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HUNGER AND WAR

by Jay Lovestone

From the very moment your hoat docks you are im-
pressed with the tragedy of capitalist Europe: Hunger
vnd Warf

It’s been years since things have heen so hed. The
plight of the masses defies deseription. The capitalist
econemic machine is out of gear at least as scrious-
v as al any time within ibe last ten years.

Every capitalist demoecracy, every Fascist dictator-
ship, is in the clutches of the armed forees of the em-
mloying classes.  Tear of their proletariat, fear of
Ltheir competitors—often but vesterday allies in war—
grips the ruling class and drives the explollers to fev-
erish war preparalions. In France and Italy especial-
Iy sabre-rattling fills the air. The capitalists are not
sure of the present. They are even less sure of the fu-
ture. In faet, in all Europe, the great mass of the
people are living in the expectation that something
unexpected is going to happen. Very soon tos! Alout
this “unexpected” everybody talks. Evervhody dreads
it. It's war. The decpgoing ecomomic crisis and the
white-hat. preparations for giant military  confliets
have wrapped Burepe in an apprehensive and defensive
mood—in the most gripping anxiely wilhin eight vears.

On the multiplyving signs of workingelass resistahec,
oniy the red rays fram the lahd of Socialist construe-
tien, the Soviet Union, merce the dense poisonous fog
envelaping Turape and show the light and the wa_',r out
of this misery and degradation.
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HUNGER STALKS A CONTINENT

Thé present economie erisiz ean be hest understoed
if measured wilh the yarvdstick of deendes. What has
happened in the last ien years? The year 1921 saw
a collapse of the post-war artificialities, of the first ro-
canstruction and “normaley™ hooms. Soon, with the de-
feat of the workers’ hammer blows at the pates of
Warsaw, in the cities of Gertnahy, in the metal fae
tories of Italy, in the poverty-stricken Balkans, the cap-
ifalista began te put their house in erder on &8 more

“stable” basis, Se they thought because so they wished.
The edifices which their cconomic architects have boen
putling up are now coming down, collapsing. Yester-
day's dreams of capitalist stabilization are today’s
nightmares of the expleiters, The year 1881 marks the
colapse of some of the rosiest hopes of capitalist stab-
ility and efficiency—of “rationalized” eapilalism.

Of the more than twenty millions jobless in the
waorld today, Burope has at least twelve millions. But
cven this is not the worst. A miserable end is bad
enough. TRut misery withoul an end is much worse.
There seems to be no let-up in the deluge of jobless-
ness which is bringing wntold suffering in its train.
Within two weeks of iny stay in Germany—in the
Christmas-New Year's holiday scason—unemployment
inereased at the rate of at least 200,000 a week, In
1030 the army of jobhless almost doubled in Germany—
Trom about 2,326,000 at the end of 1929 o over 4,
500,000 on New Year's Bve 1031, For England the sit-
uati(m is no better.  Under the Tabor gpovernment of
MacTionald the army of ne occupalion has doubled in
the British Isles. In Italy unemployment bas hesn
maounting in recent weeks at the rate of about 100,-
0 a2 month.

No capitalist country is immune from this paralys-
ing germ. From the siallest to the higgest, from the
richesl to 1the poorest.  Tsthonia, Denmark, Switzer-
land—all have the plague. Even IFranee, which lasi
yoar was not yol sucked inte the econemic maeclsirom,
15 now gotting inte the erisis and itz slough of jobless-
ness head over heels, Oificial siatisties already indicale
seores of thousands unemployed or only partly em-
plaved.  Comrade Naile of the eily administration of
Red Clichy, a preat industrial center of the Paris re-
Fion, tald me that therc are already at least 250000
fully and partly unemployed workers in France-—and
that things are going rapidly on the downgrade. More
and rmore one hears in France this most emharrassing
question: “"What will happen tomorrow when {fhings
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get worse ond we will have to send oul of the country,
back to Polund, Hungary, and Italy, the huondreds of
thousands of werkers whom we enly yesterduy called
for work?" No Irench bourgesls economist, journalist,
or stateman dares answer this question. .

Uf course, in Burope the workers huve forced, to a
limited, insufficient degree, the ruling class to grant
some socizl insurance. But this “relief” decsn't be-
gin to help. Is anything but a sclulion. And becanse
-l the gencrally lower standard of living, because of
the worse poverty of the maszes, unemployment means
for our European brothers an cven more dreadful
plight than .it, at the oulset, means to us I can nev-
er Torget the rows and rows of beggars and their dogs,
in the busy shopping centres of Berlin, on Christmas
Eve. It is impossible to lose the very painful impres-
sion of lines of beppars in the rallroad yards and
wharves of “prosperous”, “cultured" victorious France,
as you say poodbye to Europe. Men, women, children
—all in the army of jolilesi, hl.u!gl‘y and miserable!

ALL FOR. W AR—WAR FOR ALL

The intolerable stress of the cconomic erisis is a ter-
rific foree driving ruling class after ruling tlass into
ruthless attacks ou the workers, into economic policies
of fierce diserimination against competitors, into the
most cnervating war fever. Tho war is not yet on,
one already feels muech of the atmosphere of the bar-
‘racks. Evervthing is being bent toward war—a war
which will draw in cverybody, a war without neutrals
and without limit to its heilish destructivn.

The continent is strewn with the rotten-ripe fruits
of the Versailles Treaty, the whole infamous Versail-
es systam, with its Treaties of 5t. Germain, Sevres,

Marmma! It Doesn’t Hurt Te Die a Hero's
Death, Does It?
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with its Young Plan, and with its Peace of Riga. Capi-
talism wilh its ever-sharpening inhevent contradictions
and antagonizms, makes impessible any real scearity,
from war of hunger . for the great masses of the peo-
e, Indeed, the first principle of overy capitulist
stutesman jg: Feace . eonfevences wnd podes treafics
without swoerd are wseless !

Ther: may be sotae military logie to some of the
new fronficrs, with whieh their eoniplicated and burdaen-
some  tariff  repulation  enly  serve  to deepen
the economic conflicts. Crealed o “solve™ some of the
pre-war contradictions of capitulist Tlurvope, they ave
aot only ne solution, but wle indeed fertile soil for wn-
other .and mure devastating war, The econumic map

of capitalist Furope lovks as if it had been made by
a fiy walliing out of inkpot filled with dirty ink,

In Italy Mussolini bellows war from the house-
tops. Mass murder is the language of Faseism every-
whwere, German imperialism is not yelling for disarma-
ment but for equality in armaments with I'rance, with
Enrland, with all of the other first elass imperialist
powers,  This means cnly more armaments. Frahee
is building 2 chain of impregnable fortresscs on the
Ttalian frontier, rushing & huge armada in the Medi-
terannean, censiructing the mightiest forts in the world
in Alsace-Lorraine, and frantically arming her satel-
lites, Polish, Cuech, and Jugoe-Slavian militarism.
aglandd buasts that it will “arvive at the uext war
ahend of anll other nativns, both as regards the qual-
ity of armored fighting vehicles and ns to the ideas
underlying their use”. Nor do the British itmperial-
ists mince words about the London Conference. They
openly say the United States has wrecked this cone
ference “ax an instrument of pacification” and that
ils only practical result has been to give England im
inferior navy and “to stitnulate naval rivalry on the
continent,’”

But thru ail these war preparations there runz a
sovk of steel rod, the core, a lever pointing to the main
target towards which the heavy artillery, machine
gunhy, poison gas and battleships and airplanes are
turned. The most serivus source of the imperialist war
danger is against the Union of Soccialist Soviet Re-
publics,  The world-famous French armument cor-
poration of Schneider-Creuzot has just made an offi-
cial open loan of a million francs to the Polish govern-
ment. . Poland and Roumania have just concluded an
agrecment for pooling their armed forees and military
resources under a unificd French command.  The
Kreuger Matech Trust is financing heavily all Polish
imperialist military wvenlures, An army of 100,000
White, monarchist Russians is being harbored and
trained in “demoaratie’ France. Truly, the recent trial
of counter-revolutionists in Moscow has unfolded only
a very small part of the world-wide imperialist con-
spiracy against the Soviet Unien.
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AT THE TURNING OF THE ROAD

The political skies of Euvrope are today black with
the hewwvy clouds of Fascizm and War. The economic
grder of capitalism Is in its period of decay and decline.
The breakdown may not come at the sahe time and In
the same fashion in every country but the collapse
is on. No wounder then that the British Fortuightly Re-
wiew recantly said:

font of this elash of opposing forces and fnleresis on
the continent moy very well come that {ader and bigger
striggle Defween Pascist Nationelissn en the one hoand
nad Infernationael Rolshevism on the other .. . . Por-
hueps M. Briond saw furthest in his pluns for o United
Stetes of Burope

It is o Fupppean erisis. Henee, iFs a world erisis in-
wolying every capitalist counlry, Capitalism can't fead
the counlry dwellers, Tt iIs starving the city workers.
The capitalists may be planuing war as a sclution;
they may be driven to war as a final solution. But
empty stonachs don't always make soldiers. Under cer-
it corulitions emply stomachs make pood revolution-
ary fighters.

The imperialists have made their war wijustments.
This economtic crisis is hastening new attempty to ad-
just thuese readjustnients thru the highest and most n-
tense expression of capitalist competition—War. But
the revolutignary proletarvien forces will alse have
quite something to say about a #eaf adjustment, 2 fun-
damental overhauling of the whole desperabe sifuation.

What is the conerete situalion in the main eounlries
of capitalist Burope?  What arve the ruling classes
deing to maintain the present fotteving order?  What
gf FPaseisi? Whatsof the workers? What of the Com-
munist movement? Who will come out oin top? These
questions and others later,

Phe neet article in the geries by Comrade Lovestone
witl be FASCISM ON THE RAMPAGHK, It avill be
Followed by: COMMUNISM IN ALSACK, AN EM-
PRI IN TS DEATH THRORS, EUROPE AND
THE SOVIET UNION, and THE INTERNATIONAL
OFPOSITION CONFPERENCE, :
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