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HENRY WINSTON

The Crisis of the Black
Panther Party*

What are the causes of the crisis of the Black Panther Party? How
could an organization which portrayed itself as the revolutionary
vanguard become so quickly isolated from the people? Why were the
hopes of so many militant and couragous Black youths who were
attracted to the party turned into frustration and even tragedy?

No answer to these questions can be given without taking into
account the attacks and frameups launched by the enemy against the
party. Yet even these brutal and murderous attacks, conducted both
from within and outside the organization, cannot alone explain the
crisis of the Black Panther Party.

Huey P. Newton, writing in the Black Panther of April 17, at-
tempts to provide an explanation for this crisis, which led to the
party’s split into factions, one headed by himsclf, the other by El-
dridge Cleaver. (The Black Panther is now published by the Newton
faction, while a paper called Right On is being issued by the Cleaver
group. )

In his April 17 article, Newton states: “Under the influcnce of
Eldridge Cleaver the party gave the community no alternative for
dealing with us, except by picking up the gun. . . . Therefore, the
Black Panther Party defected from the community long before El-
dridge Cleaver defected from the party.”

In saying this, Newton appears at first glance to have taken a step
toward understanding and correcting past mistakes—to have begun the
process of disentangling the Black Panther Party from Cleaver's
catastrophic influence. However, in this article as o whole, Newton,
instead of providing answers, creates still more questions and doubts
as to the past, present and future course of the Black Panther Party.

That the uneasiness created by this article is well founded is con-
firmed by Newton's subsequent writings and speeches, and particu-
larly by his May 29 article in the Black Panther. Iere he announces
that the party is ready to open, in San lirancisco, a shoe factory and
one to make clothing and golf bags—the first of many factorics to be
operated by the Black Panthers in ghettos across the nation.

That these are enterprises of “Black capitalism,” Newton does not
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* The following is a chapter from a forthecoming hook.
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ﬁ?,\ B IIn f:1ct, 11r:' st:'ates:: I am doing an article now called “To Reana-
vze Black Capitalismy’, . . . I think this is the kind of thing we're

involved in ; el § y

o ]::1 ggn::ﬁ“\:i te'v]l\g;]t[]lagzs]}:}“ successful we are by whether we can
oz dIJt ct\;'lli undc.:ubte-drf;; appear to some that there is a head-on con-
e on beh?een Newton's “new” direction and his previous “revo-
L :\?t:-l: hPc’nod:_ The oppr.!site' is true. There is no contradiction
el (::1 previous ultra-Leftist role and his present position. In
g hutgosmonls represent accommodation to the status quo—
2 rhemri%; i e ‘e:;rh.er one was more effectively camouflaged with
i “Br[eul: ution. ':The” link between both positions is the fact
bR ac':h capialism” nor ulra-revolutionary rhetoric offers
L s path of strug.g]e. That is why the new form of oppor-
unism (like the old form, still pursued by Eldridge Cleaver) pre

no perspective for the Black liberation movement. i g

Hard Reality

o x*;iizr:;llngr 1:0 Ne“.tc-n, the Black Panther Party had its origin as a
! tP F::J what he interprets as the people’s rejection of non-violent
t]c 10;1. ‘}'lkhen l:h? Black Panthers first picked up the gun, he states in
j::e : p; 17.m1c1e, “we were acting (in 1966) at a time when the
1‘_ op ; m.d given up on the philosophy of non-violent direct action and
¥ .E]‘.e eginning to deal with sterner stuff. We wanted them to see the
\.'mues of disciplined and organized armed self-defense, rather th
spontaneous E{nd disorganized outbreaks and riots.” , i
= Inrl]us estimate of what was needed as the next step in the Black
eration stru*_gg]e can be found the source of the Panthers’ subse-
q}:mnt difficulties. By offering the alternative of armed self-defense
the .Pant!lers presented the upsurging Black urban youth with a f ]s,
choice d.n'ortmg them from mass unity and strugglé e
B]ajlf (;f::}gre:;n?an Ronald Dellums recently stated, “The average
o person, if you %o back to that experience in the ghetto, doesn’t
ke up in the moming oriented to the bullet or the bomb. He'
oriented to hope, and that’s when you can move him It s t‘es
now to translate Black is Beautiful into hard political re.aiit-y.” ehi
In 1966 that “hard political reality” called—as it dOes. today—fi
more militant forms of organized and disciplined mass stru Ie}' T}?r
people, including the youth, in their fight to create a moveme%:gt to ent?
Eﬁx'ert}i: and racism, will respond to such an alternative to the blind
1 :; la:n -“sporzt.mf.'lt}* or the equally hopeless concept of “picking up

It is clear that the people want to challenge the oppressor on the
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grounds they choose, not on those chosen by their enemy. They want
to engage the enemy where he is most vulnerable—and this ruling
class, the most massively armed oppressor in history, is the most
vulnerable of all oppressors when the oppressed and exploited move in
solidarity into the area of mass struggle. The guns of the racist monop-
olists will be of no avail when the Blacks and all the oppressed and
exploited exercise their strength through self-organization and unity.
That is why the people do not relate to the idea that the power to
change things comes out of the barrel of a gun.

Strategy—Defensive or Offensive?

When Newton advocated guns and a defensive strategy as the
solution for Black people, he was wrong on both counts: not only did
the people refuse to relate to the gun, they also rejected the concept
of a defensive strategy. Black people—who have been warding off at-
tacks for 400 years—want and need an offensive strategy to build a
great popular movement to end racist oppression.

In his concept of self-defense, Newton endeavored to respond to
the oppression of his people. However, this concept excluded the peo-
ple from their own liberation struggle. It involved the idea of an elite
few acting for the masses—in fact, supplanting them.

Thus, even before Cleaver joined the Black Panther Party, Newton
had substituted elitism for mass struggle. Cleaver’s influence brought
the elitist concept to new levels of anarchist, adventurist confusion and
provocation—but his ideology was nevertheless inherent in the original
concepts on which the Black Panther Party was founded.

At one point, however, it appeared to some that the Black Panthers
might be turning away from these original concepts, that they might
supplant the Little Red Book and Cleaver's anarchism with Marx and
Lenin. This was in the summer of 1969 when the Black Panther Party
called for studying the historic report on the united front by Georgi
Dmitrov, the Bulgarian Commumist leader who transformed himself
from the accused into the accuser in a Nazi court. But instead of link-
ing theory with practice, the actions taken by the Black Panther Party
turned the concept of the united front into a sectarian caricature of
the Marxist-Leninist principles on which it is based. The party’s poli-
cies and actions continued to be inconsistent with the interests of the
class struggle and the Black liberation movement. It became increas-

ingly clear that the Black Panther Party had adopted some of the
phraseology of Marxism-Leninism, but not the ideology.

Against this background, internal strife in the Black Panther Party
deteriorated into factionalism, and—with neither faction guided by
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scientific theory—into an inevitable split. Newton expelled Cleaver
and a group of his supporters. Although there are now two separate
groups, both unfortunately hold similar anti-Marxist views on the
most basic principles of class and national liberation.

"There Go My People”

It is worth recalling that in the same period when the Black Pan-
thers came on the scene, others were also secking new directions,
notably Martin Luther King,

During the Montgomery bus strike in 1955, King had said, “There
go my people. I must catch up with them.” More than a decade
later and at a new turning point, King was still motivated by these
sentiments. Therefore, unlike the Panthers, he did not misread the
the mood of the people in this new phase, often called the “post-civil
rights period.”

It had become apparent to King that an offensive strategy of new
dimensions had to be built. The new situation required the continued
and even expanded participation of church and middle-strata forces,
including students and professionals, that had predominated in 1954-
66. But King saw that the basis for regaining the offensive was
working class strength moving in coalition with the middle-class forces.
He now directed all his efforts toward involving the working class in
a higher level of struggle with the Black liberation movement—and
with all the poor and oppressed.

The Communist Party welcomed this historic revolution in Dr.
King’s leadership, and wholeheartedly supported his efforts to bring
about a new strategy and a new alignment of forces. The Communist
Party saw this as a profoundly important development, even though
Dr. King had not vet demonstrated a full understanding that an offen-
sive strategy to end class exploitation, racist oppression and war
demands not only the strength of the working class, but also the lead-
ership of the working class—Black, Brown, Ycllow, Red and white—
guided by the science of socialism. However, before he was assassin-
ated, King had moved toward an anti-imperialist position.

King was also keenly aware of the dangers that faced the move-
ment. For instance, in his historic address—just two months before his
death—at the Freedomways memorial meeting for Dr. W.E.B. Du
Bois, King warned that racism and imperialism could not be fought
with anti-Communism. In addition, his words about Du Bois carried
an all-important message for today’s radical youth:

Above all he did not content himself with hurling invectives for
emotional relief and then to retire into smug passive satisfaction.
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History had taught him it is not enough for people to be angry. The
supreme task is to organize and unite people so that their anger
becomes a transforming force. (Freedomways, Spring 1965.)

The ruling class did everything in its power to divert and defeat
the new direction taken by King. The capitalist mass media went all
out to promote the activity and the ideology of those Black and white
radicals for whom King was “too non-violent” and the Communist
Party “too conservative.”

While Newton, Cleaver and Hilliard waved the Little Red Book
and talked of picking up the gun, they were joined in these activities
by middle-class white radicals who also came forward with “new”
interpretations of Marxism. All of this created diversions and confusion
on the campus, in the ghettos and in the peace movement.

The Image-Makers and “Revolution”

As part of the ruling-class efforts to divert the radicalization proc-
ess, the mass media have popularized the caricature of Marxism-Lenin-
ism appearing in the writings of Mao, Trotsky, Marcuse, Debray,
Cleaver, Newton, Tom Hayden, Stokely Carmichael, Rennie Davis and
others. At the same time, they have promoted a “revolutionary” image
for many of the new radicals.

These Black and white radieals, including Cleaver and Newton,
dismissed what they called “orthodox™ Marxism. Taking a different
direction from King, they disdained the working class and glorified
the super-"revolutionary” tactics of confrontation by an anarchistic
elite. In this way, these ultra-“revolutionaries” helped create an atmos-
phere in which the racist monopolists could falsely portray violence
as coming from the Left—and cover up the fact that they themselves
are the source of it.

The pseudo-militancy of Newton, Cleaver and Hilliard made their
own party and its supporters particularly vulnerable to nation-wide
genocidal assaults and frameups. And beyond this, their super-revo-
lutionism made the movements for Black liberation and against war
and poverty more vulnerable to mounting repressive attacks,

It is apparent that neither Newton or Cleaver have ever based their
tactics on the working class and its revolutionary science, Marxism-
Leninism, At the present moment, while Cleaver’s opportunism con-
tinues along an ultra-Leftist course and Newton's has taken a Right
opportunist form (although li¢ attempts to maintain a Leltist image),
both base their policies on the lumpenproletariat.

In order to give some semblance of credibility to the “revolutionary”
role they assign the lumpen elements, Newton and Cleaver would
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have us believe that the Black unemployed, those on weg;ir:,isn:g
high school dropouts are all part of the lumpenprolgta?at. Tolk
insult to Black men, women and youth. People are not lumpen a‘pk};
because they are denied jobs, and when Newton and Cleaver m:
such claims 'thcy sound like Black Moynihans. :

Today, in the center of imperialism in the era of its rleclm%, tltlla:;'e
is 2 massive increase in the army of the unemployed. Alxgsl ¢ this,
the number of lumpen elements also increases: }'Iowcver{{ ese gﬁﬁ
do not merge: each has its distinct characteristics. As A arx Wrof :
The Class Struggles in France, the lumpenpmle‘tar:at forms a mas
sharply ditferentiated from the industrial proletariat. Bt

Specifically the lumpen elements are those so dcmoralxz'_: L iy m:
system that they are not only jobless, l:l.lll’. that to them a jo ks B
thinkable. Tt is their declassed parasitical status and outlond };o
sharply distinguish them from the great mass of the un?mployed, w X
are searching for and demanding jobs and the opportunity Eorh a t;dcen
life. That is why—in addition to making the d:sttnctwn t at' a:x
emphasized—it is now even more necessary ﬂ_mn in P::;l.rxs b:nc a;;
clearly distinguish between the lumpenproletariat ar‘ld1 tla glf;laa krr;nd
of unemploved, which includes so many youth (particu a;}:f ; E;: bR
Brown) who have never been regularly employed. And the fo I:c:e gf
statistics from the sixties foreshadow the vastly greah‘ar number o
youth who will be forced into this position in the seventies:

killed
is reported that there are now 50 per cent fewer uns
andltsemi-csul]:i]lec1 jobs than there are high scht?ol dropouts, A!m_;s:
one-third of the 26 million young people entering the ]fahtl)]r ﬂ:;ll’ :30
in the sixties will be dropouts. But the percentage oc_t e Neg
dropouts nationally is 57 per cent, and in New York City, a_t:;lon%‘
Negroes 25 years of age or pver it is 63 per cent, They alre “IF-‘] l;)u
a future, (Louis A. Ferman, Joyce L. Kornbluh, and AAnn A? b;r,
eds., Poverty in America, University of Michigan Press, Ann r,
1968, p. 622.)

However it is quite evident that the m}ling c'lalss is not munl:lngdm
the prediction that the unemployed will passively accll_?pt t{ e 11;22
that “they are without a future.” Today, the munopollsts hea: x
fact that the struggle of the unemployed, together Wfth the rank-
and-file strurgles within the unions, will lay t?'ue ba‘sm for a new
upsurge of the working class and the Black hbere?tlon ]::nover:]l:nz
The monopolists are aware that these struggles will eclipse thos
of the thirties. :

One of the ways in which the ruling class is trying to short-
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circuit the strugele for jobs and against war and racism is through
its barbaric promotion of drugs—in the armed forces ( particularly
in Vietnam), in the ghettos, among the workers, and among the
youth on and off the campuses,

The lumpenproletariat, as Engels noted, includes “elements of all
classes.” This is particularly evident today as large numbers of
students, demoralized by drugs, turn away from struggle and be-
come part of the lumpen sector for the first time in history.

Together with its mass promotion of drugs, the ruling class is
promoting anti-working class ideology on a mass scale in new
ways. This is why the media have popularized the writings of such
individuals as Regis Debray and Herbert Marcuse, whose views
have greatly influenced Cleaver, Newton, Iayden, Hoffman, Rubin
and other radicals who foster the idea that workers have “a stake
in the system.” From this starting point Cleaver and Newton have
developed the concept that the lumpen sectors, who will resort to

anything but work, and not the working class, comprise the vanguard
of revolution,

Objective Laws of Development

Those who point to the lumpenproletoriat as the revolutionary
vanguard disregard the objective laws of historical development. In
pre-capitalist societies, poverty and oppression were cven greater
than under capitalism. But oppression in itself, no matter how great,
does not create the basis for the struggle to abolish oppression.

Because of the specific nature of exploitation under capitalism,
the working class, which collectively operates the mass production
process of the privately owned monopolics, is transformed into the
gravedigger of the system. That is why Marx and Engels wrote in
The Communist Manifesto: “OF all the classes that stand face to
tace with the bourgeoisic today, the proletariat
revolutionary class,”

No fundamental change—or cven a challenge to the monopolists—
can occur without the working class, And today the proportion of
Black workers in basic industries such as steel, coal, auto, transport
and others is transforming the prospects for the class struggle and
Black liberation,

These Black workers, who share the oppression of all Black
Americans, also share the exploitation experienced by their fellow
white workers. But as compared to these white workrs, they sulfer
from racist superexploitation: they have the worst jobs and are
still the last hired, the first fired.

alone is a really
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The degree of exploitation of Black workers is clearly much greater
than that of white workers. Nevertheless, the collective form of
exploitation in the decisive mass production industries is suffered by
all workers. This creates the objective basis for their unity and leader-
ship in the struggle against the monopolist ruling class.

At the same time, history has assigned a doubly significant role
to Black workers—as the leaders and backbone of the Black liberation
movement, and as a decisive component of the working-class leader-
ship of the anti-imperialist struggle as a whole.

It is the monopolists’ fear of Black, white, Brown, Yellow, Red
and working-class unity, which forms the basis for still broader
people’s unity, that is behind racism and anti-Communism—the main
ideological weapons of the ruling class.

Leninism, the Marxism of the imperialist epoch, is the ideological
weapon of the working class. It is the scientific guide that enables
the working class to combine its struggle with national liberation
movements against imperialism. No other theory has served to free
a single working class, a single people, from imperialism anywhere
in the world. Beginning with the October revolution, only those
guided by Marxism-Leninism have been able to free themselves
from class and national oppression and take the road of socialist
construction,

“On the Side of the Oppressor”

Cleaver and Newton have tried to use the writings of Frantz
Fanon, whose vantage point was the Algerian and other African liber-
ation movements, to justify their anti-Leninist theory of the role of
the lumpen proletariat. They have attempted to apply Fanon's ideas
to the U.S,, although these ideas lack Marxist clarity in some respects
even within the African context for which they were intended. On top
of this, Cleaver and Newton have inflated Fanon’s positive views on
the lumpenproletariat, while completely ignoring his serious reserva-
tions about this group.

“Colonialism will also find in the lumpenproletariat a considerable
space for maneuvering,” Fanon wrote in The Wretched of the Earth.
There is a danger he warned, that “the lumpenproletariat will throw
itself into battle and will take part in the conflict—but this time on
the side of the oppressor.” He then stated:

In Algeria it is the lumpenproletariat which furnished the harkis
and the messalists; in Angola it supplied the road openers who now
precede the Portuguese armed columns; in the Congo, we find
once more the lnmpenproletariat in regional manifestations in Katai
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atfui Katanga, while at Leopoldville, the Congo enemies made use
of it to organize “spontancous” mass meetings against Lum
(Evergreen, New York, 1966, p. 109.) S s

For ways in which the ruling class can manipulate the lumpen
elements, we need only refer to the Panthers' own experience with
George Sams, who was used to frame Bobby Seale, Ericka Huggins
and others. And we should remember that a white lumpen individual
was used to assassinate Martin Luther King, while black ones were
recruited to murder Malcolm X. And we should also recall the Ger-
man monopolists’ manipulation of Van der Lubbe to frame Georgi
Dmitrov, as part of their drive to launch a genocidal war for world
domination,

The Cleaver-Newton theory of the lumpen proletariat as van-
guard would mean objective surrender to the ruling class—because
only the working class can lead the fight against poverty and exploi-
tation. And not only does this theory fail to offer an offensive strategy
for liberation; without working-class leadership of the struggle, the
lumpen victims themselves will not be provided with even their 'own
barest needs.

It is ironic that, while some Panthers glorify the lumpen-prole-
tariat, at least one Panther leader takes pride in his working-class
background and skills. In his book, Seize the Time, Bobby Seale
states that his father was a master carpenter, and that he himself is
a carpenter, a draftsman and “a top-flight sheet-metal mechanic,”

We fervently hope that Bobby Seale will vindicate his well-
founded pride by using his outstanding ability to help chart a work-
ing-class path of struggle for millions of Black youth, in contrast to
the course Newton and Cleaver adopted while Seale was in prison,

Inecredible Thrust Backward

Between mid-April and the end of May, 1971, Huey P, Newton
became increasingly frank in describing his new course. What he only
hinted at in the April 17 Black Panther, he made astoundingly clear
in the May 29 issue, when he described what he calls a “survival
program,” i.e., survival through “Black capitalism,”

Announcing that the Panthers will now operate factories in ghet-
tos, he went on to say: “We will have no overhead because our col-
lective—well exploit our collective by making them work free. We'll
do this not just to justify ourselves—like philunthropists, to save some-
one from going without shoes, even though this is part of the cause
of our problems, People make the revolution; we will give the process
a forward thrust. If we suffer from genocide, we won't be around to
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e things. So in this way our survival program is very practical”
cha;i frcm%s being either '?;)ractimﬂ" or a “forward thmst.-" this is
an incredibly reactionary thrust backward. By compm:is:m with New-
ton’s “survival program,” Booker T. Washington’s philosophy sounds
itively revolutionary!
pmz\lcwzm, howcvcr,r']tfries to justify his retreat into the past with the
following explanation: “We can jump too far ahefad a.ml say that the
system absolutely cannot give us anything, which is not true, the
system can correct itself to a certain extent. What we are interested
in is for it to correct itself as much as it can do and after that if it
doesn’t do everything that the people think is necessary then well
think about reorganizing things.”

Well, this is a pretty late date to advise the ?pgrcssed and ex-
ploited to call off their struggles and wait to see if ifhe system can
correct itself”l Why should the people surrender to still more racism
and oppression in order to learn what they alrcad.y ]mnw—that-the
system “can correct itself” only through wars, increased racism,

verty and exploitation. g
= Wrtlz;'le in t}):g past Newton did indeed jump ah:ead of the people’s
needs, he has now leaped far behind them. He misread the Tuod.o{
the people and mistook their real needs when he talked of Eicku;g
up the gun” from 1966 through early 1971. Now he is again mlsraa“;
ing their mood and ignoring their real needs, when“m e.!TecE he te
them to surrender to racist oppression and accept a s9mv:al concept
based on his anti-working class theories and glorification of the

iat.

lumrlzzr\lﬂ::{::ﬂ;;irs the people mini-enclaves of Black capitalism in the
form of ghetto sweatshops across the country. But what Black peop:le
want is an end to the ghettos. During slavery, the underground rail-
road established way stations to meet the basic survival needs -of
Blacks escaping from the South. In today’s context, a defensive
“survival” strategy cannot possibly serve the people, for whom. way
stations cannot provide an escape. The vast scope of Black Americans
needs today can be met only by an offensive strategy.

Black Americans have a first and equal claim on the fotal economy
of the country—which they helped build with 400 years of slave and
near-slave labor—for billions for jobs, housing, medical care, edu-
cation, etc, They want the fotal economy turned around to meet t]n;
people’s needs, instead of operating for the wars and the profits o

orate monopolists.
’ h‘:{":::lﬂ il:r)l.f {-‘;ﬁfg Martin L?th'hcr King wamed radicals that super-
militancy often ends in accommodation, he seems to have prophesied

"

—
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Huey P. Newton'’s latest move. After “hurling” super-revolutionary
thetoric for six years, it appears that Newton will now “retire into
small passive satisfaction” while Black people are given the prospect
of working in the ghetto under racist sweatshop conditions.

In Seize the Time, Bobby Seale attacked Ron Karenga for oper-
ating “little jive businesses” in the Black community. “Ron Karenga,”
wrote Seale, “had no intention before and has no intention now of
working in opposition to the power structure to change the system
for the needs of Black America.”( Random House, New York, 1970,
p. 273.)

We truly hope that Seale will recall these words because they
aptly describe Newton's “survival program.” No matter how Newton
may later attempt to portray his new enterprises—as collectives,

cooperatives, etc.—he cannot disguise the fact that they offer Black
people no hope.

Accommodation—or Struggle

Neither Newton’s nor Cleaver’s concept of a “survival program”
is in the interests of the people. While Cleaver expresses the ultra-
Leftist face of opportunism—“urban guerilla warfare now”—Newton’s
opportunism takes a different form.

Describing his “survival program,” Newton says: “We serve [the
people’s] needs so they can survive oppression. Then, when they are
ready to pick up the gun, serious things will happen.” (Black Panther,
April, 1971). In other words, Newton would have us believe that
accommodation today will lead to revolution tomorrow!

Both the “survival program” Newton-style (“wait until the masses
are ready to pick up the gun”) and the “survival program” Cleaver-
style (“pick up the gun now!”) objectively amount to the same thing:
desertion of the people’s struggles.

The cause of liberation canmot be served by a negative idea—
“survival” pending a future day when “serious things will happen.”
What is needed is a struggle program for the immediate interests of
the people and for their ultimate liberation from capitalist, racist
oppression,

Marx and Engels taught that the salvation of the exploited re-
quires an ever-expanding unity in struggle even so much as to retard
the downward spiral of exploitation and oppression. This concept is
even more acutely relevant today. By contrast the idea of a “survival
program” evokes passivity and demoralizes the people. To justify his
“survival” concept, which would divert the Black liberation movement
from an offensive anti-monopoly strategy, Huey P. Nowton has devel-
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oped a classless approach to capitalist democracy. Tt js amazing to
read his description of democracy in the May 29 issue of the Black
Panther. This is the way he puts it: “Democracy in America (bour-
geois democracy) means nothing more than the domination of the
majority over the minority.”

It is indeed strange to find one who regards himself as 5 dialectical

struggle of classes,

Because he does not relate dialectics to the class struggle, Newton
fails to explain that his i a society in which state monopoly capi-
talism rules; that there is 4 class of exploiters exercising state power
to defend its class interests; that there js
tained by this class,

In the same article, Newton also states that the m
creed” that the minority “fight and
claim at a time when even the
than 70 per cent of the people w.
from Vietnam,

It is certainly not the majority but the rylin
has “decreed” the imperialist aggression in Indochina and in the
Middle East, and which threatens thermonucleqr war against peaceful
states and peoples—and first of all against the socialist camp, which
supports anti-imperialist liberation struggles throughout the world,
In the 19305 the threat of war came from Nazi Germany; today it

comes from the U.S, monopolists—and Newton would have us believe
that the majority has “decreed” jt!

But not only do the polls sho

ajority has “de-
die in wars.” He dares make this
polls show that considerably more
ant immediate withdrawal of troops

g-class minority that

w that there is an anti-war majority,
They also show that within this anti-war majority there is another

majority—one with the potential to bring an end to the war in Indo-
china and, moreover, to imperialism jtself.

This majority within the majority is made up of the overwhelming
bercentage of white workers and the still greater percentage of Black
Americans who oppose the war. For the first time in U S, history, the
people, though not effectively organized, are in motiop against the
genocideal aggression of U.S. imperialism,

How then can Huey Newton, wheo considers himself 5 revolu-

tionary, speak of democracy in the US. as the rule of a majority
(white masses) over the minority (Black masses ) ? How can he deny
and cover up the rule of a tiny minority of monopolists who worsen
the condition of the people, who fan racial strife between Black and
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i and Indian,
hite, Black and Chicano, Black and Puerto BtcanﬁlBi‘ickBmwn] -
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adl

change.
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n sali urse. In
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Ome can ge ; dmission: In the pas 5 i i-
b“]] ddfr:::n:!};'eff::-uzmn;gu:vival programs from the big white capi
ceive
ved ) ons why
talm]:i}haps this admission also casts light ‘;“ S(L}h“;: Eilgleh;ﬁup with
s il 17 article, =
Newton ;.":]fl?ffg;tﬂéﬂf uﬁ‘ e white “"“‘“L‘;’;:ﬁ,e]:ec e
white r?d 1r:Dt iide the white mmmur:‘ihv'- [t.now italists—whom
tTBY 1?1 p::afersglinstead to have “access” to white cap
at he
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third of the workers in the great mass production industries are
Black, the future of the liberation movement lies in united struggle
with all the oppressed and exploited against the common enemy,
the monopolists.

In outlining the Panthers” Black capitalist course, Newton states
that the party’s new programs “satisfy the deep needs of the com-
munity but they are not solutions to our problems. That is why we
call them survival programs, meaning survival pending revolution.”
He then goes on to develop his concept of the revolutionary role

of Black capitalists:
We now see the Black capitalist as having a similar relationship
to the Black community as the national bourgeoisie have to the
people in national wars of decolonization. In wars of decoloni-
zation the national bourgeoisie supports the freedom struggles of
the people because they recognize that it is in their own selfish
interest. Then when the foreign exploiter has been kicked out,
the national bourgeoisie takes his place and continues the exploi-
tation. However, the national bourgeoisie is a weaker group, even
though they are exploiters. Therefore, the people are in a better
position to wipe the national bourgeoisic away after they have
assisted the people in wiping out the foreign exploiters. (Black

Panther, June 5, 1971.)

With this brazen misappropriation and misuse of Marxist termi-
nology, Newton tries to put a revolutionary stamp on his scheme to
build a machine that will serve the “foreign™ U.S. monopolists at the
expense of the marginal Black capitalists and all Black people—
including the most victimized of capitalism’s victims, the lumpen-
proletariat.

In accordance with Newton’s theory of the revolutionary role of
the lumpen elements, the lumpen victims will be rewarded with free
handouts from the party. In return, they will form a machine that,
to understate the matter, can serve no good purpose in the Black
liberation movement,

At the same time, Newton proposes that all strata of Black Amer-
icans remain within the ghetto enclaves “pending” revolution, He is
asking that they give up the only struggle that can benefit all Black
Americans, including the middle classes: a united struggle with all
exploited and oppressed people to win the only “territory” upon which
Black people can gain their liberation in the United States—that s,

the entire country and its economy.

In the former colonics of Africa and other countries, it was the
foreign settler who lived in enclaves within the oppressed peoples’
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ent. It carries the implication that any method short of the gun is
inadequate, or futile, amounting to no more than a holding operation
until the real thing happens—merely a question of firing blanks until
at long last reaching the point of “picking up the gun.”

This same idea is also expressed in a slightly different form by
other individuals on the Left. According to one such view, “the
possibilities of peaceful struggle have not yet been exhausted.” This
formulation implies that while armed sruggle is not “yet” on the
agenda, a revolutionary strategy must be based on the assumption
that it will inevitably be placed there.

This view operates on the fatalistic notion that no matter what
changes occur in the relationship of forces on a national and world
scale, the working class and its allies will inevitably exhaust their
capacity to prevent the ruling class from imposing armed struggle
on the revolutionary process. This view, like its variants, differs from
Cleaver's concepts of armed struggle only in emphasis and timing,
since it too presupposes the inevitability of armed struggle as the
only form of revolution, of transition to liberation and socialism.

“Marxism demands an attentive attitude to the mass struggle in
progress, which, as the movement develops, as the class concious-
ness of the masses grows, as economic and political crises become
more acute, continually gives rise to new and more varied forms

of defense and attack. . . .
In the second place, Marxism demands an absolutely historical

examination of the question of the forms of struggle. To treat this
question apart from the concrete historical sitnation betrays a
failure to understand the rudiments of dialectical materialism. At
different stages of economic evolution, depending on differences
in political, national, cultural, living and other conditions, different
forms of struggle, come to the fore and become the principal
forms of struggle: and in connection with this, the sccondary,
auxiliary forms of struggle undergo change in turn. (V. L. Lenin,
Collected Works, Vol. XI, pp. 213-214.)

Marx, Engels and Lenin fought against ideas that foreclosed the
possibility of varying forms of revolutionary struggle in the transition
to socialism. They rejected both the Right opportunist illusion that
the transition would inevitably be peaccful, and the “Loft” oppor-
tunism that proclaimed armed struggle as the only path to socialism
for every country.

Today’s Right opportunists also predict that armed struggle will
not be necessary, while the “Left” opportunists predict that it will be
inevitable. Marxism-Leninism opposcs both the will and the won’t
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of th i
mass&:fmtt:;]ef.&oes of opportunism, both of which tend to disarm the
stm‘;\;l;;lecc:)ppusmg Left” concepts of the inevitability of armed
LoC s wommunist strategy simultaneously opposes Right -
tunist illusions that transition to socialism is possible with OPI:;I
sharpest class struggles combined with the struggles of all tl:']i:-lt :
pressed tu‘curb and defeat the power of racist monopoly b
hAs Lenin wrote, “To attempt to answer yes or no to th-e uestion
w e:‘.her any particular means of struggle should be used : ith
making a detailed examination of the concrete situation of Eh‘:l i:m
tmcwt,-lmc'ent at the giv{en stage of its development, means com ile?u
© abandon the Marxist position.” (Collected Works, Vol. X1 szml;'

The “Most Extraordinary Privilege”

“h;Super-re;oIEtionarics” are quick to shout “revisionist” at those
‘0 are guided by Lenin’s view i i
il g Y Lenins views regarding different paths to so-
mlzy cc;ntrast, Le Duan, Ho Chi Mink’s close comrade and suc-
lms r,] who _has .been at the center of more than 30 years of armed
struggle against imperialism, emphasizes that “Lenin, like Marx, w
much concemned about the possibility of pe ; s
by the working class.”
hevfdve:;] imfgrc the October revolution, states Le Duan Lenin he
at ““ommunists should do everything to stri fi : 1
transition] as long as a real ossibili e
g 2l p sibility existed, even through the
S??cjf’caﬂy, after state power had been transferred to the bour-
geoisie by the February, 1917 revolution, Lenin saw the possibility of
;z) peacsful transfer of power to the working class. “Lenin” sa syLe
: ;?Jn, pmp{:;;d the tactics of the peaceful development n{:' theyrevu
ution. , , . en conditions changed, after Jul :
tion: ; v, and there was
longer the peaceful possibility, Lenin changed tactics and :3
for armed revolution.” g
Now that the October R i
Jou : evolution has Ted to a world 8
socjahzt_ c?untncs_ headed by the Soviet Union, forming thc}:?r: .
cant]ra ‘:ctmn to mlmlnerialjsm, the possibilities for differing form::}f’
r;vo utionary transition to socialism are increasing. This also means
that forms of revolutionary transition that were rare in Lenin's time
may become more frequent in the present epoch.
fit thib hcart.of. the ultra-Leftists’ errors is g lack of understanding
o . o':} e soc:fahst countries have altered the prospects for class and
national liberation within the prison of imperialism. They maintain
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for example, that the Cuban experience represents the only valid
type of transition to socialism. As Fidel Castro points out, these ultra-
Leftists are a part of a “whole scries of negators of Lenin [who]
have emerged since the October Revolution.” Amplifying this view,
Castro states:

Today there are, as we know, theoretical super-revolutionaries,
super-Leftists, veritable “supermen” if you will, who can destroy
imperialism in a jiffy with their tongues. There are many super-
revolutionaries lacking all notions of reality about the problems
and difficulties of a revolution. They are prompted by sentiments
carefully fostered by imperialism and are full of fierce hatred. It
is as if they refused to forgive the Soviet Union its existence, and
this from “Left™wing positions. They would like a Soviet Union
shaped according to their strange model, according to their
ridiculous ideals. Yet a country is primarily a reality, one made up
of numerous other realities.

The cxponcnts of these trends forget the incredible initial
difficulties of the revolutionary process in the Soviet Union, the
incredible problems arising from the blockade, isolation and fascist
aggression. They pretend not to know anything about all this and
regard the existenee of the Soviet Union as almost a crime, and
this from “Left™-wing positions, which is an act of absolute

dishonesty.
They forget the problems of Cuba, of Vietnam, of the Arab

world, They forget that wherever imperialism is striking its blows

it comes up a{;ninst a country which sends the people the arms

they need to defend themselves.

We recall Playa Giron these days. We well remember the anti-
aircraft artillery, the tanks and guns and mortars and other weap-
ons that enabled us to smash the mercenaries,

This means that the existence of the Sovict state is objectively
me of the most cxtraordinary privileges of the revolutionary
movement. (Granna, May 3, 1970.)

Shortly after the October revolution, Lincoln Steffens, the U.S.
journalist, visited the Soviet Union and said, “I have scen the future
and it works.” And now, as Castro has shown, this revolution not
only "works” for the Soviet people, it works for all eppressed humanity.
It is the single most important force in the world working in
support of liberation cverywhere—a “most extraordinary privilege”
constantly creating “extraordinary”™ changes in the revolutionary proe-
ess on a world scale. It creates new opportunities for elass and national
liberation struggles that eannot he contained within the preconceived
molds of pseudo-theorists, or by the desperate acts of neo-colonialist
imperialism,
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The struggle of the Afro-American parallels in many ways the struggles
of colonial peoples all over the world to rid themselves of exploiters and
slave-masters. Dr Martin Luther King was murdered in Tennessee for the
same reasons Patrice Lunumba was murdered in the Congo: and by the
same forces. The African black man and the American black man are
fighting the common enemy, international imperialism, whether in the
form of Portuguese and South African racist troops in Southern Africa
or the police forces of the United States. In Vietnam and Indo-China
the same struggle goes on against the same enemy for the same reasons.

“Every artist, every scientist, must decide now where he stands. He
has no alternative. There is no standing above the conflict on Qlympian
heights. . . The battlefield is everywhere, there is o sheltered rear . . .
Fascism fights to destroy the culture which Society has created; created
through pain and suffering, through desperate toil, but with unconqu-
erable will and lofty vision . . . Whar matters a man's profession or
vocation? Fascism is no respector of persons. It makes no distinction
between combatants and non-combatants . . . The artist must take sides;
he must elect to fight for freedom or for slavery. [ have made my choice.
I have no alternative, The history of the capitalist era is characterised by
the degradation of my people; despoiled of their lands, their women
ravished, their culture destroyed . . . I say the true artist cannot hold
himself aloof. The legacy of culture from our predecessors is in danger.
It is the foundation upon which we build a still more lofty edifice. It
belongs not only fo us, not only to the present generation — it belongs
to posterity and must be defended to the death.”

These words of Paul Robeson hold good today as they did then.

Very recently Nixon, President of the USA, in his so-called “World
Report”, claimed that he and his government are against apartheid and
racism in South Africa. This is a lie. In the first place the ruling class of
the USA cannot be against racism in South Africa and at the same time
condone and encourage it in the United States. Secondly, the United
States of America is the second biggest foreign investor in South Africa
and millions of dollars in profits are being sucked from the marrow and
blood of African exploitation in South Africa.

We South Africans know full well who are our friends and allies in
the United States. They are people like Paul Robeson who has raised his
voice in songand worked in the interest of solidarity with the South
African people. They are people like the late Martin Luther King, W.E.
B. Du Bois, and today Angela Davis and all the Afro-Americans and
genuine democrats fighting for the cause of justice, freedom and
humanity in their country.

b-; A_lex la Guma in The African Communist
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