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- SPECIAL SPOKANE DESPATCP'ES

Foster In Spokane

“The Workingman's Paper” now has
its own special reporter at Spokane,
as the caplitalist dailles cannot be de-
pended on to give any approach to the
facts.

Wm. Z, Foster went to Spokane Sat-
urday night, November 13, and he
sends a dally dispatch to this paper,
which we alm to publish in a “Red
Specizl” every night for sale on the
streets of Beattle.

“The Soclalist” was first published
a. daily when the BStreet Car Em-
ployees of Seattle went on strike. This
was the only paper which stood by
the strikers to the last ditch.

Agaln, this paper was issued dally
during the trial of Haywood at Bolse,
and was the first to appear with the
news of his acquittal on that fateful
Sunday morning.

In Portland, when. the I W. W
were conducting their fight for the
Saw Mill Workers, this paper publish-

ed “Specials” in their support which|'

were distributed by thousands through
the lumber camps of Oregon and
Washington, urging all to rally to
the defense of their striking fellow
worker$ in Portland.

In making a special effort to report
the Spokane fight so that the wage
workers may not be misled by false
reports in the Capitalist dallies, “The
Soclalist” is following its practice
since its foundation. .

Got a Stove P.D. Q.

Two days were spent in Franklin
schoolhouse by the I. W. W, prisoners
without any heat. The officers kept
promising & stove, but no stove came.

Then the boys tore off moldings
from the old school room, broke them
up, piled up old chalrs, etc., in the mid-
dle of the room and set fire to it
Bmoke poured out of the windows,
armed officers came rushing in to put
out the fire before it burned a hole In

floor, etc.
The boys got the stove two hours
later. :

_ Barefoot Torture

g

In cell 16 the prisoners had thel
shoes taken away from them and :::

. the Court

That Hunger Strike

The Capitalist papers never told why
the Hunger Strike began nor that it
ended only when won.

The men refused to work breaking
stone for city stréets on the “Rock
Pile." If they worked, then they got
usual food, meat, vezeublen. etc. But
\Vnshlngton statutes provide that
prisoners who won't work shall be put
on bread and water.

The Spokane officers began feeding
the men one-half a nickel loaf of bread
for a meal twice a day. The men took
it. Then the police reduced the allow-
ance to one-quarter loaf. This started
the “Hunger Strike,” the prisoners re
fusing -all food. At last, after many
men had gone to the hospital sick and
exhausted, Chief Sullican ordered the
half loaf returned and the Strike was
won,

The Fake Plcmre

The “Spokesman-Review” published
an 'alleged flashlight photograph of
Wilson and Cousins eating a good
meal while the Hunger Strike was in
progress. All who knew Wilson and
Cousins recognized the Fake. The offi-
cers had rigged up two “trusties” to
personate the Editors, cheat the pub-
lic and create dissension among the
other prisoners.

Sensational ,
Court Scene

Judge Mann Nonplussed — Attorney
Bruce Rogers Defends I. W. W.
. Methods. ¥
(Special to. *“The Workingman's
Paper.”)

SPOKANE, Thursday, Nov. 18—
Judge Mann in Police Court sentenced

| twenty more 1. W. W. “orators” today.

He kangarood them all to his usual
“Thirty Days.” All cases appealed to
Superior Court for Jury trials. Spo-
kane County will have a pretty bill to
meet when these two or three hundred
Jury trials have to be pald for, besides
furnishing these “30-day meal tickets,”
as the boys call the sentences.

Two boys of 18 years were up today.
Mann offered them their liberty und
jobs it they would promise not
speak again. They refused, and h
gave them 30 days and $100 fine.

A sensational tilt occurred between

Conspiracy Trial

Tone Outwits Blair—~Judge Hinkle Re-
serves Judgment—Will Probably
. Dismiss Case—Flligno WIlI
Be Discharged

(Special to "“The Workingman's Pa-
per.”)

SPOKANE, Friday, Nov. 19, 1909~
Three 1. W, W.'s arrested today,

Main interest today centered around
the trial of Filigno, one of those who
have been confined for two weeks
awalting trial for “Conspiracy.”

Attorney Tone, sent by Vincent BL
John from Chicago, defended Filigno
in a brillant manner. He got the
state’s attorney, Blair, badly tangied
up. The complaint against Filigno
charges him with conspiracy to vio-
late city ordinance which Judge Mann|
had already declared unconstitutional
because it discriminated in favor of
religious meetings. g

When Lawyer Tone csllad attention
to this fact Prosecuting Attorney Blair
was allowed to amend the complaint.
But he only changed the number of
the ordinance, leaving the rest of the
complaint as it read before. The com-
plaint thus ‘became unintelligible.
When state closed its case, Tone
moved to dismiss as the complaint-had
0o meaning.

Court stated he was embrarassed,
seemed to have been tricked, wanted
time to read authorities, but was at
present inclined to dismiss case. Fin-
ally he announced he would reserve
decision till tomorrow. “Justice” is re-
duced to a farce in this attempt of cap-
ltalists to down a growing labor or-
ganization. Judge Mann and Mayor
Pratt above him are becoming the
laughing stock of the city. The I. W.
W. are winning sympathy of the pub-
lic every day. The longer the authori-
ties continue thelr fight against Free
Speech for Labor, the more over-
whelming will be their defeat. Any
ordinance ‘which repeals the Right of
Free Spsech will be condemned by
public sentiment—the highest court
after all
. Today Joe Mullin, 8 member of the

e|f. W, W., was arrested and slugged in

the court hallway. He was quite inof-
fensive and screamed murder repeat-
edly, greatly disturbing the court. Offi-
cer Shannon was the slugger. The af-
fair produced great sensation and must
have been intended to incite indigna-
tion and provoke the boys to refalia-
tion. 8o far I. W. W. has been abso-
Jutely peaceable under worst provoca-

Showers of Food

(Special to “The Workingman's
Paper.”)

SPOKANE, Wash., Sunday, Nov. 21,
~The City Administration made a mis-
take for their own cause today. They
marched two hundred prisoners under
strong guard, armed with shotguns,
from the Franklin schoolhouse, now
used as a jail, across town to the city
Jall, in order to compel the men to
bathe. The bath was all right, but the
reception given by the citizens of Spo-
kane to these starved men, who had
lived on bread and water for weeks
rather than work for taxpayers on the
rock plle, was an eye opener to Mayor
Pratt and his man, Chief Sulivan, and
his other man, Judge Mann.

The crowds cheered the prisoners,
but they did more. They passed them
tobacco and matches and sandwiches
and frult. When the guards pressed
the crowds back, an {nspiring thing
occurred. Literal showers of food
poured over the heads of the officers,
to be eagerly caught by the famished
men and devoured before the eyes of
the angry police. One officer actually
clubbed a priscner for eating a sand-
wich. - ‘They hustled some prisoners
into conveyances to escape the kind
crowd, but one fruit dealer called to
everybody to help themselves to his
stock and throw oranges, apples and
bananas to the men in the wagons.

When the boys were taken.back to
their Franklin School Prison, they
were followed by big throngs who held
a meeting near the schoolhouse and
sung Revolutionary songs llke the
Marselllaise, The men in the school-
house joined in the songs. You can't
shoot down a song, vet the officers dis-
persed the crowd, though this block is
outside the limits covered by the Anti-
Free Speech ordinance, They arrested
four, including Mrs. Fernette who has
been in once before and is of the most
active I, W. W.'s, She and her hus-
band both play in the I. W. W. band,
which furnishes music at the nightly
meetings, or did, before so many were
jailed, Z.

Hits the Woman Hard

(Special Dispatch.)

SPOKANE, Monday, Nov. 22.—Judge
Mann displayed his Mannliness today
by sentencing Mrs. Fernette, arrested
vesterday outside the Fire Limits, to
Thirty Days In Jall and One Hundred
Dollars Fine. This means Sixty-three
Days in Jl.ll. Maybe Mann and his
Masters think ‘they can break the
woman's wlrlt by such infamous bull-
dozing. mﬂnu&ulm-hu
dred other women. These stupld offi




SPECIAL SPOKANE
DESPATCHES

Mann Gets Madder

SPOKANE, Tuesday, Nov. 23.—Five
more sentenced today. Judge Mann,
under orders from his “Standard”
Masters, took another turn at the
screws today and increased the pen.
alty for speaking on the streets, first
offence, to the maximum allowed to
municipal courts, that is, Thirty Days
and One Hundred Dollars Fine and
Costs, making a total of 63 or 64 days
in jail.

The Chumps think thus to break
these men's spirits. Meanwhile, the
men fight on, laughing.

Twelve more arrested today. S

\
. .
The Principle at Stake

The principle, stated as an ordi-
nance, is this: “No one shall gather
a4 crowd which materially interferes
with travel on the street.”

That is all there is to it. The streets
are naturally for speech as well as
travel. If a person speaks well enough
to attract others, let him alone unless
he hinders another natural use of the
street, namely, travel and trafic. And
that obstruction must be established
by testimony like any other misde-
meanor.

In practice the thing settles Itself.
Speakers don't want to block travel
and rarely do so. In Seattle they take
side streets just off main avenues,
where they can catch the crowd and
yet not get in the way of the street
cars or teams or sidewalk throngs.

In all times when great public ques-
tions are under discussion, city streets
and parks have been used for such
man to man addresses. It was so at
the time of the Civil War in America.
It is so during political campaigns.
With the worgiagmen in there days.
when unemployment is chronic and
the lLabor Problem forces itself in-
criasiagly Lo the fromt, street discus-
sion is Inevitable. To attempt to sup-:
pnnullouly!.o!uutom‘
flame. It is too late in the world's his-
tory to forbid men to talk to their fel-
low men in the open air where they
congregate, ‘

It is useless to tell them to hire
halls, There may be no halls to hire,
as in Spokane’last Sunday, the I. W.
W. could find no hall whose owner
would rent it to them. But people
want freer intercourse than in a form-
al hall. Two or three stop and con-
verse. Others are attracted, and they
stop to listen. There you have a
crowd. If they do not serlously and
materially interfere with others who
wish to use the street, no law can stop
such a crowd. .

And there is always plenty of room
on city streets. They are not llke
country roads, only one in a given dk
rection. If one city street 1s blocked,
there is always another going in the
same direction only a short block
away. If a thousand peoplé want to
use this street to listen to a good
speaker, why it is less trouble for a
score or a hundred to go a block fur-
ther to reach their destination than
for that thousand to move aside.

To pass an ordinance contrary to
these principles, may be “constitution-
al,” but no city public, who are'the
city, and who do the voting, are golng
to stand for any such stupld and ar-
bitrary decree.

The Spokane Gag is bound to fail.
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