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REPLY TO THE LETTER OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE KOREAN AFFAIRS INSTITUTE
IN WASHINGTON

January 4, 1967

I have received your letter dated the 12th of November 1966.

I regard it as an expression of your efforts to promote our country’s
independent reunification.

In my letter of January 8, 1965 sent in reply to yours, | elucidated in
detail the stand of our Government on your proposal concerning the
problem of reunifying our country.

In your last letter you have now proposed, as an initial step to
promote reunification, the idea of setting up a coordinating
commission consisting of an equal number of representatives from
both sides and meeting in a non-aligned country which is free from the
influence of all the states concerned. In this regard, we recognize that it
has something in common with our stand to realize contacts and
negotiations between north and south. As is well known, we have
suggested more than once that representatives of north and south
Korea should meet in Seoul or Pyongyang or any other place which
both sides agree to. If the coordinating commission you proposed is set
up and representatives of north and south meet to negotiate on the
principle of independent reunification, it will be a step forward in
achieving the cause of national reunification.

Those who are worried about the future of the country and the
destiny of the nation must make the greatest efforts to explore every
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possibility to bring about the nationwide cause of doing away with the
tragedy of national division and reunifying the country.

We have consistently exerted, and are exerting, every possible
effort to achieve national reunification, the supreme task of the nation.

As is commonly known, we always start from the stand that the
reunification problem, an internal affair of our nation, should be solved
on the independent principle without interference from any outside
forces in a democratic and peaceful way.

The basic way of national reunification we have consistently
proposed is to establish a united and democratic central government by
means of free general elections throughout the north and the south
following the withdrawal of all foreign troops. In the postwar period
alone we advanced such a proposal repeatedly at the 1954 Geneva
conference for the peaceful solution of the Korean question and the
sessions of the Supreme People’s Assembly of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.

Our proposal presupposes the withdrawal of foreign troops. It is
self-evident that the nation’s independence and the masses’ freedom of
declaration of their intentions can not be ensured as long as foreign
troops occupy our territory.

In north Korea today there are no foreign troops. The question is to
make the US withdraw its army which is occupying south Korea in the
guise of “UN Forces”.

The north-south general elections must be conducted on the
condition that foreign troops should be withdrawn and all forms of
foreign interference removed, while the complete freedom of activities
of political parties as well as the liberties and rights of the masses are
fully guaranteed. It should be ensured that all political parties,
organizations and individuals can conduct political activities freely
anywhere in north and south Korea, that the people can see the realities
of the two regions without restraint and judge everything for
themselves, and that they can discuss at will which way to follow for
the independence and prosperity of the nation and make relevant
conclusions on their own.



If, on the basis of creation of these conditions, we hold general
elections in the north and the south in a way of universal, equal and
direct suffrage by secret ballot, we will be able to establish a united and
democratic government which fully reflects the general will of the
masses of all levels.

We firmly believe that this proposal is a most fair and reasonable
one, and today, too, we are doing our best to bring it about.

But, since this has not been put into effect, we put forward, in
August 1960, the idea of a Confederation of north and south Korea, as
a transitional step to restore the severed national bonds even before the
achievement of complete reunification. This idea of a Confederation is
meant to strengthen economic, cultural and social ties and cooperation
between the north and south of Korea, keeping the existing political
systems in both regions as they are for the time being. Although the
establishment of such a Confederation does not mean complete
reunification, it will open up a favourable phase in increasing
understanding between the north and the south and in promoting
national reunification.

We also proposed the establishment of economic and cultural
exchanges between the two parts, irrespective of the political problems,
S0 as to ease the people’s sufferings caused by partition and contribute to
the promotion of reunification, and we have repeatedly suggested the
opening up of travel between the north and the south and, to begin with,
the exchange of letters, with a view to meeting the earnest desire of
separated parents, wives, children, relatives and friends.

The Eighth Session of the Second Supreme People’s Assembly of
the DPRK held in November 1960 again discussed the problem of
facilitating the peaceful reunification of the country fully, and put
forward concrete ways and means with a written opinion on
establishing economic and cultural cooperation between north and
south Korea and promoting the independent development of national
economy in south Korea.

Converting the ceasefire into a lasting peace and easing the tense
situation prevailing between the north and the south is of primary
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importance in promoting national reunification. Therefore, we have
given this matter due consideration and have availed ourselves of a
number of opportunities, including the First and Sixth Sessions of the
Second Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK, to propose the
reduction of the troops of north and south Korea to 100,000 or less
respectively and the conclusion of an agreement on refraining from
recourse to force of arms against each other.

In addition, in order to lessen the south Korean people’s suffering
from hunger and poverty, we have many times proposed measures to
accept the unemployed and orphans in the north and thus ensure them
jobs and good living standards, provide the self-supporting students
with grants to enable them to study, and save those who are suffering.

We have not abandoned for even a moment our continuing efforts
for the independent reunification of the country.

In recent years alone, the Third Session of the Third Supreme
People’s Assembly of the DPRK held in March 1964 suggested, at the
initiative of our Government, that a joint conference of political parties
and social organizations of north and south Korea should be convened,
and that national unity and cooperation should be brought about through
contacts and exchanges of opinions between representatives of all levels
from north and south Korea; it also suggested that 2,000,000 sok of rice,
100,000 tons of steel, 1,000,000,000 kWh of electricity, 10,000 tons of
chemical fibres, and supplies of cement, timber and machinery be
offered to south Korea every year, so as to rehabilitate the devastated
economy and help to stabilize the people’s lives there, and that the
unemployed of south Korea should be accepted in the northern half of
Korea and that they should be provided with jobs and stable lives.

At the Fourth Session of the Third Supreme People’s Assembly of
the DPRK which was held in May 1965, we also put forward a
programme for national salvation to establish national unity and
promote the country’s reunification by rejecting foreign forces.

All our just and reasonable proposals are winning unanimous
support from the south and north Korean people who are very anxious
to achieve national reunification.



Instituting contacts and interchanges between the north and the
south and hewing out the road of reunification has been repeatedly
demanded by public circles in south Korea and is being continuously
called for as an irrepressible requirement.

However, our sincere proposals and persistent efforts for hastening
the country’s reunification, the supreme task of our nation, have met no
response from the south Korean authorities. They not only opposed,
from the outset, our proposal to hold free general elections throughout
the north and the south after achieving the withdrawal of all foreign
troops, but also rejected the proposal to institute a north-south
Confederation prior to complete reunification. They did not listen to
our suggestion to establish economic and cultural interchanges,
irrespective of political affairs and, moreover, they did not accept our
proposal to allow mail to be exchanged between the two parts. They
are opposed to any contact between the north and the south, and are
peremptorily refusing to accept any proposal which is helpful to
national reunification.

As these are universally-known facts, you must also know them
well.

The south Korean authorities are not only opposing all our just
proposals but are also responding with cruel oppression to the
aspiration for reunification which is mounting amongst the south
Korean people. They brand as “treachery” to the “state policy” even
the call for economic and cultural interchanges, mail exchange and
travel between the north and the south, to say nothing of the complete
reunification of the country.

They prate about reunification, if it is to come about at all, only
through so-called “elections under UN supervision”.

This is aimed at drawing foreign forces into an internal affair of the
nation. The UN has neither the qualifications nor the right to meddle in
the Korean question and, moreover, in our country it is being used as
an instrument to justify invasion by the US imperialists.

Reunification through “elections under UN supervision” which the
south Korean authorities talk about aims, in the last analysis, to extend
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to north Korea the system of US imperialist colonial rule established in
south Korea. The fact that they continue to cling to US imperialism on
the pretext of “elections under UN supervision” is nothing but a
revelation of their unwarranted stand to perpetuate national division by
leaving south Korea to foreign forces of aggression.

In recent years they have depended more and more on the
aggressive forces of foreign imperialism, putting new obstacles in the
way of national reunification.

In spite of the unanimous objections made by the north and south
Korean people, they concluded the criminal “south Korea-Japan
treaty” and are drawing the Japanese militarist forces, the sworn enemy
of our nation, into south Korea. Japanese militarism, which is
infiltrating south Korea by using the “treaty” as a stepping-stone, is
becoming a dangerous force for invading south Korea and obstructing
our country’s reunification.

Furthermore, the south Korean authorities actively follow the US
imperialist policy of aggressive war, devoting themselves to
preparations for a new war aimed at fratricidal strife and aggravating
tensions in our country, while, at the same time, dispatching the south
Korean “National Army” to South Viet Nam on a large scale. This
attempt to drive the young and middle-aged south Korean people to the
US aggressive war in Viet Nam as a cannon fodder is, by any account,
an unpardonable criminal act on the part of the south Korean
authorities serving the US imperialists.

To cover up such a traitorous act which their predecessors dared not
to do, they raised the slogans of “national independence” and
“patriotism”. “Independence”, “self-support” and “modernization”
which they are shouting are nothing more than pretexts to justify their
treacherous acts of bringing in foreign forces and selling the country.
Achieving independence and sovereignty by leaving the country to
foreign imperialism and building a self-supporting economy or
modernizing the country by relying on foreign monopoly capital is like
bringing up a lamb under the care of a wolf.

Every fact shows that the south Korean authorities are following the
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road of dependence on foreign forces and treachery to the country and
the people, instead of the road of national integrity and independence
and self-reliance, and that they do not have any concern whatever for
national unity and the country’s reunification.

It is true that they are afraid, above all, that the question of national
reunification will be solved by our people themselves. If not, why do
they keep begging the US army so importunately to continue the
occupation of south Korea and why do they want to live only under its
protection?

The precise reason is that they fear the people. If this is not so, why
do they go against free general elections in north and south Korea and
stubbornly oppose the travel of people with the same blood and the
exchange of letters?

It is quite obvious who should be blamed for the failure to reunify
our country up until now, when twenty odd years have elapsed since
the defeat of Japanese imperialism, despite the burning desire and
efforts of all our people. The responsibility lies entirely with the US
imperialists and the south Korean authorities who, fawning on and
tailing behind them, are working as loyal executors of the US policies
of aggression against Korea and of national division.

The US imperialists occupied south Korea, have turned it into a
colony and a military base and have control of the ruling power in
south Korea. From the first day of its occupation, they have been
plotting the division of our nation and are planning to extend their
domination even to the northern half, using south Korea as a
stepping-stone. They are unwarrantably taking the Korean question to
the UN, obstructing the reunification of our country.

We can in no way put an end to national division by depending on
foreign forces. Neither the United States nor the United Nations can
solve the question of our country’s reunification and it is inconceivable
that any country will present us with a reunified country.

As you rightly emphasize, national reunification is our own task,
and a question which must be settled by our people themselves and it
can be solved only in an independent way.
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For the independent reunification of our country, we cannot ever
tolerate the interference of foreign forces, be they the UN or anyone else.

As far as the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is concerned,
our Government always deals with its own problems according to its
own opinion and resolve and strictly adheres to sovereignty in
political, economic, cultural and all other fields. It is well known to the
world that we do not tolerate any foreign interference in our country.

If an independent government is set up in south Korea or south
Korea at least becomes neutral, there would be no great obstacle, as a
matter of fact, in achieving the reunification of the country by our
people themselves.

The point is that south Korea is under the occupation of the US
troops and under US domination. The stationing of US troops in south
Korea and the US policy of colonial subjugation are basic obstacles to
our country’s reunification. This is why we cannot talk about national
reunification except in the context of the struggle to withdraw the US
imperialist aggressor troops from south Korea and liquidate US
colonial rule.

In order not to allow foreign intervention, we should also oppose
the traitorous forces, a footstool for foreign aggressive forces.

Traitors such as Park Chung Hee who had been a watchdog of
Japanese imperialism in the past, and then turned himself into a stooge
of US imperialism and today has become a faithful lackey of US and
Japanese imperialism, must be removed. With these forces left as they
are we cannot exclude the interference of foreign forces and attain an
independent national reunification.

In order to achieve independent reunification, all the patriotic
forces of the country must unite and wage a persistent anti-US
national-salvation struggle against the US imperialist aggressors and
their stooges. If all the patriotic forces throughout north and south
Korea struggle in close unity, we are quite able to drive out the US
imperialist forces of aggression from south Korea and achieve the
historic cause of national reunification.

All Koreans who are wholeheartedly desirous of the country’s
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independent reunification, in whichever side of the divided country
they live, at home or abroad, should join in a nationwide struggle for
driving the US troops out of south Korea and reunifying the country.

For the early accomplishment of the cause of reunification, we shall
join hands at any time with those who cherish the national interests and
want national reunification, irrespective of the differences in political
opinions and ideas, of religious beliefs and past records. If those who
have committed crimes against the country and the people repent their
past misdeeds and set out on the struggle for the independent
reunification, we will welcome them and go forward with them.

As in the past, we will also make every possible effort for the
realization of the independent reunification in accordance with the
interests of our nation and people. We are ready to discuss any
proposal of any person and find common denominators, if it proceeds
from the principle of reunifying the country independently against
foreign forces.

As far as the south Korean authorities are concerned, they have not
represented the people in south Korea and can never do so by the very
nature of things. It is unthinkable that those who break up with their
fellow countrymen and depend on foreign forces to maintain power,
represent the people.

Do you dare believe that the south Korean authorities, which not
only left everything in south Korea to the US imperialist aggressors so
as to have our people subjected to all kinds of national insult and
oppression, but also inflict fascist repression on the masses, persecute
patriots and, moreover, bring in the Japanese militarist forces and
sacrifice the blood of fellow countrymen for the US aggressive war,
can represent the people?

If the south Korean authorities give up their policy of dependence on
foreign forces and change to an independent stand even now, we will be
able to negotiate with them in a neutral state or at any place agreed upon.
For this purpose they will have to accept the following provisions:

1) to demand the withdrawal of the US imperialist troops of
aggression;



2) to stop the criminal dispatch of their troops to South Viet Nam
and withdraw all the “National Army” men already sent there;

3) to annul the traitorous “south Korea-Japan treaty”;

4) to set free all “political criminals” and patriots arrested and
imprisoned because they struggled for the cause of national
reunification; and

5) to stop fascist oppression and guarantee democratic liberties in
social and political life, including the freedom of speech, of the press,
of assembly, of association and demonstration, and allow people to
discuss the country’s reunification as they please.

If they swear to carry out these provisions, we will be able to seek
with them the way of winning the cause of national reunification,
although they have committed grave crimes against the country and the
people.

We cannot but assume this stand towards the south Korean
authorities who are following the road of treachery to the nation, but
we want to negotiate the question of national reunification
unconditionally with political parties, organizations and individuals in
south Korea who are aspiring for the independent reunification of the
country in opposition to foreign forces. We are ready to examine ways
and means for national reunification with them at any time and any
place agreed upon, and will be glad to join our efforts to put an end to
the tragedy of national division.

National reunification is the most urgent task confronting our
people and an honourable duty which must be fulfilled, without fail, in
our generation. We cannot by any means hand the divided country on
to posterity. We have a firm resolve to reunify the country in our
generation.

The desire of all the Korean people for independent national
reunification will certainly be accomplished.

In conclusion, | express my expectation that you will make an
appropriate contribution to our people’s struggle for national
reunification.
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SOME IDEOLOGICAL AND AESTHETIC
PROBLEMS IN WORKS BASED
ON REVOLUTION

Talk to Film Artists after Seeing the First Copy
of the Feature Film The Road | Have Found
January 10, 1967

The directing and acting in the feature film The Road | Have Found
are excellent. The plot is also well knit.

But this film has many shortcomings in content and artistic
representation, which must be corrected. It is an adaptation of a novel
The Fog Creeps over a New Hill and it failed because of the
shortcomings of the original piece.

The most serious fault of this film is that it misrepresents the
working class and revolutionaries.

The hero of this film is a worker. But the film has erred in handling
the working class. It depicts the hero as a man with strong fists, a man
of physical power or a hooligan. At the beginning of the film Kang Min
Ho, a worker at an iron works, appears as a ruffian who attacks people,
and his fellow workers are shown as hooligans or drunkards. This
description is seriously wrong.

A strong-fisted, powerful ruffian who likes to pick a fight is not
typical of the working class. The mighty force of the working class is
not to be found in the strong fists of individual workers, but in their
organization and solidarity. Therefore, in order to portray the working
class correctly you must not show the strong fists of individual workers
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but their organization, revolutionary spirit, courage and the might of
their solidarity.

It is an expression of the mistaken attitude to the working class that
the film depicts them as a collection of quarrelsome or brutal people.
We severely criticized the feature film Through Darkness for its
misrepresentation of hired and poor peasants as fools and
reactionaries, but a similar mistake has been repeated in the new film.
There are some foreign films which depict the working class as
scoundrels or anarchists. But we cannot allow such a practice.

This film makes it appear that Kang Min Ho was compelled to join
the guerrilla army after being a ruffian and attacking people. This is
also a serious mistake. Anti-Japanese guerrillas were true
revolutionaries who started fighting with a noble revolutionary
determination to defeat the Japanese imperialist aggressors and win
back their lost country at the risk of their lives. So it is not correct to
show them as people who were compelled to join the guerrilla army
after such scandalous behaviour. Our fellow revolutionaries during the
period of the anti-Japanese armed struggle were neither men of great
physical strength nor scoundrels. Among them were good storytellers,
good harmonica players and men of various talents, but not a hooligan
nor a quarrelsome fellow.

By describing the hero, a worker and revolutionary, as a hoodlum,
the film has defiled the working class and insulted the revolutionary
veterans.

The film failed to give a truthful picture of the hero’s growth into a
revolutionary.

I always say that there is no such thing as a born revolutionary.
Through life and struggle men will acquire a revolutionary outlook on
the world and grow up to be revolutionaries. Therefore, in works of art
the character of a revolutionary should be described in the course of his
growth and development and should be shown through his actual life
and struggle. The film meant to show the hero’s growth by introducing
the fact that he ran away after beating up a foreman at a work site and
that, while taking part in a strike, he drowned several cat’s-paws of
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Japanese imperialism. But this is not enough if you are to describe with
accuracy the process by which the hero acquired his outlook on the
world and the process of the development of his character.

In order to turn men into revolutionaries it is imperative to educate
them systematically, test them by giving them tasks to perform and
steadily train them through the practical struggle by giving them
progressively heavier assignments. Therefore, the film should have
shown the hero’s growth through his initial participation and training
in small group activities, for instance, and then through his gradual
political awakening and eventual commitment to the revolutionary
struggle. The form of struggle, too, should have been on a small scale
at first, and then gradually developed into a large-scale struggle. Then
the description would have been true to life.

But this film does not contain any scenes in which the hero
systematically develops into a revolutionary nor does it deal with any
person who has a great revolutionary influence on the hero. In order to
show the hero as being influenced by Mun Kyong Thae, the film shows
Kang Min Ho staying at Mun Kyong Thae’s. But there are no specific
scenes where Mun Kyong Thae exerts a revolutionary influence on
him except the scene where Mun Kyong Thae remains faithful to the
revolutionary principles to the last moment of his life when executed.
In the film the hero is shown becoming involved in a vehement debate
from the outset at a reading circle, but that is not truthful either. The
hero has not yet developed to such an extent that he can take part in
such a heated argument.

It is another mistake to show the hero as being involved in the
“Black Shirt Corps” of the Sanwagumi. The “Black Shirt Corps” was a
foreign terroristic organization. It did not exist in our country. Whether
it existed or not in our country, why should you present the hero as a
member of such a reactionary organization? Even if he joined the corps
on purpose, presenting him like that is unjustified. Whatever the
purpose is, you must not depict a revolutionary as entering a
reactionary organization, still less as receiving a bribe from it. Just as a
cat, when it has once tasted a dish, will always steal it, so a
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revolutionary, once corrupted by money, cannot carry on the
revolution.

In the days of our anti-Japanese armed struggle, some guerrillas
marched into Japanese army units by pretending to defect and killed
our enemies. We punished them severely, because such an act might
disgrace the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army.

The scene in this film where the hero goes about drinking with a
worker “Son of the Sea” is also undesirable. Although the hero is
shown to be doing so with a view to winning him over, it may give
people an impression that he becomes a revolutionary in the course of
mixing with a drunkard or that he resumes the road of revolution after
behaving in a degenerate way. The relationship between the hero and
the “Son of the Sea” in the film should be re-established in such a way
that the hero begins educating him to win him over to the cause of the
revolution as soon as the hero knows that he is discontented with
society.

The film also failed to deal with the labour movement in our
country in the 1920s properly.

I have spoken of this movement on many occasions and also clearly
evaluated it in my report to the meeting to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the founding of the Party. But writers and artists did not
study this and mishandled this matter.

There was no “teacher of revolution” like Mun Kyong Thae in our
country in the 1920s. The film describes the revolutionaries in the
1930s as having grown up under the influence of the people who
launched the communist movement in the 1920s. If such a “teacher of
revolution” had really existed in the 1920s, how good it would have
been! Most of these people degenerated into drunkards, who used to
sing degenerate songs in the moonlight lamenting over life in an alien
land before they changed their allegiance. The film made a grave
mistake by presenting Mun Kyong Thae as a “teacher of revolution”
and a “leader” and showing Kang Min Ho as participating in a
revolutionary struggle under his leadership. This means tracing the
origin of our Party’s revolutionary traditions back to the 1920s.
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The film handles the spread of Marxism in our country as if it came
across from Japan, but that is not true. Marxism began to be
disseminated by progressive patriots under the influence of the Great
October Socialist Revolution in Russia. Marxism has never been
disseminated in Korea by people like Mun Kyong Thae who had
studied in Japan. What, then, is the need to make him a student
studying in Japan and a “leader” of the labour movement? It would be
better if the film showed him, not as a “leader” of the labour
movement, but a friend of the her