CHAPTER 3

History and Politics
of the Black

Belt Nation Thesis
from 1928 until 1945

Introduction

Chapter one of this thesis, ‘‘An examination of Self-
Determination and Its Application To the African-American
People,”’ attempted to define Self-Determination and to describe the
African-American Nation. Chapter two attempted to analyze the
history of self-determination before World War II, using the Russian
model. This chapter will explore the resolution of the Third Interna-
tional approved at its Sixth Congress (July 17-September 1, 1928),
and its 1930 resolution concerning self-determination for the op-
pressed African-American nation.

The leading actors on the stage of history in the formation of
the Third International were members of the Russian Social
Democratic Labor Party, Bolshevik. As a member of the Second In-
ternational formed in 1890 and described in the previous chapter, the
Russian Social Democratic Labor Party, Bolshevik objected very
strenuously to the failure of the parties of the Second International to
live up to their agreement to fight against the imperialist war of 1914
and for self-determination of nations. To counter this failure the
Russian Social Democratic Labor Party, Bolshevik attempted to
build the foundations of a new Communist International by calling
various conferences such as the Zimmerwald and Kienthal con-
ferences.! After assuming power, in order to help implement its ideas
on self-determination and other matters throughout the world, the
Russian Social Democratic Labor Party, Bolshevik took the leader-
ship in the actual formation of the Third International (1919-1943).
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This organization was known as the Communist International (CI).
At its Sixth Congress (August-September, 1928) held in Moscow, the
capital of the U.S.S.R., the Third International adopted a constitu-
tion that stated: ‘“The Communist International — The Interna-
tional Workers’ Association — is a union of Communist Parties in
various countries; it is the world Communist Party.””? The Com-
munist International sought to organize the working class and
agricultural laborers to establish the objectives of one world free of
all classes, and racial, sexual, religious, or national differences. Each
of the member parties carried the name of the Communist Party of its
country. The constitution of the (CI) stated that in each country there
could be only one party affiliated with the Communist International.
Within all of the Communist Parties, membership was open to all
those who accepted ‘‘the program and the rules of the respective
Communist Party and of the Communist International.”” A member
of a Communist Party was known as a member of the (Ch. A
member of any Party had to work with one of the units in places of
employment such as a factory, a farm, store, workshop, etcetera. All
members were required to pay dues and-“‘abide by all decisions of the
Party and of the Communist International.””® In the rules of the
Communist International political education was not mandatory.

The relevance of this point is that the question arises in
historiography as to why there seems to be constant failure on the
part of the various Communist Parties throughout the world. One
variable of the highest order that may cause constant failure is the
lack of a systematic political education program in the various par-
ties. An examination of the constitution and practices of the various
parties tends to reveal that people are recruited and expected to do
work but they are not required to attend educational classes. On the
other hand, capitalists in most countries have a mandatory educa-
tional process in which the youth of a given country are subjected to
constant indoctrination in the values of and practices of capitalism.,
The philosophical outlook of capitalism can be changed only if there
is a constant, counter-educational program.

Concerning self-determination of nations, the Sixth Congress
of the Communist International adopted the following provisions:
(1) regardless of race, every nation had the right to self-determination
that included the right to separation from any oppressor state or na-
tion; (2) every nation liberated from capitalism had the right to
voluntarily unite and centralize its economic and military forces with
other nations; (3) there was to be equality for all nations and races,
and a determined and broad struggle against any form of racial and
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national discrimination; (4) the new Soviet State, the U.S.S.R., was
to render every possible material support to new nations anywhere in
the world liberated from capitalism, and the U.S.S.R. was to aid in
the cultural development of liberated nations in conformity with the
best interest of the international working class movement; (5) the en-
tire Communist International would render every possible assistance
to insure that former territories, colonies, or subjugated nations
would be able to transform their countries into socialist nations, t?le
most lasting basis for insuring national equality; (6) the Communist
International pledged itself to actively combat all forms of
chauvinism, racial prejudice, national hatred, and divisions between
people; (7) the (CI) pledged to nationalize the means by which the
capitalist class negatively influenced the workers of eacl.1 country,
printing plants, newspapers and book publishers, movie houses_,
theaters, etcetera. The Communist International promised that it
would use these nationalized institutions for widespread politcal and
general educational programs for all workers, thereby helping to
build a new society in the best interest of the working people.’ In ad-
dition to the seven general provisions on self-determination that were
binding on every party and all the members of the Communist_lnter-
national, the Sixth Congress of the (CI) voted a specific resolution on
the African-American oppressed nation in the United States of
America.

I The Resolution of the Sixth Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional on the African-American peop[e.6

Containing twenty-five paragraphs and a conclusion, the
resolution of the Sixth Congress of the Communist International on
the African-American people starts from the premise that the in-
dustrialization of the south, the development of and concentration of
an African-American working class in large cities in the North apd
East, and the entrance of the African-American people into basic' in-
dustrial plants creates for the first time in the history of the United
States the opportunity for the African-American working class to
direct the struggle of the African-American people, under the.leader-
ship of the Communist Party USA, for their national 1iberatloq ar}d
direct participation with the American working class for a somgllst
revolution in the United States. Analyzing other aspects of the objec-
tive situation of the African-American people, the resolution stated
that 86 percent of the African-American people lived in the Southern
states, 74 percent of that number lived in the rural areas, and over
one-half of that 74 percent lived in the Black Belt. Inside of the Black
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Belt, the African-American people constituted over fifty percent of
the population. Subjected to extreme exploitation and oppression,
lynchings, segregation and political inequality, the African-American
people were capable of waging a revolutionary struggle for their na-
tional liberation, providing the Communist Party implemented the
1928 resolution and the decision of the Second Congress of the Com-
munist International that also stated the African-American people in
the United States were a nation in the south. To wage a successful
struggle for self-determination, the Communist Party of the United
States of America would also have to fight for the full equality of the
African-American people everywhere and in all places in the United
States.

Concurrent with the fight for national self-determination and
equality for the African-American people, the Communist Party in
the United States was mandated by the Communist International to
stress the fight for the full emancipation of the Negro race anywhere
in the world, for the Negro race was an oppressed race wherever it ex-
isted, in South Africa or in Liberia. Moreover, due to their relation-
ship to the means of production, it was expected of, and possible for,
the African-American people to play a leading role in the emancipa-
tion of the Black race throughout the world. The resolution of the
Sixth Congress did not explicity speak to the possibility that the
African-American working class or the African-American people
could lead the way in promoting negative forms of reaction in the
United States or other parts of the world through incorrect leadership
and an acceptance of capitalist ideology and practices inculcated by
schools, books, movie houses, television, Churches, Mosques,
Temples and other houses of worship. However, the resolution did
concretely state that the Communist Party had to combat the in-
fluence of the churches for the leadership of the African-American
people, and the Program of the Communist International stated that
the philosophy, politics, and practices of Garveyism also had to be
combatted, since the plans of Marcus Garvey and the Universal
Negro Improvement Association, of which he was the founder, were
opposed to those of the Communist International.” For further
clarification of the objectives of Marcus Garvey, consult Harry
Haywood, Black Bolshevik, Autobiography of an Afro-American
Communist (Chicago, Illinois: Liberator Press 1978) pp. 101-114,
and Marcus Garvey, ‘“The Communists and the Negro,” printed in
John Henry Clarke, Marcus Garvey and the Vision of Africa (New
York: Vintage Books, a Division of Random House, 1974) pp.
317-320.
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In order to obtain national self-determination for the African-
American people, equality, and the full emancipation of the Black
race wherever it existed, the Communist International stressed that
the Communist Party in the United States had to work primarily in
the trade unions. Work in other organizations was considered impor-
tant but not as decisive as working in the trade unions. Trade unions
were considered the basic formation that would assist the Communist
Party to achieve national self-determination for the African-
American people as well as full equality, and emancipation of the
Black race throughout the world. The Communist International
urged the creation of new unions for the African-American workers
in places where they were blocked from entrance into unions with
white workers. The Communist International further urged that the
Communist Party of the United States never relinquish the fight for
the full acceptance of the African-American workers into all trade
unions, but it had to provide protection for the black workers, even if
that meant creating special formations of a temporary nature. To fur-
ther achieve equality and self-determination for the oppressed
African-American people, the resolution of the Sixth Congress of the
Communist International also stated the Communist Party of the
United States had to overcome national distrust and race pre judice by
always placing the realities and aspirations of the African-American
people on its agenda for all items and all campaigns. This meant that
not only in its trade union work but in all of its other activities the
problems of the African-American people had to be constantly raised
for solution.

Criticizing the Communist Party of the United States for
white chauvinism in its ranks, the resolution of the Sixth Congress of
the Communist International cited two instances where black people
were segregated inside formations of the Communist Party. The
resolution stated; ““In Gary, white members of the workers party pro-
tested against Negroes eating in the restaurant controlled by the Par-
ty. In Detroit, Party members, yielding to pressure, drove the Negro
comrades from a social given in aid of the miners’ strike.”’® The
resolution further stated the Communist Party had to fight all
segregation tendencies among the oppressed nationality, proving at
the same time it is fighting all forms of chauvinism among the op-
pressing nationality. Training oppressed nationality cadres and
special cadres from the oppressing nationality to work among the
African-American people was one method of overcoming white
chauvinism and segregation tendencies. The African-American
cadres also had to work in areas other than just among the African-
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Communism in the same magnitude. The legation of the United
States in Riga, Latvia considered the treatment of the Negro question
by the Communist International to be the most significant of all the
items on the agenda.!?
Representing the Communist Party of the United States at the
Sixth Congress of the Communist International were such outstan-
ding figures as James P. Cannon who later helped to form the
Socialist Workers Party, Jay Lovestone who, after his expulsion
from the Communist Party USA, became the Director of the Interna-
tional Affairs Department of the American Federation of Labor-
Congress of Industrial Unions, AFL-CIO, William Z. Foster, a
former Chairman of the Communist Party USA, Earl Browder, the
General Secretary of the Communist Party USA from 1930-1946,
and Harry Haywood, whose name is widely associated with self-
determination for the African-American people. Haywood is also the
author of various pamphlets, articles, and two books that discuss
self-determination and the African-American people. The books are
Negro Liberation and Black Bolshevik, Autobiography of an Afro-
American Communist."! Haywood became a member of the political
bureau of the Communist Party USA at the time that Earl Browder
was the Secretary-General of the party. Currently he is known as a
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, Marxist-
Leninist, a party in the world communist movement promoted by the
People’s Republic of China. This communist party is a different one
from the Communist Party of the United States.
Organized into 22 chapters, the autobiography of Harry
Haywood contains extremely important acknowledgements. In the
acknowledgements Haywood writes; ‘“‘My earliest political debts are
to the first core of Black cadres in the CPUSA: Cyril Briggs, Edward
Doty, Richard B. Moore, and to my brother, Otto Hall, all former
members of the African Blood Brotherhood, the ABB.”’' In 1922
Haywood wanted to join the Communist Party USA. Because of
some internal problems regarding white chauvinism that were being
resolved, Otto Hall suggested that Harry first join the African Blood
Brotherhood. Haywood describes the African Blood Brotherhood in
the following manner: ‘“The ABB was a secret, all-Black revolu-
tionary organization to which some of the Black Party members
belonged . . .I took Otto’s advice and joined the African Blood
Brotherhood.’’!* Recommended by Edward Doty, commander of the
Chicago Post of the African Blood Brotherhood, and his brother Ot-
to, Harry Haywood underwent the induction process of the ABB. He
describes his initiation in the following manner: the initiation *‘con-
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sisted of an African fraternization ritual requiring the mixing of
blood between the applicant and one of the regular members. The
organization took its name from this ritual. Doty performed the
ceremony: he pricked our index fingers with a needle . . .and when
drops of blood appeared, he rubbed them together.”!4 Haywood
states that after this, he proceeded to take the Oath of Loyalty which
“contained a clause warning that divulging any of the secrets of the
organization was punishable by death.’’15

When he joined, Haywood states that he knew very little
about the African Blood Brotherhood ““other than the fact that it was
in some way associated with the Communist Party.””'® Haywood
states, moreover, that he got some of the history of the African Blood
Brotherhood from Otto and other members, but it was not until he
met Cyril P. Briggs, the original founder of the ABB, that he
understood its origins. Founded in New York City in 1919, mainly by
West Indians, under the leadership of Cyril P. Briggs, the African
Blood Brotherhood exercised its influence through such publications
as The Crusader, The Messenger, and The Emancipator. At the time
of the formation of the ABB, Briggs was the editor of the Amsterdam
News. In a policy disagreement with the owner Briggs left and started
The Crusader. At the time of his initiation, Haywood says, Briggs
was in the process of bringing the African Blood Brotherhood into
the Communist Party of the United States of America. Haywood did
not know of this development at that time.

Describing the African Blood Brotherhood, a work on secret
societies in the United States, The Dictionary of Secret and other
Societies, states the African Blood Brotherhood is a “‘Fraternity of
Negro People’’ with headquarters at 2299 Seventieth Avenue, New
York, New York.'” The Dictionary of Secret and Other Societies
quotes Cyril Briggs as stating that the African Blood Brotherhood
works for the rights and aspirations of the Negro workers and against
exploitation by either white or black capitalists. With chapters in the
Caribbean, Africa, South and Central America, the United States
and North America, the African Blood Brotherhood had an initia-
tion ceremony with seven degrees.!® Haywood states there are only
two. with seven degrees.!® Haywood states there are only two. Often
intiates do not know all the degrees or rules of a secret society. The
seven degrees, according to Briggs, were the one upon initiation, five
degrees based upon educational performances and the seventh degree
for superlative service. The ABB was described by Briggs as a
worker’s organization not connected with any other political party or
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movement except the United Negro Front Movement that included
the National Association for the Advancemen.t of .Colorf.:d People.
The Dictionary of Secret and Other Societies lists nine principles of

the African Blood Brotherhood, principles that were als'o common to
other Negro organizations at that time. The nine principles were:

«1.A Liberated Race in the United States, Africa and
elsewhere; .

2.Absolute Race Equality;

3.The Fostering of Racial Self-respect; N
4.,0Organized and Uncompromising Opposition to the Ku
Klux Klan;

5.A United Negro Front; o _
6.Industrial Development along cooperative lines with the

profits evenly distributed amongst the people participating;
7.Higher wages for Negro Labor, Shorter Hours of Work
and Better Living Conditions;

ation;
g:gilé‘;)eration With Other Darker Races and With the Class-
Conscious White workers.”’!?

Some documents of the African Blood Brotherhood are also
printed in volume three of 4 Documentary History of the Negro Peg-
ple in the United States, by Herbert Aptheker. 12 These d.OCuments il-
lustrate the working class objectives of the African B.loo_d
Brotherhood. They describe its participation in a general campaign in
1924 to free soldiers of the 24th Infantry arrested in I—Ipuston in 1917
for participation in an uprising. They illustrate its role in .the
organization of the American Negro Labor Congress, an organiza-
tion that attempted to aid black workers. Haywood states the
America Negro Labor Congress did not accomplish very much or last

21
e lor:xgi;ter participating in the African Blood l?.rotherhood for ap-
proximately six months, Harry Haywood later joined the Communist
Party USA. As a member of the CPUSA, he was_sent to the U.S.S.R.
for additional educational opportunities. While a stud'ent in the
U.S.S.R., he attended the Sixth Congress of the Communist Interpa—
tional and actively participated in the adoption of the 192.8 resolptlon
on the African-American oppressed nation. This res.,olutxon radllcally
changed the nature of the fight of the African-Amerlcan people inthe
United States of America. No longer were the Afrl_can-Amencan peo-
ple fighting only for racial and political eguahty throughout the
U.S.A. under the leadership of the Communist Party USA, but they
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were now fighting for the liberation of the oppressed African-
American nation located in the Black Belt of the South.2
The 1928 resolution of the Communist International
repre.:sented the climax of a long struggle inside of the entire Com-
munist International on the question of the African-American peo-
ple. Ha‘rry Haywood devoted four chapters covering one hundred
and th}rt)r‘-three pages to the fight for a correct line on self-
c!etermmatlon. These pages describe some of the internal, organiz
t]?Hal developments inside of the Communist Internatic,)nal on i?s_
hlghes.t level with regard to the Black Belt thesis and self-
deter'mmation of the African-American people. In them Haywood
also illlustrates power shifts in the composition of the Comr);mnist
Par‘ty USA s?emming from the adoption of the thesis that the
African-American people were an oppressed nation in the Black Belt
of the So_uth. Haywood states that after the Sixth Congress of the
Communist International blacks were elected ‘‘to the highesLt body in
the Party, the Central Committee, and to the National Execufive
Committee of the Young Communist League.”’?* Haywood states
moreover, that Black people were elected to the Party’s Politicai
zu?aua.ﬂThey were also elected to the Young Communist League’s
2 oalnlcc)gmlﬁilgeez;, many were added to district committees and to sec-
. Opposition to the line of the Sixth Congress of the Com-
munist International came mainly from forces represented by James
P. Cannon, an outspoken advocate of the views of Leon Trotsky; Jay
Lovestone, who developed the theory that capitalism in the Ur;ited
States. was different from capitalism elsewhere, a theory called
Amerlc:an exceptionalism; and Earl Browder, the person most
responsible for the liquidation of the Communist Party in 1944. In
the next phapter this thesis attempts to analyze the life of ];Zarl
Browder in greater detail. Concerning James P. Cannon and Ja
Lovestone, the former was expelled from the Communist Party USAy
on October 27, 1928 immediately after the Sixth Congress of the (CI)
on chafges of splittism, disruption, and political degeneration
Describing this development, William Z. Foster in his book Histor);
of the Communist Party of the United States maintains tl;at Leon
Trotsky who had been expelled from the U.S.S.R. in December, 1927
1'{1ade an appeal to the Sixth Congress for the repudiation of thé deci-
sion to t?xpel him from the U.S.S.R.?* Though the Sixth World Con-
gress rejected this appeal, James P. Cannon fought for the views of
Leon Trotsky in a clandestine fashion inside of the CPUSA upon his
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return from the U.S.S.R., and Theodore Draper in his work, The
Roots of American Communism, clearly documents that James P.
Cannon had been an ardent supporter of the line and policies of Leon
Trotsky since 1922.25 While a full analysis of the views of Leon Trot-
sky is beyond the scope of this thesis, both Cannon and Trotsky,
however, did not agree that the African-American people were a na-
tion inside of the United States, though they maintained verbal op-
position to capitalism and for socialism.

Regarding Jay Lovestone, Foster states in the History of the
Communist Party of the United States that in 1927 Lovestone
became Executive Secretary of the CPUSA and retained this position
for two years. He was expelled for factionalism and disruption in
June, 1929, along with some 200 additional members of the CPUSA.
In the CPUSA, Lovestone took the position that the views of the
Sixth Congress of the (CI) concerning the acute crisis of capitalism
were valid for the rest of the world but not for the United States.
Lovestone also opposed the position of the Sixth World Congress
that the African-American people were a nation in the Black Belt of
the South. He maintained that the process of industrialization of the
South would negate any special, national characteristics to the life
and struggle of the African-American people, resulting only in a class
struggle between the workers and owners of the means of
production.?

Clearly, the resolution of the Sixth Congress of the Com-
munist International on the African-American oppressed nation and
the Sixth Congress itself had a great impact in world affairs: The en-
tire Communist International pledged its political and material sup-
port to the African-American people in the United States in their
fight for an independent nation in the United States under the leader-
ship the Communist Party USA; some opposition to the view that the
African-American people were an oppressed nation vigorously sur-

faced in the United States after the Sixth World Congress, ulitmately
forming the Fourth International, described earlier in this thesis.
Moreover, the United States government in its official documents
clearly forecast a determined effort to liquidate any traces of the
theory that the African-American people were an oppressed nation in
the Black Belt of the South. In addition, however, to its 1928 resolu-
tion the Communist International passed a resolution in 1930 that af-
fected the Black Belt Thesis. The next section of this thesis will
analyze that resolution.
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b/ The 1930 Resolution of the Communist International on the
African-American oppressed Nation in the Black Belt

A. Background to the 1930 resolution

After the 1928 resolution of the Communist International on
self-determination in general and the African-American oppressed
nation, in particular, factionalism in the Communist Party USA im-
peded the implementation of the CI’s line on self-determination for
the African-American people: Immediately after the Sixth Congress
James P. Cannon and others were expelled for supporting the views
of Leon Trotsky who did not consider the African-American people
an oppressed nation. Jay Lovestone, who worked as the Executive
Secretary of the CPUSA, had opposed the line on self-determination
for the African-American people at the Sixth Congress of the Com-
munist International and afterwards sought to subvert the 1928
resolution, necessitating another meeting in Moscow of the leader-
ship of the Communist Party USA. Harry Haywood, the main
African-American supporter of the Black Belt Nation thesis at the
Sixth Congress, was asked to remain in the U.S.8.R. in order to par-
ticipate in the strengthening of the 1928 resolution.?’ The 1930 resolu-
tion of the Communist International represents, therefore, an at-
tempt to clearly prove that the African-American people are an op-
pressed nation in the Black Belt of the South. As such, they must ex-
ercise self-determination of nations in order to resolve their problems
in the United States. While fighting for self-determination in the
Black Belt, the resolution, further analyzed below, was clear that the
fight for equality in political and social affairs was necessary in areas
outside of the South as the main demand. While fighting for social
and political equality in the South, the main demand in the South had
to be self-determination for the Black Belt oppressed nation, defined
in this thesis as the African-American oppressed nation.

B. Explanation of the Resolution

The 1930 resolution is divided into three parts: an introduc-
tion, a section on “‘the struggle for the equal rights of the Negroes,”’
and a section on “‘the struggle for the Right of Self-Determination of
the Negroes in the Black Belt.”” While commending the Communist
Party of the United States for removing the Lovestoneites from its
ranks, the introduction states there is still a tendency within the ranks
of the CPUSA to underestimate the African-American question and
the fight for the right of self-determination of the African-American
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people. The 1930 resolution, therefore, sought to cla}rify for the Com-
munist International and its American secthn two 1mp(?rtant aspectsl
of the African-American question: the question of the_ fight for egu;
rights of the African-American people and the: question of th(;l f1g t
for self-determination of the African-Amerlcan.peqple. T e_mc;
troduction stated very firmly that the Negro question in thc? Unite
States had to be viewed from the vantage of an oplpressed nation, The
latter two words were placed in italics. The (CI) viewed the o.ppres§ed
nation status of the African-American peoy?le as extreme.ly t':hstressnﬁg
not only because of the prominent racial chgracterlstlcs of tl e
African-American people that were used _agamst.thlem l?ut also
because of the various legal and other social restrictions 1mpos;d
upon the African-American people during and after s}avery. In the
introduction the Communist Internationf.ﬂ stated the f_1ght for ec!ua&l
rights applied to all the African-American people in the UI;R; ;
States. In the Black Belt the main slogan, hOVYeVGI', had tozlsae the fig
for self-determination for the African-American people.

The Struggle for Equal Rights
Since the African-American people were unde‘r a spepw.l op-

pression due to their former status as slaves .and their pohtl'cal and

economic and social reality, the 1930 resol_ujuon stated the _fight fﬁr
equal rights was justified. Describing condlthns on plantatl.ons., t :1
resolution also pointed out the social ostracism that was_mfll.lcte1
upon the African-American people. Condemm.ng segregation in ?)1

aspects, the resolution stated the African-AJp;rican p'eople had ;o (?
guaranteed all the advantages and opportunme's provided for ot ef,
to achieve equal rights it will be necessary to fight §111 attacks on the
African-American people by the very rich in the Umlted State.s ancll to
dispel their myths and scare tactics; unity qf -the white w‘orllung c assi
with black workers was an essential condition fpr achieving e-qlﬁa

rights for the African-American people. The §ect10n on e:qual Tig l;ts
for the African-American people concluded with the pOS‘ltl(l)n Fhat the
Communist Party USA must combat all tendenugs within its ov;rln
ranks to ignore the question of the African—A‘mencan people.dT cz
party itself had to assume responsibility for this work. It could no

3 2
leave it to anyone else.?

Right of Self-determination in the Black Belt

Opening with a criticism of Lovestone’s pOSitiOlll that the
special problems of the African-American oppressed nation would
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resolve themselves as the south became more and more industrial- American people were the Scottsboro_ Defense Campaign and the
ized, the 1930 resolution was very firm that the right of self- : organization and efforts of the National Negro Congress. The
determination of the Black Belt must be the main slogan for action on Scottsboro Defense Campaign grew out of the Scottsboro Case.
the part of the Communist Party USA. To accomplish this objective 5 Describing this case, Harry Haywood states: ‘fOn March 25, 1931, a
the Communist Party must fight for the “‘confiscation of the landed freight train crowded with young people hoboing from Chattanooga
property of the white landowners and capitalists’’ for the benefit of : to Memphis in search of work, passed thf'oug.h Paint Rock,
the African-American farmers, and the “‘establishment of the State Alabama . . .3 After being taken from the train, nine ]?:la_ck youths
unity of the Black Belt.”’ Since most of the land in the Black Belt was ‘ were charged with the rape of two white girls wHo were riding on the
in the hands of the white bourgeoisie, the resolution stated this . same freight train. Taking the arrested youths to Scottsboro, the
represented the main form of oppression for the African-American ‘ county seat of Jackson County, Alabama, the Alabama authorities
people in the Black Belt. Resolution of this problem provided the | found the Black youths guilty of rape and sentf.:nced eight of them to
material basis for self-determination in the Black Belt. Establishing : death in the electric chair. The trial of the ninth Blac!( youth was
state unity of the Black Belt was necessary due to the splitting of t declared a mistrial. In New York Harry Haywood was instrumental
various Black Belt counties into different states. The resolution was : in getting the Communist Party USA to enter the Scottsboro Case

through the International Legal Defense, an organization of the

Communist Party USA created for legal defense.
Evaluating the significance of the defense of the Scottsboro

defendants, Haywood says:

opposed to any plan that called for an exclusive Negro nation or the
sending of people to Africa.

After setting forth the need to fight for the confiscation of the
land of the rich white landowner and capitalists and the establishment

of state unity of the Black Belt, the 1930 resolution described what | « . Every area of work — every mass organization
should not be done. Following are the major points: (1) The Com- f we were involved in — was strengthened by our par-
munist Party USA must not limit its fight to verbal statements of self- ticipation in this defense campaign . . .Through_our
determination. It must actually work for this possibility and stand * militant working class policy, we were able to win
ready to implement it as was done in the U.S.S.R. (2) The fight for ; workers of all nationalities to take up the special
self-determination of the Black Belt does not carry any conditions. demands of Black people embodied in the Scottsboro
The Party must stand ready to fight for separation even if the i defense . . .32
African-American working class is not in the leadership. The right of Il Haywood relates, moreover, that many immigrant workers in the
self-determination is interpreted as a free democratic right that any ) Needles Trades Union would sing with Yiddish or Easterq Em_'op(?an
class might exercise. (3) The Party must not insist that the African- [ accents a song about how the Scottsboro Boys Shall Not Die. Singling
American people fight for separation. Self-determination also means | out the south, Haywood writes that the movement to free the
they have the right to federate with the United States, the resolution | Scottsboro defendants resulted in building the fighting Sharecroppers
statefi. If the wo_rkqng class is in power in the United States,-the Com- i Union, an organization of thousands of poor farmers and people
munist Party will fight against separation and for federation-of the 5 without land, many of whom were sharecroppers. Haywood also
Black Belt. At all times, however, the Party will recognize the right of @ points out: ““Scottsboro helped to pave the way for the growth of the
the Black Belt nation to separate, the essence of the right of self- ] Unemployed Councils and the CIO.””*? The Scottsboro Defense
determination.® Campaign also aided in the development of the National Negro an—
C The Scottsboro Defense G ) {| gress, a militant united front organization designed to fight fascism
. The Scottsboro Defense Campaign 1 )
and the National Negro Congress, (NNC). and war
Based on the 1928 and 1930 resolution, the Communist Party 11 The National Negro Congress (NNC)

engaged in various activities designed to promote political and social ' The (NNC) was founded in 1936, bringing togethe.r represen-
ecfllifitgff ;hgx?tfri]gan—Amer icIan p‘;‘)pltff as well as se]‘f “def”;:;lf_“ion :' tatives from all classes in the Black Community of the United States.
of the Black Belt. Two examples of activity concerning the African- ;
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Seeking to promote unity around the issues of Black Rights, the Na-
tional Negro Congress held a major Congress at the Eighth Ilinois
Regiment Armory on Friday, February 15, 1936. Describing this
event, Haywood states:

““The Armory was jammed with over 5000 delegates
and visitors. Some 585 organizations from twenty-eight
states and the District of Columbia were represented,
sharecroppers and tenant farmers’ unions, 246 trade
unions, eighty church and civic organizations, youth
groups, political parties, cultural and fraternal groups,
and women’s organizations. About eighty-five percent
of those attending were black.’’34

A. Phillip Randolph was elected President of the National
Negro Congress. The (NNC) attempted to fight for programs against
fascism and war until its dissolution in 1946. At that time the Central
Committee of the Communist Party USA sought to direct the
energies of the Black people in the United States into organizations
similar to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, organizations that the Central Committee considered
mainstream. The National Negro Congress in 1946 was considered
sectarian by the leadership of the Communist Party USA. The
dismantling of the National Negro Congress occurred after the Com-
munist Party USA had dissolved itself in 1944 and reconstituted itself
in 1946.% The next section of this thesis attempts to briefly explain
how the line of the Sixth Congress of the Communist International
held in 1928 and its 1930 resolution were liquidated.

llf.  The First Liquidation of the Black
Belt Thesis by the Communist Party [/SA

A. The Communist International is Dissolved.

The Communist International dissolved itself on June 10,
1943; the various parties attached to it were no longer obligated to
fight for its various rules, regulations, and resolutions; the 1928
resolution of the (CI) on the Black Belt Nation was, therefore, not
binding on any party; neither was the 1930 resolution. In Chapter 49,
“The Role of the Third Internationai (1919-1943)” of his work:
History of the Three Internationals, William Z. Foster writes that the
Executive Committee of the Communist International released a
statement announcing the dissolution of the Communist Interna-
tional. Parts of the statement said, “ . . .the proposal to dissolve the
Communist International had been unanimously approved by all of
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its existing sections . . .”’*® Foster also stated that Communists all
over the world realized the necessity of dissolving the Communist In-
ternational; hence there was no opposition to it. Communists
throughout the world, according to Foster, considered the sacrifice of
abolishing the Communist International necessary in order to win the
war against the Axis powers. Earlier in the History of the Three Inter-
nationals, Foster wrote: ““No sooner had the Hitler attack upon the
U.S.S.R. begun than Churchill, followed by Roosevelt after Pearl
Harbor, accepted the plan of a war alliance with the Soviet Union,
making all due reservations against communism as such.”’*” In his
statement to the Reuters News Agency on the dissolution of the Com-
munist International Joseph V. Stalin stated there were four reasons
for this action:
1. The dissolution of the Communist International expos-
ed the attacks of the Hitlerites that Moscow intended to
intervene in all countries through tlie (CI);
2. The dissolution of the (CI) aided to end the attacks in-
side of labor movements that the Communist Parties in
various countries were not acting in the best interest of
their respective country;
3., 'The dissolution of the (CI) also aided the patriots in
various countries to unite people of various religions
and parties in order to mobilize to win the war against
fascism, forming a single camp of national liberation
struggles;
4.  The dissolution of the Communist International,
moreover, aided in uniting freedom loving forces for a
battle against Hitlerism after the end of the world war
and for a positive reconstruction of the world.38
Regarding the Communist Party of the United States, it had
withdrawn in 1940 from the Communist International. Its action was
taken note of and approved by the Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International. In the History of the Three Internationals,
William Z. Foster states the withdrawal was necessary because of the
Voorhis Act ‘‘which virtually outlawed proletarian international
political organizations.’** In its own statement on the dissolution of
the Communist International, the (CI) mentioned that the earlier
withdrawal of the Communist Party of the United States had aided it
to realize that the Communist International was becoming more and
more ineffective. While the dissolution of Communist International,
therefore, may not have had any direct effect upon the line and
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policies of the Communist Party USA, since it had withdrawn, the
position of the Communist Party USA on self-determination for the
African-American oppressed nation and other members of the Black
race was completely cancelled by its twelfth convention, held on May
20, 1944, the convention that abolished the Communist Party USA
and formed the Communist Political Association.

The Twelfth Convention of the CPUSA

At the twelfth convention of the Communist Party USA held
from May 20-22, 1944, the Communist Party voted to dissolve itself,
thereby finally liquidating its acceptance of the Black Belt Thesis
adopted at the Sixth Congress of the Communist International.
Earlier, on January 11, 1944 the National Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the United States of America sent outa ““ . . . letter
to the Party districts recommending that the Party as such be dis-
solved and reorganized into a ‘political educational association.” **4
This action of the Communist Party of the United States of America
occurred in the midst of the gigantic war against the Axis Powers.
The person that led the fight to dissolve the Communist Party USA
and the Black Belt Thesis in the midst of World War Il was Earl
Browder, the General Secretary of the Party and a delegate to the
Sixth Congress of the Communist International. The next chapter,
Chapter Four, attempts to study post World War II positions of the
Black Belt thesis, examining in some detail the background and ac-
tions of Earl Browder.

Summeation and Conclusion

In this chapter, chapter three, this thesis has attempted to
trace the history and politics of the Black Belt thesis from 1928 until
1945. It sought to analyze the resolution passed at the Sixth Congress
of the Communist International held in 1928 in the U.S.S.R. that
upheld self-determination of nations in general and the specific
resolution that stated the African-American people in the United
States were an oppressed nation in the Black Belt of the South. The
specific 1928 resolution proclaimed the necessity for all Communist
Parties to render every possible material and political assistance to the
African-American people and others in the Black race who were
fighting for their national liberation. To buttress the resolution of the
Sixth Congress, the Executive Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional passed a resolution in 1930 that stated again the African-
American people were an oppressed nation in the Black Belt of the
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south: To gain and insure equality in that area for the African-
American people, the Communist Party had to lead the fight for self-
determination including the right to separate but not excluding the
right to federate. In the northern areas the Communist Party USA
should mobilize the African-American people and white workers to
aid the obtaining of self-determination in the Black Belt. In the north
the Communist Party also had to fight for the political and social
equality of the African-American people and against any manifesta-
tion of white chauvinism or reactionary nationalism. In 1943 the
Communist International abolished itself, freeing all parties of its
rules and decisions. Before that, however, in 1940 the Communist
Party USA had withdrawn from the Communist International.
William Z. Foster states the withdrawal of the Communist Party
from the CI was ‘‘made necessary by the passage of the Reactionary
Voorhis Act, which virtually outlawed proletarian international
political organization . . .’**! Later, in 1944 the Communist Party of
the United States liquidated itself and became the Communist
Political Association, cancelling any form of self-determination for
the African-American people. As stated earlier, the next chapter of
this thesis will attempt to trace post World War II positions on the
Black Belt thesis.
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