


























upon the present vicious attacks being made against the Negro
people. Discrimination against Negro workers and veterans,
and specially the ferocious lynchings in the South, are rapidly
increasing, yet the trade unions are doing very little to halt
this outrageous persecution. This is a big mistake, for which, if
it is continued, labor will pay dearly. Reactionary Republican
demagogues, promising relief to the Negroes, are urying to win
their support in the 1948 elections, and not without some suc-
cess. The Negroes, occupying a highly strategic position in
many doubtful northern states, constitute a progressive [orce
that labor cannot possibly afford to lose. Trade unionists must
learn the elementary lesson that persecution of the Negroes is
a blood brother to the Talt-Hartley law, and that both of these
constitute blows of the reactionaries against American democ-
racy in general. Negro rights are just as vital as trade union
rights, and they must be no less militantly defended by the
entire labor movement.

LABOR CANNOT RELY ON THE TWO OLD PARTIES

In addition to uniting the labor movement, to putting a stop
to suicidal red-baiting, to developing a democratic peace
policy, and to defending the rights of the harrassed Negro
people, as indicated ‘above, there are many other steps labor
must take to modernize itself, to develop its full fighting force,
and equip itself to defeat the fascist-like attacks being de-
livered against it by the powerful Wall Street capitalists.
Among them these steps may be mentioned: (1) the develop-
ment of a broad economic program, conceived in the interest
of the whole American people and covering such matters as
wages, prices, taxes, [oreign loans, government expenditures,
etc,, a program which would lend great strength to organized
labor's position in the nation; (2) the building of a strong
trade union youth movement; (3) the development of a broad
organization of women workers; (4) a drastic betterment of
the trade union press, radio, and general educational activities;
and () most important of all, the abandonment of the prac-
tice of parrot-like repetition of the capitalist free-enterprise
slogans of the N.A.M. Organized labor must begin to think for
itself, which can only be in a Marxian sense,
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TRUMAN HELPING PUT OVER WALL STREET'S PROGRAM

President Truman was largely responsible for the passage
of the fascist-like Taft-Hartley slave labor bill. He helped
to prepare the ground for it by creating anti-union senti-
ment in the country, by ruthlessly smashing the national
strikes of the coal miners and railroad workers, and by
clamoring for Congressional legislation to curb the labor
unions. He could have defeated the Taft-Hartley bill had
he utilized his leadership to mobilize the Democrats in Con-
gress to vote against it. But he did not do this. Instead he
worked both ends against the middle. He played up to the
employers by letting the bill go through, and he fooled many
gullible labor men by his formal veto of the bill. Roosevelt's
former Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes, correctly
exposed the tricky Truman policy, in the New York Post of
June go:

“The evidence is clear that President Truman wanted
to have a chance to veto the Taft-Hartley bill, but he also
wanted the bill passed over his veto. The Democrats might
have made the veto stick if they had really tried. In other
words, the Administration was playing politics instead of
fighting for labor.”

The Democratic Party reactionaries are grooming Truman
for .their Presidential candidate for 1948, figuring that with
his phony veto of the Taft-Hartley bill he has gotten the
workers’ votes in the bag. But organized labor should serve
notice upon the Democratic king-makers that under no cir-
cumstances will the workers accept Truman as their candi-
date. In the most emphatic manner they should demand
that the Democratic Party nominate an acceptable progres-
sive, under the threat that otherwise they will put their
own candidate in the field. A choice beween a Democratic
Truman and a Republican Dewey would be only a choice
between a slower or a faster march toward reaction and
fascism.

In any event, whether the Democratic Party nominates a
progressive candidate or not, the workers and other demo-
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