‘When Walt Carmon and I stepped
ff -the Polar Arrow train at Med-
vezhaya Gora on the Kiroff RR.,
we were met at the station by Com-

jon controllihg the Canal and the
surrounding industries, and of which
ve were the guests in viewing the
Canal, Our first experience was in
ooking over Medvezhaya Gora, the
Southern terminus_of the Canal.

This is an interesting place. In
he heart of an important lumber
ountry, most of its houses are of
og construction, many of them be-
ng architecturally quite attractive.
The town is being rapidly rebuilt
nto a model Socialist city, with a
arge modern hotel, newspaper
plant, docks, apartments, parks, etc.
The night of our visit, the local
heatre was playing Schiller’s clas-
ic “Love and Intrigue.”

Close by the town, we visited two
jovkhoses ' conducted by the Com-
bipat. Here we found an exten-
sive ‘and - scientific cultivation of
plack ‘fox, sable and other valuable
fur bearing animals. Besides, there
were many acres under  glass .of
jomatoes, cucumbers, watermelons
and other vegetables exotic to this
nigh Northern climate. These sov-
khoses gave an indication of how
arctic towns in the future will solve’
their food problems.

The Canal

Embarking on the steamer Xarl
Mux in company with 118 students

——— ———

mmmmu.uz.whom
enjoying a month’s trip as a prem-
ium for work well done, we reached
the mouth of the Canal after a 2%
hours’ sail on Lake Onegin, After
visiting the local Canal museum and

other points of interest, we began|

to pass through the Canal itself.

Right at the start we encountered |

several locks. There are no less
than 32 of these altogether. They
raise the Canal level 350 feet, or
several times higher than the Pan-
ama Canal. I was amazed at the
magnitude of these locks and spill~
ways. Not long ago I passed through
the Panama Canal and it was plain
to see that the:Stalin Canal was
& much bigger and more cmw
cated engineering job.

- And whereas it took 11
build the Panama

Canal,
and rivers that form its base, and

with stops at various logging
route.: The surrounding

country was a wilderness of woods,
raw and undeveloped. The stu-
hour after hour, As for
never ceased wondering
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how such a tremendous enginéering
&u&amﬂmﬂmﬂym

accomplished in less than two
years. It was a vivid example of
the meaning of the term, “Bolshe-
vik tempo.” :

Former Boy Walfs
A most interesting interlude in
the journey was & several hours’
halt at Naddvoytse, about midway
along the canal. Hee, in & most
beautiful place, is located a colony
of former boy walfs, or “bezpri-
sorny.” Ireuwmbuthelmt thrill
years ago I saw
the n film, “The Road
to Life” before eyes in reality.
- guide, Comrade Zakharoff,

Director of the Combinat,

aii

We were’ greatly tnt.emted in

Comrade Krassnov, the 16-year old | §

president of the boys’ Soviet. Ounly

18 _months before a member of a| iy

criminals, he had now become an
ardent revolutionist | and miflitant
political leader. Inteliigent and en-

everybody connected with

ergetic,

this scheol management believes he
has in him the making of a strong
political figure. He was very pleased
to write for our Pioneers’ paper a|

Mnt to American boys lld gn'h
We ' left Naddvoytse t.hm'o
thrilled. f

Shorocky

On the second day out the “Karl
Marx"”: reached Shorocky en ' the
White Sea, Northern terminhus of
the canal. Here we bade ggodsbye
to our student friends, first spéak-
ing & while to them on the Ahur
ifcan situation, in which they|
played a keen and intelligent in
est. Then, conducted by Oonu*de
Rubtsov, head of the Shorocky: port
construction, we started out té
t.hekctty and the port development

Shorocky is now a small uﬁm.
but the plan calls for its id:
transformation into a large cf
Rubstov told us that it was to
bullt into the biggest city of the
Boviet North within the next féw
years and the extensive buildirg| .
going on dovetailed with this fore-

K2
S

William Z. Foster, now in Mos-
cow as a delegate to the Seventh
World Congress of the Comintern,

A Soviet lumber camp in the
timber country tapped by the
Stalin White Sea—~Baltic tmll.
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cast. ‘Especially important was the |
extensive work in the harbor, which |
we inspected by motor boat. Bev-|
era] great dredges were at work|
digging a channel out to sea and
using the dtedged soil to make|
many acres of new docks. The whole |
thing, with the usual speed, must |
be completed by next year.

Rubtsov is a real live wire, like |
those in charge of all these develop- l
ments. He was filled with enthu-|
siasm and energy. One of the most |
interesting things on our trip was|

st,o hear the different heads from |

| the various centers, speak of their!
achievements, good-naturedly|
boasting of how their plants and |
cities were outstripping their nelzh-l

| bors. Manifestly, Soclalist competi- |
¥:1 tion, by creating a comradely ri-|

valry, is doing much to- stimulate

- production,

Murmansk

Leaving Shorocky, azgain on ihe
Polar” Arrow, of the Kiroff Rail-

H road, we went northward through|
£ the timbered country tapped by the|
Stalin Canal up to Murmansk. This | .

®eity, lying on the edge of the Polar

| Bea; is about 250 miles above- the

l.rcﬂc Circle and 1,000 miles north |
oz unlngrad Murmansk, an open
port in winter because it is reached -

I! by the Gulf Stream, is highly im- |

partam from a commercial and

mﬁlm-y standpoint.” It was a stra-
tegic point of attack during the im-

|| perialist armed intervention against

thé;U‘ 8. 8. R. in 1918-1920, for-
eigh troops, including American, |
capfuring the city and penetnunzx
as ﬂ;r ‘south as Shorocky.

wo were shown about the Mur- |
mansk. hydro-electric works by the |
exceédmsly active “Nachalnik" or|
head=man, Comrade Laptejev. He
g!owed with pride at their achieve-
ment§ ahd he stated that we were |
the first Americans ever to have|

4 visited tHe job. We were astounded |

at the whole const:uction works, !
which: gave us a glimpse of the

| gigantic industrial advance that is|

now béing made in the U. 8. 8. R.|
At midhight, in broad daylight, we |

{ drove Back to our hotel, “The Arc-|

ticd.” i Murmansk, preparatory to
beginnifig-on the morrow our long
trip back to
Moscowg Altogether our 10 days
visit tozthe Stalin Canal and its|
comiguosls ter:itory had been pro-
foundly ?neruunc stimulating and
educnt'ogu




