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- (Bditor’s Note: This is the eleventh of a series of articles which Mr.

T'RUSSIA

EREERR EEEEL

Press. In his last article he dealt with
in the Workers’ republic, He pictures

the scenes attendant upon the opening of the Third Communist Interna-

tional in the present article. ,

By W)LLIAM Z. FOSTER, Federated Press Staff Writer.
Copyright, 1921, by The Federated Press).

MOSCOW,—Once in awhile one has
an experienoe that can never be for-
gotten so long as life lasts. That was
my lot today (June 17, 1921). T wit-

nessed a great Russian mass 'demon-!

stration. It seemed as though I saw
" the soul of the revolution. ‘

The demonstration, held in honor'

" of the congress of the Third Commun-
jst International, which begins in a
. day or two, took place in the super-
. historic Red Square of Moscow, No
" more fitting place for a revolutionary
gathering can. be imagined. The Red
Square is a large cobble-paved plaza,
probably 200 yards wide by 400 yards
Jong. Along one side of it runs the
famous Kremlin wall, above which, in
the interior, rise buildings, literally
bullet riddled from the terrible fight-
ing durihg the October revolution. At
the foot of the wall lie buried, in a
mass grave, the hundreds of workers
who gave up their lives in the revo-
lutionary battles in Moscow. Along
the other side of the Red Square
stretches & great arcade, likewise
torn with bullets. Once it was the
scene of intense capitalistic activity,
but now its many shops and offices
are closed tightly and the painted
names of their. former occupants look
down lugubriously upon a scornful
world. At one end of the Square and
at the other end the celebrated church
of St Basil, the most beautiful build-
ing in all Russia if not in the whole
world. In front of this church stands
the “executioner’s block,” where
hundreds of victims of Ivan the Ter-
rible and other czars were beheaded.
Merely to look about this famous
place is to get a thrill such as the
new world cannot produce. But when
one sees the Red Square filled with
a surging revolutionary proletariat,
as it was to-day, one's feelings are
indescribable. i s
- The day started with a review of the
Red Army, some 20,000 soldiers of

observation balloon; a score of aero-
planes skimmed in and about the
heavy clouds overhead. Promptly at
. the scheduled time, exactly upon the

tionale and People’'s Commissar for
*War Leon 'Trotsky, came out of the
" Kremlin gate to inspect the troops. .
| Trotsky is a man in the prime of
life. ‘He is well built and vigorous
"' looking. He was afoot and dressed in
civilian khaki without any decora-
~ tions whatever, With him there came
half a dozen officers, uniformed, as

il

trousers and another black ones.
| Several others had red cloth straps
| across their breasts. Their uniforms
consisted of a sort of cloth helmet,
Russian blouse with heavy leather
belt, ordinary military trousers and
high leather boots. Altogether they cut
a smart appearance. I could not learn
what make of rifles they had, but was
told that most of them were French,
captured from Wrangel. The soldiers
had a very business-like appearance,
which was especially increased by
their almost invariable custom of car-
rying their rifles with bayonets fixed.
The officers were unique. They were
conspicuous by their lack of the usual
military swagger and bluster. They
were quiet, efficient and human. They
were the very antithesis of the old
czarist army officers. Most of the Red
Army officers are quite young, al-
though they are experienced veterans.
Here and there an ex-czarist officer
could be seen, some of them holding
high rank. Most of them could be
picked out at a glance. There is some-
thing about them—a remnant of thelr
_old military training—that the new
working class officers do«not possess.
I was particularly interested in two
who stood close by where I sat. One
wore a sabre, evidently from the old
army, for it had on it the imperizalist
emblems. The other officer, noticing
it, pointed to the czar's coat of arms
and both smiled broadly, I wondered
what thoughts were passing through
their minds at this incident. The czar-
ist officers seemed to fit in fairly
well with things, although it seemed
to me as I watched them narrowly
that they did not come to “attention”
as readily and as freely when The In-
ternationale was played as did the
new officers, who are practically all
Communists.

After the review Trotsky made a
speech to the troops, touching on the
needs and duties of the present situa-
tion. He has a splendid ringing voice.
I doubt if there was one in the vast
Red Squsare outside the range of it. T
read in one issue of the New York
Times recently that he is afflicted
with a cancern and in another issue
‘ that he is dying with tuberculosis. But

he ds the healthiest looking invalid I
have seen for some time. It was a
physical achievement to make one-
self so distinctly heard in that great
open air gathering. Representatives
of -several countries also made
speeches. Trotsky seemed affected hy
the ‘occasion, more than once he led
in the cheering.

Following the speechmaking came
a great parade. There must have been
fully 60,000 in line. It was a combined
military, naval and civil affair. In
other countries the military rarely or
never condescend to march with civil-
-ians. This is because they are a thing

ialthongh one special branch wore red

1] apart from the life of the people. But

in Russia it is different. The Red

stand, | Army is distinctly a people’s army. It

is-a real working class institution, as
much so as the trade unions are in
other countries. The people are proud
of it and it is proud of them. Hence
in this demonstration it was sand-
wiched, in between a big group of
civilian organizations at the head of
the parade and another bunch at the

”{rear. It fell into the middle of the

parade from its igspection position in
the Red Square. ' !

The procession was kalediscopic in
its wvariety. Soldiers, sailors, student

| officers, school - children, university

students; civil guards (local police),

;
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|Manifesto To
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BY REVOLUTIONARY SYNDI
TRADE UNION CONG

The International Red Trade Union|
has been formed. From now on sall|
those trade union organizations of
the whole world who wish to bring
about the overthrow of capitalism will
erowd to this organization. We revo-
Jutionary Syndicalists came to Mos-
cow to defend our principles in the
organization congress of the Red
Trade Union International. However
our tendency did not prove to be the
strongest. The trade union organiza-
tions of Central Europe do not fully
agree with our syndicalism but never-
theless they are distinguished by
great revolutionary strength. The
proletariat of Russia, Germany, Hun-
gary, Jugo-Slavia, and Czecko-Slova-
kia caz@oint to splendid pages of re-
volutionary history. We are seperated
by a varied opinion on certain phases
of the struggle but we are united by
the same belief in the triumph of the
cause of the proletariat. The division
of the revolutionary trade unions into
two internationals would be a crime
against the whole proletariat whose
efforts are powerless against the
coalition of the bourgeois and the yel-
low international of Amsterdam. The
formation of a united front is the
duty of the hour when the capitalist

“crack!” troops would melt before

them. It was significant that they
were given the position of honor at
the head of the parade, coming beforel
even the Red Army. In Russia the
Comunists argd first in war and every-
thing else. I watched them march by
—there were many thousands , of
them—with more interest than I have
ever bestowed on any other body of
human beings in my life. |
So deeply impressed was I with this
great proletarian demonstration that
I went home feeling that I had done
no more than witness it alone my
long trip from Chicago to Moscow
was well repaid.
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