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THE SOVIET UNFON AND THE WAR

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER
National Chairman,
Communist Party, U. §. A.

Following is the text of Willlsm
Z. Foster's speech, “The Soviet
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fts doors, when it was clear thet
the British and Prench govern-
ments had n® only rejected the

Now let us see by the tast of
life itself which of these charse-
terizations is correct: whether the
Soviet Union's attitude towards
the war constitules a soclalist
pesce policy or of an imperialist
war, and also whether or not it
dovitails with the sts of the
world's tolling masses In order
to do this it will be necemmry to
consider the various elements that
constitute the Boviet pesce policy
as a whole.

First, let us estimate the long
struggle of the masses In the
various countries to prevent the
war. Burely here was a Boclalist
task of first magnitude—to halt
the outbreak of hostilities—and
no honest person can deny that
the Soviet Union was the world
leader in this struggle.

Ever since the Boviet Govern-
ment was o&ganised in 1917 it has
pursued an active peace policy,
repeatedly proposing complete or
partial disarmament, of the vari-
ous governments. only to meet
with fist rejection from the cap-
ftalist countries. and especially
when the present war loomed.,
after the rise of Hitler, the
UBBR. in line with the Com-
intern and the Communist Par-
tie: of all countries. intensified
its efforts to hold back the threat-
ening slaughter. The Soviet
Union's plan to prevent war was
to create a peace front of all the
democratic countries and thereby
bring the fascist aggressors to a
stard-still. This was the policy
of collective security. Obviously,
however, imperiali‘th iike Chiam=
ber'sin and Daladier would never
of thelr own volit!sn support
sveh an internationel front in de-
fens» of peace and democracy.
henze an additioral phase of the
Communist neace policy in the
vsriour rourkries was the forma-
tion of Pecples’ Front Peace-Anti-
fasciet movement strong enough
o democratize their respective
governments and give them a
genuine peace policy, or to bring
such pressur: to bear upon the
government: as to force them into
a policy of collaboration with the
UBSR. to maintain world pesce.
The international peace front and
the Peoples’ Front movements in
the several countries were the two
great sides of the Communist
world peace policy.
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‘This policy of collective security
undoubtedly delayed the outbreak
of the war, and {f it did not pre-
vent the war altogether, the re-
sponsibility, therefore, rests not
only upon imperislists like Cham-
berlain and Daladier, but *espe-
clally upon the Social-Democrats,
Trotskyite; and also many oon-
fused liberals. These people fought
against the Peoples’ Pront In
every country and they bitterly
opposed applying the policy of
collective security in the crises
around Ethiopia, 8pain, Austria,
Crechoslovakia, étc. If the war
finally was precipitated by the
imperialist powers, certainly the
8oviet government must be cred-
ited with doing everything hu-
manly possible to prevent it. It
fought ¢0 hard for pesce that it
had all the fascist aggressors Hned
up against it; it gave active as-
sistance to China, Spain, and oth-
er victims of lascist invasion. It
was only when war was right at

peace front, but
were following the hostile policy
of seeking to induce Hitler, with
their active backing. to attack the
B8ovist Unjon, that the Soviet Gov-
ernment dimsnciated itsell from
them, signed the non-eggremsian
pact with Oermany, and assumed
the position of neutrality which
it now occupies.

Ouwrtainly, the grest struggle of
the Boviet Government to pre-
vent the war was a Soclalist pol-
fcy and one that truly corre-
sponded to the interests of the
tolling masses not only in the
8oviet Union, but all over the
world. Above all these masses
wanted to prevent the outbreak
of the war. The Boviet Govern-
ment acted as their world spokes-
man end champion; hence to
characterize its policy as impe-
rislist 18 to commit the gromsest
distortion of reality and to do
the wolk.of . Zetos

workers all over the world? To
denounce as imparialistic a gov-
ernment carrying on this gigantic
and fundamental work of prole-
tarian educetion, ss the 8ocial-
Demoerets and  related war-
mangw™ are doing, s a crime
against the inteuatinal warking
cass and Soclalism.

Prom its charectarimtion of the

%5
i
ik

i
g

:
!
g

§

E
:
s

)
i

T
T

3
:
3

i

;

United Btatesl It is the
pertalists, in first line the British
and Prench goveraments. that are
insisting upon continuing the war,
not the common people. The 8o-
viet Qover t. in its & d

Espacially we iIn the United

side of the Soviet end (

joct that it was the Communists

as a great victory for peace. And
when ghe Munich betrayal was
carried through it is also yery
significant that the Soviet Gov-
ernment was absent from the
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But the war broke out, in spite
of the Boviet Government's efforts
to stop it. 80 now let us look
briefly at the Boviet pclicy toward
the war thst is here and see
whether or not this policy is. as
Dimitroff says, a eocialist policy

which coincides with the interests |
| Munich, and we would be the last

of tollers in every country.

.

Obvioualy, the first and most
basic need of the tolling masses of
the world who are ccnfronted by
the present war is t0 know what
kind of a wor it is; whetber it is
a just war which they must sup-
port, or an unjust war which they
must oppose. To answer this
grest quasiian the Chamberlains

| and Daladiers rush to tell us that

it 15 a just war, a war “for democ-
mcy” and to abolish Higeriam,
and their Boclal-Democratic
hangers-cn second their motion
and try to get the workers to en-
dorse the sisughter. Hitler, In
Germany. also defends war-
making with similar hypacrisy.

The Soviet Oovernment's spokes- |

men, however, true to the 8ocial-
ist interests of the world's work-
ers, have exploded these mon-
strous les. Categcrically they
have pronounced the war an un-

just war, an imperialist war, a
ruthless struggle between im-
perialist powers: that, both
sides are equally guilty for

the wsr; that both are struggling
for markets, raw materials and
hegemony over the world; that it
is in Do sense a struggle for de-
mocracy and against Hitlerism.

.Stalin,, Molotov and other Soviet

leaders, as well as the spokezmen
for the Communist International
and the Communist Parties in all
oountries, are telling the people
of the world that the tolling
vasses have no interest in this
-aperialist war; that it can bring
them notbing but oppresaion. suf-
fering and death. And their
words of enlightenment, sspecially
through the speeches of Mol:tov,
are reaching tens and hundreds
of milllons of workers and other
toilers all over the world.

Who can dispute, therefore, that

parialista saw to it that it was
kept out. They knew full well
that if the Boviet repreasntatives
had been present the Impurialists
would never have been able to put
acrces their betraysl. No, we
Oompnmunists do not want another

to propae policies leading in that
directian.

If the Hitlers, Chamberlains
and Daladier are allowed to dic-
tate the eventual pesce terma
they will despite thetr present
glib prumims of a just peace,
write a much worse one even

than either Munich or Versailles.
The victoriow imperialista would |
inevitably cut the defeated coun-
tries to plecem, and thus lay the ‘
basis for new miserias and fresh
wars. The only guarantee of a |
just and enduring pesce will be a
powerful Boviet Guvernment at
the pesce table, backed up by ‘
hundreds of millians of tollers all
over the world. When the even- |
tus] settlement of this war comes,
if European capitaliam is still in-
tact, we may be certain that the
Scviet Union. true to its role as
world BSocialist lesder, will be
fighting against the imperialists
for a peace program which rep- |
resents the interests not only of
ita own 183,000000 people, but
also of the whole body of work-
ing people in every country. The
Soviet's psace policy 1s a Social-
ist policy, one which ooincides
with the interests of the workers
everywhere. b
°

This brings us to the next basic
feature of the Boviet's peace pol«
icy. This is that, obviously, while
we are struggling to bring the war
to an end, a great world Socialist
task at this time is to prevent the
war from spreading, from engulf-
ing other populations in the use-
less butchery. Here again the 8o-
viet Government, true to its So-
clalist charscter, has given the
tolling massas of the world the
correct lead by its policy of lo-
calizing the war. The Non-Ag-

in thus charactarizsing the war as
imperislist, and teaching the
masses their true re-

gremsion Pact b the Boviet
Unicn and Germany was of enor-
mous service in restricting the

garding it, the leaders of the So-
viet Government and the Comin-
tern are follcwing a truly Social-
ist policy. and that they thereby
are doing a gigantic service to the

on of the war. Without
this Pact doubtless many addi-
tional countries would now be in
the war. And all the U. 8. 8. R.s
efforts are directed toward pre-
venting the war from spreading.

y outbursés. The
States should bear In mind the | psacé policy that 1 wiah to #m- | Pranco-German War of 1870 pro-
grest lesson of ihe efforts of the | phastss In anslyzing the Com- | duced the Paris Commune, the
Boviet Oovernownt and the Com- tn tc the | first Socialist governmant. the
intern to Jocalise the wai. Con- | war. This is the fund 1 Russo-J| War of- 1908 cul-
cretely, this means that on behalf | matter of strengWwnix the 4 d in the first Rumian
of the Interest of our own people. | world fight for The ; and the World War
s Wil s fn the sense of our | present (mperalist war cansti- | of 1914 gave birth to the prasent
common interests with the work- | tutes a grest crisis of interna- | Sovist Union, exteuding over one-
ors in other countries, we must do | tional capitaltam, of which the | sixth of the globe. It s safe to
everything humanly possidle to | protectad induwstrial crees of | say, therefore, that the present prove !
keep the United Btates out of the | recent years, the growth of fas- | far-reaching crisis of capitalism the peace; we must defend
(mperialist war. At the present | clam. and the ewwad of war | will result in a big sprend of | peace policy of the Soviet Gov- WWM&M ‘
time the imperialist forees in this | throafant the world are but o | exialion Inded. the world for- | emment, and of the Communist | from the profitene ar oo
country are pushing this country | many cgwwmian. It all signifies | Gem of mcdallam. (b BSoviet | International and its affiliated mmw:-—‘
toward the brink. thet the eapftalet mysiem is | Union, Nas already taken e | Commanist Parties, fs & socialiet | irade wen o ied nto
The Romeveit Administration | breaking 6own and prepaning | leed in the world pecemssry ek | policy, ene that coineldes with muu'mn-m‘
adopts & more and wmore warlike | place for the growth of Bacial- | of building SBo=ialism. It has Ub- | the interests of the masses all masses Anﬂbm;-‘
policy. The lifting of the arms | lsm as the new world order. The | trated a dosen millons of oD~ | the world, mmm-'ma&dmmmwdﬁﬁ
embargo was a long step toward | Communists alone are tesching | prewed Ukrainisns and White ment's long fight to prevent the | Communist Party, prevent ~,6,
getting us into the war. And eo | fhe . these fund tal | R what was 0008 resc- | war; its sctive support of China, mdw\zmﬁ”‘-
is the war hysteris created by the | truths and showing them thal Uonary Poland; it has strength- mmmmum'wmmmum'uﬂ
Dies Committee and mstry other | only in Sudaliem can they find | ened itself enormously in the | aggremo: its charactertmtion of mmdwnud
war propagands instraments. The li_ll'nlh{lmICIMumm- Baltiz and Balkan areas; its posi- m'uumm:-t.mlmpc-'mmmuuw..n
vicious attacks now being tng end miseries of | ton in Par East has been | rialist war; its premnt demand | run by the resctionana it vould
toward the Cammunist Purty, | capl vastly improved and it has come fﬂ"-"im'w”hﬂl""mummmm"“
especially the arrest of Oumrade Uadoubtadly there will be a big | forth Uemendously'ss & POWET | the war: its fight to spare the | attacks would thresten the whole
Browder on trumped-up charges. | growth of Sccialist sentiment as | on a world scale. To condemn mames from the hardships of the | system of American democracy. ‘i‘
are an attempt to strip the masses =& result of the present war. The | this i tal strengthent war; its fight for the sirengthen- | . this ¢ of J y
of our country of thelr civll lib- | mases will not experience the | of the whole position of interna- | ing of soclalism—all these eie- | tne so i e o e
erties in order to make them | tertors and hardships of this | tional axialiun ss imperialistic 1s | ments of the Boviet's pesce policy munmnn.t:m .ﬂ'-"
helpless before the advance of the | wholessle butchery trn- | to turn reality on ita head and to | taken singly and together. con- | are going  thetr wiater h
war-mongers. And sspecially sin- | ing against the social system re- | walk right into the t-ap of the | stitute a socialist policy —one that They are figh & .S I:::-. 1
fster s the grcwing anti-S8oviet | sponsible for it. If the capitalisis | capitalists who are trying to or- | expresses the Interests of the ests of the nu:o; all .-"‘:
agitation, one of the main war | dare to keep this war long going | ganise a general war against the tdlh(m-um“enmmuy‘mmw““
alms of the imperialists of this | on it will be at the peril of the | USSR. on the face of the globe, as well | ...4, Clear hhﬂylﬂdeﬂ-r:‘
country being to draw the United | system of capitalism. and of their At present the 8ocialist strangth- | as those in the USSR :m’ Iht;“m len‘npbﬁ_’l
States into a war against the So- tablish of a socialist Eu- | ening of the Soviet Unioco in the “Prom all this it is clear that best traditions of Marx, ““;}
viet Union. Obviously we must | rope. Baltic is being insolently resisted we workers in this country should | Lantn and Stalin M'l'."‘
know how to block all these at- | The grest wars of the past two | by Pinland This countsy, €ver | back up the peace policy of the | should rally o the suppart of cur
tempts te involve this country in | generations have all cimaxed in | aince its foundation 20 years ago, | Soviet QGovernment and of the 4

the war, and all this is quite in
line with the Scviet's peace policy.
[ ]

Prom the fareguing it is clear
that the policy of the Soviet
Government (o localise the war o

fteers who are sucking ‘the life-
blood out cf the various peoples.
They are. leading, furthermare, a
fight in defense of the masses’

civil rights; for not only in the

warring countries, but also in the
neutral capitalist countries the
governments are stripping the
masses of their democratio rights.

| Aguinst all these things the Com-
| munists have spoken out loud and

clear, for all the wcrid to hear.
An impartant feature of this gen-
eral phase of Cammunist policy to
protect the maases from the hard-
ships of the war is the Soviet
QGovernment's recent  protest
against the British blockade con-
traband list. This list, by making
subject to seisure at sea the main
neceasities of life, whether in bel-
ligerent or neutral ships, throws
unspeakable privaticns upon chil-
dren, the aged, the sick, pot only
in the belligerent countries but
also in European neutral lands.
Hence, when the Soviet Govern-
ment, in the name of European
peoples generally, protests against
this barbarity, it performs a great
world Soclalist duty. And the im-
perialist war-makers will do well
to hearken to this protest against
the starvation cf the peoples. The
masses of Burope are not going to
tamely submit to wholesale star-
vation through the British block-
ade. Their cry for food will
eventually become a revolutionary
demand. one that may well sweep
before it many Eurcpean capital-
ist governments if this outrageous
war iz prolonged.

There is still another great

into line.

Every cent is vital.

financial needs rise with the fever line of history.

moment is important when history takes gigantic leaps.

on war and imperialism to the masses of people.

Complete the drive within the next few weeks!

Every Party member active in the financial campaign!
Finish the job!

Sections that went over the top:

after 100 days..

HE HUNDRED DAYS ARE OVER. On this, the day after, we

review our accomplishments in the financial campaign.

First, let the figures speak. They reveal that we raised over $117,000
in less than 15 weeks. This is nearly $30,000 more than was raised in
a comparable period last year. The sustained weekly average of $15,000 :

for the past seven weeks is also a record. And so were two $22,000 weeks.

It is a splendid job—but not a finished one. We are still $80,000

* short of our $250,000 goal.
budget irreducible. Remember, our state budget was formulated before
the outbreak of the second imperialist war.

Every item in the

And it is plain that our

Hence, the drive is being extended. We are out to finish the job.

Speed is essential. Every day is underlined with shell-fire. Every
hour is filled with the ugly screams of disintegrating capitalism. Every

Our campaign must be intensified to keep pace with events. Fi-
nances are organization. The best and most correct policies are worth
only as much as the persons and organizations which carry them out

Speed the financial drive so that we can bring our position



