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its cardinal concepts into mathematic formulae. These are contained
in the last chapter of the book.

There are a few ideological issues currently of world-wide sig-
niffcance on which philosophical consciencism has something clear-
cut to say.

First, co-existence. Admitfing that competing ideologies can be
found in ,the same society and in different societies, consciencism
holds that "while societies with difrerent social systems can oo-exist,
their ideologies cannot." It goes onr "There is such a thing as peace-
ful co-existence between states with different systems; but as long
as oppressive classes exist, there can be no such thing as peaceful co-
existence between opposing ideologies."

As a corollary of this view, philosophical consciencism holds that
the end of imperialism is certain. But it adds that an end of imper-
ialism "can only come about under pressure of nationalist awakening
and an alliance of progressive forces which hasten its end and destroy
its condition of existence."

Secondly, on socialism and revolution, philosophical consciencism
is equally unequivocal. "Revolution is an indispensable avenue to
socialism, where the antecedent social-political stucture is animated
by principles which are a negation of socialism, as in a capitalist
structure (and therefore also in a colonialist structure, for a colonial
structure is essentially ancillary to capitalism) . . But from the
ancestral line of communalism the passage to socialism lies in reform,
because the underlying principles are the same." Thus in relation to
traditional African society originally communalistic but largely ravaged
by colonialism, socialism is historically revolutionary but genetically
evolutionary.

Thirdly, the one party state. Discussing a nation emerging from
colonialism, philosophical consciencism holds that "a people's parlia-
mentary democracy with a one-party system is better able to express

and satisfy the common aspirations of a nation as a whole, than
a multi-party parliamentary system, which is in fact only a ruse for
pelpetuating, and covers up, the inherent struggle between the
"haves" and the '1:ave-nots.". . .

An Unfortunate 0mission

In the November issue of
Politi.cal Affuire, page 21, there
is a quotation by Lenin explain-
ing the reasons for the persistent
prejudices held by oppressed peo-
ples toward oppressing nations.
Lenin's deep insight into this
question is applicable to the
present epoch, which is charac-
terized by the stormy awakening
of hundreds of millions strug-
gling for g:enuine independence,
progress and well-being, and by
the need to understand the mani-
festations of nationalism as an
inevitable accompaniment of the
struggle for national independ-
ence,

Unfortunately, by omitting the
two sentences preceding the quo-

tation, Lenin's thought is rendered
one-sided and to a degree muti-
lated. Your quotation very cor-
rectly explains the causes for
national narrowness, such as
small-scale agricultural produc-
tion, patriarchalism and ignor-
anee, and points out that it will
disappear "with the disappear-
ance of imperialism and capital-
ism." Hence Lenin urges the
treatment of the survivals of
nationalism and distrust with spe-

cial caution, etc. However, the
omitted sentences which are Part
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of a whole paragraph embodying
a full concept, expound additional
reasons for the distrust, anger,
etc., very important to bear in
mind especially today. These sen-
tences are:

The age-long oppression of, colo-
nial and weak nationalities by the
imperialist powers has imbued the
toiling masses of the oppressed
countries, not only with anger, but
also with distrust toward the pro-
letariat of those nations. The do.
spicab e betrayal of Socialism by
the majority of offieial leaders of
the proletariat in 1914-19, when
"defense of the fatherlandt' was
used as a cloak to conceal the tle-
fense of the "right' of "their"
ibourgeoisie to oppress colonies and
rob financially dependent countries
could not but increase this quite
legitimate distrust. On the other
hand. . ." (Here your quotation
begins.-A. M.).

Now, it is no accident that
Lenin begins his thesis with the
above-mentioned sentences. He did
not ascribe nationalism only to
the economic backwardness of the
weak nations, but olso to the evils
of imperialist domination, its sav-
age pillage, racism and inhuman
treatment. It is to the credit of
many African leaders who distrust
imperialism lhat at the same time
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they cornbat national narrowness.
Thus, Kwame Nkrumah, President
of Ghana, declares emphatically
that Africa for the Africans does

not mean chauvinism or isolation-
ism, nor does this slogan exclude
other races. The brutal American
imperialist intervention in South
Vietnam and the Congo cannot
but strengthen distrust and anger
on the part of these brave peo-
ples who face daily fire, destruc-
tion and devastation of their coun-
tries. Under these eouditions, this
intewention is the main factor
that exacerbates and, in many in-
stances, gives rise to the national
prejudices referred to by Lenin.

The other factor is the role of
the Bight-wing of Social-Demo-
cratic officialdom that today sup-
ports colonialism. The Belgian
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Socialist Spaak is an example.
His counterparts are the Meanys
and Dubinskys who play a nefari-
ous role of subverting the trade
unions of Africa and Latin
America, spending millions of
dollars to achieve the aim of hin-
dering trade union participation
in the struggles for national liber-
ation. Some of the international
unions play a similar role in
Puerto Rico. They control the
majority of the unions, act as
overseas bosses and do their best
to keep them away from the ris-
ing movements for independence.

The profound lesson we can
learn from Lenin's theses is his
call for proletarian international-
ism and our responsibilities flow-
ing from it.

The Editors Agree

Alberto Moreau's point that the
omission of two sentences from the
Lenin guotation gives a one-sided
interpretation to the essence of
Lenin's thesis is well taken. With
the inclusion of the two sentences
the quotation would read:

The age-long oppression of colo-
nial ancl weak nationalities by t,}re

imperialist powers has imbued tfie
toiting masses of the oPPressed
oountries, not only with anger, but
also with distrust tomard the oP-
pressing nations in general, includ-
ing the proletariat of those nations.
The despicable betrayal of Social-
ism by the majority of the official
leaders of the proletariat in 1914-19'

when "defenee of the fa,therland"

was used as a social-chauvinist
cloak to conceal the defense of the
"right" of tttheir" bourgeoisie to
oppness colonies and rob financially
dependent countries, oould not but
increase this quite legitirnate dis-
trust. On the other hand, the more
backward a country is, the stronger
in it are small agricultural pro-
ductiorr, patriarehalism and ignor-
ance, which inevitably oause the
deepest of petty-bourgeois preju-
dices, viz., the prejud,ices of national
egoism and national narrourness, to
become particularly strong and tena-
cious. In view ol the fact that these
prejudices can disappear only after
the disappearance of imperlalism
and capitalism in the advanced
cou,ntries, ond after a radical change
ha.s taken place in the wholo foun'
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dation of the economic life of the
ba,ckrvard countries, the process of
extinction of these prejudices can-
not but be very slow. Hence, it is
the duty of the class-conscious Com-
munist proletariat of, all countries
to treat the survival of national
sentiments among the countries
and nationalities which have been
oppressed for the longest periods
with special caution and special
attention, and it is also necessary
to make certain concessions with
the view to rapidly removing the
aforementioned distrust and the
aforementioned prejudices. . . .

This correction is of particular
importance for us in the United
States, not only because U.S. im-
perialism arrogantly intervenes in
the internal affairs of the coun-
tries of Latin America, Asia and
Africa, but also because within
our own boundaries we have the
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continued national oppression of
20,000,000 Negro Amerieans.

To the extent that the working
class, aud in the first place the
Left, fully understands the mate-
rial justification for the distrust
and suspicion of oppressed peo-
ples, often carried over to all
members of the dominant oppres-
sing nation, will it recognize its
responsibility for waging a relent-
less struggle against great power
chauvinism, jingoism, white su-
premacy and racism. Such a strug-
gle is a necessary foundation for
advancing the unity of Negro
and white at home and for arous-
ing the American people in the
fight against U.S. imperialism's
efforts to impede the victory of
national liberation movements
abrroad.

At the basis of Communism there is this simple and passionate
belief: that the scientiffc and technical intelligence which we
have at our disposal in the Western World . . . in the hands of
men who love the human race, could reorganize the entire eco-
nomic structure of the world so as to overcrome the world-wide
struggle for existence and build up a working population regard-
less of race, creed or nationality, which could feed and clothe
and house its children without taking anything by violence from
the human soul. . . .

Dr. Mordecai Johnson in a speech at the 1941 CIO Convention


