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The Japanese Mass Movement

By William Z. Foster

THE DEEP SOCIAL UPHEAVAL NOW go-
ing on among the toiling masses of
Japan bears a distinct relationship
© the tremendous upheavals that
are taking place among the masses
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and
Latin America. The characteristic of
the struggle of these peoples is that
they are fighting militantly to free
themselves from the enslavement
which they have long suffered at the
hands of the imperialists of various
nations. The present Japanese mass
struggle is also basically anti-impe-
nalist, being directed against Japan-
ese imperialists and feudalists, and
especially against the United States
imperialists, who are trying to re-
duce the country to a war puppet
and to a deep dependence.

The tremendous mass movement
of the Japanese people is a powerful
protest against the A-bombs, rockets,
U2's, military bases, and other
deadly policies with which the
United States has loaded Japan,
greatly increasing the war danger
and robbing Japan of its national
sovereignty. But beyond this, it is a
struggle to abolish the prevailing re-
ationary regime and to establish a
democratic system, probably in the
form of a Left-wing coalition gov-
emment. This is the hope of the
battling masses, and the dread of the
Japanese and American imperialists.
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THE HARD PAST OF
THE JAPANESE
WORKING PEOPLE

Japan has some 95,000,000 people.
It is heavily crowded, being some-
what smaller than California. Tokyo
is the largest city in the world, with
some ten midlion inhabitants. There
are 14,000,000 industrial workers in
Japan. It has been the fate of the
Japanese working masses to have had
a particularly difficult past, which has
much to do with steeling them for
their present bitter fights. For about
three or four thousand years (until
their incomplete revolution of 1868)
they suffered the extreme hardships
of peculiarly raw Japanese feudalism.
One of the central features of this
reactionary regime was the Emperor
system. In the Japanese variety of
this generally vicious type of ruler,
the Emperor was the Sun-God—no
less—and the common people dared
not even look at him except upon
pain of death. And this political
monster, thanks to American inter-
ference, still sits upon the throne of
Japan. Now, however, with his
wings clipped, he is reduced to being
“the symbol of the state.” Left to
themselves, the aroused Japanese
people, in the early post-war period,
would have given short shrift, as a
war criminal, to this archaic hang-
over from the worst feudalism.

































