- sludiag "Omspter £,"

Decexber 7, 195%
Deer Hor‘bort Marouse!

Although I do not know you in person, you are of course tamnia t

"& alno $o vieit you, dut yot \m-e then living iIn 'nhington.. D.C, -

I hop. when next I come east, thers will de an onportmtty to
nut Jou in° p'rlon.

How lot me mtraduo molf.

Tead ny translation of "Teaching Boonomics in the Boviet __t!nm' thet sppear
i h-.-r, lﬂlbli ‘1ssue of: the Amgricon ‘ccna..xc :

age ¢ ong
whole yur at whloh time 1 came dack vith a r-:oudor. 'lwinion or iufﬁmtion o:
. ihrn-.' in the Bepiember, 1945, issus of the ARR.

Then I turned to phuotnpw and tranalated Leain's Phuolophic loto
)ooko However, as you know, they are ltrictly notebooks and need an . introddstion,
- lengthy oae. ¥hen I got down to work on that I found that I vanted nothing less.t

‘the vork 'on Marx on which I had besn working for no less than a decade to ssrve as that
Sintroduchion.® I also wished to include other material from 'Marx's Arctives, in-
& the original }aet chapter fa Capital wilch I hsd Vrauslat
for ny owm hufil into Mnglish, You can sense hov elaborats the project became an&

SO | never got ‘o finish it, and here 1 why?

- 1 became interesied inetead in some live philoscphy, a working class

.- visv of the warld, and the newspaper projectisd by a group of wriers and i.ntelloctmh

to be called Oorrupuﬂnco absorbed all my time. In fact, I am the mly intsllec~
tusl who bas & Tegular coluan in ¥hat paper (TWO WORLDS: Notes From a Diary). Up.
- . %o & coupls of mouths ago I was not in correspondence with any intellectuals and,
.of ¢ourse, the wrhrl around Oorrespondence have naxt to no contacts with 1nt011uc- :
tuals = it is'a peper written mainly by workers, Jech section = Labor, Women, lc;ro. '
Youth = is edited by the local committes, and there is no dlstinction made batwéen.

I . compittes membars and "outside® workers sither in the articles or the Readers' Views

" which cccupy the full center pges as vell as each separate section., Now, hasver,:
vhen the paper got into straits, I decided also to reestabdlish my comtact with {n=.
tellactmals for it seemed inconceivable to me that intellectuals would ap-ear indif-
ferent to this grass roots journalisa. Also, I cannot see any work mn Merx except
_om sddresssd to the workars, instead of limited to the inteliectmal audience, and
bencp I felt that, slthough I have delayed xy werk for over a yesr, 1 may actually
be sble to return to it and on an sntirely new level, '
At this time, hovever, ny absarbing interest is Correspondance, vhieh
I oonsider s demonstestion of the dialectic in the conecrets, Under separate cover 1
heve sent you a copy of "he Correspondence Booklet,™ several back lssues of Corres=
pondence and my srticle on "The Husan Persore 1ity in Olas-~ Oonflicte, wnich apreared
in tkis naver, 1 hope you will find the time to comment on these, i

Sincerely yours,




February 12,1955

Dea_r Herbert Marcuse!

Another tour had been in the offing for me whan I rec :

your letter of last month, but that has been called off ror the t
bning. Perhapa you know that complications with the authoritlou _
nrose. If you 40 not, then in good time you will, I st111 think &
un be _poselble for me to get to New York in a month or so ﬁd 11‘
80, pleass tell me how often you gei to New York and how easy it
\ro.ul_d be to contact you. Please note my change of addreu:
Raya Dunayevskaya, c/0 J. Dwyer, 4993-268th Street, Detroit, 10,M10h/
S This, then, is mere acknowledgment of your let't"elz'-;

not a dispute with points we definitely disagrea on--relationship

of worker and intelleoctual--or those we might find greafar agreement
with. I wae looking forward especially to meet and talk with you
pr.eo'i-acly on that question of dlaleoties for I had been uo:’-l:"mg for. '.
quite. some tine on the Absolute Idea,ABsolute Knowledge, Abaolute
lund vhioh to me, is "to e free" rather than merely"to hgn muﬁu
nd Anawars the question of the man on the street who wantn to Xnow
vhethsr in this tctalitarian age: gan man be free? We have .'mdeed
rnchod the age of absolutes that are not in heaven but oonorately‘
in 1ife when the question that bothers philosophers is ths saﬁe that
the ordinary worker asks in hi- averyday workaday world,

Forgive the hurried and unclear nature of thie

but when you have a paper and the dally routine of administratioh

there is no time for careful phrasing,

Yours eincersly,




April 3,1955

rbert Marcuse:

. I'm a bit late with sanding the Two Wor
catch the impulse on automation and the aul
- But. when I returned to Detroit I found -tha
per is trying to take advantage of his ownershi
the worker writers and intellectual features wh
istinctive features to ‘Gorrespondenge. No.

o Meanwhile here are the articles I promised..
- do very well, but that in any case ls what I mean by impul
ie nev-and that I wieh to surround myself with in vritin
on Marxism. The twin poles to me of any fundamental wor
muet have, automation at one end, and the absolute idea. t
at ‘the other end. I'am very anxious to hear your reaction
two letters where I first posed the question of the absolute:
in ters of a movement from practice to theory as well as

to practice.

I would also lilke to hear fpom you what in. gener:
you thought of prospects of publishing a work on Marx in %
historieal setting iniwhich I placed the one ochapter I left
you on the second edition of Capital and the Paris Commune,

' It was indeed a pleasure to have finall
and I'm only sorry that it was so brief that we barely g
know each other and I could not meet your friend.: But -
sure that now that we have met 1% will not be the last $im

1 told the editor {John Zupan who 1s with me:l
this break or evident break with Correspondence and also bharl
Denby the author of Workers Journal that always appears |
front page as well as two women production workers} about m
you and the fact that you might wish to come here when your

wemester was over and they all felt they would like that very
so the invitation to you stands. '

Do let me hear from you.

Yours, as ever,

Rsya Dunayevskaya,c/oDwyer
4993-28th Street
Detrolt,10,Mich.




Waltham, April 14,1956

D’éai“_’mﬁ;‘yh Dunayevskaya:

...~ . Ihave now read the notes on Hegol which you:lent me,
This is fascinating, and I admire your way of concretizing the. ..
~ most .abstract phllosophical noticns. However, I still:ocar
- B g with the direct translation of idealistioc pl
¢ I think you somehow minimize the "negation’:
“‘application of the Hegelian dialectic to politiecal ph
aapposes. - I would like to dimouss these things with you,;::
hope that we can do go in the near future; I shall le® you:!
- " .soon as there is a chance, SR

""" As to theSixth Chapter® I wonder whether 1t 18 v
- novel enough to warrant publication. Alsaie should check h
of 1t is already contained in the Theoriedh liber Mehrwert. -
Please let me know when you come again to th:l.s ",rqi'ieg;_f.'-_ :
Your papers are enclosed.

Many thanXs.
¥ith best wishes & greetinge,

Yours, Herbert Harcuse

®That is the original Ch.€ of Uapital which in its first draft
was. the last ohapter, as dlstinet from Accumulation 8f Caplial,
which is now the last part of Capital, and which I translated
unfortunately from the Rueslan, 1 had originally intended that
that chapter and the Philosophic Notebooks of Lenin which-T
likewise translated be part of the book I would write. . Now I
conceive of it as much simpler presentation.--R.D.
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Dear Harbart #arcuse:

Yow thut Lthe schoal eseson s draving to & closel perhaps you will
take that trip to Detroit, and thus see that 1t iy not a question of "wy*
direct transzlatlon of idemlisiic philosophy into polities, but the dialectical
dervslorment of proletarian politics iteelf as it strugzles to rid iteelf of
1%s specifically class character in iis movement to a classlass society, That
is wby I *tronslutod" Absolute lind as the nev society, You sesm to think
thrt 1 thus minimize tha "negation” vhich the sprlicstion of the Hogelian
A1alaetic 4o woliticel vhenomena prssupporer, But sorsly Hapsl'e Lbaslute Ides
hee notking in common with Sohelling's conception of the Absolute as the

eynthesis or identity in which all differsmces are sbmorbed by the "One*, Lanin’ ]

sort of put a pericd in that chapier when Hegel speeke of the Idss as Nature,

pointing out that Eegel wae stretching a band to seterialise, Thet was as far . -3

as }915 could reach, It was far snought for nis Sransformstion of everything

ints its ppposite was no abssraction bus the tranaformstion of she isperialist
war 1ato a eivil war,

But thls i¢ 19%5, and if U decades doss not mean all nev, ws should
swrely start at lesst not with Lenin on the eve of revolution dut Lenin after
conenast of powar. 1927-3% shows how hard Meain labdored to find the mocethine.
wilch would xexe kis Oniversai--that everyone®io a men™ run produciion snd the
state-~a reaiity, Ho cane wp with the notion that what is nseded ix that "the
work of tha party aust De checked by the non-party masser”™, No smell thing
for the areator of tha parly as ghs knowing of the proletariat!

30 yuars 1ater wvhen meither ths stats withersd awsy ner the party
obacked {tself but, on the coatrary, turned into ths oms-perty rtats, we musd
teo $lat the point to day is the 1iberation fram the yerty. The vitherisg awey |
of the state {Dossn't Hoegel's phrsse sdout the "falling of f* of the Tdea remind
you of thisl)is no overnight Job cnd the party not in power does remain tha
knoving of tho prolatariat and heace a much more complex job, its withsring
avay or®fsiling o7f%. But in thai contradiction does lio the morezsnt towerd
11barstien pnd theoreticisns can lasst of all allow themselves to bYe enslaved
Yy suy divisions betwesn philosophy and polities, In truth, only when jou do
Yave the "treuslatlon® La mind, sadposit tha proletariat, the fresly assdolsied
proletarint, as tho Hotiom, can you hesr the Idea at all, ¥Mab is it thai

Heze) threses 181 "Yhe self-detersisation in vhich alone the Idsa 13 is to
heer 1%82lf speak?

G e S Tgepl il i

Da I sound brash when I seyt do come here and listen? Vithous this
nev icpulse frem the proletarist the ineoreticlsa isa not Just the adsskimindad
professor inhabiting an ivory tower, Hs is deed and doesn't imow 1%, Yhat s
nended in this sge of cbeoluter 58 noy the separaticm of politics from philosophy
but ite inteprciicn, We must in fact go a step furiber than Lenin and vhers
he first saw thst his Marxist colleagues, himself included, had not reelly
ucderatood Capital before 1915 for they had not uaderstood the dialestic and E
urgded us to ses Capital as owr Logis, ve must include in thet logic also history .
and politics, 1 don't go in for quentitative distinctions! wvhich is the werst
ovil—~the Kautsiyans slways *temciing® Harz or ths Sisliaists “applying®. 19%%
coupels that vhere Jegel made it the job of philosophy to elicii nscessity wmder
the sexblance of eantingenmey, today's istellectuvals must elicit the new sociely

present in the old 1y seaing the human freedom totally unfolded ia fresly
sssociated laber alone deciding its ova fate,.

i i e

i
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Yot vhon I tell sy theoratical brethren that I want the two poles
of the book on Nera to be that of autometion and the absclute idea, they lock,
at 88 as 4f I vere talking & foreign songua not yet invented, vhich {s.a po!

sy of ssying | telk gibberish, But the worker, in his. oppositicn.to automedie
it counterposing his full development wvhich 1a at the pore time the only. total
‘echmolegicel development $0 the mechanical solutimn (mechanism and’ chemimm) -

~ the industrislists and engimeers seek to saks of sutomaticn, The resson this
is ‘the age of absolutes ia that the objectivity, sll objectivity, is now in the

proletarist nimeelf. fnat is how I read Segel on the ‘Avsotuts Ides fresly
releasing itself, %
Baowgh! I don't know whet got into me unlees 1% iv the fast that
1t 1z 2 besuhifyl mormine to have evoked this cutburst from ma. When I mat.
down to the typesriter 1t was only 4o welcome you hers. \
Or s the cutbursd just am evasion of writing sn notual outline
of the book iteslf? I doudt I will have time to do anything like thet bdefore
the fall, {(Doss that end your pudlisher's possidle interest in it1) However,
I 45 went you to ses not alome the mirictly philomephieal letiers that 1 shoved

you, dut some of the economic idess ss I ywspmumit outlined them vhen I lntendsd '

%o write the work on state-capitalism that 1 mpoks to you about for allmy . -

writings are built on the necessity, nay, wrgency, of not triating dinleatics
as if it weTe an adjwant to Marx'e econoamic theories, I anolose the sutline
of that worx, shich I will msk you to vlesas rstura 3o =9,

Yould you bte so good as to mend me the uame and addreas of that

friend of yours you wished me to msst wvhen [ wvar in ¥TT 1 piglaid tho plece
of paper smd thus heve been upadle to write to him; 1% wac inpeszibl~ L0 zee
him ia person sa l_hft Bt a fow hours after 1 left you.

Hag your ook, imclnding correated pro fe, gone to pfeus end GIe
you now a fres mnt

Tourrs ,

T il
o e i ikl QAL

ke




June 22, 1955

De a.r' e D. '

1 am still in the middle of moving from New York to Boston

- which explains my utter negligence in angwering your letters.
I still can't do it: I am unpacking 50 cases of books, and my .
files are hicdden somewhere, Let me just tell you that I read
your draft re Marxism and State Capitaliem end found it

most needed and uceful. The whole ides is excellent.- but my
publisher just wouldn't undertake such a project for the -
time being. Be sure that 1 keep after him, and that I shall

discuss the problems with you as soon a8 1 get around a little
better. .

Your answer to my brief remarks re Hegel does not getiefy me.
Certainly you do not suspect me of ignoring the substantive
connection between philosopny and praxis. BUT it is - sit venia
veTbo - o dialectical connection, not an immediate one. What

{r the meaning of the explicit or implied "ig" in your state-
meniss ¥“the dialsctic of the Absolute Tdes is the dialectic ,
of "the prletariat or whatever it may be? 1s thies & mere analogy?
An equetion or jdentification? You cannot Jjust "apply" Hegel's

text to an essentially different sphere without demonstrating
why and RowWe.. '

Put this is not supposed to be an argument - just to show
you that I am really thinking about these problems. Since you
requested return of your draft, 1 am enclesing it - hoping
that at & later time I shsll have another opportunity.

With best wishes and greetings,

Youars

bt~




June 2B, 1955

Dear Herbert Harecuss?

Phanke for the lstier and the return of the M58; I will
be in a position to send it back to you in a week since you do seen
interested, This is not, howevar, the form of the book I intend to
write now, I had done it as Btate Cepitelisn in Harxiex in 1947
when there was & poesibdility that Oxford Univereity Fress would pub-
1ish it and I had already completed & atudy of the Three Five Year
Plans of Russia from original sources and 1n gemeral mritten a &hols
series of mriicles on the French edition of Capital, the revisions of
Marxien going én in Russia during the war, and the concrete date of
thie stafle of capiteliem,

Yhen Oxford University Press backed ocut and 1 jurnsd =ors
te philoscphy than economics, I wrote only isolated chapters of the
work on Marxism, 1 enclose one such brief chapter oa Lenin's meibod
after 1915 along with a letter on his Philosophic Noteboooks that 1
had written at that time, Although these are very rough sketches, you
can goe how coxmprehensively I try to desl with the transformstion of
Lenin's mode of thought after 1914 for that is the crux, Kot the
Detrayal, nor even the stage of monopoly cspitalism that was the
sconomic formdstion for the transformation of the Second Internaticnal
that hed besn golng on for years and dburst forth into detrayal, but,
above, all, the mode of thought wiich allowcd for no self-movement or
inpulse from the masses, You know I'm sure that he didnlt treat
ponopoly as jJust oms more stage in the development of capitalisn, but
as a nev categery, & nsv absolute from which all else flows. That is
vhy "transformadion of one thing into ite ppposhig® meant so much to
him, vhy he d1d not lsave that truth only in its economic guise as
transformation of competition into monopoly but in 1ts socizl end
human form as the treakdown of the International.

Faturally 1 do not mean when I go further in the Logic
and ssy the Abeolute Ides "is" the proletsrien self-smancipation
or 1iberation from the party that there is such a direct relationship
betwaen the laws and movement of the logic and the field of human
fresdom, I& is alymys a dialectical relaticnship and will need to be
developed in all its manifoldedness., But that *ie" is an absolute
necessity to out through not elone detail and the glbberish of s¢ auch
that passes for Marxism these days but to cpen up those closed intel-
lectual ears of oure to the fresh impulses from the workere. Thet 1a
vhy I dropped any wvork on the book for two years and came here to
work on the paper, As scon as NEWS & LETTERS gajas a certain womanium
of 1te own, I will return to the work, But note hov I meen to return
to it so thet you will see vhat I mean by method of work and ixpulse
from the only theoretically mew thoughte from the prolefariat itself.
This is not siEple movement from the to practice—I1's gure you
above all kmow that in both Hegel and x——but one from practice
to theory mot as mere verification of the latter but its creator,

In any case, here is my plant In fall I will prepare &
series of 4 lectures on whet I see the book as. Tnese mre to dbe given
not on campuses but to amll groups of workers and intellectuals, mainly
 workers, and giver in a form where they kaow that that ie not a definitive
plece of work but will be grsatly changed by what they have to say.

I will begin in VWest Virginia wvhere we have some dirers who are
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interestad, then to Detroit and L.A., (I hops alec to stop in New York
¢specially if you can be there for 1 conaider you very integrel to all
this and I would li{ke to spend more time than just on the Ily. Toes
your mave to Massachusette mean you will not bs in NY or wvhat?l)

By Deceaber whan I Bave studied 211 the back snd forth that
went on in these telks I ought to Imow how I wish to cast my work on
vhich 1 have been at over a decads. At that time I oould vork out an
outline of the actual work for any publisher and begin to work on the

book itself, It 1s not, 1 delieve, & very long job--b months cught
to do it.

Vould you lmow where I can get het hold of a Chronigue of
Harx's 1ife, in Russian " preferadly hut 1 will accept
1% In French or Geroan 1f T can't get the Bussian, It 1e a very good
raference wvork but I have deen unable to cbtain a copy for nyself and
to photostat it from the Slavic Division copy wonld cost a bit more
than I bave money to spars o$ the moment. I would be very grataful if
Jou conld direct me %0 a place vhers T conld obtaln--perhaps your own
1ibrary, I eyspathize with your trials and tridulations of moving o
11trary--I'n alvays on the go and timt ikx is the one thing that gets
Leavier with each moving. I truet you will like Osmhridos, I liwed
there in the Depresaion days-——in fact taught a group of Russian students
English, But wvhen they found out I was "some creature called a
Trotekyite® and infarmed Hoscov about it that was the end of my sarning

ny livelihood, I 344 succeed in 69lling a complete get of Trotaky's
Opposition Bulletin to the Harvard Iibdrary thet grim yesr of 1971,

Yours,

23

N




Septertber 5,1955

Dear Harbert Marcuse:

Now that the summer is over with lta heat, flood,
hurricanes and general resistance to any conslstent atudy whi
necessitates "the patience, labor and suffering of the nega
I trust I will hear from you and that we $inally will be: ab
to get together. There 1s, however, a change. It turns out:
that ny tour begins on the West Coast rather than the East and -
that I will not reach New York till the middle of November.

hope I will hegr from you long before then. (I leave Detrodt
Septerber 12th) R

Dr. Robert Cohen,who tried to get me a publisher
for A "naog¥aga® of Mary'a Early Essays ond untranel.ted shentew
from first version of Capltal, as well as Lenin's FPhilosophie
Notebooks, writes that the vroject has fallen through: the
Early Esssys ars being brought cut in England and the American”
publigher did not feel the Philosophic Notebooks would have
a paying audience. I would hate to think that when I get my.
book done there will 8till be no English translation of
Lenin's Notebooks and that I would thus be limited to :
quotaticns from original sources, That 1s a privilege that
intellegtuals can both allow themselves and can utllize,
but the public that I am aiming at cannot,

Ineldentally, I have not seen the new edition
of your Reason and Revolution eo dc not know whether you had
grappled with Stalinism and its violent attempts in 1943 amd
1047 to break Harx from Hex:l and transfors the Hadklan
dlalectic from devalopment through contradiotion to an
Jdealistic totalitarian development of "oritiolsm and melf-
ocritioism”, That of course ¥ill be integral to ay work.

Iz I hear that you are interested I will cor-
respond with you from the various places of lecture-discuasions
on the work and tell you how in faot this movement from phmotice
to theory that I am always harping on 1s actually working out
on the conorete question of the book,

Yours,

The Hews & Letters this 1ssue 1a carrying a notice of Dissent
Just in order to call at$ention to your artiole in it,




Ootober 27,1955
Dear Herbert iiarouse;

The amaging thing about this tour on the book
is the moocidental feature rather than the planned for grogps
of workers and intellectuals. It turned out that some univer-
sities on the coaet had heard that I was coming and invited me
to speak before various classes. Although my articles what
they were aoquainted with (American Eoonomic Review) were a
decadd old, they vers being used as standard t{ext reference
both €n the history ofsocial thought classes and in the classes
on eoonomiocs and eoonomio systems., They are starved for any
non-Ooamunist Marxist views. I ¢0ld them that my interest had
shifted to the philesophic foundations rather than the econombe
aspeots and even that did not seem to surprise them because i
they said that they gathered from my economic artiocles the o
philosophic interest and saw a preelotion in them: where 1 spoke
of the Spaliniats violating the dilyleotic strusture of CAPITAL
I said it was not for pedagogic reasons obut wha® taey taughi
and that by 1947 when it was followed up by Zhdanov's saying
4hat Russjian theorists better find *s new dialectic law" rather
than the one of contradiction since the'olassless soclety®
operated only on "oritioiem and self-ctiticism", etc.sto.

In any oase, in Berkeley I spoke to0 a small seniner
on The Philosophic Foundations of Marxism. I was amazed that

they had not heard of your Reason and Rsvolution and recommended
highly there as everywhere else. The Professor (Osoar Landasver) 4%
then asked =m8 shethsr by any chance you were the son of Julian
Marouse whom he knew well in Germany and who has sinoe died. 1
t0ld him I would find out., By the time I reachee LA and spoke

to TCLA, B0 and Occidental, I convinoed not onlythe economics
and sociology olasses but a philoaophic seninar to let me snreak
t0 them on Hegel's Absolute idea: A Marxian Interpretation. I
thought 1t was gtrange of me to address a metaphvsios olass tut
4 professors omme just to hear ghat it is = Marxist would say
on Hegel, easpecinlly since variocus seainars they iriee holding
on Hegel's Works fell apart before ever they reachee £helr end.
Here, on the contrary, the exoitement Was as genuinp as in the
topiocal clasees ani no one could mamke the students leave when
the bell rang, 7They thought it was my"pedagogioc talents®™ but I
asgursd them it ¥gs the itopio itself and if you really bslisvs
in the dynamism of iduas, espeoially in the dynamism of the
dialectic, that the whole self-movement adds a greater dimension
t0 the human heing than any Cinemascope invention. They thanked

me for giving them "a new frame of reference® to make Hegel's
abstractions more c¢oncrete,

All this and the book i%tself as I now think of it
I would like %0 disouss with you. I have not heard from you so
do not know when or if you can get to XY when I reach there Rov.
15th. I doubt 1 could make it to Boston unless some¢ university
there invites me and pays fare from KY tc Boston., I will be dack

in Detroit by the time you get this letter, so please let me know
there your plans.

Yours,




