Foster Brands Dies as War Monger;
Assails ‘Visit' by Agents in Chicago

By Sender Garlin

+ “The ‘visit' of Communist Par-
ty headquarters in Chicago by
agents of the Dies Committee shows
that this un-American group is los-
ing no time in attempting to carry
out its threat to illegalize the Com-
munist Party of the United States,”
Willilam Z. Foster, national chair-
man of the Party declared yester-
day.

Foster, who had just returned
from Washington, provided some il-
luminating footnotes and colorful
sidelights on the Dies Committee
before which he appeared as an
all-day witness last Friday.

Returning with him was Joseph
R. Brodsky, outstanding New York
labor attorrey, who acted as Fos-
ter's councel at the hearings.

“None but those blinded ty hatred
of the Communist Party and all that
it represents,” Mr. Brodsky observed,
“could fail but be impre'scd by the
militant, straightforward and in-
telligent stand of Foster before the
Committee. His countless friends
throughout the country must have
been gratified at the strength and
vigor which Foster displayed in the
face of the gruelling examination
to which his inquisitors subjected
him.” Bredsky had in mind the
heart attack which Foster suffered
during his Presidential campaign in
1932. the after-effects of which he
suffered for several years.

“The Dies Commitiee,” Foster de-
clared. “is supposed to be an im-
partial board of inquiry, a fact-
finding committee. As a matter of
fact—certainly as far as the Com-
munists are concerned—it acted as
a lynching party. And Dies of
Texas. of course, ought to know
something about lynch tactics ™

“The whole manner and method
of the Dies Committee.” Foster add-
ed. “showed that it did not want
to find out the truth about Com-
munist policy or Communist ac-
tivity. On the contrary, it used
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every means in its power to prevent

—-if pcsaible—bringing out the rezl
facts as to what the Communi-t
Party is and what it is doing.”

Foster added that the only way
he could get in specific statements
about “the realitles of the Party”
was in the face of the chairman's
gavel.

It is instructive, Foster asserted.
to contrast this treatment with the
care sing attitude toward Gitlow,
Zack, Dubrowsky and other such
characters who were not only per-
mitted but encouraged to make
every kind of malicious and fan-
tastic charge against the Soviet
Government and the Communist
Party of the United States—at great
ength and without any responsi-
bility for what they were saying.

Foster was emphatic in denying
and repudiating the preposterous
claimms of Gitlow before the Dies
Committee that he was at one time
Secrctary of the CPUSA. “That
lying assertion.” the Communist
leader stated, “was on par with
scores of other fictitious statements
made before the Die; Committee.

“One of their central points, sain
Foster, “was to try to make i ap-
pear that the Communist Interne.

tional-was a super-centralized or-
ganization, and that the Commu-
nist Party of the United States
simply jumped at its commana.

“The Dies Committee tried the
polize court method of the ‘yes’ or
‘no’ answer on this, too. After bat-
ting against the chairman's gavel
I was finally permitted to explain
the real relationship between our
Party and the other Parties afil-
ated with the Communist Interna-

tional. and show the malicious
stupidity of .the ‘Moscow orders
legend.”

Foster added that the Dies Com-
mittee was very anxious to discredic
the Party on the Soviet - German
non-aggression pact. They thought
they'd have a fleld day shooting
into me on this issue. Someone on
the Committee—I don't recall a:
the moment just who it was—made
the claim that 8talin was cooperat-
ing with Hitler. I denied thls an1
said that the Russians had stoppet
Hitler in the East and had broken
up the fascist axis. And I added
that even conservative British
statesmen are being forced to rec-
ognize this as a fact, an observa-
tion, inidentally, which was borue
out a day or two later by Winston
Churchill's radio speech.”

By all accounts, one of the high
points of the session at which Fos-
ter testified was the Committee's
almost fanatical interest in the sub-
ject of Revolution.

Says Foster:

“They asked me if I believed ir
the program of the C.I., and when
I replled in the affirmative, they
produced — with a great air of
triumph — my book published In
1932, ‘Toward a Soviet America.
Once again they demanded ‘yes’ or
‘no’ answers to questions of revu-
lution, violence, etc. I refused wo
answer the questions in this way.
1 declared that I was perfe-tly wiil-
ing to answer any and all of their
questions — but that .I insisted on
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