Party Cleansmg or Party WreckmgP

By JAY . LOVESTONE

HE Political Secretaria’t of the Exe-
cutive .Committee .of Communist In-

ternational has decided upon another

“cleansing” of the Parties. This time it
is to be from-the bottom -up instead of
from the top down. Of course, we are
assured and even given “proof” that the
demand for this new “clansing” comes
from the various sections themselves and
is not. inspired by a desiré of “mechani-
cally transferring the experience of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union.”

Party cleansings are not only desirable
but sometimes. become absolutely..neces-
sary. And never were they more neces-
sary than they are today. For, in the
history of the Communist Thternational,
opportunism, incompetency, ultra-leftist
adventurism and unpr1nc1pledness, have

never before been as rife in the official
leaderships as tHey are today. Likewise,
the looseness, irresponsibility, and ab-
sence of reliability on the top has
brought into the Party ranks—in nearly
every section—a flood of dangerous, un-
trustworthy, non-proletarian forces. But
it is not to overcome such shortcomings
that the Executive Committee of the
Communist ~International proposes a
Party “cleansing” thruout the Interna-
tional. On the contrary. From the in-
structions it is clear that the Exeeutjve
-Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional . (ECCI) “cleasing” aims to per-
petuate rather than eliminate these can-
cerous growths. in our world Party. This
can only lead to still further Party—
wrecking.

Shrouded In the Mist of Dlplomacy and Confusion

The entire “cleansing” proposal is
shrouded in a mist of diplomacy and con-
fusion.-
that: “The Political Secretarlat has re-
Jjected the general proposal for a cleans-
ing in the Communist Parties of the
capitalist countries.” On the other hand,

and in the‘ very. next breath the ECCIV

thunders:

S “In. the camp(ugn( for cleansmg the?
cowardly,

and other - undesirdble or* dangemu&
: elements, the main problem now aris-

ranks of all opportumst

.ing s the following: the Parties-‘must

~ organize-.a wvery serious, thoroughly

business-like ‘examination, without re-

gard to personalities, as to what ex-.

tent the new 're,vo‘lutwnary;lme: is be-
ing carried out in practice . ... The
<central question is to dssure the car-
aying out of the mew line; the line of
_the Sixth Congress and .the: Tenth
Plenum of the ECCI . . . The chief
sphere of:the campaign should be the
examination of the work of the local
(and District) Party Committees to
‘test their ability to work in the fac-
‘tories and develop the ftght agwmst
Social- Fasczs'm and Fasczsm

Still More Power in - the Hands of- the

The proposed “cleansmg aims to place
still more power *in the hands of ‘the
various Party burocracies now posing as
“left” leaderships. Says the ECCI:

“The experience of all Communist
Parties in capitalist countries shows
“that it would be altogether wrong to
© think that right-wingers, who camnot
be left within the ranks of the Com-
munist. International, are only to. be
~ found amongst the leadersth

Now that most of the founders and
builders of the various Partles have béen
expelled, the ECCI proposes to take the
next step in expelling another layer of
their rank and file followers. -Now-these
Party members who, on:the bas1s of an

The Czecho-Slovakxan Party—A New

On the basis of the “new line”—the
road of ultra-leftist adventurism—the
once-powerful Czech Party .has been
turned into a veritabler morgue.. The
Executive Committee of the Communist
International “cleasing” manifesto .itself
thus characterizes the present condition
of the Czech Party—after one year of the
new line and the 14 karat-Bolshevik lead-
«rship of Gottwald-Reimann-Zapotozky:

-« ... Even at Party sessions, which

had been called to-discuss some urgent

fighting question,; only a small part of
the Ofrgamzatwn appeared at. the meet-
ing, .that mony . rank and. ftle organ-
izations of the Party are_in gene'ral
a .extraordinarly passive, “and that those
»membere of the Pa'rty who come to

“Out Wlth the “Rank’ and Flle"’ The

The “cleansmg letter” goes .on- to say
“It becomes quite plain that in the
course of the sharpenmg of the- class
struggle, there "have been removed
(and in the future must be removed)
from the comimunist movement .not
. -only o few leaders who have been in-
fected - with. Social-democratic tradi-
tions,. togethefr wzth thetr zmmed@ate
“assistants .from_the middle or lower
" ranks of active 'members, but a éer-
tain part of the rank and ‘file mem-
bers of the Party, including those
who, while remaining sympathizers of

We are told, on the one hand,

A fine tragi-comedy is this! The Par-
ties will not be “cleansed.” The Par-
ties . will - merely be thrown into “the
campaign for cleansing”!

To what confusion the line of the Ex-
ecutive . Committee of the Communist In-
ternational and its pract1ce of mechani-
cally transferrmg everythmg from.. the

. Communist’ Party of. the Soviet Union
‘to the other sectlons “of ‘the ‘Communist
“International ‘lead is’shown’ by the fol-
lowing situation- cited - by the ECCI 1t-
self:-

“The 7 e
gal Comimunist Party (rehably re-
" ‘ported, the oncé-powerful Italian Com-
.. munist: Party): went-so’far as to con-
_ceive -the idea.-of disbanding the entire
Party, in-order better to-clean it, and
then, in recruiting mew. Party mem-
bers, to. take all measures for assur-
ing that opportunists, and hostile ele-

~ ments in gene/ml. did_mot penetrate

into the Party.”

The warningis, clear. This is the ru-
inous logic of. the new line. Today, under
the present leadership and line Party
“cleansing” .means Party-wrecking and
Party l'Lqmdat'Lon

Burocrats C

empty, formal, “loyalty and discipline”
have hitherto acceptéd, endorsed and
knelt before' the ultra-leftist, catechismis
and ikons are to be thrown ‘out as in-
‘Heérent, concealed, disbelievers in’the new
faith: of adventurism and sectarianism.
Many of those who voted for:the expul-
sion- of the former leadership of our
Party will now be “cross-examined” (ex-
amined on' the cross—crucified). And
the Party will be pronounced, “stronger
than ever”’-—after the dwindling- process
‘is speeded up:a bit. ' Perhaps we will .be
treated - to- another parody -on “socialist
competition” among the districts.in the
campaign to. kick out still more workers
who followed the former majority!
Line Tragedy - ST

general meetings of the Party or to

meetings of factory nuclei, do mot’

show the slightest. activity . . . that
in some factory nuclei, in all d'Lstmcts,
‘the attendance at meetings has not
" been more than 10%. .
- How come? -These “culprits” are: sup-
'posed ‘to'- be “the“cream": of . the::Czech
:Communist-movement left:in. the Party
after all the “cleasings,” “bolsheviza-
tions” and reorganizations.. Why doesn’t
the ECCI dare -to face the facts? Why
_doesn’t the ECCI at least pretend to try
to find. out the reasons for this debacle
in Czechoslovakia which is only at worst
a slightly enlarged picture’ of the situa-
“tion in the best Commtern sections to-
Aday‘? . .

N ew: Slogan

the Commtem, for some reason or

" other” cannot stand_ the .fwrcer class

struggle which Has” ommenced ..

. In- évery section of-“the Commtern 1t
-is" precisely -those leaders and large sec-
‘tions - of - those -masses” of’ thel member-
ship.which have led and.participated in
the -sharpest and fiercest .struggles
against-the Soc1al-democracy, the reac-
tionary trade union. burocracy, -and the
imperialist ruling ‘class that have been
expelled. And in nearly every seétion
of the Comintern it is precisely those
who came to Communism after the

‘ever come into our Parties?

fiercest struggles so far that are now
doing the expelling. Let’s look into some
interesting facts. Lozovsky is today an
outstanding “bolshevik.”  Stalin, of
couse, on the basis of the new line, is
first. For, has not the Daily Worker
told us that “Lewin, like Stalin was «
revolutionist” and that “Stalin succeeded
where Lenin failed”? Lozovsky is today
a most prominent “Party-civanser’”! This
is the same Lozovsky who joined the
Party of Lenin only after the Bolshevik
Party crushed him and his White Guard
forces ‘on the field of military struggle.
To makg sure that Lozovsky shouldn’t
be able to sink a poisoned arrow into
the Party from behind; Lenin himself
made a motion—and it was carried—
that Lozovsky was not to be on Central
Coimmittee of the Party for a minimum
of ten years. ‘In Germany, the Remme-
les and the Thalmanns, late graduates
of the Independent Social-democracy,
have - expelled the closest associates of

THE 'ECCI Admits Huge'l_;osses to the

In_order to give a “theoretical” ex~
cuse. for the - coming. wholesale, expul-
sions, the “cleansmg” document develops
the-fantastic: theory that, the* most ‘revo-
lutionary : workers:: have“‘been staymg
out of the Communist. Parties. .. This .is
given a5 the excuse_for such parties as
the British and Czech contmually losmg
members: . Thus, we are teld::

“In place of excluded members and
opportunists or of Fascist members
there is not an inflow of new redolu-
tionary elements who- have -already

. been in the foremost posz'tions of the

class struggle ”

This is confusion worse confounded.
How d1d 0. many “Fascist _members”
What at-
tracted them? Will we now be ordered
—on the ° ‘pain of. expulsion—to believe
that the Communist Party has become
the vanguard of the proletariat only in
the -third period” and that prior to this
the Communist Parties attracted only
Fascists .and passive workers? - What
does this-mean? Was there a Communist
International -at all before the crack
horseman Molotay. “took-over” the reins?

The ECCI goes. on to, admit. that “fun-
damental ‘masses..of. rank and file-mem-

Liebknecht and wLuxemberg—and the
Dengels : (decorated for service as lieu-
tenants in the Prussian army) have been
expelling the Spartacans! In the United
Btates, recent members of the Demo-
cratic (not Social-democratic) Party and
offshoots of the Gompers A. F. of L.
burocracy, have been- expelling the Git-
lows, : Winitskys, Whites, Bixbys and
other comrades who began to organize
and build the American Communist Par-
ty when the success of the Bolshevik rev-
olution was not yet assured, when to be-
long to. the Communist Party was con-
sidered a crime by the capitalist class
and its government

Similar situations prevail in the other
sections. Only, now, the rank and file

is’ going' to bear the main burden of
the attack, the main fire of the “cleans-
ing”. This simply means spreading the
ruin and striking more mortal blows at
the Communist World Party.

Partles

bers are 1eavmg the. Party” and that
amongst these masses there are “good
exolutlonary proletarians” who “do not
find in it (the Party) a means of giving
vent  to their revolutlonary energy.”
Starthng coniéssion, indeed! But, why
is this 'so? Here the ECCI again pro-
ceeds to lay the basis for wholesale ex-
pulsions from the lower ranks of the

Party by giving the lame excuse that this

exodus takes place.“because. the lower
local organization, of. which they are
members, works badly.” Thus, the ECCI
tries to do three ‘things: First; to shift
the blame from the shoulders of the top
hurocracy—the various puppet ‘“leader-
ships”—to the local functionaries. See-
ondly, to extend thé expulsion- campaign
to, the - lower, the basic ‘functionaries.
Thlrdly, to evade the. reason for these
functlonarles being, deficient.

Again, we emphasme why doesn’t the
ECCI dare even ask—let alone answer—
the questlon How doés it come about
that despite thé new “revolutwna'ry" line

“good revolutionary p'rolem'rwns” are
leaving the Parties, while in the past,
with a so-called opportunist line, these

“good 'refvolutwna,ry proletarians” were
attracted’ to our Parttes?

A Hypocrmcal Mockery is Made of. Self-Cr1t1c1sm

The ECCI seeks to cover ‘its new
“cleansing” manouver behind the thread-
bare phrases of loyalty to “systematic
and all-around critieism.” Nothing could
be -more hypocritical. Under the leader-
ship' and‘pressure of the present ECCI
there have been -artificially set-up “lead-
‘erships” "which punish by ‘expulsion any
meiber who merely dares ask a question,
let alone attempts ‘to ecriticize.” This

. ceaseless repetition of the_words “sys-

Finally, in its an‘nety to cover up the
debacle to which its revisionist line.has
led the Commtern, in.order to screen the

“gaps; the gaping holes which its adventu-

rist.‘policies have'made in the ranks of
thé world ‘party of Lenin on every front

the. ECCI declares:

- *“Non-Party- activists “who - jomed
the: Party should be unhesitatingly
promoted to work in the Party leader-
ship. Without waiting for them .to
join the Party formally, the organs
of the /re'volutzonary trade unions, and
~ the wunion opposition in 'refowmst
© unions should be stre’ngthened by such
elements.”
Who are these mysterious ¢ no’n-Party
‘activists”? -Where do ‘they hail from?

- "Where have they been-and what -have
‘they:been doing .in.-all -these years-of

class 'war that now,. even before  they
have joined .our .Party,.they are to_be
“unhesitatingly promoted to work in the
1eadership”.? Why throw overboard all

Communlst Unlty-The Greatest Need of

This is the message of the “new turn.”
T,hls is the meaning of the empty ma-
nouver “against the. ultra-left.” Inter-

.national Communist unity is absolutely

mnecessary. The sharpening .class strug-
gles demand it. For us, organic. Com-
munist unity cannot come too soon. But

tematlc and all-around crltlclsm” will be
empty talk.so long as it _is. not also ap-
plied to the ECCI 1tself to the “loyal
leaderships” and even to the Stalin reg-
ime in the Communist Party of the So-
viet Union. Today, the cardinal Bolshe-
vik principle of self-criticism has been
perverted into a factional weapon. with
which to hide the wanton wrecking of
Parties.

The Mass Production of Leaders Overmght

ihe rules and regulatlons worked out Dy
Lémmn for the Comintern-about length of
service in'‘the préletatian revolutionary
movement ‘as an essential qualification
for “work in the Party leadership”? And
since when do we speak so flippantly
about workers taking steps “to join the
Yarty formally”. Is this also *‘revoiu-
tionary” tacties? ' ) ,

It is clear that the Parties are not to
be allowed to have the genuine cléans-
ing which they so sorely need today—
from top to bottom. What. the various
sections of the Communist . International
are in for, is only a new wave of “en-
lightenment,” a wiping, out -of the last
remyants, of Party democracy, a worsen-
ing of the terror reglme, an extension of
the Party-wrecking "course which has
been followed mternatlonally within the
past year, since “active revision of the’
Leninist tactical principles (as embodied
in the main line of the VI .world Con-
gress) has begun

the Hour

we know that genume Commumst unity
-and~ the “development of a victorious
world Communist movement ¢an come
only thru the adoption of a- correct, a
Leninist line—and never thru fraudulent
factional “cleansing,” or a zig-zag line
of ruinous twists and turns.
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