxcoodod sin co tho docndo imodintoly procoding tho Civil ·wnr. · It is npt for 
nnw:;bt that All on Novins, ono of tho bost-kno"'" contOl:lporary histqr.inns, compares 
tho T~ Adninistro.tion, without DOntioning it by no.mo, to that of tho 11 eonll l!:lon,u 
(Fillmro, Pl>orco, nnd· l!u.chMan) confronting tho gron1i isauo.s of tho Second Aoorice.n 
Revolution. ir.na.t is nt stclto is no.t. Trtu'lon_ .t;lB comporqd _to Roosov:ol t; :J.Ot ri Rti:rUbli.,;.. 
CM Congress as cocparod with tho Nou Doa.l Congrons.Capita.list pnrlilnohtnriso in . 
confronted b)'" probloms which c'o.n bo aolvod only by. oxtrn-pnrlir:iontary 10oruis- - M 
Amoricnn· :Bonnpo.rtist -state or tb.o gr6t7th of n. ones ·fascist novooant. · · 

Tho ovidonco of tho groning failure qf pnrliMontnriMisc nrc becoming 
npp!U'ont ovorywhoro. Tho nl torcntion botnoon SIJ!lntor llrowstor end l!onnrd -l!UI:hos : · 
provided tho ...,oricnn rorolotarint nith tho opportuait~ tp displey its cont_ocpt of 
Congress ns n nholo. ~is is" a. =rkod. eontrnst with. tho· ntti tude of l<~rgo · soctiono 
~f workers tQi'nrds Congrassionnl investigations of llig l!u.ainoss n "cioc"a.do nni tnb !lllO. 
he socmld oxncplo is avon mro indicativa. At n Congrosf;JiOI'J.ril:. ivootigi\tion a~ "ln~ 

'bar Oblsos 11 
.• in· Cnlifornin., Pndwey, tho ~ion o.ttornoy, JlOCU._soS_ UoVann, tho Congr"oss':'", 

iono.l· attorney, of nct1118 like," a "Gostnpon. , ~oVnnn c.snn\ll_tEr 'cnd_,boO:ts: P_ndr?oi•:"' PM.~· 
vrn.y lnto_r doclr:..ros thnt 'if ~cVp.nn !71J'Uld s~op. ou~sido, t1o ~ouJ.d bci · tozin· nptn"t bY tho 
Uorkora.-· \'ihile this is in no wa;y n. Colobrcitod riffnir us rostoi'f :Brockel o.ttnck oh.. 
Chnrloa Sucnor, it too indicates tho profound social convulnl.ons outside'· or· tho :Pn..
liocntery bodice, uhich fina.lly docinnto tho v.tcos~\oro insid6 than. 

-~ . - . 

. ' 
.Trotsky_ insisted thn.t wo will litl'Ugl;lo· to r.1v.ko tho ·onas ln'bor Party n 

rovolutionary part'-/ by bnsing it on our TrMsitiona.l Progrnn, i.o., fnctory COMit
too&t defonco guards, uork,:,ra control of product~on. A Ila.b_or }'nrt;y, ntlt bO:sod upon 
this progrQQ; is n rofornist pr~ty. Conversely, n Lnbor Party, bnsod upon tho ool~
ncti vi ty of tho cv.ssos in production , (tho oxtrv.,-porl!.'mont<>ry si t-doYin, ai t-in to 
resist unonploycont and gonorol atrikos which· pose tho roconstrUction of society by 
tho pnrtici:;n tion of tons of r:iillions of wo=kors in a cost irrooohcilinblo -C.:..ru.or)' 
'is transforcod into v. revolutionary- party. Tho P<U'libonto.ry· Li(iiifr ·Pnrt,r' boC,non 
thoraforo, no~ a atop ey· siop oootlon't of tho workora.froo ocohbnic to polit"icPJ, C'.c-·· 
tib~: but o. t1•nnsi to_ey oxprossion on tho po.rlibontp.l.")~ nronn of: thb· r..o;roo:J~.t. ('tf +.ho r •• • • . --. • . . ,, - . • . - ' 
c~Ul~SQa tor~arda prolotnrion revolution. ·, · . ' ... :.: 

• .. --;=: '··-~·· 

Lot us prooood froa tho gonorrJ. to tho oonctoi~~- -·Hid_ ~oro.llOon ·r. Gazi .. 
ornl Strike at tho tino of tho Supror.>o CouJot 1s nction,ngr:rtnst:ll'ohn·L, Louisl hnrl. 
thoro boon e. Gonornl St-.iko tho v~ry dey tho Ta.ft-l!artloy pn•a·•d over !L'mr~nn1 s •toto
thoso p,rol!.t no.ssnctiona in Vlhich tho prolotv.riv.t coa.frontod tho clnos covormont dif'O 
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- ectly 'lf()uld have shattered or gono toward shattoring tho political tios of tho 
labor leadership to one or ~he other CIP it!il. ist purtlos, Thus, the most appuront, 
evan if not most docisivo pnrl1mont!U7 victory of lnbor in tho last si:x months 
occurrod in thocit~ oloctiona of Oakland, Cnlifornin, whoro tho working class and 
tho cit~ govormnnnt hod confront.od oao.h othor in a most diroct, Ol<trn-purlimontnr;y 
~in-tho gonorafstriko of a fim months proviouso Th~s!. ~O>:_ th.~?!~CE>P~lotnx
iat, to dey, the pol1 tical struggle. trlll'!c9onds _thQ .S~O.!lDmi~---~t;:um;].oL.Qn.l.z_uh.qn tho 
io'rmar-is r!iotod .OY.or. m<!l'.o dooPJY. •. .r.ol~li. ovQl' _mgrJLA!J_g_c.UJL t.2...11!P...l!!lls!r •. 

. . Tro,tak;y "urnod that tho birth·· md ·spood;y cor..th of tho Lnbor Part~ 
would bon s1gnnl f9r tfio·immodiato riaa·af Fnscie~. Tho parlimontar,y suconssao 
or' tflo~llCJ>lblican Part;y ·provok0d tho slavoholdoro to robollion. In both caso_S;, .. · .. : 
tho po.rlimont!U7 dovolop:.ionts rovpol tho tho rooctionary ruling, class that purli
montnrism roprosontod in tho olocticn victor,y of tho revolutionary clnce, posGD 
tho and of tho 11 0onstitutional" class war, tho imPerative nocossit~ for violant 
countor-rovolutionnry blons .against tho ~rouing forces of tho .soeinl rovolution • . 

Tho task of building tho Ll'J>or Pcrt;y must bo consin.:>rnd first end. foro-, 
moat, within thoao pnrspoctivoa, if tho vanguo.rd is to fulfill it.s rolo in thio 
pro-revolutionary period. 

Tho C.P. and tho Amoriconizntion· of Eolshoviam -· .... - ·-·· ·---. -·- -:-----.-

Tho C,p, has printed enormous propngando. and rosoach, in l.ta :nttOill!'ts 
to Americanize its ossontial.potty-bourgoois politico in-tho United Stntos; Ih 
material on tho Civil War""" usod as n moans cf mobili•~ working.olass nnd pur
ticulnrl~ Negro •\IPPOrt for _tho Second \1orld ·we.r. llut tho !lagro. hod· n sharply dif
foront attitude bownrds this war for imp•>riol oonquost, to his attitulio in rognrd 
to tho war' hgainst cho.ttol slavery. · · · 

. Tho Stalinists 'in their campaign for <: new. thiTd pnxoty muot: inov1 tnbl~ 
rovCJl'f.to both tho i~oolo~ ond tho dismal ·OJg>o:rionco o:£ Populism, •.ri.thor thnn tho 
Ropublicnn P,.,t;y, tot tho Republican Pnrt:f. is tho onl~ ."successful third pnrt;yn 
in .American histoey, .\fhatovor .its shortcomings it "as tho .pc!.'t~ of tho triu,p)l ·· 

. of tho Socon<l '"morican .Revolution; tho destruction of nn oi>tmodod social o;ystom 
b;y' n progressive ono • .kli other thir.d purtioo since than. from Popuiiom. to its 
pros ant dey countorpurt.- tho liar. Stalinist oroa£ion~. nrc doomed .to'.bo mora nppond
agos "of one o:£ tho t110 mn,jor P,.rtios, boonuso tho;y oro orgonicnlly -tiod to a react-· 

"Aall!lrY ond. outmoded cllpitaliot ~&tom,' l{oney tlallnco0 -tho lntor,dod ccndidnto of n 
possible Stnliniat third p~t;y, is.himaolf n modal o:£ tho idoolgicnl contusion of 

1 Populism, I:£ Procidont 'rruman is tho "Second Uissouri Oompromtso", tho cOWl tor
part of lluohnnr.n, than Honey lfo.llnco is oqunll~ tho oountor-pnrt of, S0t1r.rd; who 
mado radical spoooltos .about tho irroconoilnblo conflict.bo~woon. oho.ttol slnvoey 
and :£roo labor whore the co'buo.J. conflict approached and who nttomptod to deliver 
thcfroo-lnbor s~otom to tho slavocrncy nt tho voey outburst of tho Socond .Amori~on 
Revolution. 

Shachtman 1s Amcrioaoizntion of Bclshovism 

In 193; ilortrond 11olfn,. cno of tho chi at "Lovas toni tos 11nd Tr~tslcy-bni t-
ars, nrnto a pwaphlot ont1 tlod, 11ila.r& nntl :Amoricn''• In ibis. pamphlet tiolf'o uooa 

1 tho mitings of llarx And Engols nbout tho :Amo:ria& workinc olo.as icmclli:>toly tu:li,or 
·tho Civil llnr to subatantinto tho Lovostonito cnnocptiil"n qf tho Labor .l'~rt~, "'~>cole 
hod 11ri tton in 1872 thnt ·tho main take at tho. workora ia tho tort.ution ot n Labo•• 
Ptr t~, sine o othorwtso ·tho prolotN-int would shc\7 no acrioua aisna of' 1 ts orgnnisn
tion, :Po• Wolfe t.ltis ro~~~nina l1 tar ally truo nftor 60 yonr\I.Of tho ort::anizntion 
bf tho prc\_'1.t&U'!at b;y tllo dO\•olo:Pniont ot Cn!>i tnliot ll' odu6tion i tsalf; Tho Lovc
stcnoito•:;\lnvo boon ocrroot on tho apocific al.or,nn' of tho-Labor Pnrt~ na ngninat 
tho Trotszy!oit "Communist Longlic of "marion" on thia 'IUostinn, :But b;y oubstitutinc· 
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the porapactive a! ~abet Pnrt~ tor tho perQPact1vo ·ot the Amorican Bocinliat Ro.
olution, bW baaing himaolf on tho wr1tin~o at Marx and.Engals and 1 nat on tho Soc
and American Revolution, but on their writings on o. diffUse infMtilo Amor1can 
working class immadio.tol~ after tho Civil War, ho wo.s nat Amorico.nizing Ealshovism 
but moral~ substantiating his awn contrist Md rof'ox•mist canoopt!.ans b~ quoting. 
llar:o:: and Engels out of historical cantoxt, 

~o.rotrogrossionista of tho I,X,D, inaistod that tho Europoan pro
latnrint is .thrown bnok to tho time of Wnr: nnd En&ols of 1848, ~o Lavostonitos, 
o. dacndo anrliar, docluro tlmttho Amaricnn proletariat, gonornl~ spanking, hns 
rom.odnod "horo it WM in 1872• Shechtman ~ or ""7 not doey his political rol.,.. 
tions ~ith tho. I,K,D, but thoW,P, hnndl1ng of tho Labor Port~ slogan domonGtrntas 
that Shnchtme~ in 1947 is gonornl~ whore Wolfo and Lovostana wara an tho quostian 
in 1933• 

Thoeo o.ro tho roots of_ tho thoory of 11.a.mor1cc.n M.:coptionnlism" nntivo 
Amoricrn Rotrogrossionism, in tho Amoric~n rndieal movomont. ·Thoso roots aro ~ory 
daop procisol~ baonuso th~ aro bcsad on tuo conturioa of' tho hiotoricnl paPt of 

1 

I 

tho Amorican workers and of' thorrholo nation. To uproot them it is nocoos~ to 
hava tho sharpest politlml nnd thoarotical tools I Th!o asso~ it is hopad.JY11ll ba n i. 
contribution to +.hat nrsano.l. ·. !' 

· Willi.,. Gormnn 
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