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| By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

|  Workers who want to know what
| | is behind the present revolt of 40,000
U | miners in Pennsylvania, Ohio and
) | West Virginia should read Labor and
1 iCoal by Anna Rochester. It is one
| of the labor and industry series pre-
d tpared by the Labor Research Asso-
li‘ciation and issued by the Interna-
0 | tional Publishers, 381—4th Avenue,
) | New York and sells at $1 a copy.

1 What does this book do? It tells
Ul us first “what is the matter with
/ | coal” as mined in the capitalist Uni-
' |ted States. It traces brilliantly the !
war boom, the depression in the in-
dustry that began long before the
general economic crisis, and carries
the story of the mining collapse right
) |down to the beginning of the cur-
[ [ rent year.

; Then it reveals as no other book
revealed the deceptive |
' | methods of the companies to hide
5 their profits, and proceeds to exa-
3

has ever

mine in detail the various channels !
through which the capitalist class
extracts toll from a “sick” industry
even when it is apparently ‘‘earning”
no “net profits.” Along with this it
shows the steady growth of mergers
and the tightening control of Mor-
gan, Mellon and the other big bank-
ers on the mines. It brings out as
particularly significant the control
over coal by other industrial com-
panies such as U. S. Steel Corpor-
ation. Coal miners who want to know
just what combination of financial
» | buzzards they are working for or
striking against can readily find the |
answer in these splendid chapters on
the economic and financial aspects
of the industry. The worker em-
ployed by Pittsburgh Terminal Coal
Co., for example, can find on page
66 what other mining companies are
tied in with the operators who profit
from his exploitation.

Then we come to the coal digger
himself. All the necessary facts are
here in brief readable yet adequate
form along with data on wages,
hours, piece rates, speed up, new
machinery, unemployment, accidents,
deaths, occupational diseases. Those
who cannot go to Pittsburgh to see
with their own eyes how miners live
can with the aid of this book form
a very clear picture of mining and
the conditions that foreran the pre-
sent revolt.
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By Jack Hardy
The coal miner who 1is lucky

The great strike now in progress
is not just another coal strike. It
has specific features which I shall
discuss in another place. But it can
only be seen in its full historical
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perspective by those who know the
story told in the final chapters of
this book. It runs from about 1849
to 1931 and covers every great strike
as well as the scores of minor strug-
gles that have given the coal dig-
gers their fine traditions of militancy.
There were many betrayals along the
way, and many tools of the mine
owners who sold out the interests of
the workers at every opportunity.
“The Reign of Lewis” is the title
of one of these chapters which tells
of the traitor John L. Lewis who as-
sisted by Pat Fagan and his kind
played deliberately into the hands of
the Rockefellers, Schwabs, Peabodys,
U. 8. Steel Corporation and others.
The crooked dealings of the Far-
ringtons, Nesbits, Fishwicks, Murrays
and Kennedys as well as the vacil-
lations of the Howatts and Brophys
are also exposed in detail.

Liberals, Socialists, Musteites, as
well as the big labor fakers have
tried to discredit this book and have
made vicious attacks on the author.
This was to be expected, for Com-
rade Rochester’s facts are so straight
and so effectively presented  they
cannot be “answered” exeept by scof-

tion. What the newspapers never
however, are the almost daily
of miners erushed by twos.
g and feurs by falling coal ar
ryock; bodies mangled underground,
'by mine trains; scares killed by gas

‘jor ecal dust ewplosions. Of all min.

enough to have a days’ work, never
knows, when he leaves his shack in
the morning, whether he will return
that night or not. For as speeg-up
and mechanization continue apace,
the death and accidéent t»11 mount
simultaneously. Under the steady
drive for increased production,
coal-mining has come to be more
hazardous than work in the steel
milis, en the railroads, structural iron
work and many of Bpe other jobs
commonly looked upc® as the most
hazardous occupations in the country.
During the ten year period ending
December 31, 1929, there wers 22,500
fatal and 1,500,000 non-fatal acci-
dents to coal miners on the job.

Large mine disasters such as great
floods and spectacular mine fires,
which make front page news, fre~
quently are called to general atten-

jers, at least one out of every six is
injured during the course of a year.
Among those having full-time work
the rate is at least one out of every
four,

These accidents can be largely, if
not entirely checked. But safety
cost money. Power lines, motor haul-
age and safety devices would elimi-
nate the largest part of the fatalities
But besides being expensive to install,
safety measures interfere with speed-
up. Under capitalism the interests
of large profits are better served by
paying meager compansation to the
injured worker than by taking the
precautions necessary to forestall the
killing or maiming of the workers
on the job.

fing and epithets. She has torn the
mask from all the right wing pre-
tenses of “progressive” leadership.
Her book is thus a powerful weapon
in the hands of the National Min-
ers Union and the fighting workers.
Finally, the book carries a vital de-
scription of how the Russian miners
live and organize and help to build
soclalism in the Soviet Union.

“Labor and Coal” can be secured
from the National Miners Union in
Pittsburgh, from the Workers Book
Shops or from International Pub-

lishers, 381—4th Avenue, New York
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