For a Sharper Struggle Against
Reformism
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rlh .ttempt to railroad nine innocert legro

bovs ra death through the trame-up trial st
cottsboro wAS correctly met by the Commurnist
sarty witn a nation-wide cheallenge and seized
ipo1; as the bBest means to arouse the fighting
pirit, to bring out the political activity ot the
‘vegro masgses and to start a tide of organiza-
tion and resistance to the offensive of the cap-
talists ynd Southern landiords against the Ne-

rorkers, poor farmer# and share-croppers

The Farty’s correct entrance 1nto this cam-
paign met with @ degree of %fuccess Which has
c»used our iworst enemies (for example, Howard
Kester of the pacifist “Fellowship of Reconcilia-
son”) to report that “it 18 no longer true” that
Communism i3 a “relatively unknown term
imong the Negroes,” and that the Communist
Party’s “activity among rural Negroes'" has ‘“fuc-
ceeded in arousing many hitherto despondent
nd lethargic spirits” and that the Communists
are winning adherents everywhere.”

4 new turn of sharper attention of the Party

ward Negro work, as a direct result of the
ork of the Party and the revolutionary mass
organizations 1n the Scottsboro campaign, and
1 generai stimulation of its agitational Megro
,ork. haye directly drawn many thousands of
wegru workers under the influence of the Party
and syinpathetic organization#. It has laid the
{irst proletarian foundations of the Communist
party amcng the Negroes in the Southern states.

(one of the most outstanding achievements in
he campiiign has been the drawing in for the
firit time of large masses of white workers in
rupport of the struggle for Negro Rights.

The Scottsboro campaign hag also succeeded
in .making mugh clearer than at any previous
perledd the treachery of the Negro bourgeoisie
and Wegro reformist organizations in the strug-
gles of the Negro masses, and their alliance with
12 ali'e ruling class lynchers.

Betrayers Temporarily Demoralized.

I:e¢ mick reaction of the Party and revolu-
iohary mass organizations to the Scottsboro
case. thie rapid mobilization of a mass move-
.nent in defense of the Scottsboro boys, the tre-
nendous enthusiasm ot the movement, pro-
foundly influenced the rank and file following
ci the Negro reformist organizations. The sud-
denmuess and force of the impact of this move-
ment against the Negro reformist—white liberal
oloc in the Natlonal Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People—caused a temporary
demorg lizatiesn within the top leadership of this
arganization, which was reflected in the treach-
arous silence of the N.A.A.CP. A sham battle
‘wliowed. the substance of which was really how
best to betray the masses in the Scotisboro
struggle. This was refiected in the “left criti-
ci:m against the N, A A, C. P. leadership by
Fezro parers ot definite bourgeols cuaracter,
ucn as the Cliicago Defender, Amsterdam News,
'tc., the ‘misunderstanding” inn -3¢ executive
scaffs of the N.ALACP., otc.

Tr# role of the Negro reforinists was to serve
as a shield for the white ruling class lynchers,
whose murderous jutentions ere thwarted by
rlie wiae rnass movement developed by the Party
Their strategy was the following: with the help
uf the white slave drivers, to get hold of the
lecal defense and through employing the most
dasturdly demzzogy to confuse the masses and
isolate the Communist forces, and in this man-
ner prepare the way for the legal lynching ot
he boys. Direct proofs of this intention were
1alter White's secret letters to tne Negro press,
vicious attacks upon the Communist Party, the
collaboration of the N.A.A.C.P. leadership with
‘he Southern hangmen in the torturing of the
hoys in jail in an effort to force them to de-
nounce the LL.D. defense and accept the N. A.

C. P, etc.

Forved tu Make ‘“Left” Maneuver.

twend with the militant mass movement and
veaRer:ing prestige, the bourgeois reformists, in
»weder (0 carry out their policy of treachery, were
torced to execute a “left” maneuver. William
Pickeny, field secretary of the N.A.A.C.P.,, made
4 fake »ndorsement of the I.L.D. campaign, sup-
ported by the group around the Chicago De-

An Infamous Socialist
Hypocrisy
Editorial from "M-t:l_l;; Obrer(.\.” Central

| Organ, ('ommunist Party of Spain, Dec. 29,
1231, Translated by Harrison George.

| mIE province of Badajoz. A general strike.
The Governor saying that it violates the
law of the “Defense of the Republic.”

And Margarita Nelkin, soclalist deputy for

the province in parliament, writing in ¢The

| Soc.alist,” subsidized by the Yankee telephone
company, laments hypocritically:

. a province where the landlords leave
tneir iynd unplowed despite decrees punish-
itz such agtion; where they are able, without
any risk to themselves, to kill fruit trees in
order to put an end to tlie principal industry
of the region; where, meanwhile starving un-
employed who steal a handful of fruits are
‘hot aown by machine guns, herds of pigs
are turned into the orchards to eat olives;
where the workers are denied work and are
told wo ‘ask the republic for something to
eatt "y . etc, etc.

Ail this s true,

All this and much more occurs 1n all 8pain,
and not only in the province of .Badajoz.

But, are there not three soclalist ministers
in the government since hte heginning of the
republic?

But, are there not in the¢ parliament more
than one handred sacialist deputies?

But, does not the government arrive at de-
ci‘ons gnanimousty?

Cut, does not the Civil Guard that ‘shonts
down starving unemplovec get the support
of a government in which ar® three socialist
ninisters?

But, are not those landowners protected by

the government in which there are three so- |

¢

—e

fender. The role or Pickens was to place him-
self at the head of the opposition of the masses
o the official bourgeois reformist leadership so
as to head the movement in order to behead i,
and lead the rebelllous masses back under the
leadership of the reactionary reformists. The
sudden about-face of Pickens and the sharp
change of the Chicago Defender, which took
place subsequently, were signals for the aeser-
tion of sections of the unstable petty-bourgeois
elements back to the fold of the official N, A.
A. C. P, leadersnhip.
Distortions of Party Line,

But although the policy of the Party as a
whole was correct in the Scottsboro campaign,
there were in certain instances distortions of
this policy along the line of fallure to expose
sufficiently the reformists and their petty-bour-
geois agents among the masses, preparing them
against the irfevitable betrayal. In a number of
articles in. the Daily Worker and Liberator de-
inite concessions ere made to the underestima-
tion of Negro retormism, eg. the printing by
the Daily—without cnticism—of Pickens' fake
endorsement of the campaign; the tendency to
blur over class differentiation among the Ne-
groes, as witnessed in the "Letter to Negro Ed-
itors” in the Liberator, the caption in the Dalily
Worker, “Negro papers join united front,” the
reference to the Chicago Defender as “an in-
fluential Negro paper with a circulation of
100,000,” etc., etc.

These distortions in policy reflected them-
selves 1n practice in the following ways:

The correct line of the Party calling for a
broad united front of the working class, black
and white, and of the masses of the Negro peo-
ple. on the basis of struggle for the immediate
and unconditional release of the Scottsboro vic-
tims, and accompanied by the sharpest exposure
of the Negro retormist and white liberal bloc of

. agents actively engaged in this case on behalf

of the bourgeois hangmen—this correct line laid
down at the beginning of the cammpaign was not
consistently carried out,

I'nited Front Incorrectly Carried Oui.

In nearly all districts of the Party, the cor-
rect line was sacrificed in an attempt to estah-
lish a “united front from the top,” as exem-
plified in the tendency to approach the Negro
masses, not through direct contact at the bottom,
but through the mediation of the petty-bour-
geols reformist leaders of the Negro organiza-
tions, Masconic lodges and especially through
obtaining the intercession of “friendly” Negro
preachers, and the giving of an inexcusable sub-
stantial position in Scottshoro conferences to the
Negro churches. S8Such opportiunist distortions
of the Party line resulted in such a condition
that the movement was placed to a consider-
able extent at the mercy of the petty-bourgeois
reformist and religious leaders to utilize their
opportunity to strike shattering blows at the
united front movement at the most critical mo-
wments, attempting to lead the masses back into
the camp of the supporters of the hangmen of
the Scottsboro victims. As a result there took
place in many instances a rapid deflation of
the organizational results of the campaign in
the districts—as witnessed by the liquidation of
the apperafus that had been set up by the local
Scottsboro conferences, the most glaring example
being the liquidation of the All-Southern 8cotts-
boro Defense Committee, which had been set up
at the Chattanooga Conference.

+  Other Glaring Errors In Campsign.

Glaring errors in the campaign were the fail-
ure to organize the masses on the basis of the
movement from the bottom and form rank and
file organizations in the form of block commit-
tees and groups of the League of Struggle for
Negro Rights and groups around the Liberator;
the failure to organize opposition of the rank
and file in the Negro mass organizations under
reformist influence, the insufficient building of
branches of the International Labor Defense,

The Scottsboro campaign was inadequately
linked up with the struggles for the immediate
demands of the Negro and white workers, poor
farmers and share-croppers, especially on the
economic field. The revolutionary trade unions
and unemployed councils did not take sufficient
part in the campaign.

There was also a failure to link up the 8cots-
boro struggle with the basic révolutionary de-
mands of the Negro masses, especially in the
South, and especially the demand for the right
of self-determination. The mass indignation
aroused by our campaign was insufficiently
utilized to stimulate struggles of the share-crop-
pers and poor farmers, and to crystallize or-
ganization in the agrarian districts.

Underestimation of Role of Negro Reformfixm,

The ideological basis of these mistakes and

| shortcomings in the Scottsboro campaign arose

from an underestimation of the class role of
Negro reformism, the failure to distinguish
clearly bctween the national reformist tendency
as based upon the Negro bourgeoiste, and its
alllance withi imperialist finance capital on the
one hand, and on the other hand the nationai-
Jevclutionary tenaency cf the Negrd masses

" #vgal the oppresston ot the white ruling classes.

Thir led to 8 tendenc? to lag at the tail of the
Negio  reformusts  and  their  petty-hourgeols
agents agohiz the masses, and consequantly to
blur over aur basic revolutionary demands, to
avoid the linking up of the campaign to save the
Scottsboro boys with the general and specitfic
economic and political demands of the masses.
In practice, this resulted in maneuvers of the
united front from the top, with the Negro re-
formists. This underestimation of the necessity
of struggling against Reforinism is clearly linked
up with the still existing lack of faith in the
Negro masses upon the part of certain sections
of the Party. v

Subsequent developments in the Secottsboro
campaign have exposed with startuling clarity the
reactionary role of Negro reformism, as repre-
sented by the M. A. A. C. P, etc, a8 the chief
bulwark of the slave-driving ruling class against
the Negro masscs. Conseéquently, the struggle
for the frcedom of the Scottsboro boys, against
lynching and for Ncgro rights, has as one of
its preconditions an intensified and sustatned
fight against Negro reformism.




